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Whatever villainy exists in the world is compounded of
et is inborn and what comes by circumstance; there is
~thing too base and detestable, but it is the consequence
~some adequate cause; and if we are to make allow-
aiesfor an causeless wickedness, there is an end of
A emnation.—Sir Henry Taylor

Booming the Bible.

j @Ry everyone is familiar with the picture of an
flaian chief—dressed in the manner depicted in
books of adventure—receiving from the hands
the late Queen Victoria a copy of the Bible. Ac-
">anying the picture is the descriptive legend,
w«B source of England’s greatness,” this being—so
@the story—the remark made by Queen Victoria
G nrking the presentation. Unfortunately—for
fistians—Queen Victoria never made any such
ANtation to any such Indian ohief, and she never
@ , any sueh remark. But from a Christian point
view the legend is ben trovato, and he is a very
th°r kind of Christian propagandist who will allow
i circumstance of the story being untrue to
ds ™ way of its oiroulation. It keeps the
it made on behalf of the Bible before the people;
ML <lverti8es the importance of the olergy, and the
W>e Christianity; and anything that does these
j,88 oarries with it its own justification.
~tg0? a paragraph in the daily papers of a reoent
{LI t see there is to be a new endeavor to boom the
~ 0> The Bishop of Durham, Lord Blythswood,
anumber of olergymen—all quite disinterested
(oftl0 >n suoh a task—*“are at work on a plan
» ~vertising the Bible, preferably in the lay press.
8 Promoters of the plan contend that the very
by LWay to reach the greatest number of people is
ertising. They also contend that the lay press
tot iatOs among just the class of people they wish
S abh, while they hold the opinion that the vast
ee ri®y °f people seldom read the Bible at all, and,
Iitla)j310re seldom, study it carefully and prayerfully.”
parely>this oommittee announces that it will pre-
and distribute “ gratis to any applicants ” a
A the Bible as a guide to those unfamiliar

1h
&6~ %5 ! The Bible Advertising Syndicate (no
°te attaohed to the paragraph cited, but this

Ottee™-ars.  we”™ exPre8Q the purpose of the com-
Pli»f18 *n Prooess °f formation, and when it is
®&ed we may expect to see things done in the
I@lban rovod business style. In newspapers—and
°n boardings—we may expect in flaming
tot?>» ea>" Do You Bead the Bible? If not, why
*r puthVv*?ave ~ on the Bible? A sure cure
ills. Worth a guinea a page. Full in-
%}2 S for nse [the 1Key” above named] with
Onge wsad, always used. -N.B.—Beware
i f°n8'- Copies issued by a syndicate with
#%) «n erain Rome are only warthless imitations.
Jn3e 188Qed by an older firm, hailing originally
tu 4’ are Scomplete.”

f°stan re nee<*be no laok testimonials, in the
S the TAOd Otyle- 1 suggest that the following,
yeard u Ger>published in the religious journals a

i,» back, should head the list :—
A BiHOfton mad the Bibla. 1 like to read jt €very night,
1,700 ° 103 on a table at my bedside. find the most
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beautiful thoughts expressed in it. | cannot under-
stand how it is that so many persons pay so little atten-
tion to the Holy Scriptures. Can anyone read the
Gospels and other portions of the Bible without feeling
convinced that the words contain a simple truth estab-
lished in unquestionable facts. Whenever | have to
make any decision, | ask myself what the Bible would
teach me to do in that particular case. The Bible is to
me the fountain from which | draw light and strength.
In hours of sorrow and depression, | seek consolation
therein.”

Following these—of course, a long and respectful
way behind—could come a selection of testimonials
from the Salvation Army. Mr. Harold Begbie would
doubtless be happy to prepare these. But one feels
that our old friend the converted burglar, brought to
see the error of his ways when too old to follow his
usual calling, and the wife-beater, made repentant
and happy after he has worried his wife into her
grave and ruined the lives of his children, ought to
occupy a prominent place in the literature issued by
this Bible-booming syndicate. It might be even
possible to enlist Mr. Bottomley’s help in this direc-
tion. This testimonial-compiling business admits of
almost endless development, and | am quite sure it
will not be lost sight of by the committee.

There are, however, one or two things told the
newspaper man which would have been, | fancy, better
unsaid. For instance, “ the vast majority of the
people seldom read the Bible at all." That seems
to be a most unwise admission. 1| do not question
its truth, in fact I know it is an under-statement
rather than an over-statement of the truth. Very
few people read the Bible. They carry it to church
or chapel, and maybe dutifully turn to selected pas-
sages. It is in nearly every house—where it is put
to various useful purposes. But really few read it as
they would read another book, copies of whioh were
as numerous. And, in all probability, amongst those
who do read it a large number of them do not
believe in it—in a religious sense.

Still, it seems unwise—from a Christian point of
view—to advertise the fact. For we have been held
up to people of other nations—especially to the
heathen Chinese and Hindoos, and the like, as essen-
tially Bible students. Missionaries assure them that
our greatness results from our belief in the Bible.
The Rev. Dr. Horton onoe said that the whole differ-
ence between ourselves and the Chinese resulted in
the difference of religion. If they had the Bible, they
would be as we are; if we were without the Bible, we
should be as they are. And the Chinese looked at us
—and decided to leave the Bible alone. We have
been held up to the world as the people of a Book,
and | verily believe some people believed that
every Englishman went to bsd with a Bible under
his pillow. And now to inform the world that few
people read the Bible at all, and still fewer study it
religiously, is letting the oat out of the bag with a
vengeanoe. It may even lead to some people ques-
tioning the “ souroo of England’'s greatness” story.
For how oan a book be the source of England’s
greatness if few English people bother about it ?

It might even be questioned whether the mere fact
of announcing an intention to advertise the Bible
is a wise one. It is never a good polioy for min-
isters of religion to speak too plainly. People may
understand them; and understanding is the beginning
of wisdom—and the end of religion. But some people



may be led to wonder what on earth the clergy—
40,000 of them—have been doing ail their lives
except advertising the Bible. Their work is mainly
this. They owe their position as a class to it3 as-
sumed value. In its absence their whole religion is
without visible means of support. And to justify
their power, their pay, and th6ir position, they have
assured the nation that the life of its people is so
saturated with the Bible that to separate the two,
even to keep it out of the schools, is to make
English history a chaos. They have advertised the
Bible because the Bible supported them. And it is a
not unreasonable assumption that if our huge army of
priests and their supporters are now compelled to
form a society for advertising the Bible, the resolve
carries with it a plain confession of their present fail-
ure, without any assurance of their future success.
There is, in sober truth, no other book so exten-
sively advertised as th8 Bible. Millions of money are
spent on it, and thousands of people are engaged
in the work. The advertisement is such that it
has become almost a part of the furniture of
every house. It is placed in schools in a privileged
position, so that the children may grow up with the
conviction that in some way or other it is vastly
superior and more important than any other book.
It appears in our law courts, so that a man may
hardly receive seven days for being drunk and dis-
orderly or hung for murder unless the book is made
part of the scene. It is distributed by ths hundreds
of thousands at a price that barely pays the cost of
paper and printing. Religious writers and preachers
are daily advertising its value with a persistency that
must make the firms of Baecham and Pears jealous.
It lives by advertisement, and by advertisement alone.
Drop all this advertising machinery, and in the course
of a generation the Bible would be read only to the
extent, and for the same reasons, that we read the
early history and primitive mythologies of other
peoples. Other books have had to work their way
into fame on the strength of their own merits ;
and in this way their survival is a rough and ready
test of their excellence. No party or class boomed
Shakespeare, but he has become the pride of the best
of our nation, and his sayings are household words.
The Bible has never done this. It is the book
of a religion, the certificate of a caste—established
by law, not by public taste. Even the literary
excellence of the Bible does not belong to it as
a book. It is the gift of several generations of
translators, polishing and repolishing its sentences
until no further improvements could be made. And
now, a3a climax, we have a committee formed for the
avowed purpose of advertising it! Just as though it
were soap or pills. ¢. Cghen>

A Perplexing Christian Problem.

The sovereignty of God in the universe is an alleged
fact, the denial of which is generally regarded as a
symptom of the thorough depravity of the human
heart. The Bible declares again and again that
“ God reigneth over the nations.” “ Let the heavens
be glad, and let the earth rejoice; and let them say
among the nations, the Lord reigneth.” But if God
sitteth as “ king for ever,” and “ reigneth among the
nations,” does it not inevitably follow that he is
absolutely supreme everywhere, and that it is impos-
sible to thwart him in the execution of his will ?
Indeed, he is often defined as a being who death
according to his will, both in heaven and on earth,
and to whom none can say, “ What doeat thou ” ?
The same doctrine has been systematically promul-
gated by the orthodox Churoh in ail ages. The
Shorter Catechism informs ns that “ the decrees of
God are his eternal purpose, according to the counsel
of his will, whereby, for his own glory, he hath fore-
ordained whatsoever comes to pass.” But if God,
who is omnipotent, omniscient, omnipresent, and
all-good, be supreme, does not this supremacy neces-
sarily involve the regnancy of righteousness and
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truth in all parts of the world ? If everything &
comes to pass has been foreordained, are we not boon
to conclude that a righteous Deity must have fore-
ordained only those events which are right and gooo
Consequently, people are anxiously asking, “whb?
does not God stop the War” ? The Rev. T. Rhona™
Williams endeavors to answer this question in alo»
article in the Christian World for November 4.

is well known, Mr. Williams is a New Theology
whose attempts to solve difficult problems are awel
marked by great ingenuity and plausibility, bi“
present endeavor to explain why God does not_a®
cannot stop the War is more ingenious than plans») =
He goes back to the Gospel Jesus for what heregar
as a vital principle. When Jesus was being eme j
persecuted and threatened with aviolent terminate
of his career, God did not intervene to protect W/
from bis enemies, but allowed him to be crucified®
malefactor. Mr. Williams says :—

“ We find that the God who conld have sent
legions of angels only sent one angel, and that insl
of saving Jesus from the ordeal, he strengthened hiOA~
it. What would have happened if the angels baa co ™
either to destroy those people or to carry Jesus ou
their reach? Is it not evident on reflection that
would have destroyed the character of Jesus, ana
impossible the work which he had done for the wo#
If the angels had come, Christianity would neve»
been.”

Lst ns pause a moment here. It is true that b
there been angels, and had there been a God ~
could have sent them, Christianity would never “®&"
been. The advent of Christianity and its oonti»
existence and history in the world demonstrate
non-existence of its Divinity. Mr. Williams t*10®
make much of the fact that, comparatively 9Pe B’
there were so few miraculous interventions in th®
of Jesus, which, he concludes, comes to this: «
could not have saved Jesus without destroying
So important is this statement, in the reTelj,
gentleman’s opinion, that the whole of it is italicl ™
as is also the principle deduced from the Hsaye”
Father's treatment of his son Jesus, which ©
follows:— te

“ Miraculous rescues out of situations which at® o
outcome of processes would undo the whole meau”y
the processes, and make the world and life abso /i
unintelligible. It would make moral trainilb ~
spiritual growth impossible.  This, | think, * ,j
explanation why God does not do things win, ~
often think he might do. If God to day COUIdiﬂdb
legions of angels to the battlefields to put an i
the fighting, bad as war is, that would be
the world. For this reason, the world has g°“
War what it deserves ; what it prepared for.”
That is how Mr. Williams tries to exone#Q~.
Divine Being from all blame for his masterly Jy
tivity during the War. Ha does not stop
because Europe deserves it, and because, if b0/ i O
it, he would do Europe far greater harm than tn
itself is doing. . jb®

Mr. Williams does not seem to realise
justification of God in relation to the ” ar,jOg
reality, his moat fatal condemnation. ~00?aJs»
the teaoching of his artiole, the European nati
now reaping what they have been sowing pifli
generations. To save them from this bitter ial
would be to cast the moral world into utter @ piGi
and render moral character and spiritual 1
rnent quite impossible. This is an attempt b~ g)#
wash God’'s charaoter at the expense of black-

“ To have the War ended by supernatural g
tion would not affect the fighting spirit in a »--
it would do nothing whatever to settle dispute ’
to change ambitions, to get rid of hatrea, *
soften rivalry. It would leave the roots o
touched. The best thing for all the »at*O® jjjcb
rible as war is, is to suffer the anguish c
own doings or their own neglect have br ,'0q ~
them, and through that anguish and tribu
the better way of life.” ~Nif

Does not Mr. Williams see how utterly poy
limiting of God-redemptive and regenerat &j i
is? Does he not think, that if his God 9
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could end the War, he could also, with equal ease and
flight, uproot the fighting spirit of the combatants,
5 put a new spirit within them, take away the
atony heart out of their flesh, and give them a
heart of flesh in its stead ? But the reverend gen-
tleman does a more humiliating injustice still to his
loving Heavenly Father when, by implication, he
admits that his government of the world has been a
stupendous farce. He says that we havs no right to
oomplain of the frightful destruction of civilian life
aud private property by Zeppelins which periodically
visit our land, because all nations alike encouraged
the development of aircraft, and that it does not
become us to deplore the enormous loss of life on
the various battlefields, because all the Powers in-
volved approved of the rapid increase of competitive
armaments. In consequence of all this, Mr. Williams
would not pray for supernatural intervention to end
the War, even if he knew that in answer to his
prayer such intervention would take place, because
ho thinks “ it is better that we should suffer the
result of our own doings, or our own neglect, as the
ease may be, in order that we may work out our own
character.” But he forgets that all the drifting
towards war for the last forty years occurred while
"he Lord of lords and King of kings sat upon the
World's throne, and was believed to be governing
Mankind in righteousness and truth. (The view ad-
vocated by Mr. Williams is doubtless true, but, while
holding it, he ought logically and ethically to be an
atheist. At any rate, he gives his God away with-
°ot a single qualm. His whole article is funda-
mentally anti-Theistic, though he wrote it as a
servant of the Lord.

