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Thinking Things Out.

That dare-devil thinker, Canon Barnes, has been
~ it again. We use the term “ dare-devil ” in a

1 ekwiekian, or at least a Christian sense, for from
a Christian point of view a parson who can accept
le general truth of evolution when, admittedly every
Sc'entific authority worth bothering about teaches it,
"hist be, for a Christian, a daring thinker. And a
Parson who says boldly that he does not believe the
‘hie is telling the literal truth when it says that
diverse languages had their origin in men going to
*eeP one night and by a miracle of God waking up
le next morning speaking different tongues, or
.0 rejects the truth of the story, that man was
rriiraculously made by God some 6,000 years ago out
? Hie dust of the ground, and woman manufactured,
O a brace button, from a spare bone, must be—
°m a Christian point of view—a daring and revolu-
(Grary thinker. And a man who can at the same time
CePt a doctrine of evolution and still proclaim him-
a Christian, occupy a Christian pulpit and take
~salary for teaching Christianity, is decidedly a Cliris-
a ’'s’’ceonly a Christian preacher could see so much
tie-’ arParently, understand so little. Even in poli-
» * 'yhere a very high standard of intellectual inte-
j ¥y Is neither asserted nor expected, a man does not
t0 .? Olle party for another and still claim to belong
gi 10 Party he has forsaken. When he leaves it he
A’kl 87 ai'cra(l’’Is that he has changed his opinions.
cjj ahhough one may suspect the causes of the
t;0]L “e>the going over .is not denied. In this direc-
g0]1 10 Parson can give the politician points. His
~lied rille >s:—*“ YVhatcver cannot be profitably

CePtot JC accc,Ptecl; a” (I whatever must lie ac-
is j ( 8lall be proclaimed as Christian truth. There

tin.L °ther rule that is consonant with the law and
O Profits

Ca * * *

j Barnes as a Eugenist.
the fGpILVe ~anon Barnes calls himself a cugenist,
cau °Wer °f a science which, so far as any science
With <S¥ ' to 'lave a Beginning, began in this country
Cano 4 <reethinker— Sir Francis Galton. And the
Christi,S13S 1iC “tas °~cn been asked, “ What has
tiaturai 1  *° >say to Eugenics?” That is quite a

Paper th™'r~*0" " ail(™* ~ie Church of England News-
C”an°n sets out his reply. Many Christians,
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he says, cannot understand why a God of love allows
the diseased and sickly and children with criminal
tendencies to come into existence. That is a difficulty
which faces others besides Christians, but beyond
saying that the difficulty arises from people refusing
“ to think things out,” the Canon does not throw
much light on the subject. Still, we take this daring
thinker, whose science is of so advanced a character
as to lead him to doubt the Garden of Eden story,
and see what happens with a man who has the cour-
age to think things out. It is part of the general
problem of evil. So far we agree. God permits evil
and sin to play their part in the world. God decreed
the struggle of man against disease, etc., and “ He
planned earth’s progress that in the end man might
by his social organization learn that goodness and love
are of supreme importance.” At this point it may
probably have dawned upon the man who s
thinking things out that if God created man,
and also created, or permitted evil and disease
so that man might learn something from his struggle
against them, it would have saved a lot of trouble
and pain if he had made man perfect at once. And
after thinking this out the Canon decides that “ we
must be content to believe that He knows best,”
which strikes us as being more in the nature of an
opiate than thinking things out. If we could see the
reasonableness of what is done, the advice would not
be necessary; if it is necessary it is only because we
feel that reason looks on such a plan by a creative
deity as downright idiocy, and that we can only think
he is acting sensibly by ceasing to think and trusting
that “ he knows best.” As an attempt to think things
out that is not a very encouraging start.

. u .
God and the Smallpox.

It is quite interesting to note the mental calibre of
these intellectual giants of the Church, and so we
observe that “ God has allowed the smallpox to
exist,” and justification for doing this is found in the
fact that by its being allowed to exist “ we have
gained knowledge of how to escape this dreadful dis-
ease.” Now | do not think if I had been in Canon
Barnes’ place, and had been in the habit of thinking
things out, | would have used that expression “ God
allowed.” For it implies that God could have pre-
vented it if he had cared to do so. The allowance of
smallpox was, therefore, deliberate. God knew what
he was about, but as he wished man to discover a
cure for smallpox he arranged for smallpox to exist.
Good God! Did anyone ever read anything like it?
Smallpox is, with the exception of syphillis, one of
the filthiest and the most repulsive of diseases. It is
also a very old disease. It ravaged the world for hun-
dreds of generations, and does so now whenever it
appears among a people who have not been so well
educated as we have been. The number of people
who were marked for life by smallpox was, in the
eighteenth century, almost unbelievably large. The
mortality was frightful. In Berlin from 1783 to 1795
over 4,000 children died from smallpox. In Copen-
hagen the number during a similar period amounted
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to 5,500. Every city in the world told a similar tale.
And all this was allowed by God so that one day
other people might discover a cure for the disease!
Will this gentleman who is thinking things out please
inform us in what way the people who died from the
effects of smallpox were benefited, or educated, by
others, a long while after they were dead discovering
a cure for the disease that killed them? And will
he also inform us what was the benefit of God “ allow-
ing 7 a disease merely that we might learn to get rid
of it ? If it had not been there the knowledge of how to
get rid of it would have been unnecessary. If we get
rid of it that knowledge is also useless— unless God is
waitingtill we forget the cure and then looses the disease
on the world again. If that is the kind of God that
Canon Barnes believes in there is far more manliness
displayed in telling him to go to the devil than there
is in worshipping such a mixture of stupidity and
cruelty. Or,' on the other hand, what is one to think
of the mental equipment of a man who can put for-
ward such unadulterated nonsense as a scientific
apology for God’s ways? It is either an insult to
other believers or an indictment of their intelligence.
And Canon Barnes is being lauded as a daring and
a scientific thinker. He is just a parson after all. |
can add nothing to that. As the man in the street
says, it is the limit.
* *
Christian Medicine.

There is no need to criticise at length the statement
that God has given man an “ instinct ” to fight dirt
and disease. This is so utterly unscientific, and so
grossly at variance with facts, that only a parson
thinking things out could say a thing so hopelessly
childish. And bad as Canon Barnes is at theory, he
is still worse, still more of a parson, when lie comes to
deal with facts. Things did not improve, he toils us,
“ until Christian civilization was aided by medicine
and hygiene.” Quite so. The power of prayer was
proven when it was taken with the proper kind of
medicine. God does things, when man does them
for himself. Christianity could help civilization when
civilization helped itself. The help of prayer, of God,
of Christianity, do not show themselves when man
is unable to help himself, they only display their
power when man does what is required off his own
bat and there is nothing left for them to do. But
Canon Barnes must have tremendous faith in the ig-
norance of his followers to introduce the subject of
medicine and hygiene. For he could have selected
no better examples of the direction in which the mali-
ficent influence of the Christian Church has been
displayed. Look at the New Testament and
see what amount of encouragement to medicine and
hygiene is given there. Prayer is to cure all disease.
As all diseases come from God or the devil there is
but one cure—faith. His disciples know of only
one way of curing disease, and Jesus gave them but
one prescription, “ In my name.” All the witch
killing, the devil expelling, the magical cures, the ill-
treatment of lunatics and epileptics of the Dark and
Middle Ages owe their direct inspiration to the New
Testament. If God wished men to find out the nature
and the cure of disease,will Canon Barnes, during
his process of thinking things out, please explain why
he came down to earth, took on the likeness of a
man, and deliberately misled people, and so prevented
them knowing what they might otherwise have
known ? They are surely questions worthy of an
answer.

# # #
Sanctity and Sanitation.

The evil wrought by Christianity was not merely
that it sanctioned and authorised a number of ideas
concerning disease that represented a retrogression to
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the lowest kind of savagery, but also that it proceeded
to secure the prevalence of these ideas by the most
active opposition to all that medical and hygienic
science had to teach. The security of the devil-dodg-
ing and miracle-working cures of the Christian
Church was assured by the suppression of the medical
science of antiquity, and its instinct for fighting
against dirt, to use Canon Barnes’ own stupid phrase,
was shown by the dying out under its influence of the
old Roman methods of sanitation, and, above all, by
the disuse of the bath. That was so completely for-
gotten that when re-introduced, centuries later, into
the Christian world, it became known as the Turkish
bath, but even under its new name it suggests its-
antagonism to Christianity. Readers of Lecky will
be well acquainted with his picture of the ideal reli-
gious character of the Dark and Middle Ages— the
dirty, sore-spangled monk, glorying in his filth as an
indication of his superiority to earthly pleasures and
the joys of the flesh. And any student of history will
bear in mind the Christian cities of the same period
with their hovels for houses, the floors covered with
filthy rushes, the people wearing dresses of rough
cloth or leather that literally rotted on their persons,
the absence of sanitation, with the plague and pesti-
lence as periodic visitors. And they will also know
how every improvement in sanitation or in medicine
was resisted as so many attempts to overcome the will
of the Lord. Like Canon Barnes, these people be-
lieved that the Lord “ allowed ” these diseases to
exist, but unlike this daring thinker, they did not
realize the wisdom of a God who first of all created
a disease, and then created a man to destroy it after
it had worked its ravages among people for hundreds
of generations. But these mediaeval Christians were
not given to thinking things out. They merely
assumed that their God would act with at least the
sense of a not overwise human being.

* * *

Christian Eugenics.

Canon Barnes claims to be a eugenist, and to be-
lieve that given the knowledge and the desire to put
that knowledge into operation, we may protect our-
selves against the operations of natural selection in its
cruder forms, and by a combination of a better en-
vironment and a breeding from the better stocks, may
secure the emergence of a better race. | have gone
fully into the question of the influence of religion Ol
racial development in my Creed and Character, and
I must refer my readers to that pamphlet for a fuller
treatment of the matter. But there are two ways W
which the Christian Church did exert a very profound
influence upon the breeding of a better race, and »
Canon Barnes is intelligently sincere in his advocacy
of eugenics, they are considerations that should affect
him. In the first place, the Church by its denuncia-
tion' of heresy, and later by its forcible suppression
heretics through the gentle agencies of prison, rack,
thumbscrew, stake, slander, and boycott, did what d
could to weed out the more virile minds, to decrease
the measure of intellectual independence current, ai'c
so to place a decided survival value upon the oppoSIti®
gualities of unthinking conformity, dissimulation, all
mental cowardice. These, Canon Barnes should agree,
are qualities certainly not favourable to thinking
things out, even though they may lead to the kind O
thinking things out in which th)e Canon indulges-
But it is certain as it is that two and two equal f°"r
that whenever and wherever society discourages M€t
tal independence and criticism of established bclief
and institutions, when it punishes and shuts out fr°
public office all who dare to criticise these things,
is doing what it can to breed a generation of men %
cowards and hypocrites. The average man’s all*ICtO
to think things out is certainly not strong enougl

¥y
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stand against such discouragements, and a Church
that for centuries has encouraged the lower and dis-
couraged the higher mental qualities, must have made
for mental degeneration in a very marked degree.

* * *

The Survival of the Unfit.

The second way in which the Christian Church
made for racial degeneracy was by its holding up the
celibate ideal as the principal way by which spiritual
perfection could be secured. Christian records will
supply plenty of instances of the gentle and lovable
nature of monks and nuns, and | have no desire to
question the accuracy of a great many of these pic-
tures. Indeed, the better the quality of the human
material that was led to embrace the celibate life the
stronger the indictment of the Christian Church. If
the monks and nuns had been all of them low, brutal,
stupid characters it could have been urged that Chris-
tianity in withdrawing these from the task of pro-
creation had been in a very genuine sense helping
the creation of a higher type of human being by in-
ducing the lower type not to perpetuate itself. It
Would have been a gentle way of bringing about what
some people have advocated, namely, the sterilization
°f the unfit. But the result of Christian influence was
the exact reverse. The gentler, the better, the more
reflective were led to the celibate life, the rougher
and coarser were encouraged to become parents of the
future generation. And the vogue of the fighting cult
under Christian auspices, the fact that for several cen-
turies the Christian nations of the world have largely
resembled gangs of international pirates, allowing
Nothing to stand in their way when other lands invited
their rapacity, the hypocrisy and mental cowardice
°f our public life, is certainly not unconnected with
that terribly long reign of the Christian religion in
Europe.

* * *

Our Evil Ancestry.

