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Always be ready to speak your mind, and a base man
N avoid you—w it1iam Blake.

Some Characteristics of G. w. Foote.

1athe usual fate of reformers to be misrepresented
slandered while living, and to become the oentre
, legends—more or less derogatory—when they are
@®a. It lies in the very nature of their work, in the
aracter of the forces they are fighting, that this
°Qd be so. The enemy they attack is strongly
~trenched behind the ramparts of social position,
tradition, and of wealth. Above all, in modern
scieties, the enemy controls that great channel of
Publicity, the press.  The reformer is left to oreate
“Wh vehicle of communication with the world.
iil0 ~ost, in ninety-nine cases out of every hun-
bot '?eoome even his own ﬁrinter, publisher, and
°tseller. And the publio he reaches, the public
Gi- really knows him, becomes, under these con-
4 a very limited one. A muoh larger public
Sbe familiar with his name, and may be in some
a®re more or less acquainted with the kind of
te enSaSea energies. But the man that
58Public knows is not the real man, and what it
“ratands by his work is only a oarioature.
in kind of a Thomas Paine— despite the
* vindications that have been given to the
@ a isit that the average Christian, in all inno-
$4iCe maybe, thinks of ? It is oertainly not the real
Nip6 brilliant writer, the ardent, clean-minded
f * *al and social reformer, the incorruptible fighter
tgy man freedom in the old world and in the new,
Aidl-aD wbo risked his life rather than sacrifice his
'Npk™@®' ax* vrho paved the way for reforms of
*ec millions now reap the benefit. The Paine
t° outraged tyranny and revengeful bigotry gave
Wor™ was a drunken, dissolute, scurrilous
iaflpbleteer, living in infamy, and dying in disgrace,
H8 Opoor, ignorant, deluded public dings to this
Ik aa though it were a priceless possession,
o m true of Paine is true also of scores
ie®t”™ re/ormers in all walks of life. Threatened
Pa interests either buries them in oblivion or
J , 8them with infamy.
baticaVe Written the above because of a communi-
ths ~ at baa jost reaohed me from a subscriber to
MittdlaPer> This gentleman sent a copy of the
ihi8@.al Nuimber of the iFreethinker W # friend.
oPiEr|end was not a Christian. Religion was not
* nwhich he felt any great interest—either for
~unjil8® But he had heard of G. W. Foote, and he
% ieE~respondent how surprised he was to find
tre by 80 many people as a scholar, a man
D @Bticne Cu™ure»a fine writer, and one whose sense
thQee a°d humanitarian breadth won the respeot
p9bad <O were gnite opposed to him in opinion,
hinted W”ently known only the G. W. Foote that
K it wrtb°doxy had created. It was not the real
b cario T n°~ bbe G. W. Foote that we knew, it was
N maQatore that had been set up in plaoe of the

j™MoQ  &ood before his remains in the City of
jNd jV~matorium to say a few words of farewell,
SWfu W. Foote made the supreme sacrifice
jii bought—he gave himself. And I intended
1,790 Ver7 peculiar sense, one that | think was
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fully grasped by but few—if any—of the mourners
present. For | fancy that but few present realised
that the direct, sledge-hammer attack on Christianity
with which he became identified, that powerful
amalgam of satire, ridicule, and good, sterling
scholarship expressed in the plainest and most
uncompromising language, was deliberately adopted
as the one method that could crush modern religious
obscurantism and bigotry. Yet so it was, and | have
the very best authority for saying so—G. W. Foote
himself.

It is well known that in the seventies, before he
edited the Secularist, he wrote frequently for Brad-
laugh’s National Reformer. | may reprint one or two
of those articles one day, if only for the purpose of
letting people contrast the earlier Foote with the
later one. When | first came across these articles,
many years ago, they were something of a revelation.
They portrayed quite a different G. W. Foote to the
one | knew—different, that is, in manner. The firm
and trenchant writer was there even then. But they
were the articles of ayoung man fresh from the study
of philosophy, with the ideas expressed in scholarly
and studiously polite language. They were the
articles of one who felt that the difference between
himself and the Christian religion was a purely
intellectual one, to be decided as one might decide
a difference of opinion concerning some question of
mathematics.

Talking with him one day, | mentioned this matter
of the style of his early artioles, and | asked him if
he oould tell mo what caused the change of method.
He looked at me for a moment, and then, with a
curious side glance, said, “ I went through the Brad-
laugh struggle.” That was all; but it meant volumes.
He had seen one of the greatest figures of the nine-
teenth century deprived of his right to a seat in
Parliament as the eleoted representative of the
people; he had seen him set on without mercy and
without deoenoy by thousands of bigots—many of
them highly placed; and he realised that he had so
far misjudged the nature of the fight. It was not a
contest between armchair philosophers. It wa3 not
a mere intellectual difference, to be settled by a
quiet and deoorous discussion. The bigots were
numerous, active, and unscrupulous. They would
stop at nothing to gain their ends; and resolved to
pursue the fight without meroy. Henceforth every
aid that invective, satire, ridioule, sarcasm, oould give
was fully utilised. The scholarship was always
there, and it was always evident to suoh of his
hearers as were well read enough to appreciate all
that went to the make-up of his superficially simple
speeches and articles. But the scholarship was
veiled, and the bigots hated him all the more fiercely
because of the form in which it waff presented. He
meant, ha said, to make bigotry feel the weight of
his whip, and but for that deliberate resolve the
numbers of the Freethinker for whioh he was prose-
cuted would never have been issued.

And this | regard as the supreme sacrifice of his
live. He deliberately sacrificed the good opinion of
the “ respectable ” school of “advanced ” thinkers in
order to educate the masses and restrain the bigots.
Littlor men—much littler men—gained a reputation
of scholarship with but a mere tithe of his mental
equipment. He smiled at their pose, and went his
self-ohosen way. And in doing so he showed himself
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capable of a height of self-abnegation to which few
men cguM have risen,

In this connection | may be permitted a
remark of Mr. Swinny’s in his excellent article in
last week’s issue. In common with all educated
readers, Mr. Swinny had a great admiration for Mr.
Foote’s style. And Mr. Swinny adds that he has
been informed this was modelled on the style of
Hooker. | hardly think this to have been the case.
| know that Mr. Foote had a great admiration for
the author of the Ecclesiastical Polity, and 1 well
remember his look of surprise when, many years ago,
I quoted something from that work. *“ So you read
Hooker!” and | could see that I had risen in his
estimation; and | suppose there are really not many
people who could claim to have read the Ecclesiastical
Polity from cover to cover. And one could under-
stand that Hooker, with his clear mental vision, his
genial satire, his reflection of the grand manner of
the Elizabethans, his freedom from religious scur-
rility, his sensitiveness to the choice of words, and
broad human outlook, would have had a great
attraction for a man of G. W. Foote’s tastes and
temperament.

Nevertheless, 1 do not think he owed more to
Hooker than a receptive brain will naturally owe to
the reading of great works. My own impression is
that he owed more to Swift—for whom he had a
great admiration both as a writer and as a man of
courage—to Defoe, and Cobbett. He always advised
beginners of promise to read these men—the great
“ direct ” writers—to use his own characterisation.
There was, of course, the influence of Shakespeare,
always to be taken for granted where Foote was
concerned, and the Elizabethans generally, concern-
ing whom his knowledge was singularly wide and
peculiarly intimate.

And his admiration for Hooker may be taken as
illustrative of his impartiality of mind in judging
writers with whose ideas he had little or no sym-
pathy. He had a very great admiration for some of
the seventeenth century theologians, for two or
three of those belonging to the eighteenth century,
for at least one belonging to the nineteenth century
—Newman—and an easy-going contempt for the vast
majority of modern preachers. And | believe his
attitude towards both the earlier and the later
preachers to be quite defensible. In the seventeenth
century modern scienoe was only in the birth throes
of its attack upon theology, and it still offered
attractions to many men of first-rate ability. With
the development of modern thought, the inroads
upon theology became more and more pronounced,
the enlistment of men of the calibre of Hooker,
Taylor, or Donne an almost impossible matter. The
English Church had its last really great champion in
Bishop Butler; and after Newman, the brains
seemed to go out of the old creed with marked
rapidity.

But it was this G. W. Foote, the man whose know-
ledge of the very best of the Christian theologians
would have qualified him to write a history of
preaching, and whose knowledge of English litera-
ture was of a singularly extensive character, the
writer of faultless prose with an almost uncanny
power of selecting exactly the right word to express
his meaning, and with a grasp of philosophical
guestions that only those who knew him intimately
could appreciate, it was this G. W. Foote whom out-
siders had come to regard as a coarse, vulgar writer
and speaker, who prostituted his admitted ability by
abusive attaoks on religion. That was no more the
real G. W. Foote than the drunken, dissolute, un-
cultured Paine of popular Christian preaching was
the Paine that some of the best men in two conti-
nents held in honor. Both committed the unpar-
donable sin in attcking the established creed. Both
paid the price of slander and misrepresentation. Bat
both live in the memories and in the affeotions of
those who recognise that it is by the sacrifice of the
few that the lot of the many is made better, and
freedom made more seoure. cc

. Cohen.
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Has Freothought Fulfilled Its Missioni

Me.Hobatio Bottohley, iN a Kindly reference
the death of our late leader in John Bull for Ootobel
30, asserts that “to-day there is no need for ay
further Freethoughfc propaganda,” because “all O
us think freely now.” Since Mr. Bottomley tame
theologian and began to play to the Christian galley
his allusions to Freethought have not been free ffO
bias. It is perfectly true that George Jacob Holyoa™
preferred the term Secularism to Atheism as aism
nation of the system he advocated, but it is not e
that he “ abandoned Atheism ” as his own creed-

is true that Charles Bradlaugh resigned the PresideO
ship of the National Secular Society a short fti
before he died, but Mr. Bottomley is radically 1 O
taken when he says that “ in his later life he beca
less ‘iconoclastic.”” Bradlaugh resigned in c°Ca
quence of ill-health. Mr. John M. Robertson te
us that “ the scene of his resignation was a toucarbse
one,” and highly significant was the address
delivered on the occasion. He endedt h u s »

“1 do not say, ‘ We part, friends,” because this >80
parting. The movement is still as much to me as
as much as it has been during my life. For m°reT j
forty years | have been a speaker among you. ™
lay down the wand of office, and the right to gip Q.4
mand, but | hope always to remain with yon a
counsellor ” (His Life and Work, vel. ii., p. 411)

