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Rethought, Religion, and Death.
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> Bier wag pioked up after lying for nearly
«dayv. Qrattended. Daring that time he had

Istte

7~id ~ke rea™ng of Raskin’'s Grown
IVes' At kis request the book was buried
Fos ev! kad, he said, found oomfort within its
bba ke kad keen in France, and wished
I°ftot n k*8 rea’™ another form,

ﬁrst ni,80 vastly different a kind as might appear
is the case of the soldier who asks to

| [<ieatin his dying moments, aocepts his minis-
"oon0i ~ thankfulness, and dies comforted by
.»Rations of a religion in whioh he has been
In the one case a volume of lectures by

:lap of English prose. In the other case a Bible
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™, 3 serve to illustrate a single psychological
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a useful and upright life, and meeting death with
calmness and dignity. Other things equal, one man
without religion is of muoh greater evidential value
than five hundred with it. The five hundred prove,
at moBt, that human nature can get on with religion.
The one man proves that human nature can get on
without it. It removes religion from a necessity to a
luxury or a dissipation.

In these days death is one of the most familiar of
facts. In many oases it meets us in the death of a
relative or friend killed in the full flush of manhood
on foreign soil. In all oases it fronts us in the
ghastly lists of dead published day by day in the
newspapers. It is so common, that we read of the
death of a thousand men now with less emotion than
we should have read the account of a street accident
a little over ayear ago. Familiarity has dulled the
edge of our sensibilities; a year of war has worked
the inevitable consequence of acertain coarsening of
our moral fibre. War, with its appeal to the more
primitive feelings of mankind, has offered religion
a chance of re-establishing itself, and religionists
of all kinds have availed themselves of the oppor-
tunity.

Thus, a leading artiole in one of the religious
journals says: “ The weight of our sorrow is im-
mensely lightened if we can feel sure that one
whom wo have loved and lost has but ascended
to spheres of further development, education, ser-
vice, achievement, where, by-and-bye, we shall rejoin
him.” This is a common statement which, by long
usage, has become generally accepted. But what
evidence is there of its truth? There is none that
| know of. It has about as much basis in fact as
stories of death-bed conversions, or dying people
calling out for religion. Here and there such cases
may oocur, but the overwhelming majority of people
die without giving a thought to religion. So with
the comfort that the living are assumed to derive
from a belief in the immortality of those whom
they have lost. We do not see that the religious
father or mother or child feels death less keenly
than those who are not religious. The break is
felt by all alike. It is not to all a question of
religions belief; it is one of sonsibility, of affeotion,
of temperament. A child in heaven will not com-
pensate a mother for the loss of a ohild on earth.
Religions folk may repeat certain set formulae, but
watoh them when death has delivered its stroke, and
see whether it is possible to detect any difference
between the attitude of Freethinkers and Christians
in the presence of death. Whatever difference there
is, | believe to be entirely in favor of the Freethinker.
But the sorrow is sharp enough in all oases.

The writer already oited admits:—

“I1t is indeed quite possible for people who are
agnostic or unbelieving with regard to immortality to
give themselves wholly to the pursuit of truth and to
the sorvioe of their fellow men, in moral earnestness
and heroic endeavor ; they may endure pain and sorrow
with calm resignation, and toil on in patience and per-
severance. The best of the ancient Stoics did so, and
many a modern Agnostic is doing so to-day.”

The significance of this admission is in no wise
diminished by the accompanying qualification that
this olass of people “ are missing a joy whioh would
have been to them a wellspring of courage and
strength.” That is pure assumption. Those who
are without this particular belief are conscious of no
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lack of courage or strength. And on this question
they must be taken as the final authority. Certainly
their outward conduct affords no room for such a
conclusion. Their behavior in the great crises of
life is at least as worthy as that of religionists;
while it may be safely argued that a serene resigna-
tion in the face of death as the termination of
individual life, is socially quite as valuable as the
hectic emotionalism of cultivated religious belief.

What is there in the fact of natural death that
should breed irresolution, rob us of courage, or fill us
with fear ? Experience proves that there are a
hundred and one things for which men, aye, and
women, will face almost certain death without fear.
At the present moment millions of men are facing
death, and no one would seriously claim that their
doing so has any intimate relation to religious belief,
or that it is in any way dependent upon it. As a
racial quality fear of death is a negative quality. Its
positive aspect is the will to live, and that may be
seen in the lower animals aa well as in man. And
even as it is, there are many things that man dreads
more than death, and to avoid which he will cheer-
fully challenge extinction. The fear of death is not
a powerful factor in life, because existence would be
intolerable if it were so. It would rob life of its
daring, of its courage, and of its value; the mere
operation of Natural Selection has guarded us against
this. Fear of death is part of the jargon of the
priest; he has taught it to the people because it was
to his interest to do so, and the people who use this
jargon do so because it is only the minority who
possess the capacity or the inclination to analyse
their feelings or criticise the language they use.

The fear of death is a religious fear—older than
Christianity, true, because religion is older than
Christianity. But it was Christianity that gave death
its most fearful form, because it made it the begin-
ning of an existence of terror from which few could
escape. Christianity did not make men brave in the
presenoe of death—that, again, is a popular super-
stition. What it did was to clothe a natural fact
with supernatural terrors, and then offer a doubtful
antidote to counteract the poison it had injected.
The comfort is necessary only so long as the belief is
present. Remove the belief, and death takes its
place as one of the facta of existence, surrounded
with all the sadness that properly belongs to a last
farewell, but rid of all the doubts and terrors ereated
by religion. The Freethinker, because he is a Free-
thinker, needs none of these artificial stimulants in
the presence of death, and he pays the Christian the
compliment of believing that, without his religion,
he would also find them unnecessary. It is not the
Freethinker who lays claim to superiority ; it is the
Christian who tries to force that olaim upon him.
As a Freethinker, | venture to believe that the differ-
ence in human nature between the man who believes
in religion, and the man who rejects it, is not so pro-
found that what is dispensable with the first is in-
dispensable with the seoond. If Freethinkers can
devote themselves “ to the pursuit of truth and the
service of their fellow-men, in moral earnestness and
heroic endeavor,” if they can “endure pain and
sorrow with calm resignation, and toil on, in patience

and resignation,” | see no reason why Christians
should not reaoh the same point of development.
(To be concluded.) C. COHEN.

George Meredith on Immortality.

Of all the great poets George Meredith is, perhaps,
the most helpfully didactic and profoundly illumin-
ative. A Beading of Earth, A Beading of Life, Poems
and Lyrics of the Joy of Earth, and many of his Son-
nets, shine as incomparable interpretations of the
great problems and experiences of life. While he
entertains, he also instructs his readers. To him
Nature is one and lives, and it is the spirit of life
within her that he sets before us in suoh brilliant
colors. The earth and its life constitute the one

subject of his song; and he never consider3®
any point of view without throwing some file
.upon it. Winter, spring, summer, anfi aOta,
Iphases of earthly manifestation, and 6aCli,,0 tret
is perfeot in its way. It is to Nature b
Meredith addresses all his prayers. la . reij
the Spirit of Earth in Autumn, for example w

thus:—
“ Great Mother Nature! teach me, like thee.
To kiss the season and shnn regrets.  _
And am | more than the mother who hore

Mock me not with thy harmony !
Teach me to blot regrets.
Great Mother ! me inspire
With faith that forward sets
But feeds the living fire,
Faith that never frets
For vagueness in the form.
In life, O keep me warm !
For what is human grief ?
And what do men desire ?
Teach me to feel myself the tree
And not the withered leaf.” gF;
Man, being Nature's “ chief expression, pgr ,
wer of life, must be looked upon a3 aP r
natural being, all the episodes in whose life 0j"
not only withm the sphere of Nature, but also
the causal spoil of her forces. His birth and
are simply evolutionary events, for whioh *  a
alone is responsible. According to theology» O d
signifies the descent into matter of an immeate
entity oaHed spirit, and death the release ot
sp.rit from its incarceration in flesh and it3r
to the supernatural realm out of whioh it cam0- f
. is kO end>as birth marks the begld* °o
individual the interval between ,0Y
belongs exclusively to the earth. This is bOaal
expressed in The Woods of Westermain :—
“ Earth your haven, Earth your helm,
You command a double realm ;
Laboring here to pay yonr debt,
Till your little sun shall set;
Leaving her the future task;
Loving her too much to ask.” Jilj 3
Professor Moffatt, while convinced that M0* Gbi'
positive upon prayer, admits that “ upon *** péA
phase of religious belief whioh pre-oooup1®
he is curiously negative. When he passes 00 jjof
problem of immortality, his attitude become' .t
repression and of warning; his speeob, wb0® j fa'
nmping and hesitating, traverses the Savaa t3
suasion. His attitude is indeed one of

never of repression, nor is his language evOr fes3
and hesitating.” In The Question Whither
thus:—

“ When we have thrown off this old 3llIt’

So much in need of mending.

To sink among the naked mute,
Is that, think you, our ending?

We follow many, more we lead,
And you who sadly turf ns,

Believe not that all living seed
Must flower above the surface. jii»

To Meredith life and death are ontb jjotf ~
aspects or phases of Nature, and this ~
sings of them in the lovely Hymn to Color »
“ £°ve took my hand when hidden stood the s

lo fling hi3 robe on shoulder-heights 0 . ~ 0 '

Then said : There lie they, Lite and vea

Whichever is, the other is ; but know

It is thy craving self that thou dost see, m

Not in them seeing me.” . uT”
What is death, then? In the West*** ,

for February 9, 1905, the poet thus wrot ~ {W,

“ As to death, anyone who understand33peiPe
thinks nothing of it. Her whole conC?LriDg-
to produco nourishment for all h°r °..\o
that others may come—and better, 1
w the right way. In talking of .~ ,jniog
men too often make the error of »
world was made for themselves.” " P

Tuere is nothing “ limping and b00™a
Dirge in Woods

“ A wind sways the pines,
And below
Not a breath of wild air;
Still as the mosses that ,.0e0
On the flooring and over the
Of the roots here and there*
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The pine-tree drops its dead;

They are quiet as under the aea.

Overhead, overhead

Rushes life in g race,

As tlio clouds the clouds chase ;
And we go,

And we drop like the fruits of the tree,
Even wa,

ji Even so.”

te~®a’h"aia that deep down in every human heart

IPA?? an instinctive longing for life after death,

fy ™ i that longing “ lust,” and In the Woods

Ln? a fundamental distinction between it and a
love of life thus : -

“ For the sake of life,
For that life is dear,
The lust after life
Clings to it fast.
For the sake of life,
For that life is fair,
The lover of life
Flings it broadcast.
The lover of life knows his labor divine,
And therein is at peace.
The lust after life craves a touch and a sign
That the life shall increase.
The lust after life in the chills of its lust
Claims a passport of death.
The lover of life sees the flame in our dust
And a gift in our breath.”

difx @edith's poetry, tho notion that death ends
Mij Individual is not allowed to associate itself
~mistio forebodings, or to act as a depressing
uP°n life. Nature, he holds, has a heart of

fittajl ,? whieh we are called upon to live. He is a
le"er *n the joy of life, not as a distant ideal,

S*ad experience within the reach of all true

Jthe tif8" (read death, to sigh and moan
of the final passing is to be disloyal to

Fepo '7'atnan grief is a form of cowardice in the
lhe hlother Earth. Why should we be sad
jii ™hearted in contemplation of the end? We
?se”>an” calmly “ await the dark to-be.”

