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Views and Opinions.

Christianity and Socialism.

There was a May Day procession in Glasgow that
sttoved the leader-writer of the Bulletin to pity. The
Procession consisted of several lorry-loads of children
belonging to the Socialist Sunday-school. The children
‘'vere not ill-clad, nor did they look unhappy. lll-clad
and unhappy children in Christian countries are too
common to call for any special comment. The Bulletin's
Pity was aroused by the fact that these children were
being brought up without religious instruction—or at
least without the proper religious instruction. And the
anonymous writer is “ absolutely certain ” that those
responsible are “ wronging the young people,” who are
being offered something as “ a substitute for religious
education.” “ They are being wilfully deprived of the
only sure safeguard of wayward, sensual, selfish man.”
These children, who ought to have been singing about
*he blood of the Lamb, were singing 'songs that hadn’t
a gill of blood in them. Instead of learning the Shorter
Catechism, they were learning songs about brotherhood
and similar rubbish. Their being well-clad and happy
only added to the pity of it. They should have been
ditty and neglected—then the Bulletin's heart would
bave gone out to them.

* * x

Labour and the Churches.

The complaint of the Bulletin is that there is not
enough religion mixed up with the Labour and Socialist
Movement. Our own complaint is that there is rather
I°0 much ; and there is too strong a tendency for certain
People belonging to these movements to play to the re-
ligious gallery. It is not here a question of whether
certain social theories are true or false, sound or un-
bound. It is simply that if the Labour Movement, or
any other social movement, is to develop healthfully or
Profitably, it must steer clear of entanglement with all

Churches. For the Churches, big and little, Pro-
liant and Catholic, Dissenting and Established, have
Ibeir own game to play, and their interest in any move-
i“ent is never more than a sectarian one. Look, for
'“stance, at the Church of England. It is one of the
rgest landowners in the country. What help is that
‘Kely to give towards a satisfactory solution of the Land
£pestion ? It has been pointed out before the Coal
~Amission that annually the Church takes between
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three and four hundred thousand pounds in mining
royalties. What help will anyone get there who believes
in the nationalization of the mines? And if the Dis-
senting Churches do not rank so largely as landowners,
or are not recipients of royalties, they are quite as
heavily committed to support established and vested
interests. Socialists and Labourists may imagine they
can fool the Churches ; in the long run the Churches bid
fair to fool them. It is not the first time that the
Churches have broken up a movement from within,
after failing to smash it from without.

* * *

The Church and the Schools.

A few weeks ago we called attention to a remarkable
feature of the Scottish education elections. This was
the number of Roman Catholic candidates returned.
One of the Scottish papers said at the time that ninety-
three per cent, of the Catholic voters went to the poll.
This is a phenomenal and an unheard-of proportion of
voters in any election ; and we decline to believe that
these voters went to the poll because of their interest in
education. Plainly, they went because Abeir priests
ordered them to go. And the priests ordered them to
return certain Roman Catholic candidates in order to
safeguard the interests of Roman Catholic schools—in
other words, the interests of the Roman Catholic Church.
The paramount interest of each of these elected candi-
dates is not education, but religion. They are there to
see that the children get as much religion as is possible.
These men may be quite worthy persons—about that
we do not know nor care ; we only know that their con-
trolling interest is the welfare of the Roman Catholic
Church. We put the question to those interested in
Labour questions, and who appear to _be attracted by a
suggested alliance between Roman Catholicism and
Labour, whether they can place reliance upon voters
who vote this way or that at the order of their priest ?
Have either these voters or their masters a real under-
standing of the Labour Question, or any intelligent
interest in it ? Is it the Labour world that is capturing
the Church, or is it the Church that is out to capture
the Labour Movement ?

An Ingenuous Plea.

The peculiar tactics of the Roman Catholic is clearly
shown in an article which appeared in a recent number
of the Scottish Socialist paper Forward. It is an advance
proof of what the editor calls “ a remarkable special
article appearing in the Catholic press in England.”
Evidently it is an article inspired by authority, and it is
also evident that the Church feels that the labour move-
ments is escaping its control. “ Many Socialists,” it
says, “ are Secularists....... But in Scotland the Catholic
members in Trade Unions and Labour organizations
counteract any sinister influence with which Secularism
might seek to invest labour.” And this is preceded by
the following ingenuous statement of policy :(—

When a clear-cut Catholic issue arises and demands
the defence of the Catholic electorate, a call is made
and is loyally met......But except where there is a
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clear-cut Catholic case, the Catholic Hierarchy and

clergy wisely leave the Catholics of the country to

their own devices.
Now, that substantiates all we have just said. In sub-
stance it says that Catholics may vote as they please—
except when and where their priests order them to vote
otherwise. Then they must vote with the unanimity of
a flock of sheep. For who is tojudge when there is a
Catholic case ? Not Catholic electors, but the priests.
The Church must come first, and after that nothing
matters. We leave Catholics to their own devices, says
the priest in England. In Italy the Pope declares
against Socialism, and in Ireland Cardinal Logue says
in an official pronouncement: “ Socialism in any of the
forms in which its advocates propound it is inconsistent
with Christianity.” |If workers in the Labour Movement
regard an alliance with the Catholic Church as giving
strength to their cause they are much bigger fools than
we take them for.

* * '%x

The Acid Test.
The Labour Movements, either in England or else-

where, owe nothing to any of the Christian Churches
—except that they have succeeded in bringing several
of them to ruin. It received no help from the Churches
during its period of greatest struggle, and it is unlikely
to get real help or intelligent counsel now it is more
favourably situated. “ In their bones” the best of the
working-classes everywhere realize this; and it is not
without significance that all over the world, in the past
as in the present, a real revolt of the people against in-
tolerable conditions has always been directed against the
Churches. How could it be otherwise ? What upheld
the worst forms of Russian Tsarism ? The Church.
What upheld the villainies of the Ancien Regime in
France ? The Church. What countenanced and apo-
logized for the almost unbelievable horror and infamy of
the English factory system ? All the Churches. And
when that great Atheistic reformer, Robert Owen, set
to work to educate and help the people who were his
greatest enemies? The Churches. Robert Owen
denounced “ All the religions of the world as so many
forms of geographical insanity "—if he had added “ dis-
guised rascality ” he would not have greatly overstrained
the truth. *o*

Wanted, Common Sense.
We are not now concerned with whether any particular

social theory is good or bad. Our desire is to enforce
the lesson that if any purely social movement is to
achieve all that it might achieve for good, it must keep
clear of preachermen and their kind. The Roman
Catholic priest cannot help letting it be seen that he is
serving the interests of his Church—and those behind.
The tactics of the Protestant priest are different in form,
but they are the same in essence. As a whole, Churches
show an interest in the schools. Why ? Because it is
vital to them that they should control the rising genera-
tion. As a whole, they are interested in the Sunday
Question. Why ? Because here again their sectarian
interests are affected. But where these sectarian inte-
rests do not arise what kind of activity do the Churches
then display ? They can talk of morality and tolerate
conditions—many drawing revenues, from them—that
make morality a practical impossibility. The vested
interests of the world knew their business when they
subsidized religion. It has been one of their best, if
not their most profitable investments. It is not true
that religion was “ invented by knaves to impose on
fools.” It is true that it has been very widely used for
that purpose; and the fools are never so foolish as when
they join hands with the knaves for their own exploitation.

Chapman Cohen.
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Keeping the Spiritual Fire

Burning.

T hat isthe problem of problems with sincerely religious

people. What is called spiritual fire is perpetually
threatening to go out. This is a fact of universal
experience. From age to age it has been the supreme

lament of the pulpit that the people generally forget God,
neglect his worship, and bring his name into contempt.
Neither man nor woman, however saintly, has ever risen
above the peril of letting the spiritual fire burn low,
smoulder, and die. This is the danger against which
the faithful are constantly and most solemnly warned in
the Bible and books of devotion. Religion is a fire that
kindles not from within, but always from swithout;
neither is it, once started, self-fed, but must ever depend
upon an eternal supply of fuel. It is the sole business
of the clergy and their satellites to kindle it in the hearts
of little children, and afterwards to keep on systematic-
ally feeding it to the end of life. That is the object
aimed at in all religious assemblies. In the correspon-
dence column of the British Weekly for May 1 there was
a pathetic letter from “ H. A.” appealing to Professor
David Smith for help thus :—

I am an old man, seventy-seven next month, and with
increasing years has come an impaired power of hear-
ing. Latterly it has become acute, and | have been
unable to follow my minister on Sundays either in prayer
or in his sermons. | have changed my seat, but have
gained nothing. The loss to me is great. | am anxious
to keep the spiritual fire burning, and with that as my
object | am writing to ask if you can make any sugges-
tions that may prove useful to me.

That poor old man was afraid, in consequence of his
inability to follow the services of his Church, his religious
life would perish. In reply Dr. Smith offers smooth,
decorous platitudes, but provides no real remedy. He
exhorts the elderly gentleman to face the inevitable and
adapt himself to it, casting up, as it were, his account,
calculating His losses, and making the best of what
remains. He alludes to “ the precious asset of human
fellowship.” “ To my thinking,” he says, “ the heaviest of
curses is that old Roman malediction : Moriatur ultimus
suorum, ‘ May he die last of his people’! and it is my
constant prayer that, if | am spared to old age, | may
never, please God, be left desolate among strangers, with
no loving hands to tend me and close my eyes.” Another
advice Dr. Smith gives is to fall back upon the asset of
“ a gracious memory,” saying :i—

You have loved the Gospel in the past and found
blessing in the ordinances of the House of God; and
now that this solace is denied you your experience is a
rich storehouse of blessed remembrance....... The visions
of youth are ever the dreams of age ; and it is well for
you that now, when your soul dwells in silence, you can
“ hear far voices out of darkness calling your feet to
paths unknown.” This is the final and crowning com-
fort of a godly life.