“ Bradlaugh, in his later life, became loss T°/
olastio,” says Mr. Bottomley; but we have j
emphatio assurance of Bradlaugh bimself, N
his daughter, Mrs. Hypatia Bradlaugh Bonner,
he did nothing of the kind. 2]
Mr. Bottomley admits that “ Foot9 was a
of brilliant parts, and, in his way, did good
though “it was rough and ready—and unfas ~»
able—work.” He also admits that his
which he pays only a left-handed compliment»
borne its fruit.” Then he hazards the &30gi
ingly inacourate declaration that “ to-day them *
need for any further Freethought propaganda»
Bottomley enjoys the renown of being exoept™0
smart, and no doubt, in his way, he deserves 1 > u
if he really believes that the Freethought pmpa8*
has borne its fruit, and is no longer needed- b
either totally ignorant of the existing state 0L j,&
in Christendom, or hopelessly blinded by pm) “jjl
As a matter of fact, freedom of thought fj
very largely a thing of the future. The yQuo'»
not yet aware that freedom of thought is “ »a* 4,
of human progress.” So far as they are co°ctor it
authority is still the great, determining
education. Children are not free to think f°I di¢>
selves, and all the Chnrohes are agreed thfl jjj«
freedom should never be granted to thcovwa™”
Mr. Bottomley never heard of the bitter al pit
menions interdenominational fight that has
going on for years in this oountry over the >
of religious instruction in Government Sehoo 1
he ignorant of the fact that Freethinkers ar
subjected to persecution of a galling and bnih 00
order? Wo will do Mr. Bottomley the J3® O
saying that he was broad-minded enough ~
the late Mr. Foote the hospitality of J('Tn n<
offer of which our lamented leader ayal Gd
on more than one bcthidiml \We alsO o- ‘i’f
remember that Mr. Austin Harrison, . ¢
English Beview, regarded him as a ® ¢
contributor, and that the number 1Q "';j,
masterly artiole on George Meredith apP/pti™Y’
quickly out of print. Bat these were ™ gri”"»
painfally rare. By the press of G *,,
generally, George William Foote was _Igu
this was true of the London press $
Though one of the most brilliant intol co™\t
his generation, though he displayed ber°> b~ (i
in most trying circumstances, and tboag ¢ ff*
ideally tolerant of views which wholly  ~ bi..
his own, yet the reward meted out t° oStmcitp
British people at large was obloquy, odrs®» *
For exercising the right of thinking» P
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filing freely, he was obliged to nay the heaviest
QPenalties.
There is absolutely no esoapa from the fact that
~ethinkers still Buffer from a very severe form of
Ric censorship. We are aware that the trend of
Oage has hitherto been towards liberty. Science
&Bnow coma practically into its own kingdom, and
3demonstrated word has almost attained to the
‘gnity and authority of an inexorable law. As
lessor Bury informs us, “No man of science
Bany fear of publishing his researches, whatever
onsegnenoes they may iavolve for current beliefs,
«loism of religious dootrines and of political and
~al institutions being free.”  Still the freedom
[£}°yed by the scientist is not shared by the militant
J&hinker, and there are plenty of bigots about to
~om even science is only another name for the
OMi, and who, if they had their way, would crucify
‘ ®en of science, as the Jews are supposed to have
Affied Jesus.
~ow, Freethinkers, at least the militant ones,
»igh as their supreme object, not merely the
Qrg of full liberty for themselves, but also the
~plete emancipation of the innumerable slaves
superstition by whom they are surrounded. The
J1. feature of saoh slaves is their unconsciousness
Many of them vainly imagine

BW mé:raepft%\/tyfreest people on earth.! In the
§J.’\upondence Column of the R9V. Professor David
n?tbi D.D., in the British Weekly for October 28, an
“Tuber” writes thus —

"1 am a member of a church whose communicants
Partake of the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper kneeling
°r such a posture | find no warranty in Scripture, but
and the reclining or sitting posture set forth. | often
nmk of ceasing to take the Sacrament under the
Present mode of administration, as my conscience dis-

proves of it. Kindly say what you would recommend
‘be to do.”

. a ubly inquiry rouses even Dr. Smith to a
g6? towering indignation. He cannot tolerate
bite| . feness of mind and meanness of spirit exhi-
» Inthe amazing statement. “ What a nuisance,”
44 Qaims, “ a man’s consoienoe may be to himself
4d t n8igbbors.” Most probably this ignorant
co”opid believer is a thorn in the flesh of the
lgo Qoity in which he resides. But his name is
W, ' the world actually teeming with similar
1heg ~ot 8 long ago Dr. Smith himself fell into
Pr through invincible prejudice no doubt, of
ng>in the same Correspondence Column, that
Slﬂ’ as an unknown quantity in the Pagan world
Leh® aJTvent of Christ. Ignorance could not
faw e8n accountable for so stupendous a falsehood,
pie0bbtferstand that the Professor is an accom-
Hthe 0™ 83104 &8 bolar, and must have been familiar
d Arpll®0 be wrote with the high-toned teachings
Heot and Roman philosophers and poets on the
~teO °t domestic love. Christianity flatly refuses
V¢ u °nise any good in the world which does not
H g8existenoe to itself; and every Christian con-
Hg a®&urious specimens all other Christians
j ° n°t hold the same views as himself. During
Ne<I8 1 ew years a furious controversy has been
t110 hounds of the Anglican Church as

Hsa . rfeis right or wrong for Episcopalians to
thelrlae|Twith Nonconformists in the celebration
% ~ 's Supper. The idea entertained by the
~ of the Bishops and their respective olergy

V e°,be that an episoopally ordained minister
conBecluenoe °f bis ordination, a special

He ~through whioh alone Divine grace will pass,
Q eatktain*&ers the Sacrament, from the Redeemer
Hcopan reverent communioant, whereas a non-
hH Bort ~ Q<ained clergﬁlman becomes nothing of
and through whom, therefore, no Divine
~oiven® reaOh his followers a3 they partake of

h aar? ComtBunion. Is it not clear, then, beyond
f eéBenf-Wof a doubt, that all who take part in suoh
Slav lally fdiotio discussion are well-nigh hope-

7 * of superstition ? Most of the men who
*Vw “ia controversy claim to be God s vicars
gOrent8, whose business it is to mediate
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between him and the people. Does it never occur to
them how utterly ridiouktus they make him look to
all who think ? Do they never pause and seriously
ask themselves what it is they are so passionately
qguarrelling about ?

Take the War as another illustration of the blight-
ing influence of superstition. The overwhelming
majority of those engaged in it are Christian
believers, and they are slaughtering one another in
the name and for the glory of him whom they all
call Father. More than that, all alike are asking that
same Father to grant them a speedy victory, irrespec-
tive of the side to which they belong. That is to say,
these Divine children are deafening their Father’s
ears with prayers against one another. Further-
more, they are all agreed that the War is a judgment
on those who oceupy the opposite side. We in
Great Britain are quite sure that it is Germany and
her Allies whom God is punishing, but the curious
thing is that while punishing them h9 is allowing
hundreds of thousands of our men to be innocently
slain. In Germany, the general belief is that it is
Great Britain and her Allies upon whom the Divine
wrath has fallen ; and yet, while God is bringing us
to the dust, millions of Gormans and Austrians have
been sacrificed. Now, Atheists thoroughly under-
stand the War because they have studied it as a
purely human phenomenon. They can see clearly
how and why it began, as well as how and why it
still goes on. There is absolutely nothing super-
natural about it at any point. It is merely a detest-
able instance of the operation of the law of the
struggle for existence and power between the different
European nations. Civilisation has broken down,
and the primal human passions are in full evidence.
When Christianity won Europe, Humanism was con-
demned, and practically disappeared. We are no
farther forward in any essential sense to-day than
we were two thousand years ago. The War only
shows us what a colossal failure Christianity has
been, and how impossible the War would probably
have been had Humanism been allowed free scope
during the last nineteen oenturies.

As a matter of fact, the need for Freethought pro-
paganda is more clamorous now than ever. The
world will not be free, Humanism cannot do its
constructive wark, until the Christian religion has
been wiped out. This War may be the last only
on condition that it succeeds in giving supernatural-
iam its final quietus. Let us, therefore, buckle on
cur armor and fight more valiantly than ever before.

J. T. Lioyd.

“Let Me Hide Myself in Thee.”

The Story goes that Augustus Montague Toplady,
sheltering from the rain in a hollow among the rooks
of Burrington, in Somersetshire, conceived the idea
of his morbid hymn,—

“ Rook of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in thee.”

This miserable rhyme has for more than a century
expressed the timidity of tens of thousands of souls,
and helped to keep alive the sentiment of dependence
upon the autocracy of God in heaven. Toplady was
a Calvinist, and believed that God ordained souls to
salvation or doom as he arbitrarily pleased. Hence
he was vexed with the somewhat more liberal views
whioh John Wesley entertained of the divine char-

acter. At the age of thirty-two, he attaoked the
elderly Methodist in this exquisitely courteous
language ‘—

“ Time, sir, has already whitened your locks, and the
hour must shortly come which will transmit you to the
tribunal of that God on whose sovereignty the greater
part of your life has been one continued assault.”

He evidently expected and hoped that when Wesley

got transmitted to the tribunal, he would receive a
severe reprimand from Toplady’s God. He oven
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wrote doggerel verses describing Wesley’s chat with
Satan, one of the stanzas running :—

‘ Oh, your servant, my friend,” quoth the priest,
‘ Though you carry the mark of the beast,
I never shook paws with a welcomer guest.” ”

Saeh are the manners of Calvinists.

I have raked up this unsavory hymn of the Rock
of Ages because it unfortunately illustrates the
tendency of a certain section of our people to stand
aloof from the national orisis in which the European
War has involved Great Britain and the Empire-
Federation. These critics do practically nothing
else but find fault with the diplomacy of the War,
the conduct of the War, and the proposals for con-
tinuing the War to a reasonable success. | am
ready to admit that, in some rare cases, this attitude
results from the conviction that such a protest will
really benefit the mind of the British people, and
help towards peace and reconstruction. Bat, in
many instances, | fear it results from a feeliDg of
priggish superiority, and a vanity which shrinks
from too close contact with a terrible problem lest
the critio’s laok of real wisdom should be tested and
exposed. There is even an element of cowardice
associated with such sentiments, perhaps mental
rather than physical, as if the personality dreaded
to handlo unclean or perplexing things and situations.

Now, | suspect that the origin of such opinions is,
to a large extent, theologioal. For centuries past,
people have divided the secular world from the divine
world ; they have classed the secular world as mainly
evil, and the divine world as entirely good; and,
when they have found themselves confronted with
dangers and difficulties, they have retreated to the
refuge of the Divine: —

“ Kook of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in thee.”

I will even venture to affirm that this habit of skulk-
ing may persist in minds that have given up theo-
logical beliefs, so powerful is ancient use and oustom.
This is but another way of saying that theology oan
only be finally expelled, not by mere argument, but
by courage. Argument, indeed, is a valuable aid;
but it does not strike home effectively until the
human heart resolves to fulfil its own destiny, self-
reliant and self-directive.

I will illustrate my point by quoting a case which
came before the Sheriff in the Summary Court of
Glasgow a week or two ago. A oitizen, R A. M. (I
omit the full name) had deolined to Bupply details
asked for by the Government in the recent national
registration:—

“ K. A. M. admitted failing to sign the registration
form. Accused, on the invitation of the Sheriff, said—
The reason why | decline to sign this is simply because
war is contrary to the teaching of Christ, and, there-
fore, being registered for the purposes of war is also
contrary to His teachings. When | was converted |
enlisted as a soldier in the Army of Christ. 1 don’t
think a soldier can wear two uniforms; at least if he
does he is a traitor to the one he puts on first.

“ Accused, in reply to the Sheriff, said he was an in-
surance agent, a widower with two of a family, and
earned about 483. a week,

“ The Sheriff— Well, when Caesar requires you to sign
a declaration sign it, and render unto C »3ar the things
that are Caesar's. You are fined £5, with the alterna-
tive of twenty days’ imprisonment. You have a month
to pay the fine.”

It is not a question as to whether R. A. M. is honest.
What | would like to know is tho exaot relation of
this amiable Scot to the world in which he lives, the
world of the War, the world of Trades-Unionism, the
world of railways, dooks, mines, fields, hospitals,
slams. | observe with interest that he is an insur-
ance agent, prepared and willing to earn 48s. a week
from secular souroes, on condition that he persuades
people to pay premiums towards a fund for insurance
in case of death. The business appears to stand on
a remarkably secular level. But when R. A. M. is
requested to write oertain personal notes as to ago,
statns, and oooupation, he tells the seoular State
which has guarded him and helped him from his
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youth up, that he is not going to be inveigled
military service, because he has already entered t
service of Christ. He must not be a traitor
Christ.

