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The writer adds that “ the considered statement” of
such a man as Dr. Horton “is not to be lightly set
aside.”

Now, bear in mind that Dr. Horton spoke of his
“bo many witnesses,” the Vicar of All Saints wrote
his story with the “faked ” evidenoa of anonymous
officers, and the Guardian writer gave his tale of
hearing it from a number of men in “awed tones,”
before Mr. Machen wrote and claimed to have origi-
nated the story. His version had appeared eight
months before as a casual newspaper article, and
it was not expected that it would be recalled. Mr.
Maohen’s claim disposed of the whole story. And let
this be borne in mind, none of these people who
professed first-hand evidence of the truth of the
angelic vision have challenged Mr. Machen’s olaim
to have oreated the legion of angels “out of his own
head.” The Vicar of All Saints has not produced
the letters, the Guardian writer has not brought for-
ward his informants, Dr. Horton has remained equally
reticent. Toputthe matter in a nutshell, Mr. Machen
told them all that when they claimed to have evidenoe
for the truth of the story they were romancing—
some would say lying. The story belonged to him,
and no evidenoe existed. And since the exposure
none of the parties implicated have pretended that
any proof does exist.

The Evening Neivs of June 21 says that Mr. Machen
“proved to have wriH"H”titteFTBah he knew, for
various witnesses—officers and men who took part
in the retreat—came forward to testify to seeing
the vision which Mr. Maohon had imagined.” Not
so. No one has come forward. All that happened
was that Dr. Horton, and the vioar, and the Guardian
writer said they had heard it from officers and men,
and all this before Mr. Machen made public the fact
that he invented it. They have not said so since. Not
one of them has offered any pnblio apology for having
treated the public to all this manufactured evidenoe.
And, curiously enough, no one seems to think that
they ought to have done so. If the same kind
of exposure had taken place in politics there
would have been a demand far an apology. In
the case of the clergy no surprise is expressed. It
is a fine commentary upon the ethical spirit induced
by Christian practice.

When a report of Dr. Horton’s sermon appeared,
Mr. Machen called upon Dr. Horton, and told him
that he (Mr. Machen) had invented the whole thing.
Dr. Horton did not oontest the statement. He said
nothing about his own possession of evidenoe. W hat
he did say was this —

“1 was the more particularly disposed to believe in
the story of the angelic apparition during the retreat
from Mons, from what | myself heard from an Army
reader. He told me that all those who were in that
retreat were changed men. They had all prayed, and
they had all felt a sense as of spiritual uplifting; and
so the tale seemed to mo congruous with their experi-
ence.”

Observe that “ the story repeated by so many wit-
nesses,” that their number commands credence, is
reduced to an unnamed ““ Army reader "—someone
who is in the same line of business as Dr. Horton;
that is, if ho exists at all. And he said nothing what-
ever aboiLt an angelic apparition. All he is alleged to
have said is that “all the men..... were ohanged
men "—which is not true, but whioh might mean
anything or nothing. Their feelings were quite



418

&congruous with their experiences.” With what
experiences ? The only experience in question is the
angelic vision. All this—probably imaginary—Army
reader said was that the men were “ changed.” The
story of “ so many witnesses ” testifying tc the cloud
of angels, with the German horses stampeding, was
a pure invention on the part of Dr, Horton. There
is no other conclusion probable. A more deliberate
falsehood was never concocted.

But it is not to be expected that even Mr. Arthur
Machen’s complete exposure of the whole story will
prevent Dr. Horton—and other clergymen—repeating
it.  The clergy are many, and the people who
tell the truth and who love the truth, are few. So,
in an article published four days after Mr. Machen’s
exposure, Dr. Horton writes that when—

“ soldiers, and officers who were in the retreat from
Mons, say that they saw a batch of angels between
them and the enemy, and that the horses of the German
cavalgl stampeded, and that thus our troops were saved
from destruction, no thoroughly modern man is foolish
enough to disbelieve the statement or to pooh-pooh the
experience as hallucination.”

Observe, once more, that in the interview with Mr.
Machen, Dr. Horton said nothing about these soldiers
and officers. Then his only evidence—unproduced—
was an unnamed Army reader. Left to himself, and
some days afterwards, he again resurrects the officers
and soldiers—still without giving their names. And
| should not be at all surprised, if Dr. Horton and
other clergymen go on repeating the story, that some
witnesses will eventually be found. Consider how
many witnesses were found in support of the passage
of a hundred thousand Russians through England
last September. They were seen and spoken to all
over England. And it is quite as easy to see a legion
of angels as a Russian Army—if people are so dis-
posed. Of course, Dr. Horton might set suspicion
at reBt by producing the names of responsible indi-
viduals who saw the angels. But possibly his fine
spiritual sense would shrink from subjecting a
miracle to so mundane a test.

The Vicar of All Saints, Clifton, who published the
story, says he has “ been told that it is my duty to
make public the names and ranks of the officers
referred to ” ; but, he adds, “1 am not prepared to
produce irresistible proof of the truth of these state-
ments, given in good faith by officers and men who
were eye-witnesses of what they relate ; to me it
seems a matter of comparatively small importance
whether it happened so or not.” That is quite the
right note—the Christian note; one may add, the
historic Christian note. It is no importance what-
ever whether the statements made are true or not.
The important thing is that they should bs stated as
truth, and that people should accept them as such.
And the vicar closes his defence by saying that “ we
live more or less in an atmosphere of unbelief, and
we are bound to take precautions to protect our-
selves.” That covers everything, and it explains
everything. The miraole at Mons is precisely on the
lines of the other miracles by which the Christian
Church has been supported. Credulity on the one
side and cunning on the other. “ Evidence ” deli-
berately concocted to support Christian claims, and
unblushing assurance when exposure is threatened.
In other walks of life, if people are not ashamed of
lying, they have at least the grace to bo ashamed of
being found out. The clergy appear to lack even this
redeeming quality—poor as it is. “We must proteet
ourselves ” 1 | do not say that the clergy would not
prefer honest methods of defence if they were pos-
sible; but it is evident that if these are not avail-
able, other methods are not held in contempt.

C. Cohen.

The Cleansing Power of War.

The pulpit seems to have exhausted itself on the
subject of Prussian Materialism. Possibly it has, at
last, learned how utterly absurd its attitude was;
how completely the facts discredited its assertions ;
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reverend Canon seeks to comfort us with the assur-
ance that when this heart-searching discipline of the
nations is complete, God will intervene, and every
individual shall be different, because all will have
become almost perfeot through suffering! Was ever
such unmitigated nonsense indulged in before, even
in the name of God? If there were a God, he
would hide his face for very shame on hearing such
undiluted trash uttered on his assumed authority,
and utterly disown such traducers of his holy char-
acter. Canon Tyrwhitt’s temerity knows no check.
It is undeniable that all the wars of the past did
religion more harm than good. The Franco-Prussian
War of 1870 regenerated neither Prussia nor Franoe,
and ultimately the Churches lost much more than
they gained. The same thing is true of the recent
South African War, as well as of every other war of
which we have record. But this War is going to be
an exception to all its predecessors. Here are Canon
Tyrwhitt’s confident words on the subject:—

“When the War closed they would not return to the
old England as it was. England would never again be
the England it was before August, 1914. To-day,
England was greater and purer thau it had ever been
before, and it would be even greater in the future.”

As soon as the War is over the British people will
have beoome “almost perfect through suffering.”
Such, we are told, is the cleansing power of war.
The Bishop of London is somewhat more modest in
his expectations. Even God, he tells us, cannot
have his own way in everything. His omnipotence
is simply a theological dream whioh has never been
fulfilled in history. He can only get out of each age
the morality of whioh the age is naturally capable,
and he has always been obliged “to let his people
choose the Gospel of the Second Best.” Even the
discipline of war never bears the fruit it ought to
bear. We both pity and despise the Bishop’s God;
and we are satisfied that the cleansing power of war
exists only in the religious imagination. It is as
intangible and unverifiable as Dr. Horton’s angels.

J. T. Lloyd.

The Sea and Literature.

N The multitudinous seas.”—Shakespeabe.

*“ O fair, green-girdled mother.”—Swinburne.

“Who shall put forth on thee,

Unfathomable sea.”—Shelley.

At a time when the British Navy is scouring the seas
in battle array, it is curious to reflect that until a few
years ago we never had apoet of tho sea in the sense
that we have had poets of chivalry, of love, and of
tho delight of battle. Let anyone recall tho epics and
romances, tho narrative verse, the dramas, songs,
sonnets, odes and lyrics that our poets have left
us, and let him ask how muoh of this enormous
amount of poetry has been written to glorify tho
sea, or to oolebrato the romance of a sailor’s life.

The sea, doubtless, has always come into English
poetry. From the far-off days of Cynewulf onwards,
the poets have never been able to forget it for long.
But it is to men of the nineteenth century that we
must inoline our ears for intimate language of the
sea, and for its imagery too. And fine sea poetry
has invariably been written by landsmen. Sailors’
chanties are delightful nonsense, in whioh the sea-
voyage is but a means to an inglorious end—usually
a dockside publio-house or a light-of-love. The two
English poets who had a real acquaintance with the
sea were William Falconer and Thomas Lodge, both
of whom were seafaring men. Falconer’s Shipwreck
is more Johnsonian than briny, and Lodge’s master-
piece was Bosalynde, whioh is as nautioal as As You
Like It.

Among the great sea-poets, is he who perished in
the sea. In Shelley we oome very near fathoming the
spirit of tho soa. “ Measureless,” “ unresting,” “tre-
mendous,” * false,” are some of Shelley’s impressions
of the ocean. The “ deaf sea,” tho “homeless sea,”
tho “abandoned sea,” are a few descriptions of the
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power which was to claim him at the last. Shelley’s
imagery is well-nigh perfect; we oan hear the sea as
his lines attack our memory. Who would not linger
with the poet:—
“ Where the pebble-paven shore,
Under the quick, faint kisses of the sea,
Trembles and sparkles as with ecstasy.”
Listen to this magnificent passage from The Ode to
the West Wind:—
*“ Far below,
The sea-blooms and the oozy woods, which wear
The sapless foliage of the ocean, know
Thy voice, and suddenly qr:ow grey with fear,
And tremble and despoil themselves.”
Shelley from the first seemed destined by the sea for
its own. From his boyhood he loved to watoh the
drifting of paper boats down a stream, and thought
that drowning would be a beautiful death. Three
times he escaped shipwreok, but the sea and the
ships absorbed him with a fatal fascination. His
first wife sought the same mode of death whioh
at last fell upon the poet. Shelley prophesied his
own death, though few have notioed it. In Julian
and Maddalo he makes Maddalo, who was intended
for his friend, Byron, address to him a jesting
warning:—
“ You were ever still
Among Christ’s flock a perilous infidel—
A wolf for the meek lambs.”
And the warning concludes:—
“ Beware if you can’t swim.”
The recurrence of this thought in Shelley’s poetry is
singular. The last lines in Adonais might be read as
an anticipation of his own death by drowning. In
Alastor we read —
“ A restless impulse urged him to embark
And meet lone death on the drear ocean’s waste.”
The superb Odeto Liberty closes on the same pathetic
note:—

“ As waves, which lately paved his watery way,

Hiss round a drowner's head in their tempestuous play.”

The Stanzas Written in Dejection echo the same
thought:—

“ And | might feel in the warm air
My cheek grow cold, and hear the sea
Breathe o’er my dying brain its last monotony.”
In adirge written in 1817 he gives vent to the idea:—
“ That time is dead for ever, child—
Drowned, frozen, dead for ever.”

