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Views and Opinions.

1 M. Clodd and Atheists.

Some Christian apologists have a convenient way of
dealing with Atheists. First of all they prove they are
a bad lot, and then, if that fails in its purpose, they
declare that Atheism is a myth, and Atheists are non-
existent. One is used to this mixture of stupidity and
~pertinence from Christians—the poor devils must do
the best they can with a bad case—but one hardly
expects Freethinkers to condescend to the use of
Weapons borrowed from the Christian armoury. We
are consequently surprised to find Mr. Edward Clodd
'nforming readers of the Literary Guide that, while he
does know Agnostics, “ | don't know any Atheists; 1
thought that that type was extinct.” Of course, if Mr.
Clodd says he doesn't know any Atheists, one must
take his word for it; but one cannot help wondering
what kind of world it is in which he has been dwelling.
Ilor even as Chairman of the Rationalist Press Associa-
t*on, he must have come into contact with some of the
leading associates of that body who are Atheists. If he
did not meet them, it is surprising to find that he does
n°t know what their opinions are. And, if | may be
Pardoned mentioning it, there is the Freethinker. Its late
editor was an Atheist, as was Charles Bradlaugh, as is
Ike present writer. And really we could, were it neces-
Sary, fill a large hall with metropolitan Atheists who
Would be very much alive. All of which goes to prove
*kat a man may be very much at home when writing
about primitive folk, and very much at sea when he is
dealing with the living people around him.

-ki'e Atheists Extinct P
Now, it would be absurd on our part to object to Mr.
°dd calling himself an Agnostic if he prefers that
Nebulous term.  All we object to is his declaring extinct
ose who disagree with him. No one likes to be killed in
Is summary fashion, banished existence without rhyme
Or reason; and, worst of all, remaining conscious of
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one’s non-existence. To be dead on the word of Mr.
Clodd, and yet feel alive on the irrefutable testimony of
one’s own consciousness ! That is the consideration that
gives us pause, and makes us wonder whether it is we
who are dreaming or Mr. Clodd who is wholly at sea
about what he writes ? And we are really curious to
know in what way Mr. Clodd differentiates the Agnostics
he knows—and is even proud of knowing—from the
Atheists he does not know, and declares to be extinct.
We are, of course, paying no regard here to labels, but
attending only to opinions. What is it that differen-
tiates a logical Agnosticism from Atheism as stated by
all who may profess to some authority in stating it ?
We will not quote here Holyoake, or Bradlaugh, or
Foote; they are dead, but we hope not, in the higher
sense, extinct. We will not cite many who are living,
because Mr. Clodd may reply he knows them not. We
simply take the following —

The best argument for the use of the name Agnostic
is simply that the word Atheist has been so long covered
with all manner of ignorant calumny that it is expedient
to use a new term which, though in some respects faulty,
has a fair start, and will in time have a recognized
meaning. The case, so stated, is reasonable; but there
is the per contra that, whatever the motive with which
the name is used, it is now tacked to half a dozen con-
flicting forms of doctrine, varying loosely between
Theism and Pantheism. The name of Atheist escapes
that drawback. Its unpopularity has saved it from half-
hearted and half-minded patronage.

We select that expression of opinion because it belongs
to Mr. J. M. Robertson, an associate of the body of
which Mr. Clodd was the chairman. And no one will
be more surprised than Mr. Robertson to learn that he
is extinct. * k4

The Use of Compromise.

For our part we have no hesitation in saying that Mr.
Robertson is absolutely in the right. There may be
many excuses for using “ Agnostic ” rather than
“ Atheist  but there is only one argument, and that is
a poor one. This is, that “ Atheist ” is misunderstood ;
to which the Atheist might retort that, by itself, “ Ag-
nostic” cannot be understood at all. It may mean
philosophic Agnosticism, i.e., a statement of ignorance
concerning what lies beyond our cognizance; and that
does not really concern “ God ” at all. Or it may mean
want of belief in God; and in that case it is Atheism
under another name, and Mr. Clodd is himself a living
specimen of what he declares to be an extinct type. You
have, thus, to add an explanation of a term which is
selected as in itselfexplanatory, while rejecting one which
is clean cut and self-explanatory—save to such as are
interested in misrepresenting it. For as a Theist is one
with a “ Theos," or a belief in God, so an Atheist is one
without a “ Theos” or a belief in God. And when one
looks at the matter historically, one realizes that the
very currency of the word Agnostic is itself proof of the
prevalence of Atheism. Atheism has an historical con-
notation of evil due to the prevalence and the intolcr-
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ance of religious belief. And quite naturally in this
country, where moral courage in ponnecrion with intel-
lectual affairs is so often lacking, it followed that gs
Atheisjn became the dominant pharacferistic of a growing
numbpr of minds, there should be an attempt jp find a
naiqge of g more “ respectable” kind. This relieves people
from the pains of a strict conformity without exposing
them to the penalties of an uncompromising noncon-
formity. But thjs is, after all, a blessing in disguise. It
has,in Mr. Robertson’s words,saved it "from half-hearted
and half-minded patronage.” And we may direct Mr.
Clodd’s attention to the fact that, on the Continent, there
is not the same hesitation amongst public men in avowing
themselves Atheists. One can imagine the amusement
at an International Freethought Conference if one of the
speakers described Atheists as extinct.*

* * *

Can We Suspend Judgment P

An attempt is often made to justify the use of “ Ag-
nostic ” by representing it as connoting a suspension of
judgment as against the decisive rejection of Atheism.
But a suspension about what? We properly suspend
judgment when we understand the proposition before us,
and where the evidence on either side is indecisive. But
is that the case here ? Is Mr. Clodd in a state of mental
suspense concerning the “ gods ” of anthropology, that
series of magnified non-natural men about which he has
himself written ? Does he not know as well as anyone
that the god of modern religion is no more than a re-
finement of these savage gods, of whose non-existence
he has no doubt whatever ? And if we leave out
that class of gods, what other god have we ? “ God,”
by itself, means nothing ; and we cannot suspend judg-
ment on a proposition that is not understood. Or if
“ God” is used in the sense of “ supreme mind,” it is
surely the height of folly to call a thipg mind while
denying it all the qualities by which mind is known.
“ Mind,” that does not possess the peculiar qualities of the
only mind with which we are acquainted, is not mind at
all, but something quite different. Really, between the
statement that A does not exist, and the statement that
A does exist, but differs in every particular from all the
other A’s, there is no difference whatever. Statements
of this kind do not demand a suspensory state of mind,
they deserve and should receive a decisive negative.

* x4

Atheism the Logical Issue;

The only geuuine plea for Agnosticism is the one indi-
cated above. It has protected some from the bitterness
of the attack on Atheism, and, so far, it may be said, for
those who needed it, to have justified its existence. In
any other direction it is a decided failure. On the other
hand, it has given birth to a “ religious Agnosticism” and
a “ reverent Agnosticism,” both of which work hard to
prove that they are “ truly religious,” if only we properly
understand that very ambiguous word; and on the other
hand, it has provided splendid material for demolition by
keen philosophic minds of a religious type, to which attack
the only reply of the Agnostic is to use the arguments of
a just discarded Atheism. It is not, therefore, the case that
the Atheist is extinct. The number of avowed Atheists
has always been comparatively small, as was only natural
with a word which had to bear the full weight of religious
intolerance. But to-day they are more numerous than
ever before—more numerous in the sense of those who
openly avow their Atheism, and more numerous still in
the case of those who prefer to use another, if more mis-
leading, term to describe their position. If these will have
it so, they must ; but it is strange for a parent to be told
that his family is extinct when he sees around him so

numerous a progeny. Chapman Cohen.
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Tlie Bible and Foreign Missions.

Religion, in its igore primitive fqrm, may be defined as
a belief in a superpatural being or beings, op whom man
regarded himself as dependent for ajl he wqgs and had,
and to whpm he deemed himself responsible for all he
did, together with the feelings and practices to which
such a belief inevitably gave rjse. Originally, no doubt,
deities were simply superhuman powers, invisible and
impersonal, but conceived of as resembling man’s second-
self or spirit. Such powers, or beings, personal or im-
personal, it must be borne in mind, were never objects
of knowledge, the belief in them being the outcome of
ignorance and fear. As Professor Gilbert Murray well
says, religion owes its origin to a primitive “ Age of
Ignorance,” and one is tempted to regard “ Primal Stu-
pidity as the normal beginning of all religion, or almost
as the normal raw material out of which religion is
made (Four Stages of Greek Religion, p. 16). With this
“ normal beginning ” in mind, we are enabled to appre-
ciate the history of religion, its evolution from stage tp
stage until it attains to its highest forms in Buddhism,
Christianity, and Mohammedanism— from Polydaemon-
ism tp Christian Theism. Of the three universalistic reli-
gions, Buddhism, Christianity, apd Mohammedanism,
not one of them really answers to the name. Buddhism
has about five hundred millions of adherents ; Chris-
tianity, some three hundred and a half'millions; and
Mohammedanism, nearly two hundred and thirty mil-
lions. Buddhists, Christians, and Mohammedans number
approximately 1,048,000,000, whilst the population of
the world is estimated at 1,623,000,000.

It is but fair to mention that Bishop Boyd Carpenter,
in an article entitled “ The Christian Church,” in the
tenth edition of the Encyclopedia Britannica, supplies a
table according to which the number of Christians in
the year 1896 was 500,000,000, while in statistics found
in Whitaker's Almanac for 1916, Buddhists number only
138,031,000. In reality, it is wholly immaterial whether
Christians or Buddhists are the more numerous, the
most important point being that Christianity triumphed
over Paganism in the West by forcibly crushing ifi
while Buddhism won India by means of moral suasion.
The disciples of the Prince of Peace went everywhere
with the Bible in one hand and the sword in the other,
while the followers of the Buddha made converts by the
simple preaching of the Gospel of Truth and Love. And
this brings us to the most vital of all religious facts,
namely, that the value of a religion is determined not by
the number of its adherents, but by its effect upon char-
acter. Both Christians and Mohammedans have always
been lovers of war; they have both gained converts at
the point of the sword ; whereas Buddhism denounces
war in all its forms, forbids blood-sacrifice, abolishes
slavery, and founds hospitals for man and beast. And
yet Christianity pronounces Buddhism a false and dan-
gerous religion, and does its utmost to supplant it,
regarding itself as the only true and Divinely revealed
way of salvation for a lost and ruined world. It claims
to be the only universal or world-religion, and seeks tO
destroy all other cults in the name of God. The Bible
is the inspired and infallible Word of the Lord, in which
alone is the Divine Will concerning man fully anc*
finally revealed. It was in this belief that the British
and Foreign Bible Society was founded upwards of a
hundred years ago ; and all the great Missionary Societies
came into existence because of the conviction firmly
held that all non-Christians are under God’s wrath an”™
go to hell when they die. The Bible is God’s love-gifftO
a perishing race, the sole true Gospel which is the power
of God unto salvation to all who hear and believe it.
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Such was the creed of our forefathers a hundred
years ago, who did all within their power to make it
known to the Heathen World. To-day, however, that
theology is held by comparatively very few, with the
result that Foreign Missions are no longer looked upon
m the light in which they were initiated. To the
Christian Commorwealth for August 29, the Rev. W.
Garrett Horder, of Ealing, contributes a leading article,
entitled “ The One Standard for Missions,” in which he
declares that the whole Bible should not be given to the
Heathen. The OIld Testament, for example, should “ be
treated as oqly the early morning, and not the hroonday,
°f the Divine revealings to men.” Missionaries ought
to realize that the Old Testament is so defective a book
that it is not “ their duty to translate and present it
alongside of the New Testament to those they seek to
convert to the Christian faith.”

It is therefore to the last degree important that Chris-
tianity should be presented to Heathendom only through
its own distinctive message without the shadow cast over
its Gospel of grace by some parts of the former Scrip-
tures. Is it not time, therefore, boldly to face the situa-
tion and resolve to send to non-Christian peoples the
New Testament, or that Testament with only those parts
of the Old Testament which are fully in accord with it,
such as selected parts of the Psalter from which all im-
precatory notes have been excluded, and those passages
of the Prophets which run along the line of and are filled
with the Gospel spirit?....... For examplc.it cannot be
good for the adherents of other faiths to have presented
to them the war-like stories contained in the Books of
Kings and Chronicles, which even in Christendom have
done much to justify and excite warlike doings. Such
stories cannot be brought into harmony with the
essential teaching of Jesus Christ.

