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Htc. / payers arc a disease of the will, so are
e 50 disease of the intellect.

Ralph Waldo Emerson.

Working a Miracle.
thin
B Profit e° C8idered, Christianity has not made
“of Chri °* e War. First of all, the mere
<ato tho "a? nahjons at war needed explaining—
j“jiion fail 1 ~ful. Then the expeoted boom in
Elision !'° mahOrialise. Next, opportunities
titiluiin 8In”erPrOtation of events have not been
*h awar that is more a war of machinery
rfitvéPtion6 6 Hven hbe saving of lives by the
geaar. °f a Bible or prayer-book between a
& dck by V ™ ended viotim has been poshed on
¢ &7orlfiin10?7?000 ~ ns> novels, note-books, and
NB?ad J objects. Finally, the leaders of the
X of j tbe nation have been foroed by the
tJty out fQOta V* neglect appeals to religion, and
tir8 If tK ass*8tiance of a purely mundane cha-
| &8 re]; ? world had been made up of Free-
=1 6 ContifO0OL coud not have been treated in
t- ePmafighptaon8 naanner—only if the world
iilHy have kUp  freethinkers there would most
no war at all.

S to thia® not expeot the olergy to submit
6/deutfi 8-ate of affairs. Somehow or other
hoSienog * 8uPport of religion must be found,
S ,Maly 71 8apernatural activity furnished. It
\ & Cace n 1 Bosiness of the olergy to provide
iNttet firs™ 82me have risen to the occasion. In
=l Haml P*ace niust be given to Dr. R. F.
and ps*ea® Hr. Horton does not possess
‘8op of rrred0O0Omable stupidity of a man such
T 8 nnf-°’ndon’ on contrary, he possesses
an 6 abilifcy- Hut where purely re-
canm.r-10oncerned be possesses an almost
S nfoteelse ~ *or be”ev*ng things that to al-
j &tef Mttt rpEn command consideration
108 toid u-WB> *n a recent sermon at Man-
Plan O 18 atlHOnce that “ now and again
. I QoRiinp *8 oonsoious of a comrade
? a>becon,: 18b belp>and even delivering him.”

4S nmore Pr0oi80:—
®Hi 1on Og r°m the Dardanelles last week but one.
~Qgua °£ °ur transport ships told me in the

N4t b°°P8hfe j ° w .airsbips of the enemy came
V j 5 °f Gofi* Or°pping bombs. The captain, who
i liw*j it on ,,~ave the order to the men to pray.

S»

Ote f, them ~och and prayed, and the Lord
98, eighteen bombs, which seemed
It 8 M overhead, fell harmlessly into the
RN >2 re
\&R8 gm"h0 » abl0 *hat this incident escaped
V Boe @M on despatches. A shipload of

C ar’Pped n jIr bn00s to pray while bombs
O g4~ acoortr tbe b°mbs being miraoulously
their prayers, must have

V'rah'"ber nfUean> AnNd it is preoise enough.
9 Bivo botnb8 were counted. That, as

785k < nhj an air of verisimilitude to an
‘th~id h unoonvinoing narrative. The
adopt kkP6d “ otiee, or that other cap-

3 tk b° 8ame precautions. This in-

°an surprising, it is criminal. If
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the landing of the troops had been covered by prayers
instead of by battleships, our terrible losses might
have been avoided. One even feels that this unnamed
oaptain, “ who is a man of God,” deserves censure for
not praying for the safety of the rest of the vessels
engaged. It would be as easy for prayer to defleot
shells as to defleot bombs. At any rate, it is the
plain duty of Dr. Horton to report the matter to the
Admiralty, so that all the captains when they see the
enemy will fall on their knees and pray, and so avoid
future casualties.

There is another story of miraculous intervention
afloat, not originated by Dr. Horton, although he
stands sponsor for its truth. This other story, he
says, has been “ repeated by so many witnesses that
if anything can be established by contemporary evi-
dence, it is established,” and he adopts it without
further parley. For several reasons this story de-
serves more detailed treatment. It has been cir-
cumstantially related in a parish magazine published
at Clifton, and republished in religious newspapers.
The Viear of Clifton reports that it has made his
magazine quite famous. And now the whole thing
has Dr. Horton’s endorsement, who believes it to
be thoroughly established by contemporary evidence.

This story—very briefly put—runs that during the
retreat from Mons our left wing was in danger of
annihilation. This we already knew, but the public
has been under the impression that this danger was
averted by the dogged fighting of our “ Tommies.”
That, however, is untrue. The Germans were within
reach of a orushing victory. Our men " expeoted
annihilation, as they were almost helpless,” when,
to their amazement, the Germans “ stood like dazed
men, never so much as touched their guns, nor stirred
till we had turned and escaped by some crossroads.”
What had saved them ? Nothing less than a troop
of angels! The British, the Germans, even the
horses saw them. There is no doubt of it. One
man might be deoeived, but two whole armies—
including the horses! Deception is clearly impos-
sible.

And here is the contemporary evidence. *“ Miss
M.” (it is probably modesty that conceals the name)
knew two officers, both of whom had seen the angels.
One of these men was not religious, but “ he has been
achanged man ever since.” That | can easily believe.
If 1 saw a troop of angels it would ohange me—the
sight of even one might do it. The other man Miss
M. met in London. She asked him had he heard the
story of the angels ? He replied that he had himself
seen them, and that they saved the left wing.

Miss M. repeats the story told her by friends. The
Yiear of All Saints, who issues the magazine, says
the story appears to him quite probable, and gives
what he says is “ an extract from an officer's letter”
—the officer being, as usual, unnamed :(—

“ 1 myself saw the angels who saved our left wing
from the Germans during the retreat from Mons. Wo
heard the German cavalry tearing after us, and ran for
a place where we thought a stand could be made with
some hope of safety, but before we could reach it thoy
were upon us. Wo turned and faced the enemy, ex-
pecting instant death. When to our wonder wo saw
between us and the enemy a whole troop of angels;
the horsos of the Germans turned round, frightened out
of their senses; thoy regularly stampeded, the men
tugging at their bridles, while the horses tore away in
every direction from our mon. Evidently the horses
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saw the angels as plainly as we did, and the delay gave
us time to reach a place of safety.”

Another piece of evidence is from “ a more unex-
pected source.” A captain in charge of German
prisoners states that the Germans say it is no use to
fight the English, for at Mons “ there were people
fighting far them, that they saw angels above and in
front of the lines, also that it is happening at Ypres.”

This is the only evidence offered—two men un-
named, the stories first told to an unknown “ Miss
M.,” afterwards made to appear as written state-
ments, and then, with Dr. Horton, repeated by “ many
witnesses,” and seen by “ our men.” That is a very
suggestive elaboration, and there are aspects of it
which | reserve for future treatment; for, ridiculous
as the whole thing is, it is interesting, and even
valuable, as a contribution to religious psychology.
Thousands of simple Christians will have read Dr.
Horton’s statement that the “ angelic guard” is a
proven fact, and will accept it on his authority, with-
out knowing that it rests on no better evidence than
the alleged statements of two unknown officers to an
equally unknown young lady. And not knowing this,
they will hardly realise that Dr. Horton’s story of
information received by him from an anonymous
sailor concerning a similar miracle in the Dardanelles
is a piece of sheer invention. If Dr. Horton had not
read the one story, he would never have told the
other.

And now comes the cream of the joke, the climax
of the story. In the Evening News of June 17, that
well known writer, Mr. Arthur Machen, gives his
account of the “ angelic guard.” Mr. Machen very
plainly, very definitely, claims the authorship. He
wrote the aoeount as early as last September. He
did not get it from two officers ; he was not told of
it by “ Miss M.” ; he never heard German prisoners
relating it with trembling lips ; he didn't even get it
from the horses. He had, he says, heard no kind or
sort of rumor of any “ spiritual intervention during
the retreat from Mons.” He simply invented it. Mr.
Machen took an idea that is as old as superstition
itself, and fitted it to the new circumstances. He
imagined the British troops in sore distress, and one
of our soldiers praying to St. George for help. And
St. George brings up the ghosts of the archers at
Agincourt, and annihilates the Germans with their
ghostly arrows. Mr. Machen wrote it as a legend;
it was “invention as much as any story can bo
invention.” And he never expected anyone to take
it seriously.

But Mr. Machen reckoned without the Yicar of
All Saints and Dr. Horton, and the inventiveness of
the clergy generally. It was too good a chance to
be lost. The story sounded all right—to religious
ears—and it was quite easy to supply the “ evidence.”
It is so easy to cite communications from “ an
officer,” or a “ soldier,” or a “ sailor,” or a “ corres-
pondent.” We have seen the same kind of thing
brought forward in support of death-bed conversion
to Christianity and the like. Nothing seems to stop
these people playing the same game over and over
again, and of course nothing ever induces them to
Bay they are wrong. Dr. Horten will not publicly
recant—all he said when taxed by Mr. Maohen was
that such a story was “ eminently oredible.” And
the Yioar of Clifton says the same. Neither faced
the faot that this particular story was a lie; that
the angel-obaerving officers and German prisoners
were pure myths—so were the horses who tagged
frantically at their bridles to escape. Mr. Maohen
invented the story, and never intended that it should
be accepted as anything but an invention. But then
came the turn of the olergy. They invented all the
evidence for it, and never intended that people should
find out it was not the truth. They have not said
they are sorry they circulated the faleohood; prob-
ably they don’t feel sorry either. Their only regret
is at being found out.

Both the Vioar of Clifton and Dr. Horton offer a
sort of an apology for the story, and with this | will
deal next week. 0t ConEN.
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Christian Hypocrisy.

