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Views and Opinions.

The Moral of War.

Mr. Norman Angcll must be, one would think, a
Sadly justified man. Some years before the war he
Virotc a book called The Great lllusion. It dealt with
*he obsolete ideas that lay at the root of war, and
Pointed out that these ideas, however applicable they
°nce may have been, had lost all rational justification
to-day. He did not say that wars were impossible, nor
that they would not occur. What he insisted on was
that they were in no sense of the word a paying
Exposition, neither morally, intellectually, nor
Oiancially. With regard to the last aspect he pointed
ut that it was impossible in the present state of the
world to make the loser pay the cost of a war. You
Inkht exact an indemnity, but that would be cutting
1 your nose to avenge your face. The loser lost, but
~ did the winner. This last argument appealed with
Xine force to a people nourished on Christianity, even

ough the moral and intellectual aspects of the case
~ 1 comparatively flat, and The Great lllusion began

»lake its existence felt. Then came the war, and

U'spaper men—whom one must charitably assume
j Ver read anything worth reading, and think still

S—began to make a butt of Mr. Angell. He was

ctured as saying that war would not occur, which he

°Ver did say, the war itself was pointed to as a
d'SEPoof of his theories, and our journalists and
POI'I-'icians, who delight in telling the people—in a
~undabout way— that they arc the easiest gulled fools
a the face of the earth, whispered darkly that Mr.
ij was probably being fed with German gold—
~ snevik gold had not then come into fashion— and

d Was assumed lie had received his quietus.

m * * *

Fruits of Victory.

abo 1 ~IC War canie to an cml. And e victors set
ty~d reaping the fruits of victory. They said they

collect an indemnity, and so they may. But

.ler the indemnity is worth the collecting is
~jj. cr Question. If at the time of the armistice the
ado'CB 'laC* ¢xc~cd °n another policy than the one
ancMwe had been able to reduce our bill for

ann ’'d'ding forces to, say one hundred millions

hundr " WC'sh®Md by this time have been nearly three
dXre”~ millions in pocket, which is, quite clearly,

an Wec shall ever be aide to get out of Germany.

Judy

io, 1921. Price Threepence
We collect, but the cost of collecting, direct and in-
direct, outweighs all we get. So it happens that what
Mr. Angell said would happen has come to pass. The
victor loses, financially, quite as much as the van-
quished, and there is in addition the fact that we have
all combined to fill the world with the spirit of war,
and thus have a bill to pay in moral and intellectual
damage, which each nation must settle itself. We have
created a number of new and small nationalities and
have so helped to bring into existence new oppor-
tunities of warfare. For in order to keep in the fashion
the first move of these new born nationalities is to get
an army. That is the hall mark of their independence.
And having got each its army, the next move is to
look round for someone to fight, or what is as good, to
look round for someone ready to fight them, for it
would be too stupid for the average militarist to de-
mand an army unless there was a probability of its
being used. What has happened is exactly what we
were warned would happen, and worse still, so far as
one can see, no large numbers of people appear to have
learned the lesson they should have learned.

* * *

Patriotism—True and False.

But Mr. Angell has returned to the attack, and in a
new book, The Fruits of Victory, he again offers advice
to the peoples of the world—which may or may not be
taken. He says:—

The Political Reformation in Europe will come by
guestioning the whole philosophy of*patriotism, the
morality or the validity, in terms of human well-
being, of a principle like that of “ my country right
or wrong ” ; by questioning whether a people really
benefit by enlarging the frontiers of their State;
whether “greatness ” in a nation particularly matters;
whether the man of the small State is not in all the
great human values the equal of the man of the great
Empire; whether we have not loyalties to other things
as well as to our State; whether we do not in our
demand for national sovereignty ignore international
obligations without which the nations can have neither
security nor freedom.

One does not need to be a prophet to say that the first
thing that will be said of that message is that it is anti-
patriotic. And whether that is a reproach or not will
entirely depend upon the meaning one attaches to
patriotism. Or, if it be said that patriotism can only
mean one thing, namely, love of one’s country, that
only effects a verbal change in the question. When
am | really and intelligently loving my country ? Does
it consist in an intelligent study of the conditions that
make one’s fellow countrymen better and happier, or
in a mere blind hatred of outsiders? Is the maxim
F.ngland before all, or France before all, or America
before all, intellectually and morally and financially
more respectable than Germany before all ? Is the
man who shouts loudest about “ Patriotism ” motived
by a genuine love of his fellows at home, or by hatred
of the other fellow abroad ? Is his patriotism moving
on the level of primitive tribalism, or on that of an en-
lightened civilization ? These are questions worthy of
serious consideration, and their answer determines the
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course of civilization and the welfare of our country
—whoever we may be.

* * *

Man and the Herd.

Let us put it that primarily the feeling of patriotism
rests upon that of allegiance to the group. And it may
further be taken that loyalty to the group is one of the
conditions of social survival. Again, so far as a small,
isolated, self-supporting group is concerned it may go
its way without being in the least concerned over the
well-being of other groups, and may even hate the
outsider with all the energy of the modern noisy type
of patriot without the welfare of the group being in-
jured or its development vitally impaired. So might
two men behave living on adjacent islands but having
no relations with each other. But place the two men
on one small island, situate them so that they cannot
escape one another’s society, imagine them dependent
upon each other’s labour for some degree of their com-
fort, and a consideration of each other’s welfare be-
comes active. Is the situation in the least degree
different if for individuals WE substitute nations? It
is one of the inescapable facts of the situation that
there is not a single nation of any size or importance
in the world to which all other nations are not more or
less linked and with whose welfare they are not vitally
concerned. When the war commenced we pointed out
that it was not so much a European war or even a
world war as it was civil war. And it was civil war
because it was the various parts of what had become
from sheer force of circumstances one huge organism
that was in conflict. And if that be granted it follows
that the intelligent patriot, the real well-doer to his
country, is not the man who is filled with the ideal of
placing his own country over all, and who, during
periods of conflict, advertises his “ patriotism ” in
rabid outbursts of hatred, but the one who sees that
the welfare of his own group can to-day be achieved
only through the co-operation of others. The nation
is still there as a centre of local culture, but if it is to
flourish as a nation it can only be by learning to take
its place as an organ of the world-wide organism of
humanity.

> * * *

False Values.

It is one of the curses of the situation that the
Christian nations, with their barely concealed world-
wide policy of piracy and exploitation, have created a
qguite wrong standard of value. They have per-
petuated the value of huge possessions, of vast wealth,
of gigantic fighting machines, and they have forced
these things upon the world as the only things in virtue
of which a nation is to be called “ great.” Before the
war Germany was admittedly one of the “ Great
Lowers ” of Europe. Why? It was not meant that
every German was a better man or woman than any
inhabitant of Sweden or Holland or Switzerland. No,
it was simply that Germany possessed a huge fighting
machine, and held much territory. But Germany
divested of its monarchy, of its huge army and grow-
ing navy—they have at least won those benefits from
the war, and so far are the only European nation that
lias derived any benefit from it— will be a better nation
than it was as the danger spot of Europe. Yet, it
seems likely, certainly if her enemies have their way,
that she will be counted as one of the smaller Powers.
So we have the anomaly that the better Germany will
be the third rate power, while the worse Germany
was cheerfully acclaimed the greater one! We have to
revalue our values if we are going to make the world a
place that is really worth living in. We must learn
to think of the nation that is made up of great men
and women rather than of the nation that counts itself
great only because it does more trade, or owns more’
territory, or has a larger and better equipped army
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than its neighbour. The “ Patriot ” whose patriotism
consists largely of foaming at the mouth during a
brief peiriod of war—but who is not above taking
advantage of the war to fill his pocket at the expense
of his fellow countrymen—will give place to the
genuine and enlightened patriotism of the man who is
willing to give to his fellows during times of peace in

such a way as to make war impossible.

* * *

Humanity as an Organism.

Nearly thirty years ago in the chapter of his Study of
Sociology dealing with the “ Bias of Patriotism,”
Spencer rightly traced the intense patriotic feeling of
the anti-outsider to an exaggerated egotism, and he
looked forward to a time when “ the decreasing
antagonisms of societies ” would lead to a more en-
lightened and a more beneficial manifestation of the
patriotic sentiment. We must lift our patriotism from
the scalp hunting level of the savage to the more en-
lightened level of the informed mind of to-day. It is
not loving your country less to hate the foreigner less,
it may only be that you are loving more intelligently-
It is not being less patriotic to insist that one’s own
country cannot be great while it pins its faith to the
methods of the past and glorifies a repetition of the
actions of the past, it is merely translating patriotism
in terms of the conditions of present day betterment.
States arc not of necessity great because they are large,
nor do they live because of their military strength-
Athens was one of the smallest of cities, belonging to
a state that was never large, but it lived long after the
hugfe states of Persia and Babylonia had died. In the
evolution of life it was never size but efficiency that
told, and efficiency to-day is not to be found in the
semi-barbaric figure of the soldier, but in the ideas of
the thinker and in the sentiments generated by a
rationalized social life. There is no nation in the
world that to-day can become great or continue great
by trampling Ol others, or by ignoring others, or by
denying others. The growth of humanity has brought
all parts of the world into a more intimate relationship
which we must recognize or perish. And to-day the
choice is sharply before us. We may continue the
attempt to rule the world of to-day with the ideas of
three or four centuries ago. That way lies ccrtahl
ruin. We may still have virility enough to win a war,
but lack the intelligence and the courage to conquer
during peace. The day when good can come of warring
nationalities is past. The old passions are still there,
and are still powerful; what is required is intelligent
enough to lift them to a higher level. And if that can-
not be done, then the outlook is, indeed, black.

CHAI'MAN CoiniN-

“Creative Christianity.”

Creation is defined as the act of creating or causing
exist, and specifically the act of bringing the Univert
into existence. Consequently, the adjective creativ
signifies having the power to create or to bring {>tO
being. More specifically still, by creation is uSU”
understood the act of bringing into existence sonlC
tiling that did not exist before. It is in this scnse
that theology has generally employed the term.
physical Universe leapt into being, out of nothing, *
response to the creative fiat. One definition of 1t
word is: “ Production without use of pre-existe™
material,” and this is in full harmony with L<cbe
use of the term, “ When a new particle of matter n
begin to exist, in rerum natura, which had before
being; this we call creation.” Consequently, affol™
when anything is described as creative, the meaning
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that it possesses the power to make or produce some-
thing entirely new, such as a particle of matter,
quality, or attribute which previously was unknown
and presumably non-existent. Professor Bergson
published a book in 1907 entitled, Creative Evolution,
in which the central contention is that consciousness is
the motive principle of the evolutionary process, where-
as, in reality, consciousness is only one of its numerous
products. Strictly speaking, evolution is in no sense
creative, all its products being not new things, but
simply new forms of pre-existing matter. The most
Wonderful and complex of all evolutionary products
is the human brain; but it is a scientific truism that the
hrain does not contain a single particle of new matter.
All the ingredients in this marvellous substance have
always been in existence, the only recognizable differ-
ence being one of combination. Living matter is
nothing but a compound, what men of science call a
colloidal compound, made up of a few very simple
dements, such as carbon, hydrogen, oxygen, and
nitrogen, always in association with phosphorus. All
these elements exist in non-living matter, the only new
thing in living matter being their combination. As
the Preacher truly said long ago, “ There is no new
thing under the sun.”
A few week’s ago, under the auspices of the World’s
Evangelical Alliance, a three days’ conference eon
Creative Christianity ” was held in Westminster
Chapel.  Several thousands of interested people
attended the meetings, but so far as the published re-
ports are concerned, the creativeness of Christianity
Was conspicuous only by its absence. All the speakers
Were extremely conservative theologians. The first
Session was devoted to a discussion of “ Science and the
Bible,” the principal speaker being the aged Dean of
Canterbury, Dr. Wace, who has always been dis-
tinguished for his severe orthodoxy. From such a
Bivine no new and startling statement was to be
c¢xPected. His performance is described as remark-
able for 3 man of eighty-four, but in no report is it
presented as sparkling with originality. His argu-
ment was that there is no real discrepancy between
science and the Bible; but it did not occur to him to
?Bmit that his own interpretation of the Creation story
m Genesis had been forced upon him by the combined
'iscovcrics of the sciences of geology and astronomy.
N Bis famous debate with Professor Huxley Mr.
‘adstoue strictly adhered to the literal interpretation,
it was in connection with that debate that the late
refcssor Henry Drummond astonished the Christian
World by contending that the story was to be taken as
Poem or an allegory, a view necessitated by the in-
IsPUtable fact that, interpreted literally, the account
,as not true. Dean Wace regards the first three
oapters of Genesis as a poetical and imaginative
*f?h simply because science had demonstrated their
historicity, and for the same reason he was led to
h istitute “ evolution, if you will,” for the orthodox
If>n of sudden and spasmodic action. His central
t~ion was that the Bible and science appealed to
0 important faculties of the human mind, faith and
.Son>and since these were one in their Divine origin,
~Ninevitably followed that any apparent disagreement
collision between them must be due to temporary
~understanding. He maintained further, that the
Om. m'erstanding was already diminishing, but lie
ow' P°Bit out that it was diminishing merely
10 . ~ to the increasing concession made by the tlieo-
I Men of science make no concessions wfaat-
t; ' hut the divines, driven by science, are con-
thei3*” yielding' ground which was looked upon by
fliers as absolutely indispensable.
tllc p E El. Panton, B.A., dealt with the doctrine of
htlux/1 Being an orthodox man, addressing an
Mr p°X audience in an eminently orthodox chapel,
miton characterized Canon Barnes’s repudiation
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of this doctrine as “ destructive of the whole scheme of
redemption.” Then he stated the doctrine thus: —

Sin is terribly reproductive, as physiology proves.
When God made Adam he made all men, for the
race is not an aggregate of isolated, independent units,
but a community of organic and dependent genera-
tions. So that the introduction of sin anywhere is the
introduction of sin everywhere. Upon this organic
Fall God builds the whole scheme of redemption.
The helpless Fall by the sin of one man is countered
by the helpless salvation wrought by a Man as lonely
and unique.