Deafness is, of course, a physical infirmity, and under
it the Professor recommends “ H. A.” to reflect thus (—

Think of the men who have inscribed their names
deep on the pages of history; how many of them
laboured under some disability ? Alexander the Great
was a hunchback, and he conquered the world; Julius
Ciesar, Nelson, Napoleon, and Wellington were mere
mannikins, to say nothing of St. Paul, who, though but
“ three cubits high,” yet touched “ the heavens ~ Homer
was blind and so was Milton; Epictetus was lame—
“ that halting slave who in Nicopolis taught Arrian when
Vespasian's brutal son cleared Rome of what most
shamed him” ; and so were Shakespeare (if indeed the
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critics will suffer us to believe his own testimony), and
Byron, and Kelvin ; and Beethoven was deaf—

Though so deaf he could not hear the thunder for a token.
He made the music of his soul the grandest ever spoken.

No doubt the delights of memory are most precious,
especially in old age. It is exceedingly pleasant to bear
in mind that some of the world’s greatest thinkers
achieved their triumphs in spite of serious obstacles.
But with all due deference to the erudite Professor, we
are convinced that he utterly fails to meet “ H. A.’s”
difficulty, which is, how to retain his religion when he
can no longer follow his minister in his prayers and
sermons. He evidently feels that already the spiritual
fire within him is not so bright as it used to be in
years gone by, and he dreads the possibility of its going
out for lack of fuel. To keep it burning, one must
not neglect to put fresh coal upon it for a single day.
The truth is that between religion and our nature there
is no vital connection; they are brought and kept
together by purely artificial means, while in the absence
of such means the connection is never established. Mr.
H. G. Wells’ Joan and Peter is the story of an education.
Joan and Peter were reared in a non-religious home.
When they were quite young their parents were drowned
in Italy, and one of their guardians, Lady Charlotte,
being a religious fanatic, had them duly baptized and
sent to a religious school; but the attempt to convert
them to the Christian religion was a complete failure*
Later, Oswald Sydenham became their sole guardian, and
one day Joan approached him when he was smoking in
the little harbour at the Ingle-Nook, and said : “ Mrs.
Pybus said that everyone who doesn’t believe there is a
God goes straight to hell.” She added: “ | don't believe
there’s a God, and Peter knows there isn't.” Oswald
Was for a moment taken aback by so bold and emphatic
a statement; but all he could say was this:—

One thing you may be sure about, Joan, and that is
that there isn't a hell. Which is rather a pity in its
way, because it would be nice to think of this Mrs.
Pybus of yours going there. But there’s no hell at all*
There’s nothing more dreadful than the dreadful things
in life. There’s no need to worry about hell.

Oswald was by no means an orthodox believer himself,
but Joan was certain that he believed in God, though he
did not say so on that occasion. “ Then she asked one
of those unanswerable children’s questions that are all
implication, imputation, assumption, misunderstanding,
and elision : ‘ But if there isn't a hell, what does God
do?” Joan and Peter were Atheists simply because
they had had no religious upbringing. God never makes
himself known to anybody ; and even those who believe
most firmly that he exists must hold him in their
thoughts with the utmost persistence, or they will forget
him altogether, and live as if he were not. It seems to
he a law of the religious life that unless you pray with-
out ceasing you will soon not pray at all, or that unless
you think of God every moment you will end, and that
erelong, by losing all sense of him. The curious thing
*s, however, that God never reminds anybody of his
existence, never complains of being forgotten, never
Praises nor blames those whose father he is said to be-
All that is done by those who claim to be his spokes-
men. Was it not Carlyle who remarked that God’s
ehief characteristic is that he does nothing ? and the late
Sir Robert Anderson published a book, significantly en-
titled The Silence of God. Well, a God who neither acts
stor speaks can only be an object of blind belief, and
never of direct or even indirect knowledge, and with
Scarcely an exception the belief is infused into the mind
,n earliest childhood. Supernatural belief antedates
natural knowledge, and hundreds of thousands there are
Mio lose the former with the advent of the latter. It is
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only a comparatively small number of people who har-
bour both simultaneously, and even in their case there is
going on a never-ending conflict between the two. To
keep the so-called spiritual fire burning is an enormously
difficult task, while only one here and there succeeds in
making it flame out and light up the whole of life.

Professor Smith’s article contains much that is pro-
foundly true and well put. There are people who are
made perfect through suffering. Struggle, duly waged, is
a potent tonic, securing the survival of the fit. In other
words, it is struggle that produces fitness to survive.
The Professor well says :—

Preachers are fond of dwelling on the compensations
of life; but this is a shallow notion. It is not a question
of compensation at all. The truth is not that when we
lose at one point we can turn to another and get on with
little inconvenience. It is rather this: that our losses,
when we accept them gently and manfully and believ-
ingly, are transfigured ; they are themselves transmuted
into precious possessions, and we win by means of them
undreamed of enlargement and enrichment such as we
could never have known without them.

The truth of that extract savours not of supernatural-
ism. The Buddha might have uttered it, or a modern
Secularist.  What “ H. A.” meant by “ the spiritual
fire ” was communion with God in Christ, joy in the
Holy Ghost, or the sense of eternity, which is facilitated
and perfected by listening to prayers and sermons, and
which at best is evanescent and illusory.

J. T. L1oyd.

An OIld Friend In a New Dress.

Yearning in desire
To follow knowledge, like a sinking star,
Beyond the utmost bounds of human thought.

— Tennyson.
I have no sceptre, but | have a pen.

—Voltaire to Frederick the Great.
Voltaire gave the death-stab to modern superstition.
—Carlyle.
T hackeray, in the beginning of his famous lectures on
The Four Georges, makes affectionate mention of an old
friend whose life extended far back into the eighteenth
century. “ | often thought,” the popular novelist said,
“as | took my kind old friend’s hand, how, with it, |
held on to the old society.” Even such a link with the
past is the great satirist, Voltaire, whose live writings
bridge the gulf between the eighteenth and twentieth
centuries.

For this reason an excellent reprint of some of the
most readable articles in Voltaire’s Philosophical Dic-
tionary, issued by the Pioneer Press, will be welcomed
by all Freethinkers. The introduction, by Mr. Chapman
Cohen, is an*admirable piece of work, and on this ac-
count alone the new edition of one of Voltaire’s master-
pieces deserves to be bought, and kept, for he who has
read it will be sure to find need at times to refer to its
instructive and suggestive pages.

The poison-gas of the pulpits that surrounded Vol-
taire during his lifetime still helps to obscure and warp
the judgment of the ordinary reader. This preface will
help to dispel the poisonous fog, and many who never
thought of looking into the pages of so ostracized a
writer as Voltaire will now make the acquaintance of
one of the greatest of authors, one of the boldest of
Freethinkers, one of the foremost of Humanitarians.

The Philosophical Dictionary itself is a most entertain-
ing book, and the simple fact that it has survived
through many decades the attacks of the whole strength
of the Black Army is a proof of its vitality. It was, in
its day, “ a thunderous engine of revolt,” to use Lord
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Morley’s famous phrase, and Voltaire’s opponents fully
recognized this, and, in default of argument, replied,
characteristically, by insult, untruth, and the shameless
behaviour which has usually been associated with Chris-
tian apologetics. Hence the stories of Voltaire's death-
bed, and other idle tales of holy horrors, which have
been retailed for generations, and are still served up by
the unscrupulous for the edification of the uneducated.
Voltaire is being reckoned at his true worth at last, in
spite of orthodox venom, and it is sometimes interesting
to compare the real Voltaire with the “ Sunday-school
bogey ” set up so long by Christians. Voltaire was a
man of brilliant gifts, and one of the greatest of Hu-
manitarians, but he never did better work than when he
flamed the torch of Freethought over the dark and
narrow places of orthodoxy.

Voltaire’s name has ever been a terror to Christians,
and, with the exception of Thomas Paine, none has
been more hated, none more reviled. The reason is
not far to seek. A really great writer, he attacked
Christianity, not in the dry-as-dust fashion of learned
professors writing for the dozen superior persons
scattered throughout the universe, but with fun and
frolic which survive the winnowing of generations. He
made bigots and tyrants appear ridiculous as well as
odious, and those who felt the sting of his satire de-
nounced him as Anti-Christ, whose writings all should
avoid as they would a plague. “ Of all the intellectual
weapons which have ever been wielded by man,” says
Macaulay, “ the most terrible was the mockery of
Voltaire.”

