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ioijj *S diseases of the mind as zuith those of the 
' ’ u>e are half dead before we understand our dis-'%sl

and half recovered when we do.

Atheism and the Law.
Qj -----*-----

'lengthv i ^imes’ its issue for August G, devotes 
P̂Peal ■ *̂nS article to the deoision of the Court 

;?is, a ‘i ln Bowman oase. That decision is, it 
'¡[»a ¡0 ^m entous ” one, and it “ marks a revolu- 
> the a .c.onatitution of the country.” I agree 

®018ion is a momentous one, but it is surely 
35 m th k langnage and faot to call it a revolu- 

■5,4sQQed n ^  ®nSlish constitution. It is rather a 
i ]aw . explicit statement of the present state 

that .In r0iation to Freethonght propaganda. 
1» °ipnhr 8 °.̂  iaw—£o say nothing of the

v ° °i)inion—^as ^een steadily developing 
Vi all u!ara’ decision may, of course, come

¡0« o 8 force of a revolution to those who, 
^ 0e Wish to father the thought, have per-

•ij V̂es ^ a t  mGr0iy t° attack religious
fftohS 8tl» a criminal offenoe. Others will have 

¡J taa£> if the law allows an attack on re- 
i ^Poa i‘la'nno£' logically refuse protection and 
tfUy perm°. i'hose who are doing only that whioh is

ilQ -°n why the Church Times regards this 
Gffeoting a revolution in the English

the s! 18 UQW for the first time legally recognised that 
kujj .°m°tion o£ Atheism is perfectly legal, and that a
W * « *  purpose will be enforced by the Courts..... •
for tj, Ca as a limited company may bo lawfully formed 
P0tpQ Promotion of Atheism, Athoists are for practical 
atul .P8 as much established as the Separatist Churches
Mhe: “e Roman Catholics.......For Secularism and
W * t h e  decision is no doubt a great triumph. 
t̂>it P:°. 1 dissentients from the established religion,

°f JDs!yi0 rights have been given them by the Courts 
la^ Ce’ aud this in the teeth of overy tradition of 

^Cetoi' fu future, so long as they abstain from in- 
With J anKuago, the Secularists may cover the hoardings 
0 ateat» Picards they please ; they are at full liberty 

dotsitn tea*; £rnst for the endowment of their views,
the a° of tb •°re *on" fho Chancery Courts, in the 
CjL^Udren f r Paternal jurisdiction, will be removing 
Pth^au mnfk a ®ecnlarist father from the care of a 

h  5c‘Plos nftt,er’ teat they may bo instructed in the 
0i unbelief.”

^8,'« al ?laU8e of the concluding Be° b0n̂ eei"i ask, 
J ï  saroaatio ” ; and yet one J  con.
b ^  Eniightened law, consider
vjhe f.,iQ̂ 8es, would in any enoh children, 

tnness o£ a parent tohavecharg church
to religious opinions. The Uvunn

$ M S » *  S= t  
^ * 5 » . J Î S A - -  - 6,therl^Jt V tht.
S l bibv''sU',a bln 0 Mother in whose oare the ohildren 

on’6 ’̂ Presumably the Church Times 
toPlnion that a bad religious parent is 

01 good Secularist parent. In tho

Middle Ages, when the practice of scientific medicine 
was praotioally confined to the Jews, and their com­
petitors were ignorant, miraole-working priests, it 
was openly taught that a man had better die with a 
Christian priest than live with a Jewish dootor. And 
the Church Times evidently inclines to the opinion 
that it is better to run the risk of growing up a 
blackguard with a Christian parent than become a 
decent citizen with a Secularist one.

In other respects, the writer places his hand upon 
a point of real value. The judgment, as he says, is 
courageous. It is the first time—so far as I am 
aware—that a judge in an English court, in allowing 
the right to full criticism of religious beliefs, has had 
the courage to face and use the word “ Atheism.” 
Other judges have implied as much, but none have 
deliberately used that expression. Lord Coleridge, 
Mr. Justice Phillimore, and others have admitted the 
right to critioise—in becoming language—the funda­
mentals of religion, and this implies the existence of 
God; but they have not said that one was free to 
teach Atheism. That was a tabooed word, a dan­
gerous word. It was left on one side, much as many 
people prefer to veil their Atheism under the more 
respectable forms of “ Agnostic ” or “ Rationalist.”

Now, at last, the word has been used by a judge 
of the Appeal Court; and used, not in aooents of 
horror, but in an ordinary everyday tone, as con­
noting a form of opinion that was entitled to the 
same respect as other opinions. In commenting 
upon Article (a) in the Memorandum of Associa­
tion, Lord Justice Warrington said deliberately that 
it involved the teaching of Atheism, and his judg­
ment showed that in his opinion—and in the opinion 
of the other two judges—there was nothing in the 
teaching of Atheism, per se, that could be considered 
wrong in the present state of the law. When I 
heard the judge say this, I scored a heavy line under 
the notes I was taking. I recognised it, not as 
creating a revolution, but as epoch-marking. It 
showed that this ancient bogey was losing its terror. 
It marked the tremendous advance made by public 
opinion in the course of little more than a generation.

For this pronouncement of Lord Justioe Warrington 
we have almost entirely to thank Mr. Cave, the 
opposing counsel. I do not know what his friends 
thought of his speeches, but to me they gave every 
satisfaction. I said at the time they were delivered 
that they were admirably adapted to defeat the 
purpose he was trying to achieve. Mr. Cave is a 
K.C., an M.P., and a Privy Councillor, but his 
speeches showed that he was quite lacking in that 
power of psychologic insight which is essential to a 
good pleader, either at the bar or elsewhere. He was 
constantly harping upon “ Atheism.” That bogey 
appeared as terrifying to him as to a mediaeval 
monk. Over and over again in both Courts ho said 
that the Articles of tho Secular Society, Limited, 
amounted to Atheism. Atheists, he said, had never 
been relieved by law (I shall have more to say about 
that presently). Other people had been relieved— 
Unitarians, Jews, Roman Catholics, etc., but not 
Atheists. Mr. Cave not only said so ; he evidently 
thought so ; quite ignoring that the Oaths Act of 
1887 deliberately provided relief for those who were 
without religious belief. More, he quite as evidently 
thought it only right that Atheists should oontinue 
outside tho law—at least to the extent that, while
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not punishing them, the law should not assist 
them. And I mast do Mr. Cave the justice to 
say that his horror of Atheism appeared to be quite 
genuine ; it had not the ring of an argument merely 
adopted by a counsel in carrying out his brief.

Before judges of almost impregnable bigotry this 
constant emphasising of Atheism might have had the 
desired effect. Before any other judges it had a fata! 
defect. It ignored the psychological truth that by 
over-emphasising a thing one suggests its opposite, 
By insisting that a bequest to the Secular Society, 
Limited, might be a bequest for the promotion of 
Atheism, Mr. Cave must have inevitably suggested 
the question, Why should not that form of opinion 
known as Atheism be assisted by means that are 
open to the promotion of other forms of opinion ? 
Is there anything in the law that forbids the pro­
motion, in a decent manner, of Atheistic principles ? 
Mr. Gave forced these questions on the notice of the 
judges; one part of his case rested on that issue. 
He forced the judges to notice it, when a wiser 
man would have realised that the less said about 
it the better, and the stronger would have been 
his other arguments. And the judges faced the 
issue with courage. They accepted Mr. Cave’s dictum 
that Article (a) involved Atheism, and declared in 
set words that the teaching of Atheism was not 
illegal, provided it be done in a decent and becoming 
manner. Mr. Cave deserves our thanks.

So much for the psychological aspect of the sub­
ject. So far as the legal aspect is concerned, I cannot 
find any clear evidence that Atheism, per se, has ever 
been counted an offence at law, nor that there has 
ever been a case of a man charged with and punished 
for Atheism. I am quite aware that some judges have 
held a denial of the being or providence of God to be 
an offence at law, and also that as late as 1841 a 
Boyal Commission declared that the law forbade 
denial of the being and providence of God. Never­
theless, I cannot find any record of any trial for 
Atheism as a separate offence, and in nearly every 
case the charge of having attacked the belief in 
God has been accompanied with the charge that it 
has been attacked irreverently, or mockingly, or 
with contumely, or blasphemy. Consequently, the 
reply to Mr. Cave’s plea that Atheists are under the 
ban of the law because they have never been ex­
pressly enfranchised, as is the case with Jews, Catho­
lics, and others, is that it is an open question whether 
they were ever outside the law. That they were 
subject to disabilities is unquestionable. But this 
disability appears to have been generally in con­
nection with heresy or blasphemy, and any change 
in the interpretation of the Common Law—under 
which blasphemy trials have always proceeded— 
must be taken to affeot Atheists as it affects others 
who dissent from orthodox Christian teaching.

When, therefore, the Church Times says that “ To 
safeguard the conscience of the Atheist, to meet the 
sentiments of a sceptical society, the judges have 
wrecked the law of the ages,” one need only inquire, 
What law ? They have said that people may teach 
Atheism if they do so in a becoming manner. They 
have also said that a legal society may exist to pro­
mote Atheism, provided that its Articles contain only 
those things which may be taught in a becoming 
manner. There is, of course, the possibility of a 
society acting in an unbecoming manner, but if it 
does, it incurs stated legal penalties, which it may 
bo called upon to pay. But they have not wrecked 
“ the law of the ages.” Judge after judge deolared, 
even beforo Coleridge, that the law did not punish 
opinion, and although some dissented from this view, 
it is enough that it was there, and it proves that 
more recent judges have only expressed in a more 
deliberate manner a well-marked tendency in English 
law. It is to the honor of Lord Coleridge that he 
gave an authoritative and, I believe, final statement 
to this view, and decisions since have shown that 
the law upon this point may now bo taken as 
settled. C. Co h e n .

(To le continued.

“ The Day of Destruction.”

It is a peculiarity of the Rav, R. J. Campbell °Lb3 
City Temple, that he labors under the P01 .flB 0[ 
delusion that by some auspicious intBrven  ̂ . 
the Deity it has been his good fortune to Pe° ¿\ 
farther into the mystery of human lif0 " 0
others. In a remarkable sermon, bearing 1 ^
which forms the heading of this a r t i o i j ,  
appears in the Christian World Pulpit f°r “ in 
this characteristic of his teaching is to be jj, 
great prominence. His text is 2 Peter j11, 
and he begins by making a few astonishing ^  
Bions. One is that the Apostle Pater did no ^  
this epistle, though it was written in his 
the author was is not known, but he had the ^ y  
to represent Peter as predicting what was base5 
happening as he wrote. Thus Mr. ^aD? 
his discourse upon verses in a fraudulent 
Though attributed to him, the following a
Peter never used ieij'

“ In the last day3 mockers shall come et0is 
walking after their own lusts, and saying.' ^
promise of his coming? For from the ¿¡̂ ey ffeti
fathers fell asleep, all things continue us 
from the beginning of the creation.”irom tne neginmng oi tne creation. . jjjO

Already people were getting to realise that ff0re 
promises were made to bo broken. Tha n100, point- 
disillusioned disoiples. Whether their o1.3. ^ C8* 
ment led them to renounce the diecredi ^¡r 
religion we do not know, though Pr0°a J, 
being mookers indicated that they followed sob- 
no more. Mr. Campbell acknowledges «ha „of» 
apostolic age was “ a period of disillusion^0  ̂’j

coOrl
tb«
tW“fW«UUU BBO ,

Christian ™if*• Wk° expected maoh ° t iJ’ ¡̂¡e
answer to thiSI°n Ta3 an i&noniinioas faDare* .Jja. 
aionTd i f  “ oekcry indulged in by the 

6d> °°nfcaiued in this epistle, is only-i oil Con ^3
claims tho fraudulent nature of a l l yB)
calls t'hic * COn̂ se' ln a forged letter, aSthls> °ne is not surprised to fiad foil®« #.
dered^nf and fabIea treated as facts. ^
n Z t ?  modern English in th e  Twentieth &
New Testament, 2 Peter Hi. 5-7 reads th u s .-

.......  their eye8They [the mockers] wilfully shut tb e^
also—fnr a&° heavens existed; aUU/"„ter,e-* med out of water and by the action of a0tJ' iu .4 t.„ *v,/anrae moans teethe fiat of God; and that by the same i»“““'  of * 
which then existed was destroyed in a u® 3 g9D]0 ... 
But tho present heaven and earth, by * ¡ng tePV; 
have been reserved for fire, and are 0 — g<$c < 
tho day of the judgment and destruction o

As a matter of fact, the world was never $e.
in a deluge of water.” In many n , 10 
legends to that effeot, but history 0o r ^
sneh a oatastrophe. Mr. Campbell . j, tb° K f  
of the truth that the prophecy with w jftst 6 $; 
extract closes “ has, especially within th°\y 
ation, fallen into the background o . v?b;¿w 
without being formally repudiated. , . a 0  tb° 
it fallen into the background of Chlia yoiflH0̂ ’^  
Simply because it has never i,ee°fartb®f 3 0$  
because, in our day, fulfilment seem0 ¡¡¡er 
ever. In uttering that prophecy the pagfl° r 
giving expression to a widespr°a vh «n#.
Readers of Cicero are perfectly 1 
notion of the destruction of the ear«“ 
was a well-nigh universal expectatio 
the world was at hand. b®11 J0 »Uuu wPjfioj, io u.u “»iiu.the temerity with his text, Mr. u“y  ¿¿e - 
0{ the universe B38er̂  that its prediction of* b f
™oay with modern kaow ifc’ is ia
Here is the modern 6006’ wbioh w0 p°f tbe

“ The Z o Z  T deri° S °f  Pal
that day tlio 1,,.^° Lord wlJJ come llk°
cicwonfswih h' r 08 wiU Pass away f  j  tbe
ar>d a 11 that is in UP and dissolved,

That is 1  ihn . lb Wi!1 bo disclosed.” _
to support -?l y  with absolutely no scJCc tJ si/ ^
fĉ sts the sS;nf-cdeed’ Mr- CawpheUbf,-itbtacientiQc theory of the w°rId
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“the'008: graut3 that, according to science,
:j!Iv ?niverae is self-sufficient, self-contained, eter- 
pnjjjj? ^as>” and that “ mankind is one of its 
Ho jni s’ bat no more permanent than any other,” 
ioaa n<1 being at the back of the process, and 
;j a eeaed. According to the religious theory, 
put an c°otrary, “ God made the world, and will 
¡0 Ca en̂  to it when its work is done, but only 
'8veion 0a an  ̂ compiete in some other world the 
*, of the immortal souls he has brought
tbgg ^tence on this material plane.” Having 
iir. q atied these two theories in his own words, 
Hot ¡JPbell unblushingly declares that they are 
?!ner„i °°aoilable, bat that “ a viewpoint is slowly 
Ihati8 p^bich will Anally absorb and justify both.” 
Cental ainPbellism jn all the majesty of its funda- 
;5j^jp^tradictoriness. Its puerilities are amongst 
'i8of A w°n<lers of the earth. It is an absurd mix- 
;Cjot3 eJeleyi9m and Kantianism, but would riot be 
ftiloSOD, °y ebb0r the Irish Bishop or the German 
“̂take 6r' reverend gentleman is radically

»hioh jT whea he avers that it is the ground on 
;6tat0u&â  r?8n of science, as well as theologians, 
•bis ejaj ® "&king their stand. He has been advancing 
Hi, ,or many years, but it is an absolately false 

8̂hav lllr ¿ankester and other leading soien- 
jfji ? rePeatedly pointed out in books, pamphlets, 

'»iivep S0, And here, again, Mr. Campbell gives us 
He 0a Pl0 °f his lack of any practical realisation

" It Btata 0f tbiaK9 :~
^ H i v! t 6  a long time before the prevailing views 

*’ ■ I have spoken will be completely harmonised

^ST J.5 , 1316

y this■U1!J or any other means. And the situation at the 
to moment in Christendom bears a striking resem- 
-j, “Ce to the one brought before us in this chapter. 