Such is the doctrine of the Fall as taught by the
orthodox Church in all ages, and without it the
doctrine of redemption through Christ would be
utterly absurd. And yet, it is not its essential connec-
tion with redemption that forms the supreme reason for
its advocacy. According to the report in the Christian
World for June 23, Mr. Panton said that “ to deny the
Fall is to impute to God the origin of sin and to open
the gates to Gnosticism” ; but in this he was fully mis-
taken. To deny the Fall is to deny the reality of sin
in its theological sense. But, in any case, if sin exists,
its origin can be imputed to no one but God. What the
theologians aver is that Adam fell because he willed
to fall; but why did he will to fall ? Because God had
endowed him with a free will, that is to say, with a will
to choose evil rather than good, an imperfect will. If,
then, man fell because he walled to fall, does it not'
necessarily follow that God alone was to blame for his
fall, because he had bestowed upon him a corrupt and
sinful will ? Science teaches that there is no such
thing as freedom of will, and that man invariably acts
in conformity to his character. What he does is
determined by what he is; and if there was an Adam,
what he did was the outcome of what he was, as he
came from his Maker’s hand.

Many other speeches were delivered by well-known
divines. Prebendary A. W. Gough’s subject was
“ Scepticism and Immorality,” but unfortunately his
address was not reported beyond the observation in the
Christian World that he insisted upon dealing with
scepticism and immorality in the realm of emotion.
The Rev. R. C. Gillie (President of the National Free
Church Council) spoke in his own eloquent manner 01
“ Liberalism and Theology,” his main point being that
“ Liberal divines sometimes dim the Gospel and some-
times do not proclaim it, and sometimes we wonder if
they have it.” Of course, men of Mr. Gillie’s way of
thinking never dim the Gospel, and having it they
faithfully proclaim it. He quoted the following saying
by the Principal of an advanced college in America:
“ Twenty years ago our chief task was to widen the
minds of students whose views were too narrow. Now,
our main business is to stabilize those whose religious
convictions are too loose and uncertain.” Mr. Gillie,
being a Presbyterian, is a vigorous opponent of
Liberalism in theology, declaring that the time has
come when the liberalizing movement should pause.
He said:—

There has been enough of reviewing of doctrines
and the limitation of Divine truth. Let us go forward
now and proclaim the mastery of God’s transforming
love.

In reality, the three days’ conference was organized for
the glorification of orthodoxy, or, as was stated, for the
reaffirmation of Fundamental Truths. In Liberalism,
what orthodox divines regard as fundamental truths
are cither ignored or formally rejected. But on the
advertised subject of “ Creative Christianity ” not a
single word was uttered. Why ? Possibly because the
appointed speakers were conscious of the fact that
Christianity is in no real sense creative. What has it
ever created ? In the past the pulpit proudly pointed
to European civilization as a glorious creation of the
Christian religion; but what did its civilization ever do
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for the real good of Europe, and where is it to-day ?
The ruling factor in European life throughout the ages
has been militarism, and the war, whose ostensible
object was the destruction of militarism, only suc-
ceeded in securing for it a new lease of life. Chris-
tianity won its why in Europe at the point of the
sword, and the sword is still its chief weapon both of
attack and defence. Christianity has never done for
Europe what Buddhism once did for India, and what
Confucianism has permanently done for China. No,
creativeness is not an attribute of the Christian religion.
This is a fact recognized by some divines, like the
Dean of St. Paul’s, and the recognition of it should
impel them to become the proclaimers of the glorious
Gospel of reason and common-sense.  J. T. L1oyd.

Ancient Lights.

The creed of Christendom is gradually melting away,
like a northern iceberg into southern seas.
—G. X/ Foote.

The things that are sacred to the generation that is
passing are not necessarily sacred to the generation whose
day is now. —General Booth.

Much is said of the output of books, of the glut of the
literary market; but with all the activity of writers
there is one department of literature which shows a
falling off. During the past fifty years a steady and
continuous decline has taken place in the production
of religious books. To what is this decline due?
There are several reasons; the first, and the most
potent, being the growing indifference of the reading
public to religion. The tide of religion is now at the
ebb, and we only hear:—

Its melancholy, long, withdrawing roar,

Retreating to the breath

Of the night wind, down the vast edges drear,

And naked shingles of the world.
In his day, Macaulay noted the singular periodic
manner in which the British public took up questions
of religion and morality. John Bull no longer re-
members that he has a soul to save. Indeed, he is
indifferent as to whether he has a soul or not. Mean-
while, he reads novels, light literature, and news-
papers, especially the latter. Another reason is the
lower mentality of the clergy themselves. There are
no longer any great ecclesiastics, and it certainly can-
not be said that the Churches show intellect in the
production of religious books. Not for present-day
clergymen are the rolling harmonies of Jeremy Taylor,
the subtle cadences of Milton, the chastened utterances
of Newman. They cannot even echo Baxter or
Bunyan. There is not an original idea in their books.
Everything is second-hand and threadbare, and the
paucity and poverty of the prose emphasizes the empti-
ness of their heads. Yet another cause of the decline
of religious literature is the diffusion of Frccthought.
Ordinary men and women are no longer content to be
led blindly by the parson. The force of Puritanism has
spent itself, it nolonger inspires, but it merely irritates.

The decline began a half century ago. About that

time there was a real and unmistakable interest in
devotional literature. The Rev. J. R. Macduff rivalled
the foremost novelists in popularity. The sale of his
works was to be reckoned in hundreds of thousands of
copies. He was, in fact, the Dickens of the Religious
World. For years Dean Goulbum’s Thoughts on
Personal Religion had an annual sale of many thous-
ands, and Bishop Oxenden’s works were equally
popular. Newman Hall’s publications ran into a sale
that present-day theological writers never dream of.
Spurgeon’s sermons sold like hot rolls, and were
preached, without acknowledgment, from many pul-
pits. Dr. Joseph Parker had hosts of admirers who
bought his books eagerly. In looking through the
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old publishers’ catalogues one is surprised at the
number of works of a devotional nature. Familiar as
household words a generation or so ago, how many of
these are known even by name to the present genera-
tion ? The Victorian era was a serious one, and was,
indeed, a golden age for religious books.

Not only was there a steady and constant demand
for the works of individual authors, but for such
libraries as The Biblical Cabinet, Sacred Classics, The
Christian Family Library, and many another series.
The taste for such stodgy reading has gone for ever.
Nor is it to be supposed that fresh life can be given to
works like Gladstone’s Impregnable Rock of Holy
Scripture, which served a temporary purpose, and,
having served it, has passed from men’s minds. In the
many volumes on Victorian literature which have
appeared, no mention is made of numberless religious
or devotional books, “ thick as leaves in Valombrosa,”
which were once thought indispensable in tens of
thousands of homes. The circumstance is highly
significant, and illustrates with startling clearness the
changed attitude of the reading public towards re-
ligious literature.

The real meaning of this enormous change is that
the Christian superstition is crumbling. Everything
eventually crumbles which is not true. Never was
there so little religion, never so much Secularism, as
at the present time. Never have men attended places
of worship so little; never have they attended hospital
and charity meetings so assiduously. Christianity is
in the melting-pot, and Secularism is slowly permeat-
ing everywhere. The Christian religion no longer
satisfies, for 110 faith can satisfy which is found out.
Men, nowadays, no longer accept upon mere trust the
religious misbeliefs of their remote and ignorant
ancestors. Over the pulpits of the fast emptying
churches is inscribed, “ To the Glory of God.” That
is the voice of the past. Secularism sounds the vibrant
and triumphant note of the future: “ To the Service
of Man.” Based on fables, supported by brute force,
trading on ignorance, the Christian religion at length
finds the conscience of the race rising above and be-
yond it. The voice of reason has been a still, small
voice, sometimes almost inaudible, though never quite
stilled, but now it is swelling into a sound like the sea,
which will overwhelm the chanting of the priests.

Mimnkrmus.

The Myth of Jesus.

11.

(Continued from page 422.)

Doubts as to the reliability of our authorities have rc'
cently increased to such an extent that for about Si*
years the view that Jesus never really lived has gained all
ever-growing number of supporters. It is no use to iga°re
it, or to frame resolutions against it in meetings of nQY
theologians. It is little use merely to say in a vague an
general way that the figure of Jesus as portrayed in
Gospels could not possibly have been invented. In o
case of the fourth Gospel, a School of Theology °i a
seriously scientific character does not itself make tir*
contention; and, since it finds very much even inJ1
first three Gospels that is a product of later myth-making’
it may easily seem that the advance would not be so reC
great if the whole record of Jesus’ life were referred to
domain of myth.—Professor Paul Schmiede}, "Jesus
Modern Criticism/’ 1907, pp. 12-13.

To measure the progress of Freethought during =\
last half century we have only to compare the chang%o
standpoint with regard to Jesus. Fifty years ago,
doubt of his existence was flat blasphemy. Th°"?
courageous people who did it openly did so
imminent danger of personal assault. But now enuuc
Christian theologians openly declare their doubts I,P°
the subject and no one raises any objection.

in
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Dr. Percy Gardner, in his A Historic View of the
New Testament, 1904, p. 74, observes: —

The more closely we examine the documents of
early Christianity the more fully do we acquiesce in
the dictum of Dr. Edersheim that the materials for a
life of Jesus, in any objective sense, do not exist. It
will probably always remain impossible to set forth
even a brief narrative of the Founder’s life which
history can accept as demonstrated fact. Even the
chronological skeleton of such a life cannot be sketched
with certainty. And the outlines of events in the life
are so hidden by the colouring of emotion and purpose,
so distorted by the working of the Christian en-
thusiasm, that they cannot be made out.

The learned Professor goes on to remark that although
doubtless this has been a loss to the historian it is really
a gain to religion, as “ It has set every Christian
theologian free from bondage to the mere letter of the
Christian history,” which, in plain English, means that
he is now at liberty to choose just what suits him and
reject all that modern science and ethics find un-
acceptat>le.

Dr. Paul Schmiedel, the eminent Swiss theologian,
tells us plainly in his Jesus in Modern Criticism, 1907,
PP- 85-6 (the italics are his own):—

My inmost religious convictions would suffer no
harm, even if | now felt obliged to conclude that
Jesus never lived...... Nor would my religious convic-
tions be disturbed if, in view of Jesus’ claim to
Messianic rank, 1 felt bound to regard him as a
visionary, or as having some other character of which
1 could in no case approve. | am not bound by his
statements about himself...... My religion, moreover,
does not require me to find in Jesus an absolutely
perfect model, and it would not trouble me if | found
another person who excelled him, as, indeed, in certain
respects, some have already done.....Nor do | ask
whether in Jesus’ faith and ethical system what he
had to offer was new.