Hr. Horder is perfectly right and fully justified in calling
attention to the impropriety of treating the whole Bible

Divinely inspired and infallible. He assures us that
lhere is no “ need to present as infallibly true and
therefore to be accepted the Cosmogony presented in the
Hook of Genesis.” As a matter of fact the Mosaic
Cosmogony has been scientifically proved to be utterly
Hlse; and Canon Driver did not hesitate to admit that
the first ten chapters in the Book of Genesis are unhis-
torical. Mr. Horder proceeds thus:—

Beyond this there is surely much in the account of
the sacrificial worship, described in the Old Testament,
which must be repellent, say, to the Buddhist, who
recoils from the slaughter of any form of animal life. To
him the sacrifice of bulls and goats must seem quite
shocking. And since such sacrifice of animal life forms
no part of the Christian faith, it is quite needless to
bring it before him in a book which is not one of the
Christian Scriptures.

Hr. llordcr forgets, however, that the sacrificial worship
described in the Old Testament is represented as being,
notonly in complete harmony with the Divine Will, but
Ordained and enjoined by Jehovah. The reverend
gentleman does not condemn the Jewish sacrificial
system as absolutely futile as well as horribly cruel, but
Merely points out that to a Buddhist it would seem quite
shocking. But is it not, and should it not seem quite so
to all alike ? Mr. Horder says that “ such sacrifice of
animal life forms no part of the Christian faith  but is
il0 not aware that the Christian faith is utterly discredited
In the eyes of thoughtful people by its account of the
j"orc than shocking sacrifice of the innocent Son of God ?
Jhe Jews offered not only peace-offerings, but holocausts,
Utfo God to get rid of their sins, and that practice was
discontinued only because the sinless God-man was
1 brnolated on Heaven’s altar in order that he might
bncome tile propitiation for the sins of the whole world,
~'thout which reconciliation with the angry Sovereign

the Universe would have been eternally impossible. 1numbers.
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In this sacrifice Mr. Horder sees nothing shocking or
immoral. The Gospel message which he wants Heathen-
dgm to hear and believe is that God accepted the sacri-
ficial offering on Calvary as the external ground on which
he could receive into his favour and fully pardon the
rebels of the fall. Why, the New Testament is an infi-
nitely more dangerous document than the Old, and should
never be sent to Heathen lands. Dr. T. R. Glover
recently said with pride that Christianity is not good
conduct, nor escape from hell, but “ Jesus Christ, and
Jesus Christ nailed to the cross.” “ The cross of Christ,”
he added, “ is the great central fact of our religion. To
Paul it was the centre of all his preaching, as well as of
his philosophy and theology, and personal religion.”
That is entirely true. In Christianity there are but two
plain facts, namely, the historical Jesus, and the historical
Cross ; and without the latter the former is of no signi-
ficance. Christians are dependent upon no vague,
nebulous, ethical pripciple, but upon a slain, buried, and
risen Saviour-God. Qur loving Heavenly Father could
not have accepted and forgiven one of us had not his
only begotten and beloved Son offered himself a ransom
for us all. Such is Christianity, and to ask an honest
Buddhist to substitute it for his own religion is to inflict
upon him the worst possible insult.

There are true and beautiful passages in the Old
Testament in both poetry and prose; but its central
conception of Jehovah is cruel, and wicked, and degrad-
ing. In the New Testament there are extremely few
paragraphs which charm us, while the central story in
both Gospels and Epistles is fundamentally incredible,
being an outrage upon reason, an insufferable affront to
the moral sense, and an unpardonable offence against
God, if he exists.

The Bible, the whole Bible, must be put in the same
category as all other Sacred Books, and Christianity
must be looked upon as one of many similar religions, as
mythical in its nature, and as destined to pass away,
discredited, as the others. J’ _TILV' 'II_' .

. . oyd.

The Ineffable Mr. Wells.

It is not only our enemies, those desperate characters, it is
we ourselves who know not what we do; thence springs the
glimmering hope that perhaps we do better than we think.

—Robert Louis Stevenson.
Thou art a worthy man, notwithstanding that there be some
do call thee the Ratter.— The Chronicles of Artemas.

Clothed in motley, and banging a bladder, Mr. Il. G
Wells has for years frequented the camp of the Army of
Human Liberation. A licensed jester, his quips and
cranks often amused the soldiers of progress. Latterly,-
however, his jibes have taken a bitter tone, especially
since he has “ found God ” ; or, perhaps, “ God” has
found him. Maybe, they have found each other. And
the mutual recognition of two such distinguished per-
sonalities has been an event of newspaper importance.
For, like so many worthy folk in similar condition, Mr.
Wells has proceeded to make himself a public nuisance.
One of his pastimes, since his conversion, has been the
hurling of insults at his former associates; and, curiously,
his jibes have taken the familiar form of the stock argu-
ments of those polite patterers, the Christian Evidence
Society lecturers. Presumably, Mr. Wells’ conversion
has depressed his levity, for the process reminds us of
hoyr Edward Gibbon, the historian, learnt Greek “ at
the cost of many tears and not a little blood.”

As a popular novelist, Mr. Wells has a numerous
following, not so large as that of Miss Ethel Dell or
Mr. Charles Garvice, but still respectable in point of
Therefore it would be unwise to ignore him
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altogether. What needs comment is his rehashing of
the stale objections which have done so much service on
so many Christian pulpits and platforms, particularly
when he says, in God the Invisible King, that' “ without
God the service of man is no better than a hobby or
a sentimentalism or an hypocrisy in the undisciplined
prison of the mortal life.” Since this fatuous utterance,
Mr. Wells has gone out of his way to taunt Freethinkers
with their lack of philanthropic work, and with having
no charitable and educational institutions in connection
with their movement. He adds, further, that the “ pro-
fessed Atheists and Agnostics” he has known “have
been careful and comfortable people—and just a little
self-righteous.”

Such remarks show that Mr. Wells knows very little
of the movement with which he was for a few months
associated. Freethought is a poor, struggling cause, its
members are comparatively few and scattered; and it has
no wealthy endowments to lessen the current cost of a
national propaganda. Still, the Freethought Party does
manage to relieve its necessitous members and the
Freethinkers’ Benevolent Fund is well supported, and
is probably the only fund which is administered without
a single farthing of expense. Until a short time ago it
was not possible to bequeath money for Freethought
purposes with any real prospect of the trust being carried
into effect, as it was in the power of the next-of-kin to
invalidate the legacy on the ground that it was illegal.
The recent Bowman Case has altered this; but Free-
thought was robbed of thousands of pounds before this
memorable legal victory.

Let Mr. Wells ponder the case of Stephen Girard, the
famous American Freethinker. At his death, this large-
hearted man left large bequests to charities, the principal
being a munificent endowment of an orphanage. By
express provision in his will, no ecclesiastic, or minister
of religion, was to hold any connection with the college,
or even to be admitted as a visitor: but the staff of the
institution were required to instruct the pupils in secular
morality and leave them to adopt their own religious
opinions. This will has been most shamefully perverted,
for the officials are all Christians, and, in order to
keep within the letter of the law, only laymen are so
employed.

Does Mr. Wells know that Florence Nightingale,
“ the lady with the lamp,” who ministered to the poor
soldiers in the Crimea, was a heretic ? Has this one-time
Fabian and former Rationalist never heard of Walt
Whitman, who spent four years of his life in attending
the war-hospitals during the American Civil War, and
who wrecked his superb constitution by his untiring
devotion to his suffering fellows ? And what of Robert
Owen, who not only built the first infant schools, and
improved the dwellings of his workpeople, but sought to
construct the ideal society of the future ? Mr. Wells
ought to have heard of University College School, which
was founded by Freethinkers to further the principles of
Secular Education. Even the activities of the Humani-
tarian League, which has done such magnificent work
in so many humanistic directions for a quarter of a cen-
tury, should be sufficient to silence Mr. Wells in his
campaign of insult and calumny.

Other names leap to the memory. Thomas Paine
pleaded for the abolition of slavery ; advocated the free-
dom of the press, the extension of the suffrage to the
people, the provision of old-age pensions for the poor.
He besought the French Republic not to imitate the bad
example of Monarchy, and not to stain itself with blood.
Was it “ sentimentalism ” or “ hypocrisy ” that caused
Paine to nearly lose his own life by pleading for
humanity ? Shelley, the Atheist poet, was a thorough
humanitarian. To help the needjr and to relieve the
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sick seemed to him a simple duty, which he carried
out cheerfully. Pie inquired personally into the circum-
stances of his charities, visited the sick in their homes,
and kept a list of poor persons whom he assisted. At
Marlow he suffered from acute ophthalmia, contracted
whilst visiting the afflicted lace-makers in their cottages.
So practical was Shelley that he even went to the length
of attending a London hospital in order to acquire
medical knowledge that should prove of service to the
sick he visited. Is this a further example of Freethought
“ hypocrisy ?”

Mr. Wells is guilty of the worst form of cant. As a
Socialist, he ought to know that charity is very good
in its way, but what the world wants is justice. If the
world were run on fair and reasonable lines there would
be no occasion for philanthropy to exist. If, however,
belief in God is necessary to make a man a humani-
tarian, how comes it that the votes of the bishops in
the House of Lords is a shameful record ? Scores of
measures for the bettering of the conditions of the
working-classes have been opposed by these God-
believing ecclesiastics. Nothing but self - interest
excites their action. None even voted for the abolition
of the flogging of women in prison, or for the abolition
of the whip in the Army and Navy. Since Mr. Wells
himself has “ found God ” his manners pave worsened.
Perhaps he remembers the legal advice, “ no case,
abuse the plaintiff's attorney.” By attempting to
discredit Freethought, he shields, in a measure, his
newly-found “ god ” from the searchlights of rational
criticism.

Like Mr. Facing-both-ways, Mr. Wells has a taste
for taking things easily. He likes to patronize new
ideas without losing the advantages arising from
friendliness towards the old ones. He prefers to enter
the arena when the fighting is nearly over, and to share
in the victories that were won by better men than
himself. Kid-glove reformers, like Mr. Wells, have
never been wanting when all danger is over. Their
function is to rebuke and insult the pioneers, and to
enjoy the social, political, and financial profits of this
ingenious policy. It is said that Mr. Wells receives
handsome cheques from his publishers for his writings-
We do not grudge him his thirty pieces of silver, which
should be the rate for his attacks on his P'reethought
friends, many of whom have grown grey in the service

of humamtg- Mimnermus.

In the Clouds.

T he dreamer, the idealist, poet, reformer, etc., is often
accused of having his mental habitation in the clouds,
and the accusation is often quite justified. Such is one
extreme. There is the other, as Burns expressed it in
“ The Bard’s Epitaph ”
Reader attend, whether thy soul
Soars fancy's flights beyond the pole,
Or, darkling, grubs this earthly hole
In low pursuit;
Know, prudent cautious self control
Is wisdom's root.

Ruskin was an intensely practical man, but the artist
in him was for ever finding fresh beauties in the skies»
and he spoke reprovingly of the many who were so dull
and indifferent to the mutable majesty of that inverted
dome. Shade and shape and hue, the gleams of morning
and the glow of eve, the noon’s triumphal splendours,
were to him a perpetual delight; he speculated on the
“ Beyond,” but did not let it disturb the philosophica
tranquillity of his mind ; sufficient for him was the order
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and artistry of Nature’s magnificent and spacial interior.
Shelley did justice to the cloud, Byron to the moon,
Shakespeare to the stars. But what poet of any emi-
nence has not soared mentally in all the regions
of space, and returned to earth bringing with
him the music of the spheres. Lesser writers
have smaller horizons, but such, in their degree, at
times, may rest and luxuriate, and survey with quiet
pride their house beautiful. Others, again, are more
hard to please, and seek out inventions such as those of
whom a mordant rhymer said :—
We must please the pious crowd

With mansions in a cloud
And a kingdom in the far-off Milky Way.

The present writer awoke the other moment from a
deep dream of peace—a noonday snooze, in fact—and
behold ! the beauty of the clouds and azure made him
sigh with delight.

Wonderful, wonderful, and more wonderful!