The honest man does not go so far as to sathd*
spises the world, else the Sheriff might proPQ®
inquire why he aot3as an insurance agent. On
other hand, he makes no pretence at trying™ to™®gP
the world ; and that is my complaint against
Christian objector. Rebellion is sometimes a sols
duty, but it is only a duty when the rebel O
straightforwardly assign reasons for thinking "
action will, so far as he can judge, tend to the soc™
welfare. While he dwells in a community, anv dl.
if he only encamps within its gates, he m
operate for the common good, either by obedieoO
the laws and usages, or by honorable effort t°~
prove those institutions through persuasion or r u
lion. Bat he has no right whatever to erect
external authority, suotfas God, or Christ, or
spiritual Inner Light, which has no organic Cares
tion with the sooial life and manners. If he
in the Ruck of Ages, he is a sneak, or
coward; or, at tho best, a stray member
ancient theological tribe, whose philosophy u a
working attaohment with present-day affairO
administration. , te

The point is one of extreme importance
body politio, and, both during and after the
{after especially), will call for serious study. ic

Theology has a ghost known as 1%
Theology says a thing is right beoause God, or N
God, ordains it. Metaphysio says a thing ® 18
done in accordance with a principle which is *
tive in the nature of things; not (observe)
observation and experience and historical 6 e
meﬂt—supper‘t the principle. If a map o R.cﬁm
must do this or that because his conscience
if that is all the reason he can give, then
resting his action on metaphysical grounds, a
social. What | maintain is, that mere console ~
ness is not a justification for refusing to  fiill
burdens of the seoular State with ones ™ gy
citizens. Civilisation must dispense with Ha
on the same reasoning, it must dispense w &
Conseienee-God.  Poetically, indeed, we ® 3pt,
scribe conscience as the God within the kreaBo'0RS8
in the work-a-day world, conscience only P b
validity in the degree that it keeps II’]FIVVVO
with t%é publio teought, publit eXPerfErtss"
serrows, hopes, Joys, am asplratlﬁﬁé'
essence of such a conscience is that it sh «<<rl1
the world, and hele the world and, serve ~tioé ~
Tkre st _be—noVMiding ks, or} of
the tent of sulklness or assumed wis s
Super-man. o )

Hence, I draw a very distinot line be™ end a
dissenter who defiss sooiety in the name O 10

Consgience (ljke, our friend the Glawovt\ﬁelib’mt};l

ooooterTaom” r.n Footg
0 aharchie. i r e o e i e
-Janarohio ") to appeal to a detaoﬁed |IGL In f”/
& God of & Gomsgieooe is preserved  jges Sip
private idek Wbenseas it ks a sane an qa (§ ket

pble prooedure to say to one’s nelghp

It)yi)w&j
contrary t0 the ini and 8noh tenets or Pr°P°B’ésE

promote- | MtereB‘aV\hlchyouandl
tbe p(I)z’pS LZ tyr%vcoaly popu¥ar I tf%ns l"

?ee a0 lamgu@@e aod ahppleai to PO jp any na '
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G. W. Foote.—As a Man.

ANRING the latter years of his life, Mr. Foote lived
~ Westcliff-on-Sea, where he was held in high
fJeem At his death, the local papers devoted
“Imins to his memory, and the notices were evidence
O the respect ho inspired. He was very fond of
Wdking on the pier and in the summer months he
fluently took steamer-trips to Margate, Ramsgate,
1 Clacton. The sea had ever a great fascination
@ him, and in his younger years he was keen on
gating. Although he had little leisure for local
~drs, he was a member of the Westcliff Ratepayers’
ssociation, and whenever a matter of principle was
solved, such as the question of Sunday perform-
oS at picture theatres, or matters affecting the
erty of the people, he attended the meetings. On
j % occasions the members were surprised and
e“8hted to hear a real orator in their midst who
tim vo*oe hheir demands with dignity. At suoh
h8a he was very persuasive, and he often carried
[ PQnts by the oharm of his personality. When
, &>nplimented him on his rare taot, he said,
B8 N°nsver seen a strong man courting ? Taot
jQy common sense in praotioe.”
t .waa not “roses all the way.” Sometimes he
lcelveinsulting letters and postoards. One pious
Qdrel sent them regularly. Mr. Foote merely
teG”»™ “hese things, and then dropped them in

ill jiaB8PaPer basket. “1 have been accused of
« a®crimes in the calendar,” he remarked,
OD™Pt murder. That is because these people
& n~And a corpse.” Oace he was stopped in the
- et hy one of these creatures and he told him to
‘I'm damned if 1 do!” was the sauoy

“You're damned if you don’'t,” was the
8crushing rejoinder; and the man went. Ha

00 malice ; it was foreign to his nature. After
ji  "he stormiest debates he ever held he shook
ht, 8/>th his opponent in the ante-room and asked
Crit™h awinninS smile, “ How’s the wife ?”
tek 188 82 h®was conceited ; he was nothing of
Qof °8 HOknew he was head and shoulders above
568 ? etb but he did not presume upon it. |
d.a Nim to have his portrait reproduced in his

an™.as a frontispiece to his books. “ 1 am not
frotOWES>" he said, “ why trouble !” The last
fto~rph fie had was taken by subterfoge by a
Stief aPfier when he accompanied his charming

ra®ddaughter to the studio to have her portrait
a3it snaPPed the Chief whilst he was seated,
qrea”a8 °nly by express request that he had a few
V t reProduoed, and Mr. Foote bought the nega-
7 Rrevent it being scattered broadcast.

TRxivate Hite was idyllic. When he first dined
nfst.~rsoll he was asked to take some oysters,
"ol fined. Ingersoll said, “ Not like oysters,

** —»s the only fault I find with you." So
refa 7 Foote’s home life; calumny was silent.
Si- m||8{ dispensed a cordial hospitality, the house

43100M without visitors and friends. And it

pac9.a privilege and a pleasure to visit his

- ~er°r fQ~\® 00ur8e °i his hi®fi° had collected
iDliké riry °fijecta of great interest. He had a
optiog = at  Ingersoll on the walls with an
‘mw”® gallant Colonel’'s dashing hand-

"Hi tho pWho iy thBl bie?" asked & visiver
Wo] ‘“hief was showing round, pointing to a
hT&, i, Prirait of Richard Carlile. “ That,” said
S°ne °f the bravest men who ever lived.”
rMVBan exinisite piece of needlework by
Ns t°hler oi Eogene and George Macdonald.
8/’\ cell r.e VOOme Meredith sent to_him in his

F Oo/1 Holloway, with the inscription, “ To
) ofad’e ' “yom George Meredith.” This
i~atiog “eration from the greatest writer of our

thern&9 one °f fi‘'s proudest possessions.
O aPerirjWere the Meredith letters, extending

“« a2 iy ars, and of a most intimate
bRt WY VeI anc of 2 most Intimate
8  védbre)

y simp e§9r?rﬁ§|sgfwz§|?)§|@ and very abste-

ihn
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mious. Whilst his guests could have what they
liked, he contented himself with plain fare. For
some years he enjoyed good cigars, but latterly he
abandoned that small luxury because it affected his
throat; but there was always a box of cigars for his
friends. He disliked personal adornment, not wear-
ing a ring or a watch-chain. He had a hair watch-
guard some time, but not for very long. He had
presentation watohes and pins, but he never wore
them, contenting himself with a serviceable watch
of small value. He wore the same shape of hat for
years— latterly, a little out-of-date. “If I live long
enough,” he said, “1 shall be once more in the
fashion, for these things always repeat themselves.”

Mr. Foote had an extraordinary capacity for work.
He wrote a beautifully clear hand himself, and when
iliness affected it, he smiled and said, “ I shall never
write as badiy as Shakespeare "— alluding, of course,
to the poet’s handwriting. Until the last eighteen
months he attended to all his personal correspon-
dence himself, and his postage bill averaged a pound
weekly. Even children who wrote to him received
charming letters in return—to them he was Captain
Greatheart. When obscure psople wrote to him he
was just as courteous. It was nothing to him what
a man’s position was. | have seen him shake hands
with Bhabby people with the same urbanity and
courtesy as he did when he greeted men of position.
He was the same to all—a great oaptain, a great
gentleman, strong yet pitiful.

Literature was his great love—after Freethought.
In the last days he read and enjoyed “ Mark Ruther-
ford’s Pages from a Journal, and he was keenly inter-
ested in that writer’s account of “ George Eliot.”
He intended writing on the book in his “ Personal.”
He was also greatly interested in Mr. A. B. Moss'’s
brightly written recollections, and used to supple-
ment them with notes from time to time. For con-
temporary writers he had no great admiration,
excepting Thomas Hardy and Bernard Shaw. More
than once he expressed his regret that the younger
men had so little to say. His own library was very
comprehensive. He bought books frequently, and
nearly always returned from a walk with a new
purchase in his pocket. Ho was extremely broad-
minded. His article on Cardinal Newman, published
in the Freethinker, was afterwards reprinted in a
volume of tributes to that great eoolesiastio.

When he was too ill to walk far ho used a bath-
chair. He did not like the idea at first. “ It is too
much like a large perambulator,” he said, “ and
suggests second childhood.” But he found it more
comfortable than he expected, and his favorite
journey was along the cliffs and in full sight of the
sea. The attendant who used to pull him along was
an elderly man, and it chafed the Chief that an older
man than himself should have to do suoh work, and
he showed his sympathy in a tangible manner that
the old man appreciated. His hairdresser who used
to visit him at his house to attend to his needs wrote
a charming lotter on his death, saying that he felt
he had lost a friend and not a customer.

Thu3 throughout life did he make friends; or, to
put it better, thus did men learn to respect him and
value him and beoome devoted to him. There have
been great men and great leaders who have never
inspired suoh feelings of devotion and affeotion as he
has, beoause they have not been so human, so simple,
and so sympathetic. And, be it remembered, it is
not only in these islands that he has been so regarded,
and not only in the Freethought movement. Clergy-
men wrote to him in their mental perplexities. Our
kinsmen beyond the seas regarded him with an equal
devotion, and throughout the length and breadth of
the English-speaking world his name has been, and
will be, a name to conjure with.

Who could so inspire them as the leader who had so
often rallied them and led them to victory. It was
like him to go without hesitation at duty’s oall. His
age, his health, the season, these all would not be
considered for a moment weighed against the great
and good purpose which prompted his journey. And
so surrounded by the men he has ied so often, he has
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passed away in harness and activity, employed up to
the very last. The European War waging at the
moment, the desperate struggle of millions formed a
setting not unworthy of the great soldier of progress
in his last hours. He goes to his last rest after a
life folly spent in the service of his fellows. He
leaves behind an example of steadfast devotion and
persistent endeavor, at all times and at all seasons,

for us to follow. MIMNEEMUS.

G. W. Foote : An Appreciation.

By T. F. Paimee.

with the deeply regretful death of the leader of
British Freethought a powerful personality has de-
parted. It cannot be gainsaid that he dedicated his
life to the noble cause of liberty, both of thought and
expression. In any other European country the late
Mr. Foote’s wide knowledge, platform ability, and
literary gifts, would have won universal acknow-
ledgment. Bui in our home of compromise no
attitude of mind is more reprobated than that which
impels a man to make known to the people his
departure from current creeds. Hence that shameful
conspiracy of silence which was only broken to re-
luctantly concede Foote’s real intellectual standing
when death had silenced his voice and arrested bis
pen for ever.3

In the face of snob depressing circumstances our
lost leader’s splendid courage shines forth with
greater lustre. An outspoken advocacy of free-
thought in France, Belgium, Italy, and other coun-
tries, has been attended with the opportunity of
occupying the most exalted offices in the State. In
these less conventional lands the fearless Freethinker
does not now incur the penalty of political and social
ostracism, which is almost invariably the reward of
the brave pioneers in our own ultra-respectable isles.
Consequently, the dauntless bearing whieh our late
leader consistently displayed constitutes a quality
which entails sacrifices, grievous and heavy in the
extreme.

That Mr. Foote was fully aware of the severe
penalty he paid for his inability to slur the veracities,
abundant evidence exists, both in his writings and
speeches. Many years ago, in a candid criticism
of Mrs, Besant’s Theosophy, he praised that gifted
woman for her unfaltering love of truth. No genuine
affection for veracity can flourish apart from the
passion to utter fearlessly to the world the truth
as we see it. Foote held that courage—and courage
and love of truth are the same—is the greatest of
virtues, and cowardice the most miserable of sins.

It is not the privilege of every man to wear a
martyr's crown. Many an enthusiastic reformer has
faltered when the oritioal moment oarae. But Foote
was a reformer of firmer mould. When his ordeal
arrived, his demeanor proved Roman in its grandeur.
His speech before Lord Chief Justice Coleridge
attraoted the attention of the civilised world, and
his refusal to permit any of his colleagues to run the
risks that had sent him to herd with felons was a
revelation of the man’s steadfast character. His
and Bradlaugh’s fight for freedom still await their
record, but some day the historical genius will render
justice to their deeds.

