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Views and Opinions.

Belief in Immortality.
Sir James Frazer lias now issued the third volume
his work on the Belief in Immortality (Macmillan,
and in this case it is almost superfluous to say
that the volume is of supreme interest to all interested
1 religious origins and their bearing upon social de-
ydopment. The third volume, like the two preced-
es ones, is concerned with the beliefs of the “ lower ”
races, although so far as this particular belief is con-
cerned the terms higher and lower seem out of place.
"Ir James would be the first to point out that in cul-
h"al history higher and lower have not a time
Significance. The words refer to stages in develop*
'Rent, and contemporary peoples may be as “ low ”
M the scale as those that passed away thousands of
ke>ierations ago. Of that more in a moment; for the
hreseut | want to express my regret— perhaps it is
n expression of impatience— that Sir James has not
~  come to deal with the belief in immortality among
.10 “ higher ” races, which would of necessity take
1 Christianity. When he purposes reaching this
j age J do not know, but one fears that if it is dc-
aVed too long the same fate may overtake that which
~Ppears to have overtaken Tylor’s last Clifford lcc-
tores- One must assume that the trustees, acting up
O their tradition of betraying the intentions of the
~stator in the interests of religion, have managed
suppress these, and one fears that a like fate may
Company the publication of Sir James’ dealing with
~Iristian beliefs if it is too long delayed. Christianity
1 this country has a long arm and a vigilant eye,
" 11 does manage to suppress a great deal which, if
1 1""Id see the light, would tend to injure its ridicu-
i ,s Pretensions. In spite of all that has been done
a remains true that it is more difficult to obtain
t.ufPosure of the imposture of religion than of any-
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first to admit this, and admitting this one would
liked to have seen, even in the volumes professedly
dealing with the beliefs of only the lower races, some
indication as to the light they throw' upon the beliefs
held by such representatives of lower forms of culture
as meet us in the Christian Church. In a previous
volume of this series Sir James explicitly disavowed
any intention of applying his researches to the ques-
tion of the truth or falsity of the belief in immortality.
After pointing out that “ even the question of the
validity or truth of religious creeds cannot, perhaps,
be wholly dissociated from the question of their
origin,” he comes to the somewhat lame conclusion
that if on a review of the practices he has been de-
scribing, “ any inferences can indeed be draw'll from
the facts to the truth or falsehood of the beliefs, and
to the moral worthlessness of the practices, | prefer
to leave it to others more competent than myself
to draw them.” That is an excessive and quite un-
justifiable modesty. There is no one better able to
draw the necessary, and, in this case, inevitable con-
clusion than Sir James Frazer. His position as an
authority on this subject is unquestioned. And it is
difficult not to believe that he fails to recognize that
but for the light his researches cast Oll the truth and
utility of religious beliefs his labours would be almost
worthless. In this case the silence of one who knows
opens the way for the loquacity of those who do not
know, who do not wish to know, and who are chiefly
anxious that others shall not know either. It is this
refusal of leading men in this country to follow their
researches to their logical conclusions that is the bane
of our intellectual life. It gives colour to the Con-
tinental sneer that we are indeed a nation of hypo-
crites, and it causes the few lesser known men who
will at all costs say what they believe to be true to
pay the full price which established obscurantism
demands they shall pay for their temerity. If Sir
James Frazer and others in his position would speak
out plainly and boldly, honesty might easily be a less
costly luxury than it is at present.

* * #

The Reign of Superstition.

Sir James Frazer has pointed out in' one of his lec-
tures that modern civilization is threatened by the
mass of crude superstition that is current within its
confines. And it is perfectly easy to illustrate this
by pointing to the vogue of the fortune-teller, the
cult of the ‘‘ occult,” the wearing of mascots, etc.
But when all this is said, there is little good done so
long as one remains discreetly and obstinately silent
concerning what is the master superstition of all.
What is the use of denouncing the wearer of a mascot
or the one who believes in conjuring good fortune
out of nature by the use of certain formulae, when
one encourages either by silence or by participation
the belief that the processes of nature are to be
affected by repeating a prayer, that nature is con-
trolled by a personal almighty intelligence, or that
man has a double which can get away after he is
dead and continue to live in the absence of all the
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conditions that have made life possible here? This
is the soil upon which all the other superstitions grow.
It keeps alive the frame of mind upon which the
minor superstitions feed. The one is not a bit more
intellectually respectable than is the other. There is
nothing better intellectually in taking one’s trouble
into a Church and entering into a one-sided con-
versation with an unseen Mumbo-Jumbo than there
is in visiting a fortune-teller and paying seven and
sixpence for a charm that is to ward off trouble. The
one is socially more respectable than the other, but
they are upon the same intellectual level. And funda-
mentally they are not even different superstitions;
they are the same superstition differently expressed. If
there is any meaning in the whole of Sir James
Frazer’s work it is this. If his work does not carry
this implication, then | for one have escaped its
meaning. And if that is the correct reading then
surely one falls short in the discharge of social duty
in maintaining silence when speech is so urgently

necessary.
* * *

Baseless Theories.

Sir James admits that “ the question of validity or
truth of religious creeds cannot, perhaps, be wholly
dissociated from the question of their origin,” but
while “ we can hardly help suspecting that our own
cherished doctrines may have originated in the simi-
lar superstitions of our rude forefathers,” yet ‘it is
perfectly possible that a belief may be true, though
the reasons alleged in favour of it are false and ab-
surd.” Now there is a sense in which this may be
true, as for example when the reasons stated for a
practice are not the real ones which led to its adop-
tion, although the practice may have been proved
from experience to be beneficial. But this is not the
case with religious beliefs, nor can it be so. For
religious beliefs are, in the nature of the case explana-
tions given of particular phenomena— of the existence
of the world, of the nature of man, or of certain
phenomena associated with man or the world. And
an interpretation or explanation can only hold good
so long as it is not displaced by a more satisfactory
one. When the better explanation is forthcoming
the other, for all reasonable people, ceases to exist.
Now Sir James Frazer, in common with other investi-
gators, shows us the beginning of the belief in a soul,
and of the belief that this soul continued to exist after
the destruction of the body. He also shows that every
one of the facts upon which this belief was based—
dreams, hallucinations, etc., are met with to-day, but
as we understand them differently we interpret them
differently. But it is completely absurd to say that
though the savage got the idea of a soul from the
figures seen in a dream, and that even though we all
admit his interpretation to be a wrong one, there
may be truth in it nevertheless. If the facts upon
which a belief is based are shown to be capable of a
different interpretation the belief based upon a mis-
taken interpretation must be discarded. Sir James
knows as well as anyone that the modern belief in a
soul can be traced back step by step without a single
break to the belief of the savage. He must know
that but for the savage originating this mistaken in>
terpretation of his experience the idea of a soul would
never have existed. And he must know also that
modern apologies are not the reasons why people be-
lieve in a soul, but only so many excuses invented for
interested reasons why people should be permitted to
go on believing in it. We defy Sir James Frazer to
offer a single alleged reason for the belief in immor-
tality which cannot be proven to owe its origin to
the desire to defend a belief which existed in the
mind of the person defending long before he was
aware of the reasons put forward.
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The Silent Guns.

Many years ago Sir James Frazer hinted at the
truth when he said at the close of an early edition
of the Golden Bough that his labours and the labours
of others had thus far only managed to place ti'c
guns in position in readiness for the final attack. That
was an apt simile and many of us hoped that long be-
fore this some of our leading anthropologists would
have taken their courage in both hands and fired
the big guns at the citadel of Christian superstition.
For it was quite clear that this is what was meant
by the figure. Still, so far as the leading men in this
country are concerned, the guns remain silent. The
fiercest part of the battle is left to those who carry
on the warfare, not with obsolete guns, but who have
to fight from a position which places them at 3
serious disadvantage. To quit similes and to conic
to plain speech, what is needed to-day more than
ever is for men like Sir James Frazer to speak out
quite plainly so that the man in the street can under-
stand what is said, more, so that he cannot mistake
understanding what is said. Why does not Sir Janies
say quite plainly : “ In my eleven volumes of the
Golden Bough, in my three volumes of Folk Lore
the Old Testament, in my volumes on The Belief &
Immortality, | have been tracing the genesis of reli-
gious beliefs. More than that | have been tracing
the beginning of your religious beliefs. | have been
showing how the idea of a soul, of a future life, of 3
God, began in the ignorant and mistaken guesses of
the primitive savage. All the religions of the world
have this origin, none rest on a better or stronger
basis. Later knowledge has shown us that every Olic
of the data upon which these religious beliefs rested
is false. Every one of the experiences which to
the savage proved a soul or a god we know' now prove
nothing of the kind. There is your religion, here is
the way it began; it is for you to say whether y°u
will continue to look at the world through the eyes of
the primitive savage or through those of the modern
scientific thinker?” If that were done what a revolu-
tion would it create in the world of to-day? We
should no longer have our civilization disgraced by
the crude frauds and follies of men and women
photographing fairies, or by pantomimic processions
of religious devotees that are on all fours with the
medicine dance of a tribe of Red Indians. Many>
myself among the number, owe a debt to men like
Sir James Frazer that can never be repaid. Their
labours and their ability have been as lamps that
have lit the road by which we have travelled. AH
the more are we distressed when we see that by their
silence on the most important question of all they
are permitting the continued reign of a superstition
which is responsible for some of the darkest pages u*
European history, and which unless we be on our
guard may inaugurate a second era of darkness and
degradation. Chapman Cohen.

The National Secular Society.
The Funds of the National Secular Society are now
legally controlled by Trust Deed, and those who wish
to benefit the Society by gift or bequest may do so
with complete confidence that any money so received
will be properly administered and expended.
The following form of bequest is sufficient f°r
anyone who desires to benefit the Society by will
I hereby give and bequeath (Here insert particulofS
of legacy), free of all death duties, to the Trustees
of the National Secular Society for all or any of the
purposes of the Trust Deed of the said Society, 3n°
| direct that a receipt signed by two of the trustees
of the said Society shall be a good discharge to ray
executors for the said legacy.
Any information concerning the Trust Deed and its
administration may be had on application.
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“Is the World Getting Better?”

/ his is an old question which is ever new, and which,
"1 reality, is discomfiting only to believers in a
Supreme Being, who, it is alleged in Christendom
lias become incarnate in Jesus Christ, and who,
through the life, death, and resurrection of his' only
begotten Son, has become the Redeemer of the world.
Such is the unambiguous teaching of the New Testa-
ment and the orthodox Church in all ages. Hence
. Ic question naturally asiscs, has the world been or
Is being redeemed by God in Christ, or, in other
"ords, is the world really improving and by what
means? This is the subject discussed by the Rev.
Professor David Smith, D.D., in his Correspondence
Column in the British Weekly of November -13. A
correspondent, “ J. C.,” addresses the learned Pro-
fessor thus :—

Is the world getting worse, or is it getting better,
and is the best yet to be? My personal view is opti-
mistic. My belief is that spiritual advance is being
made all along the line. | am aware that some hold
the opinion that the world will become worse and
Worse before the end, and that the ebb tide has set in.

Phe most striking feature of that passage is its ex-
treme vagueness. What does “ J. C.” mean by
“ spiritual advance,” or by the phrase “ getting
better” ? Dr. Smith’s reply is vaguer still, if pos-
able. He pokes his theological fun at those “ im-
patient and truly faithless souls among us ” who
( bewail the degeneracy of the time and sigh for
the good old days ’ but he omits to tell us in what
spuse they are mistaken. Evidently they are Chris-
t'ans who are woefully disappointed at the slow pro-
cess of the Christian religion; and is it not undeniable
that, from a religious point of view, their chagrin
Is fully justified? Dr. Smith cannot be ignorant of
'he fact that even sixty years ago Christianity meant
much more to the generality of those who professed
't than it does to-day. There is a small number in
°ach district who still cherish as warm an affection
%or it as our fathers did, and it is these who have
valid yeasons for deploring the godless condition of
present age. Yes, they are perfectly right, Chris-
hanity is being gradually but surely displaced by
smecnce.  So far has this process succeeded in this
country that it is already practicable to appoint semi-
pufidels as bishops in the Anglican Church. In the
fherto most conservative Nonconformist denomina-
ron in Wales, known in the Principality as the “ Old
ody,” there is in progress just now a fierce conflict
between the New Theology and the Old, and there
Is every probability that the former is destined to
Carry tlie day. Beyond dispute the New Theology,
pl Modernism, is a stage in the general drift towards
. e complete triumph of science over religion. This
's said in justification of the Christians who, face to
aee with such an indisputable drift, “ bewail the
degeneracy of the time.” Clearly and fully realizing
v true significance of this fact, Dr.' Smith, securely
~ated in his theological chair at Belfast, writes as
feUows :__

It is surely amazing that such a notion should be
entertained by any who profess themselves Chris-
baiis; for it is nothing else than a confession that our
l-ord's Atoning Sacrifice and the ministry of his

Holy Spirit are insufficient for the world’'s redemp-
tion.