Taney a Christian theologian expounding such senti-
ments fifty years ago!
Professor Benjamin Smith, who himself denies the
historical existence of Jesus, observes that the gravity
the situation for the old fashioned views,—

is attested not only in numerous reviews, but still
more in the ominous appearance of such articles as
Macintosh’s in the American Journal of Theology,
1911, pp. 362-72, “ Is Belief in the Historicity of Jesus
Indispensable to Christian Faith ?” and of similar
discussions by such as Boussct, Troeltsch, Hermann.
In spite of all protestations, the meaning of such
strictures seems quite unmistakable. Critics arc
inquiring if it be “ indispensable ” only bccanse they
begiu to suspect it may prove indefensible. They are
preparing cautiously, not, indeed, to surrender—Oh
no! perish the thought, never for an instant could
that be dreamed of—but merely to evacuate overnight
the citadel hitherto deetfted impregnable.*

pl °f which is borne out by the fact that a learned

Lan®°n of the Church, the late Dr. Chcyne, can speak

oninfiy “ Of tilc possibility of a Babylonian connection
or the Christ myth of parts of the New Testament,”
tthout raising a murmur of dissent. And further,
0Samc Church dignitary proceeds:—

“ Ah, Father, but he knew lie would rise again,’
said a sufferer to the Father who bade him have
Patience from the example of Jesus. And that was the
ca*e, doubtless, with all the suffering gods of
nntiquity; they knew that they would rise again to
divine majesty, and achieve that great result for their

human \yorshippers which was the object of their
uicarnation and their death.5

thl'o' a5'anon  the Church can off-handedly speak of
O Christ-myth of the New Testament, retail a joke

»/Yy h- Smith, Ecco Dcus, 1912, p. 328.
Can..Cheyne, The Mines o/ Isaiah Re-explored, 1912, p. 27.
ON Cheyne, The Mines oj Isaiah Rc-cxplored, pp. 56-7.
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on the subject, and class the story of Jesus along with
the mythical stories of the suffering gods of antiquity,
it must be confessed that we have travelled some dis-
tance from the standpoint of fifty years ago. Not that
there were wanting acute and courageous men who
held the mythical view of Jesus fifty years ago; but
these were looked upon as cranks, or wicked persons,
who were endeavouring to undermine the popular faith
by far-fetched and irresponsible theories, easily re-
futed by Christian scholarship, and who could safely
be ignored. To-day the positions are reversed,' and,
among the educated, it is the defenders of the historical
Jesus who find themselves ignored.

A typical instance of the Christian defence was that
offered some years ago by the late Rev. Hugh Price
Hughes, who offered to produce two hundred witnesses
to the resurrection Christ. But as these witnhesses were
all living at the present time they could hardly have
much value as evidence for a supposed historical event
said to have happened nearly nineteen centuries ago.
His offer only provoked a smile at his childish
simplicity.

Christianity takes its name from that of its supposed
founder Jesus Christ, but, as most people know, Christ
is not a proper name at all. Christ is only the Greek
translation of the Hebrew word Messiah. The Jewish
prophets had foretold the coming of this Messiah, or
Saviour, who would deliver the Jews from their
enemies, crush the Gentiles and make the Jews rulers
of the world. When the Greeks came to translate the
word they used the word Christ, which means the
Anointed One.

The Jews have always repudiated the Christian’s
claim that Jesus was the Messiah foretold by their
prophets. Their Messiah was to appear as a victorious
king ruling upon the earth, not like the Gospel Jesus,
who declared that his kingdom was not of this world,
and bade his followers look forward to a future world.
As a learned Rabbi observes:—

The Jewish nation has been and is still blamed for
rejecting Jesus of Nazareth as a Messiah. They have
been called a stubborn people, who would always
maltreat its benefactors and best friends. False,
thrice false! The Jews were, as they are still, wide
awake, and knew well how to distinguish a chimera
from a reality. While they remained indifferent to
idealistic dreamers as Jesus and Theudas may have
been, they arose as one man when the person appeared
who had all the qualifications of a Messiah. They
placed at Bar Kochba’s disposal an army of not less
than half a million of well equipped soldiers. They
heeded strictly his orders. There was not the least
discord in their ranks, and during five years more
than two millions of Jews sacrificed their lives for
him and his cause. Does such devotion indicate
blindness or stubbornness? Alas! Bar Koehba was
not successful; his cause did not triumph. The hero
was, therefore, degraded to a rebel, and the Ilast

glorious struggle of our nation was stigmatized as a
rebellion.*

But to return to the name of the reputed founder of
Christianity. Christ is not a proper name, it is a title.
Jesus is not a Hebrew name, it is the Greek translation
of the Hebrew name Joshua. So that instead of read-
ing “ Jesus Christ,” we should read “ Joshua, the
Messiah.” As the Rev. Dr. Giles remarks: —

It will also be remembered by those who attach
reverence to the name of Jesus that it is nothing more
than the Greek form of Joshua, and has derived its
sacred character from being limited in its present
use to our Lord alone.5

The samc writer also observes:—

Of all the Hebrew names which have been trans-
lated into Greek or Latin, none has undergone a more

*Rabbi Solomon Schindler, Messianic Expectations, p. 70.
5Giles, Apostolical Records, p. 164.
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thorough change than Joshua. Wherever it occurs in
either of the classic languages, it is rendered Jesus.*

During the earliest period of Christianity the word

Christ was generally written Chrest, but of this in our

next. W. Mann.
(To be Continued.)

The
Indispensability of Conscionsness.

A good deal has been written as to whether conscious-
ness is a necessity in the economy of animal life, or
something which could be dispensed with without in
any may affecting animal behaviour.

The muscles get their impulses from nerve and brain,
and mind, without their co-operation, cannot stimu-
late a single muscular fibre to action. Why, then,
should there be any need of mind? What use is it?
Is not the animal organism a complete automaton—
a self-determining machine—with its different nerves
bringing impulses from all parts of the body to the
spinal-cord and the brain, which reply along the
efferent nerves, and immediately the muscles obey the
orders given them.

Besides these reflex actions in which the organism
responds to external stimuli, most, if not all, of the
changes and activities which take place within the
body are of the nature of chemical or physical re-
actions. Some are rhythmic as well as automatic, like
the beat of the heart and the action of the lungs.
Some resemble the action of a flushing tank; others are
exactly timed to conditions, like the slide valve of a
steam engine. For example, as soon as food enters the
mouth, the stomach, or the intestines, digestive fluids
are immediately poured into the alimentary tract; while
others, again, are of the explosive type, like the charge
of a gun or a shell—a release of pent up energy. All
katabolic action is certainly of this order. And, by the
bye, are not feeling and thought obviously the
accompaniments of such katabolism ?

Now, it is highly probable that such reactions make
up all the changes of which the process of “ living ”
consists; and nowhere, under normal conditions, is
consciousness in evidence. It intrudes itself only when
something is out of gear. It is not awakened even by
the heart beat, despite the greatness of its contracting
force in overcoming the resistance offered by the boggy
mass of the capillaries. Apparently there is no gap left
anywhere which calls for the intervention of con-
sciousness. The animal looks like being a complete
automaton; so that nature, on this view, evolved a
thing which is wholly unnecessary. And since evil,
in all its forms of suffering and agony, has no existence
apart from consciousness, Nature has proved itself to
be a fiend at heart in having made the animal auto-
maton sentient— a sufferer— without the least need of
it, if the hypothesis be true, that it could live its life
just the same without it.

But can we grant the “ if 7 ? | trow not. In the
above account there is a missing link, a causal gap,
and one of such cardinal importance that the whole
chain is worthless without it. Had Nature provided
that food should be poured into the mouth of every
living creature as it wanted it, just as the “ hopper”
feeds the mill with grain, then surely consciousness
would not be wanted as in the vegetable kingdom.
But, alas, is it so? What Nature has done is to pro-
vide the mill itself with a motor system in the form of
muscles, to go in search of the “ grain ” and feed
itself.

It is here at the very beginning of the vital process
where njiiul comes in. Providing the organism with

*1bid., p, 1B®
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a muscular system for self-movement—that is, making
it an automobile—brought with it the necessity of also
providing a driver, a chauffeur, to control and direct
its movements. Indeed, so essential is mind to the
living machine, both as feeling and intellect, that we
have on several occasions used the phrase “ mind and
muscle,” to emphasize the fact that they are indis-
soluble correlates in all sentient creatures; and | trust
it will need but little reflection on the part of anyone
to realize this obvious truism.

| invite the reader to put to himself the question:
Docs the finding of the particular substance which
every creature must have in order to enable it to con-
tinue to live belong to any of the reactions—rebound,
lever, or’'trigger type—instanced above ? The absurdity
of the question will suffice as an answer. The finding
is not the effect of a reaction at all. It is the response
of the mind to one sense-impression out of a multitude
The “ finding ” is not physical, but mental; it is the
act of recognizing or identifying the mental image
which the dint of infinite repetitions in the lif™ history
of the species has made familiar in consciousness by
being the very means of its perpetuation. Recognition,
be it in discovering an eatable or in avoiding the fate
of being eaten, is the mind’s premier “ instrument ”
in the great struggle of existence. It gives to a
chance encounter the same effect as a pre-determined
mechanical device—a fact to which it owes its pre-
dominant importance amid the functions of mind, and
which makes it the primary constituent of knowledge.

Fear plays a more important part in determining the
movements of animals than even the impulse of
hunger, for partial or imaginary recognitions awaken
it. A horse will shy at a paper as readily and as
impetuously as at the sight of a lion. To this mental
factor is due the fact that the movements of sentient
creatures are characterized by a spontaneity which we
usually associate with the notion of “ free-will " —
that perpetual change of direction which makes the
path of a fly or a swallow during any instant never an
exact repetition of a previous one.

To contend that it is not the sense of hunger but the
reaction due to the defect of nutrition in the system
that sends the wolf to roam through forest and
meadow, the hen to scratch on the dung heap, the
mole to burrow the soil, the swallow to swcg> through
the air, and the cat to watch with the immobility and
stillness of death, is a theory too inconsistent with the
teachings of mechanical science even to be discussed
as a problem of dynamics. And so is the contention
that the cat seizes and devours the mouse not from the
mental act of recognition, but because the radiant
energy represented by its retinal image of the mouse in
whatever position and in whatever degree of light h
happens to be, is always the exact amount of
energy to set its muscular system in motion, and i*>
moreover, the only one object whose image wid
represent that amount! A person who can discus*
such a contention with a straight face should find n°
difficulty in believing the story of Jonah and thc
whale.

The possibility of recognition is implied in the
searching; it is that which gives meaning to the
search. The creature is seeking for something which
it will recognize when it comes into view. Mind il
virtue of this capacity performs one of Nature’9
Premier miracles, viz., to make behaviour purposivC
though full of contingency, to make chance subservj
an end as definitely as if it were designed by crank all
cam in the structure of a machine.

iViinu or consciousness is Nature s telephone
change. The feelings give the “ calls” and t ®
intellect, with its six attendants— the senses—conn@
them up with thc called-for muscle or set of niusd\c$<
with the result that the creature continues to b\G
And knowledge is simply a name for its states wheu
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fulfils its “ exchange ” duties—those life-preserving
functions for which it was awakened and evolved.
How neural and psychic processes are causally
' geared ” together we cannot explain. Cause and
effect simply implies a redistribution of physical
energy. But feeling and thought are extra-physical
and non-material. How we should love to know why
consciousness is associated only with living substance,
and also why it is fully awakened within it only when
that substance reaches the highly organized state of
the animal brain, and yet from the nature of know-
ledge man has little hopes of ever knowing it, as the
explanation is probably to be found in the nature of
ultimate substance. But this inability to explain casts
no shadow of a doubt upon the fact itself; there is not
1 the whole contents of consciousness a relation more

°hvious and absolute. Keridon.

Acid Drops.

" The greatest article he has ever penned” is the
Announcement that preceded Mr. Bottomley’s article in
his new Sunday paper, and one can only attribute it to a
jTeat man’s modestv which has led him to under estimate
1is previous effusions. For even of Mr. Bottomley one
~euld not like to say anything so severe as to assert that
his article on “ The Faith Within us All ” is the greatest
le has written. It would be too condemnatory of his life’s
'verk. Mr. liottoniley’s theme is that of immortality, or
rathcr, future existence, and candidly, it is about as empty
ar>article on the subject as 1 have come across for some
’me. The belief in a future life is, lie says, a “ universal
instinct,” and he uses the word “ instinct” deliberately

because it is more concerned with the heart than the
,ead,” which is quite the most wonderful definition of
‘bstinct that | have yet read. Mr. Bottomley disclaims
&ny desire to uproot “ any of my readers’ faith, cherished

aiu childhood—Ilearnt,indeed, at a mother’s knee ” (the
Huitcr has omitted a request for tears at this point), but
isatisfied that all religions agree in their fundamentals,

. that if there be a future life “ where every worthy
c 101 and thought in this world bears its fruit, then,
"I11e,a just Providence, all will be well.” (More tears.)

