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Views and Opinions.
The Condescending C hristian .

 ̂ have before remarked that the Christian in his 
catment of the Freethinker passes through three dis- 

1 ct stages. In the first instance he depicts the 
tTt«c as someone almost incredibly vile. There is a 
0(1 reason for this, since in order to justify his sup- 
tssion, he must be loaded with moral opprobium and 
e social censure used to enforce the religious coll­

ie Nation. So to the orthodox imagination unbelief 
ponies a mere cloak to cover incredible scoundrelism. 

catalogue of vices is drawn up of which the Free- 
'Hker ought to be guilty, and the heretic of religious 

chon is made to live up to the programme. The next 
,,‘Te is when the Freethinker is better known, and the 
 ̂ lr>stian assumes a pitying attitude. The heretic may 
0 a decent sort of a fellow, although he is terribly 

S ta k en  in his views, but— and the “  but ”  is 
, together fatal. Then, as Freethinkers become better 

hown, he is promoted to almost the level of the Chris- 
11 himself. Sometimes we are told that he may be 

to as a Christian, a degree of excellence which 
a visitor from another planet would hardly appear

0 mark an incredible degree of moral development, 
these three stages I much prefer the first. I would 

tier be slandered than snivelled over at any time, 
to be told that one is as good as a Christian, or is 

j j-hristian without knowing it, is to insult one in a 
. I't'ke sort, of a way that is annoying without its 

Ulg one a plain chance of resenting the impertin- 
e- Personally, I have no desire to be mistaken for 

. “ ristian, and I hope never to so act as to give 
‘asonable ground for the imputation.

Th * * *
‘e S u m  an A th eist.

hat has been said has been suggested by a para- 
f ¡1 which occurs in a review of Revelations of a 

’orary Life, by David Cuthbertson, sub-librarian of 
stolnW h  University. The author tells the following 
dr ry Professor Drummond. Said Drummond, ad- 
^  a class, “  I knew a student in Edinburgh, an 
fro ^heist. He lodged with a man who came 
y0u a S00d home, but contracted typhus. What do 
t0 l nr,h the Atheist did ? He neglected his classes 

Uirse his chum, who after a severe struggle, re­

covered. What of the nurse? He contracted the 
disease and died. That Atheist died and went to 
heaven and received the ‘ well done, thou good and 
faithful servant.’ ”  I have no doubt the author of the 
book regards this as a fine testimony to the liberal 
character of Drummond’s mind, and it may be that 
Drummond intended the story to be a lesson in 
liberalism to his students. Nor do I, in commenting 
on it, mean to imply that this is quite a common sort 
of thing for an Atehist to do, and is in some way 
characteristic of Atheists. To imply this would be 
only to act as the Christian acts— with the same nar­
rowness of view and the same mental impertinence. 
The right moral for Drummond to have drawn from 
this act would have been that human nature is at its 
best greater and better than all the theologies, and the 
finer virtues have nothing whatever to do with our 
religious beliefs. But it will be observed that this is 
clearly not the moral drawn. The “  well done, thou 
good and faithful servant,”  with the promise of en­
trance into the Christian heaven proves it. Drum­
mond’s moral was the old one, the Atheist might be 
as good as the Christian, he could not be better. And 
the greatest reward the Christian can think of, even 
in the next world, is that the Atheist will find 
himself on a level with the Christian. If there is a 
next world, I for one, hope that will not be the case. 
I should raise no objection to Christians having a 
heaven all to themselves. They deserve it.

* * *
Show in g T h eir  H and.

There is nothing at all startling in Drummond’s 
story— to an Atheist. I could parallel it with an ex­
perience of my own, that of a personal friend, a young 
and rising medical man who contracted typhoid 
through more than professional devotion to some of his 
poorer patients, and who died telling the nurse that 
if there were a God there would be some pretty plain 
speaking when they met. What is interesting is the 
psychology of Drummond’s story. There would be no 
point in it unless it were believed that the Atheist had 
less humanity about him than has the Christian. And 
the only foundation for that belief is the wholesale 
ljung and slandering by perfectly good Christians 
about those who do not believe their doctrines. That 
can be the only reason why Drummond thought it 
worth while pointing out that an Atheist did what 
hundreds, probably thousands, of people are doing 
every week in some form or another. Of course, in the 
majority of cases it is not advertised. Men and women 
help each other, nurse each other, take risks for each 
other, and sometimes pay the full cost of the risks they 
run. It is only advertised when it happens to be done 
in the name of Christ, while the larger number of cases 
are known only to an immediate circle of friends. 
Clearly, if Christians had lied less about their op­
ponents, if they had slandered them less, if they had 
been brought up with a healthier appreciation of the 
qualities and capabilities of normal human nature, 
Professor Drummond would not have needed to inform 
his class that an Atheist might be a decent human 
being. The story was doubtless intended as a compli-
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mcnt to some Atheists. It is actually an indictment of 
Christians and Christianity.

*  *  #

T h e H u m an ity  o f A theism .
I am not at all concerned in trying to prove that 

Atheists are in some mysterious way made of superior 
stuff to that of which Christians are composed. To 
argue thus is to repeat the stupidity of Christians with 
a variation of terms. With many of us it is a case of 
“  There but for the grace of God go I .”  Most of us 
can trace in our experience little things, educational, 
social, often accidental, which lifted us out of the 
Christian rut and put us on a better path. What I am 
arguing against is that detestably unhealthy habit of 
labelling merely human virtues as though they were 
peculiarly a product of Christianity or of Christian 
influence, and what I am arguing for is a recognition 
of the healthy truth that morality is a social product. 
The author from whom I have taken the Drummond 
anecdote tells the story as illustrating the latter’s 
liberality of mind. But it is quite clear that had his 
hearers really understood the nature of morality, had 
they been taught that morality springs from, and has 
sole regard to the social relationships, there would 
have been no point in the story and no need for its 
telling. The Atheist does not need an anecdote to in­
form him that a Christian may act in a human manner. 
He knows that human nature, like murder, will out, 
and the moral promptings which are the expressions of 
so many thousands of generations of associated life 
cannot be prevented expressing themselves by the most 
anti-social religious teachings. The Atheist, in fact, 
outdoes the Christian in breadth of morals as lie does 
in intellectual view. His philosophy embraces and 
explains the Christian, the Christian can neither under­
stand nor explain the Atheist. We understand him 
because most of us have been where he is. He has 
never been where we are, and he faces us like a man 
on crutches marvelling at the insecurity of balance of 
one who has only two legs on which to depend.

* * *

religion and morality is established, to the confusion 
of morals in theory, and to its injury in practice. The 
true lesson of evolution is that just as man has got rid 
of the rule of the gods in the world of physical forces, 
so he must get rid of them in the world of ideas and 
of moral activity. The laws of morality are as inherent 
in social life as the laws of physics are in the world of 
atoms and forces. In the recognition of this truth lies 
the end of all religions. CHAPMAN COHEN.

“ The Resurrection as the 
Evolution of Man.”

Such is the title of a most remarkable sermon preached 
before the University of Cambridge on Sunday) 
May 6, by the Rev. J. H. Skrine, D.D., and published 
in the Guardian of May 11. Dr. Skrine was vicar 
of St. Peter-in-the-East, Oxford, and well-known 
through his writings and sermons, particularly by *llS 
contributions to the correspondence columns of die 
Guardian. Unfortunately the reverend gentle®311 
died a few days after the delivery of his last serffloj1' 
having expressed a wish that it should be published in 
the Guardian. There is much in this discourse tbat 
is perfectly true and beautifully said. For exa®Plc’ 
it rejects the common theological notion that di£ 
Resurrection of Christ was a miracle, “  an even 
without a cause in anything under heaven, an irrllP' 
tion of the Divine on the course of human history- 
Dr. Skrine says : —

It (the Resurrection) has been called by Christ*311 
apologists the supreme miracle which makes irr . 
vant the sceptist’s criticism of lesser miracles. V* 
conception, I will urge, must be exchanged for ’ . 
opposite. So far from a contradiction of Nature, t*** 
rising from the dead is Nature’s fulfilment, is  ̂
world-process consummated, the world-secret ntte® 
at length aloud, the riddle of the painful earth sobe 
at last.

T h e E v o lu tio n  o f M aterialism .
Those who are interested in dead books will re­

member that Professor Henry Drummond was the 
author of Natural Law in the Spiritual World. The 
book made a stir among religionists when it first ap­
peared because it pretended to apply the concept of 
evolution to religion and morals, and claimed to effect 
the same reconciliation between religion and evolution 
that Bishop Butler did with natural and revealed 
religion. For a time what are called in the religious 
world— with unconscious sarcasm— advanced thinkers 
seized on the book, lectured on it, wrote on it as though 
the age-long warfare between religion and science 
were at an end. In a very few years the book went 
the way of numerous other religious defences, and the 
pious found the enemy steadily gaining ground. Now 
one of Professor Drummond’s discoveries was that re­
ligion was a product of evolution, and that the evolu­
tionary process itself was a designed preparation for 
the creation of religion. This was, of course, a mis­
understanding of the whole position. Of course, 
religion is a product of evolution, but so is everything 
else, good, bad, and indifferent. One of the funda­
mental lessons of evolution is precisely that which 
neither Drummond nor his temporary supporters saw. 
Thus it is that religion itself is only a stage in the 
mental evolution of mankind. Of necessity man’s early 
conception of the play of the natural forces is cast 
into a supernaturalistic form. And to this rule morals 
form no exception. Deeply rooted though morality 
may be in the affective life it is in early application 
coloured by what man conceives to be the will of the 
gods. In this way the historic association between

vasWhatever else he may have been, Dr. Skrine 
thorough-going evolutionist. To ascertain whether 
not his conception of evolution is scientifically S®1 
is the object of the present article. As a result 0 
most careful examination of the sermon as a whole  ̂
arc bound to pronounce its conception of evolution1 * 
thorough-going as to be wholly unscientific. I*1  ̂
word, natural evolution, which is whole-heartedlj’ 1  ̂
cognized, is used simply as a peg upon which to l,ill.1jj 
a peculiar theory of supernatural evolution. The 1 n 
course starts with life which is admitted to

or

be

struggle of the organism to win harmony with its 
viromnent, but which is claimed to be something ®'

efi'
0®’
aiid

namely, “  the mutual adaptation of the creature ‘ 
the creative power, the interchange of selfhood bet" ' 
them, the interpenetration of part and whole, 01 
unit and the universe.”  The sermon proceeds tin® • ^

If life is this, wliat is the picture of the w0l!l'jjfe 
Nature and human nature which this category 0 . ff 
unrolls before us? We see a'universe endeavor* . 
to live, to live unto God, to unite itself with the 
reality by that mode of union which is the vita gJ1 
ness, the mutual creation of life between two. J jc 
on the level below organic life, that of the ®e_c ôCa] 
universe, the principle of existence is this recip oj 
self-donation; it is by the interchange of the 101 mps 
attraction and of light-reflection that in Words**’0 
phrase, “  the most ancient heavens are fre*11 jicrb 
strong.”  On the level of organic existence, tl,e ^  
and tree exist by absorbing one element of the 3 re. 
phere and breathing out another; the aninia g0jl. 
ciprocating the stimuli of air, moisture, a® . j0jij 
Man as animal by respiration, circulation, dig 
and the reaction of tissue to heat and cold.
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Thus far we have had a bit of science coloured and 
vitiated by theology. What we see is not a universe 
trying to live unto God, but a universe actually living 
unto itself, a universe which cannot help living, having 
no choice whatever in the matter, and without the 
remotest idea of a God unto whom to live. At this 
Point we come to theology naked and unashamed, 
whose originator for the preacher is P au l: —

But this endeavour of the universe to live unto God 
by the indwelling of the creature in the Creator is an 
endeavour which does not attain. Paul describes the 
failure : “  The whole creation groaneth and travaileth 
in all its members until now ”— travails to be de­
livered of a birth, the birth of life, of life indeed, life 
unto G od; travails but has not deliverance. Need 1 
illustrate that ? IIow infinitesimal is the circle of 
space with which the most potent creature unifies his 
being, and how brief a time does it maintain such 
union. Man, whose note is progress, whose type is 
not like the beast’s stereotyped and unexpandible; 
who began as a feeble crawler in primeval woodlands, 
then rose erect and marched to the shores of ocean; 
who yesterday made him boats to cross the sea, to-day 
has made wings to navigate air, to-morrow (who can 
say ?) may navigate the ether; man whose mind out­
strips his body and moves at large into the infinite 
numbers and measures and weighs the stars of the 
great deep— how little is the life has even'he unto God, 
with how little of the world spiritual has he identified
himself...... Thus the whole creation groaneth and
travaileth to give birth to a manhood wholly alive 
unto God, and is not delivered of that birth. Man­
kind, the roof and crown of Nature, did not attain 
to the life of oneness with God.

