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Views and Opinions.
Sapidity in the Press.

^ is said that Mr. Balfour, now disguised under 
le title of Lord Balfour, never reads the papers. But 

as he has someone who reads them for him, selecting 
I It is thought necessary for him to see, he loses 

Nothing and gains much. All of us are not so for­
nately situated and so have to do our own drudgery, 
though if one is placed for a time where access to 

Newspapers is impossible it is surprising how little 
°Ne misses. Happily, for those blessed with a sense 
n humour, there is some compensation even in having 
0 Wade through a number of newspapers. The Times 
a<hng articles, for instance, when dealing with non- 
0 'tieal subjects, are extremely amusing in their 

S e r o u s  stupidity. When one turns to them from 
ler papers it is like witnessing a really funny turn 
a music hall after sitting through half-a-dozen dull 

‘'formers. Sometimes one of the leading articles is 
t ’̂corned with religion, and it is then plainly written 
0{ 0rder with a view to please at once the old ladies—

Noth sexes— with whom the Times is an institution, 
ahd at the same time satisfy those latitudinarian con- 

Natives who like to feel themselves to be 
. v°I»tionists

to be daring 
What with this type of leading article

Go[ I-<ord Northcliffe’s comic opera expedition into 
'»many, travelling incognito by merely changing his 

t lle. and solemnly recording the number of expec- 
1 German mothers as part of a deep-laid plot to 

vjStt Gie Versailles Treaty, one often wonders 
to« '•Cr t' le appointed editor of the Times docs not 
C a r n e s  change places with the editor of Comic 
ij, 5. or some similar paper that is issued under the 

: iinfPlCeS °I our leading yellow journalist. The only 
' Sti,i°;tÛ te  thing is that a large number of people 
y0l,thak.e the Times seriously. They heard in their

Accent *1 .............
Una ,̂ u,e tradition without reflection, and are quite

arc that the Times ceased to exist years ago.

ihe

that the T imes was an important paper; they

TC Tv
Ijaw and the Public.

itiiport°0<̂ 'Ihistration of the Times’ handling of an 
0, atlt social and scientific issue may be seen in 

Hi tLis lts loa(li»g articles on the True case. The issue
of 

$ii
crédit tCaSC " as (in'te simple, and in its first form did
^cniald^tlie common sense of the general public.
Ctn; Trua'nl "e’ an obvious degenerate, but who was 

y not insane in any genuine sense of the word,

had led a wholly disgraceful life, and finished up by 
murdering a girl under peculiarly revolting circum­
stances. He was sentenced to death, and the Home 
Secretary, acting, it was said, under private pressure, 
found means of reprieving him. Now there was no 
particular public grievance to begin with, in the mere 
fact of True being reprieved, so long as he was not 
permitted to remain at large no one would have com­
plained. What made the case noticeable was that 
only a few days before the same Home Secretary had 
declined to interfere in the case of a boy of 18, who 
was duly hanged. In the one case there wTas a poor 
boy without money or influence, in the other there 
was a vile creature with money and influential friends 
behind him. So gross a case of partiality could not 
well pass unnoticed, and a public agitation sprang up. 
So far, as I have said, the matter did the public’s 
sense of justice credit. But under the influence of 
Lord Northcliffe’s papers— the morning edition of the 
Evening News (the Times), and the evening edition 
of the Times (the Evening News)— this exhibition of 
healthy resentment at the partiality of public adminis­
tration is turned into a brutalizing scream for someone 
to be hanged merely because someone has been killed, 
and thus the healthy demand for the impartial ad­
ministration of the law tends to become lost in a cry 
that does no credit to anyone, and the only purpose 
of which can be to advance the attractiveness of a 
form of journalism that has for some years tended to 
lower the whole tone of the British Press. And that 
is a matter which concerns all who desire to see the 
tone of public life on as high a level as is possible.

# ft.

Legal Stupidity.
So much for the bald facts of the case as it stands. 

What I have called the pompous absurdity of the 
Times is seen in a leading article in the issues for 
June 13 and 14, and one in the evening edition for the 
latter date. Under cover of the. True case there is an 
attack upon the teachings of Psycho-analysis, or what 
the writer thinks is such, and upon the doctrine of 
determinism— again upon what the writer thinks is 
such. And shelter is taken behind a stupidity of Mr. 
Justice Avory, who, if he wishes to build up a reputa­
tion for intelligence in non-legal matters, would do 
well to keep his mouth closed out of working hours. 
Justice Avory protested against the infliction of 
penalties being left to the discretion of Harley Street 
specialists (who would be much better judges of fitting 
penalties than the average judge), and said that “  the 
only security for the public was every crime should 
be followed by its appropriate penalty.”  Presumably 
what Mr. Justice Avory has in his mind is “  stated 
penalty,”  and the confusion of the two indicates that 
his lordship might greatly benefit by a course of lec­
tures dealing with the psychology of crime and the 
history of the criminal law. For the infliction of stated 
penalties has very little to do with the diminution 
of crime and the protection of the public. There 
never was a law that people would not risk evading, 
and which many do not evade. The whole history of 
the criminal law proves that severity of punishment, 
and even certainty of punishment, doegjittle or noth-
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ing to diminish crime. Naturally a certain type cf 
judge, particularly one of the Justice Avory type, 
who with the whole history of religious persecution 
before him is convinced that punishments will prevent 
heretics voicing their heresy, ladles out penalties like 
a draper measuring off yards of calico, and in the 
end comes to regard that as the only method of dealing 
with crime. Inflicting penalties is his business, he 
believes in his trade, although one might expect that 
the mere sight of people coming before him time 
after time for sentence might convince him that there 
is something wrong with the method employed. We 
are not surprised at the Times approving Justice 
Avory. We do not doubt that Justice Avory reads 
the Times. The two are well matched in this in­
stance.

* * *

Free Will and Determinism.
For the rest the True case is taken by these two 

leading lights of yellow journalism to solemnly warn 
us against a scientific psychology and the dangers of 
adopting a theory of determinism. The Times says 
that “  the moment the idea that a man is fully respon­
sible for his actions is successfully assailed the whole 
administration of justice fails.”  And the Evening 
News writes with impressive ignorance that years ago 
“  there was a pitched battle between the preachers of 
Determinism and those who stood fast by Free W ill,”  
and the Determinists were “  severely defeated.”  And 
the argument of the Determinist was “  that a mur­
derer could not have helped committing his murder, 
and that it was wrong to punish him for doing what 
he could not help.”  It is quite news to me that in 
some pitched battle of years ago the Determinists 
were severely defeated, since I had got into my head 
that in every branch of science determinism was an 
accepted and unquestioned principle, and that without 
it science, as such, was an impossibility. After all, the 
most that Determinism says is that every event is due 
to definite, knowablc, and localisable causes, and I 
have yet to hear of any scientific man who questions 
that. And as science is wholly a search for the con­
ditions under which things occur, if that is not 
accepted as a working principle, then no science is 
possible, ordered thinking is a delusion, and all that 
is left for us is the leader writers of the morning and 
evening edition of the Evening News. Of course, we 
are not able to assign to every phenomenon the condi­
tions of its occurrence, but that is quite a different 
matter. We hope to be able to one day, and in the 
meantime nature only becomes understandable, and 
civilized man lifted above the level of the ignorant 
wonder of the savage so far as this aspiration is 
realized.

* * *

What Is Responsibility P
Apart from the question of miracles the fight 

between the Determinist and the believer in Free- 
W ill, centred on the question of whether this principle 
generally admitted in science, should be applied to 
human nature or not. And in this case both theory 
and fact were on the side of the Determinist. The 
theory because any judgment on human conduct 
implies Determinism. When it is said that True was 
a degenerate character, and the jury \ îth the evidence 
before them decided that he was guilty of the murder, 
what they really did was to assume that given such a 
man and such a set of environing circumstances, it was 
fairly certain that the murder was committed. The 
character and the circumstances were the determining 
factors in the crime. Had the jury not been guided—  
in practice— by deterministic principles, there was no 
reason why they should have come to any decision on 
the matter. And it being granted that a certain char­
acter, combined with a certain set of circumstances,

results in a particular crime, the question of punish­
ment and responsibility arises. The Determinist here 
raises no objection to punishment— although he prefers 
another term— what he insists upon is that the punish­
ment must bear due relation to the character of the 
convicted man, and that the fact of his responsibility 
shall be made clear. And here it is quite clear that 
the Times’ writer has not the slightest notion as to 
what is the nature of responsibility. Clearly there are 
some things for which man would be held neither 
legally nor morally responsible. An insane person lS 
responsible neither in morals nor at law. A  child 
who emptied a bottle of poison into a cup of tea would 
not be responsible for the death of the one who drank 
it. And there are some people who are so over­
mastered by one special propensity, that responsibility 
is also denied. The questions of the origin of actions 
and of responsibility for actions are quite distinct- 
The first is a matter of pure science, the other enters 
into the province of sociology. And in both morals 
and law the question of responsibility centres upon 
the fact of whether the person before us is normally 
constituted, is able to appreciate the consequences of 
what he is doing, and is amenable to certain restrain' 
ing or modifying motives. If he is normally consti' 
tuted and can appreciate what he is doing, then the 
fact of his responsibility is established. And in sphe 
of the learned ignorance of Mr. Justice Avory, the 
interests of society would be looked after much better 
if, after the judge and jury had found the man guilty 
on a question of fact, it were left to a panel of experts 
to say what kind of punishment would best meet the 
particular offence under notice. Until something ĥ 'c 
that is done I venture to say we shall do very little 
to seriously diminish crime or to reform the criminal- 
The absurdity of highly paid judges without any
necessary qualifications, other than a knowledge of

law, sitting and imposing sentences with the aid of a 
yard stick, is one of the most ridiculous features 0 
-our legal administration. It is only slightly less <hs‘ 
heartening than is the sight of papers enjoying hnPc 
circulations playing to the lower passions of men lfl' 
stead of appealing to what is better in their nature 
and trading upon the general ignorance of science t° 
throw discredit upon scientific labours. For suc 
papers live by— and on— their readers. And it is *1 
reader of the newspaper, not the student of books 0
of life, who plays so large a part in fashioning the

modern .State. C hapman Comitf*

Percy Bysshe Shelley.

1.
T he M an.

On the eighth of July will be observed the centc*1* 
of one of the greatest lyrical poets the world has c 
seen. Born on August 4, 1792, at Field Place J»

Horsham, Sussex, Shelley lost his life at sea off t
Gulf of Spczia, Italy, on July 8, 1822, within less tb

a month of the completion of the thirtieth year , 
age. What actually took place is not known, \ 
never will be. Both he and his friend Williams, 
passionately fond of boating, were returning ^ p 
visit to Eeghorn on their little schooner the ^ ej-e 
Juan,”  but they never reached Spezia. That ^  
suddenly arose a violent squall, and that the sch° ^  
sank, arc facts; but whether she capsized in the s ^ 
or was run down by some other vessel, a feluC tpe 
fishing-smack, can only be surmised, th0X1L ^ $ 
weight of evidence, such as it is, seems to lean t fie 
the latter alternative. It was a tragedy 
poet’s loyal friend, Irelawny, and others, coul fC, 
forget, and which posterity will never cease to
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It was Trelawny who, after a laborious search, dis­
covered the bodies of the two friends washed ashore, 
and had them duly burned according to the ancient 
Greek custom. Then the ashes of the poet were cok 
lected and piously taken to Rome, where they were 
huried in the new Protestant cemetery. Close by had 
been buried, a little more than a year before, another 
great English poet, John Keats, who died at Rome, 
when he had but just entered upon the twenty-sixth 
year of his age, of whom Shelley had written, in the 
preface to A donáis, an elegy on his friend’s lamented 
decease, that he “  considered the fragment of Hyperion 
as second to nothing that was ever produced by a 
writer of the same years.”  In the same preface, 
describing the cemetery as “ an open space among the 
ruins, covered in winter by violets and daisies,”  he 
says : “ It might make one in love with death, to 
think that one should be buried in so sweet a place,”  
I'ttle dreaming that his own ashes should so soon find 
their home in the same lovely spot.

