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Peare and Mr. Muir on Swearing.

fIk WeBBF6(™ a woeb or two ago in the Freethinker
-Nitieg8f Ime a ciroular was issued by the legal
li*e Do f- magistrates and other Courts of
wad KK n® ou” the provisions of the Oaths
3 »i%hov.-erviB8> incidentally, that its “ author
“"gtg , was Charles Bradlaugh. There is now
3 itterJ°B°y  saPPOse that the Oaths Act wa3
n The Pavent Christiana from taking the
A t gl ?® as>Bradlaugh did not oare a straw
“1.0robavll ans obeyed Christ and refused the

for Kk some other party and took it. His
VHg They WaAtkd ¥ avoid
|8 a

9 OWn pegple.

*° se°lare the truth like gentlemen.

1@y his Qtn°~r28t  demand, just like an Atheist
. iegreRWH rights and never interfering in the
ktm'_" wonTa® t718 rights of others. But the
€fself a n°k S*ve the Atheist equal rights
;Iap .’ eUQ Bradlaugh was at last driven into
anj ¢ukt and honorable Bill, which was per-
aUah° . otaPui80ry- -E6 ;id n°t say any-
;AR (Q0QUtihose who liked swearing, He left
~ ya.hnf u ace°rding to their own taste and
& 31s " fk ansi8ted on the Freethinkers being

00 same. It was a tioklish task for

i'8J an khe world. | don’'t say that
"W~Plan f,» hotl ¢o say that | have never
iiW Cevr better. John Morley tried
VKk' 7ofi that he met with the smallest
"$m@Paths' A °a‘ Bradlaugh worked hard at his
had °f 1887. It provided that every-

°ath  kkorto been entitled or required to

!V f Bead henceforth olaim to make affir-

i king .-not one or the other just for the fun
'W. tot 6. or a definite and declared reason,
liex afnMtted to Christians to object to a
ChriBflain8 as a Freethinker with all the

Vo 1'sW 1118 an ~“he matter of truth. Brad-
it tatW B.°ne thing and one thing only, that
3tul®ftee *Sht affirm, and that a Christian
. Mmght d] Swear. In other words, that an
iR tot me.aitn a coosoieaoe ad weh ais a Ghis
tNu; 9 fa,oU U ~at presumption if he chose to
an,aS apparent as the Christian was

(ven compelled, to do. Iib was
» sad tine Freethinker only, that

>7T HFhine
WV/iiX':h’t berifii. Tare were two grewmnia
refuBe to take the oath and claim
~  i'be man had no religious belief
Ln.'aking an oath was contrary
» V?ked fQ ®0f. These grounds of objection
A B> n * | tbe benefit of non-believers. Now
V/V ~kriBD ~aka out that Bradlaugh wanted

V “Cl If th”"1IB )0 Preyeot Freethinkers from
N |, kett 19j8 ao, then they knew him a

iSvli af , an | did. He was not a liar;
'ty kotjjo' They try to make him out
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Pbice Twopence

Mr. Muir, a gentleman who transacts large business
at the Old Bailey, and wanted a juryman withdrawn
because a man with no religion was not fit to be a
judge of serious business, might have consulted some
older teachers than Bradlaugh, if he wanted to avoid
making a fool of himself. Coleridge, for instance,
said that “ the present system of taking oaths is
horrible.”” It direotly promoted false evidence.
“You may depend upon it, the more oath-taking
the more lying generally among the people.” Such
was Coleridge’s view of Mr. Muir’'s gentlemen fit for
serious business. | will not quote the sterner lan-
guage of Bentham, for he was an Atheist.

| see that the Star praises the Jewish Chronicle for
denouncing Mr. Muir, who challenged the juror’'s
right to affirm, on behalf of the Grown, whose case
he was conducting. Judge Bantoul acquiesced in
these proceedings, but, apparently, did not approve
of them, and the matter was discussed in Court
after the juror was dismissed. An article in the
Jewish Chronicle was the cause of this discussion,
the editor having published an artiolo in condem-
nation of the alleged right of the Crown to challenge
anybody for anything, even when a juror seeks relief
to his conscience, to which he is entitled by a speoial
law.

The Star endorses the Freethinker's hope that the
Homs Secretary or the Lord Chanoellor, or both, will
give information on these points to gentlemen who
administer the law in our Courts of Justice, and put
them in the right road. *“ If the incident is to be
passed over without notice,” the Star adds, “ the
Oaths Act will, so far as jurors are concerned,
become a dead letter at the Central Criminal Court.”
The Jewish Chronicle further adds, it must not be
forgotten that “ years ago Mr. Bradlaugh fought and
won a great battle for the right of a man to affirm in
Parliament.” | am afraid that this faot is too often
overlooked.

There is one writer to whom it is always pleasant
and profitable to turn, let the subjeot be what it will.
Reynolds, the actor, declared that you could vote
Shakespeare for anything. He had just bidden his
hostess good-night, and was rather sad at parting
with such good oompany. It was not a situation
whioh lent itself to quotation of a recondite ohar-
aoter, and the lady reminded him of his declaration
about the Swan of Avon. * Madam,” he said, “ |
ono8 more take my leave under the shade of melan-
choly boughs (bows)."

Now, Shakespeare says a good deal, first and last,
about these gentlemen fit for serious business. |
have not time at prosent to go over all his plays, and
mark where ho represents oath-takers as the wickedest
or meanest of men. Mr. Muir might feel inclined to
do this for me, for | am a very busy man, and have
lately been passing through a long and severe illness;
but | doubt if he will do me the kindnees, so | will
jog along my own way, and take the first selection
that occurs to me. Nay, it does not so much occur
to me as force itself upon me. When the con-
spirators are met at night to plot the assassination
of Ciesar, one noble spirit will help to Kkill the tyrant,
but will not take part in an aot of dirty deseoration.
Coosar was his friend. He will help to kill him, not out
of any disgusting hatred or envy, but for treachery
to Rome and Liberty. Cassius suggests that the
conspirators shall swear a common resolution, and
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Brutus exclaims:—

“No, not an oath : if not the face of men,

The sufferance of our souls, the time’s abuse,—

If these be motives weak, break off betimes,

And every man hence to his idle bed ;

Bo let high-sighted tyranny range on,

Till each man drop by lottery. But if these,

As | am sure they do, hear fire enough

To kindle cowards, and to steel with valor

The melting spirits of women ; then, countrymen,

tVhat need we any spur, but our own cause,

To prick us to redress ? What other bond

Than secret Romans, that have spoke the word,

And will not palter ? and what other oath

Than honesty to honesty engag'd,

That this shall be, or we will fall for it ?

Swear priests, and cowards, and men cautelous,

Old feeble carrions, and such suffering souls

That welcome wrongs ; unto bad causes swear

Buch creatures as men doubt: but do not stain

The even virtue of our enterprise,

Nor th’ insuppressive mettle of our spirits,

To think that or our cause or our performance

Did need an oath; when every drop of blood

That every Roman bears, and nobly bears,

Is guilty of a several bastardy,

If he do break the smallest particle

Of any promise that hath passed from him.”
The man in whose month Shakespeare put that mag-
nificent outburst—one of the grandest pieces of
composition in all English literature—was Brutus,
whom he himself calls, through the mouth of Marc
Anthony, “ the noblest Roman of them all.”

I have no more time to give to this subject at
present, but it is evident at a single glance that
there is atremendous difference between Shakespeare
and Mr. Muir—which, by the way, may not be sur-
prising. Shakespeare’s choice falls on the Free-
thinker, Mr. Muir turns him out of court.

G. W. Foote.

Victory.

WHEN | wrote in the Freethinker of April 25 on
Mr. Justice Joyce’s decision in the Bowman Case, |
gave my article the title of “ A Great Victory.”
Some of my friends were afraid that | was rather
premature. They knew there was a possibility of an
Appeal against the judge’s decision, and when notice
of Appeal was finally given, they suggested that it
would have been better to have been less confident,
and so have avoided the possibility of having to
admit that my judgment was ill-based. And, of
course, to wait for a certainty before speaking, was
a very safe plan. But that indicates neither courage
nor judgment; and causes such as ours are best
served by the exercise of both qualities.

Even though | had been wrong in thinking that
the Appeal against Justice Joyce’s deoision would be
dismissed, his verdiot would still have represented a
great victory. We should have won a battle, even
though we had lost the campaign. The verdiot of a
judge of the High Court that the Secular Society,
Limited was a perfectly legal Society, entitled to
hold and receive bequests at law, would have been a
considerable asset in a new campaign that would
have been commenced.

Events have now quite justified the confidence
that many of us felt in the soundness of the Society’s
position. The hearing of the Appeal came before
the Master of the Rolls and Lords Justices War-
rington and Pickford on July 18. On July 16,
counsel concluded their arguments, and it was
announced that the Court reserved judgment, but
hoped to deliver its decision before it rose for the
vacation. On Friday, July 80, judgment was de-
livered, and the judgos unanimously dismissed the
Appeal. There still remains the possibility, but not,
I think, the probability, of an Appeal to the House of
Lords. But with two such decisions, and bearing in
mind the statement of the law as laid down by Mr.
Justice Joyce, and by the three Judges of Appeal,
that is, | think, a contingency not likely to arise.

The judgment delivered, while brief, was sweeping
and conclusive. Eaoh of the judges spoke, and the
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whole judgment occupied rather less thani Ljj
minutes. Eaoh of them travelled over sn , g.*;;
the same ground, and although the phraseo

a little different in each oase, | do not thins &L »
was said by any one of the judges that w ~

have been endorsed by the other two. . jai:
reason | do not think it necessary to Par
the different opinions. Substantially, there
one opinion, given in three voices. t¥

To begin with, all three judges plaoed 00 %jigail

mass of early precedents and ecclesiastical it
that Mr. Cave, K.C., had so laboriously An
They were all out-of-date before Mr. Cave jt
in hand; they are still more out-of-date n o

Master of the Rolls also cleared away ano "0
upon which Mr. Cave laid stress both in b Ar_ae
Joyce’s Court and the Court of AppQCal,

had argued that a bequest to the Society “»
perpetuity, and if that were so, the gin w Zdes
How Mr. Cave came to urge that point P efr;
A perpetuity can only bo created by "
conservation of the capital, and Mr. Ca  din
argument on the clause in the Mem°r , Oty
Association which forbade any sharing °go0dy.
capital amongst its members should the t
any time come to an end. But asthere d#:
in the Memorandum to prevent the Socie y ~ i

the whole of its oapital, at any time it 00y
so, the argument for a perpetuity bre
completely. ., i

The two other arguments upon WMIC god
relied were that it was illegal to d0°F.g ddc!
to attack religion, and that €ven
constitute blasphemy, still the Courts °° i0
aid it to tiad extent Of enforeing a 00 |{p@%£
favor. Before considering these point® .eCY
of tie Roll$ laid down the prircipglke " {Ljiig
was not justified in going outside thO goc\it
Memorandum of Association. The be
Limited, was a properly constituted bo® F.BSS o
objects. It was, consequently, the
HeT m tT r d°d b03e Memoranda, and those-¢

Eyoqw lit t0 con8idei’ whatthe Oh-gV
ngrrantel -+ AhiRk ‘st 1S Fulley

Artioles P r f£tJ DTtho directions indicated j
that the Jastice Pickford also PQIO,
Articles had no right to go bfowd >