But above all English poets, Algernon Swinburne
is the poet of the sea. His love of ocean is not merely
sensuous. That delight he has rendered wonderfully
in his Tristram of Lyonesse :—

“ He watched the dim sea with a deepeninP 3mile,
And felt the sound and savor and swift flight
Of waves that fled beneath the fading light
And died before the darkness, like a song
With harps between and trumpets blown along.”

His finest sea pieces are born, not of sensuous
enjoyment, but of imaginative insight and sympathy.
None has so vividly rendered the magic of the dawn
breaking over the rippled deep, or the terrors of the
trumpets of the night. Among the cruellest abstrac-
tions of the oosmos he exults; he drinks the ether of
space as men drink wine.

Byron was a famous swimmer, and his apostrophe
to the ocean in Childe Harold’s Pilgrimage has the
right ring about it:—

“ His steps are not upon thy paths—thy fields

Are not a spoil for him—thou dost arise

And shake him from thee ; the vile strength he wields
For earth's destruction thou dost all despise,
S(E)urnlng him from thy bosom to the skies,

And send’st him, shivering in thy playful spray,
And howling to his gods, where haply lies

His petty hope in some near port or bay,

And dashest him again to earth ; there'let him lay.”

Certainly the sea in storm makes tho best poetry,
and from those in peril on the deep the imagination
turns naturally to the watching and waiting sufferers
at home. Henry Kendal, in a pathetio poem, sums
up the agony of such a vigil—

“ | am watchin bﬁa pano,
Darkened with the gusty rain—
Watching through a mist of tears,
Sad with thoughts of other years,
For a brother I did miss
In a stormy night like this.”
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But of the wreckage of the grey morning ff
storm, few have written more tenderly than
Kingsley:—

“ Oh! is it weed, or fish, or floating hair?—
A tress of golden hair,
A drowned maiden's hair,
Above the nets at sea !
Was never salmon yet that shone so fair
Among the stakes of Dee.
They rowed her in across the rolling foam—
The cruel, crawling foam,
Tho cruel, hungry foam,

To her grave beside the sea.
But still the boatmen hear her call the cattle no *

Across the sands of Dee.”
a staft

Tennyson’s sea-pioturos would make
themselves:—
1 The plunging seas draw backward from the land
Their moon-led waters white.
Listening now to the tide in its broad-flung shipwc

>
Nowr?(g71 rthe scream of a maddened beach dragged
by the waves.

Crisp foam-flakes scud along the level sand,
Jorn from the fringe of spray.”

Coleridge, despite the “sunless sea” of
and The Ancient Mariner, was too prone to re?,
in the presence of the ocean. Wordsworth bid3

" ARG elanE FRSRRBIOR MR O thE o,

treasure of magic,” b Werlaraahidh e could, #a0-
withi the oikeadungisl 0f ma gargeaus farey.  ines
splendid use of this, as in his ever-memorable
Like stout Cortez, when with eagle eyes
He stared at the Pacific—and all nis men
Looked at each other with a wild surmise
Silent, upon a peak in Darien.”

%S
In other words he speaks of the ooean’s “Pf
tion round earth’s human shores,” and of “.jJ*
seas in faery lands forlorn.” In Matthew Af” ff
find the low Virgilian cry, the sense of tear& d30)
things, that sobs in undertone through bi3
verse:—
“ Listen ! P/OU hear the grating tea
Of pebbles while the waves draw back a
At their return up the high strand,

Begin and cease, and then again begin.
With tremulous cadence slow, and bring <

The eternal note of sadness in.” mtisid®1*
Among Rossetti’s shorter poems the

anoholy Sea Limits:— ”
“ Consider the sea’s listless chime

ocoupies a prominent plaoe, but one 0

contains the memorable lines . —
“From this wave-washed mound
Unto the farthest flood-brim look with me* wDd
Then reach on with thy thought till it uad
Miles and miles distant though the last n e »
And though thy soul sails leagues and leag more &' gO

te8)

Still, leagues beyond those leagues, there \8
There is a ohoioe of dainty pictures i
William Morris, such as:— tom
“ And underneath his feet the mf<m*riy.”
Went shepherding his waves d‘3 att8 4§
Walt Whitman confessed that all . ja bifie

portray a ship in full sail had fails,'n2 b®
and the Hills who shall say that Kiph °

ceeded:— and”?
“ Who hath desired the Sea—the immen esf
uous surges ? ere
The shudder, the stumble, the swerv ,
stabbing bowsprit emerges— , g
The orderly clouds of the trades and t ig"
sapphire thereunder— , head61 J
Unheralded cliff-haunting flaws and tn .9
volleying thunder ?” - glUOA

To Robert Bridges, ships and ths $* oDdor
indivisible, and he has expressed the
witchery of the wanderers in groat w )gQo™' ’

“ Whither O splendid ship thy w® eurgep6”
Leaning acF;oss the bogomyof the ,gai&> $1“

That fearest not sea-rising nor sky-  jij)’
Whither away, fair rover, andw _tfavVr

Ah ! soon when Winter has all ou , jj9il i
When skies are cold and misty. legt o

Wilt thou glide on the blue Pam“0’ jjte ] pi yf
In a summer haven asleep, thy ~. -jug p

Yet tho magio of the sea and s V j(b
superbly expressed by a prose-wri®
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*\Kcten °f ships in his Harbours of England,
aisifichtf "Ve® *n Pra“ae aQd illustration of Turner’s
drawings. Ruskin had the true sea-
adhe; tie knew London and its good, grey river,
Hias ad Ben the splendor of the Adriatic at dawn.
'&not h a 8ea'rover like Herman Melville, and he
fafgg born to stand at the wheel. But he saw as
lereis@e»  wrote as few men can hope to write,
pae cQIn English literature no more stirring lan-
$Jelf ,aeerning the magic of the sea and the rap-
6 seai“an. Boats had for him an endless
present'S Particnlarly the undeoked sea-hoat. That
g 81 a miracle of human achievement, the
0% ko,,Ration of means to ends. The boat’s
JMye, is “ naively perfect
awtitrinrPau who made it knew not he was making
beaut*ial as he bent the planks into those
hed jfils' evor'hanging curves. It grows, under his

dthefl°e ima80 °i a sea-shell, the seal, as it were,
BanpjOWcg great tides and streams of ocean
dlis don°n delicate rounding. He leaves it, when

Wl W 6’ without a boast. It is a simple work, but it
isajn.J1 ou*water. And every plank thenceforward
it. aa 41' anf has men’s lives wreathed in the knots of
Patties eri®“ih yard shaft had their deaths in the

boat’ na*s that fasten together the planks of
wo”, TIFF°Ware th° rivets of the fellowship of the
beaene , r iron does more than draw lightning out

oThare » ' * ea”s I°ve round the earth.”

md than ? °r8 real beauty in the ordinary fishing-
ig" n the decoratéed galleys. Says Ruskin

PaithecoD'* ever swung at the quay sides of
of Sv*-8 °we<™ with Crusaders’ shields above the
feature r ? 1couH give to any contemporary human
IFat’ as U an *ea °* mOanmg °t the word
%0gij , *?7ay be now gained by any mortal happy
~Netin0 . Ohold as much as a Newcastle collier
lhe {&° 8ainst the wind.”

f3 lhev~ion 8ea T'es *n "he ma8* °f the
w3and nCairy the imagination to enchanted

4> 8of m~°a "e8Perata voyages. They are the

[ 5 a°Bquerable endeavor, and, af the last,
Mimnebmus.
. ax His Mother Earth.
h

tfe aa thiaQyjy is as striotly terrestrial in its
N IRthat as °r”er ,0i fishes is aquatio. It is ad-
’ 6r it jflantEind has advanced in knowledge
ihjjiQoy Ov aa asserted an ever strengthening

r jthe rivers, lakes, and seas. But

%n 8 I hways an<* cavigable streams
teJi.~h and"6" iQa:ly for the Purpose of con-
V. _earth srnan’8 oommoditios from one Eart of
t| if bifl- m to apotthef.
&tthbUa a .People one must know something
pilL"ronment. Mountain and valley,
9> m J Productive soil, tropical, arctio, or
St pn ditip,,6” ar**ty or humidity of geographi-
\ Q8 * eaay aocess to the stream or sea,
Otinff ~a”enoe of the mineral deposits of
Stres ' Phennarea’ a” these, with countless other
eler« ikmQna onoeasingly influence the lives
*a>al and Quny Particular habitat,
LAMtTs all*& eednemio conditions of a community
“JRanuJ *a topendent upon the nature and
M ‘o i pS of popnll@tion and the
If AMtjf'b'ost JOQ for national expansion, together
pfHin yof Qatlnotive human desire to annex

O”eHah”atri  kOr>are t° be reokoned among
IL°fioAlk and fjS °* Wars with all their aftermath
(] prehistoric and early

_jjeq or'tif L 1. Te Peoples fought and bled for
it g9y fiftteRtlou favore” regions of the
4 i *adin,, aiatorioal period, every State has
§I h'erag faatore of its policy to safeguard
Tk it Mity’fm 10 DOver negleoting any favor-

V M flt1” eiSbboranQrOaoll on fchO lan5ed P°sa08-

8e°m but a small speck on the
tboso countries and continents
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marked red make up no inconsiderable portion of the
earth’s surface. Yet India, Africa, Australia, Canada,
Egypt, and the other unoonsidered trifles which col-
lectively comprise the British Empire, have been
successively added to the English Crown by the
genius and enterprise of an overcrowded island
race.

Land hunger played a predominant part in the
colonial settlements of ancient Greece as also in the
territorial expansion of ancient Rome. This factor
operated in the wanderings of the barbarian Teutons
and Huns who ultimately overthrew the Roman
Empire. It is true that empire-building is not
entirely conditioned by dire necessity for outward
expansion. But the geographical circumstances of
the home country are fundamentally responsible for
the exploitation of weaker States.

The colonial policy at different dates pursued by
Spain, Portugal, Holland, France, and England was
determined by the environmental requirements of
the respective States. The career of latter-day
Germany illustrates the same general law. The
campaigns of Frederic the Great were directed to
strengthen the rising Prussian power. In 1864, the
same State again strengthened her frontiers hut now
increased her territory at the expense of Denmark.
In 1866, Prussia crushed Austria in a five weeks’
campaign, and although the viotor demanded no
territory, and sought no indemnity, the defeated
Empire was forced to pay forty million thalers, and
oeased to count as the leading German power. The
way was thus prepared for the overthrow of France
in 1870, which was followed by a terrible treaty
which bereft our Gallic neighbor of two of her
fairest provinces and imposed the payment of two
hundred millions sterling. The much discussed
problem of the balance of power in Europe is ulti-
mately governed by the almost universal desire to
encroaoh on the one hand while maintaining terri-
torial integrity on the other. The Near Eastern and
the Far Eastern questions both illustrate the same
law, while a further example is furnished by the
Monroe Dootrine, whioh makes so wide an appeal in
the United States.

With the exception of Buokle, Draper, Spenoer,
and a few other historians and sociologists, social
inquirers have seldom attaohed sufficient importance
to the influences exerted by gaographio environment
on the rise and progress of the human raoe. The
German scientist and evolutionary philosopher,
Friedrich Ratzel, was deeply influenced by the socio-
logical and biologioal teachings of Herbert Spencer,
some of whose conclusions Ratzel Bet himself to
work out with characteristic Teutonic thoroughness.
Among his various contributions- to anthropological
science must be inoluded his *“ Anthropo-Geograpbie.”
This extremely ponderous work Badly needed an
interpreter, and Ellen Churohill Semple, in her
highly important Influences of Geographic Environment,
has placed the master’s message before the English-
speaking world in a large volume whioh is paoked
with arguments, illustrations, and facts.