. ^believer—I  use the word in no offensive senseinto;-
W“k?in8 that he cannot find in the world any inde- 

aQl‘Jens of Divine guidance and benevolence, 
hitli u are n°t a few Christians who find that their 

given way under the strain of the dreadful 
•Ij a, s|Qister period through which the world is passing.
K 2 fc? bbat there is" not muoh room for rosy 

Iri finch a world as th is ; but our supreme 
n„lB,b°w on earth a believer in a God of in-good ear in a oanever in a uou oi

iCottÌ2ihi«n98s an  ̂ love °an b8 anything bub
öl

> 1,

an
0itQan Pea8imist. Mr. Campbell’s description_ -__iiu . a

any and its people shows conclusively what 
hypocrisy underlies his religious faith, 
adhesion to Christianity is as general ana 

s  R?to 8ay the leaet, as Great Britain’s, and as 
and earnest prayers for victory ascend 

Jj Otar.1 er £rom that country as from our own; yet 
„ e °£ the City Temple is not ashamed to 

01 B°l0mn faot that Germany s intention 
H a S  ‘̂ -Christian, that her conduct has been 
,% £ !  Q£ aH Christian principles, and that that 
i  l i O ^ b y  we are at war with her. We are 
S j  bhat this is what the parsons almost to a 
¡« Vest Q; bat we are strongly convinced that 
^  lt0Ofl;̂ 6,a^er of the various documents con.jain-
ST the various documents contain­
ed ^  tbe~ir’’'U0 corr0ePoa®lenC0 ^bat took place 

dl®0rent countries concerned prior to "«on nf ,--------  ^____  - i ___

L Q® divo Br 01 
N  a !01?.0-!’0

tit; ,tconr.i?.n.o£ war would ever dream of ooming v.QCmsiOr. WT.X1.. ..sis?*»-Hm 6>r bran, — —------- --  — r>--------
k, UQ of Christianity is the only genuine 

V  Cp.yv.. : l he sun

Pars*nU„S10t1, With their usual insularity, the 
tti.fHir k„uary of all shades take it for granted

r'H b iegard f 8tatement of the Agnostic point of 
• Hl 6̂ inaiV,x . bb0 War is moderately accurate.

u xln *8 bbat all history, the history of 
0130 whit loss than the history of 

\ 0!'bg q ^eSatos wholly the postulate of an 
all if ££ 3a&tice and love, and that this 

M IhRta8 boi'rors, is only a more than usually 
Harntv.0.?, o£ bhe general negation. HowS S ? > b e l lr-L̂e ? Igir"\l a00li to break the foroa of this 

kf|8t lQat fe r.lng the past, with it3 endless list 
for S 0aa wars waged in the name of 

l Ji t — "“e establishment of his so-oalled%H«iP!vinQ • ar0nd gentleman says that “ this 
0 by ^ g o i e n t , ” that “ God’s verdict upon 

they . bb0 world has been living is to 
H t i / , ^ 0vitably produce in misery and 

b0 world has been living by low,

unworthy, and wicked ideals, who is to blame for it ? 
If God sits as King for ever, as Dr. Campbell Morgan 
so repeatedly assures us, “ all surface facts notwith­
standing,” does not the state of the world at any 
given moment, particularly at the present one, furnish 
an overwhelming proof that the dogma of the Divine 
sovereignty is the most stupendous lie ever invented 
by misguided and deluded man ? Is it not onder that 
so-termed Divine Sovereignty that false ideals of 
living have been permitted to gain their ascendancy ? 
If so, why ? If not, is not God dethroned and suc­
ceeded by the Devil ? We believe in neither God nor 
the Devil, and dismiss the belief in the Divine 
Government of the world as the veriest of myths, a 
survival of mankind’s primal stupidity that ought to 
have vanished long ago. We are but children of the 
earth, and of no more value in our mother’s sight 
than the grasshoppers upon the summer fields. If 
we are foolish enough to quarrel and invent all sorts 
of frightfal weapons to slay one another, she lets us. 
We are descendants of fighting races, and the blood 
of battle still runs in our veins. The word that we 
are all brothers and sisters long ago went forth, and 
there have been brief periods when we seemed on 
the verge of a practical realisation of our essential 
solidarity. But hitherto each such period has been 
followed by a time of hatred and strife, when the 
strong nations seemed determined to subjugate or 
exterminate the weaker ones. In the world’s history 
steady progress has never been, and possibly never 
will be, experienced. We advance for a while, and 
then retrograde almost as much, and sometimes 
more. Our only hope lies in the ultimate triumph 
of humanitarian ideas which work, like leaven, in 
the meal of our nature. The altruistic idea is 
slowly gaining ground, and we trust, though but 
faintly a3 yet, that the time is coming when egoism 
and altruism shall kiss each other and begin to work 
harmoniously for the welfare of the race as a whole. 
Even now, while the War is on, we can all do some­
thing to bring the two closer together.

J. T. L loyd .

Ä Prison Paradox,

“ Rough work, Iconoclasm, but the only way to get at 
Truth.”—Ouvait W endell H olmes.

“ Stone walls do not a prison make,
Nor iron  bars a ca g e .”  — L ovelace.

“ You see how this world goes!” is one of King 
Lsar’s pregnant exolamations in the greatest tragedy 
penned by the master-hand of Shakespeare. Gloster 
says he sees it feelingly, and Lsar replies that a man 
may see how this world goes with no eyes, which is 
sightless in Gloster’s case :—

“ Look with thine oars: see how yon justice rails 
upon yon simple thief. Hark in thine ear : change 
places, and handy-dandy, which is the justice, which is 
the thief ? ”

Lear, even in his ramblings, gives terse, pungent 
expression to thoughts extraordinary for acuteness 
and depth ; but be seldom surpasses this transforma­
tion soene, in respect to suggestive import and vivid 
presentment.

The paradox is explained by the history of religion. 
Read the story of the jndicial mnrder of heretics, 
Jews, and witches. Read Foxe’s Book of Martyrs 
and Wheeler’s Dictionary of Freethinkers. See how, 
through many ages, independence of mind was killed 
off and servility fostered. For many centuries 
Europe was given up to the Church as a sheep to 
the shearers. With thumbscrew in hand, and 
calumny on the tongue’s tip, the “ Bride of Christ ” 
did her awful work. Thus it happens that some 
prison records are bright spots on the scroll of 
history. There is an unfortunate affinity between 
pioneers and prisons. Many of the noblest men and 
women in history suffered long and cruel incarcera­
tion within the grim walls of prisons for their devo­
tion to truth. Prisons have thus not infrequently
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been glorified by the halo of the martyr. How many 
brave soldiers of the Army of Hamaa Liberation 
have rotted in gaols ? How many men of genius 
have solaced their imprisoned hours with their pens, 
learning in suffering what they taught in books ?

The ancient priesthood commenced the work of 
persecution. In far-off Athens, Socrates solaced his 
prison hours with philosophical pursuits before he 
drank the deadly hemlock among his sorrowing 
disciples. The Christian priests, mad with fanaticism, 
sometimes dispensed with the mockery of a trial, 
and, as in the oase of the unfortunate Hypatia, 
resorted to murder. The great Galileo, when he was 
old and poor, suffered in a Roman dungeon, and 
Roger Bacon was on two occasions imprisoned—once 
for a period of ten years—on the oommon charge of 
heresy and magic. Yet he, too, like Galileo, dis­
turbed the pious ignorance of his contemporaries 
with ideas of discoveries that were to be realised 
after his death.

Nor can we forget that the hapless Giordano 
Bruno, perhaps the greatest martyr of all, suffered 
the horrors of a cruel imprisonment before his tragic 
end by burning at the hands of the hired assassins 
of the Great Lying Church. Thomas Paine was 
another fine illustration. To relieve the tedium of 
the loneliness during his captivity in prison he com­
posed part of the world-famous Age of Reason, a work 
for which many brave men and women afterwards 
Buffered imprisonment. It was while in the Bastille 
that Voltaire wrote the greater part of the Henriade, 
a tribute to Henry of Navarre. The priests were 
always anxious to arrest Voltaire, but thanks to his 
influence and position, he always evaded their eager 
clutches. Richard Carlile, his family, and associates 
had more than their share of pains and penalties for 
daring to defend free speech. Carlile himself suffered 
nine and a-half years' imprisonment, and his family 
and shopmen divided among them about fifty years’ 
confinement. Think of i t ! One small circle of 
acquaintances serving, between them, sixty years in 
prison. That warm-hearted poet, Laigh Hunt, 
calmly endured two years captivity for satirising the 
Prinoe Regent, afterwards George the Fourth, of 
indifferent memory. Thomas Cooper, the Chartist, 
was no stranger to the interior of a gaol. His 
Purgatory of Suicides wa3 another instance of mind 
triumphing over captivity. Ernest Jones, another 
Chartist leader, also belongs to the roll of men who 
have, by the resources of genius, converted a prison 
into a palace of thought.

Another noteworthy prisoner was honest John 
Banyan. He was not a Freethinker, but he spent 
twelve years in Bedford Gaol for Nonconformity, 
and wrote part of The Pilgrim’s Progress while there. 
Banyan had an excellent humor. When a Quaker 
came to visit him, and deolared, in his snuffling way, 
that the Lord had ordered him to search for John in 
half the prisons of England, he replied, “ If the Lord 
had sent you, you need not have taken so much 
trouble, for the Lord knows I have been in Bedford 
Gaol for years.” It is a singular coincidence that 
the authors of two of the most popular books ever 
written should have been not only contemporaries, 
and of the same nationality, but both imprisoned in 
the same country. Daniel Defoe did not write 
Robinson Crusoe while he was imprisoned, although 
other worfcs of his prolifio pen were born of his 
captivity. Cervantes, a greater writer than Banyan 
or Defoe, and one of th8 foremost authors of the 
world, was held captive by the Moors for five years.

Among the host of noble names of those who have 
suffered imprisonment, we have referred only to a 
few, and most of these were apostles of Freethought. 
For them the darkest night was jewelled with the 
brightest of stars; for them there was a budding 
morrow in every midnight. For them there was 
nothing irrevocable, for their eyes were ever looking 
forward.

Freethought is a far wider and nobler creed than a 
merely religious one. It has its roots in intellectual 
necessity, and, deeper still, in ethical right. It is 
based on the psychological law of human develop­

ment, only apprehended by a few choice ®Pir ^ 
ages, but, latterly, taking on a new signified . 
a fresh urgency. Perpetually reaffirmed r̂0.m 
ation to generation by unnumbered examp16̂ . ^o!i 
selfish martyrdom, from the days of Hyp®*1» 
of Ferrer, it is to-day changing the dire® 
character of the ideas of the civilised world- 3̂ 

Freethinkers have ever been the most P0̂ ® 
of progress. No other men are discussed eo sjsprogress.
a3 these apostles for freedom; but m»| 
their life-work, the men are greater, 
the superior people, stoned by the vulgar.

ou»-'— ,
gnifleeat

!
they

at ty 
ha« 
rid®

many trials to submit to. They see charlatans 
by in their carriages, or, in other words, m“r\  ji 
success of humbug, while they find that intellec1 
honesty is not a paying career. Yet good aod t. 
men and women have had to submit to this » 
ment. Charles Bradlaugh, prematurely aSed Djfii 
ngne .or liberty, saw honors showered cn men , ^  
to black his boots; Ferrer, fronting the rifles 0 
soldiers, had to find his triumDh in his own . 
science. Mr. Foote had to listen to the m f j  
voice of the judge tolling him that he badvoice 01 ime judge teinng nim im*™ ^  -  m 
his great talents to the service of the &
in their hours of apparent failure, these ^  ^  
triumphed. They were martyrs who m‘s -¡.¡jont ̂  
but not the pain3 of martyrdom, heroes o 0f #  
laurels, and conquerors without the jubilft“1 ^oi\i 
tory. Laboring not for themselves, but f°r ^  ¡nih 
and the coming generations, for them l  o 
ence as far-reaohing as the utmost reach 0 
wave whose crest they sometimes were. s

The World’s Premier Plant.-11,

P  (Continued from  p. 507.)
tbhd cotton producing

cf tha Mooi la 80 strikingly different to
2 y n e s8 of Jt» d s  of America. The
to a cons¡dJ»h,Egyptiaa c,imafce has, however 
of woodm-fni ^  ° ex!'er,t overcome by the cons ^  
with th en  :rrIfia^ °o  works, whioh furnish th? rS- 
Tre nnder nCnf , Sary “ ^ ta r e . About 1 ,800,000*  „
within tho °i\r?n’ and ni’o®-tenths of this •

Ita - In  1906 th0
to 1 500 non K8,°f  500 Jb‘ *aoh, and the crop ^  . 

