
T H E

Freethinker
cs.

Edited by G. W. FOOTE.

Sunday, Judy 18; 1015 Psice Twopence

| 1% y, PrePosterous thing, that men can venture their 
« ¡J y *  ^ eV will not venture their money ; for they 
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their opponents. For example, Dr. Horton, in his 
artiole in the Evening News for June 21, attributes to 
Huxley the saying that “  the age of miraoles is past,” 
thereby conveying to ignorant readers the false im­
pression that the great Agnostic believed that onoe 
upon a time miracles happened, though they did not 
happen now. As a matter of faot, Huxley did not 
believe that miraoles were ever performed at all. He 
differed from Hume in that he refused to regard the 
miraculous as impossible, but he was in foil harmony 
with that distinguished philosopher in declaring the 
evidence for it to be quite unconvincing. Dr. Horton 
exclaims:—

“  Miracles do not happen; but the same things happen 
which were once called miracles, the same astonishing 
deliverances, the same unexpected and unexplained 
alteration in the accustomed order of things, the same 
appearances, visions, manifestations, the same sudden 
realisations of the forces behind Nature, of the personal 
agencies which are at work unseen, the same dis­
covery that palpably across the scene of human life 
God passes. And these events, or phenomena, produce 
just the same effect as they always did. Men grasp the 
unseen Presence. They become aware of God, and 
trust h im ; they find that they are not left to them­
selves as they thought; events are not happening at 
random ; there is a hand that controls, there is a heart 
that pities, there is a purpose of God to deliver. Theso 
‘ miracles ’ are constantly happening.”

Huxley, on the contrary, was convinced that “  the 
term ‘ Nature ’ covers the totality of all that is.” 
Consequently, he persistently objected to “ cutting 
the Universe into two halves, one natural and one 
supernatural.”  And he had as great a logical respect 
to the continuity of Nature as Hume himself, as the 
following passage proves :—

“ When repeated and minute examination never 
reveals a break in the chain of causes and effects, and 
the whole edifice of practical life is built upon our faith 
in its continuity, the belief that that chain has never 
been broken and never will be broken becomes one of 
the strongest and most justifiable of human convictions. 
And it must be admitted to be a reasonable request, if 
we ask those who would have us put faith in the actual 
occurrence of interruptions of that order, to produce 
evidence in favor of thoir view, not only equal, but 
superior, in weight, to that which loads us to adopt 
ours.”

Is that trust in the continnity af Nature less firm 
to-day than it was in Huxley’s day ? Has the short 
period of twenty years whioh separates us from his 
death effeotod a total change in the scientific outlook 
upon life and matter? Without a moment’s hesi­
tation we answer, No. Scientists are more oonfirmed 
now than ever, if possible, in the mechanistic concep­
tion of the world, and this is fully as true of biologists 
and psychologists as of physioiets. The present is 
pre-eminently the critical and scientific epooh. Dr. 
Horton deceives his readers, and is probably self- 
deceived, when he avers that this is “  a new epooh 
of thought and exporienoo, the epoch which is deter­
mined to recognise and use all facts, even facts of the
Spirit, religious facts.......which empirical psychology
has tabulated, and whioh rational psychology at­
tempts to explain.”  When he wrote that, the reverend 
gentleman donbtless had in his mind the never-fail­
ing sheet-anohor of the modern theologian, William 
James’s Variations of Religious Experience, but ho for­
gets that the author of that oelebrated treatise was 
neither a Christian nor a believer in a personal God,
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and that he composed it in the interests of his own 
somewhat peouliar theory of the fundamental oneness 
of all mind. It is instructive to note that the science 
whioh deals with and tabulates religious facts is styled 
Abnormal Psychology, because religious facts repre­
sent abnormal mental states.

Now, is it not beyond dispute that, if supernatural 
interventions are possible, and do occasionally occur, 
as on the occasion of our retirement from Mone, tire 
Deity brings down upon himself an all-crushing load 
of guilt because they are such rarities under the sun? 
W hy did he not interpose a frightening company of 
angels between the Belgians and the Germans at the 
beginning of last August, and so prevent the unspeak­
able degradation and ruin of the former brave nation ? 
Or why did he not render impossible the murder of 
the Grown Prince and Princess of Austria, whioh 
proved to be the mateh which so soon set the whole 
of Europe aflame? If the War is a crime against God 
and humanity, as some Christians affirm, then we 
ask in the name of justice and humanity, why did 
God permit it to break out and involve Christendom 
in a deluge of blood ?

We now come to the most nauseating and revolting 
aspeot of our subject. A young lad joined the Army 
at the commencement of the War, and is now in the 
thick of the savage struggle in Flanders. Since he 
joined his mother has become a widow. Writing to 
the Correspondence Column of Professor David Smith 
in the British Weekly for July 8, the mother says that 
in her loneliness she more than ever wants her boy 
spared to her, and that she can only pray that, if it 
is her Father’s will, he may return safe in body, 
nerve, and limb. Dr. Smith tries to comfort her 
with the assuranoe that, whatever it may ordain, 
God’s will is both wise and merciful, and that if 
only she understood, as she one day will, she would 
not have it otherwise. Then he says:—

“ And face the uttermost possibilities. You have made 
a noble sacrifice, the sorest you could have made, in 
giving your son. You have laid him on God’s altar, 
and, while yoa pray that even yet he may be spared, 
you must nerve yourself to see yonr dear offering con­
sumed.”

That is the most damnable philosophy ever invented 
by the religiously diseased human mind. Whatever 
happens is an expression of God’s will, which is 
always both wise and merciful. Well, we are proud 
to say that we do not and have no desire to under­
stand such heartless dootrine. It is the very worst 
that has ever issued from man’s primal Btupidity, and 
whioh all our modern enlightenment has not yet suc­
ceeded in shaming out of existence. There are already 
several millions of mourning mothers, sisters, sweet­
hearts, and widows in various countries engaged in the 
War, and the only consolation Christianity can offer 
them is that their bereavement is in accordance with 
God’s will, whioh is both wise and merciful. Can sane 
people tolerate for a moment the idea of a God who, 
on the one hand, could have prevented the War, hut 
did not, or could have stopped it at any stage, but 
did not, and who, on the other hand, is utilising it as 
a means of expressing his will both in the sacrifice 
and the sparing of the lives of the combatants, all 
of whom simply obey the orders of their superiors on 
both sides ? According to one representation, there 
has been as yet only one supernatural interven 
tion which happened on behalf of the British 
daring their retreat from Mon3, while, acoording 
to another, the Divine will has been done all the 
way from the start, and it has been and is both 
wise and meroiful for all concerned. To us, super­
naturalism in all its forms is a vain dream that has 
never come true, and in practice the theologians rely 
upon it no more than we do, as is speoially proved by 
Sir William Robertson Nicoll’s leading artiole in the 
ourrent issue of the British Weekly, an article whioh, 
written by an unbeliever, would have been both wise 
and consistent, but which, coming from the pen o£ 
an ardent snpernaturalist, is at once foolish and 
blasphemous. J. T. Lloyd .
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powerless to stay the outbreak of war. It can preach, 
and preach, and—yet again—preach. And when it 
is done, the problems are there as imperative as 
ever, and perhaps farther from solution than ever, 
because of the confusion created by religious inter­
ference.

In strict truth our real problems and our vital 
interests lie quite outside the sphere of Christianity. 
The task before us is a social and not a religious one. 
It is, in a word, how to so economise our energies and 
so organise our resources that a decent cleanly life 
may be within reach of all. And that is not a ques­
tion of theology at all. Our real task is to equip men 
and women for a flesh and blood existence on earth, 
not to prepare citizens for the New Jerusalem. And 
we can do this all the better by creating a Moratorium 
for Christianity in fact, if not in theory. We can see 
to it that our cities are clean, well planned, and well 
lit, without troubling over mansions in the sky, just 
as we can, without bothering about the being of a 
God, see that the work of educating and humanising 
men and women goes forward. We might easily make 
earth brighter and better, even though we remained 
in complete ignorance of the constitution of the 
heavenly kingdom.

But I have really no hope that the suggestion will 
be adopted, and a religious Moratorium declared. It 
would be too dangerous an experiment, and it is too 
much to expect. At all costs Christianity must keep 
itself well advertised if it is to live. It may be true, 
as this German writer says, that thousands will return 
from the War with their opinions about religion 
altered. But I am quite sure that the Churches 
will continue as brazen as ever to the end. In 
that, indeed, lies their only hope. „  r

Grant Allen.

In Nature’s Workshop, by Grant Allen. Newnes. Illus­
trated. Is. net.

Flashlights on Nature, by Grant Allen. Newnea. Illus­
trated. Is. net.

Gbant Allen ’s versatility was extraordinary. 
There were few things he could not, and did not 
write about; and whatever he wrote was always 
pointed and suggestive. This was, in part, due to 
the variety of his early experiences. Before he was 
twenty-five he knew Canada, England, and the West 
Indies. He was educated in America, in Dieppe, in 
Birmingham, and at Oxford. He also had some 
experience in the Indian Statistical Department. 
But there is no doubt his most satisfactory work was 
that as a populariser of science. He fell early under 
the domination of the master-minds of Darwin and 
Spencer, and he never tired of bringing their teach­
ings before popular readers. He was not a profound 
scientist, but he had a complete acquaintance with 
science, and he had a splendid gift of interpretation. 
“  The St. Paul of Darwinism," someone dubbed him, 
and certainly his power of popularising the master’s 
teaching was very remarkable.

His papers on biology, philology, the evolution of 
species, and kindred subjects were bright and read­
able, even at times amusing. As a rule, when a 
scientist tries to be funny, the result is “  too deep 
for tears.”  This gift of Grant Alleu’s made him 
unpopular in scientific circles. Serious pedants 
professed to scorn his scientific journalism. They 
despised the star-gossip of Richard Proctor on simi­
lar grounds, preferring, presumably, the soholastio 
and unbearable simplicity of the lamented Dionysius 
Lardner, whose chaste volumes used to adorn book­
sellers’ fourpeuny boxes, alongside Zimmermann On 
Solitude and Hervey’s Meditations Among the Tombs. 
Whether they felt that, having gained their know­
ledge by years of work, it was prodigality to give it 
away so easily, or whether the old clerical spirit had 
found a new stronghold in soientifio circlos, may be 
an open question. Nothing appeared to irritate 
some of the authors of ponderous monographs so 
muob as having their life-work made intelligible to
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the masses. But Grant Allen hoisted the engineers 
with their own gunpowder. He opened up a new 
universe to tens of thousands, with a oharm all its 
own. Who that came fresh to the study of science 
could ever say an ungrateful word of the author of 
Carving a Cocoanut, The ¿Esthetic Analysis of an 
Egyptian Obelisk, The Romance of a Wayside Weed, 
The Daisy’s Pedigree, and numerous other papers. He 
awoke a new interest, and, unconsciously, led the 
reader through a course of Darwin, Herbert Spencer, 
and many another disregarded writer. In entranc­
ing chapters, Grant Allen led the outside public to 
understand the mysteries that, expressed in the 
esoteric terminology of scientific language, else had 
remained comparatively unknown. Now, thanks to 
Grant Allen, the ordinary reader has a clear idea of 
the labors of the great thinkers of our time ; and, it 
may be, see more clearly the tendency of those 
movements than those who, with technical know­
ledge, dissect the old faiths whilst worshiping Mrs. 
Grundy.

Grant Allen was more than an amateur, but he 
carried his weight of learning gracefully. Though 
prejudiced against the classics, he produced a trans­
lation, with an anthropological introduction, of 
Catullus’s most famous poem. From the lofty 
region of thought and scholarship it is a sharp curve 
to turn to Grant Allen the novelist. In the days of 
threadbare plots, when all the old devices that were 
as broidery to a well-spun story, were worn to skele­
tons of construction, it was a pleasure to find 
Stevenson and Rider Haggard rivalled in their 
romances by facts from the laboratory and problems 
from the philosopher’s researches.

Theology has always met strange bed-fellows, and 
one is not surprised to find the versatile Grant Allen 
among the theologians. He was-proud of being one 
of the first to apply seriously evolutionary theories 
to the human belief in deity. In his Preface to The 
Evolution of the Idea of God, he said, “  It contains, I 
believe, the first extended effort that has yet been 
made to trace the genesis of the belief in God from 
its earliest origin in the mind of primitive man up to 
its fullest development in advanced and etharealised 
Christian theology.”  Grant Allen made an honest 
attempt to explain the whole matter. The whole 
drift of his teaching was seoularistic, and all his 
thinking was untrammelled by any kind of religion.