One of the fundamental facts of social evolution is
the determining of the direction of human qualities
hy the influence of the environment. It is the social
°Uvironment which so largely determines whether a
Particular quality shall be manifested in a lower or
a higher direction. Thus, to take a pertinent illus-
tration, the power of social opinion is ultimately a
beneficial fact in the development of individual and
s°cial life. But whether the desire to stand well with
one's fellows takes the form of manifesting independ-
ence of character and uprightness of mind, or whether
't takes the form of a cowardly reluctance to speak
ont, a hypocritical profession of assent because it
hnows that otherwise the result will be boycott and
Persecution, depends entirely upon the kind of
environment in which a generation is brought up
C"( I would ask anyone to try and realize what the
jPcet on the mental and moral health of the race must
Re When generation after generation people are

rought up in a social environment saturated with
~Pperstition, where a powerful Church takes some of

'c finer natures and condemns them to perpetual
e *oacy while leaving the coarse and the brutal to

rpetuate their kind unchecked; where outspoken-

Ss and dissent from established religious beliefs is
tlir Q"as vilest of crimes; where this same Church

°atens with damnation hereafter, and punishes here,
til '16 wbo refuses to accept without question its

‘eulous beliefs, which year after year selects the
jt = rype of mind and does what it can to exterminate
f ' iand K>ves the liar, the coward, and the hypocrite
or ?PP°rtunity to rise to the highest place of honour
nie;; P°wer? Is it any wonder that we have to-day
of 1 . Canon Barnes, with his belated repudiation

asha°Ctr'ntS tbat any civilized person ought to feel
aincd to have ascribed to him, hailed as a daring
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and a great thinker, where newspapers that are read
by millions cater for a public taste that delights in
reading the most intimate details of a brutal murder,
or the empty chronicle of a young prince’s movements
that are of no greater intellectual interest than the
Bank Holiday ramble of the son of a costermonger.
The vacuity of mind disclosed by these things makes
one almost despair of human progress. And if Canon
Barnes can appreciate that fact I would remind him
that it is one of the truths of evolution, about which
he talks so much, that a thing! is to be understood by
its history. We understand the nature of man by
knowing the evolution of animal life. And we under-
stand the reason for the presence and the persistence
of some of the most undesirable of human qualities
when we bear in mind that for about fifty generations
the European mind has been under the dominance of
the Christian Church. Then the fact of human nature
being no better than it is ceases to surprise us. We
are only surprised that it is not worse.

Chapman Cohen.

Is Christianity “Dope”P

(Concluded from page 548.)

Dr. Hutton candidly admits the truth “ that Chris-
tianity from the beginning has spoken a great deal
about the future.” He quotes St. Pauls’s saying “ that
if in this life only we have our hope in Christ we are
of all men most miserable.” Then he proceeds as
follows:—

Why and to whom does Christianity speak of a
world beyond this present time? It has spoken
about the future to those who in this present world,
because of the very fineness of their nature, and the
scruples of their conscience, are having a bad time
Ihit the future of which it speaks is a future in which
one who in this present world has been a good mao
and has suffered meets the approval of God and the
recompense of an eternal blessedness; and it is a
future in which a bad man, who has had what he
would call a good time in this world, meets the
disapproval of God and his eternal reprobation.

That is so ingeniously put as to make Christianity
look as unlike dope as possible; and yet, even as thus
expressed, the doctrine of a hereafter has for its only
purpose the consolation of those Christians who are
more or less unhappy here. It is a drug to deaden
pain, trouble, and sorrow; a narcotic to allay the
poignancy of tribulation; a soothing syrup to engender
the grace of resignation under all the disharmonies
and disabilities of the present life . Thus Christianity
holds out a glorious hope before the eyes of believers,
and a terrific threat before those of hardened unbe-
lievers. “ He that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved, but he that believeth not shall be damned.”
It says nothing about the duty of reforming and puri-
fying the moral tone of the world. According to its
teaching, the world is totally lost and the only hope
for it lies in its being converted to Christ. The only
mandate the apostles received from their risen Lord
was to go forth and make disciples of all the nations.
The few who believe the Gospel and become disciples
are asked to endure patiently whatever hardships and
sufferings that may befall them in the certain hope
of enjoying endless bliss on the other side of death.
Or as Dr. Hutton puts it:—

We ask a man to believe that God can make up
to him for every privation in life; that he can give
him meat to eat which the world knows not of; that
eye hath not seen nor ear heard, nor hath it entered
into the mind of man the things that God hath in
store for them that love him.
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In spite of the reverend gentleman’s emphatic denial
we unhesitatingly maintain that he himself is guilty
of administering his dope. The truth is that Chris-
tianity is a religion all of whose pledges are to be
honoured in eternity. St. Paul says : “ By hope were
we saved; but hope that is seen is not hope, for who
hopeth for that which he seeth? But if we hope for
that which we see not then do we with patience wait
for it.”

Dr. Hutton tells us that “ according to Christianity
things as they are have never been and are not now
as God would have them but how does he know
that? Is not God supreme? Was the psalmist mis-
taken when he declared that “ the Lord sitteth as
king for ever ” ?

Wilberforce was more consistent than the present
minister of Westminster Chapel, for he taught, in his
Practical View of the System of Christianity, that the
existing order of things is of Divine appointment, and
that any human interference with it would be a sin.
Wilberforce, a rich man, held that the lowly path
of the poor “ has been allotted them by the hand of
God and that it is their part faithfully to discharge
its duties and contentedly to bear its inconveniences.”
Being an evangelical Christian, he was a firm believer
in a future life in which the present order of things
would be reversed, and the only comfort he could offer
the poor he expressed as follows :(—

All human distinctions will soon be done away
with, and the true followers of Christ will all, as

children of the same "Father, be alike admitted to
the possession of the same heavenly inheritance.

To convinced Atheists nothing can be more
astounding than the Christian conception of God.
Both worlds, the present and the future, are said to
be of Divine creation. All alike know and admit that
the world in which we live is woefully imperfect, life
in which is to many a veritable hell; but, on the
assumption that another world exists, what assurance
is there that it is crowned with perfection, or that life
in it is on any higher scale than in this? Its very
existence, Dr. Hutton tells us, is only a hypothesis,
and Hamilton, the distinguished Scottish philosopher,
informs us that hypothises are “ propositions which
are assumed with probability, in order to explain or
prove something else which cannot otherwise be ex-
plained or proved.” Christianity assumes, without
a scrap of evidence, the existence of a perfect world
in order to induce people to put their trust in itself
as the only perfect religion, all whose glowing pro-
mises shall be fulfilled in that perfect world. We
maintain that such teaching is fundamentally un-
sound and morally injurious. The present world being
the oidy one we know, it ought to be the sole sphere
of our activities. If things here are not what they
ought to be it is our duty to set them right. Hamlet
recognized the truth of that statement with deep re-
gret when lie exclaimed :(—

The time is out of joint—O cursed spite,

That ever | was borti to set it right.

The other word upon which Christianity puts the
accent is “ faith.”

Dr. Hutton contends that “ faith has been gravely
misrepresented,” saying :—

Faith in Christ has been corrupted and reduced
into faith in certain propositions concerning Christ.
This quite naturally came to be the meaning of faith.
But this was not the original meaning, and never
was the true meaning. | do not know a better de-
finition of faith or one more agreeable, as | should
think, to all that is most strenuous and daring in
the minds of men to-day than the definition given
by the author of the lvpistle to the Hebrews. Here
is what he says : “ Now faith means, we are confi-
dent of what we hope for, convinced of what we do
not see.”
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Again and again for many years lias that definition
of faith found expression in this journal. Faith im-
plies the absence of knowledge. Dr. Hutton stands
practically alone among the clergy in holding this
view of the nature of faith; but it is beyond a doubt
the correct view. Supernatural beliefs are necessarily
insusceptible of proof. To so characterize them is
not equivalent to bringing the charge of insincerity
against Christianity for propounding them. Although
we stand apart from the Christians, we do not accuse
Christianity of insincerity, all that we have against
it being that it is untrue, and that, being untrue, it
is opposed to human nature at its best. Dr. Hutton
is entirely mistaken when he represents us as standing
apart because “ organized religion has laid itself open
to this misunderstanding,” the fact being that we
remain outside the Church because we regard Chris-
tians as dupes of superstition.

The last paragraph in Dr. Hutton’s article is a sen-
timental appeal to unbelievers. He solemnly warns
them of the coming of a day when they shall bitterly
repent of their unbelief. Here are the words :—

It is no hazardous thing for a man like me to
prophesy that a day is coming to us all one by one
when, no longer 3oung, no longer surrounded by
friends, we may be confronted with the prospect of
pain, or may for some deep reason be afraid. And
what | want to say is that it would be a great pity,
to say no more, if we had so trained ourselves, h*
our robust and confident days, to imagine that all
Christian Faith was rooted in insincerity, that when
that day came, and wc were literally ready to cry
out for those ancient consolations by the help °f
which men in other days have borne great sorrows
and have triumphed over shaking fears; if in that
hour we had trained ourselves to suppose that alt
this talk about Christ and about God and about for-
giveness and about the future with its stern prospects
and its tender comfort, was all untrue. It would
be a sad thing if a day came in which wc would
give everything and life itself for a cup of cold water,
and yet had so trained ourselves that we had lost
the very instinct to know water when we see it!
with the result that even when our heart and flesh
are crying out We suspect that it is not a kind hand
which is holding the cup to our lips, and that it IS
not water which is being offered us, but poison. That
surely would be to have lost our soul; because 4
would be to have rejected the final overture of man
and of God.

That passage, though finely phrased and moving”™
eloquent, is rooted in ignorance and inexperience'
The reverend gentleman has not witnessed the death’
bed experiences of unbelievers, nor studied the re'
corded dying utterances of prominent Freethinkers-
The late Mr. Foote published a book in the year iSSb,
entitled Infidel Death-beds, in which the dying c*'
periences and sayings of upwards of sixty wcll-kno"1
unbelievers were supplied, and not in a single instance
was Dr. Hutton’s gloomy prophecy fulfilled. It h&
often been 'declared that Voltaire repented ere h
died, but there is not a word of truth in the declara
tion. Carlyle translated the copious French accoufl
of the great man’s illness and death. lie was visitO
several times by the Curé of St. Sulpice, wh® ¢
manded “ a detailed profession of faith and a ds
avowal of all heretical doctrines.” All his visits wcf
resented by the philosopher, and all his appeals " aC
utterly unavailing. His last visit occurred two da>
before the end. In Carlyle’s translation we rca(

The Curé of St. Sulpice came forward, having
flounced himself, and asked of M. de Voltaire, elevaf
ing his voice, if he acknowledged the divinity
Lord Jesus Christ? The sick man pushed Ollc of }
hands against he Cure’s calotte (coif), shoving ™
back, and cried, turning abruptly to the other s
“ Let me die in peace.” Equally false were the
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ports of the conversion of Ingersoll and Foote on their
dying beds. Both died bravely in the faith to the
advocacy of which they had devoted their lives—
faith in man and the noble powers with which Nature
has so richly endowed him and which the Christian
religion has done its utmost to discourage and sup-
press. J. T. Floyd.

A Budget of Book Titles.

A young friend of mine had a favourite cat. It grew
old, extremely old, but it retained its vivacity to the
last : it ran after its own tail only ten minutes before it
died. What an example to the whole human race!”—
F1 Lockyer-Lampson.

The enormous output of books has made it increas-
ingly difficult for authors to find titles for their
works. More depends upon the title than most
People think, and many a book has had its fortune
determined by its title. A striking example was the
volunie, The Love Letters of a Violinist, which was
issued many years ago, anonymously, and was
ascribed to a royal prince who was also a musician.
One of the quaintest titles was Instead of a Book,
which was used by Benjamin Tucker, an American
Freethinker, who reprinted some of his journalistic
articles without further revision or alteration. Some
the old Puritan divines were extremely free in their
choice of titles, as, for example, Richard Baxter, the
author of The Saints’ Everlasting Rest, some of whose
books have titles which arc neither saintly nor restful.
S°rne of these old-time theologians were very quaint
gentlemen. Dr. John Donne, a former dean of St.
*aul’s, I remember, lias a volume of poems in which'
saered and profane verses jostle one another in very
cmbarrassing fashion; and the unfortunate reader finds
°n one page “ An Address to the Saviour,” and on
*le next: “ Lines on Seeing My Mistress Get into
e<p’’ Modern editors spare the blushes of readers by
°niitting the verses which smack too much of carthli-
n°ss. ‘I'he more austere Puritan tradition was carried
as late as Spurgeon, whose bibliography includes
@®@hch titles as A Cheque Book on the Bank of Faith,
d Double Knock at the Door of the Young, John
I3!°ughman’s Talk, all in the old familiar Noncon-
Qrnbst habit. Perhaps the most audacious inscrip-
for a volume was God versus Paterson, a report
a very famous blasphemy prosecution, although
jlls > run very close by G. W. Foote’s very profane
lo Jesus Christ, a very racy book which ought
? be reprinted. Foote had a very sure instinct for
Cs>and shortly before his death he intended to rc-
* 3 the story of his trials for blasphemy under the
offieal title of llow | fell among Thieves. This was
ciliated irony, but sometimes it happens that the
~ nV of a title is unconscious, as in the case of
ante’s Divine Comedy, which is probably the
, catest religious poem in the world, and one of the
There is real irony in Dean Swift's A
c] _c? Proposal, which suggests the using of poor
aso 1 f°°d;and De Quincey’s Murder Considered
n° of the Pine Arts is the quintessence of satire.
qjVf,nc titles are singularly inappropriate, such ns
whic]st° nC's fmprcgnahlc Rock of Holy Scripture,
fen 1" as a most: elaborate and much-trumpeted de-
I @ Ib° so-called *“ impregnable rock.” Mr.
actu wells, who is clever enough to know better,
a Co n allowed b'S humour to sleep when he dubbed
'G0d °/;S excursion into the arid regions of theology,
obser f invisible King, for, as a schoolboy critic
or aVc ; bow could he know his deity was a king
Piaster'7 Slllcat n,an if he were invisible. Shelley’s
erUgj .PlOce- Prometheus Unbound, provoked the
Jest of Theodore llook that it was likely to re-
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main unbound. Almost as unkind was G. K. Ches-
terton’s jibe at Swinburne’s glorious Songs Before
Sunrise, that they were songs to a sunrise that never
took place. Thomas Paine was very happy with the
titles of his books, The Age of Reason and The Rights
of Man. Professors are sometimes careful to keep
their excursions into imaginative literature apart
from their other and more serious work, and few
people were aware that the light-hearted author of
Alice in Wonderland was the solemn Rev. C. L.
Dodgson, who compiled On Determinants and other
sober works on the higher mathematics. Mr. Rud-
yard Kipling used The City of Dreadful Night as the
title of one of his clever stories, forgetting that it
had been used by James Thomson; but this was a
small mistake compared to that made by a municipal
librarian, who classified Wilde’'s Importance of Being
Earnest and Sorrow’s Bible in Spain under the head-
ing of “ theology.”