Thl bales in 1912.exotin ™0tt°n ucder cultivation is chiefly £ £  tif 
arieues, introduced into Egypt darj' -  XV?a laf

nineteenth century. —  jun-“''„/i n'
astically promoted by the Frenchman. j82 ¡;
the administration of Mahemet Ah Q cofid ¡]< 
wards, with striking success.^ is fr v l f
related to the Sea Island species, wm gayS9 
regarded as a native W est Indian p‘0D ’ ¿¡»jj
authority:— ,„ into*01'

“ Egyptian cotton in 
between average

con in length of staPl0 Up13®
------------------ Sea Island and a.ver Jjficb
has, however, certain characteristics ¡;.!
to be in demand even in the Unite“ g 
during recent years, E gyptian cotton j»jP ^  
about 80 per cent, of all tlio ‘ foreign c 
These special qualities are its fineness 
ticity, and great natural twist.”

These qualities commend the oottoo
a 0°'

pc

: cl
turers. fjO

There is some promise that in %
one of oar greatest granaries, t par" 
Pharaohs is also destined to pl01̂  cott° j# ,  
enormously increased production a$. 1Pg0 v 
the ooming years are certain to »e _ b^eS’ 0lc.r!.

t  #

UUU JLJgypUlttU uiup Wttb UUllOljr a T&WYu JjfW jjl
the constant increase in its yiel“ g rjti^{¿¿if
siderable eeonomio importance to t pr°
It is true that there was an incre»® -oe o® ( 
India during the Lancashire cotton tbaI it>\t 
by the American Civil War, but a j.ractld f {w# 
was ended and the period .re<̂ °pg,inei  ̂ - 
States had set in, America easilr 
command of the market. America»
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■’1»inŝ tai  ̂ nnliko all other cotton
ijujj® lat»d9, continued to steadily develop her 
HjuJ a^er the close of the Confederate War, 
V ^ e d e  that the Nile country “ has taken 
i!njin_'!ar̂  810P in the eighty years sinoe she began 
Still [ bales to Liverpool.”

i |¿ ¿ “'k o g ’long years to oome, the cotton world 
ijjpj j,"° .Pay little heed to the crops of India, 
fet, ’Qj 0881a> or Brazil, when it considers the pros- 
tk»-" 100 impending season’s supply. For morek\ IhreH “̂ s-fourths of its raw ootton it depends on 

American States. In 1912 out of a total 
yja Production of 22,500,000 bales, the United 
:v S raiaed 14,885,000 bales. Cotton is the main­
sail 111016 than one million Amerioan farms. It is 
Sit*? a highly profitable crop, although perhaps 
•.M fleP0odent than any other leading agricultural 
¡]tton0t on hand labor. And “ Dixio Land,” the vast 
O ja n tr y  °£ ^he South, is without doubt better 
•iliet °y Nature for the culture of cotton than any 
In Ar,e,a °n the surfaoe of the globe.

V th  lon fco tb e  w° o1, a hnge snm is E° W ma3Sijllj 0 manufacture of cotton oakes and oils, meal, 
other commodities. For a century the 

5tj. e»a Planter consistently wasted his cotton 
W , 8Qher truth, the seed was placed in the 
'AiL 7 rubbish, to be disposed of in the easiest 
>;o ¿ “«»Mr. Down to a quarter of a century 
6 lint » g*D8—Whitney’s invention to separateSi,., from the _wo». ontnBii^

C l  60, that
seed—were actually erected over

itnn . Vllttu the seed should be swept away by
8tream. In the interests of the public

■Dove o^ 3 the State laws compelled ginners to
.Ojthe destr°y the decaying heaps of waste seed.
;• the s 3?0rinooe value of cotton seed as a fertiliser

1 ’ aa a food for cattle and sheep, as an4, ,|l0r of - - -oil,. 6X| , mi, or for more sinister purposes,
'S Vtiin 8a’ But this is now quite ancient history. 

tv>-8 °t rfrw cotton

no

seed is now estimated at 
million dollars, or about 

of the complete crop, and 
« Urns purposes are the manufactures

'5 eqw . °ts of the seed being put, that Atkinson, 
Iti .n> >B C----* - .......... b

■'6fth of0?,0 hundred 
MD°h i,, „tbe value 
^by.pí^útabie

18 convinced that it  would pay the ootton 
"%Vit0 CGltivate great crops of ootton, eve 
Helvbot® so lint, but yielded seed alone. Uafatt, 

hen the cotton farmer became aware of the 
S a l  fertilising value of the seed, there was too 
St#» ■ tendency to employ it  as manure, u 
S  i*8 Oow gradually recognising that i t «  muo 
Still00?111'0 10 feed live stook on ootton seed oak , 
:-3 iVtibtain three-fourths of the fertilising P « P « -  

°rdure oast by the animals, when th is l
VkstJ to the soil. Yet, writing as late as 1907, 

"in ^°0 complain that-
S t ^  in which the authors live, about

•^ilise* 8 wort  ̂ of c°tt°n see(* mea  ̂ *s use<*v Z  wkick means that 2,500,000 
ïhn Ui aRtionuS 0̂es ôr nothing, and is a
< > C rtuul interests

dollars in 
dead loss

S 8f comm 0l* PrePar®d from cotton-seed is of 
 ̂tb°̂  hnij eroiaI value than the cattle-feeding 
Ce fitter Produ00d by the crude oil processes. 
6 ° the far>mm°<aifcies are of weightier conse-

y8UQâ ?10̂ • Refined ootton oil is termed 
S t ? 8 W j?7’ ,and the finest quality of this is 
S l i  8 o]eor.r ° ’b -f-his liquid is largely utilised 
X t \ 0omDnfiu-rgarine. bntterine, and even enters 

to prg °n °f “ batter ” itself. After being 
S t  ?0t&bie 'ssure, prime summer yellow becomes 
|?J ^?a°titie ^ar*i the salad-oil of oommeroe. 
'tiSsf e* hat-°f snmm0r yellow are exported to 
■Sth ^ed ,-1U.s Dn<Iergone certain ohanges, it 

that -nto “ olive oil.” It is interesting 
1 iK 0 larger part of the “ olive o il”% 

1,1 v6 !° the
It

States
part
is in no way related to 
be imported from Italy, 

summer yellow speoially 
olive oil.”

•’"a and*8 adso nsod 1D b̂e Pr0Paratl°n of 
*3 hink] °ther commodities. In this form 
!®HqiQ  ̂aPPreoiated, and is new retailed 

name as cottolene, But the uses

it i® tree.
IV  8libpivk-c may 1 

A ' ¿ d  laben'fh grade
e i cd as oliv<

N j .o i lN
*ts

to which the products and by-products of cotton seed 
are at present put are inconsiderable in comparison 
with those that are to oome. Still, it does seem a 
pity that the products of a plant so incalculably use­
ful to man should be degraded to the purposes of 
dishonest trading. Adulteration is one of the worst 
blots on modern manufactures, and not the smallest 
of its sins is the barefaced manner in which it mis­
applies some of Nature’s most gracious gifts to human 
kind.

Assuming that forty gallons of oil could be drawn 
from each ton of cotton S89d produced in the crop of 
1905, it is a fair estimate that 71,000,000 gallons of 
oil were in that year extracted. The money derived 
from the orude oil alone amounted to the respectable 
sum of 14,280,000 dollars.

Very cogently indeed is it contended that just as a 
cotton factory takes raw ootton and turns it into 
finished goods, so on the plantation should the agri­
culturalist dispose of his cotton-meal and other seed 
produots, and transform them into such desirable 
assimilable artioles as beef, butter, milk, and oheese.

As previously intimated, it is sadly inefficient in 
the ootton planter to employ his cotton-seed meal 
as manure, when it is so precious as an animal 
feeder and fattener. The raising of kine for the 
table and the development of dairy farming may 
together proceed with the highly remunerative pro­
duction of ootton. The cotton-meal that is, or was 
until very recently, exported to Germany to feed its 
dairy oows might be muoh more profitably used at 
home. From the researches of organio chemists 
it appears that cotton-seed meal stands above all 
other vegetable foed-stuffs in the percentage of 
assimilable protein it contains. While not to be 
recommended as a diet for pigs and calves; both 
horses and mules flourish when fed with it in 
moderate proportions. In stated quantities it forms 
an ideal feeding material for dairy cattle, and is 
claimed to make butter as good as the world pro­
duces. It is greatly superior to corn meal and 
similar foods in increasing the supply of milk, while 
it is hard to exaggerate the primeness of the meat it 
produces when it forms part of the diet for fattening 
beeves. These details may perhaps seem irrelevant 
to anyone but the Amerioan farmer, but agriculture 
is world-wide, and such facts as the foregoing may 
have to be taken into consideration when other States 
enter into serious competition with the New World 
cotton grower, or raise within their own domains a 
large percentage of the raw oofcton their mills con­
sume. It is quite conceivable that Old World 
countries may be driven to these things, and at 
no remotely distant date.

We will now glance at some of the enemies which 
wage perpetual warfare with the ootton plant, re­
serving the romance of the rise and progress of 
the remarkable manufacturing industry in Lanca­
shire for final treatment. With frigid impartiality 
Mother Nature has evolved the beautiful cotton 
plant, together with the multifarious cotton para­
sites that are so difficult, in terms of Theism, to 
explain. Numerous insects prey upon the plant 
wherever it is cultivated. In Greece several cut­
worms assail i t ; in India it is attacked by boll- 
worms; while in Australia a red bug injures the 
orop. But our knowledge concerning the pests and 
diseases that affliet the cotton plant is most fully 
complete in eonneotion with the Cotton Belt of 
America. And this will be fally understood when 
we learn the extent of the evil which the Southern 
cotton planter is compelled to suffer. The foes of the 
cotton orop are all very small individually, but their 
coliective efforts, if we accept a conservative esti­
mate, damage the ootton to the tune of 60,000,000 
dollars (12,000,000 sterling) annually. For 40,000,000 
dollars worth of damage a little beetle, the cotton 
boll weevil, and a couple of caterpillars must be 
held responsible. When Nature gave us cotton, 
she oortainly did not forget to mingle her favor 
with a sharp spioe of malioe.

In America several of tho inseot pests which now 
infest the ootton lands have transferred their affec-
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tions to cotton within recent generations. Their 
former victims now enjoy a certain amonnt of im­
munity from attack. Bat as cotton culture has 
become a more centralised form of tillage, and its 
production more intensive, the shrub has become 
subject to diseases special to itself. Moreover, many 
of the plant’s inseot enemies have more firmly 
adapted themselves to a cotton diet, and were the 
details of this transformation more completely known, 
we should doubtless discover various valuable evi­
dences relating to the evolution of animal instincts 
and habits.

One fact stands out clearly with reference to dis­
eases affecting cotton. As a rule, these pathological 
phenomena are much more marked in those areas in 
which cotton is constantly cultivated. Where there 
is no variation in the kind of crop grown on the same 
soil, the life-oyols of the disease germs escapes all 
interruption; their development suffers no check, 
and the maladies to which their activities give rise, 
tend, in consequence, to reappear with increasing 
intensity with each succeeding season’s crop.

Two outstanding diseases attack the cotton bolls; 
a couple menace the plant’s roots, while eight ail­
ments injure the leaves or stems, or even assail 
both theBe important organs. Among these maladies 
is Anthraonose, an ailment caused by a fungu3. This 
parasite preys on the plant during every stage of its 
development. It attacks the seed leaves as soon as 
they appear above the ground, and it ravages the 
larger leaves and stems. But the parasite’s chief 
crime is the production of Anthracnose in the bolls. 
This disease is a serious danger to the planter, more 
particularly when it becomes epidemio and, unfortu­
nately, its ravages cannot be stayed. A remedy for 
this malady may be found in the evolution on Men- 
delian principles of some resistant strain of cotton 
which will prove impervious to the parasite’s attacks.

Root-gall is generated by a nematode worm which 
infests the tissues of the roots and produces patho­
genic galls. This pent is not only directly injurious 
but, indirectly, hurtful as well. The harm induced by 
the root-gall worm makes easy the entrance of the 
wilt-fungus, another root disease. This malady is 
most prevalent on soils in which the nematode 
worms are abundant. T> F p ALMEEi

(To be continued.)

M en ta l E v o lu tio n .

There was a land—it need not matter where—
Of love and legend ; once I sojourned there :
There shone the sunlight of the mother’s smile 
That sweetened all that else were harsh and vile: 
One goes, one ne’er returns; but in sweet ways 
And rustic nooks there mem’ry ever stays.
When I  was there—dear, distant, pensive when 1 
I mind I was a “ thinker ” even then ;
But much confused, untutored, all unskilled, 
Foolish, ambitious, feeble, pickle-willed ;
I knew not what the many currents were,
The floods of hope, the ebbings of despair,
Until Experience came with thought mature 
To set me on a footing more secure.
Truth made me sad, anon I loved the true ;
And, still athirst, my clamorous questioning grow— 
A sea of doubt unrolled upon my view.
A gloomy sea, with chill forbidding wave,
And faint the light the far horizon gave.
Slow rose the Sun of Reason on the sight,
A tangled, cold, austere but steadfast light,
A cheerful beam, and steady, not too bright;
Then ocean smiled, the vapors fled apart,
And poured the morning fragrance o'er my heart.

Such ¡3 the birth of mind—the second birth— 
Such is thy travail, and thy hope, 0  Earth !

A. M.

le id  Dïops.

After spending a great deal of time in wr^'DT0?e s'*1*■» J.UOI Ml ICUIV uuun \J*. »11 tuv   ohftVD H‘
power and immense influence of Christianity, a00' a gaisll 
belauding the Salvation Army for its work, * *• ^¡1 
Begbie now writes in the August issue of » , 
Magazine on “ The Rout of Religion.” He has ^^jjies 
drawn any of his books from circulation. Tbey  ̂ĵ potei'- 
sale; so those who wish to read that religion >■* «aj 0jJ 
and those who wish to read that religion is all-P°ff . joar 
both bo satisfied. It is veritably a case of PaJ 0 
money and taking your choice.