George Meredith’s “ Pilgrim’s Sorip ” alleges that
in the darkest hour of our distress we gather the
worthiest about us. The names of those famons
men who signed the petition for Mr. Foote’s release
from Holloway Gaol form a sufficient guarantee for
the view entertained by our leading lights in science,
philosophy, literature, and art as to the merits of his
case. The cream of the working classes, and many
of the more thoughtful members of the middle
order, rallied to his support. But as those in
authority deemed it inexpedient to notice the claims
of humanity and justice, tho hero who has left us
was doomed to bear the brutal sentence imposed by
a savage Catholio judge.
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Foote’s unbending policy has been deprecated ty
milder unbelievers, who are now permitted to enjoy
their heresies in peace. But these err gravely
they fail to understand that those dauntless nen
who were prepared, if necessary, to march to te
gibbet or the stake for the sake of their cherished
convictions, were the men who made possible 01
comparative immunity to religious persecution.

It is a noble line that stretohes over the centnriee
—this army of martyrs for truth’s sake. These
benefactors are of varying degrees of greatness, an
one of the very bravest was George William Foote.

The Value of a Good Life.

I AM not a believer in canonising anyone, as | tteD
there is a great danger that other ceremonies a
superstitious customs will be slavishly imitated &D
followed by the ever-increasing body of Freetbinhe
and Rationalists.

Again, | have no tears for those who led good I'v
useful lives, and noble lives. My tears are for tb°
who abused their opportunities by inoreasingbn® |
misery. Such activities may take the form either
inordinate pursuit of wealth—1 ought to say ®&n
because there is a great difference in meaning"Q»"
the systematic destruction of human being8
imperial glory or personal ambition. Y

For example, | pity tbe Kaiser and bis me 0
caste, but I sincerely honor the memory of mea
Mr. Foote, because his achievements in the inter ~
of humanity fill me with joy, gratitude, and pd
human possibilities. Td&

Life 1s a skilful game of profit and loss.
tbe loss by and look intensely at the profit"of j
The philosophy of the might have been is 0“8
and barren. N

Humanity is an organism. Tbe question
interests us is, What has been achieved by 0®& 75
honored men and women to raise it to loftier hee
of scientific acquirements and moral grandeur 1 g

What is Mr. Foote’'s plaoe on the golden Pgq
history? His ideal was human libsrty, a° t
method the clearance from tho human miud O g
subtle accumulations of ages of priestcraft
obscurantism.

Ib is universally argued that ha has suco dj
triumphantly. People gaze at a grand temp- ~Qr
admire its symmetry and splendid effect on
imagination and emotions, but they do notta 1y
account what silent labor and genius were
for its completion. Those who fight for ~ ffiH
justice, and human happiness, do, must, au "\
suffer in the struggle. If they are wise th “jOt

neither expect nor exact any sympathy. N0
condition to whioh progressive minds must»
adapt themselves. /iftlliB

In general, men and women are narrow, aP..g
amazing prejudices ; only a few choioe &ir*
tially escape from the idol of convention aB ™ b
tion. | have only one prejudice_in life.
prejudice against all prejudices, XHese wbi~Q7
the fewest prejudices and make the least mi8 $'k
taking into full consideration the wide area,if0 g8
activities—are tho truly great and noble. @
of history are real men and women who add 9g
knowledge and happiness. | oount Mr. Fee
of these immortals. (aqs

In an age of multi-millionaires and chan®
ohose poverty and human service. His abilift
great, and ho endured and saorifioed 1SbA0\
ideals. Ha will always be remembered to b

He also possessed, in a large measure.
clarity and sanity, bat oratory, scholar8*,, di
humor, and even lggw are mere IS U ot —.rU
means to an end. hat gives them 8% jjd3
is their influence on human thought a
ohavaoter.

Mr. Foofco has influenced and insp
He lived to Bee more toleration,
opinion, and a complete ohange in

ke

Soan, B+
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2r judges in their progressive interpretation of our
iang This was his triumph. This was his glory.
Long live the dead! but the best way to honor
jien is to disoharge our duty towards the living.
most enduring monument the Freethinkers
~ronghout the world can raise in his honor is to
detinue his great work. E_Bueke>

acid Drops.

‘dr. Horatio Bottomley parades his newly found religion
all the ardor of a recent convert. The War taught
jilnto see the truth of religion, although it has weakened
tlle faith of many who were already religious. And the
path Of jyjri p00f0 jjas provided him with a fresh oppor-
ity (0 ajjirm ijia belief- as though his belief were of more
\hsfiuecce than that of any street-corner evangelist.
Y ago, he says, in the Sunday Pictorial, he and Mr.
°°te lived together— which is true, we believe, to the extent
Jjat he and Mr. Foote had rooms ip the same building— and
Foote “ would rehearse his speeches to me.” We can
see him a-doin’ of it ”— that master of brilliant impromptu,
r?* Dow, in his fifty-fifth year, Mr. Bottomley says, “ I
alieve jn q0G [ ~nd jn (jbe immortality of the soul of man.”
*at settles it 1 When a man who has led a strenuous life
"and Mr. Bottomley’s life has been such as to make him
Peculiarly fitted to settle questions of theology—says he
sieves in God and the soul, ordinary mortals who are -not
Y-five ought to bow their heads in silence and believe.

am not sure that if poor
might not have been a

poor Bottomley also says, “ 1
c shad died a few years ago |
tot @ 0 ”“or Bis successorship.” Our misfortunes come
tren!'n8ly, but in battalions. First we lose Mr. Foote, and
~Nave *Be added anguish which comes from the
Bu e“8e that we have lost the chance of having Mr.
h y as President of the National Secular Society.
F»Bat a succession that would have been! Bradlaugh,
dive’ Bottomley ! Every parson in Britain will give a
tk. * if relief at the thought of the danger that at one
threatened them.

i) {u 'ariyway, Mr. Bottomley would not have remained long
adig cnha'r °f Bradlaugh and Foote. For in John Bull he
itee?s Bis readers that “ there is no need for any further
there propaganda.” So Mr. Bottomley does not believe

such things as blasphemy laws, citizens are no
MiIQlfinsuB,ed by judges and coroners because they are
€3er 1 "Bgious belief, the boycott of Freethinkers no
‘ttefg exists, the Churches are no longer so many vested
*to q “8. “Bat threaten social development, non-Christians
they ? longer forced to pay for a religions instruction
e 0 not beligve in and will nat have. There is no
2nal°’r anY further Freethought propaganda. The intel-
A(~., hiillennium — Mr. Bottomley’s millennium — has
SaDii Bottomley, on the state of religion and Free-
Iy# >18 almost as amusing as are his prophecies concern-

6 course of the War.

N f i Ottomloy says that " George Jacob Holyoake, in his
Years, abandoned Atheism for Secularism.” We beg
Acsf emphatically tbbt Holydkide) b hckkihs ul vae
barer-i w°® regret to find Mr. Bottomley signalling his
V'yoalt°a reBgiott By so grave a misrepresentation.
Bdd « 3 Remained an Atheist to the end, but he always

Secularism did not involve Atheism. That was

e and sole extent of his difference with Bradlaugh.

kti,

Ik je ar’ Besides converting Mr. Bottomley, has unearthed
~ovej ?rBaBle Freethinkers. Mr. lan Malcolm, M.P., has
ru a rare specimen, whom he immortalises in his
,, ar Pictures :

i& freethinker—or ono who gave himself out to be such

' AbovGG t'me—writes thus from the battlefield to his wife :
il1B ® a*h teach our little one to say his prayers. Go to
yourself. You will think of me upon your knees."'”

in tho

give a trifle to meet that U Freethinker ”

5 h
as ou:a”e "or some °f us that we do not recognise the
q Y ja this **as™0r3 an<” rnasters, or look to them for guid-
icji ‘'vtop J11010 of crisis. The parish magazine published
Otla OfMmon, Lancs, shows the intense interest in
X i* v frs °* Bs vtcar, whoso most important pronounce-
Vh'i Not » CelOBration of the harvest was a very happy
ted w°rd about the great European War, or that

rvest on the Continent.
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Owing to tho darkened thoroughfares of London, a number
of places of worship have discontinued evening services.
What brave people Christians arel They appear to be
afraid “ to go home in the dark.”

A fire took place recently at St. Peter’'s Church, Fulham,
and damaged the south porch considerably. Cannotll God ”
look after his own buildings ?

We are glad to see that Mr.J. M. Robertson has, on behalf
of the Rationalist Press Association, written the Home Secre-
tary in connection with Judge Rentoul's treatment of an Old
Bailey juror who desired to affirm. It cannot be said that
Mr. Robertson’s efforts in the way of redress, although that
detracts nothing from the effort, and the fact of its being
brought so vigorously before the Home Secretary may.
perhaps, prevent the recurrence of a similar outrage. The
shorthand reporter has, unfortunately, destroyed his notes,
but he vouches for the following summary, which is repro-
duced in the Literary Guide :—

“The juryman was already in the box with the others, and
was the third to be sworn. He asked if he might be allowed
to affirm.

Judge Rentoul asked the juryman what his reasons were.

The jnryman replied that he had no religious belief.

Mr. Muir then asked Judge Rentoul if it was right that a
man with no religious belief should try so serious a case.

Judge Rentoul said that he thought not.

Mr. Cassels, who was one of the defending counsel, said he
challenged the right of the Crown to object.

Mr. Muir contended that he had a right.

Mr. Cassels repeated his objection.

Judge Rentoul then asked Mr. Muir if he still objected to
the juryman.

Mr. Muir said he did.

Judge Rentoul nodded his head, and had a short private
conversation with the Clerk of Arraigns.

Afterwards the Clerk said to the juryman, ‘' You must leave
the box,” and the juror left without saying anything. [It was
subsequently explained that he was deaf, and did not under-
stand why he was objected to.]

The objection by Mr. Muir was made quite openly in court.

Neither Judge Rentoul nor the Associate gave any reason
why the man should leave the box.”

There seems no reason whatever for believing that the
reporter, either in the original report or subsequently, had
any motive for misrepresenting what occurred, and we incline
to the opinion that when the Homo Secretary says that he
“very much doubts whether Mr. Muir did what is supposed,;
at any rate, the Judge did not hear him do it,” it is merely
a case of one official saving the face of another. Every
newspaper that noticed the case, fully endorsed the reporter’s
version, and it would have been more to the credit of Sir
John Simon had he met Mr. Robertson’s complaint with a
frank admission of a wrong done, and a hope—if nothing
stronger were possible—that such conduct should not occur
again. .

Mr. Horatio Bottomley says, concerning the European
War, “ A very New Theology is required to grapple with it.”
Are there not sufficient fancy religions in the world ?

Mr. Ashmead Bartlett, in an article in the Daily News of
October 26, bears testimony to the hind of religion in the
Navy, hut we are afraid that it will hardly please very
religious folk. Here it is

“ The spirit of the Navy remains unchanged, whatever the
dangers which confront it. | do not think I can describe it
better than by quotiog what was found by the Censor in the
letter of a young bluejacket: ‘ Mother, it is sometimes very
hot out hers when the shells are dropping all about you and
the submarines are hovering round, and you may strike a
mine at any minute. At first | was a bit scared, but | re-
membered the words of the padre last Sunday when he
said, “ Men, men, in times of trial and danger look up-
wards.” | did look upwards, mother, and if there wasn't a
blooming aeroplane dropping bombs on us.””

A great many people at homo are also engaged in looking

upward, especially at night-time.

Billy Sunday has a rival in the person of the Rev. R. van
Meigs, of tho First Baptist Church at Muskogee, U.S.A. This
is the way, according to an American paper, in which Sunday
the Second raises money: —

“ Prior to starting his money-raising campaign the Rev.
Meigs prepared for rushing tactics. Ushers with pads of
paper and pencil were stationed at various points on the
floor in order to lose no time in noting the names and
amounts a3 they were announced. Then he went into the
pulpit minus his regulation black coat and with his shirt-
sleeves rolled above his elbows.
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‘1t will cost just $25 a throw to see me leap over the Bible-
stand,” the Rev. Meigs declared. When the first $25 sub-
scription was announced, the preacher gave a loud shout of
joy, ran to the pulpit, laid his hands upon and leaped over it,
after the manner of most approved athletics. Before the
evening’'s task had been accomplished he had repeated this
performance something like a score of times.”