In that strange theology there is no room whatever 
the doctrine of the Fall, for, according to its teach- 

man is not a being who has fallen from an ideal 
state to one of utter lostness and helplessness, but a 
fo'ing who passed through all the stages of evolution 
aTl became “  the roof and crown of Nature,”  whose 
f'n consists not in his ever having had a great fall, but 
111 his incapacity to rise to a sense of complete union 
'v*th God. The truth, however, is that this idea of the 
groaning and travailing of the universe in pain until 
h°w, has no foundation in fact but only in a theological 
cfoeam which has never, and never will, become true. 
Science can discern no trace of it anywhere. It is not 
Rue to any fact in the universe at large, or to any stage 
’n the evolution of life in particular. Of a Supreme 
foing called God we know absolutely nothing, nor 

(focs Nature ever so remotely aim at or recommend a 
life of communion with such a being. In all proba- 
Mity, if it had not been for the theological bondage 
rorn which he failed to extricate himself, Dr. Skrinc 
’̂°uld have been fully as consistent an evolutionist as 

fo'r Ray Eankestcr or Professor Schafer. Unfortun- 
ately, his theological captivity necessitated his indul- 
kence in several most absurd statements. Take the 
following : —

Mankind did not attain. But a man attained. The 
man, Jesus of Nazareth, he alone of all men before 
him and after him, lived within a brief mortal span, 
a life of perfect union with that reality which he 
called, “  My Father that is in heaven.”  It was an 
existence of unreserved sacrifice, a gift of self to 
God and to his fellow-men which was absolute. When 
We speak of Christ’s work as a revealing of the 
Father by teaching and example and sinlessness of 
conduct, we are leaving the essential act of Christ 
unnamed. Sinlessness is a negative goodness, and, 
like all universal negatives, cannot be proved. Who 
could show us that JeSus never sinned ? But that he 
wholly lived unto God, this can be shown.

Here Jesus is treated as a mere man, without the 
’fihtcst hint at his deity ; and yet he is represented 

as achieving what no other man in all the world has 
GVer succeeded in doing. Of the truth of this wild 
assertipn no evidence whatever can be adduced. We

have no means of ascertaining what even his teaching 
really was. It was not taken down in shorthand, and 
there is no proof that it was written in longhand for 
many years after his death. It was simply impossible 
for anyone to offer a verbatim report of his discourses 
and conversations. His private life is not known at 
all. We must bear in mind that Dean Inge has just 
stated that the materials for a biography of Jesus “  are 
miserably scanty,”  and that “  some of these are not 
scientific history as we understand it.”  Even granting 
the historicity of the Gospel Jesus, we hold the view 
that there is nothing to show that he led an ideal life 
or possessed an absolutely perfect character.

The Gospel accounts of his crucifixion and resurrec­
tion likewise are to be taken with many grains of salt, 
for they were written many years subsequent to the 
alleged event described. If the Resurrection did occur 
it must have been a stupendous miracle, a direct viola­
tion of natural law\ And yet in this discourse its 
miraculous character is flatly denied, and it is described 
as “  the final and all revealing moment in that orderly 
process (of the world) ”  as “  the full evolution of man­
kind.” This is really the old argument so passionately 
stated in the fifteenth chapter of First Corinthians, in 
a new setting, which is a totally unscientific and im­
possible setting : —

Whither went the Christ when he had entered into 
his glory? W ill he fulfil his promise, “ Because I 
live ye shall live also ” ? Using the word “  evolu­
tion ”  as we are no longer afraid to use it in a Divine 
connection, I will say that, as the past of the Clirist- 
event was the evolution of mankind in the person of 
one man, Jesus the Christ; so the sequel of that his- ■ 
toric event is the evolution of the eternal Manhood 
of Christ in the race of his fellow-men.

From the merely theoretical point of view all that is 
intensely interesting. One wonders how the Manhood 
of Jesus Christ is “  for ever being enlarged by uniting 
to him in the union of a mutual life the souls one by 
one that react to the touch of his human personality, 
present and active everywhere, and let the Christ enter 
in and dwell in them.”  Of course this is pure meta­
physics, which no one does nor can understand, and 
the more is said about it in this sermon the more in­
comprehensible it becomes. To the people generally 
it sounds like sheer nonsense ; and the Modern Church­
men as a whole are renouncing it as mischievous 
mysticism calculated to injure the prospects of the 
Church. The plain duty of all sensible people is to 
treat the story of the Resurrection as a fairy tale, or 
an interesting legend, and devote themselves to a 
serious attempt to face and Solve the many difficult 
and intricate problems of the present life.

J. T. L l o y d .

A Woman’s Work for Freetkought.

Hail to the spirit which dared 
Trust its own thoughts, before yet 
Echoed her back by the crowd!

—Matthew Arnold on Harriet Martineau.

A P r ess  announcement that Mrs. Annie Besant is in 
indifferent health must cause a pang of regret to old 
Freethinkers who recall her many years association 
with the Freethought Movement. For fifteen stormy 
years this gifted woman was in the very forefront of 
the battle for Liberty, and her secession, a generation 
ago, was a real and unmistakable loss to the Army of 
Human Liberation. Those of 11s who remember her 
in the prime of her dazzling womanhood regarded her 
much as the fervent Royalists of France esteemed 
Marie Antoinette. She was a queen among women ; 
at a time when female speakers were uncommon on 
public platforms. Cultured to the finger-tips, she
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carried a weight of learning gracefully, and brought 
a breath of romance to the sombre background of 
propaganda.

Brought up amid the ease and luxury of a middle- 
class home, she never flinched at the stern call of duty. 
Matriculating at Eondon University, she took the 
Bachelor of Science degree, with honours. Her know­
ledge of foreign languages was turned to capital 
account, and she translated Soury’s Religion of Israel 
and Jesus and the Gospels, and Buchner’s works. She 
also wrote a volume of the admirable Freethinker’s 
Text Book. As a debater and orator she had no serious 
rival of her own sex, and some of the later belauded 
women speakers on the temperance and other plat­
forms seemed timid and commonplace in comparison.

Thrust into leadership by her rare talents, she was 
forced into journalism by the accident of her position, 
but, even in the narrow way of propaganda, she, like 
her illustrious colleague, Charles Bradlaugh, found 
time to encourage genius. He, it will be recalled, in­
troduced that shy genius, James Thomson, the author 
of The City of Dreadful Night, to the reading public ; 
whilst she published Bernard Shaw’s novels, long 
before that most brilliant of living writers had stormed 
the bastions of success.

It is one of life’s little ironies that this militant Free- 
thought apostle should have been a clergyman’s wife. 
It was whilst she was alone in her husband’s church 
that she discovered that she had the gift of oratory. 
She had gone there to play the organ, but the whim 
seized her of mounting the pulpit and delivering an 
address to the empty benches. “  I knew of a verity,” 
she wrote afterwards, “  that the gift of speech was 
mine, and that, if ever-— and then it seemed so im­
possible !— if ever the chance came to me of public 
work, this power of melodious utterance should at 
least win hearing of any message I had to bring.”

Popularly regarded as a leader, she was in reality 
as much a disciple as any of the rank and file. She sat 
at the feet of so many teachers, such as Dr. Pusey, 
Dean Stanley, Charles Voysey, Moncure Conway, 
Thomas Scott, Charles Bradlaugh, Mdme. Blavatsky, 
the Fabians, to mention a few names that can be re­
called readily. After thus boxing the compass of 
belief, she still finds numbers of well-dressed and ap­
parently educated people who regard her as the last of 
the oracles, and who wait upon her lightest words.

What is the secret of her hold on such large numbers 
of people? The explanation lies, we think, in her 
bright and forceful personality, and also in her gift of 
oratorjq which is very remarkable. How vividly do 
her speeches come through the mist of the years ! 
When she was at the meridan of her splendid power 
she was easily the first among women speakers. When 
she chanted, in a voice as sweet as a silver bell, the 
Galilean’s requiem, or retold, in awed accents, the 
piteous story of Giordano Bruno, or when she pleaded 
for greater liberty in social matters for men and 
women, the audiences cheered themselves hoarse in 
their admiration of her consummate oratory. She was 
an artist, and played on her audience as a musician 
plays on an organ. At her farewell address at the old 
Hall of Science, after fifteen years battling for Free- 
thought, she made a most moving speech. Some of 
her audience actually broke down, and grey-liaired 
men were not ashamed to be seen,in tears.

She had fought a good fight. During those fifteen 
stormy years she had suffered much for Freethought. 
Sticks were broken across her ; lime was thrown at 
her ; the foulest words in the language were used 
against her. She was even declared to be unfit to have 
the care of her own child. Most men would rather 
have given up altogether than have endured this 
treatment, if they had to break stones for a living. 
Here was a cultured lady used to the refinements of a

gentlewoman, but she never flinched. The proud and 
courageous record deserves a gesture of admiration.

Since that time her golden tongue has won a hear­
ing for many causes, but the fact emerges that her 
best and most lasting work was done for militant Free- 
thought. In estimating her remarkable career, this 
part of her life looms largest, and overshadows the 
smaller interests that succeeded. Paradoxical as it 
may seem, this gifted high-priestess of a fashionable 
latter-day superstition seems fated to pass through 
life and to leave no lasting vestige save that memor­
able time when she gave fifteen years of her splendid 
maturity to the cause of Secularism. MimnermuS-

Luther in the Light of To-day-

VI.
(Continued from page 300.)

Luther on the Jews.—These “  impudent lying devils 
ought not to be allowed to praise or pray to God, since 
“ their praise, thanksgiving, prayer, and teaching ar® 
mere blasphemy and idolatry.”  The penalty for any ® 
of worship on the part of a Jew should be loss of 1“  ' 
Not only all their books, but even “ the Bible to its la® 
leaf ”  shall be taken from them. Not only are their 
synagogues to be burnt, but “  let him, who can, thr°'v 
pitch and sulphur upon them; if anyone could thro'' 
hell-fire, it were good, so that God might see our earnes 
ness, and the whole world such an example.” —Lutht 1 
cited by Karl Pearson, “  Ethic of Freethought,”  p. 217-

It is often urged, in defence of Euther’s intolerance 
and violence of language, that he was engaged m 
life and death struggle, that his enemies were seeking 
his life, and that it was no time for kid-glove warfare' 
This excuse, however, will not cover Luther’s treat 
rnent of the Jews. The Jews had done no harm t0 
Luther, they had no desire to harm him. They t°° 
no interest in the Christian squabbles ; all they deshe  ̂
was to be left in peace. They made no converts a11 
attempted no propaganda. Nor were they in a positiorj 
to harm Luther even if they had so desired. 
through the Christian ages they had with diffic11̂ ', 
preserved a precarious existence. Without a countD 
or government of their own, herded apart from l̂C 
common life of the cities and towns in their Ghetto5 
like moral lepers, forced to wear a distinctive dress-" 
the Gabardine— they lived like Damocles, under 
sword suspended by a hair ; living barely by sufferancC’ 
never knowing when that sufferance would be wu 
drawn and themselves delivered to the mercies of u 
followers of Christ for rapine, spoliation and murdef’ 
during those periodical outbreaks of fanaticism so h*5 
tinctive of the religion of love, and which continllC 
even to this day in the pogroms of northern Europe 

Luther had nothing to fear from the Jews, yet 
rages against them even more furiously, if that " e 
possible, than against the Romish Church. At h 5 
Luther had an idea of converting the Jews ; he thong  ̂
Christianity as presented in the new light of the 
formation would prove niore acceptable to the _■ 
Moreover, what a triumph it would be for LutheT ^ 
he could succeed where the older Church had

he

signally failed. Luther was of the same opinion 
the Jews as the Primitive Methodist old lady was 
the Pope ; she was convinced that the Pope was 
a Primitive Methodist because he had never  ̂
properly “  argued with.”  Luther held that the Ch1'^  
had failed because it had adopted the wrong xneth

about
aboid

not
bee»

then? 
blishe

a booklet in which he points out that the Jens 
blood-relations and kinsmen of the Saviour anc 
been especially marked out by God :

He would try reason and kindness and bring ~ 
back to the fold. So in the year 1523 Luther pub ^

Hence they must be dealt with amicably
.atyd

soberly instructed out of Holy Scripture, and not be
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scared away by pride and contempt, as had hitherto 
been the w ont; the fools, Popes, bishops and monks, 
the great dunderheads, had hitherto behaved in such 
a way that any good Christian would have preferred 
to become a Jew. Hence he exerts himself in this 
work, in a calm and friendly way to prove to the 
Jews from the Bible that their Messiah had already 
come.1

So far was lie disposed to go, the better to win over 
the Jews, that in a sermon delivered shortly after­
wards, he advised the teacher, when instructing a Jew, 
to treat of Christ as a man like other men sent by God 
to do good to mankind, and only after conversion was 
mention to be made of his Godhead.

E Luther thought that after denying for fifteen 
hundred years, in the face of the most terrible persecu­
tion to which any race has been subjected, that Jesus 
Christ was the promised Messiah, the Jews would 
suddenly abjure their religion and kneel at the foot 
°f the Cross, in response to a tract of this elementary 
character, then lie must have been of a very sanguine 
disposition. The truth is that Luther understood 
Either the pride nor the tenacity of the Jewish char­
t e r .