Mr. Begbio’s article turns upon the fact that g3y=. 
been impotent to prevent this War, which, Mr. And t® ̂  
is at bottom a war for commercial supremacy. A ¡j b>: 
that “ religion is only impotent in this crisis J>°®a ttij 
been impotent all along in that which has ¡j b»d
crisis.......Religion could not prevent the War bec*0.̂  ^
not previously prevented commercial competjtion > ^  tr»;
stop the War because it has never attempted to “̂ 8rci»j 
wars, or sweating, or price-cutting, or trusts, or c ,0vesc; 
selfishness,” and ho is quite certain that God . ffar. , 
all this quite as much as he disapproves of the 
suppose that we must take Mr. Begbie’s word i o t aIl,h 
approves or disapproves; and we believe that, a If- 
knows as much about this as anyone else. O“1/  . a:oua.1»3“
prised that Mr. Begbie has not spent some .
°? PriIce-pntting, low-wage, competitive corâ el̂ eHî i 
of too Salvation Army instead of writing doubtfully 
stories of the conversion of usod-up burglars and 
drunkards.

of bis i oerCf,

Religion, says Mr. Begbie, has hitherto been a Io0̂ tt i» 
and has done nothing. “ I t  has played no active! 
existence.” This is not quite fair to religiou. 
a very active part in existence. I t would have bei¡¡¿J 
for the world if it had not dono so. Religif 8 
exactly that measure of moral sanction that P . 8i>
masses of people to submit to commercial explo»a‘ cf W 
soothed the conscience of those who were gnlltyit ¡¡>v\ 
exploitation. Human nature is so constituted tba *nd 
find some sort of moral justification for what i' c0oPc' 
re.igion provided the justification in this case. , sc$l 
it may be said that if not the religious sbibboj® ’ y 
other shibboleth would have been found ; and tin .g0tl 
®°- xlThe historic fact is that in this case it was re‘ %d' 
did rue trick. I t pauperised thoir minds, and so 
exploitation of their bodies.

be

is, 11.0 Watl9, /
Finally, Mr. Begbie thinks that when df a^f pr  many, mr. jaeguit) uumu.o u-uevu *---- f Wv

religion will make a fresh appeal to man faith0 
“ endeavor to win the whole world to the r_^ y?iil

' V
4*

uiiutsavui. hu wiu uiio vyuuau -- . • ^
real Christ.” We do not donbt that rehfl gatf6’ 
a fresh appeal to mankind, that is part or pe
unfortunately, there are always enough shano^i' jjffet»
to encourage it. But that it will be essential'y^^ 
the future to what it has boen ïn the PîŜ f ry
moment believe. The religion of a ooau^gtabla y ^ 
meant the form cf faith that is most Pr t
dominating class, and it will continue so. ^  r e >
religion that will get preached, because t b a boUli 
that will get paid for. And we have beard" ô0],
Christ” before. I t is the plaything of eve
stock-in-trade of every charlatan. It lST‘ . mthe folly or the fashion of the moment. A“ *° t 
the politician turned parson, and of the par oDiy * 
tician. There is no “ real Christ,” there 1 ¡oD -- ;i..
that is made in this or that fashion as the oĉ  gggb^«■-’

s V

I t has required a European War to make 1 
that religion has been a failuro in the past.  ̂ ^-¡[ coc 
would be needed to make him realise that i“ 
great a failuro in the future ?

The Sunday Pictorial says that 
force iu the State. His

Mr. H°rSî d ^ f
services^ ^ ¡ “jy ! J  p :

ste1
slio«-

more and more by tho Government.” Cert»1.0 
of his piety, we suggest that he be made Mi°lS 
Worship.

vvB°se W..
Mr. R. F. Colam, K.C., Recorder of Croydon> 

is carpentry, had his portrait reproduced in a„ 
under the heading of “ Recorder-Carpenter-unaer tne noauiug or - aucoruer-vju.u'— , -p 
forgot to mention that English people wors 
god. ___ . /

rV fi‘' ^
The clergy are fond of having a finger in 

the Archbishop of York has made a few d»ys riicaS 
British Fleet, and during the trip relig1003
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1 on Q»n ^*onjet ,,uncay afternoons and a week-day morning. We 

Sin,. ,, “is Grace preached on Captain Noah and the 
aWe voyage of tho Ark.

Jl
i ̂ 19 n° limit to human folly when religion or any form 
isger „nP®rnatural is in question. In Paris a music-hall 
t j^  5?1118 that his incoma had been seriously affected 
i spirit i Hit upon the notion of turning himself into 

• , agency. He formed a committee of spirits, 
Tolstoi, Gambetta, and others, with King 

;iajes 0, a®borary president. Seances were held, and the 
''idSatc .‘l18 departed encouraged the faithful to contribute 
^natq V ° 1̂0 snPPort °£ the ex-music-hail artiste. Un- 
*fcdv ^j0r him the police raided the house, took him into 
:k pt0r>an,v ^‘sP0rsed the community. Tho next stage of 

-m11®8 1̂11 be in the police-courts. Maybe the 
the allowed to call King David as a witness

;i tale is
the rounds concerning a former Bishop and 

‘¡«hop JeQ burton. After a hot debate on evolution, the 
“J, ii rj,, marked to Burton, pointing to a pictnre of a mon­
ition r /i?  *s y°ur ancestor, Sir Richard.” To which 
»1 What f , " *n that ca8e> my l°r<3, I have progressed. 

i!Se!ajn y°ur lordship, who is descended from the

!es ProQy'Sâ on caHod the Pure Literature Society adver- 
6 oireni ’?.enfly that for sixty-one years it has promoted 

'°1 tHnv ■10n “ pure, healthy, and gospel literaturo.” 
Journals issued in Fleet-street would fill this bill.

parson has enlisted, and the papers are 
^ easutQtn '̂Hurch Militant. But one swallow does not

assured his congregation that her due punishment is now 
being inflicted:—

“ God was present at all that. He heard those words, be 
witnessed those deeds. He saw their irreligión, their anti- 
catholicism, their rebellion against bis law and order.”

Thanks 1 A more convincing argument for Atheism was 
never elaborated by any Freethinker.

Religious folk are bombarding the troops with tracts and 
pious publications. A soldier, writing in the Sunday 
Times, says: “ They mean well, only their efforts are not 
always as good as their intention. Somebody sent our bat­
talion a gross of 1 Holy Living and Dying.’ We sent them 
over to the Germans; they seemed more suited for that 
quarter than for U3.”

Canon Hoskyns, preaching at Brighton, took for his text 
a cartoon from Punch, the world-famous comic paper. Truly 
a jolly disciple of the “ Man of Sorrows.”

Commenting on the legend of the “ Mons Angels,” the 
Daily Mail says “ We know the names of the evangelists 
and tho apostles. Their written and verbal testimony con­
cerning miracles is accordingly received with rospect. But 
we do not know the name of a single person who saw the 
vision of. Mons.” Th e Daily Mail overlooks the fact that 
the Gospels were written generations after the alleged 
miracles, and that it was highly dangerous to criticise 
the stories.

From the virgin chalk of the Chiltern Hills at Wendover, 
at a depth of several feet, a geological specimen of marcasite 
has been found, which geologists declare to be some millions 
of years old. This is long before the Biblical date for the 
Creation.

■Hly ‘ â Eulalia, of Spain, who knows the Kaiser in- 
JH eiw ?8 *hat ^  he had not been born a king he would

clergy persist inttarr “ rQb‘gious leader. Yet tho 
ai8er a Prussian Atheist.

ijv? Jles aro v'’iGi the Rev. T. W. Jex Blake, late
,:j..78o. g8’ who died recently and left estate valued at 
lT‘ag to pJ i a must be a terrible handicap to one 

“er the Kingdom of Heaven.

The Germans are hustlers and the Turk is not. “ Before 
the Germans knew him,” says the Daily Mail, “ the Turk 
used to fold his hands and remark that, as Allah was so 
great and good, one could take things easily.” Presumably, 
the Turks are now sweating tallow-candles.

Providence again! At Erie, Pennsylvania, U.S.A., a cloud­
burst placed a large part of the city under water, and did an 
estimated damage of ¿>6600,000. Up to the time of writing, 
twenty-seven dead bodies have been recovered from the flood, 
but it is feared that the death-roll will exceed fifty.

Germany commemorated the completion of the first year 
of the War by a series of addresses more or less saturated 
with religion. The Kaiser gave an address, in which he 
asserted his belief that God was with the German Army, 
and that he would conquer “ with the help of God.” The 
Catholic “ Army bishops ” issued a pastoral letter, in which 
it is declared :—

the history of journalism have newspaper 
besj .CJ. su°h large sums as they do now to procuro 

‘:>t' 1SsUe an mation,” says the Evening News. In the 
^  the r ustrated article describes “ Gaby Deslys in 

^oas of her Pet Dog.”

i t S i eto -----
W )1* had °r Sebastopolis, Dr. J. S. Vaughan, attributes 
S ̂  Ci4thop ’aracter to tho Almighty. Preaching in the 
\ S'°> .........................  ■  -- -  -i. It? of 1C Cathedral the other Sunday, he said that 
' il:r' bf ^  8vory nation is little else than a history of its 
. it; arsi however, the bloodiest and most savage
Hit- Hot the*10' ^ b a t  is the cause of this terrific con- 
Si»i!, qC(-|,arnbition of the Kaiser, not Prussian snili- 

’ ( 8 Wrath against Europe as a whole. The»
¡ ÿ a L * 5  w ï L M^ ta r  y m en  a n d  th o  F a th e r  of th e  

. .b e n  t h e v  <3iHr»1pn.Rn h im  h e  Hcourpfcn tilinmQg to the h o  sco u rg es th e m  
H e  h a s

th e y  d isp lea se  h im
. --¿rge„ , e n ° rm ity  of th e i r  s in s . j.j.u uuo «»m  hu

b,5« a “ h is  d isp o sa l, su c h  a s  p e s tile n ce , fam in e ,
war. We do 

alone being the
.Hi*0 hlauf0’, earthquako, and, above all, 

of he^German Emperor, God al
^ ar- Europe had fallen into such an 

4 6hoto ,r . ellion against him that he was obliged to 
A i W hand.

■;>5j ^ShtfQ^ab knows all about it. God has seized the 
iran ah his scourges, and is wielding it without 

he,0?»-'8 the chief sinner. She had turned her 
•ri Maker, she had rebelled against the Church,

H ProPer^> thrust tho religious out of the

H i^ > \a n d  forbidden any mention of the name 
Being by civil servants, and Dr. Vaughan

the crucifixes from the walls of the col-

“ We are fighting this War not only for our country, bat
also for Christianity......The masks have dropped! We have
to fight not against flesh and blood, but against dominations 
and powers of darkness and evil. But the spirits of evil 
shall not triumph. The Christian blood which now flows in 
streams over the battlefields shall not serve as cement for the
building of the Anti-Christ......We are sacrificing these rivers
of blood in conjunction with the precious blood which daily 
flows at our altars to the Heavenly Father as expiation for 
the sins of the world, for reconciliation with Him and for 
the attainment of a general Christian world’s peace, such as 
the allied Emperors have set up for their object and as we, 
together with the Holy Father, are daily praying for.”

When it comes to religious exhortation, Germany is not a 
whit behind the other countries engaged in the War, and we 
believe that its piety is quite as genuine.

Germany appeals to religion, and prays to God. That is 
sheer hypocrisy. We have a Day of Intercession, and pray 
to God, and say that we ara fighting for Christianity. That 
proves oar sincerity. An impartial onlooker might well ask 
why religions professions prove hypocrisy in the one case, 
and are called “ blasphemous,” while, in the other, they are 
evidonce of a nation’s sincerity and its conviction of the 
righteousness of its cause ? Why not label it as so much 
elaborate humbug, and take it all as being equal proof of 
sincerity ? It is this sort of thing that makes one despair 
of either sanity of view or breadth of mental grasp so long 
as religion is allowed to dominate men’s minds. Misled we 
may easily believe the German people to be ; blinded by 
their military leaders we believe they are ; but their use of 
religion only proves with them, what it also proves with 
US;—that it is used to bolster up anything and everything, 
and rightness or wrongness has nothing whatever to do with 
it. It would be a bad thing indeed for Britain if it had
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nothing better in this War than a religious justification, and 
no better guides than religious ones.

And what does our “ Day of Intercession ” amount to after 
all ? On the day appointed for the service at St. Paul’s, ten 
bishops each sent a message to the Evening News. Their 
messages all took an identical form—they all said it was a 
time for prayer. Naturally, prayer is their trade; and they 
were pushing their business as hard as they could. They 
were all convinced that God would answer their prayers. 
So is the Kaiser, so are the German bishops, so are German 
Christians. And how will the issue be decided ? Not by 
such solemn tomfoolery as Days of Intercession, even though 
the performance is organised on a national scale. It is the 
longest purse, not the longest prayer; the man in the trench, 
not the man in the pulpit, that will ultimately decide the 
issue. Wars are often caused by religion; we have never 
heard of one that was ended by it.

August

fraternity and fellowship is universal amongst the 
in the Empire. If we were running a Christian PaP 
should not care to dwell upon this point. It mign ?. _g jn 
the retort that the only thing that could unite Cb*18 
fraternity and fellowship was the prospect of ku > » ¡s 
another. And when the War is over the Pr . jnternal 
that all these Christians will recommence their ^  
fighting at the point where they dropped it in order 0 
someone else.

The Paris paper, France do Demain, publishes a 
from Petrograd, stating that many Russian sentine9 ^
that they have seen the famous ghost of General .yoD, 
in a white uniform, riding on a white horse. The app ^  f0r 
according to tradition, always marks a critical^nao^

_(-.>»1 Vh
the

the armies of the Tsar, and invariably causes a ter- ,
ranks. How amused and _B,ceP_h|A jjdin the enemies’ ranus. now amusea »uu -—<• , 

Horton, and the Vicar of Clifton, and Miss Marra ’ 
thoso who believe in the Angel Host at Mons will be

Mr. Arthur Machen wrote a descriptive account of the 
service at St, Paul’s for the Evening Neivs. He says that 
during the process of the service it seemed to him that three 
“ invisible ” angels were seen from the choir. One carried a 
vial of blood, another a vial of tears, a third a red flame. 
They represented the blood that had been poured out, the 
tears that had been shed, the third the high resolve in all 
men’s hearts. Mr. Machen should be more careful. Since 
he invented the story of the angels at Mons he has been hard 
at work trying to prove that it was an invention, and not a 
statement of fact. And we shall not be at all surprised if, 
presently, some one writes an account of the appearance of 
these angels, and Dr. Horton discovers some letters from 
people who were present testifying to the genuineness of 
the apparition.

