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Views and Opinions.
Pa8t and the Present.

Carlyle described man as a tool-using animal, and 
0,1 the score of accuracy no fault can be found with the 
statenient. But for that matter, if we define a tool as 
anything which is used by an organism to achieve 
a desired end, animals also are tool users. With this 
Important distinction. In the case of the animal the 
°°1—Teeth, claws, etc.— is a part of itself. It is 

Passed on from generation to generation, but through 
'e channel of biological heredity. Kill the individual 

?"’mal and his share in the transmission of the tool 
¡J ended. With man the tools by which he achieves 

e conquest of his environment— a club, a spear, a 
sPade, etc.— are not part of himself. They are not 
<iVon made by himself, being made up of accretions 

'ring many generations. They are not transmitted 
y biological heredity, but through the heredity of a 
°ntinuous social life. The individual may die, but 

tool he has discovered, or made, does not die with
mm. -
the

It passes into the social treasury, and becomes 
del Pr°I>erty the species. Henceforth it is indepen- 
ajj °I any individual; it has become the property of 
j ’ an(I only the destruction of all can annihilate it. 
do ."S vvay we have the curious result that while man 
aeid n°* achieve immortality as an individual, he docs

Phra a limited and indefinite • immortality (the
tli- f*S0 “ iay he passed) for his inventions. And on 

tact hangs the whole secret of human progress. 
Ph° s â*-’onary character of animal societies may be 
ttllCL(t to the credit of the fact that there exists no 
by .. S0cial medium. With man this does exist, and 
o f '“cans of language, and institutions the inventions
°n t'e id e a t io n  arc preserved, added to, and passed 
s°cret another. In this circumstance lies the whole 

°f human progress.

4
S u t t o n  of Endowment. 

ot],0r a.r h is all to the good. But there is an obvious 
the p.S,<̂e *° the process. If social heredity transmits 
mits tl°d things achieved by the individual, it trans­
latin' *C )̂a<̂ 0I1CS a ŝo- Social heredity transmits the 
Us the " couraRc in the service of man which gives 
ĥ Uie exPlorer, the .scientific investigator, the re­
’s a. Ihit it gives also the soldier, whose existence 

this*Ur0
'» itli

Pean
the

moment threatening the well-being of 
civilization. If social heredity presents us 

’deas of a Marcus Aurelius, it gives 11s also

those of a Torquemada. Good and bad in life are 
closely related, and the same conditions that permit 
the transmission of the one serve to hand on the 
other. This condition gives point to a closing remark 
of Professor Kenny’s in the article on the blasphemy 
laws with which I have recently dealt. Speaking of 
two important legal decisions, one which legalized a 
bequest for Freethouglit purposes, the other making 
it permissible to bequeath money for the saying of 
masses for the benefit of the testator’s soul, Professor 
Kenny asks whether this is the final stage. And he 
says:—  ' >■

I foresee the possibility that a future legislature, 
alive to the supreme importance of truth and to the 
value of unbiassed enquiry and discussion as the best 
avenue of truth, may some day advance to the point 
of prohibiting all permanent endowments for the 
maintenance of any crystallized form of doctrine upon 
any subject, sacred or secular. For such endowments 
tend to preserve that doctrine into a factitious sur­
vival, and so mar the uniformity with which the 
judgment of mankind, if left to its normal action, 
would have travelled towards truth.

Now I must confess that I have considerable, if not 
entire, sympathy with this view. It expresses one 
aspect of social evolution which is very largely ignored. 
Speaking generally one may say that we are so much 
on our guard against the possible injury that is often 
done to society by admittedly bad men, that we 
unwittingly ignore the actual injury that may be done 
by the very good ones. After all, the criminal 
character, or the man whose influence on society is 
recognisably bad, is not much of a threat to our 
security. His actions advertise their warning nature. 
But the one who stands out as a man of worth to his 
own generation is very apt to become a burden to his 
successors. Because he is a good man while alive, he 
becomes a standard for others after he is dead. I11 
this way he becomes a drag instead of acting as an 
impetus for good. The world takes little heed of the 
principles that the life of the good man should illus­
trate, it aims mostly at perpetuating his actual teach­
ings, with distastrous results to all concerned. It is 
as a French writer has said, the only real enemies of 
humanity are its dead. It is their ghostly hands which 
clutch the living present by the throat, and in the 
name of the past threaten to keep it down to its former 
level.

* * #
The Dead Hand.

The grasp of the dead hand is nowhere more in 
evidence than it is with religion. The whole circle of 
ideas that go to the make-up of religion belong to the 
past. They spring out of conditions that are not to 
be found to-day save in the more primitive communi­
ties, and appeal to ideas that find no warranty in the 
existing state of knowledge. More than that, and 
worse than that, they are incarnated in institutions, 
some of them extremely wealthy, all of them more or 
less powerful, and are so enabled to maintain an army 
of sworn and paid defenders, the majority of whom 
argue their brief for no other reason than that they 
are paid a substantial retaining fee. There can be
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no reasonable question that were religious ideas left 
to make their way solely on the strength of their appeal 
to the educated intelligence of to-day its power and 
influence would undergo a marked and rapid decline. 
It retains its position mainly because it is main­
tained by the factor stressed by Professor Kenny. 
The huge endowments of the Church, which serve 
as the prime condition of the social prestige it has, 
enable it to control the situation from the outset. 
Generation after generation it is able to buy and train 
an army of defenders who once within the camp fight 
for the continuance of the institutions to which they 
owe their position, as officials everywhere fight for 
the perpetuation of the offices that give them their 
being. And it follows that, as Professor Kenny says, 
all such endowments tend to give to outworn doctrines 
a lease of life they would not otherwise have, and so 
saddle the new generation with a burden it need not 
carry.

* * *
A Premium on Ignorance.

In a way the law does recognise this by its bar on 
perpetuities. A t law a legacy cannot be left so that 
only the income may be spent. The capital must not 
be preserved for ever in that way and so make itself 
immortal. But there are two exceptions to this. One 
is where the bequest is for charitable purposes, which 
is open to little objection; the other is for religion, 
which is open to a great deal of objection. For it per­
petuates the past in the direction in which it is most 
likely to do the greatest harm. It not alone gives to 
the bundle of outworn ideas that go to make up a 
religion a factitious life, but it serves as a drag upon 
even the moderate amount of progress that is attempted 
within the limits of a Church. A  great many of the 
stupid doctrines of the Churches might have been 
long since dead, but for the endowments which sup­
port them. Every liberal minded man within the 
Church feels this whenever he attempts a forward 
move. And it has another effect of throwing power 
into the hands of those least qualified by nature to 
wield it. It is the less advanced, the more ignorant 
who stand forward as champions of the “  purity ”  of 
religion, the better informed and the more cultured 
who must leave the Church and seek a freer life out­
side. A  Church that has no room for a Charles Darwin 
elects a Wilmington Ingram to one of its most im­
portant posts. Men of that stamp control the situation 
mainly because they command the endowments that 
have been piled up. There is no doubt whatever that 
the present system of endowments in relation to re­
ligion does inflict a very real injury upon society. 
Progress is only possible on condition that the past is 
'undergoing a constant revision, and that its objects 
and its teaching shall be constantly overhauled in the 
interests of a larger and saner social life.

* * *

'The Claims of the Present.
I think, therefore, that Professor Kenny is probably 

•correct in forecasting that some legislature of the 
future “  alive to the supreme importance of truth and 
to the value of unbiassed enquiry as the best avenue 
of truth,”  may well consider it advisable to place re­
ligious endowments upon the same level as endowments 
left for other purposes. To endow a doctrine in such 
a way that the endowment does not admit of being 
diverted, completely expended, or utilized in a way 
that is beneficial to the community, is to place the 
living under the direct control of the dead, and to 
close the door to further improvement. Man, as I 
have said, is a tool-using animal, and among the most 
important of the tools he uses are the ideas that are 
born of the experience of the race. But these tools 
may be either good or bad, helpful or injurious. More 
important still, the tools that are useful at one stage

become useless or dangerous at another. It is not the 
circumstance of religious ideas being false that makes 
them so dangerous. False ideas have flourished in 
politics, in science, and in sociology. But here the 
objection to their removal was not so strong, and at 
any rate their being questioned could not be made a 
crime. In religion once an idea is accepted and 
established the road to improvement is barred ; to 
question its truth becomes a crime. An army of men 
are paid, not to seek truth, but to teach specific doc­
trines whose truth must be taken for granted. It lS 
in this way that religion has inflicted its deadliest 
injury on society, and its endowments have been the 
retaining fees paid by the ghosts of the past in order 
to bind, the living present. That is a consideration 
which some legislature of the future may well take 
in hand. A  prevention of this can do injustice to 
none. It can only prevent injustice being done to all-

Chapman Coiif,n . .

Percy Bysshe Shelley.

11
T he P oet.

On August 4, 1S92, the centenary of Shelley’s birth 
was celebrated at Horsham, when Mr. Edmund Gosse, 
the well-known writer, pronounced an eulogium upon 
the poet. We refer to that occasion merely in order 
to protest with deepest emphasis against the wholly 
unwarrantable contrast Mr. Gossc drew between the 
man and the poet. According to this modern PhihS" 
tine, Shelley the man was an undesirable, even 
dangerous character, “  the revolutionist, the enemy 
kings and priests, the extravagant and paradoxical 
humanitarian.”  The late Mr. G. W . Foote availed 
himself of the very first opportunity to write a scathmf? 
and convincing criticism of Mr. Gosse’s address, which 
appears in Flowers of Freethouglit, pp. 61-71. Fu- 
Foote says : —

Mr. Gosse himself appears to have an “ intclligeÎ  
aversion ” to Shelley’s principles. lie  professes a 
great admiration for Shelley’s poetry; hut he regain* 
it as a sort of beautiful landscape, which has no othcr 
purpose than gratifying the aesthetic taste of d'e 
spectator. For the poet’s teaching he feels or affect5 
a lofty contempt. »Shelley the singer was at best 
callow enthusiast. Had lie lived as long as 
Gossc, and moved in the same dignified society» 11 
would have acquired an “ intelligent aversion ” 0 
the indiscretions of his youthful passion for rcfoF’j. 
ing the world; but fate decided otherwise, and he 1 

. unfortunate enough to be the subject of Mr. Gossc 
admonitions. '

As a matter of fapt Shelley was the poet of social afl 
ilitical revolt. Even as a child, he tells 11s, his vvh° 

being rebelled against the false social distinction5 
his day, founded on ignorance, privilege, and Prcff11. 
dice. He recalls in the Revolt of Islam a fresh 
dawn : —

When I walked forth upon the glittering grass,
And wept, I knew not why; until there rose 
From the near school-room, voices, that, alas!
Were but one echo from a world of woes—
The harsh and grating strife of tyrants and of f°c5‘ ^

How passionately he loved liberty, and his h3* ^  
of tyranny and oppression was like a red-hot firc 1,1 Q[ 
veins. I11 the Ode to Liberty he traces the story 
evolution till he arrive;» at man, when he finds tha 

This human living multitude 
Was savage, cunning, blind, and rude,

For thou wert not; but o’er the populous solitude 
Like one fierce cloud over a waste of waves,
Hung tyranny; beneath, sat deified 
The sister pest, congregator of slaves. ^

It is perfectly true that we do not regard the P 
as a teacher, pure and simple. As Shelley says i*1
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Preface to Prometheus Unbound, didactic poetry was 
lls abhorrence, being fully persuaded that “  until the 
nunc! can love, and admire, and trust, and hope, and 
endure, reasoned principles of moral conduct are seeds 
cast upon the highway of life, which the unconscious 
Passenger tramples into dust, although they would 
. °ar the harvest of his happiness.”  It is inspiration, 
rather than instruction, that Shelley brings irs, his 
Purpose being “  to familiarize the highly refined 
Pagination of the more select classes of poetical 
Waders with beautiful idealisms of moral excellence/' 

e Paints liberty as irresistibly lovable, and tyranny 
as equally hateful.

He refers to a Scotch philosopher who acknowledged 
,,lat the poet had what he characteristically termed 

a Passion for reforming the world,”  adding : “  What 
Passion incited him to write his book he omits to 
Pplain. For my i>art, I had rather be damned with 

ato and Lord Bacon than go to heaven with Paley 
aud Malthus.”  That he had “  a passion for reforming 

10 world ”  is beyond all doubt; and it is as incontro- 
Prtible that in his opinion religion was the chief 

Stacie to reform. Trelawny, who was on terms of 
’c most intimate friendship with him to the very end

^ h is  life, assures us that he was a thorough-going

foil,
B

Wist to the day of his death. Mr. Foote gives the 
owing quotations from his Records of Shelley and 

yron :■

Some years ago, one of the most learned of the 
English Bishops questioned me regarding Shelley; 
ho expressed both admiration and astonishment at his 
learning and writings. I said to the Bishop, “  You 
know lie was an Atheist.”  lie  said, “  Yes.”  I 
answered, “  It is the key and the distinguishing 
quality of all he wrote. Now that people arc begin- 
Unig to distinguish men by their works, and not 

. ereeds, the critic;?, to bring him into vogue, arc trying 
1° make out that Shelley was not an Atheist, that he 
Was rather a religious man. Would it be right in me, 
or anyone who knew him, to aid or sanction such a 
fraud ? ”  The Bishop said : “  Certainly not, there is 
nothing righteous but truth.”  And there our eon- 
versation ended.

th"cl yet there arc divines among us to-day who have 
audacity to assert that Shelley never was an 

sit *L'St at a an<̂  ^’at ^1C pamphlet The Neccs- 
c0y °f  ̂theism was not meant to be taken as a serious 
IjJ'l^'bution on the subject. Others freely admit that

bfit it
1 1Tnist bm borne in mind'that his expulsion oc- 

Prjrro<b in March, 1811, and that yet in Queen Mab, 
roJ at%  printed in the spring of 1813, the great 

ain’s “  There is no God.”  Here he exclaims : —
Spirit of Nature! all-sufTicing Power,
Necessity! thou mother of the world!
Unlike the God of human error, thou 
Bequir’st no prayers or praises.

