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Views and Opinions.
C h ristm as in  th e T ren ch es.

For the fourth time in succession our soldiers are 
spending Christmas at death-grips with the enemy, while 
our sailors hold their less spectacular but more vital 
watch at sea. It is over three years since the Christian 
peoples of Europe flew at each other with a ferocity and 
a hatred to which no other war holds a parallel. But it 
is over 1900 years—if we follow Christian chronology 
and the Christian myth—since angels sang of the 
peace and goodwill born into the world through the in­
carnation of Jesus Christ. They sang it to a Pagan 
world, the civilized portion of which was mainly under 
the dominion of Rome. Pagan Rome was without the 
glorious Gospel of Christ, but it nevertheless came 
nearer establishing universal peace and a genuine liberty 
than any other empire has ever done. More ; sur­
rounded on all sides by barbarian enemies, it could in 
its greatest day keep the peace of the world with 400,000 
soldiers. At present, Christmas will be celebrated with 
over 20,000,000 armed men engaged in actual warfare. 
The difference in the two figures is the measure of the 
success that has crowned the Christian Gospel. There 
is no need to discuss theories. The facts are there, 
damning and damnable. The nations of Europe Chris­
tianized have not learned to trust each other more than 
they did Pagan. Suspicion, hatred, greed, fear, tyranny, 
all those forces from which wars spring, have flourished 
under Christian domination. Christmas a .d . i  with 
angels singing the inauguration of a new era of peace 
and brotherhood,-Christmas 19 17  with the Christian 
peoples of the world engaged in the most universal and 
the most bloodthirsty war the world has ever seen! 
W as there ever a more damnable failure in the whole 
history of mankind ? * * *

Ammunition for “ Infidels.”
In The Outlook for Religion the Rev. W . E . Orchard 

warns his fellow-clergymen that the attitude of the 
Churches during the War, and their impotency to pre­
vent the War, will be “  collected and served up for

purposes of infidel propaganda.”  W hy should they not 
be ? Look at the Churches in all the belligerent 
countries, Everywhere they have blindly followed the 
leads of their respective Governments. And one feels 
that had the decisions of these Governments been dif­
ferent to what they were, the support of the Churches 
would have been not less wavering. It is not upon a 
particular decision of the Churches that shrewd observers 
base their judgments, but upon the fact that whenever 
there is war, whether the cause that leads a country into 
war be clearly just or as clearly unjust, the support of 
the Churches is certain. “  Theirs not to reason why ”  ; 
their function to find a justification for whatever course 
the ruling powers adopt. In Germany, the militaristic 
Government has no stronger supporter than the Church. 
That is equally true of the Church’s relation to the 
Government in this country. And when men see this, 
they realize that the conviction of the Church counts for 
nothing in arriving at an unprejudiced decision on the 
truth of a situation. The Christian Church is consistent 
only in one thing—in supporting anything and every­
thing that will advance its own interests. No wonder 
Karl Marx said that the Church of England would rather 
sacrifice thirty-eight out of its thirty-nine Articles than 
lose one thirty ninth of its income.

* * 1<
C h ristia n  G e rm a n y .

So far as we are concerned, we intend to see to it that 
the lesson of the War in relation to the Churches is well 
utilized. Freethinkers would be fools to allow so forceful 
a weapon to remain unused. Look at Germ any! It 
was, and is, one of the most Christian countries in 
Europe. Its educational system is saturated with Chris­
tian teaching of the most pronounced type. Its soldiers 
bear “ God with U s ”  on their caps. Its militaristic 
leaders are almost wholly Christian. It is the homo of 
Protestant Christianity. And it has conducted the War 
with a ferocity and a barbarity unknown at least in the 
annals of modern warfare. Think of these things, and 
then assume that Germany, by some strange chance, 
had remained outside the current of European life, and 
had never been Christian. Can anyone imagine that 
had it continued the current of Pagan civilization, it 
would have been worse than it is ? Might it not easily 
have been better than it is ? Make German deceit, 
German lying, German barbarity as bad as you will, the 
worse it is, the stronger the indictment of Christian in­
fluence. Germany is as generations of Christian training 
have left her. Said Dean Inge, speaking in London on 
December 14 :—

It is the deepest tragedy of modern history that every 
civilized nation seems compelled to choose one or two 
forms of government, both so bad that it is not easy to 
see which is the worse. On the one side is the Prussian 
system, efficient, economical, and honest, but which ends 
in putting the civilian under the heel of the soldier with 
his brutal, blundering diplomacy, and methods of fright­
fulness, until the nation now stands without justice, 
chivalry, generosity, sympathy, or mercy.

On the other side there is a squalid anarchy of de­
mocracy, wasteful, inefficient, and generally corrupt,
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with a Government which quails before every agitation, 
and pays blackmail to every conspiracy, and in which 
sooner or later those who pay the taxes are systematic­
ally pillaged by those who impose them, until the eco­
nomic structure of the State is destroyed.

And to that we need only add that this is a picture of 
the European world after having been for centuries under 
Christian control. Christianity could cover the world 
with churches, and keep armies of priests at work. It 
could make its influence felt in all governments and in 
all classes of society. It could permeate education and 
control the press. But it could evolve neither a desir­
able form of government, nor create durable feelings of 
goodwill among men. Decidedly, Freethinkers will not 
lack ammunition to carry on their warfare against the most 
hopeless and most useless of superstitions. And it will 
be their own fault if this ammunition is not fired with 
shattering effect. * * *

Waking Up to the Facts.
Let us hope that the millions of soldiers who are 

spending this Christmas amid the discomfort of the 
mud, and cold, and filth of Flanders and Northern 
France, will reflect a little upon the moral of the situa­
tion. Thousands of them, we know, have already done 
so, and have drawn therefrom a sound conclusion. They 
have seen the clergy eloquent in sending men to war, 
and yet demanding complete exemption from their own 
order. They have seen them silent, while thousands of 
people have made fortunes out of the nation’s necessity 
—silent while the very food of the people has been raised 
to famine price, and yet eloquent to turn the War to 
the advantage of their own order. They have seen, and 
properly seen, in the impotence of the Churches to pre­
vent these things a proof of their worthlessness, and have 
learned to appreciate the cant of Christian love and 
brotherhood at its true value. A question often put to 
the Freethinker before the War w as: “  How can you 
explain the world without God?” To-day thousands are 
reversing the question and are asking: “  How can you 
explain the world with God ? ”  How can any reason­
able being reconcile belief in the Christian deity 
with this world W ar? T ry how one may, the theory 
will not fit the facts. The War has shattered many 
theories, and exploded many reputations. The theory 
of God and the reputation of Christianity, if not com­
pletely shattered, are, at least, so damaged that, in 
thousands of cases, they now excite derision where they 
formerly commanded respect.

*  *  *
Peace on Barth.

More now than ever does mankind feel the urgency 
of this message and the need for its realization. And 
it may well be that in making plain the brutality, the 
savagery, and the inconclusiveness of war, Germany 
has unconsciously done the world a service. But peace 
on earth will never come through the prevalence of the 
Christian religion. If the centuries have made nothing 
else plain that lesson is clear. You cannot keep men on 
the level of savages intellectually and have them highly 
civilized in other directions. You cannot place a Church 
in a position of commanding influence without its work­
ing harm to the social structure. Professor Kingdon 
Clifford wisely warned us that Christianity wrecked two 
civilizations and came very near wrecking a third, and 
that warning has had a peculiar urgency given it by this 
War. Peace and goodwill comes not by the Christianiz­
ing but by the humanizing of mankind. And if that 
humanizing process has hitherto proceeded but slowly, 
a large part of the blame must be given to those super­
stitious fears and teachings which have so universally 
prepared man for tyranny and exploitation.

C h apm an  C o h e n .

Bibliolatry.
----*■...

T h e  Bible has a most marvellous history, some know­
ledge of which every literary critic is in duty bound to 
acquire. The Bible is at once the creature and god of 
the Church, and were it to be lost the Church would 
cease to exist. It has always been regarded as the 
objective rule of faith, and as the court of final appeal 
on all religious matters. Augustine was “  most deeply 
impressed with the evidences of Divine inspiration in the 
Scriptures," with the result that he could write thus: 
“ To the canonical Scriptures alone I owe agreement 
without any dissent.”  That great divine had faith in 
the absolute inerrancy of Holy Writ. To the Pro­
testant Reformers the central principle was that of the 
exclusive authority of the Scriptures. Luther, positively 
denied the infallibility of the Pope, and declared that 
Councils often erred. Even in our own day there are 
a few who verily believe that God’s Book is infallible 
from cover to cover, and who dismiss the conclusions of 
the Higher Criticism as groundless fancies. Professor 
Sayce, the distinguished Egyptologist, published a book 
with the bold title, Monument Facts and Critical Fancies 
in which, however, he has the candour to say that “  the 
doctrine of verbal inerrancy is Hindu and not Christian.” 
The amazing fact is that the overwhelming majority of 
present-day divines no longer hold that absurd dogma. 
They even grant that the Bible contains numerous 
errors ; that much of its history is unreliable; that large 
portions of it are purely legendary ; and that in no sense 
can it be looked upon as infallible. And yet, whilst 
making such concessions to criticism, they still believe 
in inspiration. In the Christian World for December 13, 
there is an article entitled “  The Condition of Evan­
gelicalism," in which such a position is vigorously 
defended, and the Evangelical Party is warned that, 
unless it adopts it, it is in danger of shrinking into “ an 
obscurantist sect more Biblicist than Scriptural.”  The 
Correspondent sa y s :—

Everywhere else the modern method is accepted in 
principle. The principle of an historical scholarship, at 
once critical of the record, conservative for the Gospel, 
and constructive for theology, is now as secure as Coper- 
nican astronomy. The particular conclusions from that 
method may be those of the conservative right wing 
That is a minor matter. The main thing is that they 
shall flow from that method, which is the invention of 
no one man and no one movement, but is the gift of the 
modern Church of the same spirit that put the Bible 
there ; and which is also a completion of the Reforma­
tion, reconstructing the perennial Bible by the Gospel 
of the Kingdom which made it. But, rightly or wrongly, 
the general belief is that the Evangelical side of the 
Church (which is the vital side) is committed to the 
obscurantist view of the Bible (which the High Church­
men have rejected). And for the Bible’s sake and the 
Gospel’s, it becomes of great moment that the prospects 
of evangelical religion should not be water-logged by the 
old infallibilism of the record.

We maintain that the policy recommended in that 
extract is at once illogical and immoral. The Evan­
gelical Party is fully justified in adhering to the orthodox 
tenet of the verbal inerrancy of the Word of God. The 
Bible, if fallible, cannot be Divinely inspired. The Rev. 
Mr. Webb-Peploe is perfectly consistent in the state­
ment that he has in this Book “ not some words of God 
which are to be discovered by human wisdom and human 
selection, but the Word of God from cover to cover. 
Mr. Peploe admits that there are errors of transcription 
in all copies now extant; but he entertains the hope 
that some day we may be permitted to see a complete 
edition of God’s original gift to man. For him there is 
absolutely no escape from “  the conclusion that the Book,
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if it be of God, must be perfect originally, and that all 
that lies with man as a critic is this—to discover the 
Original—if he can.” It was to us incomprehensible 
how the late Professor Robertson Smith could be a 
Higher Critic of the most iconoclastic kind, and yet 
continue to subscribe to the Westminster Confession of 
Faith. Sir George Adam Smith puzzles us in precisely 
the same way. In his Modern Criticism and the Preaching 
of the Old Testament, several lectures are devoted to the 
task of proving the legendary character of many Old 
Testament books ; and yet the fourth lecture is called 
“  The Proof of a Divine Revelation in the Old Testa­
ment.”  We have read that chapter with great care, but 
we have failed to find in it any proof whatsoever of any 
Divine Revelation in any part of the Old Testament. 
Indeed, in endeavouring to prove his proposition, Sir 
George presents us with a highly derogatory conception 
of the Divine character :—

The Hebrew writers claim for Israel a special choice 
and providence by God in order that he may make known 
to them, as he directly does to no other people of man­
kind, himself ip. 113 ).

Equally inconclusive is the reasoning of the Christian 
World. In no sense whatever is the Bible record infal­
lible. The Correspondent tells us that “  a fact or a 
truth is not true just because it is in the Bible,” and that 
“  in no such sense is the Bible infallible.” Then comes 
the following conundrum : —

Infallible as it is, it is infallible not for information, 
but for salvation. Pietism may be a flush on the face 
of truth, but i t . is neither its base nor its method, 
Unction does not qualify us to judge of historic fact or 
even theological reality. And a mental gerontocracy is 
no fit form of rule for a Church of the Spirit.

