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** its supposed may bear all lights; and one of
«a FWcipal lights or natural mediums, by which
.ysare to be viewed, in order to a thorough recog-

"lavis ridicule itself—Ear1 op Shaftesbury.

Science and a Future Life.

¢ is Bcience ? Organised common sense, said
Partly unified knowledge, said Spenoer,

m8 to a completely unified knowledge—which is
.caphy. | agree with both definitions. The
jjji. work of scienoe is classification and des-
id 100, Hs business is to colleot facts, group them,
H~"Bn frame some generalisation that will des-
Yer °Peration and express their relation to
8roup3 of faots. That is what Newton did

B 00 framed the law of universal gravitation.
b “Mressed in a single formula the movements of
rej 9'rom atoms to planets. He added nothing to
el 8’ were always there. The law of uni-
Vni ~rav™ation simply gave us a short and easy
m j by whioh to express what ooourred. And
IlQ@8 ~e business of scienoe in all directions. It
\ c°acerned with what metaphysicians call
i rdlaH% ~rntb,” beoause all truth, as we know it,
&aH 6 H 0 n°k concerned with why things
4~ e°auBe all we know is that they do exist; and
HL Oan do is to desoribe the relations of these
(110 to the other. This is not only all we can
lo®°r aHwe can do ; but no other knowledge and
It]g.r doing would be of the slightest value to us.
Ipte Jaia conception of science which prevents my
WO nB much that Mr. Qainn has to say in his
iWeti? *aa™ week's Freethinker, to my article on
m lit°>°®ht, Religion, and Death.” For | gather
60 many other religious apologists—including

aog ~®°lally subtle Mr. Balfour—when he speaks

Sigcey0 bas always before his mind physical
S t 0 : He resents the dismissal of the belief
' a*l0 e on Srotmd that there is no scien-

| for it, beoause “ Soienoe is an attempt
t dad 8O0nlverse in terms of physios. Religion
> h olotempt to explain the universe in terms of
Kﬁ Certainly scienoe deals with facts, but

- j *aots, and that Mr. Quinn appears to over-
«inoi £ material for soienoe is not limited to
d Vi mots. There are other “ faots” that come
’gysm kiQtbe Boope of scienoe. The phenomena
LtawjCnal and emotional life are as muoh
( .icd £2r He work of scienoe as are ohemical and
A f jQPOOnomena. So are religions “ faots.” The
k6 mae™?d, in a soul, in spirits, while constituting
wH g rial of religion, are in essenoe faots of
C vth ?bey are part of the material dealt
\Y/ s0? s**0n0O0  psychology, and it beoomes the
(A, tQi0QX to reduce them to order, to classify
& esoribe their relation to other groups of

Qal

%’ "“thafl~°mes near *kis point of view when he
ao 1 theory whioh unifies the phenomena

ita " ; otidera them most consistent, will be ac-
kO departs from it when he adds that
WudBaofV*not be its truth, but its utility for the
i @~ and oonsistenoy.” In what lies the
‘mfig  y generalisation but in its power to unify
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a given group of phenomena, and its consistency with
what is already known to be true in other directions ?
The purpose of Mr. Quinn’'s qualification is obvious.
It assumes that self-consistency is the only thing
required to establish a theory, and that so long as
this is the case there is no need to check it, by verifi-
cation or contrast, with other known truths. It is
this method which gives us many religions, while its
rejection has left the world with only one soience.

Mr. Quinn complains that | regard it as unreason-
able to believe anything except on scientific lines, and
so rejeot immortality because it lacks soientifio
proof. | am afraid that | must persist in my “ un-
reasonableness,” only remarking that by “ scientific
lines” 1 understand something different from what
Mr. Quinn means by the phrase. There are other
methods of soientifio proof or disproof beside that of
the retort or the test-tube. It may be quite true
that mankind will persist in believing a number of
things without scientific warranty for so doing,
although | do not agree that these are “ outside the
soientifio purview or method.” *“ Artistio judgments
and theories ” oertainly are not. The very faot of
these being judgments and theories proves this is not
so. There may be greater difficulty in classification,
but that does not rule out the possibility of classifi-
cation. Besides, I must remind Mr. Quinn that the
difficulty of getting a common judgment concerning
a piece of musio, a picture, or a poem, is a very
different thing from framing laws concerning poetry,
painting, and music.

What, then, is the scientific attitude in regard to
a future life I Mr. Quinn admits there is “ no scien-
tific evidenoe of a life hereafter ; no soientifio theory
that tends in that direction.” But, he says, “ On
the other hand, there is no scientific evidenoe against
the belief in a life hereafter; therefore, as science
says nothing pro or con, it is perfectly neutral.”
This is not quite exaot. The business of scienoe is,
as | have said, to olassify facts. Mr. Quinn’s belief
—and that of others—in a hereafter, is one of the
facts of life with which scienoe must deal. And in
dealing with it science Bets up a very strong pre-
sumption against its truth. In the first plaoe, the
survival after death of human individuality would be
an absolutely unrelated faot in the universe. Up to
man, at least, the law of nature is the impermanenoe
of the individual. This is true right from tiniest
atomio structure up to living beings. Why, then,
the exception with man ? Where is the evidence of
its truth ?

Seoondly, soienoe oannot see in man, or with man,
anything that survives death. Structure and func-
tion is all that it sees; and, rightly or wrongly, it at
least claims the possibility of explaining all mental
phenomena on this basis. Soienoe does not treat
man as a duality, or as a trinity, but as a unity. Man
is to scienoe an organism with certain functions.
And for the survival of the latter after the destruc-
tion of the former, is a scientific inoonceivablity.

Finally, scienoe, pursuing its work of classification,
takes this modern religious belief in a something
which survives the disintegration of the body, and
plaoces it as one of a group of similar beliefs. And
having grouped it with other beliefs that are qualita-
tively identical, it is able to arrange them in some-
thing like a linear series. Just as it traces the
physical structure of man baok to the lowly Ascidia,
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bo it traces this modern belief in a soul back to the
fear-ridden ignorance of the primitive savage. The
soul’s genealogical table is clear and distinct. And
we know that it was born of a blunder; inevitable, if
you will, but none the less a blunder. It was a prim-
itive theory framed to desoribe certain experiences ;
but as Mr. Quinn says, fresh observation “ may very
easily require the recasting of a theory.” Quite so;
and fresh observation required a recasting of this
one. Every .fact upon which the “ soul ” theory was
built is now explained in a totally different way. It
exists only as a survival.

Now, it is surely not a correct representation of
the facts to write that science has nothing against
the belief in a future life. Science does not say, “ |
am at a loss to explain such and such a phenomenon
unless | assume the existence of a soul.” On the
contrary, its general attitude is that of Laplace’s “ |
have no need of that hypothesis.” It does not
pretend to completeness of knowledge, but it hopes
to make good all deficieaces by the same instruments
and methods that it has hitherto found so effective.
It therefore sets up a strong presumption against
immortality. In tracing the origin of the belief,
and in explaining the phenomena of the human organ-
ism without the hypothesis of a soul, science oomes
as near proving a negative as is possible'.

I do not see what support for his belief in a future
life Mr. Quinn hopes to gain from his excursus on
the difficulty of a man conceiving himself as uncon-
scious. | agree with him a3 to the difficulty, even
the impossibility, of a man thinking himself as not
thinking. But | do not see what this has to do with
the point at issue. What do we mean by conscious-
ness ? The only test that | know of whether a body
is living or not, is response to stimuli. If it does not
respond, we say that life is not present. And the
only test of consciousness is response in a specific
direction to stimuli. Now, we can realise that other
people will lose this capacity for response, and when
it is gone, we say they are unconscious, or dead. And
we can further realise that just as the body of A or B
has lost this power of response, and is dead, so we shall
one day pass, through the same phase and present
the same appearance. Our inability to picture our-
selves as non-existent has nothing whatever to do
with the point at issue. That is no more than an
infirmity of thought, and no one will seriously argue
that infirmity of thought is the measure of truth or
reality.

Mr. Quinn is quite wrong in thinking | believe that
religious theories are based on emotion. | believe
that all modern religions appeal to emotion, but
that is a different thing. There is, as ho says,

an intellectual element in all emotional states,
and there is an emotional element in all intel-
lectual states. The Freethinker's complaint here

is, that in connection with the belief in a future life,
the desires and emotions of people are cited as if
they were evidence of the truth of the belief. They
write and speak as though the universe was under
Borne obligation towards them to satisfy their feelings
and to gratify their desires. They will not realise
that because every frame of mind has both an
emotional and an intellectual aspect, the argument
from feeling or desire is wholly fallacious. The
believer says he will be unhappy without the belief
in a future life, because he conceives himself as
possessing his present feelings, minus his present
beliefs. And that is an impossibility. The beliefs
and emotions of each person sooner or later accom-
modate themselves one to the other. No one knows
this better than the Freethinker, and no Freethinker
is likely to underestimate the value of emotion in
life. But amongst other feelings he gives the desire
for truth a muoh higher place than is given it by the
Christian. To the Freethinker the desire for truth
is one of the cardinal qualities of a fully developed
nature. It implies sincerity, and its tendenoy is to
develop courage. And he who possesses these quali-
ties will always be ready to face whatever the universe

haa iD EtOre’ C. COHEN.
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Slow and Intermittent Progress of
Freethought.

of Freethought. ' By John M. R° _$
0.) New edition in two volumes. PR

A Short Histor
M.P (Watta &

and 535. 10a. net.

ldeas, blossoming into ideals, are the real ra%*rL 0
the world. From the beginning there have been
sets of ideas, the one being the offspring O
imagination and the other of the reason; a . K
two classes of ideas have inevitably given r=
corresponding ideals. The imagination is a S00.”
creator, and the only one known to us. Its c5ma®
are most varied, and many of them of truest v/~
Amongst them are art, poetry, metaphysics,
religion. Art and poetry, and the ideals that 9
from them, are invariably treated as imaginary
duots. Pictures represent, not literal reality » jre
what artists have seen through their imagl”®
eyes, and what they have succeeded inenabling i
others to see in the same way. The same
largely true of poetry, as Shakespeare, in u
inimitable style, tells us :—
“ The poet's eye, in a fine frenzy rolling, . 10
Doth glance from heaven to earth, from ear N
And, as imagination bodies forth L“ea
The forms of things unknown, the poet’'s R
Turns them to shapes, and gives to airy not
A local habitation and a name.”
When we come to metaphysios and religio“»
ever, we descenid to a muoh lower mental
where imaginary objects are treated & fie
realities. In religion, particularly, imagin»1
tions degenerate into objective existences-
religious ideas naturally mature into religi®a®~ar.
Thus, the idea of God suggests godliness as
responding ideal. So, likewise, the idea of
yields the ideal of heavenly-mindedness,
made to stand out in opposition to earthly“1
ness. jiC0 9
Now, we find that in every age there has”™"efN
number of people to whom religious ideas a“ o
have appeared utterly irrational, and who ha ~d
cated the cause of reason against that of ~ St
knowledge as a substitute for that of
Most of them are known to have hoe
admirers of art and poetry, and their
religion oan only be accounted for by rQ
that in religion the original playthings of *
nation have crystallised into hard, cold,
dogmas, assent to which has been renders
sory by a self-appointed external authority- ., i
often assure@ by Gts champibaé atd
poetry; but when we insist upon placi--"
angels in the same oategory as King Artho  ;ft>
Round Table, we are charged with spiritua n
irreverence, even blasphemy. God, Christ, N Aji”
and the unseen world are spoken of no
dreams, or hypothetic assumptions, hut
verities, in which we must believe, or ejjot
perish. But there have always been POOt)jlitftf
belief in the supernatural was an imp* ths
whom religious teachers have been in >|S
denouncing as enemies of the race, being ~ *
ally perverse and morally abandoned. rjghj.
they have only exercised the
think for themselves, untrammelled by

o0t9
tfol
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N

tion or prejudice. It is a comprehensi™®, jo
such Freethinkers from earliest times flajs is
own that Mr. J. M. Robertson presents

work now under review. When it fi® brijeJ
1899, it was in one volume of less than efp>

pages ; but in the third edition it has 0 9¥S 9
into two volumes of about five hundre~™ni0 ;3
Considering the lengthy period and d
countries which it covers, it still

original title_of A _Short History. i X
has the merit of being the first Wor}év (%oar
BEricdly sowenfiite linaa, wrmtten by a her e &«
Freethinker, and dedicated to an A It
thoroughgoing. In estimating n &
sontial to bear in mind the in
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“nginal research, in all sorts of almost inaccessible
that must have been accomplished before the
Anting of such a work, crammed with an infinite
health of information, became possible ; and we sin-
gly congratulate the author upon the magni-
hoently successful manner in which he has performed
“8stupendously difficult task.
Mr. Robertson’s definition of Freethought i3 worth
Noting;__

1 For practical purposes Freethonght may be defined
as a oonscioua reaction against some phase or phases of
conventional or traditional doctrine in religion—on the
one hand, a claim to think freely, in the sense not of
disregard for logic, but of special loyalty to it, on pro-
blems to which the past course of things has given a
great intellectual and practical importance ; on the other
hand, the actual practice of such thinking ” (vol. i., p. 9).

aoh being the nature of Fraethought in its special
~arng on religion, the aim of this History is thus

“In the present sketch, framed though it be from
the rationalistic standpoint, it is proposed to draw up
ot a counter indictment, but a more or less dispas-
sionate account of the main historical phases of Free-
thought, viewed on the one hand as expressions of the
rational or critical spirit, playing on the subject-matter
°f religion, and on the other hand as sociological phe-
nomena conditioned by social forces, in particular the
economic and political ” (lbid, p. 15).