Soigtj Reeivabie that lovers of Nature should fear

3the ™ a, which must inevitably follow evolution.
PQQX breaks out thus

Rnd O, green bounteous Earth !

Bacchante Mother ! stern to those

Vho live not in thy heart of mirth;
eath, shall | shrink from loving thee ?
nto the breast that gives the rose

”alll with shuddering fal1?”

~N)Dg th asserts that Meredith fatands alone
Mt e -P%ts of all the ages in his wefusal to

V¥hoT " *on°h of grief, or pang 'of sentimental
S i8] ,y> at human transience ”; but the asser-
V “Vai¥ kucretius oondemns, in scathing terms,
Itnaginary grief” to whioh so many are

<iji. hey oontemplate their decease. He calls

°“g8," cherishers of vain delusions, and
6 Awards

, "T o whom the worst
eath ig want of drink and endless thirst.

1’ "Wh ?Ita8etf to one of these cowards, Lucretius
\% e&ﬂan has bugbear death to frighten man” ?
Te you be afraid of it 7—

laaso°rS tlaat can befall thee, measured right,
Aid ~ und slumber, and a long good night.”

immortality Meredith has absolutely

116 teaches with unwavering fidelity

0°t unto ourselves, but unto the race

tIJMiojj 0 ocelong. While we live we are setting
.Powerful waves of influence, whioh shall

Q@ tityp | agitate the sea of social life to the

0

Tq'j®i®hut a little holding, lent
With h a m’8hty labor ; we are one
To eaven and the stars when it is spent
erve God's aim ; else we die with the sun.’

the Cea8ea to be, but his life is destined to
JtoNIBrgvJ1868 B3 a faotor in the moulding of
"atonoun”orn' him who is “ an anoient

f . bird,” having “ arudderless tongue,

aithira.. ¢ es>hke the cock of dung,” Nature

IQu, but in Tho State of Age we are told

whom she does love and honor:—

“ But hast thou in thy season set her fires
To hum from Self to Spirit through the lash,
Honored the sons of Earth shall hold thee high ;
Yea, to spread light when thy proud letter |
Drops prone and void as any thoughtless dash.”

There are people, alas, who have such a selfish lust
for life that they cannot tolerate the idea of the ces-
sation of personality. They have formed such an
exalted estimate of their own value to the universe
that they are powerless to conceive of the possibility
of their individuality being ever blotted cut. But in
Nature's eye personality possesses no signifioanoe
whatever, and is the object of no special treatment.
It is in our own estimation alone that we are of suoh
value to the universe that she cannot afford to lose
us. Meredith laughs our sense of self-importance to
scorn, and deals it a fatal blow when he declares that
Nature shows no partiality whatever for individuals,
her sole ooncarn being for the raoe .(—

“ Not thee

She cares for, hut us. Follow her.

Follow her, and thou wilt not sink.”
We should look at ourselves through Nature's eyes,
and learn to regard ourselves as being of value only
in so far as we live for the welfare of the raoce. In
The Empty Purse the poet preaches a powerful sermon
to our later Prodigal Son, with the application of
whioh this article may well close :—

* Thou under stress of the strife
Bhalt hear for sustainment supreme
The cry of the conscience of Life ;

Keep the young generations in hail,
And bequeath them no tumbled house.”

J. T. Lioyd.

The Challenge of Christianity.

e Thera is usually much good sense in the weekly
magazine, the Outlook, published in New York; and
those who like to know Theodore Boosevelt's vigor-
ous and breezy views on the European War, and
Mexico, and American polities, should consult its
pages. But ono of the July issues was disfigured by
an absurd article, unsigned, which claimed that the
tragedy of the War would drive men back to faith
and Christ. Indeed, said the peculiar person who
wrote it, so far from the value of Christianity being
thrown into question by the War, “ it is Christianity
which is challenging rather than being challenged.”
And he wound up his seventeenth century foolish-
ness with the remark :—
“ There never has been but one Savior of the world,
and against the blackness of the darkness to-day he
stands, the hope and light of the world."

What on earth is the use of a Savior who, after
centuries of effort, can do nothing but stand “ against
the blaokness of the darkness ” of the very world
whioh he is supposed to redeem and reform / It is
as if a borough surveyor and sanitary engineer,
whose business it is to keep the sewers in order,
should solemnly say to his town council: “ Gentle-
men, the drainage of this borough is in a most
horrible condition, and | beg to report that I am as
muoh disgusted with the st9neh as | was last year.”

Some Labor member of the Council would probably
get up and propose that advertisements be inserted
in the journals for a new borough surveyor.

You will observe the petty insolence of this
Outlook prophet. You and | and the rest of us, in
the five continents, are the world which lies in “ the
blaokness of darkness,” and all our light and hope
emanates from the Savior, and “ there never has
been but one.” This announcement is made, in the
first instance, to the American public. | have spent
nine months in the States, and can testify that our
republican friends over the water are quite compe-
tent to state thoir own oase. But the Outlook is a
very able and useful periodical which has a vogue
even in Great Britain; and, since it chooses to print
this libel on the human raoe, a column of British
protest may not appear altogether unnatural.
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The reader who imagines my protest will take the
form of a rummaging in historical records in order to
prove the failure of Christianity, is quite mistaken.
In its time and place, let us say from the fifth
century to the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries,
this creed and system fulfilled a human need, and
produced great figures like Benedict, Alfred, Dante,
Pasoal, Fox, and Bunyan. The genius of Voltaire
perceived, in the eighteenth century, the impending
collapse, and the collapse is proceeding. Christianity
is now unable to cope with social demands, just as
the old Greek and Roman polities, with all their
wisdom, would fail to control modern Europe. We
Cannot now submit to the methods of Pericles, or
Cassar, or Christ, or Hildebrand.

Not to speak of the Germanic Powers, let us take
the religious position of our Allies and our Empire.
In Belgium, in Italy, in France, in Russia, in Japan,
one can easily find very considerable numbers of
people who are not in the least likely to adopt “ the
one Savior of the world” as their guide, philosopher,
and friend in politics, economics, and ideals. There
are many such persons in the British Empire ; and
we must also bear in mind that vast masses of
Buddhists, Hindus, and Moslems (the latter in Africa
as well as India) who are practically involved in
the fate of the Empire, and who are confronting the
crisis of the War and the crises that will arise after
it, will assuredly not go to Nazareth for advice. It
would, for example, mean political and administra-
tive suicide for the British Government to recom-
mend Christ to the population of India in these
terms:—

“ There never has been but one Savior of the world,
and against the blackness of the darkness to-day he
stands, the hope and light of the world.”

The Outlook writer commits an impertinence
against the nations. True indeed it is, that the
wisdom of the nations has failed to avert this
lamentable War ; and if anybody were to affirm that
our European diplomacy had been as inefficient as
Christianity itself, | should agree. But our imperti-
nent mentor tells us all that we are powerless to
escape from the confusion and tragedy without
Christ. The whole lot of us, including Germany and
Turkey, Great Britain and France, are absolutely
hopeless and helpless! Some of us have believed
that, in all the belligerent nations, there are groups
of sane people, who are both good citizens and good
students of affairs, and whose collective judgment
will evolve, and is even now beginning to evolve,
adequate answers to the questions propounded by the
War. This judgment will be applied to the problems
of nationality, and mutual relationship of countries,
with the many racial, political, and eeonomio factors
with which these problems are associated. As types
of this faculty for estimating such issues, let me
name Vanderveld of Belgium, Sir Robert Borden of
Canada, and our Viscount Bryoe. The communities
now at war possess many such judicious and public-
spirited members, and it is upon their insight and
sense, sympathetically supported by the general
citizenship, that our destinies praotically depend.
All such men would readily admit that mere negoti-
ation, mere procedure of arbitration tribunals, mere
political ingenuity, and mere knowledge of history
and precedents, will not assist Europe apart from
the noble ideal of international fraternity. That is
understood. But only a benevolent fool will try to
make out that the dootrine of fraternity, minus
brains, will solve the difficulties revealed by the con-
flict of 1914-15. The love of humanity is the essen-
tial motive of true civilisation; but, as Comte has
said, “ love desires light in order to attain its ends” ;
that is, it needs knowledge, ideas, and criticism.
This sound intellectual method, acting in the interest
of human brotherhood, can only have value when it
is developed by the nations themselves. To suggest
to the nations that both the motive and the method
can only come from an external Savior (“ and there
never has been but one” !) is to accuse the nations
of being crippled, blind, deaf; that is to say, of
general imbecility. In fact, the maroh of civilisation
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is not accurately described as a being “s™ ©
Humanity learns from age to age. This € o
of the human race is an evolution, not a &
To save a man implies some drastic operation™
as seizing hold of the person drowning, and ‘*° §
dragging him from peril. That is not ara »
representation of the progress of mankin.= 8
progress is a growth, a natural expansion QL P' o
and of visiem; a * creative evolution,” «b j@
expresses it; but, in any case, the movement 3
within the heart aDd nature of humanity it ~

In due time, the delegates of the nations 0~
earth will sit at the round table, and g¢g°¢ e
experience, sagaoity, and genius will hold com®
and devise the means of enduring peace- b fit
profane and vulgar theology of the Outlook w ua
be invited to assist. We can fancy the 3@nl.flo
professor of that theology managed to pene r
the council-chamber.

“ Who are you, sir ?” asks the President.

“ The Outlook man.”

“ What is your business ?” _

“ 1 some to proclaim the only possible solo
your difficulties.”

“ Proclaim it, but be brief.” )

“ There never has been but one SavOr
world, and against the blackness of the dar
day he stands, the hape anhd light of the worm

“ Many thanks; but you are probably no 521 ]
that civilisation has decisively rejeoted the P R®
solution. The attendant will show y°a
out.” F_j. GOORp'
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The Poet of the People.