The new science of Anthropo-Geography ooncerns
itself with far-reaching phenomena, whioh inolude
almost every aspect of human existence. An attempt
will be made in these articles to survey this vast
subjeot from one extremely interesting and by no
means subordinate standpoint. In the words of
Ellen Semple -—

“The anthropo-geograplier recognises the various
social forces, economic and psychologic, whioh socio-
logists regard as the cement of societies; but he has
something to add. He sees in the land occupied by a
primitive tribe or a highly organised State, the under-
lying material bond holding society together, the ulti-
mate basis of their fundamental social activities, which
are therefore derivatives from the land. He sees the
common territory exercising an integrating force—weak
in primitive communities where the group has estab-
lished only a few slight temporary relations with its
soil....... He seos it growing stronger with every advance
in civilisation involving more complex relations with
the land—with settled habitations, with increased
density of population, with a discriminating and highly
differentiated use of the soil, with the exploitation of
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mineral resources, and finally with that far-reaching
exchange of commodities and ideas which means th8
establishment of varied extra-territorial relations.”

When a society has pressed into its sorvioe the
most productive powers of its native soil and is able
to adequately utilise its mineral wealth in the inter-
est of its manufactures, the need for foreign markets
for its surplus commodities renders imperative its
extra-territorial expansion. Now, the suocess of a
State is largely a matter of its environment. The
arctio regions, the desert areas, and other handi-
capped countries furnish few opportunities for the
evolution of civilised life. In our more fortunate
isles, on the other hand, countless favorable circum-
stances have conspired to make our habitation the
object of the wonder and envy of mankind.

It cannot be claimed that the Bible is the secret of
England’s greatness nor is it likely that the British
have taken the place formerly ocoupied by the Jews
as God’s chosen people. Nor is it altogether true
that our race's prized position is entirely due to its
innate superiority in wisdom and morals. The expla-
nation is found in things far more material than
these. In relation to the earth as a whole, our
geographical position is one of the finest in the
world. Our people have enjoyed a prolonged period
of profound internal peace. The last battle of con-
sequence fought on our soil in the South was in the
seventeenth oentury, on the stricken field of Sedge-
moor. While Spain and Italy, Germany, Austria,
and France have been in turn overrun by the con-
quering invader, the soil of England has remained
unsullied.

Britain’s Isles are not invulnerable, and never have
been. The Roman colonisation of the South was of
vast service to our race. The prehistoric and his-
toric Scandinavian, Danish, Saxon, and Norman
settlements enriched our blood, and it is to be
observed that all these peoples wandered to our
shores from the neighborhood of the North Sea.

To some extent the Romans reached us from the
opposite side of the Channel, and the Normans were
originally dwellers of the borderlands of the North
Sea. Our absorption of the more progressive conti-
nentals who later came to us to escape the persecu-
tion of their religious and secular rulers, not only
helped to improve our stock but materially assisted
in building up several of our most important textile
industries, and aided in our agricultural evolution.
Again, the British Isles possess one of the best
of climates, despite all our complaints of the wither-
ing east winds of spring and the lowering skies that
frequently oppress us at all seasons of the year. Our
soil is immensely productive. English hops, apples,
cereals, vegetables, and cherries are second to none.
The olive and the vine are for sunnier lands, but
British horses, cattle, sheep, poultry, and pigs are
above and beyond compare. Coal and iron in the
richest abundance, and a population which our rigor-
ous and bracing weather conditions serve to keep
strong and active, are a few of the factors which
immediately occur to one as helping to elucidate the
prominent position occupied by the British people.

Yet all these varied phenomena ultimately relate
to the land over which the air sweeps, upon which
the sun sheds his light and heat, and to whioh the
clouds shower their copious contents. From the
bounteous earth we derive all our food and drink
and the mineral commodities which ultimately enable
us to purochase from abroad all neoessaries and
luxuries of life of non-native origin.

When a primitive people is not well-rooted to the
soil, the economio waste is enormous. Migratory
hunting races are compelled to wander over vast
traots of country in search of game, and with these
no deep attachment to any special area is possible.
In a hunting tribe slightly more advanoed, the early
social landowner may be seen. Tribal ownership
was clearly exhibited by the Comanches, “ nomad
horse Indians who occupied the grassy plains of
Northern Texas.” Giddings informs us that these
savages regarded their plains as the common posses-
sion of the tribe, and they carefully guarded their
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territory and its game from the incursions
Indians. In the next stage of aeveyr*-- 7
hunter combines a rude agriculture with «
ceeds of the chase. At every ascending ™ 8",

sooial evolution the territory, to which * s
beoomes more and more attached, slowly A

soil value upon the people to an ever-inc *
degree. Low as they were in the scale of it

the Australian races based their sooial struot*ys
their landed possessions. Spencer and Gills” e
shown that in North Central Australia, eve ifild#at
very thin population, the natives of that reg If
succeeded in fixing themselves to the P 7
strioken soil, and that the tribal |Jon"““" edi$
become so settled that armed conflict padlt’
tribes brings no change of territory,
people,” comments Ellen Semple,— L éip
“are identified. The bond is cemented by ™ ™ f-
tive religion, for the tribe’s spirit ancestor®
this special territory. In like manner n

conception of tribal ownership of land iiof?
the Bushmen and Bechuanas of South Afd > AU
the pastoral Hereros the alienation °Of thed
inconceivable.” can
For good or ill, a tribe Of hunters
bEoOmE d large toldmunity, What dome“® "
N

required is performed by the squaw, while

devotes himself to the fabrication of weape®
pursuit of game, and the OVverthrow™
enemies. #n such circumstances Small ad
possible, and the hunting organisation soon
ences the pregsure of an increased popnl®

segregates in PGy groups. Thuswe gow,,
the life of the nomadio hunter is with th

faunal conditions of his territory

very existence is inseparably assoCi«*»*- ~ . .

grows scaroe, or as the tribe multiph®8 &
hunter is forced to seek new game haunts,
wise he will perish from lack of food. /Ié

[To be continued.)

Acid Drops.
------ — . gig P
Lord Justice Phillimoro was one of the spc* d =
Church Reform League the other day. 1“” iei *sA
s

remarks his Lordship said that what iwas 8ie

big Parliamentary enactment that Woulld

of England to manage its own affairs, whsiid, .

this, a%d we suggestgto Justice Ph?lhmo.ethat efﬂg%/

needed is for the State to leave religion alu”,,a Inf

But that, we imagine, is hardly what ho do tbe jLiir.

with many Churchmen, what he wan (feDl Gm

support religion, to protect it, to favor  "r£a0geOe"jSof;

Church quite alono when it comos to tho

own doctrines But if the State pays 1
what

common sense for the State to say

shall be taught.

It is a pity that a man like Mr..]ustico’\.OOjO“:Sl

dive his auEport to absolute freedom ot T w@.
including the abolition of the Blaspbemy”ry 80" jjd (

this, he appears to re%ard them as n&£gjlati°*

form or other, admirable. We remember

--------- tu»" .

tha -
case HEsouight to-coumter ‘o™ arguntRy W - W b i

°f legal wisdnrrTn8 rePea,’°d- Thia is one oij ,

Bolete,” after all n_~ aPPr°aches _ver}t/ ne?r ot"SJ:
and no one can doDjy* eans somethingthatis® 061 ,
‘bat cate701V J bat ‘bo Blasphemy ~

to t%me [ ] Olsvbough tﬁey m%y [Pey 0 ft

avowed reggap ff,.. theyoﬁ(ﬁ}g_'%lé/orﬁgig&ofefe- £/

much the saM4imied BdotRey!8e. 3 a -
of the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Cbu0dQ

is visiting London, has unburdened his 'jfA\gyilrp

War, which he says is “ a resurgence o

The Church of Christ is compel*®* "
times, and Russian aviators now have . ;peP
Muscovite ecclosiastics having design®

0

(N R R

=
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tLiidj °?00 because he was convoyed to heaven in a fiery
btenUu! 6 sbould have thought that the firework-makers
~ ‘he honor better.
Httoh
Stihes j ouMone by other religionists, the Jewish Chief
a*vatf °°ne” khaki, and taken his chaplain with him
‘he Front. So they are all taking a trip, and
80 come back with the air of seasoned
a Pose as military experts for the rest of the
Hyr Andwhat a splendid object-lesson these visits
a“tee of national danger most people are ready to
Sof'Ti083 an”™ unite for a common purpose. Political
St i differences are, for the time being, forgotten ; and
ftf ‘°gethcr, and, if necessary, die together. The
“:m I|*ioulous walls separating Catholic and Pro-
ijst] ewand Christian, Conformist and Nonconformist,
sit lstanding, and the leaders of religion do their
S¢ ‘bat no breach is made therein,

latia8

It

nair “° blame the clergy for not doing, or for not

S 0ne’ anytbing for the nation during the present
I'Scino tt fnB° rernember how hard they worked at
"% aA  crowds of drunken workmen—who were not
v babiesw  ou‘cry against the many thousands of
vjieare s T wbo only existed in their own imagination.
:mbe ctvrvices ‘bat deserve remembrance. And now,
n myj%zmgpnal mobilisation is in thgairsthey are
igi ., 6 7a‘e81lsuggestion is for the mobilisa

h okQL ... A that ia meant by the phrase is not
HJdf e by tHat is meant is a n%bi‘l‘i'sat'on of prayer.
t?'5en PrayiQ on his own, there is to be an
mis@v v ~ben this is done we shall, in some mys-
i3WIIg0 avmobilised our national strength,” and
[y “Sfjsi L 'n a more satisfactory manner. All we
k I this wben a nation can tolerate solemn tom-

Ngitc- T ,WoOfail » 300 a0y genuine justification

—QO0uas taken place in Germany, and t

and Balingen have been shaken. , concludo
great damage hasbeendonc.”~” to“ no

10,I”nce i8still on the side of the big battalions

lender if Christians ever read tko BiMe- Tho Bishop
re‘Ors to the “unthinkable a read

%‘A<Fan§mé%lfs( Inan rpigsyinPRRPraRy of thBm Agkailed

Mvr
B4 y in W{i{@aiw a story that Sir John French says
JNitiLa/sr ce I every soldier read his Bible would be

mD i 1* would be almost impossible in the
%terfig and mrPe’ for “ includes Jews, Catholics, Sikhs,
dabers other fancy religionists, to say nothing

w.™ & iBconkrdasetibing a well-known public man,

i nd
u"«bﬁ‘vﬁgﬁg g'?é?/t.ely air atl%%llgn 8,0 GSear(le
1 Nt 1 N
o TR AR O IR CShecl 08

PQna Christian Association *s ¢ “ °Or cash
’r‘tFttlsementa in th(a Pally, ewsp P N, “onf.w*
ccpingaccommodation serve as - centres

y advertised ££fle <“lurcl °“ Christ was fast
1the fact so publicly ?
ist
binGid!ilCalctittadla? bishops met together in solemn
MIINp6“VtrivM n? ‘ssued a ” Pastoral ” on the War.

Nis i1?War in\"?as tha“ “War is the result of sin,
Hi *of L*bis kina* becanse man is endured with free

NwAd !,Ja0 reasr, °£ stuPidity that makes one almost
&S “e War j8 the result of sin1 Whose
a at’On is there between the sin of a
vSe0r »Po ruinfi' ,&d those who suffer from itd/
rutaiu, home8- and maimed lives, of all

b
HLASsE Ve th r, ool Eliltn E.r\r n.gﬂ
« ésﬁ (}ém&{bg idiA%thai cgﬁéress of bishops

eo g} I5erm-itIIQW0rId that “war is the result

cHe” ?‘ho*'a\'lbﬁlé 80 88 Rgt to interfere with
society. O absurdity of this may bo realised
V'QII \'b,  6Gason. Ining to arrest a thief or a murderer

"Iv butdl Wod”_am 3ays that 1Lif the Germans

N the i0tcontnv- d 1)0 Pitting back the clock of
“Sat, " His lordship must be suffer-

0 Germans cannot win, and the
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mainspring of the Christian clock broke down at Jerusalem
two thousand years ago.