18 is not a caricature, but a faithful summary of the

ain Portion of the “ greatest article he has ever penned.”

ti ' Fottomley does not believe in Spiritualism, but “ At
aft Sainc time | know that for a certain period at any rate
w r Physical death, and given the necessary element of
affinity, the personality of the departed remains
is and able to manifest itself to those left behind.’
o h@i)od to me_et one Whg knows so much, _arld th_e editor.
Olr{g O reap his reward in sales among Spiritualists and
Son"ary Christians. There is nothing like pleasing all
hasj when one is running a paper. After the spirit
“s O * t°nch with us for some time it “ flics ” to the
Oi immortality which flows all round the world.”
brgH&Hj[)*' " *s the conclusion to which much reflection has
conci me.” Pity the time was wasted on reaching a
that any half mentally baked local preacher

have so easily supplied him with.

fu vV ®°ttomley explains that his subject is essentially a
realm r °UG And that makes one wonder whether he
iiig npE'|evces that people spend their Sundays in tliink-
Wy md8t a future life. We arc all aware of Mr.
him ct fy S s'mPHcity of character, but we hardly gayc
of t 1 jjs o complete a detachment from the affairs

retireinc T Persuadc him to forsake his cloister-like
°ra an(t Roend a little time, say at a race meeting,
life is ' >°kcr’s gathering, he would find that the future
and desi'0 T10 ™ 'nR about which people think but little
AUnday lji, Cast- And | feel sure that the readers of the
houid n  7Is’yotcd, with its “ Sundayish atmospherel
this infoi-10" .'ire/tr a saie tip for the next big race than
kbttoinley'f¥™?1 the next world. But perhaps Mr.

ce,s that if a paper is to play to the religious
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folk in this country, it must have something silly about
it, and his article is a lesson in the art of “ How to get
there.”

On the occasion of a recent application for the use of the
Town Hall, Sandown (I. 0. W.), in which to hold a
missionary meeting, Councillor Lowe said that he had no
sympathy with these missionary movements or with con-
verting the blacks. He did not know what harm they did.
They occasionally eat a missionary or two, but they had
as much right to their beliefs as anyone else. There was
not half as much wickedness among blacks as there is in
this country. We should imagine that Councillor Lowe
will not be very popular among the Sandown clergy.
Perhaps the needs of the blacks might be met if the
missionaries were sent out already tinned.

There were five men summoned the other day at Lam-
beth Police Court for using “ noisy instruments ” for the
purpose of calling people together. The summons was
taken out under the Police Act of 1849. The residents
complained that they had no peace while this religious
service was going on, and it was impossible to put young
children to bed. There can be no doubt that these noisy
religious meetings, when accompanied by a blaring brass
band, are a nuisance, and householders have a right to be
protected against such a genuine annoyance. The magis-
trate dismissed the summons against one defendant and
adjourned the others. Now, if it had been a Freethought
meeting, we wonder----- ?

Providence has playful moments. A telegram from
Tokyo, Japan, states that the rivers have overflowed.
Twenty-two villages are under water, hundreds of houses
have been destroyed, and two hundred persons have been
drowned. Thousands are lacking food and shelter.

An evening paper congratulates the Prime Minister on
“ his fairness in the appointment of bishops.” This will
be hard reading’for innocent Church people who imagine
that bishops are appointed by the Holy Ghost.

The third reading of the Deceased Wife's Sister’s
Marriage Act Amendment Bill, the object of which is to
legalize marriage with a deceased brother’s widow, pro-
duced the usual opposition from the clergy. The Bishop
of Coventry said he was astonished that Parliament
should compel the clergy to break Church law by cele-
brating marriages forbidden by the Church. We sym-
pathize with the Bishop in his astonishment. It must be
hard to realize that common or garden Members of
Parliament are able to dictate to the most low servants of
the Most High God.

A newspaper editor, writing on the appointment of the
Rev. Dr. Donaldson to the bishopric of Salisbury, re-
ferred to the new bishop as “ formerly a poor curate at
Bethnal Green.” Like so much of the so-called clerical
poverty, the small stipend is so often a stepping-stone to
higher and better paid jobs.

The Bishop of St. Albans says that every young parson
should do five or ten years overseas. We quite agree with
that, and not to be outdone in generosity we would give
him another five or ten years out of the country on our
own account. In fact, we would send him overseas
altogether. It might lead to trouble with the Colonies,
but one must take risks in this world if any good is to be
done.

Compliments from the other side are rare, so we feel
that we ought to record the remarks of Light, one of
the Spiritualist organs, on our recent comments on com-
munications with the dead. Naturally, it agrees with us
in our opiniou that there is too much talk of fraud as
being able to explain all that occurs in connection with
Spiritualism, and'says that our “attitude is fair and
sensible.” Our contributors will also be pleased to learn
that iu the opinion of Light the Freethinker is “ run by
capable miuds of peuetratiug intelligence.” That is aii
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opinion we have ourselves held for some time, but have
been too modest to say so. But we will not dispute it
when said by others. We should like to see a larger
number of the public impressed with the same truth. It
would make our task much easier.

Naturally, Light concludes that the intelligence of the
Freethinker “ has not yet penetrated to the reality of our
truth,” which is a courteous way of telling us that we
have yet much to learn. That may be quite true, but we
hardly think that our learning will lead us to accept the
theories which Light champions. The truth lies, as we
have so often remarked, in quite another direction, and the
.Spiritualistic explanation is to us exactly on a level with
the animistic explanation of insanity and epilepsy, of
abnormal mental states that were for so long given and
accepted by the general world. Mr. Cohen intends writ-
ing two or three articles on this subject in the near future,
and then he will indicate what he regards as the true line
of explanation. And we feel that we shall then be
running the risk of our contemporary forming quite a
different opinion of the intelligence of at least one member
of the Freethinker staff.

It is difficult to guess the advertiser’s estimate of the
Daily Herald readers. They are asked if they know their
catechism. Most of us, the advertisement states, can
answer the first question : Who made you ? But it is the
last question that is evidently the reason for sending
fivepence for the catechism of Christian Doctrine as
taught in the Catholic schools. To slaves—a comfortable
religion; why organize and “ get together ” to better the
lot of God’s handiwork—who are the blasphemers?

Chance played a curious trick on the notice boards of a
Norbury Chapel. One bill announced the calling up of
the reserves, the other had the text “ Prepare to meet thy
God.”

We are not surprised to find even the Church Times
expressing its dissent from a recent decision of the High
Courts. According to that ruling, any person whom the
Home Secretary considers to be assisting in this country
the cause of disorder in Ireland may be seized, trans-
ported to Ireland and interned. There is no public state-
ment of the offence, no trial, simply an official order. By
that method it is possible to imprison anyone who is at
all offensive to the government, and where these official
objections do not exist a country is either in a bad way,
or it possesses a perfect government and a perfect people.
As that is the state of the law, whe should like someone
to inform us what is the precise value of British liberties
at the moment.

The Church Times says we seem to be drifting back to
those mediaeval days when the Church was the only friend
of liberty. Our historical researches fail to provide us
with any evidence as to when those days were, but it does
seem as though there is not very much to choose between
the parson and the present day politician when it comes
to a question of liberty. And ultimately, as we have so
often said, it is a question for the general public. A
public with a genuine regard for freedom would never
tolerate such laws and such a government for long. But
we have been so demoralized by the war, with its com-
plete disregard for the principle of personal liberty, that it
is to-day largely a question of in whose hands lies the
power of suppression. A people who are made slaves and
kept slaves, are fit only to be slaves, and that is the end
of the whole question.

Quite a pathetic appeal to publishers by the secretaries
of some of our learned associations has been made for
them to reduce the price of their publications. They point
out, and with justification, that the present high price of
books is really a tax on learning and an obstacle to the
spread of knowledge. We cordially sympathize with the
appeal and the feelings that prompt it. We know well
what it is to look at the notices of new books, and then to
stop there owing to the price at which they are published.
It requires someone with a pretty liberal income to be
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able to get the new books that one simply ought to get
if they are to keep their information on matters up-to-
date. All the same, we do not see any prospect in the
price of books being lower in the immediate future, so we
suppose we shall have to go on looking and longing.
Good books in England always were published at too high
a price, and the war, and winning it, has simply developed
a policy that was quite bad enough before we set out to
bring peace to Europe.

A suit of armour was sold at Sotheby’s Sale Room,
London, recently for £25000. Rather a high price to pay
in a country which professes to worship a pauper-god, and
to believe in the blessings of poverty.

According to a contemporary, Dean Inge is “ two-faced.”
Curious! Why doesn’t the reverend gentleman use the
other one.

Nearly all London’s suburban newspapers are indebted
to the various local churches for a considerable supply of
“ copy.” But even in Suburbia, the native home of
English middle-class intelligence, the foundations of the
Protestant faith are very shaky. From the Streatharn
News (July 1) we learn that in West Streatham a special
effort is being made by Anglicans, Baptists, and
Wesleyans to foster a spirit of reunion and to increase the
congregations. After prayer-meetings to be held every
Sunday evening, the members will proceed in a body to
“ one of the streets in the parish for the singing of hynms
and the giving of an invitation to church.’] The necessity
of artificial stimulus of this kind to lead the masses back
to the faith, is a striking comment on the theory of 3
“ religious instinct ” ever craving satisfaction. If religion,
officially buttressed by the State, taught in the national
schools, and supported by enforced .Sunday observance,
cannot hold its own against Secularism, where would it be
in fair and open competition?

South African papers just to hand contain a full
account of the affair of the “ Israelites,” about which
notices have been occurring in the English papers. The
sect was founded by a negro who styled himself the
prophet Enoch. He started a Church called “ One God
and the Saints of Christ.” He and his followers were in
the habit of visiting annually a place called Bullhock il
order to celebrate what they called their “ Passover.
But gradually the number that remained behind grew, and
the Johannesburg Star declares that they practically
annexed the common and built a village of about 35°
houses. This was called “ holy ground,” and strangcrs
were forbidden to enter. It seems that attempts were
made to get the natives to return to their homes, b'd
they refused. In the end a force of about 850 men, with
artillery and machine guns, were sent out to eject thetn-
The prophet and his followers said that they were obeying
the commands of Jehovah and if the soldiers attacked
Jehovah would protect them. Being Christians the
soldiers and their officers knew the value of Jehovah 5
protection in the face of machine guns and rifles, and the
attack was ordered. The natives were armed only with
swords and spears and knives, but being sincere Chri5
tians they did apparently believe that Jehovah wouh
protect them and advanced fearlessly to the attack’
There were, as a result, over 100 killed and about 200
wounded. There were two or three casualties among the
soldiers and police. " It was a glorious victory.”

The whole affair is a pitiful example of a happening 35
a result of taking our barbaric religion to a people who afe
not on our level of culture. With ourselves there is
great likelihood of its being taken seriously. With t'13
native races the consequence is the faith in the supcr
stitions the}' have been trained in is broken, and they
take another which has not the social and tribal restrain
at work to prevent it being harmful. And when wise
results there is the military power of the believers 1
Jesus at hand. It is a pity that the Christian whites cag
not leave the natives alone with their own superstitm e
The blacks gave a fine exhibition of religious faith, 3
the whites showed to them how little religion rea
mattered.
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To Correspondents.

Those Subscribers who receive their copy
of the “Freethinker” in a GREEN WRAPPER
will please take it that the renewal of their
subscription is due. They will also oblige, if
they do not want us to continue sending the
Paper, by notifying us to that effect.

A- B. CUTTiLL—It is against our rule to give the names and
addresses of anyone without their express permission, but
we can invite Freethinkers to meet at a given address if it
is supplied. We are sending you some leaflets for distribu-
tion, and also a copy of Determinism. If you could get a
good hall Mr. Cohen would pay the town a visit during the
autumn.

W. E. Gardner (Port Elizabeth).—Your suggestion for the
outside of the Freethinker is quite a good one, but it would
mean putting a cover on and that would add considerably
to the expense. And we cannot do that so long as the paper
X losing money in its present style. The quotation “ The
devil was sick, the devil a saint would be, the devil was well,
the devil a saint was he,” has been attributed to various
persons, and we cannot say with whom it originated.
There are also, as you note, several wordings of it. It
certainly dates from the sixteenth century, if not earlier.

K- Macdonald (South Africa).—The affair with the prophet
Enoch and his followers is only one of the evil effects which
the carrying 'of Christianity to native races has. These
People have not reached the stage of organized hypocrisy
such as has been achieved by the Christians of Europe, with
the result that when they do accept Christianity they are
likely to carry it out in all its native barbarity. In a way
they exhibit then what Christianity really is when un-
touched by civilized thought.