. Of course, Freefchought derives its significance
JOn the fact that religious thought is oonven-
°hal and traditional, and, consequently, in no true
8we free, though at one time exceedingly orthodox
«levers prided themselves upon being Freethinkers.
aith and knowledge are always at strife, though in
theend knowledge gloriously prevails. Faith is at its
®Iqhgest when knowledge is at its weakest; and in
pp™?r.vMon as knowledge grows, faith deolines. In
§ kuitive times the growth of Freethought was
%'ofully slow because the general ignorance was so
e i8e>and this is still the case among savages; but
in the most primitive times there were those,

. few, who disbelieved the popular religion,
disbelieved it in the name of the little know-
ge they possessed. Well, it was during this time
Primal stupidity that religion took root and began
pr &°w, and when it was fairly well developed the
o688  Ffeethought became more rapid, though
for comparatively short periods at a time.

2 arly Rationalism, in short, would share in the
g Rations of early civilisation; and achievements
though would repeatedly be swept away, even as
~ te.the achievements of the constructive arts.” It
» tvl*n” a>perhaps, that the most signal instanoe
tre 'a Process was witnessed. In ancient times
the two main cults of Agni and Indra prevailed

oy eide, and in combination with these was the

list ~ °~Ner deities too numerous to mention
od a°w worship of so great a multiplicity of
ty afended to discredit all the oults alike. There
jL 8oh a chaotio medley of oults that, as Mr.
Its erf Son observes, doubt was oast upon them all in
8aeyeB of the thoughtful. Even the priests thern-
f§y 8 doubted, and the laity, indubitably, largely
Q °~ed the priestly example. Corresponding to the
Hr, “*onyeus, Soma was the Indian God of Wine,
chief business, however, was to fling all the

in8 and irreligious folk into the abyss. For a
fhe people were, under the Brahmanio law,
Priest-ridden in the world. But about the

~ ? century b.c. the Sankhya philosophy arose,
claimed the name of “ lordless ” or “ atheistic”

Itio “Mnotive title. There was a complete revo-
Sutf8°f thought throughout the oountry, and in the
stw Period the hymns of the Veda lost all their
natfiralist meaning. As Mr. Robertson puts

In Bbort, every form of critical revolt against in-
t»t ibl® doctrine that has arisen in later Europe, had
alden place in ancient India long before the Alexandrian
°caquest. And the same attitude continued to be com-
within the post-Alexandrian period; for Panini,
Win P nat apparently be dated then, was acquainted
tcf" iafidels and nihilists ; and the teaching of Brihas-
*on which was founded the system of the Kharvakas
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— apparently one of several sections of a Freethink-
ing school called the Lokayatas or Lokayatikas—is
extremely destructive of Vedie pretensions ” (lbid,
pp. 52, 53).
For many centuries India, under Buddhism, was the
peaceful home of Atheism, which was carried by
numerous zealous missionaries into many other
countries, with the result that even to-day, accord-
ing to statistics cited by Professor Rhys Davids in
his Buddhism (p. 6), there are 500,000,000 Buddhists
in the world.

We have no space in which to trace the varying
fortunes of Freethought in Mesopotamia, Ancient
Persia, Egypt, Phoenicia, Ancient China, Mexico,
and Peru; but we are profoundly impressed by the
fact that the practice of the art of criticism helps to
improve religion both intellectually and ethically,
and that, often, by reducing the number of its
supernatural beliefs and by recharging its moral
enthusiasm. As Mr. Robertson remarks, “ Wherever
conduct is a matter of sheer obedience to a super-
natural code, it is ipso facto uncritical and unpro-
gressive.”” As a matter of faot, supernatural belief,
however fervently held, has not, as such, been pro-
ductive of an elevated moral tone, or an ennobling
aspiration. “ Indeed, the singular diversity between
profession and praotice among Christians has in all
periods called out declarations by the more fervid
believers that their average fellow-Christians are
‘practical Atheists.”’ They are not, as a rule, but
the intensity of their faith does not necessarily
impart moral passion to them. As Bryce puts it
(Holy Roman Empire, p. 184): “ Resistance to God's
Vicar might be, and, indeed, was admitted to be, a
deadly sin, but it was one which nobody hesitated to
commit.” The same thing exactly is true of dis-
obedience to God; it is acknowledged to be a heinous
offence, but nobody hesitates to be guilty of it. The
only effective sanction of morality is its exceeding
reasonableness, and the reasonableness of it tells
only when practically enforced by a strong sooial
sense developed by precept and practice.

(To be concluded.) J. T. LLOYD.

The Voices of the Stars.

“ Gleiulower.— At my nativity
The front of heaven was fall of fiery shapes,
Of burning cressets ; and at my birth,
The frame and huge foundation of tho earth
Shaked like a coward.

Hotspur.—Why, so it would have done
At the same season, if your mother’s cat had
But kittened, though yourself had ne’er been born.”
— Shakespeare, Henry 1V.

Thomas Moore, the poet, was nearly choked with
indignation by being asked by a lady at dinner how
he got his forecasts for his Almanac. Yet the faot
remains that “ Old Moore,” the prophet, counts more
readers to-day than the author of Lalla Rookh, a
poem muoh admired on publication, and for whioh
the poet received ten thousand pounds.

It used to be said that prophecy found a man mad,
or left him so; but an exception must be made in
the case of “ Old Moore,” the most genial of prophets,
whose Almanac is known to everybody. Not long
ago, there rose up, in an idle week, the old news-
paper dispute over the names of the twenty greatest
men now alive and famous. Reputations tossed and
rose and fell. There were odd folk who were not
quite sure about Mr. Lloyd George. Over the merits
of the Bishop of London and Mr. Horatio Bottomley
there were unkind comparisons; but none of the
correspondents ever questioned the right of “ Old
Moore ” to be considered a great man.

His is a fame that flourishes wherever the English
language is spoken. He has shown to hundreds of
thousands the vision of the future, and he has care-
fully observed the secret of anonymity. As for the
public, the prophet serves us well. His manly utter-
ances set us right at the moment when a new bacil-
lus has put os in bodily fear; when wo arc anxious
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over the coming eolipse, or the preas-gang soreams
over the inadequacy of the defenoes of the oonntry.

“ Old Moore’s” Almanac for the coming year sug-
gests that the “ voices of the stars’ are very olarn-
orous. The prophet’s principal hieroglyphic for 1916
is a fearsome and a wonderful sight. To the unin-
itiated onlooker the chief features seem absolutely
weird. In the top corner is a picture of the British
lion, weary and war-worn, apparently making a meal
from a heap of cannon-balls. Next to him is a bishop
with a wooden leg, whilst a good-sized angel appears
to be about to polish the episcopal silk hat. The
accompanying letterpress conveys the distressful in-
formation that “ the Church will be in some danger,”
and, presumably, upon its last legs. The foreground
shows a soldier, wearing a German helmet, gazing at
a large mirror, in which may be seen a figure of
death. Near at hand is a group of women standing
round a greasy pole and watching the efforts of a
“ flapper ” to reach a soldier, who sits up aloft. The
remainder of the drawing shows the Russian bear
wheeling a coster’s barrow, and a truly harrowing
picture of the dove of peace, transfixed by an arrow,
and resting upon a dilapidated sundial.

This artistic combination, “ Old Moore.” informs
us, “is full of ominous significance” ; but, lest any
reader should get cold feet in consequence, the pro-
phet concludes bis remarks with the inspiring words,
“ God Save the King.” The dozen smaller cartoons,
thoughtfully provided for the twelve months of the
year, supply considerable food for reflection, and
amplify the large picture. From the accompanying
letterpress we learn that “ we are all passing along
the milestones of life,” and that “ a great statesman”
More

will shuffle off this mortal coil in April.

saddening still, “ reckless girls” will do much “ wan-
ton destruction ” in July, and “ the police will have
a very hard time of it” in the same month. “A

very great lady ” will be beckoned from the stage of
life in Deoember, but the medical profession will do
their best to keep her in this vale of tears.

Of more interest to our readers is the forecast for
April, when the prophet suggests that considerable
discussion will take place on religious matters.
Shareholders in breweries and others will note
with alarm that further curtailment of the hours
for drinking will take effeot in August, a time of
the year provocative of thirst. Last this calamity
should induce pessimism, we hasten to point out
that there will be a “ little boom in stooks” in
September, and in October “we may enjoy some
glorious weather.”

“ Old Moore” should know something about the
stars, for he has been in aotive communion with
them for over two hundred years. At least one
of the editions of his Almanac olaims to be in its
219th year, whilst another is said to have a circu-
lation of over a million copies annually. It is true
that the name of “ Francis Moore, Physician,” is not
in the Medioal Directory, but, probably on aocount of
his great age, he is on the retired list. He must have
seen many ups and downs during his interesting
career, having started in business as a prophet
prior to the reign of good Queen Anne.

There are so many people out walking in the street
who are celebrities, that it is a novelty to find a pro-
phet whose features are veiled. In this Bagdad of
ours no Haroun al Rasohid can venture abroad un-
distinguished. But “ Old Moore’'s” fame is still safe
without his portrait being reproduced in the half-
penny newspapers. Lat all other prophets give us
as careful and comforting anticipations, and there
will be an end of the slump in propheoy.

Mimneemus.

The Air and Water Currents of the Earth.

In his dearly written work, The Earth: Its Life
and Death,* the eminent ooeanographer, Professor
Alphonse Berget, compares the various phenomena

* G. P. Putnam’s, London and New York. 1915.
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which make up our planet's existence with the
functions of a living organism. Just as the hoo
circulates through an animal’'s body, and much as
the sap circulates in plants, so our earthly rdl
denoe is provided with its own special mode9 0
its interior regi®

circulation.

The earth's crust, and also
display an eleotrical circulation. And to aIIt
multitudinous modes of life whioh dwell in the a'r>
on the land, and in the rivers, lakes, and seas, t
circulatory movements of the hydrosphere, as t
waters of the world are called, and those of t
atmosphere whioh everywhere environs us, a
demonstrably of measureless importance. Altboug
atmospherio and hydrospheric phenomena are D
separably associated, and act and reaot upon
other in the closest relationship, it is per*1®
advisable in the interests of clearer exposmoqh
study them separately at the outset, for in
way their truly inseparable character will then
out all the more strikingly in the sequel.