To Luther’s great indignation, the Jews refused to 
he converted. What was even worse, they even dared

criticize some of the renderings of Luther’s transla­
tion of the Bible, thanks to their closer acquaintance 
With the original te x t: —

As early as 1531 or 1532, when a Hebrew baptized 
at Wittenberg had brought discredit upon him by 
relapsing into Judaism, he gave vent to the angry 
threat that, should he find another pious Jew to bap­
tize, he would take him to the bridge over the Elbe, 
hang a stone round his neck, and push him over, with 
the words, “  I baptize thee in the name of Abraham ”  ; 
for “  those scoundrels,”  so he adds, “  scoff at us all 
and at our religion.”  3

From that time Luther classes all Jews along with 
Papists and Infidels : —

“  The Jews with their exegesis,”  he says, “  are like
swine that break into Scripture..... .They are quite at
liberty to prefer, as indeed they do, the law of Moses 
to the Papal decretals and their mad articles, but 
they have no right to prefer it to the pure Evangel. 
Sooner than this let us have a struggle to the death ! ”  
Such were the thoughts uppermost in his mind when 
he sat down to pen those two writings which consti­
tute a phenomenon in the history of literature.3

These two writings against the Jews are entitled 
den Jiiden und jren Lügen (published in 1542), 

fiuickly followed by his Vom “  Sehern Hamphoras ”  
'h 1543. In these works Luther thunders furiously 
against the blasphemies of the Jews. In the first- 
named work he earnestly demands that their syna­
gogues and private houses should be set on fire and 
levelled to the ground, theif books taken from them, 
their Rabbi’s forbidden to teach on pain of death ; 
further that the streets and highways be closed against 
them, that they be forbidden to practise usuary, and 
he expelled from the land unless indeed willing to earn 
their bread at the sweat of their brow with axe and 
sPade, spindle and distaff.

“  These writings,”  says Grisar, “  with their un­
measured vituperation and their obscenity, also bear 
Painful witness to the deterioration of his language 
"'ith advancing years.”  In the Von den Juden occurs 
P'c following passage : —

“  Fie on you,”  lie cries, “  fie on you wherever you 
be, you damned Jews, who dare to clasp this earnest, 
glorious, consoling Word of God to your maggoty, 
mortal, miserly belly, and are not afraid to display

Hartmann Grisar, Luther, Vol. V, p. 411.
¡bid., Vol. V, p. 413.

* ¡bid., Vol. V, p. 414.

your greed openly. That Bible only should you 
explore which lies concealed beneath the sow’s ta il; 
the letters that drop from it you are free to eat and 
drink ; that is the best Bible for prophets who trample 
under foot and rend in so swinish a manner the word 
of the Divine Majesty, which ought to be listened to 
with all respect, with trembling and with joy .”  4

This is vile enough, but Grisar gives worse extracts 
than this from the same work, which if we were to 
print would certainly provoke a prosecution for 
obscenity. For such things can be published with 
impunity in bulky works of six volumes at 12s. 6d. 
(pre-war) a volume, which would not be tolerated in 
cheap publications, the governments apparently taking 
it for granted that those who can afford to buy such 
works are so blase that they are not capable of further 
corruption. Our only object in giving the above 
sample is to reveal that which the Protestant historians 
and biographers suppress and ignore, viz., the filthy, 
bestial obscenity with which Luther assailed his 
enemies when he was fully roused.

In the other work against the Jews, Vom Scliem 
Hamphoras, Luther further elaborates the filthiness 
about the sow’s tail in a most disgusting manner, and 
continues with savage violence : —

Verily a hopeless, wicked, venomous and devilish 
thing is the existence of these Jews, who for fourteen 
hundred years have been, and still are, our pest, 
torment and misfortune. In fine, they are just 
devils and nothing more, with no feeling of humanity 
for us heathen. This they learn from their Rabbis in
those devil’s aeries which are their schools...... They
are a brood of vipers and the children of the Devil, 
and as kindly disposed to us as is the Devil Father.5

Nor were these flowers of speech confined to the 
Jews, for Luther served all his opponents alike, the 
Roman Catholics, the Anabaptists, and even the Devil 
himself ; for he tells us some of the obscene remarks 
he made to the Devil to drive him away. Evidently 
the Devil was disgusted with Luther, for Luther tells 
us that treatment never failed to drive him away.

W. M ann.
(To be Continued.)

M arch  B ain

A n angry sky, with clouds that scowl 
Shooting their icy arrows down;

Through leafless boughs the fierce winds how l;
The face of Nature wears a frown;

Though sky, and clouds, all joy disdain,
The thrush sings in the rain.

He has no books, nor man-made laws,
To guide his life from nest to grave;

For food in winter— hips and haws 
And summer does not bid him save;

He sings amidst his rhymeless plan 
Not good enough for man.

What priest shall shrive him when forlorn ?
What lawyer counsel him to act ?

What king compel him meekly fawn ?
What sophist teach him lie for fact ?

None come within his free domain 
To mar his wild refrain.

Man is a breath, a pinch of dust,
With little space to laugh and weep;

Life is a gift he holds in trust,
Unsought, but ever would it keep;

Let him forswear it or complain,—
The thrush sings in the rain.

W ii.uam  R rpton.

* Ibid., Vol. V, p. 405—Vol. IV, p. 285.
5 Ibid., Vol. IV, p. 286.
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N ation al Secular Society.

E x e c u tiv e ’s A n n u al Eeport.
B y  T h e  P r e sid e n t .

T he past year has not been one which presented condi­
tions favourable to a propaganda of the kind to which, 
this Society is committed. The country has not yet over­
come the demoralization produced by the war, and the 
prolonged and abnormally severe depression of trade, 
combined with the high costs of advertising meetings, 
etc., have maintained difficulties of the gravest kind. 
Moreover, when the need for gaining the merest neces­
sities of life is pressing upon large masses of the popu­
lation, there is a weakened inclination to pay attention 
to intellectual issues, even though these issues may 
be of paramount importance to the solving of the more 
material ones that are absorbing public attention. It is 
always difficult to get the mass of the people to attend 
to matters that do not offer the inducement of immediate 
gain even under the most promising conditions, and it 
is unusually so in the circumstances that now prevail.

What has been said must be taken as in the nature of 
an explanation of why more has not been accomplished, 
and not as a lament concerning results, or a statement 
of any lack of effort on the part of the Society as a whole. 
On the contrary the work has been well maintained all 
over the country, and in several parts there are distinct 
signs of there being something in the nature of a revival 
of interest and activity in the Cause. Commencing with 
the North we may note that the Glasgow Branch con­
tinues its flourishing career, and the larger City Hall, 
seating about 2,000 people, which has had to be taken 
for some of the special lectures, has been on each occasion 
well filled with attentive and generally appreciative 
audiences. On Tyneside little has been done in the way 
of special lecturing, but that is one of the places in which 
there are signs of growing interest, and the Executive is 
taking steps to give the work there a filip. The Leeds 
Branch has felt the effects of the general depression of 
trade, but maintains its work with gratifying results. 
Manchester continues its work with considerable success, 
although it suffers at present from a very common trouble, 
that of not being able to find a good central hall for its 
meeting place. It is to be hoped that it will soon find a 
meeting place suited to its work. Meanwhile it must be 
noted that the Branch works hard and is bringing much 
fresh blood into the movement while still retaining the 
support of its older friends and members. I11 Birmingham 
the Branch maintains its old reputation for steady and 
fruitful effort.

In Stockport the Branch has been conducting a very 
energetic propaganda in the shape of a free distribution 
of copies of the Freethinker and other literature, a form 
of propaganda which might well receive more attention 
in other parts of the country. In South Wales the ex­
cessive depression in the coal trade during the winter 
prevented as much as usual being done, but the Swansea 
Branch has continued its meetings with some amount of 
success. Farther westward the New Plymouth Branch 
has been holding some very successful meetings and is 
starting an outdoor propaganda during the summer. In 
London, apart from the usual Branch meetings few 
special meetings have been arranged owing to the 
shortage of suitable halls. A course had been arranged 
at the Stratford Town Hall, but in the end, owing to the 
claims of the Council on the hall, only one Sunday was 
available. This was taken by the President, who had the 
satisfaction of addressing one of the largest meetings yet 
held there. A course of special Sunday afternoon lectures 
at South Place Institute, the lecturers being Messrs. 
Itosetti, Whitehead, Corrigan, and the President, also 
passed off satisfactorily. It is the intention of the 
Executive to do more in London and district during the 
coming autumn and winter if the proper halls can be 
obtained.

The Executive has had before , it and very seriously 
considered the question of organizing work throughout 
the country so that it may be commenced in places where 
no propaganda is at present going forward, and assisting 
those Branches that are already at work. This matter 
involves the two-fold question of men and money. If it

is carried out as it should be, it would involve a very 
considerable expenditure, but the Executive relies upon 
the friends of the movement meeting that expenditure 
as it is incurred. But to assist the summer propaganda 
Mr. G. Whitehead has been again engaged for several 
months’ open air work during the summer and will 
lecture in various parts of the country as desired or as 
arrangements may be made. The Executive has also 
arranged with Mr. R. Atkinson for several weeks’ lectur- 
ing in Durham and Northumberland. There is in these 
two counties ample scope for the energies of at least half 
a dozen men. There are large numbers of Freethinkers 
on the spot, and the weekly or fortnightly visits of a 
lecturer for a given period may have the effect of re­
awakening the district to some of its old-time activity. 
Both these lecturers will act under the control of the 
Executive. It is to be hoped that this will be only the 
beginning of an extended and extensive campaign- 
Whether this is so or not will be determined very largely, 
by the local support given. Freethinkers all over the 
country have it within their power to see that the work 
goes ahead. The Executive cannot make bricks without 
straw, and what it can do must always be determined by 
the support given.

In this connection the Executive again draws the 
attention of its members to the fact that the administra­
tion of its funds is now governed by a legally drawn 
Trust Deed. There is now ample security for the receipt 
of bequests or gifts and also of their administration. 
The funds can be expended only in the promotion of the 
Principles and Objects of the Society, and the Trust 
Deed thus removes a difficulty that has stood for so long 
in the way of Freethinking propaganda. It is known 
that several wills have already been devised in the 
Society’s favour, and probably others may follow.

There are two points in connection with the Society’s 
work to which the Executive desires to draw the special 
attention of the Branches. The first is the necessity f°r 
cultivating a good supply of local speakers. If the 
Society’s platform is to be properly maintained it is 
highly necessary that this should be done. It is not a11 
easy task to accomplish as there are none of the prizes in 
the shape of well paid posts or public honours to hold 
out as baits, both of which other organizations may have 
to offer. Freethought makes its appeal to the very 
highest in man, it is an appeal to give rather than to 
take, and for that reason it cannot hope to get the ready 
response that may be given to some movements. The 
Freethought platform is, moreover, not an easy one to fill 
with distinction. It requires wide reading, it demands 
a high standard of character, and severe intellectual 
effort. So far as the Executive can it may be relied 
upon to do all in its power to assist local efforts to intro­
duce new speakers to our platform. That help may take 
such forms as circumstances may demand. It is met1' 
tioned here so that all may know the Executive is alive 
to this side of our movement and is prepared to give 
whatever help lies within its capacity.

The second matter to which attention is called is the 
desirability of members of the Society making whatever 
use may be made of the Press. Well written brief letters 
on Freethought matters, or brief and pertinent topical 
comments on the Churches and their creeds would often 
find entran.ee into the Press were they sent, and every 
letter means bringing Freethought before a widef 
audience, as well as calling attention to the fact that 
there is such an organization as the National Secul»r 
Society in existence. It is to be hoped that one day the 
Society will be able to establish at headquarters a)1 
official whose business it shall be to attend to this palt 
of our work which has been so long neglected.

The Executive has to announce with regret that the 
last prisoner under the infamous Blasphemy Laws,
J. W. Gott, died in the Victoria Hospital, Blackpool, Iaiit 
November, very shortly after his liberation from priso"- 
It will be remembered that the savage sentence of niuc 
months’ hard labour was inflicted by Mr. Justice AvoO 
in the face of a medical certificate to the effect that 
Gott was suffering from an incurable disease. Wl,c11 
Mr. Gott was released from prison he came to see t lC 
President, and it was clear that he was very bad indee<■ 
What could be done in the circumstances was done.

(Continued on page 330.)
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Acid Drops.
One of our Anglo-Indian readers sends us a cutting 

from the Calcutta Statesman containing tlic report of a 
ease in which a native washerwoman claimed damages on 
the ground that she had suffered defamation of character 
hy being called a Christian. The police court magistrate 
dismissed the case, but on appeal the judge ordered an 
enquiry as to whether the statement made was true. 
I here are two rather pretty points in connection with this 
ease. The js tqle sjg-pt of an English judge ordering 
an enquiry as to whether a woman had been defamed by 
beillg called a Christian. The other is, as our corres­
pondent points out, the indication of the estimation in 
which Christianity is held by the natives, when a woman 
belonging to the very lowest caste is affronted at being 
C£illcd a Christian.

Even now we do not observe any strong or organized 
protest from the clergy against the new race in arma­
ments that is going on, and which sooner or later must 
lead to war over again.