Charles Dickens had a facetious habit of having
dummy books made up, with catchy titles, to catch
the unwary. One such was named, -caustically,
Christian Evidences, by King Henry the Eight.
James Whistler, the artist, who was not so genial as
Dickens, collected his own letters addressed to the
newspaper press under the soothing title : The Gentle
Art of Making Enemies. Whistler is a good hater.
He reminds me of the old Spaniard, who, on his death-
bed, was asked by the priest if he had forgiven his
enemies. The dying man said : “ | have no enemies;
I have shot them all.”

Old-world writers liked to parade their learning by
using Latin titles. Some have survived, such as the
Rcligio Medici and Hydrotaphia of the learned and
talented Sir Thomas Browne. Many of these ancient
authors liked, lengthy titles, almost as explanatory
as the head-lines in a newspaper. Browning was one
of the latest to adopt this style, as in Parleyings with
Certain People of Some Importance in Their Day,
but the present tendency is all for brevity. Sometimes
authors miss fire with their titles, as did Lewis Morris,
with his Epic of Hades, which a distinguished critic
called “ the Hades of an Epic.” Another book, or
booklet, which created an enormous sensation, bore
the scholastic title : The Fruits of Philosophy. This
work, | need hardly add, dealt neither with “ fruit ”
nor “ philosophy.”

Newspapers are so closely intertwined with litera-
ture nowadays that no apology is needed for mention-
ing them. Years ago there was both a Sim and a Star,
provoking the jest that the Star twinkled at eleven
o’clock in the morning, and the Sun came out in the
evening. There is humour in the title of the Roman
Catholic publication, The Universe, remembering
that it is published in a Protestant country. But our
French friends arc very clever with titles. During
the late war a newspaper, entitled The Free Man, was
suppressed by the Government. It reappeared the
following day under the challenging title: The Man
in Chains. That is as it should be. For the men who
can rise triumphantly over the fell clutch of circum-
stance may justly be acclaimed as the masters of their

fate. Mimnekmus.

MR. G. WHITEHEAD'S MISSION.

The unprecedented weather during Mr. Whitehead’s
second week at Newcastle caused several of the meetings
to begin and continue in the rain, fortunately without any
abatement of interest on the part of the audience. The
usual seven meetings were successfully addressed and
appreciative crowds listened and bought good quantities
of literature. Messrs. Carlton and Bartram and Miss
llartram worked with their usual zeal and new members
were made. In response to a special request, Mr. White-
head will start another week at Hull to-day, .September 7.
For further particulars see Guide Notice.
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The Man in Black.

A VAST crowd of people, dressed in the costume of
Greeks, but all in white, assembled at a stately temple
of the Goddess Artemis in the city of Ephesus; and
not far off was the blue Aegean Sea. Suddenly, a
warning rang out:—

“ Folk of Ephesus, either you must be converted
and worship the God that | worship, or you must die !”

They all looked, and lo! they beheld a man, clad
in black, and standing on the top of a block of stone
near the entrance to the holy temple of the Goddess.
They knew him; his name was John; he was an elderly
man, and a Christian. John prayed to his God for
a sign, and, as he finished speaking, half the temple
fell wth a thunderous crash, breaking the sacred ob-
jects in its chambers, and crushing the chief priest.
A fearful uproar ensued. Some fled, some fell flat,
some knelt, some tore their white garments and wept.
John exclaimed, in a mocking voice :—

“ Where now is the power of the evil
Artemis?”

So the citizens of Ephesus rose up, and destroyed
the second half of the temple, and listened to the
preaching of the Apostle John, and became servants
of the Lord Jesus Christ; and, to show the might of
his master, Christ, John raised the dead priest to life
again. Not that he did the miracle himself; he bade
a young man, a kinsman of the priest, to stand over
the corpse, and call life back; and when this was done,
John welcomed the priest into the faitli of Christ,
and promised that, like all other Christians, he should
“ live unto all ages.”

As it is possible the reader has never heard of these
singular occurrences before, | may reveal the source
of my information, namely, a book called 7 he Acts
of John, and this, again, forms part of a volume
recently published,1 and edited by Dr. Montague R.
James, under the title of The Apocryphal New Testa-
ment. Many years ago, some of us first read various
gospels, that are not found in the ordinary New
Testament, in a collection issued by William Hone in
1820. Hone’s book had its usefulness for many years;
but it is as well to recognize in Dr. James’s edition a
great improvement on Hone’s; and besides this, Dr.
James has added many curious ancient documents not
to be found in Hone; and among them is the “ Acts
of Jphn,” and John was the prophet clad in black.
Whether this John was really a companion and
apostle of Jesus, and whether, indeed, the Jesus por-
trayed in these “ Acts,” or in the usual Bible, ever
existed, are questions, open to more or less discussion.
Certain it is that, in the second century, when this
book of “ Acts ” was composed, people loved wonder-
tales, and the supply of wonder-talcs was fairly equal
to the demand. Even so, in 1924, the public asks for
novels, and the novels appear, by printers’ and pub-
lishers’ magic.

John (as we learn from an earlier passage of these
“ Acts ”) had already performed an extraordinary
action in Ephesus City. A municipal officer, named
Lycomedes, begged John to heal his wife, Cleopatra,
who lay incurably sick of paralysis; that is, she was
incurable by the usual medical methods, such as they
were. Indeed, poor Lycomedes was so nervously over-
wrought by this tragedy in bis household that he fell
down dead at his wife’s bedside. Such incidents never
daunted a true apostle, and John both restored Cleo-
patra and revived her husband. It is pleasant to record
the homely little sequel. John stayed a while in the
official’s house, and often discoursed of heavenly
truths. Lycomedes made a small hole in the wall
of the chamber, or parlour, in which John sat, and

spirit,

1 By the Clarendon Press, Oxford (1924); 584 pages.
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hired a local artist to peep through and paint a por-
trait of the apostle. In two days, the picture was
finished, John being represented as crowned with gar-
lands. If the Society of Biblical Archaeology could
discover this painting, it would be of great interest,
and, no doubt, an American millionaire would pur-
chase it for a gallery in New York or Chicago.

John often advised Christians to live a life of severe
simplicity, and, if they had an abundance of goods, to
give their riches to the poor.2 In one sad case, two
Christian gentlemen gave away all their riches, and
afterwards repented. Whereupon, in order to deride
their stupid desire for so-called “ wealth,” John got
a handful of pebbles from the sea-beach, called upon
the “ majesty of the Lord,” and turned all into golden
gems. Of this sea-pebble change there could be no
suspicion, for the gems were taken to local jewellers,
and pronounced “ excellent and precious.” It was
clear, therefore, that if John presented an example of
frugal habits, it was not because he had no access to
riches.

Perhaps it may be suggested that, in the second
century, as in the twentieth, common pebbles might
occasionally be sold as precious stones. But doubters
are invited to consider the still more remarkable in-
cident of the poison cup. John issued a public chal-
lenge, and declared that he could prove his Chris-
tianity by swallowing a deadly potion. The governor
of the city allowed a preliminary experiment to be
made with two men, who were condemned to death,
and who might as well die by poison as in any other
mode. They drank, they “ gave up the ghost.” Then
John made the sign of the cross, and drank from the
same cup. A mob looked on, waited three hours, saw
no injurious change in John, and then, with one voice,
affirmed that John’s God was the true God. At the
end of this interesting book we read that John
serenely arranged for his own death. He requested
friends to dig a grave, and, having eaten bread with
his disciples in a " cucharist ” feast, he stripped off
his clothes, and lay in the open trench, whispered,
“ Peace be with you, brethren,” and so passed away.
A sort of postscript tells that a light shone over the
grave for the space of an hour, and that! next day, on
the earth being removed, nothing was found 'but a
pair of sandals.

I have omitted to state that a passage in the
“ Acts ” relates how John (he tells the story him*
self) had, in past years, walked in company with
Jesus. This Jesus appeared at times as an aged man
with a long beard and bald head, and at times quite
different : now small and mean, and then as an im-
mense figure, reaching unto heaven. A lively episode
in this narrative tells how the apostles formed a ring
round their Master, and danced as they chanted 3
hymn after this manner: —

Glory be to thee, Word! glory be to thee, Grace!

Glory be to thee, Spirit! Glory be to thee, Holy One 1
Glory be to thy glory! Amen......

The number Twelve danceth on high! Amen.

Whoso danceth not, knoweth not what cometh to pass 1 Amf**
And so on. The Lord also danced in the myst<c
exercise, and then went forth to the last scenes— tlic
Trial, the Crucifixion, the Resurrection, and the A3
cension.

Dr. James calculates that this book of “ Acts
John ” was written “ not later than the middle of th3
second century ” by an author named Lcucius, O
whom no personal details are discoverable. The wh°lc
collection of Gospels, Acts and Epistles is importslt*
not because we are called upon to believe all
stories they contain (though 1, for one, honestly c°t
fess | believe the story of the sandals !), but bccalle

One need hardly point out how splendidly this
of poverty is realized to-day, all Christians being poor, dl
all rich persons being Atheists and Agnostics.
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they throw light upon the psychology of the second
century people who founded the Christian faith. The
Roman civiilzation was in transition towards the
Europe of mediaeval and modern times. The second
century was outwardly, on the whole, peaceful and
normal; but enormous mental changes were in pro-
cess among the slaves and general poor masses of the
Roman Empire. These folk longed for a God, not
merely majestic like Jupiter, but able to take very
homely shape, and bleed and die in suffering, as so
many of their own class bled and died. This longing
was met by the poets, dramatists, artists, and story-
tellers of the time; and the result is seen in both the
New Testament now “ appointed to beread in
churches,” and in the Apocryphal documents learn-
edly collected for our instruction by Dr. James,
Others still exist. Dr. James says he has read “ a
Dispute between Christ and the Devil,”
that “ it is not interesting.” Which of the two
speakers is not interesting he does not say. In
Milton’s Paradise Lost, and elsewhere, | have often
read speeches by the Devil, and I will candidly affirm
they were never dull. | myself consider dullness a
deadly sin, especially in people who write articles for
Papers. But of this sin | doubt if the Devil was ever
guilty, F. J. Gould.

Acid Drops.

Gn Bernard Shaw’s Saint Joan the author puts into the
raouth of the Archbishop a definition of a miracle. It is

an event which creates faith.” This was quoted with
approval at the Modern Churchmen’s Conference, and it
Would seem as though the definition expresses Mr. Shaw’s
Present opinion of a miracle. But as is quite common
‘Vith him, he reaches this definiton, and attracts attention,
y simply turning a thing upside down and inducing
a number of people to stand on their heads to see what
¥ rs. A miracle is not an event which creates faith, it
~ faith which creates the event that becomes a miracle.
ne event of Christ walking on the water, or turning
Water into wine, or raising dead men to life were not
jWents which created faith because these things never
~Nappened. It was faith in the ability of certain people
u do these and similar things which created the events.
r' Shaw’s definition is bad history and worse
ayehology. That may have been the reason why it com-
exRd itself to the Modem Churchmen’s Conference.

