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Views and Opinions

9 0 Quality of Religion
its i ~overument at the opening of the war avowed
ad Cterm”™ ati°n to prevent profiteering. But it prob-
~ (Ed not interfere with the greatest of all forms of
H)['**&*?> that of the Christian Churches. We do
‘ail U?an PI this respect the Christian Church is the
~ j s"iuer., Priestly profiteering did not commence
;ltcligion, but it became closely associated with it
~ so soon as acquired knowledge came into
dct with inherited superstition. Apart from this
] a'lfication we may say that the exploitation of
~"Han fear and ignorance in the interests of supersti-
j» 11 begins with the earliest and persists witli the
a ~t forms of religion. Put any man in the dark,
a ' ffo matter how great his courage, he becomes just
ji *Ble fearful—not always enough to attract atten-
r*t even by himself, but to an extent that might be
. kistered if an instrument capable of doing so ex-
Even the care with which a man moves in the
Ji'll”e. the consciousness that is developed of the likeli-
.°°~ of falling over something, or banging his head
I'RaiUst something, are factors that diminish certainty
assurance.  Undiluted courage is sharp and
, Ufive. Courage knows what it wants and sees the
I'st way of getting it. But where the obstacles to be
b)/Iireonie are unseen or unknown or merely antici-
j.ffed, there comes indecision and with indecision
LI'fulness- not of necessity of a dishonouring char-
ier, but still fear. “ The native hue of resolution
, S'’cklied o’er with the pale cast of thought,” and

hiiisl be ” give place to “ there may be.”

I I'nose who understand religion—understand it—
that fear and uncertainty lie at the root of all re-
'kipiis belief. They form the matrix by which all
,.Ig gods are formed. And once the gods are estab-
IsEed tfie technique of religion is siinple. If things
~ Well the gods must be thanked for fear they should
\'tlidraw their favours. If things go ill it is because
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mail has offended his gods and men must grovel before
them in the hope of regaining their good-will. Jn
this matter the primitive and modern believer in the
gods move on exactly the same cultural level. In the
history of religion the language of servility and adula-
tion offers little variation, and the vocabulary of re-
ligion varies still less. If the modern bishop were to
change dress witli the primitive medicine-man, eacli
would find the official clothing of the other a perfect
fit; and allowing for linguistic differences the two
might swap pulpits without either feeling out of place.
The difference between a shovel hat and a feathered
head-covering is no greater than that between
Tweedledum and Tweedlcdee.

* * *

The Clergy and War

So when the war broke out the policy of the clergy-
and their supporters gave us nothing that was new in
the history of religion. In the main the lines followed
were those which history has made familiar ever since
man believed that liis destiny was determined by
supernatural beings. There was a slight alteration
in form, but none in essence. Less than a century
ago we should have had a Day of National Humilia-
tion. The idea at the back of this would be that we
had offended the great Mumbo-Jumbo, and as a con-
sequence he had inflicted the war on us. Sir Thomas
Inskip (at present disguised as Lord Caldecote) would
have supported this belief on the ground that we had
desecrated that taboo day, Sunday. Cardinal Hins-
ley would have backed the belief because grovelling is
one of the most esteemed spiritual exercises in the
Roman Church. Lord Halifax would have chipped
in because he has the undeveloped type of intelligence
that can see no harm in prostituting a public office to
the service of a sectarian or personal belief. But
grovelling is not so fashionable as it was, so instead
of a day- of humiliation we have had several days of
prayer, and have contented ourselves with merely
asking God to help us achieve victory, without
putting it quite plainly that we wish God, out
of his goodness, to help us slaughter a consider-
able portjon of another group of his children
known as Germans. We have not asked for this in so
many words, we have adopted the method of the
“cabby” of the old days who when, asked what was
his fare, replied “ 1 leave it to you sir.” So in our days
of petition we just throw out the hint and leave it at
that.

At law one of the grounds on which a document may-
be set aside is that of ambiguity. And in these days
of petitions to God to save Christianity lie may be in-
clined to disregard the prayers on the reasonable
ground that the petition is too ambiguous in its word-
ing. What Christianity is he to save? Is it the
Christianity of the Roman Church, the Greek Church,
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the English Church, the Baptists, the Methodists, the
Christian Scientists, the British Israelites, or the
Seventh-Day Adventists? So far as we are con-
cerned, we have never been able to find out what
Christianity it is for which we are supposed to be
fighting, and we should not be surprised if God is
equally puzzled? Requests, like bequests, should be
free from ambiguity. God might even think of these
days of national prayer (one of which is taking place
on the date borne by this issue of the Freethinker) that
lie did once upon a time go to extraordinary lengths to
establish a Christianity, and what has become of it?
Even the Roman Church has not remained wholly
faithful to God’s revelation. He gave them a flat
earth, and its shape was altered at the behest of a num-
ber of Freethinking scientists. He left the Sun going
round the earth, and someone made the earth go
round the Sun. He said “Thou Shalt Not suffer a
Witcli to live,”” and he has been met with the denial
of their ever existing. God said that they who would
have people forsake him should be stoned to death,
and the very people who are arranging this day of
prayer permit unbelievers to occupy the highest posts
in tlie State. And for many years the Church of God
has lived by swallowing its own teachings. God
Almighty might well call into consultation the chiefs
of his heavenly army, and ask them what it is these
people who are bleating to him want saving : which
is the Christianity he is to save?

* * *

In Defence of Parsons

I really commenced writing these notes because of
the record of an interview with the Rev. Rowland
Jones, Vicar of Denton, Manchester, which appeared
in the Daily Herald. Mr. Jones, who in his own
judgment is a very daring kind of a fellow, says he
thinks that people are dissatisfied with Christianity
because they see bishops and archbishops receiving
large salaries, living in huge houses, etc., etc., while
other people lack the wherewithal to live a decent life.
He objects to those army chaplains who are receiving
(450 a year, while taking the salary from their
church, and leaving a curate to do the work. He ob-
jects to the Archbishop getting (15,000 a year, and
says that he would be content with ;500—which is
not altogether a starvation wage. And he supplies us
with some “ high-falutin '’ talk about building up
society on & Christian basis, without it ever striking
him that it is precisely what is a Christian basis that
has puzzled people ever since Christianity emerged
from the myths and superstitions of the pre-Christian
wworld. He says that Jesus came to give us “ life in
abundance,”” and forgets that the life that Jesus came
to give us was the life after we are dead. No one has
ever objected to our getting that life. Even Hitler
does not care a damn what kind of life we have after
death, or how much we get of it, provided we get the
life he wishes us to have while we are on this side of
the grave. Mr. Jones thinks the Archbishop of
Canterbury looks ridiculous in his “ out-of-date "’
clothes; but in that | disagree with him. It is his
distinctive dress and the distinctive dress of the clergy
that enables poor creatures like myself to distinguish
a parson from a costermonger, and also to accept the
doctrinal message he gives us as a product of “divine
wisdom.” Mr. Jones should read again Carlyle’s
philosophy of clothes. The chief warranty for the
wisdom of the Church is that its representatives do
not dress as do other folk. There is often greater wis-
dom in a bishop’s hat than there is in a bishop’s
mouth, and the cut of a clerical collar carries with it
greater persuasion than his speech. You may as well
divest a clown of his make-up as rob an Archbishop of
his dress.
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Fact and Fancy

But I think Mr. Jones is wrong for other reasor:?l
1 do not believe that the salaries of the 13isli’p
Archbishops have much to do with the Preg8e ;
lectual and social standing of istianity. Th’ Ar%

g of Christianity.

. have
bishop of Canterbury has a large salary, so Idr.
bishops, but so have many outside the Churc!
Jones says Jesus did not draw a large ﬂlary_o(l in
he never had the opportunity of drawing one, U™ er
any case the career of the wandering eastern Pr™ .
no more yielded large salaries a GRupte Of thousey
years ago than it does to-day. I do not labour ny,
sidération of the fact, stressed by many vm*?1* un-
called themselves Christian, that the robe of the
dicant monk often covered as much vanity and se ~
ness and pride, and even camouflaged as uniel »
and selfishness as is met with in those who "'ca. ,»
dinary dress. After all the Christian who “ res*U,"|C
his passions because he will reap great reward *
after, the monk who leads a solitary life, °r
family life to save his own soul, or denies hiiu™ jje
“ pleasures ” of a few years of life here so | [s0]
may gain an eternity of enjoyment hereafter ajK”
escape the attentions of the heavenly Gestapo, d
really the highest type of character.

If Mr. Jones does not object to my saying '
has a great deal to learn concerning the presentd ”
tion of his own religion. People never went to Chn g
—honestly and sincerely—to admire the clergylll
uniform, whether he was Archbishop, BishoF
Vicar. They went to Church because they
in the doctrine preached. They did not g& DeCl)S
they wished for better salaries, houses and d»> ~
They wanted these things as all have wanted wh;ltc ,,
their religious opinions may have been. The CI'l
was there because people believed in the doctrnw™
taught, and because they credited the priest wit*
power of a mediator between them and their g ¢
They attended Church because the Church
“ sacred " place and the priest was a “ holy
This tirade against highly placed and highly pa'l 1
sons, is either to hide the fact that with a large *
growing number religion is played out, and is rc*-
nized as a survival of a world-wide primitive tny
logy and superstition. If there really existed a
such as religion claims, if he could do for men "ha
is claimed he can do, and if the clergy could realb”
what the original priest claimed to do, and what *
Roman Catholic clergy still pretend" to do—act a®
mediator between god and man—no one would c
plain of large salaries and spacious houses.
would be worth all they are paid, and far more. (

But that is not the position. The position 1l 1’
religion has I>ecn found out. From being a'hving j
lief—among primitives—it has become an inkerl j
superstition. The priest from being a self-deed'l
mediator between man and his imagined gods, 18 'b.
idly Incoming a figure of fun, or a hypocrite. 1t
Jones wants to abolish the Archbishop, or at
reduce his salary and alter his dress. That is chikhV
What Mr. Jones should be aiming at is not the
tion of the Archbishop’s dress, but the
or purification of his ideas, or of people’s k
concerning the pantomimic dress he wears. Bid 1
not think Mr. Jones really wishes that.

jc

1 iilam

Chapman Cod!

While the minds of men are thus heated by theolog'l®
strife it would be idle to expect any of those maxi"l* ,
charity to which theological faction is always a stra"F >
While the Protestants were murdering the Catholics, ;lb-
the Catholics murdering the Protestants, it was I'ill' j,
likely that either sect should feel tolerance for the opilll’
of its enemy.—buckle.
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Swinburne as a Man

Authors who have influence are merely those who ex-
I'ress perfectly what other men are thinking; who reveal
W Pe’ple’s minds ideas tending to the birth. Joubert.