And these people complain of the bad taste of Freethinkers 1

The Reverend Billy Sunday claims that he is U giving hell
the best kind of a run I know how.” Unhappily, so many
Christians no longer believe in the place he mentions.

The Freethinker in church! Not a person, but the paper.
The other Sunday, the preacher at the Hunter-street Church,
Kirkcaldy, cited, with approval, two short poems from this
paper, and gave the name of the journal from whence he got
them. If this kind of thing spreads, we shall find ourselves
getting quite respectable.

The murder of Miss Cavell, the English nurse, by the
German Military is a horrible thing, even for this War.
In itself, the shooting of this poor lady is no worse than
the shooting and stabbing of so many other women during
the past fifteen months. But there are circumstances that
bring home this particular outrage more sharply to the
human imagination. For Miss Cavell was not charged with
doing anything that could seriously prejudice the existence
of a single German soldier. She was not providing the Allies
with information, or playing the part of a spy. Her offence
was one which reflected credit upon her, even though it may
have been technically wrong. She had hidden some captured
soldiers, or had helped them to escape. And that, we say,
was a womanly action. It was what one might expect a good
and tender-hearted woman to do. To have punished her in
some way was probably admissible. To have shot her in
cold blood, and by order of a court of soldiers, was altogether
horrible. It is afresh proof of the steady process of demora-
lisation brought about by this War between Christian nations.

Mrs. Amelia Thomas, wife of the Rev. J. M. D. Thomas,
a Somersetshire rector, was sentenced to two months’ im-
prisonment for ill-treating a young servant girl, the prose-
cution being instituted by the National Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Children. The restraining power
of the Christian religion is not very evident in this case.

Attention is called in the Jewish World to a 1 disgraceful
insult ” to Sergeant Issy Smith, Y.C., who was refused
refreshment in a Leeds restaurant because ha is a Jew. It
is curious that this animosity against Hebrews should be so
prevalent when we remember that one half of Europe
worships a Jew and the other half a Jewess.

The Rev. Augustus Jackson, of All Saints’ Vicarage,
Northfleet, left estate of the value of (23,601. At least the
reverend gentleman had courage, for his Master said, “ Woe
unto yo rich.”

An article in the dear Daily News bore the title, “ The
Dark Side of Science.” It is not nearly so black as the
dark side of religion. |

When the military members of the Upminster Congrega-
tional Church proceeded to the Front, a fervent appeal from
the minister and congregation was directed to the Throne
of Grace for protection and safe keeping of the contingent.
The appeal apparently miscarried, or has been misunder-
stood by the Lord, for in the magazine of the church for
October, we are told :—

“ It is a pleasure to see Corporal T. H. Jackson in Upmin-
ster again, after his long sojourn in hospital.

Private E. Stapleton, too, we hear is now doing well. He
is able to move about on crutches, and much enjoys the
exerciee, after lying for between three and four months on
his back.

We regret to learn that Private E. Brandon has been
wounded at the Dardanelles.

Since the above notes were written, we learn that Private
A. L. Charlton has been wounded in the arm, and is now in
hospital at Gravesend.

Signalman A. Lindsay also has been invalided home from
Gallipoli, suffering from dysentry, and is in hospital in
Birmingham.”

The Vicar of St. John’s, Stratford, in an address the other
day before the St. John's Christian and Ethical Society, said
that “ the way their infants were slaughtered and ill-treated
was not only a disgrace to their civilisation, but to their
religion. The torture of children that went on in Christian
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England was too awful to contemplate.” If Mr. Mervin really
believes this to be true, it is surprising he does not realise
that this in itself constitutes an indictment of Christianity &
damning as anything ever said by Freethinkers. If the state-
ment had been made of India or Turkey, the vicar wool®
have seen in it the need for a change of religion. In CIn13
tian England he advises more of the religion that is, at a
events negatively, responsible for its existence. And t®
Christian and Ethical Society I What in the name of 8
that is wonderful is this new blend ?

There are more ways than one of telling a lie. One may
say what is textually true, and yet bo miles away from t
truth. Thus the Times, in a leading article on the massacr
of the Armenians, speaks of “ the inhuman orders of the Fro m
thinkers Talaat and Enver.” We do not know whether tin
description of Talaat Bey and Enver Bey is correct or nol
Neithor do we care. But the purpose of the description
very obvious. And seeing that Germans are reported to k8"
helped in the massacre, it would have been only fitting
add “ the Christian German." No Freethinker can sn”
cessfnlly compete with Christians when it comes 8
work of sheer brutality in the name of religion. The wo
Freethinker that ever lived, or is likely to live, can onj
follow a long way behind his Christian teachers in the 8
of massacre and brutality.

Mr. Muskett told a man, who was charged with creahog’8
disturbance at a German Church, that in this country it
the duty of all people to show toleration of religious wo*8
This is good advice, but what is needed in addition is t®
ation of no religion. We should like to see Mr. Mns
observe that rule in all cases with which he is concerns

Tho Daily Chronicle published recently the photograP
a Bible which had saved a soldier's life by stopping a na”
We readily believe that this is something to be placed t° »
credit of our national fetish, but other papers have Pu° I9ate
during the War photographs of cigarette cases, choco ~
boxes, pocket-books, and cartridges that have sorvo
similar purpose. So that honors are equal. And we
not at all surprised at even a German bullet finding
Bible too tough to negotiate.

Viscount Bryce, speaking at the 147th commemorati°t
tho foundation of Cheshunt College, said :— N
“ It must be admitted that Christianity had done I3
we had hoped to prevent strife between nations.
regrettable that the Churches had not done as much » »
have been hoped ; in fact, they seemed to have
themselves with their States, to be followed whiohev »
their States took them. We had seen a Stat9 in the °f
recognising no moral responsibility to God, to hum8
to moral law, but simply and wickedly acting in a way tfo(
suited its own interests. Hardly, if ever before in 8 )
had such an atrocious doctrine been acted upon, ¢/jstis8
terrible thing to think that a State whioh was L
could act upon such principles.” , o

We do not think that Viscount Bryce, with his knowls”jo
Church history, can be very greatly surprised at this a ,\&8
of the Churches. The Church in every country ™ spred%8

-Vt

supported the Government that supported it, and i*3" ;a8
behavior is in exact conformity with its past
Viscouut Bryce must bo quite well aware that the gJ
Church really has no theory of the State by wbm
stand, and no social doctrine that it can call its oW ’ Orag
is the main reason why the Christian Church ha3 j
as an effective force in social life, while its politic agdko
tunism is the direct outcome of a priestly order 1
after power, privilege, and wealth.
s . . nt,

Lord Derby’s circular letter respecting enlistmek ®
has been sent to all “ unstarred men,” has )e"fIDfli*"r
clergymen also. The Archbishops of York and c\awW
have protested against this, and have advised , tenfelJj

against joining. They consider that the clergy are .0Q a8
the best service which they can offer to the na ~\cb
juncture by discharging duties in their parishes”

one else can discharge, and this at atime whensu e f>.
is callod for and valued in a peculiar degree-

confess to being sceptical both as to the call for an ~ pg

of the services which the clergy render. 1 t . j eligi°fififfr
much as though the Archbishops are placing its
terests before everything, and are afraid that » 10%%.
of clergy left at home is diminished the Cborcn

hold on the nation. We have not heard of an”go0st , {t8
testing against the clergy enlisting, and we s

would have been more gracious had tho protes ~aOtei g
them. Perhaps the Archbishops of York aUwr

are a little afraid that such a protest would ne

made.
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To Correspondents.

pidkkt's Honorarium F und.— Greevz Fisher, 9s. 6d.

McCluskky.— Many thanks for your sympathy and ex-
pressions of regard. We expected no less from you, and we
110 quite certain we can depend upon you.

®=aNron (Edinburgh).— Thanks for cutting.

KIBIDON—If time permits, Mr. Cohen would be delighted.
E‘?/ that telepathy is not a demonstrated fact, and worked on
same Tines as the telephone.

three guineas acknowledged in our last issue as a subscription
the Honorarium Fund, from “ Edward Driver,” should have
read from “ Edward Oliver.” Mr. Oliver writes Miss Yance:—
The decease of the late President will leave a blank in the
cause of Freethought difficult to fill; one at the moment can-
*°t imagine how it will go on without him Please convey
bis wife and family my sincere sympathy and condolence
10ibeir great personal loss.”

*Booth,— T he words you quote were favorite ones with Mr.
~mroote. And they applied well in his own case.

«C. Bhackelton.— Your description of Mr. Foote’s influence on
j ~°ur own life is the best tribute that could be paid any man.

'B lackball.—Glad to get your appreciation of our efforts.
*°a may rely upon our doing our very best for the Freethinker.

*® have never done less than that, and we cannot promise to
«0 more.

"Bthpb Chapman.— Mrs.
Empathy.

Foote is deeply appreciative of your

*Bonsonni.— W hatever consolation can come to those who have
lost husband or parent is given by warm-hearted letters such

yours.

N eib.—Sorry to learn that you are yourself fighting the
’Ouuenza fiend. He is most dangerous when he seems on the
Point of retreating. We hope to hear of your speedy recovery.

qgibanks for letter.

' Bhambebs.— Betters to newspapers in favor of Freethought, or
0 refutation of Christian statements, is a form of propaganda
Owhich we attach great importance. We hope, one day, to
ee this press propaganda properly organised. Your own

g °rnmunication is on the right lines.

m4*®s —We have had a nightmare of a fortnight, but hope to
settled down to the more normal routine soon.

'"'T Bbeeze (Birmingham) writes:—“ 1 have just bought six
°Pies of the Freethinker to send to friends. It is a magni-
jfent tribute to the General’'s memory. The thanks of the
reethought party are due to you for the arrangement and
Prcauction of what will become an epochal number of the
rthinker.” Mr. Cohen has not forgotten his promise, and
,..Pes to redeem it soon.

writes:—*“ The Memorial Number is a fine one,

I feel certain will produce an excellent impression every-

. (gfare. Y ou have secured a galaxy of talent, and the number
T'S permanent interest.”

)
~«emmDALE.— Crowded out of present issue, but hope to
e Ua®of your interesting communication later.

Porttroii.'— Glad to have the promise of your continued sup-
btfo’ wbich we highly value. We know we have a hard task
Ua but are confident that Freethinker readers will do

Ji best to make it as light as possible.
pleased to get your list of likely subscribers to paper,

of plan of taking two copies weekly is a practical way
'uy PIn8- We do not stock the Oaths Amendment Act, but
N N

®wsagent will get it for you to order.

BeverS ~ armontb)-— Your wire, offering, “ Honor, Respect,
atth eb°® to Memory of Good, Brave Man,” was duly delivered
T. j ®Crematorium, and deeply appreciated.
< & ® S -Glad to hear that you are selling more Free-
Your energy is a credit to yourself and the
vcle than ever- R Y

J. — Sorry we cannot answer your query about the late
Sat)l © “ heeler. Copy of Freethinker sent as desired.

8uaig ™ theist.— Corrections have been made as desired.

life in

bsttei-
J.

We
t° receive the sketches you promise of “ religious ”
benches; and, from your position, no one could be
fioalified to supply them,
the rIkKBALL— We think you will find a quite adequate reply to
out ”~erend gentleman in the letter from “ Soldier Atheist ” in
DotiGe resue. It is curious that the only people who
BroQt an” chronicle the intense religion of our soldiers at the

SiRgeat tv,clerSym®n- And it would be akin to blasphemy to
bseiug”bat their testimony is little better than a trale adver-

—

— Thanks for cuttings.

— 'Thanks for your sympathy with all those belonging
Tinsi0°nneo’ ®d with G. W. Foote.
. Bons®OLA® Society, L imited, Office is at 62 Farringdon-street,

*®.0.
SOULAB Society's office is at 62 Farringdon-street,

8®rvices of the National Seoular Sooiety in connection
~hla KUlar burial Services are required, all communications
lone grossed to the secretary, Miss E. M. Yance, giving |
8 not°® as possible.
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Lettebs for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to
61 Farringdon-street, London, E.C.

Lectobb Notices must reach 61 Farringdon-street, London, E.C.,
by first post Tuesday, or thoy will not be inserted.
Fbiends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by
marking the passages to which they wish us to call attention.
Obdebs for literature should be sent to the Shop Manager of the
Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon-street, London, E.C., and not to
the Editor.