“ That same gentle spirit from whose pcu ~w”

Large streams of honey and sweet nectar
~ Qown
“ Not a fantastical fool of them shall flout me O
calling.”— Shakbspeasu.
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow fil]|8 &~ eTe
honorable place in the literary world..we
beea in every age @ mMass af popular” elajlggeota
falling short of high distinction, hasb5 iQ__
gualities of ita own which atteast the at e @eff®
esteem of readers whose interests wool Nooe
terfan™ffAr °f more distinction.
yeara”™sinofl 3nSfollow, whioh was celebrated
- ' Proved that the popularltyl_?EPgSeP u
. - . -€eqg,
has survived the assaults of critics. - Jaipy
ally the poet of ordinary folk. w~g8v°?d {of
putable, and he deserves to be remember-
induced many to read verse who w°a . Oate*K]<

have been denied a refined and plda® icjer»
ment. Popular taste has improved pop“fij
during the course of half a century- “Oppsr, ~
poet of the last generation was Marti ipgii

no one who sets “ Hiawatha” _‘var ackaO*[td
“ Proverbial Philosophy ” can fail to Pst o
that we have advanoed a good way af o™ ry ~jybl
culture since our fathers found P Oveu
Tupparian muse. “ Hiawatha,” a°

Village Blacksmith,” are great advan pInl
and imaginatively, upon these senten ~N'3
and flaccid versification. t Jjot>Ser6

Still, it is impossible to pretend ~ ;g
poetry is anything more than a sp P o0di°r*0
which the intelligent reader may, QO pel
be led on to an appreciation of the ® ~ jg teW
Wiereore that lies MEYoRd. THRFI® 1 _ js
careful, irreproachable in taste; bo the"
entirely in individuality. He be*°D? 0 ge<J®

of American writers which played tb th3 ﬂ(]]e(;
to European authors. Compared ~»

original Amenoan poets, LongfeJ10, ¢jjoi e0 P
He had nothing of Walt Whitman a W . w
or width of outlook. The ether ' to3 e
inhaled apon the peaks of thought aee
Longfellow. He did not share the #jjowagt P

artistic sensibility. Much of 40°” oebBi ®
merely a musioal eoho of European p
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adisciple, it most b9 added that, within modest
B-hewas an artist. Even his worst poems are
apidt and tuneful numbers, touched with fancy,
I% dom falling below a certain careful level of
ship. He had a happy knack in selecting
‘Jorton aspects of common themes. Occasion-
J'jj? a few of his ballads and in “ Evangeline”
s, 'Hiawatha” he laid hold of exceptional subjects
succeeded admirably.
fi~rfellow’s “ Building of the Ship” is a joy to
Hintriotic Americans, and its recital has ronsed

i <3 heat of enthusiasm. It is
. ee%tgstgﬁy ing Longfellow ever wrote, but

dinmela8ioQ *8 n°i' poetry at all. It is a fine piece
Passioned rhetoric. Listen !—

* Thou, too, sail on, O ship of State!
Sail on, O Union, strong and great !
Humanity, with all its fears,

Is hanging breathless on thy fate ! ”

}V\§fq7$ like one of Ingersoll's brillia
lea/i.10u can almost see the outstretched arm and
te resonant voice. The effect is prodigious,
&R a1, liberty ar givg me death !” that is the
@ov cniDB>a sonorous and passionate appeal flung
air to thrill the hearts of thousands,
Moldk oW not reign by artistry alone. How
he>Eeeing that the ordinary ear is no more
easive of the artistic quality in poetry than
_ _eye is alive to the artistio element of
of H is precisely in virtue of a certain plain-
~ahl grHimeut and popularity of ideal that he
Melv 6 “> hold his place as pre-eminently the most
MHadt j6ad PO6™ °l His time. His very exoesses
infe” Inulfcitudes of admirers. His prodigality
%ec,t, S °f similes is at once his weakness and his
W H tends to cloy with too muoh sweetness.
~MMLv o n°» only shows the lily trembling like a
~  @l*and the wild flower on its spray shaking
LB ~he waterfall; he tumbles the roses
° re&der, until like the guests of the Emperor
Sholar he is in danger of being smothered.
% as well as poet, Longfellow exerted
cd TI8nce on literature than is commonly re-
c t - in his Poets and Poetry of Europe he

liC aF@ereat in Continental wridiers. Hiils cifais-

,3y  “He Divine Comedy did much to restore the
Ni Rante and his contemporaries. Long-
£ Prese works Outre Mer and Hyperion are,

5 'r c°mmonplace in tone and feeble in execu-
~sOf. Hear more testimony to his industry than
tgjjj 6mality. His dramatio efforts, The Golden
try* a]l The Spanish Student, are neither plays
8Jd8 They are like Cathedral windows, their
craj«ped together with heavy lines of lead,

W OO ,j8 Poems are cast at a single jet.
~poeu ‘ow *s>aa we have said, the most popular
I' All over the English-speaking world his
M* ra Household words. In England and Aus-
S c@rid New Zealand, no less than in America,
, 6fnJ8 His admirers by hundreds of thousands.
S u emphasising, for the fashion among
IS, t9to patronise, with considerable condesoeu-
S C n8fellow'a efforts. That the popularity ef
is widespread has been attested. Its en-

y | 18 fairiy proved by many years trial. H
. -J/yHe mirror of the man. Here you have h a
nature, his sunny temperamentj his
N, S Hnitarianism, his refined and cultured
Nt & Q*ity and sweetness are his leading notes.
te!lg 'aok8 are fire and strength. Longfellow is
K @arly a groat poet, but he is incontestably
nd PHe most popular singer of his century.

in- “ What good is like to this—
Wom Wortlly tho ertln%, and to write
tky the reading and the world s delight.

MIMNERMUS.

% isaghast at the news that Germain Nouveau,
W *livii°Se Hiond of Paul Verlaine, is reduced to bOg
hi! 2". Had tHe poet been a parson, he might have

* 0 Without comment.
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The Fourth Gospel.

“Neither do | condemn thee.”

In John viii. 1—11 is related a story of a woman
“ taken in adultery,” which commences:—

“ And early in the morning Jesus came again into the
temple, and the people came unto him ; and he sat down
and taught them.”

The writer of this story seems to have thought that
any seif-constituted prophet who appeared in Pales-
tine had the right to go into the temple and expound
to the people any new doctrines he had excogitated.
He had no such right, Neither would the Jewish
authorities have permitted such a thing: not being
able to stone him then and there, they would have
called the Roman guard, stationed close by, and had
the innovator arrested. According to the story, how-
ever, the scribes and Pharisees brought to Jesus a
woman, “ and having set her in the midst, they say
unto him, Master, this woman hath been taken in
adultery, in the very act. Now in the law Moses
commanded us to stone such: what then sayest thou
of her?” It was upon this occasion that mention is
made of Jeans being able to write. Twice, it is
stated, “ he stooped down, and with his finger wrote
on the ground.” He is also represented as saying
“ He that is without sin among you, let him first cast
a stone at her.” This judgment, though humane,
and in some cases just, might, if adopted in criminal
proceedings, prevent the punishment of almost any
offender. It would not, however, have produced the
result stated in tho story. The scribes and Pharisees
would not have slunk away “ one by one ” until only
Jesus and the woman were left: they would have
waited to see and hear the end of the faroe without
budging an inch. They would also have something
to say to the statement Jesus addressed to the woman
—*“ Neither do I condemn thee: go thy way; from
henceforth sin no more.”

In the Revised Version this narrative is placed
within brackets, and is spaced as not properly be-
longing to the Gospel of John : also, in the margin
is a note saying that “ Most of the ancient authori-
ties omit John vii. 58—viii. 11. Those which contain
it vary much from eaoh other.” This statement is
no doubt correot; for the narrative is not found in
the two oldest MSS.—the Codex Sinaiticus and the
Codex Vaticanus—and the next MS. in point of age,
the Codex Alcxandrinus, is imperfeot, the leaves
between John vi. 50 and viii. 52 being missing.

Where did the Presbyter John find this story ?
Well, Eusebius, when commenting upon the contents
of a book written by the Presbyter's friend Papias,
says: “ Ha also relates ths story of a woman accused
of many sins before the Lord [i.e., Jesus] which is
also contained in the Gospel according to the
Hebrews ” (Eccl. Hist. iii. 89). It would seem, then,
that the pseudo-John took the narrative recorded in
the Hebrew GoRpel, and, after striking out all the
“ many sins ” save adultery, remodelled it as he did
the Miracle of the Loaves, and presented it to his
readers in a totally new dress. This is the most
probable source.

W rangling and Quibbling.

In ohapters vii. and viii. of the Fourth Gospel the
so-oalled “ teaching” of the pseudo-Jesus is of so
ridiculous a character that it almost passes under-
standing how Christians with a grain of sense can
regard such an individual as their Lord and Savior.
I should have passed over all the wretched galimatias
in these chapters but for the faot that the Jesus of
the Synoptics never gave utterance to such non-
sense. To emphasise the fact that we have in this
Gospel an entirely new Jesus, | select three or four
extracts as examples. Had this Savior been called
by another name—say, Jeremiah or Berachiah—no
one could have any doubt of the fact; but the name
“ Jesus ” carries with it, by association of ideas,
something of the Jesus of the other three Gospels.

John vii. 37—39,—"“ On the last day of the feast,
Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let
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him come unto me, and drink. He that believeth on
me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall
flow rivers of living water. But this he spake of the
spirit, which they that believed on him were to receive.”

This silly speeoh is on a par with that made to the
woman of Samaria, to whom the same Savior pro-
mised to give “ living water’—and he allowed the
woman to go away without telling her what he
meant. He does precisely the same here. The
writer of the Gospel, it is true, says (for the benefit
of his readers) that “ he spake of the spirit” ; but
the pseudo-Jesu3 made no such explanation. Instead
of giving instruction to his hearers, ha tried only to
mystify them. His statement that “ the scripture
hath said ” ths ridiculous words which he here pre-
tends to quote is a deliberate falsehood : there is no
such passage in the Old Testament, whether refer-
ring to water or spirit, which is anything at all like
what this Savior has asserted. This is evidently one
of the vulgar ideas of the pseudo-John himself.

John viii. 12—19.—*“ Again Jesus spake unto them,
saying, | am the light of the world : he that followeth
me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light
of life. The Pharisees said unto him, Thou bearest
witness of thyself; thy witness is not true. Jesus
answered and said, Even if | bear witness of myself,
my witness is true....... Yea and in your Jaw it is written,
that the witness of two men is true. | am he that bear
witness of myself, and the Father that sent me beareth
witness of me. They said therefore unto him, Where
is thy father? Jesus answered, Ye know neither me,
nor my Father: if ye knew me, ye would know my
Father also.”

Here we have a sample of the reasoning employed
in the time of the Presbyter John, as well as the
writer’s reoklessness in making his imaginary Jesus
publicly proclaim himself “ the light of the world.”
The reference to the law of Moses respecting wit-
nesses is the following -
Deut. xix. 15.—* One witness shall not rise up against
a man for any sin....... at the mouth of two witnesses,
or at the mouth of three witnesses, shall a matter be
established.”
Jesus, then, in hia claim to be “ the light of the
world ” had no witnesses at all. In his rustic sim-
plicity he contended that he himself was one wit-
ness, and “ the Father” in heaven was the other,
thus making the two witnesses required. He did not
know that, as an accused person, he could not bear
witness to himself; neither did he seem to know
that “ the Father,” to be a witness, would have to
come down and show himself, and would be called
upon to state what he knew respecting the self-
styled “ Son.” When asked where his father was,
the answer of Jesus was evasive. His statement
“If ye knew me, ye would know my Father also”
was untrue: for if the Jews knew perfectly well who
Jesus was, whether a divine Being or a religious pre-
tender, they would know no more about “ the
Father” than they did bsfore. And it is this
ignorant and quibbling Savior that we are asked to
believe was, and still is, “ the light of the world.”
It is also this Savior who is reported to have said:
“If | told you earthly things, and ye believe not,
how shall ye believe if | tell you heavenly things ?”
(iii. 12). His assertion with Regard to having two
witnesses was, no doubt, one of the “ earthly things ”
which the Jews of hia day did not believe: of
“ heavenly things ” this Savior has told us nothing.
John viii. 21—27.—* Jesus said unto them again, |
go away, and ye shall seek me : whither | go, ye cannot
come. The Jews therefore said, Will he kill himself,
that he saith, Whither | go, ye cannot come ? Jesus
said unto them, Ye are from beneath ; I am from above :
ye are of this world; | am not of this world....... Except
ye believe that | am [he], ye shall die in your sins.
They said therefore unto him, Who art thou ? Jesus
said unto them, Even that which | have spoken unto
you from the beginning...... He that hath sent mo is
true; and the things which | heard from him, those
speak | unto the world.”

