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If it .
r̂ nia ¡■t!l1ccessary> o?Mii one bridge over the river, go 
’•rkrJif ^ere, and throiv one arch at least over the 

/  of ignorance which surrounds its.
— H . D . T h o e e a u .

About the Mons Myth.
Wo5,tv'"'0 Protagonists of the angel guard at Mona 

the R 3V. E. F. Horton and the Vicar 
Saints, Clifton, Bristol. They made them- 

^ • P o iu ib le  for the troth of the story by 
ItQm f  .^at they possessed, or had Bee°> 6 M 
C  °ldlera elating their experiences. When Mr. 
■4 hieaQ exposed the whole thing as a pure invention 

both of these gentlemen might have 
Won °baracters by prodnoing the

their statements were based. Neithe 
ieC Qne 60> and so it is fair to assume that 

J  0an do so. They furnish examples of the 
S k f^ hich statements of this kind are put into 
Hoa • by men who are convinced that any 

18 a good one where religion is concerned, 
J6 fpor are strengthened in this conviction by 

^ a t  the better type of Christians will 
for fear of bringing discredit upon 

S u  ity» and that Freethinkers cannot affect 
soanse they appeal to a too limited audience. 

Welt 8aid in the Evening News, “  I  should not
? u! them miraoles." Neither should I. To\a Cl. if nnf — . - -IQ O  ■ V j  j j  . ------. » . W S . .  Ì . 1 V /1 V U U 1  O U U U 1 U  Jk* X U

¡j. n̂<J that ^ >ur*‘eons» I should use a shorter

> !t"C  ‘
 ̂ prov'fl1 Word is not sufficiently uncommon 

do a suitable subject for a guessing

S f i f e ' — - l  -t the matter, upon -uure personal aspect o mhere remains 3 1 have already said sufficient. b whole
«¿^'Personal aspects without whiohj 
iw  ̂ 0uld he of little or no imp country

Wo . are millions of Christians o£ super
' s * * 8 to believe in the ox spirits
l  dew61Pg8~g°ds. devils, angels, & Wftr ooro.

human beings. Since prayed for
New^blions of these believers ^BBnming this 
S t help and intervention. t *Sj that
H  i® genuine—to be of the k “^what is there 
V & il ■ ne W risk something on «> . ? clearly,

8lothe story of the angelic 8 there, the 
StfJ‘ ?°d is there, the angels a q{ God__are 
k W l '1’1 are the special iftvor thaa some 

'"hat, then, more credibl f o£ the
;( 'S  8?pe.rnatural intervention inlp\e and
>  ¿ V s the kind of thing that simp 

would expect to happen, an 
nS it to expect would happen* expressed
is''1 Shtm8 ĥat even Christians have exp

oi the truth of the story, a ^  ^
Mwi?*8, These proofs the „ Qrther, he 

4 mN  hi?lUaQn> declines to give. tonisbment
C ?W T  surprise that so nmoh as harminK 
V  Wee hQVTn- “ It is,” he says, witn

praying
u y’ ■ precis ] lb 18>” be says, with oharming 

g ahnni/ what we have been praying 
. " A e  r„. Q d take place.”  And with the
S i 'W a  ¡ r ° oy
0 %  » Cavalrv l 6em more strange

***** u °“ ld bo held up by a oompany of
that a regiment of

horses
hopeless

stampeded, and our infantry 
position, than that an angol

with flaming sword should have v -jtood Balaam, or 
that St. Peter should have been dehisced from the hand 
of Herod by the intervention of an angel ? ”

Why, indeed ? The only possible explanation is 
that the people have only a bogus belief in super
natural intervention. If they really believed in it 
they would expect it. Their demand for proof is 
thus symptomatic. It suggests the nature of the 
conditions which gave stories of angelic visitation 
reality. For at no time in human history was there 
any proof of supernatural visitations. It was the 
belief which furnished the proof, not the proof that 
commanded the belief. As Mr. Gillson says, there is 
nothing more remarkable in a band of angels beating 
off the German soldiers than an angel appearing to 
Balaam. The difference is not in the incident, but in 
us. Two thousand years ago—five hundred years ago, 
the story would have seemed to religious ears emin
ently credible. It is incredible to-day precisely be
cause we have realised the nature of the conditions 
that give suoh stories vitality.

Dr. Horton believed that the story of the angelic 
guard was “ eminently credible,”  because “ such phe
nomena are a constant fact in history; we have many 
instances of supernatural beings appearing and ex
erting an influence on human life.”  They are nothing 
of the kind, and we have nothing of the kind. All we 
have is evidence that-people-have believed in these 
appearances and in their influence. And that is a 
vastly different thing. But, then, that statement 
is not in dispute. No one denies that people have 
believed this kind of thing in all ages, and if proof 
be needed, it is there in the person of Dr. Horton 
himself. But the essential question is not the exist
ence of this belief in all ages, but why people held 
that belief. The inquiry is not one of evidence, it is 
one of history and psychology.

And, quite naturally, Dr. Horton puts the cart 
before the horse. He takes as evidence for the 
truth of Mr. Machen’s invention a fact which con
tains, substantially, its disproof. The appearanoe 
of angels at Mons in 1915 is to be accepted as 
genuine because the same thing is said to have 
ocourred in earlier ages. Bnt in matters of this 
kind, we do not judge the present by the past; 
we judge the past by the present. The beliefs of 
the past are tested by the knowledge of the present. 
Thus, it is a faot that people believed in demoniacal 
possession. If Dr. Horton will consult his New 
Testament he will find that Jesus Christ believed 
in it. And all the facts upon whj \  that belief 
is based are with us to-day. The N Testament 
description of the behavior of p. who were
“ possessed,”  fits exactly the state t certain people 
now. And with what result? W e V i'n o t  say that 
these people we know are possessed, neither do we 
deny that the New Testament characters may have 
foamed at the mouth or fallen unconsoious to the 
earth. All we do is to frame an explanation that 
will cover both the anoient and modern cases, with 
the result that the Devil disappears, and a simple case 
of mental derangement is there in its place.

Thus the question of whether the angelio appear
ance at Mons is true or not is not a matter of 
evidence at all. It does not turn upon whether the 
testimony of oertain officers is reliable or not (as a 
matter of faot, we know that this particular evidence 
was manufactured by Dr. Horton and others—or
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others), it is solely a matter of understanding tho 
mental conditions that give rise to a genuine belief 
in the miraculous. And the type of mind that lends 
easy credence to the supernatural is, unfortunately, 
not yet extinct. It is less powerful and less promi
nent than it was, but it is still with us, disguised 
though it may be in a more elaborate terminology 
and a more civilised dress. That is at least one of 
the lessons that the circulation of such a ridiculous 
story carries. And if a visitor from another planet 
were to pay us a visit, he might well wonder by what 
right people who could believe such a story called 
themselves civilised. Educated they maybe ; civilised 
they certainly are not. Their outlook on life is still 
that of the primitive savage ; for between the savage 
praying to his tribal god for help and seeing the 
activity of tribal ghosts in the affairs of life, and the 
twentieth century parson affirming the reality of 
hosts of aDgels between a retreating army and its 
pursuers, the difference is substantially nil.

In the next place, the story provides a useful 
lesson in the growth of religious legends. Let us 
bear in mind that this story appears in an age that 
prides itself upon its education. It is an age in 
which natural science has made enormous develop
ments, when nearly everyone is able to read and 
w rite; an era of cheap books and newspapers, when 
apparently every possible check exists to the growth 
of myth and legend. And if, under such conditions, 
it is still possible to invent and circulate a3 true this 
fantastic tomfoolery, how muoh easier must it have 
been to manufacture and circulate stories of the 
miraculous at a time when newspapers were un
known, education the privilege of the few, and the 
whole social atmosphere saturated with super
naturalism ? In the light of this story, what cause 
is there for wonder at belief in the miracles of the 
Old and New Testament ? The wonder is not that 
these things were believed; the wonder is rather 
that people were brought to the point of disbelieving 
them. It i3 not the stupidity, but the intelligence, 
of man, that provides oause for wonder.

Finally, there is the strong light thrown upon the 
ethics of the Christian pulpit by this story. One 
can well understand people of a deeply religious 
mind, and under the stress of great excitement, 
imagining they saw supernatural beings interposing 
between themselves and their enemies. One can 
further understand a number of people believing that 
it occurred. There is nothing here but mere cre
dulity and an overwrought imagination. But what 
are wo to say of two men like Dr. Horton and the 
Vicar of All Saints, who not only repeat the story, 
but profess that it is supported by such evidence that 
its truth is placed beyond doubt, and that they have 
actually seen the letters describing the appearance 
of the angels ? One might even have believed 
that these letters were actually in existence but for 
Mr. Maohen’s timely confession that he invented the 
whole story. He actually told this to Dr. Horton 
himself. Dr. Horton did not question his author
ship ; he did not say he was sorry at having misled 
tho publio. All he said was that such things had 
occurred before— and I agree with him. It is not 
the first time in Christian history that stories have 
been concocted in order to support Christian teach
ings. It is not the first time that Christian clergy
men have deliberately manufactured “  proofs ”  of the 
stories so conoocted. Neither is it the first time that 
they have faced exposure with a brazen effrontery 
perfected by long practice.

I have dealt at great length—it may be at too 
groat length— with this legend at Mons beoause I 
feel sure that we have not heard the last of it. It 
is too good a tit-bit for the clergy to easily let go. 
All the authoritative denials have not prevented the 
clergy circulating the story of Queen Victoria declar
ing the Bible to be the source of England’s great
ness. All the ample disproofs offered have never 
prevented them circulating the lies about the last 
hours of Paine, and Voltaire, and Bradlaugh, and 
other great Freethinkers. And the “  angelic guard ” 
of Mons is pretty oertain to turn up again. So it is
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well to have placed upon record the iay» iybi! 
story was invented by a London journalist1 ^
claim has not been contested, and that the 
and testimony in support of the appearance ^ 
to the public by prominent clergymen never 
outside their own imagination. q_ Co3®*'

Baseless Assumptions and the $ ar'

It is well known in the Christian world tbst  ̂
oipal Alexander Whyte, D.D., LL.D., P03S ¡natio»' 
exceedingly vivid and highly original 
As both preaoher and author, it is his ¡¡¿el 
imagination that gives him his pre-emi00® " 
his brethren. His booklet entitled The # gif 
peraments is a literary gem of the first B>g f1;’ 
brilliant and illuminating works on ®a?obtly esp 
grim’s Progress and Grace Abounding are r'S tk- 
mated as among the very best interpretatio $ 
Bedford man of genius. But in whatever 
Dr. Whyte comes before us, it is his g°rge°|jaract*r’ 
nation that makes him snob an outstanding
Sometimes, however, the imagination runs ej0s vf' 
men who are in the habit of throwing the j0fj ( o® 
its shoulders, and commits them to un0I0f th’3.1! 
historical, and misleading conclusions. jefldic.-

found in % bicb:;lamentable instance is to be 
article in the British Weekly for 
entitled “  The Remorse of Jam es: pen
Sermon,”  and comes from the iogea1 rSe , , 
Principal Whyte. In this eloquent die ^  rio > 
reverend gentleman’s imagination l&y
unrestrained b v*n **U °  ......... -  * -
as established j w 7  °  and fcreatiiDg
that the w r it e “ A u  Dr: J P V *  “ “  “  g S *
of tho Go Boll t!  th ep,sfcl°  of James "iif■ p Jesus, and' then pictures hi ij<■ *  thethirty years eating every meal at -^ory 0A  W5
with Jesus Christ, the Son of God; vfOI,a'‘^op ̂  
days of the week in the same carpenter 3 ° 0 
h im ; going up on the Sabbath day to the’ ¡ „ g  J.”
gogue with him ; and once every yearhjm.” ^¡,1 

same passover with 
thirty years’ infeimate ^¡st 

ntered upon his Vn. r0prefl9 
James, so far from being sympathetic, 13

it of tho scornful» ^  ^ 3  (W,

Jerusalem to the 
in spite of that 
ship, when Jesus entered upon

as sitting in the seat m .uu -— -, pi»1* 1
with his other relations in calling h1 “ d; 
iii. 21). According to Dr. Whyte, da l 
best to get this wayward brother of b cOoJ0 d  

---------  ' inistry, and Jhis so-called Messianic Ä
to his proper work, a n d in i  ..¿„a uuV -v» t >
and hostility he patiently persisted ° u go0b 
brother’s crucifixion and resurrection- ((^ rp

A"
ui. w w u u *  u U JL U U llia tV U  u iu u  _ • 1 * 1

the alleged case, the Principal a . ’jjjg 
painful and unpardonable memories 1 ^   ̂ pob
oould James possibly keep a bitter
remorse out of his apostolic style t ¡aati0° '  J f* 

Thus we see that Dr. W hyte’s ima& 0 foA > 
away with him with a vengeance. fflOc‘ 
delineation of James’s career is onti ^  J>r ^  
is highly doubtful whether Jesus n . be ig 
and sisters at all. The Principal ca 0rpl3x0° ri 
of the fact that this is a hopelessly P 
tion upon which scholars of .oC0d s9!; 
variance. Jerome was fully ° °nVnd tb8* 
had neither brothers nor sisters, a 
styled in the Gospels were but ooû  ^ 0 tA L“'
says, “  Eaoh person can form up°u js to® B 
decided conviction of his own, but ^bicJ , 
admit of any positive conclusion * M eh-Cb^‘; 
expect a general acquiescence” ( „ n0u
p. 84). That this is a controversy 0r r gae (1̂
volumes have been written, no tflof0!Lr ct/;
Dr. W hyte’s sermon would even 

had »
James, who beoame an apostle ana "  0viflB piy, 
salem Church, there is absolutely ® 
he wrote the epistle that bears,^flti 
there is much internal evidonce tb 0[ v 
not belong to the apostolioal gr° v
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- o, ^  l’fofoaaor Orollo wisely Biblica :__ says in the Encyclo-

jej)j j1“ ^mcutable condition of the churches which 
»otldr ~ t0°  rnuc 1̂ teaching, the unbridled tongue, 
an lness> deforenco to the rich and scorn of the poor, 
wars ®erness for trade and gain, jealousy and faction, 
i3(t ^  fightings, a,nd the absence of the wisdom that 
Christ' -0ve— *s n°h by any means that of Primitive

¥nion°r B?con> University, holds the same
laying that “ James and Judo wore probably 

,names of the writers of the ‘ general’ 
p, igQ, 0 10 epistles (Making of the New Testament, 
Apoatoj.an̂  characterising the same as “  Pseudo- 
^iDenfc° Epistles.”  Ignoring this oonviotion of 
a':3°tnin ,h . °*ars> Christian divines like himself, and 
‘be tiara*'' abaence of any proof, that James,
'i’tyte d 8 °ro^ber, was the author of the epistle, Dr.