Mr. Williams closes his article on a sentimental,
vaguely pietistic key. He believes in God even while
Conducting an argument that wholly discredits him.

e believes in prayer, though he acolines to pray for
victory, or for any angelic interposition. But he
hoes “ not believe that God can do any good which
“0 is not doing,” and he has the audacity to add
‘hat “ there is a limit to God in his relation to his
creation.” At this moment he is doing for us all
"hat he possibly can without destroying our souls.
As a matter of fact, however, the limitation of God’s
Possible activity is on such a scale that neither Mr.
Williams nor anyone else can furnish the least
Evidence that he ever does anything at all for any-

°~y whatsoever. We do know that believers have
cever exhibited the slightest approach to the exer-
18q of superhuman power. It is easy enough for
pgymen to assert that they get spiritual accessions
" Power which do not belong to them as mere indi-
iduals, but only belong to them as spirits, one with
j?8 spirit of God; but of the truth of that assertion
¢ ey never can adduce one scrap of proof. They
f 2rely grow sentimental, and imagine that they are
dung the truth.

~ke problem of God’s relationship to the world
.Qu its administration is absolutely insoluble. What

8"he ueo Of telling a man that he is “ not alone in
gating his battles, in bearing the result of his own
0IDg8, in working out the meaning of his own ohar-
cter,” when the sense of any companionship other

human is nothing but an emotion dependent

Pun a certain belief wholly unverifiable in actual
g®? Mr. Williams frankly admits that parents
;«not make their prayer “ a shield for their boy’s
¢ dy if he goes into the battlefield, the most prayed
oJ teitlg just as liable to a German bullet as any
Bolr?*™ relations and friends pray for the
tjj «<iers at the Front, they do but think deeply of
their' anii give expression to their good wishes on
oo behalf. ~All else is but erratic fancy or vain
«gen. The only bonds that bind human beings
Br = er aro those of human love, sympathy, and

Vice, all other bonds being imaginary only. The
iQ «'cot God isintroduced upon the soene, it becomes
applicable, full of chaos and confusion, of sadness
bjg ~satisfaction. God only complicates the pro-
ig >and makes its solution impossible. The exist-
«oaditicms of the world cannot be harmonised

any conception of Divinity ever elaborated.
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Of such oonceptions, Meredith represents Nature as
saying
“ And | spin none ; only show,
Would humanity soar from its worst,
Winged above darkness and dole,
How flesh unto spirit must grow.
Spirit raves not for a goal.
Shapes in man's likeness hewn
Desires not: neither desires
The sleep or the glory : it trusts ;
Uses my gifts, yet aspires.”

J. T. LLOSD.

G. W. Foote—As a Man.—llI.

(Continued from p. 710.)

A MAN is known by his friends, and Mr. Foote had a
very wide circle of acquaintances. His correspondents
ranged from George Meredith, the greatest writer of
his generation, to obscure people who wrote to him
for sympathy or advice. With his remarkable gifts,
it was inevitable that he should attract attention.
His readings from Robert Browning's poems in the
“ seventies " attracted the notice of the great poet,
who wrote an appreciative letter congratulating Mr.
Foote on his selection of the “ gold” from his verse,
and adding that he was “ able to bring it to the sur-
face.” Years after he corresponded with the ill-fated
John Davidson, and the last letters of the series were
written just prior to the poet’s death. Mr. Foote was
very intimate with James Thomson, the author of
The City of Dreadful Night, and their letters make
delightful reading. Indeed, chapters might be written
on the friendship of these two very remarkable men.
In later years Mr. Foote numbered among his corre-
spondents Thomas Hardy and Bernard Shaw, for both
of whom he had areal admiration. Shaw’s letters are
very characteristic, and he sent presentation copies
of his books, with autograph inscriptions, from time
to time. Ha was also friendly with William T. Stead,
the famous journalist, and they saw a good deal of
one another during the time of the Torrey exposure,
in which Stead rendered very valuable help. There
were letters, too, from Colonel Ingersoil, but latterly
the correspondence was mainly conducted by the
Colonel’s son-in-law. A pathetic interest attaches
to the long series of letters written by Frederick W.
Walsh, an afflicted admirer of Mr. Foote's, who wrote
beautifully with hi3 pencil held in his teeth. Other
notable correspondents included Robert Blatchford
and Austin Harrison. With Horatio Bottomley the
Chief was on the most friendly terms, and | hope that
some day an account of their early association will be
given to the world.

Mr. Foote's life was a strenuous one, and even his
holidays were concerned with Freethought. His trip
to America and his journey to Rome, although there
was work to do, were very happy experiences. He
really enjoyed himself, and his record of his impres-
sions reflected a buoyanoy of spirit which resulted
from these pleasant interludes. The gay freedom
of tho press in the States amused him, and he
sent me copies of the American papers, containing
interviews with himself, with the humorous com-
ment, “ What do you think of the land of tall build-
ings and tall statements ?” But he felt that he was
amongst friends, and he wrote with enthusiasm of
his meetings with Colonel Ingersoil and George
Maodcnald, and of his Kkind reception every-
where. He was always proud of the faot that
Mangasarian held the flag in the West, and he
popularised that scholar's admirable writings in
England by reprinting them in the columns of the
Freethinker.

He was a brilliant and powerful talker; and to
listen to his conversation was to add to one’s edu-
cation. Few men so overpaid the smallest suggestion
with such a wealth of principle. And he made his
companions feel quite at home. You never felt as if
you were piling up something upon the oold mass of
information in his mind. You seemed to be tossing
fuel into a glowing intelligence by whioh these
enormous masses had long been fanned. One might
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fill a book with his happy bon-mots. Speaking of
Punch one day ho said, “ Thors is no blood in it
since the great Leeoh dropped off.” Referring to
the trial of Joan of Aro he remarked, “ A lily in
the jaws of hell.” Speaking of his friend Wheeler's
fondness for buying books on the barrows at Far-
ringdon-street, he said, “ Kind-hoarted Joe. He can't
bear to see a book in the rain.” He never objected
to a joke against himself. He laughed merrily when
| told him that a waiter at one of our favorite res-
taurants had asked me if my friend “was on the
music-halls.”

A singularly well-bred man, he had a vast fund of
general knowledge and observation befitting a man
of action. His memory was phenomenal, and he
seemed unable to forget. His lecture-notes were
simply a few lines on a half-sheet of notepaper,
and from them he could speak for an hour or two.
In his lectures, no less than in his conversation, he
gave his hearers the result of long years of patient
and exhaustive study, which his enemies would have
us believe were spent in idle amusement, and in the
sacrifice of duty to pleasure. Every book in his
library was bought for the sole purpose of adding
to his knowledge, and few men ever read more
closely. After one of his lectures, an opponent
referred to him as “ a walking encyclopaedia.” “ I
wish | could have returned the compliment,” said
Mr. Foote afterwards, “ but | could hardly tell the
man he was a volume bound in calf.”

His readiness on the platform was extraordinary.
Once when he had been lecturing on “ An Hour in
Hell,” a clergyman present complained of the cruel
attack on religious belief. “ 1 am not cruel,” replied
Mr. Foote. “If | took the audience to hell, I brought
them baok again.” At another lecture entitled “ After
Death—What?” an opponent complained bitterly
that Mr. Foote had not told him what would happen
after his (the speaker’s) death. The Chief looked
blandly at him, and said, “ Without being dogmatic,
I should say a funeral.” On one rare occasion an
awful snowstorm depleted his audience. When he
rose to address them, be began, “ When two or
three are gathered together in my name.”

All who knew him must remember his beautiful,
soft voice, with its marvellous range. Always indi-
vidual, he invested his reoitals with his own person-
ality. His rendering of Hood’s Bridge of Sighs and
of Tennyson's Rizpah were revelations. As for his
Shakespearean recitations, no actor of our time
rivalled him, excepting Salvini. His rendering of
Othello’s last speech, and of Shylook, and Hamlet's
soliloquy were masterpieces. Indeed, he could easily
have taken a foremost position on the stage had he
oared to do so. But he recognised that he had nobler
work to do, and he did a soldier's work, and was
satisfied with a soldier’'s pay. As a young man, he
was singularly handsome, and he had fair hair. This
gives point to the compliment paid him by Mr.
Cunningham Grahame, after one of the Chief’s finest
speeches, “ Thou hast conquered, 0 pale Galilean.”

This thing | know. George William Foote has
done more good than many admired philanthropists.
His sympathies were universal, his charity only
bounded by his income, his helpfulness unending.
He has saved many a poor Freethinker's home from
destruction. Men and women in trouble never
appealed to him in vain. Once, when a poor derelict
had left him the richer by a sovereign, | said that I
feared the money would be spent in a public-house.
He flashed his eyes on me, and said, “ What of it ?
He will be happy for an hour or so ' His heart was
pure gold, as his brain was pure crystal. He was a
man amongst men.

In looking through the dead Leader’s private desk
after his death, we found in one of the drawers a
pair of baby’'s shoes, brittle with age. They were
the first shoes worn by his first child, now a hand-
some woman with a baby-boy of her own. For many
years those tiny shoes had been one of his most
treasured possessions. And this man, as tender-
hearted as he was brave, occupied one of the most
onerous positions, and was the object of countless
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libels and calumnies. It was like him to hide his
feelings from the gaze of the world. Those who
saw him “ clad in compleat steal,” in the forefront of
the battle, thought him hard and stern, but his
close friends knew his great and noble heart:—

“ Nevermore, O heart of gold,

Loyal comrade, perfect knight,
Shall we see thee as of old.

Us thy charm of speech will hold,
Us thy sharp sword bring delight
Nevermore—O heart of gold.

Never, wroth for honor sold,
Never, glad for wrong set right,
Shall we see thee as of old.

Shall that kindest hand enfold
Ours with pressure warm and light ;
Nevermore, O heart of gold,
Shall we see thee as of old.”
Mimnermus.

The Fourth Gospel.

The Alleged Trial of Jesds.
In the three Synoptical Gospels Jesus, after b*3
arrest, is led away to the high priest's bOlflse
undergo a preliminary examination by Caiapbaa
before sending him to Pilate, In the Fourth Gospel.
however, the writer says:—

“ They led him to Annas first; for he was father io
law to Caiaphas, who was high priest that ye(Ol
(xviii. 13). t

Then follows some questioning by “ the high priest,
after which the writer says:—

“ Annas therefore sent him bound unto Caiaphas tb0
high priest” (xviii. 24).

From this somewhat “ mixed” account it is nC
certain whether the Jesus of the Fourth Gospel wa
brought before Annas or Caiaphas—or both. 1
either case the writer has sat aside the tbrO
Synoptic accounts, and has given us an entirely oe
one, which he, no doubt, composed himself. 1Q"
we read (John xviii. 19—24):— t n

“ The high priest asked Jesus of his disciples aac* °
his teaching. Jesus answered him, | have
openly to the world; | ever taught in synagoguesi a
in the temple....... Why askest thou me? Ask t ~
that heard what | spake unto them ?....... And w”enoCli
had said this, one of the officers standing by s“ .g
Jesus with his hand, saying, Answerest thou the o
priest so ?”

Here the pseudo-John has invented and fraudnleh”
recorded a new indignity towards his Savior,
evidently could not resist the temptation to a
and rewrite the older Gospel narratives, even »
they related to the trial of his Lord and Master.
The trial and Cruoifixion he has placed a
earlier than that given in the other three GospQ
viz., on the day when the paschal lamb was SaOd
eaten in the evening—so that the chief priests
other accusers of Jesus, after delivering *kOir *gt
soner to Pilate, were unable to go into the Dyt
Hall where the trial was held “ that they ofS. gg),

be defiled, but might eat the passover” (XVINOtbO
As a consequence, the accusers remained outs-d g
hall, and Pilate had to go out to them to hea”g
aoousation, then to return to the court to flnGoSgr0
Jesus, then to go out again and tell the aoc .¢©O
what he thought, then to return and further Nijs
Jesus—and so on, throughout the examination* ~ :
was the pseudo-John’s idea of condnoting a ”gi-
but no Roman procurator would have alloffe
self to be played with in this absurd manner. fle0]
accusers were unable to enter the court that » ® 1
procurator would have postponed the trial a° jg”iOl
could attend. Neither, again, would the
authorities have arrested Jesus at a time w ,, tgH>
could not enter a court of justice without .Y
defiled " : they would have put off the ar ateilf
another day. There can thus be no doubt ~ fl thO
as to the fictitious character of the accouo
Fourth Gospel.
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From this account | will only notice some of the
additions by the presbyter John :—

John xviii. 29—31.—* Pilate went out nnto them and
saith, What accusation bring ye against the man ? They
answered and said, | f this man were not an evil-doer,
we should not have delivered him up unto thee. Pilate
said unto them, Take him yourselves, and judge him
according to your law. The Jews said, It is not lawful
for us to put any man unto death.”

Here the accusation brought against Jesus recalls
the words put in the mouth of that Savior by the
pseudo-John—" If it were not so, I would have told
you.” It was the writer of the Fourth Gospel, and
hot the Jewish accusers, who framed the accusation.
H was also the Gospel writer, and not the accusers,
who stated that the Jewish Sanhedrim had no power
‘to put any man to death.” The Jews, like every
°ther nation subjeot to the Romans, had supreme
authority in all matters connected with their religion,
&d had power in those matters to take whatever
Measures they thought necessary.

John xviii, 33—85.—Pilate “ said unto Jesus, Art thou
the king of the Jews? Jesus answered, Sayest thou
this of thyself, or did others tell it thee concerning me ?
Pilate answered, Am | a Jew ? Thine own nation
delivered thee unto me : what hast thou done ? Jesus
answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my
kingdom were of this world, then would my servants
fight, that | should not be delivered to the Jews,” etc.