~hsrocR.vrs often make excellent Democrats. Byron
I( Shelley at the commencement of the nineteenth
UUT> and Swinburne at the century’s close, are all
flscs  Point. Even our own Bernard. Shaw has in-
. llw lIs that he does not spring from the working-
j ass’ ',ut that his father was “ the second cousin of a
“auet. ©  All these men were born in families of
U'(* instincts and traditions.
g, aornon Charles Swinburne was the son of Admiral
la'les and Eady Swinburne, and was born April 5,
| i/, at Chester Street, Grosvenor Hall, London, and
Jfd d I'utney Hill, London, April 10, 1909. He was
I attracted to literature, and first goes to school
r, tiktug a volume of Shakespeare under his arm
"Hously, he made no mark at Eton or Oxford. Not
' v did he fail to obtain a degree, but he missed the
* tavdigate with his poems entitled “ The North-West
_ussage.” Although he attracted the attention of
L, jainin Jowett, who had a keen eye for intellect,
jAinhurne almost shared the fate of Shelley by im-
j't" ling his position with his outspoken Republican-
~ e And, later, when he visited Paris, his parents
1¥LI° 1dni promise he would do nothing rash to further
Is republican principles. So .veil known were the
1 s political views that he was actually invited to
jI'l;d f°r Parliament by the Reform League, but, on
advice of Joseph Mazzini, he declined wisely to
\IP the slopes of Parnassus for the political arena.
1 is not the least wonderful phase of that amazing
"d that, amid the drawbacks due to a deafness ex-
J-'Kling over thirty years, Swinburne could pursue his
t'rary ambition and write his books, when other men
" tuld have found existence almost intolerable. Deaf-
was in his family on both sides, and his brother,
w\Mn years his junior; was also afflicted. During
her years Swinburne could hear nothing, unless it
'as said, head-by-head, slowly and deliberately. A
oIy is told of a journalist who met the poet on Put-
,Ky Common, and to whom Swinburne said, “ | see
Pni are speaking to me, but | can hear nothing.”
| With the publijcation of Poems and Ballads, Swin-
lirHe awoke one morning to find himself famous. No
tumult had taken place in literary circles since
, 'e appearance of Byron’s saucy and witty Bon Juan.
air resounded with clamour. Robert Buchanan
h'ieed the respectable view in a pamphlet, The Fleshly
' *hool of Literature, and complained that Poems and

‘allids was unfit reading for young ladies. This
10,ised Swinburne, and lie retorted with crushing
Ifleet ; “ 1 do not write for schoolgirls, | leave that to

Buchanans.” The accusation of fleshliness was jll-
'‘ainded, but it served to advertise the book, which was
»uisterpiece. Henceforth, until his seventieth year,
owinbume was an acknowledged force in European
derature. For two whole generations lie upheld the
*radition of Republicanism and Liberty.

One thing Swinburne did bring away from Oxford
* uiversity, and that was an excellent knowledge of
Catin, Greek, French and Italian. This knowledge he
hirned to excellent account, and his translations from
~illon and Victor Hugo, his friendship with Mazzini,
a»d his devotion to the cause of Italian Liberation,
*Wed much to the poet’s command of language.

Most writers lead sedentary lives, and men like
Villon, Benvenuto Cellini, Cervantes, Burton ajhd
Stevenson, are quite rarities among authors. P'or
<\ thirty years of his life Swinburne lived at Putney
tvith his best-loved friend Watts-Dunton, himself a
Poet, who Meredith declared had changed his name be-
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cause he had no wish to be confused with Dr. Watts
the hymn-writer. So quietly did the years run, that
it became an event for Swinburne to publish an article
in the Nineteenth Century, or a poem in the SI.
James’s Gazette.

Swinburne’s extraordinary memory never showed it-
self to better effect than in table-talk on books and
things. He quoted Dickens as readily as Ben Jonson.
A great admirer of Scott, he revelled in lesser men’s
writings, such as Wilkie Collins, Eugene Sue, Charles
Reade, and had them at his call. For the Scots Border
Ballads he had an especial liking, both knowing and
imitating them easily.  Swinburne had no ear for
music, but he prided himself, justly, on his exquisite
taste in words. He'loved little children, and was
never happier in his verse than when chanting their
merits.

Curiously, there are very few good stories of the
great poet’s life. For one thing, Watts-Dunton was a
monument of discretion, and Swinburne’s talk was
very Bohemian. One of the few that have survived is
an altercation with a cabman who asked for a black-
mailing fare in bad language, “ Come down, and hear
how a poet can swear.” One evening Swinburne
spent a few hours with Sir Richard Burton, the famous
explorer, and translator of The Arabian Nights.
Swinburne told a story of Sheridan drunk outside the
House of Commons, and a policeman asking his name,
which he gave as “ William Wilberforce.” | would
rather, said Swinburne, have returned that answer than
have written 11amici. If a man could be so witty
when drunk, what must he be when sober?

Only one love-story is recorded of Swinburne. At
the age of twenty-five lie proposed to a girl who had
given him some roses, lie declared his passion sud-
denly and too impetuously, and she laughed at him.
Afterwards, Swinburne, always shy and reserved, had
no further entanglements with women. An interest-
ing story deals with the first meeting between the poet
and Guy de Maupassant, in which the great French
novelist was rowing in the sunshine of the “ Azure
Coast,” when suddenly there emerged from the water
beside the boat the head of Swinburne, “ llow aston-
ishing,”’ said Maupassant, “ to make your acquaint-
ance in the middle of the ocean.”

Swinburne, says his latest biographer, “ hovered 0l
the fringe of the struggle ” for Liberty. That is not
true. An avowed Freethinker and an unashamed Re-
publican, Swinburne risked, even in his early years,
expulsion from Oxford University, and later stood
always in the forefront of the battle.  The one out-
standing quality of »Swinburne's writings leaps to the
eye of the most superficial reader. It is his endless
enthusiasm for Freedom, which has a generosity and
fervour unequalled even among poets. How he has
snug the praises of Cromwell and Milton, of »Shelley
and Landor, of Whitman and Victor Hugo, is well
known. Recall the lovely lyrics celebrating Mazzini
and Garibaldi. The greatest poet at the close of the
last century was a militant Freethinker, and an avowed
Democrat. For fifty years Swinburne expressed radi-
cal ideas in his poetry and prose, and his consistency
is proved from the publication of Atalanla in Calydon,
the work of his young manhood, to the august utter-
ances of his later years. No one who has read his work
attentively can doubt his passionate sincerity. Hear
the lyrical cry which came from the heart in his Mater
Triumphalis, one of the noblest and most profound
poems in the language :(—

I am the trumpet at thy lips, thy clarion

Full of thy life, sonorous with thy breath;

The grave of souls horn worms anil creeds grown carrion
Thy blast of judgment fills with fires of death.

Thou art the player whose organ keys are thunders,
And | beneath thy foot the pedal prest;
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Thou art the ray whereat the rent night sunders
And | the cloudlet borne upon thy breast.

I shall burn up'before thee, pass and perish,

As haze in sunrise on the red sea-line;

But thou from dawn to sunsetting shall clieri*k
The thoughts that, led and souls that lighted mine.

Mimnermus

The Spiral Path of Religious
Liberty

Goethe once asserted that to tolerate a man is simply
to insult him. Ingersoll better expresses in his term
“ intellectual hospitality ** the mental and moral atti-
tude of those who appreciate the right of others to
think and act differently from themselves. So long as
conduct conforms with the well-being of the individual
and the community of which he forms part, a departure
from the codes and conventions customarily imposed
should be granted, not as a gracious concession, but as
an inalienable right.

Euther and his protesting contemporaries are fre-
guently credited with the introduction of the principle
of religious liberty. Buckle’'s contention, that the Re-
formation, in weakening the Roman monopoly,
lessened the power of the priesthood, and thus per-
mitted an ampler play of the intellect, is partly true.
But that the leading Reformers were less animated by
the repressive spirit than their Catholic adversaries, is
a proposition devoid of foundation in fact.

Euther was convinced that justification by faith
alone constituted the Christian’s sole security from the
pains and penalties of eternal torture. Also, as Luigi
vsturzo declares in his important Church and Stale.
(Geoffrey Bles, 1939, 21s.) : “Nor in Calvin’s system of
thought can free inquiry be separated from the theory
of predestination or from the rigid religious-political
structure of his communities. Euther and Calvin were
therefore logical .when they maintained the right of
banishing or burning heretics, sectarians and all those
who by denying one of the dogmas resulting from the
common interpretation of the Bible, denied at the same
time the new Christian society and the basis of social
power.”

The burning alive of Servctus by the Calvinists at
Geneva in 1553, aroused the horror and indignation of
all enlightened Humanists. The group of ltalian in-
tellectuals who had sought shelter in Geneva included
Eelio Sozzino, better known as Socinius, as well as
Gentile of Cosenza. The authorship of an essay pub-
lished under the name of Martinus Beilins was attri-
buted to Socinius. But this pamphlet was probably
the joint product of several Italian refugees who were
animated by the generous spirit of Erasmus. Its chief
contributor, however, appears to have been Castel-
lione, who had already infuriated Calvin by inquiring
in the preface to his Latin version of the Scrip-
tures : “ Who would not esteem Christ a Moloch or
some such god, if he wished live men to be sacrificed
to Him and burned?” Bize took up the cudgels on
behalf of Calvin and issued his pamphlet on The pun-
ishment of heretics by the civil magistracy against the
nonsense oj Martinus Bellius and the new sect of Aca-
demicians. Trouble arose : some of the Humanists
suffered; others were reduced to silence, while several
escaped to Poland where Unitarianism and Deism had
appeared. These heresies spread as far as Lithuania
and Transylvania where the teachings of Socinius made
headway.

T'he Socinians were an advance-guard of Freethought.
They disavowed the Old Testament, and only retained
those parts of the New which appealed to rciison. The
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validity of prophecies, mysteries and miracles " aS.Ireg(it
to private judgment. These pioneers vainly
to unite all the discordant Christian sects on
mentals, leaving all details of a dark or doubtful char
teter an open question. Oll this basis they hoped to
eiect a non-persecuting religion.

Catholics and Protestants, however, g:;zgnifg
Socinianism as a pestilent heresy which

M&‘di%edafiﬁew\ﬂils tinasquerading a5 3 Christian cult

from supernaturalismO * ” tionaiistic Deism divorced
persecuted to iL '+ Consequently, they must he
proved a bitter one P*'y eE fdee)étpllr'}gtc!ﬁmtﬁgﬁ }l??{{eé?:‘
nrent, tliev survived in Central Europe and theif "?ﬂU"
cuce extended to France, Britain, America 2nd Othe
lands. Among the intelligentsia their teachings
carried weight and their Immanitarianisni was 110
stricted to religion. They opposed capital Pu® e
incut and denied the right of any form of "a
Some of the more extreme were positive Aua’ C~»
who refused to acknowledge the authority of ~ie ' n.
poral Power. Thus, their spiritual and civil
sigence naturally united the secular and sace
orders against them. _ N

Holland was then the most tolerant of all lunopcj”
States, and there Socinian breadth of view fouin
first practical application. The Netherlands hat
cently witnessed the envenomed and sanghll®
struggle between Catholicism and its Calvinist e
mies. It was sanguinely assumed that religiouS
had been stilled bv the Ratification of Client in *5/°’
and the Peace of Religion at Antwerp two years w1
Then followed the Union of Utrecht, which the Ca 1~
lies counterbalanced by the creation of the U101
Arras, supported by Spain and Farnese. As S1
notes : “ This was typical of what was happening'l,
over Europe. Protestants refused freedom of wer' . »
to Catholics, Catholics to Protestants. Hence d»
wars and general wars, revolts and conspiracies, tr »
and peace-pacts, edicts of toleration issued only to
violated or revoked.”

Yet a more tolerant attitude emerged and CoolhatU
pleaded for Christian appeasement, and the theory
tl:e necessity of the extinction of heresy by irie
sword was openly assailed. But the theological i-1*
emir of the two contending parties caused so
uproar that, when the States issued a decree of to
lion, its provisions were forbidden public discuss!'
Unfortunately, Maurice of Orange deserted the
formers and joined their adversaries in 1618. hn . .
barneveld was executed and the great Hugo' Gro ~
narrowly escaped a lifelong imprisonment. hn
Humanists \yent into exile until, with Maurice’s <wil '’
freedom of teaching and worship was for all parties
stored. ry

The Edict of Nantes granted by the sagacious He *
IV. of France to the Huguenots in 1598 predated
Dutch concession. But the idea of toleration as so'll »
thing invaluable in itself began to pervade Dutch P »
sopliy. It is significant that the concept of Natia‘®
Law found its first complete expression in Grotius " |
urged that " all true authority in both civil and e
siastical matters resides in the »State.” This docti{ﬂee
directly denied the Romanist contention that
Church possesses her own independent rights in vi
of her sacred and universal character, while the hc>"
tical Grotius restricted the activities of the clergy'
the arts pf persuasion and ethical and religious instn'L
tion.