Spirit says that when lie was an infant his mother
'The

to see an Atheist burned. It was an extremely
Pile 'St’nR spectacle. The priests were around the
si]0 1,1 their dark robes, and a multitude gazed in 

Mice—

Mid as the culprit passed with dauntless mien, 
einpered disdain in his unaltering eye,

wfrk a quiet smile, shone calmly'forth; 
j j ,e thirsty fire crept round his manly limbs; 
jj!s msoluie eyes were scorched to blindness soon;
Tin 'fr'ith-pang rent my heart I the insensate mob 

cred a cry of triumph, and I wept.

k. -■  said " There is no God.”
1 hat fi
QiipJ ncn. is the burden of the philosophical poem | Lcn ju.,

not, child! cried my mother, for that man

thg

flfab. It is an argument which has never once 
0,1,  ̂1,tod against the belief in the existence of 

eUb0r n fr’e copious notes appended Shelley carefully 
°f fhe argument, dwelling at length on each

arce sources of knowledge, the senses, reason,

and testimony, and coming to the following inevitable 
conclusion : —

Hence it is evident that having no proofs from 
either of the three sources of conviction, the mind 
cannot believe the existence of a creative God; it is 
also evident that, as belief is a passion of the mind, 
no degree of criminality is attachable to disbelief; 
and that they only are reprehensible who neglect to 
remove the false medium through which their mind 
views any subject of discussion. Every reflecting 
mind must acknowledge that there is no proof of the
existence of a Deity......God is represented as infinite,
eternal, incomprehensible; he is contained under 
every predicate in non that the logic of ignorance 
could fabricate. Even his worshippers allow that it 
is impossible to form any idea of him ; they exclaim 
with the French poet, Pour dire ce qu’ il est, il faut 
être lui-même.

There is absolutely no warrant in any of Shelley’s 
later writings for the statement that lie repudiated 
Atheism before he died. Besides, it was only during 
the last year or two of the poet’s life that Edward 
Trelawny enjoyed an intimate friendship with him, 
and his testimony ought to be finally conclusive. It is 
well-known that on a famous occasion Shelley wrote 
“  Atheist ”  after his name. Trelawny informs us that 
“  he never regretted having done so,”  and then 
adds : —

The principal fault I have to find is that Shelleyan 
writers, being Christians themselves, seem to think 
that a man of genius cannot be an Atheist, and so 
they strain their own faculties to disprove what 
Shelley asserted from the earliest stage of his career 
to the last day of his life. He ignored all religions 
as superstitions.

Mr. A. H. Koszul, in his Introduction to Every­
man’s Edition of Shelley’s Poems, published in 1907, 
evinces his complete incompetence to act as the poet’s 
interpreter in the following curious passage : —

He has led us far froln the “  There is no God ” of 
Queen Mab before we come to the awe-stricken 
answers of Prometheus (ii. 4).

Who made the living world ?
God.

Who made all
That it contains : thought, passion, reason, will,
Imagination ?

God, Almighty Godl

Surely, the veriest literary tyro can see that Dcmo- 
gorgon, Milton’s “  dreaded name,”  whom Spenser 
depicts as “  dwelling in the deep abyss where the 
three fatal sisters dwell,”  is only used by Shelley as a 
purely dramatic character, and certainly not as a 
medium of reliable information about God as Maker 
and Ruler of the world. Of course, Demogorgon is as 
mythical as Prometheus himself, or Jupiter, Apollo, or 
Panthca. The truth is that Prometheus Unbound does 
not contain a single line which can legitimately be con­
strued into a plea for either Deism, Theism, or 
Christianity; but it docs speak of man as ideally—

Equal, unclassed, tribcless, and nationless,
Exempt from awe, worship, degree, the king 
Over himself ; just, gentle, wise.

To Matthew Arnold God was not a person, but a 
power, not ourselves, making for righteousness, the 
power of the Eternal which is unknown and unknow­
able ; but Shelley regarded such power as objectively 
non-existent. He says : —

What is that Power? Some moonstruck sophist stood 
•Watching the shade from his own soul upthrown 
Fill Heaven and darken Earth, and in such mood 
The Form he saw and worshipped was his own,
Ilis likeness in the world’s vast mirror shown.

Both as man and as poet Shelley was essentially a 
social reformer. He had, indeed, “  a passion for re­
forming the world, and in his poetry it has found an
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immortal expression. Brief and full of trouble was 
his life, but it was long enough for him to make the 
priceless discovery

That the glory far above 
All else in life is Love, oh Love!

J. T. L lo yd .

Whitewashing a Sepulchre.

The entire early training and life of England’s higher 
ecclesiastics seems to render the majority of them in­
capable of taking in facts patent to everyone else.

—The Duke of Argyll.

T he second report of the Bishop of Gloucester’s com­
mittee on Prayer Book revision has been issued. It 
is not without interest to Freethinkers as it represents 
the result of fifteen years’ discussion in the Convoca­
tion of Canterbury on the subject of bringing 
ecclesiastical ideas into some attempt at conformity 
with modern views.

Matthew Arnold poked polite fun at a former 
Bishop of Gloucester who had declared publicly his 
intention of doing something for the honour of the 
Godhead. Many of the poet’s sarcasms are applicable 
to the present Bishop, who has been engaged, with 
other lawn-sleeved gentlemen of leisure, in the 
pleasing pastime of attempting to make the archaic 
and unreal language of the Book of Common Prayer 
acceptable to the ladies who sit in the pews at 
churches.

The report is likely to satisfy nobody except those 
wicked Freethinkers who delight in the discomfiture 
of the clergy. The Bishop of Gloucester’s committee 
has been busy whitewashing a sepulchre, but the 
white exterior does not disguise effectively the moral 
character of the mausoleum. A  book of over one 
hundred page^ is filled with verbal alterations, and, 
characteristically, the committee suggest that the 
alterations are optional. The blunt, outspoken lan­
guage of the Marriage Service has been softened, but 
the woman is still regarded as the weaker vessel. The 
service of public baptism, which is usually attended 
by people who rarely go to church at any other time, 
has been simplified. The committee also suggest 
fewer cursings for use on Ash Wednesday, and so 
forth and so on.

Some time since the House of Convocation of 
Canterbury decided to abandon some of the purple 
passages of the Old Testament. Psalm lviii, and other 
sacred lyrics attributed to King David, fell under the 
clerical displeasure. This ecclesiastical camouflage is 
not likely to serve for long. The Psalms are an in­
tegral part of the Bible, and David, “  the man after 
God’s own heart,”  is far too closely allied with the 
legendary figure of Christ to be thrown thus rudely to 
the rubbish-heap without disastrous consequences to 
orthodoxy. It is not only a desperate policy, but a 
precedent which will exert, in the long run, anything 
but a happy effect on the Christian position.

The Psalms were written by Orientals many cen­
turies ago, and have been regarded by religious people 
as the inspired utterances of the Almighty ever since. 
Now the ecclesiastics have dismissed King David as 
though he was a chorister with Trades Union ideas. 
What is wrong with the fifty-eighth Psalm ? It is a 
comparatively short one, but the clergy admit that it is 
“  un-Christian in character,”  which is a polite way 
of saying that it is entirely out of harmony with 
modern huhanistic ideas. This is how Psalm lviii
runs : —

The righteous shall rejoice when he seeth the ven­
geance; he shall wash his feet in the blood of the 
wicked. So that a man shall say, verily, there is a

reward for the righteous; verily is he a God that 
judgeth in the earth.

It will be seen that the ecclesiastics have not 
selected the worst utterances in the Bible. Other 
Psalms are open to the same grave objections, as, f°r 
instance, the inspired cursings in Psalm cix : —

When he shall be judged, let him be condemned 1
and let his prayer become sin. Let his days be feW, 
and let another take his office. Let his children be 
fatherless, and his wife a widow. Let his children 
be continually vagabonds, and beg; let them seek 
their bread also out of their desolate places.

And, again, in Psalm c x x x v ii: —
Happy shall he be, that taketli and daslieth th) 

little ones against the stones.

Observe the clergy have themselves started to Pu  ̂
the Bible and Prayer Book to pieces. King David, 
“  the man after God’s own heart,”  thus comes in f°r 
tardy, but none the less deserved, rebuke. For David
is now seen to be a barbarian, and the champions of

the Bible are obliged to throw the Oriental savag® 
overboard in order to absolve their deity from tl>c 
crimes and vices of his favourite.

This revision of the Prayer Book of the Establish®1' 
Church is no mere academic discussion. To the 
ordinary man and woman the Book of Common Pra>'cr 
reflects the atmosphere of the Middle Ages, with 5 
pre-Shakespearean language, and the ideas in th® 
volume are inconsistent with modern views. Th® 
clergy realize that their influence is on the wane, ai'1 
seek to placate public opinion by tame proposals 0 
tinkering the text of the sacred volume. The alter*'''
tions in the Prayer Book are an attempt to whitewast i v y i i v j  » 1 *  n i v  v  1  u i  v  u n  i v y  y y j i i v  —

a sepulchre, to make as attractive as possible a de® 
religion. MimnerMüS-

Canst Thou by Searching Find 
Out Man P

O ne of the most remarkable men that ever lived ""5 
a Greek who flourished in the fifth century B-Cj' 
namely, Herodotus. An immense curiosity possess® 
him, and made him an extensive traveller. Born 
Asia Minor, he crossed seas, rivers, hills, and desert5’ 
explored regions round the Black sea, and visd®f

in

Babylon, Greece, Egypt, and the northern shores
Africa. an"Everywhere he went he asked questions, -  ̂
listened to stories in palaces, temples, cottages, 9 
by the wayside. He wanted to know all that  ̂ ^
possible to learn about various tribes and nations, ""

, th®f

li®

how they got their living, how they dressed, how 
fought, how they mourned, how they made mcrfJ 
how they worshipped. Out of the information 
picked up he made a book, “  in the hope of thet®  ̂
preserving from decay the remembrance of what ” j 
have done.”  His anecdotes and sketches arc s , 
popular with us, and Will remain so through the a£ 
for example, this note of his on E g y p t: —

In social meetings among the rich, when 
banquet is ended, a servant carries round to ,efl 
several guests a coffin, in which there is a

tli®
tH®

a 'v°
image of a corpse, carved and painted to reSf\vv®
nature as nearly as possible, about a cubit °r
cubits in length. As he shows it to each g"e 
turn, the servant says, “  Gaze here, and drin̂ > 
be m erry; for when you die, such will you h®-

■ st in
an"

r V
Such are his little pictures of life. Of his larg®1

aftures, the most famous is his account of the " 
e Persians against the Greeks, the Persian , 

of boats across the Dardanelles, the Persian ,0g. 
defeat at Salamis, and the flight of the Persia11 
I suppose he must have read scraps of his arti® fC-
various friends as they sat under plane-trees,
dined on couches at the supper-table.

of

The r®slI,t



2, IÇ22 THE FREETHINKER 421JUIA

Aat he was invited to read his history book aloud to 
Public assemblies of the Athenians, and he received 
a gift from the city funds.

Other Greeks, as, for instance, Archimedes and 
Eiales, exercised their curiosity on external nature, 
and studied land-measuring (geometry), stars, weight, 
Motion, animals, plants, physiology, etc. Thus, the 
Greeks were distinguished for a dual pursuit of know- 
kdge, that of man, and that of the Cosmos. The 
knowledge of man cannot be attained except on a 
basis of a knowledge of nature, or environment. But 
finally, of the two sorts, or aspects, of science, that 
which directly relates to man is the most vital. To 
Understand something of the economy of the world—  
chemistry-, physics, biology, and the rest— is valuable; 
nut most valuable of all is a comprehension of our 
"'man kin. In that sense, the art of an Herodotus 
°r a Shakespeare is more essential than the art of a 

"ales or a Newton. So, also, those nations which 
ac(luire the art of observing and respecting the cus- 
l°ms and ideals of their fellowT-nations contribute 
"'ore to the progress of civilization than those which 
attach the chief value to the natural sciences and their 
ec°"o"'ic applications. But, of course, the effort of 
"'ankind should be to combine all orders of know- 
C('ge into one service of the general welfare.