I'rorn earliest childhood Shelley was a boy of strong, 
indeperident character. Though shy, sensitive, and 
tnelined to mopishness, he was yet wonderfully open 
t° impressions and of a peculiarly independent, even 
tebellious disposition. Certain customs of the day he 
Positively hated and was not slow to condemn and 
rcvolt against. Before entering University College, 
Gxford, he passed through three schools. The first 
Was at Warnham, to which he was sent at the age of 
six. The second was Sion House Academy, Brentford, 
Under the prineipalship of Dr. Greenlaw, to whom 
Were entrusted mostly the sons of local tradesmen. 
He entered this institution in his tenth year. Two 
years later he was sent to Eton public school, whose 
headmaster, nearly to the end of his stay, was Dr. 
' 0°dall. Dr. Goodall may have been a mild dis­

ciplinarian for that period, but it by no means follows 
‘■ at flagellation was not practised at the school. It 

Would have been almost a miracle had a boy of 
Shelley's ardent temperament escaped corporal punish- 
n’ent- Submission to authority was generally looked 
Upon as an essential attribute of a successful school 
. > but Shelley was a natural rebel against all artifi- 

oially constituted authority. Readers of T om Brown's 
‘ cnool Days arc aware what a prominent place fagging 
Used to hold in English public schools, and fagging 
rJleaus compelling the younger boys to be under the 

°uiinion of the older ones. That is to say, the junior 
hupils must be the drudges or “  fags ”  of the senior 

’fids, running their errands, cleaning their studies,
‘ °fiping balls at cricket. Against such a system 
' Wiley's whole nature was at war, with the result 

’at the Etonians called him “  Mad Shelley.”  It is 
” te possible that at heart they admired him for his 

of°ud independence and courage. He had the strength 
, G'aracter to mutiny against all forms of tyranny, 

ether exercised by senior boys or by anybody else 
'j, whom he had to do.

ty/ i ” aHy distasteful to young Shelley was the cruel 
f0 'U'ny of supernatural beliefs as then held and en- 
ob̂ U t  public schools. Authoritative creeds were r s 

Actionable to him as authoritative discipline. At 
in p sta£e hi his career he first repudiated the belief 
tet *0t* ’s 110t known; but it is a fact that in his middle 
hyUs at Eton he was dubbed an Atheist. It is argued 

'call T *  orthodox writers that an Eton boy might be 
but * an Atheist, not because he disbelieved in God, 
out !1Klx'ly because lie was mutinous; but, as pointed 
Was >y the late W. M. Rossetti, inasmuch as Shelley 
the /I" av°wed Atheist long before he came of age,
th-Gy , . ------ ------
Was Cire aJ}°ut when they so characterized him. He 
kgc ’’ y eighteen when he entered University Coi­
vo^ x t°rd, and met Thomas Jefferson Hogg, a 
botij fman from Durham. It was a fateful meeting for 

’ or there was at once struck up between them the

Pptural inference is that the Etonians knew what

closest possible friendship. They were extremely dis­
similar in many respects, and yet they were irresistibly 
drawn together by an invisible but unbreakable chain 
of mutual attraction, and each proved complementary 
to the other. On one point they were absolutely at 
one, namely, in their hostility to the Christian re­
ligion. They were both convinced Atheists and 
zealous anti-Christians. For all his convictions Shelley 
was afire with enthusiasm, and ere long he managed 
to kindle a feeble flame of enthusiasm in the semi- 
cynical mind of his friend, with the result that, after 
a few months as exceedingly popular undergraduates 
they succeeded in producing the famous pamphlet 
entitled The Necessity of Atheism, which was anony­
mously published and privately circulated, and which, 
on their declining to avow or disavow the authorship, 
resulted in their expulsion. Nominally, however, 
they were expelled not for holding and promulgating 
Atheistical views, but for “  contumaciously refusing 
to answer questions.”  At the time of his expulsion, 
on the 25th of March, 1811, Shelley was in the nine­
teenth year of his age.

He came up to London, and was soon assiduously 
engaged in a proselytizing mission. He wanted to 
convert everybody he came in contact with to his own 
way of thinking. One of his first converts was Harriet 
Westbrook, a Methodist, aged between fifteen and 
sixteen, who very naturally fell in love with the 
brilliant and fascinating young man, a love he was 
never fully able to requite, but with whom he after­
wards eloped, travelling post haste to Edinburgh, 
where, on the 25th of August, 1811, they were married 
according to the law of Scotland. It was not an ideal 
union, but Harriet was buoyed up by her deep love 
for her husband, and he was uniformly kind and con­
siderate. Into the poet’s domestic experiences, how­
ever, it is not our purpose to peer, all we are concerned 
with just now being his attitude toward the world in 
which he lived. For some years after his expulsion 
from Oxford he was a wanderer, now in Ireland, 
fighting for Catholic emancipation and the repeal of 
the union with England, now in North Wales, not far 
from Snowdon, full of active sympathy with the down­
trodden poor, sharing with them his modest income, 
now in London, taking an absorbing interest in all 
the democratic movements of the time, which the 
French Revolution had done so much to stimulate to 
a highly enthusiastic pitch, and now in the Lake Dis­
trict; but wherever he In •'«ned to be he made himself 
known as an anti-Chris out passionate lover of the 
people. His Address to the Irish People, Proposals 
for an Association of Philanthropists to Accomplish 
the Regeneration of Ireland, Declaration of Rights, A 
Letter to Lord Ellenborough, all published in 1812, 
show conclusively how ardently he desired and worked 
for the welfare of the masses.

Naturally such a romantic lover of the people came 
into close touch with that most popular sage of the 
opening years of the nineteenth century, William 
Godwin, whose Political Justice (1793), and Adven­
tures of Caleb Williams (1794), were the much loved 
text books of all social reformers of that period. 
Curious beyond comment was the concatenation of 
events for which the French evolution was almost 
directly responsible. In 1789 the Society, for Com­
memorating the Revolution in Great Britain held its 
annual meeting, the chief features of which since 
1688 were a dinner and a sermon; and on this occasion 
the sermon was preached by Dr. Richard Price, of Old 
Jewry, a radical Nonconformist divine. It was a most 
remarkable discourse, many of its points owing their 
pertinence to the recent fall of the Bastille. Of course 
the Golden Age was about to dawn and put an end 
to all social miseries. The published sermon circu­
lated widely, and gave rise to a good deal of excite­
ment. At first even Wordsworth fell under the spell
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of the intoxicating new hope, and put the scene of the 
Millenium,

Not in Utopia, subterraneous fields,
Or some secreted island, Heaven knows where,
But in the very world which is the world 
Of all of us, the place where in the end 
We find our happiness, or not at all.

But this did not suit the politicians at all who were 
only enraged by it, and who found a fitting spokesman 
in the one man of genius among them, Edmutrc 
Burke, whose reverence for established faiths and in­
institutions knew scarcely any bounds. Burke im­
mortalized Dr. Price’s sermon by his angry reply to 
it entitled Reflections on the French Revolution
(1790) . His hostility to the Revolution was a tower­
ing frenzy. Three years later Godwin’s philosophical 
reply to Burke made its appearance, emphasizing and 
developing Paine’s arguments so brilliantly and un­
answerably presented in his celebrated Rights of Man
(1791) . While the Government prosecuted Paine for 
a seditious libel, Godwin’s Political Justice made him 
for a time the idol of the masses. And yet long before 
the author’s end, his book was utterly dead; but its 
principles and aims were destined to live on in the 
works of the poet Shelley, a far greater genius than 
either Burke, Paine, or Godwin. As Mr. Brailsford 
justly says :— •

To Shelley Political Justice was the veritable “  milk 
of paradise.”  We must drink of it ourselves if we 
would share his banquet. Godwin, in short, explains 
Shelley, and it is equally true that Shelley is the 
indispensable commentary to Godwin (Shelley, God­
win, and their Circle, p. 214).

But Shelley was more, immeasurably more, than that.

J. T . E i,o y d .

A  Doubting Dean.
— ♦  ■ ■

This mystery of sending spiritual gifts is nothing but 
a trade. —Jonathan Swift.

Is not religion a cloak ? —Swift.
Swift is Rabelais in his good sense. — Voltaire.
Not a fantastical fool of them all shall flout me out of 

my calling. —Shakespeare.

T he Christian Church has contained in its fold many 
great men. Some of them were sincere believers. 
Others were Christians from force of circumstances, 
or held to the doctrines for material gain. To which 
class did Jonathan Swift belong? Was this great 
genius a sincere Christian, or was he a professing 
believer? Would he have remained a Christian had 
actual deaneries and possible bishoprics had no exist­
ence? Should we have found him among the Scottish 
Covenanters on the field of battle, or.in the arena with 
the lions at Rome, had his birth placed him in 
different circumstances?

His biographers, Scott, Johnson, and Thackeray, 
all describe Swift as religious, and popular opinion 
agrees with them. We hesitate to enter the lists 
against such eminent writers, but a candid opinion 
compels us to say that Swift was a Christian in name 
only; that he remained in the Church for the emolu­
ments she offered. In fact, Swift was a most 
irreligious man. Compared to him, Paine and 
Voltaire were saints, for these great Freethinkers had 
at heart a love for humanity, which was absent in 
Swift. The author of Gulliver’s Travels and the Tale 
of a Tub was intellectually incapable of being a 
Christian, and emotionally incapable of loving his 
fellow-men. The Tale of a Tub is one of the most 
tremendous indictments of Christianity, from the 
purely intellectual side, that have ever been printed. 
'Gulliver’s Travels expresses such scorn of the human 
race that its writer was constitutionally incapable of

sympathizing with a religion claiming to be a gospel 
of love.

Voltaire, a most excellent judge, regarded the Tale 
of a Tub as casting ridicule on the Christian religion. 
The man who wrote that book was quite aware of the 
logical inference of his proposition. The bishops who 
advised Queen Anne not to appoint Swift to a bishop­
ric were not without sagacity. Queen Anne and 
Voltaire had little in common, but they both agreed 
in regarding Swift’s literary work as anti-Christian.

Swift was irreligious, and a life long dissembler. 
He could be coarser than Rabelais, and profaner than 
Voltaire. Men have suffered death for treating sacred 
subjects less offensively than Swift treats the Holy 
Communion. Consider the facts of his life. He was 
brought up in the household of the epicurean Sir 
William Temple, and educated in the library of an 
avowed Freethinker. Swift was the boon companion 
of Pope, and a friend of the sceptical Bolingbroke. 
It is significant, nay, almost conclusive, as to the in­
sincerity of Swift’s religion, that he advised John 
Gay, the wildest of the men about town, to turn 
parson and look out for a seat on the Bench among 
the lordly successors of the poor apostles.

The paper Swift left behind him, Thoughts on 
Religion, is merely a set of excuses for not expressing 
disbelief. He says of his sermons, quite truthfully> 
that he preached pamphlets. They have no special 
Christian characteristic, and might have been preached 
from the steps of a Mohammedan mosque as well as 
from a Christian pulpit. There is no cant, for Swiff 
was too great and proud for that sorry device. Tried 
even by the low standards of the eighteenth century, 
his sermons are very secular. The following caustic 
passage from Swift’s sermon on the fate of Eutychus, 
who fell out of a window whilst listening to Paul 
preaching, will illustrate our meaning: —

The. accident which happened to this young man 
in the text hath not been sufficient to discourage 
his successors; but because the preachers now in the 
world, however they may exceed St. Paul in the art 
of setting men to sleep, do extremely fall short of 
him in the working of miracles; therefore men are 
become so cautious as to choose more safe and con­
venient stations and postures for taking their repo>e 
without hazard of their persons, and, upon the whole 
matter, choose rather to entrust their destruction to 
a miracle than their safety.

The surest indication of Swift’s real irreligion iS 
given in the satirical verses on the Day of Judgment, 
which were not published till after his death. They 
were sent by Lord Chesterfield in a letter to Voltaire, 
but everybody knows the biting lines : —

Ye who in divers sects were shammed,
And came to see each other damned 
(For so folks told you; but they knew 
No more of Jove’s designs than you);
The world’s mad business now is o’er,
And Jove resents such pranks no more.
I to such blockheads set luy wit!
I damn such fools I Go, go, you’re bit.

It may be pointed out that in controversy S'v'^ 
took the orthodox side. Outwardly lie was loyal 
his employers. For the Deists of his time, such 
Asgill, Collins, and Toland, he expressed contemP ' 
He refers to “ that quality of their volumh'0’̂ ' 
writings which the poverty of. the English langl,ilŜ  
compels me to call their style.”  In his sinister arg^ 
ment upon the abolition of the Christian religi°n’ 
drenches his opponents with vitriol. It is, hoWCv 
purely dialectic fencing. Swift was defending 1 
Church, of which he was a paid servant; just aS 
counsel will argue for his client. >■ ^

When face to face with death, Swift let the 
drop from his face, and we see the real man. ^  J  
he wrote his own epitaph, he disdained religi°m 5 
pillar of the Church, he refused to permit any rehg.
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allusions. A  .dignified worldliness, an appeal to the 
memory of his fellows, but not a syllable of pious 
platitude : —

Here lies the body of Jonathan Swift, Doctor of 
Divinity, Dean of his Cathedral Church, where 
fierce rage can tear the heart no more. Go, traveller, 
and imitate, if you can, an earnest, manly champion 
of freedom.

The original is in Latin, and the dates were the only 
additions. His allusion to his fight for freedom is 
genuine, for he strove for the liberty of Ireland.

Rabelais and Renan, both great sceptics, left the 
Church, and chose the open road. Swift stayed in the 
fold, and failed in his ambition. He had to put up 
with a petty deanery, when his ambition was at least 
a bishopric. The rage, of which he wrote as lacerat- 
,ng his heart, was intensified by disappointment. 
After prostituting a great and splendid genius, he 
died, to quote his own painful words, “  like a poisoned 
rat in a hole.”  Mimnermus.