The silly utterances of this egotistical Savior are
almost nauseating. The edacated ecribes and Pha-
risees were “ from beneath " and “ of this world,”
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while the untruthful and quibbling new relief
was “ from above” and of heavenly origin. If
cultured Pharisees did not believe that the wiflDA rijj
preacher was the Savior of the world, they »
“ die in their sins.” When this Savior wes 9
who he was, he evaded the question, and cotrDre
talking about God being true, and of his G&® °
'the things” he had hoard that deity say. ui
divine Savior could utter such nonsense no °°. @&
an unthinking Christian of very limited intel ib
could possibly believe.
John viii. 41—58.—" The Jews said nn™.i"™ 1..
have one Father, even God. Jesus said unto gOd
I came forth and have come from God.— ~jti®
your father the Devil, and the lusts of your » ‘u
your will to do. He was a murderer from the “~Bd
nNNg.. be is a Har, and the (athes tbOrefil0lf5
because | say the truth, ye believe me not...... 1 ogja
said unto him, Say we not well that thou ~
Samaritan, and hast a demon ? Jesus answer®' »
not a demon....... Verily, verily, | say unto y°u' ,gjes
keep my word, he shall never see death. 1
said unto him, Now we know that thou bast a [
....... Art thou greater than our father Abraham,

dead? Whom maketh thou thyself? Jas«3 ;
....... Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my ot
he saw it, and was glad....... Verily, verily!1l 83
you, Before Abraham was born, | am.” r.ely
Here the Christian Savior appears to be
sane. He “eamo forth,” he said, from bet
those who kept his word should never see  ra0tics8
the Jews were children of the Devil, whose p “ jie
they followed, and they refused to believe BB
said, because he spoke the truth. Then be a

slander the Devil, who, he says, was a IYa ~
murderer from the beginning; that is to &’
not Cain who slew his brother : the murderer pjei
Devil. When the Jews told lies, they were P gp
by the Devil: when ho uttered falsehoods a ™ &
as, for instance, in telling his brothers tjha

no intention of going to a certain feast ® in s\a’iei
or in saying that Moses wrote of him, or i
ing the Devil—such untruths did not oouu , AjjjnJ
he had “ come from God.” When, again, be ¢,00lJ
the ancient patriarch, Abraham, knew tha

one day come as the Savior of tha™wor >gfloE8
joieed in that knowledge, this tarradiddle ” "jog8
gratuitous falsehood: it wa3 one of the

which he had “ heard from God.” .
As to the last statement in the forego**3® NjjoLp

this ridiculous Savior did not aotually say

existed before the days of Abraham, bat
that this was so. The writer of the GosjP gaf]j

plainly asserts that such was actually tn

says \— e yin.-.
“ In the beginning was the Word; aua jbe
with God, and the Word was God-.."- . j, J4

became flesh, and dwelt among us ” (JoiJ jjoyS'
We see, then, from the foregoing, that
thie oifteramees of this imaginary ®eglJg  fr&° /t*
nor less than the absurd ldeas ©F W rePos0r

Presbyter John himself. mChristian as .
in the Jesus of the Fourf Gospel @r%la«ﬂ]mﬁ"'iiii
Uonal e tose thet give credit to  teg~ 30 !
“ Angelic Guard at Mons.” And, as *y@
latter subject, soma of the letters "eyvikk
appeared in the daily press furnish s™l 7ji €23
® th® enorm¥us SFhbURR bf predulity ~ a
among educated Christians with regar°®-;gatty
so-called Bible prophecy. There * 0 a"
work yet to be done by Freethougb” AN
time of day, | had any idea of.

i

iéegoad stary vieil , " r* albwhop's coachmanwho a 7 jen
‘smissed or signingfi/'®,"738 given the alternative<

g bikylausi SouRTINIE P bel Ghdight y&RPNhere a

gt

lth*hStandarT3I'N™ ar, Qﬂg.%@l%’ﬂ%ﬁ“ ren
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¢old Drops.

Vvo°f the religious papers seem bent ou circulating the
,a {hatthe late Mr. Bowman left his children penniless in
ea™ow the Secular Society, Limited. We have
it J Pointed out that Mr. Bowman left no children,
e Bis wffl°'w was handsomely provided for, but
816 religious journals find it to their interest to
falsehoods, nothing seems able to stop them. The
Wito*>" a PatBolio organ, informs its readers that “ the
?r Positively disinherited his own issue and willed
si o °f @ Secular Society,” and asks, “ What can we
,+alafge-made law which nermits that injustice so
theism may profit thereby ?”

fe about it is that it is not true. And
S { e aBeady said. The second thing is that, as a
C /fact, it is judge-made law under which Atheists
«j (mCa Persecuted ; for the Common Law is little else,
st:® have been no prosecutions for blasphemy under
BV'*uaw' And judges that have had the courage to
ESOR faw so as to place opinion outside the reach
W, Cdilon, will merit the thanks of honest men, even
Wecj -7 may forfeit the affection of the editor of the

fi AB tilla!ly, one would have thought that bearing
Bche Buge sums Of money that have been left to the

'‘MvJ’ Bhte regardless of the claims of children and

‘Sils’ famon decency would have prevented religious

We of *Bis plea as a reason for objecting to the
t,0tthe Court of Appeal.

,2fr- Bowman had been a bachelor, without a
Jjictej j v° 11 fhQ world. Would the Universe have
itjj OfBe decision less strenuously ? Everyone knows
Would not have made the slightest difference. It
'hterests of the mythical “ issue ” of Mr. Bowman
,'he Universe is concerned, but the maintenance
: Stesa O™ 1 ProPagafacm °f a particular opinion. It
"{(eft - Baffled bigotry using any means—honest or dis-
order to ventilate its chagrin.

St
"Wy

Jhatwaj- L~
Why A 718 a Blessing in disguise is a pleasant theory put

Sthe,-°0™u parson. All that is needed is to supple-

°Us Panegyric with the hope that the War may
y years.

are now in full swing, and the hard
underpaid organists are busy providing the
{*SB ?u3t A tale is told that at a wedding at
°£ the year the worried organist played the well-
ni“ 0 What will the Harvest be

hr

6 contemporary, Bull, maker some
issiif**8 concerning the charge of sixpence made

a “0 Trinity Church, Stratford-on-Avon, where

j,"®to «u Mas Buried. The paragraph {3 headed “ An

~8or, a_. POare-” Holy Mother Church is always
aying.
\itQlg"6rabi
the i1 ou*cry has bean raised in the press con

Nlegal use of military titles and badges.

fo TS Will

officers of the Church and Salvation Armies ?

¢i8 e
-conijji witB most ministers of religion to repre

as Sadlyrs’ °r at least tl>ose amongst them who are
regretting their inability to believe. This

to ia dav of visitation, and if it has

our
tahs'ethe truth of Christianity, then it will not
W). According to them, what each one of
Bth a abl® to say is, “ 1 am not my own. |

,°Uh ,, j. Price, the price of his precious blood, and I
Sc®ladl7i, lor ever belong to Jesus Christ.” How the
M“@ is%@@of[@) help-any ody—malcovsuch a humiliating
yend our comprehension. We are acquainted
whom the War has robbed of their

-ero  Respite Dr. Horton's wild assertion to the
0 iaie nuiuorous Atheists in the Trenches, some
A neea ~ere for a year; and the only effect the
v Mr fcytn,~a BBem is their confirmation in unbelief,
(mBle Bavo been honest enough to admit that,
6M be tair'Ble year, multitudes have ceased to walk
*WMet cause they have lost faith in his saving and

wShK ’
r ¥ ,
i cB(iB?r of St. Matthew’s, Westminster, assures us

faith is so beautiful, and the experience
that unbelievers are compelled to exclaim,

*1j»u

SHE FEEKSHIKEEB

567

“ Ah, yes, that is very beautiful, and | would give anything
in the world if only I could believe it. If I could accept
that, O what a different place the world would be for me !'”
Freethinkers read that and smile, at once pitying the igno-
rance and despising the prejudice of which he who can talk
such sheer nonsense must be the victim. As a matter of
fact, Freethinkers glory in their unbelief. Most of their
happiness consists in the consciousness that they are no
longer the slaves of superstition. The world is so different
to them now from what it used to be.

Providence, we are told, does all things well. At a con-
ference at Cambridge on tuberculosis, it was stated that
60,000 persons died in this country each year from con-
sumption. “ His tender mercy is over all his works.”

Christians are sometimes like the Heathen Chinee, and
are “ childlike and bland.” Mr. Charles Phillips, F.R.G.S.,
speaking at Godaiming Baptist Church, said, “ God might
send a four days’ fog over the German Armies and put
the War to a standstill.” If the Austrians and the Turks
had a place in the sun, the War would still continue.

According to that pious periodical, the Christian, two
Freethinkers have “ ratted ” since the War. *“ One of them
had to admit that his proclamation of the all-sufficing of
science and culture had received its death-blow by the
action of that Germany which gloried in being the home
of culture without God. And another frankly wrote that
the public now turned with disgust from the Gospel of
Freethought.” We should like to know the names and
addresses of these backsliders.

The Rev. S. W. Hughes, successor-elect to Dr. Clifford, in
answering the question, “ What is happening at this time ?”
says i—

e | suggest to you confidently that the new spirit of the
new age is only to be accounted for in the revaluation of
individual life. Men, predisposed to hate war, have given
themselves to battle, and the one prevailing motive is the
worth of the individual soul.”

We as confidently affirm that the reverend gentleman is
fundamentally mistaken. He is in total error as to “ the
new spirit of the new age,” which is to be accounted for in
the revaluation, not of individual, but of social life. The
individual has no worth at all except as a servant of the
community. Surely, the prevailing motive of those who
fight onr battles is not “ the worth of the individual soul,”
which they willingly sacrifice, bat love of their country, of
freedom, and hatred of military despotism. We admit that,
in the Christian system, the ego is all-important, and to
secure its safety and comfort becomes the dominating
motive; but, at present, the individual counts for nothing
except as an asset in the bloody game of war. In society
generally, also, the trend of the times is towards altruism
as against the selfish egoism of the past.

Mr. Bernard Shaw's use of strong language is being imi-
tated, and Mr. Rudyard Kipling has introduced it in a short
story, Mary Postgates. The heroine, finding a badly-injured
German airman near her home, leaves the man to die. Her
parting blessing is to call the dying man “ You b
Pagan.” We hope that this is not Mr. Kipling's idea of
a perfect Christian lady.