Like Moliere, Voltaire looked upon literature as a
tower from which to shoot the arrows of scorn at all
things evil. He was a master-archer, and his arrows
seldom failed their mark. Some of his witty sayings
have permeated the languages of all civilized countries.
Generations of men have smiled at his jeux d'esprit.
Admiral Byng is a half-forgotten figure, but he survives
in Voltaire’s phrase: “ In this country they shoot an
admiral—to encourage the others.” How good, too, is
his fling at a Biblical character: “ Like Habakkuk,
capable of anything.” And what more sane and pointed
than his advice at the finish of Candide’s adventures:
“ Let us cultivate our garden.” Voltaire was not
deceived by the pride, pomp, and circumstances of
war, but denounced it as “ an epitome of all wicked-
ness.” Indeed, one could easily fill a volume with
examples of his wit and wisdom. “ Monsieur Multi-
form” was his name for D’Alembert, and he himself
had an equal right to it. In the eighty volumes of his
collected writings he has proved his mastery as historian,
thinker, critic, letter-writer, essayist, tale-teller, and,
above all, humanitarian. For the life-work of Voltaire
was that he was the untiring and eloquent advocate at
the bar of the universe of the rights of humanity. Vol-
taire’s superb irony made his Candide the wittiest book
in the world, and the Philosophical Dictionary more deadly
to the clergy than whole regiments of artillery. In his
pages the Ages of Faith are for the first time repre-
sented in their true colours as periods of ignorance,
cruelty, and superstition. Liberty was Voltaire's
sovereign specific for the ills of his time. Finding his
contemporaries bound with chains of their own manu-
facture, it was his life-purpose to break the fetters and

set them free. )
Mimnermus.

Christianity and Slavery.
With a Chapter on Christianity and the Labour Movement.
By Chapman Coiien.

Price One Shilling. Postage iid.
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In Flaming Fire.

Praygoers are familiar with the red glare which the
stage-carpenter or his cousin throws upon Mephistopheles
when he adorns the stage and terrifies the girls in the
gallery. There are vivid passages in the New Testa-
ment which, when | read them, appear to be illumined
by the same crimson ray. For instance, at the begin-
ning of the Second Epistle to the Thessalonian Chris-
tians the writer foretells the coming of the Lord Jesus,
with Angels of Power, to take vengeance “in flaming
fire ” upon those who know not God and who do not
accept the Gospel.

If an Eastern sultan, an Arab chief, an Ethiopian
king, or a Roman general had uttered such a threat, we
should express no surprise.

Let us be frank. Human nature has hitherto been
immensely sectarian. You can put the fact down (with
Calvin) to original sin, or (with Socrates) to want of
knowledge, or (with Karl Marx) to the varied economic
conditions; but the fact is only too obvious. It is illus-
trated in military wars, but not merely in military wars.
It is illustrated in what Socialists call the Class Struggle.
It is illustrated in social boycotts, engineered by the vir-
tuous but somewhat unintelligent lady who passes by
the aristocratic name of Mrs. Grundy. It is illustrated
in the Colour race-prejudice, not only of White against
Black, but occasionally of one Colour against another
Colour. From a long experience of Progressive circles
of thought, | am obliged to confess to having seen not
a little of the militant spirit among the prophets and
apostles of Enlightenment, Liberty, and Brotherhood.
At a Peace Society Committee | have witnessed moving
scenes of passion and bitterness. As to the jealousies
and discordances of theological groups and churches, |
could testify to their acuteness out of my own Church of
England upbringing; but the history of the sects during
many centuries bursts with ill-smelling proofs. With
such evidences before me, | am not prepared to lay
special blame upon a controversialist who menaces his
opponent with “ flaming fire” (@lammenwerfer, shall we
say ?), so long as he does not give himself out to be a
superman in his motives and principles. Amiable as I
am, | have sometimes felt “ inflamed ” against A or B
or C; and it is possible that the Editor of the Freethinker,
who is even more amiable than myself, may now and
then have been ready to use “ inflammatory ” language
concerning D or E or F. But neither Mr. Cohen nor |
claim to have been caught up to the Third Heaven
(ii. Cor. xii. 2), and to be endowed with ability to per-
form the signs of celestial apostleship.

We who are Humanists (if | may use a favourite
term of mine), and who labour for the ultimate realiza-
tion of world-fraternity, are aware of the obstacles to
that Happy Republic. There are many sorts of fools.
I think the biggest fool on earth is the man who believes
the Happy Republic will be created by preaching Love.
Nothing of the sort. The causes that prevent the de-
velopment of love must be profoundly studied. Universal
love, when it matures, will have been gained through the
sweat and agony and thought of ages—supreme effort
for supreme value.

Ah! but we are Humanists. We know, and we
admit, that the wisdom of mankind has hitherto been
incapable of devising methods of ensuring practical fra-
ternity. We lend our hearts and our enthusiasm to the
League of Nations, but we cannot swear that it will be
infallibly efficient. «We are proud of the glories of
human literature, science, and political development;
yet we admit that nations who shone in these fields have
none of them attained the valid point of neighbourliness.
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This failure (brightened by a thousand gleams of partial
success) in no way hinders our further endeavours.

With our Christian comrades it is not so. They are
chained by texts. The method they must follow is the
Divine method. Many centuries ago, they were told
the character and spirit of that method. The Lord will
take vengeance, “ in flaming fire,” upon those who obey
not the true Evangel. Christians ought not to better
the instructions which their Master's example recom-
mends. Fortunately, since the human heart is nobler
than the Second Epistle to the Thessalonians, our
Church comrades often exhibit a finer temper than the
Flaming Fire displays. But that is only humanity
rebelling against the logic of texts ; for texts are tyrants.

Philosophy changes. Political systems change—with
difficulty, to be sure, but they do change. Economic
fundamentals change, from slavery to serfdom, from
serfdom to wage-payment, from wage-payment to.......
I think | know, but here | will not tell! Art changes.
Science—model of exactitude as it is supposed to be—
also changes with the march of discovery, and the need
for re-statement. But the Second Epistle to the Thes-
salonians does not change. No revision or amendment
is in order. Even the “ unchanging East” develops.
Even the “ eternal hills ” waste,—

Like clouds they shape themselves and go.

Even the Turkish Empire has to adapt itself to Twentieth
Century conditions. But the Second Epistle to the
Thessalonians stands immovable. Texts are texts.

Our glorious poet, John Milton, often hits off psycho-
logical facts with great accuracy, under the guise of
things imaginary. He depicts the Fallen Angel, Satan,
as not relying altogether on his own absolute judgment.
Satan summons an Infernal Parliament, and even a sort
of inner Cabinet; and he freely consults his friends.
But in Heaven there is no Parliament, nor even a
Privy Council. The Almighty speaks and listens not.
He asks no advice. He never reconsiders his decisions.
He lays down the law, and that, for him, is the end.
And, in this allegory, Milton is really portraying the
nature of Catholic psychology. It erects a text to
divine rank, and allows no discussion on its merits. “ It
is the first step that costs,” say the French. Theology’s
first step was to claim infallibility. That step prac-
tically ordained its own doom. For some centuries, no
doubt, the theological system was able by means of this
doctrine of infallible texts to maintain a very firm posi-
tion against criticism and heresy. But, in the present
age, this doctrine is slowly strangling its mother.

The institutions that hold the promise of life and
triumph are all willing to revise themselves. Look at
Parliaments, Arts, Crafts, Universities, Sciences, Parties,
Movements—they all confess the need of change of
programme from time to time. Some are more conser-
vative than others. Some hasten one year and linger
the next. But not one claims infallibility. The result
is progress, health, hope. But, amidst all these forward
forces, these spiritual troops on the march, these noble
currents of fresh ideas, these fleets of heroic adventurers
sailing in quest of lands that await the hands of science
and imagination, the pillar of theology stands weather-
beaten, grim, desperate, sullen, repelling the modifying
touch of new thought, defiant towards the Modern and
the Creative—a monument of death fixed in the stream
of life.

The “ flaming fire” motive, that is to say, the motive
o( hostility and boycott, will, by inevitable degrees, be
eliminated from human relations. Each generation will
be more quickly repentant of its wars and enmities, more
effectively merciful than the preceding. Humanity can
afford to admit its errors; divinity cannot. Having
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once committed itself to the proposition that the wisest
method of dealing with disobedience is to pitch it into
flaming fire, divinity dare not drop the torch, even

though all sensible men are laughing, p j qould

Acid Drops.

Dr. Clifford says that the “ Pact of Peace and the League
of Nations was due to the Churches.” We should like Dr.
Clifford to explain why it is, then, that both were not accom-
plished facts centuries ago ? Who have been the greatest
practitioners of war but the countries in which the Churches
were most powerful? Which are the least warlike of nations
to-day ? Certainly not those that call themselves Christian.
Germany was as full of religion and Churches as any of the
“ great ” Powers, and militarism was there most developed.
The “ Pact of Peace” looks like ridding Germany of mili-
tarism, and keeping it established everywhere else. Which
makes one ask—Who won the War ? The War that was to
end militarism for ever !

The one good thing in the Peace Treaty is the League of
Nations idea, and that owes nothing to Christianity. It
owes far more to Paine and to the spread of Freethought.
For the rest, the world contemplated by the Treaty is still a
world based on force and sheer militarism. Armies and
navies are everywhere. Armies of occupation, and armies
ready in case war breaks out somewhere or other. It is not
at all a question of how much punishment Germany de-
serves ; it is a question, as we said last week, whether we
are to organize the world for war or peace. The moral
question is never how one can keep one’s neighbour down,
but how can we teach him to behave himself as he ought.
Four years ago we said that the abiding problem was not
how to beat Germany, but how to live with Germany. The
Christian nations, untaught by the examples of Napoleon,
of Frederick, and of the ex-Kaiser, still imagine that the
world can be permanently controlled by the mailed fist.
And Dr. Clifford says this pact of peace has grown out of
the Gospel of Christ. We are inclined to agree.