Here again, it was the pseudo-John, and not Jesus,
~ho was responsible for the reply to Pilate. The
Msolent words in italics are just what might be
6pected of a writer who has made his Savior talk
a’d act like one who was scarcely sane.

John xix. 9—11.—Pilate “ saith unto Jesus, Whence
art thou ? But Jesus gave him no answer. Pilate
therefore saith unto him, Speakest thou not unto me ?
Koowest thou not that I have power to release thee,
and have power to crucify thee? Jesus answered,
Thou wouldest have no "power against me, except it were
given thee from above," etc.

~hase questions and answers, like the preceding, are
Purely imaginary: they merely tend to show that
190 pseudo-John was a past master in veiled insolence.
John xix. 12—" The Jews cried out saying, If thou
release this man thou art not Cagar's friend ; every one
that maketh himself a king speaketh against Caesar.”

?bis threat must not be regarded as uttered by the
,  —w”° won” DOF <are makO it. It is one of
ae silly ideas of the pseudo-John. Pilate, as we
Uow from Josephus, would not have stood threats
r’M the Jewish priests for a single moment.

The Alleged Crucifixion.

®he compilers of the first three Gospels took their
~counts of the crucifixion of Jesus from the primi-
Gospel in use in their day3—one of whioh (that
1"JHark) being known to the presbyter John. The
B individual, however, took the liberty of altering
j 6 more ancient narrative wherever he thought fit.
~11 here notice only some of his additions.
John xix. 17—"They took Jesus therefore; and he
WOnt out, bearing his cross himself, unto the place
called Golgotha, where they crucified him.”

throe Synoptical Gospels Jesus did not carry
9cross himself ; it was borne by Simon of Cyrene
ery step of the way (Matt, xxvii. 82 ; Luke xxiii. 26).

.. John xix. 19—21.—*“ And Pilate wrote a title, and put
‘“ °n the cross. And there was written, Jesus the

f azarene, the King of the Jews....... and it was written

th Hebrew, and in Latin, and in Greek. The Jews
jherefore said to Pilate, Write not, The King of the
ew8. ijnt that he said, | am the king of the Jews,

tj late answered, What | have written | have written.”

t?

of r38 Writer has credited Pilate with a knowledge
hioj r?w, as well as of Latin and Greek, and makes
'Vrite the name three times—for no earthly
attempt to make Pilate alter what he

'frittea is another of the pseudo-John’s ab-
soril?.les- In the other three Gospels the super-

ptlon reads

Mark— » The King of the Jews.”
, Ue—" This is the King of the Jews.”
Jatt.— This is Jesus the King of the Jews.”
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The pseudo-John has simply added the full name—
“ Jesus the Nazarene ” to the superscription of Mark.
The words “ written in Hebrew, and in Latin, and in
Greek ” found their way from the Fourth Gospel into
Luke's account in some of the very late MSS. from
whioh the Authorised Version was made: but they
are not found in earlier MSS. written in the fourth
century, and are therefore omitted in Luke xxxiii. 88
in the Revised Version.

John xix, 23, 24.—* The soldiers when they had cru-
cified Jesus, took his garments, and made four parts, to
every soldier a part; and also the coat: now the coat
was without seam, woven from the top throughout.
They said therefore, Let us not rend it, but cast lots for
it whose it shall be: that the scripture might be fulfilled
which saith, They parted my garments among them, and
upon my vesture did they cast lots."

The words in italica are from Psalm xxii., whioh was
believed by the early Christians to be a prediction
referring to Jesus Christ: hence, the soldiers were
represented as casting lots for his garments. The
words are an example of Hebrew parallelism, in
which two short sentences in slightly different terms
are employed in describing the same thing. Thus,
the second sentence—* Upon my vesture they cast
lots "—is but a varied repetition of the first—*" They
parted my garments among them "—the meaning
being that the garments were divided by casting lots.
This was clearly understood by the three Synoptists,
who say “ They parted his garments among them,
casting lots.” The pseudo-John, however, took each
of the sentences as referring to different articles of
apparel, and therefore gave his Savior five garments
—one for each of the four soldiers, and a “ coat ” or
tunic woven and without seam, which could not be
divided. A complete suit, in humble life, in those
days comprised only an under and an outer garment.
The pseudo-John’s mistake was very similar to that
of Matthew, who placed Jesus upon two asses, when
only one was meant—“ a colt, the foal of an ass”
(Matt. xxi. 4—7).

John xix. 25—27.—* There were standing by the
cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary
the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus
saw his mother, and the disciple whom he loved standing
by, he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son 1
Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy mother ! And
from that hour the disciple took her unto his own
home.”

Here the pseudo-John has made another foolish
addition. The foot of the cross wa3 not the place
for three women to be standing, unless they desired
to mix with the rabble, or to watoh the agony and
contortions of three nude cruoified men. The
Synoptists were fully aware of this, and they say—
“ And there were also women beholding from afar.”
Again, Jesus during his ministry contributed nothing
towards the support of his mother, who, besides,
appears to have had other son3 who did take care of
her. The fisherman, John, had no home to take her
to, unless he went baok to Zebedee bis father, and
resumed his fishing: he could not oarry her about
with him if he went preaohing.

John xix. 33—37.—“ When they came to Jesus, and
saw that he was dead already, they brake not his legs :
howbeit one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his
side....... These things came to pass that the scripture
might be fulfilled, A bone of him shall not be broken.
And again another scriptue saith, They thall look on
him whom they pierced.”

The paragraph from whioh the foregoing extract is
taken is perhaps the most outrageous of the large
number of frauds in this Gospel. The writer wished
to make his Savior fulfil two Old Testament pro-
phecies—that “ A bone of him shall not be broken”
(Paalm xxxiv. 20), and that “ They shall look on him
whom they pierced” (Zech. xii. 10). Hence, after
Jesus was dead, he represents the Jews as going to
Pilate and asking him to have the legs of the men
crucified broken, so that they would not be alive
after sunset, when the Sabbath commenced. To this
cruel action he made Pilate agree: consequently
Jesus, being dead, bad no bones broken. Next, in
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order to fulfil the second prophecy, he made one of
the soldiers pierce the body of Jesus with a spear.
Having completely altered the older Gospel nar-
ratives upon so many points, the pseudo-John now
began to be somewhat doubtful as to whether his
new Gospel would be allowed to pass for that of
John the apostle : he therefore makes that imaginary
individual, without naming him, solemnly declare
that every statement was absolutely true. He
represents that apostle as saying :—
John xix. 35.—“ And he that hath seen hath borne
witness, and his witness is true : and ha knoweth that
he 8aith true, that ye also may believe.”

Here we have two deliberate falsehoods. We have
not the testimony of the apostle John for any of the
events related in the fourth Gospel : the writer of
that Gospel knew perfectly well that all his additions
were fabrications. One more paper will, 1 think,

bring this series to a close. abracadabra.

Into the Quiet.

Ripe were the nuts of the hazels that wooded the
glens. Golden brown was the bracken that clothed
the hills. Laden with grains of loam were the
waters ; for th9 rains had filled the irrigation chan-
nels, and the mountain earth was loose amongst the
roots of the heather. Thick with mist was the air,
and warm withal. Fall of beauty was the
countryside, yet oppressive. Autumn, the extrava-
gant color artist of the seasons, had madly mixed
his weightiest pigments on the foliage. The brilliancy
of the summer had been slowly transformed into the
sad splendor that heralds the time of sleep. Every-
thing seemed burdensomely heavy with the fulness
of life.

Carving along by the hillfoots, the road might
have been an avenue twining into a country where
all was beautifully mellowed by age, where change
and decay had ceased just when ripest and moat
lovely, where the most sombre tints of nature were
preserved for an eternity of changlessness. The
workings of nature seemed to rest, her forces to have
fallen asleep in the strange stillness, her vitality to
have become too full for activity. She had reached
the zenith of her power. She basked, deep-breathing,
in her own fragrance, drowsily intoxicated with her
own somnolence.

The road was muddy with the early morning mists
and rains. Walking was tiresome. Something
dreary despoiled the luxuriance of its influence, and
sobered thought, and sapped the body of its muscu-
larity. Despite the beauty, one felt somewhat weary
and old, desiring rest; and we were glad to reach the
old kirk and sit down.

Gradually the feeling of suffocation lightened and
vanished. Gently from our minds glided the burden
of autumn ; and in the peacefulness of the old kirk
we could appreciate contentedly the weird witchery
of her age-worn joys, and feel the significance of her
message.

Through the unstained windows glinted the leaves
of the huge oaks and planes that guarded the church
from the storm fiends of winter, and shaded it from
the sun spirits of summer. lvy climbed all over its
walls, softening the crudities of architecture in its
thousand nuances of green, hiding the ugliness of
the simple masonry in a garment ever fresh and
never frayed, and peeping through the glass at the
common pews, as if it longed to take them also in its
embrace, to robe them, too, in homely beauty.

From where we sat were visible the tops of tomb-
stones ; for, all round the kirk, lay the trysting-
place of parted friends, the democratic resting land
where there are no follies and no fetters, where the
strong relinquish their power and the weak their
slavery, where all are equal, and none blessed and
none cursed.

In death there is no warfare, only peace. The froth
of enmity dries up; the sparks of hate disappear; the
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bitterness dissolves; the foolish suffering subsides;
and the deep lying friendliness of man to man, the
seal of our social association, recognised and honored
by so few of us, and taken advantage of by so many
of us, becomes suddenly evident, when too late to be
of service.

As the sun’s rays waned in penetrative power with
the passing of the months, the gloom and the quiet
of the old kirk darkened and deepened. Always a
twilight lingered within it. Always was there the
quiet peace of the gloaming, so narrow were the
windows, and so heavy was the foliage; but with
the coming of the long nights and dull days a fuller
quietude came, a more inexpressible peace issued
from Nature to dwell within the lonely walls. The
peace that the world shuts out, the quiet at which it
scoffs, the tranquillity it disdains, and the calm at
which it sneers, were here in the plentitude of their
consoling might, to soothe the tortured soul, and to
ease the heart of the burden of the world’s madness.
The questionings ware solved by evanishment.
Problems conquered themselves by evaporation.
The terrible disputes of man drifted into invisibility
like flecks of cloud into the sun’seye. Warring3 sank
into the peace with a sigh that wearily confessed
folly. Into the darkness dropped the great triviality
of nations and men, and were no more, because
they were so little.

Only when the noisy worshippers began to enter,
and the service commence, did one experience a
revolt of emotion. Redolent of primitive mentalis®'
hopelessly vulgar, and horribly coarse and harsh,
were the psalms and hymns. They shattered the
quiet and annihilated the peace. The voice and
clamorous prejudices and powers of the ailing world
entered the sacred precincts, eruoifying the spirit pi
the place, and blaspheming its soul. Lacking 10
sensitiveness were minister and congregation. '
mouthed as they were with praise of the peace that
strengthens the soul, they ware as remote frQil
knowledge of it as an egret is from the motive of JS
callous murderer. To have remained quiet in t
quiet would have appalled them, Nearer to the )°1
of the place of peace wa3 the Atheist whose hear
they had made shiver with cold ; and he thanks
God the shepherd of the flack had a sleepy, dromB
voice; for, when the minister began to speak np0O‘
Truth, quietude again rose from the graves of t*
dead, and fell from the tinted leaves, into the o
kirk, in its return manifesting its supremacy
rightful possession.

To the slumberous words of the preacher the ea
of the Atheist ware fast closed. His thoughts we
of the man who had just gone into the quiet to r@’
and the pastor’s monotonous tones fell unheedingl
upon his mind, like wind- whirled leaves fallii
silently upon an earth uneonecious of their kiss. -
congregation faded into the gloaming, and were
in it. The small pulpit, with its red-oushioned Kg
tasselled book-board, receded farther and farther*
the dark. Human sounds all melted away. 10*0jfl.
peace resumed its sweetness. The quietude
effably profound; and the stillness encompassed
closely shielding him against intrusion, wiim
memory of the man who had died. IS

The fighter had passed from the fight ijjf|l
quiet that awaited him. Into the restland of n "¢(
had gone, and over him Nature had dropped jj.
mantle of peace. She had clothed him in her
tndo, and covered him with her deepest silence- pfl
had given him her choicest priceless gift;
fallen asleep. . iiiie

And the spirit of the old kirk nestled down 1
Atheist’s heart beside the farewell that had of
been uttered, as if it would soothe, in the deep0
ItS tranquillity, the sadness of~the7 ost good-bye-

Robert MorelaNP-

At a recent Cabinet Council Meeting at WasbmS n
members, led by President Wilson on his knees, 1
prayer. On his knees 1 An appropriate position for
man “ too proud to fight.”
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leid Drops,

Lord Derby has written to Sir Robert Perks, the eminent
,'Mleyan Methodist, assuring him that every regard is paid
2 *ae religious convictions of soldiers and sailors, and says
flatllFreedom to worship according to his own conscience ”
fiends “ to every soldier and sailor serving in His Majesty’s

orces.” We are pleased to hear it; but if soldiers and

Mors are to enjoy real freedom of conscience, there must
Onot only freedom to select which religious service they

#eattend—there must be liberty to abstain from religious
Wvices altogether if they are so inclined  And that obtains
Ineither the Army nor the Navy. In both Services men
i.®ntdered religious worship, and would be punished if they
msobeyed.  We have had scores of letters from both soldiers

1sa>lors complaining of this, and if Lord Derby would
my/ take up this matter, and use his influence to make
.«trance at religious servioe really voluntary, he would be

oked upon as a benefactor by a much larger number -of

en than his lordship would imagine possible. In this

i, ifer we are a much better position for knowing the
than is the War Office.