“ A  Clergyman in H e ll! ”

Wherever God erects a house of prayer,
The Devil always builds a chapel there;
And ’twill be found upon examination
The latter always has the larger congregation.

—Defoe, “  The True-born Englishman

A Ci.ergyman in H ell! ”  A  strange title, but we 
d'd not invent it. It is the rev. gentleman’s own 
description of his experiences during five years as 
Rector of Rusper, as recorded in Five Years’ Hell in 
a Country Parish, by the Rev. Edward Fitzgerald
Synnott.

Rusper is a country village in Sussex, midway 
between Horsham and Three Bridges, and it may be 
Rftiembered that some three years ago the Rector of 
Rusper, the Rev. E. F. Synnott, was summoned 
before a consistory court to answer certain charges of 
misconduct brought against him by some of his 
Parishioners. The charges were not substantiated, 

lL> president of the court remarking that Rusper 
appeared to be a hotbed of scandal, 

fu this book, Five Years’ Hell in a Country Parish, 
10 Rector, in his turn, takes the offensive against his 

Parishioners, or rather those who scandalized him, 
. ’m they appear to have been the great majority, and 

1 enlighten the world as to the trials and 
which the path of a country parson is

•When Mr. Synnott was invited to accept the living 
j  Rusper in 1914, after leading a strenuous life in 
r 0lld°n, Dcvonport, and Canada, lie was pleased to 

cmve the offer of what promised to be the quiet, 
tâ u<l life of a rural village. His friends and acquain- 
q Cts congratulated him upon his good fortune. 
oy1,0 fhem drew a rosy picture of a sheltered rectory, 
j] °1" Which the golden honeysuckle climbed. The 
tj . ’ a few good-hearted rustics, who would greet 
Cllr̂ r rcctor with a doff of the hat or an old-fashioned 
t]j His sermons, instead of being written under
Pry 'Bering gaslight of a London slum, would be 
fiehi'.11̂  while blissfully sauntering through green 
factS.’ ° r wandering down fragrant, shady lanes. In 
eyCll| Was to be “  roses, roses all the w ay.”  In the 
stj„ .’ fhe parish yielded a great deal more thorns and 
tens ’Rifles than roses, and the unhappy rector 
Dfv, 'ls fhat many a time, during those five years of 
life  ̂ ’ he wished he had pursued the more strenuous 

yhicli lie had been accustomed, 
to q1( Synnott traces all the troubles that befell him 
RUs Sca,1dal loving proclivities of the inhabitants of 
ft is a ’ says : “  Rusper has become a byword ! 

synonym for slander, back-biting, and gossip,

“ '-mentally t 
jr°Ubles with 
Pcset.

and as such it will probably appear in the standard 
English dictionaries of the future.”

To the question: “  Is Rusper any worse in regard 
to calumny and calumniators than any other village? ”  
the Rector replies emphatically “  Yes,”  and again 
“  Yes.”  To anyone who doubts it, I suggest that he 
call at Rusper and test these charges of mine for him­
self. I will guarantee that the first person that he 
meets at either Horsham or Three Bridges Station—  
Rusper lies between the two— he will tell him of the 
scandal-loving nature of Rusper. And when he enters 
the village he will find as much evidence as he re­
quires.

There are no Helens of Troy at Rusper, observes 
Mr. Synnott, there are women there, he adds :

who, denied beauty of face or form, make themselves 
still more repellant by their thoughts, their words 
and deeds. Long hours spent in idle and venomous 
gossip seems to leave a mark on their plain and 
vacant faces. I can tell a gossiper and a scandal­
monger by a glance, even as a doctor can frequently 
recognise the disease from which a person is suffering 
by looking into the eyes or at the tongue. Love of 
scandal is written plainly on the faces of these women 
everywhere. If any modern artist is in need of a 
model to express the voice of the calumniator in any 
great work that he is undertaking, he could not do 
better than come down to Rusper and stroll down our 
village street. He would soon procure such a perfect 
model of a female slanderer that the fame of his pic­
ture would be assured.

The women of Rusper reminded him of the statues 
of Buddha, the most striking feature of which is the 
length of the tongue, which is coiled round his neck; 
but this is nothing, he says, to the tongues of the 
women of Rusper, for “  they stretch from door to 
door and even from parish to parish.”  The women 
form cliques, and some of these cliques, we arc told, 
have a specially appointed liaison officer who goes 
between and communicates the scandal of one clique 
to another clique.

Mr. Synnott had not been many days in Rusper 
before he decided to make his first call on each of his 
parishioners; this took about a week as there were 
about six hundred inhabitants. Of that tour he has 
many vivid recollections. He says : “ T t was a week 
of gossip, of scandal and back-biting. The unpleasant 
taste of that first week is still in my palate. Recollec­
tions of that tour fill me with doubts about .the future 
of humanity. A t the first house I called I found that 
I had stepped deep into the unsavoury gossip of the 
village. As I progressed from house to house, the 
tide of gossip and scandal rose higher and higher, 
until, at the end of the week, it seemed to me that 
this picturesque old village was the last resort of all 
that was unsavoury and worst in humanity.”

The Rector had not been in the first house two 
minutes before he was warned against calling next 
door. “  This neighbour, I was assured, was up lo her 
eyes in debt. She was a designing woman. Her 
daughters, when they were not doing church work in 
Rusper, were away in London, where they spent their 
days and nights in gambling hells.”

Mr. Synnott records that he called on the well-to-do 
at the mansion; on the publican and the sinner; the 
church-goer and the infidel. Unfortunately he does 
not record the result of his visit to the infidel. Evi­
dently lie heard no scandal there, or we should have 
heard of it, neither did he convert him from the error 
of his W’ay, or we should have heard something of that, 
too. He entered the village “  pub ”  and talked to the 
lads in the bar, and when the pussyfoot section learned 
this horrible fact, says Mr. Synnott, “  they expressed 
themselves as though I were an emissary from the 
lower region.”

| At the end of his tour the Rector went for a quiet 
walk, and reflected that if these people say such things
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of their neighbours, who are not much in the lime­
light, what are they likely to say of their Rector, in 
the full glare, a magnificent target for all the gossipers 
in Rusper. He was soon to find out.

Mr. Synnott, like a modern Achilles defying the 
lightning, resolved to “  fight the gossip-mongers tooth 
and nail.”  So when they came with their scandal, he 
“  asked them plainly, what about the mote in their 
own eye? ”  Others he lectured upon the necessity of 
minding their own business. The consequence was 
that upon making his second call, he was received 
very coolly. Some of the occupants of the big houses 
sent back a servant to say that they were out. Mr. 
Synott says : “  I heard them giving these instructions 
while I was waiting in the hall or drawing-room.”  
The battle had been set in array.

On the morning following his arrival at Rusper, the 
gardener appeared and announced that twenty-one of 
the chickens he had brought with him had been stolen 
during the night. “ My first night in the village! ”  
says the Rector. “  Ye gods ! One would have thought 
I should have been given a chance to turn round and 
buy a padlock.”  Later an objection was made to his 
fow'ls crowing too loudly at dawn. "  There were 
plenty of noisy poultry in other,parts of the town, yet 
my poultry,”  observes the unhappy rector, “  because 
they were owned by a clergyman, I suppose, were 
expected to be of a higher order. Some people seem 
to think a clergyman’s cockerels should produce the 
soothing notes of a cathedral organ ! ”

He soon had occasion to remember the warning he 
received from a college professor during his college 
days. He says : “  His words burned in my brain. 
His father, he told me, was a country rector in Sussex, 
and he had said that work in a Sussex village would 
make an Atheist of any clergyman in seven years.”

(To be Concluded.) W. M ann.

A. D.

She was a Catholic, too, sincere, austere,
As far as her own gentle heart allowed.

—Don Juan, xv., 46.
As, rising from the lap of night,
Aurora brings the welcome light,
And all the common ways grow bright 

As on she walks in silence,

So in our lesser, human sphere,
Spirits in shadow gather cheer,
When like the radiant morn draws near 

One named of her— Aurora.

Harbinger, she, of light and jo y ;
Yet, with all promise, gentle, coy;
Has never dream of some kind boy 

Yet troubled her, I wonder?

When winds of March are rough and bleak,
And, boldly amorous, bite her cheek,
For roses then you need not seek,

Roses that tell ’tis morning.

Let priest and parson talk of “  sins,”
— Where God’s world ends, and earth begins,
Or pape or heretic, he wins 

A prize who wins Aurora.

The Pope himself, did he behold 
Her cheeks of rose, her hair of gold,
And eyes of heaven, might quit the fold 

Of saints, methinks, to woo her.

But a h ! tfie Pope must keep his vow ;
His heaven’s to come (I ask not how);
But dearer heaven is his, and now,

The one that loves Aurora.
H. Barber.

And now abide faith, hope, and love; these three; and 
the greatest of these is love. —St. Paul.

Acid. Drops.

English bishops are not appointed by the Holy Ghost, 
but by the Government, Now, the present Prime 
Minister is a hard-shell Baptist, and the matter is causing 
some heart-burning among ecclesiastically-minded 
Churchmen. The question of reform is to be raised at a 
meeting which the Bishop of Manchester will address on 
the subject. If Lord Morley, who used to write “  god ” 
without the capital G, had become Premier— at one time 
his prospects were not unhopeful— an Agnostic, not 
always regarded as “  reverent,”  would have had the 
paramount voice in appointing these Right Reverends. 
Doubtless they would have accepted, gratefully, and the 
British public would have exclaimed, “ Hear, hear! ” 
That public knows all about English Christianity.

At a Streatham Church breakfasts are provided for 
early morning communicants. This may almost be 
described as catering for the body and the soul.

The congregation of Walton Baptist Chapel has raised 
¿40 by selling old clothes. If this sort of thing is carried 
to its logical conclusion, we may yet see the three brass 
balls among the sacred emblems of our most holy re­
ligion.

An American revivalist, popularly known as the 
“ Texas Tornado,” has been voicing his objection to 
smoking by ladies. “  The woman who smokes will smoke 
hereafter,”  he declares. If smoking becomes fashionable, 
women devotees will be calling the Devil “  Old Nicotine.”

We are not paid for advertising the same, but we 
gladly give publicity to the fact that the Christian 
Evidence .Society is appealing for funds. We do so the 
more gladly because in the appeal, which is signed by 
a number of the “  dignified clergy,”  is is stated that the 
number of unbelievers would not be nearly so great were 
it not for those societies which exist for the special pur* 
pose of making them. That is a tribute to the value of 
our own work, so those of our readers who do not feel 
inclined to respond to the Christian Evidence Society’s 
appeal for funds need not be baulked in their generosity. 
There are other avenues of indulging themselves.

The Vicar of St. Saviour’s, Luton, says that he 
"  distressed and humiliated by the wholesale collapse o‘ 
our congregation ”  during the summer. It appears that 
people prefer going for rides, or any other thing instead 
of going to church. May we give the Vicar a hint- 
he were to hire, say, three motor-cars, fill them with 
members of his congregation, and go in for long journeys» 
he might occupy the centre one and preach to his f°‘' 
lowers while travelling. That would be one way 0 
preventing his congregation becoming too rapidu 
humanized.

At present most of this motor-car travelling during th® 
summer months is done by preachers, who manage 
get a rattling good holiday at the expense of thê  
churches. But there is no reason why the congregat10' 
themselves should not have a turn.

The Bishop of London has been explaining why * 
an optimist, and lie attributes it to the Christian rclig1̂  
He made no mention that he has an income of £l0> 
a year, and that he is unmarried.

Three women were baptized in the river at Mil4cllIlpe 
by the minister of the local Baptist Church. Let us h°i 
that they had lovely weather.

<n cod'The Western Morning News, Plymouth (June °)> ^¡¡t 
tains a leading article which urges vehemently 
"  something should be done to protect the nation
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the Socialist Sunday Schools. In these schools “  teach- 
of the most blasphemous kind...... is openly incul­

cated.”  \ye have previously referred to these schools, 
and on one occasion quoted at length from the syllabuses 
°f instruction used in two of them. The whole campaign 
now being organized against them shows how Atheism 
and “ blasphemy ” are dreaded in certain quarters, and 

is only with this aspect of the agitation that we are 
concerned. The churches, or some of them, are quite 
Prepared to declare for some form of Christian Socialism, 
always emphasizing, of course, that what matters 
Sllpremely is the spirit that is brought to bear on social 
Problems. This must accord with the Christian ideal, and 
ne present demand for the suppression of the Socialist 

1 no day Schools is further proof, if any were needed, of 
hat that ideal stands for in regard to Freethought and 

air play to opponents.