In more senses than one there is only one religion in the
world. The beliefs are fundamentally identical, the argu-
ments used in its behalf are the same, and the charges
against opponents have an unmistakable family likeness,
Thus, Archbishop Carr, of Melbourne, in opening a church
school, told his hearers, “ Godless edneation is responsible
for the present War.” We do not know whether Archbishop
Carr is girding at France or not, for that is the only
country at war in which “ Godless,” or Secular Education,
obtains in the national schools. Germany, Russia, Austria,
England, Italy, and Belgium have all religious education in
some form or other in their State schools. Godly education
may have acted as a cause of the War. Godless education
has not had a chance to so operate. Archbishop Carr is
also sure that God intends to humble us, and when our
sufferings have wiped out our errors, “ and the Almighty is
satisfied, then will the War end.” We should have thought
that the horror and brutality of the present War would
have been enough to satiate even Archbishop Carr's
Almighty Kaiser. .

Mr. John Galsworthy has published a new book, The Little
Man, and Other Stories. In one of the sketches he makes
Man stand up to the Recording Angel, and among the biting
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things said is: “ Something human is more precious than all
the judgments of the sky.”

The Rev. J. H. Jowett says that he has “ never found an
Agnostic whose mind was really at rest.” The difficulty that
Freethinkers have is finding Christians who are awake.

The newspapers inform us that an Army Chaplain, when
holding a service at the Front, invited the congregation to
smoke while he preached. How different to the parsons at
home, who tell the congregations that they will smoke in the
next world.

The Daily Mirror says that the Belgians have a cutting
reply to the Germans motto “ God with us.” This assumes
the form of a button with the inscription, “ Neither God nor
Master.” We shall be hearing next that the Belgians are
Atheists. o

“The past is dead—it died on August 4, 1914,” writes a
flamboyant lady journalist in the columns of a contemporary.
This is almost as definite as some clerical predictions of “ the
end of the world.”

The centenary of the wearing of trousers falls this year.
They were worn before 1815, but not tolerated “ in the best
circles.” In the olden time, monarchs were careless as to
dress, and King David, it is said, danced before the ark,
with little on his person beyond a smile. Even the “ King
of Kings,” according to the artists, favored the wearing of a
blue blanket. .

The work of the Salvation Army among the troops is
developing daily, and the “ Gospel ” soldiers are now risking
their lives at Amesbury, Tidworth, and Shorncliffe. The
Army’s “ facilities for buying food cheaply are much appre-
ciated,” says “ Colonel” Wilson. This looks as if the Sal-
vation Army is dealing in other articles than “ Blood ” and
“ Fire.” o

The Westminster Gazette, a highly respectable newspaper,
informs its readers that “ there are at least 100,000 German
hymns; 10,000 have passed into German hymn-books, and
about 1,000 are regarded as classics by the German critics.”
Yet the dear clergy will have it that the Germans are
Atheists. o

The Pope claims to be infallible, but he has little sense of
humor. He has been congratulating the Swiss people on
their wisdom in keeping out of the War, and this happy
position he attributes to “ Divine Providence.” Certainly
the geographical position of Switzerland prevents a large
expenditure on the Swiss Navy.

To speak of the Church as “ a human society ” is, in the
estimation of the Church Times, a mortal offence, for which
there is no forgiveness, except on thoroughgoing repentance.
All we know is that, whatever the Church, in its nature, may
be claimed to be, in its history it has always been the most
human of all institutions. Those who believe it to be of
Divine origin and power, only stultify themselves and hope-
lessly damn the character of their God.

Mr. G. F. Hazlewood, of Birkenhead, deserves to be con-
gratulated. He has secured a sworn testimony to the
Angelic Vision at Mons. Private Cleaver, of the 1st
Cheshire Regiment, declares on oath that “ | personally was
at Mons, and saw the vision of Angels with my own eyes.”
Mr. Hazlewood says it would be worth travelling all round
the world to get a deposition of this kind, and asks other
soldiers to endorse it. Mr. Hazlewood also states that
Cleaver had frequently spoken to his friends in the canteen
of what he had seen at Mons, and that fact, as a correspon-
dent suggests, may have more in it than meets the eye.

Meanwhile, we venture to suggest that if anyono cares to
swear that he saw angels at Mons, or Birkenhead, or any-
where else, he would be quite safe from anything in the
shape of prosecution or punishment. It would bo very hard
to prove he didn't see them, although he might not be able
to prove that he did. In the next place, one witness is not
very convincing. The angels were not a subjective experi-
ence, but objective facts. The story runs that the German
soldiers saw them, the horses saw them, and refused to
advance. They were, thus, palpable facts, and all who
were there ought to have seen them. And it is certain that
all did not see them. Next, one would like to know when
and at what date Cleaver first spoke about the angels in the
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canteen, or elsewhere ? We venture to predict that it
after Mr. Machen invented the story, and even j3
story appeared in the religious papers. Mr.

either very simple or trusts that the public is.

Private Cloaver, in answer to Mr. Hazelwood's d4u "
as to whether the Angels were mounted or Wr‘ﬁﬁdﬁP
that-he could nof gay. “ Tt appeared as a fladfl! potrinia
flash 1 And he knew they were angels1” A8
Sampson would say, Prodigious !

When the War is over we can foresee a new °ccllP ~
Returned soldiers who are inclined to go on tour as e
ists may find it a paying game to discover that they ~
to the original few who saw the angels at Mons. A a
Mons alone? There is still time for them to be ae
other places. There are plenty of angels—and f°
anything but scarce.

The Bishop of Ely has committed an unpardonable ~ ~

ordering the crucifix to be removed from the a«
John’s Church, Little Gidding. The ChurchT/ies®

isters a severe rebuke to his lordship for daring to "y
the holy symbol of our faith from God’s house.
we are told that Protestantism is free from idol-w° a1

every other form of superstition. In the AnglljnQe3
munion in particular, superstition is largely on the

An unofficial census of church and chapel a™el® “t6
Sunday evenings in London has just been taken, . {d,
habitual churchgoer ” who undertook the work rep ~ ydB
“ as compared with the Daily News census figure ~MN»

there is, in almost every case, a distinct decrease, arnW
scores taking the place of hundreds.” The conclu8 ated
at by this person is that “ the War has reduced gQfars
ance of men much beyond the number enlisted. ~ G
the British are concerned, the influence of the  gorro®

religion has already proved eminently deleteriou m jtbs9

fully, “ the habitual churchgoer ” has to confess ~ gQ
been saddening to pas3 out of buildiugs, put el
sacrificial effort by generous and self-denying ¢ »
bers, now forsaken by almost all but the faithfu

jysres

A Christian Endeavor party, numbering
people, were thrown out of a charabanc nea n
dropping over an embankment twenty feet high'
Killed, put all were more or less injeAed; 1~ 7 n

party of Atheists, there would have been - iy wWe-
moral attaching to the accident. As it is, the n
doubt praise God because they were not all Rl
they will thank for their wounds we do not kno
. the Getit
More angels at the Front! This time oB. Cet\&

side. The Daily Chronicle of August 28 says_ nade
paper is giving a picture of crowds of angm ~

on horseback, brandishing swords— leading rrjors .ul

re angels aro the ghosts of dead German N pity J
have returned to fight for the Fatherland. | o® j
the two lots of angels cannot be left to fight j @

between them. But it is evident that wo arc ~i003,.sd
all our own way in the matter of angelic vi” eXerskit;:
when it comes to a competition in—call « Cbr* iLi)'
the imagination—between English and tx°r~ oUnt oi

the latter may be trusted to givo a good as

selves.

1#
SOMETHING LEFT- iy isV
Dean Inge says that Hell (among to A\

spoken of now from the pulpit. He s*QBc3iDprea“tlic"p
It is only a little while ago that a 0 “Bto*y “J
addressing his flock, on that stony Proin the 0Oo~™"”
the beginning and the end of England) °ti jjee*r
those days many false prophets shall iise’, false P*
every word of his text until he came to gaid, eet™
There were many of them in our own day> ‘ee
'Erbert Spencer; there’'s 'Uxley (‘ave aDy jn 'Met
'Uxley ?); there’'s Ingersoll, over y®ndftvir)g: O
false phrephets.” And ho wound up by 8 0

“ They've robbed us of this, they've r | cb>\va
they've robbed us of the other thing thete,
brothers and sisters, praised be the ~No,

been able to rob us of ’ell fire 1"—Str
Malay States.
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To Correspondents.

Sl J Honobabidm F ond, 1915.—Received from March 15 :
iQ% acknowledged, £140 2s. 10d. Received since :—
1ji ®2s-6d.; H. Haze, Gs.; N. Gould (Griqualand East), £1.
tt —Sorry, but it is quite impossible to find space for all
~aF readers may consider interesting. We are very
indeed to receive cuttings, and our paragraph columns
wer»0? nseful wo find them. But we are bound to exercise
5 AP VlleSe of selection.
“O iZE>in subscribing to the Honorarium Fund writes,
iSIDPgpM _is as good as ever. We are taking two copies
Tisj Wat-time, and see that they are not idle or wasted.”
and.a Practical way of helping, and serves the dual purpose
L.g Ja8now converts and finding fresh readers.

9 Crowded out last week, and too late for use in
(I

iin _—Yonr friend's re ly to the writer in the Essex
MwdWeo aalvises everybodpy 8o pray "morning, noon, and
We's P Jery apt, and hits off the situation admirably. We
g old before, and we repeat it now, that Freethinkers all
amdj  ?onnfiy would do well to avail themselves more
ktceZ, fhe opportunities offered them in the correspon-
Bm8 of their local press.
Merﬂ may recall the old prayer, “ Lord, protect me from
a | can look after my enemies myself "
!anﬂee “ Acid Drops.” With regard to your other
*thot j-“ faterialists never imagined that anything could grow
fllsead =7 lafent power of growth. The statement is simpl
%lB It is puzzling only in the sense that an unintel-
iQ~ position ja puzzling.
% Cleaver is, we agree, very clever. Presum-
“ore keew they ere-angebs becauseVie badl never seen any
.h e wbofe story is a fine commentary on the skin-
°P much °f our civilisation.

i"ON 1AV have not the exact figures by us as to the
% hariCeive™ by £be Church of England in mining royalties
@an °arn. We believe the figure is somewhere about

_(m
C 10
'*WinJ 218 Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to
Sctoti-QUOR8HRE%, Eondon, B.E.

«Set p 'eratore should be sent to the Shop Manager of the
»Nitor. S 61 “»«ingdon-street, London, E.C., and not to

N

I
v

~or wee”™S *ssue’ aPPear in our

tda he forwarded direct from the publishing
prenP par' of lhe world, post free, at the following
aHa 25.8d: ~nB "eaE 1@B, < ball year, 5s. 3d. j three

Personal.

0 see that more than one writer in the

m 1 ®devotes spaoe to the recent success of
ofociety, Limited, in the Law Courts.

