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Natural Morality.
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work is admirably well done. It might have been a
little more idiomatic with advantage. Now and
then the French phrase is transplanted rather than
translated into English. But the author’s meaning
always seems adequately conveyed; and, after all,
that is the point of greatest importance.

One-third of Gnyau’s book consists of an elaborate
Introduction, in which he discusses the current meta-
physioa of morality. Optimism, he asserts, is really
based upon religious ideas. God is looking after the
affairs of the universe, and everything must be for
the best. Even if they appear to be otherwise, there
is the doctrine of immortality to supply the explana-
tion. What is crooked now will be put straight here-
after, what is confused will be made orderly, what is
dark will be made clear. Death brings the solution
of all mysteries. Yes, says Guyau, but is it not a
fact, after ali, that God is iiitle mare than the hypo-
thetical guarantee of this very immortality ?

“In reality, humanity cares little enough about God ;
not one martyr would have sacrificed himself for that
recluse of the skies. What was looked for in him was
the power to make us immortal. Man has always been
wanting to scale the heavens, and he cannot do it quite
alone. He has invented God in order that God may
stretch out a hand to him ; next he attached himself in
love to the divine Savior. But if to-morrow one were
to say to the four hundred millions of Christians, ‘ Thcro
is no God; there is only a paradise, a man-Christ, a
virgin mother, and saints,” they would very quickly bo
consoled.”

The ethical vice of optimism is that it encourages
supineness, content, and callousness. If everything
is for tho best, the passion for reform is both blas-
phemous and ridiculous. Pessimism is as false as
optimism, for tho persistence of life proves that it
contains a balance of satisfaction. Nevertheless, the
pessimist may well be more moral than the optimist.
He rebels against the evil3 of life, and if he cannot
hope to make it happy he may try to make it less
miserable. The truth lies in the third hypothesis of
the indifference of nature. Man gives her an aim,
conceived from his own wishes. But she has no aim.
She is infinite and inexhaustible. Nothing is fixed,
all is fluid. Man is but one of her productions. The
time wa3 when he was not, and the time is coming
when he will not be. She existed without him onoe,
and she will exist without him again. It is useless
to say “ Conform to nature.” We do not know what
this nature is. What we are sure of is her indiffer-
enoe to man’s aims and aspirations. Yet there is
such a thing as natnral morality, in the sense of an
ethio based upon the laws and conditions of human
life.

Gayau’s sketoh of this natural morality—without
religious obligation or metaphysical sanotion—is a
fine performance. The reader may not find it con-
vincing; he must find it suggestive. Guyau is a
Utilitarian in the sense that he believes morality to
be purely social in its origin and development. But
ho denies that human aotivity is exercised for the sake
of happiness. *“ Life,” he says, “unfolds and ex-
presses itself in activity because it is life. In all
creatures pleasure accompanies, muoh more than it
provokes, the searoh after life. Before all we must
live; enjoyment comes after.” Life beoomes moral
by an inevitable necessity as it intensifies and
expands. It has a power of feoundity as well as of
self-preservation. This finds its first outlet in genera-
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tion. Then follows a fecundity of intellect, of sensi-
bility, of emotion, and of will; and all this is
impossible except under the forms of sociability.
Finally, ideas of ethical possibility arise, and these
necessarily tend to realise themselves. They become
psychological foroes. “ 1 ought, therefore | will,” is
a less potent formula than ““I can, therefore I must.”
One is always impelled to fulfil the possibilities of
one’s nature.

Guyau is rigorously logical. Dismissing the idea
of duty, he discovers its equivalent in the forces of
life. Not only is the most intense and energetic man
in the main the moat sooiable man, but human
beings love risk as well as enjoyment; and this, we
may remark in passing, is at the root of a great deal
of gambling, which is too generally supposed to spring
merely from a desire to obtain other people’s money.
There is a certain charm to strong natures in danger.
It calls forth their energies and capacities. It makes
them live intensely, and intense life is always a
delight. Guyau observes that intrepidity and self-
sacrifice, even in the face of the final risk of death,
is “ not a mere negation of self and of personal life;
it is this life itself raised into sublimity.” Every-
thing, in short, whioh unites the individual to his
species, and makes him subserve its interests, has its
root in nature, and is susceptible of a rational
explanation.

Dealing with the penal side of morality, Guyau
remarks that punishment sprang originally from the
useful animal instinct of self-defence, which took the
form of attack upon aggression. A caress elicits a
caress. A bite provokes a bite. Retaliation is at
bottom a sound instinct. When a boy says, “ He hit
me first,” he gives what for him is an excellent
reason. But when intelligence comes to the aid of
instinct, we learn that retaliation is a useless expen-
diture of force. We content ourselves with simple
defence, and we even become capable of pitying the
offender. Crime should therefore b8 dealt with in a
social spirit. We should treat it as we now treat
leprosy or insanity. “ Charity for all men,” Guyau
says, “ whatever may be their moral, intellectual, or
physical worth, should be the final aim to be pursued
even by publio opinion.” Humanity must not follow
the bad example of Christianity, and set up a social
doctrine of grace and election. God, if he exist, only
damns himself in damning a sinner. From his height
the outcasts should never be anything but unfor-
tunates. The very heart of morality is pity or com-
passion. Higher than any Western prayer (we may
add) is the great Eastern prayer: “0 God, be mer-
ciful to the wicked. Thou hast already been meroiful
to the good.” G. w. PooTE.

[Reprinted from an old number of the Freethinker and
probably interesting to a new body of readers.]

Current Christianity.

One of the religious weeklies dealt recently with the
reasons given by various people for the declining
membership of the Churohes. It had no explanation
of its own to offer, but it pointed out that the
reaeons given neutralised each other. There is no
denying the truth of this. One man says that the
decline is due to a departure from the “ old Gospel ”;
another puts it down to the preaching being old-
fashioned and out of date. On the one hand, we
hear there is too little of the social element in the
preaching; on the other, that there is too much.
Others talk vaguely about the general indifference to
religion, or to the *“Materialism” of the age;
although, as the article referred to said, preachers
in evory age have been busy with exactly the same
complaint. The only clear and certain thing is that
people are drifting away from Christianity.