According to the teaohing of the Christian glm{
there are two types of man, of wisdom* &l
knowledge, namely, the lower and the big“eV :
natural and the spiritual. The chief ebaragf’' =
of the natural man is that the spiritual
wholly unintelligible to him becauge %Iﬂf{'
higher wisdom and knowledge. The o alib-
claimed to be a spiritual man, and re’\a|$ngll
could not make that claim as beings .
totally different category. His words are de °
void of ambiguity :— RAYS
" The natural man receiveth not the n
Spirit of God, for they are foolishness 00
he cannot know them, because they ste
discerned ” (1 Cor. ii. 14). AN
The expression “ receiveth not” is edal jjr
I the rejection is due to
ability to receive. If the apostle’s words »
thing, then, they clearly convey, or at ﬁe]&
the idea that the natural man is 1 ¢7edV
blameworthy for his denial of spiritual
for him, in his present state, they are O €&Jd)
Paul knew them because they had been . K
him through the Spirit. So far as the v
wa3 concerned, he spoke an unknown toD° got”
the very words he employed had been L"co™y.
not by man’s wisdom, but by the wiado® jrj(; of'
from above, iie had’'recei/ed, “ not the sp>
world, hut the Spirit which is from it e tb'l
quenoe of which reception hs knew
that have been freely given to us ~
carnal-minded, such as most of . (Tiitfiblfl*
were, they seemed absurd, being nninte s $8&
inevitable inference from Paul’s langufk* ~jgt”,;
spiritual man occupies a higher plane 0 jaUfm
is, in faot, a sort of Superman who sits aQjWj
upon all alike, but denies the right o
pronounce judgment upon him. , foe “H:
Now, it was to the spiritual man tea N
Jesus made his supreme appeal. He ~ pe
parabolical form of teaching on Pnr?°L 0 s*ij
the natural man from understanding b’ ’oe for 1
of spiritual wisdom were intended vg*
supernaturally initiated. His teao be8
dressed to the twelve disciples, to woo ” .&ey;

“ Unto you it is given t0 xnow the

kingdom of heaven, but to them [to0 . jjitl 6j@&{
is not given. For whosoever hath, #) m
given, and he shall have abundance*
bath not, from him shall be takeO .jofm
which he hath. Therefore speak | they 1L
because seeing they see not, and beari j9), i
neither do they understand” (Matt's 5
The Sermon on the Mount, as '‘piatiil

Gospel, was delivered to a chosen fOW, wtJur,
admits this when he says : “ Our £j31™ 0 jno, -*5
the mountain to get away from Lis™P

Thither he was followed by his °.03°JlfoteNrr it*
it is to them that the Sermon is a”

wort? & “ e« ««1* O the
mnraM%e ®ern>on on thg I\J%unt eaf heta%

which Christ!th°® kin2dom of heaven, °r® 3bapp

flatil 8/ ans are expected to live- ate> u
flatly contradicts Bernhardi when he

6 18 a ,aw for individual _coasgle‘, .
society—a law which, reoogrliS€d *fjeqiol
the individual conscience, is to_be s $
establish a new social order (The "labi®

Mount, p. 8). Let ns now take two” 5 'S

found in this unique discourse* tbe/\ '*{
“ Resist not evil,” and the coa” b
enemies.” As we are aware, the h' tpe#
sayings as they stand, and treat

authoritative. Count Tolstoy soh’a’\ ®
retired from the Russian Army an AV\I%\N jiffi N
cated from the Russian Church. efinzte ./
belonging to different denominateO b- x

their plain, uninterpreted meaning* pot
Ho W

=
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fredt- " or  reSar<* them as applicable to life
inaa(..InSconditions. The Rev. Arthnr Pringle,
Mit3thfQ 3n Christian World for June 17,

mercy are the essence of
&gadod 1’ anMthat “ they are, as commonly un-
thit* th Ibe negation of war ” ; but he maintains
pddam a, ra°meot, is for Christians the
v A¥Lbismiz- The peablem id Htwduoed,
Michiio the natural man, by his very discussion
-in, 3 Skks to perplex and confuse the spiritual
<xdrg Mi?&Sence °f discipleship is unquestioning,
rB’sas n,missi°n to the Master. “ If a man love
' @tinPfu ~ 08Pal Jesus, “ he will keep my word.”

ithaaul, dictionary, we find that Christendom
flails,Or en e worl'i in which Christianity
Jiarg in °h is governed under Christian insti-

> ’lan3 Stinotion from Heathen or Moham-
Neof 6nS, ether words, Christendom is the
"enaP Iri"aa™men and women, whose one duty
Prooti@ ™ nahfied obodience to Christ. With
B"ar aroD, an Powers directly concerned in
Faking®ProfQ8sedly Christian, to which the laws
‘ahahifdl* 'lheaven are most truly applicable,
jgsin gt .3 °f Christondom are brothers and
1Xer a» r' ngr are called upon to love one
4H g ¢i. 3 EciOsaid to have teved aH mankind
jf®&, Ch' ~°r their salvation. Unfortunately,
all hilf 9n'i°m is engaged upon the bloodiest
x® "loea ,7rY ar<*” r' Pfingle want3us to believe
in the distinctive Christian sense
6 clause in italics], are by no means
itaouh™f- r'fihteous war.” That is one of
y e the N ‘s“laal sentences ever written. If we
J 'totive . staGient, love and mercy, “ in the
iyf@ee Gei, ristian sense,” indicate a disposition to
H }ioal in Seed of the world, to sink the
it °f a aQ service of the community, to lose
ji- j, Part in order to find it enriched and

( loere liat ol toe whele.
Ut g3 v2ar "theF8 8VBF been, suchMa_thing as
Kjsot of tJ ~ we considOr the question in
bvNioaliv ; ~ew Testament, the answer must be
4if 8'aa n'l "Qe. negative. All war between
tincct@mQilv 3 violation of justice. Loyalty to
i;féendjj or™and Master binds them to a life
iigjBtheir 8m°ny among themselves, and neces-
fyJ iigp0sit7 P6aling to him to guide them to a
athem °rR aay disputes that may arise
'helI?Ve the Priogle argues that if we
A Kof Ll %QFmbns w® must_fight _them, that
X n”id the nil. character may be washed out in
S ?°Qreais/E OBen™ oriHs, he tells us, an attitude
iVs™se it ~ce would be essentially unohris-
ktw°® ~ertnan deepest sense, be disas-
rS190 €13\ herself.” The reverend gentleman
JSY8°E hon.v,c?iae” about the probable conse-
y hBth e r SlSuanoe>forgetting that for genuine
% t, editij«ni- am*“ the question of consequenoes
N 5 beiraO leaning. “ Their's not to make
S h tathe Qin0 reason why,” their's but to obey
178P eirr ®&dhenoe§ their's but to put their
*at, b'l0' " °°hfident that he is ever mindful

NonByihthOel exaofcly 88 Q°a bad nothing
mMag G~ War; It never occurs to him to

Gdr.ble tub ssibility of supernatural inter-
Mg vy la hnewic thihgs for granted, naunialy,
.~ ~hst O0pelO88ly in the wrong, and that
T c°nquer her by force of arms

U™U»1 sm ni taust ficst ask himself whetber it is

» /Rhecifbut ti ’ but_i that once settled, there is

M ga r,.Thatl» s#€ Whoig heart and every ounce of
ils 11 her

*81,

a uG mer°|¥ to Germany. for_only
B3 "cr Wakening and
igNtfstian

thnilsg all ? /nieter arguing like an Atheist,

n ieb i»fe ko ~“be great principles which are
a a genuine Atheist’'s heart. Mr.

88 if Uk ComPletely out of the aocount
cen.~thr,®- PRI deperidc WHEPAY 03N

Nitt kiHa§I%§rHj and skill of the fighters.
retaliation are unthinkable

the recovéery of her

408

on our part, yet the men of God will not, “ in the
name of Christ, convey to our fighting men any kind
of disabling hesitancy, suggesting that it is religious
to go into battle with kid gloves on.” That is to say,
the soldiers are to strip themselves of their Chris-
tianity, hang it on the nearest peg, and go forth to
battle with the sole determination to crush their
enemies at whatever cost. That is the only way, Mr.
Pringle tells us, by which the Christian duty of
mercy can be related to the presnt situation, and
that is the only way by which the Allies can hop3 to
he victorious. Sir William Robertson Nicoll wrote
in precisely the same spirit in his leading article,
entitled “ The Next Three Months," in the British
Weekly.  Sir William professes to be a strong believer
in the efficacy of prayer, and has been sedulously
urging his readers to ask God for a speedy victory to
our cause, which he olaims is just; but in the article
just mentioned his attitude is one of absolute faith
in high explosive shells, and of no faith at all in
Heaven’s intervention on behalf of the right. He
does not say in so many words, like Bernhardi, that
might is right, but he does most effectively produce
the impression that right can only be established by
might.

The only possible conclusion is that Christian
hypocrisy has been brought into greater prominence
by the War than by any other event for many
generations. In theory, God is King for ever, Chris-
tendom is Christ’s proudest possession, and the Cross
is everywhere triumphant; but in practice, God has
been superseded by the Devil, Christendom {3 at the
mercy of the powers of darkness, and the triumph of
the Cross is merely an object of hope. This is hypo-
crisy in the plenitude of its shameless audacity. On
their knees Christians repeat with fervor the ex-
ploded myth, “ Not by might, nor by power, but by
my spirit, saith the Lard of hosts” ; but on their
feet, face to faoe with stupendous danger, their cry
is for shells, unlimited high explosive shells, or in
three months we perish. Being at war, ws agree
with what they now say on their feet, and ean only
laugh to scorn what they used to say on their knees
eight and nine months ago. Prayer does absolutely
nothing, while might, power, rightly guided and in
sufficient quantity, does everything. And, alas,
during this War between Christian nations, the voice
of reason and humanity is being persistently stifled.

J. T. L1osd.

The Villain of the Piece.

* He stalks up and down like a peacock.”—T boilus and Cbessida.

“ And thns | clothe my naked villainy
With old odd ends stolen forth of Holy Writ;
And seem a saint when mo3t | play the devil.”
—Kino Hicham I11.

The Kaiser is easily the best-hated man in the
world, He is a king after Charles the First's own
heart, the last that is left, the residuary legatee of
the divine right. He is an autoorat struggling
against democracy. The divinity of the White Tsar
has been limited by the Nihilists, but the Kaiser still
associates Providence with his rule, still invokes God
as the witness of his authority. Democracy, which
has frightened all the rest of the monarchs, crouches
quietly at the base of his throne. Some day the
divine right will no longer avail, and either he or a
successor will unpack sadly, in a foreign hotel, from
an exile’'s handbag, the battered crown of Germany.

A country which builds upon a nonsensical super-
stition will rue it, sooner or later. |If there is one
thing certain about Germany it is that it acquiesces
in this divine right of kings. Near a hundred years
ago, Shelley pointed the finger of scorn at “ King
deluded Germany,” and to-day that country is in-
volved in a world-war by a neurotio monarch who
holds himself as an instrument of God divinely
appointed to the task of establishing Teutonio supre-
macy throughout the world. “ There is only one
master in this country. That is I,” he said arro-
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gantly, “ who opposes me | shall crush in pieoes.”
It is the language of Tamerlane—or that of a

megalomaniao obsessed to the point of self-deifioation.

The Kaiser is fond of referring to his great ances-
tor, Frederic the Great. Wailliam 1Il. is the ninth
King of Prussia, and Frederic Il. was the third.
There the resemblance ends. Dining with Queen
Victoria, after the publication of his history, Macau-
lay said, “ the Queen talked about her poor ancestor,
James the Second.” *“ Not your Majesty’s ancestor,”
replied Macaulay, “ but your predecessor.” William
the Second does not descend directly from Frederic,
but from the great King’s nephew, Frederio William,
surnamed “ the fat,” who succeeded him, and allowed
the Prussian Army to fall into such a bad state as
afterwards to become an easy prey to Napoleon at
Jena.

As for William’s “ sainted grandsire,” he was, to
use Bismarck’s caustio phrase, “ a lathe painted to
look like iron.” His mental processes were slow, and
not in the least bit olever, like so many present-day
politicians. It is said that, whereas Bismarok re-
quired the largest sized hat, his Imperial master was
accommodated with one that would have fitted a
schoolboy. The present Kaiser’s versatility came to
him through his mother, the Princess Royal of
England, and the daughter of Prince Albert of Saxe
Coburg Gotha, the consort of Queen Victoria, and
one of the most cultured men of his time.

There is often a fly in the ointment, and it has
always been the Kaiser's wish to be not German
Emperor, but the Emperor of Germany. But he
found the other Teuton princes less amenable than
the democracy of his nation, and he remains to-day
the uncrowned German Emperor, not the crowned
Emperor of Germany. When the subject was dis-
cussed in the presence of Bismarck, the statesman
said, “ Sausage is sausage, whatever the name.” He
had made a nation in twenty years, and was indiffer-
ent to titles.