Meanwhile it is interesting to note the Daily Telegraph
saying that “ When the new rivalry in naval armaments
opens ” our battleships will cost not a million, but between
six and seven millions sterling. Quite cheerful reading as
an aftermath of the War that was to end war. Still it is
something to have destroyed militarism in Germany. And
we are cheered by the knowledge that two of the troopships
taking our men out to Russia bear the names of The Tzar
and The Tzaritsa.

Hot-headed Freethinkers sometimes say that the Christian
superstition is dead. It may be that the “intellectuals”
have the best of the argument, but there can be no doubt
that the Christians have most of the money. In one day
the following “ windfalls” were received by organizations
supporting orthodoxy: £',500 Church Missionary Society;
£'500 Religious Tract Society; £',000 Pastoral Aid Society.
This sort of thing goes on merrily. Scarcely a day passes
but one or the other Christian institutions receives a legacy.

At the annual meeting of the Essex Congregational Union,
the Rev. A. D. Belden said: “ they had done something to
build up the Essex Union, and, incidentally, the Church
Universal,” Is it not delicious? It reminds one of the
petition of the three tailors of Tooley Street, beginning:
“ Wec, the people of Loudon.”

In Catholic Vienna the Christian Socialists, hitherto in
control of municipal affairs, arc now in a considerable
minority, having been replaced by Social Democrats. Some
of the Church papers in this country will see in this a fresh
evidence of enemy villainy. _

Prebendary Carlile staled at the annual meeting of the
Church Army that its receipts for the past year exceeded
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£i,000.000. The first Church Army was not so successful
for the managing director was sold up for thirty pieces of
silver, and the treasurer hanged himself.

The clergy are beginning to pose as democrats. Replying
to a question at a Labour meeting, Bishop Welldon pro-
claimed that he was “a working-man.” The Bishop of
London also contends that the clergy are *“ starving,” and
cited the example of a country parson who fed his family on
sixpence a meal. As for the Bishop of London himself, he
is, so he assures the public, poorer than when he began to
draw his income of £10,000 a year. In spite of the clerical
camouflage, the fact remains that thirty-nine of these eccle-
siastical “ working-men” share £180,700 yearly between
them.

The Ecclesiastical Commissioners, in whose hands rests
the administration of Church of England property, etc,
are the largest landowners in the country. They are also
top in the drawing of mining royalties. Their represen-
tative admitted before the Coal Commission that the royal-
ties paid to the Church of England amounted to £370,000
in 1917. The Ecclesiastical Commissioners are strongly
against nationalization of the mines. One would be sur-
prised were it otherwise. It was also admitted that a deal
of the coal-bearing territory owned by the Church was
formerly common land—that is, it once belonged to the
people. The Church is thus the holder of stolen property
from which it draws a large annual“revenue. *“ Let us
Prey."

Now that the War is over, and formal peace within sight,
we wonder whether our liberty-loving Members of Parliament
will have the courage to wipe out the infamous system of
deporting men and women by a mere administrative order ?
We are not objecting to aliens being deported, but common
sense and justice demands that these people should know
of what offence they are accused, and that the charge should
be made public before a properly constituted tribunal. At
present it is being done on the mere order of a Government
official, who gives no reason whatever for his action. This
system of imprisonment and banishment by lettre de cachet
did much to bring the old French monarchy to the ground,
and it was one of the worst features of Czarism. It is bad
enough for such a method to be practised during a time of
war. For it to exist in peace time is an infamy in any
country calling itself civilized.

The Rev. B. Bourchier, Vicar of St. Jude’s Church)
Hampstead Garden Suburb, says the clergy want smartening
up. The present clerical dress, he declares, created a bar-
rier between priest and people. The reverend gentleman
will experience great difficulty in persuading his clerical
colleagues to discard their petticoats. Besides, it is just as
well that the “ third sex/’ should wear a distinctive dress.

Sunday bands are to play this year in Glasgow at Kel-
vingrove, Roaken Glen, and the Green. These are Council
bands, and the resolution authorizing their performance has
passed through the Council without a single dissentient.
How some of the orthodox must lament the degeneracy of
the times!

At the same Council meeting a recommendation from a
Special Committee advocating the birching of juvenile
offenders was sent back. We were heartily glad to see this.
Birching adults is bad enough. Birching children is in-
famous. The Council that endorses Sunday bands declines
birching. That is good. If the Council had been pious
enough to refuse the first, it would most likely have accepted
the second.

By kind permission of a benevolent Providence, pneu-
monic influenza has made its appearance in Queensland,
Australia.

Speaking at St. Paul’'s, Covent Garden, the other day, Mr.
George Lansbury said that nowadays the newspaper had
largely taken the place of the Bible. Well, it is well qualified
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to do so. The history of both is about on the same level,
and the claims of each on the credulity of its readers is
pretty near equal.

When the War broke out the patriotic clergy denounced
Germans as “ Atheists,” and the still more patriotic press
filled in the awful details. Now that the War is over, it
appears that the artful Germans have all been converted
to Christianity. At any rate, there is no trace of the
“ Atheism ” of the German nation, and many proofs of their
orthodoxy. At the annual meeting of the Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel, Bishop King stated that the
Anglican Church had shepherded 100,000 Indian converts,
who, when the War broke out, were under the charge of
German missionaries. Just fancy a nation of “ Atheists”
sending out missionaries to convert Indians to Christianity.
It is as inexplicable as the tangle of the Trinity.

We have before pointed out, as an illustration of the
character of “ Christian ” civilization, that in dividing the
world into "great” and “ small” Powers, the only regard
is to cash and brute force. We see that in connection
with the Peace Conference, China is referred to as one
of the “small Powers.” This cannot be because the
Chinese are less intelligent than others, or less moral—their
honesty in business is universally recognized by merchants,
it can only mean because they have no large army or navy.
Numerically they are 420 millions. So they remain a small
Power. Now, if they would only raise an army of five or
six millions, create a large navy, then proceed to fight a
big war, and win it, Christian nations would at once place
them in the front rank.

“ Craven street ” seems a particularly appropriate address
for the headquarters of the Christian Evidence Society.

A contemporary has an article entitled “ Where Our
Copper comes From.” We give it up. A lot of copper,
however, finds its way into parsons’ collection-bags and
alms-dishes.

Lena Ashwell, the actress, has been permitted to recite in
Worcester Cathedral, and Maude Royden, the preacher, has
been forbidden to address the congregation in a London

Church.
r

The dear Daily News has been gathering opinions con-
cerning the English Sunday, and the published results arc
truly delightful. Two of the opponents of a bright Sunday
are the Lord Mayor of London (Sir Horace Marshall) and
Mr. Charles Garvice, the novelist. The latter proclaims that
he is “ strongly against a Secular Sunday.” Well, Sunday is
a dull day, and Mr, Garvice’s books certainly provide suitable
reading.

Mr. Gordon Sclfridgc is quite up-to-date. lu his view,
Sunday should be “ the brightest, cheeriest, happiest, sun-
niest, lightest-hearted day of the week,” and he insists that
“ there is nothing in this idea opposed to the beautiful
Christian life.” Except, dear Mr. Selfridgc, that Christians
are saturated with the idea that they arc “ miserable sin-
ners.” This is so apt to make them take their pleasures
sadly.

“ Clergyman’s Strange Behaviour ” is the Daily Telegraph
heading to the report of a case in which a clergyman was
fined 40s. for insulting words and behaviour towards a girl
in Hyde Park. *“ Strange ” behaviour! Had it not been a
clergyman, it would have been indecent or obscene. But
what is obscene in others is merely “ strange " in a clergy-
man.

A daily paper has an article on “ Clerical Limpets,” com-
plaining that clergy can hold their livings indefinitely, and
adding that the authorities are powerless to remove them
except in the cases of grave misconduct.

St. Bede’3 Church, Liverpool, has been completely
destroyed by fire. A gentle reminder that Providence has
no interest in “ sacred buildings.”
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To Correspondents.

Richard Barnes.—Very pleased to hear that your effort secured
three new readers in a fortnight. As you desire, we are making
public the fact in order to encourage others to do likewise. If
your newsagent experiences difficulty in getting copies, let us
know.

Mrs. Clones writes: “ | have read your Woman and Christianity
with intense interest, and should like to sec every woman who
attends Church in possession of a copy. | always knew my sex
owed Jittle to the Church that was good, but how much injury
it has done women | never realized till | read your book.”

Anxiocs.—One day, when the conditions for printing are easier,
we may issue a selection of “ Views and Opinions” under that
title. For the present, we must rest content with their circulation
in the paper.

R. L.—Uufortunately for your argument Materialism does not rest
upon a particular conception of the atom or of matter. “ Matter,”
after all, is only a name, and if everything were reduced to a
conception such as “.force,” it would not in the least affect
Materialism.

T. Whitfield.—Of course there arc sensible people in the
Churches. We never doubted it, but we arc sometimes sur-
prised they stay there.