Public Opinion (June 9), reproduces from a Scottish 
contemporary some stirring verses on the deity that show 
. le s_°rt of religious life into which Auld Scotia is rapidly 
rifting. The poet asks why the “  Great Engineer ” 

' ould “  delight to treat poor mortals here with cold de- 
r’sion,” and why, if he watches the sparrows fall, he 
Rcnds the driving snow to freeze hundreds of them to 
cath by slow degrees. The concluding lines gracefully 

jj j 1°wledge that the deity is, “ beyond man’s k e n ” —  
. act which many others, besides the author, are begin- 
1US to discover. It is a good thing perhaps for some of 
r English and Scottish newspapers that they are not 

Published in New Zealand.

following from the Encyclopaedia Britannica will 
c °f interest to many of our readers :—

1 here is a remarkable absence of religious influence in 
Luchu. Places of worship are few, and the only function 
Uncharged by Buddhist priests seems to be to officiate 
at funerals. The people are distinguished by gentleness, 
courtesy and docility, as well as by marked avoidance of 
ctune. With the exception of petty thefts, their Japanese 
administrators find nothing to punish, and for nearly 
hree centuries no such thing as a lethal weapon has been 

kl'own in Luchu.

O'
E 11 Arthur Conan Doyle, in a spiritualist lecture in 

said : “  People who are silly and stupid here 
the ,silIy  an(l stupid there.”  Presumably, these are 
" ruS,Plntually-minded folk who send messages from the 

Uther Side.”

Es^Xl'CS.of Paupcrs in the Lexdcn and Winstrec Union, 
diss ■ to ' )c placed at the disposal of the doctors for 
g0(j c“ on- This country professes to worship a pauper-

^S:riStrîanity is n0tMetro h because 260 churches have been built in the
a failure,”  says the Bishop of

that S * * .  dminff a century. He might have added
alt,,, lG eburches are jerry-buildings, and that they arc 

all half empty.

iug.Jc,'v Publication, Popular Wireless, has the follow- 
day > An odd thing happened in America the other 
(|f a r j ° n"ection with a sermon being delivered as part 
the ether0 Programme. By what is known as ‘ jamming ’ 

ij îr ’ s°tne man, evidently a rabid Atheist, cut in 
bile ^ ral,y  blew the sermon into the air.”  If that is 
Strvff'e 1 °an on,y say that the subscribers to the radio 

benefited by the exchange.

r4°7

was condemned to five years’ reclusion ; Ernest Delfosse, 
in religion Brother Hildebert, to twelve years’ hard 
labour; Georges Bled, in religion Brother Menard, to five 
years’ reclusion; Alphonse Vanderhart, in religion 
Brother Puirille, to five years’ reclusion ; Désiré Verhelle, 
in religion Brother Ulrich, to seven years’ reclusion. 
Only one of the accused, Jean-Baptiste Verhiggelen, in 
religion Brother Alto, was acquitted.

The Establishment is still complaining of the dearth 
of curates. In 1886 eight hundred deacons were ordained ; 
in 1921 barely three hundred. “  If the shortage continues 
it will prove catastrophic,”  says the Rev. C. S. Wood­
ward, of Cranley Gardens. “  Slender stipends clearly 
constitute the chief deterrent.”  Had Freethinkers as­
signed this as the cause of the shortage, in some quarters 
there would have been protests against their anti- 
Christian malice. There are, however, other causes, and 
the dignitaries of the Anglican Church know perfectly 
well what they are. The decline of belief in the cardinal 
doctrines of Christianity is never mentioned in this con­
nection. If materialism is so hopelessly “  bankrupt ”  
and “ discredited ”  as the Christian clerics assure us it 
is, what becomes of all the “  spiritual ”  energy that the 
churches fail to make their own ?

Writing in the parish magazine, the Vicar of All 
Saints’ Church, Twickenham, says : “  The too popular 
idea is that a church is where we go to be entertained.” 
The writer is a master of irony. The little adverb “  too ”  
clearly indicates that. In the scores of parish magazines 
issued in England, gems innumerable could be found, if 
one only cared to dig them out.

At a recent demonstration in Hyde Park, organized for 
the purpose of proclaiming the sociaEprineiples of Chris­
tianity, the speakers included the Anglican Bishop c-f 
Kensington, the Rev. Father McNabb, and the Revs. Dt\ 
W. E. Orchard and J. E. Rattcnbury. The last two 
belong to what are sometimes called the “  Free ”  
Churches, though we are not quite sure wherein their 
freedom now consists. The redemption, the resurrection, 
and inspired books produce little impression on the 
toiling masses of the twentieth century. As long as those 
“  spiritual ”  principles were considered secure, and could 
be enforced along sound orthodox lines, the social prin­
ciples of Christianity were not a “  material ”  asset to the 
churches. To-day Demas,loves this present world, and lie 
is no solitary wayfarer in a strange land. All the re­
ligious sects see this clearly enough. There is much in 
common between them. There always was.

A poster announces the 268th anniversary of the “  Sons 
of the Clergy.”  They appear to be quite big boys by 
now.• ........... .

The late Rt. Rev. James Maearthur, of Shanklin, Isle 
of Wight, and formerly Bishop of Bombay, left ¿36,226; 
the late Rev. D. Thomas, of Bognor, left ¿19,133. The 
founder of their religion was a pauper.

In an account of the life of Charles Peace, the burglar, 
Judge Parry says that one of the favourite relaxations 
of this famous criminal was that of playing hymns rn 
violins which were stolen froin the houses he visited. 
It ought to be commemorated by a stained-glass window 
in St. Paul’s Cathedral.

tile little children to come unto me.”  The 
*932 aPpcared in Le Journal (Paris) on June 5,

Just |.Sse's> June —The Hainaut Court of Assizes has 
hrojjltn<tered its verdict touching the affair of the Little 
of 0(f̂ rs °f tjje Orphanage of the Holy Family accused 
faitrusfn,CCs aKa'nst morals committed upon the children 
iverç 1 ” to their care. One hundred and two questions 

l° tlle i" ry- The following convictions were pro- 
• Clement Langue, in religion Brother Odilon,

Asked what her husband earned, in a Bow County 
Court, a woman replied :—“ I am a Christian woman, and 
would not wish my husband to lie to me, so I have never 
asked.”  Such humility is a very fragrant virtue.

For a clever and comprehensive definition of nothing 
we must allow Mr. Maurice Baring to speak for himself 
in his book entitled the Puppet Show of Memory. Chris­
tian humility is often a cloak for masking an egotist, and 
it is a trait that should be taken as a danger signal by
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those who are prepared to go beneath surfaces. Writing 
of his experience—presumably Christian— he says :—

I do not mean anything sentimental. I am speaking 
of the experience that comes from having been suddenly 
constrained to turn round and look at life from a different 
point of view. So when I heard the intellectuals reason 
in the manner I have described, I felt for the moment 
an old person listening to young people. I felt young 
people must always have talked like that.

So must one feel as one sees a youngster of five teaching 
his grandmother (Rochefoucauld) to suck eggs. 
Rochefoucauld put all this balderdash in the one line, 
“ The head is always the dupe of the heart.”  And con­
sciously or otherwise, Christians would impose their 
feelings on the world as a standard of value.

On several occasions during the past two years we have 
tried to draw serious attention to the unmistakable re­
action against Freethought and individual liberty, not 
only in England, but in nearly every part of the world. 
Energetic attempts are now being made to enforce 
“  Lord’s Day observance ”  in Victoria, Australia, and the 
Melbourne Age (April 1) has a leading article on the 
subject. One man, a carrier, was prosecuted for carting 
theatrical scenery from the railway station to the theatre 
on Sunday. The charge was laid under 29 Car. II. c. 7, 
and a “  substantial fine ”  was imposed. Yet the clergy 
in Australia are constantly complaining that the working- 
class population is largely indifferent to religion. So it 
i s ; but unfortunately for human freedom, a well-organized 
minority never has much difficulty in dealing with a 
disorganized mass of indifference.

The Christchurch, N.Z., Press (March 25) gives an 
account of some curious exhibits on view at the Early 
Settlers’ Museum in Dunedin. Among them is a Bible, 
printed in 1670, which belonged to Donald Cargill, who 
suffered martyrdom in the Edinburgh Grassmarket on 
July 27, 1681. One of his biographers describes Cargill 
as "m ost pious and religious.”  An occasional reminder 
of the attitude of the hierarchy of England and Scotland 
to Dissent is useful in its way, though probably nowadays 
only Freethinkers appreciate it. While we are on the 
subject, we may note that on the night of August 24-25, 
this year, it will be just three and a half centuries since 
the Massacre of Saint Bartholomew. "  The Pope ordered 
a medal to be struck in commemoration of the event, and 
sent Cardinal Orsini to convey in person his felicitations 
to the Queen Mother.”  We have been notified that we 
have only to wait another half century for the conversion 
of England to the “  one true faith.”  In this short period 
of respite we hope the Catholic Evidence Guild and the 
League of Ransom will make the most of the Church’s 
past achievements.

from the nosebag (we had almost written gasbag), there 
is an interesting report. Dr. Deykmitz, of the Munich 
University Children’s Hospital has discovered a preven­
tive against measles. We put our money on Dr. 
Deykmitz, and ask the Germans to forgive us our burst­
ing ZEsop’s frog as we forgive them their Prussians.

If it is permissible to pat a lord on the back, having 
lost our guide book on strawberry leaves, we would ven­
ture to suggest that his services to mankind were greater 
when he was writing articles in Answers on the making 
of rabbit-hutches.

That man is a reasonable animal is only true when he 
is taken individually. It does not work out in the bulk- 
If not absolutely so, the majority are always relatively 
fools. And it must be so if one may judge from a recent 
article in Pearson’s Weekly. The writer draws attention 
to what he calls the “  definite and reliable evidence ” 
Dr. Schofield proving that the biblical miracles are true- 
Dr. Schofield, we learn, proves the truth of the drying 
up of the Red Sea, because a strong wind does sometimes 
force the waters away and make a passage possible' 
Even so, we should like to know more of this remarkable 
wind which was able to pile the waters up into a wall 
while the Israelites marched between. Another equally 
remarkable proof is concerned with the falling of the walls 
of Jericho. Dr. Schofield visited the site of the village 
and found the remains of some walls of sun-dried Ioann 
.So he says that when the Israelites blew their trumpet 
loudly the people all rushed to the wall, and the pressure 
of their feet pushed the walls into the ditch. What walls • 
And why could not the Israelites have pushed the wall5, 
over from their side ? Dr. Schofield proves the truth 0 
the story of the swine running down into the sea by 
actually bringing back a photograph of the steep P̂ ace 
cjown which they ran. That settles it.

Now Dr. Schofield is undoubtedly. a crank, and therc 
is an end of him. But what is the editor of Pearson * 

Weekly ? Does he believe in this fantastical rubbish' 
Or is he trusting to the fact that the majority are f°° 5 
and that it pays better to sell copies of a paper to half'3' 
dozen fools than to one sensible man? After alb ^  
pence of a wise man count for no more in the open inarkc 
than do those of a fool. But when we have a public "'l10

h«1can read such unadulterated rubbish as the above, w 
kind of reason can we have that they will act seiisib j 
at the ballot box or in the affairs of everyday life? Suc 
people are a threat to the health of the community) 
more dangerous than True or Jacoby.

The civilized world, including the Copper Eskimo;?, 
will hear with pleasure the reverberation of Northcliffe’s 
clicking heels in Germany. Also, his lordship’s shrewd 
observation of that which no women can conceal. The 
Germans, it appears, are propagating, by numbers 
as it were. Therefore, it is for one object only. On this 
crazy logic, it would follow that if the German nation 
had decided on general castration it would simply have 
been a dodge to escape payment of indemnities. His 
lordship is tossing with a penny that has two tails. 
Admiration of this gallant lord and his gallant deeds will 
be moderated by the fact that this brave knight of the 
pen had a fine chance to get into Germany during the 
years 1914-1918, but like a few other patriots he declined 
the opportunity. Johnson’s definition of patriotism im­
proves with age.

Journalism, with knobs on, as in the case of his lord- 
ship, is identical with religion. Both of these professions 
will write, speak, preach, bawl, caterwaul, and advertise 
on any subject that has no real and vital interest to 
mankind

In the same issue of the Times chronicling the mighty 
and world-shaking deeds of the Fleet St. Galahad, straight

How to Help.

There arc thousands of men and women who h3̂  
left the Churches and who do not know of the eX! 
ence of this journal. Most of them would t>cC® .f 
subscribers if only its existence were brought to t 
notice. . y

We are unable to reach them through the °r£̂ cjy 
channels of commercial advertising, and so m #  ^  
upon the willingness of our friends to help. This > 
be given in many ways :

By taking an extra copy and sending it to a 1 
acquaintance. 0p/

By getting your newsagent to take an extra 
and displaying it. ^ e

By lending ydur own copy to a friend after y°11 
read it.

By leaving a copy in a train, tram or ’bus. _ cc, 
It is monstrous that after forty years of ^ 0$e

and in spite of the labour of love given it ^  h0\î
W 
¡5

responsible for its existence, the Freethinker
It can

not yet be in a sound financial position. se
done if all will help. And the paper and the G 
worthy of all that each can do for it.

THERE IS A NEW READER WAI T #
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To Correspondents.

E- Butler.—Thanks for cutting. It illustrates the fact that 
whether a statement is blasphemous or not depends not 
only upon where it it said, but also upon who says it. The 
whole thing is ridiculous.