The Freethinker will be forwarded direct from the publishing
offioe to any part of the world, post free, at the following

rates, prepaid :—One year, 10a. 8d.; half year, 5s. 3d. \ three
months 2s. 8d,

Sugar Plunms.

Mr. Cohen will be able to redeem one of the two promises
made in last week’s “ Special ”— that concerning the future
of the Freethinker. We feel sure the statement will be
awaited with friendly interest.

In view of an expected increased demand for the “ G. W.
Foote Memorial Number,” we printed a much larger supply
of the Freethinker last week, and we are pleased to say that
our expectations were justified. But we estimated not
merely for this one week’s increased sales, but for a
demand for this particular issue for some time to come. In
this we were over-cautious, and we had to go to press again
on Thursday with a second impression. Even that is
running down rapidly, so that those who wish to secure
copies for friends, or for any other purpose, would be well
advised to order their copies soon. The type is now distri-
buted, and we cannot, therefore, undertake a third impres-
sion of this particular issue.

We have received congratulations from all over the country
on this Memorial Number, including one from Mrs. Foote.
We can only say, as we said last week, that we tried to
make the number worthy of its late Editor. We did our
best, in the short time we had, and we are gratified that our
efforts met with universal approval. We could have done
more had we had more time for preparation, but only those
who know what producing a special number means will realise
the harassing week we had in getting the matter together,
and the hundred and one incidental tasks and anxieties.
We can only say that everyone connected with the Free-
thinker worked like heroes. Their heart was in the work,
and everybody meant that the enterprise should not fail for
want of effort. And the reward of everybody has been the
success achieved. -

A very old supporter of the Freethinker, in the course of
a lengthy letter—of which modesty prevents our quoting
much—says :(—

“ While deeply regretting the occasion, I feel that | must
congratulate you upon the current issue of the dear old
Freethinker. Itis in every way a magnificent memorial to
Mr. Foote, and the tributes paid him will come as a surprise

to those who only knew him through the reports of slan-
derous tongues.”

We are unable to say anything more definite about the
photograph of Mr. Foote mentioned in last week’s paper,
except that it is under preparation. A new block has been
prepared, and the result is a really clear, lifelike representa-
tion. Full particulars as to prices, etc., will be given next
week.

On the motion of Mr. Cohen the N. S. S. Executive decided
to hold a G. W. Foote Commemorative Meeting at an early
date. The resolution ran “ within a month,” but owing to
various circumstances, some connected with the War, it can-
not be held until December 5. The place of meeting will in
all probability be the Queen’s (Minor) Hall, and it will be on
a Sunday afternoon— again because of reasons connected
with the War. We hope to be in a position to give full
particulars next week, together with a list of speakers,
which the Committee appointed to arrange the meeting
is trying to make a representative one.

Amongst those present at the funeral of Mr. Foote was Mr.
Bradlaugh Bonner. His name was omitted quite inadvert-
ently, and, indeed, there are possibly others present who
ought to have been mentioned. But we could not observe
everyone, and the omitted will please extend due forgiveness.

A touching incident at the funeral of our late leader was
the placing of a laurel wreath on the coffin by a soldier-
Freethinker in full military uniform.



714 THE FREETHINKER

Among the hundreds of persons who sent sympathetic
messages to Mr. Foote’s family was the Rev. Fred Hall, of
Blackburn.

We are glad to be able to report that Mr. Sydney
Gimson’s son, who was dangerously wounded in France, is
now on the road to recovery, although it is expected that
his convalescence will be a lengthy one. Mr. Gimson, who
is a very old friend of Mr. Foote’s, has written a brief
appreciation of onr late leader, which will appear in our
next issue.

The cause of Secular Education has lost a very ardent
supporter by the death of Sir Henry Cotton on Friday,
October 22. Although we knew of him as a man of very
liberal views, and who had an honorable distinguished career
in the Indian Civil Service, we only came into personal con-
tact with him on the Executive of the Secular Education
League. All we saw of him there reflected to his credit.
His courtliness of manner was as invariable as his kindness
of disposition and liberality of mind was unmistakable. This
is not the place in which to speak of his warm advocacy of
the claims of the people of India, but we know that in his
death they have lost the services of an ardent and incor-
ruptible friend. His devotion to the cause of Secular Edu-
cation was very pronounced, and the League has lost a
staunch supporter at the time when it most needs help.

We are obliged to hold over replies to a number of corres-
pondents until next week.

Tributes from Far and Near.

It was so far pleasing to note the large nnmber of
papers—daily and weekly—that contained a notice
with a biographical sketch, more or less brief, of
Mr. Foote. We cannot reprint all these, and indeed
most of them travelled over so identical a coarse
that to do so wonld be wearisome. We can only say
of them—as we have already said—there was not a
really unkind word among them. The elaborate
pretence, kept up for so many years, of not knowing
that anyone such as G. W. Foote, or that a paper
like the Freethinker, existed, was for once broken
down. The Freethinker's editor was discovered after
be was dead. We have no doubt that if the Free-
thinker died its existence would then he made known
to the world. But we have no intention of winning
publicity at that price.

Some of the press notices were sufficiently dis-
tinctive to call for reproduction, if only in part. The
New Statesman, in the course of its obituary notice,
says—

It is worth remembering that Mr. Foote, in 1883,
under Gladstone’s administration, was allowed to suffer
a whole year's imprisonment for blasphemy; notwith-
standing the fact that, in the meantime, at a subsequent
trial on a different indictment, the charge against him
had beeD dismissed— mainly in consequence of a differ-
ent version of the law laid down by a higher legal
authority, Lord Chief Justice Coleridge. Nor must we
forget that the Blasphemy Laws remain unrepealed, and
are still occasionally put in force against the poor and
friendless. Foote was a man of extraordinarily wide
reading and great argumentative power, which he con-
centrated on what seems, to a later generation, too
narrow an issue. His uncompromising sincority and
frankness gave to his criticisms of Christian doctrines
an appearance of arrogant intolerance that was really
quite foreign to his character, which was distinguished
in its generosity, candor and freedom from either
malice or ambition.

The Manchester Guardian remarks :—

The late Mr, Foote deserves a place in the history of
English law. It was owing to his efforts, perhaps, even
more than to those of hi3 friend Bradlaugb, that the
Secularist position was really legalised. He always
claimed that it was his speech at the Old Bailey which
induced the late Lord Coleridge to decide that a denial
of Christianity, if expressed in moderate language, was
not an offence against the law. Holding that Lord
Coleridge’s view governed the law of blasphemy in civil
as well as religious matters, Mr. Foote constituted the
Secular Society as a limited company. The recent
decision of the Court of Appeal in the Bowrnsn case
proved the correctness of his view, unless, of course,
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that judgment is overruled by the House of Lords,
Subject to this possibility, Mr. Foote has shown that it
is legal for a private benefactor to endow a Freethought
propaganda.

An officer writes from the Front to Mrs. Foote

I have just seen a paper which announces the terrible
blow which has fallen upon you, and the irreparable loss
which we militant Freethinkers have maintained. There
will be many sad hearts in the trenches to-day, where
there are said to be no Atheists, and where there ®0
uncommonly few Christians. | shall keep my eye an
the Freethinker to see what's going on, and will help 1°
see that your husband’s noble work does not perish on
his grave.

_Tho West Ham Branch of the N. S. S. forwards
the following resolution —

That this West Ham Branch of the National Secnlaf
Society learns with deep sorrow of the death of Ibs
President of the Society, Mr. G. W. Foote, and desires
to place on record its appreciation of the judgment'
generosity, devotion, and other sterling qualities possess™
and practised by our late great leader.

Further, it recognises that not only does our ciose
suffer an irreparable loss by the death of the gtea
soldier of Freethought, but literature and the wor (
of scholarship will be poorer through the cessation 0
his mind, tongue, and pen.

It also desires to express sincere sympathy with
Foote and family in the trial, trouble, and grief of thel
crushing misfortune.

Straight Talk, a Liverpool journal, says:—

Editorially and officially, whatever they may ho P
vately, the editors of thi3 paper know no creed, *n
therefore aim to steer clear of theological expression '
but a certain latitude is granted thus to those outsi
this group who write in its pages. This made plain™
it has not always been so—it will be clear we c
express appreciation of the morally great, w”™a‘0li,0
their theology or lack of it. Seeing, then, that »
chief aim of this paper is social-moral well-being,
cannot overlook the fact that in the death of 1 °
G. W. Foote the world has lost a brave and brill¥*
man, who took the uphill of life with singular stabibj®
strenuousness, and strength, which fact placed
notable victories, in the line of his quest, to his etege
the last being endorsed by eminent English judges-
stood fast and faithfully for social sanity and 6%tU"e,
ness, and was a lover and powerful advocate of Pe jO
but only if honor accompanied. He was withering
his foes, and worshipped by his friends, though be n”
swerved an iota from the straight line of his 0°n8ClL
to secure one. He was unusually eloquent of speech
pen; fine of figure, and intellectual of face. s

We only saw two notices of Mr. Foote’s deatk”,
tho religious press, but probably there were
The first is from the Christian World: —

In his 66th year, Mr. G. W. Foote, Bradlaugb'8 ~
cessor as President of the National Secular Society?
founder and editor since 1881 of the Freethinker
at Westcliff. A man of culture, Mr. Foote was on t
of friendship with Meredith, Thomas Hardy, ®&- "39
authors. His attitude towards religion, howevo > a
that of bitter contompt, and he lost all sense <dBels
taste in his vulgar parodies of incidents of the e -3
in 1882, with his publisher and printer, he wa8 P Q3
cuted for blasphemy. The jury disagreed, bu at's
second trial the defendants wore sentenced to *
imprisonment. In a later trial, Lord Chief 3“s v t b 3
ridge delivered a famous judgment which estabjl8 aDjtf
principle that the fundamental doctrines of rl ijepy
might be attacked without the legal offence of bja
being committed, provided the language used
attack was not of an improper kind. uji,

The second was in the Christian Conimof
whioh headed its notioe “ The Last of “
tori&ns” — vy

Almost the last of the Victorians has passed a jatisi-
the death of Mr. G. W. Foote, the famous N joB
He died on Sunday at Westoliff-on-Sea, alt0 ag
illness, in his sixty-fifth year. Mr. Foote
associate of Charles Bradlaugh, and tho foa foOfr
editor of the Freethinker, in which journal th
hard to maintain the scientific materiall8 q[ b*
Victorian ago against tho slow return of falt 'ftcy
ability and sincerity there bas never » < 1
question; he believed in his negation with® ve in
of conviction that some men lack who be»0 . aye*
He stood two trials for lblasphemy,” and s®rV



NOVEMBER 7, 1915

sentence in Holloway Gaol, and to him more than to any
other man is due the fact that the stupid and barbarons
blasphemy laws were at least made more reasonable, and
to that extent more tolerable to people possessing both
conscience and intellect. This battle was certainly worth
winning.
No serious complaint can be raised against either
these notices. The qualifications which accompany
‘bem were, in the ciroumstances, inevitable. And
when the Christian World says Mr. Foote “ lost all
sse of good taste in his vulgar parodies of incidents
jothe Gospels,” one feels that it really means only
joat the Christian World would have been pleased
ked he never attacked Christianity, The Christian
y nmonwealth's description of the Freethinker as
goggling hopelessly to keep baok the return of
ath by means of an old-fashioned “ scientific
joaterialism” is characteristic. The picture of the
j ONKtian as being up-to-date and the scientific Free-
b'uker as being old-fashioned, is almost amusing.
,, also note the expression, the “ slow return of
Very slow.
. Apropos of what was said by several writers in our
&t issue of Mr. Foote’s broad humanity, the follow-
,Bappeared in the Daily Chronicle a few days after
Bdeath (October 20), and written evidently by a

Kristian

Sir,— Your obituary notice of the death of the late
Mr. G. W. Foote ends with a remark which those
who were most opposed to his opinions will heartily
endorse, that “ he was free from malice or personal
ambition.” One instance comes to my memory at the
moment of writing. The late Mr. Harry Alfred Long, of
anti-Popery fame, and Mr. Foote had just concluded one
°f the most bitter contests the old Hall of Science in
Old-street, City-road, had witnessed— and it had wit-
nessed not a few in its day— when both champions
shook hands warmly, and in the most naturally charm-
mg manner Mr. Foote said to Mr. Long, “ And how’s the
Wife?” Foote, like Bradlaugh, was obsessed with hatred
°f the Christian religion, and did not scorn to stoop to
methods of debate that were not always fair; but both
jhere possessed with a personal kindliness not to be
denied. | personally can testify to this fact from my
°Wn experience on the platform. n

11, Woodberry-crescent, Muswell-hill, N.