There was a prowling wind, and the sound of an inter-
mittent pressure on the window-sash. It was what in
summer is called “ broken weather ”—local showers,
sunshine, and a soft, far-seen purity of atmosphere.
Great white cumulous clouds moved slowly apart on a
serene expanse of deepest blue, or came together, dif-
fused, and were leaden grey again even as one looked.
Elsewhere were lesser strips of azure and seeming
plateaus, sunlit, in the celestial Alps, and innumerable
azure lakes with light brown and golden shores, or
darkening and lightening in varied shades; and now
and then the white sunlight flashed, fanlike, as the great
panorama moved and changed. What regions conse-
crate, what undiscovered country, shadowland, fairyland,
never-never land, illusion land, and dreamland ; yet land
of rest and true and natural delight! One looks, and
looks again; fresh and sweet and eternally young, the
largesse of that gracious dome refreshes eye and heart
and mind ; one feels young, refreshed, renewed; one is
happy ; even external lines of care are smoothed away ;
one thinks of Wordsworth’s line :(—

And beauty born of murmuring sound
Shall pass into her face.

Some sea-washed rampart hills bound the western
view, a mere mass of granite and heather, with tall
central peaks piercing the cloud and perusing the azure
shies, a rough and rocky isle, yet clad in soft aerial-tinted
robe, reclining in slumberous adolescence, or chaste and
Wistful like awakening womanhood in a maiden’s eyes.
In the moist, clear twilight, also, new and nameless in-
vestitures are seen. In their dim chamber of the West
the hills seem sinking into rest, and white “ blanket”
clouds, with kindly stealth, have stolen from behind to
Wrap them for repose; or, pausing midway, permit the
v'ew of royalty while the light remains. Light detached
yapours here and there float and cling around the sleep-
'ng hills. But it requires an Anatole France to do
Justice to such a scene. For instance, in a Neapolitan
Passage in Sylvestre Bonnard, he says : “ A single lamp
burned in the niche of a Madonna. The purity and
transparency of the air gave a celestial softness and
dearness to the very darkness itself, and one could find
°»e’s way without difficulty under such a limpid night,”
~Uch | had been trying— vainly—to say; but there it is
In the easy touch of “ the master’s hand.”

There are “ white-caps” on the waves suggesting
tennyson’s Greek fire in his cosmic lines:—

The moanings of the homeless sea,
The sound of streams that swift or slow,

Draw down the hard Aonian hills,
And sow the dust of continents to be.

Gne by one the lights are extinguished round the
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couch of beauty in the West; shapes dissolve and
colours fade; but we can still, with Keats,—

...... Behold, upon the night’s starr’'d face,
Huge cloudy symbols of a high romance.

Anon to sleep till wakes the smiling morn of a world

diurnally renewed. A. Millar.

Science, Telepathy, and Com-
mnnion with the Dead.

VIII.
(Continued from p. 555.)

In 1837 the French Academy appointed a commission to
examine the marvels presented by blindfold subjects who had
been submitted to what was called animal magnetism. All
their pretensions were dissipated ; there was neither mag-
netism nor any power of second sight. This report was dis-
puted. Dr. Buden then offered a prize of 3,000 francs to any
person, somnambulist or otherwise, who could read without
the use of his eyes. Six candidates from different parts of
France presented themselves, for animal magnetism and
somnambulism were then epidemic. A new commission was
appointed; new failures occurred. Trials went on until
October, 1840, when at the close of a series of ignominious
failures, in which the tricks of each pretender in succession
were unmasked, the Academy decided that it would no longer
take notice of any communication relative to the imposture
and folly, miscalled animal magnetism and clairvoyance.
The same thing occurred with Sir James Simpson, who
twenty years afterwards, when similar pretences were rife in
the United Kingdom, and somnambulists and clairvoyants and
thought-readers were again taking the field, offered to present
a £50 note, which he had locked in a box and placed in a
bank, to anyone who could read the number as the note lay
in the box. It was never claimed. Mr. Labouchere’s similar
experiment with the so-called thought-reader Bishop is of quite
recent date, but was performed under much less rigid con-
ditions, and by a person whose pretensions, although they
excited a great deal of attention, were more than usually
absurd.—Dr.Ernest Hart,“ The New Witchcraft,"pp. 23-24,

Mrs. Henry Sidgwick, who has made a careful analysis
of Mrs. Piper’s trance phenomena, running to a volume
of 650 pages, comes to the conclusion that “ however
true it may be that there is really communication between
the living and the dead, the intelligence communicating
directly through Mrs. Piper’s organism is Mrs. Piper.” 1
And she cites the testimony of Professor William James,
who favoured the idea of the spirits communicating
through Mrs. Piper—*“ all being dream creations of Mrs.
Piper, probably having no existence except when she is
in a trance, but consolidated by repetition into per-
sonalities consistent enough to play their several roles’.’3

How, then, can we account for Mrs. Piper’s success
as a medium for so many years, and for the unbounded
confidence reposed in her by men like Sir Oliver Lodge ?
Upon what facts is this confidence based ?

As we have seen, Mrs. Piper has made no revelations
in science ; her efforts in astronomy were utterly childish
and puerile. Her attempts at prophecy have turned out
to be ridiculously wide of the mark. She has never
revealed a scrap of useful knowledge in all the years of
her mediumship.

Mr. Podmore, who made a long and exhaustive
examination of Mrs. Piper’s trance utterances, observes
that “ her real strength lies in describing the diseases,
personal idiosyncrasies, thoughts, feelings, and character
of the sitter and his friends; their loves, hates, quarrels,
sympathies, and mutual relationships in general; trivial
but insignificant incidents in their past histories, and
the like. Not only is information on such points as
these more difficult to acquire by normal means, but it

1Proceedings of the Society for Psychical Research, part Ixxi.,
vol. xxviii., p. 5.
3 Ibid, p. 5.
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is much more difficult tb retain in the memory.” 1 Well,
if we grant that though difficult, it was not impossible,
to acquire the informatibn sought in a natural way, and
credit Mrs. Piper with a very capable memory, there is
no need for any supernormal explanation, especially if
we consider Her method of imparting her tratice revela-
tions. For, as Podmore further points out:—

Her trance personality does not commonly deal in
precise and categorical statements of fact; names are
frequently uttered or written piecemeal and in tentative
form ; diseases are diagiiosed by sympitons often by no
means distinctive; persons are indicated by descriptions
of a dubious kind; incidents and relationships are
shadowed forth by obscure and inadequate hints. In a
word, the information given is very generally incomplete
or of uncertain meaning, and needs expert interpreta-
tion.2

Yes, and it is “ expert interpretation ” that cdn always
be relied upoh from the believers in Mrs. Piper.

Podmore, in stating his difference of opinion with
Professor Hyslop in regard to Mrs. Piper, concludes:
“ | cannot point to a single instance in which a precise
and tinamblgiious piece of information has been furnished
ol a kind which could not have proceeded from the
medium’s own mind, working upon the materials pro-
vided and the hints let drop by the sitter. | agree with
Professor Hyslop in rejecting telepathy as the explana-
tion of these latest revelations, not, however, as being
inadequate, but a”*being superfluous. | do not ask the
reader to accept my judgment on the case. The point
of the illustration is that a subject in which it is pos-
sible for two honest and fairly competent ihvestigators
from the same set of facts to deduce such divergent con-
clusions is clearly not yet sufficiently advanced to serve
as a basis for any but the most modest generalizations.” 8

We have given instances jof the uniform failure of
mediums to answer test questions, notably in the case
of Mrs. Vetrall’s arid Myers’ test letter ; and, as Podmore
observesi—

A weighty objection to accepting Mrs. Piper’s trance
personalities at their own valuation is that they Have
again and again failed to answer the test questions put
to them, and that the manner of their failure has often
proved more fatal to their claim than the failure itself.
Thus, the soi-disant (spirit of) Hannah Wild on several
occasions dictated (through Mrs. Piper) what professed
to be a copy of the contents of a sealed letter written by
the real Hannah Wild before her death, for the express
purpose of the test; and all these versions were entirely
wide of the mark.1

In conclusion, Podmore declares: “ It is impossible
to believe that in these trance utterances (of Mrs. Piper)
we are listening to authentic and unembarrassed mes-
sages from the dead.” But Sir Oliver Lodge finds no
difficulty in believing it and in trying to foist his belief
on everybody else.

Sir Oliver Lodge tells us that Mrs. Piper has revealed
things while in a state of trance that she had no know-
ledge of during her ordinary state. For instance, he
claims that the spirit of Dr. Phinuit—through the
mediumship of Mrs. Piper—recognized a ring worn by
Lady Lodge as having been given to Sir Oliver Lodge
for her by an aunt shortly before her death. He also
called for a locket that Lady Lodge sometimes wears,
but was not wearing at the time, which had belonged to
her father forty years ago, and many similar insignificant
and useless facts. Sir Oliver Lodge declares that Mrs.
Piper did not know, and could not have known, the facts
concerning these articles. “ But,” as Dr. Mercier very

1 Podmore, Modern Spiritualism, vol. ii., pp. 341-342.
. 2 1bid., vol. ii., p. 344.

8 1bid., vol. ii., pp. 346-34G.

1 1bid., vol, ii., p. 346.
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pertinently points out, “ what opportunity had Dr.
Phinuit of knowing these things ? We have no evidence
except Mrs. Piper’s assertion that Dr. Phinuit ever
existed even in the spirit; and we have no evidence at
all that he ever existed in the flesh....... Now it is signi-
ficant that though we do not know- what opportunities
Dr. Phinuit had of studying the Lodge family, we db
know something of the opportunities that Mrs. Piper
had of studying it. Mrs. Piper seems to have been a
frequent visitor of the Lodges. She stayéd in their
house, on one visit for nine days, and on another fot
five days, at a time ; and neither Mrs. Piper nor Sir Oliver
Lodge has ewer been cross-examined with respect to these
visits.” 1

As Dr. Mérciér further remarks, when lddiés stay in
the same house on intimate terms they sometimes visit
one another in their respective bedrooms, and theh it is
usual for the visitor to admire her hostess’s possessions,
and to gd into little raptures over them ; and upon this
encouragement the hostess may relate how the trinket
that is so sweet came into her possession, or what its
history is. Or Mrs. Piper may have gained the know-
ledge from the daughter of the house, who may have
been wearing the trinkets for the time being. Or she
may have picked up the information during the course
of ordinary conversation. All sorts of topics turn up
in conversation when a guest is staying in the house,
and it would be quite possible for Mrs. Piper to turn the
conversation on to the subject of trinkets such as these,
for the express purpose of using the information during
her trance sittings.

This is borne out by the fact, noticed by Dr. Mercier,
that : “ As Phinuit, or Mrs. Piper, | think we may as
well give him his proper name, becomes more and more
intimate with the Lodge family, the skilful guesses and
well-directed shots either become fewer, or they become
better directed, for mistakes are better avoided, and
‘fishing’ becomes less conspicuous.”

Dr. Mercier asks Sir Oliver to point out “ where the
necessity is for the performance of a miracle ?” and
proceeds:—

For let there be no mistake, no misunderstanding-
What you assert is the occurrence of the miraculous.
You may call Dr. Phinuit a “ discarnatc intelligence’
and his knowledge supernormal, but | submit to you
that a discarnate intelligence is another name for a
ghost or spook ; and supernormal is another name for
supernatural or miraculous. Cal you deny it? Do
you deny it? |If so, please point out the difference
between a discarnatc intelligence and a spook, between
what is merely supernormal and what is supernatural
and miraculous. | suggest that you avoid the old and
well-known and well-established words because they are
discredited, and you as “ a scientific ” man are ashamed
to use them ; and | suggest that you usd the terms dis-
carnatc intelligence and supernormal to soften down the
shock that your readers would receive from the use of
ghost or spook, or supernatural or miraculous, and to
make them suppose that whatiyou ask them to believe
is something less than a ghost, and something less than
a miracle.2

In his latest book) Raymond (named after Sir Oliver
Lodge’s youngest son, who was killed at the Front in
1915), Sir Oliver Lodge claims that he was forewarned
ay the spirits of the impending death of his son, the
spirits also informing him of the existence of a photo-
graph of Raymond, in a group, taken while serving 11l
France, and of which the family were previously quite

unaware. W . Mann.

(lo be continued.)