“ This War has come just in time to savo out 
character from rapid and terrible deterioration, ,Jj,0ast 
Bishop of Exeter. Of what value is tho cler* n? 
that Christianity strengthens the character of a na

The Germans are as degraded as “ the cannibak^^ 
Southern Seas,” says Earl Spencer. Just sol An ihet a”“ 
is a Christian country, and the home of Martin U 
the Reformation. .  ̂ jo &

“ Satan’s Daughter ” is the titlo of a story ru a i  
leading newspaper. We did not know the D 
married man, but his chief rival had several sons.

Journalists turned Christian for half-an-hour to report the 
Intercession Service at St. Paul’s Cathedral, London. One 
newspaper referred to it as “ A Nation at Prayer.” This 
was incorrect, for the majority of the inhabitants of the 
British Empire are non-Christians, and the service was 
conducted by the clergy of the Government religion.

Preaching at the Intercession Service at St. Paul’s 
Cathedral, London, the Archbishop of Canterbury quoted 
Martin Luther. Yet so many of the clergy tell us constantly 
that all Germans are Atheists.

Although Providence is said to count the hairs of our head, 
and to watch the fall of the sparrows, it did not prevent the 
death of an eleven-years’-old child, who was burnt to death 
in a house at Finsbury Park, London.

The “ Russian Army ” myth was succeeded by the legend 
of the “ Mons Angels,” but the latter seems to be first 
favorite, and the story is travelling across the Continent. 
According to the newspapers, soldiers in the east of Europe 
have seen a “ white figure on horseback.” A mounted angel 
should be as comical as a sailor on horseback.

According to the Daily Mail, an examination of the jewels 
in an altar-cross at a Worthing church has revealed them to 
be of imitation coloring. This is by no means the only 
“ imitation ” associated with tho Christian religion.

The Christian Commonwealth, in noting the decision of 
the Court of Appeal re the Bowman case, wonders whether 
the change of opinion in relation to bequests to a Freethought 
Society is a proof of tolerance or indifference. So far as 
religion is concerned the two things go together. When 
a professedly religious community becomes tolerant towards 
non-religionists it is prima facie evidence that it has become 
more or less indifferent concerning it. I t has reached the 
point of recognising that religious belief is not vital to good 
citizenship, and it has become less certain of the truth and 
value of current religious conceptions. Historically, at least, 
toleration of non-religion and indifference to religion have 
gono hand in hand. That is why religious persecutors 
have been men of intense religious beliof. We have never 
been amongst those who believe that it is un-Christian to 
persecute. On the contrary, we conceive persecution to be 
the cardinal Christian quality. Given absolute certainty of 
tho truth of Christianity, and the suppression of heresy 
becomes the most important of duties.

The Methodist Becorder says the year of war has been a 
year of religious revival. Most of tho clergy have given up 
singing this tune, although they kept to it as long as was 
possible. The only evidence that the Becorder offers is that

E. L.” (Rev. Edward Lewis?) thinks it is ratb00es-. 
ous to talk too much about “ Providence” just no ‘̂ e0 v>1 
in the Christian Commonwealth, that “ at a tan gafety ® 
lions of prayers are being offered in Europe for cast>au,
/loov Anoo 11 fa r»r»lvr nnOWfll1 IS tllGdear ones,” to which in“ ,list, this doctrine AT., °.n!y aMwor is the awIU‘ Zh 
to “ unbelief thin u ®pecial providonce”  tends rauc .¡¡,e 
doctrine of '  ‘ belief’” But if there is anything**jt

should bo taught. What Mr tdoctrine shmiU ,  , at Mr. Lewis implies is uesi»be» tb « .  <■ ‘b» *<“
4

Printers’ errors are often very humorous, 
sent some verses to a newspaper on the btu“.s
sacrifice of the soldiers, whom he described as print

Recently afV
subjef, ^

roses drifting forth 
broken noses."

to God.” This apps»!

thisSoldier, if You were Shot Dead — . is
Heaven or Hell?” TblS,? l  A»0'

red

it *bef!
itb«‘would You Go To ? Heaven or Heu i ,:n6. a" to

a cheerful leaflet distributed in the prep*t$e
happy effort is entitled, “ Eternity 1 rp0ral, ¡lOifl0
Meet Thy God 1” Criticising these tracts, j0 &t 
Thompson, in the Sunday Times says, “ * p„0t 0CD<1 
cannot do better than that, they had bette 
thing.”

THE COUNTERBLAST. ^  
I t ’s strange that God should fasb t°

The yearth and lift sae hie,
An’ clean forget to explain the sain 

To a gentleman like me.
They gusty, donnered ither folk, _

 ̂Their weird they well may dree- 
But why present a pig in a poke 

To a gentleman like me?
They ithor folk their parritch eat

And sup their sugared tea, ., ^ a t  
But the mind is no to bo wylod '

Wi’ a gentleman liko me.

d>
I t s a different thing that I  deinsn 

Tho’ humblo as can be— , , aD,
A statement fair in my Maker s 

To a gentleman like me •'
A clear account writ fair an

bro»14.

An’ a plain apoligie; aod 
Or the deevil a ceovil word to

From a gentleman like me. ¿¡ytf’
BobertW*
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To Correspondents.

!S<>tislv̂ 0IiORAEItm •E'dni>" 1915.—Received from March 15 : 
î Vom ?°anowleaged, £131 11a. lOd. Received since:— 
*bespi ,' ,P® Town), £1 la. : H. Courlander, £1 10s. Gd.; 

Weadale Freethinkers, 3s.
'We

"let °wman appreciate your congratulations on the issue of
case, also on the quality of the Freethinker week

May we say that this could only be done by a staff
/•ltd tn°JDat bave their hearts in the work and are, thorefore, 
K 10 S've of their best.
.“'It,
h

"Thanks for cuttings. 
Myth very soon.

Mr. Cohen will be writing again on

/I at an““ long as the legal decision is with us, we are 
' j.N.̂ ivron1116̂  abou(i the “ gates of hell or heaven.”

Shall appear, but owing to quantityr̂ SS. received.
«ilS4to an<f cannot promise its publication for some weeks.

JJti, ___ , __ _____________
Icicle iû  hberality of the editor of the Essex 
.: ftialj that'-p11® boih ®î es a hearing. Where this is possible 

Cities A<reeMunkers should take full advantage of their

l Bu!!!tin__hand  ̂  ̂ I ______________
Our strictures on the press boycott did not exclude 

0Medaê u?̂  ®̂oeptions, and we are only too pleased to
City

A vixjg coin sides a hearins. Where this is nnsi
,wh]

‘C8S0S.__
i’’t,lin]ter ? ,reply to “ E. B.” Glad you think that the 
'X n CtJ tain8 dignity and sanity, in spite of the
i > H . l w eofthetimes-
• Eton's i are not surPrised that you are disgusted with 
^ . a na T ‘e* en‘ tha‘ an Atheist is never seen in the 
vj?*» the ret 6 nonsense about the Mons Angels. As you 
i. 'tgs ate «. .?a‘’ and are at present in the firing lino, your 
; /*sl»teulen?1y accounted for. Still, it does not do to take 
Chapters f *‘°° s.eri°usly< Glad to know that you read 
V? asked fn„ trom Bible Romances to your comrades, and that °r more.

V story~óf'.Tman'53 ôr congratulations, and also for send- 
that p) w The Comrade in White.” This is one of the 
i- • -Gorton helped to circulate. We have filed it for: D,y- U88ln the future.

f l o o t e d ' n)‘~:Received. Sorry to learn that the War 
.¡iav«iiot L ? ’ but ft is not surprising. We are afraid that 
t» 13 re8pepi exPerienced the worst, although we hope that 
C^s.-Of may prove a falsa Pr°Phet.
C > i  exiqt°-nrs?’ We wight pay more attention to ■_____

;?&t we areIb the social sphere, but our silence does not
1 atta
:hens

S°N, Jhe

tak ip ®?t alive to their existence. And do you not 
t), °0taprehov,a- ln8 ahuses we do that we have a suffici- 
i S J  6n?,D81ve Job on hand?

name was mentioned with the gentleman’sand■V^gain ^VPProval, and he must be taken as the 
\) Re(i in "g a matter. The other part of your letter is
V, _ §ar Plums ” in reply to another correspondent.
■'.|y,*hfe88ion ii6 regret to learn of your illness, and hope that 
i noPhrno0,11 mval.id ” refers to a passing indisposition 

v B you cite is often associated with the name
'•■vrX haye J76 believe it is of much earlier origin. Mr. 

ĥani,„ „ sec* if. but he never classed it as his own.
5,N< 1 for Papers.• -cm. «ud,_-

X ' X  f to learn of your efforts on behalf of the
.'%*?» theE?n ’ many thanks'
X ,  the Freethinker should be addressed to

’ London, E.C.
N . h°at TQp??t reach G1 Farringdon-Btreet, London, E.C.,
• V X o  *“f^ay, or they will not be inserted.vH  th,'*'sa i1,G Passat»» n,CwsPaP°rs would enhance the favor by 
ll%6( p teratnr to whi°h they wish us to call attention.

'>Xitn 1ä8> Gl ?̂ °uld he sent to the Shop Manager of the If «or, Barringdon-street. London. E.f! n.nd m  toingdon-street, London, E.C., and not to

o? t°h7 ai d M direo‘ from ‘ho publishing r. fne world, post free, at the following 
118 year, 10s. 6d. j half year, 5s, 3d. j three2a.

'aifl

K „ Personal.
i> .X *  .

KV . . *
:5'h 'î qss linker and my very old friend, 

a t  »'i68 me that he has been for a 
\ V T thed A ^er8^°ji> and I am glad to see he 
iiftitj* X v e involved in being under a seiz-

°fQcero j 1 fear myself in this respect. 
■■L\, 0 iaoQ , do not frighten me, neither do I 

of 6 retn«ttle. 8Pe°ial oonstable. But to be 
V'ih ti°Qtlerntn? time to add his voice to the
Vs5 itflo 18 Bnto iations over the result of the 
N’v'Vs ia tt ĥ an case. “ The judgment of the 
% X 3 yoq n 18 case is as wise as it is just,’’ he 

Qiy deserve all the kind words 
eQn\ alai'ions you are likely to reoeive 

It I'" M instrument as the Seoular 
X  8ar‘ Moss thinks “ it is singular that 

hia time as the three judges pro­

nounced in favor of the legality of the Memorandum 
and Articles of the Secular Society, Ltd.,” a learned 
barrister should go out of his way to insult a Free­
thinker, who had fulfilled his legal obligation by 
affirming in accordance with the law ; by telling him 
that being “ without religious belief ” he was “ unfit 
to assist in the trial of a serious case.”

X * *
The insulted man ought not to have submitted so 

easily in this case. Mr. Moss thinks that “ such an 
insult should not have gone unrebuked," but the 
insulted man should have insisted in acting on his 
legal right, and claimed the protection of the Court. 
Instead of which, he appears to have walked out of 
the Court with sheepish docility. I cannot say his 
conduct surprises me, but it cuts me to the quick, 
for he occupies one of those inferior positions in the 
Freethought Party, which, if not heroic, should at 
least be marked by the courage of self-respect. Mr. 
Cowell cannot plead that his Freethought education 
has been neglected, for he has had a long course of 
Bradlaugh and Foote and other leaders of Free- 
thought, which was bold and even aggressive. But 
perhaps Mr. Cowell may recover himself, and ex­
claim with ancient Pistol—who was pulling himself 
together after swallowing the leek—“ All hell shall 
stir for this.” * * *

But let me end with something more palatable. 
Mr. Moss, who is far from being a bad judge in 
matters of literature, says he admires my last week’s 
article on “ Shakespeare and Mr. Muir on Swearing,” 
with Shakespeare brought in by the way. “ I judge 
from your writing,” he says, “ that your health is 
improving rapidly, and that you will soon be your old 
self again.” Thanks, Maas, thanks! But some people 
couldn’t see that if I wrote like Shakespeare himself. 
(Pardon the audacity of the comparison).

 ̂ ^ ^
I have no doubt that, at least as far as I am con­

cerned, the Bowman case is over. Our solicitor does 
not think that there will be any farther appeal. 
According to Shakespeare’s “ law’s delay,” the man 
who has wasted so much of our time (I do not 
reckon his own) has one more chance of procrastina­
tion left, but I do not think he will take it. There 
are reasons against it. He knows them, and so do I. 
I shall say nothing, and I hope he will be as discreet. 
I think I may claim to have finished my work. I 
cannot carry on all the societies that may be founded 
on my basis. I must try to see this one right 
through if there should be another movement left in 
the moribund body of the enemy. Then we shall 
see—what we do see. I cannot say more.

* * *
The papers keep saying that Mr. Bowman left the 

Seoular Society, Ltd., the sum of £10,000. He did 
nothing of the sort. He left, first of all to his wife, 
a sum of £1,000 in cash, the house they lived in at 
Ventnor, and the net proceeds of the estate for the 
rest of her natural life. Several nephews and other 
persons were left some £200 each. Other small 
matters were dealt with, and the whole residue was 
to be realised by the trustees for the sole benefit of 
the Secular Society, Ltd. There is no mention what­
ever of £10,000; but considering the beneficiaries 
mentioned in the will, it was thought that this 
would probably be about the value of the residuary 
estate.  ̂ ^

I see the announcement of Mr. Keir Hardie’s ill­
ness being so bad that instead of a six months’ 
holiday, it is doubtful if he will return to public 
life at all. I wonder why the length of my own 
illness has been considered so extravagant.

* * *
Some time ago Mr. H. S. Salt, in acknowledging 

some, as he called it, flattering, but I called them 
dead-rook truth remarks about himself as a real 
reformer, mentioned another reformer of his own 
acquaintance whom they were all getting anxious 
about—Mr. Howard Evans. I am sorry to say I 
have just seen an announcement of the veteran’s
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decease. Ha was seventy-seven, and had been en­
gaged for I know not how long in the service of 
humanity. Thus they go, on9 by one, the teachers 
of peace, the last sounds in their ears bsing the roar 
of cannon, the crash of shrapnel, and the bombs from 
the awful but less deadly Zeppelins. Mr. Evans pro­
fessed a species of Christianity. I never could quite 
make out what it was, but I know what peaoe is, and 
I know that the Christian world is full of war, and is 
not satisfied then without dragging in the other first- 
class religions in the world to keep it company.