Ho met with great opposition. Publishers feared 
to offend Mrs. Grundy, and would not allow him to 
give full expression to his ideas. Science, pure and 
simple, did not p a y ; and novel-writing, to which he 
was compelled to turn, had to be carried on within 
narrow limits. The publishers wanted “  smooth 
tales, generally of love.”  The last kind of work in 
which he exercised his versatile pen was art criticism 
and guide-book writing. His papers on The Evolution 
of Italian Art are as valuable as they are interesting, 
and in his series of books on Historic Cities, he 
showed us what a guide-book should be.

Curiously, Grant Allen never liked fiotion. Unlike 
Darwin, he never even read it, if he could help it. 
But, in spite of this, he succeeded as a novelist, and 
The Woman Who Did and The English Barbarians were 
read wherever the English language is spoken. This 
is one of the extraordinary things in his career. The 
truth is, that Grant Allen could write anything, and 
wrote all things well. He even attempted poetry, 
and proved himself a master in the ballade, though 
he seldom worked in that fantastic field.

No religious ceremony was permitted at his 
funeral. It would have been an outrage on his life 
and teaching if any theological invocations had been 
intoned over his dead body. His life was a battle 
against creeds and conventions. He lived free of 
Buoh bonds, and he died free of them.

Below all the strife of opponents the quiet growth 
of appreciation, silent but real, gathers strength. 
For in the heart of the democracy his lessons have 
sunk deep, and if graduates sneer and professors 
frown, it is something to have helped the people to 
grasp the teachings of science. He called himself a 
humble disciple of Darwin and Herbert Spencer, but
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in popularising the work of these great thinkers ̂  
made an enviable reputation, and what 
desires more ? MiMNEbM°S'

Man and His Mother Earth.—1̂ '

( Concluded from p. 445.)
Pbim itive  hunters in inhospitable sub-arotio £ 
and Siberia need from seventy to two hundred si 
miles of territory for their maintenance per e.2‘yar 
Rainless districts like the Kalahari Desert and si®  ̂
areas afford subsistence on much the same#Bca!' 
more genial surroundings where the spoils o. 
chase are eked out with the proceeds J>r>D3 the
tillage, as with many of the American Iod 
Dyaks of Borneo, and the natives of Ne^ .̂ fl for 
from one-half to two square miles will pi°
each unit of the tribe.

Shepherd races show a population of fr0ia J* ¡¡ttl® 
five per square m ile: where they combine 
agriculture with their pastoral life, ĉa hngbso .̂ 
to the square mile is a fair average. Rude a try(9s 
if united with a modicum of trade and in ga3tfli° 
in tropical Africa, Borneo, and elsewhere, wi 
from five to fifteen per square mile. P i ' o r  ’c

to

by European settlers in newly colonised s 
the home continent where the olimate is nr 
will support from eighteen to twenty-fivS

,blfi

ffices'
Central Europe 80 ^

square mile.
Well cultivated land m uenarui 

sustain one hundred to the square mile; in ,. 
countries of Southern Europe, two hundr jjt>D , 
some additional occupation is followed, tw 9rf 
and fifty to three hundred. But these & ^  
greatly increased in lowland India and c^D,3’0d c?„ 
five hundred or more neople find sustena ^J iu a u  u r  m u r e  p e u p ie  n u u  ------- . ,

mile of land. In large Industrie g8soU:’ 
Europe, however, such as England, Belgi“ a„0e, % 
and the manufacturing departments of 1
density of population- rises from 
eight hundred per square mile.

W ith the aggregation of a big

square

five bno°

po
restricted area, and with a oontinnany . g

land-surface^ pi*'
arisesGfot10« WA ^  laad-sariacc, -
Pates b ’ fw f>ySfceiDai'10 governmental coatr°L
oerni8n„bS rf \ f e“ b0r8 of *he 80oial
are ceftafn ton ol  ° f  p™P0rty  and acees3 order a n T  ? CQUr- maintenance ot’ & gS¡0t
hec0m:  f j l ° teCtloa against domestic *88 grf 
m u T l n Z f T  0f fch0 regulative bo#; >
outside interftafeSn to defead the oommaaityor wbich “ ay threaten the j#  It

S S S Z S ?  1£ ? “?’•“'  t h 8 £ VP y industrial communities t fiif
- ~ •- afunctionaries have carried these

< <thor. They control the public thoroUt, jiie ° $  
ways, and railway systems, and su n  to 
liners. All these proceedings are held ¿eve*0? ^  
exploitation of natural resources ana t y be" 
of commerce. By extending the iot® J^iy 
land and people they have unqnesti pop°‘ ,i f

___ ____  :__„.«on nrD“Uin building up those immense urban
am ■ jd!which are increasingly conspicuous c0uim 

vanced manufacturing and oommerci jy e 
Bat whether these nations that rec* ^
tbeir mineral patrimony, while
anent possibilities of a highly remo^-j p, 
are assured of a lengthy national career if

is
another story.

Territorial expansion is a prime n 
overorowded communities. This
sequel of the rapid ___x...
resources. Colonies are needed t°l 
lation and for new markets alike

multiplication f ' g0rp

powerful State will, if convenient,
- ‘ th e?aries nearer home by annexing tD0.^fcflte9 

tiguous peoples. The histories of all o jg< 
mediaeval, and modern—testify t0 ja0ds

o1

empires have been erected on 
foes, or founded on the territories

the *7kor 
0fw e aK
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Iggg ................
Wnii 68’ w^° never harmed or ever dreamed of 
•zeror̂  fl' mos î invariably remorseless con-

^nitf3 uad stoi'y human evolution, power and 
bl3 “ ave usually been triumphant. Morality 
;:prem°°m counted in the struggles of races for 
svetl ¡naĈ ' Y0t there is some soul of goodness 
0ver N '755' BPrQading ° f  the thirteen colonies
*»j 0rthern America, south of the Great Lakes, 
CDited̂ hial to the development of a wonderful 
êtev a ês civilisation. Greece carried her culture 

torch of established her power. Rome bore the 
IbeWa CIViliaation to all her subjugated peoples, 
iictatgi ^ a6ed Jby Japan against Russia was largely 
ijje °y motives of self-pr9servation. 

the Soans’ ^  8̂ a'l'9s 8UCh aa Holland, Switzerland, 
Pel|8jj“ .“ ’n^vian countries, and Belgium, are oom- 
iefenCQ Ita?r P^ca themselves in a position of 

ab°r . ome resigned to the prospect of ulti- 
8nt w  3QrPtion by soma more powerful neighbor, 
the Urji?8 hope that the clouds will lift, and that 
âta, states of Europe is not a fantastic 
Thepg :
p̂portj 8 Partly a vast difference between self- 

■“.auj Jj im m unities, or those that are practically 
their Kd ?8e °ountries that depend very largely on 
NaajL , 8ea *rom foreign lands. Britain and 
C°.QaQti>o raiae only a portion of the food-stuffs they 
*‘thiQ n°.r the raw materials they manufacture, 
¡‘N y.Dae,|r ° Wn territories. They supply their 
> hJatinn i P°Pulations from abroad by means of 
fQPti0n ta* exchange of commodities. The inter­
red in ^irtailment of foreign trade is soon experi- 
Na 0[ "j.® r*6e of prices even for the barest neces­
sary 8, , 8’ . for. which an increase in wages or 
¿tioa. Th r,nle-a-*s nsnalIy an inadequate compen- 

°Dr „if ■Bi‘*hish Navy in protecting our shipping 
Noe. S,?res has rendered more th 

this is appreciated''tüiProved That than yeoman's
. ___ by the people

63 the ln oircumstanoe that in all normal 
v'iiip ^  8ailor is a far greater favorite than the 
• Qctola0â rhout our sea-swept isles. And although 

IHyet a3 Nayy was most certainly aimed at Eng- 
S  ^ore P° * erfal marine arm was becoming more 

imperative requirement to Germany’s 
.¡'8 toav h exP.5nding oversea’s trade. In fairness 
N l a  00 ,?a*d> while remaining completely con-

Ìu’ ̂ Qilld spell disaster to the civ ; continental 
htei, a8Pendenoe of an island or 8 non. j n
16 tio0ti riava,i power is no new p employed
SS**1« »  period of Pericles, "“ Pe °Icy
4 the * .not meroly to Bafegralfdv her communi- .»can Sea, but to solidify margin
«CjJh-h the colonial cereal lands on the ma g

i^^^m porary States strive t° oconre a la*ge 
1 5 f i S “8 commerce through fĉ e xnBtrn^entality 

e°mmeroial stations, tra. _r devices of modern economics. Through 
^ Stsi- u  raco^B„^ ® SG intellectual conquestsNiN C ciea

ever 
Despite serious

w  ng area Qf3̂ 6 beinS diffa8ed through an e 
s, the earth’s surface. Despite seri 

n°fiv 0 mau\l!:il'8rcbaDSe of ideas, bound up with 
^ cLeQdQweV encroaohments upon the habitats of 
iNa’o °f oivi^°Sa *iend in the long run to further 
S i ,  S > e lie f8affci!°? and Pr?gress- One may stillahcl a . 1 Èhat the petty and paltry racial

ÎQji^Soniems will some day fade away ;
h,; dlft ideas°* Gnderatanding of» and sympathy 
% .,y e c 0^ , .  ana

the
aspirations of peoples evolved• — MIO

of °f the i ^ e t h a r  with a deepening
& h > 'nterdependence and mutual help- 

entire ’ - -  —hi

; ° r 1’ ra?ial
'■ 1 H 8> ira tioL hLmaniB.m

Ve- human family will at some
j 't t  0f a|,rem°te, at last lead to the pacific

ijMe hi®00 -

social, racial, and eoonomic enmi 
d humanism may yet expand from 

aj'ons of the truly humanitarian few 
the honored and proud possession of 

earth.
K."As d®termining all the happenings 
e .treJÎ, rnan’s Ls- i - * --------- —history is the solid land on 

Every fluctuating phenomenon

is fundamentally conditioned and constrained by its 
geographic circumstances. In tracing the develop­
ment of lower animal and plant life, the same 
factors confront us. Anthropology is the soience 
of the earth’s leading animal. Herder, Montesquieu, 
Buckle, and Ratzel, the two former, dimly, and the 
two latter, deliberately, emphasised the titanic part 
performed by geographical phenomena in shaping the 
paths followed by the children of men.

In a justly celebrated sonnet, George Meredith 
reminds us of the “ memorable”  lady’s saying that 
the mind’s ascent is spiral. So, too, is the State’s, 
and the same truth holds of the social units which 
form the State. One has even heard, cn more or 
less excellent authority, that the State’s permanent 
officials are seriously encumbered with “ a heavy 
pack,”  and that their seeming slothfuiness and som- 
nolenoe is owing to the burden of red tape they bear 
as they wind and bend from bad to a little better.

Hidden as the verity may ha by many apparently 
artificial phenomena, the truth remains that the 
mental and materia! progress of mankind has been 
enormously influenced by its geography. Although 
so generally underrated, or entirely ignored, the 
land, from whioh all human activities spring, forms 
the chief foundation for the science of history. The 
spiral character of man’s progress is illustrated both 
by the circumstance that in the conflict with an 
untoward environment the human race is sometimes 
victorious, and sometimes defeated in the struggle. 
Broadly considered, a people marches onward when 
it has turned all its advantages to the best account, 
while it is driven to retreat, or even to cede its terri­
tory to a more efficiently armed or better economi­
cally equipped invader. The value of a dwelling- 
place, either to its native inhabitants or to an alien 
intruder, must depend upon its strategic importance, 
its soil, climate, and general economic potentialities. 
The problem of space is ever present with an expand­
ing people. A self-contained community, whether 
of continental or island habitat, is sooner or later 
m9naeed with stagnation. This was shown not only 
in the native races, but in the planta and lower 
animals of the stranded Australian continent. Japan 
betrayed plain signs of retarded development when 
the American, Perry, paid his epoch-making visit 
to that island empire. As Ellen Semple states:—

“ The ideal basis of progress is the expansion of the 
world relations of a people, the extension of its field of 
activities and sphere of influence far beyond the limits 
of its own territory, by which it exchanges commodities 
and ideas with various countries of the world. Universal 
history shows us that as the geographical history of the 
known world has widened from gray antiquity to the 
present, societies and states have expanded their terri­
torial and economic scope; that they have grown not 
only in the number of their square miles and in the 
geographical range of their international intercourse, 
but in national efficiency, power, and permanence, and 
especially in that intellectual force which feeds upon 
the nutritious food of wide comparisons. Every great 
movement which has widened the geographical outlook 
of a people, such as the Crusades in the Middle Ages, or 
the colonisation of the Americas, has applied an intel­
lectual and economic stimulus. The expanding field of 
advancing history has therefore been an essential con­
comitant and, at the same time, a driving force in the 
progress of every people and of the world.”