1 Dr. Charles A. Mercier, Spiritualism and Sir Oliver Lot}ée
1917>PP- 114-113- The italics are Dr. Mercier's.
2 1bid., pp. 118-119.
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Acid Drops.

We seriously call the attention of the House of Convoca-
tion, Upper and Lower, the Free Church Council, and the
clergy generally, to the spell of wet weather we have expe-
rienced. It is a matter that calls for explanation. The
effect on the home-grown food supply is disastrous, and to
produce food is now an urgent necessity of the nation. We
are fighting “ God'’s fight,’" says the Bishop of London, and
it is only fair that he should do his share. But to attack our
food supply is to help Germany—there is no doubt about
that. And whether our food is diminished by Germans in
submarines, or by Providence through incessant rain, the
result is the same. Providence, in blasting the English
harvest, is helping Germany. That is the plain logic of the
situation. We know what would be thought of Haig if he
destroyed the ammunition needed for the Army. What will
the clergy say of God, who is destroying the food of the
British people ?

We cannot, of course, acquit God of responsibility for the
weather. That would be quite atheistic. And as not a
sparrow falls to the ground without God’s cognizance, there
must be some “ providential message ” in so many hundred
tons of water being sent at the wrong time. So we can
quite sympathize with a writer in the Church Times for
August 31 : “ When’military operations of the first order are
frustrated by rain in July, and a harvest of phenomenal
promise and importance is threatened with ruin by rain in
August, we must ask what gentler warning God could give
us of the helplessness of independent human effort ?” God
Is anxious to show us that we must not do without him— not
because we cannot, for obviously, if he had left the
weather alone, we might have gone on all right, but because
we must not. And if we won’t take notice of him, then he
sends us a gentle warning, with, presumably, worse things to
follow.

Aud that is just the trouble with gods. They demand so
much attention, iild if they don’t get it immediately start
upsetting things. One must be always telling thetn they are
{Teat, and good, and holy, and wise, not because one knows
fhey arc anything of the kind, but just because we think it
pleases them, and they will get “ riled " if we act otherwise.
And there is one thing about gods, you can’t pile the flattery
on too thickly. Lord Beaconsfield said that all people were
open to flattery, and when you got to the throne you could
Put it on with a trowel. When you get above the throne
you can discard even th” trowel, and when flattering the gods
can pile on by the hogshead. What the world needs is a God
who will attend to his own business, and not need eternally
reminding of little things here and there, or getting into a
temper and upsetting the weather because we haven’t paid
sufficient attention to him.

Another letter on the same subject appears, also in the
Church Times, above the signature, “ Francis M. Downton
Temple Balsall.” We are convinced that MI. Downton
Is a clergyman, or holds a brief for the clergy, I'lic
gist of his communication may be expressed in the fol
lowing terms: God has made us for himself, and yet our
Practical contempt of him is notorious; his worship is the
Purpose of our existence, but we deliberately neglect his
'v°rship and live exclusively for ourselves. Indeed, our
defiance of God and the ordinances of his house is our
greatest sin. Wc spend his holy day for our own pleasure
abandoning the Church which he hirtiself has founded, and
*uwhich his glory dwells. Well, the truth is that nothing we
d° can prosper without God’s blessing, and that blessing will
y2withheld Until we repent. The harvest is now seriously
,ncuiccil by wind and rain because of our national afustacy from
Pattis worship. Therefore, if he tvish to save the harvest

JIs forthwith return to oiir God, realizing “ that there can
¢ »0 work of national importance to compare with the offering of
le Holy Tucliarist on Sunday and obedience to the laws which
a,e bound up with it." And this is the twefiticth century!

The Bishop of Peterborough has been holding services in
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Leicestershire, and has been walking from village to village.
This form of locomotion is so unusual for a bishop that the
press has been publishing paragraphs concerning the right
reverend Father-in-God’s heroism.

The week ended with a burst of fierce fighting in Flanders.
At home the clergy are still busy at their old pastime of fierce
talking.

Mr. Horatio Bottomley says that Demos is a “ hew god.”
Has Mr. Wells’ deity been put on the shelf already?

The story of ihe three angels who were seen in the sky
with the word “ Peace” written across them appears to have
impressed many pious people. It seems a pity that the
celestial advertisement did not add the date on which peace
will be ushered in.

The Bishop of London has been visiting sonte of the naval
bases. We thought he was paid to attend to the foundations
of belief.

A contemporary asks why Freethought is banned by the
press. The answer is that newspapers are money-making
enterprises, and have no concern with truth. As Lowell
says, the pious editor does not believe in principle, but has
great concern in interest.

A contemporafy points out a schoolboy’s howler from a
scholar’s story : “ The parson sat writing his sermon in his
sarictumonium.” When that boy grows up he. will learn that
the dear clergy often buy their sermons ready for use.

Following the lead of the Bishop of St. Asaph, some of
the more influential Church members of North Wales are
still resisting as far as possible the movement to erect new
science buildings at Bangor College as a memorial to the
soldiers of North Wales. The Hon. Alice Pennant, whilst
admitting in a press letter that this object is an “ excellent ”
one, prefers “ a military school for sons and brothers of men
killed in the war, with facilities for religious education.”
She docs not support Mr. R. J. Thomas’s scheme, because
"Whereas it has been proved by military statistics that
between Co and 70 per cent, of Welshmen ih the Army are
ChurchUicn, it is therefore impossible to feel it can be a suit-
able memorial to them to Send a subscription to that insti-
tution in North Wales, which hopes and intends (at the cud
of the war) to profit by a share in the plunder of Hie Church
to which they belonged.” And so an “ excellent” object
fails to enlist her sympathy because it will inadvertently
receive from the Stale a small portion of what the Church
previously considered it consistent wittrits dignity to accept.
The lady’s action is easy to understand, but difficult to
appreciate.

Even if the military statistics arc accepted, the hon. lady
is forgetting the 3d per cent, who, it is mote than possible,
would have some very pbihted comments to make on tlib
scheme lannched by the 70 per cent. loyal Churchmen.
Now, Mr. Thomas’s scheme is not only admittedly “ excel-
lent”— it is unscctaridn. We submit that this is its very
fault. But to return to the figures. In prc-War days it is
well known that the Established Church recruits always
bulked in statistics handsomely by means of methods known
to anyone who took the trouble to inquire. Now that we
have a conscript Army, such statistics must bear a reason-
able relation to the actual figures of membership of the
various religious bodies. Now, does anyone believe that the
Established Church menihers number from 6016 70 percent,
of the population of Wales ? The Army statisticians have,
in fact, got themselves into a very laughable quandary—so
laughable, indeed, that we think there is very little likelihood
of the religious returns of the Army ever being made public.

It is astonishing what a difference, in the estimation of
Christian writers, it makes when a nation goes to war—on
the right side. A writer in the Christian World dealing with
China's declaration of war against Germany, says that China
“ with her wide tolerance, her intellect, her industry, her
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democratic tendencies, her sweet reasonableness and love of
peace,” etc. We are not disputing the possession of these
qualities by the Chinese ; on the contrary, itis only what we
ourselves have said years ago. Only the statement, reads
curiously in view of our missionary activity in China, and the
way in which the Western Powers have treated her. Does
it look as though the people possessing the national charac-
teristics indicated above have anything to learn worth learn-
ing, in morals or sociology, from that Western world which
is offering us the present spectacle ?

A writer in the Sunday Herald says “ the approbation of
celibacy as the highest spiritual condition still lingers among
the clergy.” This reminds us of Horace Smith’s caustic
definition of celibacy as “ a vow a man takes that he will
enjoy none but other men’s wives.”

A firm of London laundrymen advertise that they are
“ launderers to the House of Lords.” Does this firm wash
the fine lawn sleeves of the lordly followers of the poor
Carpenter of Nazareth ?

The Newspaper World reports that 563 papers have in-
creased their price owing to war conditions. Many of these
periodicals are seen in the service of religion, which is sup-
posed to be “ without money and without price.”

Professional defenders of the Christian superstition are
endeavouring to impress people that the War is helping, and
not retarding, religion. Referring to the religious opinions
of soldiers, Mr. A. K. Yapp, the National Secretary of the
Young Men’s Christian Association, made the following
remark: “You can't always judge Tommy by his language,
and | believe there is more religion in his blasphemy than in
the Kaiser’s pious utterances.” If profanity be a proof of
piety, the Young Men’s Christian Association had better help
in repealing the Blasphemy. Laws.

The United States has put an embargo on the export of
sulphur. So far, it has not reduced the amount of brimstone
in sermons and Sunday-school addresses.

We are not opposed to the celebration of the 400th anni-
versary of Luther’s defiance of the Pope, because we regard
the Protestant Reformation as marking one of the earliest
stages in the disintegration of the Christian religion, which
has been going on more or less steadily ever since. “A
Scottish Churchman,” however, objects to the proposed cele-
bration on the ground that “ Luther’s German God is our
Devil.” But “ A Scottish Churchman ” forgets, surely, that
prior to the outbreak of the War the German God was our
British God as well. Was not Luther’s martial hymn often
sung in our places of worship ? Writing as recently as 1908,
did not the late Right Rev. Dr. Wilkinson, Bishop of North
and Central Europe, hold up the Germans as a people whose
Christian piety was of a superior order to our own ? Did
he not also find the source of Germany’s greatness as a
world-power in the fact that she had adopted “ religious
education in all her primary and secondary schools”? “A
Scottish Churchman’s” judgment is evidently blinded by
prejudice and bigotry, as is admitted even by the Christian
World, though our contemporary itself suffers more or less
from the same affliction.

The Rev. Rhondda Williams relates how a bankrupt fish-
monger, whose deficiency was £1,000, excused himself on
the plea “ that he had been unable to give proper attention
to business because of his devotion to theological studies.”
Such a scoundrel deserves severest castigation; but Mr.
Williams is radically wrong when he says that if Paul had
been the official receiver he would have condemned his con-
duct in the most scathing terms. Probably; but then the
man could have sheltered behind the apostle’s exhortation in
Colossians iii. 1-4, and thus break the force of his rule in
Romans xii. 11. If a man’s mind is fixed upon the things
that are above, he is bound to be slothful in relation to the
things which are on the earth. A wonderful storehouse of
practical contradictions is the Bible, and it would be passing
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strange if among them all any man failed to find “ a present
help ” in trouble.

The Rev. R. C. Gillie, M.A., of Marylebone Presbyterian
Church, London, claimed, in a recent interview, which appears
in the Christian Worldltor August 30, that “ the general out-
look for the Churches is not so discouraging that “ the
Churches show a steadfastness which is surprising,” though
it is true that “ some people have left us since the War, men
and women of vague beliefs and sentimental attachments,”
whom the Church can perhaps “ afford to lose.” Bear in
mind that those are the words of a man of God who is love,
of a minister of Christ who died for the ungodly in order to
save them. Evidently, Mr. Gillie’s heart is empty of that
saving love of which his Master’s heart is said to be full to
overflowing.

How shallow and illusory is Mr. Gillie’s optimism. This
is what he said :(—

Of course, | do not forget the discouraging fact that Angli-
can Free Churches alike appeal to only a limited minority of
the general population.

If that sentence is not a viftual confession that the Church,
in the character of a God-filled institution, is the most dismal
failure in history, what on earth is it ? Christianity has been
at work in this land for fifteen or sixteen hundred years, and
yet in this twentieth century it “ appeals to only a limited
minority of the general population.” The wonder of wonders
is that, with that undoubted fact staring them in the face,
men like Mr. Gillie, have the timerity to affirm that “ the
general outlook for the Churches is not so discouraging.”

Criticizing the Archbishop of Canterbury’s attitude on the
question of reprisals in war, the Globe indulges in some hard
hitting, and concludes : “ Stand out of our way and leave us
to protect the children your prayers are powerless to save ”

For sixty-three years vicar of the City Church of St. Mary.
Aldermanbury, the Rev. C. C. Collins has resigned at the age
of ninety-one. Interviewed by a London journalist, Mr.
Collins said that the resident population of his parish was
about 97, and the congregation “ pitiably small— mostly care-
takers.” Such is religion in the heart of the capital of the
Empire.

