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Views and Opinions

(] e>Fraud and Folly
, 7arce of a National Day of Prayer was duly
( aiiged, staged and performed—with the usual conse-

n s. Parce is the kindlier word, but it is not com-
1 I'lensive enough. Fraud covers more of the ground,
j 10 make the situation descriptively accurate we
yUs* add folly, which is consonant with sincerity, and
"°"ld be foolish to assert that there are not among
L.s luge numbers who still display that type of primi-
Pi’e Intelligence which in spite of educationt—from the
p Afientary schools to the universities is still with

°r Liere is after all no substantial difference between
JTstrating oneself before a carved idol in the South
""Is and kneeling in prayer in St. Paul's or West-
minster Cathedral. @ The primitive savage and the
modern Archbishop and Cardinal are at one with their
(uisli praise of (lie national -Toss, who appears to have

I} same appetite for flattery that a schoolboy has for
~olfee. The Prayer Book with its “ O Almighty Cod,

Ing of Kings and governor of all things save and
1'-liver us from the hands of our enemies, abate tljeir
L'ide,” does not materially differ in its substance from
lu prayer of the Zulus when going out to meet their
"I'ctnies. 'The difference lies in the quality of the sin-
te% of the displayed in the two cases.

It says something that this time the papers having
lily advertised that the Day of Prayer was going to
taPpen, actually ignored it—or nearly so when it did
ilke place. Some of the papers ignored it altogether,
filers reported it, but the report was more of a slight
*lian leaving it severely alone would have been. The
Lfthiy Telegraph, which has tolerably open columns for
i°’ne very absurd aspects of theology— Christian theo-
ry —gave seven and a half lines (narrow measure) to
llie Archbishop of Canterbury, and exactly the same
utnount to Cardinal Hinsley. Knowing each of these
Ten (from their speeches) | do not for a moment sug-
gest that they deserved more than the space given, |
i"n surprised only that so respectable a paper as the
telegraph should have treated God’s two chief repre-
Hntatives in this country with such scant ceremony—
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even though one of them disputes the representative
character of the other. There is one explanation of the
silence of the press that suggests itself. To put it
mildly, and from the religious point of view, heaven
seems to have grossly misunderstood the purport of
these organized efforts of national prayer. Each time
they have been succeeded by a disaster of some sort
to us or our allies. The first—a very lengthy one last-
ing over a week ,and on the non-stop pa-ttern, led to
the disaster of Munich, which gave Hitler a command-
ing position in Europe, sapped the confidence of the
smaller States of Europe in the Allies, and gave Ger-
many huge stocks of arms and the possession of Czecho-
slovakia. The second reply was the desertion of the
King of Belgium with liis Army, and also to the
disaster of Dunkirk, partly retrieved by the heroism
of the British and French forces, and the courage of
seamen and others who took part in the rescue of the
|troops, but which again presented Hitler with an im-
mense quantity of arms. The third day of prayer was
promptly followed by the collapse of France, and then
came the fourth, and last one—up to date. The reply to
this was prompt. The strength of the German attack
on London was increased, and has developed in fero-
city since. My familiarity with the ways of God is not
so intimate as those of Messrs. Hinsley and the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, but it does look as though =either
the Lord is getting restive under the importunities of
his worshippers, or that he completely misunderstands
the aims and hopes of those who pray. It has been
suggested that our tactics should be altered, and that
the King should lead a day of prayer for Germany. Why
should wo bear all the consequences of annoying God
Almighty?

One thought strikes us, .and we admit it for all it is
mworth. The Archbishop of Canterbury said that Sep-
tember 8 was a fitting timo for God's intercession since
it was the first Sunday in a new year of war. That, to
use a phrase that is popular with those of limited
vocabulary, is intriguing. Does Dr. Lang regard the
war as a kind of annual “ beanfeast,” but thinks the
jollification is being prolonged overmuch? Or does he
think that the Lord has not yet discovered that there
is aworld war in being, and that the Day of Prayer is a
reminder to him that it is time 110 took a hand in the
proceedings? Of course the earth is a very small speck
in this universe of ours, and it is just possible that
God’s attention has been so much in demand in other
directions that this twirling travelling speck of cosmic
dust may have escaped notice. In that case we sug-
gest that a straightforward message to the Lord on the
lines of something like the following might bo sent:

(Referring to our messages of various dates, we beg to
inform you that no reply, favourable to ourselves, has
been received. What has been done is to supply some-
thing for which no request has been made, and which is
in direct contradiction to what was ordered. In terms
of our longstanding agreement wc are willing that thine
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shall bo the glory; but it is quite clear that ours ought
to be the profit. At present we have had nothing but
losses in response to our requests.”

* * *

For those who Believe

But “ prayer brings comfort to many suffering
souls.”. Unquestionably. Never yet was an impost-
ure practised or a delusion existing that did not please
those on whom it imposed. A delusion is only opera-
tive so long as its nature is undetected. @ Men have
given their lives as a consequence of their belief in that
which bus no existence outside the range of their own
imagination. Hysterics have died showing the symp-
toms of diseases they did not have, and part of the
tragedy that lies before all competent medical men is
that they must often humour the fancies and delusions
of their patient in .order to effect u cure. Many men
or women will find their troubles reduced in size and
poignancy by a confidential chat with a friend, and
finding comfort in a conversation with a God is an ex-
ample of exactly the same kind of phenomena. No
Freethinker who understands the case against religion
and for a scientific Freethought would dream of deny-
ing that religious ceremonies bring comfort to those
who practise them with sincerity. But the strength of
the Freethought case is that it is able to explain away
the illusion of a God listening to prayers by reducing re-
ligious beliefs their purely human basis.

But unfortunately it is not possible to disregard the
fraud and deliberate dishonesty that lies behind much
of modern professional religion. A Church is a sacred
building, especially dedicated to the service of God. It
is governed by men who have been specially called by
God to their post. But to-day hundreds, probably
thousands of Churches ,have their services with an
altar surrounded with sand bags, and bombproof shel-
ters arc provided for worshippers while an air raid is in
progress. Advertisements are hung outside Churches
giving notice of the time of services, but accompanying
them is the directions telling the worshippers where
they may rush from their prayers in the House of God,
and find shelter in a dug-out which has never been
consecrated, built by all sorts of men, and where Holy
Water is displaced by tea or a whisky flask.

There are, | suspect, almost as many Cinemas in this
country as Churches and other places of worship. The
former are protected by prayers, and it is to God’s in-
terest to preserve them. There are no prayers said in
cinemas before a performance, and we are assured by
many, on account of their being open on Sunday, they
are a direct threat to the belief in God. But the pro-
portion of cinemas damuged is not very much greater
than Churches.  Several Churches have been hit
in my own neighbourhood, but my own bouse has
hitherto, although in a well and regularly bombed dis-
trict, up to the time of writing these lines, escaped
even the breaking of a window. And yet there is
enough explosive matter in my library to blow up all
the Churches in Christendom. King George the Sixth
was at the«coronation corroboree at Westminster sol-
emnly converted by the magic of the Archbishop into a
semi-deity, but with araid on lie properly seeks shelter
just as though be were an ordinary unsanctified dust-
man.

Among all the plans that have been devised to
secure a more rapid* supply of armaments no one has
suggested prayer as a method of increasing the output.
And if it were proposed that each man and woman en-
gaged in making or preparing weapons of war should
have one hour per day to petition the aid of the deity,
the reply would certainly be that we cannot afford to
waste so many hours of labour. Not even Cardinal
Hinsley would support such a proposal. Of course a
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characier as Lord Halifax might
lat We could form praying circles, but
shoulddo so and US wweil'f'nown suggestion that "~
it should bo 1 CPuay <xXiy was with the proviso that
The Kia,, those wh® had nothing else to do.
Prayer intn, H on the National Day "t
spected som e”™M h”~W t0 anotller)> an(1 afterwards w
thatif]Jemm , , e ftorsc Guards. We dare wag?

Guardsmen hcVnniT bf Ween more prayers and nore
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cause 1 believe !'!>Se notes Farce, Fraud and Folly he
and puts tho«o , 'i'S aecurately sums up the situation,

categories. IW n°JnJdu,ge.iu prayer in their propll
of religious belWw °ne of tlle earlier manifestation
forms. First 'i 'T ~lere it manifests itself in

value in inducing til en,~as a coercive semi-magic.
what is required® i to wrom ~ is directed tod
f'uguisli a prayer t," SUcl' cases ifc is not eus® to (I’
sPeU loses ils L f a masSical spell. But s tre

him back on BeHG N llelP essiﬂrlle s of man thyqQ"”
*_n petltl’mng the god who as charg

rain or the crops ,oi wlio may help to satisty
n_eeds and_deswes. And this note of helplﬁes%p?iaym
tinues until to-day. Men never pray for wnat

obtain or accomplish for themselves, neither do *
pray .for the obviously helpless. Men do pray o~
covery from a fever, because the cause and the c'a \V
fevers are obscure, at least to the patient and Pu)

to the doctor. But who prays for a leg that has
cut off to be put on again? Dr. Inge says that the »
definite promises made by Jesus with regard to I,I” s

appear to be contradicted by experience. ApiK
is a very mild term. They have been contradict
the common sense of human experience. 2hey ~

long to the phase of experience which may "'c
characterized as Folly. n

After folly comes fraud, for every priesthood
world lias known sooner or later tries to perpetuate
folly on which they live by the fraud they pnC
Gibbon said that in the later days of ancient Rome, *
Augurs (priests) could not pass each other in the s ~,
without a smile. If that is not tlie ease to-day, !
not because there is less fraud, but because the m°(
priest lias better control over his facial muscles.
Gatliolie practise is full of methods of obtaining P;Il =
age and support that if practised in the secular
ness world would land a man in prison. Protest'l
priests are not quite so flagrant in tlieir practice, bo »
substance it falls well into lino with the older PL1/"
liood. How many edergymen offer prayers for 1
knowing quite well that they might as well stun 0
tlieir heads and whistle “ Pop goes the Weasel.” Ho
many have taken part in this ridiculous Nations
of Prayer who realize as well as wo do that prayel
no more effect on the course of this war than has ~
carrying of arabbit’s foot? Ilow many of our teach*
of religion are there who talk of the power of J»"1
when they are quite aware that it is no more tin*11,
game of self-deception, even when it is honestly ml|1 |
It is at that stage that fraud commands the stage,
it is in that condition that the majority of the more 11
telligent of our clergy are to-day.

Folly, Farce and Fraud | think correctly describ'd
the history of prayer. It was folly, but unavoidsl
folly when our primitive ancestors knelt in fear and 1!
lieved they could by tlieir adulation get something the!'
needed. It was, and is, fraud when educated pries'?
living in a scientific era, frame and use, formulae whu
properly belong to the Stone Age. And it is folly ~
find a nation that is struggling for its continued e*IS
ence, falling back upon prayers and petitions that "u
worthy only of savages.

Chapman Cohe>
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The Manfulness of Massey

1he genius that can stand alone

As the minority of one,

Or with the faithful few be found

Working and waiting till the rest come round.