1] course, no Christians have the remotest idea that
v/~ 'r attitude, as described by the Professor, is a
firt,’al confession of the utter futility of the Christian
aU'l: but such it undoubtedly is. To non-Christians,
jo'atever notions may be held and expressed by tlico-

S'aiis, nothing can be more certain than that the so-
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called Atoning Sacrifice of Christ and the ministry
of his Holy Spirit are insufficient for the world’s re-
demption. Indeed, the belief in them has proved a
distinct obstacle to the world’s progress, being a per-
sistent discouragement of human self-reliance and
vicarious labour.

Curiously enough, Professor Smith calls those who
differ from him, “ short-sighted men, ignorant or
oblivious of the past,” insensible of the fact that the
same charge could truthfully be brought against him-
self. As an example, take this :—

If only we could be transported back a few genera-
tions into “ the good old days ” we would surely
realize that they were very bad days, and we would
recognize what God has wrought, and would not
only bless him for the better days we live in, but
strive more earnestly in our generation to make the
world a still happier place for the generation to come.
Who, for example, would wish to have lived in the
days, not so very remote, when life was held so
cheap; when sheep-stealing was a capital offence;
when a starving woman was transported for the
theft of a loaf; when food riots were frequent; when
the poor rotted in squalor and neglect; when cock-
fighting, bear-baiting, and pugilism were the popular
pastimes ? If it were not sheer ignorance, laudation
of “ the good old days ” would be rank ingratitude
to the ever-working Saviour and to the generous
souls who all down the ages have laboured in his
faith and love for the advancement of his kingdom
and the amelioration of the world.

In that passage the Professor gives his case clean
away. When he characterizes “ the good old days ”
as “ very bad days ” lie surely forgets that they were
pre-eminently Christian days, in which the Church
was almost universally regarded as the temple of the
Holy Ghost, speaking Ol every subject with Divine
and final authority. Now the point to be specially
noted here is that the better days in which we live
arose simultaneously with the gradual downfall of the
Church and the secularization of the State. The
Church no longer rules cither in politics or in morals.
Its voice is heard no more in the council of the nations
or in the conduct of economic and social affairs. Its
pretentions are as great as ever, but they fail to
materialize in practice. The truth is that its Divine
authority is being supplanted by common-sense, its
ignorance by knowledge, and its faith by reason;
and it is to this mighty change that we are indebted
for the comparatively better times which we now
enjoy, and for the more inspiring prospects which
face us as we contemplate the future.

Detached from their supernatural connotations
several sentences in Dr. Smith’s article would be beau-
tifully true. Here is one : " Let ps strive more earn-
estly in our generation to make the world a still hap-
pier place for the generation to come.” With a slight
alteration, here is another : “ The distresses which
afflict humanity, painful though they be, are no (use-
less) calamities, but the travail-throes attendant on
the emergence of a nobler order, the struggling of a
new world into being, the realization of a higher
ideal.” Unfortunately, however, no such detach-
ment is possible, for all the Professor’'s sentences are
so closely incorporated with his supernaturalism that
no separation is conceivable. God does everything,
all goodness possessed by man comes from Christ,
with the result that apart from the operation of God
in Christ the world is doomed to eternal destruction.
If this were true the Go<l the Professor believes in
would have every reason to be profoundly ashamed
of himself, but the history of the world from the be-
ginning until now is a solemn denial of the existence
of such a being. Is Professor Smith proud of the
world now, or at any previous period in its evolu-
tion ? Can he look it in the face as it is at the present
moment and honestly declare that it is a credit to his
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God of order, justice, and love? If he can, then
we sincerely pity him and attach no value whatever
to his various declarations.

Thus we see that the answer to the question : “ Is
the world getting better?” depends entirely upon the
answerer’s point of view. Dr. Smith’s answer is in
the affirmative because he believes that God is work-
ing out deliverance from all sorts of thraldom and
inaugurating a new order. Our answer, too, is in
the affirmative, but on wholly different grounds. Our
belief is that the world is slowly improving because
it is emancipating itself from the fetters of super-
naturalism and all the slavish traditions thereof, and
beginning to walk on its own feet, guided by the
wisdom of its own heart, and inspired by its own
slowly awakening potentialities of growth and de-
velopment which Christianity had for so many cen-
turies caused to lie dormant within it.

J. T. Lioyd.

Bringing the Bible Up to Date.

The vain crowds wandering blindly, led by lies.—
Lucretius.

Learning is good, but common sense is better.—G. iV.
Foote.

T here are about fifty thousand clergy in this country,
twenty-five thousand of whom belong to the Church
of England, and about the same number who are
attached to the Roman Catholic Faith and the numer-
ous Free Church bodies. In all this number it is hard
to discover one priest who admits the fear of Free-
thought. In public they are as bold as buckram can
make them, and they never tire of the bold refrain,
' Onward Christian Soldiers.” Behind the scenes,
however, they are more fearful, and they arrange
quietly the means of retreat. Fortunately for progress
and civilization, retreat is the order of the day, and
will continue to be so. Since Frcethought has been
organized and well led the Army of the Ford has
had to retreat all along the line. The clergy have
had no rest. The continued frontal attacks of the
Freethinkers are beginning to tell heavily, and the
clergy are getting really nervous. Camouflage, how-
ever, is still the order of the day. Not long since
the House of Convocation of Canterbury decided to
abandon portions of “ God’s Holy Word,” and to
delete from the “ Book of Common Prayer ” some
very objectionable features of the OIld Testament.
Now, in a single week, there has been published an
expurgated edition of the Bible, and an entirely new
“ Children’s Bible/’ with no word that would bring
blushes to the cheek of the most innocent of little
ones. This astute Christian manceuvre may deceive
believers for a time, but its effect will be only tem-
porary, and it will not save the Christian Religion
from the fate of all its predecessors.

To prune the barbarities and indecencies of the
Bible in special and highly-priced editions may soothe
the feelings of a few Christian ladies and of young
curates, but it is, what the Prayer Book calls “ a work
of supererogation.” It is like attempting to cure a
deadly disease such as cancer by means of a piece of
sticking-plaster. It is not only a policy of despair in
the particular instance, but a precedent which will
exert, in the long run, anything but a happy effect
upon the Christian position.

The commonly-used “ Authorised ” edition of the
Bible has the authority of the British Parliament be-
hind it, and it must be printed without alteration.
Disobedience of this rule involves the risk of very
heavy penalties. The Bible is by no means an ordin-
ary book. It is regarded as a sacred scripture, and
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is used as a fetish-book. In its complete form it is
forced, with all its barbarities and indecencies, into
the hands of millions of children at schools. It IS
used as a fetish for swearing upon in courts of law.
Men and women have even been fined and imprisoned
for venturing to criticise it. And now the clergy are
reluctantly compelled to admit the force of Free-
thought criticism. At present, it is true, the clergy
are tearing unseemly pages from the Old Testament,
but, before long, the New Testament will suffer
equally with the older scripture. When the process
is complete the Christian Religion will be a thing of
shreds and patches. This Hebrew-Greek compila-
tion will take its proper place among the many other
so-called Sacred Books of the East, and the thousands
of priests will have to look for honest employment.
The mutilation of the Bible is not in reality a slight
matter. It is the beginning of the end of the Chris-
tian superstition.

The theory of the clergy is that the Bible is declin-
ing in its influence because it is archaic in thought and
expression. Hence the need of a thorough revision.
What is it, however, that the clergy wish to hide?
There are things in the sacred volume which are cal-
culated to bring the blush of modesty to any face
except that of an elderly priest. The account of
Ezekiel’'s banquet, the story of Onan, and the ad-
ventures of the patriarch, Lot, and his daughters,
are simply and frankly indecent. Nor is this all, f°r
there are many pages of the Bible devoted to plain,
unvarnished accounts of rape, adultery, and un-
natural vice, written with all the nasty particularity,
which is the peculiar birthright of all Oriental writers.
The florid, heated rhetoric of “The Song of Solomon”
leaves nothing to the imagination, and the least-edu-
cated reader can appreciate the glowing periods. The
Bible is so different to modern publications and
modern modes of expression that one might add that
in this instance Oriental nastiness begins where Oc-
cidental pornography leaves off. No precent-day
novelist or playwright would dare to write as the
authors of the Bible did. If he dared to fill the pages
of his book with detailed accounts of incest, rape, and
unmentionable crimes, he would be imprisoned and
his works destroyed.

There are other things that the clergy wish to hide
from their followers. There are barbarities as well
as filth in the sacred book. Listen —

The righteous shall rejoice when he seeth the ven-
geance ; he shall wash his feet in the blood of ti>
wicked. So that a man shall say, Verily there is 1
reward for the righteous; verily he is a God that
judgeth in the earth.

The quotation is not pretty, or edifying, and it
not remarkable for its “ spirituality.” There arc
plenty of other passages in God’s Holy Word ope*l
to objection, as for instance the following unlovely
passage :—

Happy shall lie be, that taketh and dasheth thy
little ones against the stones.

It is nauseating to quote further, but the Chrismil
fetish-book is full of savagery from cover to covel*
From the first error in “ Genesis” to the final a
surdity in the Book of “ Revelation ” much of t
writing is revolting to modern readers. In so mall-
pages of the earlier books of the Bible there arc
accounts of the scuffles of savages, whose arrows ar’
“ drunk with blood,” to adopt its own pecuh.u
phraseology. There are also many pages which flat -
contradict modern knowledge and modern scienc ™
As for the Gospels, the moral perceptions of the pm
sent day are shocked beyond expression at the a" ~
doctrine that countless millions of the human =
will suffer everlasting torment. The clergy know a
these things, and are seeking to camouflage the a
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baritics, indecencies, and absurdities of their fetish-
book so as to retain the respect of their congrega-
tions, without whom their living is gone.

Tire clergy batten upon ignorance. They know
full well that a volume set in thirty thousand verses
of tiny type, more like a dictionary than a book, is
tvery likely to remain unread. They know further
that when they omit deliberately from the public
reading of the Bible all unseemly references that few
members of their congregations can correct them. To
class the Bible as a book of ordered knowledge is the
last word in absurdity. Stout old Martin Luther saw
this when he said the Bible was a nose of wax which
could be twisted as one desired. The Bible is but a
Salmagundi of riotous, exuberent, Oriental imagina-
tion, as full of fiction as the Arabian Nights, and not
nearly so entertaining. If people would only read
the Bible instead of worshipping it, such absurd ven-
eration would be impossible. The first stage of the
religious road to mental ruin is to throw oneself at
the feet of a priest. The second stage is to regard the
Bible as the repository of the truth, and nothing but
the truth. If the Bible had not been associated with
an organized priestcraft, and a very heavily endowed
system of superstition, it would, generations since,
have been consigned to the top shelves of the libraries
in company with the many other so-called sacred

books of the East. Mimnermus.

Codding Commercials.

Whatever be the intellectual and moral shortcom-
ings of the Christian faith and however loud its pro-
testations of other-worldliness there is no doubt that
as an organization it is wonderfully efficient— effi-
cient, that is to say, wherever its interests are
threatened and wherever an opportunity presents it-
self of extending its influence in secular affairs. Like
a Parliamentary candidate, it has a keen nose for all
organizations likely to afford it support, and loses no
opportunity of currying favour with any organised
body that there is a chance of dominating, or using
as a means to its own aggrandisement. We have
seen how it opposed scientific research and then,
when opposition was no longer profitable, attempted
to patronise it and demonstrate the essential unity of
religion and science. Again, having opposed the
aims of the Labour movement, many church members
are now engaged in demonstrating that Christ was
the forerunner of Karl Marx and Ramsay Macdonald.
~ is now even taking an interest in the pleasures
of the people, pleasures which, a few years ago, it
denounced. It organizes whist drives, socials, lot-
teries, and even dances—thus identifying the spirit
°f Christ with the spirit of jazz. Christ and terpsi-
chore—surely a strange alliance! One would think
that between the ascetisin of the Bible and the lusty
flights of football there was very little in common,
But the Church with its wusual artfulness even
dominates this sport. It organizes junior football
leagues (there is a Catholic Football League in my
locality. One shudders to think what will happen
when the Holy Family meets the Sacred Heart), and
°veu arranges a Football Sunday in most large towns
With a procession and service at which a professional
eootballer reads the lesson. The parson then pbints
Ollt that Christ wants us to “ Play the game,” and,

the reconciliation is complete. Footballers,
although an unintelligent lot of men, are not par-
Wularly religious, but they recognize the need for
Saining the patronage of an organization that might
s°’me day—in a fit of other-worldly zeal—place a ban
IIPon their activities.