The terrestrial atmosphere—at all events those
layers of it that surround us—is oomposed ° of B
per cent, nitrogen, 21 per cent, oxygen, and
cent, of argon, while it also contains ve
traces of those extremely rare gases, neon, IffO

krypton, as well as hydrogen and helium
gaseous compounds, carbonic aoid (carbon-c~:
and water vapor, which are likewise present m »
atmosphere, perform sterling functions, inasmuo
they serve to maintain the earth’s surface
ature by preventing excessive radiation. The P g
portion of hydrogen and helium in the atmosp “
constantly increases a3 we ascend into the uw ~
regions of the air until at its greatest heights,
little atmosphere there is, is formed by 99 per
hydrogen and 1 per oent. helium. A

These various aerial substances are controlie ~
two foroes. The earth’s rotation subjects the ~
the influences of centrifugal foroe, which ten
drive them into space, while our globe’s gravita
powers tend to bind them to the earth’'s sur ~
surroundings. Again, the several constifcnen
the atmosphere are oeaselessly exposed to the
ing influences of the sun. The best absorbent
solar rays is water vapor, and this substanoe L
guently becomes the chief agent in raising thO it
perature of the air when this stores up the ene
receives from the sun.

Now, if our planet's surface conditions wer

K|

alie
dy

throughout, instead of being what they are, P*ge
soil and partly sea, and if the earth’'s rotatio ~a
perpendicular to the plane of its orbit, ins fOrifl
being inclined, its temperature would be n jjon
throughout its entire area, with the trifling

of the varying quantities of heat receive e
to the earth’s least or greatest distance fr

sun. aoOa»l

The path pursued by our planet in B ejjipse
journey round the sun is not a circle, but an * jis
so that the earth is three million miles near
luminary at one period of the year (perihellD
at another (aphelion), its average distanc

about ninety-three million miles. . ppriil
With the above reservation we may asser

the earth’'s surface were made up of som

geneous material, and itsT* were

to the plane, so that it travelled in a“

position, there would be €equal days and

twelve hours each all the year round w

of the earth. The sun would then

vertically overhead at the equator. * BOrEl"*\t

weather would be experienced at the eqaa .g0tPej
faces upon whioh the solar rays would OX0™NGild ~
maximum power. But the temperature

with steady regularity as we approaobe  gOrfay
where the sun’s rays, just reaching D

would oonfer no heating power at all. j.gdiffe?j&
therefore appear no seasonal change, aod #- sk,

climates of the earth’s regions would var-joal i\¢p

accordance with their proximity to the tropg
As a matter of fact, however, the condfl'

govern our atmospherio phenomena &€

PL
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conpiex than these. To begin with, the earth’s
Xjal rotation is not upright. It is inclined at an
gle of 23J° from the vertical, and it is to this
jQolination that we owe the ohanges of our seasons.

this inclination, then, is due not only the spring,
@®onmrer, autumn, and winter of the revolving years,
~ the accompanying inequalities of the nights and
%8. To the same phenomenon is likewise traceable
B arrangement of the earth’s surface into geo-
graphical zones: the Equatorial or Torrid Zone, the
wo Frigid Zones, whose centres are respectively the
°rth and South Poles, and the two Temperate
ones, which embrace all the regions which lie
%en the two Frigid Zones and the Torrid

~he unequal distribution of land and water adds
farther factor, which must not be neglected in
«iewing the earth’'s differing climates. Nearly
fee-fourths of the earth’s area is occupied by
ater, while the land presents markedly dissimilar
atnres, which include huge mountain masses,
ensive valleys, plateaux of considerable elevation,
P depressions, and desert wastes. Then there
X0Qj prononneed variations in the nature of the
itself, and, consequently, in its power to absorb
solar energy. And, as a result of this, the temper-
ore of the neighboring air will vary with the vary
8 nature of the earth on which it rests.
influence of the oceans on local atmospheric
BHXOns is much more easily estimated, as the sea
ffaces are composed of like substance, and are
foaally destitute of irregularity. According to
[ @fy> fairly stable atmospheric states should be
°\Ver great waters, snob as the Indian
al j~lantio Oceans, the Southern Seas, and, above
Bd 6 va8™ Pacific Ocean. Now, these assumed
a 0B do aotually exist, and to these phenomena
fpall space may be devoted.
. 0 sen shines most fiercely in the Tropical
imi2000 ~or twice a year the solar orb appears
mediately overhead at tnue noon, when its heating
v2-r ia lib its Maximum. The solar rays falling
u%lgaUy to t?‘le earth raise its temperature enor-
48U aa i°wer layers of the atmosphere contain
tools - “arfier fleantity of water, vapor, and dust par-
(e .8In suspension, and thus absorb more fully the
feeg 8ent from the sun. These are the two chief
hdt inbense temperature of the tropical
‘ Professor Berget states i—
U By means of instruments called bolometers the
quantity of heat thus received annually by the equa-
belt has been measured. It has been found
a' it is sufficient to vaporise a layer of water four
etres [12 2 feet] deep covering the same area. Now,
cteorologists, on the other hand, have determined by
eans of observations extending over numerous years
average yearly quantity of rain which falls on
~N 6 equatorial belt; it is represented by a layer of

th t1two “ c!*08 [7'5 feet] in depth. Even admitting
, at the whole of tnis water was vaporised by the solar

it f’'an® none i* worked into the soil on which
~ tell, it is obvious that after complete vaporisation

~ere would remain a surplus quantity of heat sufficient

V  VaPoriso as much again.”
Ure turns this surplus heat to account in
ever ~xre°tion. This heat is utilised to raise to
aure0Q SrOater intensity the already high temper-
_the tropical atmosphere. This immensely
toOg air is extremely light, and therefore ascends
PeQ@erafile heights. And in the Torrid Zone this
YD ~cnon is not intermittent but invariable, as
~®elator of this great conveotion current—
atiog, ~jng power of the sun—is in constant oper-
°k oircumstance has far-reaching influences
Koehsi Wor™ '8 weather, for, in oonsequence of the
® these extremely attenuated volumes of
AMI@BNhIF %0 bfi® upper regions of the equatorial
iOtfautlere, there is left along the earth’s tropical
St]je. a region of low pressure where there is a
ftQa ,, deficiency of air. As the outcome of this,
0 regions of high pressure whioh contain
| ?8°f air, in other words, from the Temperate
'Sjd Zones, the cold heavy air flows towards
P8 to take the place of the superheated air

Ibs
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that has risen to the upper equatorial atmospherio
strata. If the earth were motionless, then northerly
winds would be normal in the northern hemisphere,
and southerly winds would blow in the southern
hemisphere, as the air ourrents flowing towards the
equator from their respective hemispheres would
blow from the south in the one case, and from
the north in the other.

But the earth revolves on its axis in an easterly
direction. In virtue of this, all objects on the globe’s
surface are ever journeying towards the east. The
greatest rapidity of this motion is experienced at the
equator, a circle which measures 25,000 miles in
circumference, and the complete rotation of whioh
within twenty-four hours is equivalent, so far as
any particular spot at the equator is concerned,
to a velooity of over 1,000 miles an hour, or about
17 miles per minute. This rate of easterly movement
becomes steadily less with the diminishing magnitude
of the parallels of latitude. Many remember, and
possibly some have forgotten, that a parallel of
latitude is a cirole passing round the earth from
west to east, every part of which is at an equal
distance from the equator. In other terms, were
a line drawn round our globe so as to conneot all
places whioh lie at the same distance from the
equator, it would necessarily he parallel to the
equator. Such a line is therefore a parallel of
latitude. Under a parallel of 60°—the latitude of
London is 51£° north of the equator—at a latitude
of 60° then, a circle of 12,000 miles only, or less than
half the measure of the equator, is rotated within
the same period of twenty-four hours whioh gives
at any given spot a rate of motion of only 500 miles
an hour, while at the poles themselves actual motion
vanishes.

It therefore follows that the air in oiroulation, that
is, the wind, whioh travels over the earth’s surface
towards the equator is constantly reaching places
whioh are rotating at a quicker rate than itself.
Honce the air current will lag behind; it must,
consequently, to the north of the tropics, be deflected
towards the left, while the air arriving from the
southern hemisphere will be deflected towards the
right. Thus both ourrents will tend to blow from
an easterly quarter. Sinoe, as we have seen, the
wind north of the equator is subject to the influence
of two forces—one pulling it south, and the other
drawing it west—it is compelled by the combined
forces to flow in an intermediate direction, that
is, from north-east to south-west. Similarly, the
air ourrents moving from the south towards the
equator will blow from south-east to north-west.
We should find, then, north-east winds to the north
of the equator, and south-east winds to the south
of it. All scientific observations support this
reasoning.

These air currents render invaluable aid to the
merohant marine, and are therefore termed Trade
Winds. They carried the sailing-ships of Columbus
on his immortal voyage of discovery, and many a
succeeding navigator has blessed them for their
help. The paths pursued by these constant currents
are now completely known. Maury, the gifted pioneer
of ooeanography, prepared the first monthly maps
which made available to mariners an acquaintance
with those ocean routes, whioh lessened by half
the time previously spent in long voyages in the
old sailing-vessels.

Those masses of heated air, previously mentioned,
which are drawn up by the solar rays into the upper
tropical atmosphere travel towards the Poles and
slowly descend as they cool, thus supplying the
place of the air from the Temperate and Frigid
regions whioh has flown towards the equator. These
winds are known as the anti-trade winds. Their
existence may be easily ascertained in Western
Europe, particularly when the ground ourrent is
blowing from the east or north-east. Those beautiful
oloud-forms called cirrus clouds appear at a muoh
greater height than any others and, in the northern
hemisphere, always travel from the south-west to-
wards the north-eaist, During the splendid weather
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recently experienced in England the prevailing winds
were easterly, yet nearly all the clouds that passed
over the sky were cirrus clouds, which moved across
in opposition to the earth currents, and represented
the condensed vapor arising from solar activity
originally exeroised in the far distant tropics.

[To be continued.) T.F. Paimer.

The Red Trail.

Nature Was enjoying an afternoon nap. The heat
had worn away the hem of her impetuosity. She
was sleepy. The air, drowsily full of the humming
of bees, and unmolested by the spirits of the wind,
had drawn around her a mantle of somnolent soft-
ness, that her slumbers might be quiet and peaceful.
Even the burn slept sluggishly in the shadows of the
young firs and raspberry bushes. And the hills, if
one could have seen them, were leaning against the
haze, their cheeks pressed close to the bosoms of
their misty lovers. Grouse and pheasants, and hares
and rabbits populated the woods and hills; but all of
them had snuggled down into the heather and tufted
grass and bracken, to dream the hours away, or had
disappeared into the cool recesses of the foliage to
forget for a little that they had lived.

Warfare and the struggle to exist had apparently
ceased. Nature proclaiming a truce, gave her chil-
dren the happiness of peace; and one would have
thought that the sturdy young firs revelled in the
embraces of the fruit-laden rasp bushes they were
destined, some day, to extirpate.

Two people lazily reclined on a thickly grassed
bank that sloped gently down from the fringe of the
wood,to the water. The girl, her feet resting on a
strayed rock, was busily engaged endeavoring to pull
pleasure from a cigarette. Unlike her environment,
she was energetically awake. A magazine, war-red
from cover to oover, lay in her lap. Her eyes were
glued to the reeking print, and the smoke issued be-
tween her lips in quick puffs. Her chum watched
the gyrations of midges as they hurled themselves in
consternation from this pipe-fog, while he thought
over the contents of the book that now formed his
pillow. Blissfully content to be alive, carelessly
observant of the day-long labors of the inseots, and
amused at the horrible tragedy of a soulless life, such
as his own was, and the vast array of mental mis-
conceptions to which he offered a respect that was
nothing, as the author implied, but dogged ignoranoe,
he was yet an unoonscious element of strife.