And in all this the vital point is quite overlooked.
Beliefs—whether social or religious—if they are to
possess the note of vitality, must spring from current
life, and in some way or other receive confirmation
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may be hastened or retarded. Evolution proceeds
consciously or unconsciously. Only it would be well
for all Freethinkers to realise that the conscious
direction of social forces may do in a few years what
it may otherwise take generations to accomplish.

C. Cohen.

A New View of the War ?

Foe supernaturalists the problem of the ages has
been how to justify the ways of God with man,
and it is no nearer solution to-day than it was
four, six, or ten thousand years ago. Even the
Bible declares that his ways are in the deep and
past tracing out. There was a profound oonviction
that they were righteous, but nobody could show
wherein their righteousness consisted. The author
of the Book of Job tried his ingenious hand upon
this old problem, and had to confess that it was
altogether beyond him. They who are known as
the men of God are obliged to admit that the ques-
tion of Providence is an insoluble mystery. In a
sermon, published in the Christian Commonwealth for
June 9, the Rev. R. J. Campbell is humble enough to
speak thus;—

“Probably those are right who say that in the last
resort the problem of evil is insoluble; I have never
yet met, and never expect to meet in this world, with
a full and satisfactory explanation of the reason why
sin and suffering are permitted in a Divinely ordered
creation; but surely the words of my text [lsa. xlv. 7]
might, without presumption or irreverence, be regarded
as a finger-post pointing the way to a working faith on
the subject. They are the explicit declaration that,
apart from the will of God, we should never have
known anything about the existence of evil under any
of its aspects; he needed it or it would not be here.”

Let us contrast that extract with the text upon
which it is founded: “ 1 form the light and create
darkness; | make peace and create evil; I, the Lord,
do all these things.” Carefully note the contradic-
tion. God is made to say, “I create evil,” but Mr.
Campbell improves upon that by saying, “No, he
merely permits it, or only creates the conditions
under which it becomes possible.” Before proceeding
any further, let us give another quotation from this
sermon:—

“And what is it all for? Why has such a terrible
experience had to become ours? Once again let me
say that there is something here which, as all the
sages of old have taught us, is unfathomable to human
wisdom. | can but show you that which lies along the
foreshore of the boundless ocean of the life divine and
eternal.”

Now the decks are cleared for action. The first
noteworthy fact is that Mr. Campbell admits the
insolubility of the problem of evil and suffering.
This, he adds, has been taught by all the sages
of old. If there be a God of infinite love and power,
nothing can bo more incontestable than that he
““moves in a mysterious way his wonders to per-
form.” His movements are so mysterious that they
cannot be traced at all. The initial blunder, then,
is to assume, without the slightest evidence, the
existence of such an incomprehensible performer.
What proof is there that any event whatsoever,
or any state of things, is an expression of a super-
natural will ? Mr. Campbell confesses his inability
to show his hearers anything but “that which lies
along the foreshore of the boundless ocean of the
life divine and eternal”; but we positively deny
his ability to do even that. He does not know,
nobody else knows, that there exists a boundless
ocean of divine and eternal life, and in his total
ignorance of such an existence it is sheer folly,
it is even overweening oonoeit, on his part to imagine
that he can show anybody anything wbioh lies along
the foreshore of such an imaginary ocean, because he
has never seen anything himself. So far as tho
present discourse is concerned, he utterly fails to
make the least revelation. What he gives us is
Platonism pure and simple, or a metaphysical theory
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insusceptible of verification. Let us look at it for a
moment with the eye of reason.

We readily recognise the theoretical fasoination of
Platonism, as poetically stated by its author, but are
by no means blind to its obvious inconsistencies. Mr.
Campbell, ignoring the fountain-head of the theory,
quotes from a modern book, the very title of which
he has forgotten, but whioh he ventures to call The
Dual Pathway. According to this work, two spirits,
inhabiting a perfectly flawless heaven, conversed to-
gether concerning the nature of the life they were
living there. Conscious of the limitations under
which they labored, they both yearned for an in-
definable something whioh was not then in their
possession, save potentially. They had no idea what-
ever what it was, but they were restless under the
urge of some unknown desire. In their ambitious
uneasiness these two unique spirits eleoted to be
born in the flesh on earth, and leave behind them
the glories of the heavenly life. We much prefer
Plato’s own statement of the theory, which materially
differs from this of the half-forgotten Dual Pathway ;
but the point of interest is that the two ambitious
spirits became, by their own choice, incarnate on the
earth, *““and grew up remembering nothing of their former
existence, and not recognising one another ” (the italics
are ours). They found themselves, poor things,
“ confined in bodies whioh hampered and repressed
them at every turn, and at times developed desires
and tendencies which warred successfully against
their spiritual ideals.” Unfortunately, one of them
chose, or had thrust upon him, a body in which there
lurked a congenital craving for strong drink, to whioh
he, unhappily, became a wretched victim. The other
had a somewhat better luck, though he, too, had to
struggle against manifold temptation, and was able
eventually to be of service to his fallen brother.

We fear that Plato would be heartily ashamed of
such a miserable caricature of his pet philosophy,
were he to know of it; but the outcome is prac-
tically the same whether we contemplate the hypo-
thesis as delineated in the original picture or in this
caricature. Man, as we know him, Mr. Campbell
informs us, is a spiritual being, conscious of the con-
flict of opposing elements in his own soul, and
subject to the assaults of sorrow and affliction from
outside. In other words, dropping Platonism, man
is a spirit encased in a material body, endowed with
freedom of choice in thought and action, and, there-
fore, capable, by the free exercise of his own will, to
set the will of his Maker at defianoe. Now, then,
Mr. Campbell’s theory of man, half Platonio and half
Biblical, comes to this, that “we can and do ally
ourselves with evil in such a way as to throw our-
selves into opposition to the will of God and mar his
holy purposes. Then this oracle adds :—

“ And he lets ns do it, for to do any other would be to
reduce us to automata, and to do away with the educa-
tive value of the struggle with unideal conditions to
which we find ourselves exposed....... The point of im-
portance is that God is himself the originator of the
conditions under which the misuse of the power he
delegates is possible.”