Howell S. England.—Have sent you on the papers. By all
means send on the cuttings, they are nearly always of
interest.

Unorthodox.” —Your letter appeared in last issue, but we
think that this particular correspondence has now run to a
sufficient length. It has a tendency to endless repetition.
And the whole thing is rather old-fashioned.
Kennedy.—We could give you a list of books on the sub-
let, but, generally, the Buddhist Society, 19 Buckingham
Street, Strand, W™C, would be able to advise you more
thoroughly. Buddhism, Its History and Literature, by
Khys Davids (Putnam's and Sons,) would probably give
You what you require.
*Emks.—Thanks for getting us new subscribers. That is a
very reai j,eip We have set bur minds on making the
freethinker pay its way, and with the help of our readers
hope to make it do so. It has never yet done this, but
" e see no reason why it should not. And when it does get
t° that stage we shall be able to venture in directions that
~"\k dare not attempt at present.
1 Gair— We hope that things will turn out as you anticipate,
thanks, we are quite well, but holidays are more easily
lat d a30ut a"d thought about than secured. Perhaps

R 8. Grierson writes : “ Many thanks for your excellent
P'htion of Volney’s Ruins. It is a book that all Freethinkers
ave heard of, but few of the present generation have read,
hope it is the forerunner of many reprints of the early Free-
hought classics. These forbears of ours had a magnificent
@iP of the position.” We are pleased to find the Ruins so
rluch appreciated, and shall certainly follow it with other

jj cUrints so soon as we are able to manage it.
—We have received your letter in reply to “ Un-
Jahodox,” but regret having to hold it over till next week,
we must apply the editorial closure, as there seems
C headway being made, and we have so much other

jj a er waiting for insertion,

jl 1 Toicht,—We note that the editor of the Thanet Gazette
tak’ ~cc'd®d to close the discussion in which you have been
bett"8 the lead" We wish %pu had managed to get hold of
Co er opponents, but in this matter one must take what
fhe more sensible ones prefer to keep their mouths
Arthur Cook’s essay on the Bible is about as
It belongs to

Poor
.a thing as we have seen for a long time.
n Juvenile period of the Salvation Army,

rem”,ARRIOTr—Crowded out. We are afraid you took our

j. Eo s tO° literal]y- . L. .
J ? **?“*—Rec€lved. Mr. Cohen is writing you in the

G_Hun | fCW dayS' . . . .
°ne of 11*'16 conggmnatlon of Socialism was contained in
cannot- 'e Evangelicals issued by Pope Leo XIII, but we

Robert \  tRe molnent give you the date.

RCH— Received. Hope to use next week.
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The " Freethinker " is supplied to the trade on sale or return.
Any difficulty in securing copies should be at once reported
to the office.

The Secular Society, Limited, office is at 6 Farringdon Street,
London, E.C. 4

The National Secular Society’s office is at 62 Farringdon
Street, London, E.C. 4.

When the services of the National Secular Society in connec-
tion with Secular Burial Services are required, all commu-
nications should be addressed to the Secretary, Miss E. M.
Vance, giving as long notice as possible.

Lecture Notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London,
E.C. 4, by first post Tuesday, or they will not be inserted.
Orders for literature should be sent to the Business Manager
of the Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C. 4,

and not to the Editor.

All Cheques and Postal Orders should be crossed " London,
City and Midland Bank, Clerkenwell Branch.”

Letters for the Editor of the ™ Freethinker” should be
addressed to 61 Farringdon Street. London, E.C. 4.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favour by
marking the passages to which they wish us to call atten-
tion.

The " Freethinker ” will be forwarded direct from the publish-
ing office to any part of the world, post free, at the following
rates, prepaid :—

The United Kingdom.—One year, 17s. 6d. ; half year, 8s. ¢d. ;
three months, 4s. 6d.

Foreign and Colonial.—One year, 15s.; half year, 7s. 6d.;
three months, 3s. cd.

Sugar Plums.

We are issuing this week a book which we are sure our
readers will welcome and read with pleasure. Mr. White-
head is a newcomer in our ranks, but he is a beginner in
neither speaking nor writing. In his new work, Jesus
Christ: God, Man, or Myth? he subjects the New Testa-
ment character to a very searching and careful examina-
tion, concluding with a chapter on Jesus as a Socialist.
We do not expect Christians to welcome so drastic a
criticism, but we have no doubt as to its reception among
Freethinkers. Mr. Whitehead writes well and clearly.
His remarks are always to the point, and he has a good
command of his material. We do not think we need say
more as to our opinion of the work. The fact that the
Pioneer Press has published it is in itself an indication
that in our opinion the book is one that is calculated to
do service to the movement. It is published in two styles.
There is one edition on good paper, and well printed,
with neat coloured wrapper, which is sold at 2s. (postage
2d.), and another edition, printed on superior paper, well
bound in cloth, at 3s. 6d. (postage 3d). Nothing would
please us better than to see both editions sold out by
Christmas.

Mr. Whitehead has finished his successful operations in
South Wales and is now lecturing in Leeds and district.
He will remain there during the latter part of next week,
being due back in London on July 16.

Mr. W. Bradburn writes calling our attention to the fact
that in Kensal Green Cemetery there is a monument
erected by Mr. J. W. Corfield " To the brave men and
women who have generously given their time and means
to improve the conditions and enlarge the happiness of all
classes of society.” The monument bears a long list of
names, and includes those of Robert Owen, Julian Hibbert,
Frances Wright, Francis Place, Charles Bradlaugh, W.
M. W. Call, Thomas Paine, Henry Hetherington, W. J.
Fox, G. J. Holyoake, Thomas Wooler, Richard Carlile,
and many other Freethinkers. That is quite a pleasant
reminder to the world that we owe much of what we
ought to prize the most to 'these brave men and women
who have lived and suffered in the name of Freethouglit.

We have received from The Truth Publshing Company,
New York, a copy of The Tyranny of God, by Joseph
Lewis. This small book of 122 pages is a general indict-
ment of the God-idea and the “ duties” and practices
associated with it. Throughout the author lays special



442

stress on the permanent mental and moral injury done to

'the child by dogmatic teaching about the supernatural.
“ Is it any wonder that we grow up to be serfs and slaves ?
Before we are able to know or understand the very
rudest fundamentals of life, our entire mental machinery
is corrupted by unshakable fears and dedicated to the
vilest and most sickening submission.”

The Bethnal Green Branch has been holding its meet-
ings in Victoria Park in the afternoons at 3.15. It has now
been decided to hold them in the evenings at 6.15 instead.
Will all East End Freethinkers please not the alteration
in time. The Secretary of the Branch earnestly requests
the attendance and co-operation of all local Freethinkers
in making these meetings a success. We sincerely hope
that they will do so.

Most of our readers will remember the case of Mr. Hunt,
to which we have several times made reference. Mr.
Hunt, it will be remembered, wrote for some Communist
literature that was advertised in our columns. Only that,
and nothing more. But the police obtained possession of
his letter, sent it to the colliery where he was employed
as under-manager, and he was promptly discharged for
daring to wish to read some pamphlets on Communism.
The consequence is that Mr. Hunt finds himself “ on the
rocks,” and a Fund to help him over his present difficulties
has been opened. A letter on the matter appears in
another column. Mr. D. Macconnell, of New Street,
Bakewell, Derbyshire, is taking charge of the Fund, and
all subscriptions should be sent to him. Mr. Hunt’s case
appears to be a hard one, and we wish the Fund success.

Another Gospel.

It is not generally known that Judas Iscariot hanged
himself on a fig-tree. The first of the four Gospels
merely says he hanged himself. Nor is it generally
known that, after his death, his spirit lay on the
earth, and looked up, and saw his body, that is, Judas
saw himself, swinging by a rope from a branch of a
fig-tree. The new and remarkable Gospel from which
I am quoting (it was published a few years ago) relates
how the ghost of Judas the Traitor was blown to and
fro for several days, and how it beheld many agitating
scenes— Mary, the mother of Jesus, weeping as she
walked along a street in Jerusalem; the sepulchre of the
crucified Messiah, guarded by soldiers; Peter prostrate
on the ground, lamenting his denial of his Master, and
so on.

From the same source comes the story of blind old
Eliakim, a man who dwelt in a wretched little hut near
the Dung Gate of Jerusalem. He heard a mob passing
and managed to grope his way after the noisy crowd,
and, though shoved about and buffeted, he succeeded
in getting near enough to the Governor’'s palace to
enable him to hear Pontius Pilate condemn Jesus to
death. He stumbled along the road to Golgotha, and
by listening to the people’s shouts and conversation he
understood that the “ King of the Jews ” had been
nailed to the Cross just as Jesus was about to breathe
his last breath. 1 will give the closing verses of the
narrative: —

The old man implored, “ Rabbi! Just give me one
glance. They tell me that one look from you is
enough. So many years have passed since | saw the
light. Rabbi, compassionate me! ”

Then the face of the Sufferer turned bluish, the
eyes gleamed, tile bloody head leaned upon the breast.

And the story goes that this was the only petition
to which the Compassionate One had ever been deaf.

So Eliakim came too late.

Quite a different type of episode is that of Jesse, the
son of Melchi. Ninety years of age, grey haired, yet
with red cheeks, bright eyes, and a cheery smile, Jesse
was one of the most popular citizens of Jerusalem. Pie
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was kindness itself. Everyday he fed the doves that
fluttered on his house-top, and, when he appeared
among the sheep on the pastures, the whole flock
followed him with joyous bleating. If the City council
condemned any offending Jew to a harsh punishment,
the voice of Jesse, the son of Melchi, was unfailingly
raised in a plea of mercy. Such was the universal
respect'in which the agdd citizen was held, that the
council usually granted such requests. While he was
thus spending his last years in works of philanthropy,
he heard that Jesus, the Prophet of Nazareth, was
preaching to the people in the Temple. Unlike the
other Pharisees Jesse listened with much appreciation
to the young Nazarcne, and was half inclined to be-
come a disciple. But, all of a sudden, Jesus dropped
out a remark that implied a reproach to the time-
honoured Daw of Moses:—
You have heard thdt it has been said, “ An eye for
an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.” But | say unto you,
“ That ye resist not evil; but whosoever shall smite
thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also.”

Now, this deliberate censure of the venerable Scriptures
—the Divine Word—deeply offended Jesse. Tender
though his heart was, his intellect was so trained to
pay the utmost servile obeisance to Holy Writ, that he
now agreed with the Pharisees who demanded the
arrest of the Nazarene. Seized with sudden illness as
he caressed the doves on his house-tops one morning,
he died, murmuring to his friends: “ Arrest!—the
Scriptures!—Tooth for tooth.”

These (says this extra Gospel) were the last words
of the marvellously benevolent man.

I may not occupy space with the recital of other
passages from this singular volume, though some
readers might like to hear how Satan joined in the
proceedings of the city council; how Gamaliel, Haba-
kuk, and Avrum, three honourable Rabbis, argued
with Jesus in the synagogue of Nazareth; and so on.
But at this point | pause.

| shall, of course, be asked where | get these stories
from, and | had better explain straightway.

The book which | have named “ Another Gospel,”
and from which | have extracted a few illustrarions of
contents and style, is, in fact, the entire invention of
a very talented Polish author named Nicmojcwski-
He issued the tales under the title of Legends, and the
work was translated into Esperanto in 1911. | lately
came across a copy, and, being able to read Esperanto,
I examined the so-called “ legends ” with interest,
and concluded that Niemojewski’'s creative gift
approaches very near to genius. If my comments
come under the eye of any Esperantist | strongly
counsel him to consult this extraordinary volume.l

Our clever Polish writer, though obviously humanist
in outlook, treats the personality of Jesus with respect.
His legends fit easily into the environment and atiuos-
phere of the New Testament. They are as readable
and picturesque, to say the least, as the four Gospds
of the popular Bible. They present us with miracles,
and with examples of the Nazarene Prophet’s preter-
natural insight. When a group of men tramp along
the street of Nazareth, and the dust clears away f°r
11s to see the Prophet in their midst, he is thls
described: —

The Rabbi had distinction of face and figure.

he gazed forward, there was in his countenance ml
air of equanimity and thoughtfulness. A blond,
crisp beard hung on his neck. Ilis locks, powdered
with dust from the road, flowed upon the sbouMecrS'
Gravity and nobility radiated from his person. Pf
wore a bright vest girdled. Large blue eyes bean«*
sincerity, and yet intimated a certain singular quality
impossible to denote in words.