'V. Brandie.—We are sending you on a parcel of specimen 
copies of the Freethinker for distribution. Would gladly 
have labels advertising the paper printed if we thought 
readers would avail themselves of them. Perhaps some 
others will let us have their opinion. We should also like 
to see a Branch of the N.S.S. at Aberdeen, and are pleased 
to know that you are starting a publicity campaign. Let 
us know if we can assist in any way.

J Fox.—Sorry to hear of Mr. Warren’s death. But your 
letter, although dated the fourteenth, did not reach us till 
Saturday—too late to communicate with the Nottingham 
friends.

J. McMurray.— The General Information for Freethinkers 
has been sent. You have the right to withdraw your child 
from religious instruction, but you will have to send him 
at the usual school time. He will be kept apart from the 
other children during the religious lesson and prayers. 

Mrs. Taylor.—Pleased to learn that you so much enjoyed 
the Conference. We hope to see you at future gatherings, 
>f it is at all possible. You will let us know if we can do 
anything to aid the work in Huddersfield, 

th Norman.—Does anybody really believe “  official ”  as­
surances ? Political leaders all profess to do so, but we 
do not imagine for a moment that this is really the case, 
ft is part of the game to pretend to do so. 

if- E lliot.—Glad to have your appreciation of our notes on 
the Sunday Express interview. We hardly think, however, 
that it would be worth while reprinting it as a special 
'eaflet. Thanks all the same for your offer to contribute 
towards the expense of same.

if- Marshall.—No copy of the book has been sent us for 
review, and we shall have to find other work than editing 
the Freethinker if we are to purchase only a small per­
centage of the new and expensive books we might read 
arifl write about. ,

A- Russell.—Article received and is only awaiting an op­
portunity of publication. We hope to get it in in, the 
course of a week or two.

H. IIepwortii (Johannesburg).—Subscription received. 
Glad to know that you value the Freethinker so highly.
 ̂ number of letters, owing to the want of space, are held 
°ver until next week.
'e "  Freethinker “  is supplied to the trade on sale or return. 
dny difficulty in securing copies should be at once reported 

, 0 thc office.
hen the services of thc National Secular Society in connec- 
10n with Secular Burial Services arc required, all commu- 

cotions should be addressed to the Secretary, Miss E. M.
ance, giving as long notice as possible. 

rders for literature should be sent to the Business Manager 
the Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C. 4, 

A “Mii not to the Editor.
„  Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to 

rite Pioneer Press"  and crossed "  London, City and 
 ̂ dfand Bank, Clerkenwcll Branch."
*Mcrs for the Editor of the "  Freethinker"  should be 

p Pressed to 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C. 4. 
cuds who send us newspapers would enhance the favour by 

u^ tn g  thc passages to which they wish us to call atten-
Lhe r

, freethinker "  will be fonvaracd direct from the pub- 
officefoili 

he

e , “ “ ™1-*
*hr.

- -- —s *
■ towing rates, prepaid: 

ĥe United Kingdom

to any part of the world, post free, at the 
ltd:—
One year, 17s. 6d.; half year, 8s. 9d.;

4s. 6d.
ond Colonial.—One 

ee months, 3s. 9d.
year, 15s. ; half year, 7s. 6d. ;

th°8e of our friends who arc seriously interesting 
eac„ 1 s *n f̂ le Freethinker push for new subscribers ?

Sugar Plums.
th,

* m the Freethinker push
of s. . ar in mind that we will gladly forward a number 
Rin0ri„ copies of the paper for them to distribute

us know what
L0iio * T  U1 LI1C p a p e r  i o r  z .

itajjtft theJr friends if they will let 
along tlley require. The new readers are coming 
they hough not so rapidly as we would like, or as 

Preset/  • It is not an impossible task for all interested 
tty0. cnt us with a new reader within the next week or

 ̂ - manu tne devotion oi so

11 every street—why not get him ?

Mr. Whitehead has concluded his visit to Plymouth, 
and is now giving Newcastle a turn. We are glad to 
know that the friends at Plymouth have thrown them­
selves heartily into the week’s work, and that the Branch 
intends the campaign to be pushed vigorously in the 
future. There is plenty of scope for work at Plymouth, 
and the visit of Mr. Whitehead, with the energy displayed 
by the local friends, should produce good in the future.

This evening (June 25) at 7 o’clock Mr. McLaren will 
speak at West Ham. What is called “  West Ham Edu­
cational Week ”  begins on this date, and most of the 
churches and chapels in the district will make special 
reference to it. As the local branch of the N.S.S. is re­
presented on the Committee which has arranged the 
programme of lectures, Mr. McLaren has chosen for his 
subject, “  Thc Workers’ Interest in Science.”  We look 
forward to a large and successful meeting on this occa­
sion.

Mr. R. H. Hurst, who presided over the Shelley cen­
tenary celebration at Horsham in 1892, declared that the 
youthful Shelley had “  written and said things ”  which 
did not represent his maturer views. A statement of this 
kind applies probably to every one of the world’s great 
writers. In regard to Shelley, however, it is sometimes 
urged in a way which conveys the impression that his 
early attitude to Christianity was not part of his real 
self, it was something altogether extraneous. Hardly 
any estimate of the poet shows less insight into his mind 
and personality. The Rev. Stopford A. Brooke, in his 
inaugural address to the Shelley Society in 1886, says 
finely that we never see in Shelley “  a man made up in 
any way for presentation to the world,”  and that in his 
prose productions he reasons as connectedly as Mill. 
Shelley was a student, not a poseur. He was acquainted 
with Paine’s writings, at least with some of them. “  We 
pity the plumage, but forget the dying bird.” .  These 
words, taken with slight alteration from The Rights of 
Man, appear on the title-page of An Address to the People 
on, the Death of Princess Charlotte, and it was the im­
prisonment of D. I. Eaton for publishing part of the Age 
of Reason that occasioned the Letter to Lord Ellen- 
borough.

We are sorry to say that in our report of the Conference 
proceedings one of the visitors, Mrs. Alice Lee, was 
given as Mrs. Ben Lee. We make the correction because 
there was a Mr. Ben Lee present, we believe, and it is 
therefore desirable to avoid confusion.

We are asked to announce that by the kindness of 
Mrs. Bayfield, the Manchester Branch will be holding an 
“  American Tea,”  on Saturday, June 24, at 6r, Claude 
Road, Chorlton, from 3 till 6 o ’clock. The tea is in aid 
of the branch funds, and contributions will be acceptable. 
Manchester friends may also note that the Discussion 
Class holds its next meeting on Sunday, June 25, at Mr. 
Rosetti’s, 39, The Crescent, Flixton. If friends will 
leave the central station by the 5 o’clock train they will 
reach the house at about the appointed time.

Freethinking “  Ramblers ”  will note that the Glasgow 
friends have arranged for an excursion for to-day (June 
25), when they will visit Catkin Loch, meeting at the 
Burnside car terminus at 12 o’clock. Visitors will bring 
their own refreshments. Nearer home thé West Ham 
Branch has arranged for a Ramble on July 2 round 
Upminster, leaving Plaistow Station at 9.58, and Upton 
Park, East Ham, and Barking, a few minutes later. The 
excursion is open to all Freethinkers and their friends. 
Tea will be provided.

We are informed that the St. Pancras Free Library has 
accepted and placed on its shelves a copy of the Life of 
Charles Bradlaugh, by his daughter and J. M. Robertson. 
We hope that the book will be well read, and will arouse 
a sympathetic interest in a movement that could com­
mand the devotion of so great a man.
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Freethought and Religions 
Equality.

Read at the N.S.S. Annual Conference, Nottingham, 
June 4.

I.

By A. D. M cL aren.

I n the primitive human group the rules governing 
religious observances extended to every detail of life, 
and long after an advance towards civilization had 
been made, there remained a close connection between 
the civil and the religious functions of the community. 
Even in highly cultured Athens the statesmen thought 
that there should be limits to the right to criticize the 
current religious beliefs.

Among the historical religious systems of Europe, 
however, it was reserved for Christianity to carry to 
its logical conclusion the conception of absolute uni­
formity, and to stamp out most ruthlessly any 
departure from it. No other system that has prevailed 
in Europe put the same clamps upon free inquiry, or 
sought so persistently to stereotype all religious ideas 
in its own mould. It was the only religious authority 
that emanated from God, it was the “  one name given 
under heaven ”  for the salvation of the race. This 
spirit of exclusiveness was its outstanding characteris­
tic; the intellectual and moral effects of which are 
strikingly exemplified in the history of the Roman 
Catholic Church. She was the bride of Christ; her 
sanctions were excommunication in this world and 
the threat of dire penalties in the next. But there was 
also a worldly side to her spiritual status, involving 
the discharge of worldly duties. Her canons long had 
the forqp of law, compelling acceptance of her dogmas 
and obedience to her prescribed practices. Universal 
dominion was her goal, to be reached, it is true, by 
the spiritual ascendancy of the one true faith; but the 
civil power was always an acceptable ally for the 
realization of this aim.

Some English writers represent Protestantism as the 
expression of a spirit of revolt against these claims. 
This view is erroneous. Protestantism was not born 
of antagonism to religious authority as such. Politic­
ally, the growth of nationality in Europe tended to 
bring the doctrine of sovereignty into conflict with 
Rome’s spiritual supremacy; but it was still regarded 
as the duty of every nation to establish and endow 
sorqe form of Christianity in the State. In England, 
special Ecclesiastical Courts long punished special 
offences. From the purely religious standpoint neither 
freedom nor equality was an essential ingredient of any 
form of Protestant theology, which bore most of the 
characteristic features of Roman exclusiveness. The 
attitude of the hierarchy of England and Scotland to 
the Dissenter, 4114 pf both alike to the heretic, shows 
that the will to persecute was limited solely by the 
power to do so. But Protestantism made the " i n ­
spired ”  revelation the foundation of the faith and 
granted the rigfit of private judgment in interpreting 
it. The practical result was a variety of sects, whose 
mere existence made it difficult for any one of them 
to carry on an effectual campaign of persecution 
against thé others, and as these sects became numeri­
cally strong, the maintenance of one supreme 
establishment was impossible. In England we trace 
the history of the ecclesiastical struggle in the Acts 
of Uniformity, the Test and Corporation Acfs, on the 
one hand, and on the other in the resistance to these 
measures and in the series of efforts to repeal them. 
In actual practice to-day all forms of religion are to 
some degree supported by the State, though the 
Church, “  as by law established,”  retains certain 
special privileges.

Not one of these sects has been, or is now, fighting

for Freethought or individual liberty as a principle of 
its faith. Their attitude to science and criticism is, 
of course, their own concern; but when this attitude 
is practically applied in the persecution of popular 
Freethinkers under blasphemy laws, in enforcing 
Lord’s Day observance, or in introducing religious 
instruction into State-aided schools, it becomes the 
concern of every dissentient citizen. Whatever re­
ligious equality they enjoy, such dissentients have won 
step by step against Rome, against the Establishment, 
and against the Protestant sects, which demanded 
equal rights for themselves, but also equal right to 
persecute where heresy was in question.

Some English people boast a good deal of the 
equality of all classes before the law. It is well to re­
mind them that the Test Act and the Corporation Act 
were not repealed till 1828. Only as recently as 1S46 
was the legal obligation to attend the parish church on 
Sunday formally removed by 9 and 10 Vic. c. 59- 
Dissenters were not admitted to degrees at the univer­
sities of Oxford, Cambridge, and Durham till 1854 
and 1855, nor to public and endowed schools till 1868 
and 1869. Only in 1871, by 34 and 35 Vic. c. 26, were 
non-Anglicans entitled to share in all the rights and 
privileges of Oxford and Cambridge. Before the 
passing of the Oaths Act in 1888, non-Christians re­
fusing to take the oath were rejected as jurymen, 
M .P.’s, and witnesses in Court, and were often 
gratuitously insulted by judges and magistrates. 
Finally, not till 1917 did the decision in the Bowman 
case completely establish liberty of bequest for Free- 
thought purposes.

Religious inequality still survives to a noticeable 
degree in England. It may be considered under two 
heads : (1) the special disabilities imposed upon anti- 
Christians, and (2) the special privileges enjoyed by 
Christians. Of the former the Blasphemy Law stands 
first in importance. This subject has been so 
prominently before Freethinkers of late that it would 
be traversing a well-worn track to treat it in detail 
here. It will usffice to note that the State still 
punishes for the “  crime ”  of blasphemy, not on the 
ground that it is an ofTence against God, but as likely 
to create a breach of tiic peace where the decencies ot 
controversy are violated. In practice the law is Pu* 
in operation only against those whom the authorities 
regard as belonging to the poorer and less cultured 
class of Freethinkers. In the recent New Zealan< 
case, however, political animus was clearly a motive 
in the prose'eution. Another special disability is d’f 
state of the law concerning Sunday observance. ‘  
number of tradesmen have recently been prosecute 
in the North of England for Sunday trading, and 1’1 
many of the public parks innocent games are prohibit0 
on the first day of the week. In Victoria, Austral'0’ 
too, there have been prosecutions this year undcr 
29 Car. II. c. 7. One may mention as another d'S 
ability the power exercised by the Court of Chancery 
in regard to its wards. Mr. Betrand Russell state  ̂
last March that, though his father left express ^  
structions for the appointment of Freethinkers  ̂
guardians to his children, the Court ignored 
testamentary injunction and appointed Christians.