Jic] fival preacher has challenged Canon Barnes to pub-
to ™ 7eMatc the subject of science and religion. He offers
ti0*rove that the Bible cannot be reconciled with evolu-
1l and that the Canon is quite wrong in trying to har-
1Ze Christianity with evolution. Of course, the
on “tas declined. But if it came off we would back

ty, 'nOrc orthodox gentleman. It is one of those cases
fnan™ the logic is on the side of the fool, and the
r' with more sense—because he is afraid to trust his
ist°n °ccuP'eR an indefensible position. If Christianity

lle. Canon Barnes is wrong. If Canon Barnes is right

stianity is wrong. That is the whole of the situation.
ro 'r do not know whether the Outlook considers il

it ,Uar issues to be non-religious or anti-religious, bi
Writt°ntly issuc<l ollc number with “ Religious Number
doncCn across the top. Perhaps, however, it was OUl
sevo .*1° warn readers what to expect. And there wei
g*on a Ctrt'cles dealing with the present position of rcl
tlle k ~wre was, for instance, an article on miracles b
t0 “Vv' 1l R. Royds. Mr. Royds has got near cnoug
mif.A tr"th to write that “ When people believe i
ereatQfs’ ,n'rac’ts arc believed to happen. The deman
onc (S “e supply,” But he goes on to say that if scienc
bshts ~ 1'Bc’vers a method of multiplying loaves an
"ffirael . mitcly, "then the historicity, of at least on

¢ will be-vindicated.” That by no means follow!
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Because science can now flash a message round the earth
in a few seconds, it by no means follows that someone who
merely said that he did it two or three thousand years
ago was telling the truth. If science can tell us how to
multiply loaves and fishes, it_will remain to be proven
that an ignorant Jewish peasant, superstitious to the last
degree, also knew how to do it. Mr. Royds also says that
“ No one now attempts to defend the story of the Virgin
Birth solely on historical evidence.” He does not believe
it, and says that “ The doctrine of the Virgin Birth can
be quietly dropped.” That last expression is quite charm-
ing, and quite in accord with Christian ethics. After
teaching it for centuries as the most certain of truths,
parsons are now to be honest and to publicly proclaim
the}- were wrong. They were quietly to drop it, in the
hopes that most people will not notice the omission. Is
there anything quite so hopelessly crooked as your pro-
fessional Christian ?

but headds

Another writer in the same issue says that “ true Chris-
tianity has survived many revolutions of thought, not by
opposing them but by accepting them.” That, too, is
quite charming. We should like to know what is the
true Christianity that has survived, and above all,
whether it is not possible to survive any change of
opinion by giving up the one for which one has fought
and taking on with the one which conquers ? It is equally
true to say that the special creationist survived evolution,
the belief in witches survived the growth of a sane medical
science. It is quite splendid. By this plan everything
survives everything. And even though someone may say,
it is so much clotted nonsense to talk in this way, some-
one is not everyone. For one sensible person there are
scores of fools, and in religion it is the number that tells.
The Bible tells us of the multitudes of angels that are
round the heavenly throne, but it is discreetly silent as
to their quality.

Our dear Press! The Sunday Express, whose editor is,
we believe, full to the neck with religious aspirations,
publishes the alleged prison exj>eriences of the Bungalow
murderer, Mahon. One moment protesting against the
crowds of people who go to see the scene of the murder,
the next pandering to the same unhealthy taste by pub-
lishing the prison experiences of the murderer himself.
What a fine type of character these centuries of Chris-
tianity has given us!

On Sunday last Canon Barnes gave it as his deliberate
opinion that unless he is to live for ever the universe
must be regarded as an absurdity. We should not have
thought that Canon Barnes was of such tremendous im-
portance to the universe, and some might be wicked
enough to suggest that a universe with Canon Barnes
would not be less absurd than one from which he was
absent. Having said that much we hasten to point out
that the Canon did not express himself directly in the
words we used, but they amounted to that. What he
did say was that “ human life was an absurdity unless
man’s personality was destined for eternal life,” and that
we submit justifies our paraphrase. The statement that
the universe is absurd unless man persists is a mere cover-
in for the foolishly egotistic statement “ the universe is
an absurdity unless / exist.” It is true the Canon ad-
mits “ our entire inability to imagine the existence of con-
sciousness apart from some living material organism,”
but that is a trifle to a properly religious man, and the
Canon would not have gained the reputation—among
journalists and Christians—of a scientific thinker had he
allowed this trifle to stand in his wpy. A man who is
unable to believe something he is entirely unable to con-
ceive is no good as a Christian. And as a parson, well,
as the coster said, " language aint ekal to it.”

The professional advertiser is getting to work with the
churches. Thus we note that a Smithfield church has
it announced that “ An empty seat in Church means a
vote that God has forgotten.” Well, forgotten, but not
bothered about. But assuming that churchgoers some-
times think while in church, we do not think we should
have put it in that way. A God who can be easily for-
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gotten liardly seems a God worth bothering about. When
people really believed in God he was the most tremen-
dous fact in their lives. They saw his handiwork in all
the good and the evil things in life. They could not have
forgotten him if they had wished. But a God who can
be forgotten! A God who really did anything worth
bothering about simply could not be forgotten. That
is why, assuming that churchgoers think while in
Church, we should not have put it that way. But per-
haps the advertiser knows best.

Here is another religious advertisement, but it is diffi-
cult to imagine the most case-hardened journalist
keeping his face straight whilst writing it
“ The Deity’s presence is shown by the presence of a
light, and sin by a well-trained python specially com-
missioned from South America......the audience thought
that the Ark was rather too much like an Army hut.”
This is part of a description of an American film, “ Great
Stories of the Bible,” shown at the Marble Arch Pavilion
Cinema. The journalist who wrote that up had better
look out; when Lord Danesfort returns from York Races
the knight of the pen may be cited as an example to
justify the Lord’s prospective bill.

We really must ask Mr. George Lansbury to be more
careful in his choice of words. In an article on “ Loaf-
ing,” he states that those who call work blessed are
guilty of the sin of blasphemy. Further on he writes
that there is a deceptive game (it sounds like “ hoop-la )
which causes both men and women to blaspheme not
loud but deep. In both cases we think the plain word
of swearing would serve. Blasphemy as defined and
understood by twelve good men and true consists in say-
ing something about one member of a family that is
permissible about another.

Quite clearly the deity does not approve of Wembley
Exhibition. Apart from this atrocious summer' he seems
to have visited the exhibition with his special wrath.

Three of Queen Elizabeth’s maids of honour and a
number of other performers at the Pageant of Empire,
at Wembley, had an exciting adventure.

They had taken refuge in the tunnel, and at the end
of 20 minutes the tunnel—which is steeply inclined, to
act as a drain for the Stadium—was transformed into a
torrent of running water, the large gates acting as a
dam.

The women, who had come in their satin costumes
from Harrow, had to wade with the water over their
knees through a small postern gate. In their fifty yards’
dash to the Stadium entrance they were drenched to the
skin, and their costumes were ruined.

The storm turned the Stadium into a lake, and the
average depth of water was one inch, though on the
racing track, which is below the level of the grass, a
depth of six inches was registered.

Possibly the suggestions made by the ungodly that the
exhibition should be opened on the Sabbath have piqued
the deity.

“ | protest against the idea that parsons are not mem-
bers of the working-class. The majority of them are paid
less than the municipal dustmen,” says C. F. G. Master-
man. Justice commenting on this, remarks, “ So Mr.
Masterman think*» it is low wages that make the work-
ing man.” Exactly; but can you exj>ect such a materi-
ally-minded association as the Christian Church to realize
that it is how and what a man thinks that determines his
class, rather than the size of his wages or salary ? Be-
sides, just at present, with a powerful working-class
movement reaching out towards political power in this
country, it is popular to represent the parson as poorly
paid, and as being at least a sentimental .Socialist. No
doubt the priesthood in Italy can justify their inherent
Racism by a plentitudc of biblical quotations; whilst in
Russia they have probably discovered that the Lord is
a Bolshevik, and Moses his first Red commissar.

According to the Outlook, “ Religion in the old con-
ception was thought to be a revelation once for all given,
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in the new acceptance of the idea it is a discovery that is
continuously being made.” We are not quite clear what
this means; but we assume that the writer’s intention
is to reconcile the continual change of religious beliefs
with the old theological theory of divine revelation. We
doubt, however, whether this conception of a revelation
which is given in the ordinary way in which knowledge
of mundane things comes to the human race, is likely
to commend itself to the religious-minded; whilst the
sceptics will, we imagine, Smile quietly, and be reminded
of the rather pathetic attempts made by bewildered
Christian apologists to explain the “ inspiration ” of the
writers of the Bible as being analagous with the “ in-
spiration ” that made Shakespeare write his plays, or
any poet produce his lyrics and epics. So long as reli-
gion demands in a bullying fashion that its dogmas shall
be accepted on faith, as being removed beyond the world
of reason, it will find adherents. But when it begins
to water down these haughty demands, and suggests that
religion is “ natural,” and governed, by the same laws
that operate in the natural world, it ceases to appeal to
either the bigot, or the reasonable man. Its supporters,
then, can be drawn only from the ranks of those timid
souls, who like to keep a foot in either camp, and whose
intellectual diet is a queer mixture of dogmatism and
guasi-science.

We fear the wicked infidel Reds of Glasgow have been
corrupting that city. At any rate the Glasgow Eastern
Herald tells the following story in a recent issue : “ At
a Salvation Army meeting lately a sister began the
hymn, ‘ My soul, be on thy guard; ten thousand foes
arise.” She began too high. *‘Ten thousahd,” she
screeched, and stopped. She tried again, ‘ Ten thou-
sand,” and cracked on a top note. ‘' Start her at five
thousand,” cried a converted stockbroker who was pre-
sent.” Alas! what must the shade of Calvin think?

There seems to be no limit to the enterprise of Mr.
Morris Gest. For the past six weeks he has been paying
a rental of over (1,000 a week for the lease of the New
Century Theatre in New York, which he transformed
into a Gothic cathedral for tlic purposes of the production
of “ The Miracle.” Now he wishes to produce it in a
church in London. After all, churches are usually put
to less useful purposes than theatres.

The recent controversy as to whether Mars is inhabited
by intelligent beings or not, ought to have brought the
theologians to the fore with a rush. Quite clearly there
is no life on Mafs : if there were, the biblical story of
creation would have something to say on the matter-
Perhaps the parsons arc learning caution, and have de
cided to allow science to solve this problem before offer-
ing their dictum.

Less than a hundred years ago Dorchester labourers
were deported to Australia for being pioneers of trade
unionism. We wonder if all the clerical chorus round the
present Labour Government remembers on which sidc
their ecclesiastical predecessors ranged themselves in the
movement that challenged orthodoxy in those far °~
and good old days !

“ | have always regarded it as a duty of mine as 1
minister of religion to teach people to observe civil la"'l
and possibly a warning, with a hit of practical adv'tC
from the police, would have been more likely to ha'e
the desired effect than a public example for such ~
offence.” The Rev. Stuart Snoxell, of Riverside
Brandon (Suffolk), who was summoned at Luton ~
driving a motor-cycle without two independent bra
wrote this letter to the Bench. lie was fined 10s,
magistrate’s clerk, Mr. F. W. F. Lathom, rightly i<
scribed the letter as impertinent. But priests arc so *c
customed to assuming a hectoring tone where questio”
of morals and conduct are concerned, that this Ictt«r
not altogether remarkable. Nevertheless, we would si™
gest to this professional purveyor of ethics, that exa"11
is always more effective than precept.

N
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To Correspondents.

Those Subscriber’s who receive their copy
of the "Freethinker" in a GREEN WRAPPER
will please take it that the renewal of their
subscription is due. They will also oblige, if
they do not want us to continue sending the
Paper, by notifying us to that effect.

W. Billingsley—We do not see anything in the letter you
enclose which calls for special notice. Your own com-
munication to the Press is in excellent form and will do
good. When our delightful Press can be induced to run
the risk of losing the sale of a few copies by inserting any-
thing in favour of Freethouglit good is certain to be done.

H. Brasden.—Paul’s advice was that women were not to be
Permitted to speak in Church. If only the advice was given
as regards men—and carried—a great deal of nonsense
might have been saved the world.

J Brijese—We had already written a paragraph on the
matter, and you will see we pay special attention to Canon
Barnes in “ Views and Opinions.” That such men should
acquire the reputation of thinkers is evidence of the low
level of Christian intelligence at its best. The truth of the
Darwinian theory has no vital connection with the truth of
evolution. Darwinism might be altogether wrong without
It in the least affecting the truth of evolution.

D K. Scott—We are afraid that the Freethinking of your
friend who has become converted by I'astor Russell cannot
have been of a very robust description—unless, as you sug-
gest, the case is a pathological one. We cannot promise to
deal with Pastor Russell seriously. Those who could be
affected by such propaganda would certainly not read the
Freethinker, and a series of articles dealing with the non-
sense ladelled out by such men would be an insult to the
mtelligence of those who read this paper week by week.