Society Lirmited) vas forgreetl ©  erfhigda* 7

National Secular Sooiety, but tha”~ ~ tb”i

m°ney mieht' had been poinieu -
was true infcb® appl,'0d to illegal P* & g <*
was, Were the only Guestion before thg$<

nothing ile, L, it SPERRITSOEs

This was Mr. Justice Joyoe”s kb
The Articles—that was the question- o 0
or illegal? What the Society niig , 0

money, whether it spent that m°nOF to

an illegal mannér had really not

tine sudbjsuit. Am Arohbishop nHg Jo® ~0
phemy, but that would not disfranc q» $
Any oitizen might commit murder, doon,/oiK
other crimes, but that is no reason wrjtid» ff-
an outlaw from birth. As | said wI'  giving tfl3
first hearing, one of the purposes o | rotjgb ~

ciation a legal status is that it May ~ jgegfll n
a oourt if it spends its funds w a and 6 Odj
From the point of view of a layM jied
from that of the Court of Appea’ aflSociaf ils
more absurd than to declare an  ordifaP
beoause some of its agents mighbti

l?urning to Mr. Cave's argnmé’rqt Ir'EjiO
what | have oalled positive and
tho Master of the Rolls said kbO. 0@3
in the Memorandum was Clause {fl)' #0ro iK
“ To promote in such ways aaJ?".maBp°>9a
bo determined, the principle that n
be based upon natural knowledge 00 4)
natural belief, and that human W It,a0’
the proper end of all thought and g
Mr. Cave had argued that this
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to bo under the impression that Atheism

iy an offence at law. All three judges agreed
tW ssfantially>this was Atheism. It involved,
% 8’ deQlal of the providence of God, the
a6 reBS'on>and the truth of revelation. But,
ded, was there anything in this Article, or in
ati S of the Articles, that could not be carried
heel &obrf(3ctly lawful manner ? They all agreed

"HimWes n°t- It had been argued that to attack
t8j?a Was an offence, but, said the Master of
fod u—an® ~e waa t°~owed *n express

y . °y the other judges—a better view of the
iifl™. that laid down by Lord Coleridge, that pro-
lothi 6/Vas don0 In a becoming manner, there was
i ille8al in attacking or denying the funda-
thag 3 °t religion. And Lord Warrington cited
aQe.and telling passage from Coleridge’'s sum-

® In the case of Mr. Foote .—
ian™0 "ase a Prosecution for an as
janity per O on groun” tlaat
,Sease of Lord Hale, Lord Raymond, and Lord
jud teraetl> Part of the law of the land, is in my

that”~f*° forSot ~at the law grows like other things,
W iaou§b the principles of law remain, yet that the
°f tIP'0o78 And It Is one °t the inestimable advantages
layy i° ®omm°n Law that it is bo, that the principles of
stai V6 £o k® applied to infinitely changing circum-
I0j. °es and to growth— some people would say towards
e, ?tossion, but | should venture to say towards pro-
@R8I011 of human opinion."”

ersion of Chris-
hristianity is in

adtW ™ @l of Mae N oils In almost scornful tones
‘veDtieti Ifc would be almost shocking to hold in the
~hghtll °entm'y>in V10w °l the various schools of

ropnf /N eir representatives, that to teach there
*s uUQ  Was to be guilty of blasphemous libel. It
htin“ \ 8%£ to deny the truth of religion, it was
Tttt promote Atheism, and there was not
Retion th  ~r~0%s of the Memorandum of Asso-
wal&atlat could not be oarried out in a perfeotly
W iT - That was the considered judgment of
N« * 01 Appeal, and it was as sweeping and as

Shin ;?Ga as our best friends could desire.

t0.?7818the first time that the legality of a”b”™ .q
HJi? Secular Society, Limited, has - onG__be
fiVv andl fancy it will be the lastJSo one
tnw®th ever so sharp—is likely to sp

-ONR that Hle- The imjportange of the ease was
torcertai o number of counsel in Court, and

ent as K48 case is to the Militant Freethought

N 8lsnib°ance covers a larger area still,

mn ~er eooietios will feel the more secure

Car.: ?Sbt which the Secular Sooiety, Limited,

through, as some have already benefited

S*CnKing before Mr. Justioe Joyoe, and again in
'V \rt of Appeal, Mr. Cave said in rather an
N v tone that the Memorandum of Association
u Very oleverly drawn. Of course it had
f,QraWwn under the supervision of one who
Blaaphemy Laws through and through,
, toL new fiom experience how dangerous it would
Stid8 Christian bigotry the slightest chance
its malignanoy. Bigots had used the
V @?o0agh to oppress freedom of thought and
N a°d to imprison men and women infinitely
> C rthy than themselves. The Secular Sooiety,
r%, Case may teach them that even the law
S i f that to the extent indioated above> it
% t, ThSe5 he used to prevent the rational dis-
1'Mr. p r®bgious beliefs.
jutog it,ofe¥ said the Society’s SoI|C|tor to me on
W O Court, “ deserves to be congratulated.
bOen fought on his lines throughout.

., b his advioe from the start.” That
H>U thl'?’ *- °E oourse, knew quite well, but it
°thers should know it also. He coulc

‘tigp 6
in Court n. person; al tec
B 0 Courgn rson o
°f the campaign, and the wisdom of
Ir.. Dn. Was seen in the result. And this was
,;Qgs jjNItb the fitness of things. The Secular
08 rgia\if.ed and created by him, it was, as he

>bis child. | prefer to say it is one of

o it will rank as avery important precedent,
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his children; | am sure that the Freethinker itself
holds a prominent place in his affections. Mr. Cave
was not merely fighting the Secular Society, Limited,
he was meeting also the wary old fighter who had
discovered the weak joint in his enemy’s armor,
and who was taking full advantage of his discovery.
We are all pleased, for the sake of “ the best of
causes,” at this legal victory. But | may be excused
expressing my personal pleasure that the last of the
old Freethought leaders finds a long life of work

crowned with this magnificent victory. ™ qoiien

Intercession and the War.

The fourth day of the current month was the first
anniversary of our declaration of war with Germany,
which was specially observed at St. Paul’s by a great
service attended by “ the King and all the great
leaders of the nation,” the main objeot of whioh
was “ to inaugurate the second year of the War
by invoking God’s help.” On the last Sunday after-
noon in July an open-air servioe had been held on
the steps of the Cathedral, preceded by a parade
on the Embankment, at which some thousands of
troops with massed bands rendered valuable assist-
ance. For use at both services a Litany of Inter-
cession had been prepared which, it was expected,
was so worded as to produce a favorable impression
upon the omnipotent Sovereign of the Universe. In
connection with these fresh endeavors to persuade
Heaven to befriend Great Britain in the War, the
Bishop naturally occupied a prominent position, who
had already addressed to the people of London a
message to afford them guidance and direction in
the effort of prayer and intercession which he called
upon them to make. This message appeared in the
Church Times for July 23, and is of such a character
as to demand a critical examination. Of oourse, it
was quite impossible for his lordship to address his
people without alluding to his recent visit to the

Front, and telling stories about the bravery, pri-
vations, and sufferings of our men there. Then
he asks, “What are we doing at home? Is the

message of Christ from the Cross to be the standard
of mankind, or the modern German teaching that
might is right” ? He assures us that “ nothing
less than that is the issue before the world to-day.”
What Christ’s message from the Cross is he does not
inform us. As a matter of fact, nobody knows, and
there is no way of finding out. Our concern, how-
ever, is with the Bishop of London’s message, and its
bearing upon the terrible situation.

His lordship begins by stating that there is one
thing which everybody can do, namely, pray. Even
this statement is false. There are thousands of
people in his own diooese who cannot pray because
they do not believe in prayer. Prayer has no value
in their eyes because they do not believe in the
existence of any being who can hear and answer
it. To them the following assertion by the Bishop
sounds unutterably absurd:—

"1f evoryone prayed, and prayed regularly, we should
receive a spiritual force which would astonish the world.”

Dr. Ingram knows how absolutely safe it is to make
such an assertion, because of the absolute certainty
that everyone will never pray. Christians have never
received and exerted a spiritual force whioh aston-
ished the world. True, the Bishop would admit;
but then the time has never been when everyone
prayed, and prayed regularly. Has it never struck
the right reverend gentleman that it is the worst
speoies of blasphemy to represent God as being
determined not to vouchsafe the victory to Great
Britain, though she is fighting for Jesus Christ,
until “ everyone prays, and prays regularly?” Either
he calumiuates the Divine Being most wickedly, or
is guilty of praying to deaf ears. Furthermore,
according to the Bishop, it is not the prayer of a
righteous man that availeth so much in its working,
but that of those among whom “ there is none that
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doeth good.” To pray properly we most be great
sinners who repent. “ If we are honest with our-
selves,” his lordship adds, “ all have much selfishness
and love of comfort, to say nothing of other sins, to
lay penitently before God.” |If we do so lay them
before God, he will be gracious unto us and grant
us a glorious victory; but if not, Germany shall
win, though her cause is wrong, and ours right.

To secure the triumph of our just cause, everyone
of us must pray, pray regularly, and pray penitently.
That is the threefold condition of final success in the
War. They who rely on big battalions, adequately
equipped, are doomed to a bitter disappointment,
for the word has gone forth that “ not by might,
nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord
of Hosts,” shall the fight be won. History and
our own reason tell us that this is not true, and
the Bishop of London says the same thing. If
our prayers are to be answered, we must answer
them ourselves. His lordship does not say this
in so many words, but he says it in effect thus:—

“ Prayer and penitence must lead up to service. ‘I
am among you as he that serveth,” was Christ's own
declaration, and it sanctifies the great appeal made
to the nation to-day for universal voluntary service.’
‘Am | making what | can out of the War’'? or 1Am
| giving all I can for the good of the common cause’?
It is the answer to these questions which marks off a
traitor from a patriot. The lads at the Front are doing
their bit. What is my bit? And am | doing it ?”

Orthodox theology teaches that “ doing is a deadly
thing,” salvation being by faith alone, and prayer
is independent of works, works being only the fruit
of the answer to prayer; but the Bishop is heterodox
enough to see that prayer, if alone, accomplishes
nothing. Listen to this:—

“1 must do more than serve, | must save. The nation
has to save .£1,000,000,000 a year to pay for the War,
the Prime Minister tells us; then | must see there is no
waste in my household. However small a sum it may
be, I must save what | can and invest it in the War
Loan to help my country....... These seem to me the
resolutions we are bound to make—'Il will pray, |
will repent, I will serve, | will save.””

It seems to us, on the contrary, that the first two
resolutions completely nullify the second couple. If
one prays and repents to secure a certain result, it
would bo rank impiety to endeavor to realise the
same object through hard work. If prayer and work
are simultaneous, it is impossible to determine what
share, if any, prayer has in bringing about the
desired effect. The Christians are now arranging for
improved intercessory services, at which prayer is to
be penitent as well as believing. Several such ser-
vices have already been hold in different parts of the
country, and the clergy have certified that if the
prayers are sufficiently regular and penitent we shall,
in God’s good time, come out of this frightful conflict
more than conquerors through him whose servants
we are; but the Minister of Munitions, though him-
self a believer in the efficacy of prayer, conducts the
business of his department as if no God existed, as
if prayer did not count. The fortunes of the War
have not been affeoted in the least by the prayers of
the faithful on either side. In two of his resolutions
the Bishop seems to have faith in munitions, and
yet he recommends his people to pray thus —

“ Stretch forth tby hand, thou God of Hosts, and
decide between ns and our enemies; give us fortitude
and courage to endure hardness as good soldiers, and
crown our labors with victory ; for Jesus Christ’s sake.”

The Churches are divided against one another in
their attitude to the story of alleged supernatural
intervention at certain stages in the present War.
Some ministers profess to believe that an angelic
guard came to the help of our retreating Army at
Mons, among whom are men of Dr. Horton’'s tem-
perament. Others, suoh as the Dean of Durham,
totally disapprove of the evident growth during the
War of grovelling superstition and belief in miracles.
Dr. Henson is reported as giving “ as an instance of
this the story which had been widely circulated in
religious newspapers, and had found its way into
sermons, of the presence of angels at the retreat
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from Mons.” He had no hesitation in prea?ixX”
that story “ a myth which had come from a j°Dr.
ist.” The Rev. H. T. Knight, M.A., also, Pref Du

at St. Mary’s Church, Shortlands, referred to ~
same legend in very similar terms, affirming

answer to the question, “ If it helps people to ke

in angels, is it not better to leave them with ~
faith rather than to take it away from theme
“in the interest of faith itself, it is aec08Ba jnis
rejeot the [Mons] episode altogether.” He P

out that “ the plea that beoause a belief is spirju
advantageous it ought to be upheld and oultw ~
is a plea that leads straight to superstition.