. * nnny he quite wrong, but I never read tho epistle 
”  Jatncs that I do not think that I detect an ever- 
r esent pungent personal remorse in the style of James. 
■■■••As I study James and his apostolic epistle it 

B c°“ es as clear as day to me that, looking back on his 
in vinS and unconverted days in his mother’s house 
tW^areth, James now sees himself to have been at 
“«time full of those hateful and woe-working lusts 
‘ ‘ he mind and of the heart that ho now wntos about 

^ « ¡m e n t a l l y ,  ho autobiographically, and so re-

A * :feading tho whole epistle several times with 
%tn care> wo are totally unable to And the 
Ini ei 88 trace of the autobiographical and remorse- 
?tiEei s° confidently spoken of by the eruoite 
tiM f a1. Indeed, apart from two allusions to ‘ ‘ the 
t| & ,e.80a Christ”  (i. 1 ; ii. 1), there is nothing in it 
,!J ' i inotively Christian oharacter, and Spitta 
‘bey •? “bose allusions as interpolations. Whether 
k5,e N ahoh or not, the rest of the little book might 
S m  Written by a Jewish non-Christian. In 
'»the n Churoh it fared very badly, being omitted 
S o f  TDon of Muratori. Until we arrive at the 
W /^ n e e u s , there is not the remotest Bign of 
^ n; a«oe with it, and it is not certain that even 
1:la ac^hally quotes from it. Tertnllian treats 
Nju er non-existent or spurious, while Eusebius

; m°ng the controvert-,cd hnnka fldmit-.t-.ino tW .
v , r

3 upon his imagination thus

- uug !,n0 controverted books, ar reoog-
^  generally reckoned spurious. J® ..

‘‘tiUfl018 8, genuine New Testament do  ̂unlm0wn 
\  y,, 8 that it was composed by some ^
H ? l8W  to add to its authority by attributing

C *  o! „ p ” me importance in thh, conneo- 
S s j  \̂ at> with the two exceptions al J  . 
CC i Bth8 epistle of James contains no specifically 
tyial aa_PssEageE. ”
^ í ^ e n i s ; It deals only with moral and 

Many of its sayings are wholly_ -------  ---- --
,.̂ a wins‘He’ an<I applicable to all times aaA ̂ ~r*not 

whether of supernatural orig . in[ 
then peaceable, gentle, easy

0* mern„ - - -  — a — ,J"

W 1?1 Dtu.«’ " uemer of supernatural origin or not, 
... ible, gentle, easy to be in-

e ■ ^‘thonj. ? er°y and good fruits, without par- 
vetŷ .a'oasy D„ lP ° criey.”  In its absence we always 
L ' “ êei

® nr
>ittc

‘-^o.r >n •, “ tire absence of wisdom. Being a

‘‘«elf ybo deed^r/80^ 011» resulting in confusion and 
Sin bip . ' Ii a man is wise, the fact will verifvwan is wise, the fact will verify
i% °^ b it tp 8. life and his works; but the pre 
,6liev8a to jv Jealousy and faction in the heart

" at)oth0v, , an  ̂ the Devil, the writer aoknow- 
k O h b  lype of wisdom, whioh he describes 
V ?  the qnfnxSna*> devilish ” ; but this we look 

Bat >-es8ennQ nf #«Htt Then follows this* Pronnn S8enee of folly.
°ancement

V ^ J Qu ? '"”1CQo Wars and whence come fightings
lot. ‘bat War ^ ey not honco' even o£ y°ur pleae kin

1 ,' 2)UU cov°ti and cannot obtain ; yo fight and
K ^our members? Ye lust and have
’Vfti (lV. ] o a C0Vnf‘ — «̂ ,1

y
ih'^htu^ti anq!:i*Ge tbs truth and temperateness of 
SSSk* a o 7 fWe And the same sentiment more 
VkititeL.8’ Vc°r0ibly exPre36ed by many Pagan 
■:-.t/itj , biojj e claim that the source of the 

M1iah ja “ dsmns war as an evil originating 
’ ^  th Urnan* earthly, neither divine nor 

0 same remark is equally true as

applied to folly. But the usually mild and gentle 
and polite Dr. Whyte loses his temper and raves, 
employing wild, exaggerated language whioh no wise 
man in full possession of himself would ever con
descend to use. He refers to the various books 
issued— white books, yellow books, and blue books— 
in explanation of the oanea of the War, but he ex
presses his preference for “  another kind and color 
of book, even the white book of the New Testa
ment,” particularly the epistle of Jamas. Then 
comes this angry outburst:—

“ At the same time, in our day, all the books of all 
the colors aro at one with the apostle in tracing home 
to tho present Emperor of evil-minded Germany, and to 
his evil-minded counsellors, the real cause and the true 
origin of this infernal War. And, indeed, with this 
present Scripture open before us, and with our ears 
open to the past and present utterances of the Emperor, 
we cannot get past the clear proof of where the awful 
blame of this present pandemonium lies.”

It never occurs to the reverend Principal that the 
Kaiser may be as honest, as sinoere, and as God
fearing as himself, nor that this Emperor, that Chan
cellor, the military advisers, the professors, and the 
diplomatists of Germany are not necessarily godless, 
unchristian, malignant, poisonous, and satanio simply 
beoause they believe in and assert the justice of 
their cause. Having cursed the Kaiser and his 
military counsellors in the most extravagant lan
guage at his disposal, Dr. Whyte gives us this choice, 
very Christian, b it :—

“ Even so, there are other men who will have a much 
heavier account to settle on that day [the Day of Judg
ment] . Speaking for myself, I would far rather be the 
fatally misled Kaiser on that day of account than I 
would be his favorite Court preacher.”

Had the Emperor of Germany but had for a chaplain 
a preacher and faithful witness of the truth like 
Moses before Pharaoh, and a whole host of similar 
brave, unpurohasable heroes down to John Knox 
before Mary, Dr. Whyte “  cannot believe that he 
would have been the God-forsaken man he is to-day.” 
But why has God forsaken William II. and the. 
Fatherland he loves so much ? Why has the Supreme 
Raler of the Universe allowed a finite being like the 
Kaiser to plunge Christendom into “  this diabolically 
conceived and diabolically oonduoted War ”  ? Is the 
German Emperor, or the Devil behind him, stronger 
than, and oan prevail against, the omnipotence of 
Heaven ? Merely to ask such questions is to betray 
the utter absurdity of the position taken up by this 
Edinburgh ambassador of the Prince of Peace !

We hold no brief for Germany and its cause; but 
we do most emphatically oondemn as fundamentally 
irrational and unjust their denunciation on the 
shadowy authority of the alleged brother of Jesus 
Christ. Germany may be, probably is, very culpably 
in the wrong, but certainly not as the outcome of 
being God-forsaken. If an all-powerful, all-just, and 
all-loving Father has forsaken Germany, then he, and 
he alone, not the Kaiser and his ministers, must be 
held responsible for this savage War.

J. T. L l o y d .

The Oracle.

T h e  present lamentable Civil War (for such it is 
essentially) is putting five persons to a severe test, 
namely, the Militarist, the Diplomatist, the Capita
list, the Idler, and God. Civilisation will probably 
rid itself of all five at much the same time. But, as 
I am aware that this proposition approaches delicate 
political ground, I will drop the disrespectful refer
ence to the Idler, Capitalist, Diplomatist, and Mili
tarist— without any apology to them— and discuss 
the remaining element of the unhappy group.

The belief in Gods is not a sort of superficial idea 
which can be knocked out by smart argument, just 
as naughty boys remove the stone balls at the 
entrance-gates of villas. It is a habit ingrained by 
the traditions and practice of ten thousand years;
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for I suppose it may be said that theology is some
where about ten thousand years old, not reckoning 
the period of fetishism and magic out of which the 
Gods were slowly evolved. This belief was, in effect, 
a belief in an Absolute; that is to say, belief in a 
providential will that was always trustworthy, a 
divine wisdom that never made mistakes, and a 
supernatural good sense that invariably adjusted 
itself to difficulties, and outwitted opposition, whether 
from Fallen Angels, or the Heathen or French 
oritics.

So long as the human mind—that is, the collective 
mind of civilisation and of its barbario relatives— 
lacks self-reliance, so long will it pray to th9 Abso
lute, and appeal to the Absolute for guidance and 
sanction. Conversely, so long as the human mind 
prays to the Absolute (God, Allah, Brahma) and 
appeals to the Absolute for guidance and sanction 
(Bible, Koran, Vedas) so long does it acknowledge 
its quality of dependence and even servility. That 
excellent military oritio and devout Catholic, Mr. 
Hilaire Belloo, has quite rightly warned us of the 
danger of the Servile State; by which he means a 
social order governed by bureaucrats, Government 
clerks, and fussy inspectors with suburban intellects. 
But, as a matter of fact, the Western world is just 
emancipating itself from the Servile Order of theo
logy; and when the emancipation is complete, the 
bureaucracy will also disappear. Both theology and 
bureaucracy imply an Absolute Right—-the God 
whose rule is perfect— and the superior class of 
gentry whose breeding and whose University degrees 
render them immaculate organisers of the proletarian 
mass. This is another way of saying it is no use 
merely to argue a man out of his theological belief. 
You must train his nature (or, if you oannot do it, 
the experience of the centuries will) out of the 
ancient spirit of subservienoe.

Weakness goes to oracles ; strength forms its own 
judgments. Weakness relies upon God, Revelation, 
Gospel, the Foreign Office, the Times, the Inspector. 
Strength studies the human situation, estimates the 
human forces and possibilities, and plans a course 
which cannot olaim to be the Absolute Right, but 
the Relatively Best in the circumstances.

The ancient Greeks had too flue a sense of humor 
to venture on publishing a divine Scripture : henoe, 
there is no Hellenio Bible. But they had oracles, of 
which the typical example was the Pythian oracle at 
the temple of Delphi. The Pythia, or priestess, was 
led by her interpreter, or Prophetes (prophet) to a 
tripod which stood over an opening in the ground, 
whence issued a cloud of natural fumes. In reply to 
the anxious questions of pilgrims and deputations, 
Bhe shrieked inarticulate sounds which the Prophet 
explained in more or less intelligible Greek. The 
Prophet most likely announced an oracle which had 
been previously agreed on by a committee of judicious 
Dalphio priests. Very often, the oracle shrewdly 
and usefully met the case in point, as when, for 
instance, the Greek ships were about to engage the 
huge Persian fleet, and Delphi declared that the 
safety of Athens lay in her “  wooden walls ” ; and 
the battle of Salamis confirmed the sensible propo
sition.

If even the witty and wise Greeks, not having yet 
attained adequate command of natural and scientific 
resources, felt the need of an Absolute, it is no 
wonder that Europe has taken so many ages to 
release itself from the bondage of the oracle.

The European War is a powerful factor in this 
release. It has revealed the impotenoe of the Abso
lute. It throws us violently, but benefioially, upon 
the native value of human instinot, reason, and 
mutual aid. Theology is dying in a storm, to the 
melancholy strain of Gott Strafe England.

Take the problem of Universal Service, commonly, 
but erroneously, called Consoription (which is choice 
of soldiers by lot). Oaght England to follow the 
example of her Allies, and oompulsorily enrol every 
fit young man in a military register, and require him 
to undergo military training, and, at givon oall, to go 
out to do battle with the enemies of the country ?

July Hi

I do not propose to state my own opinions 0 c, 
subjeot ; but I will indioato the two m e tin
dealing with i t ; the one involving an aU V U U U  i f  i n  Ut I V  ) V U U  U U U  » U  I  VM  I  1 U  l » “  l  *■

Absolute, the other being Relative and

something l*̂ 0 V j
The Absolutist, whether Tolstoyan, or 

Ultra-Nonoonformist, will say
“  To-day my fellow-man is contrary to tha j ^  
G od; henoe, I would sooner faoe the wrath p » 
than disobey the Divine Governor of the ' ¡ y  
If you ask him how he knows what H°d’s *a ¿i;: 
opens the Bible, and closes the argument. A ^ 
of people who just now worship at the altar ^ 
Labor Leader, or commune with one another
Anti-Conscription Fellowship, use this " " " eSp»c: 
language. I respect such persons; but 1 e,f|j 
them less than the Foxes and Penns of t ^  
generation of the Sooiety of Friends. ¡¡^#1 
seventeenth-century days, the genius ot ^  
religious and political, was far more depend0 ^ 
individual energy and conviotion than it,13 
present moment. In our age, we work 10 ¿¡eep!l 
associations, and allied forces, and with a U 
sense of responsibility to the social whole- 
is neoessary; but ail life is more organ ro°:! 
formerly, and dissent and Freethought ® n3hfl0gai,:UiUU U13BOUU HlUU JL' IDCUUUÛ ,-- UaP&W

that is, they must be tested and 0 
every turn by a consideration of the pubh
organic :

But your Absolutist plaoes God higher oonsCieO" 
public welfare. In other words, he tend3) ¡jj» 
tiously enough, towards anarchy in relation  ̂
and loyalty in relation to God. Sooiety.. jjoo0r- 
cannot allow its interests to be dominated j ^  
people’s interpretation of the will of God. actif 
logical sanction has far loss value for so 0ffb- 
than in the age of Fox and Penn ; and tbe^ is 
objects to arbitrary service in the name 
trying to do the business of virtue be
paper. He may be entirely sincere, ' n 
offered us the wrong currency.

but
&

Htf ?andid. ,0S‘° obliges one to add that w0 
who mLre]l°-fc the P)0a of the Atheist or A ®
Whoevei I *” 8 f,°a9Ci0nca the 80,0 ba3.ia ° to ti>! ni f ^oes this is erecting consoletied
certainLth 8  Ab8°iute> ^prem eLd inf«not niro ’̂ WG musb °°oanlt conscience; bat , fit not always consult it with perpetual referee00 >

tb0>views and needs of the community of , 
offspring and servants. I do not snPf). 0ii£ 
many Absolutists of this class; but I t
are some. , tb0 »1

Civilisation is 
of self-reliance.

now closely approach^ jjeap
This implies that ^

mankind, physical, intellectual, tbafcof tb'
$

reached an immensely higher level than -   ̂
Christian age, or the ages of polytheism ( ^
We are almost prepared (I dare not 8J Brfif eb* 
niminioto. fV.n nlnV.n V.it n T?alq.f-,tVe TfUt  ̂ ^than byin fch^oiiamlfp by a Halative 
Absolute TV. tu*  ° f  discussion rather 
oracle from fS.-“ ? 0“ “ 003 to kneeling [ 
tary B0rv? “  ^t b,nd a 8°™en. The
question« °e' fchr . ef0re« Jike ^  other’ “ “ 8 t .be decided after carefnl ^  w 

■ ■■ «mlO
deoided alter car

over its political aspeots, its econom q0 ov- 
moral aspeots, its international aspec • .eoC0 y s  
of these aspeots can an isolated co 
with authority. You and I an^ ,,U r0 be >f js

few / f j /
authority, 

interchange thought
i-

perform that interchange with as 1 jtb a3 ¡y  
possible, with as little ink as possibly o0pi .1 1— a  nurdeba 0’ fl

it»1
good humor as possible. From our aeu- - ■ ^  '>
through conversations, parliaments, Pr 0 gion3y .
sorts of ebbs and flows of ideas aoaI P ,  to f^
shall get at a conolasion which, ^
plaoe, and education, is the most ' ti-:-- ’  - f  B318*ful for the republio. The method of 
more economical. It saves labor. If tb0more economical, iu Bavea Qti v»- ^  ,
sallies oat with the Bible, and tel Is J ri 
service riddle is solved by that BiO^^tet'^1., 
condemned to waste time in finding ot j ^  
those which he cites, or in arguing P ^ g0l t a ,  
critioism and origins. I submit» b0fl, ¡tf1’’ 
method of Ralativity is more bone 
patient. With a little reluctance»
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^  wbo relies on Absolute Truth (“ the Bible 
taiegt’ , Jesus Christ declares,” “  conscience dic- 
8» 8r e,tc’) betrays the weakness of impatience. 
!jee; w>.9 ".^huth! ”  and bangs the door in your 
■•canSfl  ̂ . 8 not only rude, but a sign of laziness,
'htniin 13 evidently unprepared for the toil of 

m '°n> reflection, and critical test. Far be itto censure the old Greeks who resorted to
'."v°rab!0a<̂ °^0red sacrifices and gifts in hopes of a 
;i nofc from the oracle. Socrates himself
hid hiaj 1Sp 'n the oompliment which the Pythia 
!5tlaok w's to ’day our resources are vaster, our 
W  our manhood stronger. Not to the 
:,ipod)IlQ. 0S> n°t to the Bible, not to Pythia on the 
•?toifc8e]f i Permit conscience which is a law 
êctioQ ’ T(°es modern civilisation go for light and 

Nectiy ,  ̂ matures its decisions relatively, im- 
v app]yi u" with increasing soreness and sanity, 
’Ppeaiijl w80 i°93ons of its own evolution, and 

3 0 the suffrages of the world.
F. J. G o u l d .