H, as far as we are able, we compare the libraries 
0 the early ages with the libraries of modern cities, 

Sec that what I have called the art of Herodotus 
as gained an enormous enlargement. That is to say, 
le man of the twentieth century is not only as curious 

as Herodotus was, but he knows a tremendous deal 
ni°re about humanity as a whole. It is just a hundred 
j.cars since Auguste Comte began to outline the Posi- 

Ve Philosophy, which made humanity the centre of 
act'on, thought, art, and love. Then followed Charles 

arwin, with his “  Descent of Man ”  doctrine. And 
etl followed an ever-augmenting host of inquirers 

y. . discoverers— investigators of the mind, like 
orA am Janles> or G'c social mind, like Durkheim 

MacDougall; or of communal customs, like Spencer 
like A?10" in Australia; or of a racial ethic and poetry, 

® Margaret Noble in India; or of the myth-making 
t. ' god-making faculty through the ages, like Sir 

"les Frazer; and so on.
a , le Poet who wrote the dramatic dialogue of Job 
; C‘V> “ Canst thou by searching find out God? ” and 
js . 1C(1 that the search would not be successful. Such 
^"'deed, the intentional irony of that Agnostic poem. 
Uian?1'6 rlUest'on> ”  Canst thou by searching find out 
bc ' can be answered with a “  Yes.”  Man has
tjjp11Laying to know himself (“  Know thyself,”  said 

e Greet- „...1
"̂est

teck philosophers) for many centuries, and the 
f"lV>C IS 110t 'n va*n> an<l it will go on evermore fruit

0
>1

C011C cco"omic and .moral pace, like children in a

people 
Sa'"c

" Paper, it is easy to plan a world in which all the 
"1 all the continents, should advance at the

tiot "'r'i'Sehoo] standard. But the realities of life do 
fevv ° ,<-‘y Paper plans. What has happened is that a 
lar,/ ^ t res'of action, in China, in India, and partial' 
tako n Westcrn Europe, take the lead, and necessarily 
SeiV(,s 10 Mad. The factors have so grouped them- 
oUr for practical purposes, we Westerners (and
cotn0s111(lrcd oversea) adopt the initiative. Hence it 
Progr aH°ut that we Westerners both glory more in 

pCSS eiiected. and curse more at the obstacles. 
lution rscs do good. For example, the French Revo­
ke I*oPerly cursed the old European order. But

’ as f'nie goes on, devise better methods. Take 
asc ofrj(j war. All sane citizens wish earnestly to 

thmu..of it. I fear not a few well-meaning people
get
S k

lkey ey have done their part in the abolition when 
'Vlt’i Krim emphasis, “  War is a relic of

togive Tr ' * k'°r reasons which I need not now stop 
’ do"bt if the statement is true. In any case,

it carries us an exceedingly small way towards salva­
tion. I regret to observe that many minds content 
themselves with uttering this and similar curses. Such 
an attitude is one of sheer laziness. What we need 
is a painstaking and unresting search for the natural 
causes of war in man, and man’s material conditions. 
This implies an intense examination of human geo­
graphy (soil, food, climate, frontiers, etc.), and a close 
analysis of human motives, human powers, and human 
ambitions. I have read a heap of learned volumes on 
psychology and ethics; and I do not hesitate to say 
that vast areas of human nature still await the illumin­
ing ray of science. But I would like to add that one 
may behold numerous and joyful signs of activity in 
this vital research.

I was brought up in the Evangelical Christian 
Church, and I can testify to the fervent zeal with 
which disciples of that form of faith sought to know 
God, and sought to explain God. That theology, and 
all other theologies, will pass away. But why? The 
basic reason is that they become less and less needed 
by humanity the more and more humanity under­
stands its own capacities and splendours. This self- 
knowledge demands courage (yes, courage !), patience, 
skill, perseverance— qualities the very reverse of lazi­
ness. Surely modern man will be willing to show more 
good sense and more devotion in the study of his own 
mind and history than earlier men applied to the study 
of the gods ! Only by such study— co-operative study 
in all civilized communities— will the evils of war, 
disease, sex disorders, and poverty be removed.

You see the consequence of parting with the gods. 
We shall all have to work harder in the business of 
fraternity, light, beauty, and health ! F. J. G ould .

“ A  Clergyman in H e ll! ”

n.
(Concluded from page 406.)

‘ ‘ IF I had searched England,”  says our rector, “  I 
could not have found a congregation containing more 
remarkable and eccentric types of humanity.”  We 
are given a selection of the types, some of them 
brought note books, in which they dotted down any 
deviation from the appropriate vesture to be worn by 
the clergy during service.

These “  sartorial ”  ladies discovered that I had 
worn blue or red or white, when they expected me
to wear green......Actually, I was wearing the
sequence as prescribed by the old Sarium code, 
instead of the colours in more common use.

Other ladies specialize in footwear, they scrutinized 
the Rector’s boots to see whether they were properly 
laced and polished : —

Should I, on a stormy evening, enter the chuYcli 
with a heavy pair of hoots, instead of the dainty 
sanctuary shoes on which they insist, the incident 
becomes the gossip of the parish during the next 
twenty-four hours. By the end of the week this event 
has been handled with such imaginative hostility 
that I am being described as the parson who preaches 
in sporting-dress, in Wellington boots, and a light 
tweed suit.

Another type he classifies as “ prompters.”  These 
ladies have made a thorough study of Church services 
and ritual, and are ready to pounce like a weasel on 
the slightest mistake or variation. They sit close up 
in front, ready for business. Says Air. Synnott: —

And so I occasionally hear a loud whisper saying, 
“  No, not hymn 140, hymn 130,”  or “  Please go 
slower, Rector,”  or “  Please don’t forget the bene­
diction.”  I remember on one occasion that after 
had pronounced the absolution, one imperious lady 
worshipper, who had forgotten, or not heard it, stood



'422 THE FREETHINKER Ju ly  2, 1922

up in her pew and authoritatively commanded, 
“  Please pronounce the absolution.”

Another type of women must surely be “  more 
terrible than an army with banners.”  This type take 
charge of their husbands and bring them to church 
as if they were in custody. Mr. Synnott says : —

I have seen them enter with a spouse, who seems 
to be decidedly frightened of his wife’s frown. Some 
of the wives go further than frowning. They nudge 
their husbands, and sometimes kick them behind the 
shelter of a pew.

Good Lord! What do they do to them at home? 
When the service is over these women kneel in silent 
prayer for a long time while the husbands, like 
Milton’s Angels, “  stand and wait,”  bearing their 
wives’ sable coats.

The devotions over, the patient husband helps his 
wife into her furs. She then takes charge again, and 
leads her husband to the waiting car. Their religious 
observances are over for the week.

Then there was the literary variety. The Rector 
says : —

They bring their own literature with them into 
church. As soon as I start my sermon they produce 
a new novel with a gaudy cover— the latest effort of 
Marie Corelli or Elinor G lyn ! There is nothing 
surreptitious about their reading in church. They 
do not rest the book on their lap and make pretence 
that they are reading the pnfyer-book or the Scrip 
tures. Instead, they hold the novel high up before 
their face and turn over the leaves, careless of the 
rustling, which can be heard clearly all over the 
church.

What would I not have given to have been allowed 
to take Robinson Crusoe, or Treasure Island with me 
to our dreary old chapel when I was a boy, but I was 
not allowed to read them even at home on a Sunday; 
to read them at chapel would have been rank sacri­
lege. But to return to the scandal and gossip of 
Rusper.

Mr. Synnott, the Rector, and hero of this story, 
tells us that while at Rusper he made the discovery 
that seven centuries ago Rusper was notorius as a 
home of gossip, “  even in those remote times the 
talking women of Rusper had attained to fame in 
towns and villages far beyond the parish borders. 
The Rector thinks there must be something in the 
soil or the air of this village to account for it. How­
ever that may be, the fact stands recorded that in the 
thirteenth century the Bishop of Chichester paid a 
special visit to a nunnery at Rusper to impose a vow 
of silence on the sisterhood who occupied it. “  The 
holy women,”  says the Rector, “  must have resented 
any interference with what may have been even in 
those days, a recognised custom.”

Certain it is, however, that this vow of silence,
• was flagrantly disobeyed, and that the nuns of the 

village indulged their practice of gossiping even ns 
the residents of Rusper do to this day. About a year 
after the vow had been imposed, the fame of the busy 
tongues of the Rusper sisterhood again reached the 
ears of the Bishop of Chichester, who this time found 
it necessary to enforce the vow of silence. Exactly 
how he enforced it I do not know. His methods are 
a lost secret. If the lost art could be discovered, 1 
am convinced that it would be a very valuable find 
for Rusper.

There is a saying that “  falsehoods have no legs 
and cannot stand.”  This, however, does not hold 
good for Rusper, for there, we arc told, “  they not 
only stand, but walk and run, and never weary.”  

Rusper boasts a village hall. Most village halls are 
built at the instigation, or with the co-operation of 
the rector, but this hall was built with the intention 
of keeping the parson o u t! Says the Rector : —

This grim establishment was reared in the days of 
my predecessor. This good man was not invited to

be a member of the committee; there seemed to be a 
determination to keep him out of it. To this very 
day it is a common boast in some corners of the 
village that “  The parson ain’t got nothin’ t ’ do wi’ 
the ’a ll; it be the people’s ! ”  When I first saw our 
village hall I shuddered; what artistic feeling I had 
was badly jarred. It is not really a h all; it is a 
glorified fowl-house.

The Rector always referred to this erection as 
Madrid, for it shared the peculiarity of that city in 
being the coldest place in the winter and the hottest 
in the summer. Further, we are told, the whitewash 
had hardly dried on the walls, the paint wras still 
sticky on the door, “  when suddenly the gossips awoke 
to the possibilities for scandal opened up by our new 
Madrid.”

The Rector declares : —
I can trace the origin of nearly every one of the 

multitude of modern slanders which haunt the houses 
of this quaint village to our parish hall. It is the 
most fertile breeding-ground for slander in England-

We give a sample of the alleged slanders that were 
circulated concerning the Rector : —

My voice lacked the melancholy tonq.
I sang too loudly.
I was not a good timekeeper.
I did not cross myself.
I paced through the service like a man about to 

catch a train.
I let the children fall when I baptized them; * 

pinched them to make them cry.
I put the wedding-ring on a lady’s thumb.
I married' the wrong people. iSj
I hurried them through the burial service, and du 

not give the bearers sufficient time to lower the 
coffin. ;

I pronounced the solemn words, “  Ashes to ashes, 
before I took my stand at the grave. ,

I left bread on the Holy Table, and thus sinnc< 
against the Holy Ghost.

Further on, we read, “  some have actually stiff' 
gested that I misappropriated alm s! ”  He was als° 
seen to leave the vestry drawing his finger across hlS 
lips— “  the presumption was that I had been drinking 
the Communion wine.”  “  One glorious autumn da>’> 
after preaching a beautiful sermon,”  says the Rector- 

I was approached in the vestry by several person5' 
who suggested that I was a racing man, a gam|>ler’ 
and owned horses at Newmarket. One of my c3.^ 
chisers affirmed that I was seen at a railway stati° 
dressed in loud, racing checks. I believe I asked * 
my interrogators had not seen me actually drcsse 
as a jockey.

Another charge was that he owned a couple 
public-houses in London, and someone dashed up 
London to investigate.

Mr. Synnott was once connected, as a prei 
with I)r. Barnardo’s Homes, and the rumour 
started that he had been one of I)r. Barnardo’s 'v 
and strays. Someone was sent to investigate 
also.

of 
to

relief'
W’O5
-aif5
tli>s

The parish had a great gift for writing anon}’1110
its 
a 

the 
'fhe/

letters. The postman, he says, has travelled man/ 
weary mile down his twisted drive to deliver 
thousands of anonymous letters he received. . , 
were awaiting him in a heap on the day of his arr1'  t 
he was eager to open them under the impression  ̂
they were letters of welcome. Some of them c°n.Sl’ j,le 
of quotations from the poets, thought to be appl,c‘ 
to the Rector. One contributor started with I5r°'Ilt£) 
ing, then passed on to Tennyson and dipPe<* 
Shelley.  ̂ ^

At the present time he (or she) is busy (( ¡̂,e 
Shakespeare. We’ve done “ The Tempest,” ¡̂tl- 
Taming of the Shrew,”  “  Julius Caesar,” ..rSjnii

............,t<r
con rs 

of P:
summer Night’s Dream,” and are now 
through “ King Lear.”  At the present rate 
gress we shall have finished Shakespeare by **
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mas, when we shall probably come on to Masefield, 
Kipling, and Dr. Bridges.

From all of which we gather that a Rectorship is 
not all “  skittles and beer,”  as the saying is. But then 
this life, according to the Christian faith, was never 
intended to be a joy-ride. The alleged founder de­
clared that his kingdom was not of this world, that, in 
tact, the prince of this world was the:Devil. This 
life is merely a preparation for the next, a weary pil­
grimage. “  Blessed are ye,”  declares the same 
authority, “  when men shall revile you, and persecute 
y°u, and say all manner of evil against you falsely, 
for iny sake. Rejoice and be exceeding glad; for great 
ls your reward in heaven.”  According to this, the 
Sector of Rusper should have quite a nice balance in 
hand at the heavenly bank. Then why complain ? If 
Christianity is true, the Rector is in a most enviable 
Position. We fear the Rector is somewhat lacking in 
faith. W. M ann.