The Daily Telegraph has unearthed some pre-war sermons
(June, 1914), of the German Chancellor, Dr. Michaelis, which
prove that there is no doubt of his Christianity. In one of
these sermons he is reported as saying, in view of the great
struggle that lay before the German people:—

If we go into this fight by ourselves, with our selfish nature,
relying on our own strength, we shall suffer shipwreck. There
is only possibility, but that is a perfect one. There was One
who renounced everything. Who from self-less love gave up
His life for others, and Who has told us, “ | have given you an
example that you should do as | have done to you.” That %
a mighty struggle which goes on within us. Let it be laid to
all who have not fought it out to the end. It needs more
courage than all the things of which people think that they
demand bravery from us. It needs more courage to place
oneself decisively on the side of Jesus, and to vow and render
Him unconditional obedience, come what may, than it does to
fight one’s first Mensur (students’ duel), or to confront an
excited Parliament, or to approach a refined and noble woman,
and ask her to be one’s own, or to do any of the other things
which are regarded in our life as signs of pluck. All that 55
nothing in comparison with the decision in our life for Christ
with all its consequences. But this course we must attain,
and only those who have this courage, and then obediently
tread the path which God shows them, are the men of whom
God can make use.

Presumably, the Daily Telegraph has some hazy notion that
these utterances prove the hypocrisy of Dr. Michaelis. }e
see in them nothing of the kind. All we see is that Christi
anity will lend itself to the dominant passion, whether of a
man or of a nation. That is one of its greatest evils-
Whether one desires to murder a fellow human being or he V
him, either can be done in the name of Christianity. " »
this is not hypocrisy. It is evidence only that in matters
conduct there is no more misleading guide possible than

Christianity.
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“Freethinker ” Sustentation

Fund.

At the opening of the fourth year of war circumstances
again compel me to invite contributions towards a Free-
thinker Sustentation Fund.

It has fallen to my lot to control this paper during
three of the most difficult years it has ever experienced.
During the first year, my chief concern was to guard
‘t against adverse circumstances, such as caused many
Papers to disappear altogether. The second year brought
with it a great and rapid increase in the cost of produc-
tion. As was stated last year, this extra cost amounted
to about £6 per week, but in spite of that, the deficit on
the year was only ¢"175. This was quickly made good
through the generosity of the paper’'s readers, and a
balance left in hand. As for some years the Freethinker
bad barely met, by sales, the cost of production, the
amount of the deficit indicated a distinct advance.

I was then hoping that affairs had reached their worst,
even if no improvement occurred. During the past year,
however, there has been a still further all-round rise in
cost, the most serious item being that of paper, which
now stands at about four times the pre-war figure. The
result is that, instea'd of the deficit being lower than
last year, it has been increased to just over ¢"250, which
I am seeking to make good by means of a Special
Fund.

Two things should be borne in mind in connection
with this deficit. First, the increase represents only a
Portion of the added cost of production during the past
year. Part of it has been met by a rising circulation.
~Ae are thus advancing in spite of all obstacles. Second,
the old Honorarium Fund (which was really a Susten-
tation Fund) and realized ¢"300 per year, has been
topped since | assumed the Editorship. Thus the
call upon the friends of the paper is still less than was
necessary in the pre-war period.

I believe that all who appreciate the difficulties of the
Sltuation will agree that the deficit is smaller than might
have been anticipated. Even to exist in these times is
an achievement, and | feel proud of the fact that during
the three years of war the Freethinker has maintained
h°th its size and price unchanged. What that means in
the shape of worry and watchfulness will be recognized
hy all who have observed the plans adopted by the whole
°t the newspaper press. Scores of papers have gone
Under in the struggle, and there is scarcely a propa-
gandist organ that has not either raised its price or
aPpealed for financial help—some have done both,
~hus, so well established a paper as the Clarion has
found it necessary to raise a fund of between £"2,000
axf £'3,000, and the Christian Commonwealth has raised
nearly £2,000 in addition to doubling the price of the
Journal. It is possible that the paper shortage may
Necessitate some economy in the size of the Freethinker
jn the future, but any alteration will be delayed until the
ast moment.

AVith regard to the deficit, it should be stated that
*ae 'whole of the sum is represented by a debt owing
to me. The Freethinker has no reserve capital— nor,
°r that matter, have I. The modest amount | agreed

take as Editor and contributor has remained unpaid
Since Ocjtober last, and this, together with money bor-
r’'WWed on my personal security for the use of the paper,
~Presents the whole of the deficit. Otherwise the

\&thinker is free of debt. All demands, including pay-
~ents to contributors, have been met as they became
e> This, | think, is the better way of conducting

S$»Ness.

Of course, the loss on the paper might have been
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met by a rise in price, say from twopence to threepence.
This, had | consulted my personal convenience only,
would have saved me a lot of anxiety, and also' spared
me the unwelcome task of making this appeal. But I
thought, and still think, that the interests’ of the Cause
which the Freethinker represents are best served by
keeping the price unchanged. So far, this policy has
been quite justified by results. The circulation of the
Freethinker is to-day larger than it has been for some
years, and, | think, it is exerting a wider and deeper
influence. Its contents, week after week, show what a
large and able staff of writers the paper has at its ser-
vice ; in this direction the Freethinker still maintains its
reputation for what its late editor called “ fundamental
brain work.” Newsagents show a greater readiness to
display the paper for sale, and the wholesale agents
handle it with greater freedom. But for the tremendous
increase in the cost of production, the Freethinker would
now be paying its way, and a Special Fund unnecessary.
When normal conditions return I have hopes of placing
the paper on a self-supporting basis. That is the end
| set myself when | assumed editorial and financial
responsibility, and that ambition will not be lightly
surrendered. At any rate, to find the Freethinker in
its present position after three years of war is an
achievement that carries great promise for the future.

It is only proper to say that the present position of
the paper is largely due to the number of its readers who
have done gallant service in securing new subscribers.
Many have worked with a will in this direction, and |
take this opportunity of once more thanking them most
heartily for all they have done.

Hard as the fight has been, and is, | am not at all dis-
couraged ; quite the contrary. The difficulties have been
greater than were anticipated, but they have been met
with a success that is striking in view of the prevailing
circumstances. It is, therefore, with the utmost Confi-
dence in the paper and in the loyalty of its readers, that
I am asking the help of all who appreciate the value of
the Freethinker to the “ best of causes.” It has kept the
flag flying during these three disastrous years, and has
served as a rallying point for Freethinkers at home, and
with the Army and Navy in every part of the war area.
It has made new friends and many converts; and what
it has done in the face of conditions that made many of
its friends dubious of its power to survive, is a promise
of better things under more favourable circumstances.
But the Freethinker has not only survived, it is stronger
than ever; and | feel, therefore, it may be safely said
that it has a legitimate claim upon all who believe in and
appreciate the work it is doing.

Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable
to me, and addressed Editor, Freethinker, 61 Farringdon
Street, London, E.C. 4. Full acknowledgment of all
subscriptions received will be made in the Freethinker,
the accounts of which are under the supervision of an
official accountant.

The first list of subscriptions to date will appear next
week, and | have every confidence that it will be one that
will give increased confidence to all who have at heart
the welfare of the great Cause which this paper repre-

sen*s’ Chapman Cohen.

The vicar was away, and the locum terens, on his arrival in
the vestry on the first Sunday, found the organ blower—a
regular character—awaiting him.

“Well, what is your exact position here, my man ?” asked
the clergyman.

“ Well, sir,” was the reply, “ some folk calls me a sextant,
some says as I'm a beetle, but the vicar 'e always calls me
a virgin.”—Raymond Blatliwayt, “ Through Life and Round
the World.”

/
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To Correspondents.

J. BorrelL.—Thanks for your nine nhw readers. These added to
your previous recruits makes your refcord a good one. So far as
a difficult task can be made easier by cheerful help, it is being
done by friends like yourself. Will attend to the other matter.

G. Bedborough.— Many thanks for the charmingly bound copies
of your booklets. If we say they are a pleasure to the eye, wb
hope it will not be taken as an implied depreciation of the works
themselves. As usual, these are stimulative, and no reader should
ask for more.

A. H. Fisher.—The group to which you refer is now quite
extinct. Want of funds had something, but not all, to do
with it.

Verres—The idea is a pretty one, but verse hot quite up to
standard. Thaiiks for sending.

H. Rind.—The exhumed prophecy is most probably “ fake.”
Thinks for your trouble in copying and sending.

R. M.—You may be right, but we would stake our head on it that
you are absolutely wrong.

H. Irving.— Have noted your reminder and acted on it.

R. Compton.—Thanks for birthday greetings, but how did you
know the date? You are wrong, however, in one thing. We
have not completed our first half century— not until next year.

J. McGhee— Sorry to have to hold over yoiir reply to " Y. C.”
until next week.

A. Brenton.—Many thanks fbr picture. We quite agree with
your estirtiate of the subject. Curiously, the ortly unrational
figure is the one devoted to religion.

N. S. S. Benevolent Fund.— Miss Vance acknowledges:— Louis
Brandes, fa 2s.

The Secular Society, Limited, office is at 62 Farringdon Street,
London, E.C. 4.

The National Secular Society's office is at 62 Farringdon Street,
London, E.C. 4.

When the services of the National Secular Society in connec-
tion with Secular Burial Services are required all communi-
cations should be addressed to the Secretary, Miss E. M,
Vance, giving as long notice as possible.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favour by
marking the passages to which they wish us to call attention.

Lecture Notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.
4 byfirst post Tuesday, or they will not be inserted.

Orders for literature should be sent to the Business Manager of
the Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C. 4, and
not to the Editor.

Letters for the Editor of the “ Freethinker" should be addressed
to 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C. 4.

The “ Freethinker ” will be forwarded direct from the publishing
office to any part of the world,post free, at the following rates,
prepaid:—One year, 10S. 6d.; half year, 5s. 3d.; three months,
2s. Sd.

Sugar Plums,

The Pioneer Press is now offering for sale copies of
Guyau’s Non-Religion of the Future at just under one-fourth
of the published price. Marie Jean Guyau was one of the
most brilliant of French Freethinkers, and his death, at the
early age of 34, robbed the world of a striking personality.
He was the author of a number of philanthiropic works ;
his two direct contributions to Freethduiht being Morality
Independent of Obligation or Sanction, transldted in 1898,
and Non-Religion of the Future in 1897. Both are im-
portant works, although the high price of the latter, 17s.
net, kept it from a good many who would have liked to
possess a copy. It is now being offered at 4s., postage 6d.
Those whoiwish'for a copy should write at once.

The Report of the tlouse of Lords Judgmcrit in the bow-
man Case is now in the hands of the printers, aiid will bb
issued as early as possible. It is a verbatim report of the
judgments, dnd will Have as preface a brief history Of the
case written by Mr. Cohen. The price is not yet fixed, but
it will, probdbly, lie one shilling. The price will lie kept low
in order to eiisurc as wide a circulation as possible.

The following is part of a letter written “ somewhere ” in
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the theatre of war :—

It is rather refreshing to observe the rebellious’ spirit preva-
lent in the bosoms of the youthful officers, and also surprising
to see what unanimity there is among peoplecfrom far removed
domiciles.

Last night in the srrioke-room there were two canny Scots
in the----- (a Highland regiment); a Rhodesian farmer in the

Artillery ; a three-parts Dutch fellow in the----- Ta
Portuguese----- going to Central Africa; and myself. The
opinion was found to be unauimous that the writing on the
wall must have appeared some years ago now, and that the
end of the War will find the Churches nearly defunct.

You would have screamed to hear the Portuguese tackling s
padre on board; his main argument appeared to be that seeing
the Roman Catholics and Protestants are large enough bodies
to include at least a percentage of clever men, the mere fact of
them differing so vitally in a religion based on the same book
is proof that neither can be correct; and that as the said
reiigion is admittedly based on mysteries, it cannot be logically
accepted as a standard of truth. So what was a poor fellow to
do but go his own way.

The old padre nearly burst, and seemed to regret having
graciously given the Portuguese (a Roman Catholic) permis-
sion to discuss the matter with him. It is funny !

The writer of the above has two brothers officers abroad, and

his father has completed a year’s service with the Forces-

All arc readers of the Freethinker.

Members of Newcastle Branch are requested to note a
meeting will be held on Sunday at 6.30 in tiie Collingwood
Hall, Ciayton Street, to elect officers, etc.