Naturally, such a man as the Kaiser brooks no
rivals. When he ascended the throne, the mighty
figure of Bismarck dwarfed him, and the great states-
man had to go back sadly to the fields and woodlands
of Friedrichsruhe. Yet the revelations of the Moltke-
Harden trial showed that the “ God-inspired” Emperor
was the puppet of the subtlest and most insidious of
influences.

Maybe this terrible European War will awaken the
intellectual conscience of Germany. It is inconceiv-
able that all Germans actually share in the mediaeval
superstitions of their Kaiser. The Socialists claim
to command three and a-half million votes, and even
the millions of Roman Catholics can scarcely believe
in the divine calling and election of a heretic Hohen-
zollern. Sooner or later the delusion must pass.
There was once a people that proclaimed themselves
the elect of God, but the logic of events has proved
that God has not elected them, nor preferred them,
seeeing that they were forsaken, dispersed through-
out the world, penned in ghettos like wild animals,
their houses marked as of those infected with a
plague. At a great disaster, whether it be inflicted
by the allied armies in Europe, or by the people in
the streets of Berlin, Germans may see that this
muoh-vaunted alliance with God was but the triok of
a wily despot.

However much of a king he may be, the Kaiser has
proved himself an infamous man. He might have
spoken the word that would have saved Belgium from
martyrdom ; he might have spared the innocent
children on the Lusitania, and in the coast-towns of
England. He might have conducted the War in such
a spirit that his name should not have become a hiss
and byword throughout the civilised world. Even
the splendor of victory cannot oomfort a man
overshadowed with the crowning dishonors of his
soldiers.

Napoleon passed through Europe like a tempest,
but wherever he passed the political and social air
was left cleaner and better. For many years he was
our incessant and untiring foe, but he fought us in
such a way that Englishmen can hang his portrait in
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their houses, and stand with reverence by '@9_
in the Invalides. The Kaiser has notoriouy™
in character; witness his petulant fury, fic!
had such hideously tragic results. Germ*0?,
be immeasurably better without such a m°ren
“ Beneath whose ignorant reign
Arts, culture, reverence, honor, all things fan >

Save treason and the dagger of her trade,

And murder with his silent bloody feei\%\/l\EBl]l‘

Science and the Bible—

(Continued from p. 095.)

“ There Wawe been Aids to Fatidh pr"ﬂ
Replies to the Seven Essayists, Answers to ¢
else of the kind. We regret to say that they » gepk
for us. The very life of our souls is at issuei [F
which have been raised, and we are fed witht ne#*"«
commonplaces of the members of a close gul Vf jiigod.:
high office iax the Cladrch) or expecting  iritesei;
there ; in either case with a strong temporal fretl.
defence of the institution which they represO iOwe ki
to know what those of the clergy think whos
is unconnected with their prospects in me iotor,.,
know what the educated laymen, the lawyer , ~“exsf-,
the men of science, the statesmen think ; an pjodei“-"~
the most part silent, or confess themsejve ~
Gfirtain.  Thft nroffissional theologians L «ahiN 7=
confident ; but they J)eak in the old angr¥ jgrat’
accompanles deep and wise convictions hey it

areal difficulties ; they mistake them, misrep
claim victories over adversaries with whom
crossed swords, and leap to conclusions with » F aiek,
at which we can only smile. It has been J
manner of their class from immemorial time, ~
zeal for the Lord, as if it were beyond all drl jrth’
were on God’s side—as if serious inquiry They -
something which they were entitled to resent. t *Xx

o "4

intellectual difficulties as if they deserved iilid” m
demned and punished than considered stf
rather stop their ears and run with one accordfy ™ j«

who disagrees with them than listen patiently Gt
to say.”—A. J. Froude, Short Studies on

86x), vol. i.*pp. 210-11. 3 attaO
A multitude of warks now_gppeared
condemning the science of geology
the “ Uniformitariau” theory in parf|’\®’\(

Mellor Brown, in his Reflections on i
it geological invest” [Ofi

fif >

not “ subjects of lawful inquiry,—'shr( A
by a higher power,” to be reckoned Ounhtsfie
dangerous and disreputable,” and that foe j*'ft
took place before the birth of man,

revelation, belong to a forbidden >

have already noticed the diatribe again8* rts ¢
Ogists of the Rev. Henry Cole. Other
similar kind were Strictures on Geology“ 7' *

by the Rev. R. Wilson; Scriptural
Yo?“f ! Scripture and Geology, by Fairhol” , 6

bf [

atd Mosaic Geologies, by Granville Pe°a: J
of others. etd’
,, A* SIr Archibald Geikie, the Director-

e Geological Survey, well says :— g affl-

P°r many long centuries the &V ra0dd> .y
into such matters was arrested by ‘he jyt
ence of orthodox theology. It was notf bfic03
Church opposed itself to the simple ant. j0t% V
pretation of these natural phenomena. |
faith become in the accepted views of nflp
and of the history of creation, that bi
intelligence and learning set themselves diny
m perfect good faith to explain away ,
which Nature so persistently raised op, " B. yfl
her teachings with those of the ;
various theories thus originating, the *
ledge of natural law usually stood 11 ,fOHei
tho share played in them by an nncontr o~

,T110 BPcenlations, for example,c»B DSiif?
Whitehurst, and others'in this country. sJA .

now without a smile. In no sense were ” e>j
researches ; they can only be looked b/
tions of learned ignoranco. SprinSIBA\i;Ov™
laudable desire to promote what was Me

cause of true religion, they helped jin
and exercised in that respect a baue

intellectual progress.”!
* Cited by J. P. Smith, Scrlpture@ G eoé/\l J4

t Sir A. Geikie, Pre5|dent|al Address to
tion, 1892. Nature, Aug. 4, 1892; p. BIB-
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0E *7. 1915
At P
‘YeToni’-« J®*Mror had béwon apifviivied adv Cam-
idnYQ  the funds provided by the will of Dr.
Jod0'OWarh Nat0d 1727, no systematic courses
Nt WRere B*en ‘before 1818, when Sedgwick
“oowerdl N Br.*essor'  “ At that time,” says H. B.
(1 g0, la b8 History of Geology, “ the science
i;ijglg,, Was looked upon as dangerous and
M@ - 7 ) o
may 3gY» téonder of the “ Uniformitarian
*He 10 1797. As we have seen, his views
“ siHle. because they did not agree with
Nis he adeet to which, like many other men of
'w A'dhiv/MIB86886™ a literary style “ which,” says
ad Geikie, “ it must be admitted was
i.”ed befmna™ ao”™ve," an”™ many years might have
. fried re o”s work obtained recognition but for
“wsig”™ and disciple, jhohm Rdiyfair, a manh of
edtan T inf6rior to Hutton himself, who at
Sh Q drawing up an exposition of Hutton's
m >RLfrisaMP years’ labor he published it, in
ftryof a, pO title, Illustrations of the Huttonian
Ao'whi >fa™ - “'a work,” says Sir Archibald

i*a>stand luminous treatment and graoeful
>Eliternf8 without a rival in English geo-
“Bttonoi are-”  The dootrines of Hutton were

Jjoregar™ s°PPorted by Sir James Hall, who has
& *d wj,1S the founder of experimental geo-
¢4 @a of & Robert Jameson, who upheld the
J ay, wen). Werner, and founded the Wernerian
5o, and tk\VVer Cotton’s views, the tide began
jjto decling " ~ata&r°phic” theory of Werner

IwAttTo~Mtk”™8 Boen®e of geology was growing,
5 A the the ®arth were being examined in all
Visd freonnver .anc* aa the faots were recorded,
dglltrenew evldent that by no manipulation
~ Y th iacoverles he made to harmonise with
&nae atrn™00”. was rea<l In Its plain and
Sthye*i « ;he discrepancies were so glaring
the s Ma”Bsaw that to continue to insist
accuracy of Genesis, and to
e°tists should adjust their facts and
that antique fable, was simply to
y ho the conflict started on a new

-c;.-9.t0
-e dis™Mrt

¢**Kk tQnsiating that geologists should alter

rok?8altered the.Bible’ the mOQaning of the
~ei  feon« H 0 sun facts. Thia wan the
stored frQrt' Ore>and may be said, roughly, to
'AMfAh centntbe beginning to the middle of the
ibo b®iUet ry There are a fewbelatedrecon-

: C < onthtO-day. as there are even now

Qe, a , 00 earth to bo flat, but they have

litod ar® regarded by the educated as
% fir,

reconcilers were by no means

bem lit tbare were some really able men

S Qeo™tohoont Br,- Jobn Pye Smith ; Professor

v,8;jTn . o was a Professor of Theology

}Sb rahle @ h. frRher, himself a geologist, who

"V i 9 Oont« nbotionB to the science itself;
ISS?V, > Chalmers and Buokland, and a

te* - C wJEhe.fewt is that the belief in
m arinp °t Cod had been so drilled

) 2 hberaH,, be* youth that they were in-
& f» ﬂztea JIR themselves from its influence
V d ’'rathfiVtri_tbe new facta of the growing
de> C 3 toose wifull give ifc UP they began to
' tv,their Wb ~he meaning of the words.
00t on«°ritribution8 may be jadged by

Rt “ate in "Y*a host of books has sur-
~nliePrint DOur time. No sane man would
SriSt 59—y fify °t them. They moulder on
~HS kt M*oto fve k°1? Bhelves—and eventually
Hw >Sya t, pr fe twopenny-box of the second-
S 11 tor fk iess°r Huxley reserved a oorner
gtimb 86 albld similar theolegal works,
m°r, he named “ the condemned

afo redn j expedients to whioh these
~?tradjn?.  *n their struggles to over-
>7'— B’na bekwHen the Bible and

NS- 4, 1862 ; p7317.
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Science. If similar methods of interpretation were
applied to mercantile transactions, there would be
an end to all morality; business would come to a
standstill, for no one could tell what interpretation
another would pub on the words of any bond or
dooument signed in any transaction.

More deplorable still is the waste of valuable time
involved in the attempt to accommodate faot to
fiction. Professor Hitohcock, for instance, in his
attempted reconciliation of geology and the Bible,
Religion of Geology, after pointing out that “ All
plants,” even “ the most perfeot, are represented as
created a day before the sun,” observes :—

“ Our physiology cannot see how they could flourish
without that luminary....... Besides, we know that the
most perfect plants were not introduced, save very
sparingly, till quite recent geological periods. Again,
reptiles are represented as appearing not till the fifth
day, whereas geology teaches us that they were on the
globe as early as the Devonian period. Once more, no
animals, according to Genesis, were created till the fifth
day; whereas geology shows us their remains mixed
with the oldest plants ” (p. 330).