Acid Drops.

Astonishingly little notice has been taken of the 
arrangement which has been1 concluded between the 
. H111an Church and the Russian Government on the sub- 

°f religion, although that was one of the marked 
Matures of the Genoa Conference. A summary of the 
cts appeared in the Manchester Guardian as far back
tin ‘me issue for May n , but no estimate of what that may 

can to the future of Russia and the rest of Europe. It 
0 'ably does not pay the ordinary religious paper to 

t]]"V anything, as it might excite feeling against other 
an the Roman Church, and the Communists in this 

although professing to be anti-clerical, have 
s° been silent— perhaps under orders.

3rP1C facts as disclosed by the Manchester Guardian 
j c Unit by arrangement with the Soviet Government the 
oth" Ul- *~Purch is to be allowed to establish churches and 
^ 1 uistitutions, found schools, and undertake the 
n. °ati°it of children, under the protection of the State.
d!' f'lc face of it there is nothing in these arrangements 

as Freethinkers can object to. We of the Free-
r * k*r have shown in the past that we stand for freedom, 
(Ii merely for ourselves, but for others—even when we

saRrec with them. And we should be the last to deny
ight .

Fever any other association, religious or secular, 1

tljQ j - j
the State to permit Roman Catholics doin

bet ’’fitted to do. If that is all there is in the agreement'*UV,
Cc” the Vatican and the Russian Government
" 0” hl have any reasonable objection.

lurch in any country affects the welfare of that

0Ur
tlic Reason for calling attention to the matter rests 
koni a’ ’’ ftr°und that the growth of the power of the

ha8 ,/y  f°r the worse. We see it stated that the Vatican 
it js Cl" Preparing fot some years for this move, and that 
bew Ktjn<ling numbers of priests from Roland who have 
’ ■ sPeei ‘
the r!J’crs> such as the Tablet, write very gleefully as to
he pJTccially trained for the work. The Roman Catlio- 
fhe i,J)crs> such as the Tablet, write . — „. . .  
ivay .’’’ystical ” nature of the Russian people, and the 
°f t],e ^Vhich that quality may be used to bring masses 
'' iriy ĵ Us>sian people over to the Church. And if for 
S" rPris'cq1' ” we read ignorance, we should not be at all 
°f si]C„ ' *° find their efforts crowned with some measure 
^Hss 0j SS' Phanks to the rule of Church and Czar, the 
1,1 the ’c Russian people arc frightfully ignorant, and 
'"’Rents of°TerR sbate of the country, and with the Jesuit 

W  v<)’” c establishing an influence of the ignorant 
!V!’°evoryi °U tRe ol)c side, and getting the favour 
, ’It not I' R’bcns to be in power, on the other side, it 
A ^ i ' i g 10 aR surprising to find the Roman Church 
^  il is ' • a b'me— a ’ cal power for evil in Russia.
V’at Wo 1"’ v’cw of that state of affairs that we have said 

have said

wejlre
lle’F course, arguing that the Russian Govern-

1 d suppress the Roman Church within its

borders, or that it should prevent Catholic priests trying 
to convert the people. These are, from our point of view, 
extremely undesirable, but the only genuine preventive 
is for the people to become sufficiently enlightened to 
withstand the attack. We are only anxious to stress the 
fact that in the present state of the Russian people the 
Roman Church appears to have a good chance of getting 
a hold on the people, and in utilizing the ignorance and 
helplessness of Russia as a means of consolidating the 
power of the Church, it is only following the historical 
lines of Christian development. What the real friends cf 
Russia will work for is the establishment of a good system 
of general education, combined with freedom of Press 
and platform. These are the only things against which 
the Roman Church is ultimately powerless— against 
which every Christian Church is ultimately powerless. 
But the prospect of the Russian people delivered over to 
the machinations of Jesuit priests specially trained to 
capture the people, and having poverty, ignorance, and 
helplessness as assistants is anything but cheerful.

A referendum at Sunbury-on-Thames showed that S19 
ratepayers were in favour of Sunday games in the 
recreation ground and only 250 against. (The Rev. S. F. 
L. Ilernays, rector of Great Stanmore, has expressed his 
approval of Sunday games.) Do these things portend 
the ebb-tide of Puritanism ?

His Lordship, the Bishop of London, combating the 
wicked heresies of Socialism, says that Capitalism may 
be represented by the last five pounds of a widow. Just 
So! But it may also be represented by the millions of 
money owned by the Ecclesiastical Commissioners.

There is something pathetic about the squabbles 
between the victorious and the vanquished nations. Both 
are in a state of bankruptcy and will remain so as long 
as solutions arc looked for on orthodox lines. The fol­
lowing gem taken from the speech of M. Poincare and 
reported by the Daily Telegraph shows us great men 
struggling with adversity, and also the emergence of a 
brilliant truth. The French President says, “  Let them 
consider that it is not in the nature of things for the 
spirit of war to be quelled after a defeat.”  This is true 
and it cuts both ways, and it is the recognition of such 
that sends men away from tlieir fellow creatures in dis­
gust to study ants, astronomy, or the habits of the 
cuckoo.

The Rev. Ungocd Thomas told the Anglesey Baptist 
Association the other day that he once went to the races 
and fancied himself in hell. We wonder what horse it 
was that he backed ? (Juitc evidently it was not a winner.

We have often been told that the U.S.A. is not a land 
of old-world despots, but of democrats and humanitarians. 
From this quarter for many years we were urged to settle 
our disputes, not by armed force but by arbitration. Mr. 
W. J. Bryan, who recently conducted a campaign against 
Darwin and evolution, was one of the most eloquent cf 
the internationalists. Now Harvard University appears 
to be falling into line with America’s other academic 
institutions. The university authorities, said to be 
largely under the domination of clerical influence, have 
been recently criticized for discrimination against Jewish 
students, while coloured students have been excluded 
altogether from the Freshmen's quarters. Most Ameri­
cans assure us that theirs is “  God’s own country.”  We 
are inclined to think there is something in this assurance.

America presents some striking contrasts from the 
point of view of general enlightenment. On the one 
hand there is going 011 there some of the best scientific 
and philosophical work in the world, and the endow­
ments of research arc numerous and lavish. On the other 
hand crude and ignorant views of religion flourish there 
with a luxuriance unknown in countries that have reached 
the same educational level. One would imagine that
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*  ' --------------  —

there must be a great gap between the educated classes 
and certain sections of the people, although our know­
ledge of America is not intimate enough to express an 
authoritative or a dogmatic opinion.

In illustration of the above we have in mind the recent 
furore over Mr. Bryan’s recent attack on the doctrine of 
evolution, and the attempt to prevent evolution being 
taught in the schools. There is nothing surprising in a 
crank, either in America or here attacking evolution, but 
that it should have given rise to so wide-spread a dis­
cussion, instead of being put on one side with a smile, 
gives one furiously to think. And in the Times of June 
21 we note an article which tells us that Professor William 
Morris, of Harvard University, has decelared that im­
morality can only be put under control and finally 
conquered “  by removing the whole question of morals 
from the jurisdiction of religion and handing it over to 
science.”  We, of course, have no fault whatever to find 
with that statement, but it is an indication of how much 
has yet to be done when a Professor in one of the leading 
universities finds it necessary to impress that much upon 
the people. The level of education and enlightenment 
attained by a people is indicated by what it is thought 
necessary to tell them, and it is quite plain from the 
above that there is still much to be done, both here and 
in the States, before either country can lay unchallenged 
claim to the title “  enlightened.”

The Christian Evidence Society receives £200 from the 
will of the late Rev. C. R. Lloyd Eugstrom, who left 
¿20,408. If this legacy be used wisely, the result may 
be that the defenders of Omnipotence will learn to speak 
the English language correctly.

“  G. J.,”  writing in the Manchester Guardian (June 
21), remarks that the late Alexander Whyte, of Edin­
burgh, “  knew full well what was going on in the world 
of biblical scholarship,”  and yet handled the Scriptures 
like a preacher of one hundred years ago. He made 
Moses the author of Genesis, and Paul the writer of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews. Yet when Freethinkers declare 
that the clergy withhold from their congregation the 
truth about the Bible, they are charged with malicious 
misrepresentation. One defence sometimes put forward 
for such conduct as W hyte’*; is that even those parts of 
the Bible which arc discredited historically, still have “  a 
spiritual value.”  The most degrading superstition could 
offer a similar plea, which in some respects has more un­
toward effects on character than honest belief in the 
superstition itself.

The Bishop of St. Albans has been writing oil “  Chris­
tianity or Chaos? ”  The clergy have always been guided 
in their utterances arid tlier actions by a strong sense of 
their own importance in the world. When they were 
strong enough to do so, they followed the line of least 
resistance in giving effect to this sense, and ruthlessly 
suppressed all opposition to their influence. Nowadays, 
however, they have to exercise caution in their effort to 
secure due recognition. Hence these tears ! What the 
Right Reverend gentleman really means is that if the 
Christian religion disappears, bishops and their stipends 
will disappear with it.

symptomatic. As a picture of the solvency of the Chris­
tian conscience it rises almost to sublimity.

Mr. W. McMurray was fined 20s. for holding a public 
discussion on the Princess Parade, Blackpool. Techni­
cally the defendant was breaking one of the by-laws, 
and a constable gave evidence that Mr. McMurray was 
defending Buddhism and attacking Christianity. That 
is the suspicious feature of the business. It is curious 
that it is nearly always the man who is attacking Chris­
tianity that is observed by the policeman to be breaking 
the by-laws. The piety of the casual policeman is most 
interesting, but it is apt to become a public nuisance. 
And when the pious “  copper ”  is backed up by the kind 
of man who figures as magistrate’s clerk in these places, 
the outcome is not very pleasing.

The Daily Telegraph (June 24) in a well-written leader 
reviews the recent correspondence in its columns on the 
question of “  Sunday Games.” Our contemporary, 
course, is guarded and “  correct ”  in its criticisms ol 
English Sabbatarianism. For all that we welcome ds 
plea for Sunday games in the public parks, and its em­
phatic statement of the disadvantage under which the 
poorer section of the community labours, compared with 
the wealthier, in regard to Sunday recreation. While 
the “  gentleman ” can, and in fact does, enjoy his tennis 
and golf on Sunday, an unfair class distinction is main' 
tained in the administration of the law if the manual 
labourer is debarred from using the parks for simiklf 
purposes. “  All the means of enjoying Sunday arc there, 
in public spaces which arc supposed to be for his benefit 
in particular.”

The Rev. Canon Lonsdale Rigg, of Bangor, read a 
paper on “  The Sacred Scriptures ”  at the Anglo-Catbolic 
Conference at Liverpool on May 30. He said that '' th® 
new common-sense view of the Scriptures had undermm®® 
the foundation of all Protestant Bibliolatry.”  He als® 
deprecated “  extreme views ”  011 such subjects as th® 
Virgin Birth and the Resurrection. It is interesting, 1,1 
May 1922, to be assured that the Freethought attitude t® 
the Bible represents “  the new common-sense view- 
With regard to the Virgin Birth, we should like to knoV 
what the Rev. Canon would consider a moderate view ®fl 
this subject.

Mr. Sinha, an Indian of education and standing, say 
that while England was sending missionaries to In<h‘j’ 
the 3,000 students who came over to attend Engl1’’ 
universities returned home either Atheists or AgnosticS_ 
And, morally, India had not a single evil for which tl'ĉ  
were blamed that could not be found in England, p 
Mr. Sinha fails to note one very important distinct»®
I11 England our vices do not spring from our rclifi'®1̂  
because our religion is Christianity. In India the nati\ 
vices do come from their religion because that relig'®1’. . 
not Christianity. Mr. Sinha might reply that Christia11'  ̂
ought to keep those vices from flourishing. But ® 
Christian would regard that as quite irrelevant. Bcsl( ^ 
when the English Christian tries to make the India® 
he is, he is atoning for many of the vices which 
Sinha finds among 11s. It is not quite so clear as 
would wish, but as this is the stock Christian exP‘a 
tion it must be the right one.

In the Yorkshire Post for some weeks there has been 
a lengthy correspondence on “  What is Anglo-Catholi- 
cism ? ”  The issue of June 21 contains a column of letters 
on the subject, and reports the proceedings of the Anglo- 
Catholic Conference at Leeds as well as the details of a 
counter-demonstration at Crossgates. Yet some Angli­
cans are clamouring for reunion with the Free Churches. 
According to the Christian World (June 22) the Rev. B. 
J. Snell is amazed that Free Churchmen could sign the 
recent Lambeth Manifesto. The proposals for reunion are 
symptomatic. When the Bible was God’s word, there 
was real vitality in the sects, and a strict Baptist could 
no more have coalesced with an infant sprinkler than 
with a Papist. There was no need to keep on proclaiming 
the “  bankruptcy of materialism.”  This cry, too, is

■ 1 A®0The sufferings of the religious are world-wide- 
in the main it is all due to one cause— their inabi* - a 
make the world stand still. I11 Potchefstro®®  ̂ 0f 
prominent cleric is lamenting that, on the inform®1 jiCfj 
an inspector of schools, ninety per cent of the t®fl<A{$’ 
are teaching science in such a way as to sap the stu( 
faith in God and the divine revelation. Now that jt 

The right wav to teach science is to 1,1,1 . jC ’’wrong, m e right way to teach science is 
agree with the six days of creation, with the “  1'1V‘ 

re for disease, with virgin born men, and reSll ,̂lliglJt 
saviours— at least that is the way our ancestors 
it. And there are plenty of clergymen in this c° 
who cannot see why, if that kind of scientific tca 
was good enough for our ancestors, it is not 
for us.

also

THERE IS A NEW READER WAITI^
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To Correspondents.