According to the Bishop of London, there has been 260
isjfc”es huilt in London during the last fifty years. This
doubtless a fine record from the builders’ and the parsons’
Pma of view. But we believe that had 260 buildings
J°ted to a sane, humanitarian teaching been erected
lat 1M same period, the results for good would have been
, More noticeable. Perhaps the Bishop will next tell us
SmtQuch value the public has had for its outlay on these
M6260 churches.

@ti!'6 ®sh°P °f London also says that “ God’'s curse ” is
It; be German nation, while “ we are on the side of God.”
bit8 “or us  contradict a Bishop on such high subjects,
St dumbly submit that if “ God” were to show more
u? *n helping his friends, and a greater readiness to
kett k'S “ curse ” operative value, everyone would be the
ae? PhlaBcd. It is all very well to say that the Germans
de a'a'nst God because they shot Nurse Cave!!, while we
iact’n 8 Bdo because we wish to avenge her ; but the
a tetnains that Nurse Cavell was shot, and God’s blessing
Mse didn't seem to affect the matter either way.

Herbert Burrows sends the following letter to the
HNevjs of November 4 :—

“The Clergy and the War.

Sir,—The Archbishop of Canterbury says that ‘' solemn
mination to the minisiry of Word and Baorament is not
°osonant with combatant service in the field.” Does the
rchbiahop mean by that that combatant service by the
ergy is contrary to Christian principles ? If so, is the per-
a°n of laymen by the clergy to combatant service also

tbBnary to th006 principles? And again, if so, what about
, 6Bishop of London ?—H ekeskt B oabows.”

4bit <Apalpable hit !

Cﬂ?@. Point raised by Mr. Burrows is raised also, in the

Bicov,, «**w#e by the Rev. B. O. Heywood, of Swinton
8® Manchester. He says:—

If » -bier the work of the combatant is right or it is not right.

If .?}9not right, no one—clergyman or layman—should fight,

cle 18r'8ht, what justification can there be for forbidding the

It Xy’ Or at «a3* tkose of the clergy who can be spared for
~AMC. work, etc., to share the hardships of the laity ?”

I€.°~ this seems to us impeccable. There is noreason

‘bet will justify acting laymen to volunteer for active service

ir8Ple i041a%*o iWtify asking the clergy to volunteer aiso.

7 °lher .a* the clergy are doing work that cannot be done

Vs 8 18 simply untrue. There is nothing a clergyman

ilkg.a Modern community that cannot be done equally

needs be done at all—by scores of other people.

V lit/n°' the c*6rgy as a clas3 possessing some supernatural

V ju§. °' Possessed by ordinary persons is over. The clergy

men—often very ordinary men—and it is

oaky's8 ™at a™a widlen *s widely held that the

m®end f,0014 warrants everything being subordinated to

r t0at the clergy should set up a plea that their

V thQ UOers them immune. There is no other class
OQntry could better spare.

5@"edCetry birthday of the Man of Sorrows is not to be

a 8&anc®i?ass uncelebrated in the Trenches. A London

b-VttQa has received nearly (2.000 for the supplying of

@8 D8 Puddings for the soldiers. Such a trifle as Christ

t®be~"°Sd to murder, wholesale or retail, is of little
00 compared to the Christmas gorge.
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There was to be what is called a “ novel arrangement ” in
this year's Lord Mayor's Show. A halt was made at St.
Paul’'s for a religious service. It was also arranged that the
service should be a short one. Perhaps this was part of the
much boomed, but little seen, revival of religion.

“ Why should middle-aged people ask to be out of all the
danger ?” asked the egregious Bishop of London. This was
said with reference to the Zeppelin raids. And, as though it
gave a conclusive finish, he added, “ Why should the boys
face all the danger ?” Perhaps this clerical Solomon will
inform us what good it will do “ the boys” to expose
their people at home to the attacks of these aerial infernal
machines.

The retirement of the Rev. A. J. Waldron from the post of
Yiear at Brixton, has led to a number of press comments.
The Daily Mirror says that Mr. Waldron “ was at one time
a disciple of Charles Bradlangh.” This isnews1 We imagine
that Bradlaugh was dead before the ex-vicar had completed
his education.

According to the papers, Mr. Waldron will “ for the next
two or three years” “ lecture and devote himself to War
problems and literary work.” Has he had the intimation
from the Throne of Grace that the War will last so long ?

A lot of people have been wondering, quite naturally, why
God doesn’t stop the War. Rev. T. Rhondda Williams con-
siders that it is because if God did so he would upset the
universe. This is how he puts it:—

* Miraculous rescues out of situations which are the out-

come of processes would undo the whole meaning of the pro-
cesses, and make the world and life absolusely unintelligible.”

This seems to us only saying in the name of piety what has
often been said in the name of Atheism, And it really is
Atheism in substance. Put on one side the verbiage about
what God does do, or can do, or cannot do, and we are left
with the statement that everything which occurs is the exact
resultant of all the processes that have led up to it. God
does not interfere, and if he did we should have chaos in
place of cosmos. Now, what we would like Mr. Williams
to explain is, where God comes in? He interferes in nothing,
therefore he does nothing. And there is clearly no useful
end served in bothering about him. That seems to be
the logic of Mr. Williams’s explanation.

Mr. Williams also says that it is much better for God not
to interfere (we wonder what all the intercession services
are about ?) because his interference would leave the roots
of war untouched. “ The best thing for all the nations now,
terrible as war is, is to suffer the anguish which their own
doings or their own neglect have brought upon them, and
and through that anguish and tribulation learn the better
way of life.” We could appreciate this kind of reasoning if
the sufferings of people bore any relation to their stupidity
or callousness in bringing about the War. Bui is this the
case ? As a matter of fact, it is those who have done least
to bring it about who will suffer most. Already Belgium has
suffered more than any other country. And how can the
hundreds of thousands who have bean killed benefit from
the lessons of the War? Will oven the present generation got
from the War a lesson at all proportionate in value to the cost
paid ? If there is any benefit at all derived from it—and we
are very dubious even of that—it will be gained by a
generation that took no part in the War, and experienced
none of its anguish. If Mr. Williams were not a clergyman,
he would realise this. As he is a clergyman, he must needs
put forward absurd apologies in defence of aridiculous creed.

A “ popular Canadian novelist”
pulpit of the City Temple, London. It is said that as a
writer he appeals “ particularly to the women.” He should
feel quite at home in a Christian church, for almost invari-
ably the audiences at such places include more bonnets than
brains.

recently occupied the

“ Boy with a Conscience ” is the delightful headline in a
weekly contemporary. Most boys are innocent of this
article, and resemble the youngster who was eating a large
apple. “ Give me the core,” said his brother. “ There ain't
going to be no core,” was the young hopeful’s reply.

Sir Charles Tarring, formerly a judge at the Consular
Court at Constantinople, speaking at a Bible Society Meet-
in» at Southend-on-Sea, said that this “ terrible War ” was
due to the fact that “ the people had forgotten God.”
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As is usual with converts, Mr. Bottomley is obsessed with
his religiosity. In a recent outburst, he refers to His
Majesty’'s Theatre as “ Tree's Tabernacle.” There is a
difference between a theatre and a tabernacle which appears
to have been overlooked. You pay to enter the one; and
you pay to get out of the other.

Mr. Bottomley should be delighted. He has gained the
approval of Mr. W. K. Bradlaugh, who writes in the Chris-
tian's Armory that he little imagined that he would have
seen such a“ stalwart as Mr. Horatio Bottomley coming right
out from the ranks of infidelity.” We trust Mr. Bottomley is
gratified. But we are afraid his conversion may be exag-
gerated. Mr. Bottomley was never a “ stalwart” in the
Freethonght camp. He was, so far as we are aware, never
connected with any Freethought paper, nor with any Free-
thought organisation. His activities lay in quite other
directions.

Mr. R. J. Campbell announces that he is going to France,
to minister to our soldiers at the Front, until Christmas. It
will be remembered that Mr. Campbell gave up the City
Temple on the grounds of continuous ill-health, and the
necessity for an easier life. He then entered the Church of
England, which was hardly complimentary to the National
Church or to the strength of Mr. Campbell's convictions.
And his going to the Front—after leaving a church in
London because he was not strong enough for the work—
throws a strong light upon the arduous labors of these men
of God at the seat of war. They treat it as a holiday—
with an advertisement thrown in.

A Daily Chronicle reviewer noting a new edition of Mr.
Harold Begbie's book, On the Side of the Angels, remarks
that Mr. Begbie “ produces evidence in support of his state-
ments from both officers and men who saw the phantom
armies of angels.” We beg to remark that Mr. Begbie
does nothing of the kind. He says that he has evidence,
which is quite a different thing. And he cites some alleged
testimonies from officers and men, but as he gives no names
and offers no opportunities for verification, it can hardly be
considered evidence. Certainly no magistrate would convict
on such evidence. When names are given the statement
can be tested. Up to the present only one name has been
given and his statement was proved to be an unmitigated
falsehood.

In these hard times, when everybody is feeling the
financial pinch, more or less, it is a relief to hear that the
Rev. Joseph Hill, of Herefordshire, died leaving (24,943 ;
the Rev. A. Jackson, of Northfleet, left ;23 601; Rev. C. D.
Powell, of Nottingham, (4 381; and the Rev. J. B. Forster,
of Manenden, Essex, ¢21,398.

The Inquirer says that a recent lecture by Professor
Gilbert Murray on the War was “ one of the greatest utter-
ances on the religious side which the War has produced.”
It is curious that this “ religious” utterance should have
emanated from an Agnostic.__

The exposure of the pious fiction of the “ angels ” of Mons
in the pages of the Freethinker was not a moment too soon.
None of the prominent clergymen associated with the original
fable have since apologised for their share in its inception,
and already their dupes are “ out-Heroding Herod.” Pictures
of the “ angels ” are actually being shown at the bioscope
theatres, and the churches are reaping the results of the
advertisement. Is it not true, as Ingersoll pointed out, that
a lie travels many miles before truth can get its boots on ?

What Secularists pious folk are 1 The Rev. Dr. Lindsay,
Vicar of St. Erkenwald’s, Southend-on-Sea, has issued a card
for hanging up in the home, and advising thrift in war-time.
“ Remnants of food, bones, crusts, etc., can be put to profit-
able use,” he advises, and adds that “ swede-turnips ” form
“ an excellent dietary.” Not aword about the value of prayer
to “ Oar Father, which art in heaven.” The omission is sig-
nificant 1

Five million apples are being collected in the United States
for the use of the troops of the Allies. Let us hope these
apples will not cause as much trouble as the fruit eaten in
the Garden of Eden.

“ It is disgraceful in the eyes of God,” cries Prebendary
Webb-Peploe, and one feels prepared for awful revelations.
Farther reading discloses the fact that it is all about a cir-
cular from the Incorporated Soldiers and Sailors Help
Society, stating that entertainments were going to be pro-
vided on Sunday evenings. We can only say that if God
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feels it disgraceful that wounded soldiers and sailors shosW
pass a pleasant hour on Sunday evening, it is comfort®"
to find that other people are of a different opinion.

A certain type of Christian apologist used to be fond of
holding up freethinking France as a “ horrible example ” «
religious Britain, because of its supposed neglect of horo
life. We have heard some of them declare in horror-
stricken tones that the French language even lacked &®
equivalent for the English word “ home.” Of course, this
was only amusing to those who knew anything of France o
of French home life, but it served its purpose with other
people. Since the War began, however, a great many people
have discovered many unexpected virtues among the French
people, and now we have the Church Times pointing o
that “ No nation has a more perfect family life, or a greater
reverence for family life, than the French. Nowhere are
mothers more loved and more respected, and nowhere, VIO
bably, is entrance to the family circle more carefully guardé®
To be introduced to the members of a man’s family is >®
measurably a greater compliment in France than it ® 1
England.” This is no more than the truth concerning
nation in which one-seventh is avowedly non-religions, a°
it gives the death-blow—or ought to—to a slander that M
for long been current in the interest of Christian evidence <

The observance of Guy Fawkes Day, which for so loDg
helped to fan the flames of hostility between Catbo i
and Protestants, has at last fallen into desuetude,
finishing touch was given by the police, who forbade
use of fireworks. Poor Protestants! They will no
be able to “ choke the Pope ” even in verse.

John Bull, which presumably reflects the newly f® B
religiosity of its editor, refers to the Bishop of “on®®
sermons as “ much more inspiring than those of som® t
temporary divines.” This is a back-handed compliment »
all, for it is equivalent to speaking of the one-eyed 0
amongst the blind.

An article on the military situation in the pages or »
temporary bears the beautiful and touching title, “ Tm e
Freezes.” Evidently the writer had what the Americans
“ cold feet.” o

The Bishop of Chelmsford considers that “ the
must have the first call upon all incomes.” We f@at
few Christians will sing “ | hear you calling me.”

Germany, sajrs the Rev. Mr. Snell, " has repudiated y
in order to inspire fear.” This is sheer humbug. GgLl it
has done nothing of the kind. It is as Christian as ®”
was. It is, of course, sickening to read of the religion,”,
with which it has accompanied its many acts of
but it is also cant to pretend that it has repudiated
tianity. If it had had less Christianity this War won) ™ ™ i
ably never have occurred. As itis, it is a Christian *,
ever there was one. Mr. Snell says that in this War jt
thing has failed but Christ.” And as he does not® 0
would seem to be a case of failure all round.

The Master’'s Hand.

“ We can only grope about in the darkness for
the Master's hand.” —G. W. Foote on Lear.