With the multiplication of the so-called artificial 
aids to human life, man’s loudly-voiced conquests 
over Nature appear on the surfaoe to find their 
justification, But deeper reflection should warn us 
that all that has really happened is that wo have 
more completely adapted ourselves to the conditions 
imposed by the all-encompassing earth, air, and sea. 
Every task set to man, all the problems of land and 
water transit, the difficulties of irrigation and drain­
age, the domestication of animals and cultivation of 
plants, the power to travel through the air, to sub­
merge his sea going vessels of destruction, all the 
obstaoles which havo hardened man’s body and 
sharpened his wits, have been appointed by sur­
rounding Nature.

But the terms presented by Nature, however modi­
fied, are never eliminated. Human freedom is not
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made more complete by civilised life. As a matter 
of fact, as man’s wants multiply, his reliance on his 
Earth Mother constantly increases. He assumes his 
manumission because his requirements are spread 
over a wider area. No ona necessary of life in a 
state of civilisation possesses the power it exercises 
in uncivilised communities. But civilised man re­
mains bound, although his fetters cease to gall his 
imprisoned limbs. This truth is forcibly shown in 
the following passage:—

“ The Delaware Indians depended upon the forests 
alone for fuel. A citizen of Pennsylvania, occupying 
the former Delaware tract, has the choice of wood, 
hard or soft coal, coke, petroleum, natural gas, or 
manufactured gas. Does this mean emancipation ? 
By no means. For While fuel was a necessity to the 
Indian only for warmth and cooking, and, incidentally, 
for the pleasurable excitement of burning an enemy at 
the stake, it enters into the manufacture of almost every 
article that the Pennsylvanian uses in his daily life.”

The population of Great Britain depends not merely 
on its internal trade and home-grown food-stuffs, but 
also avails itself of the advantages conferred by its 
immense fleet of twenty thousand merchant vessels 
which oonvey food supplies and manufactured articles 
to and fro in every part of the habitable globe. The 
importance of our mercantile marine and our railway 
systems to a vast city like London can only be realised 
by paying a visit to Smithfield or Covent Garden on 
one of their busy market mornings. Most of our bread 
is baked from wheat drawn from many foreign lands; 
our tea and coffee both come from abroad; the bulk 
of our meat supplies is of overseas origin; while our 
very water is conducted to our houses from a distant 
river. Nearly all the cotton which serves to sustain 
the great manufacturing county of Lancashire is 
shipped from the Southern States of America to 
find one of its great centres of ultimate consumption 
in far distant India.

All these aids to comfort and convenience, with 
countless others, proceed from the earth. The sum 
total of force and matter in the universe remains 
constant. Man creates nothing; he merely moulds 
and modifies pre-existing material. He co-operates 
with Nature in making three ears of corn grow 
where one or even none grew before, hut he remains 
her willing or wayward child, born of her womb, 
suckled at her breast, and destined, when his alloted 
span of life is past, to return to the bosom of her from 
whom he sprang. T . p. P a l m e r .

T h e  B ib le  in  W a r -T im e .

The Gunner chuckled softly.
“ You should’a’ done like old Pint-o’-Bass did, time we 

was on the Aisne,” he said. “ Bass is one of them fag-fiends 
that can’t live without a cigarette, and wouldn’t die happy 
if he wasn’t smokin’ one. ’E  breathes more smoke than ’e 
does air, an’ ’e ought to ’ave a permanent chimney-sweep 
detailed to clear the soot out of ’is lungs an’ breathin' toobs, 
But if Pint-o’-Bass does smoke more’n is good for ’im or any 
other respectable factory chimney, I'll admit the smoke 
’asn’t sooted up ’is intelleck none, an’ ’e can wriggle ’is way 
out of a hole where a double-jointed snake ’ud stick. An’ 
dnrin’ The Retreat, when, ’as you knows, cigarettes in the 
Expeditionary Force was scarcer'n snowballs in 'Ell, ole 
Pint-o'-Bass managed to carry on, an' wasn't never seen 
without ’is fag, oxcep’ at meal-times an’ sleep-times, an’ 
they, bein’ so infrequent an’ sketchy-like, them days, wasn’t 
'ardly worth countin’ . ’Twas like this, see, that ’e managed 
it. You’ll remember that, when we mobilised, some Lost 
Dogs’ 'Ome or Society for Preventin’ Christian Knowledge, 
or something, rushes up a issue o’ pocket Testaments an’ 
dishes out one to everybody in the Battery. Bound in a 
khaki cover, they was, an’ cornin’ in remarkable ’andy as a 
nice sentimental sort o’ keepsake, most of ’em stayed be’ind 
wi’ sweet’earts an’ wives. Them as didn't must ’ave gone 
into ‘ Base kit,’ cos any’ow there wasn’t one to be raked out 
o’ the Battery later on excep’ the one that Pint-o’-Bass wa3 
carryin’. Bein’ pocket Testaments, they was made o’ the 
thinnest kind o’ paper, an’ Bass told me the size worked out 
exackly right at two fags to the page. ’E started on the 
Creation just about the time o’ Mons, an’ by the time we’d 
got back to the Aisne ’e was near through Genesis. All the
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time we was workin’ up thro’ France again Bass ® ^ 0lty 
were workin’ down through Exodus, an’ ’e b egim ^^
about whether the Testament would carry ’im
campaign. The other fellers that 'ad their tongas 
out for a fag uster go’n borrow a leaf off o’ Bass ^  
they could raise a bit o’ ’baccy, but at last ®asS„,Sj,e'<[ gay- 
on these loans. ‘ Where’s your own Testament ? ôt 
‘ You was served out one same as me, wasn't yon take the 
irreligious wasters 1 Get a Bible give you an’ can . sj$. 
trouble to carry it. You’d ha’ sold them Testamen ^  yjat 
pence a sack in Woolwich if there’d been bnyer^^^^, 9 
price— which there weren’t. An’ now you comes so 
page o’ mine. I  ain’t goin’ to give no more, 
thriftlessness, as the Adjutant ’ud call i t ; an’ , see
do I know ’ow long this war’s goin' to last or W“® *eronofflI 
a fag or a fag-paper again ? I ’ll be smoking , jbe,' 
an’ Kings long afore we're over the Bhine, an . , o0t tbe 
ses, turnin’ over the pages with ’is thumb an' tea« j.y be 
Children of Israel careful by the roots, 1 me g0idief

T° « “

Enconrag'3
■o*

reduced to smokin' the inscription, 
jaf afore I gets 

baccy shop in Berlin. No,’ ’e says
Friend," on the fly-leaf afore I gets a c h a n o e jw ^

___ ______ _ _____ (No. youg 0ti, a"'
a corner o’ the Pettit Journal, an’ good enough ar o*c 
provident sacriligeous blighters, you— givin’ aw y 
good Testaments.’ i stra‘id*

1 Young Soapy, o’ the Centre Section, ’im that j.BpS. 
off the strength at Wipers later through stopP® a pjvis'00 
tried to come the artful, an’ ’ad the front to ’alt t ijesP 
padre one day an’ ask ’im if ’e’d any spares o P?® j ;n'it ̂

■ —  through I f  ^  0„tments in store, makin’ out ’e’d lost 'is 
’is Number One, who had gone ‘ Missin 
’e couldn’t ’ardly sleep in ’is bed at night

Soapy®3 
■which „.J*

;en* 
'i

U UUU1UU U CLLUiy Biucy 1U uqu -------a , Qf
sayin’ much, seein’ we mostly slep’ in our seats 
them nights— becos ’e hadn't read a chapter o’ the 
first. An’ the old sky-pilot was a little bit surp ^
'a bin more surprised if ’e knew Soapy as we”  a becc5 
a heap pleased, and most of all bowed down w* 8 
’e ’adn’t no Testament that was supernumary to 
lishment, and so couldn’t issue one to Soapy- . „ wi',**, 
later ’e comes ’unting for Soapy, as ploased as a ° 
tails, an’ smilin’ as glad as if ’e’d just converted jo»
an’ ’e lugs out a big Bible ’e’d bought in a vulS’o ^ ie»f9 f 
passed through, an’ writes Soapy’s name on t ô  ̂^  jô»OOÎ
presents it to ’im, and tells ’im 'e’ll come an 0 
time V s  near the Battery. The Bible was f;ai oOe.'. V  
fiddlin’ pocket things, but a good substa ecOrl Lj
rnfcf-l'ioro r.’ VnapQ in fcVin RnlvnsVlOS all Abra f,hich .¿j

tbat- t V $
pitchers o’ Moses in the Bulrushes an 
’is son, an’ such like. An’ the leaves was 
Soapy might as well ’ave smoked brown paper or * cbac ^  
Journal. But that wasn’t the worst of it. ° °  ~~ 
it over the first ’edge soon as the padre 'ad g° ,'a(j pic»-, 
day the padre rolls up and tells Soapy a SapP ,.fl Da
it up and brought it to ’im 
rank after ‘ Presented by

- ’im ’avin’ signed 
’ — the fly-leaf- 'io 

too.
sack^Jbere R avd ’eIPs 'im sto'f u 7* t
left Soapv to rlia° raos<i *he room an’ weighed ¡j#.-
an’ -spare socks and o f  ’13-bully bee£ an’ bisCU, s  4n’ *?‘  
then poor Soan,? d Ret,era ln al1 Hie pockets ’e ’ad- *  3j:- 

poor Soapy wasn't finished, for every time *e £  *  
■ • -*—i  ’e ca™ Cof*got a chance 'e ’d ’op round an’ ’ave a chat, a ’  -  TjJ a ^

Soapy, the chat being a cross-examination V-n>,
Martial on what chapter Soapy ’ad been re.“ j to ®.,/’ 
explanations of same. Soapy was drove at ^ ¡Dk 9-i 
a chapter, so ’e could make out ’e savvied som- ^  jjjs 1 

The Gunner tapped out his pipe on the bee 
and began to refill it. i poor

“ If you’ll believe me,” he said ,11 that padre j ay-- ( 
pinned down so he was readin’ near a chapter d
shows the ’orrible results that can come o 
simple deception.” — Westminster Gazette,

y
Rev. Dr. Trelawney-Ross told the Canter ss.nà^yiy  

Convocation the other day that appeal® ^  tb®0 { ^  
cigarettes were infinitely better responded ¿y
for intercessory prayer. We aro pleased ^jng^  
existence of so much common Bense is a ha" j

-----  .. ¿¡ays.
Poor old Mother Church has fallen on..eJ\nà 

is a caterpillar plague in the home count*6^ ater. & 
is being used as a preventive instead of b o y torpiHatS' 
Christians are no longer as green as the ca

-------  c0icg
What a propensity pious people have for ?  «I ¿1
iaVi t.n eoo TTai'o ia t.]i« C'.h.Vì.SlfÀCLTl ^*0$wish to see. Here is the Christian gJJV_ 

noticeable effect of the War has been xepciBfl<* 
carping spirit which for so long has been 6 Jo6 

! Holy Scriptures.” W e fear the pious ool 
1 the Freethinker regularly.
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Äcid Drops.