THE FREETHINKER

757

Another attempt of Christians to spread the faith
has lately been brought to my notice. | refer to the
Commercial Travellers’ Christian Association. I
learned of its existence through its monthly organ,
Good Lines. G.L. is quite an excellent little publi-
cation from a commercial’s point of view, because it
not only contains the names and addresses of hotels
and other accommodation all over the country, but
also contains a very comprehensive list of towns and
villages throughout Great Britain, showing market
and early closing days, population figures, London
mail, and other invaluable information. The rest of
the book is composed of pious moral clap-trap, anec-
dotes, and propaganda.

The objects of the C.T.C.A. are :(—

1. The promotion of intercourse amongst Christian
commercial men.

2. The advancement by all suitable means of the
moral and spiritual character of the entire body.

The methods :—
Over 18,000 Bibles have been placed in as many
bedrooms of hotels throughout the United Kingdom,
also 3,000 illuminated text-cards.

The Basis of Association :—

The acceptance of the Holy Scriptures as the
authoritative and sufficient communication of the will
of God to man, and simple faith in Christ as the
ground of salvation.

One has to be a commercial traveller really to ap-
preciate the humour of the foregoing. | can assure
you it is rich. You will, however, appreciate the
mental outlook of people who seek to advance the
moral character of a body of men by leaving Bibles
and text-cards about. The Bible as a moral uplift!
Good, isn’'t it? There is one thing though, the
leaves make excellent shaving paper. As for those
text-cards, |'ve often wondered why hotel proprietors
decorate their walls vfith these; 1’ve always regarded
their piety as suspect. | see now that it is a deep-
laid plot to keep us in the paths of grace, and inci-
dentally hide the bareness of hotel walls on a mini-
mum outlay.

I wonder what the Modernists would think of the
Basis of Association. “ Simple faitli ” is particularly
appropriate. 1'm inclined to accept the Holy Scrip-
tures as the “ sufficient communication of the will
of God to man ” though. Viewing the matter im-
partially, and remembering the influence of that com-
munication on our social development, I'm inclined
to regard it as more than sufficient. | feel like the
shy curate who responded to his host’s enquiry as to
whether he had enjoyed his lunch by saying,—“ er,
it was very nice, what there was of it.” Then, realiz-
ing he had made a mistake, stammered out—*“ er,
plenty of it, such as it was!”

The C.T.C.A., like many religious organizations,
owes much of its popularity to purely secular activi-
ties. Advantages of membership include a free Rail-
way Accident Policy, free legal advice, various in-
surance policies at special rates, etc. The propor-
tion of commercial travellers who are members of the
C.T.C.A. is insignificant, and with the foregoing ad-
vantages one may assume that by no means all of these
subscribe honestly to the Basis of Association. The
majority are probably mere “ rice Christians.” All
the same, such an organization is one more support
to idiotic doctrines, and, as such, is a barrier to pro-
gress.

The following two stories appear in the current issue
of Good Lines, and they are worthy of reproduction
here, although | think the attention of Lord Danes-
foot ought to be called to the last one :—

A certain clergyman, very keen on cricket, was
anxious to get away from a week-day morning ser-
vice in order to attend a big match. So, in order
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to save time, he engaged a taxi to wait outside the
Church. Just before the service he asked the verger
how many were in the congregation.

“ Only one man,” replied the verger.

“ Ask him if a short reading would do for him,”
replied the vicar.

The verger returned to the vicar and said : “ The
man requires a full service and sermon.”

After he had finished the vicar remarked to the
verger how interested the man seemed to be during
the service, and asked the verger if he knew who he

was.
“ Yes,” said the verger, “ he’s your taxi-driver.”

Finally :—
In a \Vrexford church, the clergyman announced
his text,
“ Paul we know and Apollos we know, but who are
these ?”

Just then the verger was showing two strangers
into a pew, so in an audible whisper he said, “ Two
commercial travellers from White’s Hotel, your
reverence.”

I should rather like to meet those two clnircli-goiug
commercials, it would be something quite unique in
my experience ! Vincent J. Hands.

The Myth of Judas.

T he gospel account of Judas will not hold water. It
is full of discrepancies, inconsistencies, and absurdi-
ties. If Jesus was as well known as the stories make
out, where was the necessity of his being pointed
out by the traitor’s kiss? In (John xviii.), 2-5,
Judas is a mere bystander. He neither kisses Jesus
nor points him out, but Jesus himself says to his
arrester, “ | am he.” Yet it is John who is the most
virulent against Judas; says he “ was a thief ” (xii.,
6), and attributes to Jesus the words, “ Have | not
chosen you twelve and one of you is a devil?” (vi.,
70.) The divine discernment displayed in the choice
of a devil as one of Christ’s apostles—he also applied
the term Satan to Peter (Matt, xvi., 23)— may excite
the admiration of faith, especially as he had
promised these twelve that they should sit on twelve
thrones judging the tribes of Israel (Matt, xix., 28).
Jesus is said to have known who it was that should
betray him, and speak of it as “ determined ” (John
xiii., 21; Euke xxii., 22), yet he is said to have said
“ Woe unto that man by whom the Son of Man is
betrayed! It had been good for that man if he
had not been born ” (Matt, xxvi., 24), a sentence,
by the way, which excludes the hope of final salvation
for the man who was the immediate cause of the re-
demption. So poor Judas is represented as condemned
to be hanged and damned in order to fulfil the scrip-
tures. The motive of covetousness usually assigned
for the betrayal of a God whose miracles Judas had
witnessed, is so ridiculously inadequate— especially
as he bore the bag, and presumably could have helped
himself to more than thirty pieces of silver— that
Archbishop Whately suggested he did it in order to
force on the coming of the Messianic Kingdom; a
supposition precluded by Jesus's own denunciations
against him. And then the discrepancies as to the
suicide. The account in Matthew is utterly irrecon-
cilable with that in the Acts. Did Judas first repent,
return the money and hang himself and afterwards
buy a field with the money and burst asunder, or
first buy a field and falling headlong burst asunder
and then repent, return the money and hang himself?
Papias, who lived in the middle of the second cen-
tury, gives a different account of his end. He says
that “ Judas walked about in this world a sad
example of impiety, for his body had so swollen that
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he could not pass easily, so he was crushed by a
chariot and his bowels gushed out.” This is a
proof Papias did not know our Matthew. From Paul’s
saying that Jesus appeared to the twelve (x Cor. xv.,
5) it is probable he knew nothing of Judas’s suicide.

Such considerations show that the gospel story of
Judas is as much a legend as that in the gospel of
the Infancy, which relates that Judas when a boy was
possessed by Satan, and endeavoured to bite Jesus
(chap. xiv.). But how did this legend grow? It is
evidently so entwined with that of Jesus that whoever
shall unravel the one will go a long way towards ex-
plaining the other. 1 cannot pretend to do this, at
any rate, in the limits of an article, but will throw
out a suggestion or so for the disentanglement of a few
points, which may give the clue to some others. If
the reader will give patient attention to a somewhat
difficult matter, I will make amends for what he may
think the conjectural character of my suggestion by
winding up with an anecdote.

In the first place Judas is wanted in. the Christian
story as “ the villian of the piece.” The function
of the traitor is to set off the betrayed. An explana-
tion was needed as to how the divine being came to
get crucified. The treachery of a disciple was a
natural suggestion. Jesus had been put to death, but
of course he died a sacrifice, “ our passover sacrificed
for us.” The first-born son was regarded by the Jews
as devoted to God, and had to be redeemed by an
offering (Exod. xiii., 13; Num.xviii., 15; Lukeii., 22).
This offering Kitto tells us, in his Cyclopccdia of
Biblical Literature, was thirty pieces of silver. Here
we have the origin €f this portion of the Judas myth-
The story of his hanging himself may well have come
from the name Iscariot, since Ascara signifies strang-
ling, and iskarioth means a leathern bag, and may
have led to the legend of his being treasurer. Those
who wished to know why the adversary of Jesus was
named Judas may get a hint from The Jesus oj History
and the Jesus oj Tradition Identified, by George
Solomon. It is certain that the Christians were first
known as Galileans (Acts i., ir; ii., 7; Euke xxiii -
6) . Now the Galileans are mentioned by Josephus
as a turbulent people, the followers of one, Judas of
Galilee (mentioned Acts v., 37), who Origen informs
us was regarded by his followers as the Messiah. Tlw
Galileans, says Josephus, were the latest sect which
originated among the Jews. Their leader Judas was
put to death, but his party still carried on his work
(Antig. xviii., 10; Wars ii., 8-1). Josephus be it ever
borne in mind, knew nothing of the Christians, unless
he intended them by the Esscnes or this turbulent
sect founded by Judas of Galilee. Mr. Solomon boldly
surmises that this was so, and that the Jesus of the
gospels was a mixture of Judas with the Jesus of
whom Josephus tells as crying ” woe, woe to Jerusa-
lem.”

As Christianity spread in the Roman empire, it was
necessary carefully to distinguish its founder fro«l
the Judas who led an insurrection and was put to
death. Judas became the antagonist of Jesus, though
Irenaeus, the first Father who mentions the folr
gospels, also mentions a Gospel according to Judas,
and we know that an early Christian sect, called by
their adversaries the Cainites, venerated him.

Now for the anecdote. A red-haired Frcethinkcr
once overheard a Jesuit remark, " Let me sec.
not Judas always depicted with red hair?” “ That,
sir,”, remarked the fiery-hued Freethinker, “ has
warrant in your Gospels. But it is quite clear thal
Judas was of the company of Jesus.”

J. M. Wheeler-

Put yourself in his place, and do unto another wha
you would have him do unto you.—Confucius 500 n.C.
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Acid Drops.

During the ceremony in Whitehall a spiritualistic lady
took a snapshot of the Cenotaph, and when the plate
was developed, lo, there appeared numerous pictures of
the spirits of the dead soldiers who had, apparently,
come to see the proceedings! Unfortunately the Daily
Sketch published a couple of pictures, with a key, point-
ing out that most of these portraits were not those of
dead soldiers, but of living footballers. And it also
explained how it was done and how anyone can get
crowds of portraits of ghosts anywhere and at any time.
Moreover, it followed up its exposure by offering £1,000
if the lady who was responsible for the living footballers
masquerading as dead soldiers could produce a picture
°f ghosts at the Cenotaph under conditions that did not
admit of the utilisation of living persons.

Of course, .Sir Arthur Conan Doyle quite accepts the
genuineness of the ghosts. Is there anything in this line
he will not accept as genuine? - If so we have failed to
n°te it. But it should strike someone as remarkable
that these photographs are always made by those who
already believe in them. Yet the number of the dead is
so great, there must be so many millions and billions
°f ghosts about that one would think it next to an im-
possibility to expose any plate without snapping a few
ghosts.  Seriously, with the ignorant antics of a Gypsy
Smith at one end, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle with his
fairies and other absurdities at the other, and the- Hick-
son imposture in between, it does not look as though
our civilization is anything to brag about.

Since writing the above paragraph wc see that Mrs.
Deane, who was responsible for the spirit photographs,
has declined the challenge of the Daily Sketch. Her
spirit guides will not submit to conditions. Strange!
These spirits are not at all affronted when a charge is
made for so much per head at a spiritualistic gathering,
hut they cannot stand it when the Middlesex Hospital
stands to gain £1,000 by their appearance. The Sketch
soundly retorts that Mrs. Deane is a fraud. But she
may take heart. Sir Arthur Conan Doyle will probably
still believe in her. What puzzles us is why if spirits
can get themselves photographed in an open thorough-
fare when the camera is held by a “ medium ” on the
°ther side of the road, they are not sometimes photo-
graphed by some of the many thousands of amateurs who
are taking “ snaps ” all over the country. Strange, shy
things are these spirits !

A correspondent has been kind enough to forward us a
tr«ct from the Protestant Press Bureau, upon which we
hope to comment later. For the time being we should
*he to note one thing. On the back of the tract is the
following :—

The Press and Protestantism. Important. Roman
Catholics utilize the Press of Protestant England to
further the end of their Church. Ought not Protestants
to use it in the interests of Truth? Whenever you see
newspapers' attacks on Protestantism, however plausible,
however mendacious, and from whatever source, send
the papers, without delay, tO.........ccccoeernennns

Tlen follows the address of the Secretary of the Protes-
tant Press Bureau. How these Christians do love one
another. After nearly two thousand years this divinely
revealed creed is still the subject of bitter sectarian

Seemingly the Deity was not particularly clear
M his revelation, since after hundreds of years of dis-
tI>ssion no one is agreed as to what is Christian tmth
aild what is the invention and pernicious interpretation
O Ihe " other chap.”

ff would be time well spent to study the late Joseph
y>hrad through his works, and then compare the eon-
~usion with the remembrances of that gifted author
°w put in book form by Mr. F. M. Ford. What are
"e to make of this extract?