% " NaQdom Jottings,” whom | take to
~  r>°pens with the following paragraph

.. the  napimous confirmation by the Court of Appeal

Y QI8 the lower Court in the case of the

Limited, v. Bowman and Others is an

th ~°te he placed to the credit of Mr. G,

.toresiop™0’ a8.we mentioned the other month, had

15 an( and discrimination many years ago to

Vi®, as tound an incorporated society which should

h m the iaa'n object the financing of Freethought

iseaW The Rationalist Press Association,

. ilj act’jj. 11 s°’me respects a similar organisation, and

\Y never been disguised that it largely owes
< 6t° the lead given by Mr. Foote.”

ked ~°°d, honest writing, and there is no
nN N M oan ay wlLatever. It

VvV vdd’%xgaﬁon of a succgsmf ¥ pljéce of work
many years for the Freethought

* the writer, and that is all that need

*

* *

o

, p0?aSraPh is very interesting and en-

W I«
‘aof the *uSent *n the Court of Appeal when the
5oli8 & *kreo Judges was delivered. The Master
N\ " poke fgrﬁ ‘,ﬁrds Justices Pickford and Warrington
Shte standpoint, but tffere "was not

"ans IVergence in opinion on the main facts of

u' Lin:,38*° fbe absolute legality of the Secular
LittlusiQe'L. The determining factor in arriving
it vaS judgment of Lord Coleridge in
8 'llegni ,asphemy prosecution—that there is
° iu attacking or denying the funda-
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mentals of Christianity, provided it be done in a
becoming manner. As our readers will remember, this
judgment was later supported by Mr. (now Lord)
Justice Phillimor8 in the Boulter case, and no other
Judge has since contested its soundness. There is
nothing in the Memorandum of the Secular Society,
Limited, to warrant the assumption that it may devote
its funds to an illegal propaganda; and if it did so
transgress, the law could see that justice was done. An
incorporated society cannot alter its Memorandum with-
out the sanction of the Courts, and that alone is a
guarantee that the funds of the Secular Society,
Limited, will not be diverted or misapplied. This is
one of the factors on which Mr. Foote counted, and
his prescience has been fully justified.”

This writer has a more judicial mind than soma
Freethinkers who have praised me for my scheme
without seeing some valuable points about it affect-
ing its financial soundness, which he sees is absolute,
being guarded at every point of the compass. It
does not want protection ; it is self-protecting, being
guarded mechanically as by the ringing of a bell,
and having all the advantages of a trust without any
of its disadvantages. Many people declared this to
be impossible. | am glad to say | am sure it was
not. A really important and well-stated point closes
our contemporary’s critioism of the litigation in the
case of the Secular Society, Limited, v. Bowman and
Others :—

“ The desire of the Judges to be absolutely just, and
not to be influenced in any way by their personal
prejudices, was most marked. One came away from
the Court of Appeal with a proud consciousness of the
strict impartiality of the English Bench, with one or
two rare exceptions, the most notorious (and most
reprehensible) being the late Mr. Justice North. Prob-
ably the Master of the Bolls and Lords Justices Pickford
and Warrington are staunch orthodox religionists, but
they could not have pleaded more effectively for the
rights of the Freethinker if they had been members of
the Society. It was a red-letter day in the history of
the Freethought Movement, and one could not be other
than deeply impressed by the giant strides made to-
wards complete religious toleration during the past
quarter of a century.

“ Whether the Bowman case will be taken to the
House of Lords it is at the moment impossible to say.
We understand that notice of appeal can be given at
any time within a year of the decision in the Court of
Appeal. One advantage of the case going to the House
of Lords would be that, in the event of the decision of
the lower Courts being confirmed, the validity of
bequests for Freetnought purposes would be absolutely
incontestable unless a disabling Bill were passed by the
two Houses of Legislature—which is almost an im-
possible contingency."

This is what | said myself in ether words before my
health broke down. 1 said that if we won in the
Courts we won for ever, but if we lost it would not
prevent us from fighting the next case that arose.
i &

Another contribution to the Literary Guide is on
“ The Disabilities of Freethinkers” in relation to
the Bowman Bequest. This article calls for an
answer, chiefly owing, 1 should say, to one of the
names it bears, and not for any special intrinsic
merit of its own. | think I am specially entitled to
deal with it because I am nowhere mentioned in it
from beginning to end, but | cannot do critical
justice to it in a paragraph or two. | must there-
fore postpone my remarks until another week. It
seems to be taken for granted that Mrs. Bonner is
the final authority on this subject, but she is thirty
years behind the times at present. ™~ ~ p

Sugar Plums.

We print elsewhere a letter from a correspondent on the
question of conscription. With the writer’s hatred of forced
military service we heartily agree. We believe it to be a

¢« vicious system, and that it tends to create in any country
a dominant military class, the evil influence of which is seen
in the present War. But we do not see adequate justification
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for the imputation that our attitude is “ one of silence and
dormancy.” We believe that the attitude of all Freethinkers
in this country towards militarism is well known, and even
among the large number of Secularists who are present in
either the Army or the Navy that attitude remains unaf-
fected. They are there not because they love militarism,
but because they hate it, and hate it none the less fervently
because they are having practical experience of its evils.
This we know from the large number of letters we have
received from Freethinkers at the Front.

So far as the Freethinker is concerned, there has certainly
been no lack of articles and paragraphs pointing out the
injurious consequences of militarism, and those who look
to us for any sort of help or guidance in the matter have
no real cause of complaint. But if more is needed, we desire
to say as plainly as possible that we are as much opposed to
Conscription as we ever were, and we see no kind of evidence
that the present necessities of the country demand its impo-
sition. Those in power have not asked for it; and, in the
main, those who have belong to that class which called for
Conscription long before there was any war to bother about.
We quite agree that these are times in which reformers
should bestir themselves, but we do not see that it is
our place to give the amount of attention to this topic
that our correspondent would seem to desire. There are
many other questions beside Conscription that are of great
importance, for the Freethinker has a special work of its
own, and it would be an unwise policy to neglect that
work, even in favor of so important a subject as Conscrip-
tion. The Freethinker is the only paper of its kind in Great
Britain ; it holds a unique place in British journalism ; and
it is surely not too much to keep that solitary paper to its
special work. There are other agencies for combating Con-
scription, and those agencies are receiving the support of
Freethinkers. They are not “ standing by dumbly,” and
they are offering resistance as citizens to what they consider
wrong or unjust. But, we repeat, our special work must
have first claim. First, because there are none others,
that we see, to do it; and, secondly, because the War
has made that work, not less important, but more urgent
than ever.

We are pleased to see that the Labor Leader has emerged
triumphant from its struggle with the Authorities. The
paper, along with numerous other pamphlets, were seized
under the Defence of the Realm Act, and the Editor of
the Labor Leader, with the Secretary of the National Labor
Press, charged with publishing statements likely to hinder
recruiting and prejudice this country’s relations with foreign
powers. The case was heard in camera, but the Stipendiary,
Mr. P. W. Atkin, decided to dismiss the charge against the
paper, and ordered the copies seized to be returned. Certain
pamphlets were, however, ordered to be destroyed, and the
type returned, provided an undertaking was given not to
reissue these publications. There are too few papers main-
tained in the interests of an opinion, for us net to congratu-
late the Labor Leader on its success. The need for such
papers is not less now, but greater than ever.

Writing of Labor papers reminds us that the Clarion, in
spite of a reduction in size, and a curtailing of expenses, has
found it necessary to appeal to its readers for a sum of about
JE20 per week, in order to keep the paper going. The appeal
has met with some considerable response, and we hope it
will achieve its purpose. But the difficulty experienced
by the Clarion in keeping afloat serves to impress us with
the “ miracle ” of keeping such a paper as the Freethinker
alive. There has been no reduction in the size or the num-
ber of pages; everything has remained as it was, and except
for the nature of somo of the articles, its readers would be
unaware that such a war as the present one was in being.
The “ miracle ” of Mons is nothing at the side of this. The
angels only appeared there once. We appear fifty-two times
each year.

But we are not by any means out of the wood, and none
of us can tell what the future may hold in store. Things
may improve, or they may get worse; but one way or the
other, the task of keeping a Frectlionght paper going will
still remain an achievement. We hope that all our readers
will bear this in mind, and will remember that every fresh
subscriber gained makes the burden lighter and the future
more secure. One South Wales enthusiast, by taking charge
of the paper in his district, has succeeded in adding about
sixty new readers to the Freethinker. Every one may not,
of course, be able to do as much ; but we feel sure that
many who are at present doing nothing could do something.
And the sooner that something is done the better for the
whole of our movement.
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Famous Freethinkers | Have Known. '"
John M. Robebtsgn, M.P.

So far, all the famous Freethinkers | have dea ~
in this series have been of tho avowedly ® ~
order of mind; men and women whose cm'
has been to destroy the insidious germs ct »
stition in the minds of Christians and otbei "*re
lead them, step by step, along the road to ~
rational interpretation of Nature and of CBQrond
there are somo who think that the time for a ~d8
attack upon the old superstition has gone,an "jod
systematic attempt to undermine the whole ia &
Christianity by the teaching of modern sci3
rational deductions from suoh teaching”ar Rl
likely to bring about a change of religfdi® ~\

than th8 constant hammering away at . &ote
lacies of Bible t6aoching, or the still older a
effete teachings of theology. oo’

Mr. John M. Robertson belongs to the *afcte xp0ECF
For over thirty years he has been a leading r &
of the Rationalistic Philosophy in this °dInog
by his teaohings and writings ha3 done rauca 9
down the old superstition, and point the r ™
more reasonable theory of the universe, an
practioal and useful philosophy of daily j. it

I first had the pleasure of meeting “jip
Robertson as long ago as 1880. Somebody” &gt
duoed me, when | was quite a young maf. gqi?™
an invitation to lecture at “the Scania " t®
Edinburgh.” | had already lectured at so ooadvk
more important provincial societies in
where the major portion of the audience jo
of the artisan ¢lass, bat 1 had never '7 -
far as Scotland. especially to that seat of le3r «fjl
the modern AtRens—tho City of Edinburgh-
went with a light heart. U@fign, REWRRr 1 yau
that among my audience ware suoh prof?* Rabe 3\
men of light and leading as Mr. J.

Mr. Joseph Mazzini Wheeler, and Mr.

egan >0 feel a little uneasy as to the 8°° |

my leoture. After the ohairmau, in a \eTL Bif

speech, had introduced me to the audience,

my. Part oi the proceedings by giving ®“

recital. .
My impression is that_Mr. Rob)e%&)é& I

- R L= L\ L)
I was trying to shirk or postpone

dreadful leoturo by an attempt to 81,® rjgut- .4
elocutionary skill—and he was probably
all events, the lecture, which was on cti~ ¢

as the True Philosophy of Daily i‘J‘so’«]D
lasik, and afles k bad answered, ia A
fashion, an old gentleman who spoke
Scotoh accent, and whom | had gfOl
understanding, the proceedings close i
into the oommittee-room and wa3 oV
some words of encouragement from ~ for
and other members of the committ”™ ajuway3

N

&3 1 J
t{

W

I was trying to do for Fre6thongbu. f

Mr. Robertson after that. b Wb ]
When in 1884 | saw it announced -.ijg jf

son had been asked by Mr. Bradlaug n

of the National Reformer 1 was delig ™ j ®
member the keen interest with w
contributions to that journal a*#*!
son wasdiDg tO F hOs WhO' Jobo Mackirm-g”;;..
son was hara aE Arran on Novembsr all
parents and relations were extroniCy n8oflf -Y

young Robertson wont through jof /rjef'I

which all Freethinkers have to P g aca
away from early religious 13300iaCjoD3
ships.