William Morris.
Th,

Horrig,¡s °"ected Works of William Morris, edited by May 
vols. Longmans.

Whhvu*011 this handsome edition of Morris’s 
fishes an Woa*d have pleased the poet himself, 
triable °PP°rtnnity to oall attention to a very 
; f 0® is not an’ ? or M ^ s ’s claim to wide recog- 

t̂8 8emnn °*Musively a literary one; it is in a large 
. '»iliin̂ :';0ratie.
3t>rin„ a,^ Mo:

!6t Qres of Browning and Tennyson.

g hia ]:frr/.8 died nearly twenty years ago, and 
8r figare 6 . G ^0 was overshadowed by the 

main8 u* browning and Tennyson. Even 
.“ °dy of readers have but a slight 

f  ho b bis work, and lie under the delu- 
665 i c o n ' aa abl® but monotonous poet and a 
t̂istio 0<? ast, with a weakness for fine printing 

.’;JaWt re ,'PaPere. Such is the impression still 
■[' 5Qt6worfi a writer whose ability is hardly 

tespepr ^ an bis versatility in the world of 
prQ̂ ^’Qda of u.n® a 1119,11 who so largely moulded the 
\k,8°f tranRi 18 80nei-ation. Much of his work may 
^el^itioiaiQ6? “ i^fcrest; but when time has done

fr0nn Q bat feebly attempt, and severed 
'(tig8.58 legacy f ^ro.8s» there will still remain a 
J'Stj 0 ^Ork fp 80 this country. Concerning his 
^  iofln„!re. “ eed.0aly be a passing remark
. V

7 infl„ a00a only be a passing remark 
°f prnf^enc0 baa been, and will oontinuo to 
L.^wound value.lij ^is’g'ijl" __

S S ?  o c c S y Worka fill twenty-four volumes, 
%  ^ J v nS about half. A poet who comes
Pret>  iQI 0r d witl , ^ fii » ¿ a,8mfiCantwith so vast a body of verse must 

claims in order to justify his
is w s°tfacerri8’s merits lie, for the most part, 
fl&ki hoof „ \ *n_ the art of story-telling in verse

k ^ C r 8, Ul

'pthot>t a m A ----------- --— -1 .......-----------------
K̂ et'f6, Like w °dern rival, and he is eminently 
. 3 ye 0t a ojq Mapaulay, in prose, the reader is 
;ew 60 demarî  ln doubt of the writer’s meaning. 

Broofk^no intellectual effort. His ideas 
pr red beneath the jewelled panoply of 

iterator, never sacrifices the spirit to the 
V^et. P°ets aot wisely but too well. Of all 
¿Mm 8°ale  ̂ 6 approaches most closely to the
m *ise vf bo^a®terc>” Chaucer, although Morris 
1̂1 Qti^ r ÏVie c  ° /  the old bard. The Earthly

bQkedeS'anterbury Talcs, contain a number
u ‘ , together ' 

tQ Morris
^ ^gether by a thread, and is singu 

8 storifiâ t ’ hbe splendid
for

ease
his perfect 
with whicha. uqv w  bOflPo o p u u u iu  uaau w iuu  w u iu ii

jS  ’ aad bis fidelity to nature, leave
^ / b t h o ^ b i s  place must be in the appre- 

£>e ?JQo l°ve real literature.
^ , 0 8 .  Jl °f Jason is a poem of over tenX ,10iÿ 

to.
ÿ
^ n is

o- Another
Sl3urd the

goodly volume contains 
Volsung. The Defence of 

Way, and Love is Enough 
the reputation of a lesser 

°Qa of Virgil’s 1Eneid, and Homer’s

Odyssey increase the bulk and value of Morris’s 
poetical works.

In his prose writings he also left the stamp of a 
vigorous individuality. His sustained energy, his 
fearlessness, united to his genius, were sure to assert, 
sooner or later, the influence he had fully resolved 
on exciting. He never shrank from advocating his 
Socialist views. He saw there were wrongs to redress, 
and he came forward as the champion of the sufferers 
impotently struggling under the onerous conditions 
of a commercial civilisation. At the time of the 
Trafalgar-square riots, he found himself in the 
prisoner’s dock of a London police-oourt, and, when 
asked hia name, proudly replied, “ William Morris, a 
poet well-known throughout Europe.”

It is the work of every poet to go through the ideas 
ourrent in his generation, and sort out the good from 
the bad, the true from the false, and establish by his 
artistry the universal truths which are in such con
stant danger of being lost, or abused, or foresworn. 
And it is the poet’s vision which enables him to tell 
which are good, regenerative ideas and which are 
merely spurious, worn-out mendaoities that have 
accumulated in process of time, and which have 
come to be accepted as true only because no one 
has had the oourage to question their falsity.

Morris beckoned us away from the Christian super
stition, which had never a fascination for an intellect 
that admired the more vigorous qualities of the older 
mythologies. Secularism permeated his thought, and 
it was ever united with a love of simple things, and 
a warm and generous heart ever open to sympathy 
for the poor and misused, to stupid, stumbling, and 
broken humanity, to the beggar at the gate, the slave 
in the factory, the captive in the shop. He saw that 
life oan be a harsh, ugly, cruel, and unreasonable 
adventure, and its pitiless injustice often breaks 
through his imagination, and forces from him a 
cry of pain.

Morris’s Freethought comes out clearly in his treat
ment of death. He is as materialistic as Swinburne 
in regarding it as “ the poppied sleep,the end of all.” 
To him there is no life beyond the grave. This 
thought is expressed constantly in his verse. The 
wanderers, who having vainly sought an earthly para
dise, found instead that their wasted lives ended—

“  Where all things end in death at last," 
are still eager to gain some pleasure out of the dregs 
of life ; for :—

“  Since a little life at least was left,
They were not yet of every joy bereft.”

In The Doom of King Acrisius there is a beautiful 
picture of two lovers thrilled with a finer tenderness 
by the idea of the final parting. “  O love, to think 
that love can pass away ” is the sad thought of 
Andromeda, still flashed with joy ; and Perseus, in 
reply, says if she needs must think of the black 
night creeping on, then let her hold oloser to her 
bliss. The same thought is the burden of a song 
in Ogier the Dane :—

“  Kiss me love! for who knoweth 
What thing cometh after death.”

While Morris looked upon the world with a smile 
upon his lips, the tears were very near his eyes:—

“ O thou who clingest still to life and love,
Though nought of good, no god thou may’st discern,
Though nought that is, thine utmost we can move,
Though no soul knows wherewith thine heart doth yearn,
Yet since thy weary lips no curse oan learn,
Oast no least thing thou lovedst once away,
Since yet, perchance, thine eyes shall see the day."

The apathy of age lulled to rest the seekers after the 
earthly paradise:—

11 Lo!
A long life gone, and nothing more they know—
Why they should live to have desire and foil,
And toil that overcome brings yet more toil,
Than that day of their vanished youth, when first 
They saw Death clear, and deemed all life accurst 
By that cold overshadowing threat—the end.”

Again and again ho urges this view with sweet oom- 
passion:—

“  Ah ! what begetteth all this storm of bliss 
But Death himself, who crying solemnly,
E ’en from the heart of sweet forgetfulness
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Bids ns ‘ Rejoice, lost pleasureless ye die,
Within a little tima must ye go by,
Stretch forth your open hands, and while ye live 
Take all the gifts that Death and Life may give.’ ”

Such was Morris’s view of death—the view of a 
man whose mind dwelt among noble memories and 
imperishable ideals; whose sole business in life was 
to bring culture to those of his fellow-men who 
were contented with lesser recollections and ignoble 
desires:—

“  No braver, no trustier, no purer,
No stronger and clearer a soul 

Bore witness more splendid and surer 
For manhood found perfect and whole 

Since man was a warrior and dreamer 
Than his who in hatred of wrong 

Would fain have risen a redeemer 
By sword or by song.”

M i m n e r m o s .

The Fourth Gospel.

A  N e w  P u b l ic  M i n is t r y  o f  Je s u s . 
A c c o r d in g  to the three Synoptical Gospels, Jesus 
Christ came from Galilee to Judea, and was baptised 
by John the Baptist in the river Jordan; after which 
he fasted forty days in the wilderness of Judea, and 
was there tempted by the Devil. Then, after the 
Baptist had been cast into prison, he went hack 
to Galilee and commenced to preach his new gospel 
(Matt. iv. 12; Mark i. 14 ; Luke iv. 14). His public 
ministry which followed is generally supposed to 
have lasted about a year; but, whatever its duration, 
it was carried on up to within a fortnight of his 
crucifixion, solely in the northern provinoe of Galilee. 
During his ministry, it is true, Jesus is stated to have 
several times crossed in a boat to the eastern side of 
the Sea of Galilee, and to have returned in the same 
w ay; but these excursions do not in any way affect 
the question of his ministry in Galilee. He never 
once left the northern province to visit Judea or 
Jerusalem until less than a fortnight before his 
arrest and trial. His departure from Galilee is 
recorded in Matt. xix. 1, Mark x. 1, and Luke xiii. 22: 
his entry into Jerusalem iB mentioned in Matt. xxi. 10, 
Mark xi. 11, and Luke xix. 45. He continued his 
ministry while travelling, and, as will be perceived 
by comparing the departure and arrival chapters 
and verses, Luke has devoted more than six chapters 
to his teaching during the journey to Jerusalem. 
Jesus was arrested six days after entering the holy 
city.

We now turn to the “ Gospel of John.”  In the 
publio ministry recorded in this Gospel, the writer 
has made Jesus spend nearly all his time in Jerusalem 
or some other part of Judea, with only three flying 
visits, lasting but a few days, to Galilee.

In the first of these (John ii. 1— 12) Jesus came to 
Cana of Galilee, in which village he turned water into 
w ine; then he went to Capernaum, where he “ abode 
not many days” : after which he went back to Jeru
salem to keep the feast of Passover. The miracle of 
turning water into wine was wrought before John 
the Baptist was cast into prison (John ¡ii. 24); that 
is to say, before Jesus had begun to preach in Galileo 
in the three Synoptic accounts, and before he had 
chosen any disciples. Yet the writer of the Fourth 
Gospel represents Jesus as having his disciples with 
him, and says that they “ believed on h im ” after 
witnessing the miracle.

In his second visit (John iv. 48—54) Jesus is stated 
to have come again to Cana of Galilee, and while 
there to have healed a nobleman’s son, who was 
lying sick at Capernaum, by sayiDg “  Go thy w ay; 
thy son liveth” : after which he went up to Jerusalem 
to be present at “ a feast of the Jews.”  The three 
Synoptists knew nothing of “  Cana of Galilee," or of 
the two miracles which the pseudo-John reoords as 
having been wrought thore.

In his third visit (John vi. 1 ; vii. 9) Jesus suddenly 
appeared near the Sea of Galilee, and there miracu
lously fed five thousand persons and walked on the 
sea, as recorded by the three Synoptists. On the

JULY H, I'“

morrow Jesus made a long oration to the ®ui . i
chiefly about eating his flesh and drinking J118
— a subject upon which the Jesus of the c;
never once opened his mouth— and, the 0. 
Tabernacles being at hand, Jesus again
to Jerusalem. _ +he who1-6

The three foregoing paragraphs comprise^ jn
of the ministry of Jesus in Galilee recorded 
“ Gospel of John” : all the rest of the twfi J ,U J , 1 / W U U  • U IH  V U U  J. V U V  w *  ~   a

chapters having to do with Jerusalem acd orje3 
Now, if we erase from the ministry in Galflfe J jore- 
in the three Synoptics the events related in * l c:

__________ . .  t. l . ________ T..H Ini«®111v . «jut**
going paragraphs of John, we shall see how ,.j in

« 4-   4.1___ i______i :u u  ia r(3ûinu , jthat ministry— or rather, how little— is , Q
the Gospel of the pseudo-John. We have, t ’g0j
to strike out Matt. xiv. 1 8 — 34, Mark vi. 80 58,

Luke i 
in each

ix. 10—17—that is to say, less than °ne 
ch of the Synoptics. Hence, while di=‘

iter

Synoptics choosing,,.cording to the Synoptical Gospels, is cuuu"'eft'cbiD5 
ciples, wandering up and down Galilee, P  ̂ fil- 
in Capernaum, Nazareth, and other °^ 108j0af, 
leges, healing the blind, the lame, the^ . ’¡„g i
4-1.« 1«____ __ 4.:_____4. it___ 1___tne lepers, casting out “ unclean spir^o»  ̂ ^01 
widow’s son and a ruler’s daughter, walk^S^.^g fût
cornfields, instructing disciples, upbraiding ^
their unbelief, teaching the people by m?ansgif to
bles, feeding four thousand, causing hi®2 everf, r. -, , , „  u„o1ini? i° . vijtransfigured, and preaching and healing 
part of the province—while Jesus is thus ot3i»5 
in Galilee in the first three Gospels, be is, i’-: 
to the “  Gospel of John,”  either in Jerasa 0 DgliD?'
temple, or in some part of Judea, arguing, ”
__________________ , i . l .  T ________ ______naffl. and 0ior quibbling with all the Jews he meets, a j 0Sas£
ridioulous speeches upon matters which 
the Synoptics never uttered a singleJ  *-***£> vt-KJ a  I H V *  V i  U V U O I U U  u  « # .— 0 - -  , .