And he frankly confesses, “ Now, | know not how to
reconcile these faots with the doctrine that Moses
intended in these events to follow a precise, chrono-
logical order.” For, as he further remarks, “ I
oannot believe that any man of unbiassed judgment
can read that account [in Genesis] and not feel that
Moses is writing a literal history,” and “ to he told
that he understood the word day to be a period of
indefinite length, and meant his readers so to under-
stand it, Beems so discrepant to the whole character
of the record, that it greatly troubles the honest
inquirer.” He thinks the best way is to treat the
statement as symbolical—

N That is, we may take the terms in a literal sense,
until science shows us that they are insufficient, and
then we are allowed to expand them as far as is neces-
sary. It may be doubtful whether Moses had any idea
beyond the literal sense, just as was probably some-
times the case with the prophets. Yet subsequent
discoveries make a wide expansion of the term day
quite natural. Moreover, by regarding the account as
a literal one, and the days natural ones, the sanction of
the Sabbath is preserved in all its force to those unac-
quainted with geology, and retained symbolically to
those acquainted with it. If the literal day in the
Mosaic account may symbolise one ten years long, it
may one ten millions of years. Here, then, is a field
wide enough for the amplest demands of geology ”
(p. 331).

That is to say, we may take the acoount in Genesis
in a literal sense, as meaning exaotly what it says,
when it can be made to agree with science; but
when science oontradicts it, and proves it false, then
it may be read symbolically, and we may attach any
meaning we like to the words. So that those unac-
guainted with geology can go on believing in the old
way, and by those better instructed it may be re-
tained symbolically. And yet Protestants are never
tired of denouncing the Jesuits for using language
in the same manner. It is yet another example of
how religion warps and degrades even the finest
natures.

Further on, the same writer notices a most “ for-
midable geologioal objeotion ” to expanding the days
into long periods ; for the second ohapter of Genesis
“ teaohes that it had not rained on the earth till the
third day; a statement not very improbable if the
days were twenty-four hours, but inoredible if they
were each tens of thousands of years” (p. 383), but
concludes that, on the whole, the symbolical theory
“ comes nearer to what | have been groping after for
the last twenty years, than anything | have seen. It
does not, indeed, form a perfeot system ; and this,
with many scientific minds, will be a sufficient reason
for its rejection ” (p. 884). What a confession ! After
twenty years of struggling to reconcile Genesis and
Geology, that is the pitiful result!

Hugh Miller was another who wasted his intellect
and sacrificed his life—for he shot himself with a
pistol—in the same vain endeavor.

Hugh Miller, originally a stonemason, educated
himself, acquired an admirable command of the
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English language, distinguished himself as a
scientific geologist, and became the editor of the
Witness newspaper as the organ of the Free Church.
The great work of his life, according to the obituary
notice that appeared in the Witness, December 27,
1856, from the pen of his reverend biographer, was
“ to illustrate the perfect harmony of all that science
tells us of the physical history and structure of our
globe, with all that the Bible tells us of the creation
and government of this earth by and through Jesus
Christ our Lord.” We are told—
“ that he wrought at a work, entitled The Testimony
of the Bocks, too eagerly. Hours after midnight the
light was seen to glimmer through the window of that
room which, within the same eventful week, was to
witness the close of the volume, and the close of the
writer’s life. This overworking of the brain began to
tell upon his mental health.”
He said to his medical adviser, “ My brain is giving
way; | cannot put two thoughts together to-day: |
have had a dreadful night of it.” After leaving a
short note for his wife, he shot himself through the
chest with a pistol. Hia reverend biographer
observes:—

t His very intellect, his reason,—God’s most precious
gift,—a gift dearer than life,—perished in the great
endeavor to harmonise the works and word of the
Eternal. A mostinscrutable event, that such an intellect
should have been suffered to go to uirech through too
eager aprosecution of such a work!"*

Did Hugh Miller, in despair at the impossibility of
making the geological record and the Bible agree,
seek refuge in a suicide’s grave ?

(To be continued.) W. Mann.

Wild Poppies.

| see it suddenly among the slag and coltsfoot weeds this
simple, fragile flower of June, this poetry and enchantment
of the fields of corn, this most essential sweetness and
beauty of the earth ; red but not for war, regal but not for
rule ; a note of calm, quiet, modest splendor in the dusk and
breathless morning air, the very atmosphere and smile of
love. Roughness is all around, and force and rudeness
shake the world, agonising in the shock of menial and
material conflict. But beauty is stronger, peace is powerful,
hope is eternal, love immortal. The great machinery of
nature moves ever onward as before, from all time to all
time; the millennium is a dream, a folly, a superstition,
an impossible armistice that nature, time, and eternity can
never know. The mills of the gods grind slowly, but they
must ever grind, and all that live must die; but all should,
and all might, taste the exquisite happiness of life in the
eternal Here and Now. It lies with us all to learn the
lesson of the leaves from joyous whispers of the leafy
month of June. The shadows fall, 'tis but the tranquil
setting of the sun. The Beason ends, 'tis but the ripe
August of existence.

Death gives the value to life. Were there no death there
would be no life, no contrast, light and shade; only eternal,
intolerable monotony. And so life is sweet, precious, real,
and earnest; infinitely richer than man in general has yet
realised. Oar heaven is here, if anywhere. Let’s take the
cash and let the credit go. And when the sick world groans
in travail be thou its comforter. First heal thyself, oh,
man ! and then, like the all-glorious sun, thou canst not fail
to light and lead the world. Thou sittest in some rustic
seat, some summer twilight eve, the soft, soothing arms of
the Great Mother all about thee, thou art soothed, thou art
healed :(—

The breathing boughs above thee sway and nod,

And fading fears reveal a kindly God—

Or none at all; still sacred is the sod—

From thy hurt mind falls superstition’s load.
This also is faith. This is the “ unfaltering trust.”
religion if you like. The religion of life and love.
sufficient.

I wish our chief could come out again and see the poppies
bloom, the children play. How well he loved these simple
things in fugitive glimpses of his more strenuous toil. We
have written to salute him in his sickbed or his convales-
cent chair. Life goes not too smoothly, especially with the
best. The contemporary world at large is cold, indifferent,

Natural
And it is

* The particulars concerning Hugh Miller, including the
extracts from the Witness, are taken from Religion and Science,
by George Combe ; 1872.
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or ungrateful to those who love it best and
Our hero oft may long for rest, but wo might say
Hamlet's phrase:—
“ Absent thee from feliciéy awhile, v
And in this harsh world draw thy breath mP
To tell our story.” n
And to him who, in the leader’s absence, directs™
of reason, we would say, be of good cheer; the
progress is but stemmed, diverted for a veoronm ;
only temporary, superficial. The great onaer
principle is flowing deep and strong—never strode vy
than at the present moment. The poppies will g
the poppies will return. There is beauty inl
humanity, and the worst is but the poppied sleeP ~

jic

Correspondence.

BELIEF IN THE SUPERNATUR-";

TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FRBETBINKB» #

Sir, -One can intelligently confirm the sfatera« 43»
‘Acid Drops” of June 6, “ Belief in the sd '
slowly dying out everywhere.” Will ypu R®
amplify the next statement ?—* Spiritualism J
sarily a form of that belief, many Spiritualists
disbelievers in the Christian religion.”

| know many Spiritualists, some intimately'
thdt so-ealled® spiritudlistic phenoména 'are’ d
truth natural, not “ supernatural.” My friends

“happenings ” are due to the operations of 1
Iaws.'

With a few exceptions, the so-called foaB”™9an
Christian religion is looked upon as a mystic aQd , &=
gious reformer. _ The miracles are generally reg»10
events. Jesus is considered by my friends to™ gc”;
a special education among the Essenes, who we'] oW
these “ little-known laws.” Hence the mirade3
are natural, not supernatural. .. Din?

Personally, 1 have as good a reason to klj J3eJ

existence of psychics a3 | have of physics. A“
the slightest reason for calling such supernatara =
W. 'S

Tree

PG

MRS. HARRIET LAW.

TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETH
I was very much pleased to see BecJi a jfos9

Ji;

ff

INKee®

Sir,
account of Mrs. Law, from the pen ot
Fresthinks¥ tho other week. jn the
thinkers she is accorded something le°s 17jjiit
which is out of all proportion to the vast ~ preg jfi
she did—at a time, too, when the pathway

ropaganda was much rougher than it _is m
Fs evidently wrongAn fivoadategpecting
Chronicle,  The first number appeared._in 2 fsi '

ited!for the first few—ye§«s ol ST
Reddalls, of Birmingham. | never bad 4"
hearing Mr. Reddalls, but I have heard the'R
Freethinkers speak most affectionately & iptivS hwC
Me figdoRnily vieited N pton foF leglix fred V
He was a most able and earnest advocate
| have been told that it was the hard work ~ ded"
movement brought about his early death.
soon, When he was buf about twenty-eigd.h ro<h
Mrs. Law then took charge of the Secul t

existed tilli ahout_1879, | heard h rﬁe i
times, ano‘ ’t%llo b'ﬂ'gﬁt of them Qg//g 7rO —8 s
memory. She also compiled a smalllid *>

songs and readings, of which I am prou QestHtec
Many times have | wondered whether she _ *

now | hear she is dead, | am curious to K

decease.

f-

The Moors in Spain, who conferred V'
the modern world, and kopt the torch o pafU
Europe in the blackest depths ot 1 ~ Ot ©
received no thanks from Western men-. , .: lew JW &
ever heard of the Kalif Chakam, patrd  ~.d8 I1,/vies
education, founder of eehools) v L@
Moslem though ho was, anticipator by Ny
ideas of toleration and intellectual ~NOe
won eventually by blood and tears ? g OiAt A
that not one of the countless nua> a fe»
learned men who flocked to his Court fraU

repaid their debt by saving his ? ary),
Comments of Bagshot (Wayfarers’ Jjl
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oa Dpnnt?20N?™ Canterbury thinks that whon tho War
«dat view life from a new and altogether
‘¢tgtonnjé.. This ia proh-*-' - but we do not see on
j6lavorai S Archbishop assumes that this angle will
Ndtian 8  Christianity ~ This is not the war of a
‘MhOMP,Wtry against a non-Christian Power. Were
<gimtoV Wb be easy for the clergy to turn the
“deagi ! their own advantage, as was done when the
mwleiti?S per? fighting Turkey. Bat in tho present
iafllec & ™ s**an quarrel, and not alone were Chris-
the™rsO™ 6 Preven” the War, but since it com-
Sotely Dn Christian Churches have shown themselves
"PeacW6 p 8*° oxer* any influence for good or in

o ab f>fieabanta have complained that the Pope,

to6 o greatesi of the Christian Churches,
C“Htrelin'f UG 'S followers to even play the game
? "hit  8°£ cerbain recognised rules. This is quite
> e 8 V ione the less true of all the other Christian
(oesttaininn °ne them cau be said to have exerted
®uestrii’-°r beneficent influence over the belligerents.