Gerald Massey

(ERa;,d Massey, poet, reformer and scholar, liad a
\ery interesting career. To use Browning’s expressive
Phrase, he was *“ ever a fighter.” He fought every
hay of his long life, which was prolonged beyond the
"SJ1 span, and his sword was in his hand until the
<liy of his death. Massey’s’ early life is the grimmest
comments on “ the good, old days. Son of
rgetnan, he was born in the grip of poverty. At an
JloC when fortunate children were at school, he was
"orbing in a mill for eleven hours daily at tlie weekly
"age of one shilling. This was not the worst. He be-
caine a staw-plaiter, and for three years lived in the
shadow of starvation, often prostrated by illness.
Writing of that awful, early life of his, he said after-
"wds, “ | had no childhood.” Think of it! The
Blﬁr‘tli_or of those beautiful and tender poems, Babe

'nstabel,” and “ The Mother s Idol Broken,” “had
I childhood.” It is a tragedy “ too deep for tears.”

hi spite of all drawbacks young Massey learned to
‘cad and write, and became familiar with The Pil-

8 Progress, and Robinpon Crusoe. Brave, old

U>yan and unabashed Defoe are not had school-
masters for a quick, intelligent boy, for they wrote

leir books in two languages, in literature and in life.
| r fifteen years of a*2 Massey came to London and

‘ccarne an errand-boy. In the great Metropolis hooks
"ere procurable, and his literary appetite was vora-
ciUs. HA read everything he could lay his hands on,
going without meals to buy books, and without sleep
to read them.” What a picture of the past, the old
'laysof storm and peril, when the pioneers arose almost
"Very day to meet a fresh difficulty or a new danger.
|'°r Massey lived right through a stern period of Eng-
Ish liberty.. It was during this time that he laid the
Inundations of that wide knowledge which later made
Un one of the noted critics and scholars of his time.

The revolutionary movements of 1848 greatly im-
pressed Massey, and many of his verses are the direct
pntcome of this time of struggle. Republicanism was
'n the air, and he became a Republican. X\t twenty-
°ne he was editing the Spirit of Freedom,, a revolution-
ary paper, mainly written by himself. Then he con-
tributed to Thomas Cooper’s Journal, and other Demo-
cratic periodicals. He became kgown, and numbered
among his associates Charles Kingsley the novelist, and
r\ D. Maurice, the friend of Tennyson.

Massey’s first book of verse was issued when
be was but nineteen years of age. -Later came
bis Voices of Freedom, which showed a notable
advance. Hepworth Dixon of the Atherueum was at-
tracted by the fiery “ Song of a Red Republican,” and
recognized it as tlie work of a man who had something
t>say and could say it well.  Among the admirers
which Massey’s poems won for him were Landor, Rus-
kin, Tennyson and Lytton. A greater honour awaited
him, for “ George Eliot ” made him her model for the
hero of “ Felix Holt,” which was like having his name
Written in gold on the dome of St. Paul’s Cathedral.

It was Babe Ghristabel which made Massey famous.
With this he stormed the bastions of success. Landor
praised it, and the author was hailed as a rising star.
Next, the Crimean War and the Indian Mutiny roused
the poet, and he never sang so finely as in his War
Waits, a volume worth reprinting. He was never so
near being a great poet. One of his poems, “ Scar-
lett’s Three Hundred,” indeed, challenges comparison
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with Tennyson’s “ Charge of the Light Brigade.”

It was at this period that Massey’s life altered its
direction. In the maturity of his poetic power, he
deliberately put aside the laurel wreath and the ap-
plause of literature, and devoted himself to the nobler
work of the emancipation of his fellows. He turned
away from verse-writing and put all his energies to a
scholarly and philosophic exposure of the greatest re-
ligious fraud of all the ages. His books, The Book of
Beginnings, The Natural Genius, Ancient Egypt, The
Light of the World, are works of scholarship and have
to be reckoned with. In thousands of pages Massey
shows Ancient Egypt as the Motherland of Supersti-
tion, and points out clearly that the holy mother and
child, the one a virgin and the other a god, were wor-
shipped in Egypt many centuries "before the Christian
Era. In a pregnant passage in The Natural Genesis,
Massey says:—

The writer has not only shown that the current theology
is, but also how it has been, falsely founded on a misinter-
pretation of mythology by unconsciously inheriting the
leavings of primitive or archaic man and ignorantly mis-
taking these for divine revelations.

It was by no means an easy or a profitable task that
the poet-scholar had imposed upon himself. In the
noble dedicatory verses of The Natural Genesis he
shows, with real pathos, the isolation of a scholar’s life.
He compares himself to a diver whose friends and rela-
tives watch anxiously for hip return: —

Year after year went by,

And watchers wondered when

The diver to their welcoming cry
Of joy, would rise again.

And still rolled on Times wave,

That shortened as it passed;

The ground is getting toward the grave
That | have reached at last.

Child after child would say—

“ Ah'! when his work is done,
Father will come with us and play ”
'Tis done. And playtime’s gone.

A willing slave for years,

| strove to set men free;

Mine were the labours, hopes, and fears,
Be theirs the victory.

\\riling to Dr. E. B. Aveling, and referring to G. \Y.
Foote, Massey said: “ | fight the same battle as him-
self, although with a somewhat different weapon.”
Massey wished clearly to be reckoned as a fellow-
soldier in the Liberation War of Humanity. Yet at his
death, the *“ glorious free press of England ” con-
cealed entirely that the scholar-poet was a Freethinker.
One specially “ Liberal ” newspaper proudly claimed
him as a “ Christian-Socialist.” The plain truth is
that Massey spent half of a very lengthy life in show-
ing the mythical and legendary nature of the Christian
Religion. And he did wisely. The instinct of
Massey’'s maturity, which led him to forsake the slopes
of Parnassus for the battlefield of Freethought, was a
perfectly sound one. His poetry largely belongs to the
Victorian era of the nineteenth century, but his ex-
haustive and scholarly criticism of Christianity has
helped materially, to widen knowledge and to hasten
the dawn of Freedom. Through all the charlatanism
of superstition lie went his quiet way making notes.
Far off, the murmurs of the busy and noisy world
sounded but dimly; but he wrote his books and brought
his knowledge to his fellow men. He was content, for
he knew that he worked at the looms of Hie future.

Mimnermus
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The Conflict of Creeds in XVI
Century France

Apart from the heresy trials and executions, the Eng-
lish .Reformation was effected with comparatively little
bloodshed. But on the Continent, in the Netherlands,
France and Germany, the revolt against Home was the
occasion of a sacrifice of human life on a stupendous
scale, especially in the Thirty Years’ War which devas-
tated and demoralized Germany from 1618 to 1648.

In adjoining France, religious conflicts cursed the
country from 1559 to 1598. Protestants termed Hugue-
nots became noticeable especially in cities among
workmen and traders and, it is said, that nearly half a
million of these dissidents existed in 1558. Their num-
bers rapidly increased and the erection and organiza-
tion of their churches were directed by Calvin himself.
But their enmity towards their Catholic neighbours
soon manifested itself in conflict. As Dr. J. P. Whitney
states in his History of.the Reformation (Church His™
torical Society, New Edition, 1940, 12s. 6d.): “ A
statue of the Madonna was mutilated (1528) and pla-
cards coarsely denouncing the Mass were posted up
(1534): the passions of hostile mobs were stirred. There
were inutterings of storms to come. Some twenty-
three were executed: Louis de Berquin, a well-known

.scholar . . . had been in trouble over the possession
of heretical books (1523): he was thrown into prison
(1528), then released by the King, but burnt later on,
A liberal grant of money from the Church, and the hope
of help from Lutherans in Germany were pushing the
monarch in different directions. Flirtation with here-
tics abroad, joined with a real passion for the wealthy
orthodox at home made for instability in a sovereign’s
rule.’”

So much for the consistency of his most Christian
Majesty, Francis 1., in whose reign the shameful harry-
ing of the inoffensive Waldenses in Province took place.
But the vindictive and intolerant clergy were mainly re-
sponsible for their sufferings and sacrifice at the stake.
For when Francis was inclined to protect them, their
clerical detractors accused these harmless heretics of
treason and other crimes against the State. So some
3,000 men, women and children were slaughtered; some
of the men were.sentenced to the galleys, while other
survivors fled to Switzerland.

When Francis was at variance with the Catholic.Em-
peror, Charles V., he favoured toleration, but when
they composed their quarrels, heresy hunts and execu-
tions were the fashion. With Francis’' death, his suc-
cessor Henry I1., intensified the persecutions his father
had begun and many Protestants went to the stake.

Nevertheless, heresy increased. Calvin despatched
100 well-trained pastors to preach his doctrines. Among
the converts were several influential notabilities includ-
ing Louis de Condi and scions of the Bourbon family.

On the other side, the powerful Guise family played a
pronounced part in the impending tragedy. The mur-
der a member of their group by a Huguenot firebrand
intensified the hatred of the Guises towards their
enemies, for the assassin under torture implicated Beza
—h prominent Calvinist—and the Huguenot Admiral
Coligny in the crime. Thus the path was well pre-
pared for the calamities to come.

Tbe Catholic party fanned the flame, and in 1562 the
Duke of Guise with his armed retainers burst into an
unauthorized assembly at Vassey, slaughtered twenty
Huguenot worshippers and maltreated many more.
Open warfare resulted. Condd, the Protestant lender
occupied Orleans and converted it into a centre of mili-
tary operations. The Calvinists were massacred in sev-
eral cities including Toulouse, and the Parliament of
Paris outlawed them. Yet, despite trampling soldiers,
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there were interludes of peace and efforts wer§ Mmade ©

arrange a settlement. 9
Plots and counter plots abounded. Both

and international interests were involved. 1.jg
death of Henry Il., and the accession of his Hll(
widow, Catherine de Medici became the real IM» e
France. A worldly-wise woman, she played 0
faction against another until the complexities 0 Gjle
ilicting interests culminated in the revolting mus&au
of Bartholomew in 1572.

Faced with the danger of Civil War, Catherine strO'~
to preserve peace by skilfully balancing the conte"
ing parties. She called de I'Hopital to her aid m
interests of toleration, while the more enligb el
members of the Parliament of Paris recommen ~
banishment instead of burning as a punishinen
heresy. But the death penalty was still imposed, “
the orthodox rabble sometimes took the law bitO
own hands, while Calvinist mobs desecrated an
despoiled churches, the famous Abbey at Caen su
ing severely.

Now, however, even the Guise Cardinal of B°rl . n
advocated clemency, and Coligny presented a pul
urging the cessation of persecution and the rig! ,
erect Huguenot temples. The Chancellor, LIIbl11»
also favoured toleration at a gathering of the bta
General in 1560, while the Church was assailed as a
wealthy and masterful institution, and the payi»e>> 0
Crown debts from Church revenues was proposed-

Francis If. died in 1500, and his heir was a 1
child ofAten. Catherine, his mother, remained the 1
sovereign, although the boy Charles IX. was nomin® g
King. Confronting the Queen, however, stood -1
miral Coligny, a distinguished commander, a Patu
and a devoted adherent of Calvinism. Moreover,
marriage between Catherine’s daughter and the 1¢
testant Henry of Navarre was duly celebrated ui J* »
in 1572, and the optimists hailed this union as
harbinger of serener days. But Coligny’s growing
fluence over the young king induced Catherine to P1"
cure the Admiral’s death, but the shots' of the ['110
assassin were ineffective and Coligny recovered H
his wounds.

This atrocity infuriated the Admiral’s adherent «
and reprisals were instantly demanded. All hope
tranquility was abandoned, so Catherine and her
visers elaborated a more extensive scheme. AH
Huguenot leaders, save the younger Cond6 and Nava'
were singled out. for destruction. The King reluctau »
consented, and the holocaust commenced on St. Ba>
olomew, August 24, 1572. In Whitney’'s words: |
Duke of Guise himself saw to the murder of
wounded Admiral; the King with the hysterical pass'0”™
of a convert, shot Huguenots from his window, 1111
general massacre went on in the city allday. Then, <
royal order, the same bloodshed followed in ci 1L
from Meaux to Toulouse. There was a greatness IUlj
yet a vagueness about the number slain which deepen’;®
the horror, felt and expressed in many lands except ”
Italy, Spain and Switzerland. Estimates of the n” nl
ber vary from 10,000 to 100,000 (which is far too hig 1™
the smaller number is nearer the mark: in Paris itsl
about 2,000 perished.”