One can do no more than mention the bare deb11 
of the privileges still attached to religious orgam'^j 
tions. Two of these privileges are enjoyed I’Z .. | 
Christian bodies— religious instruction in Statc-a1 
schools, and the exemption of Churches and Char 
from the payment of rates. The Establish11’01̂  
besides, has its endowments and tithes, coinptds0 
levied, and its lords spiritual in the upper chan1 ^  
of the legislature. Its clergy are exempt, whol y

The King. *
top?'partially, from payment of poor rates, 

is officially the “  defender of the faith,”  by Ms c° 
tion oafh undertakes to uphold in EnglarK ” 
Scotland "  the Protestant religion established by a
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Moreover, the recital of prayer at the opening of Par­
liament is further recognition of religion by the State.

As an indication of how far we are from the realiza- 
hon of our ideal— the complete secularization of the 
State— one notes that, though marriage before a 
registrar is now quite usual, the solemnization of 
Carriages is still largely a clerical function. It is 
significant, too, that when the Bill for extending 
facilities for divorce was before Parliament recently, 
m°st of the objections raised against the measure were 
based upon religious grounds.

The only remedy for the existing conditions of in­
equality is the general spread of such ideas concern- 
! ng religious authority as will lead to complete 
Neutrality towards religion on the part of the State. 
More particularly, one may urge that the Christian 
Church is essentially an organized system, and to-day 
N'ore than ever such authority as it retains, at any 
rate in Protestant communities, is derived from this 
organization rather than from its doctrines. We must 
jNeet organization by organization and resist every 
^fringement of our equal rights. Let us make ?t 
quite clear to Christians that we do not regard equal 
citizenship for the Secularist as a concession which 

is in their gift to grant or ,to withhold arbitrarily. 
;n the second place, let us never apologize for being 
freethinkers. A  reverential attitude either to specific 
doctrines intellectually discredited, or to the institu 
t>°ns in which they are embodied, naturally encourages 
thc civil power to protect them— by coercive measures
if Necessary. Lastly, we must seek to impress upontin • —J * ~**~~*-V J  ------ ------  -

c indifferent the need of free inquiry on religious 
' , KX'ts as the essence of any culture worth main- 

ining. Min iong ag0 insisted that it is precisely 
°se least inclined to fit themselves into the petty 
s of collective mediocrity who probably have somc- 

Nig of value to contribute to the world’s thought. 
 ̂ °rced uniformity is a prolific parent of religious 
ypocrisy, which reacts upon the whole mental and 
, ral life of the community. Outward compliance 

ere there is no inward conviction becomes the 
>ual attitude of all except the most vigorous minds, 

tlif b reethinkers in England to-day openly expressed 
^ lr convictions, probably no man or body of men in 
„ nation would have any rights or privileges based 

11 fcligious subscription.

II.

y By R. II. R o setti.

li'i/'r *akes the heading “  Frccthought and Religious 
reij . ’fy ”  to mean the discussion and advocacy of 
tbatl-0U nn<̂  Freethought under equal conditions, 
fav ls’ e>ther restriction for all, or freedom for all and 
attjjlr ôr None, there can be little doubt as to the 
Jn(j / c Freethinkers and organised Frecthought. 
nant f"R r̂° m ^1C charactcr °f Christianity— the domi- 
of j(-s°riT1 ° f religion in England— and from the history 
dif^ T^ctice, one may be equally certain as to the 
Chri l.°N which the heartfelt desire of the respective 
fr^ 'ai1 sec*s would take. Just as the fullest and 
ihspirj0xpre8si°n and discussion of religion is the 
an stimulus of healthy Frcethought activity, ?o 
Lv0Ur' ? aPPareqt desire for exclusive freedom and 
Chrisu 0r self is characteristically the attitude of all 
tbe Sl. Sccts, which implies a general approval of

OhviI)rCRsion ^  Frccthought. 
rt% or ,Sly VV’t 1̂ ^iat sp'r’ t animating Christendom, 
So,ve ^  equality is impossible— even among them 
^Nirios °nsc<l uently the destruction of that spirit 
^ligioii ^  cssentiai objective in the campaign for 

11 would be unwise indeed to 
? Natura| -lat this Christian standpoint is the result of 
ltl°quai'if '^difference to justice, or of ignorance of the 

0s and persecution weighing upon Free
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thought, and that we have hut to awaken a sense of 
justice in the Christian and to acquaint him with the 
legal and social restrictions inflicted upon Freethinkers 
in order to win his support for their removal. The 
attitude of Christianity towards Freethought has a far 
more deep rooted origin, which does not come within 
the category of ignorance or indifference. Whilst C 3 
intelligence may aptly describe the mentality of the 
great majority of Christian rank and fde, and a large 
portion of the clergy, we must understand Christianity 
as a purely human institution of gigantic proportion 
and vast organization run under a business polity, a 
policy carefully designed, weighed and controlled by 
an inner circle of cunning, diplomatic minds, animated 
by the one desire to strengthen the grip of their insti­
tution upon society. The legal and social restrictions 
and disfavours put in motion against Freethought and 
Freethinkers, whilst perhaps not free from bigotry and 
spite, reveal more truly a well-grounded and sustained 
fear of free inquiry in matters of religion. A  fear of 
the deadly effect of Freethought upon religion, a fear 
born of suspicion, nourished and developed by ex­
perience, and revealing the Church without a single 
natural or healthy weapon of defence, characterizes 
the Christian’s antagonism to the fullest investigation 
and criticism of his faith. Therefore Freethought 
must dismiss the idea of any voluntary movement 
towards religious equality coming from the churches 
until they give indication of suicidal tendencies.

To expect the churches to concede religious equality 
is to expect them to abandon their carefully devised 
essential scheme of protection, to cut off a vital source 
of artificial respiration, and to volunteer immense 
disadvantages for themselves coupled with increased 
advantages for the deadly enemy, Freethought, against 
which they cannot now hold their own. For religious 
equality must embrace Disestablishment of the Church, 
cessation of State favours, payment of rates, abolition 
of tithes, abolition of religious tests in public services, 
repeal of blasphemy laws, secular education— every 
item inflicting a blow upon organized religion.

For Christianity, gloomy and perilous indeed would 
be the prospect of standing on its merit in fair and open 
contest with its Freethought antagonists. Therefore, 
if a wholesome and voluntary effort towards religious 
equality is not to be expected from the churches, Free­
thinkers must firmly grasp that position, and look to 
Frecthought alone for the necessary driving power to 
win religious equality. Nor must rye fall ipto the 
error of treating Christians as normal creatures wlicre 
spiritual matters are concerned. However desirable a 
person the Christian may be on other topics, the 
Church has seen to his special preparation for spiritual 
affairs, with the result that where religion is concerned 
the normal mind ceases to operate. The most 
grotesque abuse of intelligence becomes a virtue, and 
meanness and falsehood, frequently translated into 
cowardly and contemptible actions are sanctified in 
the service of the Lord.

With few exceptions Christians readily take upon 
themselves an assumed, and apparently agreeable, 
duty of pouring libel, social contempt and injustice 
upon Freethinkers wherever possible. Religion will 
concede to Frccthought just what Freethought is 
strong enough to take, and nothing more. And Free- 
thought can grow strong only in proportion as it 
weakens religion. Our success in the struggle for 
religious equality will be measured by our success in 
loosening the grip of religion upon its victims. All 
Freethought successes in fact have been secured by 
working along these lines, and not until Freethought 
ha's made the way safe for Christians will the latter 
venture on it.

Thus as religion weakens the outlook for religious 
equality becomes brighter. Undeceived by Christian 
cant and hypocrisy, the various stages to this equality
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will be secured only when religion is no longer strong 
enough to prevent it. And when the final stage has 
been reached and the “  cease fire ”  sounded, although 
the religious remnants will do most of the shouting, 
it will not reverse the records of history, showing that 
religious equality was a triumph for Freethought 
against the forces of religion, in a sternly contested 
conflict, and won cleanly by the usual methods of con­
quest.

B ook  Chat.

Christian Thcophagy.
Theophagy, as the reader is no doubt aware, is the 

scientific term for the primitive custom of eating the god, 
for what we are told a sincere but rather coarse Calvinist 
of the sixteenth century once referred to, in connection 
with “  the most estimable of sacraments,”  the holy 
Eucharist, as a “  cyclopean god-gobbling.”  This subject 
has been discussed by Mr. Lloyd from the standpoints of 
anthropology and the origins and history of Christianity, 
in his lucid and learned pamphlet. Most of my readers, I 
imagine, will be content to accept Mr. Lloyd for their 
guide in this terra incognita of comparative religion. 
But it is just possible that there are some blessed with 
leisure and a leaning to scholarship, and they may wish 
to consult and check the authorities upon which my 
friend has based his excellent little study. They cannot 
therefore do better than turn their studious attention to 
Dr. Preserved Smith’s Short History of Christian 
Theophagy (Chicago : Open Court Publishing Co., 10s. 
net), a brilliant excursion in the field of comparative re­
ligion written by a scholar who, as we are told, is not a 
propagandist and who has no cause to serve save that of 
knowledge for its own sake.

The first two sections of the book, “  Preparatio Evan- 
gelica ”  and “  Paul and his Symmystae,”  were originally 
printed in the Monist for 1918, and I remember noting at 
the time their importance as a buttress to the Ereetliought 
position. Other sections deal with transubstantiation, 
consubstantiation, Luther Zwingli, Calvin, and other re­
formers ; there are also nine pages of bibliography.

The sacrifice of the mass, the eaten body of the saviour, 
is shown not to be peculiar to Christianity, but to go 
back to a time when man was just emerging from an 
animal form. It is a striking instance of the conserva­
tism of religion. But, as Dr. Smith says, not all the 
examples of god-eating are to be found among "  the 
beastly devices of the heathen ” :—

I11 Europe the Catholic Church has resorted to similar 
means for enabling the pious to enjoy the ineffable 
privilege of eating the persons of the Infant God and his 
Mother. For this purpose images of the Madonna are 
printed on some soluble, harmless substance (ordinary 
wafer-paper, I suppose) and sold in sheets like postage 
stamps. The worshipper buys as many of these sacred 
images as he has occasion for, and, affixing one or more.
to his food, swallows the bolus......In his youth Count
Hoensbroech and his devout mother used to consume 
portions of, God and of his Mother with their meals.

The practice was officially sanctioned by a decree of the 
Inquisition in July, 1903.

It is precisely the Roman Catholic Church that has pre­
served the pre-Christian mystery-religions in all their 
crude supematuralism. It was only among the lower 
orders of pagan society that the tradition of the eaten 
god was preserved. “  Not many wise, not many noble,” 
says Dr. Smith, “  were called to salvation by the blood 
of Bacchus or of Attis.”  The expressed opinion of a 
Roman philosopher as to the Real Presence is very much 
what the expressed opinion of a modern scientist is now : 
“  When we call com Ceres and wine Bacchus,”  says 
Cicero, “  we use a common figure of speech; but do you 
imagine that anybody is so insane as to believe that the 
thing he feeds on is God ? ”

And yet there are Christians to-day holding advanced 
liberal views and fully aware that it was Paul who i”1' 
ported the Eucharist from the mystery religions, wb° 
accept the sacraments, if not as assertions of historical 
truth, yet as judgments of spiritual value. This is the 
attitude of Professor Kirsopp Lake. But any experience 
in life may have a spiritual value; there is no reason why 
it should be limited to one form. “  More and more,’ 
says Dr. Smith, “  men are finding the needs of their inner 
life supplied and their value-judgments given, in poetry, 
in art and in science, and less and less in the repetition 
of outworn survivals from a primeval state.”

Dean Inge and the Victorians.
In a number of years the Victorians have had a rough 

time of it at the hands of our young barbarians of criti­
cism. It was inevitable because the ideals, the style and 
the mannerisms of an age are always more or less 
ridiculous in the eyes of its successor, and the Victoria1’5 
had an exaggerated notion of their importance. The poets 
disguised themselves as prophets and seers, and seeking 
to give mankind a moral uplift, they let down their art 
pretty badly. The novelists destroyed their creative 
balance by directly attacking social evils, apparently
unaware that art cannot exist in an atmosphere of mo,ral
indignation. Philosophy was unashamedly dogmatic and 
amusingly self-complacent. It is obvious enough that the 
Victorian age had its weak spots, yet its admirers have 
no difficulty in making out its claim to greatness; eve” 
if we do not agree with Dean Inge (The Victorian Agf> 
Cambridge University Press, 2s. 6d. net) that it vvi 
“  appear to the historian of the future as one of the tvvi” 
peaks in which English civilization culminated.”  e 
other “  twin peak,”  the Elizabethan age was a wonder 
ful flowering-time. But it was not merely the culminatio” 
of a form of spiritual activity; it was the promise a” 
pledge of another and different civilization. We can no 
see the connection between the age of Shakespeare a” 
Bacon and that of Milton and Hobbes; and for posterity 
there will doubtless be a similar close relation betvvee” 
the Victorian age and ours which is not so intellectual*! 
barren as our pessimists would have us believe.