Socinian teachings were introduced into England '
Jacopo Aconcio, an Italian Gatitudinariau. These dotj
trines influenced the thoughts of Locke, Hobbes jil!
Milton. Francis Quarles (1592-1644) expressed si,lllj
lar sentiments in his poems, while John Dury conip0?L
the first systematic exposition of Latitudinarian Pr"
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piles liis Peace Ecclesiastical in 1639. Also, the
“o'man Erastus repudiated the Church’s right to ex-
"""nmnicate and maintained Civil supremacy in all
1 1a" S ecclesiastical, and this theory, now known as

'istianism, has long directed the English Govern-
"""t s policy in its relations with the National
khurch.

Apart from John Milton, whose services in support
" "tcllectual liberty were pronounced, the two out-
1 Ending English pioneers of this period were Locke
*n Hobbes. The religious controversies which then
Occupied so much of the time and attention of public
1"ii, were set aside by the author of Leviathan, who
riS3J) his concept of the State on Natural Law. The
1 s unrestricted sovereignty is necessitated by the

"""stance that a motley multitude can only become

-Qcial organism when it submits to authority. The
1 «ndpcfint of Hobl)es is purely secular, and he avers

at when religion is at variance with temporal in-
vests, Civil authority must prevail. For “ the sole

1 Cpreter of divine and natural law is the sovereign,
, 10 has therefore the right to decide to what persua-
"otl his subjects must belong.” However repugnant

"s particular doctrine may appear to the modern
' cinocratic mind, it has certainly been very extensively
allldied by all the totalitarian States.

"" Locke sounded a nobler note, despite the limita-
)5 "jiposed on his humanism by the relative intoler-
ce of the times. In 1666, appeared his Essay Con-
~>ng Toleration, which foreshadowed his later pro-

1""cement on the same theme. During his days of
+ . Locke had become intimate with the brave, enter'
~erising- spirits of Holland apd France. Also, the Frec-

""king speculations of Lord Shaftesbury and

"tliony Collins enlarged his outlook.

Cocke differs greatly from Grotius and Hobbes in his
"ainpiopship of personal rights. The community he
"Warded as simply a co-partnership of social units,
"kose individuality continues unimpaired by their
""ranee into society. Their individual identity re-
"ns. Although the State’s authority in the secular

is supreme, it has no moral right to coerce its
"'Meets into conformity with a prescribed creed or to

""strain them by penal laws directed against dissent,
VO'Ehtary association or religious bodies of varying

"ets might co-exist in terms of charity and mutual
vsteein and, given such circumstances, the State should
""ognize their right to celebrate their respective ser-
vices.

L his arrangement was to be confined to law-abiding
CI""s.tiaus. only. All those inimical to social harmony,
""ably persecuting sectarians who refused to keep

a'h with heretics; those that displayed disloyalty to
1" excommunicated king; those who acknowledged an
“lieu ruler as head of their Church and, last but not
"°st, Atheists, were placed outside the pale of pro-tec
*°n, because anti-theism threatens the integrity of the
State. The second and third of these exceptions con-
1"Hied Roman Catholics who were by Locke regarded
)s intolerant, seditious and socially dangerous, since
"'ey owed allegiance to a foreign Pontiff.

rhese, however, were but the beginnings, and a long,
Iertuous and weary road had to be traversed before a
hraeticallv complete emancipation from religious
Vi‘anny could be consummated. But sadly to relate,
'hat freedom of thought and expression which once
denied secure has entirely vanished in several leading
1kites, with more than a menace of its effacement in
*lance and other invaded lands.

T. F. Palmer

The more any one speaks of himself, the less he likes
hear another talked of.—Lavater.
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Grod's Signposts

God gave us the Ten Commandments. He put up
direction-boards so that we could carry on the business
of living. In His Own Time (quite a long time by our
measurements) he sent his only beloved son
down to earth. The commandments of pere
were needing amplification; they were supple-
mented by the directions of fils. Fils gave
us better stuff. The new signposts that Jesus
erected only had to be followed and all
would have been well. Man would have been
happy and contented. But man would pay no- atten-
tion to these signposts. He was told to take no
thought for the morrow and instead of paying atten-
tion he set to work on such things as Old Age Pen-
sions. This was blasphemy; this was wickedness. It
was an indirect sneer at the Lord’s promise of Magnifi-
cent Mansions in the clouds; it minimized the soul and
maximized the body. Gross materialism! So God
got wroth. In his mortification, he sent floods and
pestilences.  And still man thought of his stomach.
Then, in the course of time and despairing of the effect
of sending us another dearly beloved $011, he sent
Hitler. What we are suffering at the present moment
is the Wrath of God; the vengeance of God. We have
neglected his signposts.

Divine after divine is telling us that we have treated
God’s signposts with contempt and are deservedly
reaping the consequences. Man has erected signposts
in bis time, and what he has erected has served the pur-
pose. Man makes a job of things as far as elementary
matters are concerned. But what an unholy mess God
lias made of his notice boards. Followers of the Son
of God all over the world have spent their activities in
arguing whether God’s Signposts have said Man-
chester, Newcastle, or London. Just now man is tak-
ing down his read signposts for what lie considers a
more practical immediate purpose, but he refrains from
substituting, the word Newcastle for Grantham. He
thinks this would mislead. But God has no such sen-
sitiveness. He mixes up his directions like chocolates
in a box. Even on the big Arterial Road leading to
Heaven or Hell the devout gather round, pray without
ceasing, and devour the sacraments, and whilst they
are doing so Brown is swearing that God’s signpost is
pointing to Heaven and Robinson is prepared to take
his oath that it is pointing to Hell.

It is hardly necessary to stress the point. It is too
obvious. The Dean of Exeter confirms us in a review
recently in the Sunday Times. He makes liis point so
easily and so simply.that one is still in doubt as to
whether he grasps its implication. He reviews a book
on the Christian Ethic,' a book in which a handful of
devout, prayerful, sacrament-swallowing, personages
undertake the job of telling us what God meant when
he gave us Christian Morality. It is now a couple of
thousand years since Christian Morality came to light
in a stable in Galilee. Since then the prayerful have
got together and said What did Jesus mean? That
signpost over there : Does it read Jarrow or Eastbourne
—Whitechapel or South Kensington?  They arc as
near to deciphering the direction as ever. And ydt
they pray, and yet they consume the blood and the
body. The Dean of Exeter tells us that Some of the
writers in this book say that \he true pointer is to-
wards Pacifism; others towards joining with faith and
jov in a Christian Crusade. Others (and the majority)
arc frankly perplexed. Put it in other words. This
Christian Morality, this ethic which we have failed to
observe and thus brought about God’s vengeance,
commands one devout Christian to- Go North, another
to Go South, and to others the board is but a palimp-

1 The Wat and Christian Ethic: . symposium. Blackwell.
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sest there is nothing for it but to give up Hie attempt
to decipher. For them it is but a case of squat down
and stay put.

Could any sneering sceptic put the case more
severely. Christian Morality, we are told, is in a mess.
Even the devout don't know where they are. God'’s
Signposts instead of guiding are having a worse re-
sult than if they were not there at all. They are just
misleading. Judge not at all, but judge Hitler. If
Hitler asks you to go with him a mile go with him
twain.  One Christian signpost tells us to love our
enemy, Imt at the same time, says Mr. Duff Cooper,
hate Hitler as 1 do. It is llic only way, Should we
help to starve our Christian brethren in Germany?
Yes. No. Yes and No. No and Yes. As Galsworthy
said during the last war : What religious belief can
stand against such reeling subversions?

Confusion grows even more confounded—if possible.
Those who love not the Lord, those who think it silly
to waste time in deciphering the Lord’s signposts, are
being asked to come in and join the Christian Crusade.
In the battle for Christian Morality, Muhammadans
of our Empire, take up the Cross. You heathen in-
habitants <X India, stand up for Jesus! You infidels
atheists, unbelievers, in our own country—you know
what Christians did to you when the friends of Jesus
had the power and opportunity. You know our
bloody record. You know how we have tried to exter-
minate you and, when we failed to do that, how we
have maligned you and tried to make it hard for you
to earn your daily bread. Now we beg of you. Please,
piease ! Stick the Cross of Jesus on your chests.
March with us on this Christian Crusade. Help to
make Christianity strong, llring 1ack our power and
our glory so that we may turn on you and rend you.
Roll up from Hindustan, from Hawaii, from Hong
Kong. From Heekmondwike, from Huddersfield.
From Hull, to licit, through Halifax.

The convolutions of this dying creed are beyond con-
tempt. The contribution of Christianity to civiliza-
tion during the thousand years of its opportunity was,
according to Lecky, contemptible. Are there stronger
epithets than contemptible? There may or there may
not be, but the official Christian is making a big effort
at the present moment to bring one to birth.

Most of our writers on Christian Ethics, says the
Dean of Exeter, agree that the war is God’s judgment
on this wicked world. Men have neglected to
read God’s signposts written in words they do
not understand. They have listened instead to wicked
men like Thomas Paine, men who put in
thought and energy to create a decent world
here and now. God does not like such men
and is accordingly sending devastation on the earth.
He does not like Lecky who wrote of the dis-
tinctive Christian contribution to morality as con-
temptible; Buckle who said Christianity had no distinc-
tive morality of consequence at all; Morley who said
that Christianity had caused more bloodshed than any
other institution; Galsworthy who said that Christ-
ianity could not live and propagate reeling subversions;
Wells who said he would as soon worship a scarecrow
as the patclied-up deity of the Christian trinity. Bad
men all! God does not love them—and because of
them he has sent us his judgment. Come back into
the fold you who thitfk ! Up Faith and down Reason !
Pray without ceasing. Work without ceasing. Do
both at once without ceasing. We stand for Jesus and
the Reeling Subversion : the Creed of our Fathers.
Down with Anti-God; down with the Infidel! Hate
Hitler, Love Hitler! We appeal > you, you infidel,
you atheist, you anti-Godite. Remember our old
bloody banner. Remember our old slogan : No faith
with heretics. Does that not make you glow, your
Hood grow warm. Roll up, for your country needs
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you. Those of you whom God does not like, those
who have caused the war, stand up for Jesus.
l eg of you. We beseech you !

Does a good cause need such a buttress? Could it he
doing a good cause greater disservice than attempting
to align it with such sorry claptrap? It would be well
if the carriers of the Cross could speak truthfully ami
speak calmly—but it is too much to hope. Surely n°
folly could be greater than Christian folly in this }'ear
of disgrace. ji E1STOo

The Dog

Cams Famii.aris is a domestic animal. The whole
species, with but a few exceptions, have been fro"!
probably, the Neolithic period, boon companions ot
man.

These exceptions, a few wild dogs, are found ni
various parts of the world—the dingo, in Australia;
the Indian dhole; the Pariah dogs, etc., and they aie
all surely domestic varieties that have run wild.

\o more faithful friend can be found in the weril
than the dog. Its owner may beat it, ill-use it as Iw
pleases, though lie slay it yet will it trust in him. s
men may forsake its master, but the dog w'!! ”Ot;l
defends his property; its swiftness, strength, &<eeny
developed sense of smell are placed at his service, "
deed, the dog is ever ready to lay down its life 10
friend—faithful unto death ! ..