Now, it goes almost without saying that oc«
Jesus could not be in two places widely aP ?cer&sl!l 
and the same time. It is therefore perfec y .fi3 9te 
either that the accounts in the three Sy®1̂  jtgatP
pure fiction, or that the narratives in 
Gospel are fabrications. Of course^ the^th^^^ ŝ,

tli
urudpei ure lauriuuiMuuH. uuulsd, - r,o3Pe,, * c$
accounts, as well as that of the Fourth -g re]ef
all be fictitious; but since we are compe1
one or the other, it must be that ci d[
frnnnal Th« f.hroo R unnnf.lfltiS. as a &

i t e *
Gospel. The three Synopfcists, as W0, nDJ a
tue main portion nf n  primitive r „ °,U , their narratives u«-“
several ^  G°IP91 whiob had been in exis
Luke—fcnnL°a<M8’ and fcvvo of thorn—
writings L at thn0aaI T atter from lateI, u P & 1 of John ” nnf't b-Q narra^ives peouliar to the ce„
they m ’ fc hf  hei? s  foaad *  cither of these ̂  y
Fourth Gn,h rt-beeD co°cocbed by the writer'
is no e ^ a p f  ,m8eJf- Korn this obvious W** _

they oalf“rr?Un'8ii-an Wr,ters have cocaPi,edp^ 
every ohan?, ™ 0̂ '8'' of the four Gospel* " Jb  i; 
Placed in 01, ln3P°rtant paragraph ,a,0oo!‘ 
in the Z n u ° U0J0gicaI order. The cb ieff‘%  t 
iiad n L l  ( rn°iion of ®och a “ Harm®# QoSJ  
T h i s  can n ri °k narratives in th e  Four b e¡¡,-

in the Synoptics^11̂  by ii?norinS P psif V tbeif ^  tires Ta t?  f -and mak>ng breaks in the>• J-ake, for instance, the following•" ^
'nrJohn ii. 13.— “ And the Passover

hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem1,
John iv. 43.— “ And after two days

J esu *  vHit*I f°"

,te»:Jfrom thence into Galilee.”  i
John v. 1.— “ After thoso things ^

tho Jews; and Jesus went up to Jenis 
John vii. 2 , 10.— Now the feast of the 

of Tabernacloa was at hand........then 1 ^
[to Jerusalem].”

W M
In the three Synoptics Jesus never 3f-’1
to uo to Jerusalem—save when he m fb'to go to Jerusalem—save when 
for good, a few days before bis d°aVhi°ki!it 
having come into Judea, the few ^^„„¡ed ,u :----------k ahJ -----------f.illw oocup,his arrest and trial were so fully 00 the

of •> i *  1 «is no place for the insertion , ¡,» v.
tho Fourth Gospel has represented ’ oO0, & ph : 
doing in Judea and Jerusalem. ^  0[ t u 1 
stated, the three Synoptio aooouu e%c> 
ministry of Jesus in Galileo cor-"'
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cii ¡n T ne Paendo-John has described him as carrying 
derasalem and Jndea.

Ibe f E Ga l l  o f  A n d r e w  a n d  P e t e r .
■‘Ted P ,Uclu êQti writer of the Fourth Gospel oon- 
'ejjg be idea, amongst other details, of making 
tbea th'̂ 111'31100 h*8 Pn^^c ministry before the time 
Priniti at Persona89 is stated to have done so in the 
cbrbnnu0„^n̂  Synoptic Gospels. The events in
»re as order recorded in the first three Gospels

(1 ).

( 2) .

(3 )  .

(4) .
(5) .
(6 )  . 

IV).

Jesus came from Galilee to Judea.
Be was baptised by John the Baptist.
He fasted forty days and nights.
Ho was tempted by the Devil.
John the Baptist cast into prison.
Jesus returned to Galilee and began to preach. 
He called Andrew and Peter to bo disciples.

. unnecessary to go farther: the two Gospel events 
1; J®v«n in italics are all that need be kept in mind. 
f:eâ ei Ween those two Synoptio events that the 
o a? John has placed all the imaginary events 
30,citcutnstanoes which fill his first four chapters. 
V^ew perfectly well that Jesus did not return to 

commence his ministry until after the 
:? v J  kad been oast into prison: but he thoughu 
h8, Rearmed criticism by saying: “  For Jcun 
V , yet cast into prison”  (John iii. 24).

'V6 r 5t three of the foregoing events m the first 
, °tbP°1s are thus briefly recorded: 

ho ^  whfin Jesus heard that John was delivered up, 
camT‘ hdtew into Galilee; and leaving Nazareth, he
Je, aad dwelt in Capernaum........From that time began

to preach and to say, Repent ye, etc.......And
Sim. g by ‘ he Sea of Galilee he saw two brethren, 
caBjlU ’"ho is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, 

a net into the sea; for they were fishers And 
Jon Uat° them, Come ye after me, and I will make 
je,i f „ rs °f men. And they straightway left the nets, 

. Wed him” (Matt. iv. 12, 13, 17— 20).
SptaH lU ba seen that Jesus, after his fasting and 
■ 8 c,h remained in Judea until he heard that 
'Mjm. 0 ,aPtisfc had been cast into prison. Then, 
Self then, he decided to commence preaching
* ¿ ■ » 4  went back to Galilee alone, having no 

0OD after reaching the northern province, 
%  called the brothers Andrew and Peter to 
> 1 , ¡J®* though it is not expressly stated, it is 

J8a fhed that these two fishermen had never 
>  C a before, nor he them : it is also quite cer- 
t y C * ?  two were not disciples of Jesus until 
tie * J Portion near the Sea of Galilee. Bear- 
C 6Vetta in mind, wo will now notice some of 
tf take iob tbe pseudo-John has recorded as 
i| , Place on the day after the baptism

na. , aiie the latter was in the wilderness‘ Jnefc, -- commencing his forty days fast.-
the ¿ th ®  morrow [after the baptism  o f . es^ g 0jpie8; 

j, Ptjst was standing, and tw o o • saith,

Lamb o i G od l ActI  i  L s  And JesusS e a h tQ BPef k- and they follow ed J e s u s abideBt
they said unto him , R ao1 ’^  n BS-Vf-V. -  ■

that vĥ ÿ atvii' 1 Unto them, Come, and ye shall see 
s;4|i heaij ?°«e with v,;™ ki,„k a ’ ------ fSi
®Ur, JJ i'tterv sP°ak, and followed him, was Andrew, 
he J1’ &ûd 8a;f frct'uer. He fiudeth his own brother 

r°?ght ijjj unt° him, We have found tho Messiah. 
Sit u 1 ïhn.? UQto Jesus. Jesus looked upon him,b Ui

ta,td Jnk6 w£th him that day........One of the two

*Htl ’ re aid
câliné att Simon tho son of Joanes: thou 

wih ) ,T-* d ■_k_______lJ°hu J .^Phas (which is by interpretation
S  thV > 8  w l^ o rro

-42 ).
.'Wen '3 a  3 « o r r o w  ”  of the foregoing day, the
? c-?hilm ! lt0r makes Jesus find two more dis- 1 aCd

Mi

ac/? *>“**'**•»» tieaas iinu two mure ms* 
J® ^Q0I ^ afc.faanaely and than he goes back

aPParently» by the fonr‘
Siti f'h0 Synoptics, Jesus had not

» 3  bv k'.hS; fQ/ 8 freo ho walk about where John 
%  i, 0 de8C il? 800a as his baptism was com-

% ^piritC>0l?ij hhe dove upon him, he was 
fa^  _ lnto the wilderness to commence

i)l>ildpBtQ tlle,A| 'Johus, full of tho Holy Spirit, re- 
at**6®8 dui.'°r<̂ at1’ and was led by the Spirit in 

lalao {¿Ug £?r(;y days, being tempted by the

It will thus be seen that the narrative by the pseudo- 
John flatly contradicts the Gospels that were in exist
ence in his day. Ha knew that in those Gospels Jesus 
did not commence his ministry in Galilee— or any
where else— until after the Baptist had been oast 
into prison, and that tho call of Andrew and Peter 
did not take place until after that. Though he knew 
well these alleged historical facts, he could not resist 
the temptation of trying to concoct a better story 
than the old traditional one— and he did so.

A b r a c a d a b r a .

Acid Drops.

We were very pleased to seo in the Daily Mirror a strong 
protest against the stupid use of tho word “ Pagan ” by our 
politicians and parsons. Ever since the War commenced we 
have been told day after day that we are fighting for the 
Christian doctrine of Right makes Might— backed up by 
Dreadnoughts and high explosive shells— against tho Pagan 
doctrine that “ Might is Right.” The Mirror is roused to 
protest by the special utterance of the Bishop of London, 
who may safely be trusted to give the crowning dose of 
stupidity to anything he handies, and it points out that 
wherever the Germans got this doctrine from, it was cer
tainly not from the Pagan world. And it gives this sharp 
rap on the knuckles to Bishop Ingram :—

“ You might as well say that they got it from St. Paul, for 
St. Paul says: ‘ Let every soul be subject unto the higher 
powers. For there is no power but of G od : The powers 
that be are ordained of God. Whosoever therefore resisteth 
the power, resisteth the ordinance of God.’ How easy for 
Treitsohke to transform that fatalism into ‘ might is right,’ 
since it only tays, in so many syllables, that it is right to 
recognise might 1 We need not so interpret it, but neither 
need we so misinterpret ‘ paganism '— so insult it—as to sup
pose that its wise men, its leaders of thought, its philosophers, 
its statesmen, would give the smallest moral support to the 
essentially Teutonic arrogance of to-day.”

This is distinctly good— there is nothing here that will be 
new to our readers, but to the average Christian reader of 
the daily newspaper it will bo news indeed.

In these days of cheap editions of translations of the Greek 
and Roman classics, it wants soma amount of courage to 
repeat this libel on Paganism. Mr, Giibert Murray's trans
lations of Euripides are within reach of everyone, and essays 
on the various schools of Greek and Roman moralists abound. 
All of them are simply saturated with the teaching that mere 
brute force and arrogance brings disaster sooner or later, and 
this is the note of iEschylus equally with Euripides. Even 
on the religious side the ethical note in Greek and Roman 
religion was stronger and more pronounced than it was with 
Christian theology. That brought degradation here as else
where. There is full warranty for the Mirror's comment 
that in this use of the word “ Pagan,” “ It needs the complete 
forgetfulness or Lethe that descends upon the Englishman’s 
reading of the ancients after schooldays, to allow our great 
personages so to display their ignorance of the best in the 
ancient world, from which we could afford, alas I to borrow 
so much, that wo cannot even attempt to do as well as they.”

There is, however, more than forgetfulness here. In part 
it represents and illustrates that policy of misrepresentation, 
slander, and deliberate untruthfulness that has always been 
prominent in the history of the Christian Church. For 
centuries it has been the set policy of Christian speakers 
and writers to paint the old Greek and Roman world as the 
quintessence of all that was vile, in order to make tho 
Christian world appear bright by comparison. Thanks to 
this persistent policy of slander, “ Pagan ” has come to mean 
not only something unchristian— that were, in its way, a 
compliment— but a synonym for brutality, greed, and bes
tiality. It stands as such in works even by first-class 
writers; and as the mass of people take their ideas from 
the “ leaders ” of tho people, it has in this form becomo 
familiar to the ordinary man or woman. A “ Pagan ” meant 
originally nothing more than a villager. Later it became 
identified with non-Christian, because the old religion lin
gered on in tho villages long after it had ceased to exist in 
the towns and cities. And then, because of the truly Chris
tian plan of slandering everything that is not Christian, it 
became a synonym for everything that was beastly and 
brutal. Of courso, men of genuino culture know better; 
but men of genuine culture are few, while the clergy are 
many, and— taking them in the lump— of much the same 
stamp from the first century to the twentieth.
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The well-known hymn aska Christians to “ stand up for 
Jesus,” and one of the faithful has dared to stand up against 
a profane non-commissioned officer. At the Primitive 
Methodist Conference, this unknown hero, who “ refused to 
allow the 1 non-com.’ to swear at him,” was eulogised. It 
is said that he was “ promoted the next morning.” Cer
tainly he deserved the distinction.

Sir Arthur Markham has the credit of making the finest 
Parliamentary “ bull ” of the year by his announcement 
that the military huts on Salisbury Plain are “ a mass of 
holes from top to bottom.” It is quite as good as the 
famous theological “ bull ” concerning the “ bottomless 
pit.”

JULY Hi

A London newspapor has boon complaining that wo ^ 
not often get a chance of occupying pulpits in the 0 
and says that the clergy object. Of course they a0, 
they wear potticoats themselves ?

Mr. A. G. Halos, tho famous war-correspondent, 
indulging in the pleasant pastime of bishop-baiting' ,0tte 
in John Bull, ho says “ Some of our bishops havo “cC 
fighting Front, and have come back screaming h-i0 ® Lj [3; 
old women.” Did Mr. Hales expect their lordships w 
the Germans out with blows from thoir crofters ?

paper,
The war-prophets havo all been wrong,” 8ays ' 
er. They aro very like the religious variety-

The late Mr. Corlett, editor of the PinJc TJn, a facetious 
sporting periodical famous for its naughty anecdotes, was a 
very religious man. “ He read the lessons in Sutton Church, 
and took great interest in ecclesiastical matters,” says one 
of the newspapers in an obituary notice. Why not ? There 
is a striking resemblance between the blue stories of the 
Bible and the racy yarns he used to print in the Pink TJn,

11 There is,” said Lord Bryce recently, “ no country in 
Christendom where religion exercises Buch power as in 
Russia.” Just so 1 And the “ intellectuals ” who have
been sent to Siberia know it.

An elaborate Government Blue Book has been issued 
which deals with animal tuberculosis, and which is illustra
ted with many diagrams showing the stages of the disease. 
The publication should prove of use to the defenders of the 
Benevolent Design Argument, and to the peripatetic pat- 
terers on Christian Evidence platforms.

“ War is £  s. d.,” says a daily paper. Is it ? Many 
regard it as simply hell.

On June 29, at the Mansion House, Mr. Asquith inaugu
rated a National Thrift Campaign. Everybody is exhorted 
to practice the most rigid economy until the conclusion of 
the War. The Church Times thinks that in this respect the 
clergy can help by adding “ the sanction of religion to the 
claims of patriotism.” Not to be behind the Church Times 
we venture to add our “ little bit” by suggesting that the 
clergy could commence by abolishing Church collections, and 
collections for missionary work both at home and abroad. 
We are inclined to think that if the clergy were to preach 
that until the ond of the War no more subscriptions were to 
be given in either of these directions, the advice would be 
acted upon generally and immediately. This would liberate 
a very large sum for investment in the War Loan, and we 
feel quite sure that most Christians would prefer a return of 
four and a half per cent, in certain Government stock to any 
dividend that is payable only in the New Jerusalem.