Horton, however, loves and revels in supers »
His instance of Divine interposition in tho *
danelles was the quintessence of superstition. }
not easy to realise that a sane porson coulu n
that, in answer to tho prayers of the sailors. p
which aimed at the destruction of their aBl
were so deflected in their flight that they »0j "jef

less into the sea. We do not doubt but tba #
in such a legend might prove temporarily “
tageous to religion, but Mr. Knight reminds n
positive falsehoods have often done the same-

As believers in and advocates of freedom. ffer

never dream of preventing, even if we had the p

to do so, the holding of intercessory serviees-~."
Bishop of London has a perfect right to eon” fie
himself in a series of four resolutions, ancV Qtij to
and tho same time to summon his people fie
pray and to work for victory ; but we also 0 %0
right to expose his inconsistency and warnt V
against his fundamentally fallacious reason*

beg to recall the fact, which he may have fo b
that while a twenty-four hoars’ prayer-mee

being conducted in bis own Cathedral, the joBo-
raided our north-east coast and killod scores * gjiot

cent men, women, and children. The trot PAi 65
if the Germans are to be beaten, the at
task must be performed by us and our Alims, . jo

any assistance from either gods or their .a?L.esoff
spite of all our prayer-meetings and
services, we are still very far from winning @8 gif
and even so stalwart a Christian belief
William Robertson Nicoll admits that n
utilise every ounce of our energy within ~ be
few months wo shall certainly be defeate » ffly afb
is right. We know the old Latin adage, b
work ” ; but we much prefer the other PrOyhat praf®
says, “ To pray is to work,” which m3a“Gs "0 °°-
tiiaf*moi.exercifie is only worthless, »
K WORK and tells in real life being “s

people m ? fL H°we/ er maob tbo Kaieer “fi to
assume thatS i’ and we have every re8foV

conduct of L~ W ~ m?0h given t0 Praye.' olacgi
upon tho skill i,tieir exclusive reliance, 13
WS"a’rTéetBR‘i‘F’A r*n m%ﬂsfé‘”é’o&ﬂ?s on eijher S *i3

deteYMIAsY By barthiyMedil thoqid joaf d * 7

w Libr™ 1
A Book from Shakespeare’s
,aed

“ We cannot look, however imperfectly, f
without gaining something from him.1iv those’

“ Authors who have influence are merely ~\@il10 jrib
perfectly what other men are thinking; w toth n
minds ideas or sentiments which were ten

. . 3@ pifl
John Flokio's translation of MontaignOaffi

is the one book we know for certain to itb
the library of Shakespeare, and this g r' Nctc
interest to awriter who has ever been N o0
Beakiyers-  Few authers eRarm @8 mrfit  le®

stir O(ihere may be greater, b°(
S0 sn MllinteJ('! ot * °F]0 thau this8wise trifi
so surely reach the heart. It Is over tbr

years since this old French Freethinker% s
memory is as green and affection fe?
as if he belonged to our own time.

legitimate ancestor of all essay &l

flg, tb9
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ad-— “crm °f literature. He first surprised
looked his contemporaries, and finally beoame
aP Polar author.
Qv h?8an a’e P~antry and stiffness. Writers
is etaGnselves the air of professors, and were almost
toOea™at)l0" Bat this old Gascon gentleman be-
ao'v blmsOR of writing, without restriction as
W- ie°t and manner, his experience of life. He
~own ceremony in literature, and first vindi-
ljj wf'Q pros9 the liberty of unsoholastic writing.
5t @QJt was the immortal Essays, whioh first
Ire 58 ant* “ben "alighted those who read them.

SeelYi7erS wbo Prece”e”™ Montaigne wore, generally
dJa InS> exclusive, bigoted, self-sufficient, and an-

Do [n'Qative. But Montaigne brought a new note
,mditerature. He laughed pedantry out of the
tas’ 1118 “ erciless mockery broke down the bar-
Nthin °*N teaming, whioh confined authorship
u 1 such narrow borders. He departed from that
™leSBional tradition of quotation for the purpose of

the extent of the author’'s knowledge. If
Ua'dgue cited a saying of Plutarch or Seneca,
3 s to show how it tallied with what everybody
H3 sMl thinking or saying. If he quoted some
h.gnficent lines of Lucretius, it was not to parade
itf *DNimate knowledge of a great classic, but because
ARtied with simplicity and truth some deep chord

¢baigne aid not disdain to turn from the grave
liou 8 cE philosophy and theology to homelier and

v A~ g e was nof agove writing on
~y-Ko' coacbes> slippers, or even smells AN
'leiou0 3™ Mortal, he would turn aside from a

y subjeot to tell a Rabelaisian story. Ho
arge and kindly glance on the world. His
wkich so much has been said, was in
bls P10*09" against the pedantry and
Pletely °-f8 bla time. Not only did he break com-
ty scholastic tradition, but he was one of
W h ?verera of the genius and powers of the
tik!) th an"Da80- A buoyant and playful humor
h abg) 00®M .bl9 writing, now and again broken
et an Pain- What laughter; and in the pity,
ao?er\t of tears, as of rain in the wind !
their 0D 8 bves bave b00On so accurately reflected
,work3 as that of this immortal essayist.
Pigiadf) 8 be ~id through the terrible years of
jodinr v?are>when Europe was a cockpit of oon-
[iidgof j~ 6°8 wo learn le68 of battles and murders
tikia Civil'viPefisenal litfes apd diglitses. In the ter-

e 0int *\ara°f thO League, whioh converted every
NthOot 0 a fort, Montaigne kept his house open and

and “6noe’ Catholics and Protestants freely
°'iir0 .,”~ent, the oonrage and honor of this brave

st

feality
N eotat?at”

~°otai Drer beinS everywhere esteemed.
N ou)v!”de rarely rises to enthusiasm in his Essays,
36ttieth’ 6re auctions are concerned. Thero

touching in his veneration for his father,

¥8 r 8B #ifferent-a -stamp. Ebudlly strongy is

%ennPr 8ai°’n ho leaves of his friendship with

Ctiv T? a® la Boetie. It was a oomradeship too

~scon 3ed by death, but it remained to the old

H lenf 000 of his most oherished and one of his

% Possessions. His great love in literature

8ocrates. In writing of him his oheek

S i * * his otherwise placid style rises to pas-
ih6f Potent is the influence of genius.

F Play of Montaigne’s intellect m his world-

N BRy9was bat an aspect of his Freethougao,

80 noticeable a feature that Emerson,

N n L «eatly three hundred years later, in another

F0F tv,h&il8 this great Frenchman as a parfoot

3 tWI°® sceptic. But Montaigne’s orowmng glory

1GiI@Bin influenced Shakespeare, the supremo

136 a the world’s literature.

MeP8M,, **tor Montaigne is the frankest and most

a *t of writers. He took as his motto a pair

ftilLTIth tho words, “ What know | and said

C O£ 181009 opinions are the result ot oustom.

» ¢ i ; mere man ot
8" 4ajjl  oglfca in common language, ho oon-
Q0 N ‘uof lofty and audacious inquiry. Withal,

-~“omanitarian, and he was one of the
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earliest men in Europe who questioned the sense and
justice of murdering people for a difference of
opinion. His denunciation of the conduot of the
Christians in America does him infinite honor.

Montaigne’s glory is that he thought human life,
with its actions and its passions, a very important
and interesting thing. Ha did not, like so many
writers of his time, oare only for the parade of
knowledge. It wa3 man he cared for, and th9 whole
of manhood; its good and evil, its greatness and
grotesqueness, its laughter and its tears. Under a
calm exterior, his heart wa3 in love with mankind,
and he had a passionate desire for the establishment
of truth and justice among men. To add, by any
tribute of ours, to the fame, or to enhance the glory,
of this many-sided man is impossible. He is one of
the immortals of our race who live beyond praise.
The language whioh ho enriohed is a perpetual me-
morial of him, and he has passed beyond oritioism.
Ho survives with ShakGspearo and Cervantes in the
memory and affection of men.

“ From our plaudits greatly fled,
They with diviner silence dwell instead,

And, far beyond our vision and our hail,
Are heard for ever, and are seen no more.”

Mimnermus.

The Fourth Gospel.

The Nobleman’s Son.

After passing through the province of Samaria the
pseudo-John makes his new Jesus “ come again unto
Cana of Galilee, where ho made the water wine.”
While staying here, we are told, “ a certain noble-
man, whose son was sick at Capernaum ” came to
him “ and besought him to come down and heal his
son ; for he was at the point of death.” To this
appeal Jesus answered, “ Go thy way ; thy son liveth.”
The imaginary nobleman * believed the word that
Jesus spake unto him and went his way.” The point
to be noted in this miraole is the circumstantial
evidence adduoed in proof of the cure.
“ And as he [the nobleman] was going down [from
Cana to Capernaum] his servants met him, saying that
his son lived. So lie inquired of them the hour when
ho began to amend. They said unto him, Yesterday at
tho seventh hour the fever left him. So the father
knew that it was at that hour in which Jesus said unto
him, Thy son liveth : and himself believed, and all his
house ” (John iv. 51—53).
Could any miracle bo more conclusively established ?
It is true that we have but the word of an anonymous
seoond century writer for it, and that ho wrote in
the name of the apostle John. We know, also, that
neither the two visits made by Jesus to Cana of
Galilee, nor the two miraoles said to have been
wrought there, are mentioned in any of the other
three Gospels, and that had these been known to the
three Synoptists, one or more of the three would
certainly have reoorded them. Both Matthew and
Luke have added new matter from apooryphal
sources — the first two chapters in eaoh beiDg
examples. Mark alone has drawn only from the
primitive Gospel. Many of the apooryphal writings
have come down to our day; but in none of them do
we find any narratives that are now in the Fourth
Gospel, or anything in the least like them. We thus
arrive again at the only conclusion that explains the
known facts—viz., that all the narratives in the
“ Gospel of John,” whioh are not found in one or
other of the Synoptics, were piously fabricated by
the pseudo-John himself.
In concluding this fourth chapter the writer,

Nor is this to bo jspeaking of the healing of the nobleman’s son, says:

“ This is again the second sign that Jesus did when he
had come out of Judea into Galilee.” This state-
ment plaoes that alleged miraolo (and also the chapters
John i.—iv.) before the Synoptio Jesus had wrought
any miraole in Galilee ; that is to say, before the
events reoordod in Matt. iv. 23, Mark i. 21, and Luke
iv. 81—though thoro is no place for those ohapters
in the Synoptioal Gospels.
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The Pool op Bethesda.

After the performance of the foregoing miracle we
are told that “ there was a feast of the Jews” at
hand, and such being the case, “ Jesus went up to
Jerusalem ” (John v. i). Then follows an aooount of
even a greater wonder, and one which, up to that
time, was unknown to any human being save the
pseudo-John himself. This account reads :(—

“ Now there is in Jerusalem by the sheep market a
pool, which is called in Hebrew Pethesda, having five
porches. In these lay a multitude of them that were
sick, blind, halt, withered [waiting for the moving of
the water: for an angel of the Lord went down at
certain seasons into the pool, and troubled the water :
whosoever then first after the troubling of the water
stepped in was made whole, with whatsoever disease
he was holden]. And a certain man was there, which
had been thirty and eight years in his infirmity. When
Jesus saw him lying, and knew that he had been now
a long time in that case, ha saith unto him, Wouldest
thou be made whole? The sick man answered him,
Sir, 1 have no man, when the water is troubled, to put
me into the pool: but while I am coming, another
steppeth down before me, Jesus saith unto him, Arise,
take up thy bed, and walk. And straightway the man
was made whole,” etc. (v. 2—9).