According to the newspapers, “a handsome sum ” has
been realised for a book written by a domestic servant.
There is nothing fresh in this. The clergy have made a
heap of money from the *“ sermon ” of a * carpenter.”

The Kev. B. J. Campbell has been asking questions, and
one is, “Why did the tide of divine love roll in so far and
then roll back ?” Little Paul Dombey asked a similarly
useful question when he inquired, “ What are the wild waves
saying ?”

Among the “Voices of the Day ” quoted by the Christian
World for June 24 is this pre-eminently false and foolish one
from a student in a Yorkshire College: “ Before the War
England was a land of pleasure ; now it is a land of prayer.”
Both clauses in that sentence are equally untrue. England
was not a land of pleasure prior to the War, not is it now a
land of prayer. If anyone would take the trouble to watch
the streets of London or Manchester between the hours of
7 and 8 on a Sunday evening, he would discover that the
masses care nothing about prayer, and that while picture
palaces are crowded, most churches and chapels are empty.
Now, granting for argument’s sake that the sentence just
quoted is true, how amazingly incongruous is the sentence
that immediately follows it: “ Surely the Kaiser is to blame
for this.” If England has been transformed from a pleasure-
loving to a prayer-offering land by the War, churches and
chapels should pass a most enthusiastic vote of thanks to
the Kaiser, instead of blaming him.

Dr. Jowott admits that, after nineteen centuries of the
Christian religion, we are now “ witnessing a resurgence of
devilry which is truly appalling.” If those words mean any-
thing, they certainly convey the idea that God in Christ is a
conspicuous failure, or that he has bedn dethroned by his
Majesty of the Bottomless Pit. The reverend gentleman
emphasises his admission thus : “ The baser passions have
been aggressively frightful, and a cruel animalismis at large,
and it is like a raging, boiling sea which has burst its dykes.”
This being the case, why on earth does Dr. Jowett still act
as an ambassador of a defeated and demolished Daity ? The
Prince of Peace has never had his day, and, judging by the
signs of the times, he shall never have it. Consequently,
the ministers of religion are useless and injurious survivals
of the Ages of Faith.

Judging from the puff preliminary in the pious press,
Brother Billy Sunday should be with us before long. Some
biographical details of the revivalist appeared recently in the
Westminster Gazette, and in it we were told that Billy was
“happiest ” while “ battling with booze,” and that “ scores”
of towns had “gone dry ” in consequence of his preaching
in America. If Billy uses the American dialect in his ser-
mons in this country, he will drive people to drink.

Billy Sunday, like all Christians, admits that he is a
“miserable sinner,” and in his sentimental account of his
old home he says that when he revisited the place “ the long
weary nights of sin and of hardship became as though they
had never been.” Only an idealist could twang the lyre in
this fashion.

Writing of books used by officers on active service, a daily
paper says “the Bible is easily first.” Is that so? We
thought almost every officer carried the Field Service Pocket
Book, a summary of military text-books.

The Baltimore American suggests that “ Onward, Christian
Soldiers I’ should be replaced by “ Onward, Christian Sub-
marines 1’

Dr. Horton, by his sermon and articles on the angelic
intervention at Mons and in the Dardanelles, has played
beautifully into the hands of tho arch-enemy he used to
attack with such violent bitterness, the Catholic Church.
The Catholic Herald for June 26 is delighted with his strange
action, and politely reminds him that his persecution of
Komanism is now a logical impossibility. It says :—

“A man who, like Dr. Horton, regards some of the
reports of miracles on the battlefield as *completely authen-
ticated,” cannot logically dismiss as superstition the Catholio
miracles which are bettor authenticated still. Truly, the
greatest miracle of all is the change the War is making on
Protestants themselves.”

The curious thing is that Dr. Horton’s “ completely authen-
ticated ” miracle had never been heard of until after Mr.
Arthur Machen wrote his legendary sketch last September,
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and that absolutely no first-hand evidence is adduced in
support of the belief in it.

In the same issue the Catholic Herald informs us that in
the district of Earlsfield, S.\W., only one person in eleven
attends any place of worship, and that in the heart of May-
fair a large Anglican church can only muster eighty persons
at a Sunday service. The same thing is true of nearly all
other centres, which only shows how utterly false is the
claim made by many prominent men of God that the War
is bringing about everywhere a wonderful revival of interest
in religion. As a matter of fact, the War is dealing religion
the deadliest blow it has ever experienced.

The late Mr. James Duffield, of Cockermouth, who left a
fortune of half a million, began life as a pitboy in a colliery.
If there is any truth in the Christian religion, he will renew
his acquaintance with coals in the next world.

The London Central Young Men’s Christian Association
appears to be extending its business. Its latest advertise-
ment states that the organisation can deal with cases of
“insufficient chest development.” This should be tidings
of great joy to the numerous flat-chested Christians.

Fearfully and wonderfully made are the servants of the
God of Peace. One of them, the Kev. W. Kingscote Green-
land, has the audacity to assert that “if it were not for its
terrible side, there is nothing so fascinating as war.” What
iswar1 The Neto Standard Dictionary defines it as “a
contest between nations or states, or between different parties
in the same state, carried on by force and with arms.” In
other words, war is bloodshed on a large scale, the art of scien-
tific killing. On all sides alike, which are all terrible, war is
wholesale murder, And yet here is a minister of omnipotent
and incarnate Love who coolly tells us that “ there is nothing
so fascinating as war.” Indeed, Mr. Greenland goes so far
as to say that as a cure for doubt and morbidity there is
nothing to compare with “ contact with the simple, hardy,
affectionate nature of Kitchener’s New Army.” What next,
O man of God ?

Sir William Robertson Nicoll has returned to his piety,
faith, and prayer, after his brief excursion iuto the camp
of the materialistic politicians ; and the tone of his leading
artiole in the British Weehly for June 24 is characteristic of
the man who puts his trust in God. In former articles, he
had dwelt with great seriousness on the absolute necessity
of providing our army with an unlimited supply of high
explosive shells and machine guns, for lack of which our
just, God-approved, cause might be finally lost during the
next few months ; but in the present article he emphasises
his belief “that, if we do our part, we shall not be without
reinforcements from the higher Will that rules.” Does not
Sir William see that, if there be “ a higher Will that rules,”
it should vindicate itself by succoring the weak against the
strong, by giving the victory to right and justice, however
powerfully and fiercely they may be threatened by over-
whelming might? If our Allies are strong enough to win
the War by force of their superior arms, where and how
does the “higher Will that rules” come in at all? If
there be such a Will, it can only manifest itself by crushing
might, however well equipped, when it aims at tho overthrow
of right. Has God ever so revealed himself ?

The Dean of Durham thinks that one consequence of the
War may be a religious revival, which will take the form of
a return to long discarded superstitions. This is, of course,
probable, and it is instructive to note that the Dean accom-
panies this statement with two other expectations. There is
to bo a period of acute social distress, and a weakening of
social ties and obligations. Read together, tho result is that
with a setting back of social organisation, and the reduction
of life to a lower level, there will come a revival of super-
stition. And provided the two latter things take place, we
also would expect the first to become a fact. Life is a con-
nected whole, and anything that affects a part affects the
whole. Consequently, to effect a lowering of the level of
social life means a move in the direction of those con-
ditions with which religion is in natural alliance. No one
who understands the nature of religious belief will question
that. The question for the religionist to face is, Why religion
should invariably weaken with the advance of civilisation,
and regain strength with any return to lower social conditions ?

The newspapers state that the Pope has two nephews in
the Army. Poor papa! His principles and his petticoats
prevent him fighting. Besides, he is beyond the age limit,
unless the authorities form a Centenarians’ Brigade.
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How differently they do things in France. Q®8®J
on the death of Lieut. Warneford, who was ki
aeroplane accident, L’Auto, Paris, e * & §t2

‘ stopped by a cruel destiny.” Here, in England' it
journallsts would have written that the deceased wa
to Jesus.”

War-time economics are invading the Churc’ne_, \
Primitive Methodist Conference at Reading an aP-" if
made that money should be spent at home a
members of the Church rather than on missionan
the colored folk be glad to hear the news ?

Miss Marie Corelli, writing in the Daily t:
present position of women, says “ they aro rea'13m disi*
cult of Abraham, which consisted in driving bis'?  3j0*
with his cattle to the music of the lashing of wmP." (o
thing of the past.” We should like to hear -
argue this matter out with Mrs. Sarah Abraham,

From the point of view of Churchmen, it is red
some protest was made against the absurditiesio . 3if
of London. From the point of view of Freethuo f
must have bishops, men of the typo of Bishop ‘hjj g
most desirable. But Professor Scott Holland h® ~
tested against the Bishop calling the War a jiile **
and says, “We will not ask the clergy 40 -juso.
Mullahs preaching a Jehad,” and another clof orgp"E™

Loch, says that the Bishop has lost all sense o pe

A sense of proportion of anything Bishop s

possessed, and his visit to the Front is tsini

some time as disturbing to his easily disturbed

brium as were his preaching about onslaughts on

in East London. - n
The writer of tho leading article in the thl

monwealth for June 23 makes the naive a < p a8ga »
no country (with the possible exception oi » @Bf
churches either hold or represent the voice ° 8j-
A truer remark was never made. The pe°P fea] a®;
doned the churches, and the churches have no~ [WL
tho people. In reality, all churchesexistalon Ajng* s
sakes, and have no message whatever to 4kOworld, jj:

Ministers often speak as if they ruled the . testhe
as a matter of fact, the world pays not the s a
their pompous utterances. $
" V
DOWEABIIELL DUS Soe Gl B, dIL"
|nsp|re men t en or ma nl%lon’\ [ ¥
to eep_lw °r mal,go nnltlons
|on|sat|ons o runs anf

d eates yet another use tot

Recrumn,, Jc
0 géants will have to wake up.

“ Dagonet,” in the Referee, is not so i
years ago.bat now and again' he lets himself &,
forceful remark worth quoting: “To »ee‘h’ s<!*’
frightfulness with tRe Beautiful seatiman aot4
the Mount is only to invite the same result
the efforts of a Sunday-school to clear 4
beasts by singing Dr. Watts’s hymns to the v
M ‘foe*

K;

4%V

Some one remarked the other that
hitherto not been productive of any ’uIr-
After reading the following by Canon *e
cated to our soldiers fighting in France, »
opinion : ithe’

" Dear Christ, who reign’st »ho ¢p

Of human tears and human n

A weary road these men have

O house them in the home ot T

Tho last line is a gem 1 It sounds I>h° a” at to°s
bo killed as quickly as possible, and is 000
mid heartily endorse. Lid"iv
The glorious free press of England w
in spreading the information that tho G latlLj 1°) j-
One of tho six daily papers, each ~faet&~Lort,f
tion, recently stated that “ Since ber_ L Bad ¢
and philosophers foisted upon Darwju . th0 (O
strugglo for existence, and half copvin ~ j N
truth, they have repudiated Christianjy " t
chief end and cause of the State.” j aQOf v°
Christians were pleased with this farr»8
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it NOTICE.
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q, The business of the
4 NKER and of The Pioneer Press,

& j ~Neweastle-st., has been transferred to
ARingdon Street, London, E.C.

To Correspondents.