Fanned by journalistic realism, and blown upon by
the clamorous breeze of patriotism, the spirit of his
companion, or the flames of the war fever in her
heart, were rapidly becoming dangerous. Suddenly
she sat up, and tossed her loose hair from her
shoulders.

“ Oh, I wish I were a man!”

He stretohed himself into a more comfortable
position, and the movement was like kerosene poured
over a fire.

“ 1 said | wish, wish, wish | were a man.”

“Yes.”

“ 1 want to fight the beastly Germans. | want to
help to pulverise them ; to stamp them out; to help
to make the world forget they ever existed. They
are not fit to live ; not fit even to be remembered as
bogies. Their methods of war are so utterly dis-
gusting that no sensible man can possibly refuse to
condemn them. They are barbaric brutes, absolute
cannibals who practically eat human flesh, It makes
one’s blood boil. Haven't you read about their treat-
ment of prisoners, and women and children, and
their own wounded ? The brutes 1 Even the earth
is sick of them and shudders when they fall into it!”

Her pal closed his eyes as if to shut out the peace-
ful beauties of nature. Everywhere this terrible war
spirit burst into fire. It invaded territories wholly
antagonistic to its influence. It bombarded citadels
built by the hands and brains of men, fortresses of
the future, that it destroyed callously and ruthlessly
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till the labor of years were masses of ugly debris. K
permeated the pages of books whose ideas and vision8
were spun on the loom of peace, and whose teaching8
had no truths for times of war. It sneered at jnstico
and reason. It laughed at humanism. It opened tbs
sluices of reactionary thought and deed; and no-
where was peace found; for his mind bad becomes8
a mirror that reflected the flames of fear and ham
and it needed but a word to turn the mirror to the
glar nght into the quiet heart of nature the splrltf|rf
war had come, with its paroxysm of grief and tandry
glory; and the charm had evaporated like a dewdrop
sparkling on a leaf of grass in the sunrays. Itha
assailed the quietude of repose with its blatan
shrieking and shouting. He could hear the ycHS8 °,
agony, see the flowing blood, smell the reek of g0®’
he could experience the mad joy of murder, and t
sullen astonishment of the man who is hit; he con
feel the unconquerable nerves that shook and shi
ered, that danoed and sang, that grew greyer m
sodden patience unending in the intensity of its P*
sibilities. He became old and neurotio ; young ao®
daredevilish ; sick and feeble and weary; lusty a8
sea-gale, full of an unknown, powerful vitality,

felt the mingled sorrow and pleasure, the grief
him who had grandly died for his country and
people, and the heart-pain that robed the pleasure »
crape. He felt it all, and behind his dosed eyeh B
film of moisture burned and passed. ,e

He saw the trail of blood and tears stretchy
away out through the days that were yet to be»
festering sores on the body sooial, the tired &
feet, the corruptions of the mind manifesting 1
presence on the face and in the eyes of society,
abstraction had long since become a personal rea
Society was a f9llowman with a life similar to
own : he was a Humanist. a

“ Speak, can’t you? Why do you lie there 1
dog?” she said, after a few moments of silence.

He opened his eyes, and looked around. ~3 &p
was still the same happy, sleepy, beautifui 8
of seeming amities. Obviously, Nature oared ~
straw for man’s foolishly tragic playing. Appar, ~
she was quite indifferent whether man Pro™"0
her teachings or not. Nature, as a whole, 8 8
remotely apart from the warrings of her 8 fd
children. As an entity in herself, she gpE rijflg
nncognisaat of the turmoil of her opposing ° fjLgbf
It mattered not very much to her that animals o]
for their lives against each other; that plants ~
gled with each other for the privilege of being ~fj
sumed by hungry inseots; that the song of 8
should be merged in the satisfied grunt of a jofe
that lived but as fodder for a stronger cousin,
smiled oomplaoently.

Perhaps Humanity took its characteristic ~
the larger all-embracing Nature, and smiled ,jttf
deadly disputes of its integral parts. &a ~gf
lived, although these died. But man’s reaso filled
vened. Man could think. Man could act,

fjoC

powerfully enough, contrary to the forces 0 cgaN
He could make these forces his servants. ~ “g»
understand and control them. He need Dfays O
brute. Surely there were more rational 0%
attacking brutes than by using brutish .je

In any case, whether it was more reaS°t0
assail the hidden roots of an evil than ~ #0/
all one’s attention to the stem and foliage a toets,
forgetting that the life of a habit lay in™ i, 9it
There were times, seasons, when the leave

the stem withered. There were period

seemed as if the plant had died; bat ~ fro®
and out of season the roots drew nourish® [etji3
Nature, and lived in the dark, ever ready jogp '

their youth, to spread forth their foliage» oOrta’,.g.
and to fructify. Were the roots more 1B\"r0d b
all times than the green glory, the bloo n

soms, and the bitter fruit? aljj,
“Yes,” he said; “ | could speak for ®° r0d

would all be useless. You are on *

Mainie. Everything you say is true ~ fa

yipw-point; from mine, it is equally tra
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aro right according to the present. 1| am right
fording to the future. Were | incarcerated for life,
fknohope of freedom, I should still be a Humanist,
joking more of the permanent than the ephemeral,
factically, | am imprisoned now; yet it makes no
%ence. When one is on the red trail the present
-ttices. But | am on the long lone trail; and every
‘Nt of every custom, of every deed, of every
~nght, reflects and is transformed by the golden

that gleams from the always distant future.”

I(’]\_‘g!ﬁg a hopelessly impossible dreamer.”

”
Robert Moreland.

Acid Drops.

Aii 8 Mario Corolli says that she has been called an
"fitt P°°pl° who have never read a line she has
i.,,6l, If our services are of any value to the lady, we
*aj ~sure all and sundry that there is not the slightest
loj CE truth in the allegation. Anyone who has read her
Will realise that no Atheist could have written them.
~atTheé' man E)fOUSHE against Atheism, it is not open to
fites-" r8e- Miss Corelli says that if she lived a thousand
th v a thousand different worlds, nothing could shake her
HiklQG°d. Hearl hear 1 Although, when one comes to
lidj ' “ most people lived through half-a-dozen lives in
lan ’ ¢?.en worlds, it might he enough to confirm their
Haj Miss Corelli goes at it the other way about— some
would say the wrong end up.

4+, °rJing to the daily papers quite a roaring trade is being
ijj. iortune-telling just now. Thousands of people are
Ky S 8§atn f'dings of those belonging to them in the
dtheax™ un<ler the stress of the War the latest superstition
& PtHE°P*G showing itself. Some sand, or tea-leaves,
ilocjj6 Ink’ or a crystal, is all that is necessary as a
*e ,?'trade, and a number of credulous women furnish
< We presume this is one of the evidences

8r°wth of religious feeling as a consequence of the

ry
J)t/'ﬁ(é)u has returned to London from America, and
tlinj ‘a% one thing that surprised him was the revival of
IRt .in the United States. One might have counted on
w ,as there ever a time when a parson returned from
'digltlj DS fonr w*th°nt finding a wonderful revival of
6 So u” *Balways occurring, and yet somehow or other
, , of the non-religions steadllly increases. The
®os it all with the eye of faith.

A

.t/\;b'i,bev’ Dr. Orchard is convinced that the intellect craves

! M. The intellect! All he really moans is his intel-
"ADr4 . is really not enough on which to base a uni-

% bav0™N08*'011l Inhere are millions of people in the world
likeOao such craving. To pass by ordinary people—a

Sew- “helley, a reformer like Garibaldi or Bradlaugh,

i fedith 'kQ Darwin, a novelist like George Eliot or
‘Ser, philosophef HKe Spenter, a musidiam like
°pg ST&S no such craving. Are all those to be sot

E | because Dr. Orchard’s intellect craves for

’ Dr. Orchard should bethink himself that a
pan prove no moro ~an its own existence. There

L- VIn"* —mmome T s ’ abashed.

tempor-
And yet
is one of the philosophers of the religious world !

N

yH'j.IXa touching appeal from tho agony column of the
v?ho , Vortiser would like to hear from a man of tho

braced ' “avErig overcome religious doubts, is now firmly
of a future existence.” We wonder if Mr.
t le* has replied.

tjA 8" ° heading of “ The Pipe in War,” tho Daily Neivs

Ib ‘hay Unt of the distribution of tobacco among troops

Ch(i8tf n8 Men’s Christian Association. It looks as if
at>religion wero onding in smoko.

~OQig .inake the man,” says tho provorb. Adam and

ave denied the soft impeachment.

et P' Doso, of Calcutta, has made some dis-

1 tend to show that plants and trees have a
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nervous system, and are responsive to external conditions in
the same manner as human beings. This is interesting!
What agonies the apple-tree in Eden must have endured !

The incumbent of Henry Ward Beecher’'s Church,
Plymouth, recently informed his congregation that he
intended pursuing a now path. He had, he said, hitherto
given his time and attention to business and material pros-
perity, with the result that he owed about $90,000, and now
recognised that he had strayed from the path a minister
should follow. The preacher’s voice, the newspaper report
says, choked with emotion, and at the end of his sermon he
wiped the tears from his eyes. His business speculations
had been unfortunate, so that it does not seem necessary to
travel far to discover the cause of his repentance. We
wonder what would have happened if the $90 000 had re-
presented a profit instead of a loss? In that case, we sus-
pect, he would have returned thanks to God for his manifold
kindness, and still pursued the even, and profitable, tenor of
his way.

The modorn Bible prophets have been exercising their
ingenuity in trying to prove that tae German Kaiser is
the “beast” mentioned in “ Revelation.” Their predecessors
in the same line of business professed to identify the great
Napoleon, and later Napoleon the Third, in the same way.

How these Christians love one another! A row took place
at the German Church, Brompton-road, London, because the
service was conducted in German, and some uninvited Eng-
lish visitors objected. Perhaps the pastor will petition the
Throne of Grace in Yolapuk.

Speaking at the autumnal meeting of the Congregational
Union at Leeds, the Rev. W. B. Selbie said, “ It would not
matter much whether their theology was new or old.” Pre-
sumably, the main thing is the steady flow of threepenny bits
in the collection bags.

Hair-cuts are costing more owing to the War. Let us hopo
it will not cause a revival of the tonsorial fashions in use in
Galilee in the times of Christ.

M. Paul Sabatier, though himself a clergyman, has a very
low opinion of the French Church. In an interview granted
to the Christian Commonwealth, he admits that there is a
revival of religion going on in France, but asserts that it
“ has not come through the Church.” The revival he
describes has really nothing technically religious about it,
being a revival merely of the spirit of patriotism and
brotherhood. In this sense the soldiers are “ too religions
to care for sermons,” and for the same reason they “ some-
times refuse to accept the New Testaments which are given
to them, and will not listen to the sermons.” In any case,
the Churches do not count, while the religion advocated by
Sabatier is not materially different from Secularism.

Viscount Esher says “ we are all actors in this great
tragedy ” of the War. Surely not all1 Some are merely
supers— like the clergy who console the girls the other
fellows have left behind.

Tho Rev. A. T. Gnttery wishes the Theologioal College to
be closed to enable the students to assist in the Young Men’s
Christian Association huts for soldiers. As these dwellings
have billiard tables, tho theological students might finish up
as billiard-markers.

A new book has been published with the alluring title, The
Devil's Mistress. Suroly itis high time that Satan had sowod
his wild oats.

The Archbishop of York, in a letter to the diocese, says
that “ now is tho time for British people to show the stuff of
which it is made. We have too long had a false ideal of
freedom.” What would this bellicose follower of the Prince
of Peace say if the Government compelled all the clergy of
military ago to join the colors as real soldiers ?