This dastardly deed completely failed to achieve ==
intended effect. Calculated, as it was, in cold blo°
and relentlessly executed, this wholesale carnage,
stead of removing differences, deeply embittered eve',
relation between the conflicting cults. The PapllG
was apparently unaware of the projected massacre 111
til its occurrence, but greatly rejoiced when the tru 1
was made known. The Holy Father, Gregory XG '’
wished to illuminate Home in celebration of the
acre, but was restrained from this by the remonstrance-

‘
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LE the French' Ambassador. Still, the Rope welcomed
*le “Rocity as a divine deliverance.

Iho surviving Huguenots prepared their defences and
utilities began. Catherine, however, was anxious loi
Ruce, so terms were submitted and the Reace of La
*°chelle was signed. A modicum of liberty was
ijTatited, but political dissensions and sectarian rancour
SPnoccasioned further bloodshed. The Duke of Guise
Ut] his brother, the Cardinal, were murdered by their
Political rivals in 1588. Catherine died shortly after-
"urds, and her then reigning son, Henry Ill. was
“tabbed to death by a Dominican fanatic in 1589. 1 his
hagedy terminated the inglorious line of the Valois
lulers of France.

v, eni’X °f Navarre became the leading aspirant to the
(e throne. In a State distracted by personal, politi-
and religious animosities, a professed Rrotestant
jj nee had almost insuperable difficulties to surmount.
s sagacious adviser the convinced Calvinist,
in view of the perplexities of the situation,
°*Unselled his master to publicly recant his theologica
~Pinions.  So it was officially announced that Henry
/ 1"led to become a convert to Catholicism. Then, hav-
<0 Shgned his Abjuration, he was solemnly received
0 the Roman Church by the Archbishop of Bourges
y £)9d. Clerical opposition gradually faded away in
Inc®, and although the Pope somewhat tardily and
(i"Piciously accepted the Absolution and Reception,
after city acknowledged Henry who, in February,
marched into Paris as sovereign, a success re-

0l (h'd as well worth a Mass.

Hairy 1v. pursued a conciliatory policy and strove
jQreligious peace. But many Huguenots, despite the
Llger liberties accorded them, were seething with re-
J'tiuent and disappointment. Still, although they
Practically raised a standard of rebellion, the philo-
HPhic Henry ignored their truculent conduct, and
‘asted in the powers of negotiation to produce ap-
Peaseinent.  This took place at a time when the
£gUenots had greatly decreased in number, but from
,''8 Conference emerged the celebrated Edict of
='antes.

-Hany Catholics regarded the Edict with sullen re-
~nttnent and dislike. Its liberal provisions conceded
j'mpler freedom of .worship, assembly and service to
I("6th;s, than orthodoxy favoured. @ The Huguenots
(.ere now fully entitled to all civic rights and protec-

while every trading and industrial facility was
afforded them.
j, " ith all his all-too human frailties Henry 1V. of
, "mice well merits the late Professor Stubbs’ encon-
IIn, “ that he had a true love for his people, and a
i~ar perception of all their best interests. To them
le was a good King, the only good King since St.
Hoiiis.”

Henry of Navarre’'s able and upright minister, the
Hike of Sulle.y did bis utmost to restore France to a
Hite of prosperity. But sectarian fanaticism, venom
I'"d folly craved one more victim and the tolerant
Henry IV. was stabbed to death by the demented
HavaiUac, on his way to a visit to Sulley. But Henry’s
I'fe and tragic death were not in vain, and at a later
Hay, tiie enlightonud and astute Richelieu successfully
'esumed the policy pursued by his murdered prede-

°essor.
T. F. Palmer

Kvery new ruler, when he has ceased to wield the new broom,
I1°’nds to become either a king stork that does mischief, or a king

*°g that does nothing.
Herbert Spencer
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Emotion in Apes

When lie fired agun Kohler saw his animals turn their
their backs and raise their arms protectively in
human fashion. This turning away at 180 degrees was
the characteristic response for fear. On the other
hand anger (thwarted movement) directed the ape
towards the object. For instance, a growling dog on
the other side of the bars had stones thrown at it by
the apes, the stones hitting the bars. Tschego, a non-
thrower, was evidently approaching the throwing stage,
since she tore grass up and dashed her blanket about.
She understood the use to which stones could be put.
On account of her size Kohler used stones as the safest
means of punishing her; she sometimes ran up to him,
took the stone from him, coolly threw it to the ground
and walked away. In Chica’s case, stone-throwing
was a favourite outlet for emotion, and when over-
joyed she would playfully hurl them at Tschego’s’ample
back.

In fire the apes found an object interesting but un-
pleasant to approach too near; they therefore poked it
with sticks, This going for the spatial direction of
what excites emotion was evident when an ape was
isolated from his comrades. Displaying.signs of grief
he would extend his arms towards the others or even
hurl objects imploringly. Isolated from the rest, but
in sight and easy reach of them, Sultan threw pebbles
towards, not at, Tschego, who had often shared fruit
with him. Ho would also push twigs towards her
with a stick.

Apes separated from the little community would
risk their lives to get back, and quite lose their appe-
tite. If they hear him the others show sympathy, but
they are still a group and therefore not much upset. If
they neither see nor hear him they will not worry about
his absence.

It is not the fact that the isolated ape is shut up by
himself that makes him want to get back. If the group
is shut up in a cage and the isolated one outside, he
still does his utmost to get in with them.

There is great mutual joy on the return of a wand-
erer, especially if 'the latter is the leader. Neverthe-
less the apes would be more urgently concerned about
buried fruit rather than about an absent comrade'.

If an excluded animal pleads for food the others will
be generous according to mood. As at other times
they will break a banana in half for another ape. In
the interests of an experiment Sultan especially would
be isolated, and in the interests of science would also
have to fast a little occasionally. Tschego was seen
to feed him until her sexual cold phase began. During
her sexual flow, with sex quiescent her temper became
more amiable. Grande, the next oldest, remained
sexually indifferent to the males, and was thus left
alone by them sexually, though they remained good
playfellows.

The behaviour of the chimpanzees showed them cap-
able of a good deal of affection, not only for an ape
friend but also for Kohler. They were more prone to
side with their own kind against Kohler than vice
versa. They would howl if he struck one of their
number, and if the offence took place outside their
stockade they would rush angrily to the rails. Hear-
ing Kohler punishing some ape out of sight Konsul
came running round at the cries of distress, and this
little male especially would hit out at a man. (A cock
will also dash up belligerently to the chaser of hens,
but usually has not the courage to attack.)

Kohler found that the most trivial causes, or even
(he pretence at a blow, would sometimes cause a
frightful collective demonstration. Once Kana, who
had been playing happily with him a minute before,
sprang at his neck.
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The intelligent Sultan was quick to make capital out I
of this general readiness to take the part of an imagined
victim. He would adopt the role of the wronged, and
with great acting ability would deliberately incite the
others to a demonstration of fury. He would hop
about, choking with his glottal cramp, screaming and
whining, especially to the big Tschego, and when they
came to his aid he would shriek challengingly at the
innocent Kohler or some other selected victim.

Much of Sultan’s behaviour was vicious, and not less
so as it approached human standards. We all know
the human failing of “ taking it out of the office boy.”
When very young. Sultan was not able to tackle
Kohler, and so lie vented his anger on his disliked
Ghical

Sultan also provides an interesting exception to the
general characteristic of defending a comrade against
Kohler. He would leap angrily at an animal scolded
by Kohler, and would sometimes attack it afterwards.
This may have been love for Kohler, but more
probably it was the old human failing which
seeks some object on which to vent moral
indignation. Humans have always loved to be morally
indignant! The psychoanalyst might call it a sacrifice
to the Super-Ego, and | see no reason why such pic-
turesque terminology should not be accepted as an
exact label for the jirosaic workings of the mind.

Towards Kohler the animals normally had warm
feelings: one of them, rapped for the.first time, was
heartbroken and threw her arms round his neck till she
was forgiven and petted. Some, after having raged at
being punished, would later come up very close to him
and beg forgiveness, pressing his fingers to their lips.
Each morning the animals gave him an impetuous
greeting. Was it mere “ cupboard love” ? Then why
did they not immediately make for the food, instead of
first romping about him in joy while the breakfast
waited?  When the job of feeding them was taken
over by someone else, Kohler still stood above him in
their affections.

Apes have been found to classify humans just as
they classify themselves. I'ut together at ran-
dom, apes have been observed- to show, in a
short time, bosses and semi-bosses, friendships and
even quite detailed social relations. Their feelings
about human beings can be tested by the latter having
sham fights in view of the apes. If their man is seen
to be getting the worst of it they whine in dismay, and
likewise exult when he appears victorious. Usually
the keeper is for them socially superior to the experi-
menter, and the latter above any stranger that might
be introduced. When Kohler shouted to some people
to go away the apes were vehemently on his side,
though they had taken no notice of the people before.

Two newcomers, Nueva and Koko, had inadvertently
been left out overnight and there was a very cold rain.
Hearing their cries Kohler went to let them into their
sleeping quarters. Before they went in, and in spite
of the rain, they embraced him warmly in gratitude.
It is most evident, then, that an emotional state can
push practical advantage into the background. How a
rigidly mechanical behaviourist psychology would deal
with this situation is uncertain. The ape mind, let
alone the human, is seen to be capable of a richness of
experience not allowed for on narrow behaviourist data.

Pathetic incidents occurred also in the painful and
fatal illness of little Konsul, who had not an enemy in ,
the stockade. Once during a slight temporary re-
covery he was allowed to hobble'as best he could to the
others, who at once manifested great concern. Over-
taxing his now feeble strength he collapsed. Both
liana and Tercera, themselves two of the least intelli-
gent of the animals, attempted most gently to lift him 1
to his feet. Tercera was extremely maternal, and in
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the end Rana was the last to fondle the'dead é’r?gyh;(lj
the little friend who had accepted her when
been generally rejected by the others.

G. H. Taylor

(To be concluded)

The Function of the Clergy

“ The Yankee at the Court of King Arthur ” ha
quite exceptional good fortune to knock up agains ~
Simon Stylites. The Yankee was a cute boy, an g
bad not observed this unpleasant saint standing on
column for more than a couple of minutes before
noticed that the Saint's habit of transferring ~
weight rythmically from one foot to another was <
of the most useful motions in practical mechanics-
Mark Twain describes how the Boss had a syste"!l
cords attached to Simon’s feet and a sewing '
operated by him. People in the days of King A
were prejudiced against the use of under-garmen -
Twain describes how St. Simon was instrument
turning out plain shirts for the men and a more om<
affair for the women, by the million, thus institn '
an excellent habit and making a fine practical use »
the saint, a process less ingenious minds would u
despaired of. n

The story comes into one’s mind at the present <
when many people are raising the old question ("
slightly different implications): What is the use of *
Clergy? The Clergy are exempted in this war n
actual physical combat, and when it is the duty ot
good men and true to come to the aid of the conn
the man who can think of practical schemes is

N

N

by way of becoming a benefactor. And yet, taking )
claims of the clergy at a small fraction of their <
value, they should be indeed a very pleasant help

N

time of trouble.