Fhe " Freethinker ” is supplied to the trade on sale or return.
Any difficulty in securing copies should be at once reported
to this office.

Fhe Secular Society, Limited, office is at 62 Farringdon Street
Fondon, E.C.4.

Fhe National Secular Society's office is at 62 Farringdon
Street, London, E.C.4.

IVhen the services of the National Secular Society in connec-
tion with Secular Burial Services are required, all communi-
cations should be addressed to the Secretary, Miss E. M.
F°ncc, giving as long notice as possible.

Fccture Notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London,
F-.Cq, by nlc prst post Tuesday, or they will not be
inserted.

Orders for literature should be sent to the Business Manager
°f the Pioneer rress, 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4,
and not to the Editor.

A"Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to

The Pioneer Press,” and crossed " London, City and
Midland Bank, Clerkcnwell Branch.”

Fetters for the Editor of the " Freethinker” should be
“dressed to 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4.

'iends who send us newspapers would enhance the favour

y marking the passages to which they wish us to call

ion.
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Sugar Plums.

N f.ast week we published an obituary notice of Dr. C. R.

pj\V?n' Woc are sorry that a reference of an unpleasant
ar Ir Is now made necessary. 1)r. Niven was, as the obitu-
Cm a close friend of many years’ standing of Mr.

Bpii'p'l S> ¥c Wafi a Freethinker of very firm ami decided
a'id jO'18* an™ % "™as quite in accordance with his desire
Vjc ’af (f his widow and children that a secular ser-
in 1*'u” I)c held at his grave. When Mr. Cohen arrived
\r:;, -IVci'Pool lie was informed that an old friend of Dr.
Pies- 1 Kcv- W. Williamson, of Leicester, had cx-
The 1' a <lesirc to hold some sort of a service in the house.
saillt, I10thcrs and sisters of the dead man also had the
Pr'vateCSle! a,u* D'ohen said that as it was quite a
sel\f.e r among themselves, and referred to tlietn-
hoiisc 011. 110 objection need lie made. A room in the

"as set aside for their use, neither the coffin, nor
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Mrs. Niven, nor the children were present, and a more or
less formal service was held. It was, we repeat, a quite
private affair. The real service, the one desired by the
dead man and his family, was held at the graveside and
consisted in an address by Mr. Cohen. This emphasised
the nature of Dr. Niven’s opinions, and the speaker was
afterwards congratulated by several members of the
family on what they describe as a “ beautiful ” address.

So far we had hoped the matter would have ended there.
But on the day after the funeral a lengthy obituary notice
appeared in the Liverpool Post, from “ A Correspondent ”
In view of the nature of the communication we must ad-
mit that the writer by concealing his name showed that
a small sense of decency still survived, unless the anony-
mity was due to sheer moral cowardice. The notice made
no mention of Dr. Niven’s opinions on religion, it did not
say that the real service—a secular service—was held at
the graveside, but it mentioned—and this seemed to be
the main motive for writing—that a service was held in
the house by the Rev. W. Williamson “ prior to the in-
terment in the presence of a large number of prominent
medical men.” And it went on to say that the two books
the Doctor knew best were his Bible and his Bums. We
cannot saj’ which books lie knew best, but we could name
a dozen that he loved better, and which had had a greater
influence on his life. But one can tell a lie in more ways
than one, and we have no hesitation in saying that this
communication, by mentioning the religious service,
without explaining that it was quite opposed to the dead
man’s views, and suppressing all mention of a secular
service, is a peculiarly mean and contemptible one—for
the meanest lie that can be told is one that uses a dead
man as the occasion for uttering it.

More than that, we say that this is a peculiarly and
characteristic Christian falsehood, since it lacks the moral
courage of telling the lie plainly and openly. It tells
the falsehood by suggestion and by suppressing the truth,
and that is a form of falsehood Which is an easy first
favourite in Christian records, and owes its favouritism
to the way in which Christian teaching and influence lobs
the moral nerve of its edge and precision. We have a
strong suspicion as to the authorship of this communica-
tion, but we refrain from saying more for the present.
Still, we owe it to the memory of one who hated shams and
falsehoods to say what we have said. The incident en-
forces the lesson that 110 matter how a Christian may act
in the ordinary affairs of life, where Christian feelings are
aroused, and where Christian interests are at stake, a
Freethinker can seldom trust a Christian. He will forget
all the ordinary rules of decency and courtesy and allow
all that is worst in his nature to have full play. To lie
about the living is bad enough, but in the name of friend-
ship to lie about the dead surely touches the lowest level
of contemptibility.

Since writing the above we have heard from Mr.
Williamson, to whose attention Mr. Cohen called the
Post article,and we have his assurance that he is in 10 way
responsible for its appearance. We arc glad to have that
because Dr. Niven had a high opinion of Mr. William-
son’s character, and it is good to know that his respect
was not misplaced. Mr. Williamson also says that the
statement was “ unfair 7 to Mr. Cohen. But Mr. Cohen
was hot in the least concerned about any-unfairness to
him. That could neither injure nor trouble him. He
is only concerned about correcting a peculiarly con-
temptible piece of dishonesty, and we are glad to have
Mr. Williamson with us in that.

While Mr. Cohen was in Liverpool he was approached
by several friends as to the possibility of his lecturing
in Liverpool during the coining season. He would be
pleased to come, but it is a question of getting the Liver-
pool friends together. Will all those who are interested,
and who sec this paragraph, lie good enough to drop Mr.
Cohen a line and lie will see what can be done? If neces-
sary he would come to Liverpool and hold a meeting of
those interested to discuss possibilities. There are large
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numbers of Freethinkers in the city if they could only be
brought into co-operation.

It is a general custom among F.S.S. Branches to devote
a lecture, or a short address, to Charles Bradlaugh on the
Sunday which falls nearest to the date of his birth. All
interested are, therefore, reminded that September 28 is
“ Bradlaugh Sunday,” and it is fitting that Freethinkers
should do what they can to see that the work and
fame of one of the greatest reformers of the nineteenth
century is kept before the people. Christians, and “ ad-
vanced ” politicians who move with one eye on the chapel
vote, will certainly not do so.

As a result of Mr. Corrigan’s lectures in .Stevenson
Square, Manchester, on Sunday last, a debate has been
arranged with Mr. Bowen, a local Wesleyan preacher,
on the subject, “ Is Christianity True?” The discussion
will take plaee in Stevenson Square to-day, September 7.
We hope these proceedings will be quiet and orderly
enough to allow all who wish to take an intelligent inter-
est in the discussion.

We are asked to announce that the meetings of the
South Loudon Branch in Brockwell Park will for the
future commence at 3 o’clock and 6 instead of at 3.30
and 6.30. We are pleased to learn that in spite of the
wretched weather the meetings are very successful at this
station, and also that Mr. Corrigan’s Tuesday evening
meetings on Clapham Common are also meeting with the
approval of the large audiences which listen to them.

Does It Matter ?

Nature exists philosophies.—
Engels.

Human groups have always lived as they could, with-
out caring about theories; their social conduct inevitably
results from a sort of compromise in the conflict between
their appetites, their aptitudes, and the necessities dic-
tated by their physical environment.—Lctourncau.

Of the memories that enrich my life, there is none
that lias a more whimsical appeal than the recollection
of an old gentleman, with whom, and beneath whose
hospitable roof, | was wont to discuss the problems
of life, whilst waiting for my train in a little town
in Lincolnshire. Having “ debated with no little heat
our various opinions ” mine host would usher me to
the door, and with a twinkle in his eye would ask :
“ Well, what does it all matter?” To a youth on the
threshold of life, of course, it mattered tremendously;
and | said so—vigorously. Nevertheless, there have
been many times since when | have paused in the
midst of a passionate appeal on behalf of some cause
dear to my heart, and the vision of the old gentleman
with the twinkle in his eye and the taunting question
on his lips has come to me, and | have resumed my
discourse with a much abated fire. There is nothing
like the wisdom of age for cooling the ardour of youth.

To the cobbler there is nothing like leather, and
to the philosopher there is nothing like— his philo-
sophy. Just as moralists invariably fall into the error
of regarding the preaching of maxims as a primary
agent in evolving the higher life—forgetting that
morals were implicit in practice long before they be-
came explicit in theory—so do philosophers invariably
assume that without them and their ’isms this I’il old
world would soon go to thg “ demnition bow-wows.”
It is not at all so. The majority of people get along
tolerably well on a minimum of philosophy. If happi-
ness be the aim of existence—and all philosophies say
it is, in this world or another—then | will back the
gentleman who removes my dust against any high-
brow living. If my wife has a philosophy of life |
have yet to discover it, but she is a much more agree-

independently of all
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able person to live with than would be, say, Carlyle,
Nietzsche, Schopenhauer, or Tolstoy. If | am a
philosopher it is from necessity not choice; if 1 obtain
enjoyment from philosophizing it is not because of my
philosophy—if 1 had none 1'd be just as happy—it’s
just my carnal inclination.

If there is anything that provokes my mirth and
excites my derision, it is the sight of a well-fed grown-
up congregation sitting very stiff and solemn whilst
a gentleman with his collar fastened at the back tells
them how to behave themselves! After all, one gets
a little tired of being harangued from street corners
by soap-box orators who think they possess the patent
rights of the one and only specific for the ills of
humanity; or accosted by pale, pathetic souls who
beseech you to read for them the Riddle of the Sphinx.
Away with all such ! They are an abomination. Why
cumber they the ground?

Historically there is no warranty for assuming that
philosophy can promote the happiness of humanity,
or hasten human progress. Quite the reverse. Man'’s
attempts at framing a satisfactory theory of life, as
registered in the mythologies and religions of the
world, have been a prolific source of misery
and woe. From the hieroglyphics of ancient Babylon
to Mrs. Eddy’s Key to the Scriptures they have been
a monument of fatuous error. They have resulted in
wars and persecutions, and a tremendous wastage of
human energy and emotion. What a blessed thing
for humanity if Jesus of Nazareth (Bethlehem ?) in-
stead of feeling himself inspired to save humanity,
had remained in his father's workshop—or taken
quietly to drink. Look at the tremendous wastage of
human energy and ingenuity entailed in such meta-
physical wordspinning as meets us in the works of
the lIdealists and the Schoolmen. Then, just as man
seemed as if lie was emerging from the twilight of
metaphysics into the daylight of Science, his develop-
ment is arrested by a respectable and inept agnosti-
cism. It is heartbreaking. | am blaming no one, |
admit that humanity has acted as it must, but one
can’t help having regrets.

It would seem that the really vital functions
of life have been discharged unconsciously or in
response to  irresistable impulses—and  conse-
guently effectively. Wherever man has attempted
consciously to control the course of human evolution
there error has crept in. Man, the philosopher, per-
ceives this and yet urges upon us the necessity of
a philosophy—his philosophy. Man, the religionist,
perceives it and still assures us that it is religion—1iS
religion— and still more religion that we want. There
is nothing like leather! And the cynic smiles and
says : “ Well, what does it all matter?” He perceives
that even where we might be said to have made pr*
gress, in the material sciences, in increased produc’
tivity, it has not made for the happiness of humanity
to any appreciable extent, it has not lightened the
human load commensurately, and he feels that a wha '
does-it-matter cynicism is justifiable.

Does it matter? Do we need a philosophy of life’
The answer is supplied by the desire of every thin
ing person to possess one. We feel—and 1 believe
rightly— that if life is to be worth living we must have
a rational appreciation of it; and we feel still further,
with Huxley, that if our increased knowledge an
consequent dominion over natural forces is not goin.-.
to make for the amelioration of the human lot, thei
would we “ hail the advent of some kindly come ,
which would sweep the whole affair away, as a
sirable consummation.”

Sir Ray Lankcstcr has shown that to-day ~
dominance over natural forces is such that we m
go on or go under. There can be no half-way collcr
It is imperative that we take conscious contro O
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the course of human evolution, or be tossed like flot-
sam and jetsam upon the seas of chaos. What then
are the obstacles in the way of this realization : this
consummation so devoutly to be wished? They are
numerous. There are so many philosophies clamour-
ing for our attention. Which is the true one? Ob-
viously, the one that is based on an impartial survey
of the facts, and which follows the inferences from
the facts to their logical conclusion. Superstition
(which includes religion), Metaphysics, and all forms
of Obscurantism are the obstacles in the pathway of
the realization of our destiny. No wonder the average
nian is abashed. No wonder he loses himself in the
labyrinths of the metaphysicians and theologians,
before we can face impartially the facts of life we
must clear away the incrustations. And they say that
the aims of the Freethinker are negative ! In further
articles we will endeavour to deal with some forms
of obscurantism, thus following in the wake— but at
a very respectful distance—of Mr. Arthur Lynch;
taking, first of all, the power of words and phrases in
seducing the human intellect from the paths of know-
ledge. Vincent J. Hands.