*

m ..
bSFadv INBARUJF ™d, 1915.—Received from March
nBOonna™ now'e"ge”N’ £®5 33. Id. Received since:—
‘E’fS Afrits LE- Adams' £5 5s.; E. Parker, 5s.; T. W.
iHI; G P, it® 2dl » E. Bechmere, 10». ; A. H. Deacon,
D. L. Mapp, 4s.; Anno Domini,

s R

3, £1;
***J ochroeder, £1.

g6z “l MhIKN? Friend>bow residing in the heart of Kent,
le a ranis to see By your letter that I:)you are making

Afree‘or@()%e nd "the full-page ‘Personal’ in this
'AAﬂwr Eﬁpﬁ%evidence%g
>a { j: eVIC 3 . .
T, %I)EII”B‘ ro°m for it in this week’s issue, but will
v 5 urnext.

it

Sorry that the length of your letter quite
e a i

inS room for it in these columns. Moreover,
otf Passage from a speech is beautiful or not, is
j,0a °1 taste, and the opinion has no necessary
§ Saedjg 3 Mue as an essay in formal logic. Nor is
I, ?essavef fi,Bace where one ought to expect the reading
}V --.w hat character.
nj‘9Pap”8’‘« ™y forward your good wishes to the Editor

I, 4* 8/ prevents reptixen S”afcly appreciates all you say, but

T o< <%0

Cr{j N e A THBW 'S n?7Ning l« the Education Act which
. "Yoetie, w _rom 8er‘ding his children to school on account
i G''Fthe °°nrt would certainly decline to make an

» @ School (18 was au “unreasonable” one. (2) If a
s¢toaPhnSeot a™e *° taBe a child, yon would have
Vv > ? the Ediir-ot-  ®°h°ol, provided that school was recog-
- «°ithe “p on.'Authority. In that case you could avail
/ caPAJer &nia °nscience Clause." (3) Asan alternative you
, edacato i2Ur child to a private school, or, failing that,

& torT,m at home- |n the latter case- y°n might
‘%\ nggn i°\& t‘lat the education recelve(? c%me up to

See’ A€~ Cohen has written a seoond
jnard ” myth, hut there is at present
cither of them. Of course, their
*orm might do good, but there are

mirk00.the
ihlili °n of
4 >\iiuGton in

LihiiegtaPhipi - ~??r being outside of Great Britain is a
fHe suchc  8ccident; and Freethought is, we hope,
NitJter, the unBa>e3 Whether on this side the Atlantic

tirer k*nflictetny 19  same and the fight is the same,

V*QRI* W& WG aPPreciation and help from any
"t\bo'sMO' *TJ Eimitkd, office is at 62 Farringdon-stre9t,

DAB Sooutv’s office is at 62 Farringdon-street,

" Burialt«S ™ atianal Secular Society in connection
P h’ @gh."dreasad » FMooa are required, all communications
. an)osniIuO BeorBrary. Miss E. M. Vance, giving

he E 1°aaibl0-
¥ ™YopsireffL & ibe Firestitinker should be addressed to
_ tkBid u y’ °r they wiB not he inserted.

__i0(. 6PassanoAewsBaPers would enhance the favor by
* iCer pbetatufg >,t0 whioh they wish us to call attention.

R London’ E.C.
luesdftv6aoE  Farringdon-street, London, E.C.

&0 61 Fa.°?kd he sent to the Shop Manager of the

I ringdon-street, London, E.C., and not to

aner Wl v, | . N
ViPta”™. Part — *°twarded direot from the publishing
‘@ad 40 the world, post free, at the following
*8d, Year, 10s. 6d. ; half year, 5a. 3d. ; throe
"k, Personal.

N NeoeiS” tnerits the attention she haa
Mr. A. B. Moss and other

n?s j knew her very well in

éﬂ\/l tf- my OWn Freethonght advooaoy.
lagl™y, ao*°f'rne™ woman, bnt she had great

Sfl « lichee d a powerful common-sense

them 1011 ahone particularly in publio

of leoP ea8nre of hearing her often in
Qhetift)g Qrin_g “ yself on the same plat-
3viBited the family at a turning
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a long way down the Camberwell-road, London. The
name of the turning, which | have forgotten, and
have no time to hunt up, is of no importance. They
were very agreeable company, and | remember Mr.
Law as a man who appeared rather soft, but was
nothing of the kind. H3 was remarkably sharp in
buying property and keeping it afterwards, especially
from the perfectly honest depredations of his wife,
who was somehow under the delusion that, besides
being a good lecturer, she was also a good woman of
business. * ok

She made a great mess of the Secular Chronicle,
whioh | believe she bought of Mr. Reddalls, and
afterwards almost gave away. | had written for the
paper myself under Reddall’s management, but as
the Secularist, whioh Holyoake and | started, was
even then talked about, I could not transfer my ser-
vices to Mrs. Law. She conducted it for some time
—I don’t remember how long—after the death of
Reddalls, whom | knew, and often saw at Birming-
ham. His special qualification for running the paper
was that he was a printer, and carried on a little
publishing business. 1 helped to officiate at his
funeral. | remember that Francis Neale was one of
the mourners,- and he had contributed some fine
articles to the paper, Reddalls had lectured during
his later years against Spiritualism. The Davenport
Brothers had stirred an immense interest in this
question, and Reddalla went about imitating their
spirit performances by natural means. He did all
sorts of things fastened up in a cabinet. | remember
his telling mo how hard it was to master the art of
clicking with the big toe. He died of consumption,
a little younger than Jesus Christ. | do not regard
him as a genius, but he had plenty of activity and
ambition. | may add of Mrs. Law that she was very
good at repartee. This wa3 sometimes painfully
learnt by the more insolent sort of Christian Evidence
speakers who ventured to attack her on the public
platform. Woe to those who had never crossed
swords with her before. She came up smiling, and
they must have felt that “ one may smile and smile
and be a villain.” * ok *

Mr. Herbert Burrows thanks me for the “Kkindly
notice” of him | wrote in the Freethinker lately,
but did it contain as muoh kindness a3 truth ? He
rightly says that, although we differ in many things,
he and | “have worked together for years in the
greatest of all causes—freedom of thought and
speeoh and the abolition of theological bigotry and
superstition.” He hopes that we shall so work to
the end—sure that the victory will one day come.
So do I. Mr. Burrows trusts my health is improving.
| assure him it is. | have spent a lot of time doing
this to all and sundry, but some people (I do not in-
clude Mr. Burrows) will not believe it. | have always
said | was getting better, and | say so now. How can
| doubt it when I carry the evidence of it about with
me ? | am willing to convince doubters, at a shilling
a head, from ten till four, the prooeeds to go to the
Freethinkers’ Benevole*nt fun*d.

I hope | shall live longer yet to deserve the sly
compliment whioh Mr. Burrows fastens upon me. He
looks for the recovery of my old (he calls it accustomed)
“vigor of body, because the times are suoh that no
brave man can be spared.” Mr. Burrows closes his
letter with a gallant reference to the breakfast he
assisted at in my honor when | “came out of gaol.”
How long ago was th at’;?c V9\€/e \ivill not count the years.

| bade my friends to give no credit to the variety
of accounts of my health whioh are being spread at
all the points of the oompass. What | say myself
may bo believed; what Mr. Cohen says, as interim
editor of the Freethinker, may be believed. 1 do
not say with the poet *“the rest is lies”—*"the
rest is lies ”—but | have no belief in them myself,
and | advise all my friends—yes, and all my enemies
—(heaven bless them 1) to follow my example. Well
then, | say that | am getting better, that | have made
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a great improvement during the last week or so, and
that | hope to visit London very shortly and see my
new premises at 61 Farringdon-street. Everybody
praises them, and my business manager, who has
had everything to see to, including the fittings and
decorations, thinks |1 am sure to do the same. This
is not imagination, but fact—to quote from the great
Goethe. Somebody said that | had been seen in
London lately, but Mr. Ash may be sure, no doubt
is sure, that | shall come to the new premises first.

* * *

I have paid everything connected with the new
premises up to date, including the first quarter’s
rent, removing, fittings, and many other expenses.
There is not a farthing of debt on any part of
the enterprise, and | want to keep it going like
that, but it will not be easy to do so considering
the financial effect of this “war of wars,” so |
must once more ask my friends in particular, and
my readers in general, to subscribe as promptly
and as generously as possible to the President’s
Honorarium Fund. My last appeal produced a stir
in what almost looked like dry bones, and | hope
this one will have a still greater effect.

G. W. Foote.

Sugar Plums.

Most of our readers are aware—we repeat the information
for the benefit of those who are not—that we are pleased to
send copies of the Freethinker for six weeks, post free, to
likely subscribers whose names and addresses are sent us.
The advantage of this method may be seen from the following
letter, which is only one of many :—

“1 was extremely obliged for the six complimentary copies
of the Freethinker, and think it is just fine. Before com-
pleting the sixth free copy | had already ordered it from
my stationers, and now receive a copy of the paper each
week. It is hardly necessary to say that | am vastly inter-
ested and very enthusiastic.”

So long as the Freethinker is not displayed by newsagents in
the same manner as other papers, this is the best method of
gaining new subscribers, and it is a plan in which any of our
readers may co-operate with the minimum of trouble. There
is only one really satisfactory way of helping a paper like the
Freethinker, and that is to secure new readers.

The Birmingham Branch is having its annual outing on
Sunday, July 4, at Kinver, and the members will bo pleased
to come in touch with any friends in the district. Tea will
be served at the Café Royal at 4 o’clock.

“The spirit of England is newly manifested in many
directions in this time which is trying men’s souls (to use
Holmes’s phrase).” So writes a Daily Telegraph reviewer.
The mistake is almost an inexcusable one ; for the expres-
sion, as every decently read person knows, is Thomas Paine’s.
The correct rendering is, L These are the times that try
men’s souls,” and they form the opening to Paine’s article
in the American Crisis which appeared in the Pennsylvania
Journal in December, 1776. So famous a sentence from so
famous an article by so great a man should be familiar to
everyone who sets up as a literary critic. Why it is attri-
buted to Holmes (what Holmes ?) is a mystery. Perhaps
the writer is ultra-religious, and thought it bost not to use
the name of so great a heretic as Paine.

Considered in the light of consequences, Paine’s Crisis is
one of the world’s great historical productions. It was in-
spired by the circumstances of the moment, and met them
in a superb manner. The Army of Washington was dispirited,
and in retreat. Washington at once recognised its power,
and ordered it to bo read to groups of the soldiers. The
scathing contempt poured on “ the summer soldier and the
sunshine patriot,” the fire of such sentences as “ Tyranny,
like hell, is not easily conquered,” “ The harder the conflict,
the more glorious the triumph,” did their work. Not only
Washington, but every one of the leaders of the Revolution,
recognised the power of Paine’s work. The opening sentence,
“ These are the times that try men’s souls,” was taken as a
watchword by the Army, and when in the last Crisis issued
—the thirteenth—Paine wrote L The times that tried men’s
souls are over,” he could fairly claim to have played a great
part in bringing about the result,
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Science and the Bible.—*

(Continued from p. 406.)

*

“The hypothesis of special creation is Nt oy -
specious mask for our ignorance : its existence
marks the youth and imperfection of the sciences "jjj,
is the history of every science but the history of *
tion of the notion of creative or other interferes
natural order of the phenomena which are ry7;
matter of that science? When Astronomy WitSj ds
morning stars sang together for jo?]/,’ and
guided In their courses by celestial hands,
of the stars has resolved” itself into gravitation
the inverse squares of the distances, ang the A
planets are deducible from the laws, of the ~ rodamijces”;”
a schoolboy’s stone to break a window......d
governing continuous progress—the web and W0
and force inter-weaving by slow degrees,
thread, that veil which lies between us an'kﬁé‘. 406
universe which alone we know or can W,

picture which science draws of the world, al¥/. jest s J
as any part of that picture is in unison witn* " gSle
we feel sure that it is rightly painted.”