W. Toms.—To what book does your citation refer ?

E. Saphin.—Some time back we had an article in the Freethinker
from the pen of Mrs. Bridges Adams, dealing with the insanitary
and condemned Church schools in London, which, as you say,
provide accommodation for over 50,000 working-class children.
But you overlook the important fact that they 'are being taught
sound religion, and what is sanitation beside that ?

]* W. I'oynter.—Had already written you.

J-E vetts.—Thanks for cutting. We daresay, if the weather was
more settled, and more to everybody’s taste, Christians would
claim that as being due to the influence of the “ Gospel.”

A. Millar—Pleased to have your opinion that WWoman and
Christianity should be “ sold by the million.” We shall be

content with thousands. We have other bombs of similar
character in store.

E. Pankhurst—Very glad to learn you were all so pleased with
Mr. Thresh’s lecture. We have had similar flattering reports
from other quarters.

The Secular Society, Limited, office is at 62 Farringdon Street,
London, E.C. 4.

The National Secular Sooicty's office is at 62 Farringdon Street,
London, E.C, 4.

When the services of the National Secular Society in connection
with Secular Burial Services arc required, all communications
should he addressed to the Secretary, Miss E. M. Vance,
Hiving as long notice as possible.

Lecture Notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London,
E.C. 4, by first post Tuesday, or they will not be inserted.

Orders for literature should be sent to the Business Manager of
the Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C. 4, and
hot to the Editor.

AH Cheques and Postal Orders should be crossed "London, City
and Midland Bank, Clcrkcnwell Branch.”

Letters for the Editor of the "Freethinker" should be addressed
to 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C. 4.

friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favour of
"larking the passages to which they wish us to call attention.

The e=Freethinker ”will be forwarded direct from the publishing
office to any part of the world, post free, at the following
rates, prepaid :—One year, 10s. 6d.; half year, 5s. 3d.; three
hionths, 2s. 8d.

Common sense is primitive logic.
IQoks, and it is superior to culture.
nalogy—the instinct of causation. It guides the savage
«rough trackless forests, and the astronomer through
Injinile space. It makes the burnt child dread the fire, and
* Darwin see in a few obvious facts the solution of a mystery.
1 built the first hut and the last palace; the first canoe and

? last ocean steamer. It constructed docks, and laid down
"hiways, applied steam to machinery and locomotion,
H\él” Pted every mechanical discovery, instigated all material
,a%ress, and transformed an ape-like beast into a civilized
¢ 1v. Foote, "flowers of Freethought."

It does not depend on
It is the perception of
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Sugar Plums.

Woman and Christianity has brought us many compli-
mentary letters from readers; and, in point cf view of
sales, it promises to run Christianity and Slavery very close.
From a well-known man of letters we venture to quote the
following:—

Your method of leaving facts to speak for themselves is the
very best. Propagandists are too prone to draw a moral and
adorn a talc, whereas if the tale is such a one as you set out in
Woman and Christianity, it needs no adornment—any more
than a 100 Ib. explosive shell needs adornment. The brochure
ought to shatter any honest mind subject to the conventional
idea; but where are the honest or open Christian minds ?
How many journals will review your book adequately ? How
many will notice it at all ? May the summer bring you a little
leisure and a recordable rest from your tremendous labours.

It is probable that very few journals will notice the book ;
but that is rather a compliment to it than the reverse. There
is only one safe policy for them towards uncompromising
and straightforward work, and that is silence. All the more
reason why those who have the courage to speak should do
s0. Someone is sure to hear, and every one counts.

The course of lectures at South Place came to a suc-
cessful finish on Sunday last with an address from Mr. Harry
Snell. The audience was evidently delighted with the lec-
ture, and there was a brisk fire of questions at its close.
London ought to be more active with lectures next autumn.

We are pleased to say that in Glasgow the sale of the
Freethinker is steadily on the increase, although there is still
room for improvement. Our friends should do their best to
see that itis well displayed in the newsagents. We are asked
to state that the Freethinker is now on sale, as well as other
Freethought literature, in Jail Square, in connection with
meetings that are being carried on there.

A correspondent writes protesting against the quality of
the lecture-guides provided by the authorities to take the
public round the British Museum. From the specimens pro-
vided these gentlemen appear to be very much out of date,
and their habit of using the Bible as a means of checking
Egyptian and Assyrian remains must be quite amusing to
educated listeners. The Bible is treated as though it were
quite reliable history, and its mythological character quite
ignored. Our correspondent suggests some well-informed
Freethinker should make a point of attending these lecture-
tours. They arc quite free, and open to the public.

Woc arc asked to announce that Mr. W. H. Thresh will
lecture at the Failsworth Secular Sunday School to-day
(May iS) at 2.45 and 6.30. Manchester and district friends
will please note.

We are sorry that, owing to want of date on the notice, wc
unwittingly misled Freethinkers concerning the date of Mr.
R. H. Rosetti’s lecture in Victoria Park. The meeting will
be held to-day (May 18) at 6.15. We daresay that Mr.
Rosetti will have something to say about ITcethought and
religion on the Western Front, and as he will be speaking
from personal experience what he says will sure to be in-
teresting.

Mr. Cohen has arranged to lecture at Pontycymmcr on
Sunday next (May 25). He will lecture twice in the Ffaldau
Workman's Institute. Friends in that part of South Wales
will please note.

The most ignorant nations have always been fouud to
think most highly of themselves. The Deity has ever been
thought peculiarly concerned in their glory and preservation ;
to have fought their battles, and inspired their teachers;
their wizards arc said to be familiar with heaven; and
every hero has a guard of angels as well as men to attend
him.—Goldsmith.
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Lenten Fare.

I+ man was physically immortal, we should be left in
a state of wonder. As the Christian centre of gravity
is beyond the grave, without a Newton to demonstrate
to millions of sceptics, it would not be difficult to ima-
gine the position of our modern soothsayers, if man was
born never to die. They preach death and not the
positiveness of life. The chief event of their doctrine
was a death. If the crucifixion of Jesus had not hap-
pened, then that nadir of religion, the Salvation Army,
would have been forced to seek some less gory motto to
fascinate its followers. The subtlety of Christianity in
fastening on this natural event in man’s life should warn
us not to be too optimistic in our estimate of the enemy,
because he is unable to burn us, or make us social lepers.

These thoughts were prompted by our visit to see the
Evevyman morality play. The Rev. Scott Lidgett in a
labourious introduction to the performance reminded us
that there was nothing like leather, and, in our opinion,
he mistook an audience for a congregation. In his
discourse we could not refrain from thinking of the
thousands of exempted clergymen during the War—
men peculiarly fitted by their vocation for the perils of
battle—probably with the spirit willing but the flesh
weak. They specialize in the subject, and their leisure
equips them for the grand plunge much better than
the mechanic, the labourer, and the miner whose chief
occupation is bread-and-butter-getting. Some clapping
of hands greeted the close of the introduction, yet we
can vouch for one who had many differences about
cobblers—and their leather.

The English drama had its origin in religious per-
formances. There are tons of books on the' subject,
and those readers with the leisure of clergymen may
find for their instruction writers with copious informa-
tion—with a wealth of detail and explanation—so that
the reading of Chronicles will appear as a pleasant
relief. The purpose of these early religious plays was
to educate the people in the truths of their religion.
We are told that the producers in that time had a
curious sense of the fitness of things. In a presentation
of religious plays the building was given to carpenters,
water-drawers were entrusted with the Flood scene,
bakers were used for the Last Supper, and butchers in
the Crucifixion scene. A question that suggests itself
—qgranted the origin of English drama to be religious
—how comes it that actors linger in the twilight of
vagabondage ?

But the play's the thing.

In Everyman there was fine acting and good enuncia-
tion, and it was followed by the closest attention from
the audience. The story, no doubt, familiar to all our
readers, represents the early Christian attitude towards
death. Everyman is deserted on this journey by Good
Friendship, Kinship, Riches, and Strength, before he
comes to the edge of the grave. His only companions
to that place are Knowledge and Good Deeds, and he
descends into the grave alone. What Knowledge con-
noted in those times we can only surmise; reading and
writing were only practised by a small class, and those
who are interested in symbolism may make what they
like of the Bible locked and chained to a post. Those
who care not for symbols may smell the condition of
Knowledge in the words of the gentle Sir Thomas More.
Scratch a philosopher and you find a Christian:—

Ah, blasphemous beast, to whose roaring and lowing no
good Christian can without heaviness of heart give ear!

These honeyed words were hurled at William Tyndale,
a pious clergyman and translator of the Scriptures. They
are of little interest to Freethinkers, but we cite them as
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an instance of Christian love, and as a straw to show
the way the wind blew. Knowledge and learning being
in the hands of a few, and the few at loggerheads, re-
ligion, Catholic or Protestant, had the half-fed minds of
the multitude at its mercy. Someone has said that a
little knowledge is a dangerous thing; for our part, we
prefer the feeble light from our candle of little know-
ledge than the utter darkness of superstition. Reason
may not make a man perfect, but it will help to preserve
him from the folly of burning another—because he has
a difference of opinion with him.

The period of the Middle Ages, from 1066 to 1530, is
one to cause tears. We can hear nothing but the blow-
ing of horns in the chase, the tolling of bells, bloody
fights about religion, some twaddle about kings and
gueens, the intonation of priests so admirably preserved
to this day, and any other trifle the historian may think
fit to give to us. “ Let us now praise famous men, and
our fathers who were before us,” but do not let us
forget the herculean tasks that sane men had when our
forefathers were only children in mental stature.