Give me your hand— t
That gave me strength and guidance while
Who knew your soul’s serene and generous m D
Give me your hand ;
Still with you in the uttermost I'd stray , ,
And hold your hand the faster now 'tis nigh <

Indissolubly knit, we cannot part;
So much we've fared together life’s rough
Give me your band.
And, if a little while before you start, .
Some magic of thy touch must stay behind,
Some throbbings of that stilled and noble

Give me your hand ! ,
Nor tongueless silence of the dreamless dust.
Nor mortal bolt by Fate's dark angel sped)
Nor vanisht hand
We'll fear ; but mightier, more august,
Still leading us, as in the past it led,
The Master’s hand | ANPKEr
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To Correspondents.

“ eB1ack.—We have written Lord Derby direct, and if a satis-
factory reply is received yon will learn the result. Your own
letter in the Manchester Guardian is on the right lines, and will
dogood. Your suggestion concerning the Freethinker will be
borne in mind, for use, as you say, “ whenever necessary.”

NeH. Hunt—Pleased you think the Freethinker articles on the
War are the best you can read.

R. Licbfietd.—Your practice of taking three copies of this
paper weekly, and giving away two, is a very practical way of
helping. It is. perhaps, the best way, since that means new
subscribers ultimately, and it is these we want

Corporal S. W ishabt writes of Mr. Foote:—" Two of his
achievements alone—the sustained conduct of the Freethinker
and the establishment of the Secular Society, Ltd.—rank him
With the greatest in the glorious line of Freethought heroes.”

C Heaton (Burton-on-Trent) says that although he has nev°r seen
Mr. Foote, he feels that he has lost a counsellor and a friend,
and tenders his sincere sympathy to Mrs. Foote and family.

‘Hiian St. Orey,—Sheer carelessness is the only explanation.

Wilfrid Lee.—We can quite understand your desire to pay your
tribute to our late leader, and fully appreciate the sentiments
axpressed. Your experience of Christian bigotry is, unfortu-
nately, not uncommon. We wish you every happiness in your
new life—when it arrives, which you say will be soon.

Kebidon.—Overlooked last week, and we suppose it is almost too
late now. Sorry. We will consider your suggestion as to out-
bing and stitching the Freethinker.

B. Moss.—Thanks for congratulations. We will try to deserve
them in the future.

Peckoveb.—Your letter from a soldier in the Trenches is ex-
tremely interesting; our only regret is that want of space pre-
sents our reprinting it in full. His expressions in relation to
Mr. Foote do him honor, and it is flattering to learn that the
stress of warfare has served only to endear the Freethinker to
biffl. It is astonishing, by the way, the large number of letters
We receive from the Front, a place where, Dr. Horton assures
J? unbelievers are unknown. Perhaps they are all written by
Ghristians, who subscribe for the Freethinker merely to deceive

' W Barker.—Sorry that military duties have kept you out of
egular contact with the Freethinker. Still, you seem to have
vercome that difficulty to some extent, and we hope that it
E dot reassert itself. Your tribute to Mr. Foote is well

ah “9YE (Coventry) writes of Mr. Foote :—" One reads line
ter line of praise and esteem, and knows it is true, We
®ew it while he lived. He was probably admired more than
Oknew. One could not be in his company for long without
fo r ® he was a great man. | have not seen another who
nf - wRb such grand faith in the worth and ultimate success
bis principles.”
H.—Thanks for copy of the Observer. We are too busy
Present to undertake correspondence in outside papers. Will
~ yto do as you desire in tne other direction.

Au ~ is certainly an extraordinary experience of Mr.
L ev M arr'3on'a to have lived nine years in Germany and

do Jr to *ave met » reliﬁious man. But extraordinary thin?s
nappen—aa wjtness the Mons Angels. May deal more fullv
**h it next week. *

Onlv™DaE—Very glad to learn that your indisposition was of
. as,, atemporary character. Mr. Cohen has booked the date,

Js will see.
yoi°il>ER (Jarrow).—No room in this issue. Will deal with
J) communication next week.

B 'bwrE—We quite appreciate your generous indignation.
far  *s Possible to take the person you name too seriously—
u°re seri°usly than those take him who know him with

p  degree of intimacy.

be AKERT— bave received your interesting letter, and shall
ased to renew an acquaintance begun so many years ago.

Society, Limited, office is at 62 Farringdon-street,
~uaon, E.C.

Borij ONAL Skculab Society's office is at 62 Farringdon-street,

With r sgf"fides of the National Secular Sooiety In connection
8¥UId LUar burial Services are required, all communications
si0 a be addressed to the secretary, Miss E. M. Vance, giving
notice as possible.
f 1Par*01 tbe Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to
tnCto nngdon-street, London, E.O.

ty mna”reach 61 Farringdon-street, London, E.O.,

> thr \ Tr d» or they will not be inserted

*atkj wb® send us newspapers would enhanoe the favor by
n8 the passages to which they wish us to call attention.

BioQy Or btsrature should De sent to the Shop Manager of the

e Editore83 61 Farringdon'street’ London>E-°" Bnd not t0

(% sT hinier will be forwarded direot from the publishing
ta®s i? any Part of the world, post free, at the following
~btha ! Paid —0ae Y&lr>l0a. 63.; half year, 5s. 3d.; three
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The Future of the “ Freethinker.”

AGREEABLE to the express desire of Mr. Foote, and
at tbe rpqoest of Mrs. Foote, the present owner of
the Freethinker, 1 have agreed to assume the future
editorship of this journal. The change is really one
more in form than in faot. Regular readers will know
that the editorship of the Freethinker has been in my
charge since November, 1914 as it has frequently been
for periods of three months or more daring the past
thirteen years. Well-wishers to the Freethinker have,
therefore, the assurance that the paper is not in
‘prentice hands. And | think I may be pardoned for
expressing pride at the circumstance that daring
the past year—the most trying year in the history
of the Freethinker, a year whioh has witnessed the
death of scores of newspapers and msgaz'nes, the
circulation of this journal has been maintained. In
such a period it is something to have lived, and to
have achieved that fairly entitles one to every con-
fidence in the future. Finally, |1 am proud to be able
to say that | have the promise of the moat cordial
support from all the old Freethinker contributors, and,
judging from the letters received, | have also the
confidence of its readers. Several writers of repute
have also promised me their assistance as con-
tributors.

The present position of tbe Freethinker stands thus.
The owner of the paper is Mrs. Foote. As this is not,
however, an ownership that promises much in the
way of income, but, on the contrary, exposes one
to anxiety and loss, steps have been taken to secure
her against legal and finanoial responsibility. Finan-
cially, the Freethinker cannot make inroads on Mrs.
Foote's private purse; and, in the event of a Ipgal
prosecution, that cannot go further than the office.
If the paper yields a profit, that will go to Mrs. Foote.

Financially, so far as | can judge at the moment,
the Freethinker is nearly meeting expenses—including
the small acknowledgments paid to contributors, but
without reckoning anything for editorial work. That
was the position when Mr. Foote made a statement
on this head over a year ago, and it remains the
position to-day. (Against that has to be reckoned
the increased cost of materials, due to the War—
a charge which promises to become greater in the
immediate future.) Whether it will remain the
position a year hence remains to be seen.

There are one or two things of a more personal
character that 1 am reluctantly compelled to say.
Realising the possibility of misrepresentation, | have
taken the precaution of never discnssiog business
matters aloae with Mrs. Foote In every ease, third
parties—whom both she and Mr. Foote trusted-
have been present, and most often arrangements
have be8n discussed in the presence of a solicitor
who was present in the sole interests of Mrs Foote.

I should not have troubled to say this much, but
for one circumstance. Someone was good enough to
inform Mrs Foote, some montbR before her husband’s
death, that my interest in the Freethinker was a purely
personal one; | was only concerned with what I
could get out of it, eto., eto. Mrs. Foote, I am
pleased to say, treated the communication with
the oontempt it deseived; and it was, of course,
quite useless telling Mr. F >ote that—he knew better.
Bat when malicious and mendaeious tongues get to
work, it is as well to take precautions. Aud | see no
reason why the extent of my "self-interest” bhould
not be made pubiio.

I have been writing for the Freethinker for eighteen
years. For five years out of the eighieen, | wrote
nothing but a weekly article. Then came Mr. Foote’s
first illness, and | conducted the paper for about four
months. Since then, | have regularly contributed a
signed artiole, with from two to six columns of other
matter, besides doing other work in connection with
the paper. For this—for several years past—I have
taken from the Freethinker the sum of five guineas
per month (under twenty-five shillings per week),
which included out-of-pocket expenses. Fortunately,
I have always been paid by oheque, so that the
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statement conld be verified if necessary. | think,
therefore, that my self-interest was not of a very
obvious or oppressive character.

I am not saying this by way of complaint. Work
for a paper like the Freethinker most always be
mainly a labor of love, and work that was otherwise
would not be worth doiDg. It is merely said to
correct a slander which, for all I know to the
contrary, may have been said to others besides Mrs.
Foote; and the only effective method of dealing
with lies of this character is to practice perfect
frankness. | have not, and never have had, any
objection to being paid for my work, but | knew the
position of the Freethinker and | knew that it oould
pay no better, and as Mr. Foote onoe said of me in
the Freethinker, I have always been content to take
soldier’s rations when they were available, and have
cheerfully gone without when they were not. And
just as in the case of my twenty-five years’ work on
the Freethought platform, | have never allowed the
absence of payment to prevent work b”~ing done, so |
acted in connection with the Freethinker. And in
justice to my late Editor, I must add that he never
pretended that what | received was more than an
“ acknowledgment,” and his letters to me bear gener-
ous evidence of his appreciation of my work. | regret
the necessity for saying this much, but to be thus
frank at the outset may avoid annoyance and mis-
representation in the future.

And now to a more pleasing theme. Our late
Chief had a profound faith in the future of the
Freethinker. He had given thirty-five years’ of his
life to it, and | have given eighteen of mine. He had,
and | have, a stake in the paper that cannot be
estimated in terms of ca<h. | have always given my
very best to the Freethinker, and | shall continue to
do so. And I think I may say that the Freethinker
will bear comparison—at least—with any Free-
thought journal that has ever existed. It has never
lacked good writers and warm friends. | hope to
retain both—if promises and assurances go for any-
thing, I shall retain both. For thirty-five years’' the
Freethinker flag has been kept bravely flying in spite
of all that could be done against it. This journal has
never compromised on any question of principle, it
has never feared to speak out because it might offend
a friend or create an enemy It has been free from
cant and as immune to prejudice as it is possible for
a paper to be that is conducted by human beings. So
far as I am concerned it will continue on the same
lines as hitherto, provided its friends continue their
support. | hope to be able to report in a year’s time
that the old flag is flying as bravely as ever, and with
a greater certainty than ever of victory over the
forces of reaction and superstition. ~ 0

Sugar Plums,

With reference to the G. W. Foote Memorial Meeting, men-
tioned in oar last issae, we can only state at the time of
going to press that the Queen’'s (Minor) Hall has been
engaged for the afternoon of December 5. An attempt
is being made to get as representative a list of speakers
as is possible. We hope to announce their names next week.

By the time this issue is in our readers' hands, the portrait
of Mr. Foote, referred to in our issue of a fortnight ago, will
be quite ready. The portrait is a really striking one, and
taken less than eighteen months before his death. It
measures 10 inches by 7, and is printed on art paper
mounted on a toned card. It has in addition a facsimile
of Mr. Foote's autograph. The price of the portrait is One
Shilling, postage threepence. As we anticipate a great demand
for this portrait, orders will be discharged in rotation. Our
readers will understand therefore any delay that may take
place.

The Birmingham Town Hall has been booked for two
lectures by Mr. Cohen on November 28. The seating
capacity of the Town Hall is large, and we hope that the
local saints will do their best to fill it. It will be a good
opportunity for introducing Christians to the movement.
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Debates between Christians and Freethinkers are ot
common nowadays, and Birmingham friends will be the
more pleased to know that one has been arranged between
Mr. G. R. Samways, Editor of the Birmingham, Weekly
Mercury\ and Mr. E. Clifford Williams. The subject for dis-
cussion is “ Is There a God ?” and the debate will take place
under the auspices of the Birmingham Branch of the N.S.S,
at the King's Hall, Corporation-street, to-day (Nov. 14)- ~
7 pm, Mr. Williams represents the Birmingham Branch in
this discussion, and from what we know of him, we feel that
the Freethought side will be in safe hands.

Mr. J. T. Lloyd lectures before the Humanitarian Society,
Kingston-on-Thames, to-day (Nov. 14). The lecture will be
delivered in the Fife Hall, Fife-road, and commences at <
o'clock. West London Freethinkers will please note, and
will doubtless give Mr. Lloyd the audience he deserves.

Sir W. W. Strickland writes that he “ heard with sincere
regret of the death of G. W. Foote, so long editor of the
Freethinker, and indefatigable champion of the cause e
Atheism, sanity, and freedom.”

The New Era Union, Abertillery, sends us a resolution
expressing its sense of the loss sustained by Freethought
the death of G. W. Foote.

The following is taken from the Licensed Vehicle Tr”/el
Becord;—

“ All true lovers of freedom will deeply regret the derpi3®
of Mr. G. W. Foote, who did not shrink on several occasion
from suffering imprisonment for the principles he held ©
dear. It is a matter for congratulation that he lived los
enough to see his teachings on the sure if slow road to
___ The ignorant bigots who believe in imprisonment
blasphemy are gradually disappearing; they canfgt ber
their different religions criticised, because they are eon® "
enough to know the truth would be fatal to their my*!}:.a0t
the dark ages. Mr. Foote was a stirring writer and bm
lecturer, and was fortunate enough to possess one of Nat'
sweetest gifts, a sense of humor.” ,

It is not correct to say that Mr. Foote suffered imprisoning
on “ several occasions.” It was once only, but that was
twelve months, and was not likely to ba forgotten by e
him or his friends.