What that extract really means is an insoluble mystery. 
The Bible is infallible, after all, but not for information. 
Here is what purports to be an item of vital informa­
tion : “  Faithful us the saying, and worthy of all accepta­
tion, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners ” ; but the Correspondent assures us that it is 
not infallible — that, in fact, it may not be true. Paul had 
his share of unction, but unction did not qualify him to 
“ judge of historic fact or even theological reality.”  His 
pietism might have been a flush on the face of truth, but 
it was neither its base nor its method. In other words, 
the information about salvation he pretended to supply 
his converts was by no means infallible. What on earth 
we are to understand by the statement that the Bible is 
“  infallible for salvation ”  we have no means whatever of 
ascertaining.

At this point the Correspondent loses himself in 
vagueness and barren verbiage. What he means by 
“ competent knowledge ” and “ inspired divination ” no 
one can tell. If we have it, he says, it will “  deliver us 
from the dilettantists ” ; but who are the dilettantists and 
what do they teach ? And what does “  inspired divina­
tion ”  signify ? The dictionary defines “  divination ”  as 
“  the pretended forecast of future events or discovery of 
what is lost or hidden, by supernatural or magical means.” 
In Roman law it denoted the operation of choosing one 
of several accusers to conduct a criminal prosecution, 
and also the address in which the appointment of the 
prosecutor was proposed. It surely cannot be that the 
Correspondent uses the term in that sense; and yet he 
avers that “  we need the divination of moral faith,” 
whatever that may be. “  A penetrative conscience on 
the scale of the kingdom of God ” is a hopelessly am­
biguous expression, as is also “  the large ethical tact to 
read historic judgment unto salvation, whether it be the 
judgment of the Cross or the judgment of the W ar.” 
To call the Bible “  the charter of the kingdom of God 
among the nations,”  “  the organic centre of human 
history and Christian civilization,”  “  the treasury of
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mankind’s ruling power and the revelation of his moral 
destiny,”  is but a mere “  mapping ” of it which “  ends 
in undermining it.”  This is a new species of Bibliolatry 
which is more injurious than the worship of the mere 
letter so bitterly denounced.

The curious thing is that the Correspondent charac­
terizes this method of treating the Bible as scientific, 
and declares that the neglect of it has resulted in “  the 
corresponding slackness of moral fibre and moral flair 
in the grasp of revelation.”  The truth is that the 
genuinely scientific method of treating the Bible robs it 
of all title to be^regarded either as being or as containing 
a supernatural revelation. The historic and atoning 
Cross is an adaptation by the theologians of a supersti­
tion common to all the great religions. This is the view 
to which scholars are gradually coming round. The 
Correspondent, whose strange views and stilted style 
remind us so forcibly of Principal Forsyth, is fully aware 
of this, and significantly says : “  The ship wants docking 
and scraping. Or must it be scrapped ? ”  It is a scrap­
ping process that is now going on, with the result that 
Bibliolatry in all its forms is doomed. T T

A Festival of Falsehood.
The divine stands wrapt up in his cloud of mysteries, and 

the amused laity must pay tithes and venerations to be kept 
in obscurity, grounding their hope of future knowledge on a 
competent stock of present ignorance.—George Farquhar.

T h e r e  is a legend as old as any in the Christian Church, 
which has put a premium upon gloom and has made it 
part and parcel of the orthodox superstition. It is that 
Christ was never seen to smile, but often to weep. This 
does not concern Freethinkers overmuch, for those un­
repentant sinners do not think it likely that the “ Man 
of Sorrows ”  would, as Shakespeare says, “  laugh 
mortal.”  Man is, however, a laughing animal, and in 
this he is superior, if in nothing else. To be ashamed 
of laughter, to hold back merriment and mirth, to live 
in gloom and seriousness, may suit the ascetics, but is 
unworthy of men, who love sunshine and the song of 
children, and the open breezy day, rather than the 
spectral quiet and gloom of the cloister.

Hence the convivial nature of Christmas Day, alleged 
to be the birthday of Christ, has frequently been noted 
to the discomfiture of theologians, who object to the 
rationalistic explanation of Christianity. “  God’s birth­
day ”  is an annual orgy of gluttony and godliness, and 
the reason for this is an excellent piece of Christian 
evidence, for it plucks the heart out of the orthodox 
superstition.

Christmas Day was not kept regularly as a holiday 
until many generations after the alleged birth of Christ. 
When first observed, it was kept on varying dates. The 
precise time of Jesus’s birth, like that of Jeames de la 
Pluche, was “  wropt in mystery ” ; but it certainly was 
not in December. Why, then, do Christians observe 
Christmas Day on December 25, and why is the birth­
day of the ascetic “  Man of Sorrows ” a veritable carnival 
of conviviality ? /

Like all human institutions, the Christian Churches 
and their feast days have had to contend in open warfare 
for survival. The festivals of Pagan Rome were 
numerous, and it was in competition with the feast of 
the Saturnalia, one of the principal Roman festivals, 
that Christmas Day came to be instituted by the Chris­
tians, and the date fixed as December 25. The anni­
versary of Saturn was an old-established institution, and 
the propensity of converts from Paganism to cling to 
custom proved invincible. If the apostates were to be 
retained ip the folds of the new religion, it was impera-
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tive for the Christians to incorporate the old under the 
mask of the new.

This struggle for survival has also incorporated other 
Pagan features. In the far-off centuries, white-robed 
Druids cut the sacred mistletoe with a golden sickle, anc 
chanted their hymns to the frosty air. These features 
were absorbed also, and the mistletoe and carol-singing 
still play their minor, if amusing, parts in the celebra­
tion. The clergy have always had a keen instinct for 
proselytising. In the past the Church sought for ad­
herents by increasing her festal days, and she crushed 
opposition by bribing the weak and silencing the strong. 
In the twentieth century she is cajoling apostates all 
over the non-Christian world by means of medical mis­
sionaries, and at home by instituting Pleasant Sunday 
Afternoons in the place of painful Sabbaths, and by 
hypocritically identifying herself with social measures 
which appeal to the working classes.

Nor is this all, for the bitterest irony is everywhere 
interwoven in this celebration of the birthday of a man- 
god who never lived. “  Peace and goodwill amongst 
men ”  proclaim tens of thousands of pulpits, and the 
clergy also bless regimental colours, and pray for the 
troops of contending armies. The nations which profess 
to worship the “  Prince of Peace ”  are in the stronger 
grip of Mars, the god of war. From the Elbe to the 
Spree, from the Seine to the Neva, the roads of Europe 
resound to the tread of armed men, and the continent is 
a shambles, ankle-deep in human blood. The country­
men of Moliere are cutting the throats of the countrymen 
of Martin Luther, and the compatriots of Kossuth are 
disembowelling the brothers of Mazzini. The women 
of Europe, “ like Niobe, all tears,” are mourning their 
dead fathers, husbands, and sons; and whole nations, 
professedly Christian, are engaged in wholesale killing. 
The death-moans of hundreds of thousands are drowned 
in the Te Deums of the victors, and the survivors are 
blessed in the name of the Prince of Peace.

To such a pass, after so many centuries of the Chris­
tian superstition, has the Western world come. Milton’s 
hymn on “ The Nativity of Christ reads like the bitterest 
mockery:—

Nor war, nor battle’s sound 
Was heard the world around,

The idle spear and shield were high up hung ;
The hooked chariot stood 
Unstained with human blood;

The trumpet spake not to the armed throng ;
The kings sat still with awful eye,
As if they knew their sovran Lord was by.

It reads like a beautiful fairy-tale. “  Peace and good­
will ”  must wait till another year; and the present 
celebration of “  God’s birthday ”  must make serious men 
and women think. The Christmas festival itself, with 
all its hypocritical professions and its legendary associa­
tions, is largely pretence and make-believe. It is the 
paradox of paradoxes that the woeful welter of a tragic 
contest is going on in almost every corner of a world 
that professes to worship a God who commanded his 
followers not to kill and to obey his behests of non- 
resistance and forgiveness. Christmas, so far as the 
Christian Church is concerned, is an organized hypocrisy, 
a fitting celebration of an event that never happened.

M im n er m u s .

CONFIDENCE.
A motorist, stopping his car at a country hotel, called to a 

man who was passing to look after his car. With much 
dignity the man replied, “  Do you know that T belong to the 
Salvation Army.”

“ Oh ! ” replied the motorist, “ that doesn’t matter. I ’ll 
trust you.”

The Bible and Immortality.
T h e  R e s u r r e c t io n  of t h e  D e a d . 

R e s u m in g  our examination of the New Testament state­
ments, we have next to notice those relating to the 
resurrection of the body and the last judgment. W ith  
regard to the latter there appears to be no doubt; but in 
the case of the resurrection this is not quite so certain. 
Thus, in the following paragraphs, no raising from the 
dead is mentioned :—

Matt. xxiv. 30, 3 1 .—Then shall appear the sign of the 
Son of man in heaven; and then shall all the tribes of
the earth mourn....... And he shall send forth his angels
....... and they shall gather together his elect from the
four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.

Matt. xxv. 31-33.— But when the Son of man shall
come in his glory, and all the angels with him....... before
him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate 
them one from another as the shepherd separateth the 
sheep from the goats: and he shall set the sheep on his 
right hand, but the goats on the left.

In the latter case the sheep are all “  blessed,”  and are 
to “ inherit the kingdom prepared for them”  ; while the 
goats are all “  cursed,”  and are to receive “  eternal 
punishment.”  From the foregoing passages it would 
seem that only those alive at the “  second coming ”  
would be judged, and rewarded or punished. In the 
following passages, however, a resurrection is distinctly 
stated: —

John v. 28, 29.— For the hour- cometh, in which all 
that are in the tombs shall hear the voice of the Son of 
God, and shall come forth : they that have done good 
unto the resurrection of eternal life ; and they that have 
done ill, unto the resurrection of judgment.

Rev. xx. 13 , 15.— And the sea gave up the dead which 
were in i t ; and Death and Hades gave up the dead 
which were in them : and they were judged every man
according to their works....... And if any was not found
written in the book of life, he was cast into the lake of 
fire.

1 Thess. iv. 15-18 .—The Lord himself shall descend 
from heaven, with a shout, with the voice of the arch­
angel, and with the trump of God, and the dead in Christ 
shall rise first: then we that are alive, that are left, 
shall together with them be caught up in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air : and so shall we ever be with 
the Lord.

According to the first two of these extracts there is to 
je a resurrection of all men, to be followed by a judg­
ment ; but, according to the third, it .would seem that 
only those believers in Christ who had died while await­
ing the “  second coming ”  are to be raised from the dead, 
and that they and the believers then living are all to 
mount up to heaven without a judgment. This, in some 
measure, agrees with the first quotation from Matthew, 
in which the angels are to gather together all the elect 
then alive from the four winds. W e  thus arrive at the 
theory that all believers in Christ who are living on the 
day of judgment will be taken to heaven just as they 
are, and that the believers who are dead will be raised 
and given earthly bodies before entering Paradise. But 
we have next to see what the great apostle of the 
Gentiles has to say on the subject. In 1 Cor. xv. 35 
to 53 that apostle endeavours to explain the resurrection 
jy  the sowing of a grain of wheat, to which he says, 
God gives “  a body of its own.”  In the case of a human 
>ody in the tomb he states : —

1 Cor. xv. 42, 44.—So also is the resurrection of the 
dead. It is sown in corruption ; it is raised in incorrup­
tion....... It is sown a naturalbody ; it is raised a. spiritual
body.

In this passage the word “  natural ’’ (psychikos) is 
derived from psyche (life), and the word “  spiritual ’

\
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(pneumatikos) is formed from pneuma (breath, air, wind). 
Here Pauls says that the natural body of flesh and blood 
is the psychic, thereby recognizing the fact that psyche 
means animal life ; he also says that the spiritual body, 
which is given to those raised from the dead, is pneu­
matic (i.e., pertaining to air or breath). According to 
this statement all our writers on Psychology have chosen 
the wrong word, probably because psyche is generally 
translated “  soul,”  whereas that word has nothing to do 
with soul or mind. Paul further says:—

1 Cor. xv. 50-53.— Now this I say, brethren, that flesh 
and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of G od ; neither
doth corruption inherit incorruption....... We shall not all
sleep, but we shall be changed....... For the trumpet
shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, 
and we shall be changed, and this mortal must put on 
immortality.

Paul says nothing of a judgment of all nations or of the 
punishment of the wicked. The ideas of the early 
Christians upon the subject of “  eternal life ”  would 
appear to be expressed in the paragraphs quoted from 
1 Thess. iv. and 1 Cor. xv., though they are not in com­
plete agreement. Thus, in 1 Cor. xv., the bodies of 
those raised from the dead, as well as those then alive, 
were both to be “ changed” into “ spiritual bodies” 
before entering the abode of bliss. But in 1 Thess. iv. 
nothing is said about any such change, though it appears 
to be implied that those raised from the dead were to be 
given the same bodies which they possessed before death. 
This metamorphasis presented no difficulties to the pri­
mitive Christians, who believed that “  with God all 
things are possible.” In any case, those living at the 
time were to go straight up to heaven in their natural 
bodies, accompanied by their resurgent brethren who, 
we must assume, could not enter paradise in their 
mouldering post-mortem bodies.