5 Getman Baptist Churches have affirmed t,hexr con- 
D "'t they can assist the G 

'eace,” and that “  the w 
* them in their conviction, 

sam
for 1 German

¿n 'uili lhey can assist the German cause with 11 a 
4 . “ “lienee,” and that "  the wonderful help of God ” 

5 them in f.iini» TIjo Eaglish ObiiiCliGS
Bdtfeh., >  f'-10 same thing, with the substitution of 

'  11 Ger 
me it faith.k^fetian That is part of the beauty of 

On one side of a political boundary
flr076s oue thing ; on the other side it proves the 

¡J» t ' Every Christian, no matter what he believes or 
'«lows that God is with him. And the stupidity of 

Public is auch that the vaat mai ° rity fal1. t0 
’  Ee h b̂ere is in this the most complete demonstration 

«ter uselessness of the Christian faith.

i s We
’ th^iM^6^’ b̂9 clerSy are n°f' losing an opportunity 

i f V W e l t o ? 8 “ m iracle” üßspit0 it8 complete exposure, 
■ fitte d  tk *S -k6 âs*i 0116 Para^ ° *be an§ elic vision.^O‘‘pro it was impossible to say the story had

that th ^  efficient testimony,” but failed to point 
fe e ? n ^ hol°. thic8 was a deliberate invention, acd

¡don i !  , “ Or Of it ÌS wo 11 known. 17! viri Anf.lv Riahnn
» - *-e 8 that the time'^ a s o ^ li3 6Uat the time is not quite ripe to claim the 

■’ c°toina ° ° '  authenticated fact, but we feel that the time 
/ irerg ^  he concluded his sermon by telling his 

v k u J hey n00d not of necessity 
^io| . tat!on> they

believe in this 
should cherish a faith in the 
Quite so ; good Christians arejjl'Wty a„B?.Iri!:u?'l world.

J W ,  cllsb6lieve this story so long a3 they accept it 
■N fQr oe^0agh to support a belief which appeals to this 

ev‘uence.

Tvne„
'S* has * ""1■* a ŝo re3urns the Mons story which 

veceived widespread credence and aroused
S t S S * * .  The writer says that the story is so 
I&aj j. an“  80 definite in detail that “ it is scepticism 

it,” and “ we are bound to believe that1L- u"9. Rlirm«,— j—  i *in» ti ’ ?uPernatural happening did take place.” The
b nat flfipma f./-. «««i- ¿i.~ „j-------lu -i. ¿i. ~

X

X

¡Hi
8 WereUal .seerQ9 to cast doubt on the story is that the 

^  the vrr'T^ bave been seen “ by all the soldiers.” 
t^et °f the article thinks is unusual, because,

fee o« ances. the angel is seen by only one or two, 
B th&t w ?  befiove it on hearsay. In the 

.* ‘jl believo 8-t 6vf(feECe may be forthcoming.

*«
:^ia,

oul

the end, he
ip . - • LH OjJ  UO lUlilUGULU ■ng. If it is,

0 if not, it may illustrate the growth of

O s t i a l  points are overlooked. W e have 
lx* ii dll thfì Rnldip.r« saw tJh« anelala. W «k wuiy th the soldiers

have w td of one or two 
’■* of û°^ even th®*1 word.

’1

saw the angels. We 
that they saw them. 
All we have are the 

o Been ^ coupls of clergymen that have received, 
. :'^nt ’ feftavs from one or two people describing 

tuC6> anii iT bey bave been challenged to produce this 
*  . . .  Q have not done so. ..............

the
JW*®»« the C7 canilot 130 so,

■ &t¡iü. i ^nurch Times writer never once refers to the

And it is no great assump- 
In the course of a conple

^  "'•1Ûg fact that Mr. Arthur Machen was the first to 
1 ' '"E0 angelic vision. He wrote about it last
'hM9 °f 0 ° '  a-s an **iem n8w3> but> as he says, as 
vir. 6 airPÛ ?r invention. That blows the whole story 
i 'v H y c u e ^  } now il; is untrue. W e also know that 
1''U 'a!!Uni,fcn. deliberately invented "ev id en ce”— months 
\  “a olaj 0̂^  the legend. It is a sheer clerical fabrication.

evidence is nothing more nor less

pr . -----
^n8htinoVideilce (3oes ah things well, as the clergy are

• 8 * 2 "  b̂e plague of summer flies has aroused
that re^erick Treves, the world-famous surgeon, 

i C3HvQv V*he fly-peril is a very real one, as these 
th0 fl98,86, r̂ ho trouble is that fly-papers are 

y ^ Cotati0n 8 brfug their relatives and friends to

s ° QS‘

? S f c 8‘ 8 thesei Chf- T- tuese Christians are 1 Here is the 
V i 5r i  for „ StIan Association continually appealing to 

,,Qth«r°  a.nioPhones, records, games, books, maga- 
'■i'tf|i a Sü>ïiah] ^°8’ ôr uso *be “ ffftary huts in the 

win Providence only deals with heavenly

T
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^ j B p l y  a suppliant with a new “ spirit,”

t'h6 j^Paper informs us that Captain John Jacob 
Udft ■'th V,; ^ 'f0 Guards, “ must be exceedingly well

i { W l o <
* fo»“i ? ° 3 ’’ '?,af tee. E sPecially vvhon we recall the

tliirj not where to lay his head, and was “ Shilling«mgg,

Alderman Senior, one of the best-known men in Sheffield, 
died recently at the age of seventy-seven. In early life, the 
papors inform us, he started work at making nails for two­
pence a day. What a chance the journalists lost by not 
being present when Omnipotence was nailed to two pieces 
of wood with three tenpenny nails.

Referring to the late Mr. Swinburne’s lyrical poems, the 
Westminster Gazette praises his love of England and Italy in 
Songs Before Sunrise. They deserve the praise, but Swin­
burne was more than a Radical and more than a Republican. 
He loved Freethought, called himself a Freethinker, and 
what is more, called Shakespeare a Freethinker. It is 
astonishing how the press in England quite overlook the 
Freethought of one of the finest of modern English poets. 
Perhaps they get worn out before they reach that aspect 
of his genius, or, perhaps, they know better and would 
say so, if their proprietors would let them. For who can 
offend his proprietor and live ?

The Archbishop of Canterbury says that England has only 
one chance— " a  chain of prayer from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.” Very 
well then! He knows what he has to do, and, for our part, 
we like to see a man laboring in his own profession. If there 
are any slackers, we will undertake to get the job put through 
at a quarter of the Archbishop’s salary. England may, there­
fore, consider herself saved. __

An exquisite misprint in the London County Council 
Gazette refers to the National Association for the Prevention 
of Infant Morality. The phrase might be applied to a 
church which teaches children that such stories as that of 
Jonah and the Whale are “ the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth.”

The Anti Meat-Eating crusade in the press reminds us of 
Cobbett’s sarcastic account of an earlier effort to interfere 
with flesh-eating. St. Augustine, he says, complained to 
the Pope that the English had so great a fondness for meat 
that they would not observe fast-days. The Pope replied, 
“ Keep them in church, even if they kill their oxen in the 
churchyards. Let them make shambles of the churches 
rather than let the Devil get their souls.”

Scottish Members of Parliament, of an economical turn of 
mind, have protested against the publication of expensive 
Blue Books. Perhaps they remember that the Bible, one of 
the bluest books in the world, can be obtained for the price 
of a cigar.

“ The man who goes about diffusing an atmosphere of 
depression is doing the Devil’s work.” This piece of 
wisdom comes from Canon Masterman. It is rough on the 
parsons who preach hell.

Dr. Campbell Morgan admits that what he calls “ surface 
appearances ” justify the belief in the total failure of the 
Christian religion. Of course, he asserts that Christ has 
triumphed in the world, “  all surface appearances notwith­
standing.” “ The victory is always with God,” he positively 
declares. Is it, though ? Dr. Morgan says : “ Pat our con­
ceptions of life to-day by the side of the conceptions of life 
under Roman rule when Jesus was born.” We obey that 
injunction with pleasure, though the reverend gentleman 
himself dare not do so. When Jesus is supposed to have 
been born, the emperor of Rome was Augustus, who ruled 
from 27 b c. to a,d. 14. Now, even so bigoted an historian as 
the late Dean Merivale admits that the “ Augustan Age ” 
was always looked back upon by the Romans as “ the most 
prosperous and the most distinguished in their annals,” and 
that in modern times any specially virtuous epoch is called 
the Augustan Age of the country concerned, such as the 
reign of Louis X IV ., the Augustan Age of Franca, and the 
reign of Anne that of England. But for the true historical 
perspective we must consult, not biased writers like Merivale 
and Fairbairn, but scientific historians like Gibbon, Emile 
Reich, and Dill, who only seek for truth, and who, when 
they find it, are neither afraid nor ashamed to utter it in its 
unembellished form. W e would exhort Dr. Campbell Morgan 
to break himself from the bad habit of exalting his own 
religion at the expense of unjustly belittling all others, and 
remind him that so stern and rigid an old moralist as Tacitus 
saw much to admire in tho state of society under Augustus.

Of course, the popular oracle of Westminster Chapel is 
above being guided in forming his judgments by such mean 
things as historical facts. He has a Scriptural thesis to 
defend, and he champions it without paying the least atten­
tion to its actual relation to the truth of life. On the coca- 
sion under consideration tho thesis was th is : “  Greater is he
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that is in yon, than he that is in the world ” (1 John iv. 4). 
The meaning is that God is greater than the Devil, and must 
prevail. True it is, Dr. Morgan concedes, that the forces of 
evil appear to have the upper h an d; in the world at large 
they seem to be all-powerful; even at the present moment 
they give one the impression of being on the eve of winning 
the battle; but this preacher assures us that the word of the 
Lord abideth for ever, and is true at every moment of time. 
What about the fasts? we anxiously inquire, and he confi­
dently answers : “  You do not know the real facts ; for these 
you must patiently dig until you get through the thick sur- 
face-cruBt of appearances. I  candidly admit that on the 
surface the Christian world is just now waging a diabolical 
War, but if you penetrate to its central deeps you shall find 
that a great peace, the sweet peace of the God of love, reigns 
supreme.” What can you do with a man who is simpleton 
enough to rave like that ? The mischief is that, because of 
his oratorical gifts, he has gained the ears of certain un­
thinking sections of the public, by which his every word 
is taken as finally authoritative.

An American ethical lecturer and ex-evangelist has become 
“ converted” to Christianity, and has petitioned to be re­
ceived back into the Presbyterian Church “ under the most 
rigid construction of the orthodox creed.” W e are indebted 
to the Christian World for the information that “ the man 
who once held great audiences hanging quite breathless on 
his electrifying preaching from the pulpit, found it impossible 
on the ethical lecture platform to get more than transient 
heed from occasional groups of dilettantes.” It almost looks 
as though the writer of the above was trying to give the 
reason for Dr. Fay Mills’s return to Christianity.

The Archbishop of Canterbury suggests that, as a counter­
blast to the German “  Gott Strafe England,” we use such an 
expression as “  God bless our King and Country and defend 
the right.” Curses and blessings, in these circumstances, 
are equally childish, but the picture of grown-up men and 
women walking about and solemnly ejaculating such rubbish 
as this would be enough to make a horse laugh. On the 
whole, we are constrained to expect more good from a 
genuine, whole-souled curse, than from pious cant of the 
kind recommended by the Archbishop.

Another suggestion of the Archbishop’s was the enrolment 
of a body of women who would keep up a chain of prayer 
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. This was probably intended as a reply 
to the North German Lutheran Churches, who recently sent 
a message to the Kaiser asserting that the German nation 
was sure of victory because it was before all else a praying 
nation.

In a recent volume of essays there is an amusing account 
of the side-paths of debate. “ Once the hounds of argument 
are started on a false scent, it is very difficult to whip them  
off; they soon disappear into another country; so that a con­
versation that began with an inquiry whether angels are 
male or female may easily end in an embittered dispute 
on the relative values of Stilton and Cheddar cheese.”

It is said to be difficult to serve both God and Mammon, 
but the experiment is often tried. In a recent issue of the 
Wendover Parish Magazine the following touching words 
appear: “ W e are certain of a much increased circulation, 
and as a consequence, the magazine will be a still better 
vehicle for advertising.” The tone is familiar in Fleet-street, 
where so many gentlemen of plastic principles write for the 
edification of Christian readers of halfpenny papers.

In a police-court case at Bradford it was stated that two 
men swindled 60,000 people by means of bogus bargains in 
advertisements. The clergy, who have hocussed millions of 
peoplo with bogus relics, will not think much of this oxploit,

The Bishop of London is anxious to arrange a conference 
between some of the clergy and tho War Office in order to 
arrange for a better supply of chaplains. The Army, he said, 
is just a huge diocese without a bishop. So far as we can 
gather, tho men Eoom to bear the lack of chaplains with great 
fortitude. It is the Bishop of London who laments their 
scarcity. W ith all his folly, he has a keen sense where 
his own professional interests are concerned. W o suggest 
that if more chaplains go, they should go without demanding 
salaries from the military authorities.