The dog seems to always have occulned n )ie
moral plane than man. Small wonder is it tinl ~
Esquimaux believe themselves to be decended 1
tlled (>ff- . p been

Many volumes of prose and poetry have .
written about the dog. Space does not even bcrl” . j
their mention. In the following | purpose to _tL
briefly, of the dog in religion, folk-lore, and scien

The Jews and their tribal God detested the dog- ~
was to them an unclean beast. They were jealous”
it. It possessed qualities which they lacked. A 1'J"
friend assures me that in an inspired translation, '<
remain unchanged, that, numerically, dog is e<|‘mI L.
God. Cabbalistically then, this numerical value
God+dog—i. So the dog was vilified by
equal, this inverted dog, and his peculiar ]>¢IP'®
birds of a feather ! .

His tabernacle was not to be desecrated by an o
ing of the price of a dog :—

Thou slialt not bring the hire of a whore, °r
price of a dog, into the house of the Lord thy God
any vow : for even both these are abomination "
the Lord thy God. (Deut. xxiii. 18.)

The most offensive expression that a Jew could u
was to compare a man to a dead dog. (i Sam- N
14; 2 Sam. ix. 8; xvi. 9; 2 Kings viii. 13.)

Christ may have brought to light many thing*
benefit man. He brought no comfort for the dog.

In Matt. xv. a woman had a daughter who
“ grievously vexed with a devil,” as though that
an extraordinary thing! Christ in refusing to ex |
cisc this fourfold-spirit, said “ It is not meet to It.f?‘xb
the children’s bread and cast it to dogs.” To W'!(?W
the Canaanitish woman replied “ Truth Lord : Wl
doggies—the little dogs— eat of the crumbs which
from the master’s table.” Our blessed Lord’s csi'l"j
sion implied disgust, just as the woman'’s did that
affection. o

The Old and New Testaments, from Genesis
Revelations, have not one good word to say bl e
dog’s favour. Dogs were not allowed to enter lies'
(See Rev. xxii. 15.)

Of Mohammedism : Eastern dogs are all of one eb*
Like Christians they show a wonderful uniformity, it1

ffei”

the
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ﬁobe'"'Ey. A well clad European—* a dog of an in-
A -is detested by them, while the vilest diesscd
is welcomed.  Significant! An English dog

1ld teach them better manners!
if a devout Mussulman’s robe touches the wet nose
' aPuppy, tlie garment must be washed seven times.
lle dog, whatever happens, comes to grief. Every
Aral, has a hicp for a And if be wishes to throw
i<<bad word at any one, Dog! is used as freely as the
S'r'si' damn. Yet, Katmir, the faithful dog of the
iim" sjeel)ers was admitted to Paradise by Moham-
| ’(>vide Koran, Sura xviii. Here the Koran may
Ls.id to excel most religions !
N ber nations held different opinions.  Greeks,
fijnians> and the old Celtic inhabitants of Scandin-
jl ? "ere accustomed to sacrifice dogs to certain of
e deities. Whilst on the other hand, dogs were
' °yed as executioners, and even as a living tomb.

T(O° this section without mention of the dog of
' in the Apocrypha, seems a mistake. The dog
~ s mention no less than four times. Twice only

noting. In Tobit v. 16, we are told of the Angel

 I( Dibit how that “ The young man’s dog went forth
tt 1them.” And in xi. 4, how “ the dog went after
Only this and nothing more. In the first

,'ICe fbe dog went in advance of them, in the second

'lIce 'f kept behind them. Why? The dog does not

/.V" to have looked upon Raphael as anybody extra-
rklllary. And Byron tells lls that “ dogs have such
"Ellectual noses.”

j( 1 "very walk of life tlie dog is to lie found. Folk-
lic tells us that the dog was held in adoration by the
‘kyptians,

L howling is said to be unlucky, heralding many

11l's °f misfortune. And many curious customs must
" "lserved to avert this sign of ill-omen,

j Alien the dog eats grass it is a sign of rain. When
r’hs and scratches, a change of weather may be ex-

acted.

1 ”f Euke’s day- -whip-dog-day—a custom of bygone
E[? in York, of dog-whipping because a priest while

cele rating mass, dropped the host after consecration,
"'di was suddenly snatched up and eaten by a dog
A lay under tlie Communion Table.

Tore doesn’'t say much about the dog.
Science, on the other hand, has so many interesting,
~lightening, creditable, and very significant things to

IE¥ about the dog, that were | but to attempt to,
"<%, give them utterance T should in the opinion of

"any readers law myself open to the charge of the

N "pus, in Alice in Wonderland—*“ The butter's
I'toad too thick!” So, I'll use but one scientific re-
"'d to simplify affairs a little—Darwin’s Descent of

',0". See Index !

Darwin, speaking about the memory of dogs, tells
"W he purposely tried the memory of one, a savage
ad-teinpered beast, for five years. Then he went to
10 stable where it lived and shouted in his old familiar
""liner, the dog showed no joy but instantly followed

behaving as usual, just as though he had only
Xen absent for half an hour.

Dr. Hayes, in his book on The Open Polar Sea, re-
peatedly remarks that his dogs, instead of continuing
** draw sledges in a compact Ixxly diverged and sepa-
"ted when they came to thin ice, so that their weight
""gilt be more evenly distributed. -

Carrying a wounded partridge a dog came upon a
'bad bird. After trying to pick it up, and finding she
IGuld not without letting the other escape she, after a
b\v minutes thought, killed the living one she carried,
™d then picked both up.

Our domestic dogs are descended from Wolves and
bekals, and though they may not have gained in
"inning, and may have lost in wariness and suspicion,
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such as affection, trust-worthiness, temper, and prob-
ably general intelligence.

Barking is a new art with the domesticated dog, we
have the bark of eagerness, as in chase; that of anger,
as in growling; the yelp or howl of despair, when shut
up; the baying at night; the bark of joy, as when
starting a walk with his master; and the very distinct
one of supplication, as when wishing for a door or a
window to be opened.

Of religious devotion : tlie feeling of religious devo-
tion is a highly complex one, consisting of love, com-
plete submission to an exalted and mysterious
superior, a strong sense of dependence, fear, reverence,
gratitude, hope for the future, and perhaps other ele-
ments. No being could experience so complex an
emotion until advanced in his intellectual and moral
faculties to at least a moderately high level. Never-
the-less, we see some distant approach to this state
mind in the deep love of a dog for his master, associated
with complete submission, some fear, or perhaps other
feelings. The behaviour of a dog when returning to
his master after an absence, is widely different from
that towards his fellows. In the latter case the trans-
ports of joy seem to be somewhat less, and the sense
of equality is shewn in every action. Professor Bran-
bach goes so far as to maintain that a dog looks on his
master as on a god.

The dog is a social creature like many other animals.
Polar travellers tell us how they will leave comfortable
quarters to be near man. Man’s love for his dog, his
dog returns witli interest.

Beside love and sympathy, animals exhibit other
qualities connected with the social instincts, which in
us would be called moral; and Darwin agrees with
Agassizy that dogs possess something very like a con-
science.

Enough has now been said to show that only religion
damns the dog.

Prom the founder of Christianity we get but com-
passion for man, and hatred for the dog. From a
greater than he we get love, and a quality of mercy
that droppeth as tlie gentle rain from heaven, not only
for man, but for every sentient being.

From Christ we get a great utterance !

bove your enemies!

But Shakespeare's Cordelia, with voice ever soft,
gentle, and low, finds finer, greater, more eloquent ex-
pression :—

Mine enemy’s (log,
Though he had bit me, should have stood that night
Against my fire.

George Wai.i.ace

Acid Drops

Dr. Partridge, Bishop of Portsmouth, is a very curious
man. He says :—

The Church has held a proud place in the record of
damage. Not for the first time have churches in the
diocese, whether mainland or Isle of Wight, been battered
by gunfire. In tbis war, as in others, high and low, rich
and poor, bear an equal share in suffering.

Now what, in the name of all that is absurd, is there to
be proud of in having one’s house or one's church
bombed? One might be proud in not being frightened,
or in not being disheartened, but what room for pride is
there in knowing that one’s house or church, has been
bombed ? And as to rich and poor, high and low, bearing
an equal share in suffering, that is sheer rubbish. There
are some consequences of a bombing in which all may
have the same degree of suffering. But dots anyone feel
proud because someone he knows has been killed ? We
may be proud of the courage with which lie met his

let they have progressed in certain moral qualities, [ death, or the cause for which a life was lost, but no one
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save a Christian priest with a semi-pathological desire to
get into the limelight would be proud because a church,
or a building of any sort, was bombed. Decency would
have led the Bishop of Portsmouth not to have drawn at-
tention to the fact that his God is no more capable of pro-
tecting the buildings devoted to his worship than he is to
save the dwelling-house of a priest. Common sense
would have taught him to avoid awakening the suspicion
in some minds that if the present state of the world is
what Christianity has to show after its long reign, we
might well dispense with it in the future. And on the
Day of National Prayer the Bishop will be conducting a
service- exalting the power of his god—in a church which
is heavily sand-bagged—just as though it were a bank
or a cinema. Humbug could hardly be more loudly pro-
claimed.

Cardinal Hinsley has Ordered every Ronian Catholic to
repeat ‘‘ Lord Have Mercy,”” whenever an air-raid warn-
ing is heard. The Cardinal must have unflinching con-
fidence in the stupidity of his followers when he can so
plainly suggest that the bombs that may drop are so ob-
viously under the control of God. And what will hap-
pen if God does not have mercy and the cross-wearing
Roman Catholic is killed? Will anyone tell the bomb-
controlling deity what he thinks about him ? Or will he,
in the proper Christian spirit, grovel some ihore ?

It is well known that Quisling, the Norwegian who
sold his country to Germany, was a member of that semi-
erotic Christian Association, the “ Oxford Movement,’’
otherwise known as Buchmanites. Buchman was also
well known as a supporter of Hitler, and once at least
publicly thanked God for Hitler. Now William Hickey,
of the Daily Express has brought forward a deal of evi-
dence that this “ Oxford Movement ” was very largely a
cover for Nazi propaganda. This does not, of course,
mean that all members of the movement were supporters
of Hitler, only that the encouragement given to Hitler by
many in this country, until it was discovered that the
game was too dangerous, found a Christian justification
in the Buchmanite manoeuvres.

Manchester lias a population of 750,000. The City
Council passed a vote in favour of the Sunday opening of
cinemas. The discussion, as is usual, pursued the wrong
lines, and the main reason given was the need for soldiers
to have Sunday entertainment. But the issue does not
turn upon whether Sunday opening is bad or good, since
there is no question of cinemas remaining open during
week-days. The question of whether soldiers need them
is also irrelevant. It is a question of whether there is
any reasonable objection against citizens having them.
If cinemas can be shown to be bad, then they should be
prohibited altogether. But to make the goodness or bad-
ness of an action, or entertainment, depend upon a par-
ticular day of the week is a question that could only be
seriously discussed by a people that had been nurtured
on the imbecilities of Christian theology

But Manchester has a Watch Committee, mainly, we
believe, dominated by the police, and the Watch Com-
mittee lias referred the matter back to the Council. Why?
Whatever public reason is given we have no hesitation
in saying that the cause of this reference back is due en-
tirely to bigoted religious prejudice, cither on the part ;f
the Watch Committee alone; or because the Committee
has been influenced by those who do not wish to see
anything permitted on Sunday that may act as competi-
tion to Church or Chapel. It is a public scandal.

It must be noted that all over the country police
authorities have testified that conduct in the streets Ol
Sunday has improved wherever cinemas were opened.
That is what one would expect.  Nothing is more in-
jurious to good conduct than an idle lounging about. We
do not know whether church and chapel audiences have
been increased or decreased by the opening of cinemas__
probably the latter. The certain thing is that it is fear
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Sunday frecdonr Vr ~ rcsponsible for thc opposition to
GftheSe kO * fanchester has a populaton of 750,000,
. A N .
have ghicted 18 eopie Qeethd TSI GrenIng e,
day, and tlie Watch Committee has impuc“wan y_a.n_ "—Pﬁé
leutlv ordered the Council to reconsider its.decislO
Council deserves to be kicked out if it sy IS fo

dictation.