« &y laon *8tho undeniable fact that nowhere
NinflueueCt,°ll °£ public expect the Churches to
A t gtéa. e® When war became a fact—as in the ease
1teshed mcdes~the Churches were by common con-

Ninisters SV as bolog °f ng consequence what-
g,heﬂ‘g redgion might continue to mouth their
1@ w ,, “om long practice people might listen and

ynal life th .A 8aH As a vital power for good in
(iGffa. V ,e Ghnrches have shown not the slightest

'iikdat the'’ significant of all, nobody appears

-most

then,(
SJA atflan *16~ ar ohange the angle of men’s vision
e* as to make it more favorable to Chris-

=i 'hus, @al h> slowness of the public to master

“itt tipl61mu8” realise that a war such as this
Wi3 nowai nurtured in the same faith, demon-

-n' Ad hr,1essness of that religion for peaceful pro-
"M Wil re_ over small this number may be, that
W.htge numudslt™a 1083 to Christianity. And a lesson
huy for e« ™ Is Hkely to learn will be that of the
1$Qet of g Ive social organisation. That, indeed,

. et moi ermany’s strength, It is not mere mili-
WH] *akea Germany a fahger to [uwrope. It is
that mapa ,n °f Europe devoted to a military
-it,? beforg'.,68 h a danger to civilisation. And the
irj ¢ecarins ¢if w°Ed when the War is over will be
,h; ‘bo mili*a 0 satQe efficiency of social organisation
I0e seen  ~control or the militarist inspiration.
~L>ffer V'htarism j§ not the only thing that bids
%{0 suq‘?l a8f I0|Ig and organic ally, religion, will

Kewise-  -Religion—and mititarism,
v to In- :

Iave always lived together, and one
Iong survive the other.

et

\Y% Pat,
op Ot lodeefiO0™ “orWar,3 to but few benefits following
8 bn? ~ar, but’ war' There may be a worse thing
“xd e in .g 18 tolerably certain that war brings
PQip. ?ifial ai?’ even though by making war
. té[ B(/HS Every war |sgmor>(/e or Iesg fatal
CtUJttv aut"every war leaves the conservative

hog teiloo fQi m°re firmly entrenched than it found
{sa;, Podpfy Hved Waterloo, and fear af {yrange \yae,
itl 6laey.iQ the r » tyranny an<f stupidity had in
¥t\Widei  Bbteeuthfcpressive and retrogressive legislation
V f@hi ?°f the 1 earfy nineteenth centuries. And
th’ ®kers to nSa vaino of Christianity that it is left
ij, Qe than”™013* Oui' ~hat you cannot end war by

t ~°u can teach kindness by tho rule of

'h kriiBPrice that

onn at t IQ world is paying for this War is
. Agreat deal has been written—with

1i0t-
§ (§ppear taJf 1 Qaseane of tHis \WalM Bdt thsse
‘Myjthet V6s or Of f a™e boon exclusively concerned with

u. CSoBh'l'SbepIacedO« of wage-earning capacity—all
iy« — OfFlQy. tjn, before ns in tables of figures’more

TA\&Lof |if I“/oed, it is not the loss of trade, or

378 Wifi 8 most serious feature of
. "aod k 300n recover, loss of wages will soon
m,} of sO a“ fecundity will soon fill the gaps

St 1? o8itQpy B the MEWrka of tMb¥e who Eoumnt
C 38ib n,-,ailce than quality. The world’s most
: laite another direction.

in this
QQithat Country wo have under arms the
We have ever sent to war. We are
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not referring to physical fitness, but to mental and moral
fitness. The call of this War has been such that it ha?
brought into the Army some of the best of the nation’s
brains and character. A large number of those enlisting
hate war and all that war implies. They have been moved
to enlist from a sheer sense of duty. For the first time war
may be said to have captured, not only those who love it
or who have no great objection to it, but also those who
hate it. It has captured a large proportion of the youthful
thinkers of the nation, The same is trae even of conscript
countries, for the size of the armies engaged has prevented
anybody escaping. The present War is not a war of armies,
it is a war of nations.

Now, these men—the scientists, the men of letters, the
artists,—in a word, the thinkers of France, of Britain, of
Germany, and of elsewhere—represent an environmental
influence the value of which cannot be calculated, but which
it would be difficult to overestimate. They are an important
part of the environmental influence of the rising generation,
and, above all, that part which makes for progress and genuine
civilisation. And just so many as are killed during the War
represents a weakening of the forces that make for a
genuinely higher life. Other wars have had a weakening
effect on the progressive life of a nation, but the world has
never yet seen a war that threatens to 6xact so heavy a
penalty as this one. The tendency of war is always to eli-
minate the physically fit. This War threatens tho existence
of the mentally fit likewise.

According to Mr. Henry Newbolt, killing a man is no crime,
if you do not hate him. British Christians are perfectly
justified in putting to violent death as many Germans as
they possibly can, so long as there is no rancor, treachery,
or selfishness in their hearts. Slaying is a physical act,
affecting only the material body ; while hating is a spiritual
act, injuring the soul. To kill the body is really to release
the spirit from its prison-house, thus providing for it a
speedier return to the ideal realm from which it originally
came. And this fallacious reasoning is utilised for the pur-
pose of palliating the evils of the War, if not of justifying tho
War itself as an essential element in the working out of the
Divine plan of the world’s development.

The Catholic Herald expresses great indignation at the
action of the French Parliament in appointing “ a day for
a national collection in aid of a new lay orphanage far
children of fallen heroes of the War.” The head and front
of the Republic’'s offence is that it has passed over the
Catholic Orphanage Association and other philanthropic
organisations; but our contemporary forgets that France
is no longer an obedient daughter of the Church of Rome,
but has cast oil the yoke of servile submission to a priestly
order, and become a practical subscriber to a Secularist
creed. Her intellectual enlightenment has resulted in her
ethical and social emancipation ; and the War is not at
all likely to result in her return to the bosom of her
ancient oppressor.

Sir William Robertson Nicoll, minister of the meek and
lowly Jesus, and editor of the British Weekly, has turned
politician. For the time being he has given faith in God and
prayer the go-by, and is advocating the adoption of Ilstrong
plans,” and the necessity of being “ on a level with the situ-
ation.” But what is the explanation of so drastic a change
of front ? Is it possible that the reverend knight has realised
that prayer is, after all, utterly useless, and that now, our
danger being most serious, our only hope of victory mast be
fixed upon a strong Army and Navy adequately equipped ?
The change is most sensible, but one that strikes a fatal
blow at the very heart of the Christian faith.

A prayer has been drawn up for the use of Italian soldiers
in time of war. It is much the same pattern as that used by
other nationalities, and, presumably, the reply will be the
same. -

“ This great conflict for God against the Devil,” is the
sober and scholarly description applied to the European
War by Dr. Fnrse, Bishop of Pretoria. Native medicine-men
in the Bishop's diocese would use, doubtless, tho same cul-
tured forms of speech.

Prebendary Carlile has received the honorary degree of
Doctor of Divinity from Oxford University. Some years
ago the late General Booth received a similar honor, so
two armies have been recognised—the Church and the Sal-
vation Armies.

Dr. Campbell Morgan accepts Paley’s argument from design
as absolutely true, and claims that it has never been refuted.
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Evidently the reverend gentleman’s views are as much behind
the times as those contained in Paley’s Natural Theology.
The watch argument is fundamentally fallacious, because
there is no evidence whatever that the universe was ever
made at all. Its history, as revealed by science, unmistakably
leads to the conclusion that, in one form or another, it has
always existed. Had its phenomena been designed, there
would have been no possible escape from the inference
that the designer was at once benevolent and malevolent,
good and bad, moral and immoral.

We are not without our Bernhardi's— even in the pulpit.
Amongst these must be counted Rev. J. Day Thompson, who at
the Primitive Methodist Church Conference pointed out that
“ War was commanded in the Old Testament and not con-
demned in the New. The Old Testament looked on war as
a school of the virtues.” So that war is not only a biological
necessity, it is evidently a moral necessity as well. That
people should preach this kind of thing and then denounce
German militarism is just a proof of how little regard for
logic the majority possess.

The War has doubtless several aspects, such as political,
international, and sociological; but the President of the
Primitive Methodist Conference entitled his address from
the chair, “ The War in its Religious Aspects.” Upon reading
the report of the address in the British Weekly, we find that
Mr. Thompson boldly claims for war the sanction even of
the New Testament, and has no difficulty whatever in ex-
plaining away any passages which seem condemnatory of
the appeal to brute force. What an amazing book the Bible
is, and with what marvellous ease divines of mutually de-
structive schools base their views upon it, and interpret all
its statements in their own favor 1

We are assured that President Thompson “ has not a
shadow of doubt about Britain being right in this crisis " ;
but is it not possible that the reverend gentleman is mis-
taken ? His German brethren in the Lord are equally con-
fident that it is their country and those of its Allies which
are wholly right. Now, they all alike profess to be repre-
sentatives of the one God who is said to sit as King for ever
on the throne of the Universe; but the curious fact is that,
while solemnly speaking in his name, they contradict one
another. Be it observed that Mr. Thompson spoke from the
standpoint of a Christian minister, not from that of a poli-
tician ; and we fail to see that the policy of either Germany
or Britain can be shown to be compatible with the teaching
of the New Testament. Surely, Mr, Thompson has forgotten
that his Master is the Prince of Peace, whose alleged legacy
to th6 world was, not war, but all-conquering love and good-
will. -

That the British Empire is very different from the little
England of years ago is emphasised by the fact that the
Begum of Bhopal has supplied the Indian soldiers in the
fighting lines in France with some thousands of copies of
the Koran. They are being delivered under the auspices of
the All-India Moslem League. If the British and Foreign
Bible Society is equally active with the Hebrew Scriptures,
these Oriental warriors should each have the foundations of
a theological library.

According to a notice of a Church Parade in a provincial
paper, “ caps only may be worn by non-commissioned officers
and men.” This almost suggests a Church Parade at the
Gold Coast, or a bathing parade “ somewhere in France.”

The Bishop of Chelmsford wishes that *“ Gladstone's
trumpet-call could arouse the nation to the seriousness of
the present situation.” As Gladstone was a Christian, the
Bishop ought to know that Gladstone is trumpeting in another
place.

The Secretary of the Royal Horticultural Society happens
to be a clergyman—the Rev. W. Wilks. To a Daily News
representative this gentleman said the other day that if he
could command it he would order a six days’ rain to save
the fruit and the flowers. We can understand the need and
the desire for rain; but as a clergyman, Mr. Wilks should
know that the proper course during a drought is to pray.
It is such callous neglect of a plain duty that makes the
ungodly scoff.

“ While | was at the Front,” says the Bishop of London,
“ my first service was for airmen, one of whom has wrought
that marvellous piece of courage and bravery which has
earned the reward of his Sovereign.” We imagine that
only natural modeBty prevented the Bishop from pointing
out that it was the influence of his preaching that roused
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the airman to “ courage and bravery.” Therefore
for him. And we can quite conceive that a co®
Bishop’s sermons would make a man quite careless
—he might even welcome it.

Freethinkers are often asked what they can o® ~
substitute for the Bible. For one purpose, they nmiS ,
Anything. A soldier’s life was saved the other day
having six shillingsworth of coins in his pocket. "
of shrapnel drove the coins into his thigh, and the
now in the Royal Berkshire Hospital. Once upon *
this kind of thing only occurred with the Bible. 0
thing does.

God,” says Dean Inge, “ is not fighting for bise »
We beg to differ. He has been doing this for & &3
and although the struggle is a portracted one, . fidf
pretty certain. For centuries every discovery P
invention has meant disaster to some god, somewffid)
truth is, there is not room for a fully developed A jtie
god in the same planet. Gods are great when ma
one can only grow at the expense of the other.