Those Subscribers who receive their copy 
of the “ Freethinker” in a GREEN WRAPPER 
will please take it that the renewal of their 
subscription is due. They will also oblige, if 
they do not want us to continue sending the 
Paper, by notifying us to that effect.
J. Gair.—Sorry we did not see you at the Conference. Thanks 

for cuttings. Our regards to the family.
A- Russell.—We should be glad to do anything we can in 

the direction you indicate. With regard to the other item 
°f information, we are afraid it is quite impossible to com­
bine the politician and the teacher, and your information 
Proves it. When people go about looking for votes they 
are almost certain to trim and compromise in a way that 
robs their message of all vitality. We presume that is the 
reason why there are more politicians than teachers.

J- P. Harding.—Major Warren is, we believe, quite well, and 
we hope to soon have his pen again busy in these columns. 

Celsus—  Perhaps the confusion results from treating 
“ mind ” as a thing. So far as we know it is the expression 
°f a relation.

b- Greenwood.—We should be only too pleased to help you 
jn the way you suggest were it possible. Hut, unfortunately, 
lt: is out of our power.

A Pioneer.—Y ou appear to have been rather unfortunate in 
y°ur surroundings although we dare say that your experi- 
CI)ce might be matched by that of others. We know that 
the work of getting new readers is not an easy one, and are 
tlie more indebted to those who make the attempt.

Latimer V oigiiT.—Please send along article when ready. 
 ̂°ur suggestion of a circle of, say, 100 persons interested 

to subscribe a preliminary sum of 10s. for the purchase of 
tbe higher priced books, to be lent to subscribers, and 
c'ther sold when done with or to go towards the formation 
°f a Freethought Library, is a very good one. As you say, 
SH books purchased in this way would give each reader one 
i°ok every other week for 100 weeks. If enough of our 
rt'aders are interested we should be pleased to do^what we 
c°uld to help. Pleased to see you when you can call.

• SiQutKR,—You do not say what is to be the nature of the 
Conferences.”  We cannot advise until we know that. A 

Parcel of specimen copies of the Freethinker is being sent you.
 ̂ n M
j — thanks for the two new readers. Hope you will soon 
>c able to add to the number. The only reason we can see 
,r the foreign post being cheaper than the home post is 
’c .stupidity of those responsible for the management of 

. a,rs. Hope to see you one day.
Hayeord.—Thanks for the new reader. It usually means 

another one to give the cause a push forward.i h(> u v,
 ̂ freethinker ”  is supplied to the trade on sale or return. 
ny difficulty in securing copies should be at once reported 

thc office.
! êcular Society, Limited, office is at 62 Farringdon Street, 

Th°ndon- E c - 4-
National Secular Society’s office is at 62 FarringdonSt

tP/i rcct- London, E.C.
Hon >C servic.es of the National Secular Society in conncc- 
c a tio ^  Secular Burial Services arc required, all commu- 
Pai°MS s,l°uld be addressed to the Secretary, Miss E. M. 

pec( ,Ce’ giving as long notice as possible.
£ c e Notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London,

0 . ' 4> by first post Tuesday, or they will not be inserted. 
r̂ *Ct"s *
of th °*- ^ Crâ urc should he sent to thc Business Manager 
ana'C Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C. 4, 

not to thc Editor.dll Ch 
l’helCclues and be made payable to 

"  London, City and

be

Postal Orders should 
Ajim* Pioneer Press ”  and crossed

In, a,!d Panh, Clcrkcnwcll Branch."''Her* .
aiid ‘ or the Editor of thc "  Freethinker"  should 

Priend Ssed to 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C. 4.
*hari;̂ Vl>0 scnd us newspapers would enhance thc favour by 
Hon. i,lc passages to which they wish us to call atten- 
,le « p
lishi„ rccthinker "  will be forwarded direct from thc pub- 

J oll°Wi,,°/lcc 10 any part of thc world, post free, at thc 
the ijn^  rates, prepaid:—

6d.; half year, 8s. 9d.; 

half year, 7s. 6d.;

g  ̂ g rates, prepaid:—  
thrt,Ilite<i Kingdom.—One year, 17s.

iorcJnta°nths, 4s- «•
thrl and Colonial.—One 

Months, 3s. '9d.

 ̂ e v e r y  s t r e e t — w h y  n o t  g e t  h im  ?

year, 15s

Sugar Plums.

There are not usually enough avowed Freethinkers in 
prison to lead to the Government’s making special pro­
vision for their “  spiritual ”  entertainment. The regular 
customers are nearly all pious, and their confinement 
gives them time to reflect upon the benefits of their 
spiritual upbringing. But when J. W. Gott was sen­
tenced to nine months’- imprisonment the N.S.S. thought 
that it might as well see that Freethinkers had all the 
privileges that Christians have in the shape of “  Chap­
lains.”  On our advice Mr. Gott himself also requested 
that a regular weekly or fortnightly visitor should be 
permitted to see him. After a first refusal— although 
nothing was being asked that was not covered by the 
prison regulations— and a subsequent letter to the Home 
Secretary, permission has been given for a Secular Chap­
lain to visit Mr. Gott either weekly or fortnightly till the 
end of his sentence. Mr. McLaren has undertaken the 
duty. If we go on at this rate we shall have to get a 
larger number of our people in prison for various offences 
to feel that we are on a complete equality with Christians.

On the back page of this issue will be found an an­
nouncement that will, we think, prove of interest to our 
readers. There is no need at this time to praise Mr. John 
M. Robertson’s History of Freethought. It is the only 
history of the subject in existence with any pretensions 
to thoroughness, and it covers the ground in Mr. 
Robertson’s well-known scholarly manner. The whole 
work consists of two large octavo volumes, running to 
well over 900 pages. By arrangements with the pub­
lishers we are able to offer the work on the instalment 
plan at slightly under, instead of over, the published 
price. The two volumes will be supplied at u s., post 
free, or on payment of 3s. 6d. with order and three 
monthly instalments of 2s. 6d. each. It is a work that 
should be in the possession of every Freethinker, and it 
will be found invaluable as a work of reference concern­
ing Freethought ancient, and modern, Eastern and 
Western, and in all the leading countries of the world. 
Those wishing for copies should write without delay.

Another work which should also appeal to our readers 
is Life and Evolution, by Mr. F. W. Headley. This 
volume of nearly 300 pages is profusely illustrated, and 
discusses thc whole subject in a manner that any ordinary 
reader can follow with interest and appreciation. It 
deals with the more recent evolutionary theories— 
Mcndclism, Mutations, etc.— and is a volume that we 
can well commend to those who are not already ac­
quainted with it. It was, we believe, published at 
ios. 6d. We are able to supply a very limited number 
of copies at 4s. 6d. each, postage 8d. We do not expect 
that our supply will last more than two or three weeks, 
which may be taken as a hint to those who care to take 
it.

In another part of this issue we publish a first list of 
the names of thc General Council of the Society for the 
Abolition of the Blasphemy Laws. More names will be 
added from time to time, as it is desired to make the list 
as representative as possible. We may add that the Com­
mittee has now completed its machinery for carrying on 
its work, and will miss no opportunity of keeping its aim 
before thc public. Its chief “  display ”  work will be in 
connection with thc general election, whenever it arrives, 
and it is well for friends to remember this, and that it 
will then need funds for an intensive campaign. The 
secretary of the Society is the Rev. R. R. Sorensen, 3, 
Johnson’s Court, Fleet Street, E.C.4.

Mr. Whitehead is continuing his entsade on Tyneside, 
and will then proceed to Huddersfield. After that he will 
be at the service of other Branches of the Society 
wherever suitable arrangements can be made, or wherever 
small groups of friends care to take the matter in hand. 
It should be understood that, if required, the Executive 
makes itself responsible for all financial responsibility 
connected with Mr. Whitehead’s visits. All that it asks
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of friends is that they shall do what they can locally to 
make the campaign successful. There is a good oppor­
tunity for open-air work being done during the summer, 
and we should like to see this taken full advantage of.

We again thank those of our friends who are doing 
what they can to get us the extra i,ooo readers for which 
we asked some weeks ago. We cannot reply to them all 
individually; they must take this general acknowledg­
ment as sufficient. The new readers are there if they are 
only looked for and booked.

We are glad to learn that the American Tea arranged 
for the benefit of the Manchester Branch was quite a 
success, and Mrs. Bayfield was able to hand over to the 
Branch treasurer the sum of £10 15s. The discussion 
class organized by this Branch is making good headway, 
and that is a step we should like to see followed by other 
groups of Freethinkers and Branches of the Society. 
Another meeting of the Manchester Branch Class will be 
held in about a month’s time, due notice of which will be 
given in these columns.

The Adversity of Romance and 
Realism.

The nineteenth century dislike of Realism is the rage 
of Caliban seeing his own face in the glass.

The nineteenth century dislike of Romanticism is the 
rage of Caliban not seeing his own face in the glass.

—Wilde.
Such arc the two phases by which the nineteenth 
century, and no less the twentieth so far as it has 
gone, did and does its best to prevent itself from the 
life conservation of truthful art. ■ In the one case it 
was violated by shame, in the other its sanity, which 
protected it from its shame, was deathly wounded. 
And so it became wrapped in a cotton-wool of cant, 
sentimentality, and hypocrisy, which was not to be 
pierced, even by the glittering shafts of its many 
noblemen.

From under these impervious wrappings came 
moans and groans of “  unwholesome,”  “  prurient,”  
and the like, when any word of Realism was said. 
The word was not to be said, its meaning was not to 
be allowed, but to be hidden in the back ground, as 
behind the fine courts of mammon-growth lie the con­
sequent hovels of poverty, though they must not be 
known to exist.

The function of Realism was to disturb that com­
placency, and a very disturbing factor it has been, 
so that while condemnation and anathema have been 
hurled at the school, it has grown perhaps to Gargan­
tuan proportions in the literary art of to-day. A  
healthy sign, but an ominous! For that con­
temporary literary art can find no beauty in the life 
of its time, upon which it can spend its spirit, is a 
most grave indictment of the society in which it 
exists.

Existing society, however, by its lack of knowledge 
may hold that its reason for the extinction— if that 
were possible— of Realism, is that it does not portray 
the normal, but seeks always the abnormal and exces­
sive. It has not in its scope appreciation of the best 
that is, but always turns its attention to the worst, 
making that worst to be the ordinary, the common­
place, just as its antagonist, Romanticism, would have 
it believed that the best, and better even than the 
poor best which modern society can bring about, is 
the more usual.

Again part of the disdain of Realism is based upon 
that it is much sought after by the really prurient, 
and upon those it does nothing but wreak harm. Is 
that not a tendency of society to indict itself for a 
taste in the obscene, rather than to pillory the artist 
for the uncleanliness of his matter?

Most men engaged earnestly upon some work do 
not perceive clearly the influence of that work. They 
are so keenly busy upon the doing well of the job, 
that it is only subconsciously that they can, if at all, 
be aware of its tendencies. That is one of the reasons 
for the industrial calamity, but it is even more potent 
in the development of Realism. The work was there 
to be done, and the men were there to perceive it- 
They were perhaps not alive to the possibility that 
their work was a necessary result of the state of 
civilization. They saw certain matters, certain 
characters, and certain ugliness, and they set them­
selves to portray these things as accurately as they 
might. The rage of Caliban at seeing his own face 
in the glass gives an immediate moral significance to 
their work. The nausea, which after a time is bound 
to affect readers of their work, is essential to a correct 
observation of the pass to which we have come. 
Thence to a change is no great distance.

The opposing force of Romanticism is developed 
out of the desire to portray somewhat purely of the 
imagination, somewhat beautiful, glorious, spiritual, 
which shall be a means of liberation from the chains 
of circumstance. That it shall bear no relation to 
life as it was lived, or is lived, is most essential to 
its right production. And by its lack of relation its 
charm is assured. Such was the Faerie Queene, and 
of such there is a quantity to-day, of beauty not fot 
one moment comparable to Spenser, it is unnecessary 
to add. Paradoxically such an oblation is hardly 
more welcome than its converse, the only acceptable 
matter being literary pictures of life as Caliban likes 
to believe he lives, which readily and immediately 
explains his rage at Romance.

But Romanticism has lesser terms than the actual 
creation of intrinsic beauty, and, though kinema vx0‘ 
duction is hardly literature, it is so closely allied to *t 
as to bear a certain examination of its propinquity- 
The kinema is a modern botch potch of amusement, 
not always intentional, that is right for the revivify' 
ing of a desolated intelligence, and its mightiest 
achievement is the picture shewn in successive periodic 
parts. That such pictures are a panorama of the iu°st 
impossible happenings seems to be the quality 
appeal, and, although the final scene, followed by tl‘c 
inevitable “  To be continued,”  is frequently web 
comed by an Homeric burst of laughter from the 
audience, they nevertheless go willingly, nay, lfl' 
terestedly, to see the development of action in t|lC 
succeeding show. A11 indication not easily to be n1’5' 
understood is inherent in this interest, and its obvio’15 
reading is that the audience are so willing to forgct> 
even in grotesquerie, the dearth of imagination 111 
every day modern life, that they must perforce accept 
the exiguous spiritual appeal of such art.