This narrative is of interest chiefly as showing the
ideas which the pseudo-John held respecting the
Christian God and the Christian Savior. He believed
that the God whom he worshiped possessed the
power, if he thought fit to exercise it, to heal all the
sick people lying around the pool; but that in his
compassion and loving-kindness he chose to heal but
one—the person who first stepped into the water.
The writer also believed that his Savior, following
the example of his God, never gave a thought to the
healing of more than one person, but went on his
way leaving all “ the sick, blind, halt, and withered ”
—save one—unhealed : and he made him do so. The
Jesus of the Synoptics, we are told, “ went about in
all Galilee...... healing all manner of disease and all
manner of siokness among the people ” (Matt. iv. 28);
but the Jesus of the “ Gospel of John” did not
trouble his head about such matters.

It is soarcely necessary to say that the foregoing
story is a fabrication. In the first place, it was not
found in the primitive Gospel from which the three
other evangelists drew the main portion of their
narratives. In the next place, no pool in Jerusalem
at which an angel agitated the water for the cure of
sickness or disease is mentioned by any writer known
to history—including the Jewish historian Josephus.
The Christian Church know the story to be a fiction ;
but not being able to erase it, they have in the
Revised Version omitted from the text the words |
have placed within braokets, and have relegated
them to the margin. But this does not get rid of
the statement that “ at certain seasons” an angel
agitated the water of the pool; for the words
italioised in the reply of the sick man prove that
the portion within brackets was an essential part of
the story, which, in fact, cannot be understood with-
out that portion. Writing in the second CGntury,
the pseudo-John had no fear of detection ; for the
destruction of Jerusalem and the dispersion of the
Jews throughout the Roman Empire would be thought
to cause the divine intervention to cease.

After the performance of this miracle, it is further
said:—

“ Jesus had conveyed himself away, a multitude
being in the place. Afterward Jesus findeth the healed
man in the temple, and said unto him, Behold, thou art
made whole: sin no moro, lest a worse thing befall
theo " (v. 13, 14).

Here we have a sample of the dense ignoranoe pre-
valent in the days of the Presbyter John, who in the
foregoing paragraph has placed his own ideas in the
mouth of his imaginary Jesus. This Savior, accord-
ing to the statement made, believed that the thirty-
eight years of affiiotion suffered by the healed man
was a punishment for some sin that man had pre-
viously committed. And this is the kind of Jesus
that rational men of the present day are asked to
believe was a divine Being and the Savior of the
world.
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A Nonsensical Discoubse.

On the same day this pseudo-Jesus is represerPJ
as making a long discourse (v. 17—47), from wbiot
have only space for some short extracts. Ike
lowing, for instance, is one of the moat remarkat®
statements made by the Jesus of this Gospel:—

“ Verily, verily, | say unto you, the Son e& °

nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father

for what things soever the Father doeth, these the»

also doeth in like manner. For the Father loveth 1

Son, and sheweth him all things that himself doa

(v. 19—20).
Here the Fourth Gospel Jesus is represented &
saying™that he learnt the art of working mirad® \
watching his Father in heaven working thomr> (0
that only such miraoles as the Father wrought
he able to work; that the Father loved the Son. ®
for that reason showed him how to perform al_ [
he himself performed. Nobody with a
sense could imagine a divine psrson speaking Jh
way : this Savior talks like a little boy whose fOt
a professional conjurer, Mas shown him BoW t—OO,
some easy sleight-of-hand tricks. If, then, w0
to know the kind of miracles which “ the '
had wrought in heaven, we have but to turn
Fourth Gospel and see what “ signs ” Jesus is S®a
have performed in that book. From this record
learn that “ the Father” had turned water into
and had cured blindness, siokness, and diseases a»0*
the people there, and had even restored the f
life : whence it follows that there were plengy if
sick and afflicted folk, as well as dead POG10te
heaven. How grievously mistaken, then, @fl
Salvationists who stand at street corners sho
m stentorian tones :__

In heaven above, where all is love,
There will be no more sorrow there.”

Again, in this discourse, according toW *
Version, Jesus is described as inviting -nt) ~
“ search the soriptures ” (i.e., the Old Testa ¢jvi®
they wished to find further testimony of "3 refld
nature. This isincorreot: the passage shorn ins

Ye search the scriptures because ye think
them ye have eternal life; and these are they
bear witness of me ” (v. 39).

? L ISw*i te learned Jews «*e» -

the Hebrew gcriptures;b but it was not to N

farmnf'~r hfe-” Tho Old Testament giv
formation upon that point. This is found om?

writings composed at a much later day—s®x
apocryphal 2 Esdras (about 50 B.C.).
Continuing his absurd egotistioal
pseudo-Jesus says
Think not that | will accuse you to the y
there is one that accuseth you, even Moses, on n
ye have set your hope. For if ye believed M°se{ jS

would beievo me; for he wrote of me.
behevomjt his writings, how shall ye believe my n

the
0

i(eo]
did i

. tWw
rail**

In this short paragraph we have the clearest PrQ
it is poBsibJe to have of the fiotitious cbara
the Fourth Gospel Jesus. In the first p!®°V

know beyond the smallest shadow of a » id
the Jewish rabbis did believe the writing8 , ¢O
were ascribed to Moses, and also that g:r]@ é%?\?tatg
not cause them to recognise Jesus as hat -
God. We know, in the next place, o
ment put in the mouth of Jesus—*“ fOr ,

of me "—is untrue. We know, also, tha »

in this chapter of Jesus declaring himse A
Son” of the Hebrew deity, of bis nP ,,g0On/
Jews for not believing him to ba tha ®flo

taxing them with a disbelief in the waooOcot ~

buted to Moses—we know that this elf, be
fabrication comPosed by the writer B _ QOribe” M
li.i L __v,nre desm. JW.

WQQId most a”snredlv h 3ted as here Taib@1

S as a hlashom d  have beoa Pric. to

”[])cB BUt.X ml\a, d Igaceokance witth thee< &
It is almost" S , tha casG of Stephen thi

Synoptics did Hot i°as J° say that the
1° the absurd mn~° a”ont arguing and d

GospeJ; ngrale the Byadptisfd vewess dpPearl
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ta a Jo8nsi or  tbO silly utterances and
%i billing discourses which are placed in his
H » flat Gospel.
%8 10 order to find support for the statement
1B3rHre N mO0i” 8om0 of fb0 most ingenious
9§ OnBtian commentators have carefully soru-
s8mety hue and word in the five “ books of
adtvfr aft<* an exhaustive search they have
;,toTjil0 following passages as predictions refer-
3 8Bs Christ: Gen. iii. 15—Gen. xxii. 17, 18—
A~~pTum. xxiv. 17—Dent, xviii. 18, 19.
299 Palsagas is quoted as a prediction in Acts
'and another in Gal. iii. 8—16; but in not

t h 00 ”"oeB a°y one ~he ~ve rOfOr to
Nazarene or to the Gospel Jesus. There

JQUIMOrd *n whole Av0 books of Moses that
stg % he applied to the Nazarene at all. And

-b lhe case, what are we to say of the
Nh oi'adenunciation of the unbelief of the
*fih, ‘'sats and scribes in failing to recognise him

WledM ,0*ed 'D P OnfatOnOh ? “ For if ye
In tt?858 woul” believe me ; for he wrote of
Jilkon ‘ae seoond century this statement was to

rtee by the great mass of Christians ;
AihnWere 10W scholars in that age, and fewer
>iSoronld be likely to possess a copy of the

priod’ NearlY the whole Christian Churoh of
. Sa8i WOre dependent upon a small number of

imli NTBr? HI50 hhe Presbyter John, and re-
Slenj0lo faith in what these teachers told them

6ed’ /r6 they that have not seen, and yet have
Wohn xx. 292.
Abracadabra.
Acid Drops.

>|ti
h"“8stthi rtmark f° a juror at the Old Bailey—which
Nraﬂesgat ~ r> Foote's article in this issue—has,
“ Per, see>evoked a protest from more than one
mfph, tkfif« a"~*on t° the Star and the Jewish
1( Article n°, oie °f July 28 had a strongly worded
:cj.°n ‘be subject, The writer points out that
N ~Nds'tif oxpressly intended to cover just such
¢i¢'he BjO fbat if the counsel wished to challenge a
/nY >aconfvT ~ave done so without giving a reason
Viv. ve linn w*b °f Parliament, and the judge
d, Hwe hotter than to have agreed with him.”

“ij;810BforV te a8ree- It is not at all an uncommon
dpijrya Counsel to take advantage of his position,

of taste for which he would be called

y»jifaaty fp ,exbibited under different conditions. The
the "Ire *be case is that the judge should

;iljJ* thet th objection, or at least have failed to remind
J).i'bg, an, e Juror was exercising a perfectly legal right
i8 80 have given him that pirobeation which

titled to expect from a judge in a court of

tis th
"oiw - ,°f the Jewish Chronicle was brought

d iu?? °u the charge of contempt of court for
SlInthatii. j “able criticism of the incident, the.judye
m 'aM Gogi 8UDb incidents happened in the courts con-
31, fata nappen every day in every case of felony
LMiv G jai. oballenging a member of the jury is con-
ion. 6 ?nough.  But it is not that which was

ut was_ the fact of the objection being

VWV 'thkﬁm bQV"Ug no religious belief that gave
V fc' foutjj h*bat this objection was so far admitted
Uaretl™ that the judge ordered the juror
case- For that kind of thing

V,Saiv,» ovav » We have no evidence; wo do not
V *W 6 fbe Occuyring before in one of the higher
i.MLQ) be Sarbawing of the Oaths Act, of course
mpa p bop6 .Prised to learn that it ever lias occurred.
: t a fbe Lord Chancellor will have his
"Hin °r citjXo t”e casei aud will realise that if it is a
its *reaf fbe law with respect, it is
uiinistration should be beyond suspicion.

’ §b, this juror—his name was not given in
oi th»M reP°rts—turns out to bo a member of

'V C ’otcouNational Secular Society, Mr. H. Cowell.
u W N « il make tbo matter more serious than
Htffb, S e. but it does give the incident a closer

' * CONMEIFy ak’ to Freethinkers. We are rather
uid not at once, and publicly, protest
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against the insulting remark of Mr. Muir, and demand the
protection of the Court. This might have had the effect of
forcing the judge to either correct the counsel’s impertinence
and contempt of the law, or saying himself that he agreed
with Mr. Muir’'s view of the effect of an absence of religious
belief on one's sense of justice. It would, perhaps, not be
a bad thing if, when Freethinkers are again summoned to
attend on juries, they were to cite this incident as a
precedent, and ask to be discharged on the ground of having
no religious belief. It would be interesting to have the
comments of other judges on that point.

The New York Times has a good war story. Little Elsie,
aged five, had been listening to her parents’ talk of the War.
At bed-time she said her prayers, and added, “ And now,
God, please take care of yourself, for if anything should
happen to you, we should only have Mr. Wilson, and he
is too proud to fight.”

New Salvation Army headquarters, erected at a cost of
¢66,000, were opened at Nottingham by the Duke of Portland.
The first Salvation Army never had so much money, and the
managing director was sold for thirty shillings.

The daily press mentions that, owing to war conditions,
railway employees are getting very shabby, new uniforms
being unprocurable. Let us hope they will not be reduced
to the simple uniform of Adam in Eden.

The War has evidently not interfered with the reading of
novels, for the Public Libraries report business as usual, and
the output from these institutions includes sixty per cent, of
fiction. Maybe people go to church to hear fiction from the
pulpit.

Truth will out in most unexpected places. In a new book
ou “ Anatole France,” Mr. W. G. George says, “ Like many
agnostics, Anatole France is more interested in religion than
is many a believer.” This truism has been expressed wittily
by the Gallic jest that “ it is so easy to believe in God if one
does not define him.”

Mr. Israel Zangwill has written an article on the Jewish
question, entitled “ The Hebrew Humpty Dumpty,” The
title would fit the Jewish god admirably.