According to the apostle of the Gentiles, the natural 
physical body of flesh and blood could not enter heaven : 
the heavenly body must be spiritual (pneumatical), that 
is to say, possessing the qualities of pneuma (breath, air, 
wind). We may perhaps conceive this spiritual body to 
be a living, breathing phantom ; but, as a simple matter 
of fact, Paul knew nothing about such a body. He 
simply imagined what he has described, just as he ima­
gined that he had been “  caught up to the third heaven ” 
where he heard “ unspeakable words ”  (2 Cor. xii. 1-4). 
Moreover, in neither 1 Thess. iv. nor in 1 Cor. xv. is 
there a single word said about “ the spirits of the dead ” 
in H ades; in both the reference is to the crumbling 
bodies in the tombs, as is also the case in John v. Set­
ting aside, then, the theories of Paul—for they are 
nothing more—it would seem that the resurrection to 
which the majority of the early Christians looked forward 
was the raising of the bodies in the grave, which were 
to be changed into their former living bodies of flesh 
and blood—the resuscitated beings eating, drinking, and 
sleeping as they did before death. That this was the 
conception of the future life by the early Christians 
receives confirmation from rhe following circumstances 
recorded in the Gospels.

1. Jesus is represented as saying to his disciples at 
his Last Supper—“ I will not drink henceforth of this 
fruit of the vine until the day when I drink it anew with 
vou in my Father’s kingdom (Matt. xxvi. 29).

2. In the hypothetical case of the woman who had 
had seven husbands (Matt. xxii. 23-30) it is clearly im­
plied that in heaven men and women would appear in 
their former earthly bodies.

3. In the parable of the Rich man and Lazarus 
(Luke xvi. 24) it is assumed that these two individuals 
were clothed in their earthly bodies, and that each saw 
and recognized the other.

4. Jesus himself, after his resurrection, appeared to his 
disciples in his.natural body. When they “ supposed 
that they beheld a spirit ”  he said, “  Why are ye troubled ?
....... Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I m yself:
handle me and see ; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, 
as ye see me having. And he shewed them his hands 
and his feet.” After this he asked, “  Have ye here any­
thing to eat ? And they gave him a piece of a broiled 
fish. And he took it, and did eat before them ”  (Luke 
xxiv. 38-43). Jesus also showed the sceptical Thomas 
“  the prints of the nails ”  in his hands and the wound in 
his side (John xx. 27).

5. Others are stated to have been raised from the dead 
in their natural bodies. Thus in Matt, xxvii. 52, 53, we 
read that “  the tombs were opened, and many bodies of 
the saints that had fallen asleep were raised ; and coming 
forth out of the tombs, they entered into the Holy city 
and appeared unto many.” Admitting that this story 
and also that of Jesus are pious fictions, they at least 
show what was the belief in apostolic times. We have, 
again, the case of Lazarus, who was raised from the 
dead after he had been in the tomb four days and disin­
tegration had commenced (John xi. 17, 39).

6. In Matt, xviii. 7-9 Jesus is represented as saying 
that if a hand or a foot caused a believer to sin, that 
person should “  cut it off and cast it from him ”  ; for it 
would be better for him “ to enter into eternal life maimed 
or halt, rather than having two hands or two feet to be 
cast into the eternal fire.”  These words, it is true, have 
been given a metaphorical interpretation; but, all the 
same, the fact of going into the abode of bliss with only 
one hand or foot plainly indicates that the believer would, 
as a matter of course, enter that abode in his former 
earthly body. There is no getting away from this in­
ference ; for if an entirely new body would be given 
after the resurrection, the mutilation of the old earthly 
body could not affect the new heavenly one.

The New Testament idea of the resurrection of the 
dead would thus appear to be that of the entire body— 
changed in the raising into the former earthly body, 
when in health. Of this belief it need only be said that 
it is utopian, and one which can never be realized ; for 
we have no evidence of the existence of a being “  with 
whom all things are possible." The same is the case 
with the heart (the supposed seat of reason, thought, and 
feeling), and of the psyche and pneuma: these all perish 
with the body.

There remains now but one point in connection with 
“  eternal life ”  to be noticed : this will form the subject 
of the next paper, and bring this series to a conclusion.

A b r a c a d a b r a .

Why Was Christ Born P
W e r e  a visitor from a distant planet, knowing nothing 
of this world’s religions, to walk about in a Christian 
country, say in England, on the day of that ancient 
Pagan festival which is now called Christmas; were he 
to observe the eating and drinking, dancing and card­
playing, and general jollification; he would never suspect 
that the people around him were celebrating the birthday 
of their God.

Were the visitor informed of this fact, and resolved to 
pursue his inquiries, he would discover that the cele­
brants were, for the most part, as ignorant as stones of 
the whole matter; that they were, in fact, the dupes of a 
long train of imposture.

Jesus Christ, whom the Christians worship as God, 
was not born on the twenty-fifth of December; at least 
the chances are very much against it. I f  he ever lived, 
he must have been born on some day; but, in the absence
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of all positive information on this point, the odds are 
three hundred and sixty-four to one against any day that 
is selected being right. The orthodox date is, indeed, 
quite inconsistent with the Gospel narrative. The birth 
of Jesus Christ is related to have been proclaimed to 
shepherds who were watching their flocks by night. This 
is impossible in Palestine in the depth of winter. The 
flocks are not pastured out at night until the spring.

Jesus Christ had been dead for generations before his 
birthday became an object of interest. According to the 
Acts of the Apostles, it was at Antioch that his followers 
were first called Christians; yet it was at Antioch that 
St. Chrysostom said—three hundred and fifty years after 
the Crucifixion —that they had but lately heard of the 
twenty-fifth of December as their Saviour’s birthday.

The twenty-fifth of December was, as we have already 
said, a Pagan festival. It celebrated the new birth of the 
sun. The twenty-first of December is the shortest day, 
and is assigned in the Roman Calendar to St. Thomas, 
who doubted his Master’s resurrection. For three days 
(as may be seen by the Almanack) the orb of light 
appears to be stagnant; but the fourth day begins to 
lengthen, the sun decisively commences another pro­
gression, and the Pagans expressed their joy at the 
auspicious occurrence. This festival was seized upon 
by the Christian Church; the SU N  was turned into the 
SON ; and the Pagans who were weaned or forced into 
Christianity, under Constantine and his successors, were 
gratified to learn that the new religion, while it altered 
their shibboleths, made very little difference with regard 
to their rites and customs.

But if the day of Jesus Christ’s birth is uncertain, the 
determination of the year is equally difficult. We are 
informed by the third Gospel that Jesus was born when 
Cyrenius was governor of Syria. This was at least six 
years after the commencement of the Christian era. 
Jewish chronology assigns a much earlier date for the 
birth of the Nazarene ; a point on which the reader may 
consult the Jewish Life of Christ, a remarkable production 
that should be read by every student of the origins of 
Christianity.

All this would be discovered by our imaginary visitor 
from a distant planet. He would also find that the deity 
of Jesus Christ was never suspected during his lifetime; 
that the doctrine grew up gradually, with many fluctu­
ations of fortune, in the Christian Church; and that it 
was only imposed on the whole Christian world after 
generations of fierce controversy and cruel bloodshed.

Supposing, however, that Jesus Christ was God, or 
part of God, or a messenger from God, we may still ask 
—Why was he born ? What was his object ? And how 
has he carried it out ?

Jesus Christ was certainly not born to teach the world 
anything new in religion, philosophy, or morals. Every 
good (or bad) text in the Gospels is a repetition of what 
had been previously uttered. Originality was not one 
of his characteristics. Even the assertion that he brought 
immortality to light is false in the light of Jewish doc­
trine before his birth, and ridiculous in the light of the 
ancient systems of Egypt and India.

Christ did not come as a man to illuminate the world, 
but as a god to redeem it. Such is the teaching of 
orthodox Christianity. But if Christ’s object was the 
world’s redemption, his failure is “ gross as a mountain, 
open, palpable.”

“  Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature,”  was the command of Christ to his 
apostles. He also said, “  Lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end.” This can only mean that they, or 
their successors, were to convert the world to Chris­
tianity ; it must at least mean that they were to preach 
the gospel to all ears, so that all might have an oppor­

tunity of embracing it. But has this been done ? And 
after the lapse of nearly two thousand years, more than 
half of the world’s inhabitants have never heard the 
gospel preached. Only a quarter of the human race 
are professed Christians, and among them how many are 
real ? Buddhism, which was founded by a man, includes 
more millions than Christianity. Nor is there the 
slightest prospect of further success. The races that 
stood outside Christianity at first are outside it still. 
Missionary effort makes no considerable impression on 
the vast populations of Asia and Africa. The heathen 
who are converted in distant lands do not equal the 
number of persons in Christian countries who are either 
sceptics or indifferent.

Jesus Christ is called the Prince of Peace. Angels 
sang at his birth of “  peace on earth and good-will among 
men.” Surely this was ironical. More blood has been 
shed in the name of Christ than in the name of any other 
deity. It is an indisputable fact, also, that all other 
differences—racial, political, or social—are aggravated 
by difference in religion. Englishmen and Irishmen are 
both Christians, but they worship Christ in different 
ways, and this diversity is the principal secret of their 
long antagonism. Had Ireland been Protestant, or 
England been Catholic, the two nations would have 
found a speedier way to reconciliation. The last great 
war in Europe was between Catholic France and Prot­
estant Germany. It was fomented by the Jesuits, who 
used the Empress Eugenie as their tool. Christ’s priests 
never shrank from crime to win their ends. They have 
ever been ready to drench the earth with tears or blood 
to promote the interest of their Church.

Peace was not brought by Christ. If it was it ascended 
with him. He was born at a time of peace, during the 
reign of the mild and wise Augustus. Less than half a 
million soldiers sufficed to maintain the peace of that 
far stretching empire, and to secure its frontiers against 
the outer barbarians. At present, in Europe alone, six 
millions of soldiers grasp arms in readiness for mutual 
slaughter. At the close of every winter we speculate on 
war in the spring. After all these centuries of the reign 
of Christ the military systems of Europe are crushing 
the nations. Young men spend their days in barracks, 
two hundred millions are wrung from the people to 
support armies and navies, and another two hundred 
millions to pay the interest on national debts.

Peace on earth ! The brotherhood of man ! Yes, the 
peace of kings and priests; the brotherhood of Cain and 
Abel.

Christians dwell on the love for the poor and oppressed 
displayed by the Hebrew prophets, and declare that 
Christ, as the last and greatest prophet, was to be the 
best friend of the needy and the desolate. But is this a 
fact? So far as the poor are concerned, Jesus Christ 
might as well have remained in heaven. Poverty is a 
standing curse of Christian societies. Men die worth 
millions, and their ignominious corpses repose in a 
marble pillared mausoleum. Many of their fellow- 
citizens die daily from starvation, or the diseases of 
ill-fed bodies, and are buried out of the way as public 
nuisances. Dives and Lazarus still live in the same 
city. The beggar’s stomach is as empty, and his sores 
as painful, as ever; and Dives is never frightened by 
that little parable about the dry tongue and the missing 
drop of water. Christ said, “  The poor ye have always 
with you,”  and the remark was a prophecy. The poor 
are always with us. They have not been redeemed. They 
owe nothing to Christ. He was not born for them.

Peace has not come, poverty has not gone; the people 
still suffer, and are still cheated with “  kingdom-come. 
Christ was not born to redeem us in this world. Ob, 
they say, he will redeem us in the next world. He was
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born to lead us to heaven and save us from hell. But if j 
he cannot help us here, how will he help us there ? Let . 
the truth be told—He is a failure. As a god he is con 
temptible. He came to this world to no purpose. It 
would have been better if he had left us Home Rulers 
to manage our own affairs. Jehovah was a curse to the 
Jews, and Christ has been a curse to Christendom. We 
at least are not grateful to him. We hope he will soon 
go the way of other gods into oblivion. We believe he 
is going there rapidly. He is perishing because he is 
being found out. His pretensions are belied by the 
history of nineteen hundred years. He was born once, 
but it was a mistake. All he has now to do is to die.

(The late) G. W . F o o t e .

Catholic Church is a Christian Church, and all history teaches 
that a Christian Church will support any and every cause 
that promises help. The principles of the Christian Churches 
are not exactly up for sale, but they can always be so explained 
as to assist any cause or government that supports them.

The Referee calls attention to the fact that just one 
hundred years ago the vicar of Sutton summoned Sir 
Montague Burgoyne, the Lord of the Manor, for non- 
attendance at Church. The case was tried at the Bed­
fordshire Assizes, and Sir Montague pleaded that he was an 
“  invalid and had prayers read at home.”  So the jury found 
him “  Not guilty.”  But how the clergy to-day, with their 
empty churches, must long for a return of the good old 
days !