Now we suggest to Cinema proprietors that it is
they made a stand for themselves ceased to behave WK
sheep, and conducted themselves like men. The old Sun-
day law prohibited admission to entertainments on Sun
day, to which admission was for money or for tickets soW
or motley The new law did not, we believe, repeal this
section of the law: It merely made it legal to charge
admission. But there are legal decisions'which arc to the
effect that charging for a reserved seat is not a charge ft«
rk mission, therefore if a cinema is open and it h° 1¢’
say, a thousand seats, fifty cf the seats may be free;
the rest could be charged for as “ reserved.”

I heie is no reason why cinema people should not fpP°
this rule. No reason, but one. Most of the propnetO'
have no interest in the matter save to take money, an
some have confessed to us that if they followed this Plal
they would be subjected to all kinds of petty annoy»**
)y the police. But there is a vast sum of money inves
in and behind the cinema business.' If the police becau L
too troublesome or a prosecution was tried, the case cou <
he fought through all the courts, and in that case W *
confident that any persecution or undue interference W
licences would be stopped. It is time that the cinema 1
dustry stood for a little more than making money-

We wish to put a simple and straightforward fllICS j(
to the Church Times. In its issue dated August ;°'. "
says, “ What might not happen if only the n
Church would set in order its own neglected house >
throw it open for a meeting-place of Christian nau *
Now what we would like to know is what constitu
Christian Nation ? Without answer to that question
advice is just verbiage.

The Pope says he is a ‘‘ lightning rod,” and is
in Rome because while he is there Rome will no
bombed. We consider this very partial, and uninll ~»
the rest of his followers. Why not test his capacit?
lightning conductor by spending a month at Tml'
Milan, or better still in Ollc of the large Italian aerop”j
works ? Thc result might not be conclusive, but it "
at least test the sincerity of the Pope

There is something in the New Testament about PlI®
ing the beam from one’s own eye before complaining”®
the mote in the eye of another. The Vicar of Lillnhj f
reminds us of this when he finds fault with 0
Christians for the failure of Christianity. He says

The Church of England is well endowed; it enjbﬁ’f ?’y
the prestige that the backing of the State gives itj ¢ ~
village has its parish priest and parish church. | he
no persecution and no antagonism on the part ot
State, and if, since, the last war, England lias become
Christian, it .is a very grave indictment against
Church of England.

We ought to be fair in our criticism even when n K
criticism of our friends. llow on earth could thc Ch'ir,
of England prevent the country becoming less Christiel'j
The country has been doing that ever since the dav*
Copernicus, and even before that. If the clergy had hc_<
ten times as active and as good as they have been, thG
could no more prevent the country getting less Christ'l
than they could prevent a boy from developing to ni"’.
hood. The priest did not derive his power from b,
being a good man, but from his being a great “ 'medic*11®
man—a “sacred’’ character. It is quite probable that t™
Rev. A. J. Carter is actually less of a Christian than aft-
of those he criticizes.

is to make a New Frielw
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TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Freethinker E ndowment Trust—A. Edwards, 10s.
I 1Si i i i — L]
) Peér(&/?rgg.mgd.and Circulating the Freethinker—\. A
Om Jack.”—"* To-Day’s Prayer,” as published in the
«'effield Independent, is rightly described by you as a
rdileat.”  The only other word suitable would be a " Hee-
—Letter received. We greatly appreciate its con-
. Rice.—An excellent letter. It is
7 and to the point.
SHARDS—You have lull permission to make any use
* u h'ease of either our articles or any other of our writ-
With acknowledgment when possible, but, if ad-
U able, without.
'~Fleased to receive your appreciation of our “ Thanks
“tier.” But it would need expansion if we adopted
-~.suggestion of turning it into a pamphlet, and we have
v° ', ne for that at present. But you wield a pretty pen
., -~ f.  Why not take those notes as a basis for a liook-
' There is plentv of room for expansion, and we desire
E;plf(?ﬁﬁér acknowledgment. There are several series of
j BROKIEE in being that such an essay would fit.
1 attersen (New Zealand).—Thanks for letter and
ub _ Horiev Orgler to be made par-able at Ludgate
B'rcls ¢, Eohdon.

ﬂ%oﬁices of the National Secular Society and the Secular
4

(aity Limited, are now at 68 Farringdon Street, London
4- Telephone : Central 1367.

u'ho send us newspapers would enhance the favour
' Marking the passages to which they wish us to call

T,7i\/Ie,[1t|0n.

,? ' Freethinker ” will be forwarded direct from the Pub-
‘1wing Office at the following rates (Home and Abroad) :—
ne year, 13/-; half year, 7/6; three months, 3/9.

c " Freethinker ” is supplied to the trade. Any diffi-

f#:g in securing copies should be at once reported to this

We hope it appears.

T,

°'ders for littrature should be sent to the Business Manager
°f the Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4,
and not to the Editor.

the services of the National Secular Society in con-
"exion with Secular Burial Services are required, all com-
munications should be addressed to the Secretary, R. II.
Tosetti, giving as long notice as possible.

FCture notices must reach 6! Farringdon Street, London,

[n£4, by the first post on Tuesday, or they will not be
inserted.

Sugar Plums

Ibis issue of the Freethinker is being prepared for the
Hess between air-raids. This curtails the time during
"belt the composing-room is in action. For this reason
"u have had to hold over some correspondence and other
Itl,bs. As it is we do not know if there will he another
‘uterriiption before the day is over. Three or four raids
Hr day has been the usual ration lately.

We hati several times mentioned the readiness of the

‘Tcthinkcr, the N.S.S. and the Secular Society Limited,
10 gend free packets of literature to the forces. We now
"'But to ask the assistance of Freethinkers to help in this
v°tk. At present we arc sending literature—to a con-
Milerable extent—in the dark. That is we have no means
"f knowing whether the kind of literature that is sent is
'be kind required. So we are now asking for help in two
"lections. The first is this. AVe will send free copies of
"‘e  Freethinker for four weeks, post paid, to anyone
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SPECIAL

With a view to meeting circumstances that may arise
with a prolongation of the war, we should be greatly
helped if each subscriber to the Freethinker would be
good enough to send us his, or her, name and address.
We refer only to those who procure their copies through
newsagents. Those who order direct from the office have
their addresses already on our books.

The circumstances we have in view may never arise,
but it is well to be prepared for all kinds of difficulties.
We have, so well as we can, guarded the future of the
paper in many directions, and this suggestion represents
the last contingency of which we can think—at the mo-
ment.

All that is required is just a name and an address on a
postcard or in a letter. Ave shall know to what it refers.
Our readers have assisted us so willingly, and in so many
directions, that we do not hesitate to ask this further
help.

Chapman Cohen

whose name and address is sent 11s by an existing reader.
If the one receiving such copies wishes to have a further
supply lie may have it by sending us a post card on the
first of each month asking for a continuance.

The other method is concerned with Freethought litera-
ture in general. Here there must be a number of men
who find that their comrades, are more or less interested
in the matters with which our publications deal. In that
case what we wish for is the knowledge of the kind
of reading that will meet with appreciation. That will
save us sending one thing where another is needed. At
present we are sending in the dark, and while we have
had plenty of eVidenee that in this war as in the last, a
deal of good work was done by the distribution of litera-
ture iu tliis way, we wish to achieve the maximum of
result with a minimum of effort and expenditure.

Avc arc very keen on this matter because there is such
a determined effort being made to utilize the war as a
form of propaganda for the Christian Churches. If Free-
thinkers and non-Christians dislike the lie that they are
fighting for the preservation of Christianity, or the
grosser lie that this war is one between Christianity and
Atheism, they have here an easy opportunity of doing a
little by way of correction. Now let us hear from some
of them as early as possible.

AVe beg to thank all those who have written congratu-
lating us on achieving the seventy-second anniversary of
bur birth. AVe feel fit for several more anniversaries, and
if wc are successful we shall not have to say “ Thanks to
Hitler.”” AYe are rather loo close to the falling bombs
for that.

AVe have received of late several accounts of attempted
police interference with outdoor meetings in the pro-
vinces. Usiially it takes the form of some policeman
walking up to the speaker with a “ You-can't-do-that-
sojt-of-thing-here™ kind of air, and ordering the speaker
to stop. Generally it will be found on enquiry that the
policeman is a staunch Christian, and doesn’t agree with
what the speaker is saying. At other times the interfer-
ence is probably due to the fact that with so many con-
trollers in the Find the policeman feels that he ought to
be controlling something or someone, and that a" Free-
thought speaker is fair game.

If the speaker acts with good humour and prudence the
matter generally ends with the policeman retiring to re-
consider the matter. It is enough to ask upon whose in-
structions the officer is acting, and what is the reason for
the interference with the meeting. If the reply is not
satisfactory an enquiry made at the local police station
should produce a better explanation. In cases where re-
ligious meetings are being held there is no right what-
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ever of interference with a Freettunking one. If after
acting as suggested there is still an attempt to stop the
meeting a report should be sent to headquarters, and the
matter will be taken in hand. Il all cases the names of
willing witnesses should be secured.

We are pleased to receive good reports from indepen-
dent sources of the successful meetings in the open-air
that are being held by Messrs. Clayton and Brighton. Mr.
Clayton operates in Lancashire, and Mr.. Brighton roves
around Northumberland and Durham. They both know
how to handle an outdoor audience, partly because they
know their case, and partly because they are not easily
disturbed, and are good-tempered in dealing with the op-
position that is offered. =~ Mr. Brighton, in particular,
manages to arrange a number of debates, many with
clergymen, and these are usually profitable to the
‘“ Cause.” It does not seem as though the war has
weakened interest in the Freethought movement.

More Afeout AIlf

My old friend, Mr. Nicholas Mere, whose articles have,
I am sure, given much pleasure to readers of the Free-
thinker, has often said to me : “ You must never allow
anyone to talk you out of your common-sense.” |
might have challenged him to define the latter word—
a word, like “ reasonable,” almost indefinable—but |
knew what he meant, and | gratefully accept his com-
mon-sensed advice. Common-sense may not be easily
defined, but, like many other words and things, we
recognize it when we see it. This sterling piece of
good sense came to my mind when | read Mr. C. G. L.
Du Cann’s article on the Franco-American writer,
Henry Miller. Mr. du Cann’s article, “ What About
Alf?” is, as most of his Freethinker articles are, well-
written and informative, and had he stopped at thank-
ing God for Mr. Miller (as he does) | should have been
content to thank Mr. du Cann for introducing us to yet
one more writer who puts the individualist point of
view forcibly and well. Hut as he appears to endorse
Mr. Miller’s views—1 do not say he does, but he writes
of them in an enthusiastic strain—I think it is up to
somebody to examine Mr. Miller from what | venture
to call the common-sense angle.

I must now attempt, since | have volunteered for the
job, to tell you what 1 mean by a common-sensed out-
look. All systems of thought, philosophy, or logic
which seek to reduce our universe to monism are
against common-sense. | hold fast to this view
although | am aware that Materialism is usually classi-
fied as Monist. | hold that the every-day world, the
world which is around us, is a dualistic world, and that
common-sense requires us to recognize it as such. It
was open to God, presumably, to create a monistic
world, but he didn’'t see his way to, so we must take
the world as we find it. That is a damn nuisance, for
a dualistic world is much more difficult to live in. Just
imagine how much easier the world would be for all of
us if there was only one sex, or, better still, no such
thing as sex. But we must recognize that the two
sexes exist and make the best of it.