The Rev. J. H. Rushbrooko, M.A., of tho Hampstead
Garden City Froo Church, says “ it is torriblo that aftor
nearly two thousand yoars of Christianity, we should be
involved in a vast war” ; but he finds “ significance in
tho pathetic hope which all nations entertain, which even
cynical statesmen find it necessary to encourage, that this
may be the last.” Such a result can only be ensured,
the reverend gentleman adds, by “a completo change of
spirit and temper,” and to effect such a change “ God
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himself is needed, and he alone is equal to the vast task.”
But is not Mr. Bushbrooke aware that God is the Ancient of
Days, and has been in the world from the beginning? Has
the task been too vast even for the Almighty ? To say that
“a complete change of spirit and temper ” is needed is
equivalent to admitting either that the Lord is not equal
to the task, or that he has culpably neglected to perform
it. In either case, the only possible inference is that there
is no God.

Once upon a time the Rev. R. J. Campbell used the voca-
bulary of common sense, but he now talks like a medicine-
man— perhaps fortified by the possibility of a bishopric in
the future. Preaching on the “ Mons Angels,” he said he
could not dismiss the story as impossible, for since that time
the nation had been roused. Roused to laughter would have
been more correct.

A number of people have asked the question why the
Mons angels did not interfere in time to save the soldiers
who were killed? Mr. R. J. Campbell, who knows consider-
ably more about things in heaven than about anything on
earth, replies that the purpose of “ Divine intervention ” is
not to save lives, but to save souls. “ And no one could deny
that since then the soul of the nation had been roused.”
The worst of these preachers is that they make their own
people look such a poor lot. The “ soul ” of Belgium could
be roused without angelic intervention. So could that of
Italy, and of France, and of Russia. Poor old Britain alone
was so far gone that it needed an angelic vision to save her.
We do not say so, but that is the only inference we can
draw from Mr. Campbell’s apology.

“ Clergyman as Stoker ” was a headline in the press. It
suggests that he had gone to the place he so often preached of.

Sir Malcolm Morris says that “ indulgence in luxury was
constructive treason during war-time.” To avoid being shot
in the Tower of London, the dear bishops had better disband
their flunkeys and sell their motors.

The Salvation Army has been reporting very large
numbers of their men as being at the Front; but official
figures have just been given by Lord Newton, in response
to an application for the appointment of chaplains from that
organisation. Lord Newton says that there are not more
than 13,000 in the Army, so that the inflated figures supplied
to the public have now received correction. But one may
trust the S. A. not to be niggardly in the matter of figures
when it is advertising itself.

“In the trenches,” says the Daily New», “ where there is
religion at all the religion is one.” Where there is religion
at all! That is a very unkind way of putting it after the
Bishop of London and others depicting the soldiers as being
brimful of religion and crying our for more chaplains to be
appointed.

The Rev. Dr. Selbio says that the Christian Church only
touches the fringe of the population. So long as it is the
wealthy fringe, we do not think they will worry very much.

Mr. Harold Begbie is hurt that the Church Times should
charge him with “ unlimited credulity.” But the charge is
quite of his own fault. A really clever man who intended
“ working ” the Mons business would have put in a doubt
here and there, so as to lull the suspicions of the more
critical, and make even the credulous place more value
upon his support. But Mr. Begbie was in such a hurry
that he overdid it. He swallowed everything, and seemed
ready to bolt any more that happened to be forthcoming.
And that was really not wise. Such amazing credulity
as that professed by Mr. Begbie would have made even
a Hottentot a little suspicious.

The puff preliminary of a new book, entitled The Man,
Jesus, states that Christ was “ the most extraordinary figure
in history." Remembering that he was three persons rolled
in one, this is not astonishing.

Those universal providers, the Young Men’s Christian
Association, are now supplying " threepenny baths ” for
soldiers. In former days they professed to wash men in
the “ blood of the Lamb” without money and without price.

Writing on the need of soldiers, a correspondent of the
Daily Mail says, “ We have six-feet curates handing round
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afternoon tea in drawing-rooms.” And he might have aw
thousands of “ soldiers ” in the Church and Salvation An®
who only fight the Kaiser with their mouths.

It appears that Christians, after all, are the real “ID ,
lectnals.” The Rev. F. W. Andrews says that their “ ul83
perplexities are many.” Just so! The dogma of the *d
ought to give an elephant a hoadache— and there are o
“ perplexities.”

The clergy seem to be divided in opinion as to whether th,
present War is favorable to the Christian snperstitio »
otherwise. Many profess satisfaction, but the Rev-
Andrews, speaking recently at Southend-on-Sea, said
had been no revival of religion in this country.” *er 9
the man in the street recollects that Christians proie
worship the Prince of Peace.

The Daily Chronicle quotes from a German rolig>°as ot°
to the effect that—

“ the War is in consonance with the plans of Div'R® g
dence, and points out that the Almighty, in permi ~
long duration, is simply following a definite an ~
ordained scheme. War is the scourge of God, an ~
time to time he wields this scourge for the beneu
creatures. He purges them with death and fa®l ° jjin
continues this salutary process until they return ~ D

repentant. For this reason war has been perml tjse

the Divine order of things from the beginning O

and will continue until the end of time." _ il
This is only what a number of our preachers are is

Germans are under the delusion that religious stnpi ftef
all on their side of the North Sea, we can assure the
are mistaken. When it comes to that kind of thing

Britain can hold its own with the greatest of ease.

*

The rice-Christian is a familiar figure in the miss*(ﬂr)]ri&s
and the people who attend churches for the coals and ~NOF
at Christmas are not unknown nearer home. Some ™
the kind is happening in the Trenches. A French o .
a huge African soldier wearing religious medalls™ ~ 6
breast. “ Are you a Catholic ?” asked the
1Yes,” said the man, with a grin. “ More
coflee in the canteen.”

religion,

Bishop Gore says he can tolerate almost an)Ql?!?g—:ét,
easily "than the voices of those who make > jn God
reproach against God, or a reason for disbelieving qQf
We do not doubt it for a moment; for disbelieving”™ Qf
means also disbelieving in him. And that is a se
look indeed.

The most common question asked in the street,
club, and especially at the Front, is, “ How much
the War last?” says the Daily Mail, and professes ~ jo

a®

the question by saying, “ There is only one that ca {jjtc
day when the War will cease, and that is the Grea jee
of the universe.” Dear, Dear1 And he’s not o
phone 1
— idn
The Sunday Pictorial complains that tho”salafi®g" t®

Cabinet Ministers are fantastic ” in time of war»’

their continuance is & scamndak” £5,000 is ivg gv
figure: What-doees—ourcontemporary think of  tcbtis'
of the Archbishop of Canterbury, £15,000 ; **fin noO?

of York, £10,000 ; and the Bishop of London, £ '’

nvidooe®
Tho World-War is not the sole concern of Pln’r JrlP
recently a hurricane caused tho deaths °/.

Mississippi and Louisiana. There was consider [1iG)]
over a wide area. His loving kindness is over a
— a
. ., nC®®
The Dean of Durham, preaching at Nicolas A 5 n

E.C.,
present War, which hardly had a Christian 80

said there had been demands for rc”®,0ch J®
£b® *jik

vengeance, which was plainly anti-Christian”ppci® G
Dean has our sympathy. It must bo difficultto » -0®
lmaxims ” used by Christian soldiers and th

Christ.

Time works wonders. In Queen Victo _ a®
yellow-back novel aroused mixed feelings m ~ aeV .
the orthodox. Recently, several clergymen °~ 0 "B
unveiling of a memorial at Richmond to 18>
Braddon, the novelist, who wrote seventy sen ; pro

A text on the memorial
the souls of His saints.1
ip the next world ?

announces, “ The
Will there be Y
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To Correspondents.
D

“Sdent's Honorarium Fund, 1915.— Received from March 15 :
twicmaly acknowledged, £151 13s. 4d. Received since :—
Somewhere in France,” £1; P. Hertz, 2s. 6d.; G. B.
~ylor, £2; L. Gjemre (Newcastle-on-Tyne), £5; V. Caunter,
i1*8 «E. Parker, 2s. Gd.; T. W. Love, 5s; Sergeant of the
ntish Army and Wife, 10s. Gd. Per Miss Vance: Postman
j oo contribution), 2s. Gd.
»eDavies.—Very pleased to hear of the good results of Mr.
j ™on's lectures at Abertillery.

1 ®IRDING—We are not at all surprised that the soldier's
tic “roin which you quote, and written immediately after
6Battle of Mons, makes no mention of the angels. As a
atter of fact, none of them did. The vision was invented for
em—Paley’s work was never much more than a piece of
e’er special pleading. Butler's Analogy is a far more im-
MK Dt' and a more robust, production; but the controversy
which it deals is now out of date. Its value is now almost
nrely historical. His sermons on morals, on the other hand,
m Well repay careful reading, even to-day. You can, of
n atae>disregard the theological implications,
j, * Taylor, in enclosing cheque towards the President’s
J”~rium Fund, hopes that the Freethinkers of this country
a llbuck up,” and give the Freethinker the support it
j etVes. Our correspondent need not fear that there is any
Qim. ate question of the Freethinker ceasing to exist. It is a
eation of the whole of the party sharing a burden which has
c¢me more than usually heavy owing to causes with which
,,Boeryone is now acquainted.
mgt?*i\é\éhere in France.”—Best of luck, and thanks for good
Pg P . .
Hi’'- aiTH—In spite of all you say, we do not think that
a BInB the price of the Freethinker would be a wise step. At
Z ra*e>'t would cripple the usefulness of the paper.

he —We have not printed contents bills for the
~tm"™nker for some time. Hence your newsagent's inability
J, uget them.

Pio~?°-'IPSON— Certainly a penny is a better propagandist
the* ™an twopence, but it would mean a greater loss. And
le€aH|Oreased sa’e would n°t make up for the lower price—at
Rr some considerable time, and one would need a long
to stand the strain. We know what we are talking
mar ' Necause the Freethinker was sold for a penny for some
t69.8" and only sheer necessity led to a rise in price. For the
teal’ We agree w'th you that to gain new subscribers is a very
Cj, and valuable way of helping.
iean GE—There is no use in saying what postage will be
gi Ired to carry the Freethinker if the proposed postal
MIl gea Become law, as there is no certainty as to what they
Jg Be. But so soon as the regulations on the subject are
lor 288" you may tply uponour publishing full instructions
4  be benefit of subscribers.
~“r~leased to know that the Freethinker has been of so
8,p b®Ptoyou. Mr. Cohen will write you shortly.
'bthK ‘—Pleased to have the support of one who has taken
far,:,0 freethinker since its first issue. Mr. Foote is making as
Progress as one can reasonably expect, although we are
A recovery never seems rapid to those who have been
4t' U°rtunately, he is blessed with a fair share of patience,
iNjj*5'° udent’ who signs himself “ The Ark Angel,” says it
a bs-trous that angels rejected by Noah should be accepted
theGuS ~ ow wa hope that our readers will realise some of
1*~ M athat result from crass superstition.
6 p 8 Br the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to
tngtJ tr'Qgdon-street, London, E.O.

by ¢ $? ° TIiGKamust reaoh Gl Farringdon-street, London, E.C.,
8t P°at Tuesday, or they will not be inserted.

Pigg"°r literature should be sent to the Shop Manager of the

A0 eaa>61 Farringdon-street, London, E.C., and not to
will be forwarded direot from the publishing
*atea any P~t of the world, post free, at the following
-:—One year, 10s. 6d. ; half year, 5s. 3d. ; three
2a. 8d.
Personal.