Out of the loyalty that is demanded of gentlemen we
Were both papists—but not the faintest glimmer of an
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idea is in the writer’s mind as to what might have been
the religious condition of Joseph Conrad, except that,
when out driving, he would turn back rather than meet-
two priests.

This statement is somewhat in the nature of betwixt
and between, and the writer is no doubt doing his best,
but Mr. Ford, when he writes without smudging lets
in a little light when he mentions the passion of Conrad
at the lack of imagination in all humanity :—

...... That imbecilities should be uttered as to the lot of
the suffering maddened him.” Now let Conrad, though
dead, speak for himself : “ Those who read me know
my conviction that the world, the temporal world, rests
on a very few simple ideas; so simple that they must be
as old as the hills.”

The elaborate humbug of all for which the Vatican stands
could not be one of them, and the style of his biographer
could not be another.

The Christianity of Mr. George Lansbury is like an
inch of elastic that can be stretched to measure a foot
or less. In the Daily Herald he now takes the physical
Jesus, familiar to us through Renan, as the discoverer
that mankind is made of one flesh and blood throughout
the world. Paradoxical as it may seem, this discovery
had the effect through Churches of making many cleav-
ages in the world. From racial to tribal, from tribal
to family, it divided with a deadly surety, and whether
or not we take the exoteric or esoteric view of Chris-
tianity its results are such that no one envies its bloody
pages in the book of history. Experience appears to be
making many inroads in the ideas of Mr. Lansbury re-
specting the fundamental part of Christianity, and if he
means by Jesus someone who was prepared to die to
prove the unity of mankind he has brought the question
within the limits of comprehension.

If we may hand out a bouquet from the flower-stall
of Freethouglit one should certainly be presented to
“ Gadfly,” of the Daily Herald. With his politics we
are not concerned in this paper—although politics ap-
pear as real these days as a meal made of chewing
cotton wool—but this writer, with his amusing banter
to cover up seriousness of purpose, gives the Reverend
Edward Arthur Guy Gwyn Johnson a good advertise-
ment. This gentleman of the cloth on all fours with
sycophancy towards Lady Downe is put in his period
by “ Gadfly ” as follows :—

He would have been thoroughly at home, | think, in
the eighteenth century, clad in wig and bands and gown,
mouthing Erastianism in the pulpit and simpering re-
spectfully at the Squire’s jokes up at the Hall. It must
be atavism or something.

The breadth of Freethought will include Touchstone as
well as Jacques and still leave room for more politely to
toe out of the room those who do not believe that man-
kind grows up.

Who says that the poor dear clergy are not useful ?
The Rev. C. F. Aspinwall, Vicar of St. Bartholomew’s
Church, Southsea, is an answer to this question. He is
an authority on the bridal veil and how to wear it, and
furthermore will insist upon all brides wearing veils
which he has ready at the church in case of emergencies.
This master of modes states :—

The bridal veil must be worn as a veil in the full
sense, coming down over the face.
In case the bride should be in any doubt, or want to eat
her breakfast through it, directions are given also :—
When the bridal pair are married the wveil can be
thrown back over the head. This old custom has be-
come impossible except in rare instances, owing to the
dressmakers knowing everything about dress and nothing
about the Church and her services.
We can only hope that the reverend gentleman was wear-
ing one when he made this pronouncement or we should
imagine he was talking through his hat. Vive la baga-
telle!

Patrick MacGill, will be
He is poaching on their

The celebrated author, Mr.
making the parsons jealous.
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preserves. In noticing his novel, The Carpenter of Orra,
the reviewer drops into a coldly classifying style
This Cornish tale belongs to the class of “ Chrisi-
story,” introducing, that is, a figure who resembles Christ
in the simplicity of his life (in a hut on Orra Common),
the endurance of insult, his magnetic influence, and so
on.
We like the “ and so on,” and the reviewer’s final judg-
ment of the novel is that “ the whole story is written
and conceived on very crude lines.” Perhaps Mr. Mac-
Gill is envious of Papini, or Hall Caine; or perhaps he
thought of the'public that his story “ is the stuff to give
'em.” In any case, there is always the feather bed of
theology to fall back on when inspiration runs dry.

Mr. Arthur Mee declares that the Bible “ begins with
a poem, and ends with a dream.” We should prefer to
say that it starts with a fiction and finishes with a night-

mare.

There are twenty-two Roman Catholic Members of
Parliament, ten of whom are Tories, ten Labour, and
two Liberal. That is a very charming adjustment among
the various political parties.

The advocates of Sunday games are about to press their
point again in Leeds., and the City Council will soon
be called upon to decide whether the Sunday use of
the facilities for games which it provides in the public
parks is to be permitted. Commenting upon this, the
Leeds Mercury pertinently remarks : “ The Sabbatarians
who travel to church by tramcar—and there are many
of them—are in no case to make a stand on religious
grounds against a demand for opportunities of greater
freedom in Sunday recreations, once that demand is
shown to be real and widespread.” This controversy
about Sunday games in public parks throws light upon
the real spirit which animates Christianity to-day in this
country. Sincere belief in the weird paraphernalia of
the creeds and dogmas is rapidly waning. But the reli-
gionists still insist upon a rigid convention. In the hey-
day of Sabbatarianism in the early and mid-Victorian
period it was the convention to be as dreary and de-
pressed on the Sabbath as possible—or at least to act
as though one fervently realized that one was a miserable
wretched creature, probably condemned to hell fire, and
at the best sentenced to the perpetual playing of a harp
in a heaven chiefly furnitured with clouds. And to-day
this gloomy convention must be retained; if Christians
dare to be openly cheerful what will become of their
dreadful beliefs? What cheery person could honestly
believe in hell-fire. Who could joke and smile when fear-
ful that the Christian hell was his or her future dwelling-
place ? No, the Christians arc merely logical when they
are excessively doleful, and wish to make the rest of

us equally dismal.

But with the accommodating spirit which has always
characterized the sincere Christian, the Sabbatarian to-
day can still realize the necessity for the “ come let us
be doleful ” convention, while acting like a sensible
creature and using the amenities of civilization just as
much on Sunday as on any other day of the week. And
so our Podsnaps and Pecksniffs ride to Church, agree
there in unison that they are liell-deserving sinners,
unless they have undergone a somewhat mysterious pro-
cess known as being washed in the Blood of the Lamb,
and return home to listen-in, in all probability. And the
curious thing is, that they are probably more or less
sincere in acting thus. Christianity, like all religions
for that matter, demands strict adherence to the letter of
its creed, rather than to the spirit. Besides, one can
hardly expect the elderly deacon of a Little Bethel to
have any hankering after a game of football, on Sunday—
or Saturday either. But he does appreciate riding rather
than walking through the slush. And, even logically-
minded, thoroughly sincere people often unconsciously
select arguments which justify their doing something
which they greatly desire to do.
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What the Christian Jeremiahs choose to do is no con-
cern of ours—so long, at least, as they do not bother
normal folk by singing dolorous and ghastly hymns at
street corners, or scare an audience of kiddies there, by
all sorts of gloomy, suggestive references to Blood and
Fire, and Hell and Damnation, and a kind of three-
headed monstrosity that is always peeping round the
corner of a cloud to see if one is behaving properly.
If they like to be gloomy together in their chapels and
churches, well that is their business. Some people are
never truly happy unless they are thoroughly miserable.
Exactly how miserable they should be, and just what
kind of penance they should perform for having been
born miserable, hell-deserving sinners, is for the Chris-
tians to decide. What we object to is these people’s en-
deavour to thrust their hobby upon normal folk. There
are, for most people, plenty of real causes for unhappi-
ness, without the creation of an artificial atmosphere of
gloom. And we sometimes wonder whether our lachry-
mose Christians will ever learn good manners and cease
their attempt to make other folk as completely uncom-
fortable as they are on Sunday, unless an offensive is
undertaken against them. If Freethinkers and others
by letters to the local Press, and in any other way, made
it plain that they regard this attempt to create an atmo-
sphere of gloom on Sunday, to prevent healthy recreation
then, to turn people’s thoughts from healthy enjoyments,
to a morbid puzzling over an hypothetical future state
—if Freethinkers made it clear that they re-
gard this as positively immoral, our Pecksniffs might
begin to consider whether after all Sabbatarianism is so
completely “ respectable.” And once let them begin to
doubt its eminent respectability, and they will quickly
discard it, and allow decent people to be undisturbed
over that one matter at least.

Dr. Beattie is a Christian. As such he believes in
standing no nonsense from ridiculous people who dare
to be sceptical of his faith. Woriting in the Recorder, he
says : ihe Bible says, ‘ The fool hath said in his heart
there is no God, and | believe that no one but a fool
would dare to say such a thing either in his heart or
in the columns of the Press.” Doubtless the doctor is
an authority upon folly. However, he mixes this firm
treatment of fools with the true Christian mildness. “ |
can understand,” he says magnanimously, “ | can under-
stand people being ignorant of God’s character, but even
in darkest paganism men feel and know that there is a
God.” We suggest that if the worthy doctor told a
“ Pagan ” this to his face, he would stand a very good
chance of coming to a sudden and violent end. The
“ Pagan ” feels and knows that there is a C.od? Why,
he knows that there are dozens, or hundreds, or thou-
sands, or tens of thousands of them. The Pagan is a
whole-hogger, doctor, and would most emphatically not
be content with one God, even though that Deity be
three, or three hundred beings in one. No, the “ Pagan ”
believes in real generosity in matters of Deities.

Having dealt firmly with us, the doctor proceeds to
enlighten our darkness. “ llow is God comprehended?”
he demands. Lest he should receive some such flippant
rejoinder as " The answer is a lemon,” he hastens to
Icply. “ * God is a spirit,” and is therefore comprehended
by the spiiitual sense which God has graciously given
to us, and by means of which we have affinity with
Him.  Well, we don’t wish to be rude, or even to deal
firmly with our Christian teacher. But really this ex-
planation seems to us about as clear as mud. If. Dr-
Beattie would explain what he means (1) by God; (2
spiritual sense; (3) affinity with God, we might get sonic
notion of the ideas lie is trying to express. As it is "'e
suspect the explanation is implied in another paragraph
of his letter. “ The great trouble to-day, sir, is that the
Bible is either not read or read in a haphazard way and
by men whose minds are already full of atheistic and
agnostic destructive criticism.” We can understand
anyone who makes a practice of reading steadily through
the Bible finding it somewhat difficult to be either polite
or clear. ‘llie old book certainly provides a bad example
in both those particulars.
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Onr Sustentation Fund.

Previously acknowledged, £345 3s. 3d. G. F.
Shoults, ¢5; W. T. Allfrey, 5s. 6d.; J. Bryce, £1] Mr.
and Mrs. Greenhall, 5s.; Mrs. D. Houston, 18s. gd.;
Javali, 5s.; Swansea, £2 2s.; H. Russell Phillips, 10s.;
H. V. Templeman, £1; A. J. Marriott, 5s.; P. Lowe,
2s.; S. Waring, 2s.; T. Roberts, is.; Danett, is.; W. A
Williams, 2s.; D. P. Sticliells, £1; S. Martin, 10s.

Per D. F. Gloak : Mr. and Mrs. McHenry, 10s.;
Mr. and Mrs. Morton, 10s.; Mr. and Mrs. Martin, 5s.;
Mr. and Mrs. Ross, 4s.; Mr. and Mrs. D. F. Gloak,
ios.; D. F. Gloak, Junr., 2s. 6d.; Chris. Gloak, 2s. 6d.;
Frnest Gloak, 2s. 6d.

Total, (360 19s. 6d.

This Fund will close on December 7.

We shall be obliged if subscribers will point out
any errors that appear in the above list of acknow-
ledgments. Chapman Cohen.

To Correspondents.

Those Subscribers who receive their copy
of the "Freethinker” in a GREEN WRAPPER
Will please take it that the renewal of their
subscription is due. They will also oblige, if
they do not want us to continue sending the
Paper, by notifying us to that effect.

J Stirling.--We should like to see greater activity among

Freethinkers in Paisley. Perhaps close association with
the Glasgow Branch might bring it about,

k- S. Atrury—If your Roman Catholic friend will consult the
Roman Catholic Universe for one or two issues preceding
the date of the “ Acid Drops . lie will find the speech as
reported. We did not keep the cuttings, and it is possible

that we did not give the Vaughan in question his correct jhad worked hard to make the meeting a success.

ecclesiastical title.

J Houston—Thanks for cuttings, both useful. We can only
sPeak for ourselves. We have been Republican from boy-
hood, and leave the singing of “ God Save the King ” to
those who desire it. There should be, and are, ways
°* expressing one’'s sense of duty to one’s country other
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When the services of the National Secular Society in connec-
tion with Secular Burial Services are required, all com-
munications should he addressed to the Secretary, Miss
E. M. Vance, giving as long notice as possible.