Mr. Andrew Millar, whose name appears so frequently”
these columns, contributes a very fine appreciation of
G. W. Foote to the Ardrossan and Saltcoats Herald.

In Mr. Moss’s excellent sketch of William Platt Ball th@®
is one incident connected with the scientific side of h'3 ~
that is worth recording. Mr Ball’'s book on Are the Av]j
of Use and Disuse Inherited ? is a capital piece of worih far
exhibits a closeness and carefulners of reasoning that i
from common. Mr. Ball's point of view was that the5 |,
tion, if answered, would have to ba in the negative, »
this brought him into conflict with the views held °rOjijer
point by Herbert Spencer. There were numerous ~
anti-Spencerians in the field at the time Mr. Ball's boo &
written, and to a few of these Spencer replied in the P
of. | think, the Nineteenth Century. It is noteworthy ™" (
Mr. Ball was among the few that Spencer thought cal j
areply. And to be thought worthy of that honor byB
Spencer was a compliment indeed. Although ill-h0*1 &
prevented Mr Ball writing much of late years, his i ~etl
in the Freethinker and in Freethought is as keen a i by
and a selection of useful nowspaper cuttings is rece>
us with unfailing regularity.

, d®
The Truthseeker (New York) reprints Mr. Cohen s  dj,
“ A Parson’s Questions,” from our issue of Sept010

with acknowledgment.

We are glad a new edition—enlarged and teV~On I

Mr. H. S. Salt's Animals' Bights Considered in Let “N\S
Human Progress. The book has had the honor of
tion into a number of Europoan languages—at wb>c
not surprised, for it contains a sane, temperate, jl4

reasoned plea for kindness to animals on grounds tha .%,
appeal to all. The book is quite free from " senti®6® aiVih
and those who associate this particular form of P “ggio®*
with cranks, faddists, and an unscientific tencp® ~ »9
would do well to read Mr. Salt's treatise. It s’aoUurgol',eg
a corrective to that view of the movement. F°.r 0jjjjt t®
we are convinced that Mr. Salt's main contention eXo
question of “ Rights of Animals ” is an important ¢yt g
the Rocial question as a whole, is absolutely souno- »
ness and cruelty must have its reactive influence <
conduct, and this is a truth that our education
reformers generally would do well to recognise. "m
published by Messrs. G. Bell & Sons at 2s. Cd.

EQ)
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~moos Freethinkers 1 Have Known,—X1.

William Platt Ball.

7IrCILY speaking, as some of the Freethinkers |
ae been writing about are still in the land of the
,Tig. and | meet them on rare occasions, it would
8 »tore correct to have the headline in these
jl'oles altered to “ Famous Freethinkers 1 Have
tin'e would, of course, include those who are
. alive as well as those who have gone over to the
&rity. But since | chose the title some time ago,
ib eleven Freethinkers |1 have written
1jay ar0 dead, 1 do not propose to change the head-
j 6at, present. | will, however, state whether the
j-eethinker 1 am writing about is still alive, so that
J r Wends may know that I am not writing an
tlary notice.
fj William Platt Ball, the subject of this article,
s ain glad to say, alive and well. Although over
bsf ~ yOars aBo>h9 is in full possession of all
pities, and can write as olearly and forcibly
r0 aGhe did thirty-five years ago, when he was a
i»Mar contributor to the Freethinker and other
~thought publications.
~ urst met Mr. Ball at the office of the Freethinker
je@ it was at Clerkenwell Green, about thirty
be8 a*0. We became very friendly, and | visited
gd <Boe or twice at his house near Victoria Park,
V 1 variona talks we had he soon convinced me
if Y e was a profound thinker and had a fine grasp
4n,',~e problems in dispute between the Christian
the Freethinker.
bBGOre he wrote for the Freethinker, I remember
"an~ndid articles in the National Beformer on
€la 0Lessons in Board Schools,” in which he gave
tge "arching critioisms of the old Biblical stories,
tju OVei'y good Christian was expected to believe
. years ago. Many Christians acknowledge
&3 thOy do not feel called upon to believe in such
KQ6? to-day; but this change of view has been
Hg ?°t about mainly by the persistent way in which
H&a“ inkers have examined these stories, subjecting
Chb!' ~thing criticism and ridicule, until every
K1* O Parson began to feel that such stories ware
jjr worthy of belief.
Hv' j\ P. Ball, who was born at Birmingham on
id6(p Oer 28, 1844, has had a very extraordinary and
ddjg Ing career. His parents came from Warwick-
4 settled in London when Mr. Ball was quite
hg lifant” and spent many of the early years of
. tn Hackney, not far from London Fields,
10 those days, was a fine, grassy, open space
.drOn pursued butterflies and made ohains
hC olons and daises.
i "a i G aSe *en to fourteen, he went to the
wtfiQOp Sohool in Cambridge Road. No religious
Heark n was Bven this school. The only
" the subject that Mr. Ball can recall were
NrJdllaa was a religious animal,” and that “ some
foBandled the stery-of Adam -angl Bve-as-a
When young Ball left this school he
St cA aPil teacher at a Church of England School
t 0 k 13Q Koad, where he remained four years,
] W aognired a superabundance of religious
yea~0 wtiich was further increased during the
s "6 af8§"_~8 was_ Highbury Training College.
ToxQ_ this institution he regarded himself as a
tA iio tiHstian, and duly attended ocommunion.
r's oboa Bsc’°nd year, he ceased to take part in
Wete tIf7 r?Co resn”t that he was called
g Ithath SVGrend Principal and had to aoknow-
~th8 Ch = i*ad ~rove doubts concerning the truth

4tjoPart] iSNan religi°n. _ These doubts, however,
. youay “P”~oved for a time by one of the masters,

It tapt ~ 8nooeeded in getting appointed as
Ca'tlv i0a®ter at a school in London, and snbse-
C ejtitn Kn°ther in Kenilworth. But the doubts
ti ‘Lthe hIB miDd again and grew and strengthened
kB> t.y OeaBed to be doubts, and became oertain-

0 hoya' conld nofc brdnS biB mind to teaching
tbe Catechism, thus he put an end to this
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unsatisfactory state of affairs by resigning his posi-
tion and quitting the scholastic profession altogether.

In 1866 he matriculated at London University.
After this, young Ball entered the service of Messrs.
Brook and Co,, the Crystal Palace pyrotechnists.
When ha had thoroughly mastered the trade he
became head pyrotechnist to the Saltan of Turkey,
and with the help of Turkish soldiers carried out
displays near the Dolma-Baghteheh Palace, usually
from a hugh raft on the Bosphorus. During one of
these displays Mr. Ball narrowly escaped death by
the bursting of a twelve-inch mortar he was firing.
The next morning he was instructed to attend the

Palace, and received the Star of the Order of
Medjidieh. His escape was regarded as perfectly
providential.

Providence probably preserved him in order that
he might write articles for the Freethinker and other-
wise promote the cause of Freethought. When he
returned to England he became a builder’'s clerk for
a while, and later he gained a livelihood as assistant
rate-collector.

Ultimately, he was drawn into the Freethought
movement by the brave stand made for Neo-Malthu-
sianism by Charles Bradlaugh and Annie Basant;
and by constant reading and thinking he became a
convinced Atheist. Then he began to write the
articles 1 have referred to in the National Beformer,
and soon after the Blasphemy Trial he joined the
staff of the Freethinker, and for five years wrote regu-
larly for this journal. Mr. Ball tells me that when he
reflects, he is bound to admit that “ the pleasantest
portions of his life have been the year or more he
spent in Turkey on his first visit, and the five years
he was on the staff of the Freethinker in close and
constant association with Mr. Foote and Mr. Wheeler,
with neither of whom did he ever have an unpleas-
ant word.”

During the last few weeks | have been looking
through several old volumes of the Freethinker, and |
find that in 1885 Mr. Ball contributed no less than
twenty-four articles and six poems. Some of these
articles and poems are well worth reprinting. For
example, the poem called “ The Bandit's Prayer,”
and another called “ The Bravo’s Hymn,” are excel-
lent pieces of work in their way, and “ The Bank
Director’'s Lamentations” is also extremely clever
and interesting. Mr. Ball, like Mr. Foote and Mr.

Wheeler, was very good at titles for articles. Here
are a few —" Gordon’s Religion.” “ Was Jesus
Consistent ?” “ God's Complexion.” *“ Jesus as a
Faith Healer.” “ Christian Cannibalism.” “ The

Devil’'s Names.”

In addition to writing for the Freethinker, Mr. Ball
oecasionaly contributed to Progress, and sometimes
ha managed to gat an artiole in the Weekly Dispatch
or the Weekly Times, advocating Evolutional Mal-
thusianism or criticising Socialism as formulated by
some of its leading exponents. He also published a
pamphlet on Mrs. Besant's “ Socialism,” which very
much disturbed that lady’s peace of mind, which
she considered to be too personal and bitter as eman-
ating from the pen of a Freethinker and former
colleague. For myself, | do not think that Mr. Ball
meant to be offensive in the least; but he thought
that some of the teachings of Socialism were mis-
chievous in the extreme, and he did not hesitate to
say so.

Unguestionably, Mr, Ball possesses a scientific order
of mind; he pursues his studies in a very orderly
and precise manner, and arrives at conclusions by
strictly logical methods. His work on Are the Effects
of Use and Disuse Inherited ? show him to be a very
profound thinker as well as a diligent student of
science. This work, which was published by Mac-
millan’s, forms one of their “ Nature Series.” He
has also written a work on Human Evolution, inclu-
ding The Evolution of the Races and Future Evolution,
but these will require farther revision before they
oan be submitted to a publisher.

Mr. Ball was always a great admirer of Charles
Bradlaugh, and took a keen interest in his work. He
also thought a good deal of Mrs. Besant until she
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strayed into the paths of Socialism and allowed her-
self, as he says, “ to be deluded by the frauds and
superstitions of Theosophy.”

So far as | know, Mr. Ball has never tried his
hand at lecturing. Although a trained teacher of
science and music (Tonic Sol-fa) he has never had
any ambition to figure on the platform, though I
have seen him at lectures by Mr. Foote, and some-
times when | have been speaking in Victoria Park,
Mr. Ball has done me the honor of listening to my
address.

L'ke most Freethinkers who came into the move-
ment in the early seventies, Mr. Ball found a study
of Bishop Colenso’s Examination of the Pentateuch
and of Charles Darwin’s Origin of Species, and
Descent of Man most helpful in convincing himself
and others of the absurdity of the teachings of the
Bible on the origin of the world and man, and the
truth of evolution.

Mr. Ball is an omnivorous reader, and his favorite
authors are Charlotte Bronte, Gporge Eliot, Nathaniel
Hawthorne, Thackeray, Thomas Hardy, Charles
Dickens, Jane Austen, Sir Walter Scott, eto. He
also thinks most highly of Emerson’s Essays. Thomas
Carlyle was a great favorite with him as a young
man, as also was Gibbon’'s Decline and Fall, but of
late years he has devoted himself more to the study
of science and its bearing on the great doctrine of
evolution. Without question Mr. Bail has done very
very useful service for Freetbought. He has helped
to emancipate the minds of thousands from the curse
of superstition, and to point the sure path to truth
and human progress, thereby earning the gratitude
of those who sought in his writings the light and
guidance which have made them free.

Author B. Moss

My Recollections of G. W. Foote.

My recollections of Mr. Foote go back just about forty
years, when he, ayoung man, came from time to time
to my father’s house, and I, a boy, used to listen to
the conversation with interest, but not complete
agreement, for in those days | was an earnest
Unitarian. | was the other day looking at some
letters from Mr. Foote to my father, dated 1875-76,
concerning ways and means for starting and con-
tinuing the Secularist. As | grew older and began
working with the Leicester Secular Society the
friendship with Mr. Foote naturally grew closer,
and when | married and had a home of my own
(nearly thirty years ago now), ha almost always
stayed with me when he came to Leicester. Many
times, after a Sunday lecture, we have sat until the
small hours of Monday morning discussing all sorts
of things, especially the progress of Seoularism and
Freethought. We by no means always agreed
Perhaps in the lecture he had just given (always
able, eloquent, admirable in form, and powerful in
argument) there was some passage a little more
sarcastio or a little more blunt than I thought wise.
We could always disouss these small differences in a
friendly way, and | never found that he resented
direot opposition when we had it out faoe to faoe.
There has seldom been a man in our movement
who could write better or more forcible English,
or who could speak in a way that so quickly carried
hia audience with him, or whose lectures gave such
complete satisfaction in argument, phrasing, voice,
and gesture. Both writing and speaking showed
passionate yet reasoned conviction and never-ceasing
devotion to Freethought.

When | look baok over the years and think of the
many vicissitudes of our movement—the experiments,
the successes, the failures, the ups and downs, the
disagreements and reconciliations, which must come
into any movement which demands individual
thought and draws to itself men and women of
strong and unconventional opinions, I am glad to
remember that through it all Mr. Fjote and I kept
our friendship untouched. Also | am glad to re-
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member two things which must have added brigo =
ness to the last days of Mr. Foote. First, the lefb
judgments which showed how absolutely rightjj
was in his conviction that the position of
Secular Society, Limited,” was unassailable.
Foote’s founding of “ the Secular Society, Limjtei
is one of the greatest successes in the whole hisvu
of Secularism. Seoondly, I am delighted that
connection with these judgments Mr. Foote baa
pleasure of gladly acknowledging the whole-bear
congratulations of the Rationalist Press Associai
and the Literary Guide. j

It seems difficult to think of our movement withO
G. W. Foote in it. We can none of us forget his g0
work. When the new generations arise, to whom
name may be less familiar, they will have gres
freedom because of the work that he did.