Acid Drops.
Hundreds of years ago the Jew s took a great revenge for 

all the injuries that were to be inflicted on them. They gave 
the Christian their God, and that was one of the most cold­
blooded acts of cruelty in history. Now, Mr. Balfour pro­
poses another act of retaliation. He is going to give the 
Jews Jerusalem, and found a Jewish State. This game of 
reprisals ought to be stopped. It will only lead to fresh 
trouble in the future.

To be quite serious, the foundation of a State for Jews is 
only of value so long as there are large numbfers of Jews 
suffering oppression, and to whom any place is preferable to 
the one wherein they live. Where Jews are not persecuted 
they neither desire a Jewish State, nor will they avail them­
selves of one if it is offered. English, French, or Dutch Jews 
are Englishmen, Frenchmen, and Dutchmen. Their religion 
no more expresses nationality than does Roman Catholicism 
and Protestantism. True, they profess a longing for Jerusalem 
—in their prayers. But that is about as real as the Christian’s 
longing for heaven. And we are quite sure that nothing 
short of forcible deportation will ever induce Jews to leave 
countries where they have been settled for generations and 
are fairly treated. ____

And what is meant by a “  Jewish State ? ”  Does it mean 
a theocracy on the Biblical plan with Jewish regulations 
enforced ? That would mean a tyranny so intolerable that 
it would soon have to be suppressed. And if the State is to 
give absolute freedom to all, with no State religion, and no 
compulsion or restriction in any form, it is a travesty of lan­
guage to call it a Jewish State. Perhaps, one day, people 
will recognize that the “ Jewish Question”  is really a 
sociological question. ____

In a recent issue of the Daily News, a nineteen-line extract 
from Paine’s Rights of Man was published as a quotation for 
the day. We hope the editor did not give his readers too 
much pain. ____

Although there is a shortage of paper, and periodicals are 
greatly reduced in size, editors still find room for religious 
news. A Sunday paper actually had a bold headline : “  200 
Eton Boys Confirmed,”  with following letterpress. Perhaps 
the editor thought it a big bag of prisoners for the Church 
offensive. ____

Considerable interest has been excited by the Morning Post 
attack on the Papacy as having been partly responsible for 
the recent disaster to the Italian Army, and,of course, Roman 
Catholics in general are highly indignant. So far as in­
dividual English Roman Catholics are concerned, their 
indignation may be genuine enough. But with the Vatican 
itself that is quite another affair. There is a very power­
ful Roman Catholic party in Germany, and Austria is a 
stronghold of the Papacy. Here are two good reasons why 
the Roman Church should oblige these powers as much as 
is possible. Added to this, the Vatican has never relin­
quished its aspirations after temporal power, and the dream 
of a Pope who shall exercise a temporal sovereignty over Italy 
itself is not too fantastic for its ambitions. Finally; the Roman

“  This hath God wrought,”  says the Church Times, with 
reference to the recent capture of Jerusalem. And the C. T. 
is grateful for the “  privilege ”  accorded to the English people 
in this matter. It is not for us to say what “  God ”  had to 
do with the capture of Jerusalem, but we do suggest that his 
presence— if he can achieve this kind of thing—is sadly 
needed on the Western Front. What God can do in the 
East, he might attempt in the West, and it would be far more 
effective there than elsewhere. It would be blasphemous to 
suggest that “  God ”  is only powerful against a weak force, 
and powerless against a strong one. Perhaps the Church 
Times will explain the success of “ Providence”  in the one 
case, and its failure or carelessness in the other.

It was characteristic of the thoughtfulness of “  Provi­
dence ”  that, after the terrible explosion at Halifax, New­
foundland, which killed about 1,500 people, it came along 
with a severe blizzard while thousands of people were home­
less. And people who are indignant over German atrocities 
thank God for his “  loving mercy.”

Bristol clergy have also been holding a conference to con­
sider the serious aspect of the future. The Bishop of Bristol 
dwelt-strongly upon the responsibility of the clergy at the 
present crisis. We do not see it. Had he spoken of the 
responsibility of the clergy for the present crisis, we might 
have agreed. But no sensible person cares to the value of a 
mouldy communion wafer about the “ highfalutin ”  talk of 
the clergy. All that is required of them is to get out of the 
way. _____

We cannot congratulate the members of the House of 
Commons on the success of their opposition to the 27C 
Regulation. It was first proposed that all leaflets and 
pamphlets relating to W ar and Peace should be passed 
by a censor before publication. This was such a glaring 
piece of autocratic legislation that the Government was 
driven to make concessions. The concessions amount 
to th is : every pamphlet dealing with W ar and Peace 
must be placed before the censor three days before it 
is printed. If the censor decides that it must not be 
printed, it is forbidden. And the aggrieved party may 
seek a remedy in the Courts if he so desires.

We fail to see the value of the “  concession.”  The right 
way, the way of real freedom, would be for the censor—who 
must be a Government censor—to take the pamphlet into the 
courts and allow judges to decide whether it really infringes 
the law or not. That has hitherto been the English way. 
To condemn it first, to seize type, etc., on the strength of the 
condemnation, and leave it for the aggrieved party to seek 
redress, is the way of Russia in its worst days. Moreover, 
the concession concedes nothing. To appeal to the courts 
was a privilege the subject always possessed, and still has, in 
spite of D.O.R.A. Finally moving the courts is an expen­
sive matter, and an organization without plenty of money 
cannot act. It is only wealthy men, and wealthy societies 
that can threaten the Government, and the Government 
does not attack men of money.

We are not concerned in the least with the political aspect 
of the matter, and we protest against the fashion of labelling
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all criticism of this regulation as “  Pacifist.”  That is a mere 
political trick. Our sole concern is with the setting up of a 
practice that is foreign to our traditions and to our institu­
tions. Freedom is the ,one thing in the world worth fighting 
for, and one must be prepared to risk something in its main­
tenance. Make the penalties for illegal, for treasonable, 
action as heavy as you please, but let the decision as to 
what is illegal rest with the courts of law. That is the only 
guarantee of freedom the subject has. That gone, every­
thing is gone.

Patriotism and piety is a sad mixture. A poor woman at 
Bradford cut the throat of her boy of sixteen because she 
thought that her “  sacrifice ”  would help the Allies. She 
had been a regular attendant at Christian Science meetings.

It looks as though “  Providence ”  had been running amok 
amongst the clergy. In one newspaper paragraph the other 
day it was recorded that the Rev. J .  W. Thorndike, of St. 
James the Less, Vauxhall Bridge Road, died suddenly in his 
church; Rev. W. T. Nicholson died after an operation for 
apendicitis; and Prebendary F. Wodehouse died suddenly 
at Exmouth.

The Illustrated Record of the Tower Hamlets Mission believes 
in making one’s flesh creep—as the best means of raising 
subscriptions. In its Annual Christmas Appeal it darkly 
hints that it could give “  numerous pathetic accounts ”  of 
those who have come to their teas and been converted. We 
are not quite certain whether the pathetic stories belong to 
the tea or the Gospel, but we can quite believe it of either.

In another portion of the same “  Appeal ”  we read that 
the Mission is accumulating information “  of a most terrible 
character as to the demoralization of boys and girls ”  in 
cinema shows. These “  horrible centres of corruption ”  are 
open on Sundays to all, etc. Of course, we are not given 
particulars ; so that every pious reader is given the utmost 
freedom to indulge his or her prurieut imagination without 
check. But it is very thoughtless of Mr. Charrington to give 
the game away by saying : “  Our immediate object will now 
be to arouse the Churches to their danger, and the terrible 
effect Sunday opening is having on the attendance at churches 
and Sunday-schools.”  And that, apparently, is the“  corrup­
tion ”  that is at work. So it looks like a case of trade 
jealousy, after all.

A general dealer of Merthyr, S. Wales, was summoned for 
driving a motor cycle with side-car, thus infringing the Motor 
Spirit Restriction Order. The defence was that the car was 
being used to fetch some butter and eggs. The essence of 
the offence appears to have been that the cycle was being 
ridden on a Sunday, and one suspects that it was the Sab­
batarian feelings of the Chief Constable that were hurt rather 
than the Motor Spirit Restriction order. Piety plus patriotism 
is a strong combination.

“  The name of Father Christmas is on the lips and in the 
minds of all children,” declares a London newspaper writer. 
The dear little Pagans.

The forthcoming celebration of the merry birthday of the 
Man of Sorrows led to an order of the Liquor Control Board 
relaxing in England and Wales some of the drink restrictions.

The campaign in Palestine has given the journalists an 
opportunity of re-hashing much Biblical knowledge. The 
Times had a lengthy note on Hebron, the City of Abraham, 
and said “ the oak of Marore under which the patriarch 
camped is still pointed out a little to the north of the town.” 
This is the stuff that is retailed in the columns of one of the 
foremost daily papers.

“ Take no thought for the morrow”  does not, in the 
opinion of the vicar of Krodeshall, Suffolk, apply to sugar. 
At least, we assume such to be the case,, seeing that this gen­
tlemen was found in possession of a sack of sugar. When 
charged under the Food Control Order, the defendant wa6 
unaware of the Coptrol Order, The vicar was fined £3, and

the local grocer who supplied the sugar £5. We do not 
understand why the grocer was fined more than the vicar, 
particularly as, in small country places, the clergy have a way 
of bringing considerable pressure to bear upon local trades­
men. And in these days grocers are not exactly begging 

, people to take sugar off their hands.

The W ar Office has issued the information that “  clerks 
in holy office ”  who volunteer for military service “  are per­
mitted to select the corps to which they wish to be posted.” 
If they do not come up to the requirements of the selected 
corps, they will be permitted to return to civil life. Will 
anyone please explain why a clergyman joining the Army 
should be given a privilege denied to other people ? And 
why, if he-is not suitable to that particular corps, should a 
clergyman be permitted to return to civil life? Under this 
regulation a parson has only to select a corps for which he 
is clearly unfitted to escape service altogether, and retain 
the credit for being anxious to do “  his bit.”  And we may 
trust the members of the “  Black Army ”  to make the most 
of the occasion. ____

The relation between religion and conduct, savs “  Vanoc,” 
in the Referee, is always a mystery to the average layman. 
We daresay ; but it is only a mystery because theology has 
deliberately caused the confusion. Whatever relation exists 
between the two, in fact, is purely accidental; it is never 
causal. Religion operates on morality precisely as does 
politics. It may lead people to regard things as right that 
are wholly wrong, or it may induce them to brand as crimes 
qualities that are of quite an opposite character. That is 
why religious belief forms no guide whatever as to how a 
person will behave. He may have enough native goodness 
to overcome the influence of religion, or enough inborn 
“  cussedness”  to fly in the face of its better teaching. Reli­
gion and morality spring from different roots, and it is regret­
table that “  Vanoc ” makes such a mystery of a problem that 
could be answered by a very casual study of moral develop­
ment.

“  Vanoc’s ”  wonderment is due to an article written by 
Commodore Henderson, at present interned in Holland. 
The Commodore finds that some of the prisoners in his camp 
go to church, but “ there are plenty of men who never go near 
a church. Yet they are living straight, upright, clean lives 
which many Churchmen might do well to imitate.” If Com­
modore Henderson is surprised at this, it only shows that, 
like “  Vanoc,”  he also has much to learn on the question of 
ethics. And the value of “ Vanoc’s ”  philosophy is well 
shown by the following :—

Commodore Henderson’s creed, which is shared by innu­
merable thinking souls, is that no dogmas are necessary unless 
belief in an All good God can be called a dogma. With the 
evidence of our own existence, Nature, and the laws of Nature 
before us, the existence of a Supreme Being is a self-evident 
fact which nobody except Conchies of the baser sort, de­
generates, and arrogant and unobservant ignoramuses can 
dispute.

Wc do not know in which category wc arc to be placed, but 
it is long since we came across a more ignorant outburst 
than this: “ Nature and the laws of n a tu re !”  The poor 
man thinks they are distinct, evidently. We have no space 
or time to disentangle all the absurdities in the passage cited, 
they will be clear enough to Freethinker readers. We can 
only regret that “  Vanoc ”  was not with General Allenby 
when he entered Jerusalem. Assuming “  Vanoc’s ”  ability 
and willingness to bear the burden, the General might then 
have entered the city in the same way as Jesus is said to 
have done.

At Broadstairs Sunday cinema shows arc restricted to 
soldiers and sailors, and humorous films are excluded from 
the programme. The pious folk evidently wish the soldiers 
and sailors to take their pleasures sadly.