However that may be, I am grateful to Dean Inge 1° 
his vigorous defence of the Victorians. His ĉĈ ke 
should knock a little sense into the heads of people *’  ̂
Mr. Robert Nicholls, who recently amused a cynlĈ f 
interviewer by talking about the ridiculous doctrines 
Herbert Spencer’s view of evolution in which the strugg^ 
to survive is considered the only factor in evolution.
is only your self-satisfied literary man coddled by 
of the many mutual admiration groups, who could b* d̂

flummery of Spencer, ^himself to talk about the
describe him as a pedant. Spencer knew quite 
as we do that one of the factors in conscious cv0 ’̂' j|jc 
was, what has been called, the struggle against 
struggle for existence. This, however, is one , 
example of the fatuity of an otherwise intclligeut 1 
who is moved to express an opinion on matters bey 
his mental reach.

I notice that Dean Inge is pleased to disparage 3 
literature of our day. His censure is largely disl'°l̂ I1y 
when we remember that for Macaulay there was 11 as 
worth reading in 1850. And some thirty years 1” 
my friend Robert Ross pointed out, a third rate "
W. E. II. Lecky, made a speech at a dinner 0 to 
Authors’ Society, in which he said that he was s° ¡jjts 
say that there were no great writers alive, and 110 Sp,1tef> 
to compare with those who had passed away. yso” 
Meredith and Lang were among the guests. .jjve- 
was president of the society, and Ruskin was st1 
There always are and always will be some pe°P rjtef 
find it safer and more congenial to disparage 
of their own time, and to talk vaguely about the • P fjpca! 
poverty of the age. Frankly, I have no use f°r. * 
wet blankets. With the Victorian artists and t o" 
have no quarrel, but I do not set them above 0 tt i0 
contemporary writers. I prefer Mr. Arnold Fe y to 
Thackeray, Mr. Wells to Dickens, Mr. Galsv'0^ ^ ^  
Meredith, Mr. James Joyce to Stevenson, N r- y 
Shaw to W. S. Gilbert, not so much because
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finer artists, but because they interpret for me modern 
njeas and ideals. This also is my reason for preferring 
Uean Inge to Arnold as a critic of life and religion.

The decadence of modern literature is a phrase we often 
near from people who pleased to dwell only in the past. 
And in the same breath we are told that our art is shame- 
essly original. How are we then to square decay with 

and excess of energy ? The truth is that there is no 
ecay 0f civilization. Gibbon’s title to his history was 

a brilliant misnomer. Certainly there are literary periods 
men life is at low water, but these are imitative periods 
an<l even then it is possible that only one or two forms of 
mental activity are in a fallow state. In the eighteenth 
Century poetry was at a standstill; but the novel, prose 
remedy and history were putting forth healthy and 
. 'Serous branches. Now the objection is not that we are 
imitative, but that we have no wholesome respect for 

mhtion, that we are too ready to experiment, too 
feady to recast the world in moulds we have made for 
°urselves, in fact, that we are too much alive. And yet 
j'lIr belated Victorians assure us that art and letters are 
ravelling- the road to dusty death.

^r’ Bertrand, Russell and Freethouglit.
I believe that there are people who imagine that the 
Rethought battle is won. If they will take the trouble 

p° read Mr. Bertrand Russell’s Freethouglit and Official 
t{i°t>a£anda (Allen and Unwin, 2s. net), this illusion of 

'V1J1 to believe should be dissipated and replaced by 
jffe W’H to find out. Mr. Russell discovers enemies to 
^ th o u g h t in education, in economic pressure, and in 
(.]iQCla propaganda. He is a vigorous champion of Free- 
b ep ^ t an(l his suggestions for eliminating the will to 
j , I<TVe> if carried out, would bring us a little nearer that 

e Actual aristocracy to which I trust we are moving.
G eorge  U n d e r w o o d .

Correspondence.

CHRISTIANITY AND CULTURE.
To the E d ito r  of the “ F r eeth in k er . ”

■ issi]11*’ '^fter having read Mr. II. Cutner’s letter in your 
Hcv’ f"r June 11, I re-read my “ dismal screed ”  in the 
in jj.'0Us number, and I really fail to see what there was 
a,1(j *;o Vvork up Mr. Cutner to such a pitch of irascibility 
fribiSarcasm- I have noticed among some of your con- 
intcl; tors a tendency to interpret the weakening of the 

°f people in Christianity as a triumph for Frcc-
bttV V’ a" 1̂  Pavc P0infc<f out that the jubilant note is 

sĉ ."  Way to a loftier and more
ffniiig 

h, 
lati

e Premature, because, unfortunately, religion is not
scientific Lcbansan-

__ ___ _____are baser- in their
■ > and the churches are becoming empty not because

on ¿ * r t h  has already become full of knowledge," but
°tl,,oei-0?""*' the overcrowding of the boxing rinks and 

Mr ,Srading attractions, 
anq Outlier seems to be quite at home in Freethouglit, 
itie in me the novice, he is kind enough to treat
<|Uite a c°urse of Frecthought philosophy. Now, 1 am 
bis (,o'Vl11il\g to learn from anybody, but I am afraid that 
Mr r)1 ^‘Ption of the ideals of Frcethought is too crude 

Ilan -° 'JC t° digest.
ideal f ln<:ss' Mr. Cutner explains for my benefit, is his 
ffiis js" i'fe, “  like that of most Freethinkers.”  Now, 
'’My (llI1te correct, although this is certainly not the 
Mr q ’c Vve should aspire to. It will perhaps interest 
f'ckie 1 ',er, whom my Anarchism seems particularly to 
^tar^j,° learn that this is precisely the ideal of 
’’°t shorf1' what is happiness? Mr. Cutner is 

°f answer. Happiness is something thatVar
of »es.

Ike taxes. Mr.v -jeer T  lOAes. ivir. Cutner enjoys a good glass 
1 ate’ C  ^le antacs °f Charlie Chaplin and Harry 

m,*eas his neighbour is fond of a good boxing 
0il.°'viiig L so on- Although not having the pleasure of 
b f '°n of b- Cutner personally I have too good an 

,,e .Is mentality to imagine that lie was thinking 
al’:'-ecl tR11"^ leffcr- If he did, he would have 

this is the individualism of the prehistoric

man, and if logically carried out would carry to anything 
but happiness. What if my neighbour’s idea of happi­
ness is killing himself or others ? And why have the 
N.S.S. and disturb the peace of the Christian, who is 
quite happy with his faith, and has no desire of giving 
it up?

Happiness is a state of mind produced and conditioned 
by the knowledge that my thoughts and actions are 
beautiful and good and contributing to create the same 
type of mind in my neighbour, and helping to accelerate 
the progress of humanity. It is wrong to think that 
because life is short and there is no hereafter we must take 
as much as we can. Life is a game of take and give, and 
if there is happiness in the take-side of life, there is a 
nobler and more intensive happiness in its give-side. It 
is always more pleasant to give than to take. We are 
not beggars, who only take but do not give. By its con­
stitution and history the human race belongs to the 
animal family that creates, like bees, etc., and if there 
is no Creator we are the creators of this planet. I 
believe in the mission of the human race, although some 
people discard the idea, thinking that teleology pre­
supposes theology. But this is not necessarily so. Every­
thing that develops in accordance with the laws which 
are inherent in it is carrying out its mission. Now the 
mission of the human race is, despite numerous slips and 
lapses, a steady process of spiritualization. As science 
has taught us, we have started at the very bottom of 
animal life and we are unceasingly climbing towards the 
dizzy heights of godliness, or, as we would say, of 
humanity. Important as the individuum may be, it is 
in relation to humanity and its constant process of evolu­
tion, human progress, as the part to the whole, as the 
rain-drop to the ocean. If we may take from the in­
herited store as riluch as we like, we must not only see 
that the store should not become exhausted, but, short 
as our life may be, that it accumulates and enlarges for 
the benefit of those who will follow us. As there is more 
happiness in giving than in taking we must give to the 
utmost of our abilities. My happiness does not mean 
my personal happiness, even if not acquired at the 
expense of my neighbour, but that which is produced 
and conditioned by and inseparably connected with the 
happiness and advancement of my neighbour and the 
whole human race. I really believe in a trinity, in the 
trinity of I, Thou and We.

I am afraid my letter has become too long, but I 
should like to briefly touch upon one more point.

Mr. Cutuer especially objects to my disparagement of 
sport. I do not know whether this is the zeal of the 
bulldog breed, whose national deity has been desecrated 
or of the assimilated foreigner, who is as a rule plus 
royaliste que Ic roi, but it really does not matter. In 
the present state of affairs, where man is obliged to work 
very hard in order to eke out a living, I recognise the 
benefit of sport for brain-workers or those who are doing 
sedentary work, although I think that it would be far 
nobler and more useful if instead of indulging in sport 
people would work an allotment or, say, make bathchairs 
and cradles for the poor. (What an old fogey I must be !) 
But when gymnastics turn into athletics and human 
beings are degraded into fighting cocks, when the whole 
thing becomes a matter of betting and gambling, reveal­
ing thereby the basest animal features which the best of 
us arc trying to eradicate but which still are dormant 
in man, or when this is encouraged by government and 
capital for the purpose of stultifying the masses and 
takes away their attention from their misdoings, I— I am 
here speaking for myself— would most certainly be for 
stopping it even in an Anarchist state of society, where 
the word verboten should really be unknown. After all, 
liberty is not licentiousness.

This is also the reason why I said that I should rather 
see the churches packed with brainless throngs, etc. 
From two evils we naturally choose the lesser, and the 
infantile drivel of humanity’s first acquaintance with 
mental activity is certainly superior to the glories of our 
Simian age. The transition from Christianity to the 
present mode of life is far from being gratifying.

• J. M. S a l k in d .

[We have been obliged to abridge this letter owing to its 
great length. Will correspondents please bear in mind that 
a letter ought not to run to the length of an essay ?—Editor.]
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M r. G eorge W h iteh ea d ’s L ectu rin g  Tour 
in  P lym outh .

June i i  to June 16, 1922.
Mr. George W hitehead commenced his Plymouth cam-

SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on 
Tuesday and be marked “ Lecture Notice ”  if not sent on 
post-card.

LONDON.
paign by holding a large meeting on the Quay on Sunday 
morning. In spite of the attractions provided by 
numerous other meetings our audience remained atten­
tive and appreciative to the end and we disposed of a 
large amount of literature and forms of membership. In 
the evening we were on the Market Square, taking pos­
session of and retaining a huge audience most of which 
had already listened to a Communist speaker.

Monday found the crowd awaiting our arrival, while a 
religious enthusiast talked to the cobblestones anent our 
wickedness. Some platform opposition was offered and 
disposed of, a good collection taken and another large 
literature sale registered.

Tuesday found us at Devonport on a badly advertised 
pitch utilizing the services of a ginger-beer box on a raw 
windy evening. The crowd, however, gathered round and 
remained interested to the end.

Thursday’s meeting on the same spot attracted a 
numerous gathering, listening with the attention char­
acteristic of this week’s work. Scores of questions and 
platform opposition helped us to ram home our message 
in spite of the presence of a good number of bluejacket 
supporters requiring some tact to handle.

On Wednesday we again found a big crowd eagerly 
awaiting our arrival, and speaking upon the “  Religious 
Aspect of the Irish Question,” we fed it upon the pure 
milk of the word, while a rival Catholic orator made angry 
noises to about three of the faithful in a fruitless attempt 
to get a hearing. An unconscious Christian humorist 
occupied the platform and was laughed out of court for 
his pains by the crowd which testified to its appreciation 
of Secularist propaganda by a very decent collection and 
an eager demand for our literature,

Tlie concluding meeting on the Square, Plymouth, was 
remarkable for its enthusiasm and literature sales, which 
surpassed the very high totals of the other evenings.

Altogether the seven meetings were among the most 
successful we have conducted. The result will be the re­
suscitation of the Plymouth Branch, which has the chance 
of growing to be one of the largest in the movement.

I have to thank Mr. and Mrs. McCluskey for their 
most kindly hospitality, and Messrs. Churchill and Hick 
for their loyal support and assistance.

George W hitehead.

Indoor.

E thics Based on the L aws of Nature (19 Buckingham 
Street, Charing Cross) : 3.30, Mr. Siddle, “  The Prospects 0 
Naturalistic Morals.” All invited.

South Peace Ethical Society (South Place, Moorg*te 
Street, E.C.2) : 11, S. R. Ratcliffe, “ The Intellectual Re' 
action in America.”