G. W. Foote.

Sagas? F la m s.

We are glad to see that the importance of the judgment 
in the Bowman Appeal case has been widely recognised. 
Some of the religious papers have been discreetly silent; 
others have dealt with it as of first-rate importance, and as 
marking a decisive change in the state of the law with 
regard to Freothought propaganda. The judgment is not 
quite a revolution in English law—as some of the papers 
have called is-—it is rather an evolution, although it may 
well be considered revolutionary by some.

At any rate, the judgment of the Court of Appeal is 
epoch-marking, and one may almost say that it will become 
historic. For this reason, and because of the wide interest 
aroused by the case, we shall print next week the first por­
tion of a Verbatim report of the judgments of the Master of 
the Rolls and Lords Justices Pickford and Warrington, The 
report will extend to two issues of the Freethinker, aud this 
will offer a first-rate opportunity for those who wish to do 
some useful and inexpensive propaganda by securing extra 
copies and putting them into circulation. Such oppor­
tunities occur but seldom, and when they do it is as well to 
make the most of them.

We print elsewhere a letter from a correspondent who 
comments adversely upon what we said concerning Mr. 
Muir and the Freethinking juror. It was said there that 
“ It would, perhaps, not be a bad thing if, when Free­
thinkers are again summoned to attend on juries, they 
were to cite this incident as a precedent, and ask to be 
discharged on the ground of having no religious belief.” 
This was offered as a mere suggestion, and we think its 
intention obyious. There seems no plain and easy way 
of calling judges to book for tolerating, and even assisting, 
conduct of this kind, and it is well within the bounds of 
probability that by that method some judges would be 
led to speak pretty plainly on the subject. We have not 
the slightest fear of this policy leading to the Act becoming 
a dead letter, or that judges would be found ready enough to 
excuse people service on that ground. If they did, they 
might find so many jurors asking to be excused, that the 
Oaths Act would become one of the most popular in existence.

Finally, what Mr. Bradlaugh fought for, and what we are 
all fighting for, is to see that Freethinkers get their fall civil 
rights. So far the Oaths Act gives it to them in this direc­
tion, but if judges allow themselves to act so as to make the 
Act a dead letter—and it was certainly so in this case—it 
then becomes a question of how best to call the attention of 
the community to the fact. The suggestion made would, if 
acted upon, certainly do that, and if judges generally were 
to allow that plea, it is fairly certain that the Lord Chancellor 
would be compelled to remind them that they were contrary 
to the law. At any rate, we quite fail to see the danger of 
the advice, and it is as well not to bo timid of danger when 
a greater benefit may be secured thereby.

Set debates betweon Freethinkers and Christians are not 
common nowadays, and this, in a sense, render tbe printed 
reports of previous ones the more interesting. We are, 
therefore, pleased to say that the Pioneer Press has still in 
stock a number of copies of the Debate betwoon Mr. W. T. 
Lee and Mr. G. W. Foote, on Theism or Atheism ? originally 
published at ono shilling, which it is now offering at six­
pence. It has also some copies of an earlier Debate between 
Mr. Foote and tbe Rev. Dr. McCann, on Christianity and 
Secularism, tastefully bound in cloth, which it is offering at 
ninepence.

The second of the London Freethought Demonstrations 
will be held in Brockwell Park to-day (Aug. 15), at 6 o’clock. 
The speakers will include Messrs. Davidson, Rosetti, Hooper, 
Miss Rough, and others. Wo hope thoro will bo a good master 
of Freethinkers—aDd Christians ; also that the weather will 
be more gracious than on the occasion of the last Demon­
stration.

AUGUST

The Fourth Gospel.

The Miracle op the L oaves. . 
In his sixth ohapter the writer of the Fonrth 03̂  ̂
takes one of the Synoptic narratives—the feS, 
five thousand—and transforms it almost out 0 ^
nition. The new version, it is true, has the s3® #!)j
work—a miraole-warker named Jesus, five "oa'̂ attbe 
two fishes, and twelve baskets of fragment9---^grjl,i 
writer oonld not withstand the temptation o 
it and patting in new details ont of his o ^  
For the purpose of comparison I give the ^ tbe 
of Matthew’s account, as being the lloar0l oD] tbe 
original, and the portion corresponding 1 
“ Gospel of John.” o ti)i

Matt. xiv. 15—19.—“ And when even was ^ 0 $
disciples came to him, saying...... Send tae,j)Uyibê
away, that they may go into the villages, an ^ye ¡¡i 
selves food. Bat Jesus said unto them, 1 lt'ae'j s';’ 
need to go away ; give yo them to eat. ,ff0 
unto him, We have here but five loaves, aa. a jje P  
And he said, Bring them hither to me. ^ra38.” 
manded the multitudes to sit down on the g

John vi. 4—10.—" Jesus thsrefore Zi/fw# ‘ ^  
and seeing that a great multitude come ¡v
saith unto Philip, Whence are we to buy , M. 
these may eat ? And this he said to prove 
himself knew what he would do. Philip 
Two hundred pennyworth of bread is not 0f P 
them, that every one may take a little, 
disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, 5 )oS’

One
suiti

him, There is a lad here, which hath five barley
U*'

eri
itand two small fishes: but what are -■

many ? Jesus said, Make the people slrvhe 
there was much grass in the place.
italics are additions J

n ^ o tfT9i for^ oin g  it will be percei.-
p do-Jchn__has comPletely remodelled ibL bi\V■ ■ - ■ • >>— fact ¡1

J |  „ww_ hoat
ZT*;» %IeaJng~which  occasioned tbe m -  tb,: 
feeding.^ He has also omitted the circam st^^ so 
fhnfd/v!e!p e® ?8ked j8aQ9 to send the peoplf that they m.ght buy food, as well as tbe rep ly^  [b!
mniHf a ye, tbem fc0 eat-” la  this newmalt tnde had only just eomo to Jesns, ftDV * '
was no question of sending them away.. ThL ^ 3 :„„„;„ary oonvarsatis0

ndrew- 
ssented 
baptiai 
riter s

and the fishes “ small,” anu -
o . upli^  ^ nfOP̂ '

ynoptio narratives : they were tbe

« a r t ?

was uu questua ui¿as also . Buuius —  _Jesa3 and P hir  1£aaSinary  conversation -
whom he L a  h J,P ,aad ¿ndrew -the tw° f  P
i r> -Tndon f h r  a  Im80  ̂represented as coming j  ° ñav *«*" his hantiam (John ’ 40 -  d-  -  w / ms1if■Again, the* ioavofff$a.r- baPtism“ barley ” and tu B> b̂ls writer says, were 
belong'to  t L  hZ  fi3i08 “ ^ a li ,'P n d  theyW i l e «  Im ilW  i» * & t

o i » «t uc  ehM “  i tbey  weMaot> as t r a n s i t  0r a “ lifcfcle boy ” ( i f f * #
be applied to  ?f  a “ tad,” a term w?10?
1Q this new vershf b°y  °r yoaD8  mau- ol  ̂  
Pseudo-John in ~ n, ̂ °m^ b in g  of the canning
they  were to dn “ aklnS( his Savior ask

- r - t h  » I S V
added by Mark (vi•John, who pm„i aQd eopiea ^  .
way. Furtharm°ya them ia a Bom0wb̂ irnOle t
writer makes two 7 ’ tho end of tb° Be ŝ 'two fraudulent additions. 443 ¡J

W W S f R f *  tb?y  »*“ • » » A  -  * .
John vi. iV  ° r°mo mt0 ihe worlJ’ -„in«Jesus therefore percoi o ^oP J■ hv force d  b,pi>

Jonn vi. 14.—“ wnen jg v*
sign which Jesus did, they said, *■ , ,  » *h»» A

’ ' ” ’ ’ ‘ ime into the vro r0eiv»: 
isns therefore P°foiCs

were about to como and take bma i  ^gan1- ^ 
a king withdrew again into tu M
alono’' , nj0Dt: tbeA

These statements were both fi®0 0f tbe 
Synoptists know nothing of elt o0ld £° 
stances mentioned. A man who  ̂tbs e, *,$! 
ancic-nt narrative of his Savior, w 1 
which he was a member believe“ 0j in .^ r  
not think twice abont forging a u 0 
of an apostle—if ho coaid do so 
oat.
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^ obe Metaphoeical Language.
UjAnext' day th e  m ultitude Bought Jesus again, 

,.ea ^ e y  had gathered round him he said : —
(,e erily. verily, I say unto you, Yo seek me not 
atiij S° saw signs, but because ye ato of the loaves, 
tot fWeie Work not for the meat which perisheth,
tu q0r meat which abideth unto eternal life, which 

!hj3 °n man shall give you” (vi. 26, 27).
?? introduction to a long discourse in 

iksufj 89 Pseudo-Jesus employed soma perfectly 
^ tap h o rie a l language. Ho had, of course, 

leu, n wi?ieh abideth unto eternal life ’’ to  give 
' °ntinning his ridiculous oratory, he said :— 

ofk 0 bmad of God is that which cometli down out
bteaijaven; and giveth life unto the world.......I am the

life : he that cometli to me shall not hunger,
the ^ .^ a t  believetli on me Bhall never thirst.......I am

tc 'Dg ^read which came down out of heaven: if 
au eat of this bread, he shall live for ever : yea 

of n,® “read which I will give is my flesh, for the life 
World” (vi. 35, 51).

th
St«

la«..,., J8 this nonsense, “ the Jews strove one 
5 j otosr,

 ̂’ One would think that Jesus would
» saying, How can this man give us his

,esPlain himself ; but no, he does not, and has
-  l ? ° iDg B0-stdl more.

s
."Ve

He only tries to mystify his 
r . He says :—

"°u of'l l ’ Verily- t say unto you, Except ye eat the 
#o iife . 6 Son of man and drink his blood, ye have 

y°,a,r'selves. Ho that eateth my flesh and
ttieat iris blood hath eternal life........For my flesh is
bread aud my blood is drink indeed. This is the

• ^isbreoi0 i ca£Qe down out of heaven. He that eateth
i'°li Qvett a ^Ve *or ever ” (v8 ^ —®®)‘
:'a PtobabT ^0es ^ is  Savior explain what he means.

* -4l(l  ̂ thfliti illio nenneln. TaIvm nrtion

L^senf6 ?ynoPb*° Jesus, speaking of the bread, 
¡7 "--ana!nf a  sa.ying> “ Take, eat; this is my 
v5? bl0nj ,, the wine, “ Drink ye all of i t ; for this 
^ .r„_;rQ> etc. nvTat.f

S t

cfOhakl v WUIIAUI. TV JL1UU UO l M K/ Ui ri o •
alders 0 that the pseudo-John, when writing 
ofc nfj ,  ’ t*ad in bis mind the primitive Gospel°t the primitive Gospel 

institution of the “  Lord’s Supper,”

etc. (Matt. xxvi. 26—28). We know 
rurca ”-artyr that this “ Lord’s Sapper ” was 

v*®hea in J, Pari‘ of the service in all Christian 
n ers, sa blS ^aY (A D- 150), aad that all the 
i(5  If’ ti -VQ oonverts under instruction, partook 
k?8 is Wa3 the matter to whioh the pseudo- 

0 to refer, then the Presbyter John 
Wt unf5emembered that the rite had not been
Vjte j6 the night of the arrest of Jesus; so 
siting, as w iTh°m ^ e  Christian Savior was ad- 
H ,-V as î® own disciples, could not pos- 

Was eP0aki°g oi» an  ̂ would 
\-po w /  h0 was teaching cannibalism— 
¡)5 to l ^s bore ascribed to the pseudo-Jesus 

^ u  h 80D3e such meaning.
^  had1Q. P80ndo-John admits that the lan- 

■I  ̂ 6Q P’aced in the mouth of his psendo- 
dieoipi e^hat my0tifying, for he makes “ many 

W ’.^kor»8 iaurmnr and say “ This is a hard 
ai0g Jjiaan near it ?” Then, without actually 
* (bat n„ 7 5*ean8ng, h6 represents his Jesns as 
t, ^ k T y t0thG disciples)

* %-!ag: that qnickenetli ; the flesh profiteth
¡8 a 1’ and „* ^°fds that I  have spoken unto you are 

(vi- 68>-
Said wb  ̂ 8̂ at bbo new Jesus did not mean 

V § fc i8 bln i 1116 8P°ke °f eating bis flesh and 
■ ̂ tk ĝarati °a : bis words were “ spirit”—that is 
kN&n<l‘cl u, e> But as he did not oare to explain 

u0 an’ “ many of his disciples went back, 
?5eQauE,J°i° wifb him ” : so this Savior lost 

5 l h S  eo>8|i  0,npi°y0d outrageous language 
Co060 d Do<i nnderstand, and whioh he 

3J ae8C0nd to explain. And this was the
>5« 0j ’ Itj ; JeaU8 “ did the wi?l of him that 
)J \ 5^0 g 8 almost needless to say that the 
‘VrNat tbyn?Pti08 never spoke in the absurd 

\ h / e,I no je/ 0sus of tho pseudo John is here
^  Save : the two Jesu3es have nothing 

trw. . the name.Hk ^ p *m0,
6 SeVebthElTlGISM BY P o rp h ïry ‘

°bapter we are told that “ the feast

of the Jews, the feast of Tabernacles, was at hand,” 
and as Jesus on such ooeasiqps generally went up to 
Jerusalem, “ his brethren ’’—who are here repre­
sented as staying with him in Galilee, though they 
“ did not believe on him ”—urged him to go up to 
the feast and show himself, if he really did wondrous 
works. To this brotherly counsel Jesus replied :—

11 My time is not yet come.......Go ye up unto the
feast: I  go not up yet unto this feast; because my time 
is not yet fulfilled ” (John vii. 6, 8).