From the shades of the Middle Ages we turn to the
lighter and purer air of Greek philosophy. Lucian, the
prince of satirists, with less formality than the morality
writers, gives us many pictures of many attitudes to
Christianity’s stock-in-trade—death. His Dialogues of
the Dead attempt to place the subject in its proper light,
and his greatness in dealing with it allows him to joke—
not with difficulty. There is a difference between
solemnity and seriousness. In fact, we might say that
it is permissible to joke whilst being serious, but a joke
during solemnity is unthinkable. Charon is busy at the
ferry. He has given instruction to Mercury to refuse
any soul not in light marching order, and to allow no

one to enter the> boat who has not left all his en-

cumbrances behind.

Merc. Quite right; I'll see to it.—Now, who comes first
here ?

Menippus. |—Menippus. Look—I've pitched my wallet

and staff into the lake; my coat, luckily, | didn't
bring with me.

Merc. Get in, Menippus—you're a capital fellow. Take
the best seat here, in the stern-sheets, next the steers-
man, and watch who gets on board.—Now, who’s this
fine gentleman ?

Charmolaus. 1I'm Charmolaus of Megara—a general
favourite. Many a lady would give fifty guineas for
a kiss from me.

Merc. You’'ll have to leave your pretty face, and those
valuable lips, and your long curls and smooth skin
behind you, that's all. Ah'! now you'll do—you're
all right and tight now: get in—But you, sir, there,
in the purple and the diadem,—who are you ?

Lampichus. Lampichus, King of Gelo.

Merc. And what d'ye mean by coining here with all
that trumpery ?

Lamp. How ? Would it be seemly for a king to coffle
here unrobed ?

Merc. Well, for a king, perhaps not, but for a dead man
—ecertainly. So put it all off.

Lamp. There—I've thrown my riches away.

Merc. Yes—and throw away your pride too, and your
contempt for other people. You’'ll infallibly swamp
the boat if you bring all that in.

Lamp. Just let me keep my diadem and mantle.
Mere. Impossible—off with them too.
Lamp. Well—anything more ? because |'ve thrown

them all off, as you see.
Merc. Your cruelty—and your folly—and your inso*
lence—and bad temper—off with them all!
Quite a little Republican discourse takes place under*
ground. Menippus is a quaint character—he warns
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Mercury about the cheats and charlatans coming aboard.
The tailor—for such is Menippus—chops off a philo-
sopher’'s beard with a hatchet, and woula also like to
take a little of the eyebrows of one who pretends to be
wise. Hamlet's advice to Polonius may be an echo
from this scene. The moorings are slipped, and Mercury
is forced to cry out, “ What are you howling about, you
fools ? You, Philosopher, especially ?”

Philosopher. Because, dear Mercury, | always thought
the soul had been*immortal.

Menippus. He’s lying! It’s something else that troubles
him, most likely.

Merc. What's that?

Men. That he shall have no more expensive suppers
—nor, after spending all the night in debauchery, pro-
fess to lecture to the young men on moral philosophy
in the morning, and take pay for it. That's what
vexes him.

Menippus gets across without even paying his obolus.
He twits Charon, and asks if he would like to row him
back again ! In despair, Charon turns to Mercury, and
asks, “ Where on earth did you bring this dog of a
Cynic from, Mercury ?—chattering, as he did, all the
way across, cutting his jokes and laughing at the other
Passengers, and singing while they were all bemoaning
themselves.” He is told that Menippus is a most inde-
pendent fellow, who cares for nobody.

Having no particular God-axe to grind, Lucian is free
to state his attitude, and his .dialogues are as near the
truth now as they were in his own day. Our black-
coated and intoning friends may continue to rattle the
bones of death, but we imagine that it is rather pathetic
—nay, ridiculous—particularly to those who have been
so near to it, sleeping and waking, with a contrivance
found their neck known as a gas-mask. Their words
are one thing, their acts are another. Those who are
alive are so with no thanks due to that class whom, in
time of war, Napoleon placed with the camels. And
it were the veriest scoundrelism that this class, with its
professions, could allow casualties at anything between
ten and fifty thousand a week, without dissociating itself
from the War, or admitting that Armageddon had
smashed its business, and that Christ’s injunction to
love one another was not for this earth. Intellectual
honesty—but there, one does not expect to go skating

>lJune. W illiam Repton.

A Cushy Faith.

As the Editor truly observed in one of his recent answers
to Dr. Lyttelton, the question for Christians is not the
teachings of Christ, but Jesus Christ himself. If Jesus
'vas not the Son of God, miraculously conceived and
born of a Virgin; if he did not perform miracles; was
not crucified, and did not in his body rise from the dead
nnd ascend to heaven in a cloud—then the whole struc-
ture called Christianity topples to the ground like a
bouse of cards. It is to the good to remind us of these
simple, fundamental things. Apart from the super-
natural, Christianity speaks with no more authority than
nny other cult or philosophy.

It is not only that the area of belief is contracting ;
but the believers of to-day believe in a different way
from their forefathers. The belief of to-day is of a
different quality from the belief of yesterday. The truly
orthodox often bewail this. The real believer—how his
numbers are dwindling '—grasps with all the tenacity of
b's faith the great verities which erudition and critical
research cast doubts upon. He has no patience with
e disturbers who regard Adam and Eve, Cain and
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Abel, Noah and Jonah, as figments of the poets’ imagi-
nation. Most firmly does he look for the return of his
Saviour, the living Christ, through the sky, descending
in the same manner as he ascended; but returning as a
Judge as well as a Justifier :
Great God, what do Xsee and hear ?
The end of things created !

The Judge of mankind doth appear
On clouds of glory seated !

To illustrate this attitude of mind, the present writer
recalls an experience of his youth. A Scottish lady, a
strict Baptist, to whom “ sprinkling ” and the eating of
baked blood were both abominations of the Devil, was
living alone in her cottage when the district was one
day, about noon, visited by a thunderstorm of most un-
usual severity. Though it occurred thirty years since,
people still speak of it. It was little past noon, when
all around was Egyptian darkness. The writer re-
members being told by the lady a year or two after how
she felt. “ | thought,” she said, “ that the last day, the
great day of judgment, had come. | was at perfect
peace, because my mind was wholly stayed on the Lord.
| got my big Bible, and opened it where his most pre-
cious promises are. | sat in the back sitting-room—its
window wide open—with the open Bible on my knees,
just waiting for the Saviour to receive me at his ap-
pearing in the clouds, and to take me to be for ever with
the Lord.”

Now, that is the hind of faith that we venture to say
is scarcer than it was thirty years ago; and the scarcity
is mainly to be attributed to the continuous dilution of
Christianity that has been going on. Anybody now who
makes the barest profession of belief in Christ is ad-
mitted to Christian communities to share in the eating
of his flesh and the drinking of his blood. This
proceeding would have been anathema to those old-
fashioned Christians. They prescribed severe tests.
Numbers was not their object, it was the fellowship of
the redeemed, no matter how small a handful. These
old-fashioned believers bore the cost of maintaining
their ordinances themselves. They had a dignified inde-
pendence which made”™'touting for money impossible—nay,
unthinkable, to them. On the contrary, if a stranger
was present at any of their meetings, and strangers
were always quietly but cordially welcomed, the collect-
ing-box would never be presented to him. They were
a “ peculiar” people resolute in one thing: that their
holy of holies should not be accessible to the feet of any
who chose to visit them. Of course they had no or-
dained clergy. The male members of the strict Baptist
communities conducted the worship, preached the
sermons, visited and tended the sick, and succoured the
poverty-stricken. There are few strict Baptists now.
Like other bodies, they did not prove to be immune
against the germ of fashion, and it began to be fashion-
able—at first for the larger congregations—to get a
“ meenister.”  So ministers were got. We will not
presume to judge as to whether that step was spiritually
advantageous or not. But, from an economic standpoint,
it must at once be seen that a minister—an educated,
theologically trained preacher—costs a good deal of
money; so now, even in Baptist churches in Scotland,
they will not, it is understood, reject the proffered money
of strangers. Do the acceptors ever think that the eyes
of some old strict Baptists may be reproachfully con-
templating the changed conditions from the “ cloud of
innumerable witnesses” ?

It is, perhaps, a startling suggestion to those who
support, in two senses, a paid clergy that the existence
of such a profession actually has the effect of reducing
the quality of faith, and of making hypocrisy more
common. But they may as well look facts in the face.
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There are Christian believers, no doubt a small minority,
whose position Freethinkers can respect. But what
respect can be accorded to the flippant and shallow
“ Christians ” who are so superficially minded as to be
quite unable to give any coherent reason for the faith
that is in them, who, moreover, don't care a brass
button because they cannot do this? Does any one
ever hear of a new church being started without the
burden of a huge initial debt? That debt has to be
met; the pastor’s stipend has to be met. Necessarily,
so far as money is concerned, the old reserve must be
abandoned, former constraints must be thrown to the
winds. Result: two “ collections ” every Sunday, and
a “ special collection ” every now and then in addition
to sales of work and tea-parties. Even the week-end
pennies of working-folk’s children, which were to go
for toffee, are commandeered by the mission-box! No
wonder the unbeliever with a ten-pound note finds
plenty of rival candidates for his patronage, while the
widow of the poor Church member must depend upon
her old age pension for a bare subsistence.