The true province-of Romance is somewhat inofC 
than this mere drugging by insensate inexactitud» 
and unrelation of its facts to any other existing facts' 
'Phe power tíí created beauty for life should be tl,c 
correlation of the power of a life of beauty to cr^tc 
increasingly yet more beauty, not as it lies at PreSC!\ 
in the power of life reflected by creative art only to u 
that of sordid ugliness. Ugliness may truly be i d * ' 
but the ideal ugliness of Realism should not be a xt 
flection of the life of the nations of the earth.  ̂
should indeed not be anything but the imagining5 0 
distortion, not to be found in existence. 1

And in this effort to change life, Romance and 
are not adverse in anything but method. The

t-tiotl tu
the

tries to escape by showing better things than $l0i 
which exist, those things indeed which are ideal, ^
other tries to lead away by showing the lack of be”11  ̂
in the things that do exist, and so to crea*e 
desire for the unattainable, to create a desire f°r 
ideal towards which mankind has instinctively 
throughout the ages, despite his many backslid
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®nd his so obvious failure. Failure it is that results 
111 a rage of Caliban, which, cannot be assuaged until 
die features of the unwitting brute himself are 
changed by the adverse efforts of sincere art, sincere 
"'ork in reflecting himself and' in not reflecting him- 
SeR- G . E . F u sse ix .

Lies and Hypocrisy.

Roman rule seems impossible in Europe, but Papists 
hope to “  Make America Catholic,”  and do not hesi­
tate to use any means to that* end. Since history 
depicts them in a horrible light, the Knights of 
Columbus now propose to “  rewrite history.”  Popes 
have condemned every principle of American demo- 
cracy ; have tortured, burned and imprisoned heretics, 
and still claim the right to rule by such means; but 
the Knights will whitewash all such records with their 
Hew “  history.”

Romanists claim America by right of discovery, 
exploration, and settlement. Our noisiest Catholic 
editor, J. F . Noll of Our Sunday Visitor, wrote the 
fairest Argument, in which'he claims (page 356) that 
Catholics “  first proclaimed religious toleration in 
America,”  citing the Maryland colony. Unfortunately 
°r Rev. Noll, Cardinal Gibbons, in his widely circu­

ited Faith of our Fathers, quotes historian Prescott 
(page 227) : —

The Catholics took quiet possession, and religious 
. liberty obtained a home, its only home in the wide 

World......pvery other country in the world had per­
secuting laws...... No person professing to believe in
Jesus Christ was molested.

dhe charter was a bargain between a Protestant 
ilng and a Catholic proprietor, and they perforce had 
0 tolerate each other. Jews and unbelievers -were not 

admitted. Holy Father Gibbons here allows that all 
j e countries ruled by the Pope “  had persecuting 

which was true; yet on page 220 he says : 
the Catholic Church has always been the zealous 

)rotnoter of religious and civil liberty.”  
j "tes are usually contradictory. It will be great fun 

compare statements in the new “  history.”
Rev. Noll also claims America by right of defence : 

357
It will not be difficult to prove that we would have 

n°_ United States were it not for the assistance re­
vived at the hands of Catholics. Catholic France sent 
a fleet of 10,000 men, and supplied $3,000,000. Catho- 
,c Poland sent us Pulaski and Kosciusko. Catholic 
•"eland furnished a dozen generals, and one half the 

s°ldiers in the revolutionary war were Irishmen.

IroIlis ’s a “  whopper.”  There was a Protestant 
tantan<1. and the generals and soldiers were Protes-
■ y, n '

Noll is again disputed by Cardinal Gibbons, 
on l y t o  for the Encyclopcedia llriiannica, the article 
499 • . e Church in the United States,”  vol. 23, page

in n Father Carroll was made Bishop of Balti- 
] 0re. There were then about 24,500 Catholics in the 
j n'R 151800 in Maryland, 7,000 in Pennsylvania, 200 

,j, 1 ' rginia, and 1,500 in New York.

Baders of the revolt were not in Maryland, but 
England States, in which were no Catholics. 

lies n1 ,̂Car U90 was fourteen years after 1776. Catho- 
•Ucrô 1̂  c°me freely after the war, and doubtless the
11cs;in 'vas great after 1783. The number of Catho- 

Was probably not over 10,000. From this 
°Ue 1 :l°n Rev. Noll derives 150,000 Catholic soldiers, 

Cat] .?* t,le entire army of about 307,000 men. 
S s  10 ’cs cannot claim Settlement of the United 
^Seover & rt‘ason for domination, since 300 years after 

¥ they claim less than one per cent, of the

population. Irish Catholics had no desire to be 
pioneers. After cities grew and needed policemen, 
they came freely. There were not enough Catholics 
to need a bishop until 1790.

The explorers were a credit only to the murderous 
Inquisition. See a history called Builders of Our 
Nation, page 54 : —

Pizarro ordered a great fire to burn the Inca, who 
would not become a Christian. A Spanish priest 
asked that the Inca might suffer an easier death if he 
would be baptized. After he was baptized he was 
strangled.

Page 56 : —
De Soto laid in a stock of guns, bloodhounds to 

hunt slaves, chains to bind them, and white robed 
priests to convert them.

History by Woodbury and Moran, page 26 : —
De Soto was a brave man but cruel. He thought 

slaying Indians a fine sport. Many a savage was 
torn to pieces by the dogs of the Spanish explorers.

The kind of people torn is told on page 49 : —
Raleigh reported them most gentle, loving and 

faithful.

When will the world tire of this gang of heartless, 
murderous Christian ? How long will Religious 
Liberty protect them? Within a few years past 
Knights have enforced the Pope’s laws by committing 
fifteen or twenty murderous attacks, some of them 
fatal. After the killing of William Black, because he 
would not agree to stop lecturing against a frightful 
“  religion ”  the Knights have been rather quiet, 
probably because in that affair one of them was killed 
and another wounded by Hall, a companion of Black. 
Noll’s Sunday Visitor gives the following account in 
its issue of Feb. 21, 1915 (the killing was on Feb. 
3> ‘ —

When Ryan was asked why they went to Black’s 
hotel armed, lie said : We heard they were ready for 
resistance, and wc took precautionary methods. 
This version of the tragedy places the blame not on 
the Catholics, whose protest was surely called for, but 
on Black and Hall who provoked shooting as a matter 
of self defence.

Only officers could so report. These Knights were 
officers of the Pope only; had no legal warrant or right 
to oppose Black.

We may expect the “  holy father ”  to continue his 
programme of hate, intolerance and murder, since 
behind the continual declarations of loyalty, tolerance 
and love of liberty, there lurk such threats as the fol­
lowing from Spiritual Pepper and Salt, by the Rt. 
Rev. Wm. Stang, Bishop of Fall River (Nihil Obstat, 
Rev. Austin Dowling, Censor Deputatus; Imprimatur, 
M. Augustine, Archbishop of New York) : —

The Catholic Church is intolerant. We admit the
truth of this charge......Truth is intolerant; the
Church being the divine depository of truth, is and 
must be intolerant. She abhors error and all offences 

, aginst the truth, especially apostasy and heresy. 
The Catholic Church is the spouse of Christ and ad­
mits of no riVal. There can be no religious or 
dogmatic toleration for the Catholic Church; the very 
word is an insult to her who represents God on
earth......God Himself in the Old Testament enjoined
religious intolerance......death was the penalty for
those who revolted against the Jewish religion. Has 
not the Catholic Church in the past persecuted and 
punished heretics and those who differed from her 
doctrine ? Yes, when heresy was a political crime. 
Heresy was considered a graver crime than treason. 
In our days we hear blasphemies against the majesty 
of God vomitted forth in public, and His holy name 
profaned on all sides, and the Government officials 
take no notice of such crimes which were formerly 
capital offences. When Europe was Catholic, sins 
against religion were sins against the social order, 
and heretics were rebels and had to be punished on 
the principle that no man was allowed to teach and
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spread falsehood. But in our days, when society is 
no longer professedly Catholic, religious toleration 
has become almost universal, not because people 
[Catholics] have become more charitable or more 
enlightened, but through sheer social necessity. In 
her doctrine, however, and form of worship, the 
Catholic Church will remain intolerant to the end of 
days (p. 119).

Send to Ave Maria, Notre Dame, Ind., for a copy 
of A Brief for the Spanish Inquisition, a pamphlet 
sold in Catholic Churches to frighten the faithful with 
hell here and hereafter, and to encourage them to 
apply the torch. Read on page 8 : —

He that believeth not shall be damned. What, 
damned. ? Yes. What, just for not believing ? Yes. 
Now, if that be your creed, toleration in the ordinary 
sense is inconceivable; if you firmly hold that all 
who do not think with you regarding religion are 
going to spend eternity in torments, you will 
naturally do your utmost to change their views, and 
to keep them from influencing others. And the rest 
is merely a question of method; if you believe that 
the burning alive of a few heretics will save multi­
tudes from a fate infinitely more dreadful, what can 
you do but heap up the faggots ?

U.S.A. A. P agan.

The Divine Average; Or The 
G-ospel of Manliness.

one more heavy weight to the burden of mankind that 
already contends with enough anti-social forces. For 
that reason, and in spite of the fact that the idols of 
the market-place in our time flourish on the life-blood 
of society, wTe cannot include the Superman in the 
will of mankind for a new direction in this hour of 
twilight which may be the twilight of dawn, or that 
twilight preceding primeval darkness and old night. 
Nearer for us, and more in conformity with human 
society is Whitman’s ideal of the Divine Average in 
man. We shall find his aim sufficiently high to be an 
ideal, and it is formed from the gold to be mined in 
Drum Taps. In Reconciliation there is a hint of the 
eternal recurrence but this is sublimated in the note 
of chivalry, heralding the gospel of manliness.

I need not have never heeded either experience,
Cautions, majorities, nor ridicule.

Somewhat loosely knit we shall find in these lines our 
ideal; the last two enemies mentioned have caused 
no little paralysis of the will of mankind; the history 
of the world would have been different reading if 
Columbus had been one of their victims. It is possible 
to discover Dionysos and also our ideal in the lines 
entitled “  O TairFaeed Prairie-Boy.”  On reading 
By the Bivouac’s Fitful Flame the memories of many 
will be stirred who made friendships in the late war, 
where our ideal was called forth by the realities of 
blood and iron and not evoked by the arm-chair 
philosopher. The caterwauling of our popular idols 
produced nothing but derision from the men of action

L ife has no other purpose than that given to it by the 
will of mankind. The present age dwells in the 
shadow of the past and the future, and the lap of the 
gods is nothing but the will of mankind. All perished 
civilizations have each been the genesis and revelation 
of the will of mankind, and, if we are to fold our amis 
in the present and quietly subside into a state of 
euthanasia, we shall ratify that terrible assertion made 
by Hegel, that “  we learn from history that men never 
learn anything from history.”  In the autumn of our 
civilization, hastened by the four years’ drought of 
war, all men of goodwill are asking to what destina­
tion is mankind directing its steps? We cannot hear 
any answer to this sphinx-like question. That, how­
ever, is no reason for a retreat into shadowy places 
where the torch of humanity may be left to flicker out. 
That is no reason why we should despair of rising out 
of the inevitable wreckage of values that were raised 
on faulty foundations. Avoiding generalities, let us 
come quickly to the particular. Our Salvation lies in 
the will.

If character is Fate, then destiny may be moulded 
by the present generation, so that the future may be 
what the will desires in the present. Whitman’s invi­
tation to give the gospel of manliness a trial still 
remains neglected. This universal religion, beginning 
in embryo form in the American Civil War, and 
stirring to life in the European War, is prophetically 
declaimed by Whitman in Drum Taps. All religions 
and philosophies ultimately become a striving for in­
dividual perfection. Whitman’s Divine Average as a 
theory may be rather vague, and naturally so as detail 
is not a characteristic of prophecy, but a glance at 
the superman idea of Nietzsche will enable us by com­
parison to see in clearer outline the depth and breadth 
of Whitman’s ideal.