Here it should be stated that the word “ yet ” in the 
reply of Jesus is a later addition—inserted after the 
fourth century. In A,d . 270 Porphyry, a learned 
Pagan philosopher, wrote a book against Christianity, 
in which work he oited, amongst other matters, the 
words “  I will not go up unto this feast ” in proof of 
the inconstancy and falsehood of the Christian 
Savior. The word “ yet ” was not in Porphyry’s 
copy of the Fourth Gospel, nor was it in that of the 
Christian “ father" Jerome (AD. 400), who read 
Porphyry’s book in order to “ refute ” him : neither 
is it in the oldest MS. of the Gospels—the Codex 
Sinaiticus, which dates from the fourth century. In 
the margin of the Bevieed Version it is stated: 
“ Many ancient authorities omit yet." It will thus 
be seen that the writer of the Fourth Gospel made 
his Lord and Master tell a downright falsehood. Not 
wishing for the company of his unbelieving 
“ brethren ” during the journey to Jerusalem, Jesus 
told them that they had better depart without him, 
as he had decided not to go to the feast on this occa­
sion—and he gave them a reason for not going. Then 
we read : “ But when his brethren were gone up unto 
the feast, then went be also up, not publicly, but [as 
it were] in secret ” (John vii. 10).

The words “ as it were,” which I have placed 
within brackets, are also a later addition : they are 
not found in the Sinaitio MS. nor in some other 
MSS. We have thus clear evidence, not only of the 
pseudo-Jesus uttering a deliberate falsehood, but of 
something worse: for be has assigned a reason for 
not going. This was, that the time for his arrest 
and crucifixion had not yet come. Now, in this state­
ment it is clearly implied that if he went up to 
Jerusalem to that feast, his doing so would bring 
about his arrest before the time pre-ordained for it 
had arrived : otherwise his words have no meaning. 
But the reason he gave to his “ brethren ” was 
merely an excuse to get rid of them : fpr in “ the 
midst of the feast,” we are told, “ Jesus went up 
into the temple and taught ”—and nothing came of 
it. It is true that after he had been wrangling with 
the Jews in the temple, and had provoked them 
almost beyond endurance, we find it stated—“ They 
sought therefore to take him ; but no man laid his 
hand on him, because his hour was not yet come ” (vii. 
30). It thus appears that Jesus could eay or do any­
thing he pleased with impunity until the pre­
ordained hour had come; consequently the reason 
he assigned for not going up with his brethren to 
the feast at Jerusalem was another deliberate false­
hood.

These cases of lying and deception do not, of 
course, affect the character of the Jesus of the 
Synoptics : they simply show the low cunning and 
underhand ways of the writer of the Fourth Gospel, 
who did not soruple to make his Savior speak and 
act as he would have done himself. Such a writer, 
as already stated, was juBt the kind of man who 
would think nothing of forging a Gospel provided he 
could do so without being found out. And, since the 
fourth Gospel obtained a place among the canonical 
writings of the New Testament, we may take it that 
the forger was able somehow to palm off on the 
church at Ephesus a work of his own composition as 
that of the apostle John. Abbacadabea.

The manner of God’s existence is above all conception ; 
neither infinite space, nor infinite duration, nor matter 
infinitely extended or eternally existing, nor any nor all 
of these taken together, can be God,—Rev. IF. Wollaston, 
“ Religion of Nature Delineated.”
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The Earthquake.

Co r n e l i u s  J. Ja c k s o n  stood on the verandah of the 
missionary bungalow and looked, half-shrinkingly, at 
the mighty scenery before him. Quite close was a 
sheer drop of near a thousand feet, at the bottom 
of which a torrent flashed, foamed, and filled the 
narrow valley with the noise of its swirling plunges, 
and drenched tree, bush, fern, and moss with spray 
from its wild career. Across the valley, in a dip on 
the ridge opposite, was a Bhutanese village, from 
which came the screams of a pig that was being 
butchered. A couple of carrion hawks who, evidently, 
had learnt that the screaming of a pig was always 
preliminary to a feast, over whioh they squabbled 
with the dogs of the village, were circling above 
on the look-out. Away to the left, immense, remote, 
hooded with ice and snow, loomed the great masses 
of the highest Himalayas, causing Cornelius J. Jack- 
son an almost terrified feeling of insignificance .as he 
gazed at them.

The day had been ideal. Rather warmer than an 
English summer day, it had yet been made very 
pleasant by the cool breeze that blew along the 
Teesta Valley from the snow-clad giants beyond. 
The air was crystal clear, distant objects showing 
with wonderful distinctness. Sunset was close at 
hand, and the western sky was aglow with crimson 
splendor. The ice-caves on colossal Kinohinjunga 
were fiery with the rays of the setting sun, and 
outside the Bhutanese village the long bamboo poles, 
to which were affixed rag-streamers to frighten away 
evil spirits, were sharply visible.

Cornelius J. Jackson was an American missionary, 
hailing from Illinois, where he was much related to 
a number of families of the names of Cornrake and 
Hayseed, who, no doubt, are zealous upholders of 
broad-minded intellect. He was thinking of these 
far-away cousins as he stood on the verandah of 
the missionary bungalow. He pictured them har­
vesting, saw the golden corn ripple under the touch 
of the wind, heard the rattle and clatter of the 
reaping-machines. He was getting a feeling of home­
sickness when his wife joined him on the verandah. 
She was looking rather dispirited, but each found 
comfort in the other’s presence.

“ Corney,” she said, “ the screams of that pig un­
nerve me."

“ Yes, my dear," he replied, “ it is very trying to 
hear the poor brute. These people are so primitive 
and, as you know so well, deeply resent any inter­
ference with their customs. I have ventured to 
advise them to stun their pigs before slaughtering 
them, but they laughed at ms.”

“ How terribly big those snowy heights always 
seem,” remarked Mrs. Jackson, abruptly turning 
from the uncongenial subject of native pig-slaughter­
ing.

“ Yes,” returned her husband, “ they always mak8 
me think how awfully immense God must be.”

The young missionary and his wife were in a rather 
difficult situation. So to speak, they had their baoks 
against the wall. The Bhutanese were Bhuddists, 
observing a corrupted Bhuddism it is true, but they 
were, nevertheless, Bhuddists, and their Bhuddism 
was all-sufficient for them. They did not want 
Christianity, however good Christianity might be 
for the white folk. They said, We do not ask you 
to forsake your religion; then why should you ask 
us to forsake ours ? Their attitude was an all- 
prevailing barrier against further missionary effort. 
Cornelius J. Jackson and his wife were only too 
bitterly aware of this fact. The missionary and 
his wife, in their efforts to win over the Bhutanese, 
had adopted the Bhutanese dress, and had thereby 
gained the contempt of both native and European. 
Their only converts were their two native servants, 
and these strictly came under the heading, “ Rice 
and Blanket Christian.”

The missionary and his wife remained on their 
verandah watching the glories of the Indian sunset, 
passing exclamatory comment on the color-splendors
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that attended the sinking of the sun in ¿ej 
and then, when melancholy greynesa had BDCjnr„ej 
the final tinge of vast-spreading crimson, they 
away as if they had just witnessed a fnnera**

Rapidly the night-darkness swallowed np 
light. Up from the great ravine came the ^  
and booming sound of the headlong passage on; 
torrent, unpierced by other noise. A few adve ^  
fireflies from the plains were flitting aT, 0OOfcinl!- 
bushes near the missionary bungalow. _ A 
fire flared fitfully from the Bhutanese viBaS® e0t 
the valley. The long-drawn howling and bu ¡̂fl. 
yapping of jackals came from somewhere on

Two hours had passed and the moonl'S^ up­
streaming through the open doorway as  ̂ jbei 
sionary and his wife were taking supp01' r of tbi 
came a low rumbling sound, and the n0 Jb1
bungalow quivered and heaved beneath b 3̂gger̂  
tremors increased in violenoe; and as they Pte 0° ̂  
out to the verandah, it seemed as if they  ̂jerrl' 
deck of a steamer laboring in a heavy sea‘. tr£(i 
fying scene met their gaze. In the m °°“ T 0>

{be
w _ ___

and bashes were swaying up and down, as 
and very powerfal hands were shaking then1 
roots. The noise of the torrent had oeas0?’ nS 
higher up the valley, a fall of m any^nndr«^
of earth had choked its course. In
village, men were shouting wildly and 8W,Kjjreinen and 0 0 -
were either screaming or moaning. A numb0 ,
about as i f  drunken, while the women • of tbj
w u iu  e iu u e i  B u re tu iu u g  u r  u iu a u i u g .  ■— - iiflr)S0di ^
crazily constructed natiye huts had co^F &

« " • ‘. i r
Ml 
JO#?

one was on fire and smoking thickly.
The missionary and his wife were feeling v,0̂ eliv0*' 
Both were silently and fervently praying W 
anoe from danger. Their two native ser . j  
faoe downward on the floor of the v0ran̂  W!

tb£j.uuu u u i i u n u a u  u u  cu u  u u u i  w* -----
and motionless with terror. A dog ocS 
but stopped and emitted a frenzied how ^  eDd 
earth-tremors recommenced. This time ti­
the bungalow gave way, the hillsio0 “ 0g tbê , 
was torn open, and a gush of water sp ¡̂¡oS 
from, which, dashing past to the right c' „¿br0?̂  
low, carried stones, earth, uprooted bush ¡gbb°rJ 
foliage with it, in its mad rush to the t 
ravine. Another pause. Then aSainrtaCb 901 9 sy, 
trembling of the ground. But, bapp1: *¡11, p0036̂  cf 
was weaker than the preceding °n?m gu'as30̂ ?* 
the earth ceased to be convulsed. ^ aod
this, the missionary and his wife k ^
thanks for their preservation. fhe bo^af $

Some hundreds of feet higher, wbier,0. e egBot 0-cj|. 
of a mountain battery were situated,0 , c?? J;
earthquake had been both tragica '^  , feP
When the first shook came, a gam ^¡,g p1̂  
was in progress in the billiard-room- ^  ¡gebt ^  
who were liberal indulgersin the cup tbe ^  
stared, amazed at the sudden movem0 r. 
about the table, then, with one ae0?he’ 
out of the room. The exodus from J m0lJ ^
room was very sudden. Som e o obj00“ ^
terror-stricken, and clung to the e&r 
offered; others, who had experience jjgbJ5 °{tf
in another part of India, tried  ̂to m —>4 F

f S
one; while some dropped on their 
aloud for mercy. ntur0,

A corporal had an alarming a“v0 n 
returning to barracks by the „¡tH1
which skirted the well of the J»/V jVYU1UU OIXUUOU Li JLI U VUUJl U* -- -jjgyi
cemetery when the earthquake bapp a gr0 
tery wall, just ahead of him, fell w < a o1- flgii 
and a following fall of earth exp g 00 (f- 
coffins. The oorporal had bareflap90 ° SJ 
spring forward to escape the eo 
whioh he had just been alongside- ¡¡jjery 1 gSK¡t 

In the bungalows of the native ,^ag op“
been much commotion and muen 6p“V'sy 
and Allah. Many chwpatties bad ^¡cb pje1 ¡¡> 
overturning of the brass pans m pijog a p-i1, j* 
cooking and by the subsequent tra ^ a0y
in an excited rush of terrified men- 
had torn up the pegs to which tbey  ̂ao i 1̂ 
the stables, and were plunging abou
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•‘.her, n , ...... ..... ■"
liiufj J:at!> at length, quiet was restored. With the 
*tte R°^aylight the white, yellow, and brown men
>iiilv8°fm0Ŵ a ashamed that they had called so 

a38 ŝl'anc0 to God, Khuda, Allah, and 
.;‘t 0 l̂*e torrent had swelled np above the 
'̂ thr 1118,88 °f rock and soil the earthquake 
.caEe°JQtIPon part of its oourse, and was beginning 

N f aSftln into its old-time fallings and wind- 
;-!tava r0 ani  ̂man wer0 settling down to repairing 
■'Setful̂ 68, ^ ’3Pair would obliterate the traces, and 
"-ike, n088 wonld dull the memories of the earth-

James H. Waters.

Correspondence.

’ THE FREETHINKER.
JOSEPH SYMES.

THB EDIT0K of
:-!aUV-lat lively scenes are conjured up before the 
ifcu; lon of the older section of your readers, of the 
- isrifln̂  days. by the reminiscences of Mr. Moss which 

in the Freethinker from time to time. The last 
“iU J revives many of the stirring incidents connected 
'4at' 7 ymos’ advocacy of Freethought in the County of 
'Ht ii la \he early ’eighties. His debates and lectures 
■is ofa: time caused deep interest, and shook the dry 
;% J  eoloSy to their foundations in such centres of 
>jp }  88 Crook, Wolsingham, Tow Law, Spennymoor, 
?’W T land’ and other places. I  always considered 

be one of the most able and fearless advocates 
that is saying a great deal. I  am inclined 

'•Co h " Mr. Moss that discretion was not Mr. Symes 
■itoj v-i ’ Me never seemed to think of tho conse- 
i ’like T. Cj  t^cth demanded a straight and open avowal, 
*». . Milner, damned them. I  remember well the 

... ate he had with the Eev. W. W. Howard. At
one of the longest tussles of

— j-iau. W lbU
it promised to bo Howard and hisC 408 record. I  think it was Mr. Howar

"ma ^ho, fan 0f enthusiasm, in®1V ,g0 for 1V--uu f -- ''“ »uuniimm, insisted that the debate 
. ee weeks—six nights at Crook, six at

;"‘r-d, six at Wolsingham, the Sundays being
b6iDg n*ght of tha Tow Law section, theM “'•mg I I  o w oue j.ow naw seciion, eue

V , Crook .Gcu*arism v. Christianity,” with Mr. John
1U thft ATv, ’ „-Oft__;__ il . i, 111 bhe chair, Mr. Symes, in affirming that

■’''‘0» t0 a, a8 8cperior to Christianity, commenced by 
0,1  ̂tose 0 Bible in support of his contention, when Mr. 
k' % ’ antl objected to Mr. Symes referring to tho 

I'm'0 '‘be tv??1111”' Mr. Symes insisted on his right to 
s » o f  rn . °.u the ground that the Bible was the 
¿•«4 »gain Ta**stianity ; but in pursuing that course, Mr. 

n lnterrupted with his objection. On tho point;.3 «m°. ‘be chairrr— ’--

- ~ w a. ̂  i ̂  V. V1AKU AL WIUA, «  AVUOOObUl
. J to the table—being put on his metal 

am. cfS- {Corruptions—and stretching himself to 
^ g t’o taC ” I know j f r , Howard objects to 
*’ as ¡j jaaQ Bible.” After a short pause, and flipping

table, with the back of his right 
On How,1“! “ Mo’s ashamed of it.” White with

vijg the Say tlin f sPrang from his chair, and shouted, 
t S , ^ ‘encp * am asbamed of the Bible?” Still 

V aitl flip,,: ’ a£C without deigning to look round, Mr. 
•i Hr,6.8'*® pasef'’ . book, said, “ I know for a fact you 
ijHlij ‘apaik, ages in that book you dare not read in 

and a lrc‘e‘” At this Mr. Howard sank back 
vM<} eWf0- no more with any interruptions. 
,■ “I'l,, sUppQr, rici and a great shock to most of Mr.

prj-.CQul(l a,*?1 8,8 thoy never dreamed that an 
by’1 th *%h+ any stand against their champion. 