Sydney A. GiMSOfr

Correspondence.

IN THE TRENCHES.
TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.” j

Sir—1 am “ one of the Army,” and have just amv
home wounded for a short poriod of leave.

I have received my copy of the Freethinker regularly 6 j
week since | went to France. It was a great treat to n®l
regularly passed through many hands. $e,

The news of the death of G, W. Foote is a shock
He knew my father years ago, and my father loved m * j

I come of a freethinkiDg family and, as a Freetni
have thought that perhaps a few first-hand impressions
the Front might be of interest to you. | am forbidden j
rules of the service from publishing any opinions °P jji
strategy or conduct of the War, so shall not touch upo
dangerous side of things. jiet

In the first place, | should like to emphasise fiB#H
apparently obscure to many Christians, that love of 0
and high devotion to her interests are not virtues fouu”jj
in the Christian’s brea3t. | know of many Atheists, 1
far advanced as myself, serving in tho Trenches. _ |
many who have “ gone down " in blood and pain.
my brothers have lately been killed— Atheists, both o
and bold, splendid soldiers. Two finer fellows uey%é%
They were perfect husbands, fine fathers, and good
Their h'reethought never wavered. Tiie " dark ” jaB¢'
contained no terrors for their clear minds and well-
imaginations. We corresponded regularly, and e®
our opinions as the bloody work went on day by day- ~

Outside my family | know of many others. A e )0jit6
Agnostics | have perhaps brought over to a more a
of thought. fioj th91

As a result of the keenest observation, | am sax3”~ 9
even to the believer, religion is of no value or snpp®
soldier in war. ,

| have passed through many trying scenes—nery " jDfp
bombardments, beating back enemy attacks, ke'P1J?)<ic”
own attacks, the deadly gas cloud, and the Bonl-y.

CHRISTIANITY

tine of—day after day, week after week—trench 9t
Through it all 1 see no trace of any religion-
m the background, and very much so at that. 1v aBd

sects— Christians, Jews, Atheists,jbe®
great number of “ casuals.” I've watched and stn »
as a student of human nature. Parsons and o cj
claimed that the War and its hardships have n ’\jjﬂ p
the religion of the soldier. | give it the d't ,
know that in actual fact the soldier, wb® 7l
task in this bloodiest of wars, has no timei tO
religion. A clean rifle, well-fitting bayonet, ke
steady nerve—these are the necessary assets. a
gives us no time for psalm-singing, and we in 0 n
for none and give none. eV |
But there lives in peace, away behind the hr* "ell P
Army Chaplains. They are all sleek, comfortab > ¢f IK
and well clothed. They share none of the dang $IK
ships of the men. | do not begrudge them
but my point is that tHeY ave bofk bf Bil faeh W, G
ife and need of the flghtlng soldl(ir A reﬂlmen N

olll« > <mil
SV = d ryln "\Tre‘rTCh‘e‘s 0 apom"

the AP ERRaiN G SBeRRr Rl S dEhna > (6>

Theh”~mbvd . S_ervice— '[he men h_ate Njtbh J
"W dSi?d b aina aro tir’d and sickened

PE'led 18 Msfels-BVTHb UaHGR dilRr AAERE Ay c 1> K

only seems capable of. | am too good a soldi* *{jV
lift my voice against the discipline of the Army- b°

the men—all

b
*%5
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®the thing as something outside the realm of discipline. It
pjbe said that | speak from only one point of view, and
“athe majority of the men enjoy the Church Service. |
dwbetter. In my own brigade a few weeks ago, owing to
"eground accommodation being limited, an order appeared
firing the Church Service Parade, in billets, a voluntary one
'mesult, no attendance. From my own regiment certainly
Fasingle soldier paraded. So it is now compulsory again,
“it, really, the English (I mean British) soldier is a splendid
JE2 It is all honor to command him. We must win the
»X lam sure of it. Nothing seems to daunt the wonderful
1"eerfulness of “ Tommy.” If you can find room | should
intv,° *6" y°u ono or two instances of his wonderful humor
®e Trenches. | vouch for them as facts. One case, a
2j?ent close to mine, a little while ago. It was a wet and
u dayin the Trenches. The Germans were giving us
ij6/*an usua,l 113! of “ Jack Johnsons.” A lieutenant
is asergeant stood together in the trench. The situation
v "deed a trying one, and a few men were down with
L t « Wounds upon them. A “ Jack Johnson” came and
A In the earth just in front of the pair and completely
the sergeant under a mound of wet and heavy mud
p,eatth, The flame and smoke having cleared, the
»Nenant stood dazedly looking about him and saw a hand
paving from the pile of earth beside him. He grasped
4c a,w*th the help of one or two men close by, eventually
few e*'n Pulling the sergeant out. He was an old soldier.
L., 3smothered in mud—eyes and mouth full. He splut-
a&d cursed, scraped the mud out of his eyes, and then

* °fficor and said, “ Blimey, Sir, if Hell is any-
ibiS~orse than this, here’'s a muddy soldier going to make
jjpc | r Heaven.” Everybody roared. This incident is
\ab °f wnat occurs all day long in the Trenches. Nothing

»u down the spirit of our fellows. We are going to
B;at It is this wonderful spirit of our men that is going
5tre 6 winnin8 Possible. All the Intercession Services

Wt Wor™ wont help us. All the parsons’ lip-service and
BiavanH psalm-singing stands for naught to our wonderful
s\ They need none of it. The wonderful cheerfulness
& “'mates them—their patriotism, their sense of duty—
Spljtomgs, all controlled by sound, stern, but just dis-
ara going to win the War. In the category of
itfaaOceasary there is no need for religion. The supply
#} ' exceeds any demand, and in the hour of final victory
tg0 Jlement we shall see its advocates clamoring for the
Ifj s'are of recognition.
keUPolish this, | hope and trust that any young Free-
i}  of military age who have not yet joined, and who
* make up their minds at once and get into
is not a war engineered by politicians or
N 's a fish* f°r the very existence of our
the honor of our women. | know from actual
knowledge what happened to the villages of France
fifing 6 Germans got in. The human mind cannot conceive
'"I}yon °ie dreadful than actually happened to tender girls

This

Em women when these swines were let loose among
%j,a' 6 story of the Midianites even loses its horror in
some of the things that happened. | can

ai'ed stories, but I know you do not want to hear

? Mpat accePt it from mo as true. | shudder to think

Sy , WU happen in England if an invading German

Sty ° " “e*e. There is only one way of stopping them.

%;é‘ Vaita,ble English lad of military age must come
mow.

“g the dear old Freethinker every success.
A Soldier Atheist.

RELIGION AT SEA.

T° THE EDITOR OF *

i”~8, j aving followed a sea-faring life for the past fifteen
ij f toten™ w!th great amusement the alleged sailor’s
j r. Horton, which was printed in *“ Acid

J °f &¢~am a Merchant Jack myself, but have had a
APortfOl'60136 °t Il. M. Fleet. | am at present on a
[S tnyinn'nS I°r the Grand Fleet, and as for the
ag a'cg the North Sea ring with Hymns of Zion,
fiUute Hr. Horton that he is a long way off his
Would soon alter his opinion if he could only

14, the afi. ‘mself for a few days to one of our ships and
°l the boatswain’s or his mate’s roaring

0 seamen to another day's toil. “ Rouse out
Show a leg.” “ Lash up and stow.” Or watch
\ LOtnin,ril* on hoard any ship and hear the snatches of
V 1rise Ou”°t the collier’s hold, as thick as the coal-dust
CV a Jlith or, again, hear the remarks that are
lichee when the * Fall In” is sounded for Church
*3e e.quarter-deck and a few men are behind
6 is practically dead in the Mercantile Marine
&tae JJ- | can safely state that if Freethinkers had
la A"'8i°us privilege as men of the other denomin-

e Service, two-thirds of tho salaries of the un-
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wanted Holy Joes,
nation.

By the annual reports of the Missions to Seamen they
would make an outsider of the Merchant Service believe
that merchant seamen heartily welcome their religious
propaganda. It is only by bribery, in the majority of cases,
that they can get the seamen to attend their services. For
instance, whilst I was serving on the s.s. Harberton (Messrs.
W. Cory & Son, Mark-lane, London) and lying at anchor in
the Thames, the Mission launch, by name Wishart the
Martyr, came alongside the ship. The psalm-smiter asked
the men to come and hold a little service in the cabin.
Won't keep you long, you know; and | have a present for
each man who will come. Of course, there is always a
ready response when there is something to be given for
nothing, so he got a good attendance. After the service
each man was presented with either socks, muffler, or
gloves, and a bundle of tracts and other Gospel trash
was sent aboard for the wicked infidel who did not attend—
that infidel being myself. And no doubt in the Society's next
report the crew of my ship were numbered as fresh converts.
| take two copies of the Freethinker every week; one | send
to my brothers in France, and the other is passed on among
my shipmates, | have made five new readers in the last few
months, and will further our cause to the best of my ability.
Trusting that | have not taken up too much of your valuable
time. You can make whatever use you like of this letter.
Wishing you and the Freethinker every success, | remain

at your service.

or chaplains, would be saved by the

Boatswain, M. M.

THE CLERGY AND LORD DERBY'S APPEAL.
TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir,—1 was Btruck with amazement when | saw from one
of your “ Acid Drops ” in last week's Freethinker that the
Archbishops of York and Canterbury, and since then, in some
other paper, the Presbyterian body, had protested against
any of their ministers being left “ uustarred.” If that pro-
test means anything, it must mean that they refuse to bear
their fair share in the death struggle in which we are at
present engaged. | note, too, that they are advising their
clergy against joining the Colors. One wonders wuat effect
such advice will have on recruiting generally—an ill effect,
| fear. A short time ago | noticed that some person of less
note than an Archbishop had been prosecuted and heavily
fined for using language which tended to prevent enlistment,
and, consequently, to injure the Realm. We shall see shortly
whether the Defence of the Realm Actis to be applied im-
partially. 1 do not think, either, that the clergy can be
safely trusted with the appraisement of the value to the
nation of the duties they are at present discharging. Since
the commencement of the War, I have never heard anyone
so much as mention the clergy in connection with it, let
alone assert that their efforts were of any use. It seems to
me they are treated as a factor that may safely be left out
of the calculation by all responsible for the prosecution of
tho War. If they are to be allowed to have all their clergy,
young and old, fit and unfit, “ starred ” on the ground that,
in their own opinion, they are “rendering the best service
which they can offer the nation at this juncture,” surely, in
fairness, the same excuse ought to be valid for the rest of
the community. After such an exhibition of “ shirking and
slacking ” on the part of the clergy, it is to be expected that
Lord Northcliffa & Co. will be thirsting for their blood—

perhaps.

John Robinson.

G. W. F.

W hile half a world was drunk with blood and lust
Of blood, we few, who hold man’s peace in trust,
Yesterday laid our warrior in the dust.
What foolish gods are those who rule the stars
In blood ? Our warrior strove to heal the scars
Those gods have made: man’s brawls and hates and jars.
Nobler was he than all the souls who pray
For peace, what time they hasten forth to slay,
Who bawl for blood in foul Jehovah’s way.
Or right or wrong, what matters it ? He gave
His life for man ; though man he might not save;
His is a nobler tomb than Jesus’ grave.
Christian slays Christian still; the years of peace
Are fables still. Our warrior found release
Striving that Christian hate of love might cease.
So : it is finished. And whatever fate
Be his, he is no beggar at God’s gate
Who died at war with Christian love of hate.
He died for man, and when man'’s race shall dwell
Careless of heaven, godless, free from hell,
Our warrior’'s name shall be man’s miracle.

Victor B. Neuburg.



784

SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Etec,

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday
and be marked “ Lecture Notice ” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.

Humanitarian Societt (Fife Hall,
Thames) : 7, a Lecture.

Fife-road, Kingston-on-

COUNTKY.

| ndoor.

Birmingham Branch N. S. S. (King's Hall, Corporation-street) :
7, Debate, “Is There a God?” Affirmative, G. K. Samways ;
negative, E. Clifford Williams.

PIONEER PAMPHLETS.

Noiu being issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.

No. I—BIBLE AND BEER,

By G. W. Foote.
FORTY PAGES—ONE PENNY.

Postage : single copy, Jd.; 6 oopies, ljd. ; 18 copies,
3d.; 26 copies 4d. (parcel poet),

No. II__DEITY AND DESIGN,

(A Reply to Dr. A. R. Wallace.) By C. Cohen.

THIRTY-TWO PAGES—ONE PENNY.
Postage : Single copy, $d, ; 6 oopies, 1Jd. ; 18 copies,

2%d. ; 26 copies, 4d. (parcel post).
No. 1ll__MISTAKES OF MOSES,
By Colonel Ingessali.
THIRTY-TWO PAGES—ONE PENNY.

Postage: Single copy, Jd.; 6 copies, I]|d.; IS copies,
2Jd. ; 26 oopies, 4d. (parcel post),

Special Terms for Quantities for Free Distribution or to
Advanced Societies.

Thz Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon-street, London, E.C.

THE
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TRurn" SEEKER.
FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT, 1873.
CONTINUED BY E. M. MACDONALD, 1883-1909.
« E. MACDONALD ™ ™ ™ E»1
. K. WASBHBUKN ™

THE

... Editorial
SUBSCRIPTION RATS3. -
Single subscription in advance "Qv

Two new subscribers
One subscription two years in advance BIOZQY)
To all foreign countries, except Mexico, 50 cents per annum
Subscriptions for any length of time under a year, at the » ‘8-
35 cents per month, may be begun at any time-
Freethinkert everywhere are invited to tend for tpeeimen tty- *
which are free.
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY,
Publishers, Dealers in Freethought Books, *q
62 Vassx Stress, Nbw York, B 1

Determinism or Free Will-
By C. COHEM.

Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.

A clean and able exposition of the subj®c*”
the only adequate light—the light of evolutid]

CONTENTS. (i,
I. Tho Question Stated.—Il. “ Freedom” and “ WiU. ~
Consciousness, Deliberation, and Choioj.—IV. Som® ,, 1ijji

Consequences of Determinism.—V. Professor James ® .jfd

Dilemma of Determinism.”—VI. Tho Nature and I&V' jj_)

of Responsibility.—V1l. Determinism and Character.—
Problem in Determinism.—I1X. Environment.

PRICE ONE SHILLING Nfir’

(Postage 2d.)

ondon, li-

The Pioneer ress, 61 Farringdon-street,

SOCIETY

(LIMITED)

Company Limited by Quarante!,

Registered Office—62 FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.O,

Chairman of Board of Directors—Ma, G. W. FOOTE,
Secretary—Miss E. M. VANCE,

*

This Society was formed in 1898 to afford legal security to the
acquisition and application of funds for Secular purposes.

The Memorandum of Association sets forth that the Society’s
Objects are:—To promote the principle that human conduct
should be based upon natural knowledge, and not upon super-
natural belief, and that human welfare in this world is the proper
end of all thought and action. To promote freedom of inquiry.
To promote universal Secular Education. To promote the com-
plete secularisation of the State, eto., etc. And to do all such
lawful things as are conducive to suoh objects. Also to have,
held, receive, and retain any sums of money paid, given, devised,
or bequeathed by any person, and to employ the same for any of
the purposes of the Society.

The liability of members is limited to £1, In case the Society
should ever be wound up and the assets were inaufnoiont to oover
liabilities—a most unlikely contingency.

Members pay an entrance fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent
yearly subscription of fivo shillings.

The Society has a considerable number of members, but amuch
larger number is desirable, aud it is hoped that some will be
gained amongst those who road this announcement. All who join
it participate in the oontrol of its business and the trusteeship of
Its resources. It is expressly provided in the Articles of Associa-
tion that no member, as such, shall derive any sort of profit from
ib Society, either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in
any way whatever.

The Society's affairs are managed by an elected Board of
Directors, consisting of not less than five and not more than
twelve members, one-third of whom retire (by ballot) osoh year,

but are oapable of re-eleotion. An Annual General

membexs ust be held in londen, to receive A
new Directors, and transact any other business ﬁﬁ &><niid
Being a duly registered body, the Secular

can receive donations and bequests with ebsol™ i0 A~
Those who are in a position to do so are ‘eM. y0i i®
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society's 1

wills.  On this point there neod not be tho slightest I*

It is quite impoaaible to set aside such bequests, * -coyit
have no option but to pay them over in the Orly rsB®V
administration. No objection of any kind has d ”~@eo
connection with any of tho wills by which tJ°

already beon benefited. J,?
A Form cf Beguest =kbe Jollowing is - < § gy
beguest for Iinsertion in tho wills of testators ol *,

“ bequeath to the Secular Society, Limited, iDe ® s

“ free from Legacy Duty, and | direct that a 0™ ;8 G\ &
“ two members of the Board of the said Societ O]

“ thereof shall be a good disohargo to my ®

“ said Legaoy.”

Friends of the Booiety who have remembered B
or who intend to do so, should formally notify jrg&0O
the faot, or send a private intimation to the agjof ™ v
(if desired) treat it as atriotly oonfldential. Tk<0
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes get lost jagire
their oontenta have to be established by conps®
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national secular society.

President: G. W. FOOTE.
8iore(ai'j/;Mi3sB.M.VANOB,6 2 Farringdon-st.1London. B 0

Principles ma Objects.
SaooLABIisM teaches that conduct should be bas  on reason
knowledge. It knows nothing of divine guidance or
‘interference ; it excludes supernatural hopes and fears; it
tegards happiness as man’s proper aim, and utility as his
tooral guide.

Secularism, affirms that Progress is only possible through
liberty, which is at once a right and a duty ; and therefore
~eks to remove every barrier to the fullest equal freedom of
mbought, action, and speech.

Secularism deolares that theology ib condemned by reason
@ superstitious, and by experience as misohievous, and
Issails it as the historic enemy of Progress.

Secularism accordingly seeks to dispel superstition; to
Pread education ; to disestablish religion; to rationalise
Morality ; to promote peace ; to dignify labor; to extend

i“sterial well-being ; and to realise the self-government of
mxe people.

.,fny person is eligible as a member on signing the
“‘owing declaration :—

‘l desire to join the National Secular Society, and I
P°dge myself, if admitted as a member, to co-operate in
demoting its objeots."”

Add rett « K, == KL e
OCCUPALION ...t e «.
Dated thii L..«d ay Of..'.--UMtMIMthMIMIM 190

w.bis Declaration should be transmitted to the Secretary
p'*b a subscription.
— Beyond a minimum of Two Shillings per year, every
~orabsr is left to fix his own subscription sooording to
“‘ameans and interest in the cause

Immediate Practical Objects.

til 6 legitimation of Bequests to Secular or other Free-

het¥*  Societies, for the maintenance and propagation of

0 *®&0dox opinions on matters of religion, on the same
mtions as apply to Christian or Theistie ohnrohes or

Irisations. '

~f. 2 Abolition of the Blasphemy Laws, in order that

“utl’l0l1 may 130 oanvasse<* aa freely as other subjects, with-
mar of fine or imprisonment.

Cn  Disestablishment and Disendowmeni
a*ohes in England, Scotland, and Wales.
‘bNi?8 Ab°Ubion of all Religions Teaching and Bible Reading
h» .10100ls, 01 other educational establishments supported

Restate.

“hilfl °P°n‘ng of all endowed educational institutions to the
3ren and youth of all classes alike,

of g 0 Abrogation of all laws interfering with the free use

V a ay ior ~le ParP°se of culture and recreation ; and the

Ma a” openin8 of State and Municipal Museums, Libraries,
A ft Galleries.

gia« af°’rm of the Marriage Laws, especially to secure

Mdf ~?.70e ,or husband and wife, and a reasonable liberty
f. ac*Jty of divorce.

that Q ~ahsation of the legal status of men and women, so
Th n ght® may *e independent of sexual distinctions.

*tom lvProteoiion of ohildren from all forms of violence, and

Ptewy . S*eed of those who would make a profit oat of their
yture labor.

,08W Abolition of all hereditary distinctions and privileges,

'bothl0® 1 spirit antagonistic to justioe and hnman
gethood.

dit;8 'mprovoment by all just and wise means of the con-

‘0 t ® of daily life for the masses of the people, especially

dwell; 8 anr' oifres, where insanitary and incommodious

*®kn B and *be want °* °Pen aPaoes>cause physical
The pSan<* disease, and the deterioration of family lifeT"

Nelf { 1(?m°tion of the right and duty of Labor to organise

t°r, moral and economical advancement, and of its

The « protection in such combinations,

fbooj ; u“8d“Ution of the idea of Reform for that of Punish-

SgQ? tho treatment of oriminals, so that gaols may no

1 4ph, placeB of brutalisation, or even of mere detention,

mosg a8®s of physical, intellectual, and moral elevation for
An ft,0 are afflicted with anti-social tendencies.

‘beta k Xtons'on of the moral law to animals, so as to secure

i The d ane treatment and legal protection against cruelty,

"“ho, yctnotion of Peace between nations and the substi-

"'V , Arbitration for War in the settlement of inter

* ‘bnintn»,

of the State
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FREETHOUGHT PUBLICATIONS.

Liberty and Necessity. An argument against
Free Will and in favor of Moral Causation. By David
Hume. 32 pages, price Id., postage Id.

The Mortality of the Soul.
With an Introduction by G. W. Foote.
postage |d.

An Essay on Suicide. By David Hume. With
an Historical and Critical Introduction by G. W. Foote,
price Id., postage id.

By David Hume.
16 pages, price Id.,

From Christian Pulpit to Secular Platform.
By J. T. Lloyd. A History of his Mental Development.
60 pages, price Id., postage Id.

The Martyrdom of Hypatia. By M. M. Manga-
sarian (Chicago). 16 pages, price Id., postage id.

By Lord Baoon.
86 pages, reduced

The Wisdom of the Ancients.
A beautiful and suggestive composition.
from Is. to 3d., postage Id.

A Refutation of Deism. By Peroy Bysshe
Shelley. With an Introduction by G, W. Foote. 32 pages,
price 1d., postage id.

Life, Death,and Immortality. By Percy Bysshe
Shelley. 16 pages, price Id., postage id.

Why Am | an Agnostic ? By Col. R. G. Ingersoll.
24 pages, price Id,, postage id.

Bible Studies and Phallic Worship.
Wheeler. 136 pages, price 9d., postage 2d.

By J. M.

Utilitarianism.
tant Work.

By Jeremy Bentham. An Impor-
32 pages, price 1d., postage id.

The Mistakes of Moses. By Col. R. G. Ingersoll.
Only Complete Edition. Beautifully printed on fine
paper. 136 pages. Reduced to 6d., postage 2id.

The Essence of Religion. .BylLudwig Feuerbach.
“ All theology is anthropology.” Buchner said that “ no
one haB demonstrated and explained the purely human
origin of the idea of God better than Ludwig Feuerbach.”
78 pages, price 6d, postage Id.

By Denis Diderot.
16 pages, price Id., postage id.

The Code of Nature. Power-

ful and eloquent.

Biographical Dictionary of Freethinkers—
Of AIll Ages and Nations. By Joseph Mazzini Wheeler,
355 pages, price (reduced from 7s. 6d.) 3s., postage 4d.

A Philosophical Inquiry Concerning Human
Liberty. By Anthony Collins. With Preface and Anno-
tations by G. W. Foote and Biographical Introduction by
J. M. Wheeler. One of the strongest defences of Deter-
minism ever written. Cloth, Is.; paper, 6d., post Id.

The Great Alternative.
30 pages, price 1d., postage Id.

By

Rome or Atheism?

G. W. Foote.

Defence of Freethought. By Col. R. G. Ingersoll.
64 pages, price 2d., postage Id.

A Reply to Cardinal Manning.
48 pages, price Id., postage Id.

Rome or Reason ?

By Col. R. G. Ingeidoll.

The Gods. An Oration by Col. R. G. Ingersoll.
48 pagos, price 2d., postage Id.

Do | Braspheme ? An Oration by Col. R. G
Ingersoll. 32 pages, prico Id., postage id,

PAMPHLETS BY G COHEN.

An Outline of Evolutionary Ethics. Published

at 6d., price 3d., postage Id.

Socialism, atheism, and Christianity. Price Id.,,
postage id.

Christianity and Social Ethics. Price Id.,

postage id.

Pain and Providence. Price Id., postage id.
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A Selection of Pamphlets by G. W. Foote.

THEISM OR ATHEISM:

Which ia the More Reasonable ?

ROME OR ATHEISM:
The Great Alternative. Price Id., post Jd.

THE ATHEIST SHOEMAKER.
A Study in Lying. Price Id., post Jd.

CHRISTIANITY OR SECULARISM:

Price 6d., post 1]3.

Which is True ? Price 4d., post I]d.

DARWIN ON GOD.

MY RESURRECTION.

A Missing Chapter from the Gospel of
Matthew. Price Id., post id.

MRS. BESANT’'S THEOSOPHY.
A Candid Criticism. Price Id., post ~d.

WHAT IS AGNOSTICISM p
Also a Defence of Adheiem. Price 2d., post 3.

LETTERS TO THE CLERGY.

A Discussion on Prayer, Miracles, etc.
Price 8d., post Ifd.

Price 2d., post Id.

SALVATION SYRUP.
A Reply to William Booth.

BIBLE AND BEER.

HALL OF SCIENCE LIBEL CASE.

A Pull and True Account of “ The Leeds
Orgies.” Price 8d., post IO

THE SIGN OF THE CROSS.

A Candid Criticism of Mr. Wilson Barrett's
Play. Price 8d., post If“*

THE NEW CAGLIOSTRO.

An Open Letter to Madame Blavatsky.
Prioe Id., post $4

THE PASSING OF JESUS.

The Last Adventures of the First Messiah.
Price 2d., post £=

THE IMPOSSIBLE CREED.

An Open Letter to the Bishop of Peterborough.
Prioe Id., posti*'

PHILOSOPHY OF SECULARISM.
Price Id., post

Price Id., post
Price id., post *4
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Books Every Freethinker Should Possess.

History of Sacerdotal Celibacy, by H. C. Lea.

In Two Handsome Volumes, Large 8vo., Published at 21s. net.
Price SEVEN SHILLINGS. Postage 7d.

This i3 the Third and Revised Edition, 1907, of the Standard and Authoritative Work
Saoerdotal Celibaey. Since its issue in 1867 it has held the first place in the literature of
the subjeot, nor is it likely to lose that position.

The Idea of The Soul, by A. E. Crawley.
Published at 6s net. Price 2s. 9d., postage 5d.

Mr. Crawley’'s reputation as an Anthropologist stands high, and the above is an import*®*
contribution to the anthropological aspect of the belief in a soul.

History of the Taxes on Knowledge, by C D. Collet.

With an Introduction by George Jacob Holyoake.
Two Vols. Published at 7s. Price 2s. 6d., postage 5d.

Mr. Collet was very closely associated for very many years with the movement for abolishing

the tax on newcp »pere, and writes with an intimate knowledge that few others possessed'

Mr. Collet traces tne history of the subject from the earliest times to the repeal of the ftft
after the Bradtaugh Struggle.

The Theories of Evolution, by Yves Delage.
1912 Edition. Published at 7s. 6d. net. Price 3s., postage 5d.

A Popular, bat Thorough, Exposition of the various Theories of Evolution from Darwin
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