Most clergymen vainly imagine that when the w
there will occur such a revival of religion as t® jjjtot;
hitherto never experienced. They paint fascina 1 » anotf*
of aworld transformed into a paradise as the haPP" {ji3 ¢
of the present dreadful orisis. The Rev. John »
Glasgow, is much nearer the mark whem*1e~0 reec\X
horrible return to Paganism, something like
of the Restoration after the Puritan domic
prophecies are worthless, because based np°® *
and yet we venture to predict that the War wu vsr ¢
not by a return to any form of superstition, but
advance towards an Atheistic conception °f
This prediction is suggested by the signs of t
in Germany and in our own land. The who
things is distinctly away from supernaturalis®0.

times,
canal

The Salt Lake Telegram, U.S.A., reports th®-yed
tember, 1914, the notorious Billy Sunday has too ™ efjo-
than six hundred and fifteen thousand dollars toP
listic labors. Evidently the Bospel is A MiEh > T
occupation than playing baseball.

BEAN

In his latest novel, Mr. H. G. Wells has be®* < i
self go. Here is a sample of his exuberan ~
people snuggle up to God as a lost leveret ~efi ~
wilderness might snuggle up to a Siberia® ™ eO\AL
natural history seems to be as weak as tn
1AIlI's Wells that ends Wells.”

There is troublo in the domestic dovecots,
tary regulations. The schoolboy who .keeF;g pet
pigeon will have to get a permit or wring eSO
Let us hope, prayerfully, that the ?-bir*
Christian Trinity will not have an anxious ti

B

How religion is used as a test, even in El?@ Field) y ,«
Hospitals, is shown by a letter printed in 1 a @
Gazette, and written by a Catholic Pc%S* "3 &0
parents: “ As he (the soldier) showed f3? jj0$.”
and prayer-book, | could see ho was a go°d 1

“Men are just as great Qossips as tilin
Bishop of Birkmingham. Was his Lordsn P
many tea-fights that he had attended ? oy
Th» pre

A book has been published with the ~ eOe.
Nunnery. The subject is not so new as the
o S
After months of waiting, the Vatican bas. (j "jiig;..
protest against bomb attacks on unplgteo ~ecc'fy /
warned the Austrians against damagd .,
buildings ” in Romo. Ay, there's the
so humble, there’s no place like Rome.
a0

The Auxiliary Committee of the Y.M- \flig, g"gﬂ
footballs, draughts, dominoes, cricket

id records for the base camps ih. , Ajtli »
crucified that soldiers should be snpp*10
records? - -
j” S)'_OMU
“ Ain't you coming to hear the rcPirs

Salvationist. “ Not me; I ain't got
mured the working man,
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cannot at t h e Freethinker
y, f B\Ahana_nas e TiKes cited In la oema 1n one
> ‘here is a collected edition of his Poe* We

C 6 “rd they will most probably be found tner
= PRuishany of Buchanan's writings.

* Cohen is writing yon. *

¢ © 10 BRLy BrDSR et AsAtketinvs to thishoRrthle
>>  eincerely hope that its wile-spre prevention
& rmr andwomen-to work seriously for the pre

catastrophe in the future. Tha gaining
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n subscription, and also your high P r
.- ndthe Freethinker.  We also “congratulate yo

o1 LM yaRRat fRadSA epsparEHafinds you in good
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?C National Secular Society in oounecjion
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<tk "o B 'V *r They will not be inserted.
V f 8trepaa 89 newspapers would enhance the favor b;
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Personal.
¢ IN to
that the fancral - G2ARI6F UM
Nfreethinker,Mr. J - ThdeP™"n”ent’ -°i
reported In théVYocaI, Barial
V - *%e A 'H. Smith read a B of this

Bven the
~  the doon

.4t er the grave, and a g°
>%M ™ Cea la the newspaper rep

N . picked Freethinker cre? V °aal friend_ of
H i;>1th haslongbeenaP “"na e which
55533 ™ he spoke With an eloq«™
Sravesides. The report of mentioned,
. "winthe new_spafer o™MVNNiZrespeotahle
is in foil in the a few

Post 1 4° not °°® i the contrary;,
S 4 S 68U en RIS AQI c NONlRgRY
S ~?S then Mr.SmithistoheO J..

ir .. At any rate, | thank him.
Io0ved from the odium of such

* * *

oF Mr. Smith’s funeral speeoh is
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brief, and worth quoting. | venture to quote it:—

“ To the Freethinker, hereafter means eternal happi-

ness or eternal sleep. The Freethinker has no fear of

, eternal injustice, no belief in eternal punishment. If
the grave be the entrance to another world, he believes
that world will be one of unclouded light and happiness.
The Freethinker believes that if there is a God, he is
good, and if he is good, those who have tried to live
honestly, according to their light, have nothing to fear.”

This is beautiful! AN

Mr. Smith himself wields a pen long practised in
the press. Although journalism is not his profession,
he is also the author of at least one volume of verse,
which contains whole poems of real merit and pas-
sages of striking power and originality. He should
be better known as a poet than we fear he is. We
know the history of George Crabbe, who might have
waited another fifty years for his recognition if it had
not been for tha penetration and sublime generosity
of Edmund Burke. | am not comparing the two
poets; | am only referring to the fact that Erst
Anglia is slow, nor do | mean that the rest of

England is very much quicker than East Anglia.
* * *

Will the reader forgive me for making a big jump
in my subject? | should have acknowledged last
week a subscription to the President’'s Honorarium
Fand from a lady, but | was too late for tha printer.
She is the widow of the late Mr. Horaoe Parsons,
who | had known | cannot say how long as a floe
man and one of the best of Freethinkers. Towards
the end of his life he was eleoted a Vice-President of
the National Seenlar Sooiety. It cannot be said that
he was a rich man, bnt it was pleasant to know that
he had left his wife with ample provision for the way
of life they had been accustomed to. Mrs. Helena
Parsons remembers the cause which had her hus-
band’s devotion and respeot— and which has retained
her own ever sinoe. Her letter to me (with her
cheque) was as gratifying as usual, and | am glad
to reflect how far her sex is represented in the

generosities of Freethonght.
* * *

| see that Mr. Robert Blatohford and Mr. A. M.
Thompson—but chiefly Mr. Robert Blatchford—are
talking of starting a new daiiy Socialist paper. A
daily paper1 My advice for what it is worth—and |
don’t say it amounts to much—is, Don’t do anything
of the kind, especially during “ the biggest war that
ever was.” The world doesn’'t want new papers ; it
has too many already. What it wants is a little
more sense and honesty in those it has, and these
things, let me teil everyone concerned, never were in
the world’s market. The best things in the world
never were saleable. That is always one of the con-
solations of the trne hnmanitarian. Even a dog,
who is attached to a beggar, won’'t leave him to
follow a millionaire. Yon may pat money into a
fighting journal if you have it, or if you can get it;
you may put your life into it in any oase, but nothing
else will avail against the poltrooneries and devilries
of the world. xR x

Whatever good qualities Mr. Blatohford and Mr.
Thompson have devoted to mental and moral causes
that have their adherence, appear to have been prao-
tioally futile. To start again, at suoh a time and in
such conditions as the present, argues a faculty for
business which is likely to wreok any enterprise on
earth, especially a Socialist daily—published three
hundred and thirteen times a year! Mr. Blatohford
got his highest circulation for the Clarion on a wave
of Freethought. He astonished everybody, inoluding
the parsons, who all bought his paper for reasons of
their own. He has never reached that circulation
since. He admits that his circulation at one time
amounted to 85.000. Of course, it is very muoh less
now. There is a note of finaneial trouble in last
week’s Clarion. In spite of this eiroulation and the
advertisements that go with it, Mr. Blatcbford has
not kept the Clarion flag waving as long as | have
kept the Freethinker flag, and I am printing in this
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journal no ominous notes of coming disaster. Mean-
while, | am pleased to see that Mr. Blatchford is not
likely to go down with the Clarion, if it is going
down. | understand that he has made provision for
a rainy day by letting out his pen to Conservative
newspapers. | do not say he is not honest and
honorable, but | do say that England never was in
love with Coalition Governments or coalition asso-

oiaticn8' G. W. FOOTE.

Sugar Plums,

The complimentary dinner to Messrs. Heaford and Moss
on Thursday last (we are writing this on June 22) was a
pronounced success. The room was quite full—almost in-
conveniently so—and the guests of the evening were both in
good form, and appeared to enjoy themselves thoroughly.
Formality was, indeed, reduced to a minimum, and good-
fellowship profited in consequence. London Freethought was
well represented, and it was surprising how many of those
present had been connected with the movement during the
whole of the time covered by the services of those in whose
honor the dinner was given. Mr. Foote was unable to be
present, but sent a letter congratulating the two veterans,
which was read to the gathering. Letters of regret for non-
attendance were also read from Mr. Harry Organ and Mr.
W. Davey.

There was only one toast, “ The Guests of the Evening,”
and the speeches in support of this were commendably brief
and agreeably bright. From the vigor and liveliness of the
speeches made by ‘Mr. Moss and Mr. Heaford in thanking
those present, it would not have been easy to infer that they
were celebrating a couple of score of years’ work in a cause
which Christians say breeds gloom and ill-feeling. Both
were full of enthusiasm for the “ best of all causes,” and
one felt in listening to them that whatever discomforts and
hardships attend the Freethought advocate, some compensa-
tion is furnished by the way in which that advocacy lifts
one above the more sordid aspects of life, and gives to one a
mental clarity and freshness only to be acquired in this
fashion. For our part, we regard the dinner as a mere stage
in the career of these two propagandists, and look forward
to many more years' service for them with both tongue
and pen.

The earlier hour of closing necessarily shortened the
musical portion of the evening’s entertainment, but what
was given was of good quality. Miss Edith Harold and Mr.
Alec Hardisty well deserved their encores, which were
cheerfully given ; and Mr. E. C. Saphin sang with effect
“ The Friar of Orders Grey” and “ All is Vanity.” The
perfect good humor that prevailed during the whole of the
evening was not the least conspicuous feature of a deservedly
successful function.

We referred two or three weeks ago to the case of Mr. J. W.
Leiper, a member of the Lanark School Board, who annotated
some of the school books belonging to the Board, by way of
protest against the religions teaching contained therein, and
which was given to his children during their lessons. The
Board summoned Mr. Leiper for the cost of the books, and,
as we anticipated, he was compelled to pay. But the Judge,
Sheriff Moncrieff, expressed surprise that so much religious
instruction should appear in books intended for Secular
teaching, so that it is evident Mr. Leiper had moral grounds
for his action, particularly as he had exhausted every con-
stitutional method of getting the matter remedied. Mr.
Leiper's contention is that the action of the Board was
contrary to the Scottish Education Act of 1872, and in
this we are inclined to agree with him. But that was
not the issue before Sheriff Moncrieff, only the question
of damage done to the Board's property, and the Sheriff
had no alternative but to decide against the defendant.
Perhaps it may still be possible for Mr. Loiper to raise
the question in another way. Wo do not know what help
we can give in this direction, but anything wo can do will be
done with pleasure.

War has become a monstrosity while it yet remains a
necessity. It is a monstrosity because it is absolutely un-
combinable with the laws of our own highest life and follows a
code of its own. Yet it is not in itself the cause, but rather
the result of that ego-centric national spirit which cannot
love without hating, nor labor without competing, nor cherish
its own life without seeking to absorb that of others, of that
nationalism that cannot greet the coming of another race.—
Mi>8 M. D. Petre, “ Reflections of a Non-Combatant"
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The Fourth Gospel.

A New Jesus.