The Rev. William Crouch is thankful that he is not suf-
ficiently educated to disbelieve in the Mons miracle. We
pity such a man and despise his credulity. He tells us
that millions of Christians have been praying since the
War began for the intervention of the holy angels. Even
on his own showing, the response to such prayers has
been on a pitiably small scale, and of a highly doubtful
character. Many clergymen are sufficiently educated to
treat the angelic guard at Mons as a pure myth. Like
all simpletons, Mr. Crouch is a coward. He makes loud
pretensions and refuses to substantiate them. The following
sentence damns him absolutely as an apologist:—

“ | could tell your correspondents [Church Times, July 30]
who are so anxious for evidence, where the evidence could be
obtained that would decisively prove or disprove the alleged
apparition, but | would not do so for any consideration.”

We positively affirm that the reverend gentleman refuses to
produce such evidence simply because ho cannot.

The clergy are not all agreed that the Germans are
Atheists. The Rev. F. H. B. Mackay, of All Saints’ Church,
Margaret-street, London, W., says, “ However this War
ends, whether the Allies win or Germany wins, it will deal
the death-blow to Teutonic Protestantism.” It should give
a knock-out blow to the religion of the “ Prince of Peace,”
whether Catholic or Protestant.

One of the bishops has been eulogising comic songs. Few
of his brethren have so much humor. |If they had a little
more, they would be unable to recite the stories of “ Lot and
His Wife,” "Jonah and the Whale,” and other Biblical
yarns, without bursting into smiles.

A former chapel in King-street, Baker-street, London, is
now being used as a War-workroom, the pulpit being a deBk
for the typist. Another old chapel in Walworth-road,
London, S.E., is now a picture theatre. “ God ” does not
trouble any more about his “ houses ” than he worries about
his children. -

Jesus Christ must have had an infinitely broad and strong
back, for Professor David Smith declares, in the British
Weekly for July 29, that the sins of all mankind, from
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the beginning to the end of time, were laid upon it and
borne away. By so bearing, or suffering, for them, he
procured for all sinners free pardon. Now, the pulpit
informs us, that the sins for which Christ died shall abide
upon and utterly destroy the impenitent for ever, which
means that the same sins are punished twice; first, in
the person of Christ; and, second, in the persons of those
from whom Christ took them away. And this sort of thing
is represented as illustrating the justice of God, who is said
to be incapable of doing wrong.

The Rev. Dr. Homes Dudden, Yicar of St. John’s, Notting
Hill, following the example of the Bishop of London, calls
the present European crisis a “ Holy War.” That proves
nothing at all, for the Germans, the Austrians, and the
Turks have adopted the same appellation. All the parties
concerned believe that they are champions of the right, and
that God is with them to lead them on to victory. We, on
the contrary, are more consistent, holding the opinion that
there is no God on either side, and that if this had been the
view entertained by all, the War would never have taken
place.

The Church of England has just initiated what is called
“ The Forward Movement in Intercession.” Heaven didn’t
seem to pay any heed to the previous movement. Men and
women prayed with the utmost sincerity for victory, but
nothing came of it. It is confidently expected by the
organisers of the new movement that it will so touch the
heart of their Heavenly Father as to morally force him to
come to the help of our cause. We are as sceptical as ever,
but are prepared to wait and see.

According to the Bishop of London, the War is the most
amazing miracle-worker the world has ever seen. Already
it has enabled Belgium, France, Russia, Great Britain, and
Italy to find their souls. Their sins, which were many, are
blotted out. Great are the souls of all of them, but greatest
of all is the soul of England. Belgium, France, Russia, and
Italy are fighting quite valiantly ; but his lordship believes
that, “ in this equally balanced contest on the Continent, it
is the soul of England which is once again to free the
world.” Was drivel so sickening ever indulged in before?

The Daily Mail recently devoted a column to an exposure
of the clerical yarn concerning the angels at Mons. Of
course, it never mentioned the share that the Freethinker
had in unravelling the tissue of invention. It is pleasant,
however, to find that so many people read this paper.

From the Observer of a recent date :—
“ An amusing conjunction of Tube announcements is
mentioned in the Pall Mall Gazette :—
Inns of Court Officers’ Training Corps :
The Devii.'s Own.
L ondon Rifle B rigade :
The finiht battalion God ever made.”

Some of our readers will remember the Lincident” in the
House of Commons when the well-known ovangelist, Mr.
F. N. Charrington, created a “ scene” by attempting to
seize the mace. Mr. Charrington may have had Cromwell
in his mind, but there the likeness ends, for the evangelist
was thrown out, “ five M.P.’s being implicated in the assault.”
Mr. Charrington now writes, that finding “ 1 have no redress
in the ordinary courts,” he intends to “ treat the matter
entirely from a Christian point of viow,” and will take
no further action. Well, that is quite Christian—the hum-
bug and cant of it—essentially so.

Tho National Anthem has beon improved by a lady bearing
the old English name of Blennerhassett, who has written
an extra verse commencing 11God save our splendid men T’

At the Wesleyan Conference the other day tho Rev. C.
Ensor Walters, formerly Superintendent of tho West London
Mission, made the saddest confession that it is possible for a
Christian minister to make. He stated that there was not
the least doubt but that they were going back, especially
amongst colliery men and in the heavy trade industries.
It was only necessary to study the life of any of their
cities on tho Lord’'s Day to be convinced of the truth
of that statement. He had himself made tho discovery
that picture-palaces were full and churches and chapels
practically empty on a Sunday evening. They had dili-
gently wooed tho working man and utterly failed to win
him. They woro clearly fighting a battle in which they
were losing ground. Without a doubt they were being
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defeated. What could they do to turn the
recommended the earnest preaching of the old Gospel
their fathers loved, forgetting that it is against tw ~
Gospel the people are revolting. It is Christianity
that is losing its hold upon the masses, and o *
struction or adaptation of it will ever attract them rec

uj

Journalists forget frequently that they are ™ L i
country where the Bible is supposed to be the rep’s . s

futhi  §ip @ bpnden newspaper, recently, a Waogsfy' ¢
peared concerning three harvesters aged over”™® j/I;-
At that age, the Bible stalwarts, Adam and
were playing leap-frog.

The Prince of Wales will be loaded with deco_
he returns from the Front, including a diamon , ¢jg

the Tsar. What a different fate to that of »
Kings,” who is said to have been nailed to a cm

Mr. Horatio Bottomley, writing in the S,n:kayj \\&#H?

says “ In future, to a large extent, overy m?n”g} tol
own parson Won't tho Black Army be dehg
this ?

fit to
The man who won't fight for England is not «» ™ U*

the ERglish language.” So writes a contribpt* for **
Sunday Herald. It is a hard saying,
clergy, who talk such a lot.
h3'
“« Trust in God and damn the consequences "'e*

sddpsviek BPrii H°dgkin> presiding over a coats ~

did this for ®lle f.e ovsIﬂP of Reconciliation.
a long time, and now they have noconn |

At tho Intercession Service at St. Paul'sCa neu@!-’\j#
hymn was sung, one line of Whic'@leven Oi
with all our armies, Lord.” AS there are - bo \&@y
war, and all ask the same favor, the Lord V2

during the next few months.

- of D ,,7’7
Speaking at West Hartlepool, tho Dean ot . eo Q
hS & i~at he was a disciple of the Prux- (

scription; g thif g2, Whls® af dthe Whr dhespinEild <
Prussia, e must look for our model. Tb
comfort. We cannot model our Fleet on the Sffiaa

al& 1P

we were leading lives of indulgence. iu'ooHf>U"N
m There were more people going God y-
cinema on Sunday than to church. Ju fron y

am going to take yeur hoarded gold and Ji

three million pounds per day 1 "

your accumulated income in grenades an,

shell.” And God did so—at least, so Mr. -, *\ing tb

when all is said and done, wo must cease o]

for the War. It is God’s work. Mr. Mey
black -
There has been a revolution m the twyv
Haiti, and some of our newspapers aro fit
the conclusion that the black man is G a dBt

government. We wonder what conclus ~ ~
spectator would draw from the presen OpinmioD y
Or perhaps these newspaper sages are

the whito man is privileged to commit

scale and call it “ civilised ” warfare.

oL
T jStar of p *
. R . A
night ; boi°nging to Ah t to thopsnilgqg -

“sfcSST**;, . ISSI1% £

Writing on “ The Death of peftpat
Pictorial, Mr. Horatio Bottomley 8ays “pfcamlAe$ D
Tradition Jehovah Was always th® beiDg n
Armies.” It did not provent the Jews
especially by tho Romans.

Jo»

Religious societies are all seeking

War. Tho Pockot Testament League”™ m®oi pot ‘P
“ anxlous to reach soldiers, sallors, a  §R-iit
with the Word of God.” Tho T iSej- W

why the Testament only is to 10

the other part contains the Divine ¢
not kill ” ?
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To'~Correspondents.

Fex 3Honorarium Fund, 1915.—Received from March 15 :

Qj acknowledged, £118 15s. 10d. Received since :(—
[ii'ﬂ',’ m A. T. Henderson, 5s.; J. Brooking, 10s.; W.

Ormyc, £1. F. Rose, per Miss Vance: B. M. E.,
its(is m E- Irving, 10s. 6d. ; H. M., 10s. 6d. ; E. W,

5[.n M=>10s. 6d.; L. N, 5s. Gd. ; J. Cohen, 10s. Gd. ;
Brs °r n' 10s. 6d.; O. Nicolayson, 10s. Gd.; G. L.,

eito.o S-. Ba.; A. S, 10s. Gd.; D. M, 2s.; W. C,,
'ﬁi‘ﬁjﬁ?‘ and A. C., 10s. &d. ; E. Rose, 10s. Gd.

UsintoSORBEB— Thanks.  We areJ)Ieased to learn that we
Eg crested readers even in the Federated Malay States.

tocali™®ea are *n a privileged position, and it is very difficult
il i? account. This ought to make them more careful,
»th solicitous for the feelings of others. Unfortunately,

“soire, happily only a few, quite the opposite effect is pro-

4;njiT(FI'—-The flard HAress publishes an edition of the
a. atwould suit you. There are such a number of
,“as on sa'e that it is difficult to advise. We think
tit @n v laas naefnl as any. It runs into several pounds,
Trere ja ~ °htained, we think, on the instalment system.
ldies of alS° ?n encyclopoadia issued in one of the shilling

atidema* kahlications, in about twelve volumes. But the
Vjj ~ 6°* necessity scrappy.

Kethint' ~— " Wires ” received. Thanks for congratulations,
i,j p Wemay now regard the matter as settled.

Si'tapeeT™ kP IS at present serving with Expeditionary Feree
hink® o m be glad to receive one or more copies of the

B Ir}(cnn* *keir purchasers have finished with them,

i : ®rant' N°. | Section, 14 Lab. Company

rG,K' |{I3“ Expeditionary Force, Le Havre, France.

jhiefl B, @ The Bible Bl bUUE Btbliy Is B old one, and has
IBthat r @'erafcimes since the War began. It belongs to a
i 6 GladalI1Ba8enoiea aPPear to keep in stock for possible

» Meatinn 7*-u “ound the three articles on the Mens myth

Pvr, n8and useful.

; daors v 7 friendly hand is always welcome, and we were

' Sny a“a’me friendly influence was at work.

~bj&j ~'ged for cutting. May be able to use it next week.

E Naturl oun”or of La Société Morale Fondée sur les lois
,Bg;lan %sen’\s bis congratulations on the upshot of the
) L He considers it gives the Society a splendid
» smt‘%pFn‘ WQthink so, too, although the advertisement
1Vis..! SBeking,
Jnever anGeru'n™ N '3a 60°d plan to display a Freethinker
iHEL gettino' wllerever possible, and we can quite understand
T ~«ty ia°, 8&w readers by the plan you adopt. Our only
t®°UIA °6t“nS known. The paper itself does the rest.
* (g, j, @Ristv, L imited, office is at 62 Farringdon-street,
{V>sA
ty diken, *NUnAR Booibtv’h offioo is at @ Farringdon-street,
j fpserv-
on’*cnlarj?8 National Secular Sooiety in oonneotion
ke a(i ;. UMFd Services are required, all communications
L.mgm Z T ** to tho secretary, Miss E. M. Vance, giving
$'8Bfor aatitenikie.
t(c ~yeggdior € aitor of tke Freethifker should be addressed to
v P\‘?ffﬂfl a‘roeti London, E.C.
poat T~au?i rea’k 61 Farringdon-street, London, E.C.,
Who 8suay, or they will not bo inserted.