Take for instance the food supply. The Bishop '
Ely told us about a year ago, at a time of disapP0ll ,
ment with the crops in East Anglia, that it appeillC
that a malignant spirit was interfering with the "1
vests in that area. What was required, it was obvio'l
was the proper religious approach, so that the work 0
the devil, and his regiments, could be combated
brought to nought. Exorcism, in short. Well, t>
exorcising was once a prominent clerical functi
which has regrettably been allowed to fall into dis"*e
The Exorcist was a bug in the Holy Roman Chure j
and enjoyed a special office. His duties are now earn*-'
on by the general priesthood, a regrettable lack of coo
centration which in the present circumstances we
plainly see the evil of. If the idea of the Bishop of E '
is true, or even partially true, the exorcising of
evil spirits that interfere with our food supplies sh°u
bo restored to the body politic as a major religious fuul
tion. We are so continually being told that there n|l
more things in Heaven and Earth than are dreamt o f1l
our philosophy. All right then, give the Bishop of EI'1
and Guise who think with him, his chance. Give hml
Special Department in the Government Offices, roll-TI
desk and carpet complete, and let him get on with 1
Any kind of experiment is worth trying once, and ncgil
tive results can be ns valuable on occasions as posit!l' 1
ones. In the event of failure, man’s energies can I'1
transferred promptly to more remunerative channel®-

And those of our dear Bishops who exercise the"
craft each year in blessing the nets. Cannot someth1™
be done with them? In the North of England p"1
ticularly, but in fishing ports all over the country, the
ceremony of blessing the nets by Church high function-
aries goes on annually, and we presume that result*
accrue from the display. The increase in the herri"?
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Mackerel catch cannot be proved, but then
s, a'e frequently being reminded that man cannot be
j by logic. A passion for figure’'s argues an un-
c.phil type of mind. So another office could be in-
t-ted; The Blessing of the Nets Department, and
Ic clei'ic could have one more opportunity of showing
~ lighting weight.
a‘' n™Lord Halifax should be taken seriously. He is
d}eiloUs rnan. If. there is anything at all in what he
0 b°esfr> then his praying circles should be instituted
j - I huge scale, and another Roll Top Desk brought
be0 requisition at Whitehall; one more carpet should
Rented for. And when they are about it, this
n7a 10n °f the prayer department should be in the
16 a controlled experiment run in a scientific
gaf, O Liat the results would be for all time demon-
I, ,f 1e’ a,)d the sceptical confounded.
but TaluaWei And the major result!
ti'nity J
v uy this is submitting God to scientific experiment,
j* be told. ' Professor Tyndall was a scientific
1'In wbo was willing to learn, and a couple of genera-
I°ns IS° he suggested that, in our hospitals, wards
l'aild be cut from the main building, and all
Jents, if there were any, who were willing to submit
n tate to Prayer, should be kept rigidly to these
n ' 1lhen the results could be observed, put in a
I3 °ok, conned, and conclusions come to. A per-
i(.] y straightforward experiment but, my word, how
L] people did wriggle. “ Are we going to sub-
1 Led to a scientific experiment? Gentlemen, we
"n°t. With all respect, we do object.”
nd yet God himself did not object to scientific ex-
Hj'Unent. Elijah was a Man of God and he saw the
j~UWe of it, being an honest man in that respect at
(;ist.  u e was cj,ief actor in a praying competition
J/th the prophets of Baal. Right well did he stick up
?l Lie Father of Jesus, he put all his money on him,

Whatanoppor-

J. 'serfully. The followers of Baal prayed for fire from time when men are in an argumentative mood.

taiven, and they prayed hard did these Baal-ites.
C'Ling themselves with knives till the blood gushed
nb Upon tlietn. But this didn’t impress Elijah. Ho
Lilked up and down amongst them mocking them and
T'Sgestirig that their God was on holiday. It is from

W object lesson of Elijah, the representative of God,

Ifid Christians have learned the lesson of respect for
Ther men'’s beliefs, so noticeable in them in the pages
T history, a characteristic which has existed unto the
L'esent day. Tn response to the prayers of Elijah,
"lien his turn came God sent down lashings of fire.

bo the Father of Jesus sent down fire from heaven,
‘Td the prophets of Baal couldn’t manage one little
sune. God spoke in answer to Elijah. God took care
'‘bat Elijah was justified and Elijah was so cock-a-hoop
“bout it, so much the more respectful about the wrong
beliefs of other religious people, that he set upon the
I'Lests of Baal, and murdered the lot. “ See that not
fire escape.”

Tes, it is evident that God himself, the real God,
Jbief partner in the Trinity, is quite ready to submit
‘bnself to scientific experiment. It is therefore just a
Piece of characteristic impudence in our clergy to pre-
~nd that a little science in these matters would be og-
lected to by the first person in the Trinity and object so
Wrongly that he would send even more horrible things
'Ton this earth of our to show how annoyed he was.

These arc the times, surely, for trying out these
Terical claims. In the National interest, Lord Hali-
fax should be removed from bis present office and ap-
pointed Chief Liaison Office with God. Quite an.im-
portant job it would be. And even sceptics, in the in-
terests of truth, would have no objection to Lord Hali-
fax having a very nice room, something special in Roll
Pops, and a particularly pretty carpet.

T. H. Eistob

THE FREETHINKER

A minor result,

599

Contentment

Contentment IS a disease which afflicts the majority of
us. We naturally incline to the easy way of life, rest
on our oars and often—drift!

When we are young we think much more of enjoying
ourselves, as we see other youngsters doing, than devot-
ing our time and attention to serious matters, and the
habit which we thus acquire remains with most of us
throughout our lives. But we have to pay for this in
the long run, because it often happens that content-
ment breeds indolence and laziness—if not apathy—
and then the disease is likely to become fatal. The
Romans are said in the end to have suffered from this
affliction—with dire consequences.

The truth is an easy life is not good for any man—
good, that is, in the sense of enabling him to achieve
that which is best in him. As individuals or peoples
we all require an occasional stimulant—something, that
is to say, which compels us, perhaps even against our
will, to be ever watchful and combative, if not actually
engaged in open rebellion and warfare. Warfare here,
needless to say, is meant to imply mental and not
physical combat. To be at variance with some one, and
occasionally to cross swords with him, good humouredly
and understanding”, is helpful to every man. By that
means we can rub off the rough corners of our minds
and sharpen our wits.

For example, the subject for discussion may bo re-
ligion—about which our opponent appears to know so
little, and about which we think we know so much. We
have a real, good verbal tussle with him, but make no
headway—or so we think—because his beliefs are obvi-
ously ingrained in him, and he sticks to them through
thick and thin and in spite of all that we say. Or the
topic may be capitalism or socialism, or one of the
many other “ isms ” ’'that are debated from time to
But
the ultimate effect of the argument, either upon our op-
ponent or ourselves, can very rarely be measured, ex-
actly. Wo may start out to convert someone else to
our way of thinking, only to be converted to his! Many
a one has got to grips with Freethought with the object
of sounding its death-knell and left the contest a wiser
and better man.

That is one of the benefits of study—no matter
whether this takes the form of open and friendly debate,
the reading of books or any other human effort: at the
outset we may have some fixed idea in our heads, and
feel quite sure that all that we have to do is to listen
to what the other man has to say on the subject to
realize the strength of our own position, only to find
that eventually, well, our case isn’t quite so unassail-
able as we thought it was.

Of course, there is no such thing as finality—or even
truth, for what we commonly call “ truth ” is but the
sum-total of our knowledge at the moment and must,
therefore, be open to revision in the light of any new
knowledge that may come our way. For that reason
we cannot, generally speaking, be dogmatic. Ad-
mittedly, we can take our stand upon known facts, and
be quite safe with those for the while. For instance,
we may to-day declare with safety that the earth goes
round the sun, and deny what was once held to be
an unquestionable fact, namely, that the sun goes round
the earth; we can now also say with confidence that
this planet on which we live is but one of very many,
and not entirely on its own in a limited space, as-was
once taught and firmly believed.

But we live in an ever-changing world, a world in
which almost everything and everybody is being sub-
mitted to a laboratory test, as it were. And so long as
men and their moods and motives, as well as every-
thing with which they are concerned, are being thus
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studied in groups and in isolation, measured and an-
alysed with increasing accuracy, just so long must we
exercise caution when trying to come to a conclusion.
And whatever conclusion we come to we must always
he prepared to abandon it if the advance of science
makes this necessary.

Contentment leads to stagnation and decay; whereas
discontentment makes for enlightenment and progress.
But discontentment must be intelligently directed into
channels which have been sounded and charted if any
real and lasting good is to be effected. We have only
to think of some of the foolish things that we ourselves
have done, and to look around and about us and denote
what other people are doing right under our very eyes,
to be convinced of this.

Ever- since the world began there has been a struggle
between the contents and the discontents, between
those who were satisfied with things as they were, and
(hose who were keen upon some reform—Buddha, Con-
fucius, and Christ, as ancients, and Paine and Carlile
and Darwin, Foote and Bradlaugh, as moderns, spring
instantly to one’s mind in this connexion—and when-
ever the reformer has seen the light, as it were, and
given the proper direction to his followers, or rather,
indicated what is likely to be the result if they adopt
a different course of thought and action, humanity has
benefited. Every reform that lias so far been effected
has been the outcome of a clash of ideas, a collision
between the discontents and the contents, and when-
ever and wherever there is dissatisfaction with the
established order of things, there is evidence of a desire

for betterment. Geo. B. Lissenden

Acid Drops

A Preacher's Trade Union is being formed on such lines as to
make it possible for it to be affiliated to the Trade Union Con-
gress. The principal in this attempt is the Rev. Robert Dobie,
and he explains that the idea is “ to show that we have an
identity of interest with workers.” But the only feature we
perceive in common with the “ workers,” is the desire to see
that the “lower” orders of the clergy get a living wage. This
is a quite legitimate desire, although it does not show much
confidence in the text, the Lord will provide.

Hut one weapon wielded by the Trades Unions is the right to
strike. How will that affect the Preacher's Union? Will they
also go on strike? And will the general public be so eager for
“ spiritual ministration,” that it. will be very much angered if
the Preachers do not preach? Somehow we cannot picture the
public seriously disturbed by the fact that a number of Ministers
are on strike. And if the Preachers do not use the right to
strike, the principal weapon of the Trades Union will be lack-

ing.

I he Vatican is seriously concerned about the existence of its
organ the Osservatore Romano. It is believed that it may be
suppressed if it does not commit suicide. So it is exacted that
it will be replaced by a daily paper, edited by Jesuits. Well the
Vatican has had to do with the suppression of large numbers of
bixiks and pamphlets in its time, and it may be well for it to
have a dose of its own medicine.

The Church Times now admits pathetically that the Army
has not been captured by the Church. *‘“F.cclesiastical authority
has entirely failed,” it wails, “ to secure in all camps even that
modicum of opportunity for worship which is pledged by law in
King”s Regulations.” And it adds: —

Nearly everything seems to depend in practice on the
spiritual keenness of the local commanding officer, nr the
capacity of the local chaplain—if any—to persuade him lip
to a sense of his men’s religious obligations. Rome com-
manders arc a source of unfailing spiritual strength. Others
are merely cells for secularism. . . .

and so on. This is extremely good news—ijt is certainly a
splendid thing to learn that after all some commanding officers
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are cells of “ secularism.” And we hope that every Freethmkif
in the Army will take advantage of such chances to prod*l
against the absurdity .of sending unbelievers to religious ser-

vices which they rightly despise.

In Barbarians and Philistines, the author, Mr. 1-v--'
we are pleased to note ,attacks public schools; and in
school religion would not be taught at all except if necessary
Scriptures be taught as literature.” *“Let the righteous™
ture the children if they can in their Sunday schoo s,
adds, “and preach to them there if th'ey will listen. «* 1 g
average public schoolboy believes in nothing at all « « ¢ S,
in schools “ Christianity means nothing.” As Mr. \\orsh") ~
schoolmaster himself it must be presumed that he knows "~
is talking about. But it makes very painful reading f°r ~ »
who believe that our young generation will see a re
Christianity, and who still delude themselves that tin ' ~
will surely go back to the very primitive type of religlob
sense believed in by Paul and Jesus.

The Bible—that is the whole unadulterated Bible seem'- n
having a very rough time these days, I-'aced with the |tlg
nobody ever reads it, desperate efforts are being made to
its “ beauties” before the’average man and woman in the s
of “The Bible as Literature,” or “ The Bible for Business
or similar compilations. The'latest, edited by Arthur r .~
“is a war-time issue of shortened Scriptures which claims to p
the essential, proverbial, and memorable parts of the
ized Version.” It need hardly be said that this “ Shorter Bl
omits dozens of the passages which other people would
“memorable, proverbial, and essential,” and in any case
wonder who wants to read it or buy it? The Bible-lover *nSI®
upon an abridged version; and wild horses would not m
most people these days read a shorter version except
“ literature "—or for fun.