The Daily News anxiously asks the question, “  Will there 
be Feasting As Usual ”  at Christmas ? Presumably, the 
birthday of the “  Man of Sorrow's ”  will be shorn of some 
of its merriment.
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C. Cohen’s Lecture Engagements.
January 6, Manchester ; January 13, London ; January 20, South­

ampton ; February 3, Birmingham ; February 17, Leicester.

To Correspondents.

A. L. (Glasgow).—Pleased to hear of the increased sales at your 
newsagents. That is becoming a very general experience, but we 
are hungry for still more.

Pte . J. S cott.—Your suggestion of a fund for the distribution of 
literature among soldiers is a good one, but we have had to ask 
our readers for help in other directions, and we do not feel 
warranted in making any further appeals that are avoidable. 
We do send out literature on our own account, so far as our 
means permit, and we have the gratification of knowing that it 
does good. Thanks for your efforts in distributing pamphlets. 
The literature ordered has been sent.

Pte . S tarling writes: “ Freethought is, in my opinion, making 
great strides among the soldiers, and it would be well worth 
getting the parodies the boys sing to the hymns they have been 
forced to learn ”  We shall be very pleased to receive specimens. 
Some may be quite usable.

Pedro.—Sorry we are not able to use the MSS. you have been 
good enough to send.

S. R. (Belfast).—We do not know what you mean by “ details of 
the death-bed” of G. W. Foote. The only pertinent details are 
that he died in his own home, with none but members of his own 
family in'the house. And he died as he had lived, a firm Free­
thinker.

B. D dnlop.—Next week. Thanks.
R. E lm es.—It is a very foolish policy to offer an explanation before 

you are quite sure the statements made are a record of facts.
E. R awlings.—You have misunderstood Mr. Holyoake’s discus­

sion with Bradlaugh, it was not of the nature you assume. Mr. 
Holyoake made many professions of his authentic opinions in 
quite plain and unequivocal language.

J- B r eese .—We are obliged for your promise of further help in 
the event of there being more trouble with the L.C.C. But we 
do not think that likely. We can quite appreciate the worries 
of a business man at the present time.

J. R obertson.—We quite agree with your view that in winning 
the fight in London against the L.C.C. it will have its influence 
elsewhere. By the way, is it not time Edinburgh did some work 
again in the shape of propagandist lectures? We shall be glad 
to give any assistance we can.

W. II. D eakin .—Thanks for good wishes. The letter to which 
you refer is not yet to hand, but trust it will arrive in due course.

W. J ones. G. E. G il l , and others.—We arc obliged for offers 
of pamphlet, but a parcel, wrongly labelled, was discovered in 
stock.

Piper W. H. F y f e .—We are sending you a small parcel of lite­
rature for distribution.

J • L ivesy .—Will see about an article on the subject you name ; but 
there are so many other things that call for attention. Thanks 
for your good opinion of the paper.

N. S .S . G eneral F und.—Miss E. M. Vance acknowledges — 
“ Ernest,” 2s. Gd.

N. S. S. B e n e v o l e n t  F ond.—Miss E. M. Vance acknowledges: 
—"  Ernest,”  2s. Gd.

The Secular Society, Limited, office is at 62 Farringdon Street, 
London, E.C . 4.

The National Secular Society’s office is at 62 Farringdon Street, 
London, E.C. 4.

When the services of the National Secular Society in connec­
tion with Secular Burial Services are required all communi­
cations should be addressed to the Secretary, Miss E . M. 
Vance, giving as long notice as possible.

Lecture Notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C. 
4 by first post Tuesday, or they will not be inserted.

Orders for literature should be sent to the Business Manager of 
the Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C. 4, and 
not to the Editor.

Tetters for the Editor of the “ Freethinker ” should be addressed 
to 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C . 4.

Friends who sand us newspapers would enhance the favour by 
marking the passages to which they wish us to call attention.

The *• Freethinker” will be forwarded direct from the publishing 
office to any part of the world, post free, at the following rates. 
Prepaid:—One year, 10s. 6d. ;  half year, 5s. 3d .; (href months, 
3s. Sd.

Sugar Plums.
The impudence of some officials almost passes belief. A 

friend at Goldthorpe, near Sheffield, was good enough to dis­
play a Freethinker poster in his shop window. The shop is 
situated in the central part of the town, and opposite the 
police station. The poster had been displayed for some 
weeks without anything being said, but on December 10 a 
police sergeant, accompanied by a constable, arrived on the 
scene, and informed the shopkeeper’s wife that it was illegal 
to display such a poster, and that he had “ gone into the 
matter fully with his superiors and they had concluded it 
was against the law.” Our friend’s wife properly asked this 
official to call again when her husband was at home. The 
reply was that there was enough trouble these times and he 
didn’t want any more. Of course, the whole proceeding was 
quite illegal, and nothing else than an attempt to bully our 
friend into taking the poster down. We have instructed that 
the poster be kept where it has been, and that in case of any 
further trouble to let us know at once. There is nothing at 
all illegal in displaying the poster, and if any trouble occurs, 
our friends may rely upon our full support. Meanwhile, we 
have written for further particulars with a view to bringing 
this particular police officer to book.

Under the heading of “ An Earnest Thinker,” the Cam­
bridge Magazine (December 15) has a notice of the death of a 
well-known Cambridge figure, Mr. H. J. Wolstenholme, 
of Christ's College :—

Those who knew him well would agree that his grasp of 
social and general philosophy was in many waps unrivalled 
in this country. Trained originally for the Ministry in some 
Nooconformist sect, his inquiring mind soon found itself 
unable to accept the fundamentals which others allowed to 
pass unquestioned, and though he retained an understanding 
of and a respect for the convictions of those from whom he 
parted company, he was reluctantly faced to the conclusion 
that the hypothesis of the existence of a God was amongt the 
least helpful and least fruitful of all the cosmogonief that 
mankind has devised.

1
We were pleased to sec a letter, iu the Wine amt Spirit 

Trade Record, from Mr. H. Latimer Voigt, strongly recom­
mending Mr. Foote’s Bible and Beer as a “ crushing ” reply 
to the contention that the wine mentioned in the Bible is 
unfermented. The pamphlet is a crushing answer to other 
things beside this, and wc should like to see it circulated by 
the tens of thousands.

We regret that by the transposition of a line in Mr. 
Palmer’s article in our last issue one paragraph was robbed 
of part of its meaning. The last line at the bottom of p. 795 
should have appeared as the second line in the second para­
graph in the second column. The line must have been dis 
placed in making up the columns.

We are asked to state that the “ Social ” arranged for 
Boxing Day by the Manchester Branch, N .S.S., has had to 
be postponed owing to local circumstances. We arc glad to 
learn that this Branch is winding up its quarter’s work with 
plenty oi enthusiasm to recommence early in the New Year.

T H E  PO LITIC C H R ISTIA N IT Y O F T H E  KAISER.
The mainstay of the (Roman) Catholic Church rests with 

the Austrian monarchy and with the death of the old Emperor 
(written in July, 1914) they would have to look to some other 
country and ruler for protection. There is no Catholic ruler 
in a Catholic country to-day able to support and protect the 
dignity of the Church. The German Emperor is a Protestant 
monarch, but he is first and last a Christian, and thanks to 
his usual keen and far-sighted policy, backed up by his strong 
spiritual convictions, religious dissensions are almost unknown 
in his Empire. The Catholic religion enjoys in no country’, 
save the United States and the British Empire, more real 
freedom from persecution than it does in Germany. And the 
Emperor’s personal standing with the Vatican is excellent.—  
A  rmgaard K a r l Graves, “ The Secrets of the German W a r  Office.“
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Fund for Fighting the L.C.C.
T h e  purpose of this Fund is to clear off a portion of 
the liability incurred in fighting—and defeating—the 
attempt of the L.C.C. to prohibit the sale of literature 
in the London parks and open spaces. The legal ex­
penses incurred amounted to about ¿"250. Of this, 
between /'So and £ 10 0  remains unpaid, and the Protest 
Committee is appealing for contributions from all who 
appreciate the value of the triumph achieved. This is 
a question that should appeal to Londoners with specia 
force, and it is hoped to raise the required amount by 
the end of the year. The following is the list of sub­
scriptions to date

Previously acknowledged, £ ï \  19s. E . Whitehorn, 
£■ .2. Dr. B . Dunlop, £ 1  is. H. Jessop, £ 1 .  J . Burrell, 
is. J . Breese, £ \ .  G. Saunders, 2s. J . Robertson, 2s. 
T. Dunbar, 2s. 6d. Mrs. Annie Poole, is. Dr. R. T. 
Nichols, 10s. 6d. W. H. Hicks, £ 1  is. Manchester 
Branch N. S. S., £ 1  is. T. Underwood, 2s. E. 
Reynolds, 2s. 6d. “  Ernest,”  2s. 6d.

The Prayers of the Righteous.
T h e  R e v . C h a s . G o o d h ea r t  is the vicar of a fine old 
church in one of the suburbs of London. Most of his 
parishioners regard him as a real old English gentleman, 
and a sincere Christian. Obviously, he has never 
critically examined the tenets of the faith in which he 
believes, and he knows nothing, or comparatively speaking 
nothing, of the heretical views of many of the more 
learned members of his own church. All along he has 
said that he has accepted his religion on faith. He 
believes that the Bible is God’s Word—every word alike, 
from the first verse of the first chapter of Genesis to 
the last verse in Revelation ; and every man, whether 
he is a brother in Holy Orders or only a layman, who 
dares to throw the slightest doubt on the authenticity or 
genuineness of the Gospels, he regards as a heretic who 
will ultimately find his portion in the lake of fire that 
burns without ceasing for ever and ever. And he not 
only believes in Christianity, but he tried to practise it 
in his daily life. One thing he believes in most fervently 
— and that is, in the efficacy of prayer.

Throughout this long and terrible War he has insisted 
that the one thing wanted is the united prayers of 
Christians, offered up in all sincerity to God, so that He 
would turn the hearts of men to nobler and better 
purposes than human destruction.

But since hostile air-raids have become very frequent 
in London, many have noticed that the kind face of the 
dear old vicar has worn a very troubled expression. 
People have come to church more regularly, and joined 
with him in prayer to God to stop this merciless and 
horrible murder of innocent citizens—men, \yomen, and 
children ; but let them pray never so hard, the air-raids 
continue, and not even the shot and shell of hundreds 
of guns can keep the infernal machines away from the 
London area.

One evening they had a special service of prayer at 
the church, and the vicar appealed in very eloquent 
language to the Great God of Battles to save the poor 
innocent children from destruction by bombs. He 
appealed to God more especially as “  Our Heavenly 
Father,”  who watched over and protected his children; 
but even in the midst of his prayer, a churchwarden was 
observed to walk up the middle aisle, and, to the 
astonishment of the congregation, proceeded up the 
steps to the pulpit, and presented the vicar with a note. 
The anxiety of the congregation was soon increased, for

the vicar made the solemn announcement that he had 
just received notice from the police that an air-raid was 
taking place, and that they must “  take cover ”  as soon 
as possible. The vicar said that he was inclined to 
continue the service and offer up further prayers, and 
trust to the Lord. But no sooner had he made the 
announcement than he observed that nearly all the 
members of the congregation were hurrying out of the 
church into the crypt, where no doubt they thought 
they could find safer shelter than in the church itself. 
Before they had been in the crypt a quarter of an hour, 
the members of the congregation, largely augmented by 
strangers, who had also sought what they considered 
the safest cover, were engaged in singing hymns and 
songs alternately, and making all kinds of noises, to 
drown the booming sound of the guns.

But as they proceeded with their singing a terrible 
sound was heard outside, as though in close proximity 
to the Church, although as a matter of fact it was some 
distance away. A dull, heavy, thud, like the falling of 
a bomb, followed by a terrible crash, like the tumbling 
down and the destruction of a great building. The 
boys in the crypt kept up the singing and shouting and 
clapping of hands to cheer up the women and children, 
many of whom were hysterical and in tears. For over 
two hours this kind of thing went on before the sound of 
bugles could be heard, and people knew that all was 
“ clear ”  once more, and those who had sought the shelter 
of the crypt emerged into the streets and proceeded 
homewards. Some among the crowd, however, met 
friends who informed them that a terrible calamity had 
happened not far away—that several dwelling-places in 
a crowded thoroughfare had been reduced to ruins, and 
that many people had been buried beneath the debris. 
Many of them joined the constant stream of people who 
were going in search of the scene of the great catas­
trophe.

When they arrived the sight was terrible to behold. 
People were running about the streets in a dazed con­
dition. The police were trying to keep the crowd back, 
and every now and then men appeared with stretchers 
carrying the bodies of those who had been killed or 
maimed in the destruction of the buildings. Many of 
the women fainted as they saw the dead and dying being 
taken away on ambulances. Somebody in the crowd 
mentioned that about a dozen children were buried 
beneath the ruins of the building in the cellar where 
they had sought shelter with their parents.