It is not true that Christianity and war are incom­
patible. That would imply they could not run together, 
whereas the fact is that they have always run together. 
There has never yet been a war that called down the 
general condemnation of the Christian Church, and, as 
we have often pointed out, it was the discouragement of 
free discussion by the Church with its forcible suppres­
sion of opinion in the sphere of religion that did more 
than anything else to encourage the idea of force as the 
ultimate fact in international relations. Religion and 
militarism have always run well together in harness. 
They appeal to the same feelings and attract and en­
courage the same mental types.

n a column entitled “  Audiences with the Pope,” pub-Hslied in the Daily News, we read what is supposed to
impressive article by Mr. Ernest .Smith. The writer

m be topical, and we are impressed. We are iin- 
•p, ,'Sed with the flunkey-like spirit of Mr. Ernest Smith, 
r, Is Writer records the meeting of the ex-Kaiser with the 
PoPe. - .....  -  ■ ...................................................
*■< 1 when William II trembled from head to foot and

°Pped— 110, not his tin hat— his brass helmet. Mr. 
Smith also had the privilege of meeting the Pope.

Ify
life

heart was as near my boots as it ever was in my 
j> ■ writes this awe-stricken man, and he kissed the
*°pc’s hand. Such a writer is fitted for his subject, fitted 
°r fbe dissemination of this kind of blither, and fitted to

on the hocus-pocus generated from ̂ the Vatican.
We read Mr. Ernest Smith we are tempted to believe 

• t}*c “  fall of man.”

Christopher Marlowe wrote that a tyrant howsoever 
had only one neck; but he saw clearly and spoke 

early and was an Atheist. After all, it would appearcl
that

arther, we shall have to begin to ask whether religion
t< °ws a man to walk on two legs— if we took Mr. Ernestminn, . . . .  0

the obvious needs stating or it would be overlooked.

’ nhh seriously.

If the Christian clergy would there is not a country in 
Europe in which they might not prove a decisive factor in 
ending war. They need only publicly and privately to dis­
sociate themselves from war and war-like preparations, 
tell their congregations quite honestly the truth about 
war, and there would soon be an end to that fictitious 
glory and cheap heroism which keeps the war-like spirit 
alive. But that might mean the loss of a deal of the 
support the clergy now get. And one can hardly expect 
them to do that.

Finally Canon Barnes falls back upon the statement 
that to abolish war we must change human nature. Ahd 
that is downright pulpit stupidity. Human nature does 
not need changing, it only needs educating, and its 
present energies directing into better and more useful 
channels. The qualities of human nature are the same 
generation after generation, but how they are to be ex­
pressed, whether in the crude warfare of the soldier, or 
in the higher and more useful fighting of the adventurer, 
the explorer, the discoverer, or the social reformer, is a 
matter of training, of education, and, of course, of innate 
capacity.

hat

Mi,

‘Jr- Ernest Smith does not tell us what happened to his 
during his interview. Did it blow off before the inter- 

°r did he sit on it? If his heart’ was in his boots,
rĵ ®tc was his head at the time? And if he can put us 
lie  ̂ 011 these important matters, we will tell him that 
aft t° be ashamed of himself to write such twaddle

er two million men have died to save the world.

a .l,r*!1g a religious procession in Brussels a motor-car 
peraentally started, dashed into the crowd, and twenty 
c. So,'s were injured. Providence is getting quite 

Pably careless.

the Fading travel bureaux are advertising ex- 
si^ 1011 trips to Lourdes, and many other Continental 
beli°eS' ^ velT  pleasant time of the year to attract 

ev’ers with more money than brains.

C l ic k in g  at the Royal Academy banquet, Viscount 
tl, ?XVâ er suggested that the Academicians should open 
r;,(]1r picture exhibition on Sundays. As the National 
th.itery and the National Portrait Gallery are open on 

day, the idea seems a good one.

^ M istian ity  and war, says Canon Ilarncs, are quite in- 
\Va d‘atible, and the union of the two during the recent 

bas done religion irreparable damage. It is a pity 
do <"ancm Barnes did not say this during the war, and 

s°ttlething to restrain the savagery that was then 
tliy ,°Ped and for which we are now paying the price in 
tpt ' e,I101'alization of social life all over Europe. But like 
Mi Vasb niaj°rity of the clergy when the war was on and

eiCr some humanizing influence was needed he was 
Uoisily engaged in preaching war or quite silent.

That is why we keep insistently to the lesson that the 
best way to end war is to paint war in its true colours. 
War will never be abolished by talk of its dangers or its 
cost. That is the chatter of cowards and of those who see 
nothing better or higher in the world than the amassing 
of money. But a generation or two that was brought up 
with the soldier kept carefully in the background, which 
was taught history free from the glamour of military 
achievement, which did not see its civic ceremonies 
decorated with highly coloured military displays, and 
which had the filth, the meanness, and the brutality of 
war placed clearly before them would face the thought 
of war in a far different spirit than it is faced at present. 
War would not be taught as a “  gallant adventure,”  but 
as a cowardly, stupid, filthy, altogether brutal business. 
And that would come near to ending it altogether.

At Glasgow, David Anderson, an Edinburgh clergy­
man’s son, was sentenced to seven years’ penal servitude 
for extensive forgeries. The value of a religious educa­
tion does not seem very clear here.

A correspondent writes in the Daily Mail : “  In
England for more than a century no one has suffered 
persecution in the name of religion.” This remark goes 
unchallenged by the editor, who is old enough to know 
better. We could supply him with a lengthy list of such 
persecutions.

Defenders of the Benevolent Design Argument never 
tire of quoting Paley’s watch story. Here is something 
more human, and more up-to-date. In London there are 
4,000 deaf and dumb persons, and 400 deaf, blind, and 
dumb.
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The cinema theatre has not only come to stay, but it 
bids fair to be the premier form of amusement. It already 
has two censors, that of the police, and another of its own 
appointing. Yet, through these apparently fine meshes 
of authority, escape films very open to criticism. One is 
called “  The Man They Could Not H ang,”  a film dealing 
with the Babbicombe murder, and attributing the mur­
derer’s escape from the gallows to the protecting hand of 
Providence. It is very curious that the very folk who 
shout loudly about the wickedness of Socialist Sunday- 
schools should remain mute over a picture which attempts 
to show that “  God ”  has a special care for murderers.

phenomenon that belongs almost entirely to the age of 
adolescence. The captures of the Churches are no more 
than an almost criminal exploitation of the instability 
of the organism during that period. Clinical records have 
very many cases of the injury done by the methods of 
professional evangelists to the young, and one day the 
scientific sociologist will treat this distortion of the grow­
ing social consciousness as among the most evil con­
sequences of religious activities. Since Mr. Cohen wrote, 
many have called attention to the facts, although— thanks 
to the power of religious organizations— it is seldom done 
in a thorough-going manner.

A t one time the greatest man whom Sir William Orpen 
could find in France to paint was a “  chef.”  The painter’s 
present academy picture, “  To the Unknown British 
Soldier in France,”  says in paint what the Freethinker 
wrote during the war. Even the sentries on guard have 
been robbed of their clothes, and our present old fossils, 
statesmen, etc., who deny, not the Saviour, but Human 
Life itself, have slipped backwards to their pre-war 
vocabulary. In the meantime, the agricultural labourer 
may study how to live on twenty-six shillings a week. 
In America, according to Mr. Upton Sinclair’s novel, 
Christ returned to the stained glass window after deciding 
that the people in New York were not worth dying for, 
and we should imagine that in England no glaziers would 
be necessary.

At first glance we thought that the John Bull placard 
read “  Doctors who Sing for Money,”  but upon closer 
scrutiny it was “ sin.”  The hand that rocks the John 
Bull reader’s cradle must be a bishop. Sin was invented 
so that the priest might rule. Sin is a concept that has 
no meaning in a law court. It is part of the vocabulary 
of backworldsmen.

A naked man was found at Farnham racing through 
the streets shouting, “  Get thee behind me Satan.”  He 
was, of course, mad, but probably the thought of David 
dancing before the Ark of the Lord was simmering in his 
brain. Had he been sane he might have reflected that 
things which are right and proper in religious ceremonies 
are quite intolerable in decent society.

The ministers of the Free Church of Scotland and of the 
United Free Church are trying to make an agreement 
with the Glasgow Corporation to the effect that they shall 
be consulted on any question affecting the use of Sunday. 
They also desire that the number of bands permitted in 
the parks shall be severely restricted, and suggest that 
the bandstands shall be open to lectures on educational 
subjects. The first suggestion almost takes one’s breath 
away by its downright impudence. Evidently these 
Scottish clergymen imagine they are still living in the 
eighteenth century when their rule drove men to drink 
as the only method by which they could feel they were 
for a time human. And we are quite certain that if the 
Corporation agreed to the suggestion of using the band­
stands for lectures, “  educational ”  would come to mean 
religious. We wonder what would be said if the use of 
the bandstands were granted to Mr. Cohen for a series 
of Sunday afternoon lectures ?

“  Brigands use row-boats ”  was the heading to a para­
graph of news about Turkey. This is terribly out of date. 
Those who really keep level with the times use airships 
and gas bombs. It is strange how orthodox some people 
are.

The Boston University School of Religious Education 
has been gathering statistics on conversion. It finds the 
chances are three to one against a person joining a 
Church if he has not done so before reaching the age of 
twenty-one. There is nothing new about this. Mr. 
Cohen called attention to this fact in the course of some 
original investigations more than twenty years ago, and 
he has dealt with the matter more fully in his Religion 
and Sex. The truth of the matter is “  conversion ”  is a

An intelligent father thrashed his son with a dog-whip 
for breaking into the Holy Innocents’ Church, Tottenj

was 
the

ham Lane, Hornsey. For this action the father gai 
the approval of the magistrate before whom the case
brought. There are many morals, as numerous as t 
sands on the sea-shore, that we may draw from this di. 
tressing case. To be charitable, let us hope that the b°y 
will enter a church in future by the front door, and ais 
remember what he received for entering a church in aU 
unorthodox manner. With the celestial negligence, fdo'^ 
on the boy, parental influence, and the frame of mmd 
the magistrate, denounced even by Sir Thomas More 
1517, we wonder whether we are living in a world PC0P 
by men, or one composed of men and bipeds.

cotm
the

dud

For something really bloody and impressive we 
mend our readers to look on the poster advertising 
military tournament at Olympia. ■ It depicts the 1 
between Roderick Dhu and Fitz-James, and is the 0 
baric appeal to barbarians. The sooner we realize ^  
shrieking difference that exists between men and bipf 
the sooner shall we be able to classify the frame of 
having the blood instinct at large in society. This ins“  
is not confined to a class nor a generation, but it 1S <e 
peculiar property of a nation that has the p*1 .
“  sanctity of human life ”  on its lips whilst meal) 
nothing of the kind.

We think we may just as well throw a little sugar dû i
on the “  acid drop ”  above. In Sir Walter Scott’s 
words, Fitz-James

“ ......faltered thanks to Heaven for life......and
In Roderick’s gore he dipped the braid.”

Our classification of men and bipeds would put si 
the popular idols in strange company, but a poet 111 
live, and that was the stuff to give ’em.

oine of

ievel
The Daily Express makes a good display of its ^ js 

by asking on a placard “  Is it May or December ? ’ 
appears to be an appeal from the half-baked to the . 
done, and it illustrates the fine bloom of culture -fy 
able in a country where 50,000 priests could not 
their existence before a jury of navvies, agriem 
labourers, or men who sweep roads.

Jesuitical bipeds, 
dered invaluable services to mankind writes : —

In his “  Apology ”  in Late Lyrics and Earlier1 >
Thomas Hardy makes a statement that bears the & 
of wisdom on it, but it could easily be perverted ̂  

The veteran of letters who has

if aDIt may be a forlorn hope, a mere dream, that s 
alliance between religion, which must be retained u 
the world is to perish, and complete rationality, " cauS 
must come, unless also the world is to perish, by 111
of the interfusing effect of poetry...... 0t

The iconoclast who wrote The Funeral of God coed aJ1 
possibly mean by “  religion ”  the same thing that e 
Inge would mean by this word. As it is possible to 1 ,̂c 
a religion of drinking gin, or growing cauliflo'vers’ re. 
believe it is possible to call service to mankind 3 
ligion. In the struggle between Dionysos and APCI' rC- 
breaking-down god is .vanquished at first. 1 „olio, 
newed conflict he triumphs, and in this last battle P^ci( 
which is the Church representing form and not 1,1 ge 
will be beaten. After that, it may be possible to
who follow us to read our history without wan 
vomit.
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Special.

The new scale of postage will enable 11s to send the 
freethinker direct to subscribers to any part of the 
world for one-halfpenny. In future the subscription 
rates will be as follows : (Home and Abroad) one year, 
x5s. ; half-year, 7s. 6d. ; three months, 3s. 9d. It 
should be received in every part of the British Isles by 
Friday each week at the latest. Most should get it 
on Thursday. Those whose subscriptions are still 
running, will have the surplus paid for postage allowed 
them. We are also prepared to send this journal to 
addresses provided by friends for a period of twelve 
weeks on payment of sixpence to cover postage. This 
ls an excellent way of gaining new subscribers.

T o  Correspondents.