Such is the courteous and deferential manner in wh>”™

11t is sold at the Esperanto headquarters at 17 Hart Strcet'
Bloomsbury, W.C.
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Niemojewski deals with the divine hero of the Catholic
faith. Nevertheless, he is all the time, of set literary
Purpose, inventing fresh Christian legends. | could
easily imagine that a Persian or Hindu reader, know-
mg nothing of Biblical criticism, might read the four
Gospels and this other Gospel by Niemojewski and
accept the five books as the productions of Christian
disciples.

For my part, | believe the four Gospels of the
New Testament were put together by writers who
handled popular traditions as consciously and freely
as the modern Polish author. | do not think they
entertained any intention to (as we might say) deceive,
f hey wanted to edify the people, just as Dickens, or

_f°e, or Bunyan, or Nathaniel Hawthorne wished to
edify. That an immense and complicated Church and
theological system would arise on the basis of these
ively tales they did not dream, though, no doubt, the
°Urth Evangelist (“ John ”) was more of a doctrine
®aher than his comrade-authors. Could “ Mark,”
Or example, ever have had the least idea that his
Jesus would evolve into the divine personage around
~hom the scholastic system of St. Thomas Aquinas
;vas to be erected in a colossal pile ?

I am very well aware that unpleasant priestly types
ave, from time to time, turned the Christian faith
i?t° a vested interest and made fat incomes out of the

Vangel. But | cannot subscribe to the opinion that

Oearly Christian Evangelists were any more tainted
. Fh fraudulent motive than our modern friend Niemo-
ie'vski. They wrote to please, instruct, admonish and
console. They were artists. They composed miracles
~Nith pleasure, just as Mozart created melodies, or

lIfner painted, with pleasure. | half suspect they

°uld have torn up their Gospel parchments if they

'‘J(Lhave foreseen that on top of their legends Calvin

°nld construct his dreadful creed, or the Scots plant

and deadly Catechisms. F. J. Gould.

Book Chat.
Tj, *

ce * S™eatcst disseminator of ideas in the eighteenth
'Fury Ollcc reminded us that “ all the known world,
~Pting only savage nations, is governed by books.”
r arc as pleased as we are surprised to note that this
fit] ~ Voltaire's figures as one of the epigraphs on the
foe'Page of the catalogue of The Labour Publishing
~ npa*y, Ltd. (6 Tavistock Square, W.C. 1). It indicates,
on,..- e k> that our Socialist and Communist friends are
to see the immense importance of ideas in the
velop \ . R
%uc Inent °f soc'al groups. The Marxian materialistic
fhate?tlOn  history has had a long run, and it is natural
la fl'cre should be a reaction towards an idealism which
Lrc ~ess on the urge from above. We do not live by
rv rialonc>but by the ideas that reach 11s by way of the
to r,G" Word. The company, we are told, has been formed
T* atul d‘stribute the writings, not only of The
in  UWr Research Department, but also of the great authors
Trals country and abroad of our own and of earlier days,
by a° unionists and labour men and women are urged,
they niltnber of more or less important people, to do all
issifc 7au to help the new venture. The number of books
tid,]' anct in preparation is not large, but they arc par-
rmc attractive, and Freethinkers, who do not as a
emin b°® urged to study, will find them pre-
tliese I k .Worthy °f their attention. We have a few of
obsei™'l ications before us, and a note or two of critical
find, if'?’1 "FF indicate what the reader may expect to
arran,r . wants a mass of well digested and admirably
Woj-ij' WWformation on Labour questions throughout the
he aa cpared by experts and exponents of Labour policy,
~and-h° better than buy The Labour International
cbea]) (12S- 6d. net). Then there are special and
NanmOi\ 10e’S  tbc historic works of J. L. and Barbara
Rabouter ( n Labourer (3s. net), and The Town
student <r S ™ ' ,leG- These are books which no serious
a,s° fing'iu >=€al bistory can afford to neglect. lie will
r-F. E. Green’s The Tyranny of the Country-
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side (3s. and 5s. net) a movingly pathetic picture of the
condition of the agricultural labourer of to-day. Mr.
Green is our modern counterpart of Cobbett, with all the
vigour and courage of the older writer, and a sense
of artistry peculiarly his own.

Pamphlets are, of course, the small arms of all soldiers
of revolt, and our Labour friends have naturally not for-
gotten to provide the reader with this form of weapon.
We have before us an informative study of Communism
by Eden and Cedar Paul (6d.); a discussion of the Control
of Industry by Margaret I. Cole (6d.), and an exposition
of the Policy of Guild Socialism (6d.). There is also a
booklet on The Two Internationals by R. Palme Dutt
(is. 6d)., which, in its ninety pages, brings together the
main facts and documents relating to these two important
groups. We heartily wish our friends the success they
deserve in their efforts to broaden the outlook of the
average man and woman, for if Labour is in the near
future to become a power in the land it will be likely to
use its power more wisely if it is balanced by knowledge
and meditation.

The Soviet regime in Russia is, even now, pretty much
of a legend for the newspaper-reading Englishman in spite
of the more or less sympathetic impressions of Mrs.
Snowden and Mr. Wells. He still regards the great figures
of this world-shaking movement as ogres, and blood-
thirsty tyrants, and day by day his antipathies are
supported by cock-and-bull stories invented in the purlieus
of Fleet Street! Quite the best picture of the very
human side of the leaders in the Russia of to-day is that
given by the ingenuous Communist Mrs. Clare Sheridan
in Russian Portraits (Jonathan Cape, 10s. 6d. net). Mrs.
Sheridan is an English aristocrat, and a sculptor of some
ability. She managed, more or less clandestinely, to get
over to Russia in 1920 for the purpose of doing portrait
busts of Lenin, Trotsky and others. The illustrations in
her books reveal not only the strength, but also the
humanity, the idealism of these masters of revolt. Her
notes of conversations, scenes, and doings have a fresh-
ness which we look for in vain in the bourgeois impres-
sions of Mr. Wells. It is curious to find in the aristocratic
artist an unashamed sympathy with the proletariat. It
serves to illustrate our theory that the middle-class is a
stumbling block in the way of progress.

Mrs. Sheridan was much surprised to find that her
friends did not believe in God, that they resented the idea
of a supreme ruler as a form of tyranny for which they
had no use. But she saw nothing of that intolerance of
religion, and sacrilegious treatment of sacred things which
we have been taught to regard as characteristic of
Atheistic Bolshevism. She reminds us that Napoleon
stabled his horses in the beautiful church of St. Basil,
and notes that her friends had done nothing as bad as
that. She also tells us in her charmingly ingenuous way
that she was not aware, before she went to Russia, that
idealism and unselfishness could go hand in hand with
Atheism. It was worth the journey to learn that, although
the history of our movement would have brought the facts
home to her with a clearness equally startling. “ We are
idealistic materialists,” Litvinov remarked to her, and
these Atheists who are creating a new world prove their
tolerance of religious thought by keeping the churches
open to all. But they do a little quiet propaganda work
by placing tablets here and there bearing the inscription,
“ Religion is the opiate of the people.” Mrs. Sheridan’
confesses that she could never quite understand the spirit
of this placarding of an opinion. She would have had no
difficulty in understanding it if she had remembered that
religious sentimentalists liave always looked with com-
placency upon the miseries of the labouring class as a
discipline placed by God for the salvation of the labourer’s
immortal soul, or to use Crabbe’s final word upon the
misery portrayed in his poems, " Man must endure—let
us submit and pray.” .1

The agent provocateur, or political spy, used to be re-
garded as a hateful product of the Russian Imperial
regime. He is now well established in democratic
America, and, strange to say, some of our friends tell us
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that they have knocked up against him even here in
England. The filthy habits of the beast and the corruption
in which he flourishes are depicted for us in a new and
powerful story by Mr. Upton Sinclair, The Spy (Werner
Laurie, 3s. 6d. net). It is one of the best bits of propa-
ganda we have seen, and it is something still better, a
good yarn. We do not forget that Mr. Sinclair is an artist
as well as a “ muck-raking ” idealist.

George Underwood.

How | Became a Freethinker.

I was brought up “ religious ” and the earliest days of
youth found me alternatively “ good ” and “ sorry that |
wasn’t good,” constantly haunted with the fear that every-
thing | did of an original nature was fearfully wicked.
At the age of nineteen | not only led classes of young
men in Bible reading and delivered bombastic ideas re-
garding what my friends should do to “ serve Jesus,” but
seriously considered becoming a red-hot evangelist and
“ serving the master.” (When I think of it to-day | thank
my stars | found sanity before I became hopeless.)

I shall never forget the memorable night of my awaken-
ing. | went with two Christian friends to hear a very
eloquent preacher who came to Aldershot with a “ message
from God.” | confess he was of the handsome and
attractive type of parson, with long intellectual hair and
a delivery savouring of honey, butter and milk (the
heavenly variety). His grandiose manner for once failed
to appeal to me. Somehow during the service | under-
went a change never before experienced. Whether it was
the weather, his excessive oratory, or the instinctive voice
of long choked reason |1 know not, but gradually | realized
I was a fool, a sentimental, canting fool full of flabby
ideas without foundation.

When the preacher said : “ Let all those who realize
the power and efficiency of the blood of Jesus Christ stand
and testify,” | not only remained seated but drew forth
the queerest of sounds from my religious friends around.
They gazed upon me with a new expression; | feel now
that if 1 had seen nothing but their horror-stricken faces |
should have turned my back on religion, | was mentally
beyond the pale at once. | was a heathen, a back-slider,
worse still— a doubter. After the service | remember the
parson accosted me and asked if | cared to come to a private
room and discuss the matter with him, he “ felt | was a
Christian very near the Light but my vision was blurred.”

I remember his exuberant emotion and his vague ex-
planations.

“Why do you let the question of the Virgin Birth
puzzle jou?” he said, “ we are not to question these
things, the Master commands us to follow him and that
implies complete faith. You have only to trust in the
blood of our blessed Lord. Why don’t you, brother? ”

In spite of my protesting that he had explained nothing,
that | felt 1 wanted certain points cleared up, he con-
tinued a vague jargon which | had so often used myself,
but which I now saw to be pure moonshine and the
essence of parrot talk. Finally, with great effort, he made
it a matter of prayer—and after ten minutes of the same
indefinite twaddle (only with his eyes closed and mine
uncommonly wide open) | found | was right and he was
wrong.

With his hands on my shoulder he said triumphantly,

" Now, brother, don’t you see the Light and God’s great
love? ”

I replied candidly, “ No, | certainly don’t.”

Then dramatically to me, and with the same expression
as | had noted on all my so-called friends’ faces, “ I can
do nothing for you—you a Christian and an active servant
of God, who deliberately reject the Gospel.”

Can | describe the feeling on leaving that church? |
felt 1 had left several tons of mental and emotional opium
behind. Every Christian scowl that met me in the porch
helped further to clear my vision. The whispers and
crafty glances from many an avowed friend told me the
truth about religion—that it was a mental dope of the
vilest kind.

But | was free—1 had the greatest of all gifts—an open,
progressive mind, ready to face every fact free of
traditional drags and chimeras. And, after the manner
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of the “ testifying .Salvationist,” | can say | want nothing
better and can serve no grander master than Truth, follow
no finer banner than that of suffering Humanity.

But | shall always remember the blind organist friend,
who, when he heard of my sudden unbelief, exclaimed:
“ The wretch, the scoundrel, he never could have been
saved, he will come to the gutter, a fit place for doubters.’

And this was the man whose blindness and sweet voice
evoked my pity—so much that | maintained him for ten
weeks!

Thank the stars | am a Freethinker! E. P-

Freetliouglat in South. Wales.
(June 27—July 3)

The third week in Wales has been even more successful
than the others. The audiences have been on a colossal
scale, the excitement has been intense.

On the Tuesday | should have spoken upon the usual
pitch in Ferndale, but two policemen informed me a local
resident had objected. Upon enquiry | learned this gentle-
man did not object to the Salvation Army on the same
pitch, but that, as a fat policeman seriously informed me,
was “ because they are doing the people some good.” The
altercation collected a crowd and when ordered to move |
invited the crowd to follow me to the Common. It did so
and we picked up hundreds en route, until at length,
seated upon the grass, quite 1,000 were gathered to hear
the message. An exciting but quite orderly meeting
followed, and at the end the audience literally fought to
buy our literature, until my stock was exhausted; | re'
turned to Ferndale on Saturday evening and gathered a
crowd almost twice as big as before. A local clergyman-—
quite the biggest ass | have yet met—continually inter-
rupted after failing to get his backers to drown my voice
in song, until even the crowd rebelled and howled at him
to stop it. When my address was over | invited him to
have ten minutes. | dealt faithfully with his very lame
contribution. This gentleman, who had won an MA->
tried his luck for ten minutes without advancing his cause
very materially. | said the requisite words in reply and
the outcome was his acceptance of our challenge to a
public debate which will be fixed up later. Nearly two
pounds’ worth of literature was sold and a Branch was
formed, and judging by the numerous applications f°r
forms it should be an extremely successful one.