To any thinking person who has read giriti
Gospels, a perusal of the Fourth evangel sbon £
a most remarkable faot to Iight This n
Jesus of the “ Gospel of John” appears,

thing except the name, a perfectl
Fﬁe'ta—queTy—maglﬁaFy eing. @%@ng@
thad the Jdasus af tive lastroeini@d Gospel 1 QIO
Jesus described in the three Synoptics, "n.ue”
different kind of person—one conceived by
of the Founth Gospel himself. uvVeWw+
It is asserted by orthodox critics that
of John” was written later than the three
Gospels, and that its composer had seen ai  ge<
other Gospels. This is true as regards thgyy»
Gospel, and possibly also of the ~ir80i°0l M¢
presbyter had certainly seen the Gospel
and some discourses which he ascribed to iiis
because he mentioned them to his friend
but the Third Gospel—that compiled by iiii!
Theophilus, Bishop of Antioch—was not -
until after his own. Now, the first three w i
as already stated, were supposed to bo meret /Yy~
copies of an older Gospel then in use, 8 0
reoeived by thAe Churcf\? a3 such. the/&
asoribed to Jesus were given in
language and many new details added, n N
oould complain. Most of the old stories ~jJe t-

and were presented in a better dres8’ jig?l
new circumstances, inserted here an™ wagirc”,
showed that the more ancient account b tre-
plete. This was evidently the light in j
Gospels were regarded. (See Luke’s QosflX
When, however, we come to the Njar,' -
find thungB altogetiver ditferemnd ,.ube w
true, has taken some of the events >n ca’QVvi

from the primitive Gospel (or fro® *O only

Mark); but those are few, and inc

following:— te ct.

The preaching of John the Bapti8" jetfipJjP

Andrew and Poter—the “purging” 0L "7 .jiic
Feeding five thousand—the Woman anoin* ?
Jesus riding into Jerusalem—the Arrest
Trial—the Crucifixion.

All the foregoing alleged events are given

Mark, and Luke. Why has the pseudo-J? #-iti0

them? Apparently he thought that J°, e,

Gospel he must give the beginn'S gjort

of the primitive *aceourretr a5 me

of Mark, as well as some events

Had he written merely to supple “ jjiifl *ig
e Gospels, there wa3 no n0ONi(iady

any of the foregoing. Bat, as

was a born forger, who could noc

a narrative from an anoient MS.

the desire to alter and transform IiJ

recognition. This he has aotually “ alterjtig

cases in others he has made *** t'«f>

titineéi becawse he oould not »ggigeda\V/ f qﬁ;

of doing so, or because he thought of to

were an improvement. His treatm~gf o0Nd

narratives, however, is a trifling

with his impudent forgeries: “\\ -

events in the remainder of his ths

fiction. But worse even than this ~ arto

all the sayings and discourses w the 403

which be ha® piously placed in itav dA

Savior, were conoooted by the wri T thRyit, m

writer carefully omitted all the saymS Ond \Y

on-Mount type rooorded by M a t t a0d

also all the stories called “ parables. g0 _

in their plaoce long rambling ddsoou~ijrfl

different character—which were fIP?* Of

to the Synoptists. Henoe, the JeSa

of John,” in both word and deed. ‘ jjos NV.y

of Savior from the Jesus of the \Y

thing common to the two being cJjflé

withstanding this very obvious ffiC  .»Pil

denominations—the clergy include*

Son* A
Sostvh
Oinsjk

%

«d t

(J'»!

%

r5.
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ti FOrceived it. Those uncritical people only
“e Gospels to find comforting texts.

®he Preaching op the Baptist.

"Ssthre ROM1®  J°bn the Baptist, as recorded in
Auj 0Gynoptios, was, as we know, derived from
it more primitive Gospel. Taking the
'Fent Matthew as the nearest to the original

‘re words said to have been uttered by
Amvelst Bi. 2, 7—12) total no more than
Bt iiMi'i  Gf these Mark has recorded only one

jlj1G). Luke, whose Gospel was unknown to
itetthe» ~reenyter, has given the seven verses of
'HehhalOl . ‘m (Bake iii. 7—9; 16, 17), between
_ *nserted five other verses from some
‘@" Qure@lrOe (Bake iii. 10- -14). Coming now to
~ory'>ja™ John,” the writer of that fabricated
1 Qaaplaced in the mouth of the Baptist no
Xl nty'four verses (Joha *-20-27; 29—84;
(/" and of these, all are new save the one
J.P "batthew and Mark. The problem is,
0P80ndo-John get them ?
miial/fo O wrote later than the last-named indi-
tefiav,?> aa stated, other sayings attributed
«5Wae N " bis May' an” inserted them; but
56 hiafn ? roba,hly traditional, and in some slight
?"***y1lm  Josephus says that John the Bap-
Moright the Jews to exercise virtue, both
lia"83s0asne88 towards one another, and piety
j7ig,ig *aQd as such to come to baptism” : eto.
jmMotherm~ere the “ righteousness towards
‘N4, r , lain perfect agreement with Luke iii.
ti 'had We know, had read Josephus,
r. Bgptia, “ere been any such teaching asoribed to
5 6i2ni, 88 re°orded by the pseudo-John,
% 7 ¥8 N ave known it; but_that evangelist
- never heard of it. At the late
SI;U DE)“ the Gospels were written there was no
P to the writer of the Fourth Gospel
ian 5 °~en Mathew and Luke: all ancient
b'o» 2PUmOnts were then well known. But
'*'essvs °ngh the “ Gospel of John” it soon
vjt hy 10ent to any discerning reader that the
I0i &j n° intention of following in the beaten
@'tinv j.Car®d nothing for contradicting or dis-
b~itea O listing Gospels. His sole desire was
G 'thveg Gospel, to remodel any of the older
tJad Og made use of, and to compose a series of
tQ imself. He believed it to be meri-
i! *kkin, f°lve f°r the glory of God: his fingers
JV C ; t° write, and he did so.
W tre Badv 8tory of the baptism of Jesus by
tij- fre g ® 1B this writer did not trouble to re-
V Ik b ir‘Veas given in the primitive Gospel
tiMilented ark—he assumes that aH his reagers
thn rTb =~ —bnt, after the baptism, he
K?Ihﬁb‘lrgn Baptiat refer to i®and says i—
lot.6?21lauj O Spirit descending as a dove out of
OH ;S $e H g®§® uPon him. And | knew him

ific Se® me *° baptise with water, he
L ~scens; ~ou whomsoever thou shalt seo the
6 ,Utler sy abiding upon him, the same

R Ben ,astigeth with the Holy Spirit. _ And I
Vh" God” /T ,bave borne witness that this is the

w 8tatement by the Baptist is new

2d4i8 @e Gosuof nnknown to the writers of the
t fo _the latter Gospels—hbefore

‘Hrated nQ be baptised- john the Baptist is
ann®ancing that someone greater

1 oly ruot | ° appear, who should “ bap-

1 Eavlﬁj r %tﬁr and in Matt. iil. ¥ Sesus
,IP°r9°n before the baptism. After

R,?e Baptist made no reference to

Vi~iohf 6 Lord n 6 Wrfter of the Fourth Gospel
"ObheR r.°~ as making a direot com-
hINic~Ste aPfist, and gives the exaot words.
iS? tnn/e,tk080 words spoken ? Was the

V V 6 "as tv00 by the god himself or through

hi tho te any visible figure present, or
hBgl sn«_, 80und of a voico? And did the

V N r *n Aramaic or in Greek? These
@t finestions, for the Christian god
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has never spoken to any one since the Gospels were
written eighteen centuries ago—though there have
been thousands of occasions when a voice from
heaven would have saved thousands of innocent
lives. During the long “ witchcraft” period, for
instance, when the Christian Church in Europe and
America took the lead in burning, hanging, or drown-
ing poor, decrepit, old women, not a word was uttered
by that deity to prevent one of those inhuman mur-
ders. It is almost needless to say that all the words
placed in the mouth of the Baptist in the Fourth
Gospel—save the verse copied from Mark—were
fabricated by the pssudo-John himself.

Again, this fraudulent writer has placed the same
ideas in the mouth of John the Baptist as he has in
the mouth of Jesus, as may be seen from the words
italicised in the following passages:—

(Jesus): “ Howbeit he that sent mo is true; and the
things which | heard from him, these speak | unto the
world....... as the Father taught, | speak these things"
(John viii. 26, 28)—" For the Father loveth the Son.......
he hath given all judgment unto the Son....... He that
heareth my word, and believeth him that sent me,
hath eternal life ” (John v. 20, 22, 24).

(Baptist): “ What he hath seen and heard, of that he
beareth witness....... that God is true. For he whom God
hath sent speaheth the words of God" (John iii. 32, 34)
—* The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things
into his hand. He that believeth on the Son hath eternal
life; but he that believeth not thQ Son shall not see
life” (John iii. 35, 36).

In the foregoing paragraphs, it will be seen, John the
Baptist uses precisely the same language as Jesus.
He speaks of God as “ the Father,” and of Jesus
as “ the Son.” He knows that Jesus was sent by
God; that “ God is true” ; that Jesus bore witness
of what he had seen and heard in heaven, and
therefore spoke “ the words of God”; that “ the
Father lovath the Son,” and “ hath given all things”
into his hand, and that “ he that believeth ” on Jesus
“hath eternal life.” John the Baptist knows, in faot,
as much as Jesus himself, and is apparently in the
full confidence of “ the Father.” Yet if we turn to
the Synoptics we find that the Baptist, when in
prison, sent two of his disoiples to Jesus asking
“Art thou he that should come, or look we for
another” ? (Matt. xi. 8; Luke vii. 19). No one in
his senses could imagine a person with such a know-
ledge of God’'s plans respecting “ the Son” and the
redemption of mankind sending to ask such a ques-
tion—which action, in faot, proves the dove story in
all four Gospels to be a fable. This, however, is not
the point: the question is, Did the pseudo-John him-
self compose the statements he has put in the mouth
of the Baptist? To this the reply must bo that he
did. Though the language in the foregoing extracts
is extremely simple, we do not find the expressions
there italicised recorded in any of the other Gospels,
or even in any book of the New Testament, unless it
be in the “ Epistle of John”—which was undoubtedly
composed by the same writer. In that Epistle the
writer says:—

“ God gave unto us eternal life, and this life is his Son.
He that hath the Son hath life; he that hath not the Son
of God hath not life....... we know him that is true.......
This is tho true God, and eternal life" (1 John v. 11,
12, 20,.

In this sample of the writer’s own language, addressed
to his fellow-Christians (though in the name of the
apostle John), we see ths expressions that “ God is
true,” and the consequence of “ believing on the
Son” and of “ not believing on the Son "—as placed
in the mouth of the Baptist. But when we take into
consideration that neither Jesus nor the Baptist was
accompanied by a reporter, and that nothing that
either is represented as saying was taken down at
the time, and also that no such expressions were
found in the primitive, oanonioal, or apocryphal
Gospels—tho question of the source can have but
one answer: they were oomposed by the pseudo-
John himself. This oonolusion is the only one that
explains the peculiarities of language of the Fourth

Gospel.

Abracadabra.
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Papistry and Truth.