Something ought to be done with the “ Thought for the Day
horror,” the B.B.C. has inflicted on the world of listeners,
has had several new ones lately but they appear to be escal
from some home for the mentally deficient, liven a woman "
tried for a week. Perhaps this was done to prove that if 1l
can be stupid and boring so can women. But for childl"
commonplaces, cheap evangelistic propaganda® and relifPOl™
platitudes nothing like it has ever been put before the world »
a public, in substance, a national institution. It is enough
make one fancy that this 7.">) religious talk is controlled -
Goebbels, who is using the B.B.C. to prove to the world °1
even though the British can fight, the nation is mentally *
crepit. We can stand the nightly bombing, but to have this cni®
centrated idiocy put upon one morning after morning is cnoUS
to break down anyone’s nerve.

It may be asked, Why listen? The answer is supplied by [[M
religious, but; dishonest cunning of the B.B.C. Tf it had t||b
exhibition of religious idiocy at the beginning or end of the day
the directors of religion are quite aware that very few woll 1
listen to it. If it preceded or followed a not generally attract"
item the same result would follow. If before the seven o'd"1"
news those who were up would be busy in other directions. I*1'1
the eight o’clock news in these days is an item that practical!.
all can listen to. But the most important items of the ne™
occur at the beginning, and' to make sure this is not missed a
listeners turn on a few minutes before time. And then they ru*
right into the middle of this religious slush and its semi-moron*
owner. It is the vilest outrage of the war.

The ( o'clock evening service at Westminster Abbey is to I"
discontinued owing to war conditions. This, so soon after d'l
National Day of Prayer is disastrous. Things are going frol"
bad to w-orse. Altars are sandbagged, valuable fittings aft
taken out of the Churches and hidden away, Churches ar
bombed as frequently as any other building, the King 'v'lU
ordered a Day of Prayer just escaped being bombed in his 0"l
dwelling-place, and now it is .announced that a six o’clock sC
vice is abandoned although cinemas are open later witho"l
God'’s protection. It looks as though God is one of the casualti's'
of the war.
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Sugar Plums

bast week’s issue of the Freethinker was produced under very
™V|“ g conditions. There was not time even to correct the proofs
" r’perly, and wg can rely upon the goodwill of all our readers to
"erlook faults that occurred. There has also been, we Itnow®
lays in delivery. All we can say on that head is that the paper
eft the office at the usual time. If those who have not received
""dr copies by the time this issue is in their hands, will let us
a’w, we will do what we can, so far as spare copies go, to
riahe good their loss.

the Freethinker office is intact at the time of writing, but we
JIre still, owing to interruption in the supply of gas, unable to
"% the linotype machine. This has involved getting the compo-

tion done outside, that greatly increases the cost of production,
hut we are not stopping at that. The paper must go on, and we
ate quite sure we can rely upon the help of all our friends when
Pessary. It is a trying time for all of us, so trying that it has
reheved us of some source of anxiety. With the country split up
“to safe and unsafe areas, one might worry over taking the best
I'recautions to avoid injury, but with every place, or nearly so,
@Posed to a bomb we are relieved from wondering and worrying
'Vhich is the best place to be. As a matter of fact some of our
'Vfiting. this week has been done to the accompaniment of the
'honing of enemy aeroplanes and the crashing of enemy bombs

°ny a few doors away.

Mr. A. \V. Millward writes:—

I note that you have recently completed your seventy-
second birthday. Many happy'returns! May you con-
tinue for many years as young in mind and as agile with
your pen as you are to-day. Years do not count so much in
the realm in which you hold sway.

I have read that Sophocles was over 80 when he wrote
(Edifus and there are, of course, many others.

May you pass safely through this troubled time, and still
be able to lend a hand in shaping public opinion when war
ceases and the struggle becomes in a sense, even more
serious. And let us dare to hope that you may preside again
at an International Freethought Congress !
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SPECIAL

We leave the Sugar Plums concerning the Freethinker

as written. But the information therein is not up to
date. When we reached the office on Tuesday morning
we found that a,—Molatov cocktail ” had set the upper
floor of the building on fire. This was extinguished at
the cost of burning out that floor. Unfortunately the
deluge of water pumped on the fire involved a complete
flooding of the rest of the building. Extensive damage
was done to the machine room, the books, pamphlets,
and paper. In the circumstances it was found impos-
sible to issue the paper on the usual day. It was issued
on Thursday, anti wo hope that readers will get their
copies before the week-end. We cannot say at the
moment the financial consequences of what has
occurred, but they will be heavy, we shall bo able to
make a more complete statement next week.
Chapman Cohen

Mr. J. T. Brighton, who has been for some years conducting
very successful Freethought meetings in Durham and North-
umberland, has made his first appearance in a police court, and
we take it that by now the police wish he hadn’'t. Mr. Brighton
was summoned at Blyth Police Court for holding a meeting in
the public highway, and being in a restricted area without a
permit. Owing to the short notice given, and the interruptions
of communications from London authorizing Mr. Brighton to
employ legal representation did not reach Blyth in time, and
Mr. Brighton proceeded to defend himself. From the brief re-
port we have, he appears to have done it well and successfully.
The police were discountenanced and the summons dismissed.

Both the policeman and the Inspector of police appear to be
rather curious persons—the one for reporting the matter, the
other for sanctioning a summons. The meeting was quiet and
orderly, and Mr. Brighton was a frequent visitor to the town.
The policeman told the court that he would not have interfered
had Mr. Brighton been there on business, which is ridiculous,
since that would not cover a man being there if the war re-
strictions prohibited him. And the Police Inspector impressed
upon the Court that Mr. Brighton was lecturing against re-
ligion, which is not yet an offence in this country. That was a
piece of sheer impertinence, emphasized by the fact that in reply
to Mr. Brighton’s questions it was admitted that preachers of
religion were permitted to come and go quite freely. In the end
the case was dismissed, and Mr. Brighton is not likely to be
further interfered with. A more stupid action by the police it is
difficult to conceive. As it is we congratulate Mr. Brighton on
his management of the case, and the Magistrate on his refusal to
permit his court to be made the vehicle for religious intolerance.

\Ye have often pointed out that between German Fascism and
the Roman Catholic system there is little fundamental difference,
allowing, of course, for the unparalleled bestiality of the Nazis.
But there is the same moulding of the child from its infancy to
the purposes of the Church, the same denial—where possible- -
of the right to freedom of speech and thought, the same sup-
pression of all teachings contrary to the doctrines of the Church,
and the same use of lying, forgery and misrepresentation. In
fact there is not one feature of Nazism that is not embodied in
the Roman Church. Nor must it be forgotten that no body of
people were more sustained in the prevention of an Alliance with
Atheistic Russia, which would have prevented the disaster of
providing Spain as a ground to train Getrman airmen, and which
led to Munich and strengthening of Hitlerism. Nor will Free-
thinkers forget the vile lies of the Roman Catholic Church in
F.ngland concerning the International Freethought Congress
and its frantic attempts to get the meetings suppressed. In this
campaign Cardinal Hinsley, and Captain Ramsay (at present in
prison under the Defence Laws) were two of the most promi-
nent personages.

In view of what we have been saying for some time the follow-
ing from the Churfh Timet for September 3, is worth noting :—
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We have been sorrowfully compelled, because we are the
one newspaper in this country not to be accused either of
anti-Catholic prejudice or of being influenced by the astute
Roman propaganda that affects most secular newspapers, to
emphasize the disastrous semi-alliance of the Vatican with
the Totalitarian Towers. Roman Catholic newspapers in
this country have either wisely avoided any reference to our
summary of incontrovertible facts, or have commented on it
with flatulent impertinence. The hopeless failure of the
Vatican as an instrument of international decency is the
most tragic feature of this tragic age. That is a fact which
no man, who is neither purblind nor a conscious liar, can
deny. And we welcome the fact that the distinguished Non-
conformist divine, whose pen-name of llico in the British
Weekly is a thin veil of his identity, is exactly of our
opinion. In his last week’s article, he says, writing of the
Topes blessing of General Franco: “ It suggests once again
that Roman Catholics are disposed to identify the material
and temporal advantages of the Roman Church with the
cause of true religion. Further, the present Tope ap-
parently is at one with the policy of his predecessor in ap-
proving—at least in public (for he is not without a con-
science)—the Italian rape of Abyssinia. . . . My impressiou
is that the sympathies of the present Tope are with our cause
(in a broad sense) ‘democratic’ ; but is he, perhaps the
prisoner of his own ecclesiastical system as well as of Signor
Mussolini ?”

A curious story is told in the Sunderland Echo for September
3. The Rev. T. H. Henderson applied for a caterer’s licence to
supply breakfasts to 30 or 40 members of the congregation of
All Saints Church. The congregation had a breakfast of sausage
and eggs, and paid for it. The Minister of the Church said
that if they did not give the breakfasts the Church would not
get the congregation. The licence was refused. Now in the
days of Jesus Christ no difficulty would have appeared. For
Jesus fed a multitude of men and women with bread and fish (we
presume he would have found it quite as easy to supply sausages
and eggs) and at the end of the feast there was far more food
left over than there was at the commencement of the feast. Now
if this could be done for All Saints Church the breakfasts to the
congregation could be given free, and the increased quantity of
food could be given to outsiders. What a chance for Lord
Woolton, our Food Controller to settle the problem of feeding

the people during the war?

The Problem of Style

To many readers it may seem the most utter waste of
time and energy to discuss the problem of literary
style in days so fraught with peril as the present. Yet
the fact remains that only tilings of the mind serve to
distinguish civilization from barbarism, and, in such
leisure as the war effort leaves to us, we can assist in
keeping the flag of civilization flying by devoting our
thoughts to those matters of permanent interest in
which we should have found mental stimulus in peace-
time. Besides, readers of the Freethinker must he in-
terested in the every day problem of literary style, for
have they not, in Chapman Cohen, an editor whose
own style—forthright, blunt, and honest—is a perfect
reflection of his personality? And have not all Eng-
lishmen in these days discovered, in the fighting
speeches of Mr. Churchill, the supreme advantage of
having a Prime Minister who is a master of the written
and the spoken word?

But what | think needs emphasis in this matter of
style is that a real master of written English is not the
person who, by involved, meticulously-written sent-
ences somehow contrives to express his meaning with
accuracy. The master of English is not the man whose
writing at once “ hits you in the eye ” and makes you
want to say to yourself :“ This man can write! ” The
true master of style is the man whose work is done un-
obtrusively, whose hooks you read, following the story,
essay, or whatever it is, without once thinking that the
style is brilliant, and only realizing at the end of the

THE FREETHINKER

September 22, 194°

work, when you have put it down, how ree> y
whole matter has been expressed, and how ht ¢
writer has intruded himself between his story °r
argument and his reader. Mr. Somerset Maugham,
instance, is probably the finest stylist writing 0 ~
yet there are few readers who could lay their fingers
one little trick which distinguishes a Sonic' »
Maugham short story from one by anyone of a (10,L
his contemporaries. = Or—to take another exam? °
Mr. Thomas Burke’s little masterpiece, Mur & ~
Elstree, is a triumph of style. (It is now avail» m
am glad to see, in a sixpenny edition). That boo' ~
written in quite a subdued fashion, and perhaps ilS®
result, it has never achieved anything like the P°l
larity of one of Mr. Burke’s earlier works, Limchofl
Nights. Yet the later book is, by every POSL
literary criterion, a far superior work of art.
Another stylist master is Mr. Arthur Machen,
has never received the praise that is his due. * Cw
be known to many readers as the author of the s
story which originally gave rise to the legend 0
Angels of Mons,” which was so attractive to °
clerical friends in the course of the last war. ,
Machen is a High Churchman. 1sliould odd; but I
that even he must have derived considerable allll .
ment from the way in which his little story was un»1
mously, or all but unanimously, adopted by the
as aslice of life. Actually, the books which best repl
sent Mr. Machen’s style are Far-Off Things and
Near and Far—volumes of rambling reminiscence sn
as most writers would like to produce, hut all too te
succeed in bringing to a satisfactory conclusion.