Now, strangely enough, this curiously self-contra-
diotory doctrine of man has been invented in defence
of the moral character of God. As a whole, it is not
found in the Bible, nor in the orthodox Church of
any age, but is an illogical mixture of Platonio
Paganism and Christian Arminianism. That it re-
lieves God of all responsibility for the evil, sorrow,
and suffering in the world ie the veriest of delusions.
Take the War as an example. Mr. Campbell regards
the War as an evil, for whioh man, setting himself
up in rebellion against God, is responsible; but this
is a fatal fallacy, because God, being responsible for
man, must logically and ethically be held responsible
for all man’s doings. Consequently, he is directly
accountable for the War. Mr. Campbell admits that
he permits it, as he permits all other ovils, and that
he is the originator of the conditions under which
it has come to pass ; “ he needed it or it would not
be here.” It is one of the many ugly ways by which
God fulfils himself in oreation. Like all other forms
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A Jester’s Grave.

“ The witty and the tender Hood.
“ A most loyal, affectionate, and upright soul- 1S

“ Le rire c’est le propre de rhornme* >

“ The humanities are eternal.”—ChkistoiB

Amid thousands of unloved and ob
Kensal Green Cemetery, is one with

“ He sang the Song of the Shirt.’
resting place of Thomas Hood, who w
seventy years ago, and whose oe” " | QefeSe
been restored recently through the dB jfi-

. jgta
pori®

of an admirer. beok
When Voltaire sat down to writ®  «VfIW;:

Poetry, he dedicated his first chapter oilfr j f

of Taste in Nations.” A critic of o®1

find it necessary to expatiate on™" 0 &0 (¥.

taste in generations. Changes o¢ ' ir

taking place, and occasionally we a AV

by their recurmemce. One monmingg”»
find the gods of our youthful idola w iiit
comtempi, and somebioies ¢onsign®w 10 al iy
This week, for instanoe, we notic jaffl0 iv
newspaper that Thomas Hood wa* biob »
We put down the periodical i° ' cf
opinion was printed and though* A
Corellis, the Hall Caines, and the G
had dispossessed the kirid-heartedLiraxy
once acciaimed as one of the h ifu
ingland. . q ft
Thomas Hood was born in 1'. ygfir0 y
brave humor closed nearly forty-®1*
larger part of it was a constantr/.ess io? y ?
health, whioh was, however, P°we*,:es ohe Oy f
gaiety of his disposition. “ Here
more blood and made more Paa
living,” was the epitaph he P10M
himBelt. But in that short life D gijr01
the heart of the publio, for he bad

je'hs

Fowaa
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Jitter andtears of humanity. The high-water

Hm hiBPraiae is in the lines of one greater than

N #i>that “ nnsubduahle old Roman, Walter
"T&aLmdor

*Jealous, | own it, I was once
That wickedness | here renounce.
| tried at wit—it would not do ;
Attenderness—that failed me too ,
Before me on each path there stood
The witty and the tender Hood.”
J Hoods earlier days but little is known. His
fc*"» a minor novelist, whose works are now
iifv.  >8that his distinguished son was born, as
“Pressed it, “with ink In his blood.” Hood was
,3alad into a counting-house in the City, was
gtic Whtrough illness, and after some idle years
fw P°r@ air of Scotland, was apprenticed to an
teler Sis literary career began in 1821, when
assistant editor of the London Magazine,
< him into contact with abrilliant band
tLiu, amongst whom were Charles Lath>
lin‘h Da Qaincey, and Barry Cornwall. Like
3m fAnton Reynolds, whose sister ha married,
fw  under the influence of Keats. His earlier
3"™ere published in the London Magazine up to
< I-.~forwards in the various Annuals, “Forget-
“Keepsakes,” which were then P°Pan”-
% i “rst appearance in motley was in It
pities £ubliahed the first series of Whims and
Hst,i ¢ critics took offence at his puns, for
Hy novel. His book was full of witty word
’ttjea‘3 *t is easy to conoeive, as Hood said in his
m (% second edition, “ How gentlemen with
“ader Yfra Perplexed with a double meaning.”
ot 5@ ii0 Pnblic, like Oliver Twist, asked for
"1 o6 . °k reached a fourth editiou. “ Come
N Hood, “this little book will now
APnnts behind it—and a hoise could do
wd ther, f,
"> and : u'ew °ff his motley, donned his singing
3 iug8i “The Plea of the Midsummer
»anions v°18 Was destined to prove his only vblume
Cale hah?-186' *or Ho bad a reputation as a jester,
ti'oity.  Bo degdied to |isten te htm in any other
Witha m.bad His living to make, and he
la S8n and once more put on the cap

I'1 K ? Tories of “ Comio Annuals lasted J
jvars. They delighted and inspire- eve y
Sﬁﬁgf@zpnwm@ez_@ fresh trem the eeeaR. IR
gt¥'eist  provocation; Hoed seldom oi
Stupiyr.~0rd, though that he could wield the
Nas  ai@”0d in his “ Ode to Rae Wilson.”
Att® boot H°°fcch Presbyterian, the writer of
Hoaf travel, and in one of his volumes
ae@O the g:. . on bHe ground of his flippant allu-
‘86 his 6% Hoed turned and rent him in
("GaVer fnn*"H110 power of using wit to serious
Wén Happier expression :
" mi@()‘fj?rfﬁelﬁ i Rts eBAtest !

13 bounteous, beauteous earth:

i D> in
N\(/) anlrrll] g]r r‘T143 0?0 %cuoprgpng %i}th T
~Aniut"monious face | pull,
1= ,°r stuejy - m Pmus when I’m only bilious-
Jaka sanctum supercilious
Perntor om~ ®'ll or forge a Bull.
A8 Bit Unse _ rePent each sinful act—
n ~ove mn er?eath the rose, my bible :
Thet It twy Bhebor ’ahtth in fact>
urn'yy v, * “im with a godly tract
Al fP.Z aPPHcatxon to,a libel. ,
T vidgs H& with thé Bigét's leaven,
~ 4have aho WU toleration thorough,
let j. "rror °f regarding heaven
0 Hues h AS anyHody’s rotten borough.”

‘a a8s0:~ ave Heoome a familiar quotation.

A Ho m°o?; - h 1.Church I” at every word,
8 &é]t% Tﬁaﬂ' other people
k aasgit | 1. koned a religjious bird
8 s P a'cawing from a steeple.”