Huxley, Lay Sermons (1874), p. 282. dowr

It is a widely prevailing opinion that thsJjeier8
discoveries which so disconcerted the “ Aad’
their divergence from the acoount related
were the work of “ infidel ” scientists,y * j,diefj
antly produced them in order to overthrow? ~ to
the Wile. There is no foundatign iQ 10 -
belief, but there is much justification for 40 ptilf:
science of geology was denounced frem” (#07
all over the country, and geologists were j0_
as “infidels ” warring against God and the »
The fact i8 fieaf fl'?% @@/ men Witgo mad® *0_*
disaoneries Weie) thsooesdyes believersiuii 488
sense of the first chapters of the
greatly surprised and disooncerted wh@®
that the geological record could by *“ o*
made to agree with the divine record if
taken literally. Hugh Miller—who *
by Herbert Spencer a3 a “.theologg
geology "—himself says, in his
Bocks :(—
11 certainly did once believe
with Buckland that the six days wer ~ey "
days of twenty-four hours each—tka c{e”°ea-
prised the entire work of the masting bya0,
that the latest geologic ages was separa
chaotic gap from our own.” «C

He goes on to say that at that time jhoic p
been practically confined to the P Boii®
secondary rocks, but that during the .|oBg
after an examination of the later forol t®
reluotantly foroed to abandon the mo®
of creation ocoupied only six days® ip
hours each. To cite his own words J
“ The conclusion at which | have bee»n, (
arrive is, that for many long ages ere ‘
into being, not a few of his humbler ~jr "~
the fields and woods odjoyed hfo ,teri0*.li.

haunts, and that for thousands of ye8
their appearajuce, many of the e* 180 eraiB).1 &K
m enr seas. _That day during which * beb ct
came into being, and In which God, wjl0~ thofj m
‘the heast of the eartb after his kinj the ufiy
after their kind,” at length Vermin to
moulding & cresifpre in Hig own 1 . a bnt. ...
gave dlominion oV them- IR el - il
a few hours’ duration, but extendp%w ¢eeo
lenniums of centuries....... and so 1baV%wT®:‘V '
to hold that the days of croation wer
prophetic days, and stretched far bac * J=
eternity ” (Testimony of the Bocks, p° ” .gg
Carl Vogt, the famous naturalisti *
observes:— A
Ut is scarcely thirty years since \9:»u Ve>|<j9£’t’\
exietp 0a foesil f’ﬁﬁl‘l‘ﬁ@ﬁ and nongjii gnelf oef
no fossil man, and there can be™ n* aoOft
we speak of fossil monkeys as
trace back fossil man, not only t° * c;ﬁ'y
recent tertiary formationsc though 8..jpie
sons still assert that Cuviers Pr
controverted.”*
It was easy to believe in the (o
Genesis before the geologists bego”

Man (1804)' P

* Carl Vogt, Lectures on
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e
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of ¢ . _ _
»i{i3 (e fossil-bearing strata of the earth, just

“itiseb A for a Salvationist now to believe in it,
B hjj Babsolutely ignorant on the subjeot. If

s\, Ei<d B*at all vegetation, including fruit

_fifth °n ~10 Mird_day, Ashes and birds
“epijgi.. ay>and animals, including “ cattle, and
and heast of the earth ” (Gen. i. 24),

e man>were created on the sixth day,

'iedan D? A~ ng to contradiot it. But things
“gtnow, to continue the quotation from
"It .
Vssiz enDarccy twenty years Binee | learned from
f position beds, palaeozoic formation = Empire
“aP exist ’;ere aro no ~ptiles in this period, nor could
Hn of ,, °d> as it would have been contrary to the
Chalt)ga .rc Secondary formations (Trias, Jura,
n0 couldb mpire Reptiles; there are no mammals,
Nata”™g e’ior tho same reason as above. Tertiary
kings noi-01*110 Mammals; there are no human
d Mn \viUdbave been. Present creation = Empire
Nation? T ro. % at present this exclusive plan of
cd. p Reptiles in the Devonian strata, reptiles in
"larassi* i Empire of Fishes! Mammals in
store, Whichf° rmafon’ mammals in the Pnrbeck lime-
ddk *3* some consider as belonging to the lowest
JAx fert; leU then, Empire of Reptiles1 Man in the
, Pirent N s*rada’'man in the diluvium. Good-bye,
AN fe |l Ma* malal” (PP- 4C5'6)- L
/88y r Baxley pointed out, although “it is
0d that aquatic animals took their
.IMelv,, , day» and not before,” yet “ there
h ABof * 0 aassiliferous formation in which the
in*8of the sn an*mada are absent. The oldest
'Hr8" Ap * ar*an rocks are exuviro of marine
__"aia>Ae further observes, to agree with
“tre
lirataticeanimals should have made their
tcMfiiag fi, tho atratified rocks would be this: Fishes,
. @ieof 't BYRAY avhalbs andl birds : after themaH
kn befnrHGTe™ r’a’ animals except birds. Nothing
°t Hot th* ,”?m 4be facts as we find them ; we
t. Iefore 67 ‘8htest evidence of the existence of
J®& While t v 4urasH'c’ or perhaps the Triassic, forma-
ci, ‘'athe prréBr>a animals, as we have just seen,
CijpPtthej “ ~«»oniferous rocks.”

__.diateneJ70 oaght  “ave abundant evidence
«ijfjNi, ail|j , 04 birds in the Carboniferous, the

\-hi,8is not ? Silurian rocks. | need hardly say

*lk tki8u tae oase, and that not a trace of
4» i bay» m PRearance until the far later period
K kaul y)é mentloned.c’* P

~oePiy r°°ted In the old ideas to
iAR ? mins Professor White says, “ In his
"eMdy &8pambtl Piejvailed the atmosphere of the

MouNge thCf & 8n which he was born,” } and

i blsHiQ@aC b uPholdiog the old views, he

» Prnfl0" battle, embittered the last years

tbs rr88ilr Tyadall relates meeting with

'Ea ?*fesidg nibed States, at Mr. Winthrop’s

“i0yhaltD . near Boston. Bising from lun-
t6 atneatlv - 1Q *ronb of a window,

totjo™letem Of . aadiy; Agassiz turned and said to

m\: to Randmg round, ‘1 confoss that I was

j “eat intell66*.7'8 theory received as it has been

rn 11, c’ald e°Js of our time. Its success is greater

on ti!6 thought P~/iblo.- °J
""Cepted ft °ther hand, in the true spirit of

~icQ~7eory he Dew iaots. He confesses
N ‘and  as 4ben advanced, certainly found me
4tauntCer®,, opponent; but as it is now pro-
auv .,?n”esa that it appoars to me to afford,
types a“‘@&.Pheory, a clue to the affinity of

("Ptin. %6 P i a %{e
IPs F*%V(ygr%(tge now et‘i%e%(\;{é %erﬁggﬁﬁt eﬁ
'vas c_ t1?° of the gradual transformation of

Pfic ~bich aUly much prejudiced by received
upon anyone engaged in

] %S,Btifﬁe 1> .
"Mk-benf* VontM0®, foo be quite acourate, four

0 icbes8fW°r~ being published here in
in °f all denominations, had shown

’[‘§,"5" AN 2.P08ing the advance of the new

CAEAS AWK - -
"t Gomin 'E A FSE (1908 PP, 19480

o :
iecl,‘re 8% M %enge ﬁ%‘.'G)v p. 514.
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scientific facts and ideas. But the wiser and more
knowing ones, who knew the strength of the enemy,
saw that ultimately this stubborn attitude would end
in disaster. Besides, they had the example of the
Catholio Church in its campaign against the move-
ment of the earth ; and they concluded that it would
be better to capitulate to the inevitable, and make
the best terms possible in the circumstances. This
was the origin of the famous Essays and Reviews.
The idea was to surrender what Mr, Gladstone later
on called the “ Impregnable Book of Holy Scripture,”
and concentrate their forces in defence of the idea
of God and a future life, which most people believed
in on the authority of the Bible.

The result was the appearance in 1860 of the
famous volume of Essays and Reviews, which con-
sisted of seven essays, six of them by the most
learned clergymen in the Church, namely, Dr. Temple,
Bev. Bowland Williams, Professor Baden Powell, the
Bev. H. B. Wilson, Bev. Mark Pattison, and the Bev.
Professor Jowett. Only one contributor was not in
Holy Orders; this was C. W. Goodwin, who contri-
buted an article on the “ Mosaic Cosmogony,” which
more immediately concerns onr subject, although it
was not more drastic than Bowland Williams’ review
of Bunsen’s Biblical Researches or Baden Powell’s
“Study of the Evidences of Christianity,” which
was denounced as thoroughly atheistic.

Goodwin sets ont to show the utter impossibility of
attempting to reconcile the account given in Genesis
with the facts and investigations of modern science.
He observes, “in a text-book of theological instruc-
tion widely used, we find it stated in broad terms,
‘Geological investigation, it is now known, all prove
the perfect harmony between scripture and geology,
in reference to the history of oreation’” (Horne’s
Introduction to the Holy Scriptures, 1856). It is this
view that Goodwin sets out to destroy. He observes
that “light and the measurement of time are repre-
sented as existing before the manifestation of the
sun,” and notioes that “The work of the seoond day
of creation is to erect the vault of Heaven, whioh is
represented at supporting an ocean of water above
it...... It is said to have pillars, foundations, doors,
and windows ” (p. 219).

After going through the six days of creation, he
observes that there can be little doubt as to the
literal meaning of the writer, and it is beyond dis-
pute that for centuries *its words have been received
in their genuine and natural meaning. That this
meaning is primd facie one wholly adverse to the
present astronomioal and geological views of the
universe is evident enough ” (p. 228). But the most
damaging part of the essay was the revelation that
not only did the geological record flatly oontradict
the Bible record, but that the reconcilers of the Bible
and science were in violent contradiction among
themselves. Having agreed to abandon the obvious
meaning of the text, they immediately began to
quarrel as to what the meaning was. In faot, the
reconcilers required a super-reconciler to reoonoile
them.

Dr. Buokland, for instance, in his “ Bridgewater
Treatise,” felt at liberty to introduce millions of
millions of years between the beginning in which
God created the heaven and the.earth, and the
evening or oommenoemont of the first day. Goodwin
shows how Hugh Miller—who had adopted Buok-
land’s suggestion—was obliged, after further inves-
tigation, to give it np. “ Other geologists,” says
Goodwin, “ have proposed to give an entirely mythical
or enigmatioal sense to the Mosaio narrative, and to
oonsider the creative days [desoribed as vast periods
of time ” (p. 286); this in turn being rejeoted by
Arohdeaoon Pratt in his Science and Scripture not at

Variance. (To be continued.) W. Mann.

The dear Baity News recently quoted the words of an
Hartillery colonel ” with regard to the Allies offensive : “ The
day will come when we shall shake heavon and earth with
a stupendous rain of explosivos.” Feathers should be cheap
on the day when heaven is shaken.
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Famous Freethinkers I Have Known.—YI.

Mrs. Annie Besant.

Freethought recognises no distinction in sex, color,
or race in its advocates or adherents. From time
immemorial there have been Freethinkers, male and
female, who have devoted their lives to the service
of the eanse. The fair, wise, and beautiful philo-
sopher Hypatia, consecrated heér life to the service
of Freethought. France has produoed many lady
advocates of Freethought, and so also has America.
In this country the most famous | remember were
Mrs. Annie Besant and Mrs. Harriet Law.

In a previous article | have recorded my recollec-
tions of Mrs. Harriet Law, in this one | propose to
give some reminisoenoes of Mrs. Baaant as | knew
her when she was unquestionably the most learned,
the most eloquent, and the most powerful lady
advooate of Freethought that this country ever
produced.