After all, and with all seriousness, if economy is a national 
duty, economy in expenditure on religion should take prece
dence. It is little less than imbecility to ask for the most 
careful economy in personal expenditure, and at the same 
time spend about three millions annually on Foreign Mis
sions, and over twenty millions on religion generally. This 
is waste, and criminal waste, in times of peace, let alone in 
time of war. If all the money and time and energy spent on 
religion during the last fifty years by the nations now at war 
had been spent in forwarding rational social development, 
this War might never have occurred. Foreign Missions 
do not prevent war, they tend to croate it. Religion does 
not stop war, it creates, and perpetuates, and sanctions bar
riers such as make war inevitable. If we must economise, 
let us therefore commence with what we need least, and can 
do best without.

George Jacob Holyoako once got into serious trouble with 
the authorities by suggesting that “ God ” should bo troated 
like retired military officers and placod on half-pay. Not to 
bo outdone, wo suggest knocking off tho othor half.

“ If wo do not win this War I do not think that I shall 
havo any diocoso left,” says the Bishop of Pretoria. Havo 
all the Afrikander men and women joined the colors ?

In an article on Carlylo and his excursions into Gorman 
history, Mr. William Archer asks if Carlyle was to blame for 
the present situation. Mr. Archer has made a bad shot, and 
must bend his bow again.

tonthe
Our contemporary, London Opinion, has a good j0?s 

clerical boasting concerning tho War. “ The 
Durham predicts a great religious revival as il 
the War. Already we hear of consols being converted 
sale.”

“ The influence of religion has never boon so g . 
the Bishop of Birmingham. Perhaps his ĵ0I,^ et3 & 
thinking of the compulsory attendance of 80 
sailors at divine service. ____

The Theistic Church, for so long identified^hh,^3j(

true OjfJ,i

" gal3

are
Charles Yoysey, is leaving its old quarters in 
Piccadilly, and seeking a fresh home. With 
kindness, tho Chtirch Times hopes that, as there » ¡̂s- 
than enough English sects, tho Theistic Church jb* 
lessly expire. We remember an old adage to the ^ c ,  
example is much better than precept, and m 
instance we should like tho sect represented by 
Times to lead the way.

tho Ho890 Î 0 «roofA question was asked the other day ih . „ a 6-  
Commons concerning the advisability of suppr039 |tt®rllCf  
of persons calling itself a Peace Committee. 111 ¿ot c®c' 
General, Sir J. Simon, said that the matter was . 
sideration. Whereupon Mr. Outhwaite pointed c> gap
group profossed to take as a guide the book '
1 Blessed are the peacemakers,” and suggest011 1 

suppressing the New Testament at the °anie 
Attorney-General made no reply.

1 This War is to be won not merely by hlf f tbe s»;B‘ . 
but by personal piety, and by the prayers o b® 

the Rev. H. B. Chapman, Chaplain oi bicb»
’ saint Deiu? li■’

says
Chapel. Unfortunately, the prayers of the sa ^  
alleged to move mountains, cannot shift th 
enough. ;<

------ -t lleril
The clergy are in the confidence of

the Rev. H. B. Chapman telling us that 
this country until all have learned the text 
love one another.’ ”

< Littl®

tb a ttb > $ ?
Perhaps it would not be quite true to say*u‘*' jbe oi® ’j 

man turned religious talks more stupidly tM® ttfle w . 
is religious all through the chapter, but » ^  gO0is reiigiuus an turuugu iuo cuupnuj-i ~— g0 jw
sounds more absurd. This is doubtless k°ca ¡0Dc0' 
better things from a professed teacher of  ̂ a®3 ¡gb 
rate, here is Sir Oliver Lodge endorsing t n ttf. 
that this War illustrates the revolt of risti®D,,])ir 
Christianity. And why ? Well, because ¡a tf® . ¡̂¡i 
the weak shall overcome the strong, and f . „ Cb®1 „ ft1 
strength. Therefore the Allies are champ10 ¡¿¡¡cal®1?3 ¡,gt t  
against Germany. Could anything be more gbreogtni ^  
War is not a contest of weakness again01 de°l9 -»*"
strength against strength ; and, as n goi^pW
rest with the strongest battalions. Ger 3, * , ¡gP 
meet French, British, Russian, and Italian B pbf3' e; “ i 
sical force of one side is matchod again8 0f f® 
of the othor. True, there aro other k* (a[ ¡̂¡, y
here, again, there is the samo contost. j j
strength are matched against moral and b0
a n o r n o n  n -e r m n  n  ia  n a n o n  Trir-inorl n o  can n o  re »1 , “ .average German is as convinced as can 
in defonco of his fatherland. So aro a __ajjgai

fflB
,tio®• u  u u tu u u u  u iu  *uivuvm uiuui iin w W

never was a war to which the same 8eU . ,ed a8 '. co^U 
apply. And why not face tho fact that, n* jjygic Wv  
the German people to be, there is the san® J^vi®"1 gg o'. ¡t 
the same strength of mental and mora .g {b0 
thoir fighting that lies behind ours ? ”  I, b01 tyP.jj?
littling the forces against us ? How nl^ cl) tb0̂  ¡g y  
the long run much more profitable, «° ¡elig1 .e i 
have done with it ? But it seems that 0 ^ j0 p0t 
duced, it is next to impossible for a naa 
with intelligence.
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To Correspondents.

?:!lbJ„n°R.0BABItI1“  F ond, 1915.—Received from March 15 :

,$ ’ » ..........
. y acknowledged, £95 11s. Id.

Ben: ! T. Warwick, 103. ;
'■Smith in' „ Hickman, 2s. 6d. ; A. .

• 6d- 5 c - F. Simpson, 10s.;
.• kr >. ¡.e do n°t quite see the point of your letter—at least Count»..,, .... TT, , 1 ______ vV-, a. __ ___ , . ■ .

___  ___  ___  Received since:—
®J-S_T. Warwick, 103.; “ Jersey,”  £ 1 ; A.

A. J. Marriott, 2s. 6d. ; 
C. F . Simpson, 10s. ; F. G. Margetson, 5s

—■* miinfCern3 us' We have never hidden our hatred for 
1 tie'■ m'8-10’ nor our conviotion that the swaggering 
;/Peace of p bailed Hist ”  party constituted a real danger to 
;;!;the fir8t ui°P0- Neither have we hidden our conviction 
'-rii3'on wuand mo^  pressing duty of this country is to resist 

• 'J 9̂t Ger eneV6F h> is directed against it. But the convic- 
v’4 ua t0 tum n̂y ' s iu this War the arch-offender need not 
l̂r°Pe i ag f  iact that the general policy of all the nations of 

■■'■Sackn0 6611 *or years of such a kind as to make war 
■ "^bead a RUS Poss'hility. We have simply tried to keep 

a le n , i°  ass's*i others in doing the same. That is 
. ._ 61 head is best indicated in being alive to our 

ell as to those of other people.
taw or, ad you found the article and 

0 It is only by old
the notes on 
Freethinkers 
some of the

. „ .ug ln ^teresting. ________
i S5tsof Frr̂ i niaoenc0s that the memory of 
‘Vm bou gh t will be preserved.

derate to»1 landed to shop manager. Please try and be 
v* if n i 8 even the Bishops. The poor men must say 

y keep themselves before the public. And 
Witb011f̂  anything—as Bishops—under present circum- 

,.®ak'ng themselves ridiculous ?
V*ct lW mtedioine-men

to behave as such
; C S '
•>c,
¿ S :
■^LHht

If people will 
in the twentieth century, one must

esPeare r'l, f̂>0̂ G bas nta abandoned his project of a book 
i Until h • tbat, with other things, must remain in 
yonr armr ls.aWe to get back to work. We are pleased 

t on„ eU]ation of the Freethinker, and at the risk of

*1 ?Edi

we venture to say that its staff deserves 
13 you offer them.

3 formeff '̂13-- — ^ 33 nca *’I'me *'ba*i a bran°h of blueIn Edinburgh. Certainly, it is time, not 
' i0s,) interest û t.’ n many other places in Scotland. If 

.(t °aa to ass6iotWl^ mabe a start, we shall be pleased to
Cl14* Soci;

;  <*n to assist

1,1 ®-C. ETI’ Himitbd, office is at 62 Farringdon-street,

C '  fi.C. 0Cr‘AB S°0isiv's office is at 62 Farringdon-street, 
8etVjCes

; Bufjo/c0 National Seoular Sooiety in connection 
6 a.idressBiS , i '061 Qre required, all communications

%  ( oti<:s as possibi^® 8ecretary> Miss E ' M' Vanoo> g‘vinS
'fr 01 ‘L -  6‘
■t.vN̂ a-Btrfiot1 tbQ Freethinker should be addressed to 

' r'° ndon- E.C.
\> ^  âesdtt08aoh 61 Farringdon-street, London, E.C., 

y’ or they will not be inserted.
W 6'1'*v*Im K 'be Passanpanf wapapera would enhance the favor by 

vWp^6tatur  ̂ tb°y wish ns to call attention.
% 0> ,  6l°p^ould be sent to the Shop Manager of the 

?A«. *arrmgdon-street, London, E.C., and not to 
|%a(r

iv’ Pt6̂ y Part nf f.?rwarded direot from the publishing 
'■“s ia'A;*~Ona v*“ 0 worl3, post free, at tho following 

9- K  ue year, l 0a. 6d .; half year, 5s. 3d. ; three

;>.b
1

Personal.

V S S S « »  l T " * "vi’fe Aonnof ,aSue brings out one number 
^t-6 as’ *s nob a *^ea wbon
!\6s ¡b at-fe’ver ■ '* a^vanoe^ societies must be

trofeo3 rai inS- halve y ° nr ex‘ i  “ to nav 7 , anu probably retain most of
b .ectin exherio tlle with. I hope this at 

*be Humanitarian under 
■•h Qt if ? verv ' S. Salt; but subscriptions 

5> of as I see from the

A
tbonfifi8 annual meeting in the new 

5aly organ.

v K j11 hi
life in Pr°g rcsaivo move- 

\ i  » 3 s*  jj.v °A no reformer who is better'th hm hfio 5*18 Wnxlr ____ i_____ i_____n'h Mlk̂ boi6? of ’ ? ,Wor  ̂ bits always been based, 
'N&r o K.?'ea moment, but upon those

^ ^ ‘bglea 1q { Qlan alwaya finds regarding 
Oe baR0ic benign wisdom and sad 

oloaed a new chapter of the

records of his own folly and crime. I regard Mr, 
Salt as one of the first of British reformers.

*  *  ^
I read Mr. Moss’s article on Mrs. Annie Besant 

last week with great interest, especially as the lady 
is still living. He praises her highly, more highly 
than I should do myself, in spite of her gifts and 
graces. The most undeniable thing about her is her 
personal generosity; but I am not pressing that now. 
Some day or other, when I am writing my own 
autobiography, she will come under review in a 
spirit, I hope, as generous as her own nature. That 
she was drenched with calumny was rather a tribute 
to her character than almost anything else that can 
be conceived. As the blood of the martyrs was the 
seed of the church—which is no flimsy fancy, but an 
eternal truth in the language of metaphor— so tho 
leaders of Freethought may show the most odious 
libels upon them as testimonials to their courage, 
their purity, and their truth.

* * *
During my own Freethought work, which now 

extends a good deal over forty years, I have myself 
been acoused of nearly every orime in the Newgate 
Calendar, and some that are still out of it. The only 
accusation I escaped, I think, is that of m urder; 
but an accusation of murder necessitates the pro
duction of a corpse, and as I have certainly not 
made one yet, this accusation presents an insuper
able difficulty. Still, if everything hangs on this, I 
am willing to oblige the Christian enemy by the dis
appearance of one of their own friends; the same 
kind of evidence being considered sufficient which 
was so triumphant in the court that tried and settled 
the founder of Christianity. I dismiss this aspect 
of the case in the words of one of Shakespeare’s 
characters. Go to ! “  Shall we have incision ? Shall 
we imbrew ?” * *

Mr. Moss mentions the general circumstances of 
Mrs. Besant’s separation from her husband, and in 
a fair way generally. She was abominably treated 
in the separation from her child, but was there 
not something to be said for the husband’s side 
of the case ? When a Church parson’s wife goes 
through a country village advocating Atheism, surely 
the elements of a tragedy are present, without more 
odious accusations on either side, or from that 
“  ghastly, grim, and ancient ” public, which has dis
played its malignity at least ever since the days of 
Lucian’s Dialogues. The situation of both parties 
was intolerable and impossible.

>1« >jc *

Curiously enough, Mr. Moss emits all mention of 
Monoure Conway, who had very great influence over 
Mrs. Besant, and was her friend in many ways before 
she met Bradlaugh at all. It is not quite true that 
Mrs. Besant followed or “ succeeded”  James Thom
son, the poet, on the staff of the National Reformer. 
There was a quarrel. Thomson wrote a warm letter 
to Bradlaugh about it, and ceased to contribute. 
More need not be said now. Poets are proverbially 
irritable, and editors are proverbially haughty.

* * *
Opinions differ as to Mrs. Besant’s eloquence. Mr. 

Moss’s opinion will not be endorsed by everyone. I 
do not endorse it myself, but I cannot do more than 
say so in the present paragraph. Unfortunately, any 
oriticism of Mrs. Besant bristles with difficulties and 
dangers. Towards the end of his eighth paragraph, 
Mr. Moss pays me—yes! poor me— a most extra
ordinary compliment. As it appears in the Free
thinker, I need not reproduce it. It refers to a 
speech of mine in the Birmingham Town Hall in 
the early ages after one of the N. S. S. Conferences, 
Mrs. Besant and Mr. Bradlaugh being amongst the 
list of speakers. One cannot repel suoh a compliment, 
neither can I embrace it at the expense of old col
leagues. I leave it as and where it stands. Mr. Moss 
has a right to his own judgments, and a right to 
express them. Q w  FoqtBi



442 TH S FKEETHINKEB

Sugar Pluma,

We print in another column a letter from Mr. Harry Snell, 
Secretary of the Secular Education League, to which we 
hope some of our readers will pay prompt attention. Readers 
of the Freethinker do not need telling that the work of the 
League is of first-rate importance, and that its collapse 
would be little short of a national disaster. The constitution 
of the League is of the most catholic character, while the 
presence on its Executive of Mr. Foote and Mr. Cohen is a 
guarantee that its work is carried on with unflinching devo
tion to principle. Moreover, we feel that when once the 
War is over, the work of the League will be more urgent 
than ever. A great social reconstruction is desirable, and 
in that work the nation’s schools should be used as the 
foundation. Until the War does end, however, the Secular 
Education League will have to struggle hard for existence ; 
and while its needs are not large, they are urgent. Men do 
not die for want of a seven-course dinner, but for want of a 
crust of bread ; and that is also true of movements. Many 
of our readers can help the League, and a little timely 
assistance now will boar handsome interest in the work to 
be done in the— we hope— not very distant future.

Mr. A. Hopkins, in sending a contribution to the Presi
dent’s Honorarium Fund, writes :—

“  Your life has been a hard one. You might have chosen 
a far easier, and certainly more profitable career ; but I do 
not think that you could have filled any other position in life 
more worthily. You have given of your best ; no man could 
do more. I believe you stand higher in men’s esteem than 
you are probably aware of. Please accept my own personal 
thanks.”