It is often urged against Freethinkers that lack
of belief in a personal God weakens their sense
of the importance of truth, even where it does not
lead to absolute falsehood. In this respect the
Roman Catholic Churoh is specially emphatic,
although few Catholics are aware how utterly un-
reliable can be the oath of a Papist if he follows the
express instructions issued to the faithful by the
Church, when the latter desire lies to be sworn or
equivocations uttered “ for the glory of God.”

This teaching is not peculiar to the Roman
Church alone. It has been, and is taught to-day,
by those esteemed and so-called holy men who
are doing their best through ritual, confessional,
and dogma to Romanise the English Church. The
following few quotations and authorities should be
enough to convince the simplest that should the
Great Lying Church ever again get dominance, but
little freedom from persecution will remain.

| am indebted to Count Hoensbroech, who was a
<Jesuit for fourteen years, for the following informa-
tion. His book is beyond the reach of many—price
Xl 5s.—but it is most interesting and profitable for
the student of to-day who desires light on the inner
workings of the Roman Church, although the
reading, to a decent oitizen who hates slavery, makes
one’s blood boil.

Thus Jesuit Delrio, Professor at the universities
of Salamanca and Graz, writes (—

“ It is an article of Faith that alie is in itself morally
bad. Yet consider, it is one thing to say something false,
and another to hide something true, by making use not
of a lie, but an equivocation. The utterance of a judge
at Liege was both cunning and permissible, who said to
a stiffnecked witch who denied all accusations, that if
she spoke the truth sufficiently, he would, as long as she
lived, provide from his own or public means, food and
drink for her every day, and see to it that a new house
was built for her, understanding by ‘ house ' the wooden
scaffolding, with the bundles and straw, on which she
would be burnt.”

Sweet justice; beautiful law!
saysi—

“ Thus, an adulterous woman when questioned by her
husband and threatened with death, may reply without
falsehood and without mental reservation, 11 have not
wounded your honor,’ for ‘ wounded’' means a material
wounding, which cannot bo applied to honor. She may
also deny her adultery by taking this word in the sense
in which itis frequently used in the Scriptures, namely,
Idolatry....... Whoever is asked by a judge on oath how
much he has of a certain commodity, which is unjustly
taxed at too high a rate, may swear he has a consider-
ably smaller quantity of it than he really has, and it can
be shown in many ways that there is no perjury. In
the first place, when he swears that he has, for example,
seventy pitchers of oil, he does not deny that he has
more, but speaks the truth, saying that he has seventy
pitchers. Secondly, he may swear that he has not more
than seventy, because he speaks the truth so far as the
judge, who only asks as to the amount of oil which ought
to be taxed, is concerned. As, according to the hypothe-
sis, the tax is unjustly high, it is quite true to say that
the person does not possess more, adding (mentally),
than must be taxed.”

The Jesuits’ layman, Ballerini and Palmieri, and
the twentieth century Jesuit, Duhr, teach the same
abominations.

The Jesuit Lehmkul, whose Moral Theology is
taken as the basis of instruction for the confessors
in numerous seminaries for Roman priests, says :(—

“ Mental reservation is frequently free from falsehood,
consequently it is occasionally permissible and necessary,
and occasionally not permissible to use it. For example,
the expression ‘1 do not know ' may admit the meaning
in certain circumstances ‘I do not know so that I can
communicate it.’”

Thus the Jesuit Gory \—

“ Anna has committed adultery; sho replied first of
all to her husband, who was suspicious and questioned
her, that she had not broken the marriage bond; the
second time, she replied, after she had been absolved
from the sin, 11 am not guilty of such a crime’;

The Jesuit Cardenas
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century, to establish transnbstantiation ? It is
hardly evidenoe of infallibility that Popes’ should
have lived and died before Innocent developed
psuedolepsis or infamy. As he inaugurated that
adjunct to civilisation, the Inquisition, at the same
time as transnbstantiation, the latter was probably
his trouble. How few Catholics know this historical
truth, which is the most crushing answer to a
falsely claimed infallibility ?

The confessional Kills truth, to which one may add
decency. While having no sympathy with the Kensit-
ites, they, at least, of all the Non-Roman Christ-
ians, are worthy of respect for fighting this mon-
strous practice, established only to bind still stronger
the fetters of superstition on the laity.

The early Roman Church knew it not. Chrysostom,
one of the early fathers, said “ Confession should be
to God alone; apart, in private to Him, who knoweth
beforehand, no man knowing.” The Church sainted
him, so he is a recognised authority. When the
alleged Christ told his hearers that they who retained
certain sins, he himself would retain and forgive
in the same measure, he spoke to men and also
women, if he spoke at all. If folk must confess, for
decency’s sake, let alone purity, women should con-
fess to women, and men to men. These priests are
not eunuchs, they eat and drink particularly well,
rarely scull, play football, cricket, or swim, and
become either Falstaffs with distillery faces or
starved non-generators; the latter, through my bitter
observance, in the deoided minority.

Rome imagines she can, to-day, claim the nation’s
respect and obedience in spite of her past murders
in the Lord’s name and her ever-present attempt
to control the family through the priest. All her
sins must be forgiven in deference to her high official
position. So long as one gives obedience, works are
of no import. Obedienoe, obedience ! The Church
breeds to-day what it has ever bred, cold-hearted
ecclesiastical cynicism, quite opposed to all enthusi-
asm for humanity; hence its power continues to
decay both in strength and numbers. The Roman
Church reviles Luther and Wyoliffe, Hubs, and other
thinkers of their time; but we have a deal to thank
these men for, although not necessarily agreeing
with them.

All inquiry is heresy, and, being the mother of
freedom and consequently the ohief enemy of the
Church, is by that organisation forbidden. Hence
the black spots of the civilised world are where
priestcraft and the Roman Faith predominate.

In Spain (perhaps the most Catholic of all coun-
tries) the 1896 Government Report gives figures that
should convince the most prejudiced how clerical
control affects a nation :—

“In a population of 19,000,000, no fewer than
8,725,519 profess no occupation. There are 91,227
professed mendicants (of whom 51,498 are females),
43 328 members of the clergy, and 28,549 nuns. The
number of absolutely unlettered adult persons is
6,104,470, including 2,686,615 females.”

Surely suoh a number of clergy and nuns should
suffice to educate the six millions of unlettered
adults and turn many of the eight millions of wasters
into useful, productive citizens,

Fortunately, the world has been gradually slipping
from the deadly control of the Church, and is
decaying as surely as Cato is dead. Far-fetched
austerities and mediaeval dogmas cannot stand in the
present light of day. The sun of inquiry means
death to such mental leprosy, and its power, fortu-
nately, grows daily.

To any Catholio who may read this, | would point
out that 1 Thessalonians v. 21 contains these words,
“ But prove all things." Read the non-Roman view,
hear both parties, even as you do in politics or your
business, and then you will eventually find what,
after many years, the writer found, that you have
been living in the lap of error, supporting a most
ignoble institution. This will enable you to develop
a happy state of mind, free from fears of hell and
kindred absurdities. E W S Cox
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first po3t on Tuesday
and be marked “ Lecture Notice ” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
Odtdoob.

Bethnal Gbern Bbanch N. S.S. (Victoria Park, near the
Bandstand): A. D. Howell-Smith, B.A., 3.15, “ Christianity and

ar” ; 6.15, “ The Ethics of Jesus.”

Camberwell Bbanch N. S.S. (Brockwell Park): 6, L. B.
Giallagher, a Lecture.

Kingsland Bbanch N. S. S. (corner of Bidley-road): 7.30,
W. Davidson, “ Are Christians Ashamed ?”

Noeth London Bbanch N. S. S. (Finsbury Park) : 11.15, It. H.
Kosetti, a Lecture. Parliament Hill: 3.15, W. Davidson, a
Lecture. Regent's Park : 3.15, R. H. Rosetti, a Lecture.

West Ham Bbanch N. 8. 8. (outside Maryland Point Station,
Stratford, E.) : 7, E. Burke, a Lecture.

LATEST N. S. S. BADGE.—A single Pansy
flower, size as shown ; artistic and neat design
in enamel and silver; permanent in color; has
been the means of making many pleasant
introductions.  Brooch, Stud fastening, or
Scarf-pin, post free in Great Britain, 9d. each.
Exceptional value. Only limited number in
stock.—From Miss E. M. Vance, General
S. S., 62 .Farringdon-street, London, E.C.
Note compulsory slight advance in prices.

PROPAGANDIST LEAFLETS. NewlIssue. 1. Christianitya
Stupendous Failure, J. T. Lloyd; 2. Bible and Teetotalism, 3.
Wheeler; 3. Principles of Secularism, C. Watts; 4. Where Are
Your Hospitals! R. Ingersoll. 5. Because the Bible Tells Me
So, W. P. Ball; 6. Why Be Goodl by G. W. Foote. The
Parson’s Creed. Often the means of arresting attention and
making new members. Price 6d. per hundred, post free 7d.
Special rates for larger quantities. Samples on receipt of
stamped addressed envelope.—Miss E, M. Vance, N. S. S.
Secretary, 62 Farringdon-street, London, E.O.

THE_ LATE,
CHARLES BRADLAUGH, M.P.

A Statuette Bust,

Modelled by Burvill in 1881. An excellent likeness of the great
Freethinker. Highly approved of by his daughter and intimate

colleagues. Size, 6] ins. by 8] ins. by 4J ins.
Plaster (lvory Finish) . 3/-
Extra by post (British Isles): One Bust, 1/- two, 1/6.

The Pioneer Press 61 Farringdon-street. London, E.C.; or,
Miss E. M. Vance, Secretary, N. S. S.
All Profits to be devoted to the N. S. S. Benevolent Fund.
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alike.

*
)E "‘Qthon 0Ll laws interfering with the free use
i 6bit? of Hw330 oi cnltnre and reoreation ; and the
hK > 3 tft3e Municipal MnsenmB, leraries,
for N a*iiage Laws, especially to secure

of divOr tlan™ 8nd wiio' ax3 a reasonable liberty

tf~ 3tQav h*?3G~ » 1 status of men and women, so
4p9ection of 0,la”6Pendent of sexual distinctions.
°f tho 1di0Q 1*°“» all forms of violence, and

I--,64br,inQX 80 Wk® would make a profit ont of their
» > 0 «Ofajj .
spirit « * 0 distinctions and privileges,

A m?tOvﬁln antagonistic to justice and human
1ai3,1;ef0by™ B i08%1end wise moans of the con-
dtir,. t3le masses of the pooplo, especially
ead 1/ §s>where fnsanitary andl incomrrodious
NS si*?* »»t S* °Fen spaces, cause physical
of (jiaa. the deterioration of family life,
al anglNi® 3 4nd cin*y b Aihoi to organise
BtN%iProtSOtJ ea’homical advancement, and of its
7% h;N ioo* 00 in Bc=h combinations.
YU, QY | Adeder Ro*orm fok thiat of ilish-
fic of bmi or_hninals, so that gaols may no
A > ~NsicZr”sation, or even of mere detention,
Nsir,a®%tori a.t®ll°ctnal, and moral elevation for
(Jh5jN w 1L °f the r-Itb anti-social tendencies.
IPh atta-mi °r?33w *° animals, so as to seonre
of p J W/ e 1protection against cruelty.

8,iai!a3Ch fn. °°Jbetween nations, and the substi-
e, * War in the settlement of inter-
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