" Lecture Notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London,
E.C.4, by the first post Tuesday, or they will not be
inserted.

. Orders for literature should be sent to the Business Manager

J of the Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4,

I and not to the Editor.

All Cheques and Postal Ordere should be made payable to
" The Pioneer Press/’ and crossed " London, City and
Midland Bank, Clcrkcnwell Branch.”

Letters for the Editor of the " Freethinker” should be
addressed to 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.q.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favour

by marking the passages to which they wish us to call
attention.

The “ Freethinker ” will be forwarded direct from the pub-
lishing office at the following rates (Home and Abroad) :—
One year, 15s.; half year, 7s. 6d.; three months, 3s. qd.

Sugar Plums.

.Stratford Town Hall was quite filled on Sunday evening
last, and from the platform the meeting was quite an
inspiring sight. So far as Mr. Cohen himself was con-
cerned he was pleased to see, along with many friends
of later years, a good number of those who listened to
him when he first lectured from the Freethought plat-
form, now nearly thirty-five years ago. To retain the
respect and, one might say, the affection of men and
women for that period is an unintentional compliment of
the highest kind, and one which the speaker values
highly. Mr. Rosetti occupied the chair, and he, too,
seems to have made a place for himself in the respect of
Freethinkers. Like others he will value that the more
highly as he grows older. He made a strong appeal for
support for the local Branch, and we trust that it bore
results. The new plan of advertising had evidently borne
good results, and the members of the West Ham Branch
They
were evidently satisfied with the results.

If. we may be permitted to draw a moral from the suc-
, cess of the two recent meetings in London, the one at the
, Parkhurst Theatre, and the other at the Stratford Town

than this. Glad you so much appreciate the Freethinker j Haj it is that meetings can be made successful if they’

notes on literary matters.

good bookseller should be able to obtain a copy of
Colonel Lynch’s Ethics, if asked. It is published by
Cassells.

J Martin—We appreciate the suggestion, but whenever the
lT'und is closed there would always be some who would
subscribe had it been open longer. By December 7 it
'vdl have been running for two months, and that appears to
b'lve every reasonable opportunity to those who are inter-
ested in the Freethought cause and the future of the Free-
thinker.

k'u can— Yes; “ John Douse’” was an obvious misprint for
J°hn Dunne. We have had his essay on suicide by us for
',nai'y years. It is a fine piece of writing.
Bryci;—Thanks for good wishes. Our job is not exactly
a bed of roses, but it has to be done, and we are doing
°ur best.

M Templeman—We note your appreciation of articles,
ai,d are bearing in mind your suggestions for future
art>cles. We are always glad to receive these. But we do
MOt quite sec the value of the distinction between “ State 1
aild “ Relation ” when applied to life. It appears to us to
""body the difference between statics and dynamics. It
\ﬁ rt]%% 7re|ation which creates and perpetuates the state, is

‘s cloak—Thanks for donations to Fund.
S\W'Vg S rC~ lIPon y°u doing your share. ]
ansea— Shall be very pleased to see the Swansea friends
TI,",n" ~ur re8ards to all.
~  hrecthinker ” is supplied to the trade on sale or return.
t 'ly difficulty in securing copies should be at once reported
n ° this office.
Slr*eC'lal "Society, Limited, office is at 62 Farringdon
77,( G London, E.C.4.

Str~atlo,'al Secular Society’s office is at 62 Farringdon
London, E.C.4.

We can

lare set about in the right kind of way. The audience
lis there, and, to use a colloquialism, the Freethought
. speaker has “ the goods.” What is required is the right
I'method of bringing the potential audience and the meet-
ing into the proper relationship. This can only be done
by hard work. A good meeting means hard work on the
' part of the organisers, and it is well to bear these things
' constantly in mind.

To-day (November 30) Mr. Cohen will visit Leicester,
land will speak in the Secular Hall, llumberstoue Gate,
at 6.30. Leicester friends will please note.

A Paisley friend informs us that he asked Mr. Rosslyn
Mitchell, Mr. Asquith’s successful rival, whether he was
in favour of a policy of Secular Education. The reply
[was, “ Yes, and Religious.” We have no doubt but that

, Mr. Rosslyn Mitchell considered this kind of shuffle
(“ smart.” To our mind it justifies our correspondent’s
" description of him as a “ religious wobbler.” Still, we
should say that if this evasiveness is characteristic of
Mr. Mitchell, and if lie is always ready to dodge awk-
Iward questions, and maintains the same disposition to
run with the hare and hunt with the hounds, he has
I'found in politics a suitable field for his energies. There

1could only be one better, and that is the pulpit.

There was a good audience at the North London
Branch’s meeting to listen to Miss Ettie Rout’s address
on “ Freethought aud Sex Problems.” The lecture was
excellent in both tone and matter, and evoked a lively



702

and interesting discussion—one of the most interesting
of the season. To-night (November 30) the speaker will
be Mr. C. Batchelor, who will open a discussion on “ The
Principles of the Communist Party.” Will intending
visitors note that the time of the meeting has been
altered from 7.30 to 7?

To-day (November 30) Miss Ettie Rout will visit Man-
chester and will lecture for the Manchester Branch in the
Engineers’ Hall, Rusholme Road. In the afternoon at 3
her subject will be “ Sexual Health,” and in the evening
at 6.30, “ Birth Control.” Miss Rout, as most of our
readers know, has written a number of works on these
subjects, and this, along with her lengthy experience in
connection with public bodies, gives her the right to
speak “ as one with authority.” We trust to hear that
she has had the hall filled at both meetings.

The West Ham Branch is holding another of its popu-
lar “ Socials ” on Saturday, November 29, at 7, in the
Earlham, Forest Gate, E. There will be the usual varied
programme, and admission is free to all Freethinkers
and their friends. There will be songs, dances, etc., so
that the evening will lack nothing from the point of view
of gaiety.

Will members of the Plymouth Branch please note that
there will be a meeting of members held in the Labour
Club, 6 Richmond Street, on Tuesday, December 2, at
7.30. As matters are to be discussed which are of vital
interest to the Branch it is hoped that every member will
make a special effort to be present.

Karl Marx.

I11.—Capital.

Hegei, still haunts me a little in writing this article :
| had hoped to have disposed of him and left him in
the limbo of forgetfulness, but Karl Marx won't let
me. He quotes Hegel, he refers to Hegel, he infuses
into his writings a spirit of Hegelism, so that in sheer
exasperation at last one turns round and cries, who,
what, why is Hegel here, still here ?

All this | say without hedging on my previous
statement that Hegel has really little to do with
“ Capital Karl Marx has done no more with Hegel
than that for which he unmercifully satirises others—
using the pom-pom of big names to cover ineffective-
ness of thought.

I reserve certain criticisms of Karl Marx in this re-
gard, but as we must penetrate to the bed-rock we
will take Hegel on the way. Marx himself says :
“ My dialectic process is not different from the
Hegelian, but is its direct opposite. To Hegel the life
process of the human brain, i.e., the process of think-
ing, which, under the name of *the Idea,” he even
transforms into an independent subject, is the
demiurgos of the real world, and the real world is
only the external, phenomenal form of ‘ the Idea.’
With me, on the contrary, the ideal is nothing else
than the natural world reflected by the human mind,
and translated into the forms of thought.”

Of this passage | will only say, in passing, that no
one ever built up a valid scientific structure, as one
finds in mathematics or physics, on such modes of
thought as here indicated; and the fact that Hegel
or Karl Marx may appear to do so in philosophy is
evidence less of the superiority of that subject than
of the fogginess, reeking of fumes of the Middle Ages,
with which it is still invested and which permit two
contradictory statements to live together, when, in-
deed, neither have any real meaning.

Marx, who had within him a strong vein of con-
trariety and pugnacity, says in another place, in reply
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to some disparagement of Hegel, “ I, therefore, an-
nounced myself the pupil of that mighty thinker, and
then here and there in the chapter on the theory of
Value, coquetted with the modes of expression pecu-
liar to him.”

One notion which he derived from Hegel gave him
a certain spirit of faith, though it does not add to
the value of his analysis of economic conditions. This
might be expressed as the principle of Determinism.

Marx became assured of the ultimate triumph of his
ideas because he thought that they proceeded along
the lines pre-ordained by the nature of things. There
are certain flaws, however, in this mode of reasoning,
for though Determnism may be acceptable in a scope
large enough—that is to say when amongst the deter-
mining factors all manner of human emotions, desires,
and voluntary efforts are also included—yet within
a narrower range there is no ground for invoking this
principle.

If, indeed, such ground existed then the writings
of Capital and the whole work of the propaganda of
Marx and his school would have been, if not nugatory,
at least supererogatory; he could, instead of showing
himself the strenuous combatant and champion of
the proletariat, just as well, like a sated pasha, have
folded his hands on a fat paunch and cried, Kismet;
what is to be will be.

Putting the mere furniture of philosophy out of
reckoning, therefore, let 1Is look to the working of
the machine. Now in Capital we find long valuable
chapters on Machinery and Modern Industry, and in-
cidentally on child labour, sweating and the like,
which though interesting and informative do not make
demands on any special theory. Finally, therefore, to
cut the matter short we come to two main theses in
the economic and sociological system with which he
deals. These arc the theory of “ surplus value,” and
the theory of “ centralization.”

In very brief space the theory of surplus value may
be thus stated : Profit is the equivalent of the differ-
ence between the selling price and the cost of the
article. The price may be taken to be composed by
(@ th value of the raw material, (b) value represented
by the plant (c) new work bestowed on the article.
Now of these three categories it is (¢) which offers to
the capitalist the opportunity of unfair pressure, and
this opportunity he exercises in the most abominable
manner. In other words, the gist of the matter is
the fight between labour and capital for the fair ap-
portionment of that part of enhanced value which has
been actually added by the labourer’'s work.

The theory of centralization is that the process of
competition, first seen as between captial and labour,
will be carried on between capitalist and capitalist,
until at length we will have the spectacle of our
economic world containing a vast population of a
cheated, exploited, exasperated proletariat and a fe'v
technically capable but morally imbecile capitalists-
At this point occurs the explosion, the revolution, the
clearing of the ground for a world Communism.

Here again Marx professes to found his work upon
scientific principles whether of psychology, or pliil*
sophy, or sociology; but if it really depended on such
support and if it had to be justified Iy his previsions»
then the actual events of the history of civilization
would show the falsity of his system. He has been
proved wrong in all the particulars which he cites-
It is not true, for example, that the bourgeoisie in ft*
struggle for power must necessarily destroy the old
aristocracy and the forms in which it was embodied»
Marx has not allowed for what are the most powerfn
motives in human conduct, not love of gain for itself»
but for display, the satisfaction of vanity, the exercisc
of what we have called by a short name in this country
for its use is so frequent, snobbery. The profited
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becomes the most powerful prop of the “ Church and
State it is lie who seeks to send his son to Harrow
or Eton; it is he who buys race-horses, not that lie
can tell one end from another, but because the owner
of a classic three-year-old has the entrance into a cer-
tain society; it is lie who having sold most things for
money will sell his paltry soul for a paltry title.

Further, though the tendency is for the control of
great businesses to fall into the hands of a few, yet
the result is not the elimination of the middleman
°r the middle classes, and still less does it appear in
any antagonism to the system. In this respect also
that same principle of— it hurts my senses to pen the
word, but unfortunately it is necessary— snobbery is
so vital that it may be considered the very cement
of the British Constitution. The exploited and sweated
clerk does not realize himself in the tragic figure
of Karl Marx’s imagination ready to tear down the
bastilles of iniquity; the very name of Karl Marx him-
self is detestible to him, he keeps his spats and his
gloves— for he either wears these or hopes to wear
them even as the adornment of his soul— unspotted
from the world, and, adorning the old feudal forms,
votes Tory and gives us Winston Churchill as his
great economic paragon.

If then we reject in Karl Marx his high and tenuous
Philosophy, his economic theories, do we deprive him
°f substance? No. We simply cut away the acces-
sories and we come then to the real thing. The main-
spring of all his movement is not a reasoned ethical
system; it is a matter of experience, of character, of
temperament.

The dynamics of “ Capital ” may be found in pas-
sages such as this : “ Englishmen, always well up
hi the Bible, know well enough that man, unless by
elective grace a capitalist, or landlord, or sinecurist,
's commanded to cat his bread in the sweat of his
brow, but they did not know that he had to eat daily
in his bread a certain quantity of human perspira-
tion, mixed with the discharge of abscesses, cobwebs,
(lead black beetles, and putrid German yeast, without
counting alum, sand, and other agreeable animal in-
gredients.”