Or, pursuing this problem of style a little fai'tBem
consider Mr. Oliver Onions. In Accordance witn
Evidence is a book which has never received its 1
meed of praise. Brilliantly written, hut again
style which does not obtrude, it may he regarded as 1
predecessor of tbs works of “ Francis Tics,” and ot 1
criminological novelists of recent years. n

Why, however, are not these brilliant stylists a'
nowledged by the public? Why are their peculiar th\®
cellences so frequently hidden? The answer is
easy to give, for every sensitive person can see the 'v' -
in which they have evolved their style into an instB
ment welded to do their will. It must surely be
cause so few truly sensitive artists are suftioien ™
acquainted with (he subtle arts of the propagandist a"
the publicity-lInmter. Marie Corelli sold in her him
dreds of thousands; so did Hall Caine; so do cert»1
writers of the present day who must he nameless hml’
the libel laws being what they are. The reason
such purveyors of literary trash succeed, while many '
brilliant writer fails, lies in the different use of P" 1
lieity. A writer who never compromises, who calls 1
sjaide a spade, no matter though he offend sections 1
religious or moral opinion, will not achieve great com
mercial success though he write never so brilliant'.V
Another writer who panders fo the low taste of the 1*
ligious public will he acknowledged as a master, an
even occasional critics writing in advanced journa
will praise them, not seeing the neat way in which HT
over-praised have tied lhe hands of religious critics an
so secured a wrong position in the world of letters.

But once again it should he stated emphatically that
the problem of literary style is not merely a problem
the expression of personality through the printed wo>'c’
The late A. R. Orage once told me that in his opinin'l
there was a correct word for every literary situation’
jusl as there was a correct formula for every mathe-
matical situation. When those correct words M1
chosen and placed in their correct order, we secure ;
perfect piece of prose. That may seem a counsel &
perfection, but it is not difficult to see that it is an idea
at which all may aim. Few, of course, will succeed
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Hting that narrow target, hut all will he the better ioi
"ying. K, 1 Stevenson, in one of his essays, has des-
ei*bed how lie played the “ sedulous ape, attempting
to »nitate the styles of the masters. Yet one does not
"rite like Carlyle or Ruskin by trying to.imitate him.
l1lfact, R.L.S. did not, when he came to maturity,
" lite like any of the people he tried to imitate. Rathei
'i'd lie evolve a singularly perfect style of his own.

Hut let us not he misled. The perfect style is the
style which most clearly and simply expresses the
author's meaning. Only by being careful to expres
°uUe s meaning exactly can one arrive at a typical style
(F one’'s own. Many people never reach that point,
i ew are both simple and unmistakeable. And of those
fewer still will achieve the commercial success which,
M a World better ordered than that in which we live,
;(r)tulil be the reward of supreme mastery of a difficult

S.H.

Books Worth While

Chaos in Asia, by Hallett Abend (The Eodley
Head, 10s. 6d.)

jW!LTIZIlV\/al raS'ng at our very doors we are inclined to
j] »et that, except for the Great War, the greatest con-

Il 1the world has known in the twentieth century, is
,'nv being waged in Asia, and that the future history of
(j( "orld may be even more influenced by the issue of

“d struggle, than by events now happening in
Europe.

ClIr»ny books have been written on the subject of the

=Uese-Japanese conflagration, mostly dealing with
“ctuai hostilities, and frequently written by repre-
sentatives of American and European papers who have
'my little knowledge of the East.

Ibis is a book of quite a different character. Mr.
I 'end is the American correspondent of the New York

"ne$, and the author of Tortured China. He writes
'dli over 13 years' first-hand knowledge of Eastern

Ju. He tells us little about the actual fighting, but
Ili is one of the most revealing and interesting books
I] the causes political, economic, and racial, which
Uive led up to the present struggle.

Hr. Abend has tried to be, and to a great extent, has
~'uceeded in being, impartial, for although his sym-
buthies lie very much with the Chinse, he does, at the

time, state the Japanese arguments fairly. 1lle
" 105 that the deliberate forcing of opium on the
hinese people, the appalling increase in prostitution,
'he tyranny and tortures, are not so much the fault of
'be Government in Japan, but due to the fact that the
‘tony completely overrides civil authority; and that the
‘hipanese who are, in their own country, naturally a
Polite and kindly people, when put into uniform and
hauled in China, become entirely changed.
Air. Abend says “ China continues to battle grimly
-obviously in self-defence. Japan fights on with
~ilial grimness for aims not yet definitely disclosed, but
Hated in such vague terms as ‘ The establishment of a
I>ew order in East Asia.” The new order has already
arrived. Tt is poverty, desolation, hatred and chaos.”

There is hardly a phase of political and financial con-
"derations in connexion with this war that Mr. Abend
blisses. In his summing up he says that. “ no matter
"ho wins, the day when European and American
Powers can exploit China for territorial rights are
'hushed. Tf Japan wins, these relies of the days of
China’s tutelege will be quickly abolished, and if China
"ins, her leaders and her people flushed with victory,
"ill demand complete and unimpaired sovereignty on
their own soil.”
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Miss Phyllis Bottome, author of Mortal Storm,
Private Worlds, etc., has written a most revealing book
on the life of Alfred Adler. Anything she wrote would
be worth reading, but the compiling of this work must
have been a labour of love. For years both Miss
Bottome and her husband, Captain Forber Dennis, have
made a study of psychology, and were both great
personal friends of Adler’'s, as well as being devoted
followers. Miss Bottome says: “Adler was a master
of paradox, a philosopher amongst psychiatrists and a
psychiatrist among philosophers.” She deals with the
essential difference between the Freudian view of
psycho-analysis and that of Adler, and tells of the
break between the two, and the unhappiness caused
by it to Adler who was a man of extremely sensitive
nature.

Explaining Adler’s’ views of his philosophy she says:
“ Adler believed in every individual’s right to create
life. He viewed with deep apprehension any attempt
to standardize or force the mind of human beings into a
mould or to take away from them their personal re-
sponsibility for every act.” She also stresses the
epoch-making importance of Alder’s work in relation to
child psychology.

Doctor Frank Plewa, one of Adler’s band of psycholo-
gists, explained why Adler lacked a great deal of the
professional support he should have had. He said:
“ One of the greatest difficulties to the spread of indi-
vidual psychology is still that doctors are prevented
from having an exclusive use of it. They do not want
to share their knowledge of it with the laity. Freu-
dians escape this problem, for their heavy and pro-
longed training is far too complicated a business for
the laity to follow; but Individual Psychology, though
far harder in practice, is superficially much easier for
the man in the street to understand, and Adler imposed
no intellectual tests upon his students. He felt that
medical men wanted to turn themselves into a priest-
hood over his psychology. They tried to keep the
knowledge of psychology to themselves instead of im-
parting it to their patients, and they also wanted to
run away with Adler’s ideas and turn them out with
their own imprint upon them.”

Miss Bottome paints a wonderful personal life of the
great Austrian and running right through his teachings
is a delightful sense of humour and a simplicity of char-
acter that must have made him a very lovable and
loved man. It is interesting, for example, to know
that he was a keen picture fan, and that he considered
the Marx Brothers and Charlie Chaplin to be geniuses
of the first water: nothing ever entertained him so
much as people behaving in an unexpected manner.

F. A. Hornibrook

Things Worth Knowing

Orpheus and Christ.

In the latter half ol the first century before Christ, Judea
/as surrounded by Dionysiac religion. Phoenician coins
of Sidon, Bcrytus and Orthosia show a divine figure like
the Phoenician god Esniun represented as Dionysus.
The Nabateans, whose dominions stretched from Arabia
to Damascus, worshipped a god named Dusares, who
for many reasons which 1cannot explain now seems to
have been the Orphic Dionysus. In the age of Jesus,
Asia Minor was filled with Orphic brotherhoods na/ned
speirai. Tarsus was very well acquainted with Orphic
myths and creeds, and worshipped Sandan, a dying and
resurrected god who bore some resemblance to the
Orphic Dionysus. On the whole, Judea was, as | have
said, surrounded in the last century before Christ by a
Dionysiac and Orphic girdle. . . .
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The whole problem of the relation between Orphism
and Paulism is surprisingly simple, notwithstanding
its theological and confessional ramifications; it consists
chiefly in a comparison between the Orphic Zagreus and
the Pauline Christ. The points in the myth which must
be taken into consideration here are the following : (1)
Zagreus is the son of Zeus, (2) The Titans Kill him,
(3) Zeus calls him back to life, (4) He takes him into
heaven, (5) He gives him the kingdom. No one would
deny that these points agree perfectly with the Pauline
Christ, the Son of God, who was Kkilled, resurrected,
ascended to heaven, and received the kingdom. The
only point of difference is that Zagreus was torn to
pieces and Christ was crucified.

Surprisingly enough, the Christians of the first
century were perfectly aware of the existence of striking
similarities between Zagreus and Christ, without, of
course, being able to explain them in a scientific way.
For Justin Martyr it seemed convenient not to pass over
in silence a fact which might deeply affect the faith of
Christians,' and he therefore explained the points of
connexion between Zagreus and Christ by supposing
that, the commentators of ancient poets, having known
through prophets the future advent of the Saviour, in-
vented the myth of Zagreus in order to make people
consider the Saviour hijnself a mythical person. And
struck by the fact that a well-known prophecy of
Genesis, referred by Christians to the Saviour contains
some elements which undoubtedly might be connected
with Dionysus, he explains this agreement (by saying)
that demons had invented the passion of Dionysus
according to this prophecy in order to bring Christians
to doubt the Saviour. And he adds that the demons
did not dare to take over the one thing different in the
story of Christ and the myth of Dionysus, that is, the
crucifixion.  In other words, Justin Martyr gives
evidence that the Christians of the first century were
perfectly aware of a fact which modern scholars are
accustomed to deny ; 1 mean the agreement between the
myth of Dionysus and the story Christ.

Now let us try to approach the mystical side of the
problem. The Orphic communion with God includes the
following elements. (1) The human souls suffers from
the sin inherited from the Titans, which dwells in the
body. (2) It delivers itself from the original sin by get-
ting rid of the bodily prison and attaining divine life.
{') This new birth is achieved by means of communion
with Dionysus, that is, by dying with him and coming
back to life with him. This process is considered a real
happening. The communion with Zagreus becomes a
real event in human life; mystic death and resurrection
are considered as real as actual death. At the bottom
of the whole process lies the belief that the death and
resurrection of Dionysus were historical facts; to speak
properly, that Dionysus himself was an historical per-
son. This is a point of primary importance for anyone
who wishes to understand the origin of the Orphic com-
munion. And there is no 'reason for doubting that the
Greeks ever considered Dionysus’ death as a myth. At
Delphi the tomb was shown where his body was buried.
From a mythological point of view the believers in
Dionysus can be aptly compared with Christian believers
who consider the death of Christ to be an historical
event. .