What is true of the dualism of sex is true of many
other human conditions and institutions. Chief
among these is the dualism of the individual and the
State, or, if you prefer it, the individual and the family,
tribe, community, nation, in ever-widening groups. We
now even talk of hemispheres; witness the New World
warning the bosses of the Old World to “ keep out.”
The individual and the community are both realities
and common-sense recognizes them as such. Each
has, or should have, its rights, its sphere of operation;
and of political constitutions, defining the sphere of
each, there is no end. The individual and the coin-
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altcnmtclvvnl,V'\G a sort of uneasy symbiosis, each
other Hen-' Moads into the lebensraum of the
But the pointt ! ", « he?rtburning and unhappiness,
times) persons oi-''e .1V e a dnalism and being (some-
this dualism ! / ateS of c’nnnon-sense we recognize
"ill afford h" "] t0 e”ect that adjustment winch
-nnertill -to aStrhUrt to eadl otlier.  Schopcn-
cllistening for J 77 1 tbis by tlle figure of hedgehog"

Now in nr! ? Ith WiHbc M iliar to many readers,

first necrgsglrf()j/etrh%% me,Wf‘ 7% lineasy adjustment it is ¢

clearly and forcibly both sides must be
a barrister will i ' CU Cann, who is, i believe,

at long last we or 1 elstand this. And here it is that

the case clearlv to HenrT Miller. He puts
forcibly and obscene!~ ~divjhdual> even if Jie PutS, '!
putting it Atti "' ('00ch we must thank hint f(i
write« there are not too main
well as Mr. MilW °r a ' Pnt_tbe individual’s case so
now. ’ nt’' hy God, it does need putting

B ) Miller’s,
But common-sense will recognize that Mr.

i.e., the individual’s, case is only half of the pict»a*-
The State has its case. It is the Fascist, or Conj'
niunist, or Totalitarian, or what-have-you case, wl"!'!
common-sense will demand shall he put and listen«-1
to. |he man or woman of common-sense will rei°fi
mz.e that as the world clianges (and no static worn
seems possible—the static world is utopian anld.,.t.he[ﬁS
fore, unreal) the intelligent individual will throw re-
weight on one side or the other as the case may
quire. Politicians, ecclesiastics, and all represE‘Ims',
lives of bodies of men will hate him and call him
wuiiip, but that can’t be helped. The choice f(r.
intelligent individual is by iio means easy at any

just now almost impossible except for the strong”
To win the war it appears to lie necessary to sl".'
individuality in the herd. To save civilization

pears to he necessary to assert more strongly than 1
individual freedom and initiative. In a word, 1

to it that while the Fascists occupy and despoil Ir
Alf shall be kept alive to finish his forthcoming OP

But, really, my Freethought comrades, are the I'l
ducts of Alf’'s brains and labour of such vital
nice, at this hour of all ? 1)o not the writing-folk 1°'
to overrate their wares?  Alf Perles 1 have tiev
heard of before. Henry Miller, | have : George
well has an excellent essay on him in his Insid<
Whale. Du Cann’s breezily-written, excellently
formative, and well-reasoned articles, grace the
of the Freethinker, a journal in which I am not
known. Pointing to my books of verse | can clam'
he a “ literary gent.” of sorts. But T would sac)'
gladly the whole of my literary output and that o'
the other literary gentlemen | have mentioned 1 'il(j
excliange, 1 could procure the liberation of Paris, a
France, and Europe from the curse now afflicting
dividuals of worth there in the name of the Ailing »
State. ¢ If all the literature of to-day were to Pcl ~
from the earth yet men be left free—really free, 1
merely politically free—we should witness a Iit9r<<+
Renaissance that would put the Renaissance 0l
Fifteenth Century into the shade.

One final point : Henry Miller, like his adrnirel”
T. S. Eliot, and Ezra Pound, belongs to the m?”
deracine (uprooted), class of people in the nio¢tW
world, the small class of American literary people
live, or lived, in Paris, Vienna (like Sinclair Lewis
his wife, Dorothy Thompson) and other Euroi.c'®
city haunts. Their writings have their value (thofifi
Pound and Eliot are both reactionaries), but their ¢
is necessarily one-sided. Common-sense will listen
the cries of those rootless men, but it will recog*'»
their exceptional position. The fact that they s*1 |
no longer in Paris, Vienna, or Florence, is the final
crushing argument that the State must be recognl®
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it . ccannot wash our hands of it, but must reform
or kill it.

oii'\; 'W.NQy”~ (another A If!) in his interesting book

] ""aire reports an interview between Voltaire and

)S'. (Johnson’s Boswell). In it the great French

~Mile referred to the English Government. It was,

I Sai(> the best Government. But, he added, “ if it

I >Incs t'lrow into tlie sea. It is for that very
p, 1= that the sea surrounds you.” Because the
HinSUlike ~ r wilU not help to throw Herr

he Into I'le Seine, even if he pleases Mr. du Cann,
I a(es not please.

Bayard Simmons

The Chimpanzee at Play

AW I'arent will recognize that children have fashions
I~ ‘eir pastimes. There has recently, for instance,
t, 'a VoRue in stamp-collecting. At another period

u bine.honoured game of marbles will be ‘“‘all the
0 ' or it may be kite-flying, spinning tops and so

> »

lj, °i'ler found that apes, too, nad fashions in their
lp— ~ y°" Prcss the point that human fashions are

.determined by the seasons of the year, then
\A&‘Ji!jolds also with the apes. In the summer they
moisten pieces of straw and hold them out to
(™M1 ants. The food motive, note, could not be
|,y"llllant> for there were plenty of ants to be captured

"N 'Ss interesting means.

a ‘ Hoiher popular pursuit was digging for roots with
ji’ le'r the latter being used with foot and hand in the

"nicr of 1spade. They took a lively interest in each
o™ s plots
M .n°ther fashion was stone-throwing, in which Chica
W] ,CvC<l an accuracy of aim far exceeding Kohler's

eu lie tried, by that means, to cure this gymnast of
j,~ LK on the stockade roof. An even more human

InR was the love of teasing creatures more stupid
j,~ themselves, such as liens. The hens from an ad-

u Ld poultry-run would be invited up to the bound-
' °( the apes’ quarters by bread. (The chance
thiding of crumbs during feeding time had opened
1 'his iiossibilily). An ape would hold out a piece of
I'ead jO enjjce a victim and then withdraw it at the
jtn s approach. This can be repeated many times bc-

e the hen “ gets wise.” Or, as an alternative, the
'“suspecting fowl would find itself poked heartily with

st'ck by another ape lying in wait.

~ is interesting to note that Rana, the most stupid

and Sultan, the most intelligent, fed the hens, but

1 different ways. Whereas Rana threw it, Sultan
Strew it, not at them, but to them.

Aests were made, not only for use, but for play.
‘.apes were suggested by the material available; the
rllg was made first, and the rest left incomplete if all

€ stuff was used up.
dA quite human weakness was displayed in the love

Personal ornamentation. Bits of rag and twigs
‘uld be used; Tschego, the mature female, hung a
Alain round her neck; Tercera pul strings round her
liirs, or anything that would satisfy the purpose of
Singling. Sultan carried empty tins about, and dis-
l'overed the acoustic effect of making noises into them,
bliica even carried on her back a 9 Ib. block of lava,
""d this same ape also made a speciality of the “ jump-
"'@stick,” which she used for vaulting, this being an
after-effect of an experiment.

The idea of decoration possibly came from placing
krass on tbo shoulders when it was raining. When
decorated the ape became strutting and self-important,
'‘wen to the point of unusual aggressivness. The feel-
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ing of something moving with the body apparently
makes the bearer feel richer and statelier. (The ladies
will permit me at this juncture to direct attention to
their car-rings.)

The apes easily conceived the idea of accumulating
private property, and collections were made of all
kinds of rubbish. When not in use, Tschego would
cram her valuables, such as smooth stones, into her
sex-lap. This mature ape was also the most interested
in painting her body. The apes would moisten white
clay in their mouths before daubing it on the walls
and doors, and Tschego also painted Her own legs.
Observations on apes are here purely relevant to the
study of primitive art.

Some of the apes had a liking for getting into a sack
and rolling in it many metres at a great speed. Pranks
would often be played on the passing bundle. Or an
ape would be seen dragged along like a corpse by a
comrade, or one would walk along with another hang-
ing on by the neck. Then came the fashion of
spinning round like a top; in this Tschego and Chica
got a forward movement with their rotations, and the
former would proceed to the accompaniment of her
friend Grande’s thumpings.

We are now prepared to find a collective dance
emerging. Two apes would be wrestling round a post.
More would join in and the post became a centre like a
maypole. Konsul had already shown a love for plac-
ing his hands on the shoulders of a comrade, and then
following in her footsteps. 'Fllis popular little fellow
would often be invited to do this by the others, who
would place themselves in position. Possibly Konsul
had seen Sultan try to use the keeper as a ladder. This
idea spread, and a whole line of apes would trot in that
fashion round a centre—the idea of a centre having
first been supplied by a material object such as a post.
Rhythmic stamping followed.

How is the idea of rhythm born? Kohler does not
take within his immediate scope the question of these
origins, and we can only surmise. We know, for in-
stance, that Grande developed a habit of thumping.
The length of her arm, a constant quantity, would no
doubt often give some approximate consistency to the
time span between each thump. Collective expecta-
tion, facilitated by rhythm, brings unanimity and so
keeps the social demonstration going. We are en-
titled to assume that gregarious tendencies have been
biologically useful. And in the case of primitive man
collective action would befit' a tribe to succeed in war-
fare against less united tribes. A primitive war-dance
is a most instructive pheomenon. There is no need for
the modern materialist to shirk explanations in the
realm of aesthetics. .Our love of art and music arc
natural emergents from the animal history of man-
kind.

Coming back to the chimpanzees, we find leadership
in these dances, just as there are leaders in human
parades. Tschego’s size and maturity made her the
accepted leader, and if she varied the dance by rotating
on her own axis the others would follow suit. She
would sometimes lead them, decorated and important,
in and out of two posts or boxes, and on these occa-
sions Rana would often take the wrong turn and throw
the whole thing out of gear.  Konsul, the comedian,
would sometimes step out of the circle and wave his
arms in accompaniment, and in time to the trotting.
Each time fat Tschego came round he would catch her
a sounding smack behind.

If Kohler himself started the game he would be
joined by two more. If he stopped they would look
dejected : they evidently relied on leadership.

We shall next inquire how the apes compare with
human being in their feelings, sympathies and emo-
tions.

G. Il. Tayiur
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Religion and Nonsense

[We have been requested to print the following, written
during the last war, April 14, igi8"" and gladly do so. It
is quite applicable to the moment.]

We said last week that nothing seemed strong enough
to stop the clergy talking nonsense. And the state-
ment applies with equal force to religious writers as a
whole.  Presumably it is the fault of the subject.
One cannot touch pitch and reniain undefined, and
one cannot preach on a nonsensical subject and talk
sense. , When Charles It. was asked how he could
account for the popularity of a certain shallow-minded
preacher, he replied that “ His norisense suited their
nonsense,” and the reply serves as an explanation of
much that occurs to-day. Anyway, we had hardly
got rid of last week’s notes before we came across an-
other illustration of what we had said, this time from
the Times, which provides its readers with a weekly
religious article frdm an anonymous correspondent.
The article is entitled “ The Easter Assurance. An
Answer to a Moral Demand.” Where the moral
demand exists it is impossible to say. It is as im-
aginary as the assurance is doubtful.
find comfort in the writer’'s “
justify Charles’s
their nonsense.