The intellect of the average Sia. n
logioal, and young Robertson, who aga
avera%e of that remarkable raoa'~fifdge \Y
soon began to find that his know* ~ {0

history, and philosophy would c°Vj bo{Wuc!"
narrow creed of his childhood,
developed into a pronounced j
advanced type. After having sec
ship on the staff of the Edinb~~
in which, among other duties,

Lif
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~>atio Critio,” he came straight over to the
National Reformer, and worked on it
Sifrfbutor up to the time of the death of Charles
If'agh, and for the last three years of its exist-
C aits editor. In addition to this, Mr. Robertson
agood deal of his time to leeturing on Free-

N in London and the provinces.
'® athletio man with handsome, classical fea-
'thetee ~ea’™ jet black hair, bearded like the pard,
nfs™impressive style of address, and splendid
j\fi?*" ™ powers, these, added to remarkable

< uade him agreat attraction as a'leotnrer
°aoentres throughoat the country. | heard
'F?aqa‘ "@/?ra* coaQions, apd wa8 always profoundl
R i {}(Ugﬁlg methods of egpesp}ftﬁon an%
‘dd@6 P°wWor of logic. He was also a very
U‘asé\b-aII-Q:QdaS & young mdan, ang thi3 é)ower
Haaevelo, to an extraordinary degree durin
L. years 8f P&ty experience. %—Tﬁ@ awil igf
an argument, in dividing and sub-dividing

0 until he had got to the vary heart of it, so
a>Was extremely clever, and then to watch

i, as exposed its fallacies, soon oonvinoed his
~bey were listening to a logician and

Gar the highest order.

. 0 occasion | heard him |ecture before “ the
Ethical Society” at the Surrey

St.2%1 Camberwell, on “ Atheism.” It was
i JL militant Jkind .of nlemllm, Jut Kb]y AltS
and logical analysis of arguments,

lifartrated as Nearly as any argument could the
Mtter We&bneas of the case for Theism. On
iNni,0°c&sion * heard Mr. Robertson speak at
P r@Ek * dinner of the * Buddlaigh Edllowy-
,Q“ -be Shoreditoh Radical Club, and, speaking
Niltoast of the memory cf the late Charles
be deliveved woe of dbe ozl vowipre:
"Jdet_.n%-, masfeerly speeches | have heard on the
fGo»&  bave heard such accomplished orators
Nge Be ~“bliam Foote, Horatio Bottomley, and
Ji devot™ard ®baw on the same theme. Always
, "ubert, memQry of Charles Bradlaugb,
| L S contribution to the seoond volume
t,e of Charles Bradlaugh, by his daughter,
Bonner, will stand as a pains

».____Mman who was sometimes

j~oeatlv O. ¥ mlejndged by the very people

Ct « rove foo 8ervQ-
N idTg G beard Mr. Robertson Bpeak was at

of r 'wbiic Baths gn the Relitical fsituation.
neln™ ati H "hman and a Roman Catholic,
Litrusrgny, He had.very strong prei'udicss against
fi Hen'»f" °n aocount of his Freethought views,
to tu' ~°bortson, in very eloquent language,
4fti0ne good effeots of giving Home Rule to

>j

follow if the same policy were adopted

<4 8oflavalRd” my friend’s prejudices soon broke
bolted into tears. On this oocasion

>4 proved that from constant praotice
into an orator of the highest ordei.
Robertson continued to leoture on
"Nile /or some years later, he followed the

ttN tiJ blr. Bradlaugh and devoted a great deal
dJtly rla® @ political career. For a time he
forward as a candidiate for one

V ~ortbampton whenever a vacancy

S Ac@b 3 tie oofc saooee”™ *n Bradlaagh's
transferred his affections to the
itj din of Northumberland, and in 1906

fimj tIng returned with avery substantial
ﬂ'é%tk' Knb’@r\]/l' \é/\l/qf_.di_\_/_ﬁ_j _____ u”'—)'(r%l'd'ﬁ—agnuusu

bia Le?k °f bis views on Malthusianism,
" Vi R, ° ad°Hty very considerably at a Bubse-

fioorbed Wi Mem of Parlipment he, Boon
ﬁ;\]r: 8 f"m?ﬂIE «o » t;f;j%iﬁu‘uf -uuu—or :.I'L?Jﬁ
V7 hi ~ o”cessary to put forward their
4 u MGrbim. SometimesthatoldParlia-

A. J. Balfour, who still remains
bir!, A ~ alectioians in the House, broke
tal- and *n *Imo Mr. Asquith found it

to thfc°r no~co °f the services of Mr.
..Eib&ral Party, and promoted him
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to the position of Parliamentary Secretary to the
Board of Trade, a position in which he has greatly
distinguished himself. When the Prime Minister,
however, formed a Coalition Government, Mr.
Robertson’s services were dispensed with, but he
was rewarded by being made a Member of the Privy
Council, and his correot title now is “ The Right
Hon. J. M. Robertson, M P.”

But, of course, although we are delighted at the
recognition of Mr. Robertson’s services as apolitician,
we admire him most as a Freethinker. It was, no
doubt, due to his influence that the Prime Minister
some months ago received a deputation on tho ques-
tion cf the Blasphemy Laws; and | certainly hop8
that Mr. Robertson has done something towards
bringing the ease of the freethinking juror who was
recently grossly insulted by Mr. Muir at the Old
Bailey, and told that a man “ without religious
belief” was “ unfit to assist in the trial of a serious
ease,” before the Lord Chancellor, with a view of
getting all judges and magistrates to understand
that Freethinkers are respectable ratepayers, and
when they have fulfilled their obligation and taken
the affirmation prescribed by law, they should be
protected from the insults of barristers or solicitors
in the performance of their duty as citizens.

Mr. Bradiaugh would not, I am sure, have allowed
such a case to have gone unrebuked if it had occurred
while he was a Member of Parliament; and | feel
sure that Air. Robertson will not let the matter rest
till justice has been done and the insult wiped out.

Aa awriter, Mr. Robertson has laid us under a deep
debt of gratitude. He is a man of encyclopaedic
knowledge; his painstaking industry, combined with
his wonderful erudition, has enabled him to produce
works of lasting value to the Freethought Party. His
Short History of Freethought is a classic; the first
edition of it was a wonderful piece of work, but
the seoond edition, which runs into two volumes,
has been oarefully revised and added to, making
it, probably, the finest work on the subject before
the public. Among his other works are one on
Buckle and His Critics, one on Pagan Christs, A
Short History of Christianity, Christ and Krishna,
Pioneer Humanists, and many others too numerous
to mention.

Mr. Robertson onc9 wrote a pamphlet with the
attractive title of The Fallacy of Saving, but in view
of the faot that the Government are now urging upon
the masses of the people to be very economical, and
neither to spend too much of their money ou the
tailor, or the butcher, or any other tradesman; and,
above all, not to spend any money on amusements,
and thus to starve the poor actors and entertainers
out; it would not be quite the thing to recommend
readers to make themselves acquainted with Mr.
Robertson’s arguments on this subject. 1 am in-
formed, however, that a wag of a compositor once
altered the title to The Fallacy of Shaving, which, to
a large number of ratepayers, would mean economy,
and would certainly be quite in accord with tho
present views of the Government on the snbjeot.

Finally, Mr. Robertson’3 genius for work has en-
abled him to produce daring a very busy life a
perfect library of books of incalculable value to Free-
thinkers, and laid ns and the rising generations under
such a deep obligation to him for his services that |
fear we shall never be able to repay.

Arthur B. Moss.

Richard Jefferies.

Riehanl Jejjtrics and Civilisation. By Arthur F. Thoru.
Cd. net. Arthur H. Stoekwell, 29 Budgate-hill, E.C.

It is a siguitioaut faot in the history of the lives of
poets, naturalists, nature lovers, and men of soienco,
that the God-idea of Christians is often negleoted or
dismissed with contempt. Wordsworth was indefinite
and vague in ascribing natural phenomena to God;
Tennyson’'s sadness overshadows his best poetry, and
leaves the question unsettled for himself and his
readers. In other words, there is no decisive nffir-
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mation that the God of pretty flowers is likewise the
God of earthquakes. To this problem the attitude of
Darwin is too well-known to need any comment.
William Blake wrote that no man can think, write,
or speak from his heart, but he must intend truth,
and we must therefore conolude that good and truth-
ful men, untouched by the corruption of material
gain, leave this question of God and Nature unsolved.
From great poets like Wordsworth and Tennyson we
should expect affirmations; instead, we are left with
the dry bones of idealistic Pantheism, flavored with
orthodoxy. In the light of these deductions, the
negation of Freethought can be cheerfully left to
fend for itself.

In the slender book we have before us, the author
has presented Richard Jefferies in a manner that will
appeal to all Freethinkers. It is a revelation of the
heart of aman untouched by the blight of civilisation
and Christianity. Riohard Jefferies had nothing but
scorn for the God of Christians; his soul refused to
worship at the throne of blood and barbaric sacrifice,
and he sought to find something worthier of praise
and adoration. That he succeeded is ably demon-
strated by a perusal of this book.

Who, but Freethinkers, treasure the precious gift
of life ? Who, lookiug on flowers, oorn, fruits, or blue
skies, can think of monasteries and the negation of
life ? Listen to Jefferies:—

“ All manner of asceticism is vilest blasphemy—blas-
phemy towards the whole of the human race....... The
ascetics are the only persons who are impure. Increase
of physical beauty is attended by increase of soul beauty.
The soul is higher even by gazing on beauty. Let me be
fleshly perfect.”

Mr. Arthur F. Thorn, who admirably interprets the
spirit of Jefferies, in commenting on this passage
saysi—

“ Our ‘religion ' is based upon the separation of body
and soul. Hence, we have religious sects which concen-
trate upon the one to the neglect of the other, and in so
doing worship an abstraction which has no real exist-
ence, a mere negation of the body—a nothingness.
Jefferies insisted upon the flesh, upon the beauty and
divinity of the human form; the sweetness of the body.
He would remove from the flesh that stigma of ‘sin’
and uncleanliness which has hypnotised man into a
consciousness of ‘evil."”

Our author is on sure ground, for sin is the greatest
asset of the Church. Whan man ceases to believe in
this priestly imposition, over will go the structure of
organised Christianity. Catholicism was wiser than
those heretics called Protestants, when it held stead-
fastly to all mediums which act through the emotions
—agold, ivory, jewels, music, and the Madonna; but
man will one day realise that there are Madonnas
everywhere around him, and that he has been tricked
by that most elementary form of cunning—the sug-
gestio falsi. Similarly, there will be a reckoning
with these peats of mankind when man discovers
that religion has not given the world anything to
approach the Greek idea of physical beauty. In
its place ha has had thrust upon him priests with
tonsured heads, one of the sections of society whom
Balzac describes as wearing black robes because they
are in mourning for every virtue and every illusion.
It is truly pathetic that simplicity in man is exploited
by a useless body of men who would turn up their
nose at thirty pieoes of silver a3 the price of their
hire; at the same time it is cruel and revolting to
know that the finest part of man is the hunting-
ground of priests. This would bo impossible if it
were not for ignorance.