Othily®»  Hood had much to contend
~ant orUblea» ohronio ill-health, and
“m atAwreQ p POnce ” harassed him to the

9’and th many literary men, he was
00 fatlure” of a firm in which he
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He
refused, however, to become bankrupt, and retired to
the Continent for economy. Unfortunately, the
climate was against him, and too soon came—

‘1 The blind fury with the abhorred shears
And slit the thin-spun life.”

Overwork, anxiety, and Ill-heaifch had broken a
weak constitution, and heart disease declared itself.
Hood was in harness almost to the end. Like Heine
on his mattress grave, he jested about his disease.
“ The doctor declares that anatomically my heart is
lower hung than usual—but what of that? The
more need to keep it up !” His illness made him
woefully thin, and when his wife was applying a
poultice to him he said, “ My dear! There’s plenty
of mustard but precious little meat.”

He died courageously as he had lived, and his
career was one of the minor tragedies of literature.
His popularity as a humorist prevented him from
following his truest as well as his highest faculty—
that of a poet.

The hulk of his work is simply excellent journalism,
but his puns were perfect:—

“ The par3on told the sexton
And the sexton tolled the bell.™

Miss Kilmansegg and Her Precious Leg is as read-
able as Byron’s Don Juan, and will always merit
attention by its astonishing display of high spirits
and fertility of invention :—

*“ Poor Peggy hawks nosegays from street to street

Till—think of that, who find life so sweet!—
She hates the smell of the roses.”

Hood possessed the qualities of a real poet. When
he laid aside his puns and pranks, and put off his
cap and bells, and sang from his heart, all English-
speaking men and women listened with tears and
wonder. Lyrics such as The Song of the Shirt,
The Bridge of Sighs, Eugene Aram, and the song
beginning, “ 1 remember, | remember, the house
where | was born,” axe assured of immortality. His
finest poems have found their way into every
anthology and every heart. What depth and ten-
derness there is in his Bridge of Sighs, telling of
the death of a prostitute —
“ Alas for the rarity
Of Christian charity
Under the sun!
Oh, it was pitiful!
Near a whole city full,
Home she had none.”

One recalls Thackeray’s touching tribute to Hood,
“ A most loyal, affectionate, and upright soul,” The
kind eyes were often filled with tears, and when the
cap and bells ware thrown aside, Ariel turned
Prospero, and showed in the transformation how
antic and irresponsible a spirit Ariel is. It is fitting
that on the tomb of this most lovable of jesters
should appear the inscription, “ He Sang the Song of

thO SHirt.” MIMNERMUS,

The Fourth Gospel.

The Logos.

In the days of Papias and his friend John the Pres-
byter (AD. 130—150) there arose oertain heretical
teaohers who, sad to relate, led many of the orthodox
Christians astray by teaching that the Old Testament
god, Yahweh, was neither the creator of the Universe,
as stated in Genesis, nor the *father” of Jesus
Christ; but that the real creator and father of Jesus
was another god—one greater than Yahweh. This
heretical doctrine was first taught by Cerinthus and
Cerdo (a p. 135) and later on by Marcion; though
some writers place Cerinthus at the end of the
first oentury. Against this pernicious doctrine John
the Presbyter addressed the first paragraph of his
Gospel—that *“according to John”—whioh he had
piously written himself, and presented to the church
at Ephesus as the work of John the apostle. This
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paragraph commences:—

“In the beginning was the Logos, and the Logos was
with God, and the Logos was God. The same was in
the beginning with God. All things were made by him;
and without him was not anything made....... And the
Logos became flesh, and dwelt among ns, and we beheld
his glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father,”
etc. (John i. 1—3, 14).

The word logos in the Greek signifies literally a word,
and is so translated in the foregoing passage; but it
also denotes a saying, discourse, speech, reason, etc.
The idea of Jesus being the logos or word of God was
the result of reasoning on his alleged divinity, and
was probably suggested by the account of the Creation
in Genesis and by the statement in Proverbs viii.
22—81. In the latter paragraph “ Wisdom ” is repre-
sented as speaking as a person, and saying:—

“Yahweh possessed me in the beginning of his way,
before his works of old. | was set up from everlasting,
from the beginning, before ever the earth was....... When
he established the heavens, |1 was there....... when he
made firm the skies above....... when he marked out
the foundations of the earth; then | was by him as
a master workman," etc.

Next, it was called to mind that the Hebrew deity,
in creating the world, merely spoke the word, and the
thing immediately sprang into existence—* And God
said, Let there be light: and there was light.” Then
it was argued that it was the words spoken that
created the world ; for if they had not been uttered,
nothing would have been created. Again, when God,
in Genesis said “Let us make man in our image, after
our likeness,” it was said that the Almighty was
speaking to his son Jesus, who was the Logos or
Word, and that it was the latter who did all the
work of creation. Thus we arrive at the first para-
graph in the “ Gospel of John.” Had the writer,
however, turned to Job xxxviii. he would have seen
that it was not Jesus Christ to whom the Creator
was believed to be speaking. In the latter chapter
thehAImighty says to that much persecuted patri-
arch —

“Where wast thou when | laid the foundations of
the earth?....... Whereupon were the foundations thereof
fastened ? Or who laid the corner-stone thereof, when
the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God
shouted for joy ?” (4—7).

In the Septuagint, which was used by the early
Christians, the last sentence reads: “when the stars
were made, and all my angels praised me with a loud
voice.” Thus, it was to his angels the Creator was
supposed to be talking when he said, “ Let us make
man in our image "—the god and his angels being
naturally conceived as man-shaped. Justin Martyr
(a.d. 150) makes the following statements:—

“Now the Logos of God is his Son, as | have before
said ” (1 Apol. 63)—* God begat before all his creatures
a Beginning, a certain Rational Power out of himself,
who is called by the Holy Spirit, now the Glory of
the Lord, then the Son, again Wisdom, again an Angel,
then God, and then Lord and Logos ” (Dialogue 61).

It is scarcely necessary to say that Justin did not
take his “ Logos” from the Fourth Gospel: both
he and the Presbyter John drew their absurd ideas
from Philo, the Jewish Platonist (AD. 30—50), or
from the exponents of his school. The last-named
philosopher in one of his works says:—

“For the Logos is the image of God by which the
whole world was created.”

In another place this so-called Jewish philosopher
saysi—

“ Strive earnestly to be fashioned according to God’s
first begotten Logos, the eldest Angel, who is the Arch-
angel bearing many names; for he is called the Begin-
ning, and Name of God, and Logos, and the Man accord-
ing to his image, and the Seer of Israol.”