“ Woe unto you rich 1” says the New Testament. Canon 
Fisher, of Hemel Hempstead, who recently died and left 
£22,000, Rev. H . Daman, of Chelsea, also left £31,000,

and Dr. Moorhouse, Bishop of Melbourne, who ê‘ “ ¡¡¡sb- 
appear to have borne up under the carse with to 
fortitude. Their Christian fortitude wonld_ have 
them to bear double the load without complaint.

of lb*
The Rev. J. H . Jowett, being the pastor of onê  ^  

richest churches in the world, enjoys tho privilege 
a cosmopolitan, for the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian ¡¡¡v 
New York, being so exceedingly wealthy, ma.kes î  ‘rflakic? 
for him to spend several months in each year ho'1119!  ¡¡l
in Great Britain. He is here now, and ha!  T e > P 
written about the War. True to his profession, “ ^ ¡ .

himself with urging his hearers and readers to bo of 
selves to their knees. “ Prayer,” he says, “ >s a . ffbe» 
tho open road, and prayer is a minister of receph0 ;  c]0sel 
we cease to pray the open highway is blocked a 
The waiting supplies cannot reach us.” Fa°3 ¡0 0 $  
the grim facts, how terribly unreal the following 
sounds:—  f t # 3

“  The big duty daunts us ; the strong eneni) 8 
■ 1_____ ,  . . . .  _______ns.We become faint and the battle goes against us.  ̂ ^

time the resource which would meet our necessi y r t ng tei
our honçst call. Let us pray without ceasing- ^  
the roads open, and our gracious God wn* 
transports.” . ftBS*el

How amazingly pat it all is ! If we win, it will be i jj 
to prayer ; if wo lose, it will be because wo do n ^  lea?- 
faith. This may be superstition gono mad, b a .1 
consistent. . ggflfll*

The Wesleyan Conference is busy with the tas^°^ p̂ ce 
ing tho number of Wesleyan disciples of the PrlD ^ ¡„g  v 
who have joined the Army for the purpose o g##* 
many as they can of their brother disciples on paCt ths-f<:'

the
; and tho Conference is proud to record tu sold*? j 
1,115 Wesleyan Methodist officers and i bâ e i\a

who were in the Army on March 31 last, buy _t1< tb-
either in battle or from wounds. 
Christians love one another 1

How

600
efficienW

R°beI c
As editor of the British Weekly, Sir Willi*® jlr.

of Dr. Joky HNicoll is playing the game 
in a most amusing if not 
he is full of faith in God and the certain 
over might. W e are on the side of right, be

tragic fashion- . ^  0f rt

uvur Luiguiu vv e » 1«  uu one om o u* **&**■» -  a ^jll Cft 
ask him fervently and persistently enough G° . s ta:

__¿T. _ _• i____  ci___ j.:___

iit>!
*----- “ ~-j —  *,*».................... 0»

give us the victory. Sometimes, for several wee*0 ^  bJ- 
. .  one subject is the efficacy of believing Pra/ e.’nj  P'f- 
insistent exhortation, “ Brethren, trust in God'/a[M ,J 
without ceasing.” This was specially the case ?“ ^
earlier stages of the War. Bat as the montns jpi 
without any definite manifestation of D ivine1“ ^  
on behalf of the Allies, this reverend knight berf--- ikxr Ol ~ _
dwell more and more upon the necessi y ^  ¿b® if£r> 
more efficiently equipped. H e almost we lias, °° Sj3e ̂  
of advocating compulsory enlistment, , t unless 
occasions, now positively declared that u.i be be* 

_____>_ ___™  8hall surely u_iverunlimited supply of munitions, we shall s g prey1 
spite of our trust in God and our multitudm

ver01

the
Sir William is an ordained minister of

Gospel, and, as such, is entitled to insist upon . 8t»oCf ;■"  - -nirine

ask for it ; but he has no moral right, " "¡cjaus 1 
to join the Lord Nortfacliflo group of P°;Ul force-
himself ridiculous as a champion of ijj«  co^e 
stick to his clerical last, or let him gaccsif ’ ,;g. 
prayer having already utterly failed o 0 gb®' 
his faith upon shells, shells, and ever „  rnaS‘],.r is3" 
Jekyll we may respect, but for Dr. oo y ¡jotf® 
as Mr. Hyde we have nothing but conte F ’ 
he may amuse us. ____  ^  sJy^.|

Whenever the reign of peace comas „ ¡̂[bed aS tre^i* 
Henley Henson, it will “ bo justly , l  flutist'* „ripti0> ¡f 
of Christianity.” W e have no doubt tha 9j»t® {j
will so describe it, but the accuraoy o eBe0 ¡̂eff

of

A daily
The religious mind moves very slowDy^ tb® j

w

0»*

quite another matter. In view 
Christendom, wo feel that the Doan 
a really good-sized biscuit.

AJJU lOĤ lUUS UUUU IU1JVC3 VOJJ -— util ^ ^
it is significant that in the twelfth mo rjgb 

vocation should bo seeking to detcrrnm ^ ^ cai ■"JW
the Church towards tho conflict.” 
bon-mot that it took the Christian 
to decide whether a man could wors*jj0ti W  
by tho side of his own wife rather ^  
a gentleman he had never been introduc

inly

Cbtff

duty of complete reliance upon the V1D who 
repeatedly promised in the Bible to thos a9ui jJ

U_____________I .;«h t. at
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- at present.
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/^any’ ii ? *he notion of boycotting music "m ad e in 

y :cet en n°t a single German gains anything from it,
: S i i . r helimit-
!*" Pape* vo 6 are pleased to see so much plain speaking in 

j are good enough to send us. It all has a good
.'*StUi 1 ------  • • .................

I . — —aujudJ' J.ur -L'
i  t»a oa) Seas? of humor is a glorious possession, and if
L? 4inga a n tivat0 that, it may help you to hear ---------
■ 311 -  lhttt appear to trouble you over-much at present,

- “toadening people’s outlook on life, and anything which
'at makes ultimately for Freethought. . „.-.¿if

sense of humor is a and ,f
only cultivate that, it may help yo present,

k'nga that appear to trouble you over-much at P ™ 8

a lauSl1 need not m on°tlic contrary,^  vV6»1 interest in serious affairs. O . It ia
« 5  You to grapple with them more effecUvely 

,BQPerficial who think a sense of humor 
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.  . "  e fancy Winwood Reade’s Martyrdom of Man u
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■"issil- ,® 39_books on Africa are

. -e=rucial who think a sense of■
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A ’ ,?fitea<*adin8 ^is annual subscription through the actin 
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be tfrioe °0a^  n°t' something to
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Vv6(&k is truestOf man.
'V  of June
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‘■ " ' Ä C ,  poe‘ ,

have felt 
utterano88 that ever 

We had some rare 
On the 24th of that 

of flowers and chil- 
have never tired of
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W .4. ^  Ifttle after the sight of a Are ft , , 'Ve bad V.« o _n ,« „  fv.„

in some degree to

j i  had no firo then except in the 
w  no call to go, so I may venture 

y Baders had no cause for “  sick-

ening ”  on acoount of my writing on that occasion. 
Since then the weather has been as varied as Francis 
the First of France (I think it was ha) said woman 
was—the wicked m an! I find myself in my weak­
ness very much puzzled by the problem of what to do 
by way of movement and exercise, At first I started 
with carriage drives. Of course, I got the air, but 
the jolting and jumping on Essex roads were too 
much for me. They were too great a strain on my 
returning strength. Then I was recommended to 
try a bath-chair. A bath-chair! A thing I had 
always associated with invalids hanging over the 
grave at Brighton and Hastings. It seemed to me 
that it was getting near Beoond ohildhood and a 
perambulator. I might as well pass up my number 
at once, and sing my Nunc Dimittis, but discretion 
and the doctor’s advice made me hesitate. After 
all, the horse-carriages had half killed m e; perhaps 
the poor bath-ohair might be my salvation. So I 
tried it, and found it a very nice and agreeable form 
of locomotion. The attendant is an old stalwart. 
His herculean baok is worthy of a sturdier genera­
tion, but I have abolished all his hills by going 
round about, and letting him take plenty of rest, 
which I don’t dislike myself. He does not affsot 
lemonade, ginger-beer, or other Lloyd-Georgian 
beverages, but he prefers some more moving drink, 
such as was doubtless indulged in at the historio 
meeting, which is called the “  Last Supper.”  I 
should not be surprised if he is an old soldier. Any­
how, he has lost a son “  at the Front,” and I pity 
him for that. * * ^

When I was a little boy and went to Sunday-school 
as well as day-school, I came across the Old Testa­
ment Apocrypha. It was not printed separately from 
the canonical Old Testament, but was printed with 
them, and there was no intimation that any of them 
were less or more canonical than the rest. As a 
matter of fact, indeed, canonical simply means 
authoritatively selected by the Church, and apocry­
phal means rejected by the Churoh. Now, there 
were some things in the Canonical Scriptures that 
were rather blue, and some as purple as violets 
without their perfume, and I knew them. Trust a 
boy for doing th a t! But imagine our delight when 
a new consignment of Bibles arrived, and were dealt 
out to us youngsters without proper examination. 
We revelled in them, but our delight was brief, for 
the mistake was found out and Old Testaments 
without the Apooryphal books were served out to us 
the next week. You can still buy the Apoorypha 
either by itself or with the Canonical books, but, as I 
do not keep a Christian bookshop, I will say with 
Shylock, “  We will proceed no farther in this 
business.”  * * *

Now, the friend with whom I was talking the 
other day, asked me whether the Apocrypha was- as 
well translated and with as many merits of style as 
the Old Testament, and do we owe it to the same 
translators ? The answer to this question is Yes 
and N o ; but I have not space to enter into details 
here. I will confine myself to the single question. I 
will not fill this part of the paper with quotations, 
but give one passage from the book called the 
Wisdom of Solomon (chap, xviii., verse3 14-16):—

“ For while all things were in quiet silence, and that 
night was in the midst of her swift course, Thine 
Almighty word leaped down from heaven out of thy 
royal throne, as a fierce man of war into the midst of a 
land of destruction, and brought thine unfeigned com­
mandment as a sharp sword, and standing up filled all 
things with death.”

Tbe man who thinks that he or anyone else could 
beat that is—well, to put it politely— mistaken. I 
myself could waste tons of rhetoric upon him, but I 
will leave him to his own literary consoienoe— if he 
has one. For it is not every man who can write, 
nor every man who ean read another’s writing.

* * *
I regret to hear of the death of .Professor Beesly, 

one of the most distinguished of English Positivists.
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He has not been before the public of late years, hot 
he rendered a good deal of service to the working 
classes in the days of their outlawry. I remember 
him at many of Bradlangh’s constitutional meetings, 
where he was not ashamed to be seen and heard. 
This is to me the most conspicuous thing about 
him. In common with Herbert Spencer, Professor 
Tyndall, and a host of other men of light and leading, 
he signed the memorial against my imprisonment for 
“ blasphemy” in 1883. It was a brave act, considering 
the state of English society at that time, and I beg 
to place my laurel-leaf upon his grave, and I rejoice 
that a younger Beesly follows, as may be, in his 
father’s footsteps.

Professor Beesly was present at the funeral of 
George Odger, one of the earliest and most remark­
able working-class leaders, who received an eloquent 
tribute at the graveBide from the Positivist professor. 
George Odger was a personal friend of mine, and 
some day or other I will say more about him. We 
had many a chat together, and I formed a very high 
opinion of his natural abilities. So, by the way, did 
John Stuart Mill, who sent him ten pounds towards 
his election fund in South London—as he also sent 
another ten pounds towards Charles Bradlangh’s 
election fund at Northampton. Three cheers for 
John Stuart M ill! ! !  What man of his eminence 
would dare to do such a thing to-day ?