“The world is not mad—only in ignorance, an
interested ignorance, kept up by strenuous exertions,
from which infernal darkness it will, in the course of
time, emerge.” Thus does Jefferies, with brightest
visions of man’s divine destiny, behold man’s ultimate
emancipation. From heaven does he derive this in-
spiration ? The Story of my Heart convinces ns that
this confused jumble, the Christian’s heaven, had no
part in his life or his works, for he turned to things
nobler and loftier; to things that give graoe and
elegance to the world. The sun, sky, sea, stars,
trees, and flowers, in short, these with human love,
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man is still fighting his neighbor for the bare P |
necessities of his existence proves that, aB7 P it
Mavie ro Fel I§F vital raliigion, 0sinf the wora
highest sense.” Too true, too sadly true,
slobber called Christian love seems as 1° il
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An Open Letter to Sir Oliver

Sir,— ]
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olj /igkt that we, who are fighting your battles for you,
.a” it continually chimed into us that we are
real:ty not so much for our great ideals as for the

ifrjijj °£ the Church of England, which we have
\ oonf °r Nonconformity which we despise? |
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Soldiers religious? The Bishop of London is a
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Correspondence.

'K Jo MIB40LLES AND MR. ARCH.
*y &ty £'elTOR OF "TTHHK fireethinker.”
opl « chin @ Ri has been drawn to a criticism by Mr.
5ij ,MNQo;'!? recent numbers of the Freethinker of an
Hip thees, 80 Nineteenth Century, and as free discus-
.mtNiag repi'n°® Freethought, I hope you will insert
St
HSco | must plead guilty to having made a
°0enf In a reference to Galon | was pointing
X S\« J P~ strongest reasons that have convinced
UfSitl) @6t cribics taat tre author of the Acts
v, es6 , “«pel was a medical man, is that they
~Not fou*'.8 a vory frequent use of words and
elsewhere, except in the Greek modical
* Prov-k*68 Galen, and Dioscorides. Of courso,
was acquainted with these works,
hj ~3 Waui(] e of technical legal terms, common to
ib tt i tovo an author to be acquainted with
-u.‘a p'hook in which they occur. The sug-
U thor 8 fhat Luke was acquainted with Galen’s
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A K. Captain.

i‘h critip- alfeu iu supposing tho main objoct of
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'v C i attributed to Luke. lam
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ins' the (j.-, °’ Sir, though as a matter of fact, |

i8.'U part’ aCO M the miraculous origin of Chris-
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4fJy j°t too ?alnst it, the article that Mr. Arch
the ***aiy a fashion was intended merely
b the oatality of German prjfossors as illas-

fi'ost distinguished of them.
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Professor Harnack, after prolonged study, and on evidence
which to me seems conclusive, has announced his conviction
that the Acts and the Third Gospel were written by a close
companion of Paul, who was Greek by birth, and a physician
by profession. As Luke appears to answer to this descrip-
tion, and as when we first hear of the Third Gospel it is
ascribed to Luke, it would be mere perversity for anyone
who accepts the above conclusions to ascribe it to anyone
else. Whether, therefore, Harnack is (as | think) right
in his conclusions or not, he has admitted the existence
of testimony to miracles of a very astounding kind, set
down for us by a contemporary who, being a Greek, trained
in a Greek medical school, is, as | pointed out in my article,
as good a witness as it would be possible to have of the facts
alleged.

Furthermore, Harnack expressly eulogises in high terms
this witness’s general regard for the truth, sobriety of judg-
ment, and freedom from superstition. But Harnack does
not believe in miracles 1 How, then, doe3 he deal with this
evidence of miracles having happened ? When 1| find that
he simply gives it the go-by, with scarcely a comment, is it
not fair to describe his frame of mind as pure dogmatism—
that is to say, a frame of mind which, once having accepted
a belief, persistently refuses to consider any evidence to the
contrary ?  Such a frame of mind has been common—e
though perhaps not so common as you, Sir, suppose—among
theologians, but it is by no means confined to them, and the
object of my article was to suggest that the attitude of the
German “ intellectuals ” towards the War is due to it.

I have no time to deal with Mr. Arch’s animadversions on
the varying accounts of Paul’s conversion and his subsequent
visit to Jerusalem ; the difficulties involved (which | believe
to be mainly due to want of knowledge) have long been
familiar to me, and | will only say that they are not so for-
midable as to shake my belief that Paul’'s conversion to
Christianity was due to a miracle—indeed, I confess myself
unable to comprehend how else it is supposed to have come
about. But with regard to Mr. Arch’s last paragraph, I
would say that | do not accept “ the monstrous myth of the
angels at Mons,” nor have I met anyone as yet who does.
Far stronger evidence than any | have yet heard would be
necessary to make me believe in the story, but to stamp it
as necessarily untrue appears to me at present to savor of
that Teutonic dogmatism against which all of us, Christians
as well as others, have to be on our guard.— H. B. Sijipson.

P.S.—There are other passages in Mr. Arch’s critique
which seem to show that ho has not altogether understood
the drift of my article. | am, for instance, surprised to hear
that | have represented the case against the historicity of
the Third Gospel and the Acts as being “ an invention of
German professors.” They have no doubt put the case
more fully and (to my mind) more unfairly than anyone else,
but that is a different thing altogether.

CONSCRIPTION.
TO THH EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir,—Whilst much time is spent by Secularists in pointing
out the enormous value of freedom of thought, speech, and
action, | am astonished to find that our attitude towards
Conscription seems one of silence and dormancy. Surely if
we believe as much in the liberty of the individual, what
greater foe assails it than Conscription ?

These are times for reformers to bestir themselves, for we
now see stalking in our midst tho shadow of a system
which, when once riveted on a State, gives freedom a
staggering blow and automatically confers autocratic power
or tyrannical authority. The Yellow Press, combined with
many elderly publicists and personalities who will not suffer
by its adoption, are clamoring feverishly for Compulsory
Military Service, yet we Freethinkers, who pride ourselves
on our free ideals, are standing by dumbly, not offering the
least resistance to this great foe of our cause. | venture to
submit that we are betraying our principles by this inaction,
the consequence being, that those of us who wish to actively
combat the adoption of Conscription have to unite with
movements outside our own with ideals not coinciding with

Freethought. H. Richard Wright.

Obituary.

Wo aro sorry to record tho death of Tom Eynon, of New
Tredegar, who was buriod in tho churchyard of Bedwellty
on Monday, August 22. As a Freethinker ho was always
fearless in his exposure of supernatural religion; his speeches
and debates resulted in creating a host of enemies, who did
their utmost to crush him. As a miners’ representative, he
always proved his worth, and the respect and confidence
of the workers was manifested in tho largo number who
attended the funeral. Only 39 years of age, he leaves a
widow and four children to mourn his loss. The Secular
Burial Service was conducted by Mr. W. Il. Powell, who
paid an eloquent tribute to his memory.—F rank Honeybonk.
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iISUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday
and be marked “ Lecture Notice ” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
OUTDOOR.

Bethnal Greks Branch N.S.S. (Victoria Park, near the
Bandstand) : 3.15, Mr. Burke, a Lecture.

Camberwell Branch N.S.S. (Brockwell Park) :
Davidson, a Lecture.

5.30, W.

Kingsland Branch N. S. S. (corner of Kidley-road): 7.30,
Miss Kough, “ Where is Now Your God ?”
North London Branch N.S.S. (BMnsbhury Park) : 11,15, W.

Davidson, a Lecture. Regent's Park: 3.15, Stephen Hooper, a
Lecture. Parliament Hill : 3.15, Miss Kough, a Lecture.

West Ham Branch N. S.S. (outside Maryland Point Station,
Stratford, E.) : 7, Mr. Finch, a Lecture.

COUNTRY.
I ndoor.

Glasgow Secular Society (Good Templars’ Hall,
street) : Important Business Meeting.

21 Ingram-

LATEST N. S. S. BADGE.—A single Pansy
flower, size as shown ; artistic and neat design
in enamel and silver ; permanent in color; has
been the means of making many pleasant
introductions.  Brooch, Stud fastening, or
Scarf-pin, post free in Great Britain, 9d. each.
Exceptional value. Only limited number in
stock.—From Miss E. M. Vance, General
Secretary, 8. S., 62 Farringdon-street, London, E.G.
N.B.—Note compulsory slight advance in prices.

THE LATE
CHARLES BRADLAUGH, M.P.

A Statuette Bust,

Modelled by Burvill in 1881.
Freethinker.

An excellent likeness of the great
Highly approved of by his daughter and intimate

colleagues. Size, 6J ins, by 8f ins. by 4J inB.
Piaster (lvory Finish) ... 3/-
Extra by post (British Isles): One Bust, 1/-; two, 1/6.

Thb Pioneer Press 61 Farringdon-street, London, E.C.; or
Miss E. M. Vance, Secretary, N. S, S.

All Profits to be devoted to the N. S. S. Benevolent Fund.

THE

This Society was ormed in 1898 to afford legal security to the
acquisition and application of funds for Secu'ar purposes.
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By G. COHEN.
Issued by the Secular Society, &&
A clear and able exposition of the
the only adequate light—the light of eV
CONTENTS.
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Consciousness, Deliberation, and Choioj "Vm ‘"tijg
Gansequances of ketermioism,—V. Professor — 1lifiP r A

Dilemma of Determinigm.”---VI. The Nature an

of Responsibility.—VI1I. Determinism*“and"Character.-
‘Oblem in Deiorminism.—IX. Environment-

PRICE ONE SHILLING Ner

(Postage Sa.)

Roricor 1'C
The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon-street,
(LIMITED)
Company Limited by Guaranies.
Begittered Office— 62 FARItINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.O.
Chairman of Board of Directors—Ma. G. W. FOOTE,
Secretary— Misa E, M. VANCE,

N
but are capable of re-election. An Annual tj,8 '
members must bo held in London, to reci
~iw Directors, and transact any other bus: _  gooieV' ,&”:

The Memorandum of Association sets forth that the Sooiety's
Objects are :—To promote the principle that human conduct
should be based upon natural knowledge, and not upon super-
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Pricslplss sS Ageds.
H ~FEIs® teaches that conduct should be base on reason
j%et'we3ge. It knows nothing of divine guidance or
~dsh*106m*t exc’'ndes supernatural hopes and fears; it
Sijl,"PPiseas as man’s proper aim, and utility as his
Saide,

a®rms that Progress is only possible through
% jOw'ich is at once a right and a duty; and therefore
tattlove every barrier to the fullest equal freedom of

sTf aotion, and speech.

, declares that theology is condemned by reason
<mt 'iT“8* and hy experience as mischievous, and
SE aa "™ 0hi8*«i° enemy of Progress.
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a l0?-°? aH hereditary distinctions and privileges,
P«it antagonistic to justice and human

fov
{.toW*'IpaiiyO]?.601 by »11 just and wise moans of fee oon-
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FREETHOUGHT PUBLICATIONS.

Libebty and Necessity. AN argument against
Free Will and in Savor of Moral Causation. By David
Hume. 82 pages, price Id., postage Id.

The Moetality of the Soul.
With an Introduction by G. W. Foots.
postage |d.

By David Hume.
16 pages, price Id.,

An Essay on Suicide. By David Hume. With
an Historical and Critical Introduction by G. W. Foote,
price Id., postage Jd.
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