From J. M. Wheeler’s splendid Biographical Dic-
tionary of Freethinkers, | learn that Mrs. Besant wa3
born on Ootober 1, 1847. Educated in Evangelical-
ism by Miss Marryat, sister of the famous Captain
Marryat, the novelist, she shortly afterwards turned
towards the High Church by reading Pusey and
others. A diligent study of the Gospels led her to
recognise that they contained a number of very
glaring contradictions, but she set her doubts at rest
for a time by regarding her scepticism as a sin too
wioked to entertain.

In 1867 she married the Rev. Frank Besant, a
clergyman of the Church of England and brother of
Sir Walter Besant, the famous novelist. Soon after-
wards she read extensively the controversial litera-
ture on religion and soience. A study of Greg’s
Greed of Christendom and Matthew Arnold’s Literature
and Dogma did much to increase and deepen her
scepticism. She subsequently became acquainted
with the Rev. Charles Voysey and Mr. Thomas Scott,
the publisher, for the latter of whom she wrote an
essay on “ The Deity of Jesus of Nazareth,” * by the
wife of a benifioed clergyman.” This led her husband
to insist upon her taking the Communion or leaving.
She chose the latter course, taking, by agreement,
her daughter with her. When thrown upon her own
resources, she at first wrote several traots for Mr.
Soott, but she ultimately threw the weight of her
brilliant intellect and extraordinary talents into the
Freethought cause.

In 1874 she succeeded James Thomson (B.V.) on
the staff of the National Reformer and wrote a weekly
artiole over the signature of “ Ajax.” The following
year she took to the platform, and being naturally
very eloquent, she soon won for herself a place as
the leading lady advocate in the Freethought move-
ment.

In 1880 Mrs. Besant matriculated at the London
University, and in 1882 she took 1st. B.Sc. with
honors. A lady with suoh extraordinary talent was
bound to make a name for herself in any movement.

I had the pleasure of hearing her first lecture
delivered as a kind of introduction to the great
Radical Party of this country, at the Co-Operative
Society’s Hall, Castle-street, upon “ The Political
Status of Women.” Mr. George Jaoob Holyoake
presided and Mr. Bradlaugh had a seat on the plat-
form. Mrs. Bradlaugh Bonner, in her admirable life
of her father, tells us that Mr. Bradlaugh was eo
impressed by Mrs. Besant’s eloquence on that occa-
sion that he considered it “as probably the best
speech by a woman ” he had ever listened to.

| heard her frequently. Naturally she was very
fluent of speech, with a wonderful vocabulary of
words, at once expressive and eloquent. She had a
pleasant, cultured voice, a most earnest style of
delivery, and a well-trained logical order of mind,
whioh succeeded in convincing people of the truth
and justice of the cause Bhe pleaded by her powerful
reasoning, her fasoinating style, and the great en-
thusiasm with which she grappled with her subjeot.
Her linguietio knowledge was simply marvellous. |
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remember attending the International
Congress in 1876 at the Hall of Soience.
Saturday evening Mr. Bradlaugh was in i
and, just before the rising of the meeting
BoRtiAALE e Bieenesion BR <Besulsrisif]
and Spiritualism,” when he told me thapi ..
have the first place in the discussion on
ing Sunday morning at 10.80. | knew tha"
important to be there in good time,
learned from experience that if | was not
the moment he took the chair he would
someone else to resume the discussion. SoP”<
home, wrote out my speech on the subject, "diN;
the time came | mounted the platform an“ afdyl
it to the best of my ability, ooeupyinS e
quarter of an hour in delivery. Profess ~*
Buchner, the distinguished German sow. 0
philosopher was in the ¢haif. Immedia y g
wards, Mrs. Besant rose and translated
into French—for the benefit of the Fren° .
occupying about the same time as |
read my paper. Then she translated ap
into English, and delivered a part of her
in German for the benefit of the distingo* *
man. Her most notable efforts at oratory,
were no doubt when she spoke for two
social aspect of the Malthusian doctrine o
Chief Justice Cockburn in the trial of tn 7
Bradlaugh and Besant, and later when so
against the deoision of the Master of to (Ojfm
the question of depriving her of the enS -0ag "

j?

daughter on account of her heretioal to”
each of these occasions she showed bers
perfeot mistress of all the arts of O, ©

persuasion, wit, eloquenoe, and logioal fo

On one oocasion | had a chat with af
manager—Mr. Joseph Arnold Cave—o*',,jjy
Mrs. Besant speak, and he said to 1110,j)alA

Sir, if 1 could only get Mrs. Besant as w
lady at my theatre | could make a fof :
Sir, she would thrill the audience, andi #

theatre would be all too small for me. fl08"Kj

of fact, Mrs. Besant’s power of attraotiog
was almost equal to that of Mr. ®ra“ er of
Mrs. Besant was very proud of her*po¥ Qupl$ilx
an audience. At one of the N.S. b sg'ep
held at Birmingham in the ’eighties, " . #etex
the evening meeting at the Xowo B, mi »
Besant, Mr. Bradlaugh, Mr. Thomas b f.
Gudlf Footet | speeches were §#a- \m-
intern/; A ~*mk | can say without t?
battery, that the finest epem

that evening, botH for the matter andn,  ft
way in which ke handled the
delivered by the Editor of this j°a $e ‘7
polished, literary form of the speec
power of exposition, the great Rights » ~ ~ 7
the magnificemt peroratfon, conibifiou  rmtive
speech a perfeot masterpiece. ‘;Ld[ 'lc;r;
self seemed very muoh impresset bri'l'l*g Vil
have said, all the speeches were " s
it was very difficult to judge betw”e” c9i0e ¢
Mrs,- Besant got off the platform, &' fret j*
to mo and asked what | though®” jod?0.:,\
probably thinking | was a pretty g°*
form eloquence. | replied in one pj
and she seemed to be pleased with £ a0i
appreciation, which 1 gave with fra
sincerity. .a3n

In 1888 Mrs. Basant was returns "Q0ef it j
the Loudon School Board for to ~ Djc,,j’
Division. Shortly afterwards, I»
Board, came in conflict with_my_0Oce\jjt
prohibited from delivering Frefliu*”jots ~
Sunday or selling any of my Pal®i in

tions on that day. Mrs. B0Osa ’00
speech, defended my right to leotu . jji”"
on Sandays, upon whioh day | iBlA &
of the Board ; and, as a result, _heia
rescinded. | shall always fooL bo
Besant for the splendid fight ° f
occasion in my behalf. She alsof apds

for Mr. F. J. GoulJd, a soboolmast®

=



‘EHEI

Board, who was grossly persecuted on account
tolne'e™ oal opinions.
>j. n"rs-Besant became a Socialist, her personal
w/e aswell as her great argumentative power
;9Dj ®an7 Breethinkers with her out of our move-
» 0  Socialist ranks, which regarded social
as of more importance than purely spooula-
V/Potions on religion. When she debated with
«aj@igat the Hall of Scienoe on “ Is Socialism
ijj. » t had the honor of presiding one evening
ijy t“e debate. And a very extraordinary thin%
.wea. During the debat0) tbe reporter who ha
‘4, [a"Sed to take verbatim notes, suddenly came
diarp ’and was unable to proceed with his work.
, ed while Mrs. Besant was speaking. |
v umgqug;pr attention to the fact, hut failed, and
U« —~
C  heiDg unfair, and not allowin
CE time with her opponent. No , Yy oI
me knows that | would notbe go 7 q
5 VniLBacE 10 — LU, it tsjjeujituly W
"t tjm 8billing that Mrs. Beeant should take as
m) jjjj. as she thought necessary in her last
i“d ho WHen her fifteen minutes was up she
didy ,%eat) and | felt sorry that | had not
1*76 niJ?*loned the incident, which only a few
SeMr n had observed.
doing b ssant forgave me, for | had no inten-
P.: i.r an injnBtioe. Mrs. Besant remained
WiCd hpi- ir  &ht Party until she publicly pro-
-lato 8el£ to bo a Theosophist, and then she
ipt dige-.1/ on her work in a new sphere, and
3d °t oonditions. But we as Freethinkers
ie o grateful for the splendid work Bhe
v*@OO 10 she was an advocate of our Cause;
m 2 t0 Oar movement hundreds of men and
» uremain with us to-day, M/inTtbem
| Mrrs. Besant for having deatroJ "L \on an

4a HABeerms of an insMmus super t t N
themto tread the narrow path tuas

' MpiresB, and progress. “kthUR B. Moss.

anybody

E

>

Deus Loquitur.

the Muses, in a trance
vast ana *n °theric space;
lit theie  Bbapeless region whence come dreams,
tv/ible’n ~bought I marked two ghostlike forms
CSop8~figures born in fog.
¢V 81wt j rEfs they, of heaven and hell:
't~d. avoi,ed tbex insubstantial forms,
tat*8bei thf>t 1U80mbre brooding tones I
°b’s comv oterQost, lord of heaven, that spake
@Inpeer, Lucifer the fell.
agn
IS thburn

i? e

® Lucifer ! since wo,

Hat10Rand Ob Ur @0t crude ignorance
SthSoet 3 ; eand vast Eternity,
W I* hi°his =% 1?8 Paradox ]
are’a”™i.that which makes it bo 1
P bont Etor  the things that ever were
. is Man” $ Unceasing change ?
£ ivTLE taoynU WAIO mado us, in the vast

hi» that wen ' |, 4 moment that scarce counts
iv ibices nt8,and all that yet Bhall be,

Alimited?
Jha” eods ar6i t!h'{‘\'/&ﬁﬂo 0tm persi8t

\auticgihe0* his oA phautasmal paihd;
vhL!*0exist®L *bat chango with changing Time;
3 hh/tantiai “c® in the flux of things;

'»hon J “is own vague dreams.

o7~ 76 C U HBeWis tiat M made him

. ho fan8e attributes of power
tent

V'V, n, breat*10* of mere sound
M2®bim v, a 8°d’s most primal law
MMoh8i free 1mine own image true;
hs?&for j. 8 0 er ho deemed mine own
for 1{'bt'Cr, if *twere not so grim
's own happiness 1
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For though Man made us twain, ho deems that |
Am cause alone of all that e’er could be,

And sway alike his greatest weal or woe;

Yet his own priests, the midwives of onr birth,
Now tell him “E’en Gods powers are limited;
His will can only act when not opposed’;
Yainly I try to understand the mind3

Of those who vow | have created them ;

They chant that | 1rule everything that is’;
Yet me, through their free will, they can defy,
And let you sway them wheresoe’er you will;
Nature, they sing, makes manifest my will
According to the laws that | have framed ;

Yet they ne’er blame me for her vagaries

That often wreck their aims and dearest hopes ;
Tho’ you, O Lucifer 1 they often blame,
Although they say that | have conquered hell;
They say my highest attribute is Love;

Yet priests call bloody war 1A Day of God 1’
And eager urge them bend their highest powers
To blast themselves worse than their dreamborn hell;
Each ever claims that | fight on their side;
Each swears that yours is their opponent’s cause ;
Perceiving not how they themselves delude.
They vow that | have power o’er every heart;
Yet never marvel that | do not change

Their tyrants selfish hearts from lust of power
That wreaks on them black miseries untold;
But watch aloft in dumb indifference,

Doing, as | have ever done, no-thing.

One could extend a catalogue like this,

But that it bores worse than divinity.

Truly, whatever sense they reft themselves
With which, as added grace, me to endow,
Their minds they must have shed of every scrap
Of humor.”

Then sounded mocking laughter

That thrilled with sneer of cynical disdain ;
Silence ensued; there came a mighty gust,

As though all space had heaved a weary yawn ;
And lo 1 the bard awoke to things of earth.

W. J. King.

National Secular Society.

Report of Monthly Executive Meeting held on June 24.