Nietzsche’s Superman is anti-social; the idea denies 
the frailty of mortal life, and it ignores that wonderful 
and complete definition of man by Pico Della 
Mirandola : “  It is a commonplace of the schools that 
man is a little world, in which we may discern a body 
mingled of earthly elements, and ethereal breath, and 
the vegetable life of plants, and the senses of the 
lower animals, and the intelligence of angels, and a 
likeness to God.”  Nietzsche’s Superman would add

from our Divine Average; nothing from our most 
earnest philosophers could penetrate that world where 
he began to grow. In travail was he born; it may have 
been a false show of his strength immediately after 
the end of the war, when nothing that was offered to 
him seemed to be the right thing. In the coming disi 
pensation he will be needed, for new values will have 
to be created. Nothing but the dead bodies of old 
values remain; he will let the dead bury the dead of 
such encumbrances as “  Necessity Knows No Law,’ 

Right is Might,”  “  To Ensure Peace be Prepared 
for W ar.”  These have had their day; let them speedily 
depart into the oblivion that Fate mercifully grant5 
to enable mankind to remain sane. These are the 
evil values that brought men face to face with real]'
ties. Our Divine Average will not be afraid of ev
nor wish it non-existent. He will be on the side of

iglit, and not blind to the fact that evil will exist a5 
long as Time and no longer, for wishes, and sigh5; 
and tears cannot efface the evidence of evil even 1 
we cannot clearly sec its cause. Somewhere in t'lC 
will of mankind it may be found— not in the sky n°r 
under the earth. If our Divine Average succeeds 1,1 
willing tlie “  Gosppl of Manliness,”  lie has laid th® 
foundation of the future witli good taste, illuminate 
by the vision without which we perish. Good ta5 
being long sight, he will therefore give life a purp°^] 
leaving out no one in our “  Gospel of Manliness , 
for it is universally democratic, and contains eth1  ̂
without headaches, at the same time leaving each 
everyone free to get to heaven in their own part'cl1' 
way. Wir.i.iAM RurTori'

Obituary.

Our readers will learn with deep regret of the dca1■ ' 
the infant son (aged two years and four months) of J\j,e 
Walters, daughter of our late editor, G. W. Foote- 
little boy was taken with an attack of appendicitis» ‘tj,c 
preparation for an operation was made so soon aS jy, 
nature of the complaint was diagnosed. Unfortuna 
the operation could not be performed in time. The jo5s 
was cremated at Ilford Cemetery on June 22. Tbc 
of the child is very deeply felt by all concerned, 311  ̂
family have the sympathy of all in their bereavemeI1'
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Correspondence.

CHRISTIANITY AND CULTURE.
To the E d itor  of the “  F reeth in k er . ”

Sir,—So after all, Mr. Salkind does “ recognise the 
e,1efit of sport for brainworkers or those who are doing 

^dcntary work ’ ’— but perhaps not for those who are as 
"cky aS jle j ;ire ju these matters. Well, I believe 

sPort and healthy exercise for everybody, and I denyin
tlict right °f any Anarclii,st to call them “ degrading at- 

actions.” I Was glad to see, however, that it may be 
ccessary to use the word verboten in his ideal state, and
Can assure him if it were my unhappy lot to be subject

inn'1 * should risk all the terrible penalties he could
1(‘t, and of his two evils, choose his greater—that is,

so and s
JJWy i
listC<̂ n,e> than go or be compelled to go to church and 
Wcm" to the “  infantile drivel ”  an Anarchist bishop 

1?,l' Probably indulge in.
Y0l lere is one thing, however, pretty clear in history, 
dii ,cann°t mention a crime black enough or foul enough

see a good cricket match (if they were not com- 
snit. " Verbotcn), and even have a little bet on it, if it

Which
de- has not been committed by some particularly
enterf,,* n .... . - n
the a , lltnont of changing a wafer into a Jewish deity to 
°n0 ĵ Xo,nPanimcnt of suitable Latin incantations, and no 
of s ‘ e\er surprised. Hut it would occasion a great deal 
Carp; f r.ise if, let us say, Joe lieckctt shadowed his rival 
Qiir t' ” er and shot him in the back on his door step, or

v0ll i
1 .religionist fresh from that well known magical

’mis t “ — ........................
cha,rip- l° l)rcvont assasination because of the county
'V°rld 1knshiP; Sport, as much as anything else in the 
®Ritnaj HC(ls, not as Mr. Salkind says, “  the has 
ikstiCc eatures ”  in man, but the best instincts of 
4-Ud 1 an<l tair play, of tolerance and healthy rivalry. 
h°ia jpVo,'ld rather my converts to Freethought came 
tolerant ranks than the ranks of the bigoted and in- 
/a,llcnes. urehes. And I regret, as a Freethinker, my 
’ larehisjnmust comI)cl me to class with the Churches—

II C utner .

MIND YOUR OWN BUSINESS!
S ir ,— Ah ! What is my own business ? Some things 

may appertain to me solely, but I really can hardly say 
what.

As far as I understand things I have passed my life 
in trying to get people to mind their own business. 
Because if they won’t mind theirs I cannot effectively 
mind mine. But the bulk of people are such fools or are 
so lazy that rather than think for themselves they let 
the priest think for them in religion, the doctor in 
medicine, and the politician in affairs of the State and 
foreign affairs. And as an old saying went : “  Where are 
we now? ”

To let other people think for you would perhaps be 
all right if each individual had an independency which 
allowed him to think independently and to give an un­
biassed opinion. But let any priest or parson say, “  I 
have been misdirecting the people.”  Even if he says, 
“  I did it mistakenly,”  in many instances his life is en­
dangered. The same with the doctor. What happened 
to Dr. Tebb ? He had a good position as a medical officer 
of health. He was shot out of his job because he found 
out that vaccination was a delusion, and was honest 
enough to say so to politicians instead of leading public 
opinion. If they must they follow it instead. The object 
of all my addresses, and I have given many hundreds 
indeed, the opening words of, I should say, nearly half 
of them, have been “  Mind Your Own Business! ”  The 
object of all my letters to the Press has been the same.

“  Know something of everything and everything of 
something ” is a wise saying. But if you are driven to 
the experts—listen to opinions on both sides, and do not 
accept the opinion of a majority without comparing 
reasons. The minority to-day is the majority to-morrow.

A . J. M a r r io tt .

“  GOD’S SUFFERING.”
S ir ,— In your issue of April 30 appears a rejoinder by 

Dr. Lyttelton to my letter of the 9th.
Dr. Lyttelton assumes, rather rashly, I think, that if 

1 were in charge of large classes it would not be long 
before I should find myself “  inflicting suffering, not 
only consciously, but of set purpose.” Flatly, I should 
do nothing of the kind. I have been in charge of large 
classes for long periods without resorting to corporal 
chastisement, and I see no earthly reason why I should 
do so in the future. My experience suggests that corporal 
punishment defeats the purpose for which it is applied, 
is psychologically unsound, lowering to the moral tone of 
the school, and a prime factor in the production of social 
derelicts.

Moreover, too often, the teacher who resorts to it with 
a view “ to doing some youngster good ” is really only 
gratifying his own desire for power. Read Neil’s 
Dominie in Doubt. Dr. Lyttelton’s little moral tale about 
the naughty puppy and his moral reclamation is very 
interesting doubtless— it is hardly impressive. But what 
about the duckling? Possibly he was maimed for life 
by the naughty puppy! Did he love the terrier devotedly 
after the mauling he had received? And what was his 
special blend of good and evil ? Was the puppy’s love 
perhaps cupboard love ? I am sorry Dr. Lyttelton has 
such a dec)) and abiding distrust for plain folk in general 
and “  plain fathers ”  in particular. But then parents are 
very aggravating to schoolmasters, 1 know ! (I am not 
a “ plain father ”  myself.) Does Dr. Lyttelton’s aversion 
also extend to the "  plain ”  truth? This question is not 
meant as an insult! I am afraid Dr. Lyttelton’s concep­
tion of suffering and mine differ materially, as I think 
can be inferred from my original letter. The castigation 
of a worm with a feather, the agony of rising from 
slumber, and the torture inflicted in passing from light 
into darkness sound rather more imaginary than real. 
They are analogies, but are they valid? Dr. Lyttelton 
speaks of an “  ingredient ”  and a “  blend.”  Why not 
say a modicum, an irreducible minimum, or better still, 
no pain at all ? Blends are useful sometimes. I like a 
good blend of “  Cut Mixture,”  but I draw the line 
(naughty thing to do) atrblends of “  good and evil.”  Let 
us have our “  good ” unadulterated, say I. Theologians 
tell us that in Heaven there is no blend of “  good and 
evil.”  There it is all "  good." Well, why not have the 
pure and unadulterated article here? Dr. Lyttelton
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suggests that life would be dull and unendurable here 
without the contrasts afforded by the blending of “  good 
and evil.”  But if there is to be no such blending in the 
Heavenly City, how wretchedly dull and unendurable it 
is going to be there!

My letter laid emphasis on the generally admitted 
evils of life. By a father “  brutally ill-using his child ” 
I did not, of course, mean Daddy’s frown of repression. 
Dr. Lyttelton reminds me of the youngster who picks 
out all the straight and easy sums, but carefully ignores 
the real problems.

As an example of evil let us take the poor sufferer 
writhing in agony from a dose of poison gas, or say the 
victim of cancer in its worst form enduring perhaps for 
long months the exquisite torture! Here we have evil 
in one of its most repulsive forms! Will Dr. Lyttelton 
admit that it is beneficial ? Does he truly admire his 
Heavenly Father’s methods ? Are these terrible afflic­
tions merely ingredients in a “  blend of good and evil ? ” 
What becomes of the “  good bound up with the pain 
h ere?”  And what is that good? While I give Dr. 
Lyttelton all credit for earnestness and sincerity of pur­
pose I must still remain unconvinced by his untenable 
theories, I feel that Zoroaster went one better than 
Christ. In his concluding remarks Dr. Lyttelton hints 
that I am disappointed at finding no cogent arguments 
for Theism in the Parson and the Atheist. I neither said 
nor implied anything of the kind. I am only too well 
aware that no such arguments exist. Dr. Lyttelton 
deems that as an Atheist I should be pleased that Theists 
have nothing to say. W hy? It is not the aim of Free­
thinkers to stifle the voices of their opponents, but to 
render possible the freest expression of thought— the 
fullest possible discussion. The foes of intellectual free­
dom are religionists, not Freethinkers— and no Free­
thinker fears to encounter his Theistic opponent. He 
has nothing to lose and all to gain by the contest.

It is the clergy to-day who arc shy and coy.
Dr. Lyttelton is an honourable and outstanding excep­

tion. J. H. Newman says, “  that apart from an interior 
and unreasoned conviction the existence of God cannot 
be proved.”

Now I have a reasoned conviction that God does not 
exist. Therefore, I think, the inference that may be 
drawn from Dr. Lyttelton’s final question, viz., that 1 
am “  seeking God all the time ”  cannot reasonably be 
sustained. Chas. Baker.

Ilarrismith, O.F.S., South Africa.

S U N D A Y  L E C T U R E  N O T IC E S , Etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on 
Tuesday and be marked “ Lecture Notice ” if not sent on 
post-card.

LONDON:
Indoor.

South P lace E thical Society (South Place, Moorgate 
Street, E.C.e) : n , John A. Hobson, M.A., “ The Christian 
Churches and the New Social Order.”

Outdoor.
Bethnal G reen Branch N.S.S. (Victoria Park, near the 

Bandstand) : 6.15, Mr. Darby, A Lecture.
North L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Regent’s Park) : 6.30, Mr- 

A. D. McLaren, “ Jesus Christ : History or Myth? ”
South L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Brockwell Park) : 3.15 and 

6, Mr. Shaller, Lecture.
West I-Iam Branch N.S.S.—Ramble : Train 9.58 a.m- 

Plaistow, calling Upton Park and East Ham to Upminster. 
Lunch to be carried. Tea will be arranged. Return fare 
is. 9d. from Plaistow.

COUNTRY.
Indoor.

South S hields Branch N.S.S. (12 Straker Terrace, Tyne 
Dock) : 6.30, Business Meeting; Report of Mr. Whitehead’s 
Visit; 7, Mr. J. Hannan, “ Organized Frcethought.”

p i N E S T  Q U A L IT Y  A R T  JU M PER S IL K , 4s. 6d.
per 4 oz. hank. All shades. Postage 3d. per hank ; 3 or 4 

hanks, 7d.— F. P. Walter, 69 Valkyrie Road, Westcliffe-on-Se3» 
Essex.

W h i t e w a y  s u m m e r  s c h o o l  (in the Cots-
wolds). An Educational Venture (of special interest to 

Freethinkers) purporting to stimulate the newly dawning 
spirit of willingness and search out realities, to the end that 
life may be built upon durable foundations. To further tins 
object w  ̂offer—from July 8 until August 26, 1922—a mentally 
and physically health promoting environment. Programme 
to include : Series of Lectures on General Science (with prac* 
tical demonstrations), Biology, Botany and Nature Study» 
Psychology (Psycho-Analysis), Sociology (non political)» 
Political Theory, Rhythm, Colour and Harmony, Philosophy 
and Literature. Also Art Exhibitions, Musical Recitals, aim 
Organized Excursions.—Write to Stormont Murray, White" 
way Colony, nr. Stroud, Glos., for Prospectus and any further 
information.

N ew castle  L ectu re  Tour.

June 18-23.
I addressed four meetings on Newcastle Moor and three 

others in the villages of High Spen, Greenside, and Chop- 
well. The Sunday evening meeting in Newcastle was 
unfortunately terminated by the rain when the address 
was nearly finished, and a good-sized crowd reluctantly 
dispersed before questions could he taken. Another, cf 
the four was held in face of very threatening weather 
which, however, on this occasion allowed the meeting to 
continue to its natural end. The other two Newcastle 
meetings were all that could be desired as far as numbers 
and interest are concerned, volleys of questions and plat­
form opposition being dealt with for a considerable time.