Those Subscribers who receive their copy 
°f the "Freethinker” in a GREEN WRAPPER 
Will please take it that the renewal of their 
subscription is due. They will also oblige, it 
they do not want us to continue sending the 
Paper, by notifying us to that effect.
hHn.0 .—Your letters, with their broad tolerance and common- 

sense should do much good. They appear to be among the 
best things in the paper.
UtSEY.'—We are obliged for your getting two new readers. 

That is the very best kind of help that anyone can give 
a paper such as this one. Personal effort on the part of our 
biends is the way to negative the boycott, if it does not 
overcome it. And it will do that in time. 

fUE Glasgow Branch of the N.S.S. holds the first of its 
summer rambles to-day, May 27. Those joining will meet 
at Clarkeston car terminus at 12 o’clock prompt. The 
destination is Busby Glen. Tea will be provided.

b • Becker.—We quite agree that excellent propaganda would 
be made by well circulating the Principles and Objects of 
the National Secular Society. This is already done, but, of 
course, the larger the scale the better.

J- Breeze.—Glad to have the good news in your letter. You 
will have been experiencing a very anxious time. Of 
course, all that is the matter with the Christians in Russia 

that other forms of opinion are allowed to conduct an 
anti-religious propaganda, and that is so unusual that 
Christians regard themselves as being persecuted so long 
as they are not permitted to persecute others. And Chris­
tianity has always developed such a healthy capacity for 
unadulterated lying where opponents are concerned that 
any mail is a fool who takes heed of what Christians say 
concerning their opponents.

the “ Freethinker”  is supplied to the trade on sale or return. 
Any difficulty in securing copies should be at once reported 
to the office.

The Secular Society, Limited, office is at 62 Farringdon Street, 
London, E.C-4.

Lhe National Secular Society’s office is at 62 Farringdon 
Street, London, E.C.4.

tfhen the services of the National Secular Society in connec­
tion with Secular Burial Services are required, all communi- 
eations should be addressed to the Secretary Miss E. M. 
Vance, giving as long notice as possible.

Lecture Notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London, 
L.C-4, by the first post Tuesday, or they will not be inserted.

Orders for literature should be sent to the Business Manager 
°f the Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4, 
and not to the Editor.

AH Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to 
“  The Pioneer Press ”  and crossed “  London, City and 
Midland Bank, Clerkenwcll Branch.’ ’

Letters for the Editor of the “  Freethinker ”  should be 
addressed to 61 Farringdon Street, London. E.C.4.

friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favour 
by marking the passages to which they wish us to call 
attention.

the “ Freethinker”  will be forwarded direct from the pub­
lishing office at the following rates (Home and Abroad) :— 
One year 15s.; half year, 7s. 6d.; three months, js. qd.

Conference Notes.

Although the state of trade had its effect in prevent­
ing some being present at the Secular Society’s 
Conference in Leeds who might otherwise have been 
there, the Conference itself was a pronounced suc­
cess. There was a general spirit of good will and 
hopefulness pervading the gatherings, and all looked 
forward with pleasurable anticipation to the future of 
our movement. Among the signs warranting this is 
the number of young men and women who are in­
teresting themselves in Freethought, and it is to the 
young that we older ones naturally turn to carry on 
the work at which we have been labouring. The one 
generation sows and the next generation reaps. That 
is the eternal lesson of human movements.

The business meetings of the Conference were held 
in the handsome Council Chamber of the Leeds Cor­
poration, and no Conference has ever been more 
comfortably housed. It is a change from the time 
when a Freethought gathering had to find accommo­
dation in some poor little room in an obscure quarter 
of town or city. A  movement is, of course, no better 
for meeting in a palace, but it may at least be taken as 
an index of the state of public opinion with regard 
to the ideas for which it stands.

Whitsuntide is the worst possible time of the year 
in which to hold a public gathering in either Yorkshire 
or Lancashire. It is the time for a general holiday, 
and also for school and friendly society functions on 
a large scale. Nevertheless the attendance at the 
public demonstration in the evening was well up to 
the average. The Leeds Town Hall is one of the 
largest and handsomest in the country, and it was a 
very pleasing sight that met the eyes of the President 
and the other speakers when they came upon the plat­
form. All the speeches were excellent in both form 
and matter. Mr. Moss led off with a spirited attack 
upon the claims and pretensions of the current re­
ligion, and Mr. Lloyd dropped a score of years off his 
shoulders once he got upon his feet. His voice rang 
through the large building in a way that must have 
surprised many. Mr. Williams was both lively and 
eloquent, and Mr. Corrigan, who was giving his 
maiden speech at a Conference meeting, was forceful 
and logical in his dealing with that arch-enemy of 
civilization, the Roman Catholic Church. The Presi­
dent’s speeches, at the opening of the meeting and 
again at the close, were received with the greatest 
appreciation. All the speakers were followed with the 
closest attention, and every point made quickly seized 
by those present.

Some of the Press photographers requested permis­
sion to photograph the delegates, and this was done 
on the steps of the Town Hall at the conclusion of the 
afternoon meeting. A  charabanc excursion was ar­
ranged for Monday, but as Mr. Cohen had to leave for 
home in order to get this issue of the Freethinker 
ready, we are unable to say more about that. We are 
afraid the weather was not over kind, but the prevail­
ing good fellowship will have done something to 
counteract the wretched season we are having.

The Leeds Branch had worked har3 to make the 
Conference a success, and we feel sure that it felt 
repaid by the result. We are only repeating here 
what Mr. Walker, the President of the Branch, said at 
the close of the Conference. Mr. R. H. Youngman, 
the ever-zealous treasurer of the Branch, entertained
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the delegates and members attending the Conference 
to tea, and was only disappointed that his hospitality 
was not taxed to a greater extent. But we fancy he 
would have felt that way had the number been five 
times as great. It was altogether, and in view of pre­
vailing circumstances, one of the most successful of 
Conferences, and we are certain that those who took 
part in it went away filled with fresh enthusiasm for 
the carrying on of our great work. It is a time also for 
the renewal of old friendships, and we were delighted 
to once again meet so many familiar faces from all 
parts of the country. If we do not particularize it is 
because a mere list of names is not a very adequate way 
of expressing one’s feelings.

A message was received from the National Italian 
Association of Giordano Bruno, which was also hold­
ing its Congress in Rome on May 20. The Conference 
received with pleasure the salutation of their Italian 
brethren, and despatched a suitable telegram in reply.

We print this week the Executive’s Annual Report, 
and we commend this to the attention of all our 
friends. There are matters in it that will repay study. 
The report of the business meetings of the Conference 
will appear next week.

We are suspending the “  Sugar Plum s”  for this 
week owing to demands on our space, so we mention 
here that the Bill for the abolition of the Blasphemy 
Laws will be introduced into the blouse of Lords 
directly after the Whitsuntide recess. That will at 
least help to clear the air. We shall see what amount 
of regard for liberty of opinion there exists in that 
assembly. We shall most probably print in these 
columns a full report of the discussion.

Chapman Cohen.

E x e c u tiv e ’s A n n u al [Report.
(Continued, from page 326.)

sum of money was. raised through the medium of the 
Freethinker, and he was sent away to get better, but he 
became steadily worse and died on November 4, 1922. 
We hope that Mr. Justice Avory is satisfied that his 
sentence did something to remove one Freethinker out 
of the way. But he must be more stupid than is conceiv­
able if he also imagines that his action will do other than 
to make Freethinkers more than ever determined to 
sweep these laws out of existence.

During the course of the prosecution the Freethinker 
said that our motto should be “  Make the Bigots Pay,”  
and it indicated that the only way to make them pay 
properly was to sweep these laws out of existence. Some 
important steps have been taken to this end. As the 
result of an invitation issued by the Executive a Society 
for the Abolition of the Blasphemy Laws has been formed 
and a Bill introduced into the House of Commons by 
Mr. Harry Snell, M.P. (for Woolwich), and who was for 
many years an active worker in this Society. He now 
awaits an opportunity to bring the Bill forward for a 
second reading. In addition to this Earl Russell has 
given notice in the House of Lords that he will introduce 
the same Bill into that House, so that this time the 
bigots are being attacked, so to speak, from both above 
and below. It would bo too much to hope that this Bill 
will pass easily. The majority of Christians will cling to 
their privileges so long as is possible, and one that they 
have always prized is that of harrying and persecuting 
those who declined to accept their creed. But we shall 
have publicity, and there is nothing better than that for 
the advancement of truth and justice.

The Executive has to note with the deepest regret the 
death of one of its staunchest and oldest supporters in 
the person of Mr. Richard Green, mayor of K ing’s Lynn. 
Mr. Green had for many years taken a very active part

in the municipal life of the town, and throughout the 
whole of his career had made no secret of his anti- 
Christian opinions, and had done all that might be done 
to keep them in the forefront. He was elected twice to 
the mayoralty of the town, and died during his second 
term of office. It was his personal desire, backed by the 
wishes of his wife and family that Mr. Cohen should, 
if possible, hold a secular service whenever he died. 
Accordingly Mr. Cohen went to K in g’s Lynn and con­
ducted a funeral service in the Guildhall, where the civic 
ceremony took place before a very large and representa­
tive assembly. Nothing of the kind had ever occurred 
before in thf history of K in g ’s Lynn, and it may be taken 
that Mr. Green’s bold and dignified stand for freedom of 
opinion will do much to make independence of opinion 
easier for those who have to follow him. The Executive 
desires to place on record the fact that it requires a man 
of more than ordinary strength of character to withstand 
the temptations of public life and to so successfully main­
tain his own mental independence.

Two other matters of importance to the Frecthought 
movement may here be briefly stated. A ll Freethinkers 
will have noted with the greatest pleasure the gradual 
development of public opinion in the direction of spending 
the national day of rest in a rational and healthy manner. 
This has all along been dependent upon a weakening of 
theological belief, and we may see here one other indica­
tion of the result of our propaganda. But the Churches 
are organizing their forces in order to secure a reversal 
of this liberal movement, and the greatest vigilance needs 
to be exercised if they are not to succeed in their aims. 
It is, therefore, with an eye to the immediate future that 
Freethinkers are urged to do what lies in their power, 
particularly so far as they are connected with trade and 
friendly organizations, to see that the ground gained 15 
not lost. Too often the victories of the Churches &r0 
gained largely through the carelessness of reformers, and 
we must sec to it that local bodies are made fully aware 
of the volume of public opinion behind them in any 
attempt they may make to throw open to the public op' 
portunities for educational and healthful recreation on 
Sundays.

The other matter is connected with the teaching of re­
ligion in the schools. So far as legislation is concerned 
there has been no change since this Conference last met’ 
but the Churches have not been inactive. Negotiations 
have been proceeding between the two chief religio115 
bodies in the State, and it must be remembered that the 
present Minister of Education is friendly to the 
strengthening of religious teaching in the State schools-
The danger is that some sort of agreement may 
reached between the upholders of the State Church a 
Nonconformists, and the Minister of Education may

be
,fld
be

st

A *able to present the House of Commons with an “  agreed 
measure, which with the backing of the Government may 
soon become law.

Here, again, we must be active. We must insist th«1 
it is no part of the duty of the State to promote the fC 
ligious opinion of a section with money raised from tbe 
taxation of all. The integrity of the child’s mind mli: 
be guarded as one of the chief assets of our civilization- 
Resolutions in favour of Secular Education should 
passed wherever possible and forwarded to the Minis'- 
of Education. If a League of Parents, made up of all W j 
for various reasons are opposed to the State teaching 
religion were formed, and who resolved to withdraw tye 
children from religious instruction, the number won 
certainly be sufficiently large to make any governin'2 
pause before affronting opinion so expressed. The ®°ciei0t 
has no sectarian aim in view in urging this. A-Ve do 1 
desire to have our views of religion forced upon childbest

them»We are simply anxious that they should receive the 
and the most liberal education it is possible to give t 
ami leave the selection of a religion—if they desire oue--̂  
till an age at which they ate able to choose for them­
selves and in the light of the knowledge and education 
that has been given them.