That terrible tirade which, let it sear the mind or
revolt the stomach, is salutary nevertheless, that
caustic sentence reveals the fierce undying hatred of
Karl Marx for the sham, the hypocrisy, the fraud
covered up in the glory of our high state functions.

From the same chapter, “ The Working Day,” |
tabc another significant passage : “ It dealt with the
death of the milliner, Mary Anne Walkley, twenty
Jears of age, employed in a highly respectable dress-
making establishment....... This girl worked on an
average sixteen and a half hours, and during the
Scason often thirty hours, without a break. It was
"ccessary to conjure up in the twinkling of an eye
the gorgeous dresses for the noble ladies bidden to the
rall in honour of the newly-imported Princess of
Wales. "’

Karl Marx then is, at least according to my reading,
"ot a great philosopher, not even a reliable economist;
Ht he is the repository of all the griefs, the exas-
peration, the rancour of the abused, the spoilated, the
Ejected; lie is himself the incarnation of the perse-
c"ted; he is the leader of the Revolt of the Masses.

How does he propose to rectify the system, to set
°"r tottering civilization on its feet? 1he construc-
frve part of his programme has occupied his thoughts
""ich less than the destructive, and the presentation
his ways and means is singularly lacking in com-
Prehensiveness, in circumspection, or even in vitality,
. brjefly his scheme is to ask the proletariat to put
itsel into the hands of the Communist intelligentsia,
So that it may be led as an army of assault against
d'e strongholds of Capitalism.
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In Chapter Il. of the Manifesto he says :—

The Communists form no distinct party in opposi-
tion to other working men’s parties. The} do not
propose any particular principles, according to which
they would mould the proletarian movement.

The Communists distinguish themselves from other
proletarian parties, in that they on the one hand
bring into promineuce in the national struggles of
the Proletariat, the common interests of the entire
proletariat independent of nationality, and at all
times they represent the interest of the whole
movement in the various stages of the struggle
between the Proletariat and the Bourgeoise. The
Communists therefore are practically the most deter-
mined, the most advanced -section of the working
men’s parties of all countries. They have theoreti-
cally the advantage of the great mass of the Prole-
tariat ; they have an insight into the conditions, the
progress and the final results of the whole proletarian
movement.

I could cite other passages to bear out what | have
said about the leadership; but in the next instalment
I will show this system in actual operation in Moscow,
and | hope to enliven my exposition by strange
pictures and graphic touches.

Arthur Lynch.

Rev. Josiah’s Retribution.

The line of conduct adopted by the Rev. Josiali
Stubbings over the affair of Simon Horsfield, the
younger, puzzled me for many a long day, and the
solution would probably have eluded me till now
had not our little postmistress put me wise.

Josiah and young Simon had grown up together
from boyhood, had attended the same Sunday-school,
Bible-classes, and Chapel in our little town, where
Simon’s father, old Simon, who was a prominent
member, class-leader, deacon and Sunday-school
superintendent, kept a—or rather the—drapery shop.

When Josiah’s mother, a widow, desired to find
her son a place, what was more natural than that
she should approach the worthy deacon and enlist
his good offices. He responded, and gave Josiah
a start with his own son in the drapery business.

Whether old Simon found Josiah to be a little
sharper than his own son, and consequently favoured
him unduly, | cannot tell, but an aloofness and
coolness ensued, and the two young men who had
hitherto been friendly were afterwards not on good
speaking terms, treating each other with silent con-
tempt.

After a while, Josiah began to find the drapery
trade somewhat irksome and distasteful. Being very
much in demand as a local preacher, and having
the reputation of being able to move the Almighty
by prayer better than anyone except the minister
himself, he was encouraged by his fond mother and
the older generation at the chapel to prepare him-
self to enter the ministry. In truth, he felt it was
his true vocation, for he had memorized quite a
harvest of biblical texts, was never at a loss for a
guotation to clinch a dispute, and his education had
not been conducted on such lines as would dim his
religious zeal. In fact he could have admirably
carried out the duties of a parson, whose qualifica-
tions—according to advertisements we see from time
to time—are zeal and enthusiasm rather than fluency
and education. His employer warmly seconded his
aspirations by allowing him time off to attend and
occasionally speak at district rallies, conventions and
week-day preaching services at distant chapels.

Josiah was subsequently proposed to the Con-
nexion as a young man whose true vocation was the
pulpit, and the saving of immortal souls, and whose
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talents were wasted behind a shop counter. He was
accepted, and spent about three years as a student
in one of the connexional establishments euphemis- "'
tically known as a “ college ” for the training of
young evangelists. i

Towards the close of this probationary period a
vacancy occurred for the pastorate of a chapel in
a neighbouring town about twenty-five miles dis-
tant, and Josiah’s fame having penetrated even thus
far, he was duly “ called ” to the ministry. Any-
way, that was how it was announced, but | happen
to know that he lost no time in visiting the church
and canvassing the influential members. Eventually
he wrote out a lengthy application, supported by
testimonials from the “ principal ” of his “ college ”
and the deacons of his old chapel, much in the same
way as a youth applies for a job in a counting house,
and he was ultimately selected from close on fifty
applicants. Here he took root) and for many years
he was reputed to have “ laboured ” in the cause,
although many of us regarded the term as a mis-
nomer. Singularly enough, he rarely visited his
native town, or the chapel, during either his col-
legiate career or his first pastorate.

Meanwhile changes had occurred with us at home.

Old Simon had been gathered to his fathers, and
the winding up of his affairs disclosed the fact that
the only way to pay his debts was to dispose of the
business. A large multiple firm made a good bid
and promptly turned it into an “ emporium,” in-
stalled their own manager, and turning young Simon,
who had grown up in the business, adrift. He after-
wards found employment in the local co-operative
store, through the influence of some of the chapel
members who were on the managing committee. He
settled down, married, and he and his family were
faithful and regular Sunday-scholars and chapel-
goers. Ostensibly he carried out his duties satis-
factorily both on week-days and Sundays, and had
the reputation of being a god-fearing citizen. He
was made responsible for sales and money transac-
tions at the stores, but that did not limit his activi-
ties, for he was always in the limelight when sub-
scriptions, collections, flag-days, employees’ trijps,
etc., were arranged. And really, who was more suit-
able and trustworthy to deal with such matters than
one who was always in his place at the chapel, class-
meeting, and Sunday-school. Hence he was highly
trusted—too highly, as events turned out.

The downfall of Simon occasioned much aston-
ishment and searching of hearts amongst the chapel-
folk. It seems that some interfering busybodics
termed “ auditors” in investigating the Co-opera-
tive Society’s transactions for the half-year had dis-
covered discrepancies, the nature of which was so
serious that, after a prolonged committee meeting,
Simon was apprehended at two o’clock in the morn-
ing and detained pending the hearing of the charge
before the local magistrates. Only formal evidence
was given, and he was remanded for a week in cus-
tody, in order to give the auditors time to complete
their investigations of the total defalcations and pre-
fer the charge.

Then, like a bombshell, the Rev. Josiah Stubbings,
who had avoided us for years, made an unexpected
appearance in our midst, having come post-haste
from his flock at He was already acquainted
with the whole of the details, and lost nc time in
interviewing the Chairman of the Bench of Magi-
strates and the members of the management com-
mittee of the Co-operative Society. What occurred
at these interviews, whether he melted their stony
hearts by his eloquence, drew attention to the scan-
dal that would be caused to the church militant, j
pleaded for leniency on account of Simon’s hitherto
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unblemished character, pictured the plight of Simon’s
wife and family, did not transpire, but the result
was that when the case came for hearing no evidence
was offered, the charge withdrawn, and Simon left
tire court without a stain on his overall. He shortly
afterwards left the district, and his subsequent move-
ments are uncertain.

| puzzled over it, and yet could not account for
Josiah’s seemingly disinterested action towards one
for whom he never had any affection, until one day
called at the Post Office to transact some
business.

Our postmistress is a worthy little woman, and
knows everyone's business, and lest you should
think that she derives her information from a sur-
reptitious perusal of other people’s postcards, let
me hasten to inform you that she is the repository of
the confidences of a large number of clients. Natur-
ally we conversed about the affair, and on my ex-
pressing surprise at Josiah’s advocacy of the case
of one who had always been a thorn in his side, she
replied :—

“ Ah well, we might let it pass at that. But
surely you knew the real reason for Josiah’s con-
cern 'in the matter and why he came over so soon
as he heard of Simon’s trouble. Did you not?
Well, it's an old story, and maybe you were too
young to be informed at the time, and mind you,
I don’t wish to throw stones at anyone, particularly
one who has succeeded like Josiah has. But it seems
that old Simon called Josiah into his office a .few days
before he was due to leave for college, in order to
go through his ledgers and account books which had
been in Josiah’s charge. OIld Simon noticed one or
two accounts still apparently unpaid which he had
every reason to believe had been settled. In fact one
of his customers had actually produced a receipt
signed by Josiah himself, and yet the account had
not been marked off in the ledger as paid. Simon
had also just paid a small account for repairs, firmly
believing that he had given Josiah money to settle
this account a few weeks before. Old Simon was
unsatisfied, and Josiah, on being confronted with
these transactions, sorrowfully admitted that lie had
not paid the repairs account, although he had had
the money, and also that several customers’ accounts
apparently still owing had been duly settled. Had
it not been that Josiah was about to embark on his
college career preparatory to entering the ministry
old Simon would have put the matter in the hands
of the police. Josiah wisely decided to leave for cob
lege a few days before he was due, in order to avoid
any demonstration, but news travels quickly, and
there was quite a good number of chapel folk on the
platform to give him a good send-off, the only not-
able absentees being the two Simons, father and
son, for reasons which we could not then guess, but
know now. For years, therefore, Josiah has fch
too ashamed to show himself here until this last
affair. So far from regarding Josiah’s solicitude m
getting young Simon let off as a disinterested and
public-spirited action, you may well regard it in tlw
nature of a quid pro quo, and the discharge of the
debt he owed to Simon’s father.”

Which prompts me to moralize thus :(—

Firstly, if a man wishes to extend his circle
acquaintances, increase his sphere of influence, hts
trade, win esteem as an upright character, he shouh
attend a place of worship. For if he fall, it is inj'
puted to a mere lapse in the pursuit of a high idea,
and his chapel-going is very useful in procuring 3
mitigation of his just punishment. In short, it Pa>s)

Secondly, the white bow affected by the men of tIC
“ cloth ” is not to be taken as the symbol of a blame
less life. llowEE F rancis*
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Obituary,

STEWART DUCKWORTH HEADLAM.

It is not only in liis own church that the death oi
Stewart Duckworth Headlam, Priest and Reformer, will
be deeply mourned. London and indeed the nation at
large, will mourn the loss of this fearless, great-hearted
champion of great causes, whom Bernard Shaw once
called “ The Knight of the Unrepresented,” and of whom
Or. Scott Lidgett, his colleague on the Education Com-
mittee of the London County Council, has just truly
said that “ his work will be an imperishable monument
lu the history of London Education.” There is probably
not a child or teacher in London’s Council .Schools who
does not feel that they have lost the best friend they
ever had.

As a young curate in Bethnal Green, fifty years ago,
be gathered round him a group of eager young folks, who
met in the workman’s flat in which he lived in Water-
low Buildings. He did his duty as a parish priest and
bad a high ideal of what that duty was. He not only
Prepared the youths and maidens for Confirmation, and
read the Bible with them. He also read, in these classes,
Shakespeare and Tennyson : he taught the lads to swim :
be went for country walks with them : and took them to
the theatre. They studied together the laws of health
aml political economy. In those early seventies of last
century were the beginnings of great things, which de-
veloped later, when the people of Bethnal Green called
him to a wider sphere of service on the London School
board and then'on the L.C.C., into the Evening Con-
tinuation Schools, the London Schools Swimming Club,
the Loudon Shakespeare League, of which he was Presi-
dent till his death, and the visits of thousands of happy
school-children to the * Old Vic.”

In Bethnal Green he fought the slum landlords, who
tried to prevent the establishment of the P'ree Library,
tic joined the Commonwealth (Radical) Club, and gave it
1 library of useful books from his own shelves. One of
bis lectures on * Theatres and Music Halls ” brought him
>»to conflict with a narrow-minded Bishop of London, and
caused his dismissal from his curacy. The reply was
tbe founding of the Church and .Stage Guild.

Contact with a strenuous Secular movement in the
bast End brought him into touch with many well-known
freethinkers, including Charles Bradlaugli and Annie
besaut. lie lectured to East London Secular Societies,
aild also took part in Sunday evening discussions at the
Hall of Science. Deeply devoted to religious principles,
be held to them with characteristic tenacity, hut all the
time with the widest and most respectful tolerance of
°tbers.  Freethinkers were glad to meet such a clergy-
man, and his relations with them were always of the
most cordial nature. llis opponents were among his
greatest admirers. llis love of liberty was all-embracing :
liberty of thought, of publication of political and econo-
mic freedom. In all the years of his public life no call
t° action on behalf of freedom of thought or speech ever
ound him wanting. He accepted the anti-malthusianism
of Henry George, but defended the right of Bradlaugh
ai,(t Bcsant to publish the Fruits of Philosophy. He
taught the Church Catechism to those who were sent to
min at Church, but was a life-long advocate of Secular
alucation in the State schools.