Present: Messrs. Bowman, Britten, Cohen, Cunningham,
Davidson, Gorniot, Heaford, Jackson, Judge, Leat, Neate,
Nichols, QuintoD, Roger, Rosetti, Samuels, Shore, Silverstein,
Thurlow, Wood, White, Miss Rough and Mrs. Rolefis,

In the absence of the President, Mr. Cohen was elected to
the chair.

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year
General Secretary, Miss E. M. Yance; Benevolent Fund
Committee, Messrs. Davey, Leat, Roger, Samuels, and Wood,;
Monthly Auditors, Messrs. Loat and Samuels.

New members were admitted for the Parent Society and
the Camberwell and West Ham Branches.

Instructions were given for open,air Demonstrations to be
held at Brockwell Park and Edmonton Green.

Notices of Motion, Nos. 9, 10, 12, and 18, remitted from
tho Conference Agenda, were dealt with, and Messrs. David-
son, Rosetti, and Shore were elected as a sub-committee to
carry out Resolutions 10 and 13 (incorporated).

Minor matters of business were dealt with, and it was
resolved that, in order to give longer time for discussion,
future Executive meetings be held at 7 p m.

E. M, Vance, Secretary.

The official news of the War published in the newspapers
has tho same air of sober restraint manifested in the Go spe
narratives. A good story of the effect of such reading is
told by the Manchester Guardian. Two workmen were
discussing the War, and one remarked it would be a long
job. “I1twill an’ all,” replied his mate. *“The Germans
are taking tens of thousands of Russian prisoners, and the
Russians aro taking tens of thousands of German prisoners.
Presently all the Russians will be in Germany and all the
Germans in Russia, and then they’ll have to fight to get
home.”

“ Woman,” says Miss Marie Corelli, “was not created by
a Divine Intelligence to bo a toy or a domestic drudge, but

a comrade.” What a pity the Divine Intelligence made so
few hits and so many misses.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach uaby first post on Tuesday
and be marked “ Lecture Notice ” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.

Outdoor.

Bethnal Green Branch N. 8.8. (Victoria Park, near the
Bandstand) : A. D. Howell Smith, B.A., 3.15, “Washed in the
Blood of the Lamb ” ; 6.15, “ The Evolution of the Christ Myth.”
“ Camberwell Branch N. 8. 8. (Brockwell Park) : 6, W. David-
son, a Lecture.

Kinosland Branch N. 8. 8. (corner of Ridley-road): 7.30,
R. H. Rosetti, “Religion and War.”

North London Branch N. 8. 8. (FinSbUl’])-/ Park) : 11.15, F.
Bchaller, a Lecture. Parliament Hill: 3.15, Miss Kough, a
Lecture. Regent’s Park : 3.15, F. Schaller, a Lecture.

West Ham Branch N. 8. 8. (outside Maryland Point Station,
Stratford, E.): 7, L. B. Gallagher, a Lecture.

LATEST N. S. S. BADGE.—A single Pansy
flower, size as shown ; artistic and neat design
in enamel and silver; permanent in color; has
been the means of making many pleasant
introductions.  Brooch, Stud fastening, or
Scarf-pin, post free in Great Britain, 9d. each.
Exceptional value. Only limited number in
stock—From Miss E. M. Vance, General
Secretary, 8. S., 62 :Farringdon-street, London, E.C.
N.B.—Note compulsory slight advance in prices.

PROPAGANDIST LEAFLETS. New Issue. 1. Christianity a
Stupendous Failure, J. T. Lloyd; 2. Bible and Teetotalism, J. M.
Wheeler; 3. Principles of Secularism, C. Watts; 4. Where Are
Your Hospitalst R. Ingersoll. 5. Because the Bible Tells Me
So, W. P. Ball; 6. Why Be Good? by G. W. Foote. The
Parson’'s Creed, Often the means of arresting attention and
making new members. Price 6d. per hundred, post free 7d.
Bpecial rates for larger quantities. Samples on receipt of
stamped addressed envelope.—Miss E, M. Vance, N. S. S.
Secretary, 62 Farringdon-street, London, E.O.

THE,, LATE,
CHARLES BRADLAUGH, M.P.

A Statuette Bust,

Modelled by Burvill in 1881. An excellent likeness of the great
Freethinker. Highly approved of by his daughter and intimate
colleagues. = Size, 6J ins. by 8| ins. by 4J ins.

Plaster (lvory Finish) ... 3/-
Extra by post (British Isles): One Bust, 1/-; two, 1/6.

Tab Pioneer Press 61 Farringdon-street, London, E.C.; or,

Miss E. M. Vance, Secretary, N. S. S.
All Profits to be devoted to the N, S. S. Benevolent Fund.

THE

SECULAR

THK PBEEfaiNKES

America’s Freethought NevwvspaRf

THE TRUTHKh" SBBJEFi

FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT, 1»\dh
CONTINUED BY E. M. MACDONALD, b»3 jpf

G. E. MACDONALD
L. K WASHBURN ~. E ditobiW
Subscription R ates. k(D)
Single subscription in advanoe — o
Two new subscribers — o 80R)

One subscription two years in advanoe
To all foreign countries, except Mexico, 50 oents
Subscriptions for any length of time under a yea*'tjC,
25 oents per month, may be begun at anY
Freethinkers everywhere are invited to tend for r
which are free.
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY,
Publishers, Dealers in Freethought
62 Vsbsy Street, N*w
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Determinism or Free
By C. COHEN.

Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd-

sune®

A clear and able exposition of the
the only adequate light—the light of °\0

CONTENTS.

I. The Question Stated.—Il. “ Freedom™™ a0? gdBe
Consciousness, Deliberation, and ChoicJ— ° 90i
Consequences of Determinism.—V. Professor

em in Determinism.—IX. Environ«6*"'

PRICE ONE SHILLING”

(Postage 2d.)

The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon-street,

SOCIETY

(LIMITED)
Company Limited by Guarantee.
Registered Office—62 FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.O.
Chairman of Board of Directors—Mr. G. W. FOOTE,

Secretary—Miss E. M, YANCH,

This Society was ormed in 1898 to afford legal security to the
acquisition and application of funds for Seou'ar purposes.
he Memorandum of Association seta forth that the Society's
Objects are :—To promote tho principle that human oonduct
should be based upon natural knowledge, and not upon super-
natural belief, and that human welfare in this world is the proper
end of all thought and action. To promote freedom of inquiry.
To promote universal Secular Education. To promote the com-
lete secularisation of tho State, cto., eto. And to do all such
awful things as are conducive to suoh objects. Aiso to have,
hold, receive, and retain any sums of money paid, given, devised,
or bequeathed by any person, and to employ the same for any of
tho purposes of the Society.

The liability of members is limited to £1, in case the Society
should ever be wound up and the assets were insufficient to oover
liabilities—a most unlikely contingency.

Members pay an entrance fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent
yearly subscription of five shillings.

The Society has a considerablejnumber of members, but amuch
larger number is desirable, and it is hoped that some will be
gained amongst those who read this announcement. ~All who join
it participate in the control of its business and the trusteeship of
its resources. It is expresslz provided in the Articles of Associa-
tion that no member, as such, shall derive any sort of profit from
the Society, either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in
an¥ way whatever.

he “Society's affairs are managed by an elected Board of
Direotors, consisting of not less than five and not more than
twelve members, one-third of whom retiro (by ballot) eaob year,

W 'As’

.elu- ~F
ai « [

OoielF tfFJ

but aro oapable of re-oleotion. An x«—
membors must be held in London, to roej
now Direotors, and transact any other bla« _

ire in a position io0 ™ "ao0ietyD

donations, or to insert a bequest in the ,\RB8Tii6
wills.  On this point there need not be “J nelts- .
It is guite impossible to set aside such ocq  oiAd jy,
have no option but to pay them over , b»s., 6°d
administrgtion. No objection of an A
connection with any Of e WIWA}IIMBHQ. nn
al r_lgadysbee_n bgnefi}_ed_. M — rPer
Roogglan%?llg%ghsd)ré?{gg{rsé&feLone grns L-  fiQgio™j pi

A Form of Bequest—Tho following I®
bequest for insertion in the wills jiced, o
“ bequeath to the Secular Society, Lk . 9 t* itji'pf
“mfiree from faty, #od k dire_cé aoQiy»r., .o
“ two members of the Board of the said o ii%e
“ thereof shall be a good discharge t0

said Leggey.~

Friends of tho Society who have r e «
or who inténd to do so, should formally . fl

*aorii) n nviviitin intimatiiOB #0 . iPjdjQ"
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"Tlonal secular society.

;j Pfeaident: G. W. FOOTE.
Qy+MBSE. M. Vance, 62 Farringdon-st., London, B.O.

Sich Principles nod Objects.

“Jh,0 Reaches that conduct should be base on reason
weet . € knows nothing oi divine guidance or
MNehen’s  ex®dndes supernatural hopes and fears; it

5©,, ieHouice 11188 aa mana ProPar aim, and utility as his

‘JefySP a®rins that Progress is only possible through
H3tetta *3 at once a right and a duty; and therefore
wldt ,,...°Toevery barrier to the fullest equal freedom of
s4,aj®.aaaBpeooh.
w Rt @CarOH that theology is condemned by reason
N jta I?Us>and by experience as mischievous, and
.Claristn 67isf0r*0 enemy of Progress.
edo t?000rdillgly seeks to dispel superstition; to
'w*9d tg 10n’ to disestablish religion; to rationalise
3®ial , 6i,1t0-°t° Peace; to dignify labor; to extend
ben8i and to realise the self-government of

£ i

uM

Reisern >s_e|i_?ible as a member on signing the
, | dbijGf atationT—

38tay50|f0 -i0ia tho National Secular Society, and I

.. admitted as a member, to co-operate in
*« objects.’1

jectir

luticiL
“*Rdvin

should bo transmitted to the Seoretary
i"A
She?°?@,a minimum of Two Shillings per year, every
“itien, “ft to fix his own subscription according to
i{i and interest in the cause
# . . . .
&w /jrdiate Practical Objects.
mA Societ- 1011 °* Bequests to Secular or other Free-

'Pxoon' I8 *or maintenance and propagation of
vtoo T fy’ns on matters, ofyreligion, on the same

PPI7 to Christian or Theistio ohurohes or
>Uti,;°U q

t,1a ?a

6 oK A T ] L * .-
4La,?ngland, Scotlahd, and Wales.
i VSS*(0“ OlLallReligions Teaching andB

S'fite” °thet odacational establishments suppo

&
Beaging
rtea

'S ii»s « 1lonawod édacatloEalin »»«»»» *° *he

fte iiA "SA ‘sr.

[*4iliiy0day hesbardainth Voifep\Asl &reéesouablo Uberty

those who would make a profit out
Ntk »*«dlelba aate, »aS'"*“06" "
sntagonlstlo to justice and human

iaily lit"] ah j18* and wise moan3 of the oon
_I_rS1i>o ct;,, 1 the masses of tho people, especially

thiTd”~Me insanitary and incommodious
**»* of open spacoB, cause physical
A liUdiin of Vu&nd the deterioration of family life,

h W ,? 10»! an”6 rigllt aad duty of Labor to organise
Nw/tbaf-'.Potent; 690n°mical advancement, and of its
S 1?Cation o ¢? In. Bnch combinations.

m‘ow taMranv,;10 ldea of Reform for that of Punish-
of i, * °* criminals, so that gaols may no
NJsicai -allsation, or even of mere detention,
? a®ictrri’ mi°heotual, and moral elevation for
0l thn anti-social tendencies,
Qdinnv.iaora™law to animals, so aa to secure
4tv,JQn of p and legal protection against cruelty.
ACi~tion i 00 between nations, and tho substi-
"8i. 101 War in the settlement of inter-
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FREETHOUGHT PUBLICATIONS.

Liberty and Necessity. An argument against
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