Taking a general survey of the field, the Executive 
feels that it may rightfully congratulate the Society 011 
the extent to which the ideas for which it stands ha' e 
gained ground among the general public. It would ® 
folly for a Society such as ours to count either * 
strength or its efficiency on the mere number of 1
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Members, or even upon the extent of its financial re- 
- T es. Either test would be fallacious, and would lose 

S it of the Society’s real function. It is not and never 
las °een the aim of the National Secular Society to build 
UP a new sect, an object which, so far as it is successful, 
can result only in the creation of sectarian standards of 

a ue and the perpetuation of sectarian feelings, both of 
>ch have already done so much harm to the cause of 

Wiian progress. Essentially our aim is the rationalizing 
i _> and we are successful in our efforts to the degree 
n, 'yhich we watch that progress taking place in the life 

° Y ,e People.
r>ed by that test we have every cause for satisfaction 

ere was a time when almost the only persons who 
°°d for such things as the rationalizing of Sunday, the 
. . ' t y  of the sexes, the scientific treatment of the 
ninal, the equality of all opinions before the law, with 

. y other reforms, were the abused and despised Free- 
tV ters' ^ave lived long enough to see many of the 

"8s.f°r which we were among the pioneers— if not the 
0 pioneers— advocated by large numbers of people,

w'lom are finite unaware of who they have to 
for the spade work done, and some who still find

*>thi  et j U g h t  too unpopular to acknowledge their 111- 
Njjgsg. \\re can see jjeas about religion which once 

c , Watered, the fiercest opposition now accepted by edu- 
a 1 People, while prominent Christians now resent as 
C .Ur upon their intelligence the ascription to them of 
u , s for questioning which men and women have been 
p • °tted, slandered, or sent to languish in Christian 
0lt S°Ils- It is literally true that onljr a small number of 
1 converts are members of this Society. The much 
(] Ser number are outside, many of them in the Churches 

' ]i[)ettlSelves, and they who listen approvingly to the 
0ral religious sentiments of this or that popular 

is f ler> are often quite unconscious of the fact that it 
fro ° despise(I Freethinker they owe their liberation 
Carl* dark and demoralizing religious beliefs of an 

. lcr generation.
liar 611 all is said and done, the great work of the 

tonal Secular Society must remain one of per- 
f0 a*ton, of breaking the ground and preparing the 
citl °̂r °filel's t° follow. This is not a task that brings 
(, ler financial gain or social popularity, but it is to

th;
ose
at who have thrown their energies in this directionM,at «, . “lVo... lle world owes the progress it has made. In this

" We of thq Freethought Party have much of which
;iI](|"1;iy be justifiably proud. We have great traditions,

die inspiring example of many brave men and
Cr)nrwt who have gone before us. And so long as we
tlj faithful to the tradition they established and to
be ’deals they held aloft we may be sure that we shall 
Sore., T’ng our contribution to the establishment of

Clety based upon truth, reason, and justice.

Bichard Carlile.

(Continued from page 315.) 
VII.— W isdom  and S truggi,ë .

l)Cr"'u-E was freed suddenly from prison on Novem- 
1825. Without any compromise on his part, 

rcc°£nizances had been abrogated, and he had 
tjjj sWept out of gaol bag and baggage. This quit- 

meant no more to him mentally than a 
be °f lodging. He resolved that his course should 
Dosy VVar<1, an<l that he would continue the same dis- 
car l0ll> Unimpaired, with which he began his pioneer
’ '■̂5*— «-> J-v. , __t v . . .  c ___  •__________ __
b,
,auishm,

a disposition to suffer fines, imprisonment, or

S e r
ont, rather than any man should hold the

k  , r and have the audacity to say or decide that anyTM
%
1)

iq; ,°f public discussion was improper and publicly
- r'ous.

imprisonment his vigorous pen had

S e r s
ir°aUi(l Cot many social abuses and familiarized his 
5nC{;LlS with many indictments of priestcraft, ignor-

and
to’

mystery. We cite the following : —— .VC CCC LHC. ■
^e who sets himself up as an instructor to lus 

°'Vinen should offer nothing but what is clear and

intelligible to all who should read what Tie wrote. 
The fine figurative writer will in future ages, be read 
with disdain and contempt. The daily avocations of 
those who labour for a livelihood are such that they 
have not time to unriddle figurative writings such as 
the Bible and many other books abound in. They 
stand in need of that mental refreshment which is as 
simple as the diet they make use of.”

‘ ‘ It is reason that endows man with the gift of 
speech ; without reason he could not communicate an 
idea but by dumb show. His voice would be of no 
further use to him than the power of barking to a dog 
or of braying to an ass. It is evident that without 
reason man would be a beast of the forest, and a prey 
to many a stronger animal. And yet this glorious light 
of reason becomes a dreadful eyesore to the priest! 
And for why? Because the priests of all ages, of all 
sects, and of all doctrines, impose nothing but error 
and falsehood on the multitude, and they find their 
doctrines rejected by those of the multitude who 
exercise their reason. This is an assertion that bids 
defiance to contradiction.”

Carlile also observed that “  the priest who is about 
to take holy orders is necessitated to vow in the 
church before the bishop that he does not seek the 
office for the sake of lucre, but that he is impelled 
by the holy ghost! ”  After such a base perversion 
of his reason and sense of shame, it seemed to Carlile 
inevitable that the priest “  should studiously en­
deavour to degrade every other person to the same 
level as a cloak and a safeguard against his own in­
famy, perjury, and villainy.”

Throughout his struggle with the Vice Society and 
the Government, Carlile was supported loyally by his 
wife, Jane Carlile. The latter was seven years his 
senior and had made his acquaintance whilst he was 
on a visit to Gosport in 1813. They were married 
after a courtship of only two months duration. Find­
ing that their temperaments were incompatible, they 
wisely agreed to separate in the year 1819, but post­
poned putting this resolution into effect owing to 
their common determination to resist the Govern­
ment’s attempt to suppress Paine’s writings and other 
radical literature.

In January, 1821, the authorities, who had wasted 
a good deal of time in threatening, arresting, and then 
releasing Jane Carlile, brought the numerous indict­
ments against her to a trial and she was sent to join 
him for two years in Dorchester prison. She welcomed 
him back to liberty on his release, and finally separated 
from him in 1832.

During her imprisonment Jane Carlile’s place was 
taken in the shop by Richard’s sister, Mary Carlile. 
She was, in turn, sent to jail and succeeded by the now 
famous but then much abused shopmen and shop- 
women, all of whom not only volunteered for the task, 
but defended themselves in order that their defence 
might evince their defiance. Prominent among these 
heroes of civil liberty were ::—

Name
Susannah Wriglit 
James Watson ... 
Richard Hassell 
William Campion 
John Clarke

Date of Sentence
Conviction Length of

Nov. 14, 1822 ... Two years 
Apr. 23, 1823 ... Twelve months 
May 28, 1824 ... Two years 
June 8, 1824 ... Three years 
June 10, 1824 ... Three years

Besides these the following toed the line : —
1820— Joseph Swann, four and a half years; Thomas 

Tyler, three months.
1822—Samuel Waddington, one year; Humphrey 

Hoyle, twenty-three months; Charles Trust, six 
mouths and £20 fine; Joseph Rhodes, Joseph 
William Trust, William Holmes, two years each; 
William Ranee, Charles Sanderson, Turner, 
Atkinson, one year each; John Barkley, six 
months.
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1823—  William Tunbridge, two years; James Watson, 
one yea r; John Jones, six months; William 
Clarke, four months.

1824—  William Haley, T. R. Perry, three years each; 
T. Jefferies, eighteen months; W. Cochrane, J. 
Christopher, M. J. O ’Connor, six months each; 
James Affleck, three months.

In each case the charge was based on the sale of 
Paine’s much dreaded writings, or Palmer’s work, or 
Carlile’s Life of Paine, or a current Republican, or 
Shelley’s Queen Mab. In all, 150 persons suffered 
incarceration for acting as Carlile’s agents in this 
struggle.

This brings us to February 7, 1828, when Robert 
Taylor was sentenced to one year’s imprisonment for 
blasphemy and ordered to find recognizances for his 
good behaviour for five years in ¿1,000. Carlile at 
once identified himself with Taylor and toured the 
country lecturing on Taylor’s behalf. He had con­
cluded the Republican with his release from prison, 
and now commenced the Lion in order to rally sym­
pathy to Taylor and provide him with a medium of 
expression. Although his shopmen and shopwomen 
were still in prison, his release in 1825 had marked the 
end of Press persecution, and he now determined to 
establish the equal right of untrammelled oral dis­
cussion. Carlile made full use of the Lion’ s columns 
for the employment of his own versatile pen. “  There 
cannot be a superstitious civilization,”  was one of the 
maxims he proclaimed. Protestantism came under 
his lash in the following terse indictments : —

The Protestant faith includes all that faith which 
protests against the Roman Catholic fa ith ; but 
reasons for that protest, which would not apply as 
forcibly to the Protestant faith, I have never met.

The last fires in Smithfield were Protestant fires; 
the last religious murders in England were Protestant 
murders. A ll the religious persecutions of the last 
two centuries in England and Scotland— and they 
form the blackest period of England’s ecclesiastical 
history— have been Protestant persecutions; not the 
persecutions of Protestants by Catholics, but the 
persecution of Catholics, Protestants, and Infidels, by 
Protestants.

Carlile dedicated much space in the Lion to the 
denunciation of oath-making as a vice, on the ground 
that “  the principle induced is that of fear, and what­
ever is done through fear, which would not have been 
done in the absence of fear, is viciously done. Thus, 
upon the highest pretension that has yet been made for 
the practice of oath-making— that of its being a neces­
sary binding to a purpose, which binding is to be pro­
duced through the operation of fear— vice is exhibited 
and oath-making is, in its best sense, a vice. It 
supposes vice in its presumed necessity, and proves it 
in its practice. It engenders the vice against which it 
would be presumed to guard us.”

‘ ‘ The New Testament,”  Carlile argues, ‘ ‘ is the 
only religious book in the world that positively forbids 
oath-making as a vice ; yet its so-called defenders are 
the most prone to practise it.”

Oath-making encourages fear without securing any 
pledge of truth or good either in believer or unbeliever. 
Pressing this argument, Carlile says : “  The good man 
of either party will do as well without it ; the bad man 
of either party will do as ill with it ; and each alike,
in not respecting that which he professed to respect......
An idle charm is uttered, and a dirty book is lipped, 
with as little failing as any other animal may be 
brought to the practice. A  trial cannot be witnessed 
at the old Bailey without the perception that the swear­
ing is superfluous, and not useful to guide or correct 
the evidence to be given. If the oath were valued as 
giving weight to the evidence cross-examination would 
be a very great presumption, for it presumes that the 
oath has not given weight to the evidence, and that it 
cannot give it weight.”

Carlile concludes that the history of oath-making 
shows it to have “  been established upon the idolatry 
of mankind,”  and only available where idolatry con­
tinues to exist. Idolatry, superstition, and oath­
making must fall in company.

To hasten the day of that collapse Carlile indicted 
“ belief”  and “ faith”  in the following terms: 
“  Tell me there is a peculiar kind of animal or veget­
able in China of which I have not seen the like in this 
country and I can credit your tale, because I see a 
variety of animals and vegetables the product of this 
country. But tell me of heaven and hell, of gods, 
devils, and angels, of future states of existence to 
continued or reproduced identities, and I cannot credit 
your tale because I have no analogy, in the literal 
sense, whereupon to proceed to conjecture, and because 
I do not see material identities so composed and de­
composed, as to leave me any idea of other existence 
for those identities. The earth is all sufficient to pro­
duce and sustain them as compositions and to receive 
them as decompositions.

“  All faith is in danger because faith has no relation 
to the knowledge of mankind. All faith is in danger 
because faith has no relation to the welfare of man­
kind. All faith is in danger because it injures and 
disorders mankind. All faith is in danger because it 
is a cheat upon mankind. All faith is in danger 
because it is openly and ably assailed by infidelity- 
All faith is in danger because truth exhibited mus 
triumph over it.”  G uy  A. A ldR̂ P-

(To be Concluded.)

What’s Wrong with the Leagu0 
of Nations?

L et me explain at the outset of m y criticism that

do not complain of the idea of a League of ^ a °̂]gS, 
for the chaotic condition of the world and its Pe°^:„rt
through the turmoil of war, makes such an
highly desirable in many respects, particularly 'v 1-Jl 
regard to the educational influence it should have^ (j 
diverting men’s minds from thoughts of confirm  ̂
revealing to reason the utter absurdity of wars, \vi 

theiftheir wastage of lives, money and time, and by 
policy of destruction, retarding the progress of clVl

these noble ideals, but they were not suffic‘efl 
organized to properly equip and set the machine™.

liZd
tion. The founders of the League doubtless ch^'^jy

in 
e tbe

motion on the right lines. The construction 01 0jJ 
League was faulty ; it was too imbued with the e 
political diplomacy, and not representative of the .{e. 
leaders of the people, men independent of the ^ t0 
pullers of the various nations, capable of judging 
the merits of disputes, and in whom complex ^  
fidence and trust were reposed ; and it was not. flce 
representative of the nations, for the country "  fC. 
it emanated declined to join ! In consequence, t jy 
suit has been that, instead of this important js 
inspiring the awe and respect it should, its c° 3 
are unheeded, ridiculed or ignored, and it is Pr°v 
costly failure. ,, put

Cynics have called it the “  League of Notion5’ ; 
British
stronger language

ymes have called it the "  League ot i\ouui>~>  ̂
ish taxpayers have been heard to describe * t( 
nger language. Can we be surprised ? I  thin "vjvjl l u i i g u a g v . .  V o t e l i  V V U C  O  111  p i  I 3 C U  i *  '  r p S ‘

upon investigation of its claims, status and fi’̂ 3 taJ-ted 
This fantastic gathering of “  highbrows secfe' 

off with most lofty aspirations. An elaborate j at 
tariat costing ¿250,000 a year ; a Secretary- 
a salary (I understand) of about ¿10,000 a yea vas
fished m a palace at Geneva for’which £220,000 • 
!!'“/ ’ however, money is by 110 means the sole cs 
tial to success, grandiose and imposing as the jj 
nmy e, totalling well over a million pounds a yca



333M a y  27, 1923 THE FREETHINKER

0 c aiM constantly increasing. Results are wliat 
C0l'nt and really matter, and herein is the dismally 
^cak spot in the noble scheme. So far, these have 
.Cen rnaillly instrumental and successful in the direc- 
10n extracting, for various foreign commitments, 

money fr0m taxpayers’ pockets, and so far from the 
eague having had a tranquilizing or pacifying effect 

j’Pon nations, or being the means of preventing war 
"  0011 turbulent peoples with grievances (imaginary 

r real), I fcar ^ e  decisions arrived at have had a 
eî ,e.ncy rather to provoke friction than peace ! 

j 11S) °t course, was not unexpected, because man 
ms always been a quarrelsome beast, and needs to be 

ught self-restraint, unselfishness, etc.— factors which
the
hu: Present Eeague, lacking a sound knowledge of 

man psychology, failed to perceive. For precisely
Yj0 Sanie reason a previous international league failed. 
t]̂ ere have, in fact, been numerous minor wars under 

very nose of the Eeague of Nations throughout the 
course of its existence, a direct challenge to its"'hole

auth.

needec]
,°rity and proof of its impotence, if such were

^  hsten------ r ---------------------- ------,-------------
he Geneva Conference, November 22, 1920) : “  We

to the pathetic confession of Earl Balfour(at

fari(l like people on the shore looking at the survivors 
a wreck.”