A Note on Comedy.

There has been fun in Bagdad. But there never will
he civilization where Comedy is not possible; and that
comes of some degree of social equality of the sexes.—
Meredith.

The sphere of comedy lies somewhere near the hat-
band that encases the head; the region of tragedy is
I'nder the waistcoat, and there appears to be a feud
between these two as to which shall be master. In a
library one may hear the battle taking place on the
bookshelves between Rabelais and The Anatomy
°f Melancholy — Don Quixote and the Imitation
°f Christ, or that nonsense called The Confessions
°f Augustine. If we have our moods and our
joods do not have wus, these grave and gay
books—and moods— fall into their proper places;
>t the feet of tragedy if it take one false step will
)ri’g down on its head the house of Comedy like a
°n of bricks. Remembering the function of handker-
chiefs, and the downright stupidity of Dcsdcmona, the
RHn of Comedy appearsdike a seraphic gesture that
something is wrong in Othetlo. Five acts about Lucy
«'Ockitt losing her pocket is just as convincing; and a
tragedy founded on sex in the popular novelist sense
o the word will once more invoke the divine malice
comedy to prevent us taking seriously that crowd
salens10dern writers who dance round the maypole of
As the world to some people is always going to the
°i?s (this, my readers, when the mood has the speaker),
Icrc arc a few choice spirits, who will see that it
~oes gracefully in the opposite direction. In the worlc
t Elusion will be found Mr. Nigel Playfair, whose
a te never misleads him, and Mr. Clifford Bax, who
ha bimself by writing Midsummer Madness. As
" hpuiess was born a twin, those who see this comedy
share it.

w-.. All that is good is easy, everything divine runs
jCs  bght feet,” was the first principle of Nietzsche’s
fair ° 8 an<® Mr. Bax, in his story of four people
n 'n love, carries his burden lightly to the end,

We n a™ *be characters find themselves. On the way
fias ar®. treated to many flashes of wit. Our author
the fnt,c'Ixitc(l fhc advertising of religion. Pantaloon,

{ |'s'ness man,” who compares himself to a pillar
Who f n>y ~M'/2bt, is neatly countered by Mrs. Pascal
b'urtfie S.b'm that he is a column of figures by day
is to td; ™ OUr modern Jeremiahs, whose chief concern

man that lie is a fallen creature, persist in this
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lunacy, they must not complain if they are taken at
their word. In an excellent duet Pantaloon and
Harlequin regale themselves on cider, and the first
unfortunate lover sings :—

If man be a sink of iniquity
Why should we bother to think ?

We pause for a reply, in the words of Sankey and
Moody— or is it Barnuni and Baileys?

“ Fancy reading a paper when all the flowers are
out!” exclaims Columbine to Pantaloon, who is
everlastingly consulting the financier’'s barometer, and
as a reward for saying that flowers are inessential,
he has the stalk of a rosebud pinned in his coat.

There is a story—your mercy if you have heard it—
that when all that was worth saving was in the ark,
Noah was called upon in an emergency to stop a leak.
The first think handy was the front end of a dog, and
that is why dog’s noses are cold. The leak became
worse, and he next used the upper part of a woman’s
arm, and that is the origin of the cold shoulder. This,
however, would not answer, and Shem or Ham or
Japhet were forced against this leak—which explains
why men stand with their backs to the fire. In some
remote way it also explains the refrain of Pantaloon
when flouted :—

The colder the shoulder, the more do we burn.

We shall not spoil any intending visitors pleasure
by recounting the whole of the story which gyrates
on the axle of laughter. The linch-pin is found in the
words of the concluding quartette :—

Read history books and you will find
How all the ages through,

Men have made wars;

But bear in mind,

How they made gardens, too.

Mr. Clifford Bax would bring healing to a sick world
by laughter and song. Beethoven is reported to have
stated that those who understood his music would be
free from the miseries that affect other men; that
strange figure in journalism, Gissing, had an idea to
reform the world by music; Shakespeare’s use of music
is a more interesting study than parthenogenesis or
the lost ten tribes. The face of history could be looked
at after a few generations of the use of music; and
during the war when common people made money,
the worst thing that our canine press could say of
them was that they spent it Ol pianos. They ought
to have been wise and cornered the world’s wheat, oil
or coal supply, and qualified for peerages.

This little play is slender—like a volume of Max
Bcecrbohm’s works— it is not unlike the flower having
the same name as one of the characters, Columbine.
Not once does it side-step from the path of pure fun,
lightness, and brightness.

Miss Marie Tempest, “ who was married at the
font,” is happy in her part of the widow Mrs.
Pascal, and she acts with all her charm and
captivating style. Mr. Frederick Ranalow fits
his part like a glove, and Mr. Hubert Eisdell
and Miss Marjorie Dixon complete an excellent quar-
tette that will convey the freshness and fragrance
of comedy over the footlights to delight the hearts
of those who sit in darkness. When they leave the
Lyric they take with them Mr. Bax’s outlook on life
as it might be, and refreshment of spirit from the
exuberant music of Mr. Armstrong Gibbs. The birth
of common sense might choose a worse president than
Comedy, with her pair of luminous-eyed companions
Laughter and Song. Wii.i.iam Repton.

Each believer in turn disbelieves the doctrine which
contradicts him; and just as the Christians spoke of the
" unbelieving Moslems,” so the Moslems spoke of the
“ infidel Christians.”—J. M. Robertson.
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So Near and Yet so Far.

I have a friend, typical of many better-class people
in my neighbourhood, yet outstanding in personality,
one who presents to my mind one of the many para-
doxes of social and intellectual life, such as | have
often wished to express in writing. My friend keeps
noticing my little effusions in the local press and sin-
cerely, if mistakenly, praises them now and then. |
find him at all important meetings in the town, politi-
cal and other, but only at those to which everybody
goes; or I meet him bustling in the street, brisk, bon-
homie, debonaire, well-groomed, shining-spectacled,
full of happy and enthusiastic talk when he meets my
humble self. | feel he may have read, remembered,
even understood more and better books than I, had a
better “ education,” more leisure, comfort, calm, per-
haps a wider, more varied experience, and yet, amaz-
ing paradox, remains a child mentally at middle age,
an eager and ingenuous infant, " pleased with a rattle
tickled with a'straw,” a Peter Pan that will never grow
up; never, never, never. Why, men have become
Prime Ministers of the greatest empire the world has
ever seen with just such qualities and such refusal
to grow any bigger. My friend is laird, factor, lawyer,
what you will, something in the City, something in
situ, yet a good hearty friend, well met, in the crowded
street, as if fearing no man’s censure for low acquaint-
ances; such as he, indeed, may touch pitch and not
be defiled. But—always a friend at arm’s length,
close and cordial, uncondescending, still, only the
salutcr of my person, not the companion of my soul !
And | would so much like to have been invited to his
mansion, to share his good fortune in that, to think
more of him for asking me—not that | want to go
there, where | might have honoured my host as much
as he honoured me; no, for in my father’'s house, in
my intellectual, even in my social round, are many
mansions. Indeed, | am only too glad to be spared
conventional calls; but those of nature and the heart,
sincerity and social aim, attract me still. With all
my friend’s outward optimism— 1 do not know—1I am
only sympathetically, curious— there may be a skeleton
in his cupboard; but, if so, he keeps it triumphantly
hid, no shadow of a grim reality is allowed for a
'moment to dim his outw’ard guise. He may be rich—
I hope he is very well off in this respect—but that
again is only my sympathetic concern, and as it might
shed light on his social and philosophical protesta-
tions. | expect also he is a Freethinker— like Baillic
Nicol Jarvie’s Highland relative, “ only sccven times
removed.” The paper | give him now and then does
not seem to stir his soul. He is far from being alone
in this among our local " intellectuals.” | do not
suppose my friend was ever very deep or daring in
anything that really mattered to tire world at large;
but dared, no doubt, and strained intensively, and has
been very successful in things of immediate personal
concern. He has been no martyr—why should he be?
—-or philosopher— why be that? as rebel, reformer,
denier, philanthropist—he that is without sin in so
many counts, let him throw the first stone ! Eet him
not disturb the amenities of the respectable street of
Laissez Faire. There a good man may dwell aloof in
his comfortable suburban villa, rich in material things,,
profoundly complacent in a care-free existence, with
always at hand inexhaustible stores of moral and in-
tellectual platitudes. What is it, then, my neighbour
lacks that leaves my heart unmoved to the friendship
he may still deserve? He seems to me to lack all
the things he has; and having what he lacks would
make us both mutually richer and better men, more
useful to the world, more wholesome and hopeful in
our common interests, happier even in our differences.
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So very much depends on the gods we worship— hence
the Freethinker, in preference to a leading article
in the Glasgow Herald, or in any of the best papers,
or the purely literary columns in these organs of public
opinion. | am here reminded of a recent and amiable
aristocratic acquaintance of mine, say, " a fine old
English gentleman,” an ancient and uncorrupted
Tory, reminiscent of the spacious days of Elizabeth
and her pirate captains. He is eloquent on the bless-
ings of “ Capital,” and while ignorant of its econo-
mics, is the most knowing in its manipulation, in the
Stock Exchange, for instance. Asked what created
capital, he said, " brains and labour.” Well, | re-

.piied, without over-estimating mine, | have brains,

and | have laboured all my days, and | am not rich.
And, yet, | said, it is the easiest thing in the world
to be rich; only begin young, and keep on saving, and
mere acquisitiveness, with man’s other commonplace
faculties, and—so rapid and bewildering is the flight
of time—a quite ordinary person may be a capitalist
at middle-age. Nor do | stress the loss of spiritual
values in this material accumulation, but only wish
to show how a very ordinary person can become very
rich : Indeed, is it not a commonplace that extra-
ordinary persons are more likely to die poor than rich ?
I must not be construed as making an "attack '’ upon
my friend or his class; far from it, and equally remote
from envy, egotism, and all uncharitableness. | am
thankful even for small mercies, grateful for little
courtesies, and have no desire to sever any social or
intellectual bond, however cheap and feeble that may
be, but would merely examine and appraise relation-
ships, affinities of mind and station, necessities of a
growing mental and moral stature and an increasing
"visibility,” abhorring the light bread of a superficial
convention, because, one hopes, one’s greatness is a-
ripening : writing, it may be, on the strength of a
revelation born of a study of the heart of man— or his
want of heart. Weary of the large yet meagre content
of the comfortable classes, typified in the present, and
by no means the extreme instance of a harmless and
decent, even humane person, but one in whom is
realized in every detail all 1 have suggested, as noted
in countless individuals belonging to all classes : to
whom, in moments of nobler irritation, one might ex-
claim with Brutus : “ Away, slight man !I” yet in the
merciful and magnanimous soul, knowing Cassius,
according to his lights, might be as good a man. But
so at last the spirit of the obscure man, the man with
" no stake in the country,” no social niche in the com-
munity, thirsts for equality and recognition, and looks
not up but down upon the sons of material fortune and
social standing—having, in its native magnanimity,
fondly and foolishly, wastefully worshipped at many
false or feeble shrines, turns at last to the strong tower
of its own right mind and from there beholds and
judges human worth and human activities, command-
ing at last a true perspective, affording an ever opcll
refuge and fortress for every fugitive, beleagured, I
tcllcctually honest soul ! All of which is but a mcagrC
outflow from this castle of the spirit: no language
can express its deep, abiding loathing for the cymca
superficialities of social, intellectual and religious Hfc'
I do not exhort; | leave that to the parson and
politician. For the unshaken, unawakened souls
neither hope nor fear. A man’s mind is his kingdom,
if he cannot rule there someone else must rule it [°r
him, and there is no lack of would-be kings. Realitx
the
often make me sad and humble, yet | do not envy fiof
rose-tinted visions of others that make them hap! "
in their illusions than | can ever hope, or even W|Shl"
to be. My friend is the best, and not the worst O
these, but still one of these, not " one of us,” a,u
as yet innocent of the true significance of the v

best in literature and philosophy.
A. MnME£-
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Correspondence.

WHY THE BIRTH-RATE FALLS.
To the Editor of the “ Freethinker.”

Sir,—Mr. Kerr’'s - reply ” to the incontrovertible body
oi facts set forth in my three articles in the Freethinker
provides a rather dubious compliment to the intelligence
°f its readers, for he ignores every point of importance
and concentrates upon the merest trivialities. Thus he
argues that the total number of children of the five
ex-premiers is not 24 but 25. What effect has such a
difference upon average fertility when divided between
six marriages ? Surely it is the most illuminating illus-
tration of the argumentative bankruptcy of any cause
when its protagonists are compelled to evade a mass of
decisive evidence in order to waste space upon such
trivial equivocations.