We have received letters replying to articles in our last
issue by Mr. T. A. Jackson and “Y. C.,” which we are
obliged to hold over until next week. Kant said space and
time were categories of the understanding. When it conies
to finding space for articles and tiine to deal with all that
comes along, we are tehipted to use much stronger language-

A correspondence upon “ Sabbatarianism ” is running in
the National Weekly, in which the Frcethought position Is
wcil sustained by “ Pagan ” and L Wide-awake,” dud the
other side by “ Christian.” “ Wide-awake ” writes on the
position of the Bishop of London, and saf£s : “ The time has
gone by when any sane mail can consider any ‘ message
from so inconsistent a prelate." We wonder if “ Christian
will continue the disedssion.

This is not an esperantist joutnal, but we cheerfully P,IsS
oii the information that one of our readers, Mr. W. Bantter
Of if) Spring Stfcct, Paddingtoh, W., is trying to form an
esperantist class for the winter. Those of our readers vmO
are interested will take the hint.

A Soliloquy.

W inGs sigh and blow, tides ebb and ilow,
Leaves fall dnd wither;

Life comes and goes; whd is there knows
Its whence, or whither ?

Yet parsoils tell us there’s a hell
That ehdeth never;

Where those who sin, when once they arc in.
Will roast for ever.

While they at rest among the blest;
Their bliss eternal;

Ne’er think, nor heed all those who feed
The fire infernal.

And thus they prove that God is love,
A defamation;

'Tis time that they had in their day
A reformation.

Life’s problem still remains, and will,

A mystery,
When all is well, and parson’s hell
But history. ,
W. Il. Smith (llarcloch, New ¢ealan
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New Testament Legends for
Young Headers.

IV.— Demons Conquered and Disciples W on.

I housands of people stood on the beach of white pebbles,
and all were very still and silent as they fixed theit eyes
upon a fisherman’s boat that lay rttoored bn the Idke.
The voice of Jesus* the preacher, rang out across the
water. He sat in the boat and talked of the kingdom.
It seemed so different from the solemn Rabbis who sat
In pulpits in synagogues.

When the last word was spoken, the peasants, camel-
drivers, muleteers, masdns, fish-picklers, and the rest,
scattered homewards, talking of the new teacher as they
Went. Then Jesus turned to the man who had politely
lent him the seat in the boat.

“ Push your boat out, Simon Petef.'hnd drop your
Uets,” he said.

“No good will that be, sir,” replied the fisherman.
“We set the net all last night and got nothing. Rut I
Wl do it to oblige you.”

Huge was his surprise when the net was so heavy
With fresh-water fish— carp, barbel, bblty, etc.— that the
hfct started to burst, and he shouted to his mates in a
Neighbouring boat to come to his aid. Presently the
whole boat Was full of fish, and Simon Peter fell on his
Hiees and stammered—

“ Oh, my lord, you are too great a man to be in such
a humble ship as mine, and | am but a common fellow
Nud a sinner.”

“ Have no fear,” said the preacher, “ leave your fish-
c«ching business ahd follow me. | will teach you to
natch meh.”

Simon Peter, Jattles, and Jdhn— three fishers of the
Galilean lake—were the preacher’s first comrades, and
leatnets, or disciples. They were to learn how to throw
'lettions out of sick and unhappy people, and to teach
'Uen the way of the kingdom.

The lessons began at oncfe. A leper, with horrible
anil discoloured skin, bent in lowly salaam before Jesus,
and asked to be cured.

“ Be healed,” said Jesus; artd straightway the leper
r°se up, fresh, clean, and wholesome ; and the Wonder-
worker told him to go with a gift of thankfulness to the
Priests at the Temple. Two birds—sparrows would do

aright be the gifts.

Another lesson. Jesus sat in the centre court of a
house with a big mob of hearers all about him. All of
asudden a cracking was heard above; the roof seemed
** open; hands wete seen tearing a hole in the plaster
atld woodwork; and, amid falling dust, down came a
mattross hung by ropes, and on this lay A poor creature
'Vth palsied and helpless limbs. His friends had got to
tI'0 roof by the stairway which rose by one of the walls.
N°t being able to push through the crowd, this was
thir singular plan.

“ Man,” said Jesus, “ the sins you have done are
P~doned.”

“ Strange talk !” murmured a group of Pharisees.

*he Phatisees were men well-off, well-learned in
fading and writing, and mighty and noisy in their
Payers to heaven.

, “Well,” said Jesus, “ if you doubt my power to pardon
s iR, what think you of this ?”

,He uttered a short, quick command, and the man, a
parable invalid the moment before, leaped up,

auldered his mattress, ropes and all, and strode
°Wt 'v*th joyful cries; and the place echoed with the
e°ple’s shouts: “ Wondrous! Strange! We never
Saw the like !»

A new disciple was Levi—a tax collector; one of

THE FREETHINKER

571

those officers who went to houses, and fafins, dnd
bazaars, demanding money dues for the Roman Govern-
ment. Such men met sour and disagreeable looks
wherever they went, though, after all, somebody must
needs collect the rates and taxes, and these collectors, bt
“ publicans,” were often honest fellows, and they never
put bn airs with noisy praying and pious upturiiirig of
the eyes.

Levi made a great feast, and had open house, and
scores of people, peasants, camel-dHvefs, fish-picklers,
sweepers, and the rest, swarmed to his tables, and sat in
company with Jesus and the three fishers.

“ Scandalous !” sneered the Pharisees and gentle-
folk. “ I'ancy this man calling himself a teacher, and
he eats and drinks with the riff-raff of the towns and
villages.”

“Yes, | do,” said JesUs. “ My business is to lead
the riff-raff and sinners to repentance, and to the King-
dom. You good folk—you righteous souls —don’t need
it healer. Only the sick need a physician.”

The geritlC-folk somehow felt there was a stihg in his
grtiet words. He was sarcastic.

Pie appeared quite too free and easy for these sffitig
persons, the Pharisees. It annoyed them very much one
Saturday, that is, ohe Sabbath, when they saw him and
his followers crossing a field of corn and gathering wheat-
ears, and briskly rubbing them till they worked the
grains out, blew the chaff away, and chewed the faw
wheat.

Shocking! To go to all this labour on the sacred
day, the sevbilth day, the Lord’s day, the day on which
respectable Jews would not plough, would not sow,
would not reap, would not weave, would not tie knots,
would not light fires, would not carry parcels, wblild hot
ride horses, would not clap hands, would not bind up a
sprained wrist. And now these vulgar cads Were featihg
raw wheat !

On another Sabbath day, when Jesus met a man
whose withered hand hung useless at his side, the
Pharisees grimly watched.

“ Come this way,” bade the Wonder-worker, artd
the mart appfodched, and hundreds of eyes gazed
eagerly.

“ Now, | put it to you men,” said Jesus, “
to do a kiild act on the Seventh Day ?
save life on the Sabbath ?”

Nobody replied.

“ Stretch out your hand,” commanded the Master of
Demons.

The man did so, ahd a roar of delight rose front thé
crowd, while the Pharisees hurried away, expressing
their disgUst at sUch horrid things being done bn the
holy day of God.

Ohe night the preacher spent the hours of darkness
on a mountain alortc in the wilderness of rocks, lie
was a pioneer, a path-finder, a leader in a new road ;
and he was lortbly, but he was brave. The night was
passed in prayer to heaven.

Next day, he invited twelve men to form his band of
Apostles, or Missionaries ; or, as some would say, Dele-
gates. We have already heard of the three fishers, and
the tax-gatherer ; others were Andrew, Philip, Bar-
tholomew, Thoinas, James (not the fisherman),
Simon the Zealot, Judas, and another Judas called
Iscariot, this committee of Twelve he chose on the
mountain ; and then, followed by his Delegates, he
walked down the rugged path to the plain. A large
company of people had assembled, and many were lame,
sick, and feeble-minded.

The Twelve Apostles carefully noted all he did. They
hoped Soon to throw out the demons of disease and
madness as easily as the Master of the Jinn did.

is it right
Is it right to
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The Master healed every invalid, every cripple, every
lunatic, every idiot.

When most of the crowd had gone homeward, his
Apostles and many who were glad to hear his teachings
formed a circle of listeners, and waited for his words.
He looked round upon the audience,— no rich folk were
they ; they knew what it was to have scant meals ; they
often suffered bitter sorrows, and wept bitter tears ; and
they had been scorned and cursed. So he said :—

“ Blessings on you poor people ; yours is the kingdom.
Blessings on you hungry people; you shall have your
fill of food. Blessings on you who shed tears ; you
shall laugh for joy. Blessings on you who are hated
for being my comrades. Leap for gladness; you will
have reward in heaven. The rich men shall have woe;
the bloated men shall be hungry; the laughing men
shall cry. But you, my friends, | ask you to love your
enemies. If a man strikes one side of your face, turn
to him the other. Lend your money, and claim it not
back. Heaven will pay you. You shall be children of
the Highest One in heaven. Be not hard in judging
others. Why make a fuss about a speck in your
brother’s eye, while your own has a great beam in it?
You hypocrites ! get rid of your beam before you worry
about his mote! Every tree is known by its fruit, good
or bad. You are trees. Bear honest and wholesome
fruit. Don’t gobble ‘ Lord, Lord ' to me. Act right.
If a man does true and good deeds, his house stands
firm on a rock, and no storm will shake it. But if a
man talks, and does not act, his wretched hut is thrown
down when the storm comes to test it, and the ruin of it
is great.” . . .

From such stories it is plain to see that the people of
the Gospel age were sufferers from many diseases and
troubles, and that they were very ready to believe in
men with magical power to conquer the disease demons,
worry demons, and weakness demons. Such a man
Jesus was supposed to be. Not very much then was
known about the human body, the way its organs
worked, and how sickness was caused. To-day,
we have a science, or exact knowledge, of the
human body, and the doctor, the surgeon, and the
sanitarian (or health-teacher) are our helpers and
healers; and neither they nor we think that demons
cause illness or accident. To-day, the Masters of the
Jinn are men like Ronald Ross, who found that malaria
is caused by mosquitoes, and so helped to trace yellow
fever to mosquitoes. Other Masters have found ways
to Kill off the tse-tse fly which causes the terrible sleep-
ing-sickness of Africa. We get rid of flies and other
such troubles, instead of trying to cast out demons.

As to the Pharisees. The Gospel makes very ugly
pictures of them, and they remind us of the unpleasant
persons in Charles Dickens’s novels, whom he calls
Chadband and Stiggins. But we learn from the history
of the Jews, that some Pharisees were men of noble life
and high thought. Such a man was the scribe, or
teacher, Hillel, who, on being asked for the meaning of
true religion, answered, “ Do not do to others that which
you would not like done to yourself; this is the whole
extent of the Law.”

One of the Twelve Apostles, as you saw, was Simon
Peter. Some people think his story is a kind of shadow
of the story of the Roman God Janus. This God had
two faces, one looking east, the other west, as if at the
sunrise and sunset, the opening day and the closing day.
He had a key in his hand for opening and shutting great
doors. In his honour the Romans offered gifts on twelve
altars; and they called him the leader, or First God, of
the twelve months; hence the first month was named
Janus-month, January. He was God of all that travel
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to and fro on land and sea; and one of his symbols, or
signs, was a ship, meaning the passage over waters.
Now, in the Gospels, Peter is a ship-master; he is the
first of the Twelve Apostles; and Jesus gives him the
keys of heaven and earth.l Later on, we shall hear of
his escape through the open door of a prison.

Our poet Milton, in his beautiful lines to his friend
Edward King (Lycidas), pictures Peter, the “ Pilot of
the Galilean Lake,” holding two keys, a golden one to
open gates, and an iron one to shut. p j gould.

The Bise and. Progress of Mental
Power.

VI.
{Continued from p. 550.)

Deaf-mutes Who, in the nature of the case, have never
heard a word spoken, are yet capable of uttering vocal
sounds which, to them, possess a definite meaning. 1°
idiots, also, rudimentary articulation appears to serve
their feeble requirements. From normal infants(
mammals, and talking birds, various sounds proceed
to which they attach a meaning. Harsh tones and
menacing gestures are understood by all the highef
animals, and when we discover that mammals appre"
ciate the sinister significance of the word “ stick,” it 15
apparent that a marked mental advance has been made-
In company with the mentally deranged and infants,
certain of the birds and mammals grasp the import of
words which they are themselves unable to articulate-
Doubtless, the appreciation of tones enters into the
understanding of words to some extent, but careful tests
disclose the fact that words alone convey a distinct
meaning to some superior animals. Babes, a few weeh's
from birth, distinguish the difference between tones and
gestures, but the comprehension of words alone does
not dawn until the second year.