'BjtheB*  na newspapers would enhance the favor by
Ae8 it 1 3aBea to which they wish us to call attention.
H  Pre”ifdJkmuld be sent to the Shop Manager of the

tjj j atoi. ' 1karriugdon-street, London, E.C., and not to

Gt &wyr be forwarded direot from the publishing
H ifteoajj p:itt °f the world, post free, at the following
8d ke year, 10s. 6d.; half year

u Personal.

j_ . *
H an 1 hong®on 8P°t> has written an account
N g harsi 18 the last stage of the Bowman case.

iVision 7~ that the next-of-kin wants any

»Nte ,? bett’ can ~ave_ conrse> hut it
N| like CGase playing the fool with a
hia" r Woods to help him. That

Qkaiw? ’IZQ,I that he has serious business
Qicher direction.

KIS w
u 010 after tho Court of Appeal bad

ioa Ita deoialion in favor of Mr. Justioe
IN behalf of the Seoular Society,
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Limited,
follows:—

oar solicitors expressed themselves as

ILWe are obtaining full transcript of the proceedings,
which no doubt you will see in due course, and when
we have the pleasure of seeing you we shall be pleased
to discuss the matter further with you. We will only
now venture to congratulate you on your foresight in
establishing the Society, and we feel that you may look
upon to-day’s result as a great personal success of your
own.”

Other people have written me to the same effeot, bat
this is the voice of the lawyer who gallantly took np
the case where the late Mr. Harper left it, in concert
with me. There is a very strong corroboration of
this view at the end of Mr. Cohen’s article on the
last hoars of the case this week. As the Society’s
solicitor was leaving the Coart, he remarked to Mr.
Cohen, “ Mr. Foote deserves to be congratulated. The
case has beenfought on his lines throughout. We acted
with his advice from the start.” The lawyer’s testi-
mony to the careful way in which Mr. Harper (alas,
deceased) and | prepared that brief cannot be gain-
said, and there is the final seal of complete success

of the Secular Society, Ltd., in the reoent litigation.
* * *

Mr. Cohen says that of coarse he knew this him-
self, but it was well that others should know it too,
and so he joins his testimony to that of other
authorities. | am glad to hear that Mr. Cave, K.C ,
counsel for the enemy, mentioned the faot, in an
injured tone, that the “ Memorandum of Association
had been very cleverly drawn.”

* * *

It is pleasant, at least it is to me, to quote from a
eulogist capable of exalted speech. Mr. J. T. Lloyd
writes me under date of July 81;—

“The victory is won, and | heartily congratulate you
upon it. It is, before all, a personal triumph for you,
which you so richly deserve, and for which you have
worked so nobly; and then for our movement in general.
People will now know on the most conclusive evidence
that it is quite safe to bequeath money to the Secular
Society, Ltd., and | doubt not but that many will avail
themselves of this unanimous and emphatic judgment
to remember the Society in their wills. | am sure
that the strong words of the Master of the Rolls in
particular will bring yon great cheer.”

* *

Mr. Isaac Jackson says it has been a great triumph
for the Secular Sooiety, and “ we owe everything to
you." * E. B.”—a pseudonym once frequent in the
Freethinker—sends mo *“ congratulations on your
grand victory, which has so completely vindicated
your judgment as regards the legality of the status
of the Secular Society.” He believes the Appeal
Court's decision will do me more good than any-
thing else. Weill If my old friend is a true prophet,
it is bound to appear in my work, and | ask him in
somewhat famous words to “ wait and see.”

G. W. Foote.

P.S.—1 have no space at present to deal with the
many telegrams and letters sent me.

Sugar Plums.

The press behaved quite well, on the whole, over the re-
ports of tho Bowman case. The Evening News, the Star,
Daily News, Times, Globe, Pall Mall, all published more
or loss lengthy reports of the case; and there were, we
expect, others which we did not seo. Once more, though,
we have to point out that tho finest report of all appeared in
the Daily Telegraph. It was rather more than a mere report,
it was written by somo one who appreciated the vital points
involved, and not every reporter is capable of that.

We aro not reprinting the Telegraph report this week.
For one reason, the intervention of Bank Holiday leaves ns
but time to do only that which must be done on press-day
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(Tuesday). Another reason is that so soon as the short-
hand notes have been transcribed, we may reprint the
decision of the judges verbatim, and there is no need to
print the same matter twice. Those who have not seen a
newspaper report will find a summary of the case in Mr.
Cohen’s article in this week’s issue.

For one of the reasons given above, we are unable to reply
to all the congratulations that have been received on the
upshot of the case. Mr. Foote, we see from his “ Personal,”
has received many at his private address. Others have been
received here at the office, and Miss Vance tells us that
many have also reached her as Secretary of the Secular
Society, Ltd. All those who have written must please take
this as sufficient acknowledgment of their receipt—at any
rate for the present.

Mr. W. W. Collins says in the Examiner that the result of
the trial before Mr. Justice Joyce “ more than justifies the wise
forethought of Mr. Foote in founding the Secular Society,
Limited, and we rejoice because the victory crowns a life's
work which has been 1guided by reason and inspired by
Humanity.””

The Examiner reprints from these columns Mr. Lloyd’s
article “ The Instinct of Faith.” We are glad to note that
the Examiner is as lively and, we are sure, as useful as ever.

The following has, of course, reference to the first hearing
before Mr. Justice Joyce:—
“ N. Z. Rationalist Assn., 17/6/ 15.

* Dear Sir,—At the meeting of the General Committee of
the above Association on Tuesday last, it was unanimously
resolved ‘ that a letter be forwarded to Mr. G. Foote, Presi-
dent of the National Secular Society, congratulating him on
the result of the Bowman will case,” a result which was due
to his farsightedness in founding the Secular Society.

“ 1 have much pleasure in transmitting the above resolu-
tion, and asking you to accept my own personal congratula-
tions,—Believe me, yours faithfully,

J. W. Campbell, Hon. Sec.”

Our New Zealand friends will be still more pleased when
the result of the appeal case is heard by them.

From a paragraph in the New York Truthseeker we see
that Japan has prohibited the teaching of religion in the
schools of Korea. The prohibition comes into force gradually,
but completes itself within ten years.

& % ifr

The World’s Premier Plant.

The immense importance of cotton in the prepara-
tion and propulsion of explosives has awakened the
world to the part played by the prodnote of this plant
in the murderous business of war. But peace also
profits from the services rendered by this wonderful
vegetable growth, and, indeed, in no small measure.
The looms of Lancashire would soon beoome silent
without it, and it is justly asserted that the trespass
of one of the deadly parasites which prey upon the
cotton plant’s green leaf means “ more to England
than the advance of the Russian Army on her Asian
outposts.”

Cotton is incontestably the one vegetable organism
for which Nature furnishes no substitute. The de-
struction of one fruit may be made good by the
cultivation of another. The extinction of timber
trees of one or more kinds would merely lead us to
secure a substitute. Rye or maize will serve instead
of wheat, should oircumstanees require the change,
but for ootton there is no other available plant that
lends itself to cultivation on a large scale whioh can
conceivably meet the world’s immense and ever-
increasing needs for the raiment with which it
covers its nakedness.

With the culture of cotton has been closely asso-
ciated the sombre story of negro slavery in the
Southern States of Northern Amerioa, and it was
inseparably connected with a pitiless period when
the normally civil populations of a great continent
smote each other to the dust.
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Among American agricultural exports,
supreme, In 1906 the exports of cott » 7
cotton-seed products slightly exceeded those ga
other agricultural exports combined. jr~ ft
Burkett, a leading American authority, tels 1
his standard work on Cotton, that if we—

“ Take all other animal and vegetable PrO™ flar,
ported any year—wheat, corn, barley, oats, 7 i,
meal, oatmeal, fruits, vegetables, liquors, tob® jitter,
cattle, hogs, horses, sheep, beef, pork, mutto . “ek'
cheese, canned goods, lard, oils, wool, hides,
etc.—the entire contribution except cott(_)'r)a A>i
the outside world by every American farm Z|M th
fruit farm and garden, from Maine to Calito. M8
Michigan to Texas, from Alaska to Hawai; iN-

E this
tne souttrs not unimportant SAare=1ak® § Qroase*
with the proceeds of one year’'s cotton and ¢ fflo
exports, the Southern cotton-grower can buy a3
colossal aggregation, still have a surplus O ready®)
hundred thousand left as pin-money, and a ~
start business again with the more than ”~,'g~
dollars he gets annually for supplying the

spindles in his own country.” ft
Cotton, like the poor, is always wit b
some shap9 or other. In every olimo, frig"
to the grave, in the palace or the oot— "o
Scandinavia or in tropical Africa—it 19 aijid

material of clothing. It is increasingly a jaflB

for innumerable domestic requirements,

as a food for cattle and sheep constantly 1

as the years roll by. QD
Cotton-seed oil enters into the comp05|t0 0j8 ni

Our bedclothes, carpets, window curtains”™

handkerchiefs, and that kind of * , tej to
from mercerised ootton, are all indebt dio
leading New World staple. This all-en

cotton forms part of the very food we “ai
Cottolene has taken the place of lard  jje d
facture of biscuits. It is stated that .

“ cottoyeut
has more probably come “ from_a Zexas jne .
than from an Italian villa.” Hiithgs as an
or as an adjunct, cotton enters into the m°90Qjiiii
performances of life. It may minister to g fro
of our coal, as the collier's laborious tas N o
gnently made possible by the rays of the ™~ w
amp. The Times, the Freethinker, and the pg@
alike, are in all probability printed on 00 ffbore j
Cotton covers the khaki-clad warrior “ sO™fliujiog j,

France.” It assists in the killing ana m"“Oidiet '
living creatures; and when the broken Qg id
placed in the surgeon’s hands, ootton wd

soothe the mortally injured, as well as tn j
who are restored to health. " fae we.
The cotton-plants both of the East ana “g @
comprise the numerous speoies of the g joal

pium. This genus belongs to the bo _
Malvacere, and is allied to the ma"m",gB’eIft’“ll»i’(
Hock, with o&mer related plaot®” — . @™ jb<
becomes apparent at a glance both in t* see0Nn

ol

BRAVITISAS RUEEYY I NAHECaAS fR8YBritish

.3

the froatisr>iecn f colored plate winc ," llim
vated Cotton Rigsf) Y2 e orl tnsé:ﬁa{ ,;*'iiiis
blance dearly, and this and his other n Vil m
may be useful to those who are unab  jjeod O
or to study the specimens in the Son
collection. aotb°r,,rietid

No general agreement exists among of f j ¥
to the number of species of ootton, a jO ffl*j flil

a little army may be said to aboun « Ofa

ootton plant is probably the mostv a r I
tivated plants. Soil, olimate, and " ngidGdDr@EB8b
uriited to bring into beimg am ovo~rr
of new varieties, and the evolution o1
btill proceeding. Ytowsmands of j —  «
troduction into Europe the cotton-PI‘ tb£0 }>
known in Egypt, Corea China, India, =2 "0 fi

fis QISRPRALE S

high antiquity, and appears to foO Sf

when the geographical conditions U 0

surface were far different from what; c« £ @K
For all practical purposes, the cotto  .~pj

may be reduoed to five speoies: G09 ~

* ~a \01
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sealsland cotton ; Gossypium herbacenm;

G. arboretnm; and G. neglectnm. The

&P has the highest commercial value, and

y rdd long-stapled silky wool known as Sea
V (O of its varieties, bat only a limited
‘Jeanbs produced. Its area of cultivation is
#np’rmned to the coasts of Georgia, Florida,
qj ii’lina- and the soil of the neighboring
=8 '8@ne staple requires saline constituents
HI aud atmosphere if it is to attain full
N9 ent- Sea Island lint yields a smaller per-
yVj@lplant than the more extensively culti-
Hald cotton, but it realises a higher price,
,la longer staple and superior quality.
finest counts are almost invariably
Saa Island cotton. A single pound of
cotton can he spun to a thread 160 miles