Hr. Kerr contends that the fact that his figures for the
Peerage of 1878 do not include dead children vitiates
my argument. | say that it is not affected in the least
since it was an exposure of Mr. Kerr’s error in comparing
the fertility of the peers who had “ completed their
families ” (Mr. Kerr’'s own words in a letter to me) with
the average fertility of the rest of the population, which
included those who were married only the day before
the census was taken. The addition of a small fraction
to the fertility of the peers to allow for dead children
Would merely bring their average into line with that
°f the rest of the wealthy class, thus completely refuting
H" Kerr and showing that the facts are just what my
vie'vs demand.

Hr. Kerr gives what purports to be a statement of
Iny views, but which is, of course, a complete mis-state-
i"cnt. 1 do not maintain that “ a low death-rate causes
a low birth-rate,” but that a high or low birth rate is
Produced by the same combination of causes as that
Which produces a low 'death-rate—a very different thing.
If Mr. Kerr maintains that such a view is “ childish
or “ intellectually absurd ” | may point out that he is
Hying in t]lc face of the whole results of organic evolu-
flon.and the basis of his own philosophy of birth control.
°r the very basis of birth control propaganda is the
arguincnt that there can be no reduction in the death-
*wte or substantial improvement in social conditions
Without a reduction of the birth-rate. Moreover, the
/°cls of organic evolution show that the degree of fertility
las lieen graduated down to compensate the falling deatli-
j-Ho- But perhaps Mr. Kerr will gravely argue that all
lls was accomplished, from unicellular organisms up to
In'>n, by voluntary birth control!

There is no necessity upon my hypothesis for a reduc-
°n in tiie number of rabbits shot to cause a fall in the

fility of rabbits. The innumerable checks and balances
Provided by Nature do not react successfully to every
o normal combination of conditions, as the extermination

. Countless species shows, and, the reaction between
'rth-rate and death-rate is usually indirect. Thus | was
( .G< before the National Birth-Rate Commission if sue-
Pim "' surKtil' operations affect the birth-rate. | re-
~e<: “ No; but the social conditions which produce a
ﬁghly developed surgical science will powerfully affect
¢ f.bas been conclusively proved that the favourable
.. F'nns of captivity reduce the fertility of wild
i mals  and the effect is greater the more completely

cy are protected from the hard conditions to which

urc subjected under Nature. But these fact -
f err finds it convenient to ignore. Readers Intere.
11 this question, by the way, would do well O study
"V views at first hand, and not accept second hand state-
m?ts distorted In' prejudice. ,

What are the facts in regard to human fertility ? h%y
arc that human fertility falls immediately whenever the
death-rate begins to fall. Does Mr. Kerr seriously sug-
prt as the explanation of this coincidence that the popu-
lut,ons concerned carefully study the quarterly returns
?' vital statistics, and that when they detect a decline
,n Jhe death-rate a suitable proportion immediately take
10 UI? use of contraceptives? Were | to copy his amiable
crrninology | should he justified in characterizing such

view as <>childish.” Not unconscious of this birth
°ntrollers have fallen back upon the almost equally
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naive contention that the fall in the birth-rate produces
the fall in the death-rate. To this the reply is that any
reduction in the death-rate so caused would be but a
trifling factor, and that there is not a single instance
in our modern history in which a falling death-rate is
not directly traceable to improved hygienic conditions.
Thus when Dr. Halford Ross, by drastic hygienic mea-
sures, brought about a big fall in the death-rate of the
Suez Canal zone there was an immediate corresponding
fall in the birth-rate without .any help from contracep-
tives. Birth controllers may be safely challenged to pro-
duce a single instance of the reduction of birth-rate and
death-rate without the aid of improved hygienic con-
ditions. So long as insanitary conditions prevail a
swarm of such diseases as smallpox and typhoid will
prevail, and birth control is entirely powerless under
such conditions to affect either death-rate or birth-rate—
as Mr. Kerr well knows.

The contention that the existence of two birth control
clinics in London for the past three years would have
been accepted as adequate proof by Galileo, Newton,
and Darwin is little less than a libel upon those eminent
men. Would they have accepted the existence of two
birth control clinics to-day as proof that the fall of the
birth-rate in France at the end of the eighteenth cen-
tury, without any contraceptive propaganda and without
the aid of any reliable contraceptives, was due to birth
control ? These men were never known to enter into
a tacit conspiracy to ignore all the most significant facts
relating to a scientific question or to make dogmatic
assertions unsupported by a single trustworthy piece of
evidence. Let Mr. Kerr quote, if he can, a single statis-
tical return from his clinics adequately analyzed and
showing that they have had the effect of reducing the
average fertility of their clients below the average of
those who use no contraceptives. As the average family
of those who use no contraceptives only numbers two
or three the coincidence between taking to contracep-
tives and the cessation of child-bearing* is inevitable in a
large proportion of cases. But Mr. Kerr omits to mention
the equally large proportion of cases where the use of
contraceptives has been followed by conception, though
1 can supply him with abundant illustrations from birth
control literature. The overwhelming majority of people
who use these devices take no expert advice, and they
are often imposed upon by the merest fakes. Yet they
are satisfied on the whole because child-bearing ceases,
as a rule, after one or two failures, and their families
adjust themselves to the same average as that of those
who leave contraceptives alone. And this result is then
attributed to contraception by those who should know
better, without the slightest attempt at critical analysis,
merely because their preconceived ideas and prejudices
arc involved. When invoking the shades of Darwin
and the rest Mr. Kerr would do well to remember that
he challenged me some months ago with an ostentations
display of evidence and much lip-service to fact as op-
posed to authority, and that he has now been completely
refuted upon every point, has failed to produce a single
fact which will bear examination, and has been com-
pelled to fall back upon the most unblushing dogmatism
and appeals to authority.

Charies Edward Peu«

A CORRECTION.
Sir,—In my article on “ Chemical Energy” in your
issue of August 31, page 555, second column, the first
paragraph should read as follows :—

The yawning gulf that separates a sandbank from the
Wembley Exhibition is but a trifling difference in com-
parison with that between ail earth without its atomic
elements and our present world. Now when everyone of
the elements on this globe had found its affinity and slept
in peaceful wedlock, the earth was chemically a bankrupt,
for it had parted with all its free atomic energy save
that represented by our atmospheric oxygen which ob-
viously is only a surplus over its correlates. Had hydro-
gen been in excess our seas would be a trifle fuller but
life and combustion, as we know them, would not be
phenomena on this earth. The other element, nitrogen,
which forms the major part of our atmosphere, is un-
wedded simply on account of its weak affinity, as is evi-
dent from the great instability of most of its compounds,

Kbudon,
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National Secular Society.

Report of E xecutive Meeting iiei.d on August 28

The President, Mr. C. Cohen, in the chair. Also pre-
sent : Messrs. Corrigan, Moss, Quinton, Rosetti and
Samuels; Mrs. Quinton, Miss Kough and the Secretary.

Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.

The monthly cash statement was submitted and
adopted.

New members were received for Finsbury Park, Hull,
Newcastle, South London and the Parent Society. All
conditions having been complied with, permission was
granted for the formation of a Branch at Blackburn.

A satisfactory report of Mr. Whitehead’s mission was
received and requests for a return visit were made by
Blackburn, Bolton, Nelson, Hull and Finsbury Park,
but having regard to the fact that all dates were filled
to the end of September and in consequence of the finan-
cial position and the lateness of the season for outdoor
work after that date, these were deferred for further
consideration.

Winter propaganda was discussed, and it was decided
to make enquiries re Stratford Town Hall and possible
halls in North London.

An invitaton from the Ahmadia Community of London
to their forthcoming Conference of Religious Organiza-
tons was received, and the Secretary instructed to reply
that a representative speaker of their Society would be
willing to attend.

The meeting then adjourned.

E. M. Vance, General Secretary.

Milton for Freethinkers.

Few men have done, or may do, more for the cause of
Freethought than the zealous Puritan, John Milton; for
he embalmed in permanent literary form the great myth-
ology of Christianity, crystalized in two magnificent epics
the spectacular, fantastic, and momentous cosmology of
his day.

Faradise Lost and Paradise Regained stand side by
side with the Illiad, the Odyssey, the JEneid and the
Divine Comedy. And a comparative study of these, the
world’s great epic poems, can hardly fail to impress upon
the mind of the reflective reader the idea that while they
are much alike in grandeur, in breadth of concept, and
in aesthetic excellence, they are much alike also in a blind
credulity in current superstitions, in an uncritical ex-
position of a traditional outlook, and in a naive acceptance
of fabulous chimeras.

This dawns upon the mind of the littérateur as a gentle
extending of sympathy, a broadening catholicity of taste,
and a calm deepening of understanding, with little offence
to whatever refined and cultured susceptibilities may be
his. And men love to be thus enchanted and lured by
truth; but will not be driven to it.

Thus Paradise Lost and Paradise Regained, once
citadels of the Christian faith, become strong strategic
posts for the astute Freethinker. Great is the metamor-
phosis time has efTected on the literary and philosophic
significance of Milton’s great Christian epics. To Free-
thinkers | say : Read them! Popularize them! To
admire and appreciate their fine poetic qualities is to
show an admirable breadth of mind; and to stress their
historical and philosophical significance is to exercise a
judicious acumen. Oswyn J. Boueton.

Science is the real saviour, because it helps 1Is to know
ourselves and our world. By its help humanity, dust-
begrimed and darkened, shall become radiant. Under its
benign reign race and religious castes and class prejudices
shall vanish. To a world torn and bleeding with religious
wrangles, and worn to the bone by barren speculation about
gods, ghosts, and the hereafter, science brings the olive-
branch of peace. Knowledge, translated with love, rever-
ence, justice, beauty, shall only change the world’s night
into day.—M. Mangasarian.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on
Tuesday and be marked “ Lecture Notice ” if not sent on
post card.

LONDON.
Indoor.

Metropoeitan Secular Society.—The Discussion Circle
meets every Thursday, at 8, at the “ Lawrie Arms,” Crawford
Place, Edgware Road, W.

South Place Ethical Society (South Place, Moorgate,
E.C.2) : ix, John A. Hobson, M.A., “ Eve’s Crime.”

Outdoor.

Bethnal Green Branch N.S.S. (Victoria Park, near the
Fountain) : 6.15, Mr. E. Burke, a Lecture.

Finsbury Park Branch N.S.S. (Highbury Comer, Isling-
ton) : Every Friday at 8 p.m., Mr. F. P. Corrigan, a Lecture.

Finsbury Park.—ii.l15, a Lecture.

Metropolitan Secular Society.—Freethought lectures and
debates every evening in Hyde Park. Speakers : Messrs.
Baker, Beale, Hyatt, Harris, Hart, Keeling, Knubley, Saphin,
Shaller, Dr. Stuart, M.A., Mr. Vincent, B.A., B.Sc., and
Mr. Howell Smith.

North London Branch N.S.S. (Regent’s Park, near the
Fountain) : 6, Mr. J. J. Darby, a Lecture.

South London Branch N.S.S. (Brockwell Park) : 3.30 and
6.30, Mr. F. P. Corrigan will lecture.

WEST Ham Branch N.S.S.—Excursion to Upminster. Train :
10 am. from Plaistow, calling at all stations; return fare
is. 6d. Bring lunch; tea will be arranged.

COUNTRY,
Indoor.

Bolton Secular Society (Socialist Club, 16 Wood Street) :

2.15, Mr. Arthur Crane, “ The Illusion of Progress.”
Qutdoor.

Newcastle Branch N.S.S. (Town Moor, near North Road
entrance) : 7, Mr. F. Carlton, a Lecture.

Mr. G. Whitehead’s Mission.—September 7, Hull, 11, near
the Pier; 7, New Cross Street or Grainger Street; Rest of the
week, 7.30, New Cross Street or Grainger Street; September
13 and 20, Swansea.

TALIJAH FLYING in a chariot of fire is hot stuff,
-L/ undoubtedly, but the cool, calm conclusion of scores
upon scores of your fellow-Freethinkers is that we accompli”l
with ease something that may look to you as difficult as the
Elijah stunt. We can fit you perfectly by post. We guarantee
to do so. We go further still—we send you indisputable
proofs along with our samples, whether you have asked f°r
such proofs or not. A postcard will fetch the lot, if you wifi
just say which of the following you would like us to send :
Gents’ AA to H Book, suits from 54s.; Gents’ | to N Book,
suits from 99s.; or our Ladies’ Costume and Fashion Book,
costumes from 44s., frocks from 36s.—Macconnell & MaBe<
New_ .Street, Bakewell, Derbyshire.

Four Great FreethinKers.

GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE, by JoskPn McCabe. TR
Life and Work of one of the Pioneers of the Secular a'l®
Co-operative movements in Great Britain. With f°R
plates. In Paper Covers, 2s. (postage 2d.). Clot
Bound, 3s. 6d. (postage 2>id.).