With regard to my health, which a good many 
people seem interested-in, I may say that it is still 
improving in a general way, but the cold and change­
able weather has not been conducive to the more 
rapid recovery which I was expecting. There seems 
nothing now the matter with me except the dreadful 
feeling of weakness which sometimes comes over 
me. How long it takes for the return of one’s 
strength after these nervous breakdowns ! My step 
is firm ; my mind is clear ; and I certainly intend to 
visit London before General French writes his last 
despatch and the Kaiser has disposed of his last iron 
cross.

G . W. F o o t e .

The Bowman Case.

I AM just back from the Appeal Court, and have but 
time for a word or two on this matter before closing 
the present issue of the paper. The appeal against 
the decision of Mr. Justice Joyce came on for 
hearing to-day (July lb) before the Master of 
the Bolls and Justices Warrington and Piekford. 
The whole of the afternoon had been taken up 
by a speech from Mr. Cave, K .C , M .P , in support 
of the appeal, which remained unfinished at the 
time the court rose. The case will be resumed 
and, I hope, concluded to morrow. It would be unwise 
to say too much when the result is so near, but I feel 
that I may say with confidence that the outlook is 
quite satisfactory. The law is proverbially uncertain, 
but in this case the Memorandum of Association of 
the Secular Society, Limited, is the rook against 
which all opposition seems fated to break itself.

Next week I hope to write on the subjeot at 
greater length. Meantime, as I haven’t yet acquired 
the art of being in two places at once, and the 
convenience in the Law Courts for editing is only of 
a limited character, some letters must await reply 
until next week. C. C o h e n .

Despite the protests of the clergy that the War helps 
religion, there are little rifts within the lute. One of the 
recruiting posters displays a parody of a Bible text, “  It 
is more blessed to go than be pushed.” There’s piety—  
and pushfulness 1

Dr. Gore, Bishop of Oxford, says that Individualism is 
rampant in tho Church, and hd asks his colleagues to repent. 
His lordship will not find many Socialists among the rich 
episcopal followers of the poor Carpenter of Nazareth.

Science and the B ib le .—YU*

(Continued from p. 444.)
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^¿¡al ™erefore all the Assyrian and Babylonian 
;E;tion ,^as merely of a confirmatory nature— no sug- 

ab it was rather of the nature of original
entertained.”

,?*■ Higher Critioism of the Bible 
, ^  ̂this. He proceeds :—

Itoaaic o 88 lb i® now clearly demonstrated that the 
l-o ¡8 i.'S'n of the Pentateuch is no longer tenable, so 
^¡chth , 8hown that the literature of Babylon, of 
% it v  ~  Assyria was but a later edition, has an

of by more than a thousand years,
üe Mosaic a»e.” *

'C fKat!011 bahlets came from the royal library 
pal> ab Nineveh, and were written about 

•'ij : “®iore Christ, by order of the king, and 
•it,, ‘ “s library. These tablets are copies of 
\ e °fr®8 Preserved in Babylonian libraries. This 

^ a^e 8°holars anxious for the time when 
W ^ t h e  explorer should bring to light these 

records­
ets 3b

Plicaf ___ —  ««  *«• —
6it a i  ana additional fragments from the libraries 

i»Q **°*sitmn --------  jrt.-t '

-PHoaieUsCSlra *3a3 been met, and we have now both 
oth B an.r̂ additional fragments from the libraries 

Niois 8rtilPPa and Sippara (Sepharvaim), as well as 
of older legend from the ancient priest-

Î 8 6t0rv ! " 1
;:e ïOcisni.0£ recovery and decipherment of 

'é^ lsof ^?°°rd8 is one of the most dramatic in 
J 1 ai ory- There they lay, unknown and 

'hMfell’ , a“ ed for millenniums, while empires 
■ exPlor ° °9 *aat re8nrreobe<ï by the spade 
;%a .bo eoofront the record of Genesis, 

:: Ja Jewish 1J?abea,d of it being delivered to Moses 
> S 3>th- as faIsely claimed by Jews and 
!■ ¿ ‘,83 a,hnni.o^ r0a\ly originated in those Babylonian

!V UChrirtiansUhave -out the vileneas of which Chrisua
j'tatoaQ,?ong and so eloquently. ,. 0g the

the truth and mspiration^ot^^ 
bbe origin of the wor for allbe regarded as definitely settled tor . ;;\g pe°Ple; ana —  <- - ' *'O^QrChn ,an  ̂n°b only for the educated and 

S ghW in„ Bradlaugh and Mr. G. W. Foote 
. “ hee ooq “|S great audienoes of working men 

ge8 hiR • ' present writer gratefully
i . p i 8 finest ^^^tedness for enlightenment to 
.;'ii! 8veu yn a<rvooates any cause ever produced. 
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’X >  » en. The First of Empires (1903), pp. 

Weni The Bible and the Monuments (1895),

According to Mr. Gladstone’s interpretation of 
Genesis,—

“ There is a grand fourfold division, set forth in an 
orderly succession of times as follows : On tho fifth day,

1. The water-population;
2. The air-population; 

and, on the sixth day,
3. The land-population of animals ;
4. The land-population consummated by man.

Now, this same fourfold order is understood to have 
been so affirmed in our time by natural science, that it 
may be taken as a demonstrated conclusion and estab­
lished fact.”

“  Understood ?”  asked Huxley. “  By whom ?”  For, 
he declares,—

“ If I  know anything at all about the results attained 
by the natural science of onr time, it is 1 a demon­
strated conclusion and established fact ’ that the 1 four­
fold order ’ given by Mr. Gladstone is not that in which 
the evidence at our disposal tends to show that the 
water, air, and land-populations of the globe have made 
their appearance.”

And as for the names of Cuvier, Sir John Herschel, 
and Dr. Whewell—the authorities oited by Mr. 
Gladstone to support his case— Huxley quietly re­
marks that the only relevant authority was Cuvier, 
but that he had been dead half a century, and that 
since his death “ new worlds of anoient life have 
been discovered,”  and that those who had most faith­
fully carried on his work have done the most to 
overthrow the grounds for his belief in tradition; 
and he further remarks that if Mr. Gladstone’s latest 
information is derived from Cuvier, “  I can under­
stand the position he has taken u p ; if he has ever 
opened a respectable modern manual of palaeontology, 
or geology, I cannot. For the facts which demolish 
his whole argument are of the commonest notoriety.”  
Professor Huxley goes on to show that no such 
“ fourfold division ”  and “ orderly succession” exist, 
and all the evidence we possess goes to prove that 
the population of the water, air, and land did not 
follow each other in the order given by Mr. Gladstone.

After minutely comparing Mr. Gladstone’s inter­
pretation of Genesis with the geological faots, Pro­
fessor Huxley concludes that “  Mr. Gladstone has 
been utterly misled in supposing that his interpreta­
tion of Genesis receives any support from natural 
science.”  But, he observes,—

“ There must be some position from which the recon­
cilers of science and Genesis will not retreat, some 
central idea the maintenance of which is vital and its 
refutation fatal. Even if they now allow that the words 
‘ the evening and the morning ’ have not the least refer­
ence to a natural day, but mean a period of any number 
of millions of years that may be necessary; even if 
they are driven to admit that the word 1 creation,’ which 
so many millions of pious Jews and Christians have 
held, and still hold, to mean a sudden act of the Deity, 
signifies a process of gradual evolution of one species 
from another, extending through immeasurable tim e ; 
even if they are willing to grant that the asserted coin­
cidence of tho order of Nature with the 1 fourfold 
order ’ ascribed to Genesis is an obvious error instead 
of an established truth; they are surely prepared to 
make a last stand upon the conception which underlies 
the whole, and which constitutes the essence of Mr. 
Gladstone’s 1 fourfold division, set forth in an orderly 
succession of times.’ It is, that the animal species 
which compose the water-population, the air-population, 
and the land population respectively, originated during 
three distinct and successive periods of time, and only 
during those periods of time.

“ This statement appears to me to be the interpreta­
tion of Genesis which Mr. Gladstone supports, reduced 
to its simplest expression. 1 Period of time ’ is substi­
tuted for ‘ day ’ ; ‘ originated ’ is substituted for ‘ created ’ ; 
and 1 any order required ’ for that adopted by Mr. Glad­
stone. It is necessary to make this proviso, for if 
1 day ’ may mean a few million years, and 1 creation ’ 
may mean evolution, then it is obvious that the order 
(1) water-population, (2) air-population, (3) land-popu­
lation, may also mean (1) water-population, (2) land- 
population, (3) air-population ; and it would be unkind 
to bind down reconcilers to this detail when one has 
parted with so many others to oblige them.

“ But even this sublimated essence of the penta- 
teuchal doctrine (if it be such) remains as discordant 
with natural science as ever. It is not true that the
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species composing any one of the three populations 
originated during any one of three successive periods of 
time, and not at any other of these.”

Far from the geological evidence proving that 
there were four distinct periods of creation, or evo­
lution, in which the water, air, and land-population 
appeared in succession, says Huxley, “  all the evidence 
we possess goes to prove that they did not.”  The 
fossil remains of plant and animal life embedded in 
the strata of the earth prove that there has been a 
mixing of sea, land, and air-population, which flatly 
contradicts the “  fourfold division.” “  Hundreds of 
thousands of animal species,’’ says Huxley, “  have 
come into existence and died out again throughout 
the mons of geological time,” and—

“ If the species of animals have all been separately 
created, then it follows that hundreds of thousands of 
acts of creative energy have occurred, at intervals, 
throughout the whole time recorded by the fossiliferous 
rocks; and, during the greater part of that time, the 
‘ creation ’ of the members of the water, land, and air- 
populations must have gone on contemporaneously.” *

(To be concluded.) W. Mann.

The Fourth Gospel.

Nathanael.
The amount and character of the evidence whioh 
was deemed necessary to effect the conversion of an 
ordinary man in the time of John the Presbyter are 
exemplified in the first chapter of that presbyter’s 
Gospel. According to that veracious aeoount, John 
the Baptist pointed to Jesus, who was passing, and 
said “  Behold the Lamb of God.”  Hearing this, one 
of the Baptist’s disciples named Andrew, with 
another disciple unnamed, followed the person 
pointed cut, and after staying with him that day, 
became a believer. This Andrew then went and 
fonnd his brother Simon, and said to him “  We have 
found the Messiah,”  and brought him to Jesus. The 
new Savior looked at the brother and said “  Thou art 
Simon the son of Joanes: thou shalt be called Peter ” 
— whereupon the second brother became a believer. 
On the day following, Jesus “  findeth Philip, and 
saith unto him, Follow me ” — and Philip became a 
believer. This third disciple went and found 
Nathanael, “  and saith unto him, We have found him 
of whom Moses and the prophets did write, Jeeus 
from Nazareth.”  At first Nathanael was somewhat 
incredulous, so Philip invited him to “  Come and 
see.”  The narrative then goes on :—

“ Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and saith of 
him, Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile I 
Nathanael saith unto him, Whence knowest thou me ? 
Jesus said unto him, Before Philip called thee, when 
thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee. Nathanael 
answered, Rabbi, thou art the Son of G o d ; thou art 
the king of Israel. Jesus said unto him, Because I said 
unto thee, I  saw thee under the fig tree, believest thou ?
thou shalt see greater things than these........ Verily,
verily, I say unto you, Ye shall sea the heaven opened, 
and the angels of God ascending and descending upon 
the Son of man ” (John i. 43— 51).