On all hands, we are told it is so easy to be religious.
Christ himself said : “ My yoke is easy and my burden
is light.” Is that an appeal to the heroic in man or
woman ? Any cause worth fighting for is worth enduring
and suffering for. But the modern fashionable, up-to-
date, commercially prosperous Christian likes, demands,

and will have a cushy faith. Ignotus.

Book Chat.

Our intelligent Belgian contemporary, La Pensee, in one of
its recent numbers, quotes a passage from a work by the
eminent Freethinker, the late Dr. Lucien Henault, in which
he deplores the lack of anti-theological criticism which
should be at once popular and scientific. On the one hand,
it is a dry summary of facts. The conclusions must be
accepted as an act of faith, for want of the necessary docu-
ments added to the text. And the references, if any, are not
exact enough to be controlled. On the other hand, it
assumes an erudition which can be acquired only after years
of working in some great library. | have no need to men-
tion particular English books of anti-religious criticism
that answer to the description | have given above. Every
student must have a number of them on his shelves, and
must have been let down frequently between the two stools
of light ignorance and ponderous learning.

In Mr. Cohen’s longer pamphlets | imagine that Dr.
Henault would have seen the work of an admirable popu-
larizer of exact knowledge. And no “ livre de vulgarisation ”
would have appealed to him more than Woman and Chris-
tianity, which | hope | can praise without incurring the
charge of log-rolling. In its ninety-six pages and eight
chapters it covers the ground of woman's religious beliefs,
primitive and modern, and this without undue compression
of any point. It shows an almost uncanny command of
material. | am even now at a loss to know how the thing
is done. Where all the chapters are good, it is perhaps un-
grateful to single any for special praise; but those dealing
with “ Christianity and the Home ” and “ Madonna-Worship
and, Chivalry ” have, for me, an ingenuous freshness which
is as engaging as the learning is informative. What is more,
or what is most, important when you take up one of Mr.
Cohen’s books you are in intellectual communion with the
man who thinks, not the mere pedant who is ignorant in five
or six languages—who is rich in words, but a beggar in ideas.

I notice that Mr. Cohen omits to mention the high
position of women in ancient Pagan Ireland under Brehon
or customary law, in which some historians are inclined to
see the influence of Greek rather than Roman civilization.
The Irish women, like the women of the Norse Sagas, held
a place of equality with the men. They could hold property,
bring actions at law, give evidence, and marriage was a
contract equally binding on both sides.
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I have only one exception to take to Mr. Cohen’s historical
erudition. In a note on page 48, and in the text of page 77,
he refers with all the righteous indignation of your scan-
dalized moralist to what is known as jus prime? noctis; the
so-called Feudal right of the spiritual or temporal lord to take
the place of the bridegroom on the night following the mar-
riage ceremony. It is, of course, impossible to prove that
this never happened, but it was not peculiar to feudalism. |
have an idea that Lactantius makes the same infamous
charge against the Pagans. If it had been a legal right, a
privilege, or a custom in Feudal France, there ought to be
plenty of evidence of it before the eighteenth century. | can
hardly imagine Rabelais with his nose for anything unsavoury
as refraining from making capital out of“ culage,” to use the
vulgar but expressive name, Montaigne (Essays, i. 22) treats
the subject as a farce, and does not connect it with France
but some other country. By French jurists it was supposed
to be a Scottish privilege, but Scottish jurists disowned it,
and proved to their own satisfaction that it was French. It
seems to have been an ingenious invention of the eighteenth
century philosoplies who had a light-hearted way of solving
historical problems. They acted on the principle that if you
throw enough mud some of it is sure to stick. You have
only to read the picturesque but untrustworthy Michelet to
see that they were not far wrong. Anyhow, this pretended
Feudal “ right ” is disclaimed by accredited historians alike
in England and France. q "

Correspondence.

THE SCOTCH ELECTIONS.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE *“ FREETHINKER.”

Sir,—Regarding your note in the Freethinker of April 20, in
which you refer to Glasgow School Board Elections, | think
one reason of the apathy was the altered arrangements of
areas and voting, causing readjustment of means of orga-
nizing the vote, and considerable rush and hurry.

The Labour and Socialist Programme was in the hands of
the Political Section of the Trades Council, as distinguished
from the purely Trade Section, and was really a poor affair.
For instance, relative to Religious Instruction in Schools,
the Circular stated: “ We believe in religious teaching in
schools; but with the right of the parents to withdraw their
children if they so desire.” That is merely the status quo.
| understand that three British Socialist Party candidates
stood for Secular Education quite plainly. The Circular
referred to was not submitted to the Trade Unions; but
anyhow, Secular Education is an old Socialist claim, and
those who issued it acted very weakly. In future the Seen-
arists should put forward their claim to the central body in
good time. One candidate, a clergyman, headed his bills,

The Bible in the Schools.” The Roman Catholics were
well organized, absolutely united, and loyal. This letter is
a bit late, as | have been busy, and you can deal with it as
you think fit. With best wishes to’you in your splendid work.

Alfred Russell.

ECONOMICS.

Sir,—It is with great interest that | turn to the article by
Mr. G. O. Warren in your issue of May 4. | think it is well
that we, at least on occasions, should consider in the Free-
thinker all questions pertaining to human welfare. We are
fully cognizant of the terrible power of prejudice, and also
of the ever possible intrusion of superstition, even from the
most unexpected sources. Of course, as Freethinkers, we
treasure very highly thoughtful adverse criticism. We some-
how feel more sure of this than that of adulatory praise
which is, perhaps, only meant to please. | am no economist
thus | hoped to get some light and leading from Mr. Warren
at “ half-price.” But, alas! it was not to be; | seem to
differ from Mr. Warren’s pronouncements generally, and in
nearly every particular. His dogma that all wealth, by which
term | suppose he means that which supports and maintains
life, is produced by individual man, will, 1 think, be found
quite insupportable after a little thinking. | would rather
suggest that “a man” cannot produce anything. It is the
race which produces and consumes. It would, perhaps, le
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the most awful superstition that ever tortured the human
mind if “a man” could hold the produce of his piece of
land inviolate, the owners of those favoured portions which
happened to flow with “ milk and honey” would inherit the
possibilities of the greatest tyranny the world has seen. It
may, of course, be that these labourer-owners would be kind-
hearted, and would thus see their way clear to support the
little children, they might even lend a helping hand to their
brethren who toiled on the more barren places. But, if they
should happen to be of the stuff that “ landlords and mil-
lionaires” are made of, what then ? Oh, no! Production
of wealth is a much greater problem than is implied by Major
Warren’s effort, this question reaches far back in the ages
of the world. There is the pre-history of the pre-human.
There are a host of considerations that the Secularist has to
remember that has not necessarily burdened those ruled by
religion. Hard work does not necessarily imply good work.
We must have the “ man of mind ” in order that as much as
possible of the unnecessary hard work should be eradicated.
Let us be careful how we put these benefactors of the race

down as undesirables. Jt Fothergilnt.

Obituary.

It is with deepest regret | record the death of Mr. Edward
R. Smith, eldest son of Mr. Fred Smith, member of the Gold-
thorpe Branch. He joined the Navy in May, 1915, being
invalided in June, 1915. He had been in a very bad state
of health. In health, sickness, and to the end of the struggle
be was a sincere Freethinker. He was buried at Bolton-on-
Dearne on May 4, Mr. T. Williams (Sheffield) officiating.
Councillor Pickl'es (Bradford), Councillor T. Williams (Gold-
thorpe), and Mr. T. Mullins (Bolton) also spoke.—H. A.

The Philosophy of Secularism.
By G. W. FOOTE.
Price Twopence. Postage $d.

The Humanitarian works by Joachim Kaspary, out of print,
can be studied in the Reading Room of the British Museum,

London. Thfey will, however, be Revised and Published as soon
as possible.
THE FOLLOWING WORKS ARE IN PRINT.
*» International Peace. Price 2d., post free 1898
2. The Guide of Life and the Ethics of Humanltarlan
Deism compared with those of Christianity and
Buddhism eee 1899
Price for Poor People 25 post free.
Price for Rich People, 21s., post free.
3- The Humanitarian View of the British-Boer War, of
the Chinese Question, and of the Restoration and
Maintenance of Peace. Price 6d., post free 1901
4- An Addition to the Humanitarian View of the British-
Boer War, etc. Price 2d., post free 1902
5. The Humanitarian View of the Fiscal Question 1904
Price 2d., post free.
6' Humanitarian Deism. Price id., post free ijd. 1904
7- Self-Knowledge, or the Humanitarian Psychology 1904
Price id., post free ijd.
8 The Life of the Real Jesus. Price id., post free ijd. 1904
9* The Character of the Apostles. Price id., post free ijd. 1904
lo' The Humanitarian View of the Public School Question 1904
Price 3d., post free.
I1- The Life and Character of Paul 1905
Price id., post free, ijd.
The Primitive Christians. Price id., post free ijd.... 1905
3- The Humanitarian Protest against Christian Blas-
phemies, Slanders, and Superstition 1905
Price id., post free ijd.
'4- The Humanitarian Protest against Atheist Conceit,
Ignorance, and Sophistries. Price id., post free ijd. 1903
1~ The Humanitarian Protest against the Devil Worship
of Unitarian Christianity. Price id., post free ijd. 1905
* The Permanent Settlement of the Unemployed and
School Questions. Price id., post free ijd. 1906
The Dishonesty of Broad Churchism and the Humani-
tarian Review of The Rev. R. J. Campbell’'s “ The
New Theology.” Price 2d., post free 2jd. 1907
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday
and be marked “ Lecture Notice " if a sent on postcard,
LONDON.
Indoor.
South Place Ethical Society (South Place, Moorgate Street,

E.C.): 11, John A. Hobson, M.A., “ The Price of Industrial
Peace.”
Outdoor,
Bethnal Green Branch N. S. S. (Victoria Park, near the
Band Stand) : 6.15, Mr. R. H. Rosetti, A Lecture.