Thi
Porters

ls from one of the League’s staunchest sup-

T i
Promlen consider the adverse criticisms of other former

>nent advocates of this mutual admiration society. 
r°fessor George Saintsbury, in his book, A Scrap

book Published this year : -
As a humble but lifelong student of politics, may 
ask whether there was ever such a cabbage-stick as 
le League of Nations ? So ta ll! so polished ! so 
nely knottedj so suggestive of a real oak-plant! and 

s° certain to crack at the first serious strain!

tofessor Einstein, who resigned from the League’s
v i c t u a l  Co-operation Sub-Committee recently, 
th convinced as a pacifist that the League lacks 

e force and good-will to fulfil its tasks.”
Sir t 1̂Cr° *s *̂ le crushing opinion of Lieut.-General 
q v°r Maxse, commanding-in-chief the Northern 
g°,1T1Illand, in his address to the boys of St. Peter’s
> l0M> York (reported in the Daily Telegraph, July 3, 
*922) ;_

It was being dinned into us by the Press and people 
"To make speeches that a thing called the League of
Nattions could take the place of force. Don’t you 
elieve it, boys. It’s all “ tosh,” absolute “ tosh.”
1 suits people to say it for certain reasons..... it is not

s°- If ever we fought again—and we should some 
Uay--we should have to put the whole nation into it.

ah- ''Mnk the above nicely sums up the futility of this 
j)rSUrd brigade of amiable old ladies, superior higli- 

s> and benevolent baldheads.
Ex ni°n® 0*Ter “  notions ”  (at the expense of British 
e ^ e r s )  the League of Nations, evincing great con- 
Ce 11 tor the welfare of every nation save Britain, re- 
q y conceived the idea of Britain supporting 25,000 
alr , C rt’fugees in Cyprus— as though she had not 

°uough refugees and unemployed, etc., of her 
b" to support at home !

ekcir'V0Û d aPPear that this grandiose League (a mere 
Se °̂r extending our costly foreign bureaucracy) 

upon what terms British authority shoulddeciding
Exercised and British taxpayers’ money expended«ltl . - - -

Play re'®n interests— while the House of Commons 
Ij S secontl fiddle ! This reply was given in the 

1Se to an M.P.’s question : —
"there is no question of any further ratification of 

b e Palestine Mandate by Parliament, the Mandate 
aving been accepted by his Majesty in April, 1920, 

b lcl the terms of the Mandate having been approved 
"  the Council of the League of Nations in July last.

And Lord Sydenham mentioned in the House of 
Commons, on March 27, that it had been stated that 
we were incurring the costly administration of Pales­
tine at the request of the President of the League of 
Nations.

The gallant attempt of Lord Robert Cecil to boost 
the League in America was recently declared by 
Senator Reed to be “  an impertinence,”  and I am not 
surprised.

It is not generally realized, but the taxpayers’ 
diminishing money is being poured out on Labour in 
connection with the League. Towards the cost of the 
“  Labour Bureau ”  of the League for the coming year 
Great Britain will have to contribute ^33,000.

The sooner the present League of Nations is scrapped 
as a fiasco, the better for everybody, for its extrava­
gance is more than Britain can afford to-day, and its 
impotent interferences may even become a source of 
further international strife. A. L eonard S u m m ers.

Ending in Smoke; Or,
The Catholic Church’s Revelation 

to America.

A P apal delegate has lately been sent to America, I 
mean by that the United States, to take care of the 
souls of the faithful there whom this gentleman claims 
to be no fewer than 23 million. Accepting his figures 
— with a grain of salt— one need not be particularly 
impressed by them. The pious gentleman’s name is 
Peter Fumasoni Biondi. The first half of the second 
name means in Italian “  smoke.”  The second and 
third together irresistibly suggest— blond Freemason. 
His important charge of souls includes the islands of 
the Pacific, the Hawaii Islands and Guam, wherever 
that may be, but not Cuba, Costa Rica, and the Philip­
pines. It is hardly worth deducting the faithful of the 
former region, they are probably not very numerous. 
Assuming then 23 million to be the number of nominal 
Papists in the States, one must remember that there are 
more than ten million Irish and five million Italians 
there, omitting other members of Popish races, such as 
Poles, and so on. The five million Italians will be 
mainly fanatical and ignorant Sicilians, and southern 
Italians from Campania, Le Puglie and Calabria, and 
form part of the so-called dregs of the population, 
with a large sprinkling of Camorristi, Mafisti, and 
members of the secret so-called criminal society, La 
Mano Nera. Again, at least ten million of the sons 
of Erin will be in the same religious and social pickle 
as the five million Italians of the “  household of faith.” 
Besides this the ten or more million negroes and a 
broad margin of half-castes must not be lost sight of. 
Eurasians, quadroons and octaroons are particularly 
sensitive to the secret or expressed contempt they have 
to face, from your more or less pure blood Anglo- 
Saxon Protestant, with his strange and quite un­
scientific conceit. In this respect the Roman Catholic 
Chnrch has more common-sense, than the whitey- 
brown superior parties treating its dusky proselytes, 
on the whole, with the same respect as its whitey- 
browti ones, whose “ Baltic shumier ”  after all does 
not flash much whiter than Munich spaten braun. And 
the above remarks are equally or more to the point as 
regards the still more outraged and despised nigger, 
with his inherent love of show and glitter and hot- 
pressed religious and emotional faculties. Deducting 
all these factors, of pure blood and typical Yankees, 
there cannot be more than four or five million Catho­
lics at the outside. The reverend prelate contrasts the 
church attendance of his flock with that of the una 
virtuous in the Protestant little Bethels, an average of 
900 per Sunday, against 66 in the little Bethels. Let
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alone the stimulus of fear upon the ignorant so-called 
dregs of society, the sordid, joyless surroundings in 
which they pass their lives naturally render the more 
or less theatrical performances in Roman Catholic 
churches more attractive to these wretches than the 
monotonous platitudes of the Protestant “  house of 
God.”  The erotic music, incense, and showy staging 
of the Popish performances on Sunday give a fdlip to 
their exhausted vitality and'help them to drag through 
the drab coloured week in expectation of the next 
stimulus from the Sunday religious dram drinking.

“  His Grace ”  contemptuously sets down the number 
of “  members of other denominations,”  i.e., heretics, 
whom he would no doubt reduce to cinders if he had 
the chance, at 24 million. “  It is appalling to think,” 
he exclaims, after making the most of his “  flock of 
Christ ”  marge and pure lanoline all humped together, 
“  that in this great Christian nation, there are some 
60 million of people without God, so far as we know.” 
This pious wail comes perilously near to an Irish Bull, 
though I do not for a moment wish to challenge its 
amphibious and baptismal character, for if only 23 
million— the dregs of society are true Christian— 24 
million heretics who ought to be burnt alive, and 60 
million nothing at all, it is difficult to see how Yankee 
Doodle merits the title of “  Great Christian Nation.” 
From the standpoint of sanity and common-sense, it 
is satisfactory to find that more than half the people of 
the United States have got rid of the pernicious and 
idolatrous god idea and the sacrificial forms of religion 
that are its invariable and necessary concomitants.

W. W. Stricki,and.
Ea Paz, B.C. Mexique.

Intellectual Dishonesty.

T hat all religions were equally useful is said to have 
been the dictum of the old Roman magistrates. And 
this appears to be the modern defence of savage sur­
vivals in which most educated people have long ceased

S U E D A Y  L E C T U R E  NOTICES, Etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on 
Tuesday and be marked “ Lecture Notice ” if not sent on 
post-card.

LONDON.
Indoor.

South Place E thical Society (South Place, Moorgate, 
E.C.2) : 11, C. Delisle Burns, M.A., “ Rationalism, Old aw 
New.”

Outdoor.
Bethnal G reen Branch N.S.S. (Victoria Park, near 

Bandstand) : 6.15, Mr. F. P. Corrigan, a Lecture.
Metropolitan Secular Society (Hyde Park) : 6.30-8-3°’ 

Mr. Reeling, Mr. Mowbray, Mr. Saphin, Air. Blady. B1SCU„ 
sion Circle meets every Thursday at 8 at “  Laurie Anns, 
Crawford Place, Kdgware Road, W.i.

North L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Regent’s Park, near 
Fountain) : 6, Mr. George Whitehead, a Lecture.

South L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Brockwell Park) : 3, ® r' 
F. Shaller, a Lecture; 6, Mr. E. Baker, a Lecture.

West Ham Branch N.S.S. (Outside Technical Institu^’ 
Romford Road, Stratford, E.) : 7, Demonstration; speake-’ 
Messrs. Warner, W. Hicks, A. E. High, and H. White.

COUNTRY.
Indoor.

Newcastle Branch N.S.S. (12a Clayton Street East) • ' 
Members’ monthly meeting—Conference Report, etc.

Outdoor. ,
May 28 to June 3, Mr. G. Whitehead ’L eeds Branch N.S.S 

open-air campaign.
Manchester Branch .N.S.S.—Summer 

June 3, Ramble to Darwen; meet Cromwell
Arrangenie111’' ' 

Monninef
11 a.m. June 16, Ereethought Tea (Mrs. Mapp’s) on 
can lines. July 1, Ramble to Monk’s Heath. July 29, 
Altrincham to Wilmslow. September 15, Freethougbt t 
(Mrs. Ballards). All going on the Harwell ramble show  ̂
Mr. T. F. Greenall, 34 Gouldeu Street, Fendleton, kno'v 
once by post card.

L ecturing Campaign (Mr. Atkinson’s ^cejTyneside

i.m->gramme.—Saturday, May 26, at 6 p.m., Wesley 
Blaydon-on-Tyne. Sunday, May 27, morning at n  fil 
Hotel Corner, Chopwell; afternoon at 3 p.m., Main S<11 
Winlaton; Evening at 7 p.m., Town Moor, Newcast 
Tyne. Monday, May 28, at 7 p.m., New Herrington. Tues , 
May 29, at 7 p.m., Market Place, South Shields. WedneŜ j'e. 
May 30, at 7 p.m., Bigg Market or Hay Market, Fe'vlv ortl) 
on-Tyne. Thursday, May 31, at 7 p.m., Borough Bank, 
Shields.

to believe.
Sir Sidney Low claims credit, not only for Chris­

tianity, in which he may possibly believe, but for 
Buddhism, Mohamedanism, Hinduism, Judaism, etc., 
in which, presumably, he does not believe— at any 
rate, we are entitled to say he cannot swallow them all. 
So that his argument comes to this : It is not the point 
whether these religions are true, but it is so very 
useful to have something extra, rational, to support 
and “  justify ”  irrational morality, which certainly 
could not stand by itself!

I am not concerned with the Bolshevics or how they 
may govern or misgovern their country, but to claim 
that religion is a humanizing force will not do ; on the 
contrary', they are just revising the prayer-book 
because the earlier texts and poems are too blood­
thirsty to be tolerated in the twentieth century !

No, the progress of humanity will not come from 
ancient altars dabbed with blood, but from applied 
wisdom, solely concerned in righting the wrongs of this 
present world. That is hard enough without the in­
trusion of other issues.

Whatever the next phase may prove to be we cannot 
be wrong in having done our best to relieve the distress 
and right the injustice which we are condemned to 
witness in the world we are living in.

Let 11s always remember those grand words of 
Ingersoll: “  The object of life is to be happy, the place 
to be happy is here, the time to be happy is now, the 
way to be happy is by making others happy.”

Is that the morality of the beast ? T ab Can.

VC3rS
tra<de-"pR FE TH IN K FR  (48) seeks employment; 30

experience in the wholesale paper and stationery -  t| 
—John Cooper, c/o Freethinker Office, 61 Farringdon Stf 
London, E.C.4.