Both Justin and the pseudo-John had some acquaint-
ance with Philo’s ridioulous system of distortion,
miscalled philosophy, whioh aocounts for the perfeot
nonsense written by the first and for the * only be-
gotten Son” and the “Logos” of the Fourth Gospel
—the latter being esteemed by unthinking Christians
“the inspired word of God."
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The Christian Deity.
The first followers of Jesus and the first
of the gospel to the Gentiles were Jews'
shiped the god of the Old Testament. Th0 *
Christians converted by Paul and his oollenS™, ¢
all the early Gentile Churohes became wore
the same Hebrew deity, and took over tfl iy

scriptures, while holding, in accordance|
Pauline teaching, that oiroumoision and the bei
ritual were not binding upon them—both “a ji;

finally abolished by the destruction of the te

the dispersion of the Jews. Succeeding ge" Ajo
of Christians, that is to say, the entire A
Chnroh, received the same Hebrew serlP 3jp3!
worshiped the same Jewish deity— %
being regarded as the inspired word of

the deity as the creator of the Universe

“Father” of Jesus Christ. One of their mal Ie;
for accepting the Hebrew scriptures waa,da,,tiit
that those writings were full cf *“ propbef3-eyra-
ring to their Lord and Savior, Jesus, a“”.:62mwt!-
them almost solely for the purpose of *oGi'
§neh Faggag@g Later generations of ChrAntl %
to believe that the god of the Old Testa

the only real deity, and rejected all otbe s
mythical. Hence, from the third centnry ~
the present time, the Hebrew scripture0 »
regarded by all Christians as the inspire -Ogs
Goa, the only difference between those wr j8e»
the Gospels being that the Old Testamen ety
a more ancient and much longer VerW” oriei *
tribal god, Yahweh, being the deity a

both. E i
This simple historical fact | had tboogTIE.d]
known to everyone: but two years 1 v °\

| read an article in a weekly newapap j driU
shall be nameless) in whioh the writer

it. This Writer after denouncing the g6“ ,,
Testament as “an unspeakable monst >
forth, then went on to say:—

“Imagine the effect of such words in a 6r0 s
decent but not well informed Methodist
say. He does not even guess what | me&p'

I am talking about God—his God..... He do®

that Jahweh is not his God.” i'l$
The “decent but not well informed Method" fi$
certainly think that the writer teas refer't'®”
God, and his opinion would ba endorsed by 0%
Christian Church. The writer of the arl

jo

tioned said by way of explanation :—m OM*";
“ There are two Gods in the Bible. md>tf
or Jehovah, and the other is ‘ Our Father .
heaven.” Jehovah was the savage co0*:,
tribe: the other was a poetical but il'*>n |, » tffy

Here our “decent but not well inf0~ , 608 f
in errer—hopelessly so. There is bu , byVE
Bible, though he is named and addrL gMiuQll F
titles. These in the Hebrew OId . jjy “*eJ\
Yahweh (the proper name); ElI (*?f $[o0w
Shaddai (God Almighty); Elah (g°dh . A
Elohim (gods, but applied to

sir, master) ; Adonai (my lord). ~TjC ut(DJlt

Testament the titles are: Th ,j

Pater (‘T’at‘nerg There |s—ﬁ9g9§- 14 ul®

quently there is no Jahweh.

diculous mistranslation. , nodi° v
That the name “Yahweh” isnot1 » eV, f/

Testament is easily explained. Som jeg9

the Christian era the Jews came aoaB\J'.

name as too saored to be pronounce juv

reading their soriptures in the jd <<Adodjjgiil

uttering the saored name, they

the same reasan, in the Greek tranOBaa fi

Septuagint, the name Yahweh res x

—the Greek equivalent of the 3e ™y, Sglerj

Greek version of the Old Testamen”

the New Testament writers, 8§ ”—.h0 g'd. V'

Christian Churoh. Henee, wherever "x be
is referred to in the New Testae®B 1”3
either “the Lord,” or “God," or  fl__ >,
stated. The following are examp'68' * y
Matt. xxii. 37.—* Thou shalt 1°v6 g, fll)
with all thy heart, and with afi
thy mind.”

S8 S
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"1"1, *%—"Tho God of Abraham, and of Isaac,
Vit “€00.......hath eorifiBa A sBR Jesusik Bk
Fan. 'v;, —* Be yo therefore perfect, even as your
In~  rwhich is in heaven is perfect.”

Lod” J ? foregoing examples both *the
ldthe ,, “®0"” aro Yahweh (sea Dant. vi. 5).
b ke tt,0C'ni* example the “ God ” who is stated
Bad jji0 a™er of Jesus Christ is Yahweh (sea
*hich j,.J I' ff10 third passage tha * Father
By i? heaven ” is Yahweh (see Gen. xvii. 1;
@« ( 7 ~hO title of “ Father” was, in fact,

t?the foij~L:"9 OIld Testament, as may be seen
wowing extracts

ﬁel&nﬂorn}m 10- n - :Blessed be thou, 0 Lord,

0 Lord '1ASrael’ our Father, for ever and ever. Thine,

...ii-" 8, e greatness, and the poioer, and the glory
1 Kinle 1sdJle kingdom, O Lord.”

7ear thou VU” N ® Lord, the God of Israel

. In [leaven thy dwelling place ; and when thou
lie forgive.

>d {fQ¥0%a"oa is from a prayer by David; the

havB if prayer by Salomon. The words itali-
, Hrin m i60a ntilised by the primitive Gospel
images thn up “be “Lord’s Prayer.” In both
m ch mWor<f translated “ Lord ” is the Hebrew

there oreoveL the journalist who has stated
.im\r to vnr0 " “Wb Gods in the Bible ” does not
t?Aad if Abat the New Testament hangs on
;A °ard fk Oa latter, with its deity, were thrown
\Pot thfi, On the four Gospels, deprived of the
go2f°Uow. m8CIA\0 from the Old Testament, would
;C & for ij~e Christian clergy know this perfectly
1°lder R,k at rOason unite to defend attacks upon

Ifu” the nt 6\ 80riPtnres.
C a@Q all °Clties ascribed to Yahweh in the Old
Maoiely’to .fat‘onal critics know that these are
Hes Btaran,, Hebrew writers themselves, who
> 3etnnl  jribated to their god the barbarous
euj™ed hi**6a * their own times. They have
W & Warff3 88 2ommai:>ding all the brutalities
\fi,3lo a~e . fO'whioh victorious nations in a semi-
Wi?of the 'T.Icie<3 on oongaOred peoples. The
Hi “Wh fuffl,0 to which | have referred must
Ojy itaa”tbe Old Testament god Yahweh was
‘Jdel@a? miary beifig- Why, then, such vielent
Hi>cit:e3 . 8 °°ly conclusion to be drawn from
tiraea tI r “ow’sb scriptures is that in
asanvlgl WS as a PecPlO>were quite as

00ty 8ta. u0i, tb0 surrounding nations.” Their
taada for nothing.
Abracadabra.