™, — —
S e °w laognaintance * ever ~a™ chaplains was
p*°0 I met, or who met me, in Holloway

t°verQn kOy were not a very brilliant lot, but

i N aG*Nan snPPYy them. It was according
0 «-i I was there according to law. There was
~sti 'yfor me even as a show prisoner, whilst

Y80p them got far more than they could earn in
o IRoh or market. | will take, for instanoe, the
th@a” a’n; stout and ungracious, who greeted me

> pQ®&Olesia8tical side, where he weloomed me,
j  1@?0°bt wished me to the Devil. He had a
% iQa voioe, and bawled at me in tones derived
hime Praotioe. | did not bawl baok, but regar-
Nith a satirical smile that most have been
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exasperating. He could get no ill-temper out of me,
and | could get no good temper out of him. He told
me | was sure to go to hell, and | told him that |
would as soon meet him there as here. The new
prisoners, who first heard him roar from his point of
vantage in the gallery pulpit, were nearly startled to
death, but they recovered in time for he was per-
fectly harmless, except when he could work a Church
of England prisoner into some little post that was
otherwise being reserved for a Presbyterian, or some-
thing of that kind. His salary was something like a
pound a day, with coals and gas free, in a rent-free
mansion, a fellow to the governor’s, frowning at the
front gate. He was very familiar with “ the Lord,”
and did his best to familiarise his hearers with that
mysterious personage. This he never did in whispers.
He always bawled. He bawled when he gave the
lesson out; he bawled when he preached; he bawled
when he left off and pronounced the benediction. He
bawled himself into chronic sore throat. He bawled
himself into double pneumonia; and, at last, he bawled
himself out of this world altogether. Few of us
would like his practice, but | think we should all like
his income. Perhaps | shall reaoh it some day.

Some time before his death a new chaplain was
introduced. He was acting as locum-tenens during
the absence of the regular chaplain, who.was away
nursing one of his sore throats, which he begged us
to ask God not to make too much of a punishment to
him. He knew it was all for his good, and that was
why he asked them to join in prayer for his recovery,
not only from his sore throat, but also from wicked-
ness and sin which afflicted them all. We could join
him in the prayers but not in the holiday. (That is
my remark, not his.) The poor locum-tenens was
left in my cell to complete his own introduction. |
pitied the poor man. He had heard of me. He was
naturally timid. | suppose he dreaded some blas-
phemous attack on God, and some worse attaok on
him. Being allowed some books by that time, | had
Flaubert's Salammbo (a magnificent book in the
original). By a not unnatural mistake he took the
book in his hand, and with a bland, innocent faoe he
said, “ Italian?” | hadn’'t the heart to contradict him,
so | let it go at that. He looked pleased, though I
don’'t know what it was about. | don’t suppose his
salary was much. It is not often the fate of a
locum-tenens to build up colossal fortunes. | only
need to mention one other substitute for the grand
original of Hclloway Prison. He was an old gentle-
man with a bald head and a staring faoe, calculated
to frighten anyone outside a church. He shortened
the Sunday morning service apparently to leave
plenty of time for the sermon, which | thought would
never end, until nature oame to our relief by fairly
breaking him down. The fun of his oase was that
when he began his sermon it wub in this way, at the
top of his voice: “ When the philosopher observes
zoophyte formations on the tops of mountains”
—the prisoners’ eyes started out of their heads.
What would he say next ? To most of them it was
Dutch already. However, it ended, and some of the
audience enjoyed it and wished to hear “ the old boy”
again. * g %

I haven't had much opportunity of traffic with
chaplains since | told Canon Horsley, in a Humani-
tarian League Meeting at St. Martin’s Town Hall,
that he knew nothing about prison life. He replied
that he had been a prison chaplain for ever so many
years. | answered that was nothing to the point.
He lived on the wrong side of the prison-door. He
saw, so to speak, from outside. | had seen it inside.
I had lived it. The reverend gentleman seemed a
good deal annoyed, but the audience loudly agreed
with me. ok *

But | must come baok to what | wanted to say.
There has been a disoussion in somo of the news-
papers about Army ohaplains, and there seems to
be a pauoity of these gentlemen, whioh 1 should
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never have expected. According to the Church Times,
“ large bodies of troops” have been spiritually at-
tended to by “ young gentlemen who are incompetent
to manage a boys’ Bible-class.” This a frank con-
fession. | should be sorry to dispute it; but it nearly
breaks the heart of Commissioner D. C. Lamb, of the
Salvation Army. He suggests a remedy for this lack
of Army chaplains by proposing that, in place of these
incompetent men of God, “ General Booth could fur-
nish some hundreds of young women.” | should
imagine that this ohange would be much appreciated,
but it is a ticklish subject for a Freethinker to dis-
cuss, however it may please the taste of Commissioner

Lamb- G. W. Foote.

Sugar Plums.

The Glasgow Secularists commenced their winter work on
Sunday last in the most gratifying way. Mr. Cohen had two
fine audiences— afternoon and evening, and his lectures were
followed with close interest and appreciation. The meetings
were in the nature of an experiment, as the Committee of
the Glasgow Society appear to have been in some doubt as
to whether the distraction of the War would not seriously
interfere with Freethought propaganda. Fortunately, this
was not the case; the work will now be carried on, we
hope, with the old-time vigor.

For ourselves we are not in the least surprised at the
result of the Glasgow meetings. The War has undoubtedly
introduced a more serious note into the mental life of the
country, and this cannot but make for our benefit. We hope
that other Branches and Societies in the country will take
advantage of this note while they may. There have been
many difficulties in the way of conducting Freethought
propaganda since the War commenced, but want of audi-
ences is not among them. In fact, wherever meetings
have been held, whether indoors or outdoors, improved
audiences have been almost invariably reported.

We have several times referred to the injustice inflicted
on Freethinkers in the Army and Navy through compulsory
attendance at religious service. We are the more pleased to
record the experience of another correspondent who informs
us that he put in a written application to the Commanding
Officer to be excused from religious service, and it was
granted. This is good news, but on the other hand, we
have had many letters from soldiers and sailors who have
applied, and who have had their applications refused. The
fault lies in the fact that by the Army Regulations no soldier
can claim exemption. Our correspondent appears to have
been dealing with an officer who was free from religious
bigotry. Others, and the majority, are not so fortunate.
What is needed is a complete revision of the regulations
in this direction.

Whenever a new religion springs up—and that is a by no
means infrequent occurrence— the advocates of the old one
immediately raise the cry that the real object of the new
creed is money. We do not say they are always wrong—
although we believe they often are; but such acuteness
makes ns a little suspicious. It looks as though the key to
the purpose of the new-comer is realised through a know-
ledge of their own purpose in life. After all, it is the rogue
who is most ready to suspect others of roguery.

Of course, cash does explain a great deal of the world’s
religious activity. Priests, from the savage medicine-man
onward, have a notoriously keen eye for their own interest;
and taking them on the whole, they are the best off of all
classes. If they are not so wealthy as some in other walks
of life, they have none of their anxieties and sense of in-
security. And when one reads of the poverty of the clergy,
this mainly results from their difficulty of “ keeping np a
position ” suitable to their order— as though it was part of
the order of Nature that the “ superiority ” of the clergy
should have a tangible existence bofore the eyes of other

people. Look, again, at the fight of the clergy over endow-
ments. Nearly all the trouble over the Welsh Church Bill
is due to its attacking the wealth of the Church. Nearly

everything else is a mere cover for this. Money does not
create a religion, but it is indisputable .1 at money often keeps
it going. Poor religions— that is, those that never acquire
wealth—have a curious habit of disappearing; while in
defence of wealthy ones there are always pleuty who will
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fight to the last ditch, and will demand compensation when
they are forced to vacate that.

Suppose Freethought possessed a mere fraction of
wealth at the service of religion? Of course, this won
not make it, in itself, more valuable; but what a differe |
appearance it would take on in the eyes of the wor
Many of those who will not look at it now, or look at it oni
to sneer, would discover that it was at least “ respects"o
enough to deserve considerate examination. The
class of Christian advocates confess this much by
taunts that Freethought possesses no elaborate buildings »
large institutions. The better placed advocates eonfe3",,
by their looking on Freethought as vulgar, or “ bad fo*
And the essence of both charges is that Freethongb
financially poor. Freethought to-day does not lack in
lectual justification ; what it lacks in the eyes of tbs w
is a social position, and in Christian countries social pos' "
is very largely dependent upon money. Have that, and
pious world will forgive almost anything. Be -withcia _1
and Christian piety sees in it a sure evidence of unwof
ness.

One never knows what may happen. A correspdJ»’.
writes— we presume he is a new acquaintance of tlio ,
thinker— that he found a copy of this paper in a Live * ,,
to Leeds express, “and mach enjoyed reading the s ~
From his taking the trouble to write us, we may f
that this stray copy has secured us at least one new r
Perhaps others of our readers who do not file their ~ #
will follow the example of the one who left thi3 cOP/fijt
railway carriage. As we said before, one never ku°'"® f0,
may happen, and our difficulty is to get the paper a
We are pretty sure of keeping readers once we get the

It is surprising that Christians do not reooguj8®
much of their comments upon current affairs go to to
indictment of Christianity and Christian influence.
for instance, is the editor of that pious publicatio
Hibbert Journal, who says :— Nicb

“ Consider only one among the multitude of caUSC™roJj!
produced the present crisis—I mean the enormous du
of deliberate lying which went on in certain places a Y9
low. Had not the liars done their deadly work  oea®
would never have taken place; and, even now, wo jgfSaS
automatically if all the newspapers, orators, P j.Uope
statesmen, Kaisers, and other users of language jn ~ t°
were to speak the truth consistently for a week °W{\
brief an exercise of veracity is no extravagant ﬂﬂ
make of a group of civilised nations which for many eVOprS
have been pursuing moral excellence, or at lea3t Qte®
morally, under the guidance of Christian teacher Jn
philosophers, and Gothic metaphysicians. Ala3".i{3ged
not the faintest chance that the demand will bo sa race
sad comment on the moral attainments of the bum

Wholesale lying, with “ not the faintest chance “lack
improving. We do not think the outlook is quite 1
as Professor Jacks would have us believe. |
commont on the ethical value of Christian influeb®

“ Use*
We hope that Professor Jacks includes— under , U Ote
language "— the_clerical fraternifys for they stan gl ajf
need of the advice than any other class. m®r ~»
other class in Europe, they have set the e x a m p f

lor the greater gISTY Of God,” anfd tHafe 19 ShdH v [E0sh

H

tho unveracity habitually associated with religi°’nS tO[d w
have infected all walks of life. If only the clergy io"®,
nth about their own religion, it would be enoug
a revolution of far-reaching importance and
But we can say of this, as Professor Jacks says o *
and kings : “ Alas 1 there is not the faintest chan
demand will be satisfied.”
----- ® 't
The following, from the Financial News, s/v*
first-rate specimen of British Christianity. [jcable til

dates from the eighteenth century, it is quite apP™ ~Otlec
day. It is the prayer of an investor, compiled by
religious man for his own use :—

"O Lord, Thou knowest | have nine houses in ™ € jj

n

London aud likewise that | have lately pure*“» j Jjie3e<
in fee simple in the County of Essex. k°nnd 3In
Thee to preserve the two counties of Essex o
from fires and earthquakes : and as | have K
Hertfordshire, | beg Thee likewise to have NCY
passion on that county....... O Lord, en?kotorS

answer all their hills, and make all my de b0 1
Lord, keep our Funds from sinking: and, if » ity

let there be no sinking fund. Amen.”
We need only add that tho Financial

genuineness.