B OOKS.— The Freethinker for 1882-3, t°^Cvol> 
with the Christmas numbers for 1881-2; in oi>e ^  

9s. 6d. The Freethinker for 1886, illustrated, half calf, 5s" 
The Freethinker for 1906-7, 2 vols., hound, 15s. The AS*  ̂
Journal from 1889 to 1900, and from 1902 to 1907, edd1- ^

God and His Book, by Sa8, 3
Ml’

Saladin ; 18 vols., cloth, 70s.
xS924s. Ingersoll’s Lectures and Essays, New York, 

vols., cloth, 8s. 6d. Feuerbach’s Essence of Chris1“' 
trails., by George Eliot, 4s. 6d. Buddhism, Primitive,^ 1 ,  
Present, by R. H. Coplestone, 5s. The Growth of 
by McCabe, 3s. The Champions of the Church, their 6 ^
and Persecutions, by D. M. Bennett, Thick 8vo., scarce» 
Constantine the Great, by E. L. Cutts, 2s. 6d. The p. 
by Winwood Reade, 3s. 6d. The Origin of the World” 
McMillan, 2s. 6d. The Religion of Women, by McCabe, ~ ^ et 
Our Corner, edited by Annie Besant, 7 vols., 18s.—-Ib ,reet, 
to “ Books,”  c/o Freethinker Office, 61 Farringdon 
London, E.C.4. ^

GENERAL INFORMATION FOR
FREETHINKERS. ; stfUC.

Concerning: Withdrawal of children from religion3 pie 
tion in public schools. The right to affirm. Relig)0llgeClli3f 
Army and Navy. Church attendance in the Navy- etc. 

funerals. Civil marriages. The naming of infau > ^
(Issued by the Executive of the National Secular

Price Twopence, post free.

T he P ioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street, Tv-CT
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W here to Obtain the “ F reeth in k er.”

The following is not a complete list of newsagents who 
supply the “  Freethinkerand we shall be obliged for other 
addresses for publication. The "  Freethinker ”  may be ob­
tained on order from any newsagent or railway bookstall.

“ FREETHINKER” POSTERS will be supplied to all News- 
“gents on application to the Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon 

Street, London, E.C.4.
LONDON.

— P. T. Pendrill, 26 Bushfield Street, Bishopsgate. M. 
Papier, 86 Commercial Street. B. Ruderman, 71 Hanbury 
Street, Spitalfields. J. Knight & Co., 3 Ripple Road, 
barking. W. H. Smith & Son, Seven Kings Railway 
Station Bookstall. W. Holt, 617. Lea Bridge Road, Leyton. 
R- W. Harris, 22 Chant Street, Stratford. 

kC — \ŷ  s. Dexter, 6 Byward Street. Rose & Co., 133 
Clerkenwell Road. ' Mr. Siveridge, 88 Fenchurch Street. 

J- Jaques, 191 Old Street.
^—C. Walker & Son, 84 Grove Road, Holloway. Mr. Keogh, 

Seven Sisters Road (near Finsbury Park). Mr. West, New 
boad, Lower Edmonton. T. Perry, 17 Fore Street, Edmon- 
‘°H. H. Hampton, 80 Holloway Road. M. A. Gremson, 
23 Westbury Avenue, Wood Green, N.22.
■ W— w . 1. Tarbart, 5 Fortess Road, Kentish Town. W. 
Iloyd, 5 Falkland Road, Kentish Town.
T — J. FI. Vullick, x Tyler Street, East Greenwich. Mr. 
Dayton, High Street, Woodside, South Norwood. W. T. 
Andrews, 35 Meetinghouse Lane, Peckham. W. Law, 19 
Avondale Road, Peckham. R. Peirce & Co., 50 High Street, 
Sydenham, S.E.26.

— R. offer, 58 Kenyon Street, Fulham. A. Toleman, 54 
bnttersea Rise. A. Green, 29 Felsham Road, Putney. F. 
b°cke, 500 Fulham Road. F. Lucas, 683 Fulham Road.
• Mr. Fox, 154 King Street, Hammersmith. Mr. Harvey, 
1 Becklow Road, Shepherds Bush. Mr. Baker, Northfield 
Avenue, West Ealing. Thomas Dunbar, 82 Seaford Road, 
Xyest Ealing.
•C— J. Bull, 24 Grays Inn Road.

COUNTRY.
Aberdeenshire.—J. Grieg, 16 Marischol Street, Peterhead. 
®aRrow-in-Furness.—J. Jowett, 56 Forsliaw Street. E. L. 

Jowett, 84 Dalton Road.
®AIH— c . F. Sutton, 16 Union Passage, and 10 Abbey Church­

yard.
bscci,Es.—C. Chase, Station Road.
Birkenhead.—Mr. Capper, Boundary Road, Port Sunlight. 
Birmingham.—J. C. Aston, 39-40 Smallbrook Street. A. G. 

Beacon & Co., 67 & 68 Wocester Street. F. Holder, 42 
Hurst Street. Mr. Benton, High Street, Erdington. Mr. 
timber, Ash Road Post Office, Saltley. Thomas Smith & 
Sons, 19-21 Corporation Street. Messrs. Stanford & Mann, 

New Street.
B°Won.—E. Basnett, Church Street, Westlioughton. W. 

Atkinson, 364 Blackburn Road. Mr. Sims, Bradshawgate. 
George Bennett, Great Moor Street.

Bradford.— H. Beaumont & Son, 37 & 71 Sticker Lane, 
Caisterdyke.

Brighton.—W. Hillman, 4 Little Western Street.
Bristol.—W. H. Smith & Son, Victoria Street.
Broxburn.—Misses Wallace, Main Street.
Cardiff.—W. II. Smith & Son, Penartli Road. A. Clarke, 26 

CVood Street.
Carshaeton.—Mr. Simmons, 29 North Street.
Chatham.—T. Partis, 277 High Street.
C'IeeTenham.—S. Norris, Ambrose Street.
ClifEOMPTON.—A. W. Clitsome, The Square.

RRbyshire.—Mr. Featlierstone, Chapel-en-le-Firth. Mr. 
Boynton, Market Hall, Derby. Harold Goodere, 268 Osmas- 
toil Road, Derby.
Uriah.—J. Kearney, Upper Stephen Street.

T ndef,.—Mr. Cunningham, St. Andrew’s Street. “ The 
Hub,” High Street. Mr. Lamb, 121 Overgate.

'Hinburgh.—Walter P. Cumming, 4 Roseburn Terrace, 
Murrayfield.

Bxrter— T. Fisher, 37 South Street.
.'“ -KIRK.—James Wilson, 76 Graham’s Road. 

aUishead.—Henderson & Birkett, Half Moon Lane.
A asgow.—W. McGill, Herald League, 94 George Street. 

Die Socialist-Labour Bookshop, 46-48, Renfrew Street. 
^Wesend.—Mrs. Troke, 10 Passock Street. Mr. Love, 
Gassick Street. Mr. Gould, Milton Road. Mr. Troke, 
Clarence Place.

■Where to  O b ta in  th e  “ F re e th in k e r  " — Continued.
Hastings.—King Bros., 2 Queen’s Road.
Ipswich.—A. E. Hiskey, Old Cattle Market. T. Shelbourne, 

St. Matthew Street. Mr. Fox, Fore Street. Mr. Fox, St. 
Helen’s Street. Sir. Robertson, Back Plamlet. Mr. Joyce, 
Fore Street.

Jarrow.—L. Prescod, Railway Street.
K ent.—E. J. Voss, 148 Broadway, Bexley Heath.
Lancashire.—John Turner, Scourbottom, Waterford. W.

Restall, Station Bridge, Urmston.
Leeds.—C. H. Pickles, Ltd., 117 Albion Street. J. Bray, 95 

Park Lane. J. Sutcliffe,-West Street.
Liverpool.—S. Reeves, 316 Derby Road, Bootle. W. H. 

Smith & Son, 61 Dale Street.
Manchester.—Mrs. Tole, Whitelow Road, Chorlton-cum- 

Flardy. John Heywood, Ltd., Deansgate. Abel ITeywood 
& Son, 47-61 Lever Street. W. H. Smith & Son, Black- 
friars Street. Mr. Bowman, Leicester Road, Higher 
Broughton. J. Davies, 223 Queen’s Road, Miles Plattins. 

Monmouth.—Mr. Davies, Pontnewynidd. Wm. Morris, 
Windsor Road, Griffithstown. Wyman & Son, Station 
Bookstall, Pontypool Road.

Neath.—W. G. Maybury, 57 Windsor Road. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—W. H. Smith & Son, 2 Forth Place, 

Egdell’s Quayside Newsagency, 16 Side. Mackay Bremer, 
late Watmough’s, 30 Newgate Street. Mrs. Wild, 150 New­
gate Street. Frazer, i n  New Bridge Street. T. Hirst, 
6 Raby Street, Byker. M. E. Potter, High Spen.

Norfolk.—IF. & H. Priest, Norwich Street, Fakenham. E. 
W. Jordan, 7 St. Benedict Street, Norwich. IF. L. Roberts, 
76 Barn Road, Norwich.

Northampton.—Mr. Bates, Bridge Street. A. Bryan, Barracks 
Road.

Northumberland.—J. H. Spedding, 103 Newbiggin Road, 
Seaton Hirst, Ashington. Portland Printing Works, Station 
Road, Hirst, Ashington.

Nottingham.—S. Pinder, 49 Bridlesmith Gate. Messrs.
Berry & Son, Bentiuck Road.

Paisley.—The Progressive Bookstall, 43 New Street. 
Plymouth.—F. J. Wake, 10 Martin Street.
Preston.—Mr. Cottam, Tulkeith Brow.
Rotherham.—James Stansfield, College Street. 
Southend-on-Sea.—Harold Elliott, 1 Belle Vue Terrace. 
Stockton-on-Tees.—Mr. Elgie, Bowesfield Lane.
Swansea.—Reformers’ Book Shop, Alexandra Road. 
Tkddington.—H. H. Holwill, 105 High Street.
Torquay.—L. Priston, 103 Union Street. A. Priston, 47 

Market Street. A. Peters, Old Mill Road, Chelston. Mr. 
Ronayne Walnut Road. H. Peters, 193 Union Street. W. 
J. Peters, 37 Union Street. Mr. Hunt, Lucius Street. 

WALSALL-—The Old Book Shop, 59 Green Lane. 
Weston-super-Mare.—W. H. Smith & Son, Magdala Build­

ings, Walliscote Road. W. Trapnell, 82 Meadow Street. A. 
IF. Hobbs, 21 Oxford Street. C. W. Maynard, 21 Locking 
Road.

Wilmslow.—J. IF. Bayley, Manchester Road.

An Ideal Gift-Book.
REALISTIC APHORISMS AND PURPLE 

PATCHES
Collected by A r th u r  B. F allo w s , M.A.

Those who enjoy brief pithy sayings, conveying in a few 
lines what so often takes pages to tell, will appreciate the 
issue of a book of this character. It gives the essence of what 
virile thinkers of many ages have to say on life, while avoid­
ing sugary commonplaces and stale platitudes. There is 
material for an essay on every page, and a thought-provoker 
in every paragraph. Those who are on the look-out for a 
suitable gift-book that is a little out of the ordinary will find 

here what they-are seeking.

320 pp., Cloth Gilt, 5s., by post 5s. sd.; Paper Covers, 
3s. 6d., by post 3s. roj^d.

The “  FREETH INKER ”  for 1922.
Strongly bound in Cloth, Gilt Lettered, with Title- 

page. Price 17s. 6d., postage is.
Only a very limited number of copies are to be had, and 

orders should be placed at once.

T he Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4,
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NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY
President:

C H A P M A N  C O H E N .
Secretary:

Miss E. M. V ance, 62 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4.

P rin cip les and Objects.
Secularism teaches that conduct should be based on 

reason and knowledge. It knows nothing of divine 
guidance or interference; it excludes supernatural hopes 
and fears; it regards happiness as man’s proper aim, and 
utility as his moral guide.

Secularism affirms that Progress is only possible 
through Liberty, which is at once a right and a d u ty ; and 
therefore seeks to remove every barrier to the fullest equal 
freedom of thought, action, and speech.

Secularism declares that theology is condemned by 
reason as superstitious, and by experience as mischievous, 
and assails it as the historic enemy of Progress.

Secularism accordingly seeks to dispel superstition; to 
spread education; to disestablish religion; to rationalize 
m orality; to promote peace; to dignify labour; to extend 
material well-being; and to realize the self-government of 
the people. ______

The Funds of the National Secular Society are legally 
secured by Trust Deed. The trustees are the President, 
Treasurer and Secretary of the Society, with two others 
appointed by the Executive. There is thus the fullest 
possible guarantee for the proper expenditure of whatever 
funds the Society has at its disposal.

The following is a quite sufficient form for anyone who 
desires to benefit the Society by legacy :—

I hereby give and bequeath (Here insert particulars of 
legacy), free of all death duties, to the Trustees of the 
National Secular Society for all or any of the purposes 
of the Trust Deed of the said Society.

M em bership.
Any person is eligible as a member on signing the 

following declaration :—
I desire to join the National Secular Society, and I 

pledge myself, if admitted as a member, to co-operate in 
promoting its objects.

Name.....................................................................................

Address..................................................................................

Occupation............................................................................

Dated this..........day of.............................................. 19......

This declaration should be transmitted to the Secretary 
with a subscription.

P.S .— Beyond a minimum of Two Shillings per year, 
every member is left to fix his own subscription according 
to his means and interest in the cause.
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