&oid Byops.

J R IrotQ v,<a VCTy courteous letter from the Bishop
AN 1 thart]1IC) W tho following :—
nl your it was_y°ur hind thou?ht) for
~'shon PAPhlot on Bible and Beer ? am a
™hy0 ?f locai vot ,an English citizen, and | am an ardent
n5ftth» e [ ,, k , tlle will of the people. But | agree
h 8ive *eetotnr™ Mz': ~Lat a Bible litcralist finds little
N the™'lty. 'rT 'n Scripture. But | believe in pro-
K nds for epnfmVe 0= rind tg argue with Yo X'Ji
'»e) «¢0. Send"i,t troversy ; but as you have done me the
y’u i SOo-ug me your tract T_thpught—-you-rrﬁght pos-
tract of  Christian man who agrees
taitk?Ooratic 8" ' ?n one point, but is yet a teetotaler
‘'vIPtteh. %, EmJ?rok’bitionist—Believe me, dear Sir,
tfif «the ton  “ LtNconN.”
so!?'®the ,,a °f the Bishop's letter, but he is mis-
) reader ~Pc”tcamo fromus. Itwas probably
°  suht °i. Freethinker who desired the
A J ot treated from a Fresthought point

W fcjthe
”n, ""*o Sannt-0 can™M(f admission that a Bible
K Kk atls her 10a “or toototalism in tho Scripture,
il bel; Says, an™ Otle w~° takes the Bible to mean
*t! & in tkn /jnyono who does that is compelled
k* thi.Ath ikO2 adrv-lill>le aa a teacher of teetotalism.
Bishon! r8?° ov®rything is admitted. We
iS ~ e h(’y anothe®°f L‘Ucolu’in progressive morality ;
‘wiehli °f tag " ,Way of saying that we cannot
fin T i~ the teachings of two or three
aa bo ! “ truth is, of course, that modern
etion whatever in the Bible, and
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there is—as Mr. Foote’s pamphlet shows—much in it in
praise of strong drink. The Bishop would probably agree
with us that the question of teetotalism is essentially a
modern one. Our quarrel is, however, with those who seek
to found everything that commends itself to the modern
mind upon a volume which, in spite of all that may be said
on its behalf, carries on its face indisputable evidence of the
primitive state of society in which it originated.

The clergy are always bewailing that they have no hold
on the working classes. A recent meeting of the National
Council of Public Morals, which includes representatives of
the Government and fancy religions, was held at the residence
of the Duchess of Marlborough. Among the subjects dis-
cussed was the morality of soldiers, but the one person who
was absent was Thomas Atkins.

The Censorship has provoked caustic comment from
journalists. One of the smartest is that in The Journal
of the Institute of Journalists, which says “ under a certain
bulletin of the Press Bureau, a journalist would be liable to
prosecution for republishing the Sermon on the Mount, since
it certainly contained arguments in favor of the making of
peace I’ A decided hit!

Amongst other funds that have been started is “ A National
Revival of Family Prayers” Fund, with offices at Russell-
square, W.C. One would have thought that the proper
way to work this Society would have been to simply pray
for what is wanted. But to ask for subscriptions in order to
get people to pray is likely enough to make some curse.

Field-Marshall Lord Grenfell says he is convinced that our
soldiers are religious at heart. They utter ejaculatory prayers
on the battlefield. We are quite willing to credit the latter
part of this statement. “ Oh, Christ 1" is, we believe, quite
common when ashell bursts near a body of men. Sometimes
itis “Jesus Christ,” and at other times “ Good God,” or “ My
God,” but these ejaculatory prayers are common, and, as
Lord Grenfell says, shows how deeply religious our soldiers
are. And not only our soldiers, but the home population also.
For you need only tread on a man’s toe to bring one of these
ejaculatory prayers to the surface. Even the common “ Gawd
blimey ” is a rough and ready illustration of the English-
man’s indestructible belief in the overruling providence of a
Heavenly Father.

The Archbishop of Canterbury does not feel sure that
there is more ungodliness and infidelity now than at any
other time. He thinks we see less religion around us
because “ there is an increased shyness cf utterance about
our faith to-day compared with other days.” We congratu-
late His Grace on finding a new argument wherewith to
“buck up” the faithful. We confess that we had quite
failed to observe the “shyness ” of the average Christian.

If the Bishop of London keeps on as he is doing we feel
inclined to devote a column to him with some such heading
as “The Bishop Day by Day.” His latest is to tell a
congregation he thought “they should thank God that they
were allowed to have a bit of danger ” in the shape of
Zeppelin bombs.  We imagine if a Zeppelin were about the
Bishop would “ duck ” pretty lively.

The Leeds City Council has decided to allow boating on
Sundays in Roundhay Park, and also to permit donkey-
riding. The proposal was strongly—although unsuccess-
fully—opposed by some of the councillors, who thought the
pastimes would keep the youth of the city from Sunday-
schools. Perhaps their constituents will, in due course,
remind them that their duty is to look after the welfare of
tho city, not to act as a recruiting agent for the chapels.