3k

Whilard plant will grow from six to twelve
ct. Itg seeds are small, very dark in
dliperfectly smooth, so that the downy fleece
mitg ?P°rdiant product of the plant—is easily
the seeds. But the influences of a
"Jar?mea® BOOn manifest themselves when
* ala sown on inland farms. Deprived
8 of its coast habitat, the
‘amger, lose their original smoothness, and
~Aeted with a multitude of hairy growths.
3ra considerable quantity of the cotton
% atna>Texas, Louisiana, and other States
H ® Pieties of this species. Here, again,
ta®gheric surroundings have asserted
..HebUN e Plant dwindles in size (four to six
' the wool becomes shorter in staple,
~SanTlto 8egparate from the seeds than in the
sC*S species.
LANQAQX (Gossypium herbacenm) was intro-
; Stpfl ?r5ca from the Orient. It is extremely
Atlo.. - upland growth, and its hotanioal
"W ? aioates the character of its appear-
IB regarded as the original habitat of
to™ C 20 angd fram its natibei homenid

10 Arabia, Africa, Persia,» a eoiefl,
«cotton is nearly related to this P

Aerioan form is the lon«-8 aP . nEhir-
cotton-plant wPnble9 the

°au’bv some biologists

stodfRY lfgs primal higmg,

G

3
a

pa Vo PRI

S ttv80a Mexico, but it is now
,IW> °°tton world.
aliM QiK
W aad —Tree-cotton—owes its name

X 1t » S e g™wth.
J3J 8\etv feet. Its wool or lint is short,

d jg . &inately to the seeds. This speoies
"“@itj er*ca; its chief seat of culture is

i a very valuable product.
L &eolea?prcant indigenous Indian ootton is
% dxda itr. neglectum). This is extensively

ired fr%mp’negT(bc%upr(i_:‘I(_%)kt)th%?‘na,l

Ki of this- speties— produoe the
farmoiild Madras longyoloth is

:JC Scrimp

1M\ \éb. of the cotton-plant itself may
5. q > sorT °otton of commerce, which is
Vh i a vast scale in the Southern

298hdS a -small annual shrub, which
108 widely. “ The limbs,” writes

M Jifest g+
t« e bottonp of the stalk) and sherd and
Wegl lberlGaai Bol ' Hw rUWES E& wWRKE) eF Pale
Qfnsaxi(l ?re(d 1110 first day, become darker or

19%1 ?nd fe ground on the
it Btoll j leaving a tiny boll developed in the

-1k "»ak@L Unii).f\cloPs and enlarges until maturity,

SKkNtn dij, O the size and shape of a hen'’s egg.
Wh; i cracks and opens tho three to

ily that « 11013 the seed and the fibrous wool

J'39 alint J}8 now f° be gathered, ginned, and

'V N : e0 cotov™ Qllseparated from the seed, becomes
"l c1Satsa merce>"

* 0 available concerning the total

finally produced throughout the
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globe. In India, China, and tropical Afrioa, in parts
of Russia, in Mexico, Brazil, and elsewhere, consider-
able, and in some cases very large, quantities of
cotton are turned into wearing apparel in their re-
spective localities, and consequently escape ail sta-
tistical inquiry. But it may be safely asserted,
however, that quite two-thirds of the world's crop is
grown in the American cotton-belt, and there is
much reason for the opinion that the Western World
will long enjoy pre-eminence in this particular staple.
India and China are probably the most ancient
cotton-producing countries. Five centuries before
our era cotton was largely utilised in the home
manufactures of India, and the garments of the
natives then consisted, as they still mainly consist,
of olothing made from this plant. Anoient India,
more than two thousand years ago, had evolved an

elaborate system of hand-spinning, weaving, and
dyeing, which has undergone no material change
throughout the succeeding centuries. “ The people,”

writes Mr. W. J. Freeman,—
“ though remarkable for their intelligence whilst Europe
was in a state of barbarism, made no approximation to
the mechanical operations of modern times, nor was
the cultivation of ootton either improved or considerably
extended. Possessing soil, climate, and apparently all
the requisite elements from Nature for the production
of cotton to an almost boundless extent, and of a useful
and acceptable quality, India, for a long series of years,
did but little towards supplying the manufactures of
other countries with the raw materials they required.”
In the period 1788 to 1850, the East India Company
made many attempts to improve the cultivation and
to increase the yield of the Indian cotton farms.
Cottons from other countries were introduced into
the Eastern Peninsular, but the numerous experi-
ments proved practically unsuccessful. Sanguine
observers, some shrewd man among them, still hope
for better results from the cultivation of indigenous
and Egyptian cottons. India undoubtedly suffers
from certain climatal disadvantages in cotton cul-
ture ; the weather is too dry in some regions, and
too moist in others, and the rains do not always fall
at the season most suitable to the plant’s development.
And although India ranks next to America in cotton
production, the average annual growth only approxi-
mates to three million baleB, each of 500 Ib., which
are drawn from cotton fields of twenty million acres.
The farming methods of India must, indeed, be pri-
mitive if we are to judge from the poorness of the
orop. In America, in 1906, from a total area of
28,686,000 acres, a crop of 13,505,265 bales was pro-
duced. It is greatly to be regretted that the Indian
staple is very short, and quite unsuited to the require-
ments of the Lancashire cotton factories. One-half
of the Indian-grown ootton is consumed in the mills
of India, the balance being exported abroad; but in
1906 Great Britain imported less than 5 per cent, of
the Eastern staple. p. Pai,MERi

(To be continued.)

The Church and the War.—1914-15.

“ Tub thing which was now stirring Europe was not the
work of God but the work of tho Devil.”— Archbishop of
Canterbury, preaching at Westminster Abbey, August 2,
1914. Salary, ¢(£15,000 per annum.

“ One of the great decisive days of God which coma about
every hundred years in human history,” was the Bishop of
London’s view of the position.—Daily Chronicle, October 28,
1914.

“The real cry should have been ‘Nothing as usual,’ for
there had never been such a day of God for a thousand
years.”— Bishop of London, May 0, 1915.

Preaching at St. Jude's South Kensington, yesterday
morning, tho Bishop of London said: “ When people speak of
the danger to London from Zeppelins, | think they should
thank God that they are allowed to have a bit of danger.
We do not want to leave all the danger for the boys in the
firing line. Thank God we are allowed the honor of a little
danger, and | shall be ashamed of London if we do not face
our little bit of danger with absolutely unshaken nerves.”—
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Daily Express, June 7, 1915. The Bishop is still at large,
drawing his £10,000 per annum.

The Bishop of London at St. Paul's Cathedral said:
“ ldeally, of course, war was inconsistent with Christianity ;
but God could only get out of each age the morality of
which the age was capable. Christian principles would
finally make war impossible, but it might take another
2,000 years to educate the world to that point. Meanwhile,
God always had to let us choose the gospel of the second
best.”—Morning Post, June 10, 1915. The Bishop's use of
the words “ could” and “ had to,” shows how he cannot
believe that God is omnipotent.

“ We can realise the anxiety of professional Christian
apologists to saddle somebody else with the responsibility
for this tremendous carnage when we read the sermon
which Archdeacon Holmes delivered in St. Paul’'s Cathedral
on the Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity. It is published in
the Church Times, and reveals with quite unusual frankness
the difficulties of the Christian. He said :—

‘The heart as well as head will ask : What is the good of
a God in the skies to me? What part is he taking in the
War down here? The difficulty is a very real one—and
none the less difficult to deal with owing to the Ego-et-Rex
attitude of the German Emperor towards the Almighty.

But, there it is—and there is a truth in what we so often
heard said, “ God, not Satan, is my real difficulty.” | have
no difficulty about believing in a Devil at such a time as
this.

*But God! God is my puzzle. Where does God come
in? What is his place on the map of events? Why does he
not intervene and stop the War ? After all, we are asked, is
there so very much difference between Herod, who orders
the death of the babes of Bethlehem, and God who could
save them but does not? Is there so very much difference
between the sanhedrim whioh permits the stoning of Stephen,
or Saul who holds the clothes of the throwers that they may
shoot their stones with more unerring aim, and God who
stands by and lets them do it?’

This is excellent and unexpected common sense, and the
preacher shows next that it is not enough to talk about the
1permissive will ' of God, because, ‘'if he permits what he
could stop, and allows it to continue, it only seems to make
him a participis criminis in the deed.” To this terrible
difficulty the Archdeacon has no clear answer to give. He
thinks there must be a divine ‘purpose’ behind the War,
but he soon realises, like an honest man—although an arch-
deacon—the hopelessness of the solution, for he says :(—

* Of course, this does not dispose of the difficulty or
explain God like the answer to a sum. There will be no
final answer to the question on earth; and it is not clear that
we should be much better or happier if there was.’

To the riddle of existence he is, after all, reduced to giving
the same answer as the rest of us—he ‘ gives it up.” But as
Christianity has always pretended to its dupes that it held
the great secret which it would reveal to them, it is not
easy for the majority of its prestidigitatours to admit this.
They cannot explain why their Deity permitted this War ;
hence their anxiety, as wo said last month, to find a
scapegoat in the infidel.”— Literary Guide.

God or Devil, they are equally vilo to allow this War.
But do tbey exist at all? Let us see what others say on
the subject.

“In the ordinary acceptation of the word it may be
granted that there is no absolutely convincing proof of God’s
existence. It may bo doubted if any actual demonstration

of the existence of a Divine Being can be adduced.”— The
Natural Religion, by the Rev. Vernon Staley, with a Preface
by the Rev. J. R. Illlingworth, M.A., Bampton Lecturer,

1894, p. 53.

“ Either God is unwilling to abolish evil or he is unable;
if ho is unwilling he is not good, if he is unable he is not
omnipotent.”— St. Augustine.

“1f God is not perfectly good and also perfectly powerful,
ho is not God.”— A Chinese Appeal to Christendom, p. 129.

“ The question of miracles was some form of the question
whether God made and governs the world.”—Rev. J. B.
Strong at the Church Congress, 1912.

“ The continuance of war through thousands of years is
inconsistent with the direction of a beneficent and omnipo-
tent God.”— Ouida.

“ That if a personal Deity existed ho would bo responsible
for all the horrors which desolate human life and which
every hour of the War brings forth. The only excuse for
God is that ho doe3 not exist.”— Dr. Karmin.

“In reply to Messrs. Barrett and Macfie, | would say,
every gun or machine had a designer; but if a cow had a
designer, who or what designed the designer that designed
the cow ?”— Sir Hiram Maxim.

“The sun, moon, mountains, rivers, animals, almost
everything, have been regarded as gods, and men have

prayed to them and sacrificed to them. as
vanced in knowledge the belief in gods dccrca--~ £
nearly all educated people believe either in jai
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Mr. Fielding tolls us that “ no™ man ~ aBg y
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beyond argument....... It is emotion, 0° ~ +
induction.”— The Hearts of Men, I'P-1 " ~rit?

“ Does not this deep and sympath®""
with a true picture of men’s hoarts ? a

ing their privileges of rational thoag -y mo j? j
the majority of men find that Chris al

them either intellectual satisfaction ° AT
Il they finally arrive at the conclusio firvivs Q$f
all supernatural beliefs are but tn jig”
superstitions which can no longer be 08tiolS jf,
knowledge? These are the LaTW jPj
confront us.”— The Churches and * . as 9 P

«The incalculable injury which ir  agyr ,
dono to credulous humanity is consp ~
ceaseless conflict of confessions of jj oth”jj;
which nations have waged agains 7 jO bR
sword, the religious wars have tb%(lﬁetl&s
forms of discord that have ««eme-
lies and of individuals, thoso tbat’\hlnk °f 7inheP

ences are still the most painfol- ati & g/
have lost their lives in Christian L0z bT &

conflicts of Islam and of the Refor , Of , OB,

and under the charge of witchcra "o,

greater number of luekilass man fg jerP At
differences, have been plunged /;r/0k gl i"'rk'y
lost the esteem of their fellow cNA eII

the commuinity, or bave béer ch-Jfatb o))
country, whe effieial eenitrsaion qi ff)f

nicious of all when it is associate

%

Pass

; 1l

ﬁ

R o, i!

s4

a

tiki

5'(./)

n<>r



THE FREETHINKEB

o3, -icinA0 aiad is enforced as religions instruction in
God*. 'i@pit 1 €O epild’s mind is thus early diverted from
VWP Ll *hQtruth and impregnated with superstition,
Jol* , Sfe@0.@ humanity should do @l in his power to
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neglected powers and privileges of rational thought and
common sense,” and study nature and science, which will
give us true knowledge and enable us to live our lives in the
best possible way. Oscb

Correspondence.