One man, who was evidently a Freethinker, said that 
God might at least have spared the innocent little kiddies. 
Another, who was probably a Christian or a Nothing­
arian, said that these awful calamities were enough to 
make a man doubt whether there was a good God or 
not.

“  Ah,”  said one, who joined in the conversation.
“  all these disasters were brought about by the wicked­
ness of the people. People had given up going to church 
and were seeking a life of pleasure, and forgetting all 
about God.”

“  What about the poor kiddies who are buried in the 
ruins—what have they done to offend God ? ” asked the 
Freethinker.

“  God, in his wrath, sometimes destroys the children 
as a punishment for the sins of the parents.”

“  Oh, does he ? ”  exclaimed the Freethinker. “  Then 
all I can say is that he is very unjust, and not at all Hh® 
a good father who would certainly try and protect the 
young, who could not help themselves.”

But the Christian still persisted in saying that it was 
the wickedness of the people that had brought all the 
trouble upon us, and that what we wanted was more 
prayers.
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“  Don’t talk nonsense,”  said the Freethinker, “  there 
are plenty of prayers being offered up. They don’t stop 
the enemy from dropping bombs. What we want is more 
guns and a stronger barrage.”

“ Ah, I see you are one of those who are in favour of 
using force against force; but that will never do,”  said 
the Christian. “ We want some higher force. The 
Bible says the prayers of the righteous availeth much.” 

“  Yes—but,”  said the other, “  the Bible also says, 
* There are none righteous—no, not one.’ But let us 
cease this talk, they are bringing out some more dead. 
Let me quote Shakespeare : ‘ If you have tears, prepare 
to shed them now.’ ”  * A rthur r  Mqss<

The Storm Cloud’s Burden.
I .— C a t s .

A ca t  is a diminutive tiger conspicuous for its love of 
comfort, its dexterity in lapping milk, and its ability to 
see in the dark with its whiskers. It obtains access to 
the Englishman’s home because of a pleasing purr 
which, by some subtle alchemy, succeeds in creating 
around it an atmosphere of deep content. It enters the 
Englishwoman’s home because it is rough on mice, 
and, occasionally, as a substitute for a husband.

The cat population tends to rapidly increase beyond 
the means of subsistence, but here God proposes and 
man disposes. The murder of the cat’s young'is accord­
ing to a section of the unwritten law. We do not care 
for recent extensions of this law to human beings, but a 
moderately worded clause providing for the painless 
extermination of juries would meet with our approval.

The whereabouts of a cat is easily located in the day­
time (at night-time it is a matter of grave difficulty). 
Presuming that the larder door has been slammed, 
barred, and bolted, puss will be found in the position 
which would have been chosen as the most com­
fortable seat in the house. This, although not proving 
the animal to be of great intelligence, proves it to be, in 
some respects, of equal intelligence to man.

If, perchance, this position should be unoccupied, we 
are afraid it will be necessary to re-inspect the larder.

The young cat, or kitten, is a delightful object. The 
play of a kitten is an altogether joyous spectacle, albeit 
there is something in it of pathos to one who has seen 
a few decades roll away. The blot on the kitten’s 
escutcheon is the refinement of torture it displays 
towards the luckless mouse before consuming it. This 
trait, however, disappears with age and experience, the 
older cat considering the mouse as a meal, and, there­
fore, too solemn a thing to be trifled with. Similarly a 
Scotsman may be observed to drink his glass of 
whisky with avidity, fearing lest the whirligig of time 
should bring about its downfall. The progress towards 
a kindlier spirit is often in an inverse ratio in the 
human race, sixty years often finding a man bubbling 
over with bloodthirstiness. The symptoms first become 
apparent, though in a restrained form, about the age of 
forty-five.

Owing to a cat’s gentleness, affectionate disposition, 
and playful little ways, chivalry has fixed upon the 
term “ cat ”  as a generally appropriate term to apply to 
the fair sex.

Where food is concerned, the ability to make distinc­
tions between tneum and tuurn is not over-conspicuous in 
a cat. This peculiarity is not, however, confined to 
them. The National Anthem of Wales, in fact, is written 
round one Welshman—Taffy, to wit—who had quick and 
easy methods of dealing with a food shortage. Because 
of the patriotic entente, we hasten to remark that this

was a very long time ago, and that it was in Scotland 
where the blind beggar missed his decoy shilling.

Many mis-spent years in lodgings have convinced the 
writer that the cat, in these matters, often sins vica­
riously.

A cat has nine lives, and herein it possesses a great 
pull over man, as it need never think of turning over a 
new leaf and attending to its religious exercises until it 
has spent seven or eight of them. This is no small ad­
vantage. On the off-chance of influencing the character 
of our next re-incarnation, we here and now publicly 
plump for the career of a well-fed cat.

The love of a cat for its keepers has been described 
as cupboard love by those in whom any old kind of love 
would be a refreshing discovery. Yet, surely, there 
could be nothing more rational1 than cupboard love. *

Blow, blow, thou winter wind,
Thou art not so unkind 

As man’s ingratitude.
Puss can be relied on, at least, to love the hand that 
feeds her.

II.—A nd D o g s.
One need not say so much of dogs. They speak for 

themselves.
A dog is an animate object with a bark, a bite, and 

one or two tails. Those with two tails are quite un­
reasonably happy. A tail over two and a half inches in 
length on dogs of certain breeds is considered by con­
noisseurs to be a defect. Consequently, the excess is 
removed, the dog whose property it is not being con­
sulted. The only effective permanent method of removal 
is to have it bitten off. The gentleman told off for this 
duty it has been observed has rarely, if ever, had a clas­
sical education ; neither is he bound over to keep the 
peace.

In all impartial investigations conducted by man, 
he is found to be a much superior creature to a dog. 
The foregoing paragraph lends point to this finding.

We only know a dog to be a dog by an act of faith. 
Artemus Ward once said he couldn’t define an elephant 
but he knew one when he saw one. This is a very 
clever remark, indeed, but it doesn’t apply to a dog, for 
the more dogs you see the less inclined you are to dog­
matize. You wouldn’t mistake a Dandy Dinmont for a 
Newfoundland even on the darkest of War-time nights. 
Yet many estimable people are ready to swear that they 
are both dogs, so we leave it there.

When they had fashioned a few dogs up aloft in the 
canine department the artificers were so pleased with 
their work that they decided not to add further ingre­
dients, but to leave well alone. That’s how a dog comes 
not to have a soul.

We are inclined to agree with this judgment, for a dog 
is a highly creditable piece of work, and, obviously, not 
the work of a first-year man. We make an exception, 
of course, of the Daschund, which is a low-down crawl­
ing beast—for the duration of the War.

Similar caution, unfortunately, was not observed in 
the Adam and Eve department. There the soul was 
introduced, probably as a make-weight for the lack of a 
tail. This led to original sin, saints and sinners, the 
Prince of Peace, the Crusades, the Inquisition, and the 
rarity of Christian charity under the sun. It also led to 
a most infernal row in the celestial pattern shops, since 
which time there has been no fuither experimentation.

Defining a dog is child’s play compared to defining a 
soul. For this task many years of theological training 
are necessary, and, even then, the definition must be 
launched in an atmosphere of reverential calm for it to 
have even an equivocal success. But we do know that, 
because of it, a man doesn’t die like a dog. No matter

1 We have written it, so let it stand.
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how snivelling a lout he may be, when he’s dead he is as 
objectionably alive as ever, and he goes either to heaven 
to be, for all eternity, a nuisance to the less unworthy of 
those who have backed the winning formulae, or to 
hell, where he’ll be a damned nuisance for a like period.

What happens to men, women, children, and kind 
words doesn’t happen to a dog. A dog just dies. No 
canine celestial celebrations, no dead dog’s Derby days, 
no post-mortem prowls for puppies. Let him wag his 
tail, then, while he may, for when he’s dead he’s done 
for.

But dogs can be faithful unto death; they can love 
with a love that wavers not; they can grieve with a 
grief that kills.

So what matters ? m r.T rr

A Winter’s Day.
In the gloomy month of November when the people of Eng­

land hang and drown themselves.—From the French.
T he poet asks, When Winter’s here can Spring be far 
behind ? And one reflects that the “ great W ar” is three 
years and some months nearer an end than it was in the 
beginning. That is some comfort. To be quite exact, 
it was Thursday—a notable day with Freethinkers; for 
on that day the up-to-date one arrives, and when it does 
not, said Sceptics swear softly, and console themselves 
with a “ back number,”  and find there, perhaps, much 
they had missed, and would not have missed for money. 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, these, since our unhappy 
school days, were somewhat forbidding days, and simply 
appalled. Thursday was brighter, Friday lighter, Satur­
day was jour de fete! Sunday was somewhat irksome to 
the juvenile; but to the emancipated adult, or even to 
the patriarchal sceptic, it is a Pagan day of joy.

We awoke in the morning in those distant years and 
wondered what day was i t ; and the warm or cold tints 
of the “ spectrum lines,”  cast on the white bedroom walls 
by the rising sun in at the window, were prophetic of 
the weather. It was Saturday, with its free and errant 
happiness; or merely the beginning of the week, and we 
trudged to the house of correction, but even this penance 
redeemed by azure pools in the roadway, in seeming 
deeps profound, but clear and fresh as the childish mind 
itself, reflecting the rolling skies. It was “  Alice in 
Wonderland,” and “  Through the Looking Glass,”  as 
we learned later from that creator of realest fairylands, 
Lewis Carrol.

But to return to our Thursday and our November 
day. There is a conical islet in our misty Firth known 
as Holy Isle. It is clothed these days in glooms opaque; 
or only partly dwelling in the cloud—cloud, edged with 
the serene silv’ry splendour of filtered light from the 
lower horizon. Close at hand are the vandyke woods 
and rusty vegetation of November—landscape of sombre 
sere. Suddenly the sun illumines the scene, turning the 
bronze to gold, in the glow, as it might seem, of some 
Vulcan’s milder, deeper, softer fire; field and wood are 
for the moment steeped in a rich glory the Summer never 
knew. Life itself is made up of mere contrast, light and 
shade ; nor is this mere analogy — man is compounded of 
the elements, just as are the clouds and skies—he is gay 
and gloomy, good and bad; remove one quality and he 
is something else. No one, says the Hebrew Bible, has 
seen God at any time. In like manner, it may be said, 
no one has ever seen himself. Perhaps no one could 
endure himself if he had. Illusion there must be; 
natural illusion —distinct from delusion—and in our own 
minds we rear an artificial metaphysical environment in 
which, complacently contented, but much beguiled, we 
Jive and move and have our being.

And now it is the evening, and all is still as we peruse 
the dying glories of the short November day. The great 
furnace of the sun would seem to be extinguished every 
night. Its calm, mellow radiance steeps in amber-yellow 
light the quiet interstices of the clouds, and turning the 
cloud itself to glowing embers and the ruddy hue of 
consuming charcoal. Slowly and softly, noiselessly, the 
shadows fall. It is peace. And yet we are at war. I 
never could understand this lust of empire. I have all 
the empire I desire. I have just suggested it. N o; I 
would rather be the fuddled farmer of whom Burns 
wrote :—

Kings may be blest, bflt Tam was glorious,
O'er a’ the ills o’ life victorious !

and go down to the tongueless silence of the dreamless 
dust, than to be one of those iron advocates of force and 
murder variously known in the various countries they 
represent and curse alike. A clear, pearly glow lights 
all the encircling horizon beneath the grey and dun of 
the beautiful, brooding, beneficent night.

And out of the misty seas and cloudy twilight, dim 
shapes appear, the shoulders of huger hills, massive but 
mild, gigantic yet gentle, shrouded, softened, sublimed, 
faded at length in the folds of night’s descending pall. 
Perhaps out there, in intervals in the rolling mists, the 
fitful hermit moon looks down and gleams on rock and 
scaur, on peak and dark ravine, lighting the solemn, 
solitary wild, refulgent, recluse, immune; and the sea 
surrounds it sobbingly and goeth forth, “  dread, fathom­
less, alone. A ndrew  M il l a r :

A Sounding-Board for Prejudice.

T h is  suggestive—and comparatively mild—description 
of our daily British Press has been borrowed from a para­
graph in “ Acid Drops” (November 25) referring to Dr. 
Lyttleton’s expressions about newspapers. Anybody who 
has seen anything of the inner workings of newspaper 
offices knows quite well that newspapers are primarily 
commercial undertakings. But one effect of the War 
has been to make it more difficult for newspaper pro­
prietors to ascertain what current public opinion on many 
questions is. Circulation is being kept up because all 
classes want to have the latest news about the progress 
of the W ar; but some editors would find their cynicism 
tinged with surprise if they saw the sneers of many 
thinking members of the public when they glance at the 
trashy pabulum often offered for public consumption. 
There was never war bread like i t !