The Ghurcli Times for June 4 rides an absurdly high horse.
The last of its Summary Notes is an arrogant protest against
a joint service recently held in the parish church of Ton-
bridge, in commemoration of the anniversary of the late
Queon Victoria’s birthday. In this service, the principal
parts were taken by a Baptist minister and a Congregational
minister, the honor of preaching the sermon falling to the
lot of the former. According to our very ably conducted
contemporary, the objoct of such services is “so to accustom
people to these occasional fraternisings that, in course of
time, they may come to believe that there is no essential
difference between a priest and a Dissenting preacher, be-
tween the Church and the separated Beets."" We beg to
inform the Church Times that its protest is at once insolent
and ludicrous, and that the overbearing, haughty attitude
underlying it is largely responsible for the popular indiffer-
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ence to the Christian religion. Is not the editor aware that
the Anglican Church is itself one of the “ separated sects” ?
Will he tell us what is the “essential difference ” between
an Anglican clergyman and a Nonconformist minister ? Are
they not both looked upon as interlopers, and their orders
declared invalid, by the Church of Rome? These ecclesi-
astical rivalries are all very laughable, and prove conclusively
that all religious bodies, Rome included, sail under utterly
false colors, claiming to be Divine institutions, temples of the
Holy Ghost, while, in reality, they are but ingeniously con-
stituted, and more or less cleverly managed, and exceedingly
fallible human organisations, without a single trace of divinity
about them at all.

Although people are getting more religious, as the clergy
constantly assure us, there are little rifts within the lute.
The Church Congress is not likely to bo held as at first
arranged. For this relief much thanks!

“ Conscription will lead the way to the higher life,” says
the Dean of Exeter. If the conscript were Killed it might
land him in heaven—or the other place. Eh, Mr. Dean ?

According to Dean Henson, in a recent sermon at the
Temple Church, Christianity is self-condemned as a colossal
failure. It comes “ so badly out of the European crisis that
its services to the highest interests of mankind may well be
challenged.” We are in complete agreement with Dr.
Henson, and have been making precisely the same state-
ment for many years. Our contention is that Christianity
has failed simply because it is not true. Will the Dean of
Durham be consistent enough to subscribe this also ? On
what other ground can he reasonably account for the failure ?
Surely, had Christianity been true, it would have been a
glorious success, and there would have been no European
crisis.

It is but fair to Dr. Henson, however, to say that he was
speaking of *“ ecclesiastical ” Christianity; but does he
really think that there is any other ? If so, will he be good
enough to tell us where it is to be found ? We venture to
affirm that there has never been any other Christianity than
that which the Church advocates; hut the versions of it are
as numerous as the sects, each one of which claims to be a
Divine institution. The situation would be extremely
amusing were it not so tragic. Some see only the comedy,
and laugh; some the tragedy, and weep; whilst a few
realise that comedy and tragedy intermingle in it in about
equal quantities, and make it thair aim to discredit and
annihilate 30 mischievous a religion.

“ God must be patient,” says Father Bernard Vaughan, or
“ he would sweep us all off the earth and set this planet on
fire.” We quite fail to see what on earth, or in heaven, he
need be patient about. The world is his job, not man’s.
He made it, and said it was very good; and if he now finds
that it is not as good as he would have liked it to be, it is as
good as he left it—on the whole, perhaps better. Really, it
is man who is patient—to an almost asinine degree. God
has only to put up with the fruits of his own creation, but
man has to be content with it, also with a God who is
believed to possess the power to put things straight—and
does nothing.

The Evening News writes of “ God’s patience, whilst
Father Bernard Vaughan marvels that he doesn't set the
world on fire.” The yellow pressman ought to be satisfied,
Europe is pretty well alight.

Speaking in the House of Commons on the pooling of
salaries by the Cabinet, Mr. Pringle, M.P., said the Govern-
ment “had adopted one of the precepts of the early Chris-
tians.” He hoped that they might emulate their example in
another direction, and that it might be said of them, "By
this ye may know that they love one another.” Of course,
there is always the risk that politicians might emulate
another early Christian, and sell one another for pieces of
silver.

The new play, “ Marie Odile,” has aroused some outcry in
certain religions circles, principally on account of the chief
character, a nun named after the patron-saint of Alsace,
having a baby at a convent. Apparently, without the baby
all would be well. “Thou shalt not bo found out” is still
the greatest commandment—for Christians.

June 13 was Hospital Sunday in London, and the Times
reminded its readers that “contributions given in Church are
a mode of expressing thanks to God for blessings vouchsafed
to us.” Apparently the Times thinks it is not enough to give
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to a hospital collection for the sake of relieving hurmi3
ing, but it considers that in the Church the dominant mj;.
should be to make the contribution “a mode of eXt. ;
thanks to God for blessings vouchsafed to us.” OnthisP »
Colonel Ingersoll’s views are an enlightening conitneE \
“Nothing can be more absurd than the idea that vi®
something to please, or displease, an infinite ®ein? qa;™
thoughts and actions can lessen, or increase, the -i-@'
of God, then, to that extent, God is the slavg, ana ;
man...... Ministers say they teach charity. i‘t
They live on alms. All beggars teach that others -

The Rev. T. Rhondda Williams is convinced tka »
is a terrible crime against God and humanity; 30 jrss;
tains that when the horrors of it are fully faced, tb ~ £51?
of religion “ can still turn to the sorrowing hearj3

with a message of special consolation.” No ina-te tr
circumstances may be, the men of God always
claim.  Mr. Williams, however, being a_New 9N
>uches that message with the hue of originality*
“ Even the very worst that happens does nott

the spirit, does not defeat the soul of man, or

purposes of God.” u9sot
The reverend gentleman has no right to make tu
ment, because spirit and soul are purely Jof &
concerning which no knowledge is possible- %d'J

know, when a man dies, the whole of him u
Williams has absolutely no evidence to the c
even “ a hint, a whisper, breathing low.”

Mr. Williams cannot endure the "thought of t®k09>*

the slain falling victims to the destroyer; bus> 1o,
that they do, how on earth can he help it ? jfoevel
from the religious point of view, “ this world is

of an enigma, at best,” nay, more, “» not eC N

snrdity”; but how the belief that death doe

can minister comfort to anybody is beyond g®nd.
hension. On the assumption that there '8 8 %,
there is nothin@ to show..that it is an impE{Qmxa-
the first; and most certainly it weuld nete
rationality of the order of this world. &'w . ;fa’
a sentimentalist, pure and simple, a dreamer QO

dreams. N

Tue Moderator of the Welsh Calvanisiic Body®  $
wonderful discovery, namely, that the British pe°P . siif<
Germans and love sin. He characterised it as
suggestive. Is hating the Germans a sin ? The dlu
personage is profoundly ashamed of BarlAiEaR
sentiment shared by many non-religions peoplO.

jtf
Religion deoes not appear t0 hawe & Ooot.lif "0u g

where. The Governor of Caylon reports™tba” j

birthday (May 28), Moslem shops in Eauuj fo® .jf

Buddhists, and there were numerous dea' '

had to be used to quiet the rival religion'3 *6m'

being killed. “ By their fruits ya shall Uno

The resignation of Mr. William Jenning8 iIiS:,[\. g’
voked some caustic criticism of a very PIOU pOgse33 5"
Pittsburgh Gazette says, “he was a’wa’\|jite
yellow streak; he has now developed
hour of his chief’s gravest trial.”