To know that one has gained the esteem of honest men and 
women offers compensation for much with which the 
advocate of Freethought has to contend.

A correspondent, who does not desire, publicity, regrets 
that there is no intention of reprinting in pamphlet form 
Mr. Cohen’s articles on the “ angelic guard ” at Mona, but 
offers to subscribe towards the cost of doing so if the re
printing can bo arranged. This correspondent assures us 
that in his part of the country (West of England) the story 
is spreading with great rapidity, and he expects it to be 
used more widely after the War. Perhaps the question of 
reprinting may be worth reconsideration.

Apropos of this Mons myth, the Westminster Gazette of 
July 3 publishes the following :—

“  Four or five months since a Scottish religious magazine 
with a large circulation published a story, primarily in
tended for children, concerning Scottish soldiers praying 
together in a house surrounded by Germans. The climax of 
the story, introduced with some skill, was the opening of the 
room door by a German soldier, who, seeing the Scottish 
men praying, closed it "softly and left them. The daily 
papers throughout the country quoted the story as if it were 
actual fact and had really happened at the Front, much to 
the astonishment of the editor of the magazine.”

This is really a variant of a much older story that used to 
be a favorite with Christian Evidence lecturers. But roligion 
will never die for want of a little necessary lying.

A correspondent points out that we were not quite accurate 
in saying that in noting the deaths of Mr. Do Oaux and Mr. 
Braekstad the press avoided mentioning that they were Free
thinkers. It seems that this fact was duly and properly noted 
in the Star. We are sorry that the paragraphs in question 
escaped our notice, and so led to our doing this newspaper an 
injustice. ____

Q)Wc have received from the Truthseekcr Company (New 
York) a very handy little volume, entitled The Christian 
Mythology, by Brigham Leatherbee. The purpose of the 
book is to “ put upon the stand another witness to the Pagan 
origin of the Christian system of religion, and further 
evidence of the spurious naturo of its dogmas, ceremonies, 
and rites.” This task seems to have been very successfully 
accomplished by Mr. Leatherbee, who may be congratulated 
on having done a useful piece of propagandist work. There 
are a number of plates in illustration of the text— which 
add to its value. The volume is published at 75 cents.

" I a m  God’s representative,” says the dear, old Pope. It 
is not a unique position, for he shares the honor with so 
many other clerical gentlemen.
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Science and the B ib le .— V I.

(Continued from p. 427.)
“  The next thing we are told by this inspired jr0it.

that God created light, and proceeded to diy**?® 
darkness. Certainly, the person who wrote t*11“ «mllP"■ — J } ------  - ,1
darkness was a thing, an entity, a material e3;:S* 
mixed and tangled up with light, and that f  
light and darkness, had to he separated. In 0f 
he probably saw God throwing pieces and chunk f It. 
on one side, and rays and beams of light on the nD(jersk-; 
hard for a man who has been born but once to f t  
these things. For my part, I cannot understan j0ppt̂  
can be separated from darkness. I had a*W 
that darkness was simply the absence of light, ® Jjrl5̂  
no circumstances could it be necessary to take S.'; 
away from the light. It is certain, ho^reve’
believed darkness to be a form of matter becaU9i
in another place he speaks of a darknessL «-*Sr^

A f t e r  showing the mutual in con sisten t1®^C[P
reconcilers and the violence they do the v’r° 
Bible, Goodwin proceeds as follows t , ■d*í

1 It is evident that the bare theorybare tnemj ^
means an age or immonse geologicalje^ ^
made to yield some rather strange resu/ - “’]j each 
comes of the evening and morning of w .„insi®
ia said to have consisted? Was ea<5 
divided into two long intervals, one a , P p 
other all light ? and if so, what b e c a m e . ^ eti . 
and trees created in the third day or Pe ¡j obsdj 
evening of the fourth day (the evenings, 
precede the mornings) set in ? They ^  g3| i*>! 
through half a seculum of total  ̂ dar^ ^  yet
cheered by that dim light which the sU“ ’ ^ 0f 
pletely manifested, supplied on the m0Tn,lD̂ u  ¡^‘f :phAeiymanifested, suPpJled on Ine _  _ 
the whoh?J 3n f ? oal WoaId have completely ■ 
survived 6a p o ta b le  «cation, and yet wo b f  J  ?  
food r f ’ an<̂  was aPPointed on the sixth bsy s>- 
° °d °f man aad animals. In fact wo need ¿ V- • the >fo9i t

L U u i « u  u \J m u i u c i  i u  » v i x j r  -----  {JV>* ' n

had no such meaning, nor could ho haV ¡̂g a 
such meaning to those who first tea

theread.”*
Goodwin made it clear that 

creation as recorded in Genesis is . s 
cilablo with scienoe, and that the vai , 
to bring it into harmony was only so & 
the sand. Farther, he remarks :— aIrf 0ar

own

■ pn*“-1, v
"Physical science goes on unconcerns b̂jec®.¡¡f 

paths. Theology, the science w, L j0g, 
dealing of God with man as a moral „g 
but a shivering existence, shouldered ^  jJ0Dj0SolIl!’uUu a smvermg existence, «u u u .»-- „¿be**!  
sturdy growths of modern thought,^a„ ^  g) 1)
for the hostility which it encounters ^

For several months after the publ11̂  ^o* A.-
-i • 11 * . t----- ^nvion. _ „jflSt r̂<says and Beviews, nothing happeQed‘ . gpecjeS' T, 

were busy fighting Darwin’s Origin 7̂ reiie'f 
had not long been published, and t 3 i0} f  
busy with the same exciting topic ; eeew ¿4 
the effect of the central and ^gtL;jder ^  
masked and damped by those of a . 0gfl9? J)i(‘ 
neutral character, like Dr. 1am V^\3 
“ Education of the World,”  ^ 1C ’ j

■ «‘V A sremarks, “  looks as if it had beeniu c /rv u  u u  u  aw **-.. *■* ~ - f  * l JU *
series to disarm criticism by its bsI® , ps," u c5' 
tone. If so, it very nearly succe1aa~ • ^¡j 
too late. A force had been 10  ̂ 1°

A
iK ie. ix xorce naa oeeu w

bo recalled nor controlled- ,0rjct ^ coA, 
match was applied by Mr- ^ n
DAr.i4.lv.vn4. T4. AA^aiafod 01 “ 1°

neither
The match _____

of the Positivist. It consisted
bated to the Westminster Beview (0° Cl)0:
most advanced magazine of 
“  Neo-Christianity,”  in which the * .MB&'afitK; 
his master, Comte, the founder of * °B ¡¡¡oH ejp:F  
that Christianity was rapidly appr°a j-jjes0 J 
— v/elcomed the unexpected help 0 e ,
nf f.ho f!hnrnh Inwards its dOStrO0D^^,gjjjPof the Church towards its doetru AUfjsf , 

The title of the article, "  ^ e^ eode 0̂.flil°
singularly appropriate. It was 
a parallel with the attempts of _

^  * J ’
* G. W . Goodwin, “ Mosaic C o s m o g o n y .  ,

P- 240, , ,mh,
t A. W . Benn, History of English Retion

■•c»ai
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They used to have on exhibition at Bom6 
darkness that overspread Egypt.” — C olo n e l  i  ■
Some Mistakes of Moses (1882), pp. 22-3. P
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-Soline nWo thousand years ago to adjust and bring 
>;’e at that ¿.acd8nb fables of the Greek gods, which 
.̂ edited hfclma’ ^ 0  Christianity to-day, becoming 

‘= true tb i Srowth of knowledge and morality. 
*i!°fth ^  wr^ er attributes the extreme 
siitot8 |.8 ®ore advanoed writers, to all the con- 

:;,5c'andal° 0SBay8> which, of conrae, added to

'^rrag^.k&d gone forth from Oxford that the 
C3atrov6r<-̂  fgisored, as it could not be suppressed 

l  the artki ’• Puhlioity given to the work
- w r e la ,the Westminster Review rendered 
• ^°rd J ^ 088*^0* ®amuGf Wilberforce, Bishop 
5"S 4 viol f °n^  a t0W months previously had 

on Darwin in the Quarterly 
■:.iatDe Deri v an°kber on Essays and Reviews to 

oal> *a which he denounced the work 
infidelity, if not to atheism ” ; 

eeD0n-r®had.been “ guilty of criminal levity.” 
“ Tnfla  ̂ hitter against Professor Jowett’s 

aoj j ®rPret the Scripture like any other 
^  accoQe*Sted b̂a  ̂ Coodwin’s treatment of the 

ba*3-0 oriKiD man "  sweeps away
lam . °f inspiration and leaves no place 

, the w ‘̂ lon.” The article was well sprinkled 
ani 8 ‘‘ infideV ’ “ atheistic,”  “ false,” 

ii3hiea nl i ^ho essays described as “ full of 
¡ N obu£  8cepticisms.”
■if 'iema,virnfcd*ato effect of this onslaught was 
v 08m»..-,' . for Essays and Reviews, which was

>d fr °a evory hand, edition after edition 
PaQic be»* fhis,”  says Dr. White,—
)■> foUv ?  j' and with the usual results of panic—  

*a‘ty in*1. Eome cruelty. Addresses from clergy 
¡q °f tliom frantic with rago and fear,

k l3tianitv fhe bishops, begging them to save 
'  S c « . ' ®  Church; a storm of abuse aroso ; 

‘sWa yrsfcs were stigmatised as 1 tho seven ex-w  Q f J ,  ö ü ig a i i ib O l t J c U  d»S 611U  H U V U L l O X -

k Ctl cham,I,-. ae seven lamps of the Apocalypse,’ ‘ the 
A.-, mfilQBa not Of Christendom.' ” *■V̂ ohbifih nst'

bv Canterbury headed a deelara-
■'■i Chop's Q ^ r0hbishop of York and a long 

bift ’¿ex^®8s n̂g pain at the appearance of
8 as to the possibility of any 

ibs ^¡dV. i ’ which only made matters 
e d fha nj rp*9hioned believers deoried it as 

Ttrm v„_vf u.0Qd denounced it as irregular.
îjj1

W e'd^ ' “>00 Qf""^60 Cn‘ Lower House of
' Sw?® the an' srhury, Archdeacon Denison 

3 ‘vM a3fe « f,,'S 8 b  severity being dealt out to 
!<ct|rai3a sabe of the young who are

" n? °f thin ? ,* and thrust almost to hell by
•w Ml hoop ■ ' aQother time declaring:—
’’;*thp°a' this i„ -In any language which I ever laid 

■ incomparably the worst ; it contains
IS tn  fn rm r l in  rP/-<wi D o  i n n ’ o  A /m

v > 8>
is, r0e«itPper pr„
¿ '  Shi. bsisted US8 Convocation, Bishop Wil-¡( I g l0ly £j, UQ thfi d H f.TF ,,F r.l,/, Ckn.nl, f n nlnn.

"uile > l 18 *o be found in Tom Paine’s Age 
i ,as the additional disadvantage of
ir rr ea olergymen.” t

se of Convocation, Bishop Wil- 
1 the duty of the Church to dear 

d o T  °£?1PIioiby with men who, as he
001̂ - °-r“ ‘ ion' ,ed e  

’ I t » * «  i n
»

p. - "  «ru, creation, redemption, and 
W  Ghost.’ ”

eught to a crisis by the prose-
°f the eontributors to Essays andStv  ̂\V  ̂ , ''WUVUUUIIUIO IU JJJOQlA/yO U/fOlAJ

WMt, -L̂ Sv. tv®,i ^ y  the Bishop of Salisbury 
1 sou ĥ ' '^hiams, the other against the
X L b°th We? "
b!,*etRv7 0i a vGna6n ênoed to suspension from

;■ ■ ■ ! BQtb yffpl another clergyman; the result

anyGap- Against this sentence the 
a° d a judicial committee 

oi ’ i ah of the Lord Chancellor
S / '  aQterhn lsboP of London ; the Arch- 

8 CqQi,|. ry aud Y ork ; with some lay 
- c>thr ■ rt » » • — j j-i. - , .two Arever?ed the sentence of tho 

Sed y,:n rchbi8hop8 dissenting; Tait— 
tK^telW o the Essayists—uniting with

5  > 8 » , ^ th0 >»y3 the aSamst Mr. WihWilson was that
’ tiff^arkp^PtMne of eternal punishment,
l i id T '8*” b̂at the court had “  dismissed

ar̂ e  or/ â e. 0̂  Science (1896), vol. ii., pp. 342-3, J oClc~ * * - • • -nee, vol. ii., p. 344-5.

An alliance was now made between the more 
zealous High and Low Churchmen. Dr. Posey and 
Archdeacon Denison were among the leaders, and a 
declaration expressing belief in the verbal inspiration 
of the Scriptures and in everlasting torments was 
sent round to every clergyman in England, Wales, 
and Ireland, with a letter entreating him “  for the 
love of God ”  to sign it. It obtained eleven thousand 
signatures, “  won perhaps less by the love of God 
than by the fear of man.”  Says Mr. Benn, “  Nu
merous, however, as were the signatories, the balance 
of authority, as measured by position and learning, 
went heavily against them. Out of thirty Deans 
only eight adhered to Pusey’s declaration; out of 
forty Oxford Professors only n ine; out of twenty- 
nine Cambridge Professors only one,” * Bishop Thirl- 
wail oanstically remarking that he regarded the 
eleven thousand names headed by that of Pusey “  in 
the light of a row of figures preceded by a decimal 
point, so that, however far the series may be 
advanced, it never can riss to the value of a single 
unit.” f

The last main echo of the whole straggle was 
heard in the House of Lords, when the Lord Chan
cellor characterised the ecclesiastical aob as “  simply 
a series of well-lubrioated terms— a sentefice so oily 
and saponaceous that no one can grasp i t ; like an 
eel, it slips through your fingers, and is simply 
nothing.” ! The word “  saponaceous,”  says White, 
“ necessarily elicited a bitter retort from Bishop 
Wilberforoe,” who was known privately as “  Soapy 
Sam.”

Lord Westbnry, Chancellor of England, who played 
such a prominent part in these proceedings, died in 
1878, upon which a wit composed the following 
epitaph:—

“ Richard Baron Westbury,
Lord High Chancellor oc England.

He was an emineM Christian,
An energetic and merciful Statesman,

And a still more eminent and merciful Judge.
During his three years’ tenure of office 

He abolished the ancient method of conveying land,
Tho time-honored institution of the Insolvents’ Court, 

And
The Eternity of Punishment.

Toward the close of his earthly career.
In the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council,

He dismissed Hell with costs,
And took away from Orthodox members of the 

Church of England
Their last hope of everlasting damnation.” !