This is a new and original story, piously concocted 
by the pseudo John himself—and it is a very silly 
one. Apparently, Nathanael as he drew near, heard 
Jesus say that he was “  an Israelite indeed, in whom 
is no guile,” and, accepting the statement a3 the 
simple truth, ho asked “  Wbenoe knowest thou me ?” 
To this question— how Jesus knew Nathanael’s guile­
less disposition—that Savior replied that he had seen 
him, some time previously, under a fig tree— an 
answer whioh is no explanation whatever. Astonished 
at this display of unwisdom, the guileless one ex­
claimed “  Rabbi, thou art the Son of God,” eto., to 
whioh Jesus responded that Nathanael should Bee 
even greater evidence of his divine nature than that. 
But the added statement about “ angels ascending 
and descending upon the Son of man ”  was untrue, 
as well as supremely ridioulous. Neither Nathanael,

* Huxley, Science and Hebrew Tradition, pp. 156-7.

nor any other person, ever saw that woud0 . ¡0;; 
though it was believed by the early Cnsi 
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one is represented as present with the other ?- —• ’  «■! 2). . Ijj,disef.
one is reprssenueu as presenu 
after the alleged Resurrection (Johni_*x̂ nr

Having thus given his pseudo-Jesus 
. ______i. t-_______ «•n-n to W*1O CU ' ~ -----— -

the writer next transports the five to 
we find them in the next chapter.
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’■'.it 0j days before his arrest and trial. The 
'■5̂  itttlS ^ourtb Gospel, however, evidently 

; jt6 Won̂ _ look better at the beginning, and 
'iis0tQ ®C00rdingly. He has also attempted to 

bj e llBprovemenfc in the narrative, as may be 
Pai?rng tbs older story with the psendo- 
ver8ioaof i i :_

HI 1.15.— » And Jesus entered into the temple, 
*6“! ¡n t] cast ou“ them that sold and them that 

5eat,  , ‘bo temple, and overthrew the tables of the 
^es,” an8ers> and the seats of them that sold the

HciJ°hn il- 14- 16,-* that----- ^u‘—  ^ c<4 Jesns found in the temple'
\aen ,H0'|1 oxen and sheep and doves, and the 
H , at!(, •! n oney sitting : and he made a scourge o f  

ô en, cas*i all out of the temple, both the sheep and 
;,hthteb ?,n . he poured out the changers’ money, and 
H  r-7 ,ieir tables; and to them that sold doves, lie 

5l{ ̂  «iese things lienee."

? ̂ ativVv ^abos indicate the addition made to 
“'ibed ^  the nsnedo-John. The traffic here

^  \ S
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- .but in the outer court where offerings
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of necessary. Yet, as a simple
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fac, thoaght
ki0,oaliej  ere can be no doubt whatever that 
v^d, j .  Purging of the temple ”  never really 
y  that au!,-Writer original account did not
T'ŝ Hiea Kln® b̂e wbole period in which Judea 
:J   ̂m  y a Roman procurator (a ,d , 10—66) a 

bein„9r+i  was stationed in Jerusalem, their 
>;'e;ako th Tower of Antonia, close to the 

py. , the three principal feasts, when 
■ v.,J e rac„, 68 from all parts of the country 
>.' 0nfL *om. the soldiers were armed and"'if tbs , '  ------ - u w ,u ,otD  n c i o  (V. U.CU CULXIA

bsiltCa ' n ‘lifforcnt parts of the city— 
V  Put <}c^  near ^be entrance to the temple—
■r. r"‘°n. A a '

t 3ucb koing the case, if any 
V^be, hn what Jesus is here said to’ WnnIJ i__ . . .

any disturbance or even any kind 
oase, if any

>>t■ ■-!i as Bn on have been put to death upon 
H k6 of cqjsaSlbator or a revolutionary: his 
\  P̂oti thia .Woub* also evidence against

‘N t,
pomt there can be no doubt what-

th Cer of i-v. ~
■ ft Pbrei,,110 ^ourth Gospel no doubt believed 

he vJ* ^be tem ple”  was an historical 
® fi”- ■ ew- at the same time, that this

as that nothing more was known
httii ^ever 9 narrated in the primitive Gospel. 

•̂ 8̂  > be thoug^\e nam6 °f bue apostle John—
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Mo;;18 day 'n ° j ln names of apostles-

'«8 feu-ft*-, have known many details un- 
■■ 5>ot̂  'nk of “ i“ Self ati liberty to add anything 
V  W tbs o - p k  might redound to the praise 
$ A l argG anatian Savior. We know that 
.1 fn„ n? mbar of apocryphal writings-
t- âir. 8 s,,^. Sed in names Qf a n o stles— i

ancl that they were all fabricated 
ib ¿¡¡aa‘ was in this spirit that the 

X ^ l g i o n  -"eal fresh converts to the

s N e
Pmusly excogitated the following 

thou^Uato desus> W hat sign showost thou,3 , ^ 5^  '  v « 0 n  ^ ^ Q U O , T i l l t i U O l g U  D U U H U D «  I U U U ,

the ° 88t these things. Jesus answered 
* **&'- ’ * tuis0 j?3’ ^ eatroy this temple, and in three 

tem iUf.‘ The Jews said, Forty and six 
-  -Ple m building, and wilt thou raise it

‘t th> ^is
% (It® days? r, ---------e . ..... ..........- ................
T 6 ba ii’ __2 i ^  be sPak0 ° f  the temple of his

' Vl  ̂ to* *be l°w cunning and under-
^Qtk r-;ot3r b̂e Fourth Gospel. Jesus 

r 6»! . tue — iraole to show his
f the temple. In- 

^  8aya that if the temple be 
p  W  Hr Tk‘ andertake to build it up again 

Om ?Uy. D̂ Ws> quite naturally, took his

f i

v 1
ftrr *Uly 4 1 UL0  nauurany, iuun rms

\ltbsî keb’ ^hd showed by their reply that

■ v  -  ...............................................................
is rn silly assertion, In this

^3 herre a mere quibble: the
^titer ^ I te re d  an unmitigated false- 

°f the story appears to have

thought that he had absolved his Savior by saying 
“  But he spake of the temple of his body.”  He 
has n o t: for his imaginary Jesus did not tell the 
Jaws that he was not speaking of the temple, and 
he went away without giving any explanation. No 
straight-forward man, who had any regard for the 
truth, could have acted in this manner. The incident 
does not, of course, reflect on the Jesus of the 
Synoptics; it merely shows the shifty character of 
the writer of the Fourth Gospel. The idea of the 
human body being a “ tem ple” was taken from one 
of the Epistles of Paul, which were all well known in 
the time of the pseudo-John. ABRACADABRA.

Correspondence.

BUCH ANAN.
TO THE EDITOR OF “  THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir,— In your issue dated June 27, Mr. M. Sanders 
inquired in which poem of Buchanan the lines quoted by 
Mr. Mangasarian in his article, “ The Wooden God,” ap­
peared. So I  transcribe, for his information, the source of 
the “ wonderful lines.”

Songs of E mpire.
Carmen Deific.

V.
If I were a God like you, and you were a man like me,
If from a throne omnipotent, I ruled all things that be,
Tidings of light and love I ’d send as far as thought could fly,
And one great hymn of happiness should sound from sky to sky—  
And on your brow my gentle hand should shed the saving dew,
If you were a man like me, and I were a God like you!

If I were a God like you, and you were a man like me,
And in the dark you prayed and wept, and I could hear and see, 
The sorrow of your broken heart would darken all my day,
And never peace or pride were mine, till it was smiled away—
I ’d clear my Heaven above your head till all was bright and blue, 
If you were a man like me, and I were a God like you!

If I were a God like you, and you were a man like me, [knee ; 
Small need for those my might had made to bend the suppliant 
I ’d light no lamp in yonder Heaven to fade and disappear,
I ’d break no promise to the Soul, yet keep it to the ear !
High as my heart I ’d lift my child till all his dreams came true ; 
If you were a man like me, and I were a God like you !

___________________________________E. B.

“ T H E  A N G E LIC  G U A R D .”
TO THE EDITOR OF “  THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir,— I am surprised that Mr. Cohen should be incredulous 
concerning the angels who assisted our troops in Belgium, 
since there is material evidence which, properly interpreted, 
conclusively proves the truth of the story.

I  allude to the so-called Russian soldiers who were seen 
by many passing through thia country en route to the Front. 
These were really the angels referred to.

Mr. Cohen may ask, “ But why were they not flying ?”
In reply, I  would refer him to the well-attested fact that 

a quantity of snow was shovelled out of the carriages in 
which these angels travelled. Now, what appeared to the 
unobservant to be snow, was in reality feathers. The angels 
were moulting ; hence their mode of travel.

If Mr. Cohen does not acccept this perfectly rational 
explanation, so much the worse for him hereafter.

W m, Skeate.

A  soldier’s letter published in the Star says, pathetically, 
that the Germans “ have lo3t their souls, but the religious 
nations like tho Allies will overthrow this monster of 
Materialism.” It would take a Bench of Bishops to decide 
if monsters have souls.

Horo is a good war story, although it relatos to the South 
African campaign. When tho nation was expecting peaco 
to be proclaimed, someone wired to Lord Kitchener’s 
military secretary, “ May we sing hymn 537 on Sunday ? "  
referring to the hymn, “ Peaco, perfect peace.” The reply 
came, “ Better sing 26 9 ," which is “ Christians, seek not yet 
repose.” _ _ _

A Ramsgate lifeboatman, who died recently, received a 
gold medal some years ago for rescue work in a storm 
lasting twenty-six hours. If poor old Captain Noah, who 
navigated the Ark, had been alive, he would have deserved 
a necklace of gold medals.
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S U N D A Y  LECTU R E  NOTICES, Etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday 
and be marked “  Lecture Notice ” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
Outdoor.

B ethnal Green B ranch N. S. 8 . (Victoria Park, near the 
Bandstand): 3.15 and 6.15, Lectures.

Camberwell B ranch N. S. 8 . (Brockwell Park) : 6, S. Hooper, 
a Lecture.

K ingsland Branch N. 8 . 8. (corner of Kidley-road): 7.30, 
E. Burke, “ The Real Nietzsche.”

N orth L ondon Branch N. 8. 8 . (Finsbury Park) : 11.15, W . 
Davidson, a Lecture. Parliament Hill: 3.15, L. B. Gallagher, a 
Lecture. Begent’s Park : 3.15, W . Davidson, a Lecture.

W est H am Branch N . 8. 8 . (outside Maryland Point Station, 
Stratford, E . ) : 7, Miss Rough, a Lecture.

L A TE ST N. 8 . 8 . BAD G E.— A single Pansy 
flower, Bize as shown ; artistic and neat design 
in enamel and silver; permanent in color; has 
been the means of making many pleasant 
introductions. Brooch, Stud fastening, or 
Scarf-pin, post free in Great Britain, 9d. each. 
Exceptional value. Only limited number in 
stock.— From Miss E . M. Vance, General 

Secretary, N. S. 8 ., 62 Farringdon-street, London, E .C . 
N .B.— Note compulsory slight advance in prices.

PROPAGANDIST L E A F L E T S. New Issue. 1. Christianity a 
Stupendous Failure, J. T . Lloyd; 2. Bible and Teetotalism, J. M. 
Wheeler; 3. Principles of Secularism, C. Watts ; 4. Where Are 
Your Hospitals ! R . Ingersoll. 5. Because the Bible Tells Me 
So, W . P. B all; 6. Why Be Good! by G. W . Foote. The 
Parson's Creed. Often the means of arresting attention and 
making new members. Price 6d. per hundred, post free 7d. 
Special rates for larger quantities. Samples on receipt of 
stamped addressed envelope.— Miss E , M. V ance, N . S. S. 
Secretary, 62 Farringdon-street, London, E.O.

America’s Freethought Nows 

T H E  T R U T  H S E E ? ® * '

CHARLES
TH E LATE

BRADLAUGH, M.P,
A  Statuette Rust,

Modelled by Burvill in 1881. An excellent likeness of the great 
Freethinker. Highly approved of by his daughter and intimate 

colleagues. Size, 6J ins. by 8| ins. by 4J ins.
Plaster (Ivory Finish) ... ... 3/-

Extra by post (British Isles): One Bust, 1/ - ;  two, 1/6.

FOUNDED B Y D. M. BENNETT, .
CONTINUED BY E . M. MACDONALD, « °  p ?

E ditor!*1 C°sI!S
3.0®

G. E . MACDONALD  
L. E . W ASHBURN

Subscription R ates 
Single subscription in advance —• 
Two new subscribers . . .  ~
One subscription two years in advanoe

—  j.O®

tPuao OUUBOI'iiuuu «wu jmib 111 BU.U.V. m
Ao all foreign countries, except Mexioo, 50 oenta per ̂  ¡»¡¡' 
Subscriptions for any length of time under a year,

25 oents par month, may be begun at any *! . -  nf 
ers everywhere are invited to send lot >iecFreethinkers everywhere

which are free.
TH E TRU TH  SE EK ER  COMPANY, „  . .  .,

Publishers, Dealers in Freethoughl¡Boo- ^  t- 
62 Vises Strut, N*"

Determinism or F re©
By c. COHEN.

Issued by the Secular Sooiet‘J¡ Ltd-

A clear and able exposition of the 
the only adequate light—the light of e

3iiW .
yol®1t¡0|V

The Pioneer Press 61 Farringdon-street, London, E .C . ; or, 
Miss E . M. Vance, Secretary, N. S. S.