On the Thursday 1 addressed a most attentive meeting
at Abercynon, a quiet little village where Frecthought s

little known. Interest and appreciation was displayed by
a good audience and | was invited to return. We sha*
get a Branch here with a little more support. A good

supply of leaflets was distributed and many books and
pamphlets sold.

The other four meetings of the week were held at Ponty'

pridd. Large crowds assembled on the Common and »*
creased in numbers as the week progressed. It had been
asked, seriously : " Whom shall we believe in : Lloy“

George or God Almighty? ” | replied : “ Put.your trus
in neither God nor the. Devil, but trust yourselves.”
the second evening, however, about a score of banners»
upon which were inscribed texts, most of them deal'll»
with my future home in a place devoted to heat, S
rounded the meeting. Upon one | noticed in large letter®:>
“ Jesus Christ or George Whitehead, which: clwO®
now!” The Premier has been evidently abandoned as
candidate for the heavy-weight championship of * .
Universe and | am now regarded by Wales as the J°e
formidable defender of mundane claims against
heavenly attack. | hereby thank Welsh Nonconformlz
for its timely recognition of my influence! In becom»lm
modesty let me assure them | will try to deserve it! f
Tlie two Sunday meetings at Pontypridd begfi
description. A Doctor of Theology behaved likc »
hooligan, several shillings’ worth of literature was sto”
and flung into the crowd by his supporters, but audicn™h
composed of many thousands of people for the most
expressed disappointment of these tactics and heard ®
message with appreciation, which upon my next v
will deepen into conversion. And the next meetings
Pontypridd will need no advertising! After the eyqOltit,
meeting thousands followed me to the station wit °ere
however, attempting to molest me. Most of them
quite appreciative.
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Over six pounds’ worth of literature was sold during the
week besides the supply that was stolen.
Altogether, my three weeks in Wales has been the most

strenuous, exciting, and successful of my platform ex-

perience. And still another man in Pontypridd wishes to
debate. George Whitehead.
Correspondence.
ENGLAND, IRELAND, AND CHRISTIANITY.

To the Editor of the “ Freethinker.’

Sir,—Never did Christ speak a truer word than when
be said, “ | came not to bring peace into the world, but a
sword.” It is nearly two thousand years since the Chris-
tian religion was founded, and the history of the nations
Professing it is one of warfare, bloodshed, and violence.
Christianity does not lend itself to ideals of nationality,
empire, and conquest. What a hypocritical farce and
humbug it is for a nation to profess Christianity and not
t° practise it. It is like a man professing teetotalism and
~earing the blue ribbon while he drinks wines, beers,
a'd spirits.

E Christianity has brought the nations professing it
to 110 better pass than the recent great war, the present
eivil war, and industrial strife, there is not much to be
Sad for Christianity, and it is time it were relegated to

le scrap heap, and some reasonable and natural religion
Slich as sun-worship put in its place.

England and Ireland are professedly Christian nations,
mt neither of them is practising the precepts and prin-
eiPles of Christianity, or behaving in a Christ-like manner
°le towards the other. Irish Christians are shooting
A"glish Christians and burning homes and shops and
Public buildings, and English Christians are retaliating
y shooting and hanging Irish Christians, and burning

lyir homes and carrying out reprisals on men, women,
cUldren and unborn babes.

V Christ could appear in the House of Commons to-day,

Is easy to imagine what counsel he would give as to
°Prisals, but his counsel would not be listened to; he
, °”hl be told to mind his own business and not to intcr-

in politics. Not a Member of the House, in fact,
~.culd believe him to be Christ, whether he appeared in
0jS uucient Eastern garb or in the top hat and frock coat
s Prcscut day conventionality; he would be considered
°’ue escaped lunatic and would be taken in charge by the
°*e and turned out.
lla so these Christians go on shooting and hanging
*el 1 °~ler>al(i burning each other’s homes, under the
Pm 1~ Christianity. Well might Jews, Mahommedans,
i~'ists, Hindus and “ Heathens” look on and say,
Uieally—“ gee how these Christians love one another ! ”

A. W. Maicoi.mson.

PATHOLOGICAL PIETY.

In the remote place where | am writing, several
Bjj red miles north of the Arctic Circle—where the
a 'Ug of the sun at midnight, well above the horizon is
jc °Inillonplace—1 am unusually interested in the excel-
10.i UEiele in the Freethinker of June 5, entitled “ Patho-
t01Ca Eicty ” ; the article is of great value, and | venture
my e leve that your readers will value a direct proof, from
is |)°'Vn Personal experience, that this awful self-torture
I'kd(  n° lllca,Is merely an ancient or bygone act of rc-
tlis" devotion; | think it is of sufficient value to make
for rea"y sickening truth known, to write thjs letter,

as .
beyo,”, - say> my knowledge is absolute, accurate, and
b'irst Ucs*011, | mention two cases.

MOsc ' 111 C'e great Uspenski cathedral in the Kremlin in
an ej§ ' Russia, on May 22, 1912, English date, | saw
llerselftr y woman in religious ccstacy repeatedly throw
heaj *he pavement of the cathedral, and beat her
preva?p  sbrieking and screaming the religious exercises
tism UIE af the time; a small number of the congrega-
'Ocbin,m<UK\e”™ the woman, forming a sort of barrier,
they £ ?n w’th active but not excited interest, nor did
or cahnj( 3n™ or influence in the way of quietening

the otlipin*v~ e.Woman 1 their influence was plainly in
r direction, they encouraged her.
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The second case was of a much more pronounced and
unequivocal character; it was at the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre, in Jerusalem, where | have made such a care-
ful and thorough study of the antics of Christians, that |
have actually made twelve distinct visits there in twelve
different years, sometimes remaining there for weeks at
a time for that purpose, going all the way from America
each time.

What | narrate occurred about March, 1908, it was just
in front of the Calvary chapel (the “ Mount Calvary ” of
the Bible). A long-haired devotee, rather crazy looking,
was fiercely tearing the garments that covered his chest,
and .was violently drawing a knife across his ribs. He
had a wild, agonized expression, about what one would
expect to see under the circumstances, and sufficient
blood was drawn to make a distinct pool at his feet;
perhaps sixty priests, monks, and devotees surrounded
him, and not only did not discourage him, but very
actively encouraged him by gesture, word and mumbled
prayer. | may say, that such events do not seem to be
very common in Jerusalem at present, although the one
| narrate caused really no excitement. | mentioned it
that same evening to several of niv Christian acquaint-
ances in Jerusalem, and their replies all showed it to be
a “ common-place.” One reply shows the attitude of all :
“ Oh, yes! one of those crazy devotees!”

But | noted, and ask your readers to again note, that
no evidence whatever showed the devotee to be any
crazier than those who surrounded him, except a whole-
some regard for the integrity of their own skins. No act,
or word, showed any disapproval of uie devotees con-
duct, nor any sympathy or pity for his suffering. Their
attitude, | translate—and | studied this matter with the
greatest care— to have said : “ Keep on, brother, good
man, God sees, and will reward; let not transient pain
prevent your beautiful act of faith.”

Philip G. Peabody.

THE W. H. HUNT AFFAIR.

Sir,—1 have read with interest your various recent
comments on the calamity which befel Mr. Hunt through
supportiing an advertisement which appeared in these
columns. Mr. Hunt lost not only his employment but
his home. To get a dwelling place at all he has had to
buy a house, and every penny of the savings of years has
vanished. He has an invalid wife and seven children.
Every wage-earner of the family is unemployed at present,
and Mr. Hunt has no prospect whatever of employment
for himself. He and his are faced with literal destitution,
and it seems only right that we, his fellow Freethinkers,
should show our sincere sympathy in some tangible,
practical form. Mr. Hunt is a stranger to me, but, as all
his personal friends have had their incomes stopped by the
labour crisis, 1 propose taking it upon myself to raise a
subscription amongst Freethinker readers for Mr. Hunt'’s
benefit. The amount to be aimed at should preferably be
a sufficient sum to start him in business, but, failing this,
we can surely amongst us find enough to keep him going
until some business reader of the Freethinker can offer
him suitable service. The chance of securing a servant of
his proved integrity and mental capacity, with the
additional recommendation of being a Freethinker, is an
opportunity not often available.

If you, Sir, will permit publication of this appeal, |
shall myself take charge of donations to the W. H. Hunt
Sympathy Fund at this address, and will send acknow-
ledgments to every contribution to each individual sub-
scriber. | shall also be delighted to put into touch with
Mr. Hunt any gentleman wishing to offer him employ-
ment. | open the Fund with a personal contribution of
one sovereign, regretting that in present circumstances it
cannot be more, and hoping that at least twenty amongst
us will be found able and willing to give twenty times as
much, individually. All ought to give what they can,
and the smallest sum will be as thankfully accepted as
the greatest. | specially appeal to every individual
Branch Secretary to bring this Fund to the notice of their
members. Collective donations would be most convenient,
and | suggest that collections be made at all Meetings
and Lectures, both outdoor and indoor.

D. Macconnesi,.
New Street, Bakewell.
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“ THE UNDERWORLD.”

Sir,—When | read in J. Efiel’'s reply that he was an
author, a well trained heavy-weight, a ring-craft expert
and a man of dignified intelligence to boot, | was force-
fully reminded of Charles Dickens’ “ Josiah Bounderby,
of Coketown.” | was also amazed, unconvinced, yet all
attention to see if | could find any reason to alter my first
impressions. But | was disappointed. He had even mis-
taken my honesty for “ swank,” and quibbled over such a
trifle as Walsh, which ought to have been written Welsh,
instead of admitting that he had made the mistake of
generalizing when he ought to have particularized in his
attempt to deal with the Underworld.

However, he is too disdainful to discuss the matter
further, and | am glad, for the man who can love abuse—
when thrown at others—and at the same time threaten to
put me “ through it ” for having dared to throw abuse at
him, is of little importance. And here, so far as | am con-
cerned, J. Efiel, author, well trained heavy-weight, etc.,
and 1, must part company.

[Several letters are held over till next week.—Editor.]

A. Langley.

Obituary.

New Manchester Branch.— It is with deep regret | have
to record the death of Mrs. Mary Ramsden, of 32 Cliilworth
Street, Rusholme, Manchester, which occurred on June 29
after a serious illness. Deceased was in her 70th year and
had been a staunch supporter of the old Branch for many
years. She became acquainted with Freethought in
Sydney, Australia, over 38 years ago, where she heard Mr.
Charles Bright speak on several occasions. The body was
laid to rest on Saturday afternoon, July 2, in Hyde Road
Cemetery, where Mr. F. E. Monks, the Branch President,
read a Secular Burial Service.—Harold |. Bayford.

SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on
Tuesday and be marked “ Lecture Notice ” if not sent on
post card.

LONDON.

Indoor.

Metropolitan  Secular Society (Johnson’s Dancing
Academy, 241 Marylebone Road, near Edgware Road) : 7.30,

Debate : " Communism,” Affirmative, Councillor Isaacs,
Negative, Mr. Yeates.
South Place Ethical Society (South Place, Moorgate

Street, E.C. 2) : “ Plain Facts About

Prohibition.”

ii, S. K. Ratcliffe,

Qutdoor.

Bethnal Green Branch N. S. S. (Victoria Park, near the
Bandstand) : 6.15, Mr. A. D. MclLaren, *“ Freethought,
Destructive and Constructive.”

North London Branch N. S. S. (Regent’s Park) : 6,
Mr. R. H. Rosetti, A Lecture.

South London Branch N. S. S. (Brockwell Park) : 3.15 and
6.15, Mr. J. B. Johnson, Lectures.

COUNTRY.
Outdoor.

Leeds Branch N. S. S. (Victoria Square, Leeds) : 8, Mr.
George Whitehead, A Lecture.