When Bradlaugh was excluded from the House of
Commons, he did a great work in arousing public
°Pinion against the grotesque invasion of the rights of
a {Bn.stituency. lie was always a sworn enemy of the
b'f%%r[()bemy Laws, and when the late editor of the Free-
thin er was imprisoned for “ blasphemy,” organised a
\F;&?;CFSt m which many clergymen followed him. The

nils of the twelve volumes of his Church Reformer
j ., 1 outspoken articles on these subjects. Early
Ulal884. in his first issue, lie published an article Ol the
asphemy Laws which earned him high praise from
mrles Bradlaugh.
a .u tbe purely religious side his interests were keen
ofln continuous. It would lead to a misunderstanding
ji - Ic man’s character to lose sight of this. He pub-
er IT1 'vorbs Ol “ The Meaning of the Mass,” “ I'riest-
o| , . ari(l Progress,” and would insist that the foundation
1,5 Political and social activity was “ the sure founda-
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tion of the Incarnation.” And he would have replied to
his puritanical critics that it was not in spite of, but be-
cause of his theology that he wrote his Theory of Theatre
Dancing, and opposed all attempts to make men religious
or to keep them sober by Act of Parliament. A man so
strong in his own beliefs and of such manifest intel-
lectual sincerity, felt he could afford to give fair play
to opposite opinions, and he made it his duty to see that
they got it.

For Stewart Headlam Freethinkers have never had any-
thing but feelings of respect and even affection. The
kindness, the sincerity, the manliness of the man were
all so obvious that only those deficient in such qualities
could fail to observe and to appreciate them. It is prob-
able that few men have fought so many fights for un-
popular causes and made so few enemies as did Stewart
Headlam, and it is only fitting that in a Freethouglit
journal some public testimony should be made of the
high esteem in which Freethinkers held him. After a
long and strenuous life of devoted service he leaves no
enemies behind, and many thousands of Freethinkers
can join with their Christian fellow-citizens in laying
a tribute of admiration and affection on the tomb of a
veteran in the fight for freedom.

Correspondence.

BIRTH CONTROL.
TO the Editor op tiie “

Sir,—Many years ago | was interested in this subject
and possibly one or two facts that | gathered may not
be without interest to your readers.

I constructed a curve showing the crude birth-rate,
and found that, subsequent to the publication of the
Kuowlton pamphlet, the curve became a discontinuous
one. From this one might assume, although illogically,
that the two were connected. Subsequent investigations
show that the fall in the birth-rate was due to other
causes operating at the same time.

Generally the birth-rate depends on the death-rate of
the young. Those species which protect the immature
breed very slowly, while those who leave their offspring
to chance or fate are the most prolific breeders. Fish
will produce in one season, if all grow up, enough de-
scendants to nearly fill the ocean. The young fish for
self-protection swim in the shallow waters, but even here
they are preyed upon, until finally not one in ten thou-
sand survive the dangers to which they are being con-
tinually exposed. Elephants, the largest land animals,
breed slowly as they are able to protect their young.
We need not at present go into the problem why such
is the ease, but undoubtedly there is a connection be-
tween the death-rate and birth-rate.

The ratio of the sexes is also important. In Geddcs
and Thomson’s Evolution of Sex an experiment is de-
scribed with tadpoles. They were divided into three
groups : A, being fed with minced frog’s flesh, produced
70 per cent, females; B, fed with minced liors.e flesh, gave
50 per cent, females; and C, fed with the natural water,
gave 30 per cent, females. | am quoting these figures
from memory, but | think they are correct, or nearly so.
E. Yung found that when tadpoles were reared under
natural conditions the proportion of male to female was
forty-three to fifty-seven, but with a flesh diet the pro-
portion of females was greatly increased. The aphides
in summer heat and when food is. plentiful produce only
females, but the advent of autumn brings an equality of
sex production. Mrs. Treat showed that starved cater-
pillars turn into males. In one case | planted a vegetable
marrow in worn-out soil and the flowers were nearly
all males. Last year in a hot-bed there was an abund-
ance of female flowers and a good supply of marrows.
Bees, it is well known, can change the sex of the larva
in the cells by varying the nature of the food. There
are of course many theories on the subject of sex, but
I think it will be ultimately found that food supply
plays an important part in sex determination. If such
is the case then this is nature’s automatic safety valve
for regulating the increase of any species.
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In addition to nature’s method mankind has invented
several quick acting safety valves such as delay in mar-
riage, nunneries for surplus women, coitus interruptus
and contraceptives. These have one great advantage
from the fact that the result is almost immediate and
suited to the necessities of the individuals concerned.

The present shortage of food supply is produced partly
by the increased expectation of life, amounting to fifteen
years since 1830. The children do not die so rapidly
and there is consequently a fall in the birth-rate. We
now come to the question of the cause of the low death-
rate, and this may be traced to the Public Health Act of
1875, which conferred greatly increased powers on local
bodies dealing with sanitation and water supply.
Typhoid fever, typhus fever and smallpox are no longer
dreaded as they were years ago, and to this Act and
its successors which lowered the death-rate, and therefore
the birth-rate, we must look for the changes that have
taken place. The Knowlton pamphlet had nothing to do
with the matter. Coitus interruptus has been known
for centuries all over the world, and was hoary with age
at the Bradlaugh-Besant trial.

Will Mr. Kerr kindly give the percentage of males
and females—children—in Debrett's peerage ? | wanted
to buy one to go into the matter but was unable to ob-
tain it. The number of titles that become extinct leads
me to suppose that the percentage of females is unduly
high in the richer classes. William Clark.

ARTHUR LYNCH’S “ ETHICS.”

Sir,—The interest with which 1 have followed the
articles on the Ethics of Col. A. Lynch has impelled me
to obtain his book. After my labourious endeavour co
obtain an insight into those *“ basic principles deep
down ” (where?) | am not surprised at the criticism of
Mr. Hands.

Col. Lynch insists that “ the principles of ethics apply
only to real men, but not to men of whom traces have
disappeared ” ; but | assert that we cannot discover the
true basic of ethics without a study of the doings of the
animal and early man. Commencing, | state that the
conception of the basis of ethics here expressed is only
acceptable to that form of society that is satisfied with
its conditions; by itself, it is fatal to the ruling section
or class in a society. This may have some influence as
far as Col. Lynch and his Ethics are concerned. | will
epitomise a long disquisition by stating that the apparent
angelic (moral) in man is common to the animal world,
expressed through the struggle for existence, which
gives rise to the social instinct. Man is an animal,
albeit of a higher scale of development, and therefore
inherits those instincts. With these, and the capability
of mental development, a code of morals is assumed
in due time, which is the outcome of custom, subject
to the particular environment in which the tribe or society
is situated.

Therefore it is absurd to say
general and of permanent value.”
stood Col. Lynch correctly here.

His book adds not one iota to the understanding of
the basis of ethics; as if this were not enough, alas! he
misleads those seeking Truth by the introduction of reli-

a system must be
I hope | have under-

gion, “ soul,” etc., and such choice specimens of man’s
ignorance.
I have “ heard him ” as he expressly desired, and

found him not only wanting, but false. He reminds me
of those " proconsuls of mediocre intelligence and manu-
factured opinions ” (page 109) who, like our friend,
“ have no difficulty in knowing what is truth in ethical
matters.”

To criticise the outcome of his “ Basis ” is absolute
waste of energy; that, of course, would be unethical.
It goes the same way as the “ Basis,” back to—wind.

The fundamental basis of the moral law on ethics is
derived from egoism expressed by the preservation of
the life of the individual. Thus it will be seen that Col.
Lynch’s basis, “ Truth, Energy, and Sympathy,” are
manifestations of the true basis. A. S. E. l'anton.

Christians have said that God is without variableness
and still they pray to Him to change,— Volney.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on
Tuesday and be marked “ Lecture Notice ” if not sent on
postcard.

LONDON.

Indoor.

North London Branch N.S.S. (St. Pancras Reform Club,
15 Victoria Road, NAV.) : 7, Mr. C. Batchelor, “ What are
the Principles of the Communist Party?”

South London Branch N.S.S. (New Morris Hall, 79 Bed-
ford Road, Clapham) : 7, Mr. E. C. Saphin, “ God.”

South London Ethical Society (Oliver Goldsmith School,
Peckham Road, S.E.) : 7, Mr. Harry Snell, “ Personal Ex-
periences in South Africa, Rhodesia, etc.”

South Place Ethical Society (South Place, Moorgate,
E.C.2) : 11, C. Delisle Burns, M.A., D.Lit, “ Making a
Living.”

Outdoor.

Finsbury Park.—11.15, a Lecture.

Metropolitan Secular Society (Hyde Park) . Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, Saturdays, and Sundays. Speakers : Messrs.
Baker, Constable, Hart, and Shaller.

COUNTRY.

Indoor.

Glasgow Branch N.S.S. (No. 2 Room, City Hall, “A”
Door, Albion Street) : 630, Mr. Ben Goldburg, *“ Sonte
Stupidities of Biblical Translations.” (Silver Collection.)

Bolton Secular Society—Will all members and friends
interested in the future of the Branch make an attempt to
attend a special meeting to be held in the Socialist Club,
16 Wood Street, Bolton, on Sunday, November 30, at 215
p.uL?

Leicester Secular Society (Secular Hall, Humberstone
Gate) : 6.30, Mr. Chapman Cohen, “ The Making of Man.”

Manchester Branch N.S.S. (Engineers’ Hall, 120 Rusholme
Road, All Saints’, Manchester) : Miss Ethel A. Rout, 3>
“ Sexual Health” ; 6.30, “ Birth Control.”

REMINDER that there is a remnant of THB
EVERLASTING GEMS to be had at 2s. a copy, post
paid, from The Pioneer Press, 61 Farriugdon Street, E.C.4-

IRMINGHAM .— Comfortable furnished bedroom
required by working man out all day.—Letters to
H W., 383 Park Road, Hockley, Birmingham.

Four Great FreetHinKers.

GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE, by Joseph McCabe. The
Life and Work of one of the Pioneers of the Secular and
Co-operative movements in Great Britain. With four
plates. In Paper Covers, 2s. (postage 2d.). Cloth
Bound, 3s. 6d. (postage 3'/d.).

CHARLES BRADLAUGH, by The Right Hon. J. M. Robert-
son. An Authoritative Life of one of the greatest
Reformers of the Nineteenth Century, and the only one
now obtainable. With four portraits. Cloth Bound,
3s. 6d. (postage 2#d.).

VOLTAIRE, by The Right Hon.
Paper Covers, 2s. (postage 2d.).
(postage 2jid.).

ROBERT G. INGERSOLL, by C. T. Gorham. A Bio-
graphical Sketch of America’s greatest Freethougbt
Advocate. With four plates. In Paper Covers, |5
(postage 2d.) Cloth Bound, 3s. 6d. (postage i'/d-)-

J. M. Robertson. I°
Cloth Bound, 3s.

PIONEER LEAFLETS.

WHAT WILL [YOU PUT IN ITS PLACE? By Chapa»*
Cohen.

WHAT IS THE USE OF THE CLERGY?
Cohen.

THE BELIEFS OF UNBELIEVERS. By Chapman Comit«-
PECULIAR CHRISTIANS. By Chapman Cohen.
RELIGION AND SCIENCE. By A. D. McLaren.
DOES GOD CARE? By W. Mann.
DO YOU WANT THE TRUTH?

Price is. 6d. per 100, postage 3d.

By Chapa»*

The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4.
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UNWANTED CHILDREN

In a Civilized Community there should be no
Unwanted Children.
For List of Birth-Control Requisites apply to
“e  HOLMES, East Hanney, Wantage, Berkshire.

(Established nearly Forty Years.)

Pamphlets.

By G. W. Foot*.
S-HRISTIANITY AND PROGRESS. Price 2d., postage (id
1HE PHILOSOPHY OF SECULARISM. Price 2d., post-
age (id.
WH?dWAS THE FATHER OF JESUS? Price id., postage
id.

THE JEWISH LIFE OF CHRIST. Being the Sepher Toldotb
Jeshn, or Book of the Generation of Jesus. W.ith an
Historical Preface and Voluminous Notes. By G. W.
Foote and J. M. Wheeler. Price 6d., postage (id.

V°I/TAIRE’S PHILOSOPHICAL DICTIONARY. Vol. I,
pp., with Fine Cover Portrait, and Preface by
Chapman Cohen. Price is., postage id.