Taking for granted that the history of Zagreus' death
was for the Orphic as certain as Jesus death for
Christians, we must see the similarity between the
Orphic and the Christian communion. Both dssumed
that man suffered from original inherited sin; both
asserted that the original sin can be blotted out by dying
and being resurrected in communion with a divine being
who dies and comes to life again. In both cases an
historical event, which in the opinion of believers really
happened, becomes a spiritual event for every man at all
times. . . According to St. Paul, deliverance from the
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<uri'* lif« -r — of X
born i f by means of death. The Orpine is

Christian "h d cornrnun’on with Zagreus; The

with Christ ° ,CVer ,1S b° rn a”ain through communion
the Titanic to thl ij!"OU*h the mystery, men turn from

men turn from the 1?'°nyslac nature; through baptism
P lysical to the spiritual. not the

The Titanic inheritance is, like the Adamic sin
consequence of an individual fault, but a perm
weakness in the body, connected with the very nature
man. For Orphism, as for Paulinism, the aim of t!";
spiritual experience is to deliver souls from the burden
of the flesh and bring them into contact with God.

From Orpheus to Paul (194*0
by Victor Macciiioro, pp. 187-194-

A New Philosophy of Lif®

First of all let us get away from the unconscious =I
of building a philosophy ns if it must be a metaphys'I®
derivative from some ancient theology. It is hoped 111
we can all become free from the morbid need for son”
super-human or super-natural affiliation, which m »
ways used as if to ease some inferiority feelings- ~ 1/
so much accomplished, the following statement w
carry the implication that it is an imperfect attempt
build a philosophy as a synthesis of the sciences. ~
cause of the space limitations imposed by the editor,
present statement can be only suggestive, and nuts*
expressed only in very general and abstract terms. *u
nature of this philosophy requires that we build it~
the relatively simple and commonplace toward
highly complex and all-inclusive. Having cleared I-1
path, let us now travel in the direction indicated.

First of all, every such philosophy of life must he
harmony with all the best scientific information at »
command. Being thus based upon nature’s habits,
dominated by a desire to conform only to them, suC *
philosophy ignores the supernatural and all its salH
tions, gods, and goblins.

“ But, that is not new !"”” No? Well, wait a min” 1
The novelty may begin when wc treat, as a part
natural sciencfe, our very modern and still very impellc
knowledge of human nature. In so far as that
scientific it has disclosed something of constancy >n ,
mental processes of the human animal; and in the d
cumstanccs which seem largely to control the hun''1
behaviour, in body, emotions and intellect. Here sciernC
has no meaning if there is “ freedom of the will” ; t*]
is : if there are uncaused mental states which can P+°
duce otherwise uncaused human-action. According)'
when we have reached this stage of evolution, then <]
psychologic limitations and imperatives demand th »~
the new philosophy must be built upon the unpro'c
assumption of a complete and rigid psychologic dcH1
minism. “ That, too, has been said before.” Yes, 'Ad
has anyone built a philosophy of life by carrying nt
presupposition to the whole of its logical conclusion»-
Anyhow, | have not found such.

The first important consequence of this attitude is _*u
abolishing of all moral valuations, judgments and dutn»-
and treating them as mere neurotic symptoms. 11
kind of sanction offered for our moral values is whol’)
immaterial. In the ordinary relations of living, Q11
moral judgments are practically always emotional’)
toned, and for the most part unconsciously conditioner «
All these will be replaced by a phycho-cvolutionaD
classification. The most important new factor in t'11
kind of judgment is the classification of people accox
ing to their relative healthy-mindedness, and according
to the relative maturity of their impulses, and of 14*
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.e cc’llal methods by which the impulses make tlicm-
e ves effective in action and thought.
s appliej to “crime” or the more invasive of anti-
c°nduct, this means the elimination of both the
Ajut angj I[lj £act qE punishment. There will be no
"nteor punitive sentence passed on any convict. In-
aa ~ere will be an investigation as to all possible
(njsonal causes for the anti-social attitude and conduct,
an effort will be made to remove those causes. For
(bn.S'ment we attempt to substitute hospital treatment

iig- ' mental an(l physical) and education. We never
( ' wnat shall we do to the convict, but wliat can we

hink ~ ’m* “~an we “ee<*h*m>cure 1201» ancl educate
the S 3S t0 eliminate the anti-social trend? If not,
s e will be up for life, but under intelligent and
Napathetic custodians. If we can restore or build him
as' r?'social Imman being, we will do so as quickly
liSPeasible, and then give freedom. There is no rela-
nsup between the gravity of the offense and the
Pe™  of detention.
0L "he same reason we will abolish all current con-
r( J10ns of education, and the present mental hygiene
as vet- Instead we will introduce a real mental hygiene
Part of the process of getting rid of all schemes of
Th alStt (tEat is, neurotic) character-development,
(@ new education will be a discipline for the maturing
"he impulses .and the intellectual methods of the
ty's'" ~h*s maturing discipline also becomes a substi-
1( 'or all of that window-dressing-culturine, which
' passes for education.
» 'Weé no longer think of “ pleasure ” in the usual way.
chief aim of life is not a larger quantity of infantile
. *sure, nor an intensification of neurotic joys. On the
(Rntrary we think of pleasure as expressing varying
Rices of maturity. When one proposes some line of
(luct as a means to greater joys, we look behind the
*c's Proposed, to discover what state of mind is necesr
to make them appear pleasurable. Is it infantile,
( 's, the mere pursuit of sensation, feeling and fan-
JIsy as ends in themselves? Or is it childish, which is
"hantilism with exhibitionism added? Or is it adoles*
1 that is, sex for its own sake? Or is it one of
everal more mature stages, which make the proposed
Pursuit pleasurable? When dominated by this new
P’llosophy, we always derive the most desired satis*
" "jon from those experiences which gratify the matur*
'S parts of our nature; or those which contribute
Irfst to the further maturing of our impulses and our
"Tellectual methods.
Now let us become a little more specific. The matur*
s’ Persons make all other pursuits of pleasure incidental
I],( secondary to the pleasures derived from further ac-
‘'deration of the maturing process. Then those plea-
ses ate most sought after, which can come to us only
trough quite mature impulses, and by the use of very
‘Mature intellectual methods. These pleasures are
Preferred, because they always carry with them
a maximum of comfort in our most thorough
Adaptation to the greatest number of nature’s processes,
" his always implies a minimum of hurt, from the failure
"> make a perfect adaptation to “ natural law,” so-
called. Again : Those experiences which accelerate
"W further maturing are eagerly sought, because by
'hat token they improve our future adaptations, and
"hereforc add to the more improved quality of the
'attire pleasures.
by such reasoning | was induced to take a long his-
"°ric retrospect, with the quest of an evolutionary psy-
chologist. It has already been said that the end of
°very sane and scientific philosophy of life should be a
Plate complete adjustment to nature’s habits, including
"hose of the human animals. But these animals are
nnv coming to be seen as being in the process of a
never-ending psycho-evolutionary change. Therefore
We must also adjust to that psychologic evolution, if we
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would avoid the more serious internal personal con-
flicts, and the resulting social revolutions, racial con-

flicts and international wars. Moralistic and pacifistic
preaching will always remain futile.

The limitation of our thinking faculties are such that
we cannot conceive of limits, either in time or space,
from beyond which there is no common factor of exist-
ence with our own; or from beyond which no influence
can affect us. With our growing awareness of what is
going on in this world, our consciousness of human
relations and interdependence can no longer be limited
to our family, our club, our church, our town, county,
state or national affiliations. The controls of our atti-
tudes and conduct come through the depths of our im-
pulsive nature. It includes far more of “ uncon-
scious ” determinants than of present conscious ones.
But most people will not yet act as if that were true,
because this would require a modification of their in-
fantile habits, and we have been educated to glorify
them, instead of desiring to outgrow them. Although
we may not yet have come to understand any pre-
viously unconscious drives within us, nevertheless, if we
are intelligent at all, we must believe that some such
unknown influences exist. = Then we will try to get
acquainted with their effect, the laws of their procedure,
and the means for their modification, when that is de-
sirable. So then the unknown controls for our think-
ing and conduct become an endless quest in the border-
land between our gr'eater ignorance and the unknowable
absolute.

When we have progressed so far, we will have out-
grown the old blindness of that infantile and pathologic
sentimentalism which expresses itself in the “ brother-
hood of man,” and the superstitious mandate to love
our sadistic neighbour as ourselves. Instead we see a
unity among' all humans, which is based upon a know-
ledge of our common psychological processes and
interdependence.

Our psycho-evolutionary rating is not made accord-
ing to what people profess, believe, or do. On the
contrary, we are more concerned with the psychologic
how and why of their professions, beliefs and conduct.
We know full well that a phonograph, a parrot, a high-
grade idiot, a moron, a psycho-neurotic, a lunatic,
and a very sane scientist who is psychologically most
mature, can all affirm their belief in the same words of
some creedal statement. We are also very sure that
the inner cause for such affirmation and its inner mean-
ing and value, differ according to each different origin
for the pronouncement. Therefore we do not judge
politicians, preachers or any one else by their word
alone, or even by their acts. On the contrary, we study
the whole of the impulsive nature and mental content
behind their words and deeds, and make a psycho-evo-
lutionary classification of the man according to such a
rating of his personality taken as a whole.

Because of the relative unimportance that we now
attach to doctrinal professions, and because of the
dynamic aspect of our psychological theories, 1 con-
ceive it to be a silly performance when people try to
produce a permanent peace among nations, economic
classes, different races, etc., solely by means of peda-
gogic indoctrination. The importance given to such
pedagogic theories is psychologically identified with the
mystic’s belief in the relative omnipotence of thought,
and his delusional slogan that “ thoughts are things.”
A historic retrospect confirms my contrary psychologic
theory, which, however, is not derived from history,
but from studies in psychology.

When we are dominated by such a concept of univer-
sal determinism, and interdependence, as has been sug-
gested then we can no longer think of any social group
as being merely the numerical total of so many inde-
pendent persons. Even those wjto arc within the same
racial, social, economic or political group cannot be
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thought of as being united only by the common factors
of their like materialistic surroundings. Now, human
beings are thought of as having also a certain psycho-
logic element of unification. First of all this is based
upon a common psycho-biologic inheritance and evolu-
tion. From this come our many unavoidably similar
emotional responses, to the expression of emotions by
other beings. This element of suggestibility exists in
all of us to some degree. In very many persons it
acquires morbid intensities and other unusual character-
istics. It is upon this mental pathology that all
neurotic leaders of our moron civilisation depend, for
the relief of their inferiority feeling. Because they
cannot give up their infantile lust for power, all their
social remedies remain futile.  Through our common
sensitiveness to suggestion, as well as to its common
dependence upon the same bio-chemical, radio-active
and evolutionary laws, and the same natural sources of
sustenance, it comes that in some degree of directness
and remoteness we are all psychologically inter-
dependent.

Theodore Schroeder

(To hr concluded)

Correspondence

SWINBURNE'S “POSSESSION ”

To the Editor of the “

Sir,—Did Mimnermus, in his* recent article, forget Swin-
burne’s affaire with the much-married beauty lIda Isaacs Men-
kin? The poet described the female Mazeppe as, my *“present
possessor,” and deplored her untimely death in these words: “ It
was a great shock to me, and a real grief. | was in for some
days. She was very lovable.”

I have a photograph which represents the pair with hands
clasped, Menkinj is seated and regarding Swinburne, who
stands before her, with apparent adoration. Swinburne named
his “ possessor,” The Delight of the World,” a skit on Hal-
man Hunt's metricious picture “ The Eight of the World.”
The late Mr. Watts-Dunton often told me that Swinburne’s
Affaires were, perforce, Platonic.

”

Freethinker

Edgar Svfrs
[This letter should have appeared earlier.—Ei>.]

Obituary

Mit. Coi.in McCot.i.

E rekthought in Manchester is the poorer by the death of Mr.
Colin McColl on September 8. Mr. McColl has been in ill-
health for some time, and when last in Manchester (at the Annual
Conference), we paid him a hurried visit, and found him very
ill but as cheery as one could wish. We fancy he had little
hope of recovery, but he faced the inevitable as one would ex-
pect a genuine Freethinker to do. For many years he was a
hard worker—as was also his wife—in connexion with the Man-
chester Branch, one of those steadfast individuals to whom Free-
thought owes so much, and certainly much more than is gen-
erally recognized. He leaves a wife and children, and they will
have as one of their prized possessions the memory of a man
who ranked Freethought as the greatest thing for which one
may fight. Many will have benefited from his life, to whom his
name will mean nothing. The world is the better for his having
lived.—C.C.