News 8
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The Ethics of St. Paul.

g °otnmon for Christian apologists, when hard
L'8din defending the historical character of the
& of their creed, to fall baok on the assertion
‘ -whatever may be its historical basis, at any rate
hios of Christianity are loftier than those of
'dl 6rroiisi’°n or system that has appeared in the
d am ~hat consequently, in order to preserve
&?er 08 from disintegration, the dogmas of
; dljy Bhould at least be respected, if not accepted,
;-jllghtened people. It is the object of the present
~ by examining Christianity at its fountain-
tide ~emons'irafie the rottenness of the ethics
il presupposes, and therefore the untenability
J 9Position.
kit yea”er Par™ °f the dogmas of orthodox Chris-
My ftre derived directly from the writings of
ji("ar this writer may he correctly regarded as
@l founder of Christianity. To understand
't is only necessary to bear in mind that few of
Characteristic doctrines of Christianity—oer
i 7not, for example, the dootrine of the divinity
3 &aChrist, or the doctrine of the plan of salva-
b 390t forth by Paul—can be found in the strata
d 9 New Testament, which are of Jewish-Christian
NAN Gospel of Mark, for instance, the Epistle
yoth8an” ~0°k Revelation, exhibit hardly
ok «fOatures than those which are common to
uo 'anity and to Mohammedanism. This, taken
faction with Paul's emphatio assertion that
"t Ive”™ his doctrines not “ from man,” but from
Nk " personal to himself, fully justifies us
\]. InSon him as the actual, historical founder of
@ ;e know as Christianity.
iy ae actual genesis of St. Paul's opinions we
nv what we can glean from his own accounts ;
'nnst not take the story of his miraculous and
Sin Otms oonversion, given in the Acts, as
# any high degree of authority. We under-
Sbi 7>aii's own statements that he was a
Sia°°~ed MOW an”™ was educated as a strict
Se 6.*e>be was brought up to believe in the
vV oorin bhe Jewish law, as set forth in the
BtaQb» and in the coming advent of the Messiah,
8a arreotion of the dead, the last judgment, and
St t°itionment of everlasting happiness or tor-
tvwwf ab men, according to their observance or
Hu S °f the standard of ethics laid down in the
}Higlaw.
N lest sreason to believe that Paul’s revolt against
g'Jlanaed article of the Pharisaio creed (for he
jS snsj86™ to aloept the rest) was gradnal rather
[ha ,rO0a (as commonly reported). His aooount
Hptet - Oa”ies in the Epistle to the Romans,
suggests that ha had never been really
~Nith the Judaism in which ho had been
Japm’, While fully accepting the divine origin of
S w,.Sa and the dootrine of future rewards
ofosataents, he was troubled with the difficulty
Bty J bow anyone oould esoape from future
the esoape was conditional on the immao-
tre p rvanee of the multifarious oommands given
entateuch. In his own words, “ the com-
ienfk ~bich was unto life, this | found to be
,Ch...... For that whioh | do | know not; for
1 Would, that do | practise ; but what I
v l88fi_  do....... O wretohed man that | am ! who
JA d |iVer ose out of the body of this death ?
tjbg aafar too deeply sunk in the superstitions
\% Gan”™ ago bo escape from his trouble by
Ns Q °f Freethought. If he had said, in the
MHatjQ™Mar Khayyam, to the God of his

wbo man of baser earth didst make,
cO( with Eden, didst devise the snake,
labla,u 6 sin>wherewith the face of man
*bad ac'lened, man’s forgiveness give—and take !”
b,V rfuedd to believe longer in such a divine
i ® ,L ,> ald have found the corroot answer to
H je "dos. But, though it is just conceivable
°f the first century might have hit on
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the solution which seems so obvious to us, it is
doubtless unfair to blame Paul for not having been
so fortunate.

He was therefore, as he thought, faced with the
problem of how to compass his personal salvation in
the world to come ; in other words, how successfully
to run the gauntlet of a jealous and revengeful
Yahweh. There were in that day many existing
cults whioh professed by various “ mysteries,” or
secret ceremonies and purifications, to free the
initiated from guilt and secure their eternal happi-
ness, But these were all of heathen origin, and no
good Jew would have dared to have anything to do
with them. What Paul wanted, then, was a
“ mystery ” which could offer to him and his fellow-
Jews the salvation, apart from the law, whioh, as he
considered, the heathen “ mysteries ” offered fraudu-
lently to others.

When Paul first came across the followers of Jesus
the Nazarene, they appeared to him, as to other
Pharisees, to be an obnoxious sect of heretios and
enemies of society, and he joined in the attempt
to exterminate them by force. It appears later to
have Btruok him, in the course of his broodings,
that the story of the resurrection of Jesus might
form the basis of the “ mystery” religion for which
he was seeking. He claims himself to have been
started, or confirmed, in this oonviotion by a vision
of the “risen” Jesus himBelf; and it is perfectly
possible that his mind, unstrung to some degree
by the morbid fears and imaginings above described,
actually gave rise to such a vision—whether under
an attack of sunstroke on the road to Damascus,
or in an epileptic fit, or otherwise, is immaterial,
as well as uncertain. Be this as it may, it is
significant that, when struck by his new idea, Paul
made no attempt whatever to get into touch with
the Nazarene community, or to see how his concep-
tion aocoorded with theirs. He tells us that “ when
it was the good pleasure of God....... to reveal his Son
in me, that I might preach him among the Gentiles,
immediately | conferred not with flesh and blood:
neither went | up to Jerusalem to them whioh were
apostles before me: but | went away into Arabia.”
Clearly, the doctrine that resulted from these medi-
tations had, if nothing else, the distinction of being
the exclusive and patented product of the brain of
Paul himself.

Without entering on the task of describing the
spread of Paul’'s new doctrine in Syria, Asia Minor,
and Greece, and the struggle between it and the
primitive Nazarene doctrine of the twelve apostles,
whioh ooonpied the next twenty years or thereabouts,
we will proceed to examine the substanoe of this
teaching, as set forth especially in Paul's Epistle
to the Romans. This epistle is a comprehensive
summary of his dootrine, written about twenty years
after his conversion, and may not, of course, exaotly
represent what he taught at the beginning of that
period. We have, however, no earlier summary of
his principles to go upon, and must take the Epistle
to the Romans as the best extant statement of what
we may oall “ Paulinism,” or so-called Bible Chris-
tianity, as it has come down to the orthodox Pro-
testant Churches of to-day. (The Catholio Church
diluted this oreed with so many concessions to
popular, and even pagan, tendencies of succeeding
periods, that it requires oriticism on other lines,
though nearly all that can be said against Paulinism
can also be said against Catholicism.)

Paul opens his epistle by a tirade against pagan
society, whioh was probably common ground to him
and to his former friends, the Pharisees. In it he
announces the “ wrath of God ” against the existing
world on account of its vices and shortcomings, bat
principally beoause of idolatry, whioh he regards as
the oause of all the rest. He has evidently no notion
of the grotesque unfairness of denouncing the wrath
of God against men simply for following the form of
worship that seemed natural to them. He makes the
absurd suggestion that they oould have avoided it if
they had chosen :(—

“For the invisible things of him [God] sinoo tho
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creation of the world are clearly seen, being perceived
through the things that are made, even his everlasting
power and divinity ; that they may be without excuse:
because that, knowing God, they glorified him not as
God, neither gave thanks; but became vain in their
reasonings, and their senseless heart was darkened.
Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools,
and changed the glory of the incorruptible God for
the likeness of an image of corruptible man, and of
birds, and four-fboted beasts, and creeping things.”

It is obvious to-day that so far from “ the invisible
things of God” being “clearly seen through the
things that are made,” the cruelty and waste of
nature are the greatest imaginable obstacles to any
rational belief in God. There is, in fact, no evidence
of divine providence in nature, and there was no
more of it in the days of paganism than there is
now. Consequently, Paul was talking immoral non-
sense when he treated the failure of pagans to
perceive the truth of Monotheism as if it were a
damnable crime.

The rest of the first chapter is simply an endeavor
to represent the vices and crimes which prevailed in
sections of pagan society (and which still prevail to-
day, in spite of the pretensions of Christianity) as if
they were the result of Polytheism. Paul has not a
word for the virtues of philosophers like Socrates, or
of statesmen like Pericles and Julius Cesar. He
sees only the dirty side of the picture, and proceeds
unfairly to impute the blemishes he describes to all
pagans. On this foundation of libellous abuse, he
builds the contention (chapter ii. 1-16) that the
entire pagan world is doomed to destruction in “ the
day of wrath,” when “ wrath and indignation, tribu-
lation and anguish,” will overtake all who have
infringed the moral law. The absurdity of a pre-
sumably omnipotent God venting his spite in this
way on beings who have only acted according to the
nature he implanted in them does not occur to Paul.
His God is an “ old gentleman of uncertain temper,”
as Mr. H. G. Wells has it, constructed out of the
savage and immoral mythology which Paul had been
brought up to believe in as the divine “ law.”

The next section of the epistle, in which Paul
contends that the Jews, by failing to observe their
own law, had incurred the same condemnation as the
pagans, need not detain us (chapters ii. 17—iii. 20).
We pass on to the piéce de résistance of his theology—
the chapters in which he sets forth belief in Jesus
Christ as the one means of esoape from damnation
for both Jew and Gentile. According to Paul, God,
after comprehensively condemning all the human
race to hell-fire for the reasons above-mentioned, was
graciously pleased, in Paul's own time, to offer a free
pardon, so to speak, to anyone who would believe in
Jesus as the Messiah, and in his resurrection from
the dead. This is the famous dogma of “ justification
by faith ”—which might be more aptly described as
spiritual blackmail. Paul affects to prove his doc-
trine by a whole chapter of pettifogging nonsense
derived from the story of Abraham, which, as
Abraham is now known to have been an entirely
legendary individual, is not worth the attention of
reasonable men, except as illustrating the utter im-
possibility of ascribing any authority to the New
Testament when once the OIld is discredited.
Apart from this, the whole doctrine of vicarious jus-
tification is so utterly immoral and degrading that it
should be regarded as carrying an irreparable stigma
on the mental condition of the man who believes
it.

Let us see some of the depths to which this ex-
Pharisee carries his abject and servile superstition.
According to him, “ through one man sin entered
into the world, and death through sin.” That is, of
course, our poor old friend Adam. Paul—and not
only Paul, but all orthodox Christians after him down
to the middle of the nineteenth century, and many
even later—believed that because Adam and Eve ate
the forbidden fruit, the delightful God Yahweh con-
demned all his posterity, not only to die, but to
suffer everlasting tortures. A? the “ first Adam” by
his petty offence incurred aamnation for all his
descendants, so Paul holds tha the “ second Adam,"
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i.e., Jesus Christ, by dying on the cross,
pardon from God—not for all men, but for_tb0”
paratively few who would believe in him,
content with imputing to his God suoh a °aPiC:
and atrocious ordinance, Paul even tries to maD
that it is liberal and generous. He says, in av '
whioh is continually in the mouths of oanting e .
gelists, “ The wages of sin is death ; but the Jnf4n
of God is eternal life in Jesus Christ our Lor;
other words, when we are punished by God, i“B
what we deserve; but when we are rewarae ,
ought to be grateful. Paul does not see the jr° Ly
ascribing generosity to a God who has a™l jte
punished many for the offence of one, simply 0
strength of his having later determined to reff
smaller number for the merits of another.
whole Pauline “ plan of salvation ” there is B> »
worthy of the name of morality to be disocrne ,
simply the caprices of an imaginary Oriental ~
of the stamp of Xerxes or Timur. Small w°niy L in
the record of the representatives of this theo
their day of power, teems with burnings for

and witohcraft, rankings, disembowelling& , d
sacres of all sexes and ages, and every a

cruelty, corruption, and knavery. , i
The culminating atrocity of this creed is 1 (ID
when Paul adds—as logically he was, indee > ~

pelled to add—that God foreknew and i°re° 10" (®
from all eternity the salvation of some, aO0ijj.
damnation of the rest. Some imagine that
human dootrine of “ predestination” was the ™5
tion of Calvin. It was nothing of the sor =~
set down, in unequivocal language, in the Tty
the Romans; and those who acoept Paul'san
whether Catholics or Protestants, are logioa ; af®y
mitted to it. All that Calvin did was to Or ps
the qualifications and concessions to cO/D" tijpere’
judice with whioh the Middle Ages had

the doctrine, and to proolaim it in IC
hideousness. This is what Paul says .(— jijirf
“Wo know that to them that love ® aw

work together for good, even to them that r&§»

according to his purpose. For whom he *  dH
also ¥oreordained to be contorméH to tl?% Hhe8

Son, that he might be the firstborn -

brethren: and whom he foreordained, tbe rm

called: and whom he called, those be 8 8%loti

and whom he justified, them he »1® O

(Romans viii. 28-30). v 4
“ What shall we say then ? Is there unrk, sib*f(

WNithy Cod T ol fofibid.  EFok R aaith to J

have mercy on whom | have mercy, and

compassion. So then |t is not of him that' - p

of him that F-L]-ﬁh-é%ﬁ it of Bbd thdtthath epiTir

the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, For this very£

did | raise thee up, that I might show in

power, and that my name might be publish6* jjen’
all the earth. So then he hath mercy on wh® .
and whom he will he hardeneth. »{ilINt

“ Thou wilt say then unto me, Why doth h® ©bXx

fault ? For who withstandeth his will ? SK
man, who art thou that repliest against
the thing formed say to him that formed sif.

thou mako mo thus? Or hath not the P«*®
over the clay, from the same lump to make

vessel unto honor, and another unto dishonor ~ a
if God, willing to show his wrath, and to ~
power known, endured with much longs«“0l j,0

of wrath fitted unto destruction : and tb»l "~ I
make known the riches of his glory np°n efeK:
mercy, which he aforo prepared unto glo" '’ jjat'
whom he also called, not from the Jews oBV'

from the Gentiles ?” (Romans ix. 14-24).