“WHAT SHALL A MAN GIVE IN EXCHANGE FOR
HIS SouL?”

TO THE EDITOR OF “ THR FREETHINKER.”

Sir,—From the steps of St. Paul's, in true melodramatic
style, the ten-thousand-a-year Bishop of London has told us
that Belgium in her poverty was greater than Belgium rich
with tho rubber trade from the Congo—*“ for she stood pure
in soul, unconquerable in spirit, untarnished in fame. She
had lost her wealth. She had found her soul.”

| thought at once of the 124 condemned clerical schools
in London, in which the conditions are so utterly disgusting
that little children in them can have no possible chance of
“ finding their souls.”

| thought, too, that perhaps the Church, minus so much
of its enormous wealth as would enable it to meet its legal
obligations and put its schools into a decent condition, might
possibly be less ignoble, less utterly contemptible, than the
Church as we know it to-day—in short, it might be in the
way towards “ finding its soul.” The ecclesiastical poli-
ticians who control the Church are by no means as astute as
I have thought them, or they would not permit of such
humbug in times so terribly serious as the present.

M. Bridges Adams.

National Secular Society.

Report of Monthly E xecutive Meeting held on July 29

Present : Messrs. Britten, Cohen,
Davidson, Gorniot, Jackson, Leat, Neate, Nichols, Quinton,
Roger, Rosetti, Samuels, Shore, Silverstein, Thurlow, Wood,
White, Miss Rough and Miss Stanley.

In Mr. Foote's absence, Mr. Cohen was elected to tho
chair.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.
The monthly financial statement was presented and adopted.

New members were admitted for the Parent Society and
the North London and West Ham Branches.

The Secretary reported a highly successful Demonstration
held at Hyde Park on July 25. The Demonstration held in
Finsbury Park on the same day was somewhat spoilt by the
inclemency of the weather.

The Sub-Committee elected at the last meeting to con-
sider and advise upon Resolutions 10 and 13 (incorporated)
on the Conference Agenda re the formation of Branches and
continuity of Branch work, presented their report, together
with a draft of a new form of application and conditions.
After a full discussion, the report was unanimously adopted,
and the Secretary received instructions for printing. Messrs.
Davidson, Rosetti, and Shore were thanked for their services.

Details being incomplete, the discussion of Resolution 11
was adjourned to tho next meeting.

Tho alteration in the time of this meeting, made last
month, being found inconvenient, it was resolved to revert
to tho formor hour—namely, 8 p.m.

Pleasure was unanimously expressed on hearing of the
reported improvement in the President's health.

Cowell, Cunningham,

E. M. Vance, Secretary.

The Land of Trust.

Through many kingdoms have | sped,
And found illusions lost for ayo;
But | have to a land been led,
Whero | shall evor make my stay.

I looked into a child’s blue eyes,

And found this magic rosy land,
Whero all is perfect, nothing dies,

And all may walk on Heaven's strand.

Oh come with mo to Fairyland,
Where all is peace and gods are just,

Where virtue spurns the rude command
In this, the childlike Land of Trust.

William Repton.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday
and be marked “ Lecture Notice ” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
Outdoor.
Bethnal Green Branch N. S.S. (Victoria Park, near the
Bandstand) : 3.15, Mr. Kosetti, a Lecture ; 6.15, Miss Kough, a
Lecture.

Camberwell Branch N.S.S. (Brockwell Park): 6, F. Schaller,
a Lecture.

Kingsland Branch N. S. S.
a Lecture.

North London Branch N. S. S. (Finsbury Park): 11.15, W.
Davidson, a Lecture. Parliament Hill: 3.15, Miss Kough, a
Lecture. Regent'sPark : 3.15, W. Davidson, a Lecture.

W est Ham Branch N. 8. S. (outside Maryland Point Station,
Stratford, E .): 7, E. Burke, “ The Tyranny of Words, Formula:,
and Dogmas.”

(corner of Ridley-road): 7.30,

From the Library of the late J. W. de Caux.

SMALL COLLECTION OF FREETHOUGHT WORKS by
Foote, Wheeler, “ Saladin,” Sydney, Buchner, Huxley, Cohen,

and others. List sent. Cheap.—21 North Howard-street,

Gt. Yarmouth.

LATEST N. S. S. BADGE.—A single Pansy
flower, size as shown ; artistic and neat design
in enamel and silver ; permanent in color; has
been the means of making many pleasant
introductions.  Brooch, Stud fastening, or
Scarf-pin, post free in Great Britain, 9d. each.
Exceptional value. Only limited number in
stock.—From Miss E. M. Vance, General
Secretary, N. 8. S., 62 Farringdon-street, London, E.C.
N.B.- -Note compulsory slight advance in prices.

THE LATE

CHARLES BRADLAUGH, M.P.

A Statuette Bust,

Modelled by Burvill in 1881. An excellent likeness of the great
Freethinker. Highly approved of by his daughter and intimate
colleagues. Size, 6J ins. by 8f ins. by ins.
Plasterl (Ivory Finish) ... 3/-
Extra by po3t (British Isles): One Bust, 1/-; two, 1/6.

The Pioneer Press 61 Farringdon-street, London, E.C. j or,
Miss E. M. Vance, Secretary, N. S. S.
All Profits to be devoted to the N. S. S. Benevolent Fund.
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THE TRUTH
FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT, » 192
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G. E. MACDONALD -~ ~ ~ ~ .,'CoS32"
L. K. WASHBURN - - ~ EMM*“*
Subscription Rates. 3P
Single subscription in advance — ek
Two new subscribers — —
o

One subscription two years in advance
To all foreign countries, except Mexico, 60 cents p ” jbeb*

Subscriptions for any length of time under a y® Iine

25 cents per month, may be begunat“ i ~ =
Freethinkers everywhere are invited to send I1°
which are free.
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, _ M
Publishers, Dealers in Freethougnt yosl,
62 Vessy Sis**1' »
Determinism or Free
By C. COHEN.
. ... Ltd-
Issued by the Secular Societyi
o subiact
A clear and able exposition of the . |#
the only adequate light—the light of 6
CONTENTS. d
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I. The Question Stated.—ll. * Freedom ' P
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SOCIETY

(LIMITED)

Company Limited by Guarantee,

Eegistered Office—62 FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.G.

Chairman of Board of Directorr—Mr. G. W. FOOTE.

Secretary— M133 E. M. VANCE.

This Society waB ormed in 1898 to afford legal seourity to the
acquisition and application of funds for Sccu'ar purposes.

The Memorandum of Association sets forth that tho Sooiety’s
Objects are:—To promote tho principle that human conduct
should be based upon natural knowledge, and not upon super-
natural belief, and that human welfare in thiB world is the proper
end of all thought and action. To promote freedom of inquiry.
To promote universal Secular Education. To promote the com-
plete secularisation of the State, eto., etc. And to do all such
lawful thingB as are oonducive to such objects. .Also to have,
hold, receive, and retain any sums of money paid, given, devised,
or bequeathed by any person, and to employ the same for any of
the purposes of the Society.

The liability of members is limited to fl, in case the Society
should ever be wound np and the asset3 were insufficient to cover
liabilities—a moat unlikely contingency.

Members pay an entranoe fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent
yearly subscription of five shillings.

The Society has a considorablejnumber of members, but amuch
larger number is desirable, and it is hoped that some will bo
gained amongst those who read this announcement. All who join
it participate in the control of its business and tho trusteeship of
its resources. It is exprossly provided in the Articles of Associa-
tion that no member, as such, Bhall derive any sort of profit from
the Sooiety, either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in
any way whatever.

The Society's affairs are managed by an elected Board of
Directors, consisting of not less than five ard not more than
twelve members, one-third of whom retiro (by ballot) each year,
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national secular society.

L President : G. W. FOOTE.
tarl/.'Miss E.M, Vance, 62 Farringdon-st., London, E.G.

@M Pinapes ad dgeds
iij Caches that conduct Bhould be base on reason
6"N?9, knows nothing of divine guidance or
j @ca! it excludes supernatural hopes and fears; it
iity“~®PPResB as man’s proper aim, and utility as his

ilettyatl» a® rmB that Progress is only possible through
iJhieh is at once a right and a duty; and therefore

W t t8®ove every barrier to the fullest equal freedom of

and speech.

N 6 declares that theology is condemned by reason

Iy~j Bitious, and by experience as misohievous, and

8gjj. as the historic enemy of Progress,

ftejj g,lsai accordingly seeks to dispel superstition; to

Nity. iGat*en ; to disestablish religion ; to rationalise

itial ' ,.Prom°te peace ; to dignify labor; to extend

Npeopig t-being ; and to realise the self-government of

i *s eligible as a member
SIS Ccaration

aigem 6 to join the National Secular Society, and |

Kog,.;* if admitted as & member, to co-operate in
bits objocts."

on signing the

4id7‘«i|.
Ration

AL 190.«. ..

1sEbecti"j-on abou”™ be transmitted to the Secretary

a minimum of Two Shillings per yoar, every
~tOean 8 i®tt to fix his own subscription according to
aaa interost in the cause

Wfflmedlate Practicdl (gedts

wo%ot of Bequests to Sooular or other Free-
o dox *.1?8>for the maintenance and propagation of
il .0cs as IOES on matters °f religion, on the same

~ &ions afPiy to Christian or Theistie ohurches or

¢ Oamavi°n °* the Blaephomy Laws, in order that
'<St of fi«8 caavassed as freely as other subjects, with-
C , hi,QRi° r imprisonment.

and Disendowment of the State
VSboUtfA**nd, Scotland, and Wales.
Jthooig 1'°a of all Religious Teaching and Bible Reading

iarH 6- °ther odaoaticmal establishments Rupportod

*h'-i ans g °f oh endowed educational institntions to the
=»BnNtE8n™  °f all olasses alike.

W j for Oi all laws ieterfering with the free use
M  °Peuin 8 ParPose of oultnre and recreation ; and the

t j~ QallejfO8t Stato and Municipal Museums, Libraries;

Carriage Laws, especially to soouro
N 5 *} of s-il?abaad arid wife, and a reasonable liberty
.C'1& divorce,

10u'Shts J 10n ot the legal status of men and women, so
N t, tactic b° ~dependent of sexual distinctions.

‘et ~eed NiOL °hildren from all forms of violence, and
(\ 84~ \a>or *b°80 who would make a profit out of their

a B ah hereditary distinctions and privileges,
A tH PtIS antagonistic to jnstioo and human
I Wbrovail
1>Shj alylif~1  ah just and wise moans of the oon
1AigJ &*d citiotOr *bo masses of the people, especially
V%i'..aad th 3 whore insanitary and incommodions

it <a U ~ 3rigb* aad duty cl Labor to organise

Sm S«,8?1P*otAd?- ec°nomical advancement, and of its
S W itaC ° ia Baoh combinations.

'dea °* Reform for that of Punish-

, ®& of Bnt °f criminals, so that gaols may no

,Cs™QO0 PhvHi ,atalisation, or ovon of more detention,

af;,?a 'intellectual, and moral elevation for
°a 0 .72d with anti-social tendencies.
\Y hoaiwT8 mor»| law to animals, so as to secure
of 1d 1and logal Protection against cruelty.
, eaco betwoen nations, and the Bubsti-

‘tote*, 6 *01 War in tbo settlement of inter-
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