OOTS AND SHOES.— Gentlemen, we strongly
recommend to you for high days and holidays our 241X

Boot. Really high grade in workmanship and material and a
smart model, in sizes and half sizes, and the price is only
23/6. Ladies, for a smart Shoe at a moderate figure, try our
No. 511 Glacé Gibson, with Patent Toecap and Cable Stitched
Welt, at 20/-, in sizes and half sizes. A Shoe we have sold
for years, and which has made us many customers. It is a
comfortable fitting Shoe for any ordinary foot, but for those
requiring extra width our No. 34 .Shoe, at 24/-, is unexcelled
for ease combined with smart appearance. Unsuitable goods
exchanged, or money refunded. Cash to accompany orders.
Postage is free.—Macconnell and Made, New Street, Bakevvell.

YOUNG MAN requires employment, any capacity,
willing to learn trade.— E. A. H., c¢/o “ Freethinker” Office,
61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C. 4.
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LIST OP BOOKS.

Freethinker's, Bound, 1911, 1912, 1913, 1914, 1915, 1916, 1917»
1918, 1919. Freethinker for 1920, Unbound, each 10s. per vol.
Everyman, ten vols., Bound; four vols. Unbound, £2; Literary
Guide, 1914-1916, Bound in one vol., 10s.; Literary Grade,
1917-1918, Bound in one vol., 10s.; Truthseeker, two vols., 10s.,
scarce; raine, Thomas, Political Works of. A very old
Edition, with fine Portrait of Paine. Bound with it twenty-
three numbers of Lancashire Beccons, Editor C. Southwell,
10s.; Review of Reviews, 1891, Bound, Biography of Annie
Besant, 5s.; Book of Virgins, Saladin, 3s.; History of the
Jews, C. Howell, 2s.; Life of Jesus, Renan (Trubner Edition),
3s.; English Life of Jesus (Scott), and several other of his
pamphlets nicely bound, six vols. in all, 12s.; Six Lectures
by Francis Wright, is.; Debates and Pamphlets, Joseph
Symes, 2s.; Cooper’'s Journal, 1850, 3s.; Freethinker's Text
Book, three vols., 15s.; Man and God, J. M. A. Perot, 3s;
Biography of Charles Bradlaugh, Headingley, 3s.; After Lift
of the Apostles, C. Howell, 2s.; Theodore Parker's Works,
nine vols., 15s.; Three Trials of William Hone, 3s.; Tractatus
Theologico Politicus, Spinoza, 5s.; Religion of the Brain, W
Smith, 2S.; Heroes and Martyrs of Freethought, Foote and
Watts, Scarce, 3s.; Career of Religious lIdeas, Bennett, 3s.;
Rights of Man, Thomas Paine, (Watts' Edition), Scarce 2s,;
On Liberty, J. S. Mill, 1873 Edition, 2s.; Faith, Facts and
Frauds of Religious History, E. N. Britter, 2s.; Origin and
Nature of Secularism, Holyoake, 2s.; Trial of Theism, Holy'
oake, 5s.; Notes on Ingersoll, Rev. L. A. Lambert, 3s.; Nov>
Review, four vols., Bradlaugh’s Political Articles, 10s. \Chan-
ning’'s Works, two vols., 8s.; Education, Herbert Spencer, 1878
Edition, 2s.; Flowers of Freethought, two vols., 6s.; Semitic
Gods and the Bible, Bennett, 5s.; Satires and Profanities,
Thomson, 6s.; God and the Bible, Matthew Arnold, 4s'j
Thoughts on Religion, Romanes, 4s.; Spy’s Cartoon of
“ Iconoclast,” 5s.; The Jesus of the Gospels, Two Nights
Debate, Rev. A. Hatchard and A. Besaut, is.; Atheism,
Debate, A. Besant and Rev. G. F. Handel Rome, 2Sj
Direction of our Civilization, A. J. Cooper, is.; Trial of
William Tunbridge, Mock Trial, came from J. M. Wheelers
Collection, 2s.; Voltaire, J. M. Wheeler, is.; English Review,
March, 1913, Article on Meredith by Mr. Foote, is.; Modern
Spiritualism, Two Nights’ Debate between C. Bradlaugh and
Mr. J. Burns, 1872, is.; Agnostic Annuals and R. Pr A’
Annuals for 1905, 1909, 1910, 1911, 1912, 1913, 1914, 1915 I9I°’
1917, 1921, Paper, 6d. each; for 1905, 1906, 1907, 1918, 19*9
1920, Cloth, is. each; Humanist, vol. i., Bound, and several
numbers Unbound, 7s.; John o' London’s Weekly, about 15°
numbers, 7s.—G. Parsons, 181 Globe Road, Green Street)
Bethnal Green, E. 2

S UITS made to your own special measurements

requirements, fit and workmanship guaranteed through°uj
from £2 12s. to (9 is. 6d. Sports Coats from 42s. to 7°*
Flannel Trousers, 23s. 6d. to 35s. Patterns and Infallible Sen”
Measurement Chart sent free on request. When writing 1
patterns give some idea of the price you would like to p3®
as we have over 200 Cloths. Make a point of always gettill»
our quotations before buying elsewhere. Cash to nccotnp3*
orders. Postage is free.—Macconnkll and Made, New Stre*’
Bakewcll.

OITUATION WANTED.— Last twelve years as™
VI Colliery Official, seven as a Deputy, one as an
and four ns an Undermanager. Possession of second
certificate of competency. Age forty-five. Experienced
longwall and dealing with spontaneous combustion. V
missed previous situation for answering an advertisement
the Freethinker for literature..—W. H. Hunt, 155 Haunch#0
Road, Stockingford, Nuneaton.

ubstantial reductions in Prices of
and Corderoy Garments. We are now doing Men’sTrou”
to measure as low as 15/6, but specially recommend -
NFK quality, which for Lined Trousers is now 24/< 9jjj
21/- for Unliued Trousers. Vests and other garments

proportion. Patterns and Self-Measurement Chart frce ry
request. Satisfaction is guaranteed. Cash to accomP3~
orders. Postage is free.—Macconnell and Mare, New SVe
Bakewell.
Bibu it
PROPAGANDIST 1l1eaflets. k
Teetotalism, J.M, Wheeler; 3. Principles of Secula*J n
C. Watts; 4. Where Are Your Hospitalsf R. Ingers® "7
Because the Bible Tells Me So, W. P. Ball; 6. Why BeL t
G. W. Foote; 7. Advice to Parents, Ingersoll. Often the
of arresting attention and making new members. Price /™
hundred, post free is. 2d. Samples on receipt of 5 gjti
addressed envelope.—N. S. S. Secretary, 62 Farringdon
E.C. 4.
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THEISM OR ATHEISM P

BY
CHAPMAN COHEN.

CONTENTS :
Part I.—An E xamination of Theism.

Chapter 1.—What is God? Chapter Il.—The Origin of the
Idea of God. Chapter Ill.—Have we a Religious Sense?
Chapter 1V.—The Argument from Existence. Chapter V.—
The Argument from Causation. Chapter VI.—The Argument

from Design. Chapter VII.—The Disharmonies of Nature.
Chapter VIIl.—God and Evolution. Chapter 1X.—The
Problem of Pain.
Part Il.—Substitutes for Atheism.

Chapter X.—A Question of Prejudice. Chapter XI.—What

Is Atheism? Chapter XIl.—Spencer and the Unknowable.

Chapter XI1l1.—Agnosticism. Chapter XIV.—Atheism and
Morals. Chapter XV.—Atheism Inevitable.

Bound in full Cloth, Gilt Lettered.
(Postage 3d.)

Price 5s.

The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, B.C. 4.

RELIGION AND SEX.

Studies in the Pathology of Religious Development.

BY
CHAPMAN COHEN.

A Systematic and Comprehensive Survey of the relations
etween the sexual instinct and morbid and abnormal mental
Jji™tes and the sense of religious exaltation and illumination,
the ground covered ranges from the primitive culture stage
°i present-day revivalism and mysticism. The work is
S\entific in tone, but written in a style that will make it
jpute acceptable to the general reader, and should prove of
'Iterest no less to the Sociologist than to the Student of
r Zion. It is a work that should be in the hands of all
interested in Sociology, Religion, or Psychology.

Enge 8O weji printed on superior paper, cloth bound, and
gilt lettered.

Price Six Shillings. Postage gd.

1he Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C. 4.

determinism or Free-Will?

By CHAPMAN COHEN.

EDITION Revised and Enlarged.

CONTENTS:
Chapter 1.—The Question Stated. Chapter I1.—
freedom ” and “ Will.” Chapter 111.—Conseious-

Deliberation, and Choice. Chapter IV.—Some
Pr f @ Consequences of Determinism. Chapter V.—
q.° cssor James on the “ Dilemma of Determinism.”
sibTfer The Nature and Implications of Respon-

Cha', ' Chapter VIl.—Determinism and Character.
Pfur VII1.—A Problem in Determinism. Chapter

I X.—Environment.

Well printed on good paper.

@ tappers 1* gd., by post is. nd.; or strongly
Oud to Half-Cloth 2s. 6d., by post 2s. gd.

E Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C. 4.
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Two Great FreethinKers.

ROBERT G. INGERSOLL

BY
C. T. GORHAM.

A Biographical Sketch of America’s Greatest
Freethought Advocate. @ With Four Plates.

CHARLES BRADLAUGH

BY
The Right Hon. J. M. ROBERTSON.

An Authoritative Life of one of the greatest Reformers
of the Nineteenth Century, and the only one now
obtainable. With Four Portraits.

In Paper Covers, 2S. (postage 2d.). Cloth Bound
3s. 6d. (postage 2jd.) each Volume.

The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C. 4.

THE BIBLE HANDBOOK.

For Freethinkers and Inquiring Christians.

By G. W. FOOTE and W. P. BALL.

NEW EDITION.
(Issued by the Secular Society, Limited.)

CONTENTS :
Part 1.—Bible Contradictions. Part Il.—Bible Absurdities.
Part 111.—Bible Atrocities. Part 1V.—Bible Immoralities,
Indecencies, Obscenities, Broken Promises, and Unfulfilled
Prophecies.

Cloth Bound. Price 2s. 6d. Postage 3d.

One of the most useful books ever published. Invaluable to
Freethinkers answering Christians.

The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C. 4.

PROPAGANDIST LEAFLETS.

(Issued by the National Secular Society.)

Three New Leaflets that will be useful to Christians
and Freethinkers.

DO YOU WANT THE TRUTH? By C. Cohen.
DOES GOD CARE ? By W. Mann.
RELIGION AND SCIENCE. By A. D. MclLaren.

Price Is. 6d. per hundred.
(Postage 3d.)

Each four pages.

TnE Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C. 4-
PIONEER LEAFLETS.
By CHAPMAN COHEN.
lo. L What Will You Pat is Ito Pitot ?
No. > Dying Freethinker!.
1 O.i. The Beliefe of Unbeliever!.
lo. B. Am Ohrlitltni Inferior to Freethinker!?
Mo. B. DOOL Han Delira God?

Price Is. 6d. per 100.
(Postage 3d)

The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C. 4.
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A BOOK THAT MADE HISTORY.

THE RUINS: A Survey of the
Revolutions of Empires.

TO WHICH IS ADDED

THE LAW OF NATURE.

By C. F. YOLNEY.

A New Edition, being a Revised Translation with Introduction by George Underwood
Portrait, Astronomical Charts, and Artistic Cover Design by H. Cutner.

PRICE FIVE SHILLINGS.
(Postage 3d.)

This is a Work that all Freethinkers should read. Its influence on the history of Freethought

has been profound, and at the distance of more than a century its philosophy must command the
admiration of all serious students of human history. This is an Unabridged Edition of one of the
greatest of Freethought Classics with all the original notes. No better edition has been issued.

THE PIONEER PRESS, 61 FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.C.4

NEW WORK BY J. T. LLOYD.

GOD-EATING.

A Study in Christianity and Cannibalism-

(Issued by the Secular Society, Limited.)

A Valuable Study of the Central Doctrine of Christianity. Should be read by both Christians and Freethinker

In Coloured Wrapper. Price Sixpence. Postage i£d.

THE PIONEER PRESS, 61 FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.C.4

A NEW EDITION. JUST PUBLISHED.

MISTAKES- OF MOSES JESUS CHRIST: wan, God, or

With a Chapter on “ Was Jesus a Socialist?’

COLONEL INGERSOLL. By GEORGE WHITEHEAD.

Author of " The Psychology of the Woman Question ~
(Issued by the Secular Society, Limited.)
A Careful Examination of the Character and Teac
32 pages. PRICE TWOPENCE. of the New Testament Jesus.
(Postage $d.) .
Well Printed on Good Paper. In Paper Covers,
Should be circulated by the thousand.

Issued for postage 2d.; Printed on Superior Paper and boU°

propagandist purposes. Cloth, 3s. 6d., postage 3d.

The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C. 4. The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E-C-
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