V{33 7sotsmouth Sunday Leoture Society also
'78 expressing regret at the loss of “a great
WATOr° ~Meethought,” and offering its condolence
~~Ta Foote and family.
JIrs*Turnbull and family, of Glasgow, write:—

It was with deepest regret that we learned of Mr.
loote's death. We feel that we have lost a very dear
®&™d true friend. We have been associated with him
through the Freethinker for the last thirty years, and

greatly admired his noble fight for Freethought.

L 2 mesting of the DPirectars of the Rationalist
lotioe ~~83Qciation on October 28, the following reao-
QWas passed unanimously :—
. .That the Rationalist Press Association record on its
~mutes its deep appreciation of the life-services of Mr.

W, Foote in the cause of freedom of thought— his
auntless advocacy, his masterly oratory, his rare
‘terary power, and his prescience in founding an incor-
P°mted organisation for the endowment of Rationalism;
i/“l that it tender to his family its sincere condolences

‘heir bereavement.

Seija specially convened meeting of the South
siu, ™ Branch of the N. S. S., a resolution expres-
admiration for the work of Mr. Foote, regret at
@J~h.and condolence with his family, was passed
aeQ "™onsly. Mr. S. M. Peaoock and Captain Taylor
ioof-“P~sented the South Shields Branch at Mr.
te 8funeral.

J
I0 Air and Water Currents of the
Earth__IIl.

(Concluded from p. css.)
phenomena are clearly illustrated by
Stream, a warm and vapor-laden current,
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as its comparatively high temperature permits it to
carry a considerable percentage of vapor. When this
ocean stream has its onward course arrested, first by
the American plateau, and secondly by the shores of
Europe, it is deflected by these obstacles and con-
strained to change its course. But the air current
above it encounters no such interruption, and in the
Eastern Atlantic at least it continues to travel as
the ocean stream would have travelled had no land
obstaole intervened. The mild and moist south-west
winds which render the climate of Western Europe
so humid and temperate, are in fact the aerial cur-
rents which, for thousands of miles, have floated over
the genial waters of the Gulf Stream. The moderate
temperature and the beneficent rainfall of the British
Isles are conditioned in very large measure by these
westerly winds. These currents are constantly devi-
ated to the right by the earth’s rotation, and they
discharge their vapor in the form of rain over Sweden,
Finland, and Russia. The great lakes of these terri-
tories are thus replenished. The winds sweep across
the Ural Mountains and over the tablelands and
waterless wastes of Central Asia. But their warmth
and moisture become exhausted as they travel over
Europe, and these currents are as barren as the pro-
verbial east wind as they blow aoross Asia in return-
ing to the equatorial regions which gave them birth.
Their world journey is now completed. We thus
discover that the self-same currents which bring
us our mild and moist weather, blow as arid airs
over the desert wastes of the Eastern World. After
parting with their moisture, these currents pass
through the rainless and bare regions which mark
their return journey. They blow their barren breath
across the Sahara Desert, the Desert of Tarkestan,
and the Desert of Arabia. Thus, through a very
remarkable reciprocal arrangement, the Gulf Stream
becomes the indirect cause of the desert producing
climates of the Old World.

To the British seamen the Gulf Stream is known
as the father of storms. An isobar, that line on a
map which conneots places where the mean height
of the barometer at sea-level is the same, may be
profitably studied in connection with atmospheric
disturbances. The circular ieobario curves on the
charts represent fairly faithfully the form storms
usually assume in Europe, where the area embraced
by almost all aerial commotions, is either elliptical
or circular in outline. Storms of irregular outline do
occasionally occur, but in these cases one storm
region will be found to have broken up into two
or more smaller storms. The common characteristic
of storm areas remains that of the circle. This
rounded nature of a storm region is an attribute of
very considerable consequence to the meteorologist
and the navigator alike. To the mariner this circum-
stance provides praotica! guidance when at sea, while
it assists the meteorologist in forecasting aerial dis-
turbances at stated stations, and enables him to
predict the quarter from which they will travel,
as well as to anticipate the choppings of the wind
during their continuance. The geographical arrange-
ment of storms varies greatly, the circular area
covered being seldom less than 600 miles in diameter,
though sometimes increasing to five times that num-
ber. The entire continent of Earope is occasionally
overspread by a single storm. Qaite half of the
storms which occurun North-Western Europe come
to us from the south-west, while nineteen out cf every
twenty approaoh us from the quadrant north-west to
south-west. Storms rarely move towards a westerly
point, but in the few instances where this has hap-
pened, the westerly direction of the disturbance has
been arrested either in the North Sea, over Southern
Scandinavia, or the British Isles. Such departures
from the usual trend appear to be traoeable to local
0auses.

Berget is anxious to restore the name of the Frenoh
scientist, Maurioa de Tastes, to what he regards as
its rightful position in meteorological researoh. The
labors of this able pioneer have been ignored or for-
gotten. In several standard treatises on meteorology
his name is not even mentioned. Yet de Tastes seems
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to have been the first to point oat the influence
exerted by atmospheric currents in conditioning the
globe’s climatal phenomena. He laid the foundations
of what still remains a far from exact science, but
every honoris due to him for his too frequently over-
looked contributions to the study of atmospheric
circulation.

The development of de Tastes’ research work now
enables meteorologists to predict storms which were
previously viewed with astonishment and dismay,
when the ruin they had wrought had been accom-
plished. Now that the paths followed by aerial
currents are better understood, the occurrence of
cyclones in tropical regions may be forecasted and
guarded against with some certainty of success.

The facts established concerning the Gulf Stream
in the North Atlantic are similar to those relating to
the Kuro-Siwo stream in the North Pacific. This
ocean current generates an atmospheric current
above it, which accompanies it as it streams over
the sea. These two marine ourrents—the Gulf
Stream and the Kuro-Siwo—are parted from eaoh
other by the Texas territory and the semi-tropical
states of North America. At the midsummer season,
when the sun’s power is at its height, these soil-
surfaces become heated much sooner than the
adjacent seas. The lower air strata participate in
this increased temperature and, becoming lighter,
ascend towards the upper regions of the atmosphere.
The land area under consideration now becomes the
centre of low pressure conditions, and the neigh-
boring air masses press forward to fill the spaces
left by the departed atmospheric gases. As a result,
the Pacific and Atlantic atmospheric current circuits,
which lie apart up to this point, become displaced,
and therefore collide. A cyclone is the consequence
of this displacement, and whenever the above
sketched conditions obtain, the recurrence of a
cyclonic disturbance may be predicted with positive
certainty. In the hot season of the year the required
conditions are brought into being; the two contiguous
currents may meet and mingle, and a rotary storm
bursts forth." The time and place of the atmospheric
turmoil can therefore be known beforehand, and all
observation proves the correctness of the theory, Ib
is interesting to notice that cyclones are unknown in
South America, despite the nearness of the two chief
aerial circuits of the South Atlantic and South
Pacific. Now this is explained by the fact that
these currents are separated by the Cordillera of
the Andes, which constitutes an impassible barrier.
Cyclonic phenomena are more or less confined to the
lower layers of the atmosphere. At a height of from
125 to 2 50 miles, if not altogether absent, they are
enormously weakened. The Cordillera attain an
altitude of from 875 to 425 miles, and the mean
height of the Andes in the Argentine area, which
may be reckoned as being above 2 2 miles, therefore
presents an insurmountable barrier to the junction
of the Pacific and Atlantic currents, and, conse-
qguently, precludes the possibility of the development
of cyclonic disturbances in that particular region.

This dual circulation, the aquatic and atmospheric,
which is so closely and directly interrelated, evolves
a third circulation—the fluvial motion—which re-
stores to the sea the waters which the solar orb
has drawn from it in the form of vapor. The com-
bined activities of the atmospheric and oceanic cur-
rents transport this aqueous vapor to the colder
terrestrial surfaces, where it descends to the earth
as rain, or falls on the high mountains in the form
of snow.

Water is absolutely essential to life, and in those
areas of the earth where no water is available the
higher flora and fauna cannot live. Water, then, is
indispensable not only to life itself, but to all those
applications of science and industry which render
civilisation and oulture possible. Yet all our springs
and rivers unmistakably depend upon the precipi-
tation of aerial water vapor, as snow or rain. It
is a fair deduction from the facts which science
has gathered, that if the total rainfall of our planet’s
land-surfaces which is annually received were quite
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uniformly distributed, and if the continents ad
islands were uniformly level and thus made
coincide with the smooth surface of the sea, the
amount of moisture so precipitated would, at the
close of a year, form a layer 88464 inches in
thickness—
“ which implies, considering the area of the continental
an equal quantity of rain occupying a volume of 122,500
cubic kilometres [27,400 cubic miles] . If we recall that
the volume of the water of all the oceans is about 1.300
million cubic kilometres [312 million cubic miles]i >*
follows that the total annual rainfall represents about
the eleven-thousandth part of this.”

Not one quarter, however, of the terrestrial rain-
fall is returned to the ocean by the action of running
water. The remaining three-quarters of the total
rainfall are partly evaporated, while the rest is sucked
up by the soil, or utilised by the animal and plan®
population of the globe. It is estimated that the
earth’s streams restore to the oceans one forty-
eight-millionth part only of the liquid twhich the
sun’s energy removes from them by evaporation-
This relatively insignificant quantity represents &
that the united activities of the aerial and plavia
circulations through their to and fro movements
between land and sea send back to the ocean
terms of gravity, out of the immense volumes o
water the seas lose by evaporation. It may thns
be said that the rivers in some degree perform *
similar function in our planet’s economy to tha
which the capillaries, arteries, and veins subserve
in the circulation of blood through the animal body-
All these blood-vessels act as rivers in conducting
back to its place of origin the living fluid whic <
having been oonveyed to every part of the bodp»
thus maintains its life. .

We may conclude with a brief account of to
ocean’s vertical movements. The Brazil current, to
East Australian current, and the Mozambique au
rent transport immense masses of warm salt watc
from lower latitudes into the Southern Ocean.
tepid waters in their journey towards the s°° j
are brought under the powerful influence
the westerly and north-westerly winds of 1
“ roaring forties.” They are thus refrigerated, »
come denser, and fall to greater depths.
sinking waters contain atmospheric gases, wbi”™
serve to aerate the deeper waters of the sea
they descend, these currents are drawn fQr.df
southward, and then lie below the cold and freS ~
waters which have arisen from the thawed snow
melted icebergs from the Southern Polar fe/fil
The sunken ourrents are also drawn in the direc rO
of the equator to ocoupy the place of the
surface-waters which the winds have blown *oWaSt
the south. The north-westerly winds drive 800
volumes of warm water into the Southern OcOfllL rio
they are to be viewed as the most powerful fa° 4
the marine circulation of these regions. ~[a fadi
phenomenon of great consequence lies in
that the passage of these enormous streams of ~
and saline water very materially mitigates the
perature of the Antarctic Seas, especially e 0¢]
deeper layers. Thus they confine the ioe-clad i6»
to their present limits. a 00

In the North Atlantic, and in a minor degr®f , dr-
North Pacific, similar causes generate a vOrtI™:Og t°
culation akin to the one just described, but o je.
the smaller area of the ocean surface and
stricted influence in the frozen Arctic Seas its
upon the deeper waters are less pronounced- ~ O to

Vertical circulation of oceanic water is Oe
three causes. The pull of the air currents ju
surface water tends to upwelling ; the diffarO jayo™
the quantity of salt between the various vr.” @io®
which result from evaporation and PrOO ol
and the differences of density brought a o090
changes of temperature. These three facto ™ Oe
the water to rise or fall in the ooean, an ™ <
currents descend they carry with them tb ga[[a’d
pheric gases they absorbed when at the
Therefore, material modifications are broug
at great depths both in temperature an
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ad those phenomena greatly influence the character
°f life in the deeper seas. The cold currents which
descend from the ocean surface in high latitudes
both in the Northern and Southern hemispheres, in
consequence of their depressed temperature, bear
with them in their descent a larger quantity of
atmospheric gases than currents of a warmer char-
&°ter, and in this way aerate with greater efficiency
Me whole of the deeper waters of the oceanic world.