What is the “ Easter assurance?” What is “ the
moral demand ” to which an answer is given? The
Easter message is, of course, the resurrecton. ‘‘Christ
has risen ” !  And that follows upon the Christmas
message of Peace on earth, good will to men! The
first part of the message is a satire, tire second is an
insult to civilized reason. Think of “ Peace on
eartli ” when the nations who accept and profess the
message are engaged in more ruthless slaughter than
the world has yet seen, when the deaths of only a few
hundred men are summed up in tire laconic message
“ All was quiet at the Front yesterday " ! 'When
has there been peace on earth during the whole period
of Christian history? Christian peace is like Christian,
veracity : it is something peculiar to itself. There is
nothing like it in the world. And it is well for the
world that there is liot. It would be better still for
the world if neither were so general. And the satire
is equalled by the insult. A resurrection from the
dead is beyond human belief, because it is outside the
power of human conception. No one can believe it
to be true, one can only say one believes it. The
savage credits it because he is ignorant of the pro-
cesses of life arid of the nature of death. The civilized
man cannot because his knowledge of life and death—
imperfect though that knowledge may be—excludes
real belief. A mere formula is made to usurp the
place of reasoned conviction. The modern Christian
does really try hard to remain a savage, but he is not
altogether independent of his environment. The
modern man will out, and the faith of the savage is
apt to wear thin when it runs up against the insistent
pressure of civilized life.

The Tillies writer is concerned with the many thou-
sands of young-men who have died and are dying
during the War. To them and to us, he says, “ faith
in the resurrection assures us that those who have
passed out of our sight have lost nothing that made
their life true and beautiful.” How so? Faith in
the resurrection of Jesus can prove nothing so far as
we are concerned. If Christ was Clod how can what
happened to him be any indication of what will hap-
pen to us? On the Christian hypothesis he belonged
to an altogether different order from that to which we
belong. His resurrection may prove that Gods will
not remain in the grave, it has no bearing upon what
will happen to man. And he did many things that

explanation—His nonsense suits
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are beyond our power. TO commence with, tejjj
himself born without an earthly father. 1 'nv a
of us can accomplish that? He fed thousandsj’ ~
few loaves and fishes, and had more food Ic ‘* ~
end of the meal than he had at the beginning-
even the Government Food Controller can 0 a
He walked on the waves, stilled the tempest ™', cr(ed
word, cast devils out of men and women, ¢ n
water into wine. How many of us can ° ~
things? And if we cannot imitate him m
things, why should we be able to imitate hi'v ~ g .
irig from the dead ? His end matched his IjCgl!l ,ins
Both are equally reasonable; and the man who
by crediting the one has naturally, no difficu
accepting the other. If he was a God liis exaffll »
useless to us. If he was a man his birth, life» atl
surrection are, in the light of reason, a tissue 0
tastic absurdities. G

The Christian doctrine of a future life, welare ~
answers the moral demand that good shall preva’
does nothing of the kind. The moral demand is
right shall prevail, not somewhere else, but h?\rla‘dn
a postponement is not an answer. When a
done, the moral demand is not satisfied because
one is.punished for it. The moral demand is - -,
shall not occur at all. Man'’s faith in God is stra’ »
because the wrong occurs; it is not strengthen*
being told that in some place God has straign
it all out again. That is merely stupefying the n”°
sense with the narcotic faith. And reason is
reflect that, if there be a God, he made this Wod &
well as the next. It would surely have been as e™c
to him to so arrange this world that the reason»
demands of the moral sense should be satisfied-
plea of another world in which God has made t»*
right, is an admission that in this world he has
them all wrong. It is bringing God under the F'
diction of a First Offenders Act. God is giv®",.
other chance to redeem his character—some'.'dlﬂc
else. He has admittedly forfeited it here; he WIII rc
reform, and vindicate it there. Man is very foflP;
to his gods. He excuses their blunders and Pa u-
their iniquities. He hopes that God will behave
self better in the next world. He knows lie has c
ducted himself but poorly in this. A future I''e fC
which the thousaud-and-one injuries of this lifc ‘u
to be removed is the hypothesis of a knave that "
satisfy oulv the credulity of a fool. R

The future cannot undo the past. An mll _ -
once done, remains an injustice for ever. Think
the folly, the criminal foily, of telling the peopb f
Belgium, or Siberia, or Poland, who have seen
hotnes ruined, their sons and brothers and f»" 1
killed, their daughters, sisters, and mothers outrag
that justice will be done in the next world! N
venge—natural, inevitable revenge—may be grating
but will that restore the.life of the one or the ho"I»
of the other? How can the next world make £" »
the loss of the many thousands of young lives .j
might have been spent in labour to make the "0
better worth living in? It is this world that nic"!®
their loss; it is this world that is the poorer for la j
going. Poorer it might have been had they laCJl,e
the courage to face the prospect of departure; bin f
loss remains a loss none the less. Our grief over t*
death bears witness to tire loss we have sustained, j!
it gives the lie to the pulpit theorizing of these PI
traffickers in human sorrow. It is bad enough 1 *
our moral sense should be outraged by the slangl
of the world’s youth, but surely there is no need
outrage our reason by this attempted justification
their death.

Death sits crowned in thousands of homes to-(la®
arid will sit enthroned in many more with the parrgw
of each day’s sun. The fact is before us, gross

Soi»e’
that it
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Pdpable, and we all face it with what resolution we
"%e Rut it is surely unnecessary to pretend that
1lis world-disaster is a blessing in disguise, and that
chUdish faith is a fantastic future life compensates
or the loss the world is experiencing. It is a he to
s7 that those who have died “ have lost nothing that
nmele their life true and beautiful,” even though it
"lay be true they would have lived a poorer life had
I\ lacked the courage to lose it. 'they have lost all.
" twre is a gain, it lies with those who remain. The
lir'lit from the dead lies with the living; but it need
JI't be the base gain of these profiteers of the pulpit.
I,r young men have faced death with their heads up
their eyes open, and we only show ourselves
m of their sacrifice when we clear our minds of
¢ ax face their loss with something of the same
Jrage with which they faced their end.

Chapman Cohen

Islam and Christendom

(Continued from page 549)

(f* Kapproach to History—at best a dubious collocation
I' (ata surviving by accident—may take several paths
'betting up particular vistas. The record covers all as-
"II;,C, however imperfectly, or manifestations of human
"°veinent and achievement.
'Pfi to be surveyed that its entire compass would call
11 akind of encyclopaedic content. To few is it given
" egistcr this possession. So the tendency is to con-
Matrate on what appeals to the student as of especial
Hrt- The weakness here is emphasizing the per-
ii. - Persuasion as of chief import. Thus one may be
n'*t'cnlarly interested, say, in the development of
JIr'sic>or, the changing fashion and peculiarities of
im s>clothing, adornment. Another in tlie multiple
(J} 'Uiiicnts and modes employed in extending the art
"ar and systematic homicide. To one mind the
j’ ctacle presented through the ages by the successive
rtenes, the'rise and fall and ruin of empires, is ab-
ot Illg. A different temperament is affected over the
and vicissitudes of the “ Proletai'iat,” whoever
‘nay include; and the “ materialist interpretation
Ofgi]story, whatever this may be taken to mean, and
W*n lhe present connexion we are concerned mainly
I'l'l belief; the interaction of diverse “ cults,” evoked
ji'."H'e human mind seeking explication of the nature of
gl included under the generic term “ religion.”
O review the reactions, internal and external, of two
'“standing faiths; and to sum up their influence on
‘at, to the writer, is the supreme interest of all.
'c search, that is, after truth regarding the problem
Existence and valid knowledge thereon, and its cor-
' yy—rational pursuit of the Art of laving.
. Islam and Christendom in their developed form, as
lay impacted from the ninth century onwards, were
)1 simply an organized faith, ritual, doctrine but
""lity, a legal and social system. Christendom, West
'['he Adriatic, incorporated on the material plane sur-
.'ring elements front the ruin of the Imperial regime,
't ignored much of value in antique Culture. The
*Wantine Empire preserved largely intact this lierit
"~c. until weakened by inroads of barbaric forces on
northern frontiers, and the pressure of Islam to the
.«nth and East'. The Civil Constitution rested on the
TO,nan Law as codified and simplified by the
jurists of Justinian in the sixth century. The
~aion Law of the Church regulated the spiritual
moral relations of the faithful in the light
its creed. The theory of a revived Holy Roman
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Empire, and the office of Caesar in the Carolingian
House by the Roman Church, created a centre of
Supernatural and Secular Authority in one. The
Feudal system, amid the confusion of the time, gave a
cohesive principle to barbaric factors slowly coalescing
into the national kingdoms of a later period. All
which, whatever its limitations, roughly subserved the
needs of a new order. If the Eastern or Greek Church
refused recognition to the Paramount Claims of Rome,
each communion presented an organic theocratic
polity.

Muslim law was rooted at 'its first stage in the tribal
customs of Arabia, as modified under the dictates of
Mohammed and the precepts delivered in the Koran;
who brought a measure of original intelligence to bear
on the conduct of His community. These things
touched infanticide, blood feuds, polygamy, property,
reducing marriage to a legal quartette; and were linked
with ritual practices, prayer, alms, inhibitions, and
the like—the whole forming a quasi-religious code.

. . As the Saracen power extended over foreign
lands it included subject peoples of a more complex
material culture and usage with their own indigenous
customs. As the Caliphate became consolidated, los-
ing something of its first fanaticism in the process, it
had to take account of these conditions, and, as they
affected Muslims themselves. So the intimate Islamic
rule came to be related to changing circumstances :—

There has grown up in every Moslem country at
least two systems of Courts, the one administering
this Canon Law, and taking cognizance of private
and family affairs such as marriage, divorce, inherit-
ance, its officials also giving rulings on purely per-
sonal religious questions, etc.; the other, the true law
courts of the land, administering codes based on local
custom and the decrees of the local rulers. . . . Non-
Moslem communities settled in Moslem territory have
been uniformly permitted to administer and judge
themselves according to their own customs and laws.
Save when they come into direct contact and conflict
with Moslems, they are left to themselves with a con-
temptuous tolerance. . . . The Islam of theory cannot
conceive of a mixed State, it takes account only of a
State containing none but Moslems, and its ideal is
that the whole world will in the end form such a
State. In practice then Moslems try to shut their
eyes to the existence of non-Moslems in their midst
and make no provision for them until compelled.
That a non-Moslem should have the same position as
a Moslem is unthinkable. This, of course, produces
an attitude of extreme contempt. The only citizens
arc Moslems, and all others are to be looked down
upon and left to themselves. What they do or think

among themselves does not matter, they are outside
the ring-fence of Islam. ... 1

During the medieval period more Christians and

non-Muslims were subject to Islamic Authority
than the reverse. Their toleration varied on
occasion with the character and humanity of

the reigning House or Sovereign—a tempered absolut-
ism. Thus some of the heretical Eastern sects found
its regime more favourable than the bigoted Ortho-
doxy of Hyz.aulium. 1l Spain, under the more en-
lightened Caliphs, Jews and Christians enjoyed a
measure of intermittent equality.  With its re-con-
quest by the Catholic powers the surviving Moriseoes
were reduced to a servile status until their final expul-
sion from the country. This opens up an issue to be
dealt with later.

So these two systems lived in a political vicinage for
centuries without one exerting the least influence over
the Dogmatic Constitution of the other.  Apostacy
was a mortal offence or mortal sin. For what grounds
of compromise could there be between the Christian
Church, its divine institution by the Sou of God, with
a final revelation of the divine purpose and means of

1 Fncy. Brit. (= *“ Totalitarianism.”)
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Salvation after the partial dispensation of Judaism—
and this pretender from Arabia! What interest in an
alleged vouehsafement made up of rhapsody, Jewish
and other Eastern tradition or superstition, contem-
ning and denying its own subtle Trinitarianism by
positing a Unitarian Deity ! . . .

For the Muslim these subtleties were so many ob-
structions to direct communion with Allah—to one who
“ walked with God ” from day to day. To his simple
worship its gorgeous ritual was so much idolatry, its
ascetic code antipathetic to his own social amenities;
while its “ celestial choir ” paled before the vision of
his glowing futurity. . . .Beyond intermittent lethal
hostility the rivals sustained a choice line of abusive
reference : “infidel, paynim, arch-impostor Mahound” ;
“ giaour, Nazarene '’ !
plemented by unquestioning credulity on either hand
—each consigning the other cheerfully to Hell.