North London Branch N. S. S. (Parliament Hill Fields): 3.15,
R. H. Rosetti, A Lecture.

South London Branch N.S.S. (Brockwell Park): 3.15, Mr.
E. Burke, “ Is Man a Free Agent ?”

West Ham Branch N. S. S. (Outside Maryland Point Station,
Stratford, E.) : 7, Mr. Keif, A Lecture.

Hyde Park: 11.30, Mr. Shaller; 3.30, Messrs. Saphin, Ratcliffe,
Kells, and Dales.
COUNTRY.
I ndoor.
Failsworth Secular Society (Secular Sunday-school, Pole
Lane, Failsworth) : Mr. W. H. Thresh, 2.45, “ The Origin of the
World” ; 6.30, “ Rationalistic Education” (My Own Story).

Glasgow Branch N. S. S. (The Good Templar's Hall,
Ingram Street): 12 noon, Important Business.

PRINTING.

Under Healthy Conditions, Trade Union
Hours and Rates of Pay.

Order. Estimates for any Class
of Work.

122

Send me a Trial

Quality and Value my Working Motto.

W. H. HEARSON,

Printer,

UTTOXETER.

18. The Humanitarian Address to the Congregation of
Westminster Chapel.

The Abolition of Legal Murder,
Punishment.

The Humanitarian Manifesto for the General Election.

The above 3 pamphlets together, id., post free ijd. ...

Lady Cook on the Franchise for Women, and Joachim
Kaspary on the Wise Home Rule Bill, and Home
Rule Letters. Price id., post free ijd. .

Real Liberalism and Real Progress against Sham
Liberalism and Disguised Conservatism..

Price id., post free ijd.

The Political Crisis and Eternity against The Origin
of Species. Price id., post free ijd.

The Humanitarian Foreign and Home Pollcy Also
Humanitarian Salvation against Christian Damna-
tion. Price id., post free ijd. .

International Peace and the Termination and Preventlon
of Strikes and Lock-Outs. Price id., post free ijd.

Wars of Conquest, or Wholesale Robbery by Whole-
sale Murders. Price id., post free ijd.

The Balkan-Turkish War and the Humanitarian De—
fence of Jesus against Christianity.

Price id., post free ijd.

International Peace Armaments
Price id., post free ijd.

The Restoration and Maintenance of Peace...
Price id., post iree ijd.

The Science of Reincarnation, or the Eternity of the
Soul. Price 10s. 6d. nett, post free

29. Dr. Woodrow Wilson’s Oration and the Prevention of

Future Wars. Price id., post free ijd.

30. The League of Nations. War Price 6d., post free 6jd. 1918
If any of the above published works cannot be obtained through

Newspaper Agents or Booksellers, please order direct, enclosing

Stamps or Postal Orders, from

J. KASPARY & CQO,

Sole Selling Agents for the British Empire and U.S.A. for The
Humanitarian Publishing Society, Ltd., 58 City Road, London.
E.C. L

miscalled Capital

1909
19.

igio
20.
igio

21.
igio
22.

1912
23.

1912
24.

1912
25.

1913

26. 1913

21. 1915

28.
1917



244
More Facts for FigHters.

JUST PUBLISHED.

WOMAN AND CHRISTIANITY.

The Subjection and Exploitation of a Sex,

BY

CHAPMAN COHEN.

Contents :

Chapter |.—Christianity and Morality. Chapter 1l1.—
Woman and Primitive Religious Beliefs. Chapter 111.—
Woman in Pre-Christian Civilization. Chapter IV.—

Woman and the Bible. Chapter V.—Woman Under

Christianity. Chapter VI.—Christianity and the Home.

Chapter VII.—Madonna-Worship and Chivalry. Chapter
VI1l.—Religion and Woman.

A Companion Volume to the Author's Christianity and
Slavery. A Work that neither Christians nor Freethinkers
should miss reading.

Price One Shilling. Postage ijd.

The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C. 4.

Population Question and Birth-Control,

Post Free Three Halfpence

MALTHUSIAN LEAGUE,

48 B roadway, W estminster, S.W.
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A Freethought Classic,

Voltaire’s

Philosophical Dictionary.
(Selected Articles Unabridged.)

Volume 1., 128 pp., with Fine Cover Portrait and
Preface by CHAPMAN COHEN.

The Philosophical Dictionary represents, perhaps, the
most characteristic of Voltaire’s works. It contains
some Of his deadliest writings against the Christian super-
stition ; and, reading its pages, one can understand why
the name of Voltaire roused so much hatred with the
“ friends of the night.” No English version of the
Dictionary is at present obtainable. The present edition
aims at reproducing all those articles of interest to Free-
thinkers, and will be completed in three or four volumes.

Price Is. 3d. Postage i|d.

The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C. 4.

PIONEEB LEAFLETS.
By CHAPMAN COHEN.

No. 1. What Will You Put in Its Place ?

No. 2. What is the Use of the Clergy?

No. 3. Dying Freethinkers.

No. 4. The Beliefs of Unbelievers.

No. 5. Are Christians Inferior to Freethinkers ?
No. 6. Does Man Desire God ?

Price Is. 6d. per 100.
(Postage 3d.)

The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C. 4.

WATTS & CO."S NEW PUBLICATIONS.

Georges Clemenceau : France’s Grand Old
Man. By Joseph McCabe. 96 pp.; cloth, 2s. 6d. net,
by post 2s. iod.; paper cover, is. 3d. net, by post is. 5d.

In this little work Mr. McCabe presents a picturesque i
and thrilling narrative of the life of the great French Prime
Minister, and furnishes citations from his published works and
speeches evidencing high ideals and remarkable eloquence as
well as pronounced Rationalist views.

The Follies and Frauds of Spiritualism. By
W alter Mann. 192 pp.; cloth, 5s. net, by post 5s. 5d.;
paper cover, 3s. 6d. net, by post 3s. iod.

A detailed and effective criticism of the methods and claims
of Spiritualism from the pen of a writer who has made a
careful study of the movement. Mr. Mann has prepared a
very readable volume, treating the subject mainly from the
historical point of view, and showing how one medium after
another has been convicted of imposture in exploiting a
debasing superstition.

Spirit Experiences. By Charles Mercier, M.D.,

F.R.C.P., F.R.C.S., etc. 56 pp.; cloth, 2s. net, by post !
2s. 3d.; paper cover, gd. net, by post iod.
An account of some experiences which will prove even more

startling to the believer than to the incredulous.

Rationalism and Religious Reaction. By Jane
E. H arrison, author of Themis, Ancient Art and Ritual,
etc. With Introduction by Professor Gitbert Murray.
48 pp.; cloth, is. gd. net, by post is. nd.; paper cover,
gd. net, by post iod.

This is the Tenth Conway Memorial Lecture, and it is one |
of theSmost brilliant of the series.

Complete Catalogue and Copy of “ Literary Guide
LONDON: WATTS & CO. JOHNSON

lauthor of Buddhist China, etc.

By R. F. Johnston,
184 pp.; cloth, 4s. 6d.

Letters to a Missionary.

net, by post 4s. lid.

This book contains startling revelations concerning the
doctrines propagated by certain Christian missions in China.
The author is a British official who has resided twenty years
in China, and is familiar with the country and its people;
and he makes a vigorous appeal to American and English
Christians “ not only to undertake a critical examination of
the teachings and methods of the missionaries whom they
employ to carry Western religion to Asia, but also to scrutinize
with equal care the foundations of their own conceptions of
religious truth.”

Common-Sense Thoughts on a Life Beyond.
By F. J. Gould. 96 pp.; cloth, 2s. 6d. net, by post
2s. iod.; paper cover, is. 3d. net, by post is. 5d.

Avoiding all controversy on theological aspects of immor-
tality, Mr. Gould appeals, in this beautiful and inspiring book,
to the common sense of all schools of thought. He traces
through evolution an impulse towards a perpetual unfolding,
and suggests the possibility of a Life Beyond Humanity, but

on lines quite different from the conventional idea of personal

immortality.

The Church and the People. By Joseph
McCabe. 96 pp.; cloth, 2s. 6d. net, by post 2s. iod.;

paper cover, is. 3d. net, by post is. 5d.

The Church is, as usual, adapting its claim to the mood
of the hour, and is assuring the workers that organized
Christianity always was their friend. Mr. McCabe falls upon
this claim with his heaviest historical weapons, and destroys
the last vestige of its validity. In a short and clear account
of the development of the European worker since the days of
Roman slavery, he sets out a terrible indictment of Christi-
anity, which ought to be put in the hands of every worker.

large pages) free on receipt of post-card.
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