», By Chapman Cohen.
AND DESIGN. Price id., postage (id.
T~AR AND CIVILIZATION. Price id., postage (id.
CHRISTIANITY AND SLAVERY: With a Chapter on
Christianity and the Labour Movement. Price is., post-

Gl'E‘S'g&r\lB' MAN : An Essay in Common Sense and Natural

A Morality. Price 2d., postage (id.

w’Man AND CHRISTIANITY: The Subjection and
Exploitation of a Sex. Price is., postage id.

XdUSM AND THE CHURCHESI Price 3d-> Posta8e

C*EED AND CHARACTER. The influence of Religion on
T facial Life. Price 6d., postage id.

PARSON AND THE ATHEIST. A Friendly Dis-
cussion on Religion and Life, between Rev. the Hon.
Hdward Lyttelton, D.D., and Chapman Cohen. Price

hru?3’ Postasqa i%/id. .

CHS MAN RVIVE DEATH ? Is the Belief Reasonable ?
Verbatim Report of a Discussion between Horace Leaf

Bl ADd Chapman Cohen. Price 6d., postage (id.

HASPHEMY : A Plea for Religious Equality. Price 3d.,
up Postage id.

ANUIGION AND THE CHILD. Price id., postage (id.
Con dam. Lioyd.

IALING : A Study |n Chrlstlanlty and Cannibalism.
Price 3d., postage (id.

Tup By A. D. McLaren.
" CHRISTIAN’'S SUNDAY : Its History and its Fruits.
r'ce 2d., postage (id.

By Mimnermus.

PR";dt«OUGHT AND LITERATURE. Price id., postage

By M. M. Mangasarian.
® MARTYRDOM OF HYPATIA. Price id., postage (id.

Td» N By A. Millar.
* HOBES OF PAN. Price 6d., postage id.
By Waltar Mann.
£d AND CHRISTIAN MORALITY. Price ad., postage

SCIRNCE AND the Soul. With a Chapter on Infidel
eath-Beds. Price 4d., postage id.
TiiE t By Arthur F. Thorn.
~ LIFE- WORSHIP OF RICHARD JEFFERIES.
ne Portrait of Jefferies. Price 6d., postage id.

th

tv,

With

Whitehead.
or Myth? With a Chapter on
Paper Covers, is. 6d., postage

JEsnc » By George
> CHRIST : Man, God,

Jesus a Socialist? ”
OAcSloth’ 35» IIJ_OSt?_? 2(id. .

no» SE AGAINS EISM. Paper Covers, Is.

TiiE crip6 1™d-’ Cloth, 2S. 6d., postage 2(id.
tw, 1ERMAN : Essays in Social Idealism.

3d.,
Price 2d,,

Kd-
H HIS GODS. Price 2d., postage (id.

®°CIE-rv obert Arch
Y AND SUPERSTITION Price 4d., postage (id.

EHE w B ' rmer-
Ar‘c?s4 N ART. yT|"_|Ie Rel%ellous Opinions of Famous

s and Musicians. Price 2d., postage (id.
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WATTS & CO."S PUBLICATIONS

A SHORT HISTORY OF MORALS. By the Right Hon.
John M. Robertson. Cloth, 12s. 6d. net, by post
13s. 3d.

CHRISTIANITY AND CONDUCT; or, The Influence of
Religious Beliefs on Morals. By Hypatia Bradlaugii
Bonner. With Foreword by Adam Gowans Whyte.
Cloth, is. gd. net, by post 2S. ; paper cover, is. net, by
post is. 2d.

LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE. By Moncure D. Conway.
Cloth, gilt top, 5s. net, by post 5s. 6d.; paper cover,
3s. net, by post 3s. 6d.

SELECTED PROSE WORKS OF SHELLEY. Cloth,
2s. 6d. net, by post 2s. gd.; paper cover, is. net, by
post is. 2d.

THE TRUTH ABOUT THE BIBLE AND CHRIS-
TIANITY. By Charles T. Gorham. 2d., by post,
2j£d.

A CONCISE HISTORY OF RELIGION. By F. J
Gould. Vol. I, 3s. 6d. net, by post 3s. nd.
Vol. 1ll, 4s. 6d. net, by post 5s. (Vol. Il is out
of print. Each volume is complete in itself.).

SPEECHES BY C. BRADLAUGH. Second edition.
Annotated by the Right Hon. John M. Robertson.
6s. net, by post 6s. 6d.

A PICTURE BOOK OF EVOLUTION. By Dennis Hird.
New and revised edition, fully illustrated; 10s. 6d. net,
by post ns. 3d.

LECTURES AND ESSAYS.
Series. Paper cover, is.
Second Series. Paper
is. 2J°d.

Third Series. Paper cover, is. net, by post is. 2j£d.

The Three Series, as above, elegantly bound in
one volume, in imitation half-calf, with! gilt top,
4s. 6d. net, by post 5s.; paper cover, 2s. 6d. net, by
post 3s.

THE RISE AND INFLUENCE OF THE SPIRIT OF
RATIONALISM IN EUROPE. By W. E. H. Lecky.
Cloth, 3s. 6d. net, by post 4s.

WHAT IS CHRISTIAN SCIENCE? By M. M.
Mangasarian. Paper cover, is. net, by post is. 2d.
(A scathing indictment.)

THE EXISTENCE OF GOD. By Joseph McCabe. Cloth,
is. 6d. net, by post is. gd.; paper cover, gd. net, by
post nd.

SAVAGE SURVIVALS. By J. Howard Moore. Cloth,
2S. 6d. net, by post 2s. gd.; paper cover is. 6d. net, by
post is. 8d.

THE RIGHTS OF MAN.
Hypatia Bradlaugii Bonner.
by post is. 2(id.

THOUGHTS, IN PROSE AND VERSE. By Eden Phili.-
potts. Cloth, 5s. net, by post 5s. 6d.

EXPLORATIONS. By The Right Hon. John M. Robert-
son. Cloth, 7s. 6d. net, by post 8s.

SHAKEN CREEDS : THE VIRGIN BIRTH DOCTRINE.
By Jocelyn Riiys. A Study of its Origin. Cloth,
7s. 6d. net, by post 8s.

THE JESUS PROBLEM : A Re-statement of the Myth
Theory. By the Right Hon. John M. Robertson.
Cloth, 3s. 6d. net, by post 4s.; paper cover, 2s. 6d.
net, by post 3s.

LIFE, MIND, AND KNOWLEDGE. By J. C. Thomas,
B.Sc. (“ Keridon ”). New and enlarged edition,
with lengthy Prologue. Cloth, 3s. 6d. net, by post
3s. iod. The Prologue may be had separately, is.
net, by post is. id.

Can be ordered through

By R. G.
net, by post is.

cover, is. net,

Ingersolt. First
2j1d.
by post

By Thomas Paine. Edited by
Paper cover, is. net,

The TIONeer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4.
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PIONEER PRESS PUBLICATIONS

THEISM OR ATHEISM ?

By Chapman Cohen.

Contents : Pari |.—An Examination of Theism. Chapter
I.—What is God? Chapter li.—The Origin of the lIdea of
God. Chapter Ill.—Have we a Religious Sense? Chapter
IV.—The Argument from Existence. Chapter V.—The Argu-
ment from Causation. Chapter VI.—The Argument from
Design. Chapter VII.—The Disharmonies of Nature. Chapter
VIIl.—God and Evolution. Chapter IX.—The Problem of
Pain.

Part |l.—Substitutes for Atheism. Chapter X.—A Question
of Prejudice. Chapter XIl.—What is Atheism? Chapter
XI11.—Spencer and the Unknowable. Chapter X11l.—Agnos-

ticism. Chapter X1V.—Atheism and Morals. Chapter XV.,
Atheism Inevitable.
Bound in full Cloth, Gilt Fettered. Price 5s.,

postage

CHRISTIANITY AND CIVILIZATION.

A Chapter from
The History of the Intellectual Development of Europe.

By John William Draper, M.D., LL.D.
Price 2d., postage X d.

The Egyptian Origin of Christianity.

THE HISTORICAL JESUS AND MYTHICAL
CHRIST.
By Gerald Massey.

A Demonstration of the Egyptian Origin of the Christian
Myth. Should be in the hands of every Freethinker. With
Introduction by Chapman Cohen

Price 6d., postage id.

HISTORY OF THE CONFLICT between
RELIGION AND SCIENCE.

By J. W. Draper, M.D., LL.D.

(Author of "History of the Intellectual Development of
Europeetc.)

Price 3s. 6d., postage 4%d.

COMMUNISM AND CHRISTIANISM.

By Bishop W. Montgomery Brown, D.D.

A book that is quite outspoken in its attacks on Christianity
and on fundamental religious ideas. It is an unsparing
criticism of Christianity from the point of view of Darwinism
and of Sociology from the point of view of Marxism. 204 pp.

Price is., post free.
Special terms for quantities.

A Book with a Bile.
BIBLE ROMANCES.
(FOURTH EDITION.)

By G. W.

A Drastic Criticism of the Old and New Testament Narra-
tives, full of Wit, Wisdom, and Learning. Contains some
of the best and wittiest of the work of G. W. Foote.

In Cloth, 224 pp. Price 2s. 6d., postage 3d.

Foote.

THE BIBLE HANDBOOK.

For Freethinkers and Enquiring Christians.
By G. W. Foote and W. P. Ball.
NEW EDITION.

(Issued by the Secular Society, Limited)

Contents : Part |.—Bible Contradictions. Part 1l.—Bible

Absurdities.  Part 111.—Bible Atrocities. Part 1V.—Bible

Immoralities, Indecencies, Obscenities, Broken Promises, and
Unfulfilled Prophecies.

Cloth Bound. Price 2s. 6d., postage 2j™d.

One of the most useful books ever published. Invaluable to
Freethinkers answering Christians.

The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4.
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Society’s Bedrock

1 is the family—all social systems begin and, ulti- ’
mately, end there. Any association of human
creatures, however great or however small, is either
a family or a fallacy. Our worst enemy would not
say Secularism is afallacy, because as an asso-
ciation it really exists—ergo, it is a family : and it
is just as rational to keep our money within its
greater scope as within our own little domestic
circles. It is sound Freethought to spend our
money with Freethinkers, as only Freethinkers will
support and advance our Cause.

Here is convincing motive for writing lili
to us, but none whatever for buying \
from us. If we fail to convince you .
our goods and our methods are AN
sound, you ought not to buy; but

you should give us a hearing.

State which of the follow-
ing we are to send:—
Gents.” AA to Il Book, suits
from 54/-; Gents.’ | to N
Book, suits from 99/-', Gents.’
Superb Overcoat Book, prices
from 48/6 ; Ladies’ Winsome
Winter Book, Costumes from
60/-, Coats from 46/-.

All Pattern Sets accompanied by
Price List, Measurement Form,
Measuring Tape, Style Book, and
stamped addresses for their return.

Samples cannot be sent abroad ex-
cept upon promise to faithfully
return,

MACCONNELL &MABE

(David Macconnell, Proprietor)
Tailors and Costumiers
NEW STREET, BAKEWELL
Derbyshire

WHAT IS IT WORTH? A Study of the BIWF

By Colonel R G. INGERSOLL

(Issued by the Secular Society, Limited.)

This essay has never before appeared in pamphlet form» 8
is likely to rank with the world-famous Mistakes of Moi,
It is a Bible handbook in miniature, and should be circi»3
by the tens of thousands.

Special Terms for Quantities.

Orders of 24 copies and upwards sent post free.

PRICE ONE PENNY

BOOK BARGAINS

ABNORMAL PSYCHOLOGY, by Isador Il. CoriaT- pa
lished at ios. 6d. Price 4s. 6d., postage 6d. ,

BODY AND WILL, by Henry Maudsley, M.D. Public
at 12s. Price 4s. 6d., postage 6d.

THE ETHIC OE FREETHOUGHT, by Karl
F.R.S. Price 53. 6d., postage 6d. 1
A CANDID EXAMINATION OF THEISM, by “ WVS$iCO%
(G. J. Romanes). Price 3s. 6d., postage 4d.
LIFE AND EVOLUTION, by E. W. Headley. Price 4s-6
postage 6d. j
KAFIR SOCIALISM AND THE DAWN OF INDIVIDIJA
ISM, by Dudley Kidd. Price 3s., postage 6d.

The Pioneer Press, 6i Farringdon Street, E-C-4-

YOU WANT ONE | 4

LATEST N.S.S. BADGE.—A single *~1
flower, size as shown; artistic and neat s o
i enamel 8AG silver. The SWRAt e
: : ; e p
introducing many kindred spirits.

Fastening, gd. post free.—From The ‘tfeeti
Secretary, N.S.S., 62 Farringdon
E.C.4,
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