“  Give us this day our daily thrill ” used to be the 
peace-time prayer of the editor of the orthodox daily 
paper. The universal sensation of the War has 
aewildered the editorial brain, and the Government has 
“ controlled” the editorial right hand—which, inci­
dentally, has not yet quite lost its cunning. If it 
cannot do anything else, it can boom the “ .National ” 
Mission of Repentance and H ope or the“ National” Day 
of Prayer, and so try again to test the condition of the 
public mind; and—well, if the “ National”  Mission 
results have neither materialized nor spiritualized —and 
if the “ National”  Day of Prayer does not come up to 
the most sanguine expectations—we make no rash pre­
diction one way or another—can the poor editor be 
flamed after he has done his best ? Now, can he ?

Some of the leading dailies have, unfortunately, afforded
evidence to justify the description of the daily press which 
:'orms the title of this article. In these columns, more 
than once, have appeared reasonable, temperately worded 
etters containing unfashionable opinions which, though 

supported by arguments of general interest, had been
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refused the hospitality of the columns of leading daily 
newspapers. And as the big cock crows, the little one 
learns; so, with one or two praiseworthy exceptions, we 
find the provincial press following in the wake of the big 
organs, and cutting out with valiant censoriousness any 
contributions which would be likely to offend the sus­
ceptibilities of -the old ladies—male and female—who 
form the most important part of their clientele.

But we have another—and, we fear, a graver—criticism 
to offer about the daily press. It has of late been placing 
itself in a sinister light by its lack of taste in recording 
news about individuals. One may take leave to say that 
every decent person’s susceptibilities were shocked 
by the gross and inconsiderate way in which the 
proceedings at the inquest on the late Mr. Fred 
Billington were reported. We refrain from repeating the 
details. Many who had no personal acquaintance with 
the gifted actor, but who had frequently seen him per­
form, and in a sense felt he was their friend, could not 
finish the paragraph without a sense of outrage. Such 
an unbecoming business accentuates the prejudice of 
which the daily press is the sounding-board. Independ­
ence of opinion on unpopular topics they boycott; but 
they are quick enough to flourish any personal matter 
about an actor^-however offensive it may be to the man’s 
friends. This is not the liberty; it is the licence of the 
Press. The Press is not free; it is the slave of convention.

I g n o tu s.

Correspondence.

T H E  S T R U G G L E  FO R E X IS T E N C E .
TO THE EDITOR OF THE “  FREETHINKER."

S ir .— Your correspondent, “  Young Colquhoun,”  tries to 
discredit my claims for a Voluntary Co-operative Common­
wealth on the ground that population tends to outrun sub­
sistence, so that there must always be a struggle for existence, 
in which the weakest go to the wall. This is the exploded 
theory of Dr. Malthus, who was a Church of England parson, 
and propounded his plausible theory over one hundred years 
ago to ease the consciences of himself and his wealthy pat­
rons. It is not a question of tendency, but a question of fact. 
Never mind what the tendency may be, but is it a fact that 
the world is now overcrowded ? Is it true at this present 
time that every available acre of land, and every machine, 
and every man, woman, and child are utilized to their utmost 
capacity in the production of wealth, and yet found to be 
insufficient to maintain the population ? So far is this from 
being true that there are millions of acres of land in the 
British Islands lying absolutely uncultivated, and that plenty 
° f  food for double our present population could be raised 
without the least difficulty.

The late Professor Huxley was a clever comparative anat­
omist, but showed himself to be quite ignorant of economic 
science when he tried to prove in a leading magazine, some 
thirty years ago, that capital employs labour. The idea of a 
spade employing a man might have occurred to him as being 
too ludicrous for sober assertion, yet he wasted much thought 
>n his ill-fated attempt to prove it, and thereby lost all claim 
to be an authority in economic science.

If “  Young Colquhoun ”  will study Mr. Arthur Kitson’s 
valuable works on finance, he will find out all about the War 
Debt, and how easily it could have been avoided.

G. O. W arren , Major (retired).

GOD AND T H E  WAR.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE “  FREETHINKER.”

S ir,—Please allow me to thank your correspondent, Mr. 
E. Egerton Stafford, for his letter with reference to mine, 
°n the above subject. I fear I did not make my meaning 
sufficiently clear. As a firm believer in evolution and the 
Darwinian theory, I hold that some force, which, possibly, I 
efroneously called a law, compels us periodically to fight for

our very existence, because we constantly tend to increase 
beyond the means of subsistence. Man being the most highly 
developed of all animals has attained largely the command 
over the rest of creation, and, consequently, his struggle with 
the lower animals is comparatively a minor matter. Pro­
bably the whole world is, at all times, populated up to the 
limit of subsistence.

Although we see little of the struggle amongst the lower 
animals, the struggle is, nevertheless, intense, and instantly 
that an animal falters on the way there are innumerable 
foes at hand to assist in administering the final coup.

Now what could look more peaceful than the picture 
which Nature presents to us on a fine spring or summer day? 
Yet all the time the struggle for existence is there.

On the other hand, what could be more unrestful than the 
appearance of any of our large and busy towns duriDg 
working hours— at least, to those of us who have eyes to 
see ? Avarice, toil, vice and misery meet us at every corner, 
and one wonders how such a mass of numbers manage to 
exist at all.

The cause of all this hopelessness is, of course, “  over­
population,”  but, as your correspondent sa y s : “  it is a 
well-known fact that we can check and modify the processes 
of nature.”  Man has now attained to “  reason,” but of which, 
alas, he has so far made but little use !

C. Ru sse ll  (Major).

Margarine.

T he parsons write stale sermons in their sleep,
And church bells ring on Sunday by the score ;

The bishops on their “  Holy Missions ”  creep, 
Mumbling the platitudes that we ignore.

Oh ! wondrous wheels of God’s divine machine ;
For though in pain, with contrite hearts we weep ; 

Our soldier’s tones must fight for margarine.

The Sunday-school may “  cleanse the infant soul,” 
And Christian ladies walk in fear of God ;

The chapel may become life’s highest goal,
And Baptist aisles the best that can be trod.

But though we stick to God like secotine,
And walk beneath the everlasting rod;

Our soldier’s wives must fight for margarine.

A rthur F. T horn.

The people have begun to suspect that one particular form 
of their past misgovernment has been that their masters have 
set them to do all the work, and have themselves taken all 
the wages. In a word, that what was called governing them, 
means only wearing fine clothes, and living on good fare at 
their expense. And I am sorry to say the people are quite 
right in this opinion also. If you inquire into the vital fact 
of the matter, this you will find to be the constant structure 
of European society for the thousand years of the feudal 
system ; it was divided into peasants who lived by working ; 
priests who lived by begging ; and knights who lived by pil- 
laging.—John Ruskin.

The great remedy for calumny, as for afflictions of the 
heart, is time. If people find fault with our principles or our 
conduct, good or bad, the best course is to pay no regard to 
them, and go on as before. After a short time the subject 
will become stale, and the slanderers will cease talking about 
it, in order to hunt the trail of some fresh scandal. And the 
more we show ourselves steadfast and consistent in pursuing 
our own course, regardless of all idle gossip, so much the 
sooner will that which was at first condemned as strange or 
unreasonable be seen in another light and acknowledged as 
rational and sensible. The world always comes round in the 
end to the views of those who firmly persist in following their 
own path, and ends finally by giving up its own opinions and 
adopting theirs. Whence it results, as is well known, that the 
weak live as the world wills, and the strong as they will them­
selves.—Leopardi.
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SUNDAY LEC TU R E NOTICES, Etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday 
and be marked "  Lecture Notice ”  if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
Outdoor.

H yde P a r k : 11.30, Messrs. Saphin and Shaller ; 3.15, Messrs. 
Swasey, Ratcliffe, Kells, and Dales.

COUNTRY.
I ndoor.

Goldthorpe B ranch N .S.S . (14 Beevor Street): 3, Discussion, 
“  Secularism.”

P r o p a g a n d i s t  l e a f l e t s . New issue, i.
Christianity a Stupendous Failure, J . T. Lloyd ; 2. Bible 

and Teetotalism, J .  M. Wheeler; 3. Principles of Secularism, 
C. Watts; 4. Where Are Your Hospitals? R. Ingersoll; 5. 
Because the Bible Tells Me So, W. P. Ball ; 6. Why Be Good ? 
G. W. Foote; 7. The Massacre of the Innocents (God and the 
Air-Raid). C. Cohen. The Parson's Creed. Often the means 
of arresting attention and making new members. Price gd. per 
hundred, post free is. Samples on receipt of stamped addressed 
envelope.—N. S. S. S ecretary, 62 Farringdon Street, E.C. 4.

TO the affectionate memory of Mrs. Alice Wilson 
Arbuckle Reid, formerly of Kirkliston, Linlithgow, N.B., 

and Wandsworth Common, London, S.W., wife of James Reid, of 
Kincraig, Cutcliffe Grove, Bedford, who died December 7, 1916, 
aged 64 years.—J ohn A. R eid .

To be distributed in Thousands.

GERMAN CRIME
AND

SECULAR EDUCATION.
A Telling Exposure of the Falsehood that German 
Crime in the War is due to the lack of religious 
instruction, and a consequence of a system of Secular 

Education.

Every Freethinker should assist in the distribution of 
this Tract.

Issued by the Secular Education League.

Price 2s. per hundred, postage 4d., from 
T he P io n eer  P r e s s , 61 Farringdon Street, E.C. 4.

Population Question and Birth-Control.

P o st  F r e e  T h r e e  H a l f p e n c e .

M A LT H U SIA N  L E A G U E ,
Q u e e n  A n n e ’s C h a m b er s , W e s t m in s t e r , S.W .

Where to Obtain the “Freethinker.”

The following is not a complete list of newsagents who supply 
the “  Freethinker," and we shall be obliged for other addresses 
for publication. The "Freethinker ”  may be obtained on order 
from any newsagent or railway bookstall,

London.
E .—E. T. Pendrill, 26 Bushfield Street, Bishopsgate, M. Papier, 

86 Commercial Street. B. Ruderman. 71 Hanbury Street, 
Spitalfields J . Knight & Co., 3 Ripple Road, Barking. Messrs. 
Duncumb & Sons, 287 High Street, Stratford.

E.C .—W. S Dexter, 6, Byward St. Rose & Co., 133 Clerkenwell 
Rd. Mr. Siveridge, 88 Fenchurch St. J. J. Jaques, 191 Old St. 

N.—C. Walker & Son, 84 Grove Rd., Holloway. Mr. Keogh, Seven 
Sisters Rd. (near Finsbury Park). Mr. West, New Rd., Lower 
Edmonton. T. Perry, 17 Fore St.. Edmonton. H. Hampton, 
80 Holloway Rd. E . S. Smith, 7 Turnpike Lane, Hornsey. 

N.W.—W. I. Tarbart, 316 Kentish Town Road. W. Lloyd, 3 
Falkland Road, Kentish Town.

S.E.—J. H. Killick, 1 Tyler Street, East Greenwich. Mr. Clayton, 
High Street, Woodside, South Norwood. W. T. Andrews, 35 
Meetinghouse Lane, Peckham. B. Dean, Southwark Bridge.

S.W.—R. Offer. 58 Kenyon Street, Fulham. A. Toleman, 54 
Battersea Rise. A. Green, 29 Felsham Road, Putney. F. Locke, 
500 Fulham Road. F. Lucas, 683 Fulham Road.

W.—Mr. Fox, 154 King St., Hammersmith. Mr. Harvey, 1 Beck- 
low Rd., Shepherds Bush. Mr. Baker, Nortfyield Avenue, West 
Ealing. Thomas Dunbar, 82, Seaford Rd., West Ealing.

W.C.—J. Bull, 24 Grays Inn Road.

Country.
Aberdeenshire.—J. Grieg, 16 Marischol Street, Peterhead.
Askam-in-Furness.—Mr. J. Gill, The Pharmacy, Duke St.
Barrow-in-Furness,—J. Jowett, 56 Forshaw Street. E. L. Jowett, 

84 Dalton Road.
Beccles.—C. Chase, Station Road.
Birkenhead.—Mr. Capper, Boundary Road, Port Sunlight.
Birmingham.—J. C. Aston, 39-40 Smallbrook St. A. G. Beacon & 

Co., 67 &68 Wocester St. F. Holder, 42 Hurst St. Mr. Benton, 
High St., Erdington. Mr. Kimber, Ash Rd. Post Office, Saltley. 
Messrs. Stanford & Mann, New St. Mrs. J. E. Burns, 478 
Bordesley Green.

Bolton.—E. Basnett, Church Street, Westhoughton. W. Atkinson, 
364 Blackburn Road.

Breconshire.—Mrs. Jenkins, Gartly House, Talgarth.
Carlisle.—Ashton Ridley, 16 and 18 Bridge St., Caldewgate.
Carshalton.—Mr. Simmons, 29 North Street.
Cheltenham.—S. Norris, \mbrose Street.
Coventry.—Miss Bowry, 6 Earlsdon St.
Cullompton.—A. W. Clitsome, The Square.
Derbyshire.—Mr. F'eatherstone, Chapel-en-le-Firth.
Dublin.—J. C. Kearney, 59 Upper Stephen St. and 52 South St. 