T. F. Palmer.

A French Diary.

Friday,— Relieved the Pray-Hards in the First Line
benches. Situation normal.

Saturday.— Morning straaf by the enemy with field-guns

our Support Trench. Twelve shells; no one hurt. Rev.
oapsuds (0. of E. chaplain), happens to he passing at
onch-time and takes pot-luck. Afterwards, gets me téte-a-
etei and tells me that he had for some time wished to
assure himself that | was ready to die. How’s that for

canned impertinence ?

r *: “ If you mean, do | believe in Christianity ? Certainly
ldont.”
®6v. S.: “ Well, what do you believe in ?”

*: 111 believe in man.”

Rev. S.: NLBut don’t you believe in The Man ? ”

I: “1f you mean a man of the kind that can rise from the
ead and go up in the

0 not believe in him.’

«ev. S.: “ But don’'t you think the character of Jesus the
est beautiful ever depicted ?”
v . “ There are distinct characters given to Jesus in the

j tlous books of the New Testament ; some of these portraits
0 not admire at all. Take the Jesus of John, for instance.
B> he wasn’t even a gentleman !”

tim 8V- " Well> d°a’'t you admit that sin should some-
1 8 be reproved in severe language ? ”

je : LLYes; but that doesn’t justify abusive railing. The

e3ect "N ~Nour”™ Gospel is simply an actor posing for

in"8Vv (changing the subject) : “ Then don’t you believe
v>ttne and justice ? 7

iti  '"~es>* do. But | don't find justice in nature; | find

Utoan ; and | hope God’s friend, Kaiser Billy, will get it
°ng and hot before we have finished with him.”
Sticaiur~ay evening.— Went to tea with B Cor. Rev. Soap-
sW chaplain), looked in on passing, and was con-
N toed to stay. He left for the Holy Terriers, on the left,
@re he wanted to see the men before dinner.
— Morning misty. Private Blanket stands-to,
putQPirlg toad into the mist. Is “found” by a
nine-gun, and gets a shot through the forehead.
— The Rev. Smiler (Wesleyan and Nonconformist
aln)> happens to be passing. He has forgotten his
startWIChe® an<h “ Would you Oh, how kind!
(uet 3 telling stories about heaven. | wade in with the
n “Why is heaven a most lovely spot?” Rev. Smiler
Says his hands in imaginary water, beams upon me, and
'Win *s snre kO cannot tell. *“ Because there’s not a
Sinjj eci B°ul there.” Collapse of my brother officers. Rev.
Tou fr says. weakly, “ Ha, ha! I'm afraid | must not ask
y °r anything more on the subject.”
to ®~-Rev. Soapsuds happens to be passing just to arrange
"vQId some the men on Monday evening. *“ Yes, he
., Stoy to tea, though he was really anxious to get
it/

— Furious artillery duel starts at 12.30 p.m. All
toont m R to arms. Bits of steel and lumps of lead flying
Sightim a” directions for two hours. Net result, two men
ad y bounded and a little bit of parapet down, reserve
aoth®@mmunicatton trenches battered out of shape, and

penny on the income-tax. Injury to Germans not
T *
W A~ 2 ["*~-Enemy plunks a shell into the parapet we built
W Bige * 2*d@%¥ Smiler lwake ix ait lunch tirue to ese if we
Kk Stays to lunch. Rev. Soapsuds arrives at
Sotnfian3 aP’.looises for not turning up yesterday, as he
t 6toou ca8ualties to attend to. Has tea, then goes to see
tOstav {" a, tost leaving at dinner-time, but is constrained
Ipe” tor dinner.
~hurtjda7)— Tea; Rev. Smiler.

y—-Lunch; Rev. Soapsuds.

@ S*iltri"~1jUncR ! Lev. Smiler. Return to billets.
S6g'soncMy'~T:Rev- Smiler turns up at 12 (noon) and has a
I pftods ¢ to g till lunch-time, and stays to lunch. Rev.
"Vic* drops in at 4 p.m. to arrange about to-morrow’s

Rtays to tea.
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Sunday.— Services really voluntary, as we have a new
C. O.—a man with colonial experience. Fourteen men
appear at church-parade. One officer (parson’s son), inten-
ded well, but was too late. Wesleyan service a wash-out.

A Kitchener Captain.

Correspondence.

BRISTOL'S LATE BISHOP.
TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”

“ Dr. Browne, retired Bishop of Bristol, was prosecutor in
a summons against an organ-grinder named George Wilson.
He said he requested the man to go away from outside his
house in Kensington, but the accused refused and threatened
him with violence. The organ-grinder was fined 10s. or seven
days’ hard labor.”

Sir,— Perhaps the above cutting from a local paper adds
another proof of the utter selfishness of the Church of Eng-
land clergy. Here is Bishop Browne objecting to the playing
of a street-organ outside his house. No noise mast disturb
this prelate’s quietude. On the other hand, the little con-
sideration this irascible old bishop and his successor have
for the feeliDgs of others, is proved by the every-day banging
and clanging of church bells, which drive the inhabitants of
Bristol half crazy.

At the present time many people are mourning some friend
or relative, the hospitals are full of wounded soldiers; in these
times of anxiety the nerves are highly strung and the amount
of sickness is above the average, surely a little regard for the
sufferings of others on the part of the clergy would not be
out of place; they might well imitate the Archbishop of
Malta, and cease the senseless and odious ringing of church
bells during war-time.

Bishop Browne grows wrathful at the sound of “ Tip-
perary ” outside his house, whilst he and his satellites
claim the right to disturb whole neighborhoods at will.

Do to Others.

National Secular Society.

Report of Monthly Executive Meeting held on Oct. 28.
Mr. R. H. Rosetti elected to the chair. Also present:
Messrs. Bowman, Britten, Cohen, Cowell, Cunningham,
Davidson, Gorniot, Heaford, Leat, Neate, Nichols, Quinton,
Roger, Rolph, Samuels, Shore, Silverstein, Thurlow, Wood,
George Wood, Miss Kough, Miss Stanley, and Mrs. Rolph.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and con-
firmed ; also those of a Special Meeting held on October 20
to officially receive the sad intelligence of the loss sustained
to the Freethought world by the death of the Society’s
President, Mr. G. W. Foote. By a sad coincidence, the
last meeting Mr. Foote’s declining health had allowed him
to attend was in February last, when he had just completed
the twenty-fifth year of his office as President, to which he
had been elected at the memorable meeting at the Hall of
Science on February 16, 1890, when Charles Bradlaugh
resigned in his favor.

The vote of condolence and sympathy with Mrs. Foote and
her family, which appeared in the columns of this paper last
week, was carried unanimously.

The ordinary routine business of the meeting of October 28
was then proceeded with.

The monthly cash statement was received and adopted.
New members for the Parent Society were admitted, and
correspondence dealt with. The principal item of business
of this meeting was a resolution to hold a Memorial Meeting
for the late President in London at an early date, and a
Committee was appointed, consisting of Messrs. Rosetti,
Cohen, and Quinton, to make arrangements.

The Secretary reported upon the instructions given at the
last meeting to—

(@) Again write to the Home Secretary in reference to the
case of Mr. Cowell, who was not permitted to make his
affirmation as a juror at the Central Criminal Court on
July 21; and

(6) To invite the co-operation of the R. P. A. in the matter.
She stated that the R. P. A. representative had kindly per-
mitted an inspection of their voluminous correspondence with
the Home Secretary and others upon the matter, and haviDg
also made further personal investigation, sho had concluded
that the action already taken by both Societies and others
would effectively prevent a repetition of this treatment on
the part of the legal authorities, and had therefore not con-
tinued the correspondence.

It was unanimously resolved that the Secretary’s action be
endorsed and approved.

The meeting then adjourned.

E. M. Vance, General Secretary,
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national secular society.

President : G. W. FOOTE.
focretary : Miss E. M. Vanok,62 Farringdon-st., Loudon, E.O.

Principles gad Objects.
Sscdlarism teaches that conduct should be bas on reason
‘ad knowledge. It knows nothing of divine guidance or
'stsrlerence i it excludes supernatural hopes and fears; it
'“Sards happiness as man’s proper aim, and utility as his
“oral guide.

Secularism affirms that Progress is only possible through
liberty, which is at once a right and a duty ; and therefore
~eks to remove every barrier to the fullest equal freedom of
“ Wight, action, and speech.

secularism declares that theology is condemned by reason

as superstitious, and by experience as mischievous, and
assajila it as the historic enemy of Progress.
Secularism accordingly seeks to dispel superstition; to

fread education ; to disestablish religion; to rationalise

totality ; to promote peace; to dignify labor; to extend

Material well-being ; and to realise the self-government of
People.

~embsrsblfi.

ay person is eligible as a member on signing the
lowing declaration :(—
I desire to join the National Secular Society, and 1

,» 0dg0 myself, if admitted as a member, to co-operate in
""“tooting its objects.”

ttatne.,--———- THM «m»

Occupation
Dated thii.mwv--nm day of

Declaration should be transmitted to the Secretary
p J o subscription,
" «'-Beyond a minimum of Two Shillings per year, every
Member is left to fix his own subscription according to
Ola means and interest in the cause

T Immediate Practical Objects.
~"Legitimation 0j Bequests to Secular or other Free-
kt “ ~ ®00i0ti0S, for the maintenance and propagation of
t0™ ° x  opinions on matters of religion, on the same
N mtiQng as apply to Christian or Theistic churches or

»gi . Abolition of the Blasphemy Laws, in order that
f n may be canvassed as freely as other subjects, with-
ih S°? hne or imprisonment.
Gg e "Mestablishment and Disendowment of the State
Th aSin England, Scotland, and Wales.
i5 g6 Abolition of all Religious Teaching and Bible Reading
bvHCIO®Is1 or other educational establishments supported
Restate.
°Peni“g °* ah endowed edaoational institutions to the
Th*6* &lld y°ath °* eh olasses alike.
o]"Abrogation of all laws interfering with the free use
day for the purpose of culture and recreation ; and the
hi} *Opening of State and Municipal Museums, Libraries,
4 J;* Galleries.
Fuai . °*m of the Marriage Laws, especially to secure
1aili/00e for husband and wife, and & reasonable liberty

The Plty of divorce.
lbat ajj dnalisation of the legal status of men and women, so

The pn~bts “ ay be independent of sexual distinctions,
‘forao rc°iection of children from all forms of violence, and
8reed of those who would make a profit out of thoir
TheT6 ak°r- . o o
koHtioa of all hereditary distinctions and privileges,
~hetjjood antagonistic to justioe and human

?itles improvement by all just and wise means of the con-
il town daily HIO lor the masses of the people, especially
hiQ,,S ttnd cities, where insanitary and incommodious
~Nexres ' Qnd the want oi °tieu 8Paoesi cause physical
i. The pSand disease, and the deterioration of family life.
* 0il joArmoiion of the right and duty of Labor to organise
s toj ,, moral and economical advancement, and of its
th*be Snt°a- Protection in such combinations.
,<*t in s«tution of the idea of Reform for that of Punish-
FW tQO00 treatment of criminals, so that gaols may no
tplaCeR , Cos °1 brutalisation, or even of mere detention,
°°So 8 °1 physical, intellectual, and moral olevation for
fixt® Me a®l°ted with anti-sooial tendencies.
t «*8i°n of the moral law to animals, so as to secure
(,The p, Rne treatment and legal protection against cruelty.
Q'“motion ¢f Refve Miegsn nations, 3nd the snbsti-

-ArbitratieR for Whr IR the ssitlement oi inter-
maputoa.
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