CHARLES BRADLAUGH, by The Right llon.J. M. Rober-
son. An Authoritative Life of one of the greate-"
Reformers of the Nineteenth Century, and the only oi[
now obtainable. With four portraits. Cloth Bouh »
3s. 6d. (postage 2'/d.).

VOLTAIRE, by The Right llon. J. M. Robertson. "
Paper Covers, 2s. (postage 2d.). Cloth Bound, 38
(postage ajid.).

ROBERT G. INGERSOLL, by C. T. Gorham. A
graphical Sketch of America’s greatest Freetboug”
Advocate. With four plates. In Paper Covers,

(postage 2d.) Cloth Bound, 3s. 6d. (postage 2/>d-r

A FIGHT FOR RIGHT.

A Verbatim Report of the Decision in the House O? Lo
in re Bowman and Others v. The Secular Society, L*®

With Introduction by Chapman Cohkn.
(Issued by the Secular Society, Limited.)

Price 6d., postage id.

T he Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C-4-
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national secular society
President:
CHAPMAN COHEN.

Secretary:
Miss E. M. Vance, 62 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4.

Principles and Objects.

Secularism teaches that conduct should be based on
reason and knowledge. It knows nothing of divine
guidance or interference; it excludes supernatural hopes
and fears; it regards happiness as man’s proper aim, and
utility as his moral guide.

Secularism affirms that Progress is only possible
through Liberty, which is at once a right and a duty;
and therefore seeks to remove every barrier to the fullest
equal freedom of thought, action, and speech.

Secularism declares that theology is condemned by
reason as superstitious, and by experience as mischievous,
and assails it as the historic enemy of Progress.

Secularism accordingly seeks to dispel superstition; to
spread education; to disestablish religion; to rationalize
morality; to promote peace; to dignify labour; to extend
material well-being; and to realize the self-government of
the people.

The Funds of the National Secular Society are legally
secured by Trust Deed. The trustees are the President,
Treasurer and Secretary of the Society, with two others
aPpointed by the Executive. There is thus the fullest
Possible guarantee for the proper expenditure of whatever
funds the Society has at its disposal.

The following is a quite sufficient form for anyone who
desires to benefit the Society by legacy :(—

I hereby give and bequeath (Here Insert particulars of
legacy), free of all death duties, to the Trustees of the
National Secular Society for all or any of the purposes
°f the Trust Deed of the said Society.

Membership.
Any person is eligible as a member on signing the
ollowing declaration :—

| desire to join the National Secular Society, and |
Pledge myself, if admitted as a member, to co-operate in
promoting its objects.

Name,
Address.....
Occupation

Dated this......... day of..oooiiiiii e 19....
J J * declaration should be transmitted to the Secretary
pl subscription.
e “e—Beyond a minimum of Two Shillings per year,

to 1= ,nember is left to fix his own subscription according
"s means and interest in the cause.

BOOK BARGAINS

~NORMAL PSYCHOLOGY, by ISador H. CoriaT. Pul
hshed at 10s. 6d. Price 4> 6d>PostaSe &4*

B°DY AND WILL, by Henry MaUDSLBY, M.D. Publislic
at ms. price 4s. 6d., postage 6d.

ThR NON-RELIGION OF THE FUTURE, by Maria Jka
Guyau. Price 6s., postage gd.

rill'r ETIHIC OF FREETHOUGHT, by Karl
**.S. Price 5s. 6d., postage 6d.

* Cf-NDID EXAMINATION OF THEISM, by “ PuySICUS
fG. J. Romanes). Price 3s. 6d., postage 4d.

NE! -
E Eoétl;lg[g Fsé/.OLUTION, by F. W. Headley. Price 4s- 6d

PearSoj

~Nf'fR SOCIALISM AND THE DAWN OP INDIVIDUAL
M, by Dudley Kidd. Price 3s., postage 6d.

Tue Pioneer Press, 6i Farringdon Street, E.C.4.
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PIONEER PRESS PUBLICATIONS

A GRAMMAR OF FREETHOUGHT.

By Chapman Cohen.
(Issued by the Secular Society, Limited.)

Contents : Chapter I.—Outgrowing the Gods. Chapter H.—
Life and Mind. Chapter HI.—What is Freethought?
Chapter 1V.—Rebellion and Reform. Chapter V.—The
Struggle for the Child. Chapter VI.—The Nature of Religion.
Chapter VI1.—The Utility of Religion. Chapter VII1.—Free-
thought and God. Chapter IX.—Freethought and Death.
Chapter X.—This World and the Next. Chapter XI.—Evolu-
tion. Chapter XIl.—Darwinism and Design. Chapter XI111.—
Ancient and Modem. Chapter XIV.—Mprality without
God.—I. Chapter XV.—Morality without God.—Il. Chapter
XVI.—Christianity and Morality. Chapter XVIIl.—Religion
and Persecution. Chapter XVIIl.—What is to follow
Religion ?

Cloth Bound, with tasteful Cover Design.
postage 3/d.

Price 5s.,

COMMUNISM AND CHRISTIANISM.

By Bishop W. Montgomery Brown, D.D.

A book that is quite outspoken in its attack on Christianity
and on fundamental religious ideas. It is an unsparing
criticism of Christianity from the point of view of Darwinism,
and of Sociology from the point of view of Marxism. 204 pp.

Price is., post free.
Special terms for quantities.

The Egyptian Origin of Christianity.

THE HISTORICAL JESUS AND MYTHICAL
CHRIST.

By Gerald Massey.

A Demonstration of the Egyptian Origin of the Christian
Myth. Should be in the hands of every Freethinker. With
Introduction by Chapman Cohen.

Price 6d., postage id.

A Book with a Bite.

BIBLE ROMANCES
(FOURTH EDITION.)

By G. W. Foote.

A Drastic Criticism of the Old and New Testament Narrative*,
full of Wit, Wisdom, and Learning. Contains some of the
best and wittiest of the work of G. W. Foote.

In Cloth, 224 pp. Price 2s. 6d., postage 3d.

MODERN MATERIALISM.
A Candid Examination.
By Walter Mann.

(Issued by the Secular Society, Limited.)

Contents : Chapter |.—Modern Materialism. Chapter 11.—
Darwinian Evolution. Chapter I11.—Auguste Comte and
Positivism. Chapter IV.—Herbert Spencer and the Synthetic
Philosophy. Chapter V.—The Contribution of Kant. Chapter
VI.—Huxley, Tyndall, and Clifford open the Campaign.
Chapter VIlI.—Buechner's “ Force and Matter.” Chapter
VIII.—Atoms and the Ether. Chapter 1X.—The Origin of
Life. Chapter X.—Atheism and Agnosticism. Chapter XI.—
The French Revolution and the Great War. Chapter XI1.—
The Advance of Materialism.

A careful and exhaustive examination of the meaning of
Materialism and its present standing, together with it*
hearing on various aspects of life. A much-needed work.

176 pages. Price is. 6d., in neat Paper Cover, postage
2d.; or strongly bound in Cloth 2s. 6d., postage 3d.

CHRISTIANITY AND CIVILIZATION.

A Chapter from
The History of the Intellectual Development of Europe.

By John William Draper, M.D., LL.D.
Price 2d., postage J4d.
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PIONEER PRESS PUBLICATIONS.— Continued.
Spiritualism and a Future Life.

THE OTHER SIDE OF DEATH.

A Critical Examination of the Beliefs in a Future Life,
with a Study of Spiritualism, from the Standpoint of
the New Psychology.

By Chapman Cohen.

This is an attempt to re-interpret the fact of death with its
associated feelings in terms of a scientific sociology and
psychology. It studies Spiritualism from the point of view
of the latest psychology, and offers a scientific and naturalistic
explanation of its fundamental phenomena.

Paper Covers, 2s., postage Cloth Bound,

3s. 6d., postage 2d.

A Book that Made History.

THE RUINS:
A SURVEY OF THE REVOLUTIONS OF EMPIRES
To which is added THE LAW OF NATURE.

By C. F. Volney.

A New Edition, being a Revised Translation with Introduction
by Georgs Underwood, Portrait, Astronomical Charts, and
Artistic Cover Design by H. Cuiner.

Price 5s., postage 3d.

This is a Work that all Reformers should read. Its influence

on the history of Freethought has been profound, and at the

distance of more than a century its philosophy must command

the admiration of all serious students of human history. This

is an Unabridged Edition of one of the greatest of Freethought

Classics with all the original notes. No better edition has
been issued.

THE BIBLE HANDBOOK.
For Freethinkers and Enquiring Christians.

By G. W. Foote and W. P. Ball.

NEW EDITION.
(Issued by the Secular Society, Limited.)

Contents : Part |.—Bible Contradictions. Part |l.—Bible

Absurdities.  Part I11.—Bible Atrocities. Part 1V.—Bible

Immoralities, Indecencies, Obscenities, Broken Promises, and
Unfulfilled Prophecies.

Cloth Bound. Price 2s. 6d., postage

One of the most useful books ever published.
Freethinkers answering Christians.

Invaluable to

REALISTIC APHORISMS AND PURPLE
PATCHES.

Collected by Arthur Fallows, M.A.

Those who enjoy brief pithy sayings, conveying in a few
lines what so often takes pages to tell, will appreciate the
issue of a book of this character. It gives the essence of
what virile thinkers of many ages have to say on life, while
avoiding sugary commonplaces and stale platitudes. There is
material for an essay on every page, and a thought-provoker
in every paragraph. Those who are op the look out for a
suitable gift-book that is a little out of the ordinary will find
here what they are seeking.

320 pp., Cloth Gilt, 5s., by post 5s. 5d.; Paper Covers,
3s. 6d., by post 3s. io™d-

ESSAYS IN FREETIHINKING"

By Chapman Cohen.

Contents : Psychology and Saffron Tea—Christianity and the
Survival of the Fittest—A Bible Barbarity—Shakespeare and
the Jew—A Case of Libel—Monism and Religion—Spiritual
Vision—Our Early Ancestor—Professor Huxley and the Bible
—Huxley’'s Nemesis—Praying for Rain—A Famous Witch
Trial—Christmas Trees and Tree Gods—God’s Children—The
Appeal to God—An Old Story—Religion and Labour—Disease
and Religion — Seeing the Past — Is Religion of Use ?— On
Compromise — Hymns for Infants — Religion and the Young.

Cloth Gilt, 2S. 6d., postage 2j~d.
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A Valuable
THE

MARTYRDOM OF MAN

By WINWOOD READE

One of the most Interesting and Suggestive

Sketches of Civilization ever written. Those

who have read it will take the present oppor-

tunity of renewing their acquaintance with

Reade’s masterpiece. Those who have not

yet made its acquaintance should do so with-
out delay.

Price 2s. 6d., postage 3d.

Reprint.

Cloth Bound, 450 pp.

The Repeal of the Blasphemy

Laws

A Verbatim Report of the Speeches by Mr. Cohen,
the Rev. Dr. Walsh, and Mr. Silas Hocking, with
the Homo Secretary’s Reply.

(Issued by the Society for the Abolition of the Blasphemy
Laws.)

PRICE ONE PENNY, by post three-halfpence.
Should be widely distributed by Freethinkers.

A Freetliought Classic at less than Half Price.

History of the Conflict between
Religion and Science
By J W. DRAPER, MD, LLD.

(Author of "History of the Intellectual Development of
Europe,” etc.)

This is an exact reprint of Dr. Draper’s world famous work-
It is not a remainder, hut an exact reprint of the work which
is at present being sold by the publishers as one of the well
known International Scientific Series at 7s. 6d. By special
arrangements with the holders of the copyright the Secular
Society, Limited, is able to offer the work at 3s. 6d., just
under half the usual price. The book is printed in bold type,
on good paper, and neatly bound in cloth. No other publisher
in London would issue a work of this size and quality at the
price.

There is no need to-day to praise the History of the Con-
flict Between Religion and Science. It is known all over tb*
world, it has been translated in many languages, and >J
authority is unquestioned. It has had a wonderful influence
on the development of liberal opinion since the day of k®
publication, and is emphatically a work that no Freethinker
should be without and which all should read. We should lik*
to see a copy in the hands of every reader of this paper, ana
of every young man or woman who is beginning to take a®
interest in the history of intellectual development.

(Issued by the Secular Society, Limited.)
400 pages, Cloth Bound, 3s. 6d., postage 4jd’

WHAT IS IT WORTH ? A Study of Hie Bible

By Colonel R G. INGERSOLL

(Issued by the Secular Society, Limited.)

This essay has never before appeared in pamphlet form, a
is likely to rank with the world-famous Mistakes of ~°5 j
It is a Bible handbook in miniature, and should be circula
by the tens of thousands.

Special Terms for Quantities.
Orders of 24 copies and upwards sent post free.

PRICE ONE PENNY
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