George’s St.
Dundee.—Mr. Cunningham, St. Andrew's Street. "T h e  Hub,” 

High Street. Mr. Lamb, 121 Overgate.
Exeter.—T. Fisher, 37 South St.
Falkirk.—James Wilson, 76 Graham’s Road.
Gateshead.—Henderson & Birkett, 4 & 5 Hills Street.
Glasgow.—David Baxter, 32 Brunswick St. Mr. Alexander, Stone- 

law Rd., Rutherglen. W. Lowe, 220 Argyle St. Mr. Cooper, 
53 Main St., Bridgeton. Mr. Shields, 1125 Pollokshaws Rd., 
Shawlands; 249 Newlands Rd., Cathcart; 359 Holmlea Rd., 
Cathcart; Tramway Kiosk, Battlefield; 1 Kennishead Rd., 
Thornliebank ; 1 1 1  Gloucester St , S. S. ; 139 West Nile St., 
City ; 197 George St , City. Mr. Hamilton, 90 Whitevale St.

Gravesend.—Mrs. Troke, 10 Passock Street. Mr. Love, Gassick 
Street. Mr. Gould, Milton Road. Mr. Troke, Clarence Place.

Hastings.—King Bros., 2 Queen’s Road.
Ipswich.—A. E. Hiskey, 1 Old Cattle Market. T. Shelbourne, St. 

Matthew Street. Mr. Fox, Fore Street. Mr. Fox, St. Helen's 
Street. Mr. Roberson, Back Hamlet. Mr. Joyce, Fore Street.

Jarrow.—L. Prescod, Railway Street.
Kent.—E. J. Voss, 148 Broadway, Bexley Heath.
Lancashire.—John Turner, Scourbottom, Waterford. W. Restall, 

Station Bridge, Urmston. J . T. Middlehurst, 43 Water Lane, 
Preston.

Leeds.—J. Bray, 95 Park Lane. J. Sutcliffe, West St. C. H. 
Johnson, Corn Exchange.

Liverpool.—S. Reeves, 316 Derby Rd., Bootle. Grant’s Bookstall, 
Lord St. Arcade.

Manchester.—Mrs. Tole, Whitelow Rd., Chorlton-cum-Hardy- 
John Woods, 2A Spring Gardens. Mrs Clark, 25 Leicester Rd., 
Hr. Broughton, Salford. Wm Cox, Broad St., Pendleton, Sal­
ford. W. Winckle, Bury New Rd. Post Office, Prestwich. ]■  
Wheeler, 206 Stockport Rd., Chorlton-on-Mcdlock.

Monmouth.—Mr. Davies, Pontnewynidd. Wm. Morris, Windsor 
Rd., Griffithatoon.

Neath.—W. G. Maybury, 57 Windsor Road.
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Messrs. Wilson, Raby St., Byker ; Shields 

Rd , Byker. Mackay's, 30 Newgate St., Newcastle. Birkett, 
Hill St., Gateshead.

Northampton.—Mr. Bates, Bridge St. A. Bryan, Barracks Rd.
Norwich.—Harold Palmer, 82 St. Giles’ St.
Notts.—Mr. C. Talland, Budlenutt Gate. Mr. Redfern, Ilkeston 

Rd., Radford.
Radcliff.—J. Booth, 297 Bolton Rd.
Southend-on-Sea.—Harold Elliott, 1 Belle Vue Terrace.
Stockton-on-Tees.—Mr. Elgie, Bowesfield Lane.
Swansea.—The Bomb Shop, 60 Alexandra Rd.
Teddington.—H. II. Holwill, 105 High Street.
Torquay.—L. Priston, 103 Union St. A. Priston, 47 Market St- 

A. Peters, Old Mill Rd., Chelston. Mr. Ronayne, Walnut 
H. Peters, 193 Union St. W. J. Peters, 37 Union St.
Hunt, Lucius St.

Yarmouth.—C. H. Knights, 87 & 88 Northgate Street. H. Bird' 
19 Howard Street South. J. M. Headley, North Howard Street'
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Pamphlets.

B y G. W. F oote.
ROME OR A TH EISM  ? Price 2d., postage £d.
B IB L E  AND B E E R . Price id,, postage £d.
MY RESU R R EC TIO N . Price id., postage Id .
TH E A T H E IST  SH O EM A KER. Price id., postage $d. 
C H R IST IA N IT Y  AND PRO G RESS. Price 2d., postage ¿d. 
T H E  NEW  CAGLIO STRO . Price id., postage id .

B y C hapman C ohen.

D EITY AND D ESIG N . Price id., postage id .
WAR AND C IV ILIZA T IO N . Price id., postage jd.
RELIG IO N  AND T H E  CH ILD . Price id., postage id.
C H R IST IA N IT Y  AND SO CIA L E T H IC S. Price id., 

postage i d . ________

B y J .  T . L loyd .

P R A Y E R : IT S  O RIG IN , H ISTO RY, AND F U T IL IT Y . 
Price 2d., postage id .________

B y W a l t e r  Mann. '

PAGAN AND C H R IST IA N  M O RALITY. Price 2d., 
postage id .

TH E R E LIG IO N  OF FAM OUS MEN. Price id., post­
age id .

n a t i o n a l  s e c u l a r  s o c i e t y .
V

President:

CHAPMAN COHEN.
Secretary:

Miss E . M. V a n ce , 62 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.

Principles and Objects.
Secularism teaches that conduct should be based on reason 

and knowledge. It knows nothing of divine guidance or 
interference; it excludes supernatural hopes and fears; it 
regards happiness as man’s proper aim, and utility as his 
moral guide.

Secularism affirms that Progress is only possible through 
Liberty, which is at once a right and a duty ; and therefore 
seeks to remove every barrier to the fullest equal freedom of 
thought, action, and speech.

Secularism declares that theology is condemned by reason 
as superstitious, and by experience as mischievous, and 
assails it as the historic enemy of Progress.

Secularism accordingly seeks to dispel superstition; to 
spread education ; to disestablish religion ; to rationalize 
morality ; to promote peace ; to dignify labour ; to extend 
material well-being ; and to realize the self-government of 
the people.

Membership.
Any person is eligible as a member on signing the 

following declaration :—

I desire to join the National Secular Society, and I 
pledge myself, if admitted as a member, to co-operate in 
promoting its objects.

Name.........................................................................................

Address.....................................................................................

Occupation ............................................................................

Dated this............day of...................................... 19 .............

This declaration should be transmitted to the Secretary 
'V1th a subscription.

P.S.— Beyond a minimum of Two Shillings per year, every 
member is left to fix his own subscription according to his 
means and interest in the cause.

B y M im n erm u s.
F R E E T H O U G H T  AND L IT E R A T U R E . Price id., post­

age £d. ________

B y C o lo n el In g e r so l l .
M IST A K ES OF M OSES. Price id., postage |d. 
WOODEN GOD. Price id., postage |d.
T H E  C H R ISTIA N  R E LIG IO N . Price id., postage £d. 
DO I B L A SP H E M E ? Price id., postage £d. 
H O U SEH O LD OF F A IT H . Price id., postage id .
IS  SU IC ID E  A SIN  ? AND LA ST  W ORDS ON 

SU IC ID E . Price id., postage id .
T H E  GODS. Price 2d., postage id.
L IV E  TO PICS. Price id., postage id .
ABRAHAM  LIN CO LN . Price id., postage id .
L IM IT S  OF TO LERA TIO N . Price id., postage id . 
ROME OR REASO N. Price id., postage id .
C R E E D S AND SP IR IT U A L IT Y . Price id., postage id

B y J .  B entham .
U T ILIT A R IA N ISM  Price id., postage id .

About Id. in the Is. should be added on all Foreign and 
Colonial Orders.

T h e  P io n eer  P r e s s , 61 Farringdon Street, E.C. 4.

Immediate Practical Objects.
The Legitimation of Bequests to Secular or the Free- 

thought Societies, for the maintenance and propagation of 
heterodox opinions on matters of religion, on the same 
conditions as apply to Christian or Theistic churches or 
organizations.

The Abolition of the Blasphemy Laws, in order that 
Religion may be canvassed as freely as other subjects, 
without fear of fine or imprisonment.

The Disestablishment and Disendowment of the State 
Churches in England, Scotland and Wales.

The Abolition of all Religious Teaching and Bible Reading 
in Schools or other educational establishments supported by 
the State.

The Opening of all endowed educational institutions to the 
children and youth of all classes alike.

The Abrogation of all laws interfering with the free use of 
Sunday for the purpose of culture and recreation ; and the 
Sunday opening of State and Municipal Museums, Libraries, 
and Art Galleries.

A Reform of the Marriage Laws, especially to secure 
equal justice for husband and wife, and a reasonable liberty 
and facility of divorce.

The Equalization cf the legal status of men and women, 
so that all rights may be independent of sexual distinctions.

The Protection of children from all forms of violence, and 
from the greed of those who would make a profit out of 
their premature labour.

The Abolition of all hereditary distinctions and privileges 
fostering a spirit antagonistic to justice and human brother­
hood.

The Improvement, by all just and wise means, of the con­
ditions of daily life for the masses of the people, especially 
in towns and cities, where insanitary and incommodious 
dwellings, and the want of open spaces, cause physical 
weakness and disease, and the deterioration of family life.

The Promotion of the right and duty of Labour to organize 
itself for its moral and economical advancement, and of its 
claim to legal protection in such combinations.

The Substitution of the idea of Reform for that of Punish­
ment in the treatment of criminals, so that gaols may no 
longer be places of brutalization, or even of mere detention, 
but places of physical, intellectual, and moral elevation for 
those who are afflicted with anti-social tendencies.

An Extension of the moral law to animals, so as to secure 
them humane treatment and legal protection against cruelty.

The Promotion of Peace between nations, and the substi- 
tution of Arbitration for W ar in the settlement of international 
disputes.
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Never Before Published,

THE MOTHER OF GOD.
B Y  (T H E L A T E )

G. W. FOOTE.

With Preface by CHAPMAN COHEN.

Should be read by every Freethinker.

PRICE TWOPENCE
(Postage *d).
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F o r  a F r e e th in lie r ’a B ooK sH elf.

T H E  PO SIT IV E  EVO LU TIO N  O F R E LIG IO N . 
Its Moral and Social Reaction.

B i  F r e d e r ic  H arriso n , D.C.L.
A Criticism of Supernaturalistic Religion from the stand­

point of Positivism.
Published 8s. 6d. net. Price 2s. 6d., postage sd.

HISTORY OF SACERD O TAL CELIBACY.
By H. C. L ea.

In two handsome volumes, large 8vo., published at 21s. net. 
Price 7s., postage 7d.

This is the Third and Revised Edition, 1907, of the 
Standard and Authoritative Work on Sacerdotal Celibacy. 
Since its issue in 1867 it has held the first place in the 
literature of the subject, nor is it likely to lose that 

position.

T H E  N O N -RELIGIO N  O F T H E  F U T U R E . 
B y M ar ie  J ean G uyau.

Published 17s. net. Price 4s., postage 6d.

DARW INISM  TO-DAY.
B y P ro fesso r  V. L. K ell o g g .

A Discussion of the present standing of Darwinism in the 
light of later and alternative theories of the Development 

of Species.
Published 7s. 6d. net. Price 3s., postage sd.

S T U D IE S  IN ROMAN HISTO RY.
B y Dr. E . G. H ardy.

Vol. I.—Christianity and the Roman Government. 
Vol. II.—The Armies and the Empire.

Published 12s. net. Price 3s. gd., postage 6d.

T H E  EN G LISH  W OM AN: ST U D IE S IN HER  
PSYCHIC EVOLUTION.

B y D. S taars.
Published gs. net. Price 2s. 6d., postage sd.

An Evolutionary and Historic Essay on Woman. With 
Biographical Sketches of Harriet Martineau, George 

Eliot, and others.

B y th e  H on. A. S. G. Canning. 
IN TO LER AN CE AMONG CH RISTIANS. 

Published 5s. Price is. 6d., postage ^d.

RELIG IO U S S T R IF E  IN BRITISH  HISTORY. 
Published 5s. Price is. 6d., postage sd.

T H E  PO LITICAL PROGRESS OF CH RISTIAN ITY  
Published 5s Price is. 6d., postage 4d.

The Three Volumes post free for Ss.

C H A R LE S BRADLAUGH.
A Record of His Life and Work.

B y Hypatia B radlaugii B onner. 
Containing an Account of his Parliamentary Struggle, 

Politics, and Teachings.

B y J ohn M. Robertson, M.P.
With Portraits and Appendices.

Price 2S. 6d., postage sd.
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