A terrier, possessed by Prof. Gerald Yeo, was trained
to keep a morsel of food on its snout till it received
the verbal signal “ Paid for” ; and it was of no conse-
guence in what tones these words were uttered. I'ct
even if they were introduced in an ordinary stream
conversation, the dog distinguished them, and imme-
diately tossed the food into his mouth. Seeing this, f
thought it worth while to try whether the animal would
be able to distinguish the words “ Paid for ” from other5
presenting a close similarity of sound; and, therefor®l
while he was expecting the signal, | said, “ Pinafore™”’
the dog gave a start, and very nearly threw the food °"
his nose; but immediately arrested the movement, e
dently perceiving his mistake (Romanes, Mental Evol'l
tion in Man, p. 125).

This trial was repeated on various later occasion5
and invariably with the same result. A second dog 'veS
then taught to perform in a similar way and responded
just like the first. Numerous shepherds, sportsmen’
gamekeepers, poachers, and others have already furnished’
and could further supply most incontestable evidence5
of the association in the mind of the dog of certain word5
with certain objects or acts. Sally, the chimpanzee 10
Regent’'s Park, learnt from her keeper not merely
meaning of words and phrases but of short sentences &
well.

Were the lower creatures capable of speech, it>s
fair inference that they would employ simple words t§
signify simple ideas. Clearly, there is no greater mentn
capacity requisite to utter the word “ open” than s
necessary to cause a cat to bump a window, scratch a
a door, or rattle a handle when desiring admission. d'v°

1 Matthew xvii., 19.
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°f these animals constantly under the writer’'s observa-
tion perform all these acts without receiving any instruc-
tion whatever.

The power of articulation exists in several birds, but
clever as these animals are, their mental capacities are
poor when compared with those of the higher mammalia.
Were these animals also in possession of the anatomical
fractures essential to articulation, they would completely
eclipse the birds. Yet, although on a lower mental
level than monkeys, dogs, elephants, etc., birds, unques-
tionably, do associate certain words with certain persons
or things. Itis utterly futile to allege the contrary. The
late Sir Samuel Wilks, F.R.S., when referring to a
parrot of his own, stated :—

If the servants enter the room Poll will be ready with
one of their expressions, and in their own tone of voice.
It is clear that there is a close association in the bird’s
mind between certain phrases and certain persons or
objects, for their presence or voice at once suggests
some special word. For instance, my coachman, when
coming for orders, has so often been told half-past two,
that no sooner does he come to the door than Poll
exclaims “ Half-past two.”....... Some noises that she
utters have been obtained from the objects them-
selves, as that of a cork screw at the sight of a bottle of
wine....... The passage of a servant down the hall to open
the front door suggests a noise of moving hinges, fol-
lowed by a loud whistle for a cab.

To what degree the language of signs would have
developed is an open question had not superior means of
Communication been available. But the sense of hear-
InE>even more advantageous in some respects than the
sense of sight, admirably responded to vocal display.
Simple gestures are so realistic that they are everywhere
Understood, but as ideas grow more abstract, the signs
essential to their expression tend to assume an arbitrary
ahd conventionalized form. It is true that elaborated
Slgns may convey with even greater rapidity than spoken
~nguage our ideas on familiar topics, but only with the
sncrifice of the simple signs universally understood.

Gesture language likewise labours under the grave
disadvantage of being cumbersome, as well as possess-
Ing little utility in aiding us in the conception and
expression of abstract ideas. Uttered words are not
Necessarily restricted to concrete things; they also serve
to signalize our concepts of abstractions of whatever
Order that have been evolved from our percepts and
recepts of concrete bodies. Therefore, while they render
excellent service in conveying information of our ordinary
exPeriences, gestures are entirely eclipsed by the
P°Wer of the word in the realms of abstract thought. It
veuld, for example, prove practically impossible to
translate into sign language a paragraph of Mansel or
Spinoza.

Tor these and other important reasons the voice has
emerged the victor in the evolution of language. As
Trof. Whitney, the eminent philologist points out, this
triumph of speech is a case of the survival of the
Attest:__

The advantages of the voice are numerous and
obvious. There is first its economy, as employing a
mechanism that is available for little else, and leaving
free for other purposes those indispensable instruments,
the hands.

ASain, the .various tones of the voice can be easily
card at a distance at which gestures become indistinct.
cal utterance is not hindered by intervening objects,

Tfiile it permits the eyes as well as the hands of the

~Poaker full liberty to occupy themselves in other ways.

Is as useful in the dark as in the day, and a call or

Sh°h_t will command attention where all other devices

Pfoviy unsuccessful.

Curiously enough, inquiry revealed the circumstance
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that uneducated deaf-mutes think in pictures only.
Abstract ideas seem to them impossible, and Romanes
was unable to discover a single deaf-mute who possessed
any notions of the supernatural before such conceptions
were conveyed to him by means of signs. Persistently
proclaimed as intuitive by theologians, it seems singular
that the religious sense should be entirely absent in
deaf-mutes born in civilized society, and that, prior to
education, it is difficult to make them realize the religious
fancies their friends and relatives endeavour to impart.
“ For instance,” writes Romanes,

the Rev. S. Smith tells me that one of his pupils,
previous to education, supposed the Bible to have been
printed by a printing press in the sky, which was worked
by printers of enormous strength— this being the only
interpretation the deaf-mute could assign to the
gestures whereby his parents had sought to make him
understand that they believed the Bible to contain a
revelation from a God of power who lives in heaven.
Similarly, Mr. Graham Bell informs me of another,
though similar case, in which the deaf-mute supposed
the object of going to church to be that of doing obeis-
ance to the clergy.

Much as an excited man betrays by his brogue or
foreign accent his alien origin, so do the more impulsive
races retain various of those primitive gestures no longer
requisite for the expression of their thoughts. For
although grimaces, shrugs, and gestures are now un-
necessary to the possessors of a well-developed language,
they continue to employ the signs so essential to our
children, and to the uncivilized in making known their
desires. These and other facts plainly indicate the truth
that all tongues, even the most elaborated, have arisen
from primitive languages of tone and gesture.

A long and largely barren controversy has raged over
the problem of self-consciousness. It is conceded that
the human infant and the lower animals not only realize
the objective existence of bodies around them, but also
realize their relations one to another. But it is some-
times objected that, although brutes are fully conscious
of the objects which comprise surrounding nature, they
entirely lack that individual or self-consciousness ever
present in the human race. If this point be granted, it
is essential to the evolutionist to show thaU'man’s
peculiar self-awareness is derived from the less-developed
consciousness of animals.

Considerable insight concerning this problem may be
obtained through a discriminating study of the more
intelligent animals, while, in the human child, we
possess cogent evidence of the transition from the one
stage of mental progress to the other. In early infancy
the child is much less developed mentally than numerous
adult animal forms.

The self-conscious condition has its basis in animals
so organized that they are compelled to realize that all
the various organs which constitute their bodies form a
common whole. All such a creature’s sensations of
pleasure and pain, it perceptually and receptually
relates to its own structure. The animal easily distin-
guishes its own body and the parts that compose it from
foreign objects. It learns to seek satisfactory conditions,
and to shun unsatisfactory conditions of life. These
and various other causes serve to provide the firm
basis of a unified feeling of individual existence.
Moreover, higher animals are conscious of the mental
states of other organisms, as they conclusively prove by
their complex conduct when at play, in difficulty and
danger, or when by means of wiles and stratagems
they circumvent or overthrow their foes or com-
petitors in the conflict of existence. j» PAUIER

(To be continued.)
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National Secular Society.

Report of Executive KfEETING held on August 30.

The President, Mr. C. Cohen, in the chair. Also present:
Messrs. Baker, Brandes, Eager, Leat, Neate, Neary, Palmer,
Quinton, Roger, Samuels, Thurlow, and Wood ; Miss Rough,
Miss Stanley, Mrs. Rolfe, and the Secretary.

Minutes of the last meeting read and confirmed. Monthly
cash statement presented and adopted.

New members were received for Battersea, Manchester,
Regent’s Park, and Swansea Branches, and the Parent
Society.

An application for the formation of a new Branch at
Battersea was received, and, the Executive’s requirements
having been fulfilled, permission was granted.

The Secretary reported that the Protest Committee against
the Prohibition of Sales of Literature in L.C.C. Parks had
now to meet five summonses issued against sellers of litera-
ture, three of these being against members of the N.S.S.
Two summonses had been adjourned pending the hearing of
the mandamus in the High Court, and the remainder were
yet to be heard. In the meantime, the Committee were
appealing urgently for funds to carry on the defence.

The difficulty of securing halls for winter meetings in
London and the suburbs was discussed, and as all arrange-
ments for a winter campaign were at a deadlock until this
could be somewhat overcome, the members present under-
took to make local inquiries.

Resolution XII. re an interim conference, passed at the
Annual Conference on Whit-Sunday, was then dealt with,
and it was finally agreed that as the present unprecedented
circumstances made it imperative that it should be held in
London, it should take place on October 28, to be followed
by a public meeting in the evening.

The Secretary reported receipt of a grant of £\o from Mr.
Cohen’s Propaganda Fund.

Various items of routine business were disposed of and the

meeting closed. E__M. Vance, General Secretary.

Obituary.

Mr. Robert and Mrs. Mary Lewins, who have for many
years been earnest members of the Newcastle Branch of the
N.S. S., will have in readers of the Freethinker many sym-
pathetic friends in their great sorrow, owing to the sad loss
of their dear son, Lance-Corporal George S. Lewins, aged
nineteen years, who died in France from wounds received in
action on August 25. A quiet, unassuming youth with a wide
knowledge of books, and one of whom much was hoped. One
more innocent victim robbed of the happiness of a useful life.

J. G. B.

It is with regret | have to record the death, on August 30
of Thomas Cooke, of Hyde. He had reached his seventy-
third year. Mr. Cooke was an old Freethinker of thirty-five
years standing. His politics were advanced. He was an
anti-vaccinationist of a most pronounced type. His household
goods had often been taken by the authorities to pay fines.
He was also a strong temperance advocate, being a life
teetotaler, and his father and grandfather were also temper-
ance men— the three between them-accounting for consider-
ably more than one hundred years of advocacy. A Secular
Service was held at the Manchester Crematorium on Monday
last, whither his remains were conveyed, at which a number
of friends attended, the organ being brought into use in the

course of the ceremony. T Sand
. anders.

The poor are at times curiously callous. | well remember
once saying good-bye to a dying man. He was as conscious
as | am now at the present moment. As | let go of his
hand, his old wife said quite casually: “ What day’ll suit
you for the funeral, sir ?”

“ Ain’t she in a ’urry, sir?” whispered the poor fellow,
with a smile.— Raymond Blathwayt, “ Through Life and Round
the World."
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday
and be marked " Lecture Notice ” if not sent on postcard.
LONDON.
Outdoor.
Battersea Park Branch N.S.S. (Battersea Park Gates):
11.15, a Lecture.
Bethnal Green Branch N. S. S. (Victoria Park, near ffie
Fountain) : C.15, A. D. Howell Smith, B.A., a Lecture.
Finsbury Park N. S. S. : 11.15, Percy S. Wilde, a Lecture.
Kingsland Branch N. S. S. (copier of Ridley Road): 7, Mr.
Thurlow, “ Bible and Creation v. Science.”
North London Branch N. S. S. (Parliament Hill) : G30, Miss
Rough, a Lecture.
Regent’'s Park Branch N.S.S.:
B.A., a Lecture.
South London Branch N.S.S.
Burke, a Lecture.
West Ham Branch N. S. S. (outside Maryland Point Station)
7, Mr. Miller, a Lecture.

3.30, R. D. Howell Smith’

(Brockwell Park): 3, E

Hyde Park : 11.30, Messrs. Saphin and Shallcr; 3.15, Messrs-
Dales and Kells; G.30, Messrs. Saphin, Swasey, and Hyatt.

COUNTRY.
Outdoor.

Sheffield N.S.S. (Poole Square): 7.15, T. Dennis, “ Tlie
Christian Scarecrow ; or, The Fallacy of the Judgment Day.”