Can anything be more revolting n
tion of divine justice? or oan anyO‘ JjjMj
despicable than the servility of intelle*?
present such a conception as morally ~ mW |
The sophism about the potter and the P tjje ¢ M
Obviously the right of the potter ove ™ ny
unlimited, beoause clay has no feeling8 Qfiyitfr
were endowed with flesh, blood, afl » ~o# ™’
could feel pleasure and pain, obviously “oa 81
a right to say to the potter, “ Why “ifl .y
me thus?” How far above this 0
craven superstition is the noble £r°
Khayyam.

Qct
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2.]|Q1 to be Atheism.

j

.brotal

EHE

" Listen again. One Evening at the Close
Of Ramazan, ere the better moon arose,

In that old Potter’s Shop | stood alone,

With the Clay Population round in Rows.

And, strange to tell, among that Earthern Lot
Some could articulate, while others not:

And suddenly one more impatient cried—
1who is the Potter, pray, and who the Pot ?'

Then said another—* Surely not in vain

FREETHINKER

My Substance from the common Earth was ta’en,

That He who subtly wrought me into Shape

Should stamp me back to common Earth again.’

Another said—*‘ Why, ne’er a peevish Boy

Would break the Bowl from which he drank in Joy ;

Shall He that made the Vessel in pure Love
And Fancy, in an after Rage destroy !’

None answer’d this ; but after Silence spake
A vessel of a more ungainly make :

* They sneer at mefor leaning all awry;
What!

doth he still find fault? For who with-
I fhhis will ?”  The question occurred to both
and Omar. Both seem to have seen that it

did the Hand then of the Potter shake ?" ”

linot be answered logically on a basis of Theism,

insolence of his

“nereas Paul attempted to turn it aside with
“Who art thou that

against God ?” Omar, a true philosopher and

? Rabbinical speoial pleader,

saw the only

*nMRpQ sense will conclude from this examination
If R were true that Paul’'s conversion could
®accounted for by a miracle, it was a miracle

worth the trouble of performing.

If the

- °f divine grace resulted in the production
8p aatheology as that found in the Epistle to
°®ans, so much the worse for divine grace.

Robert Arch.

{To be concluded.)

The House of Mystery.

Without—

Truth locked out.
Within—

Lies and hidden sin.
Rigid timbered forms
Seating,

Crouching human forms
Bleating;

Dismally praying

To the Unknown;
Tamely obeying

The holy gown ;

Symbol of hypocrisy,
Friend of autocracy,

And the effeminate lace
Of the deadly, placid face
Of the priestocracy.
High-sounding platitudes
To the blinded,

Braying multitudes;
Shackle-minded

Are here droned

Out; detoned
Monotonously ;
Hypnotisingly,

la the House of Mystery.
The air,

That life of the heathful,
Sweet-smelling,

Dare

Not enter the mournful,
Holy dwelling;

To where

Love has vanished.

Nay ; love is banished
With the air.
And the life-light,
The sun’s radiance, cannot peer
Through the colored, angelic windows,
Where super-ignorance mows
The fruit of the blight
That come from the harvest of foar.
Dight and air
Are where
Love and life and freshness are free,
And know the gloom

f the holy room

a the House of Mystery.

C. B W.

The Soliloquy of the Rev. Binks.

The Rev. Binks was opening a parcel in his study. Care-
fully he folded the brown paper (“ always useful, dear
friend!”) and deftly rolled up the string. On the desk
was a box of biscuits. 1L This is really most satisfactory,”
he murmured, “ the ordinary bread is really of no utility at
all, and simply cannot be sacramental. Unleavened bread is
needful and, really, ordinary bread deprived of yeast is most
unpalatable, even when aerated.” Almost reverently he
undid the flaps of the carton box, disclosing six virginal
rows of thin wafers, each row wrapped in thin tissue paper.
“ These wafers,” he continued, “ are guaranteed absolutely
free from yeast. Unfortunately, they are made for Jews
of the strict type; but, providentially, are known as Passover
biscuits. St. Paul bade us do all things decently and in
order, not like they do it at St. Judes,” he added almost
fiercely, his usually benevolent, round face suddenly darken-
ing. He hardly thought at the moment that his last remark
was an interpolation. With due solemnity he opened one of
the packets and drew forth a wafer. He was pleased with
it. It was all it should be. He even went so far as to nibble
a bit. “ Plain, crisp, and in no way interesting,” he thought;
“ most satisfactory, no more ordinary bread for me.” He
conjured up the vision of the congregation, pleased with
the innovation ; even the people’'s warden raising no objec-
tion, when suddenly his eye fell on the other side of the
wafer, on which were imprinted two letters, P and H.

“P and H,” he almost groaned, “ how unfortunate! It
would not matter so much were it only Jacob. After
all, he was a Biblical character, but........ Even P alone would

pass, P is a symbolical letter, but H! Could I explain that
it meant Purgatory and Hell ? No; hardly. The congre-
gation swallow a great deal, even those knobs of bread,
but........ They know those initials too well, and those who
are wavering might think it strange that the Blessed
Presence Bhould be stamped in such a way. Even I myself
feel that in such circumstances the great mystery might
conceivably........ Get thee behind me, Satan!........ Surely there
is some way out of such a difficulty.”

The troubled cleric rummaged in his pocket and dis-
covered an unhappy-looking pocket-knife. After picking off
the lozenges that adhered to it, he opened the big blade,
the smaller, alas! having been broken long since. Seating
himself, he wiped the dirt off the blade on to the blotting-
pad and began ------

Two hours later a weary but happy man went up to bed
and slept the sleep of one who has done his duty, for thirty
of those sixty wafers lay deprived of those horrid initials.
He had operated skilfully and well, and would scrape the
others to-morrow. PR

Correspondence.

MR. W. W. STRICKLAND AND SOCIALISM.
TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir,— War is not a gentle thing, and need not be too gently
damned by all humane and thinking men. | fully endorse
the fierce and burning logic of your contributor on the question
of this War. But when he says, “ The Socialists, with their
usual stupid incoherency, have discovered the panacea. It
is the nation armed,” etc., | am inclined to differ with such
sledge-hammer sentiment. Who are the Socialists ? Is
Socialism comprehended in and by Messrs. Blatchford and
Thomson and kidney ? Are there no others ? And are all
guilty of “ stupid incoherency ” ? Our B.A. knows they
are not. In the majority of Socialists | have known the
white heat of passion for pacifism and progress has burned
clear and strong and constant. Their methods may have
been, and may be still, immature; but the mind must
find its way through many avenues, however devious and
obscure. There is no royal road—save perhaps through
Trin. Coll.,, Cam. | do not ask you, Sir, to defend Socialism.
It is off your beat. 1 only ask for it “ utter and exact
justice.” Only ? 1 am a member of a Socialist Club in
an obscure neighborhood. | am not a full-blown Socialist.
Half a loaf is better than no bread, and the half-way house
is better than the stagnant hell of everlasting piety. We
have Sunday meetings—and are not the clergy pleased!
We have already stirred our bucolic neighborhood to its
poisonous depths. The “ patriots ” and the pious are thirst-
ing for our blood. We have only spoken of the moral and
economic aspects of the War; but stupid, indignant, in-
genious, yes, and ingenuous patrio-piety has twisted our
words into meaning a menace to the State. At this moment
the controversy is raging. The “ stupid incohorency ” lies
not with the Socialist alone— who is in most cases also, and
believed by the enemy to be, an Atheist.

A. Millar.
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8 Principles and Chjeds.

Ndusisjj; teaches that conduct should be bas on reason
ia knowledge. It knows nothing oi divine guidance or
‘erference ; it excludes supernatural hopes and fears; it
M s happiness os man’s proper aim, and utility as his
“oral guide.

Secularism affirms that Progress is only possible through
let L which is at once a right and a duty; and therefore
dsto remove every barrier to tho fullest equal freedom of
“ught, action, and speech.
3 ecnlarism deolares that theology is condemned by reason
( ~ “ stitious, and by experience as mischievous, and
asit as the historic enemy of Progress,

ooularism accordingly seeks to dispel superstition;
Poad education ; to disestablish religion; to rationalise
H ? 1 to promote peace; to dignify labor; to extend

well-being ; and to realise the self-government of

to

Membership.
Inin  Pers°n *s eligible as a member
1JWmS declaration :—
Hed des're to join the National Secular Society, and 1

i . 8®.myself, if admitted as a member, to co-operate in
Noting ita objects."

on signing the

Addrm.
Occupation « ammd ™
Bated thin.,,.,,.,,.,day of .,...ninininenen.n190

»iD™* declaration should be transmitted to the Secretary
g asubscription.
" "Beyond a minimum of Two Shillings per year, every
. enber is left to fix his own subscription according to
8kieana and interest in the cause

T Immediate Practical Objects.
? D™hdmation Oj Bequests to Secular or other Free-
iietefd ®oc'eGos, for the maintenance and propagation of
,°00x opinions on matters of religion, on the same
as apply to Christian or Theistie churches or

N 'cnﬁboi'; of the Blasphemy Laws, in order that
0 . na.tl%] canvassed as freely as other subjects, with-

85!@\545&%%%%% Otlaqug r}Sisendowment of the State

_Th aS” England, Scotland, and Wales. . .
i5 g Abolition of all jReligious Teaching and Bible Reading
* él*®°ls, or other educational establishments supported

ii]/J3°Pening of all endowed educational institutions to the
®Paad youth of all olasses alike.
?lsaa("brogation of all laws interfering with the free use
for the purpose of culture and recreation ; and the
of State and Municipal Museums, Libraries,
Galleries.
0i Marriage Laws, especially to secure
for husband rud wife, and a reasonable liberty
] ™
’-f-!the Fll%a%sgtiorchf the legal status of men and women, so
The pii8Dts may be independent of sexual distinctions.
TaQj / c°taction of ohildren from all forms cf violence, and
Piew 6 greed of those who would make a profit out of their

‘NH io

(o I))\oloiti'on 0j aji hereditary distinctions and privileges,
0 spirit antagonistic to justice and human
~O'kood,

Sbs!??1?276“16'4 by ah just and wise means of the eon
? tWh 3aily Lfe for the masses of the people, especially
« 8 and cities, where insanitary and Incommodious
and *be want of open spaces, cause physical
. ihe p8aad disease, and the deterioration of family life.
Sit {'potion of the right and duty of Labor to organise
catutOv ta moral and economical advancement, and of its
. ihe v/ a? Protection in such combinations.
nstitution of the idea of Reform for that of Punish-
es* be* i treatment of criminals, so that gaols may no
ﬂgrm acea of brutalisation, or even of mere detention,
e ** physical, intellectual, and moral elevation for
tm gx° are afflicted with anti-social tendencies.
hmlQnaion of the moral law to animals, so as to Beeure
e p ane treatment and legal protection against oruelty.
o f»* O» °* Peaoe between nations, and the Bubsii-
'wa™ ,Arbitration for War in the settlement of inter-
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