Outdoor.
Bethnal G reen Branch N. S. S. (Victoria Park, near the 

Bandstand) : 6.15, Mr. Burke, A Lecture.
North L ondon Branch N. S. S. (Regent’s Park) : 6.3°'

Mr. Rosetti, A Lecture.
South L ondon Branch N. S. S. (Brockwell Park) : 3.15 alic* 

6, Mr. F. P. Corrigan, “ The Storv of the Ages.”
West H am Branch N. S. S. (Comer Technical Institute’ 

Romford Road, Stratford, E.) : 7, Mr. A. D. McLaren, “ '^e 
Workers’ Interest in Science.”

COUNTRY.
Indoor.

South S hields Branch, N.S.S.—Saturday, June 24, Pic0’ j' 
Jesmond Dene; Sunday, June 25 (Marsden Miners’ Da ’ 
Imeary Street) : 6.30 Mr. G. Whitehead, “ Religion and the 
Social Problem.”

F i n e s t  q u a l i t y  a r t  j u m p e r  s i l k , 4s*61
per 4 oz. hank. All shades. Postage 3d. per hank ; 3 °r 4 

hanks, 7d.— F. P. W alter, 69 Valkyrie Road, Westcliffe-on-S6*1 
Essex,

\ ^ / H I T E W A Y  SUM M ER SCH O O L (in the CotJ

i o(
vv wolds). An Educational Venture (of special interest

Freethinkers) purporting to stimulate the newly dawn
end that

tlus
talh

spirit of willingness and search out realities, to the 
life may be built upon durable foundations. To further 
object we offer—from July 8 until August 26, 1922—a nie»ta“(, 
and physically health promoting environment. Prograi° 
to include : Series of Lectures on General Science (with P 
tical demonstrations), Biology, Botany and Nature p, ^ 
Psychology (Psycho-Analysis), Sociology (non politic 
Political Theory, Rhythm, Colour and Harmony, Phil050?^ 
and Literature. Also Art Exhibitions, Musical Recitals, a . 
Organized Excursions.—Write to S tormont Murray, W*' 
way Colony, nr. Stroud, Glos., for Prospectus and any fu 
information.

Obituary.

It is with deep regret that I have to inform you of the 
decease of one of your valuable paper’s oldest sub­
scribers in the person of J. O. Warren, of this town. lie  
it was who introduced myself and several others to the 
“  Free,”  as your paper is called amongst ourselves. A 
very ardent admirer of the late G. W. Foote and yourself, 
his greatest disappointment was his inability to get over 
to Nottingham last March 5th and the recent conference 
and annual meeting. He was a very respected citizen, 
having held the post of conductor of the Ilkeston Glee 
Choir for over twenty years. A member of the R.A.O.B., 
of which he had been honoured with the fourth degree, 
also had held the head office of this district in the order.

J. Fox.

Bargains in Books.

A CANDID EXAMINATION OF THEISM, 
By Physicus (G. J. Romanes).

Price 49., postage 4d.

THE ETHIC OF FREETIIOUGHT.
By K arl Pearson.

Essays in Freethought History and Sociology- 
Published 10s. 6d. Price 5s. 6d., postage 7d.

KAFIR SOCIALISM AND THE DAWN 
OF INDIVIDUALISM.

An Introduction to the Study of the Native ProbleI° 
By Dudley K id d .

Published 7s. 6d. Price 3s. gd., postage 9d.

PAMPHLETS BY GEORGE WHITEHEAD

Man and His Gods. Price 2d., postage rd.
The Superman; Essays in Social Idealism. Price 2d., 

postage id.
The Socialist Sunday-school Movement. Price 2d., 

postage id.

The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C. 4.

T he P ioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street, E-C-4'

LATEST N .S .S . BADGE.— A sing1® ¿ ¿ if  
flower, size as shown ; artistic and ne c0\o ’̂ 
in enamel and silver ; permanent pifl: 
has been the silent means of i n t r o d u c e <*' 
kindred spirits. Brooch or Stud F*ste ’ 
post free. Special terms to Branch6® jj.C-4 

T he G eneral Secretary, N .S .S ., 02 Farringdon Stre® 1
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BLASPHEMY
A PLEA FOR RELIGIOUS EQUALITY

BY CHAPMAN COHEN
Price Threepence. Postage One Penny.
Contains a statement of Statute and Common Law on the 
subject, with an exposure of the fallacies by which they are 
defended, and a survey of the arguments in favour of their 
abolition. Orders for six or more copies will be sent post 

free. Special terms for larger quantities.

The Pioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C. 4.

Life, Mind, and Knowledge;
Or, The Circuit of Sentient Existence.

By J. C. THOMAS, B.Sc.
(Keridon)

’The object of this little work is to stress the fact that a 
sentient organism (animal or human) maintains its unity and 
integrity as a separate physical .existence by its own internal 
Activities, and that “  mind ” is as contributory to this end 
as any organ or gland of he body. Further, it is urged that 
no item of mind has a shred or shadow of meaning save in 

the light of this physical purpose.

Cloth, 3s. 6d. net, hy  post 3s. 9d.

The Pioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C. 4.

JESUS CHRIST: Man, God, or Myth?
With a Chapter on “ Was Jesus a Socialist ? ” 

By GEORGE WHITEHEAD
of "  The Psychology of the Woman Question,”  etc.

careful Examination of the Character and Teaching of the 
New Testament Jesus.

Printed on Good Paper. In Paper Covers, 2 s., 
Postage ad .; Printed on Superior Paper and bound in 

Cloth, 3 s. 6d., postage 3d.

Determinism or Free-W ill?
By CHAPMAN COHEN

N EW  EDITION R evised and Enlarged.

CONTENTS:
Chapter I.—The Question Stated. Chapter II.—
“ Freedom ” and “ Will.”  Chapter III.—Conscious­
ness, Deliberation, and Choice. Chapter IV.—Some 
Alleged Consequences of Determinism. Chapter V.— 
Professor James on the “  Dilemma of Determinism.” 
Chapter VI.—The Nature and Implications of Respon­
sibility. Chapter VII.-—Determinism and Character. 
Chapter VIII.—A Problem in Determinism. Chapter 

IX.—Environment.

Well printed on good paper.

Price, Wrappers Is. 9d., by post is. ir d .; or strongly 
bound in Half-Cloth 2s. 8d., by post 2s. gd.

T he Pioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street, E-C. 4.

THEISM OR ATHEISM?
By CHAPMAN COHEN

CONTENTS:
Part I.— A n E xamination op T heism .

Chapter I.—What is God ? Chapter II.—The Origin of the 
Idea of God. Chapter III.—Have we a Religious Sense ? 
Chapter IV.—The Argument from Existence. Chapter V.— 
The Argument from Causation. Chapter VI.—The Argument 
from Design. Chapter VII.—The Disharmonies of Nature. 
Chapter VIII’.—God and Evolution. Chapter IX.—The 

Problem of Pain.

Part II.—S ubstitutes for ath eism .
Chapter X.—A Question of Prejudice. Chapter XI.—What 
is Atheism? Chapter XII.—Spencer and the Unknowable. 
Chapter XIII.—Agnosticism. Chapter XIV.—Atheism and 

Morals. Chapter XV.—Atheism Inevitable.

Bound in full Cloth, Gilt Lettered. Price 6s. 
(Postage 3d.)

The Pioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C. 4.

 ̂ Remarkable Book by a Remarkable Man

Communism and Christianism
BY

Bishop W. MONTGOMERY BROWN, D.D.
A \
and °* that is quite outspoken in its attack on Christianity 
eritic?» fundamental religious ideas. It is an unsparing 
anq °f Christianity from the point of view of Darwinism, 

sociology from the point of view of Marxism. 204 pp.

Prioe I s .,  postage 2d.
Special terms for quantities.

Pioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C. 4.

PIONEER LEAFLETS.
B y  CH A PM AN . CO H EN .

No - ^
No *  W IN G  f r e e t h i n k e r s .
N0‘ 2' Th e  b e l ie f s  o f  u n b e l i e v e r s .

’ 5- ARE CHRISTIANS INFERIOR TO FREE-
N0 6 t h i n k e r s  ?

h o e s  m a n  d e s ir e  g o d ?
Price is . 6d. per 100, Postage 3d.

Tin
Pion:EER Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E-C. 4.

T he Pioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C. 4.

GENERAL INFORMATION FOR 
FREETHINKERS.

CONCERNING :
Withdrawal of children from religious instruction in 
public schools. The right to affirm. Religion in the 
Army and Navy. Church attendance in the Navy. 
Secular funerals. Civil marriages. The naming of 

infants, etc.

(Issued by the Executive of the National Secular Society)

Price TW OPENCE, post free.

T he P ioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C. 4.

The “FREETHINKER” for 1921
Strongly hound in Cloth, Gilt Lettered, with full Index and 

Title-page.

Price 18s,; postage Is.
Only a very limited number of copies are to be had, and 

otders should be placed at once.

Cloth Cases, with Index and Title-page, for binding own 
copies, may be had for 3s. 0d., postage 4d.

Tiie Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C. 4.
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THE

SHELLEY CENTENARY
Selected Prose Writing's

OF

PERCY BYSSHE SHELLEY
With Introduction by H. S. SALT

The Necessity of Atheism. Letter to Lord Ellen 
borough. Refutation of Deism. Defence of Poetry 
Literature and Manners of the Ancients. On Life 

On a Future State. Essay on Christianity.

Price ONE SHILLING, postage 2d.

BUY DIRECT

Bargains in LACE CURTAINS

Choice Designs Low Prices

Write for Illustrated Booklet

The North Ayrshire
Lace Curtain Co.

D A R V E L , A Y R S H IR E

The P ioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C. 4.

Three Great FreethinKers.

GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE
BY

JOSEPH McCABE
The Life and Work of one of the Pioneers of the Secular 
and Co-operative movements in Great Britain. With four

plates.

ROBERT G. INGERSOLL
BY

C. T. GORHAM
A Biographical Sketch of America’s greatest Freethought 

Advocate. With Four Plates.

CHARLES BRADLAUGH
BY

The Right Hon. J. M. ROBERTSON
An Authoritative Life of one of the greatest Reformers of the 
Nineteenth Century, and the only one now obtainable. With 

Four Portraits.

In Paper Covers, 2s. (postage 2d.). Cloth Bound, 
3s. 6d. (postage 2jd.) each Volume.

The Pioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C. 4.

The Case Against Theism
By GEORGE WHITEHEAD

Paper Covers, I s . 3d. (postage 2d.); Cloth, 2s. 6d. 
(postage 2jd.).

The P ioneer Press, ’ 6i Farringdon Street, E-C. 4.

A FIGHT FOR RIGHT
A Verbatim Report of the Decision in the House of Lords 

in re
Bowman and Others v. The Secular Society, Limited. 

With Introduction by Chapman Cohen.

Issued by the Secular Society, Limited.
Price One Shilling. Postage i£d.

T he Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C. 4.

Modern M aterialism
A  Candid Examination

B y W A LTER MANN
(Issued by the Secular Society, Limited) 

CONTENTS:
Chapter I.—Modern Materialism. Chapter II.—Dar­
winian Evolution. Chapter III.—Auguste Comte and 
Positivism. Chapter IV.—Herbert Spencer and the 
Synthetic Philosophy. Chapter V.—The Contribution 
of Kant. Chapter VI.—Huxley, Tyndall, and Clifford 
open the Campaign. Chapter VII.—Buechner’s 
“  Force and Matter.” Chapter VIII.—Atoms and the 
Ether. Chapter IX.—The Origin of Life. Chapter 
X.—Atheism and Agnosticism. Chapter XI.—The 
French Revolution and the Great War. Chapter 

XII.—The Advance of Materialism.

A careful and exhaustive examination of the meaning
Materialism and its present standing, together with its beat' 

ing on various aspects of life. A much needed work.

176 pages. Price 2s. in neat Paper Cover, or strongly 
bound in Cloth 3s. 6d. (postage 2d.).

Every reader of the Freethinker should send for a copy, °r ll 
can be ordered through any newsagent in the country-

T he P ioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C- 4-

GOD-EATING
A Study in Christianity and Cannibalism

By J. T. LLOYD
(Issued by the Secular Society, Limited)

A Valuable Study of the Central Doctrine of Christianity- 
Should be read by both Christians and I-'reethinkef

,ld-
In Coloured Wrapper. Price 6d. Postage -

T he P ioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E-c - 4-

litTHE “ FREETHINKER.”
T iie Freethinker may be ordered frpip any new s^ ^  
in the United Kingdom, and is supplied by a m,- 
wholesale agents. It will be sent direct from the tjjc 
ishing office post free to any part of the world °° 

following terms :—  gji
The United Kingdom— One Year, 17s. 6^" 

Months, 8s. 9d.; Three Months, 4s. 6d.
Foreign and Colonial—-One Year, 15s.; Si*

7s. 6d. ; Three Months, 3s. 9d.
Those who experience any difficulty in ° D 

copies of the paper will confer a favour if ® 
write us, giving full particulars.

jii£
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and Co., L t d .), 6/ Farringdon Street, London,