Mrs. J.
n

It is with deep regret that we have to announce the death ot
Mrs. J. E. Somerville, a staunch and worthy Freethinker and
member of the N.S.S. for many years. Quiet and sympathetic
by nature, the misfortunes of others always received a kind con-
sideration, whilst her own were minimised and lightly held.
Many will remember her as the very efficient accompanist at the
Socials held under the auspices of the N.S.S, Executive. Our
sincere sympathy goes out to her husband and family. FortU-

E. Somerville
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nately Mr. Clayton was able to read a Secu}ar ggaw;\cg\ a})lgkg
Carlton Crematorium, Blackpool, where the last rites

on Thursday, September 12.—K.H.R.

Robert Harding

The remains of Robggt, Harding were cremated at Golder&,g,ea}
Crematorium on Monday, September 1(l Returning deep
shelter after an air raid he went to bed and died in
He was in his 80th-year. A man of strong character and intel-
lect he was the friend of all humanitarian causes and enthusi-
astic in their service. Contributions from his pen occasionally
appeare in the Freethinker, and he was a constant reader of the
paper up till the tiriie of his death. At the crematorium, before
assembly of members and friends of the family, Secular ad-
dresses were given by Mr. Manson, Mr. Fletcher, and the Gen-
eral Secretary of the N.S.S._ R.H.R.

SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ®td

. . . joni,
Lecture notices must reach 6i Farringdon Street, f_onl

E.C.4, by the first post on Tuesday, or they u>M nCt
inserted.
LONDON

OUTDOOR p.

North London Branch N.S.S. (White Stone B°n#’
sted) : 11.30, Sunday, Mr. E. Ebury. Parliament Hill
3.30, Sunday, Mr. E. Ebury. ThurS
West London Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park) : 73* ;gy,
day, Mr. E. C. Saphin and supporting speakers.
3.0, until dusk, various speakers.

COUNTRY
OUTDOOR
Blyth (The Market) : 7.0, Monday, Mr. J. T. Brighton- ~

Chester.le-Strejet (Bridge End): 7.0, Friday, Mr. r
Brighton.

Coi.ne: 7.30, Wednesday, Mr. J. Clayton. \

Edinburgh Branch N.S.S. (Mound) : 7-0, Mrs-
Whitefleld.

F ouikidge : 7.30, Friday, Mr. J. Clayton.

Hasiiingdkn : 7.0, Sunday, Mr. J. Clayton.

Newecastle (Bigg Market): 7.0, Sunday, Mr. J. T. Bnb
North Shields (Harbour View): 7.0, Wednesday, Mr- J
Brighton.

Freethinkers and the Force»

H.M. Forces s't
regard to relig™ A

Freethinkers liable for services in
clearly understand their rights with
They should insist upon thejr OWN Statement
Atheist, Agnostic, Rationalist, or non-religious u”
accepted, without modification, and duly recorded on

official papers.

If the person recordin -usually an N.C.O. is not _ |
of the recruit's rights and refuses to accept the reerftltl
own statement, he should insist upon the matter be \
referred to the officer in charge. If the recruit's e o
right is not then admitted, information should be sent
the General Secretary N.S.S. without delay. In all caé\rh
hitherto reported by the Society to the Army, Navy
Air Force authorities a satisfactory reply has been
ceived. .

Finally, a man serving in any of the Forces has p’\
right at any time to have the description of himself 'v/
regard to religion altered should any change of op'll'l
on his part have taken place.

* * J

| MORTGAGES available at 4./%, also and Mortgage* j
I on Residences, Shops, Businesses, Farms, Hotels« .
J Cinemas, Garages, and Building Finance. Any d's' (
t trict or town. Enquiries without obligation.—SELECTIO’ ]
i 6 High Street, Kingsland, London. E.8 '

I t
A
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BOOKS WORTH READING

Some Pioneer

Press

Publications

BOOKS BY CHAPMAN COHEN

A GRAMMAR OF FREETHOUGHT. A Statement
the Case for Freethonght, including a Criticism of

Fundamental Religious Doctrines. Cloth Bound, 3s. 6d.,
Postage z'/d.

BRADLAUGH AND
postage 3d.

DETERMINISM OR FREE-WILL? An Exposition
°/ the Subject in the Light of the Doctrines of Evolu-
tion. Second Edition. Half-Cloth, 2s. 6d., postage 2jld.
ASSAYS IN FREEXHINKING. First, Second, Third,
Fourth and Fifth Series. Five Vols., post free 12s. 6d.,
each volume 2s. 6d., postage 2j/d.

FOUNDATIONS OF RELIGION. A Lecture delivered
at Manchester College, Oxford, with Appendix of Illus-
trative Material. Paper, 9d., postage id.

FOUR LECTURES ON FREETHOUGHT AND

INGERSOLL. Cloth, as. 6d.,

LIFE. Price, is., postage i'/2d.

CHRISTIANITY, SLAVERY AND LABOUR. Fourth
Edition. Cloth, 2S. 6d., postage 3d.; paper, is. 6d.,
postage 2d.

GOD AND THE UNIVERSE. With a Reply by Prof.
A. S. Eddington. Cloth, 3s., postage 3d.; paper, 2s.,
postage 2d.

LETTERS TO THE LORD. Cloth, 2S., postage 2d.;
Paper, is., postage 2d.

LETTERS TO A COUNTRY VICAR. Containing
eight letters in reply to questions from a South Country
Vicar. Cloth, 2s., postage 2d.; paper, is., postage i;4d.

G. W. FOOTE

BIBLE ROMANCES. 2s. 6d., postage 3d.

SHAKESPEARE & OTHER LITERARY ESSAYS.
Cloth, 3s. 6d., postage 3d.

THE BIBLE HANDBOOK. For Freethinkers and
Inquiring Christians. (With W. P. Ball). Seventh Edi-
tion 2s. 6d., postage 2)4d.

THE JEWISH LIFE OF CHRIST. Translated from
the Hebrew. Preface by G. W. Foote. 6d., postage 24.

THE PHILOSOPHY OF SECULARISM. 2d,
postage ‘'/d.

WILL CHRIST SAVE US? 2d., postage Jid.

G. W. FOOTE and A D. McLAREN

INFIDEL DEATH-BEDS. Cloth, 2s., postage 3d.

Col. R G. INGERSOLL

ABOUT THE HOLY BIBLE. 3d., postage id.

MISTAKES OF MOSES. 2d. postage YA.

ORATION ON THOMAS PAINE. 2d. postage YA.

ROME OR REASON ? A Reply to Cardinal Manning.
3d., postage id.

THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION.

THE HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH,

2d., postage ‘/A.
id., postage /A

THE TRUTH ABOUT THE CHURCH. id,,
postage YA-
WHAT IS RELIGION ? Contains Col. Ingersoll’s

Confession of Faith, id., postage YA.
WHAT IS IT WORTH. A Study of the Bible,

postage }4d.

id.,

Dp. ARTHUR LYNCH

BRAIN AND MIND. 6d., postage id.

Write for Catalogue, to the Manager,
London, E.C.4

Street,

MATERIALISM RE-STATED. Contains chapters on :
A Question of Prejudice—Some Critics of Materialism—
Materialism in History—What is Materialism ?—Science
and Pseudo-Science—The March of Materialism—On
Cause and Effect—The Problem of Personality. Cloth,
3s. 6d., postage 2jid.

OPINIONS : RANDOM REFLECTIONS AND WAY-
SIDE SAYINGS. With Portrait of Author. Calf, 5s.;
Cloth Gilt, 3s. 6d., postage 3d.

PAGAN SURVIVALS IN MODERN THOUGHT.
Cloth, 2S. 6d., postage 3d.; paper, is 6d., postage 2d.

RELIGION AND SEX.
Religious Development.

SELECTED HERESIES.
postage 3d.

THE OTHER SIDE OF DEATH. A Critical Examin-
ation of the Belief in a Future Life, with a Study of
Spiritualism from the Standpoint of the New Psy-
chology. Cloth Bound, 2s. 6d., postage 2)4d.; paper,
is. 6d., postage 2d.

THEISM OR ATHEISM? The Great Alternative.
An Exhaustive Examination of the Evidences on Behalf
of Theism, with a Statement of the Case for Atheism.
Bound in full Cloth, Gilt Lettered, 3s. 6d., postage 2jid.

WOMAN AND CHRISTIANITY. The story of the
Exploitation of a Sex. is., postage id.

Studies in the Pathology of
6s., postage 6d.

Cloth Gilt, 3s. 6d.,

W. MANN

MODERN MATERIALISM. A Candid Examination.
Taper, is. 6d., postage i7/d.

SCIENCE AND THE SOUL. With a Chapter on
Infidel Death-Beds. 3d., postage id.

THE RELIGION OF FAMOUS MEN.
postage YA- ,

id.,

THOMAS PAINE

1IlE AGE OF REASON. Complete edition, 202 pp,
with a 44-p. introduction by Chapman Cohen. Price 6IL,
postage 2YA- Or strongly bound in cloth with portrait,
is. 6d., postage 3d.

JOHN M. ROBERTSON

THOMAS PAINE. An Investigation of Sir Leslie
Stephen’s criticism of Paine’s influence on religious
and political reform. An indispensable werk for all
who are interested in Paine and his influence. 6d.,
postage id.

BAYARD SIMMONS
FANFARE FOR FREETHOUGHT. A Collection of
Verse, wise and witty, filling a gap in Freethought

propagandist literature. Specially and tastefully printed
and bound, is., postage 2d.

F. A HORNIBROOK

SOME CHRISTIAN TYPES. 4d., postage id
WITHOUT RESERVE. 2s. 6d, postage 4Yd.

Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon
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Almost An Autobiography

By CHAPMAN COHEN

CHAPTERS
i. An Apology for this Book 6. The “ Freethinker"
3. How | Began 7. Unchanging Absurdities
3. On Books and Reading 8. Modes of Approach
4. Freethought Propaganda 9. Gain and Loss
5. My Education 10 Here, There and Farewell

This Book does not easily fall into the usual category of Auto-

biographies. It sums up the experience of fifty years continuous

work on the Freethought platform and in the Press. It will prove

of interest to religious, non-religious and anti-religious readers.

The author does not hesitate to criticize presentations of the

Freethought case, as well as attacking with his customary logical
precision religious theories and points of view.

Price Six Shillings. By post Fivepence extra

CLOTH GILT FIVE PLATES |

FASCISM & CHRISTIANITY
HUMANITY AND ch
apman Cohen

WA R (Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.)

BY This is a timely and appropriate propa-
gandist pamphlet, and should be circulated
as widely and as wisely as possible.

CHAPMAN COPIEN Packets of Fifty copies will be sent post
free for 4s. 6d.

ONE PENNY. By post Threghalfpence

Forty pages, with cover. T hreepence,
postage id. extra. This is a Freethinker’s

view of the whole subject of war, fearlessly v —
and simply expressed. In order to assist
in its circulation eight copies will be sent 1 M O T H E R O F G O D I
for Two Shillings postage paid. Terms By |
for larger quantities on application.
a. W. FOOTE 1
Post Free . 1 ajd. |
I Sendat once for a Supply |
1
1 { Footsteps of the Past |
Issued for the Secular Society, Limited, by 1
the Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon St., E.C.4 1 1y
LONDON 1 L J. H. WHEELER
i : Price 3s. Cd. Postage 3d.
H | Thd

Prtnttd »ni Pubtfihfi) oy Tu* Pio**** Pn¥** (O. W. Poor* & Co, Ltd.), 61 Farringdon Strut, London, E C4