Yet, transcending doctrinal issues, the instinct of the
West in its resistance to Islam was sound. For it em-
bodied the element that distinguishes European
culture from all its predecessors—the “ classic ” tradi-
tion of republican freedom and independence in its
nascent form as seen in the institutions and literature
of antique Greece and Rome. Though long sub-
merged beneath a tide of Ecclesiasticisin, it was des-
tinued to revive amid new circumstance and influence
thought and action in the modern age. It included,
too, aesthetic achievement in art, drama, sculpture
which the arid “ puritanism '’ of Islam negatived on
that side. A system springing from an alien ethno-
graphical environment void of any similar principle
whatever.  Just as Republican Rome by destroying
Carthage,—the centre of an Oriental predatary power
with a native horrific cult overshadowing the Mediter-
ranean—prevented its domination and conserved this
for centuries as a European Sea.

The line of positive causality lay outside theology
in the field of material interest, commercial associa-
tion; and, through an access of free thought and scien-
tific curiosity. It remains to appraise this sequence

Austkn Vkrnijy
(To be concluded)

HE PROVED I111S CASE

A firm of eastern attorneys recently requested that a
midwest lawyer furnish more complete information re-
garding the title to an old lease.

The westerner had an abstract prepared showing
“chain of title,” checked it to prove correct legal form
hack to 1779 and sent the papers east.

The “ big city ” lawyer approved the title as far back
as 1779, but requested that it be traced back more com-
pletely, in order to show a flawless record of ownership.

The midwest lawyer replied :

“ Please he advised that in the year 1779, the Conti-
nental Congress of what is now the United States of
America acquired title to this property from the British
Crown, at the points of bayonets in the hands of Ameri-
can soldiers, led by Colonel George Rogers Clark, by the
capture of Port Sackville, at Vincennes, Indiana.

“ The British Crown had previously acquired title from
France by conquest. 'lI'lie title of France was acquired
from Spain by conquest.

“ The Spanish title was based on the discoveries of one
Christopher Columbus, a Genoese sailor, who had been
duly authorized and commissioned to embark upon this
voyage of discovery by lIsabella, the Queen of Spain.

“ Isabella, before granting such authority, had obtained
the approval of ..is Holiness the Pope. The Pope is the
vicar on earth of Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is the son
and heir apparent of God—and God made the Midwest.”

This chain of title was accepted as perfect by the
eastern law firm, and the trade was closed.

Truth Seeker (New York)
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Bethnal Green and Hackney Branch -
Park, near the Bandstand) : 3.15, Mr. W. G. Frazer. n
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North London Branch N.S.S. (White Stone Poné‘
stead) : 11.30, Sunday, Mr; L. Ebury. Parin™"
Fields, 3.30, Sunday, Mr. L. Ebury.

South London Branch N.S.S. (Brockwell Park) : 3
T. H. PlStOI) 'ftiUI’S'

West London Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park) : 7-3°’'gunday.
day, Mr. E. C. Sapliin and supporting speakers.

3.0, until dusk, various speakers.
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Blackburn Market : 7.0, Sunday, Mr. J. CIayton.U_ a
BiyTh (The Fountain) : 7.0, Monday, Mr. Je "1 ne
Dariington (Market Steps) : 7.0, Sunday, Nr- |
Brighton.
Mrs- M
Edinburgh Branch N.S.S. (Mound) : 7-o,
Whitefleld.
Hicham : 7.30, Wednesday, Mr. J. Clayton.
N\

Iluncoat : 7.30, Thursday, Mr. J. Clayton.
Newcastle (Bigg Market) : 7.0, Friday, Mr. J. T. 1?nu'M.

North Shields (Harbour View) : 7.0, Wednesday,
J. T. Brighton.

Scoutbottom (ROssendale); 7.30, Friday, Mr. J- Cla>'t0"
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i Cinemas, Garages, and Building Finance.
;. trict or town. Enquiries without obligation.
» High Street, Kingskmd, London. E.8
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RATIONALIST EVALUATIONS

AND
THE TRUE DIRECTION OF CIYILIZATION

By AUSTEN YERNEY

Presents a doctrine based on a Libertarian Ide”

of .Social Progress and Ascendant Life, as agai"st

all Totalitarian and Dictatorial Systems what-
ever.

i id
Heath Cranton Ltd., 6 Fleet Lane, London, E.C.4. 6l
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Some Pioneer Press Publications

BOOKS BY CHAPMAN COHEN

A GRAMMAR OF FREETHOUGHT. a Statement
° tlie Case for Freethouglit, including a Criticism of
‘undamental Religious Doctrines. Cloth Bound, 3s. 6d.,
Postage y/A.

BRADLAUGH AND INGERSOLL.
1postage 3d.

DETERMINISM OR FREE-WILD? An Exposition

the Subject in the Light of the Doctrines of Evolu-
tlon. Second Edition. Half-Cloth, 2s. 6d., postage 2%d.
ESSAYS IN FREETHINKING. First, Second, Third,
f'ourth and Fifth Series. Five Vols., post free 12s. 6d.,
each volume 2s. 6d., postage 2'/id.

FOUNDATIONS OF RELIGION. A Lecture delivered
at Manchester College, Oxford, with Appendix of Illus-
trative Material. Paper, 9d., postage id.

FOUR 1lectures ON FREETHOUGHT AND
FIFE. Price, is., postage iyid.

CHRISTIANITY, SLAVERY AND LABOUR. Fourth
Edition. Cloth, 2s. 6d., postage 3d.; paper, is. 6d.,
Postage 2d.

COD AND THE UNIVERSE. With a Reply by Prof.
A. S. Eddington. Cloth, 3s., postage 3d.; paper, 2s.,
Postage 2d.

LETTERS TO THE LORD. Cloth, 2s., postage 2d.;
Paper, is., postage 2d.

LETTERS TO A COUNTRY VICAR. Containing
eiglit letters in reply to questions from a South Country
Vicar. Cloth, 2s., postage 2d.; paper, is., postage iyid.

Cloth, as. 6d.,

G. W. FOOTE

BIBLE ROMANCES. 2S. 6d., postage 3d.

SHAKESPEARE & OTHER LITERARY ESSAYS.
Cloth, 3s. 6d., postage 3d.

The BIBLE HANDBOOK. For Freethinkers and
Inquiring Christians. (With W. P. Bai.i,). Seventh Edi-
tion as* 6d., postage 2/id.

THE JEWISH LIFE OF CHRIST. Translated from
tlie Hebrew. Preface by G. W. Foote. 6d., postage JNd.

The PHILOSOPHY OF SECULARISM. 2d.,
postage Yyid.

WILL CHRIST SAVE US? 2d., postage Yid.

G. W. FOOTE and A. D. McLAREN
INFIDEL DEATH-BEDS. Cloth, 2s., postage 3d.

Col. R. G. INGERSOLL

ABOUT THE HOLY BIBLE. 3d., postage id.

MISTAKES OF MOSES. 2d., postage Yid.

ORATION ON THOMAS PAINE. 2d., postage yid.

ROME OR REASON ? A Reply to Cardinal Manning.
3d., postage id.

THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 2d., postage 7A.

THE HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH, id., postage 7A.

THE TRUTH ABOUT THE CHURCH. id.,
postage yid.
WHAT IS RELIGION? Contains Col. Tngersoll's

Confession of Faith, id., postage yid.
WHAT IS IT WORTH. A Study of the Bible,
postage '/id.

id.,

Dr. ARTHUR LYNCH
BRAIN AND MIND. 6d., postage id.

Write for Catalogue, to the Manager,

MATERIALISM RESTATED. Contains chapters on :
A Question of Prejudice—Some Critics of Materialism-
Materialism in History—What is Materialism ?—Science
and Pseudo-Science—The March of Materialism—On
Cause and Effect—The Problem of Personality. Cloth,
3s. 6d., postage 2JA.

OPINIONS : RANDOM REFLECTIONS AND WAY-
SIDE SAYINGS. W.ith Portrait of Author. Calf, 5s.;
Cloth Gilt, 3s. 6d., postage 3d.

PAGAN SURVIVALS IN MODERN THOUGHT.
Cloth, 2s. 6d., postage 3d.; paper, is 6d., postage 2d.

RELIGION AND SEX. Studies in the Pathology of
Religious Development. 6s., postage 6d.

SELECTED HERESIES. Cloth Gilt, 3s.
postage 3d.

THE OTHER SIDE OF DEATH. A Critical Examin-
ation of the Belief in a Future Life, with a Study of
Spiritualism from the Standpoint of the New Psy-
chology. Cloth Bound, 2s. 6d., postage 2}id.; paper,
is. 6d., postage 2d.

THEISM OR ATHEISM? The Great Alternative.
An Exhaustive Examination of the Evidences on Behalf
of Theism, with a Statement of the Case for Atheism.
Bound in full Cloth, Gilt Lettered, 3s. 6d., postage 2}id.

WOMAN AND CHRISTIANITY. The story of the
Exploitation of a Sex. is., postage id.

6d.,

W. MANN

MODERN MATERIALISM. A Candid Examination.
Taper, is. 6d., postage i~d-

SCIENCE AND THE SOUL.
Infidel Death-Beds.

THE RELIGION
postage yid.

With a Chapter on
3d., postage id.
OF FAMOUS

MEN. id.,

THOMAS PAINE

THE AGE OF REASON. Complete edition, 202 pp,,
with a 44-p. introduction by Chapman Cohen. Price 6d.,
postage 2'/d. Or strongly bound in cloth with portrait,
is. 6d., postage 3d.

JOHN M. ROBERTSON

THOMAS PAINE. An Investigation of Sir Leslie
Stephen’s criticism of Paine’s influence on religions
and political reform. An indispensable work for all
who are interested in Paine and his influence. 6d.,
postage id.

BAYARD SIMMONS
FANFARE FOR FREETHOUGHT. A Collection of
Verse, wise and witty, filling a gap in Freethought
propagandist literature. Specially and tastefully printed
and bound, is., postage 2d.
F. A. HORNIBROOK

SOME CHRISTIAN TYPES. 4d., postage id.
WITHOUT RESERVE. 2s. 6d., postage y/2d. '
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Almost An Autobiography

By CHAPMAN COHEN

CHAPTERS

An Apology for this Book 6. The “ Freethinker”

How | Began 7. Unchanging Absurdities
On Books and Reading 8. Modes of Approach
Freethought Propaganda 9. Gain and Loss

My Education 10 Here, There and Farewell
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This Book does not easily fall into the usual category of Auto-

biographies. It sums up the experience of fifty years continuous

work on the Freethought platform and in the Press. It will prove

of interest to religious, non-religious and anti-religious readers.

The author does not hesitate to criticize presentations of the

Freethought case, as well as attacking with his customary logical
precision religious theories and points of view.

Price Six Shillings. By post Fivepence extra

CLOTH GILT FIVE PLATES /

FASCISM & CHRISTIANITY
HUMANITY AND Chapman Cohen

WA R (Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.)

This is a timely and appropriate propa-

BY gandist pamphlet, and should be circulated
as widely and as wisely as possible.
CHAPMAN COHEN Packets of Fifty copies will be sent post
free for 4s. 6d.
ONE PENNY. By post Threehalfpence
Forty pages, with cover. Threepence,
postage id. extra. This isa Freethinker’s
view of the whole subject of war, fearlessly h—
and simply expressed. In order to assist
in its circulation eight copies will be sent I M O T H E R O F G O D '
for Two Shillings postage paid. Terms 1 BY *
for larger quantities on application. | G W. FOOTE |
il' Post Free 2jd. I
f*! 4
J Send at once for a Supply | A
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