All Profits to be devoted to the N. S. S. Benevolent Fund.

CONTENTS.

The Question Stated.— II. “  Freedom 
msciousness, Deliberation, and Choio.- 

— «sequences of Determinism,— V. Professor 
Dilemma of Determinism.”— VI. The Nature 
of Responsibility.— V II. Determinism and Cbar^^j.

and “ ^  j í f
- i ? .

&

Problem in Determlnism.- -IX . Envir°DlB

P R I C E  O N E  S H I L L I N G
(Postage ad.)

T he Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon

T H E  S E C U L A R
(LIMITED)

S O C I E T Y

Company Limited by Guarantee,
Registered Office— 62 FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.C. 

Chairman of Board of Directors—!&.*, Q. W. FOOTE,
Secretary—Miss B. M. VANCE.

T his Society was ormed in 1898 to afford legal security to the 
acquisition and application of fnnds for Secular purposes.

The Memorandum of Association sets forth that the Society’s 
Objects are:— To promote the principle that human conduct 
should be based upon natural knowledge, and not upon super­
natural belief, and that human welfare in this world is the proper 
end of all thought and aotion. To promote freedom of inquiry. 
To promote universal Secular Education. To promote the com­
plete secularisation of the State, sto., etc. And to do all such 
lawful things as are conducive to such objects. Also to have, 
hold, receive, and retain any sums of money paid, given, devised, 
or bequeathed by any person, and to employ the Bamo for any of 
the purposes of the Society.

The liability of members is limited to £1 , in oaeo the Sooiety 
should ever be wound up and the assets were insufficient to oover 
liabilities— a most unlikely contingency.

Members pay an entranoe fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent 
yearly subscription of five shillings.

The Society has a considerable^umber of members, but a much 
larger number is desirable, and it is hoped that some will be 
gained amongst those who read this announcement. All who join 
it participate in the control of its business and the trusteeship of 
its resources. It is expressly provided in the Articles of Associa­
tion that no member, as suoh, shall derive any sort of profit from 
the Sooiety, either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in 
any way whatever.

The Society's affairs are managed by an elected Board of 
Directors, consisting of not lesB than five and not more than 
twelve members, one-third of whem retire (by ballot) eaoh yosr,

_______ p j f y
. (Jennie

but are capable of ro-eleotion. An A n n u t b ®  
members muBt be held in London, to 
new Directors, and transact any other J-- , ,  p*- «  - v 

Being a duly registered body, the, „ b < 4  * *
can receive donations and bequests #t0 >n -avCr. -
Those who are in a position to do goCiebv d.¡iff11-.' 
donations, or to insert a bequest in the BijgbteBVbe Z,'/, 
wills. On this point there need not be ‘ i.qoes*0,
It is quite impossible to set aside such . A j,#  °r°bee9 
have no option but to pay them over ^ ^
adm inistration. No objection of say Bwjjjob * 
connection w ith an y of the wills by . b9
already been benefited. ilarpef

The Booiety’ s solicitors are M essrs. ^*AAO gUw
Rooa-lB.no, FenZhlTl*...........—A. f  1 r°h-3ireot, London, ,,,i-

i f f i s / l i s r .  -  •
“  f r e e * “ m  L egacy r f0^ "  Society
‘ two a e a b e r fn f^ r ^ ’ and 1 dil‘ thereof ah->ll i Hoard of the sum _
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I direct f  ̂
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X. SECULAR SOCIETY.
President: Q. W. FOOTE.

^ • Miss E. M. V anob, 62 Farringdon-st., London, B.C.

i.Usis Pplaclplea asid O b je c is .
y j eaches that condnct should be base on reason 
■iiiejjj„ ,̂ .e' R  knows nothing oi divine guidance or 

 ̂ ® * t  excludes supernatural hopes and fears; it 
'•*1 W e  11838 as man’s proper aim, and utility as his 
iW i

Which l̂ tmS Pr0oreBS *s only possible through 

te®ove
lon> end speech.

'"‘‘iiWh* V. ---* «—a.« AjLWgi.ooo ia uuijf ¿tuoaiuia uutuiigLi
/kin' *c“  ia at once a right and a du ty ; and therefore 

„„n°Ve every barrier to the fullest equal freedom ofequal i

4 h ftS ?  ^6clares that theology is condemned by reason 
^*ita tv,aB| and by experience as mischievous, and 
^ 5lat-s “fr° kistorio enemy of Progress. 
h i J 8m accordingly seeks to dispel superstition : to 
Nitj. i°atiioni to disestablish religion; to rationalise 
^ • « p r o m o t e  peace; to dignify labor; to extend 
'■ People eU'being ’ and to realise the self-government of

h, „ . Sembcrshlp.
'■’»¡to j °a ‘3 eligible as a member on signing the 
. ' f e o  Mati0a :~

J  t,0 join the National Secular Sooiety, and I 
^ » g i U ¡.»Î? admitted as a member, to co-operate in®ag ita ofrjeots.

■**•*..

n «...Utl*i ........ —~................... ...............................
*•«»•_• &ciy o/ 1*?0 ••-••••

“s'® ®nhal>̂f,i“-Ca sfr°nid be transmitted to the Secretary 'jvj u“ctlPtion.
¡g ^pi'nimum of Two Shillings per year, every 

’ tieaun. , to fix his own subscription according to 
8aad interest in the cause

W ^ d l a t e  Practical Objects.
V* Sociot' :°1'1 °* Requests to Secnlar or other Free- 

opin̂ 8’ f°r tfre maintenance and propagation of 
v “t>U8 10118 on matters of religion, on the same 
îk!B&tiona, y to Christian or Theistio churches 

b̂olitii
or

blasphemy Laws, in order that 
ihBl °f finB 0arivassed as freely as other subjects, with-

C ^ a h h U mprisonment-V ?? in gn„; nment and Disendowment of the State 
f ici^tilitioAScotland, and Wales.

or qi- a 1 Religions Teaching and Bible Reading 
Op Ue* odnoational establishments supported

..fla ¿,4a<l voni.all.6nd°wed educational institutions to tho
alike’,'Mij v for fcu 1 laws interfering with the froe use 

o* q,*̂ 089 culture and recreation ; and the 
’! !̂ota'*0t*cs. ia °̂ Bnd Municipal Museums, Libraries;

* v!ki]iCa ior hri*? Carriage LawB, especially to secure 
A J J i  of diVQj and and wife, and a reasonable liberty

|,\{?Sfrts ,oi the legal status of men and 
a ôctig ’  ̂ “6 independent of sexual distil

i women, 
distinctions.

so
t ff.v "p Q r, ' ~ ' * v i ' o u u o J U f c  u t  d o a u u i  i u e j v >u u « < u u o ,

f t̂irn i66d of ti, °fr'ldron from all formB of violenoe, and 
l’* 1Hbni-110*. °se wfr° would make a profit out of their 
C S  'tion o ,. . . ,

J 8pjt:t 1 hereditary distinctions and privileges, 
V 5 W . aatagoniotio to justioe and human

S S i S C f  ^  ioat and wise means of the con- 
*** Citioa* t,h° masses of the people, especially 

vS«1 *hcl ju’ 1 where insanitary and inoommodious 
V 6t(Q di8ea Want of open spaces, oanse physical 
:V 'Jrit 01̂¡°n of!i',aod tfre deterioration of family life.
^  ̂ ,S! jHoral r'"ht and duty of Labor to organise

W.Í Ptotp^ ec°oomical advancement, and of its 
¡y »  Ç'tbtion in such combinations
.'t vi *i
lv̂.v r ttlfi Of M uuuiu.uc»yiwuo.

Wn tQattQpy,tJ°.,dea oi Reform for that of Punish- 
of b- \ °! criminals, so that gaols may no 

A  30 %HiCr l .aIiaation, or even of mere detention, 
i lntelleotnal, and moral elevation for 

¿ V >  of tS^ith  anti-social tondenoies.
\  f 10101 l»w to animals, so ns to Booure

4ti ..lob of p and legal protection against cruelty. 
'  Whi *hon . eaco fretwoon nations, and tho substi- 

D' eS. ‘ 0l War in the settlement of inter-

FREETHOUGHT PUBLICATIONS.

L i b e r t y  a n d  N e c e s s i t y . A a  a rgu m en t a gain st  
Free Will and in favor of Moral Causation. By David 
Hume. 32 pages, price 2d., postage Id.

T h e  M o r t a l i t y  o f  t h e  S o u l . By David H u m e . 
With au Introduction by Gh W . Foote. 16 pages, price Id., 
postage |d.

A n  E s s a y  o n  S u i c i d e . By David Hume. With 
an Historical and Critical Introduction by G. W. Foote, 
price Id ., postage Id.

F r o m  C h r i s t i a n  P u l p i t  t o  Se c u l a r  P l a t f o r m .
By J. T . Lloyd. A History of his Mental Development. 
60 pages, price Id., postage Id.

T h e  M a r t y r d o m  o f  H y p a t i a . By M. M. Manga- 
sarian (Chicago). 16 pages, prioe Id., postage Jd.

T h e  W i s d o m  o f  t h e  A n c i e n t s . By Lord Baoon. 
A beautiful and suggestive composition. 86 pages, reduced 
from Is. to 3d„ postage Id.

A R e f u t a t i o n  o f  D e i s m . By Peroy Bysshe 
Shelley. With an Introduction by G. W . Foote. 82 pages, 
prioe Id., postage Jd.

L i f e , D e a t h , a n d  I m m o r t a l i t y . B y  P eroy B y ssh e  
Shelley. 16 pages, prioe Id., postage |d.

W h y  A m  I a n  A g n o s t i c  ? By Col. R. G. Ingersoll.
24 pages, prioe Id., postage £d.

B i b l e  S t u d i e s  a n d  P h a l l i c  W o r s h i p . By J. M.
Wheeler. 136 pages, prioe Is. 6d., postage 2d.

U t i l i t a r i a n i s m . By Jeremy Bentham. A n  Impor­
tant Work. 32 pages, price Id., postage id .

T h e  M i s t a k e s  o f  M o s e s . By Col. R. G. Ingersoll.
Only Complete Edition. Beautifully printed on fine 
paper. 136 pages. Reduced to 6d., postage 2£d.

T h e  E s s e n c e  o f  R e l i g i o n . By Ludwig Feuerbaoh.
“  All theology is anthropology.” Büchner said that “ no 
one has demonstrated and explained the purely human 
origin of the idea of God bettor than Ludwig Feuerbaoh.” 
78 pages, prioe 6d, postage Id.

T h e  C o d e  o f  N a t u r e . By Denis Diderot. Power* 
ful and eloquent. 16 pages, prioe Id., postage id .

B i o g r a p h i c a l  D i c t i o n a r y  o f  F r e e t h i n k e r s —
Of All Ages and Nations. By Joseph Mazzini Wheeler, 
355 pages, price (reduced from 7s. 6d.) 3s., postage 4d.

A  P h i l o s o p h i c a l  I n q u i r y  C o n c e r n i n g  H u m a n  
L ibkrty. By Anthony ColliiiB. W ith Preface and Anno­
tations by G. W . Foote and Biographical Introduction by 
J. M. Wheeler. One of the strongest defences of Deter­
minism ever writteu. Cloth, I s . ; paper, 6d., post Id.

D e f e n c e  o f  F r e e t h o u g h t . By Col. R. G. Ingersoll. 
64 pages, price 2d., postage Id.

R o m e  o r  R e a s o n  ? A Reply to Cardinal Manning. 
By Col. R. G. Inge.-.soll. 48 pages, price Id., postage Id.

T h e  G o d s . An Oration by Col. R. G. Ingersoll.
48 pages, price 2d., postage Id.

D o  I B l a s p h e m e  ? An Oration by Col. R. G.
Ingorsoll. 32 pages, price Id ., postage id ,

PAMPHLETS BY C. COHEN.

A n  O u t l i n e  o f  E v o l u t i o n a r y  E t h i c s . Price 6d., 
postage Id,

S o c i a l i s m , A t h e i s m , a n d  C h r i s t i a n i t y . Price Id.,
postage id .

C h r i s t i a n i t y  a n d  S o c i a l  E t h i c s . Price id.,
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