The Sunday morning meeting in High Spcn passed off 
very w ell; the Greenside meeting also, for a small village, 
came up to expectations. A t Chopwell the audience 
ranged itself like sparrows on a fence some twenty yards 
away whilst the speaker delivered a long-distance lecture 
which failed to evoke a single question.

Another week will be spent in this district, the meet­
ings yet to be addressed when this report appears being 
on Newcastle Moor, Thursday evening, and at Greenside 
on the Friday (June 29 and 30). G eorge W hiteh ead .

Goethe’s religion was eminently concrete, and devout 
in its worship of realities. He believed in fact; he 
thought reality in itself holier than any fiction could 
make it.— George Ilenry Lewes, “  Lije of Goethe.”

T )R A D L A U G IT .— Bronze Bust on a Black Moulds
-l J  Pedestal, total height 15 ins., including 2 vols. GeofSe 
Jacob Holyoake's Autobiography. Price ¿5 5s.—B. Carsvvel1" 
Cio City Road, London, E.C.

P R O P A G A N D IS T  L E A F L E T S .
Tcetotalism, J. M. Wheeler; 3. Princip

2. Bible
. „ Principles 0/ Seeularist,tl 

C. Watts; 4. Where Arc Your HospitalsT R. IngersollI 
Because the Bible Tells Me-So, W. P. Ball; 6. Why Be Go° 
G. W. Foote; 7. Advice to Parents, Ingcrsoll; The PM50!1 * 
Creed. Often the means of arresting attention and mâ 1®® 
new members. Price is. per hundred, post free is. 2d.

T hree New Leaflets <
1. Vo You Want the TruthT C. Cohen; 7. Does God 
W. Mann; 9. Religion and Science, A. D. McLaren. 
four pages. Price is. 6d. per hundred, postage 3d. Sa0,p y) 
on receipt of stamped addressed envelope.—N.S.S. SeckEia 
62 Farringdon Street, E.C. 4.

P I O N E E R  L E A F L E T S .
B y  C H A P M A N  CO H EN .

No. 3. DYING FREETHINKERS.
No. ,4. THE BELIEFS OF UNBELIEVERS.
No. 5. ARE CHRISTIANS INFERIOR TO FR#0' 

THINKERS?
No. 6. DOES MAN DESIRE GOD?

Price is. 6d. per ioo, Postage 3d.

T he Pioneer. Press, 61 Farringdon Street, ET- a
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Pamphlets.

By  G. W. F oote.
Ch r is t ia n it y  a n d  p r o g r e s s . Price 2d., postage id.
‘He  PHILOSOPHY OF SECULARISM. Price 2d., post­

age Yi d.

THE JEWISH LIFE OF CHRIST. Being the Sepher Toldoth 
Jeshn, or Book of the Generation of Jesus. With an 
Historical Preface and Voluminous Notes. By G. W. 
Foote and J. M. W heeler. Price 6d., postage id.

VOLTAIRE’S PHILOSOPHICAL DICTIONARY. Vol. I., 
j23 pp., with Fine Cover Portrait, and Preface by 
Chapman Cohen. Price is. 3d., postage ij^d.

By  Chapman Cohen.
HFITY AND DESIGN. Price id., postage yd.
WAR AND CIVILIZATION. Price id., postage yd. 
^HIvIGION AND THE CHILD. Price id., postage '/A.

HD AND MAN : An Essay in Common Sense and Natural 
ott Morality. Price 3d., postage yd.
CHRISTIANITY AND SLAVERY : With a Chapter on 

Christianity and the Labour Movement. Price is., post- 
age xy2d.

wOMa n  AND CHRISTIANITY : The Subjection and 
<, ^xP °̂'fation of a Sex. Price is., postage iyd.
On« LiSM AND THE CHURCHES. Price 3d., postage id.

KLED AND CHARACTER. The Influence of Religion on 
.„R acial Life. Price 7d., postage i^d.
‘ «E PARSON AND THE ATHEIST, a  Friendly Dis­

cussion on Religion and Life between Rev. the Hon. 
Rdward Lyttelton, D.D., and Chapman Cohen. Price 

LnnS‘ 6cT’ Postage 2d.
UHS MAN SURVIVE DEATH ? Is the Belief Reasonable ?

Verbatim Report of a Discussion between Horace Leaf 
’ and Chapman Cohen. Price yd., postage id.

v, By  J. T. L loyd .
p a y e r  ; it s  o r ig in , h is t o r y , a n d  f u t i l i t y .

Price 2d., postage id.

prei
By  M imnermus.

Th o u g h t  AND LITERATURE. Price id., postage 
'Ad.

^ gan
By  W alter Mann.

Jd AND CHRISTIAN MORALITY. Price 2d., postage

ScHlNcE AND THE SOUL. With a Chapter on Infidel 
cath-Bcds. Price yd., postage i'/2d.

Tjjp, By  A rthur F . T horn.
j,.RlFE-WORSHIP OF RICHARD JEFFERIES. With 

lnc Portrait of Jefferies. Price is., postage i'/2d.

S°CIETY
By  R obert A rch .

AND SUPERSTITION. Price 6d., postage id.

5i"'REs y
^rt'sts

By  H. G. F armer.
IN ART. The Religious Opinions of 
and Musicians. Price 3d., postage id.

Famous

RlîVjfT, , By  A. Millar.
Till; IN RHYME. Price is. 6d„ postage i^d.

Is FF<S OF PAN : And Other Prose Fantasies. Price 
■’ Postage i^d.

TIIr  j   ̂ By  G. II. MURrriY.
p°staURNER : A Flay of the Imagination Price

^PllCin ' Dy  Colonel Ingersoll. 
w  :Prie» A SIN ? AND LAST WORDS ON SUICIDE.

Postage id.
OF MOSES. Price 2d., postage id.

V  ON By D. Hums.
N SUICIDE. Price id., postage yd.

T'Jt: Pioneer

SPIRITUALISM AND A FUTURE LIFE

The Other Side of Death
A Critical Examination of the Belief in a 
Future Life, with a Study of Spiritualism, 
from the Standpoint of the New Psychology

By CHAPMAN COHEN
This is an attempt to ie-interpret the fact of death 
with its associated feelings in terms of a scientific 
sociology and psychology. It studies Spiritualism 
from the point of view of the latest psychology, and 
offers a scientific and naturalistic explanation of its 

fundamental phenomena.

Paper Cover, 2s., postage 2d.; Cloth Bound, 3s. 6d., 
postage 3d.

The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4.

A Grammar of Freethought
By CHAPMAN COHEN

(Issued by the Secular Society, Limited) 

CONTENTS:
Chapter I.—Outgrowing the Gods. Chapter H.—Life 
and Mind. Chapter III.—What is Freethought? 
Chapter IV.—Rebellion and Reform. Chapter V.—
The Struggle for the Child. Chapter VI.—The Nature 
of Religion. Chapter VII.—The Utility of Religion. 
Chapter VIII.—Freethought and God. Chapter IX.— 
Freethought and Death. Chapter X.—This World 
and the Next. Chapter XI.—Evolution. Chapter
XII.—Darwinism and Design. Chapter XIII.— 
Ancient and Modern. Chapter XIV.—Morality without 
God.—I. Chapter XV.—Morality without God.—II. 
Chapter XVI.—Christianity and Morality. Chapter 
XVII.—Religion and Persecution. Chapter XVIII.— 

What is to follow Religion ?
A Work that should be read by Freethinker and Christian alike 

Cloth Bound,, with tasteful Cover Design.

Price 5s., postage 4d.

The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4.

NEW PROPAGANDIST PAMPHLETS

THE CHRISTIAN’S SUNDAY; Its History and Its 
Fruits. By A. D. McL aren.

Price T w op en ce, postage id.

WHAT IS RELIGION? By Colonel Robert G. 
I ngersoll,

This is Colonel Ingersoll’s last public pronouncement on li e 
subject of Religion, and may be taken as his final confession 

of Faith.
Price One Penny, postage $d.; 7s. per 100 post free.

THE HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH. By Colonel Robert 
G. Ingersoll.

A brilliant criticism of Christianity.
Price One Penny, postage | d .; 7s. per 100 post free.

WHO WAS THE FATHER OF JESUS ? By G. W .
F oote.

Price One Penny, postage Jd.

THE MARTYRDOM OF HYPATIA; The Rise of 
Christianity on the Ruins of Ancient Civi­
lization. By M. M. Mangasarian.

Price One Penny, postage id. The two together, 
post free, 3d.

Both of these pamphlets are well calculated to do excellent 
service as propagandist literature, and those requiring 
quantities for that purpose will receive 250 assorted copies 

for 15s., carriage free. ,
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A GREAT HISTORY
for 3s. 6d.

and three subsequent monthly payments o f 2s. 6d.

Short History of Freethought

A  Bargain for BooK-Buyers.

LIFE AND EVOLUTION
By F. W. HEADLEY

Large Svo., 272 pp., with about 100 illustrations.

An Outline of the theory of evolution, with discussions <4 
the later theories of Mendel, De Vries, etc., etc.

Price 4s. 6d., postage 8d.
By the Right Hon. J. M. ROBERTSON

Two vols., xxiv+1019 pp.; Cloth.

Mr . R obertson’s remarkable book outlines the progress of 
the human mind from the times of primitive man until the 
present day. All through the moving story the partisans of 
particular creeds have claimed to possess truth without 
searching for it, have stifled inquiry and regarded doubt as 
a crime, and have so discouraged thought as almost to destroy 
the power of thinking. Against this wrong and mischievous 
method of Unreason imposed by Authority, Freethought has 
always raised persistent protest, and has always maintained 
the right of each person to do his own thinking.

The Short History of Freethought traces the growth of 
mental independence in ancient Greece and Rome during the 
Middle Ages, the Reformation, and the later centuries, in 
all the principal civilized countries. The chapter dealing 
with the Nineteenth Century is of special interest, containing 
sections on Popular Propaganda and Culture, Biblical 
Criticism, Poetry and General Literature, the Natural 
Sciences, the Sociological Sciences, Philosophy and Ethics, 
Modern Jewry, and the Oriental Civilizations.

This is an almost unlimited field, for it involves a history 
of mankind’s intellectual growth from infancy to maturity, 
and the enormous mass of material is easily and powerfully 
handled by Mr. Robertson. Of its kind there is no better 
book in existence; in fact, as a detailed history of the fight 
for freedom it is without a rival, and no recommendation of 
it could be too strong.

Mr. Austin Harrison, the Editor of the English Review, 
says about this book : —

“ We cannot resist the temptation of congratulating 
both author and publishers on the third edition of this 
fine work. Readers of the English Review will place it 
beside their Buckle and Gibbon—it has many qualities in 
common with them, notably the diligence displayed in 
amassing material and grouping it so as to gain the 
maximum of cumulative force. One might say much of 
Mr. Robertson’s lucid method of exposition, of his 
painstaking research and scrupulous honesty; but the 
characteristic feature of this work—the main impression 
it leaves on us—is precisely that sense of harmonious 
onward movement and driving power, that feeling of 
momentum which can be generated in the mind of a 
reader only when the author has complete grip of his 
subject, when he possesses his facts and remains un­
possessed by them.”

This fascinating work is now offered to residents in this 
country, carriage paid, on the following easy terms :—

3s. 6d. cash with order.
2s. 6d. per month for the three following months.

APPLICATION FORM.
To the PIONEER PRESS,

61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4.

Please forward me the Right. Hon. J. M. Robertson’s 
"  Short History of Freethought,”  2 vols., bound in cloth, in 
payment of which I enclose Postal Order for 3s. 6d. and under­
take to remit, on the first day of each of the three months 
following the date of this order, a further sum of 2s. 6d., 
making us. in all.

Name.............. '.......................................... .

Address................................ ............... .

Only a very limited number available.

T he P ioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street, E-C. 4-

THE

SHELLEY CENTENARY
Selected Prose Writings

OF

PERCY BYSSHE SHELLEY
With Introduction by H. S. SALT

The Necessity of Atheism. Letter to Lord EHeI1' 
borough. Refutation of Deism. Defence of Poetry’ 
Literature and Manners of the Ancients. On Life- 

On a Future State. Essay on Christianity.

Price O N E  S H I L L I N G , postage 2d.

The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C. 4’

BUY DIRECT

Bargains in LACE CURTAINS

Choice Designs Low Prices

Write for Illustrated Booklet

The North Ayrshire
Lace Curtain O0‘

D A R V E L , A Y R S H I R E

THE BIBLE HANDBOO^
For Freethinkers and Inquiring Christift®8

By G. W. FOOTE and W. P. ^

N E W  E D IT IO N
(Issued by the Secular Society, Limited)

CONTENTS:
Part I.—Bible Contradictions. Part II.—Bible Absuu .e5, 
Part III.—Bible Atrocities. Part IV.—Bible Imni°r‘2 ' 
Indecencies, Obscenities, Broken Promises, an*1 v 

-  filled Prophecies.

Cloth Bound. Price 2s. 6d. Postage 3d'
.„able

One of the most useful books ever published. Iuv'a) 
Freethinkers answering Christians.

T he P ioneer P ress, 6i Farringdon Street,

Printed and Published by T he P ioneer Press (G.
and Co., Ltd.), 61 Farringdon Street, London> ;
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