During the whole controversy, and for some time 
afterwards, says Dr. White, “ the press was burdened 
with replies, ponderous and pithy, lurid and vapid, 
vitriolic and unctuous, bnt in the main bearing tho 
inevitable characteristics of pleas for inherited 
opinions stimulated by ample endowments ”  (p. 847). 
Froude sums up the effect of these works upon the 
laymen who were neither officials in the Churoh nor 
professors of soienoe. He describes them as “ the 
professional commonplaces of a close guild, men 
holding high office in the Church, or expecting to 
hold high office there; in either case with a strong 
temporal interest in defence of the institution which 
they represent.”  He observes that the scientists, the 
historians, the educated laymen, and the clergy who 
know, are silent—

“ The professional theologians alone are loud and 
confident; but they speak in the old angry tone which 
rarely accompanies deep and wise convictions. They 
do not meet the real difficulties; they mistake them, 
misrepresent them, claim victories over adversaries with 
whom they have never crossed swords, and leap to con
clusions with a precipitancy at which we can only 
smile. It has been the unhappy manner of their class 
from immemorial tim e; tboy call it zoal for tho Lord, 
as if it were beyond doubt that they were on God’s 
side— as if serious inquiry after truth was something 
which they were entitled to resont. They treat intel
lectual difficulties as if they deserved rather to be con-

* Benn, History of nationalism, vol. ii., p. 134. 
f White, The Warfare of Science, vol. ii., p. 346-7. 
J Ibid, vol. ii., p. 347.
§ White, The Warfare of Science, vol. ii., p. 348.
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demned and punished than considered and weighed, and 
rather stop their ears and run with one accord upon 
anyone who disagrees with them than listen patiently 
to what he has to say.”*

Two years after the publication of Essays and 
Reviews, Bishop Colenso’s onslaught upon the first 
five hocks of the Bible shook the Church; and 
although it formed a very important contribution to 
the liberation of thought, it treated the subject 
more from an historical than the scientific stand
point which we are dealing with at present.

(To he continued.) W . M a n n .

Man and his Mother Earth.—II.

(Continued from p. 422.)
F i s h i n g  peoples do not necessarily feed on fish for 
preference, but because pisoatorial nutriment is most 
easily secured. The habits of primitive fisher folk 
are conditioned by their environment. They dwell 
along the river, around the lake, or near the coast. 
Their lives are less active than that of the wandering 
hunter, as they are practically chained to their fishing 
grounds and the immediate area.

We all think best in moments of repose. Free- 
thought and shoemaking— a distinctly sedentary 
occupation— are notoriously associated. To fishing 
tribes, whose opportunities for reflection are far 
more numerous than those of the active and exoited 
hunter, we may look for the beginnings of agriculture. 
Fish and vegetable foods now being found in com 
pany, a deeper attachment to the surrounding soil 
asserts itself. A larger social organism is now ren
dered possible, and the comparatively large popu
lations of the ancient lake settlements in Switzerland 
and elsewhere indicate that man’s closer connection 
with the soil enabled him to attain to a higher stage 
of evolution. The remains of these prehistoric 
lacustrine peoples prove them to have been far in 
advance of the hunting phase of development. Those 
extant races that combine fishing with agriculture 
seldom stray very far from their fields or streams ;— 

“ Stanley found along the Congo large permanent vil
lages of the natives, who were engaged in fishing and till
ing the fruitful soil, but who knew little about the country 
ten miles back from the river. These two generous 
means,of subsistence are everywhere combined in Poly
nesia, Micronesia, and Melanesia; there they are asso
ciated with dense populations, and often with advanced 
political organisation, as we find it in the feudal mon
archy of Tonga and the savage Fiji Islands.” !

There is, therefore, some connection between fisher 
life and progress. Even in those habitats where til
lage is precluded, a permanent relationship with the 
land is established, and the fishing station evolves 
into a trade centre. In British Columbia and Southern 
Alaska the various native tribes have “ portioned out 
all the land about their sea-board villages among the 
separate families or households as hunting, fishing, 
and berrying grounds.”  We here witness the incipient 
stage of private estates as these lands descend from 
generation to generation. Rent is charged to out
siders for the use of these private domains. Each 
salmon stream has its special proprietor, and his 
habitation is placed where the fish are most abundant. 
A form of feudalism has arisen in these village com
munities as the result of the rise of a class distin
guished by the possession of landed estate.

W ith pastoral peoples a still firmer bond between 
the land and the tribe is established. The distinct 
ubo which the soil now subserves aids in defining its 
frontiers. The nomad passes his summer on the soil 
which yields pasture to his flocks and herds, whil8 in 
more protected spots the scanty winter herbage must 
be sought for. His few rude sowings are made in 
spring, and he returns in the autumn from his 
summer quarters to his cultivated patch to roap 
his poor but precious harvest. Thus the sense of

* Froude, Short Studies on Great Subjects (1867), pp. 210-11. 
This was written in 1863.

f Influences of Geographic Environment, pp. 56, 57.
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landed possession becomes steadily strong0̂ 
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areas for his means of subsistence. Fronj , s;# ' 
teenth century onwards travellers have no 0 
phenomena in various parts of the Old wor 
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Sooial differentiation also develops when a 
necessary to apportion the use of partionlar ^  
the several members of the expanding er3:.; 
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lent conditions. Awider jj*' -The more primitive a people the 
.ory essential to its maintenance. -- Ÿ 
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l?®J tbo Indians living in the Hudson Bay territory 
 ̂ ’I averagod ton square miles per capita.”

^Sfioaltural life progresses, not moroly is a con
0o“ aQpply assured, but mora leisure and liberty

"!? . l i a b l e  for more exalted activities. The
’3iti0a8ra the savage are succeeded by the

; ” 3 dwellings' which form the early village
'̂ sn' 3) and from these the larger and more
!;i a'eQ̂  towns and cities have been developed.
ltW >te !n'ien8tv8 culture of the soil also permits
;,ifow th  of population, and the earth increases
C h a n c e  to the people.
■;q J a  16 American red races hunting With a. - ~

un-

________ ________ _ was com-
W S 'V  P“ mitivo husbandry. These Indians 
Oterostheir superficially tilled soil when they 
w ea.further afield in search of game, lh is  

aSriculture is Btill pursued by the
J  horkua of India, the rude races of B oi------

; t a^8’ These savages burn down a patch of
'■ soil mtilise the wood aahos as a ferfcilser ° f':rn V “" ê first season’s orop produces a fair 
¡̂u’ . the second is much poorer, and  ̂the 

V » V 00n abandoned, and the rude agrioul- 
îsdi l tresh woods for their indifferently ro-WVab 0r8,

■'■.jn if ^remunerative methods still operate 
S r i “6 Tartars of the Russian steppes. These 
v4n.“8 a*e very little more advanoed than the 
X w anP8onl«a ¿ ¿ » » » . -J  u_ m—:^-a « - - -sj r̂8 ap UODU4iU« °  uy JLttiuiuua uwu uuuu-
¡.'te anrjii°’ ,. Qt with the increase of population 
' i'e °t yield*«118 8ct0ntifio discovery, all land 

8*Pena
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îeatâ g Pe°P'es described by Tacitus two thou-
j ja  "

Jt °ip2̂ 6ld*ag generous returns for capital and 
of tkQ ’ 18 being steadily brought under the 

f i We 11301:0 intensive forms of agriculture 
:-'W, 0Ved 60 immensely valuable wherever

V e for
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"i the laWI?fconaidoring man’s close dependence 
Botto« e!il. °^ber incidental factors must

v-’ «evero T* vvnere soil and climate are aliln 
'T' bittl , e°b is imposed on agricultural pro 
>tio giu a?vanee is possible “ in the intense cole 
4% 4m  0.ria and Lapland, or the alkiline soils c;
Ik* t&in*-.. 0 Hasnian nom .no«!«» —  *'v “ ; J “ol ““ “ “a01___ J..U.UU, ui ,, made-,.v »uu the c aspian Depression, ,, t

of Mongolia and Central Arabia,
/ n > ^ d  areas as those the mhabitants^n ^
^ S ? asa beyona a backward pastoral P

to adverse aspects of ° ' imai'efoa^  also / H S 6 01: Presence of faunal or 0I
■ 5W i "'^Q whether agriculture is ac rude-
V t i ? itB advance. The almost incredible rude^ „ W n a t i - *  ■; v ''W t lft f i  - “ V i v iu i i io u  r u u i c u i u r o  1U U O -

■ 1i4atire ,jVe ^astralian races is, doubtless, in 
8timai „Qe . i'bo entire absence of any indi- 

•"tî Plite iar,trV'coabl0 for domestioation, and ol 
Squjr aQy cereal plant on their island 

Wive. niacea> however, aro constitotionallj 
fa Q teing aQ ® 8kimo never appear to have 

■ ":thn 8°eh a 6̂ r’ P°werful as the inducements 
¡•'ts ^bukeh^1.111̂ 0̂ ProoeSB* The neighboring 

witKQ\i.-Were accomplished reindee; 
V^Bt^^sinowl!.8 °b jcct lesson before them 
•>9* thj Wte tv,n 8. m° of Alaska never attempted 

^f^erinn a° lln_al. Except in a single small 
the . t̂al naQ 3r,dians were unable to tame the 

iW fo° , ^ell as economio differences entei 
W W ' In c‘ nces whioh control tho evolution 
W S)« 0̂meRf?Û  A-merica the llama and the 

prooi1 °ated in Peru, but an unfavorable 
W^thn1 5«dt, an.y farther progress. The 

N 0 a'pacn 0t "bs ioha grass ooinoided with 
¡ "lh and llama whose main food il
J S > t tast

i’jj ae absepco of any wild fodder plants 
1?°a>petiteXclusion °f ah foreign forms by the 

ed'0n *bo native bamboo grass have 
Pa8toral life from the economic his

'K N  ̂  ̂ \V}l
•• i5! ¡i8tvî 8d wUk’ ^b° anoient continents were

snitable for
r5 «me ancient oonl

« C0- fpu animal organisms
9 highest forms of pastoral hi 

1-lil X '  TbR̂ 1100’ developed in Europe, Aai 
dQh,0x> ass, horse, camel, sheep, ac 

8 evê ,08ticated in the Eastern Work 
y reason to believe that all tr

most advanced agricultural peoples of Eurasia and 
Africa have passed in their upward progress through 
pastoral stages of life.

Yet we cannot ignore tho contributions of tho 
American races to agriculture. Both the soil and 
climate of the two Western Continents were, in 
the main, very favorable to tillage. The potato, 
various corn plants, including maize ; pumpkins and 
beans, among others, must all be remembered to their 
credit. All these plants were easily sown and har
vested :—

“ Hence many Indian tribes, while showing no trace 
of pastoral development, combined with the chase a 
semi-nomadic agriculture ; and in a few districts, where 
geographic conditions had applied peculiar pressure, 
they had accomplished the transition to sedentary agri
culture.”

It is sometimes assumed that with the progress of 
human life man becomes steadily independent of the 
land-surface on which he dwells. That the very 
reverse of this is nearer the truth, the following 
facts will amply prove. For while every movement 
towards a completer civilisation has coincided with 
a progressiva lessening of the amount of land 
essential to the subsistence of the individual, it 
has, at the same time, necessitated a constantly 
deepening connection between man and his material 
surroundings. Other things equal, the quantity of 
land available to each unit of the community de
creases with every increase in population, and with 
every invention that intensifies the utility of any 
available resource. T. P. PalMe b .

(To be concluded.)

Correspondence.

THE FUTURE OF THE SECULAR EDUCATION  
LEAGUE.

TO THH EDITOR OF “  THE FREETHINKER.”
Sir,— The increased cost of living and the multitude of 

appeals for special objects connected with the War, have 
caused many of those who have regularly supported pro
gressive organisations to withdraw their subscriptions, with 
the result that the very existence of societies whose work 
is of great and abiding value to the community is thus im
perilled. Among them is the Secular Education League.

The League has now been in existence for eight years, and 
it represents tho first systematic attempt to link together all 
who believe that religion Bhould not be taught to children by 
the State and at the public expense, and its success has been 
most encouraging. On its Executive Committee, which has 
always worked together most cordially and with a single 
purpose in view, there are two Anglican clergymen, three 
Nonconformist ministers, several eminent politicians and 
Freethinkers like Mr. Cohen and Mr. Foote. Before the 
beginning of the War, more than three hundred clergy 
and ministers were members of the League, and on its 
General Council there were such stimulating names as 
Frederic Harrison, Israel Zangwill, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, 
W. M. Rossetti, Graham Wallas, Professor J. S. Mackenzie, 
the Right Rev. Bishop Mitchinson, and the late Mr. George 
Meredith.

The work of the League has already justified its existence; 
for not only has it pat the case for Secular Education before 
many thousands of people in this country, but it has become 
the parent of similar organisations in Victoria and New South 
Wales, while in New Zealand its literature played a con
spicuous part in the victory for Secular Education which 
was won at the elections in December last. With so much 
to its credit, there is no reason to doubt that the League has 
before it a great future whenever the question of State re
ligious teaching again comes before the English Parliament.

The expenses of the League have been severely curtailed 
to meet the present difficulties, but in order to recover the 
losses on current subscriptions, and to enablo tho League to 
sustain its activities during the coming year, a sum of up
wards of £100  will bo necessary, and it would be a great 
encouragement to the Committee if readers of the Freethinker 
would assist in this effort by special donations, or, better 
still, by subscribing to tho League as members. Those 
who are able to do so should send direct to mo at the 
League’s office at 19 Buckingham-street, London, W.G. The 
amount of tho subscription to the League is quite voluntary, 
and begins as low as one shilling.— II. Snell, Secretary.
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SU N D A Y  L E C TU R E  NOTICES, Etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must roach ua by first post on Tuesday 
and be marked “  Lecture Notice ” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
Outdoor.

B ethnal G reen B ranch N . S. 8 . (Victoria Park, near the 
Bandstand) : 3.15, Debate between Messrs. Quin and Gallagher, 
“ The Existence of God ” ; 6.15, Mr. Gallagher, a Lecture.

Camberwell B ranch N. 8 . S. (Brockwell Park) : 6, R . H. 
Bo3etti, a Lecture.

K ingsland B ranch N. S. S. (corner of Ridley-road): 7.30, 
W. Davidson, “ ‘ Is Visions About ?’ ”

N orth L ondon B banch N. S. S. (Finsbury Park) : 11.15, Miss 
Rough, a Lecture. Parliament Hill: 3.15, a Lecture. Regent’s 
Park : 3.15, Miss Kongh, a Lecture.

W est H am B ranch N . 8 . 8 . (outside Maryland Point Station, 
Stratford, E . ) : 7, J. J. Darby, a Lecture.

LATEST N. 8 . 8 . BADGE.—A single Pansy 
flower, size as shown ; artistic and neat design 
in enamel and silver ; permanent in color; has 
been the means of making many pleasant 
introductions. Brooch, Stud fastening, or 
Scarf-pin, post free in Great Britain, 9d. each. 
Exceptional value. Only limited number in 
stock.—From Mis3 E. M. Vance, General 

Secretary, N. 8 . S., 62 Farringdon-street, London, E.O. 
N.B.—Note compulsory slight advance in price3.