»Wl°a8hlv l i* Moward and his party threw up tho 
k>a.ss nf ?Ced and demoralised by Mr. Symes'‘ClBtit 'Woi - b'§b explosives. As a consequonce, «ho 

®It, Mnu8lnSham never came off.
38 will be able to continuo his reminisconces.

J ohn Bohinson.

»0 BIGHT TO AFFIRM.
tea3*DlToa 0F “ THK freethinker.’

''¡si 018 a Freethinker from its first number,
. - t6«,188estini!lla^ sPaco in which to strongly protest 

tn .?onta>ned in an “ Acid Drop ” in your 
- ̂  to Mr niS . ii'egal attitude cf Judge Rentoul, 
■■t, a s «o j.Q  ̂ Mnir, K.C., to make insulting romarksV  -1»

V Ct Qp,,lU,ri0i 'who claimed his right to affirm 
wVioQ Mr. Muir by discharging the said 

that “ when Freethinkers are again

summoned to attend on juries they cite this incident as a 
precedent, and ask to bo discharged on the ground of having 
no religious belief,” would tend to render effete the Oaths 
Act, for which Mr. Bradlaugh so valiantly struggled. It is 
a poor tribute to Mr. Bradlaugh, who made it possible for a 
Freethinker to discharge his duties as a citizen without 
doing violence to his conscience, to suggest that he should 
now ask to be relieved from them, in order to test whether 
other judges would follow the bad example set by Judge 
Rentonl, and would not be quite to the taste of your present 
leader, I  fancy, whose policy is, as we have seen, “ to fight 
every inch of the way.” Steadfast.”

Mr. Foote’s Garden—and Mine!

“ Solicitude in hiding failings makes them appear the 
greater. It is a safer and easier course frankly to acknow­
ledge them. A man owns that he is ignorant; we admire 
his modesty. He says that he is old ; we scarce think him 
so. He declares himself poor ; we do not believe it.”

— Who was the fine old Sophist ?
“ The Kirk and State may gang to hell,

Bat I ’ll gae to my Anna.”
— Burns.

T he local press awaits my “ light and leading.” Friends 
await my letters, and may receive only apologies. Nature 
tempts me forth from every window—but by the door, of 
course. Mere work—hateful word—has to be done. But I 
must write to Mr. Foote. I have a garden, too. Compari­
sons are not always odious. Other things are incomparable. 
The gardens may be compared. I  did not believe it, and it 
did not matter, but I  was vastly tickled with the “ napkin ” 
and “ shirt ” dimensions of our other editor’s gardens; was 
also richly and rarely pleased with, and contemplated with 
him, the morning miracle of tho roses and the lilies—and 
their lesson.

But here is where we differ—our gardens, I  mean. My 
“ policies,” twelve feet by nine, are planted with trees, weeds, 
wild poppies, wild strawberry, etc. Here, also, “ emulation 
hath a thousand sons ” ; but the gardenSr, like an arbitrary 
god, is by to prevent overcrowding. He is, withal, a kindly 
god; and considereth long ere he, one by one, back in the 
closet lays such sweet, superfluous shapes and hues. Ho 
slays the individual plant-soul that the whole may survive 
and be sweet. A h! here philosophy o’erpeers, and would 
tempt us beyond the garden-wall, but we are not going. 
One world at a time. Even this confined space in the grey 
tenement’s shade, and the roses and lilies where our 
quondam—and future—editor keeps his state, his humor, if 
it had ever gone, returns with hope, and happiness with 
health. I  do not merely pet our invalid in his chair, but I 
owe something more than allegiance to the man who intro­
duced me to Burns and Shakespeare, and to himself; who 
broadened my horizon and encouraged a richer, deeper, 
maturer culture; to the man—and still I  swear it is not 
flattery; with all my faults and failings thick upon me I 
would not fawn myself to favor—who, through all vicissitude 
and strain, has remained so sane and normal as almost to seem 
abnormal; who never tried to hurry the universe, or hoped 
for the impossible, or sought perfection here or perpetuity 
hereafter; yet, weaving withal something that would endure, 
some strand immortal in the web of time, the common work 
of honest, human hand and brain. Spirits are not finely 
touched but to fine issues. Merely mundane human destiny 
is surely grand enough for highest effort, hope, and enthusi­
asm—individual, too ; but, in the wider sense, collective, 
posthumous. My garden has round it no “ noble wall to 
keep the vulgar out.” I wish it had. The grubby children 
of the adjacent street mount its low wall and railing and 
peer within our communal dwelling; no place is sacred, all 
is as democratic as a tramcar. But the young trees remain 
untouched for wonder and delight, who knows, for awe of 
this oasis of the street.

The Freethinker is no fetish, but my friends can wait. 
“ The Kirk and State may gang to hell,

But I ’ll gae to my Anna.”
Love is first, if friendship is a good second ; but often they 
are twins—Siamese. So with the deliberate abandon of a 
groat lover, I  once more salute our great man, and devote 
my little garden and my little soul to Friendship and 
Freethought everywhere—worlds without end, Amen!

A. Millar.

WHAT TO EXPECT
It is, in its way, a tribute to the excellence of the arrange­

ments at tho F ront; but there is a grim touch in a soldier’s 
story in the Nottingham Guardian :—“ You see, if a number 
of Army chaplains suddenly turn up, we can always guess 
that something good and hard is going to bo asked of us 
shortly.”



j26 SHE FEEETHINKEE August 15« Ì9H

SU NDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., mast reach us by first post on Tuesday 
and be marked “ Lecture Notice ” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
O utdoor.

Bbthnal G reen B ranch N. S. 8. (Victoria Park, near the 
Bandstand) : 3.15 and 6.15, Mr. Burke, Lectures.

C amberwell B ranch N.8.S. (Brockwell Park) : 6, Demonstra­
tion. Speakers: W. Davidson, K. H. Koaetti, S. Hooper, Miss 
Kough, etc.

K ingsland B ranch N. R. S. (corner of Bidley-road): 7.30, 
F. Schaller, “ Christianity Unsound.”

N orth L ondon B ranch N. 8. 8. (B’insbury Park) : 11.15, Miss 
Kough, a Lecture. Regent's Park: 3.15, A. D. Howell Smith, 
a Lecture. Parliament Hill: 3.15, 11. H. Rosetti, a Lecture.

W est H am B ranch N. S . 8 . (outside Maryland Point Station, 
Stratford, E .): 7, A. D. Howell Smith, B.A., a Lecture.

LATEST N. S. S. BADGE.—A single Pansy 
flower, size as shown ; artistic and neat design 
in enamel and silver ; permanent in color ; has 
been the means of making many pleasant 
introductions. Brooch, Stud fastening, or 
Bcarf-pin, post free in Great Britain, 9d. each. 
Exceptional value. Only limited number in 
stock.—From Miss E. M. V ance, General 
S., 62 Farringdon-street, London, E.O.S.Secretary, N,

N.B.—Note compulsory slight advance in prices.

THE LATE

CHÄRLES BRÄDLÄÜGH, M.P.

A Statuette Rust,
Modelled by Bnrvill in 1881. An excellent likeness of the great 
Freethinker. Highly approved of by his daughter and intimate 

colleagues. Size, 6J ins. by 8f ins. by ins.
Plasten (Ivory Finish) ...

Extra by post (British Isles) : Ono Bust, 1/-
3/-

two, 1/6.

Tns P ioneer P ress 61 Farringdon-street, London, E .C .; or, 
Miss E. M. Vance, Secretary, N. 8. S.

All Profits to be devoted to the N. S. 8. Benevolent Fund.

America’s Freethought Newsp&Pefl 

T H E  T R U T H
FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT, 

CONTINUED^ BY E. M. MACDONALD, Bp[ici
G. E. MACDONALD „  -  -
L. K. WASHBURN — Editor!«

S ubscription R ates. 3.00
Single suhsoription in advance — *“ g.OO
Two new subscribers _ — *•* 5.0O
Ono subscription two years in advance — „nnnmeslr! 

To all foreign countries, except Mexico, 50 oonta per  ̂^  “
Subscriptions for any length of time under ft year,Gme.

25 cents per month, may be begun at any eof|! 
Freethinkers everywhere are invited to send for re 

which are free.
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, _ . .  „.

Publishers, Dealers in Freethought Koo^r
62 V esbt Street, N** iob .

Determ inism or Freo
B y C. COKEM.

Issued by the Secular Society, &&’

bject
A clear and able exposition of the sv0|L,tief’‘ 
the only adequate light—the light of e

CONTENTS.
“ Freedom 1 and

Bo®0 ,,<[V
0» .-„nl

I- The Question Stated.—II.
Conaeq7 eZ Z \ iDS 0rat!On' and Ohoioj.-IV_
Dilemrnn „Vr, I Deter“ 'nism.-V. Professor 3 ^ ~
of Resnona v?*eterminiSm-”"-VL Tbe Natnre *** Responsibility. V n. Determinism and Character.-^

Problem in Determinism.—IX. Environment

PRICE ONE SHIELING* ̂
(Postage 2d.)

T he P ioneer P res3, 61 Farringdon-stree»,
kendo»’

T H E  S E C U L A R
(LIMITED)

S O C I E T Y

Company Limited by Guarantee,
Registered Office— 62 FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.O. 

Chairman of Board of Directors—M*. G. W. FOOTE, 
Secretary—Miss E. M. VANCE.

This Society was ormed in 1898 to afford legal security to the 
acquisition and application of funds for Soca'ar purposes.

The Memorandum of Association sets forth that the Society’s 
Objects are :—To promote the principle that human oonduct 
should be based upon natural knowledge, and not upon super­
natural belief, and that human welfare in this world is the proper 
end of all thought Rnd action. To promote freedom of inquiry. 
To promote universal Secular Education. To promote the com­
plete secularisation of the State, etc., eto. And to do all such 
lawful things as are conducive to such objects, .also to have, 
hold, receive, and retain any sums of money paid, given, devised, 
or bequeathed by any person, and to employ the same for any of 
the purposes of the Society.

The liability of members is limited to £1, in caBO the Society 
should ever be wound up and the asseta were insufficient to oover 
liabilities—a mo3t unlikely contingency.

Members pay an entrance foe of ten shillings, and a subsequent 
yearly subscription of five shillings.

The Society has a considerable number of members, but a much 
larger number is desirable, and it is hoped that some will be 
gained amongst those who r6ad this announcement. All who join 
it participate in the control of its business and the trusteeship of 
its resources. It is expressly provided in the Articles of Associa­
tion that no member, as such, shall derive any sort of profit from 
th Society, either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in 
any way whatever.

The Society's affairs are managed by an elected Board of 
Directors, consisting of not less than five and not more than 
twelve members, one-third of whom retire (by ballot) eaoh year,

ily registered body, mo d
donations and bequests v ioT* 0r

------  are in a position to d? 8goCiety'8 V ,
donations, or to insert a bequest in the .¡gbi“8' ^  
wills. On this point there need not be eSts. , 7srf ' 
It is quite impossible to set aside such "01 or“'® „ r»|sf V
have no option but to pay them °ver ‘ b®8 ® 8°clS ’
administration. No objection of any lcl j,iob 
connection with any of the wills by 
already been benefited. Harp6* ^  ¡s ■

Ber»I
but are capable of re-aleotion. An Annual.^ jbere«”’“ bfttl i n e e s „ „ / . ymembers must bo held in London, t0 reineBg . ,v 
new Directors, and tranaaot any other onei go“1® y

:ing a duly registered body, the Bee abs 
can receive .... ’ *= w
Those who are in a position

ttijreauy ucou uuuduuou. Vinn**" ra ■
The Society’s solicitors are Messrs, t  

Rood-lane, Fenchuroh-street, London, ’ g0ffiolB ■j fi 'j /  
* " "-----* M.. »«îinwing *3 ,a.nr0 ¡''"„„1 'j....... . a BU>" ” *

of Bequest.—The following 
bequest for insertion in the wills United,

A Form
bequest ior insertion m me n..*- - . ¡t6U, ■ „w  t 
“ bequeath to the Secular Society, L'®, 4 a t6' t be b]ct 
“ free from Legacy Duty, and I direct “ ¡ewii0J,atot3 
“ two members of the Board of the said » J3*0“
“ thereof shall be a good discharge t0 '  1 '
“ said Legacy.” ei »«

Friends of the Society who have rc®  ̂„odU 
or who intend to do so, should formally Cb8 r»* |,ii'. 
the fact, or send a private intimation t° rX’b>8 c>%cW' 
(if desired) treat it as strictly oonfidentia •  ̂ ]<js* . ted1 
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes “c£t>pe*e 
their oontents have to bo established by
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SECULAR SOCIETY.
President: G. W. FOOTE.

•MiasE.M. Vangs, 62 Farringdon-si., London, ES.O.

^  Prtaclples and Objects.
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Practical Objects.
Secular or other Free- 
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StoW, a«lPly to Christian o
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Scotland, and Wales.
of the State
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or 0f? a^ Religious Teaching and Bibls Reading 

tuet educational establishments supported
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A  v0r . t u 6a<iowed educational institutions to the
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A t f  f v  lh°Be who would make a profit out of their
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koreditary distinctions and privileges, 
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Hume. 32 pages, price Id., postage Id.

Th e  Mortality  of t h e  So ul . By David Hume. 
With an Introduction by G. W. Foote. 16 pages, price Id.,
postage id.
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F rom  Ch r ist ia n  P u l pit  to Secu la r  P latform .
By J. T. Lloyd. A History of hia Mental Development.
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price Id., postage id.
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These two volumes contain much of the Author’s best and raciest writings.
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