GOD AND THE AIR-RAID-

The Massacre of tHe Innocents.
A Propagandist Leaflet.
By C. COHEN.

Price 9d. per 100.
(Post free is.)

6s. per 1,000.
(Post free 6s. 6d.)

New issle. %

N

Propagandist leaflets.
Christianity a Stupendous Failure., J. T. Lloyd ; 2
and Tcctotalism, J. M. Wheeler; 3. Principles of Scculans,t
C. Watts; 4. Where Arc Your Hospitals? R. IngersolL 5
Because the Bible Tolls Me So, W. P. Ball; 6. Why Be Good-
G. W. Foote; 7. The Massacre of the Innocents (God and d,c
Air-Raid), C. Cohen. The Parson’s Creed. Often the nic-15
of arresting attention and making new members. Price gd. l%
hundred, post free is. Samples on receipt of stamped addres:
envelope.—N. S. S. Secretary, @ Farringdon Street, E.C. 4-

/COMFORTABLE APARTMENTS, 4J miles (0
VV  Leicester—Widow, without family, would be pleas™ !
hear from Freethinkers wishing to spend their holidays n
Midlands.—Mrs. W. Palmer, King Street, Endcrby,
Leicester.

nexf

ILL “Ted” (E. F.) write as promised, on Sat™
day, August 26, at South Kensington Station, to bi°3
minded " D.,” who is anxiously awaiting to hear ?

USINESS MAN wants two or three Unfurnis
Rooms, one on ground floor, in N.W. or W. district, n
tube or rail to City.—Send terms to Anderson, 11 Salisbury 1
Forest Gate. E. 7.

Population Question and Birth-Control-

Post Free Three Halfpence.

MALTHUSIAN LEAGUE,

Queen Anne’'s Chambers, W estminster S-/’
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A Great WorK at a Low Price.

The Non-Religion of the
Future.

BY
MARIE JEAN GUYAU.

Published 17s. net.
(Postage 6d.)

Price 4s.

For a Freethinker's Bookshelf.

DARWINISM TO-DAY.
By Professor V. L. Kellogg.
A Discussion of the present standing of Darwinism in the

light of later and alternative theories of the Development
of Species.

Published 7s. 6d. net. Price 3s., postage sd.

STUDIES IN ROMAN HISTORY.
By Dr. E. G. Hardy.
Vol. I.—Christianity and the Roman Government.
Vol. 11.—The Armies and the Empire.

Published 12S- net. Price 3s. qd., ppstage 6d.

HISTORY OF SACERDOTAL CELIBACY.
By H. C. Lea.
In two handsome volumes, large 8vo., published at 21s. net.

* 7s., postage 7d.
This is the Third and Revised Edition, 1907, of the
Standard and Authoritative Work on Sacerdotal Celibacy.
Since its issue in 1867 it has held the first place in the
literature of the subject, nor is it likely to lose that
position.

THE ENGLISH WOMAN: STUDIES IN HER
PSYCHIC EVOLUTION.
By D. Staars.
Published gs. net. Price 2s. 6d., postage 5d.
An Evolutionary and Historic Essay on Woman. With

biographical Sketches of Harriet Martineau, George

Eliot, and others.

TIIE CRIMINAL PROSECUTION AND CAPITAL
PUNISHMENT OF ANIMALS.
By E. P. Evans.
A Careful Study of one of the most curious of Mediaeval
Superstitious Practices. There is an Appendix of Docu-
eUents which adds considerably to the value of the work.
Published 190G. With Frontispiece.

1Pp. Published ys. 6d. Price 2s., postage sd.

TIIE WORLD’S DESIRES; OR, THE RESULTS OF
MONISM.

Elementary Treatise on a Realistic Religion and
Philosophy of Human Eife.

N By E. A. Ashcroft.
PPn published at 10s. 6d. Price 2s. 6d., postage sd.

~ r' Ashcroft writes from the point of view of a convinced
recthinker, and deals with the question of Man and the
Universe in a thoroughly suggestive manner.

NATURAL AND SOCIAL MORALS.
p By Carvetii Read.
re7(ssor O/ Philosophy in the University of London.

A 179 Eu”~Eshe”™ at 73, 6d. net. Price 3s., postage sd.
Pine Exposition of Morals from the standpoint pf a
Rationalistic Naturalism.

8\
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By the Hon. A. S. G. Canning.
INTOLERANCE AMONG CHRISTIANS.
Published 5s. Price is. 6d., postage 4d.

RELIGIOUS STRIFE IN BRITISH HISTORY.
Published 5s. Price is. 6d., postage sd.

THE POLITICAL PROGRESS. OF CHRISTIANITY.
Published 5s. Price is. 6d., postage qd.
The Three Volumes post free for 5s.

THREE ESSAYS ON RELIGION.
By J. S. Mill.
Published at 5s. Price is. 6d., postage 4d.

There is no need to praise Mill's Essays on Nature, The

Utility of Religion, and Theism. The work has become a

Classic in the History of Freethought. No greater attack

on the morality of nature and the God of natural theology
has ever been made than in this work.

DETERMINISM OR FREE WILL?
By Chapman Coiien.

Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.

CONTENTS.

I. The Question Stated.—I1. “ Freedom ” and “ Wil|.”—

I11. Consciousness, Deliberation, and Choice.—1V. Some

Alleged Consequences of Determinism.—V. Professor

James on "The Dilemma of Determinism.”—VI. The

Nature and Implications of Responsibility.—VII1. Deter-

minism and Character.—VI11. A Problem in Determinism.
—IX. Environment.

Cloth, is. gd., postage 3d.

THE BIBLE HANDBOOK.
By G. W. Foote and W. P. Ball.

For Freethinkers and Enquiring Christians. New Edition.
162 pp. Cloth. Price is., postage 2d.

FLOWERS OF FREETHOUGHT.
By G. W. Foote.
First Scries, with Portrait, 216 pp. Cloth. Price 2s. fid net,

postage 4d. Second Series, 302 pp. Cloth. Price 2s. fid.
net, postage 4d. The Two Volumes post free for 5s.

Pamphlets.

By G. W. Foote.

ROME OR ATHEISM ? Price 2d., postage Jd.

BIBLE AND BEER. Price id., postage Jd.

MRS. BESANT'S THEOSOPHY. Price id., postage Id.
MY RESURRECTION. Price id., postage Jd.

THE ATHEIST SHOEMAKER. Price id., postage Jd.
CHRISTIANITY AND PROGRESS. Price 2d.,postage Jd.
HALL OF SCIENCE LIBEL CASE. Price 3d., post-

age id.

By Chapman Cohen.

SOCIALISM, ATHEISM, AND CHRISTIANITY. Price
id., postage Jd.
CHRISTIANITY AND SOCIAL ETIIICS. Price id.,

postage Jd.
DEITY AND DESIGN. Price id., postage Jd.
WAR AND CIVILIZATION. Price id., postage Jd.
RELIGION AND THE CHILD. Price id., postage Jd.

By J. T. Lloyd.

PRAYER: ITS ORIGIN, HISTORY, AND FUTILITY.
Price 2d., postage Jd.
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Pamphlets - continued.

By Colonel Ingersoll.
WHY AM | AN AGNOSTIC? Price id., postage ijd.
MISTAKES OF MOSES. Price id., postage d.
A CHRISTIAN CATECHISM. Price 3d., postage id.
WOODEN GOD. Price id., postage d.
THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. Price id., postage
DO | BLASPHEME? Price id., postage d.
HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH. Price id., postage $d.
IS SUICIDE A SIN? AND LAST WORDS ON

SUICIDE. Price id., postage £d.
MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE. Price id., postage £d.
THE GODS. Price 2d., postage id.
LIVE TOPICS. Price id., postage d.
ABRAHAM LINCOLN. Price id., postage £d.
LIMITS OF TOLERATION. Price id., postage |d.
ROME OR REASON. Price id., postage d.
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED?
postage Id.

CREEDS AND SPIRITUALITY. Price id., postage id.
SOCIAL SALVATION. Price id., postage Jd.

Price id.,

By Walter Mann.

PAGAN AND CHRISTIAN MORALITY. Price 2d,
postage id.

THE RELIGION OF FAMOUS MEN. Price id., post-
age id.

NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY.

President:
CHAPMAN COHEN.

Secretary:
Miss E. M. Vance, 62 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.

Principles and Objects.

Secularism teaches that conduct should be based on reason
and knowledge. It knows nothing of divine guidance or
interference; it excludes supernatural hopes and fears; it
regards happiness as man’s proper aim, and utility as his
moral guide.

Secularism affirms that Progress is only possible through
Liberty, which is at once a right and a duty ; and therefore
seeks to remove every barrier to the fullest equal freedom of
thought, action, and speech.

Secularism declares that theology is condemned by reason
as superstitious, and by experience as mischievous, and
assails it as the historic enemy of Progress.

Secularism accordingly seeks to dispel superstition; to
spread education ; to disestablish religion ; to rationalize
morality ; to promote peace ; to dignify labour; to extend
material well-being ; and to realize the self-government of
the people.

Membership.

Any person is eligible as a member on signing the

following declaration :—

| desire to join the National Secular Society, and I
pledge myself, if admitted as a member, to co-operate in
promoting its objects.

Name.
Address.

Occupation

Dated this........... (o =12 0 ) (S

This declaration should be transmitted to the Secretary
with a subscription.

P.S.— Beyond a minimum of Two Shillings per year, every
member is left to fix his own subscription according to his
means and interest in the cause.
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By Mimnermus.
FREETHOUGHT AND LITERATURE.

age id.

Price id., post-

By J. Bentham.
UTILITARIANISM Price id., postage id.
By Lord Bacon.
PAGAN MYTHOLOGY. Price 3d., postage lid.

By D. Hume.
ESSAY ON SUICIDE. Price id., postage id.
MORTALITY OF SOUL. Price id., postage id.
LIBERTY AND NECESSITY. Price id., postage id.

By M. Mangasarian.
MARTYRDOM OF HYPATIA. Price id., postage id-

By Diderot and Holbach.
CODE OF NATURE. Price id., postage id.

By Anthony Collins.
FREEWILL AND NECESSITY. Price 3d., postage id-

About Id. in the 1s. should be added on all Foreign ~
Colonial orders.

The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C. 4e

Immediate Practical Objects.

The Legitimation of Bequests to Secular or the Feee'
thought Societies, for the maintenance and propagation O
heterodox opinions on matters of religion, on the saine
conditions as apply to Christian or Theistic churches °r
organizations.

The Abolition of the Blasphemy Laws, in order
Religion may be canvassed as freely as other subject
without fear of fine or imprisonment.

The Disestablishment and Disendowment of the Sta*e
Churches in England, Scotland, and Wales.

The Abolition of all Religious Teaching and Bible Rcad'rf
in Schools or other educational establishments supported W
the State.

The Opening of all endowed educational institutions to 1
children and youth of all classes alike. j

The Abrogation of all laws interfering with the free usCje
Sunday for the purpose of culture and recreation ; and
Sunday opening of State and Municipal Museums, Libraf* 1
and Art Galleries. .

A Reform of the Marriage Laws, especially to scC
equal justice for husband and wife, and a reasonable hoe
and facility of divorce.

The Equalization of the legal status of men and wonl
so that all rights may be independent of sexual distinctly® L

The Protection of children from all forms of violence. ,
from the greed of those who would make a profit ou
their premature labour. * L

The Abolition of all hereditary distinctions and prv'c
fostering a spirit antagonistic to justice and human bro
hood. p,

The Improvement, by all just and wise means, of the »
ditions of daily life for the masses of the people, e8PeQjs
in towns and cities, where insanitary and incommO 1
dwellings, and the want of open spaces, cause
weakness and disease, and the deterioration of family I e

The Promotion of the right and duty of Labour to °r™ jts
itself for its moral and economical advancement, and O
claim to legal protection in such combinations.

The Substitution of the idea of Reform for that of PuD p0
ment in the treatment of criminals, so that gaols nia™0),
longer be places of brutalization, or even of mere detcD
but places of physical, intellectual, and moral elevatio®
those who are afflicted with anti-social tendencies. scCufe

An Extension of the moral law to animals, so as to
them humane treatment and legal protection against

The Promotion of Peace between nations, and the s® ai
tution of Arbitration for War in the settlement of interna 1

disputes.
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