PROPAGANDIST LEAFLETS. New Issue. 1. Christianity a 
Stupendous Failure, J. T. Lloyd; 2. Bible and Tcetotalism, J. M. 
Wheeler; 3. Principles of Secularism, O. Watts; 4. Where Are 
Your Hospitals t R. Ingersoll. 5. Because the Bible Tells Me 
So, W . P. Ball; 6. Why Be Good? by G. W . Foote. The 
Parson’s Creed. Often the means of arresting attention and 
making new members. Price 6d. per hundred, post free 7d. 
Epecial rates for larger quantities. Samples on receipt of 
stamped addressed envelope.—Miss E , M. Vance, N. S. S. 
Secretary, 62 Farringdon-street, London, E.O.

C H A R L E S
THE LATE

B R A B L A U G H , M .P .

A Statuette Bust,
Modelled by Bnrvill in 1881. An excellent likeness of the great
Freethinker. Highly approved of by his daughter and intimate 

colleagues. Size, 6J ins. by 8f  ins. by 4J ins.
Plaster (Ivory Finish) ... ... 3 /-

Extra by post (British Isles): One Bust, 1/ -;  two, 1/6.

T he Pionbep. Pp.ess 61 Farringdon-street, London, E .C .; or, 
Miss E. M. Vancb, Secretary, N. S. S.

All Profits to be devoted to the N. S. S. Benevolent Fund,

A m e r i c a ’ s  F r c e t h o u g h t

S E E » 1'I H 8  T R O T H
FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT, 
CINUED BY E. M. MACDONALD, pCONTINUED

0*0»0*

5.00

r

G. e 7 MACDONALD
L. K . WASHBURN ... . . .  . . .  E w iosU i

Subscription R ates.
Bingla subscription in advance 
Two new subscribers ... —
One subscription two years in advance 8SUu-

To all foreign countries, except Mexico, 50 cento I;e ^ .y t; 
Subscriptions for any length of time under a „

25 cents par month, may bo begun at '''
Freethinkers everywhere, are invited to send fo* ‘  

which are free,
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, ks :i 

Publishers, Dealers in Freethooght »  U 
62 Vises SiaMi-

D e t e r m i n i s m  o r  F r e e

B y € . COH EN.

lim ed, by the Secular Societyi

A clear and able exposition 
the only adequate light—the light of e

of »•

CONTENTS.
I. The Question Stated.—II. “  Freedom

and ..ffd1'

- I V .
Consciousness, Deliberation, and Choie.«. *n _v

4
00 US'

Conseqnonces of Determinism.—V. Fro£e2aor , Iatjj,
The N ataf " ctor, - vDilemma of Determinism.”— VI. * -----  ,,

of Responsibility.—VII. Determinism and Chat ^
Problem in Determinism.—IX. EnCton ^

P R I C E  O N E  S H I L L I N G  N
(P o s t a g e  25.)

T he P ioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon-atree*'

T H E S E C U L A R
(LIMITED)

S O C I E T Y

Company Limited by Quaranta,

Beyistered Office— G2 FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, ÏÏ.O, 

Chairman of Board of Directors— Me , G. W. FOOTS,

Secretary— Miss E. M. VANGS.

This Society was armed la 1898 to afford legal security to the 
acanisition and application of funda for Secu'ar purposes.j±_. _ < » .4 _...a:_____ a a _*.i_ _r. iLThe Memorandum of Asaooiation sets forth that the Society's 
Objects are :—To promote the principle that human conduct 
should be based upon natural knowledge, and not upon super
natural belief, and that human welfare in this world is the proper 
end of all thought and action. To promote freedom of inquiry. 
To promote univor3al Secular Education. To promote the com
plete secularisation of tbe State, etc., etc. And to do all each 
lawful things as are conducive to such objects, Also to have, 
hold, receive, and retain any sums of money paid, given, devised, 
or bequeathed by any person, and to employ the same for any of 
the purposes of the Society.

The liability of members ia limited to £1, in case the Society 
should ever be wound up and the assets ware insufficient to oover 
liabilities— a moat unlikely contingency.

Members pay an entrance fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent 
yearly subscription of five shillings.

The Society has a oonsidorable.number of members, but a much 
larger number la desirable, and it ia hoped that Borne will be 
gained amongst those who read this announcement. Ail who join 
it participate in the oontrol of its business and the trusteeship of 
its resources. It is expressly provided in tbe Articles of Associa
tion that no member, as such, shall derive any sort of profit from 
the Sooiatv, either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in 
any way whatever.

The Society's affairs are managed by an elected Board of 
Directors, consisting of not leas than five and not more than 
twelve members, one-third of whem retire (by I; allot) each yerr,

but are capable of ra-eleotion. An 
members must be held in London 
now Direotors

Being a duly CÛ IOilDiQU wvuj j — 
can receive donations and bequests 
Those who are in a position to do

4 lh .
to refat be held in London, tOun0ine03 ¿Pj 

s, and transact any other b * ^ .  ;; £
ily registered body, the jtj, ¡j ianrl beQUeStS ^

00_________ _ ^
Those who are in a position to <W Bg0cieU’e>9fprif;.; 
donations, or to insert a bequest in ‘b e »  eli6̂ teB P e 
wills. On ibis point there need not be “bpaa0̂ 3' ’ 
It is quite impossible to set aside such j- - nt -« ■< 
have no option but to pay them over :
« Mn of _v,

l-',

.  f~ J  -------  KID“
administration. No objection ol any y/bicb 
connection with any of the wills W  
already been benefited. Tlitpci 3

The Society's solicitors are Messrs. ^
Rood-lane, Fenohurch-street, London, • ^

A Form of Bequest.—Tbe following 
bequest for insertion in the wills of ¡ted, J j f P  
“  bequeath to the Secular Society. L j a 1 - ,h 
“  free from Legacy Duty, and 1 direc goCiet^e

WaK

JLJLOD 1 U U Ü  U U g H U J  | ---- J.MSO J
two members of the Board of the sa .¡¡y 0 a 

good discharge W n“  thereof shall be 
“  said Legacy.

or

(if desired) treat it "as strictly ooai[ ^ eg‘' ^  '„e 
but it is advisable, as wills Bom? “ 5 . -  cO&V 
their oontenta have to bo establish6
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U îlO N ^ L  S E C U Î i A R  S O C I E T Y ,
t Pi’osidont : Q. W. FOO ( E.

>,iJy •’ Misa B. M, Vangs, G2 Farrïngdôn-st., London, S.O.

¡w Principles and Üfejects.
y u*I3M holies that conduct should be base on reason 

It knows nothing of divine guidance or 
kCe ^  deludes supernatural hopes and fears , i 

t-^^Ppinesa as man’s proper aim. and utility as “ 1S

affirms that Progress is only possible through 
?’ 1,111011 is at once a right and a duty ; and therefore 

W Î  t6II|ove evory barrier to the fullest equal freedom of 
Stall a-Ctio11' aa^ speech.

» ¡¿T* ® 1 folates that theology is condemned by reason 
H it  tious’ an3 by experience as mischievous, and 
Stosi.as i'be historic enemy cf Progress.

accordingly seeks to dispel superstition ; to 
'■:& • Qtca4iou ! to disestablish religion ; to rationalise 
^ a l J 0,,pïom°te peace ; to dignify labor; to extend 
M ^ - b e i n g  ; and to realise the self-government of

j h ^  M soïbefsM p. .
viiLv?0» is eligible as a member on signing the 

l ^aclaraticm ^-
'i .  ®te 4a join the National Secular Society, and !  
VtàJ?®11' if admitted as a member, to oo-operata in

“gda objects,"

,tt" ---------. . _________ _______ ~

______ .r r . r . r . . . .......... .........................................
°> a «on  -------------------- ------------------------------------ -

îjjj ** ■«•«.«.« day of...........................
i jj^iaration should be transmitted to the Secretary■ 5~K°Botlption,

S i ' S ? »  Minimum of Two Shillings per year, every 
a‘iH6to‘s left to fix his own Bubsoription according to 

and interest in the oause

S w J m ^  Practical Objasts.
»  f f ^ i o n  of Bequests to Secular or other Freo- 
•-1V  nl0-“1?3’ *or fbo maintenance and propagation of 

„ ûî°ns on matters of religion, on the same 
StlaE  aPPly to Christian or Theistio churches or

u11 oi tlao Blasphemy Laws, In order that 
•S o) fiV Q canvassed as freely as other subjects, with- 

imP«sonment. , „  .
lt'^a in r? ,sbnaent and Disendowmont of the State 
'■ Scotland, and Wales.
iju'Vs 11 °f all Religious Teaching and Bible Reading 
^  * °fber educational establishments supported

t:hten anj11̂  ail endowed educational institutions to the 
°* a11 classes alike.

^  t?u °* ail laws interfering with the freo  ̂use 
.purP°Be of culture and recreation ; ana the 

( 01 S4a,<Q ami Municipal Museums, Libraries,

^¿1$ce in,, tho Marriage Laws, especially to seonro 
- of s- sfcana and wife, and a reasonablo liberty

, V A h k i ? 0 «« the legal status of men and women, so 
iotooy ^ be independent of sexual distinctions. 

> t & e e C ° l ohilil*em from all forms of violence, and
|\^8 l&bor, thoae wh° would make a profit 0Ut °*th6
'!'â ?  B«i°! all hereditary distinctions and privileges,

51114 antagonistic to justice and human

by all just and wise means of the con- 
v ; :C  OaÎ «*• tor the masses of the people, especially 

ÎÏ13a' where insanitary and inoommodious 
<n a Want of open spaces, canse physical

■ vit(i(^otjCab Sili and the deterioration ol family life._
Uior j  \ tka ri§ht and duty of Labor to organise

'-u.1;- t a J *  ccc,nomical advancement, and of its 
*>» fc^4ktion0ti°5 in nnch combinations. .

ÎÏ trcai.iV° 4 41le idea of Reform for that of Punish- 
‘- .• S i S s  of v nt oi criminals, so that gaols may no 

Ih ïO  9bvaiiV l! ali3a4l0u, or even of mere detention, 
&8li<>fa! ’ *n4ehectual, and moral elevation for 

Æ V . S  of ivT with anti-social tendencies.
-v.5 ̂ 6  tlB . ‘be moral law to animals, so as to scoure 

«Î >tioa T? ®? 4 and legal protection against cruelty. 
X S t t o i  ̂ aco between nations, and the substi- 

a *oi War in the settlement of mter-

FREETHOUGHT PUBLICATIONS.

Liberty and Necessity. Ao argument against 
Free Will and in f&vor of Moral Causation. By David, 
Hume. 82 pages, price 2d., postage Id.

The Mortality op the Soul. By David Hums. 
With an Introduction by G. W. Foote. 16 pages, price Id., 
postage id.

A n  E s s a y  o n  S u ic id e . B y David H am a. W ith  
an Historical and Critical Introduction by G, W. Foote, 
price Id., postage id.

From Christian Pulpit to Secular Platform. 
By J. T. Lloyd. A History of his Mental Development. 
60 pages, price Id., postage Id.

The Martyrdom op Hypatia. By M. M, Manga- 
sarian (Chicago). 16 pages, price Id., postage id.

The Wisdom op the Ancients. By Lord Bacon. 
A beautiful and suggestive composition. 88 pages, reduced 
from Is. to 8d., postage Id.

A Refutation op Deism. By Percy Bysshe 
Shelley. With an Introduction by G. W. Foote. 82 pages, 
price Id., postage -J-d.

Life, Death, and Immortality. By Percy Bysshe 
Shelley. 16 pages, price Id., postage id.

Why Am I an Agnostic ? By Col. R. G. Ingersoll. 
24 pages, price Id., postage id.

Bible Studies and Phallic Worship. By J. M.
Wheeler. 186 pages, price Is. 6d., postage 2d.

Utilitarianism. By Jeremy Baniham. An Impor
tant Work. 32 pages, price Id., postage id .

The Mistakes op Moses. By Col. R. G. Ingersoll. 
Only Complete Edition. Beautifully printed on fine 
paper. 136 pages. Reduced to 6d., postage 2id.

The Essence of Religion. By Ludwig Feuerbach. 
“ All theology is anthropology.” Büchner said that “ no 
one has demonstrated and explained the purely human 
origin of the idea of God better than Ludwig Feuerbach.” 
78 pages, price 6d, postage Id.

The Code op Nature. By Denis Diderot. Power
ful and eloquent. 16 pages, price Id., postage id.

Biographical Dictionary op Freethinkers— 
Of All Ages and Nations. By Joseph Mazzini Wheeler, 
355 pages, price (reduced from 7s. 6d.) 3s., postage 4d.

A Philosophical Inquiry Concerning Human 
L iberty. By Anthony Collins. With Preface and Anno
tations by G. W . Foote and Biographical Introduction by 
J. M. Wheeler. One of the strongest defences of Deter
minism ever written. Cloth, I s . ; paper, 6d., post Id.

Defence op Freethought. By Col. R. G. Ingersoll. 
64 pages, price 2d., postage Id.

Rome or Reason ? A Reply to Cardinal Manning. 
By Col. R. G. Iugeisoll. 48 pages, price Id., postage Id.

The Gods. An Oration by Col. R. G. Ingersoil. 
48 pages, price 2d., postage Id.

D o I Blaspheme ? ¿Vn Oration by Col. R. G.
Ingersoll. 32 pages, price Id., postage id .

P A M P H L E T S  BY C. C O H EN .

An Outline op Evolutionary Ethics. Price 8a., 
postage Id.

Socialism, Atheism, and Christianity. Price id.,
postage id.

Christianity and Social Ethics. Price id.,
postage id.

Pain and Providence. Price Id., postage id.
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F L O W E R S  OF F R E E T H O U G H T .
By O'. F 0 0 T E .

FIRST SERIES.
F ifty -O n e  A r t ic le s  and Essays on a V a r ie ty  o f  F ree though t Top'cS 

302 pp., Cloth, 2s. 6d., postage 3d.

SECOND SERIES.
F if ty -E ig h t Essays and A r t ic le s  on a fu r th e r  v a r ie ty  o f  F ree thought

302 pp., Cloth, 2s. 6d., postage 3d.

These two volumes contain much of the Author's best and raciest writings-
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P I O N E E R  P A M P H L E T S

Now being issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.

No. I_BIBLE AND BEER. By G. W. Foote.
FORTY PAGES— ONE PENNY.

Postage: single copy, $d .; G copies, l j d . ; 18 copies, 3d.; 26 copies 43. (parcel p1

No. II_DEITY AND DESIGN. By C. Cohen.
(A Reply to Dr. Alfred Russel Wallace.)

THIRTY-TW O PAGES— ONE PENNY.

■ost)>

Postage: Single copy, Jd. ; G oopies, l jd . ; 18 copies, 2Jd. ; 2G copies, 4d. (parcel P

No. Ill_MISTAKES OF MOSES. By Colonel Ingersoll.
THIRTY-TW O PAGES— ONE PENNY. i post)’

Postage: Single oopy, |d.; G oopies, l j d . ; 18 copies 2Jd.; 26 copies, 4d. (parC

a d v ahce
Special Terms for Quantities for Free Distribution or to

Societies.
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