We wonder what the Australians will |, &

F. C. Spurr, who latoly returned from t h e noobt-
unsuccessful attempt to stamp out Freet
tleman told the Yorkshire Congregational * ~in
that “ tho Australian blood tended to rmn
virile British characteristics,and ther oygn ..
country perpetually a stream of good, P igwsk;rSL
blood, and from onr Churches too, to r gootbei 9l
that went thin, and to ensure under

succession of great and godly men. -a AaS{lfi<
means is: (1) Mr. Spurr was a faimr ggaiHl m,y
Australia, like every other country, 19uatch 2\
Christianity; and (3) That whenever ¢ rjjgcia
here and get into a new environment, tb g
kept them attached to tho Churches ar a0g“!

joxa

seldom create new ones. So much f°r (¢

religion.”

In 4 156364 ZRRGYAIKS Play, <ape Next f
Is thisto Z ? Wesleyan Church

Movement ? yarded as part of the iVeeM

lorSet i‘» reader, | '
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hut he retained every honest man’s respect. His
NOTICE. latter years were mostly spent in promoting Free-
thought as he understood it, that is to say according
“fw The business of the to the Freethinker, which he considered in every way

larei MMIlKER” and of The Pioneee Press,
g p 8 “Neweastle-st., has been transferred to
bingdon Street, London, E.C.

To Correspondents.

Saiou8lyMUSAIIOMF und, 1915.—Received from March 15 :

PinW ®wledged, £51 9s. 7d. Received sinoe :—
k' ayEl'w  mee - R.A A,
10s, ;
M “ocod av r~r "> >"e Buwco, »a., U. Pendle-
A | , Ptlonl’ £2t S. Y. Brock, £3 ; F. Akroyd,
o/'Bowe 156\% 5s _ Little, 3s.; S. E. Noakes, 5s.
oollj - 8. “Per Miss Vance—W. D. Cookes, £5.
H@ﬂm&*o ~fr. Foote and enclosing a subscription
T 2obe dent’s Honorarium Fund, says, “ If | were
i™wter,” one paper a week, my choice would be the

Hsld contrik .oy have | you to thank, but the whole of
. aioWllid .""ebo  oolomns. The marvel to me is that
i. 2R Hhidegly work for so small a pittance ; but it shows
J"Qrke ar®fired for “ the greatest of all causes.”

n o :

o B VReceived Many thanks. _
Kk Care anj .“ere 18 no cauae f°r alarm, 0n|¥ occasion for
&irc&ian OF” fi*2tethought.  We are pleased to have your
"Wwhid, 13 PaP6r—after thirty years’ experience—
asvo 6 the r'8ht healthy tone to the situation.”

¢ Hd< UwR Bee>aamaking satisfactory progress.
'mlal fgret nr/? °ne A es one’s best, there is no need what-
Xj @fignt sort~S*:ability to do more. And many helpers—

mils« mabe any burden bearable.
" «~received.  Will appear shortly.

fj,swefe bo° late for lieentian i tie week’s isgus,
aatmribe;]l ~  on'y too pleased to see the Honorarium
But ti cl“%ed- as you suggest, within a_brief
ebest of w? reaRy 'n the hands of the subscribers,
their sirs’ -*'?ns’ some people are dilatory in for-
est]\J];Eenl 0®«*««». and this causes the Fund to
B Jaic  °er thaR Woold otherwise be necessary. Per-
A; Ohemol_"on  Axing a time limit may encourage

H epu Prompt.

Limitud, Ofiioe is at 62 Farringdon-street,

» S B'S*o . .
A 1[“ B.C. Q4aSonwrx’s offioe is at 62 Farringdon-street,

'AVA* Buria™R6 N.a”ona' Seoular Sooiety in connection
*laB - t617°089 erg Feguired, all commumnications
‘ib'd"g/\mag?&ileG secretary, Miss E. M. Vance, giving

n the Freethinker should be addressed to

>>-crSm/a' L°n<Jon E.C.

risa Fuesdn rea’ll fit Farri on-street, London, E.C.,
V n Uetature O,r\t ey WLlJn b0 inserted.

\ 'Bijuts’ad Fa®.. o0e0ent to the Shop Manager of tne

Jrtiu *arringdon-street, London, E.C., and not to
ve/ &y part  !?rward°d direct from the publishing
Ha . —@na 1B0 wenlda, posttfreee, ahttie fétibovingg
8. year, 1Qa. 6d. ; half year, 5s. 3d. ; three
Personal.

D&t v pained, at the news of the
Z?0 o0o0th Slend> Mr- J- W. De Caux, of
h'en ' «Uin, was or a greac age, ana naa

Cidtvererl Or Wret0 him a friendly, even a

1-Ji/ 5181,whntde ime ag0>believing ift wonld
_,ePlvh;~7 A eared, was his last bad.  As

b|S hedth” bat someone wrote for him,
) » ~(or "7rt.4ears wore jastifled. He died on
'wN lefd 1have ?rd/ y “ orning, as a local paper
1"0hd3r loati ‘'one of the most brave and

A dand !7er ~ad>while the world has lost
tnA  deat Humanitarian. For he
M 3 he “hile ~,8ira”e.on the Great Yarmouth
AkAtea Hs ain,.0* nnjust to his fellow-magis-
@ity ™ Thrf*9 a “v’end to the poor and
@At . « ndt y Went to him for protection;
S H idVInii®4 that. they went to him for
i C S - f 10n* He was once a member
VAt L, distri0t .a°d the leader of Radical poli-
ihtf/(Fiaider a .he left polities on account
°*he ed its hopeless corruption, he

v aiblon of a relatively poor man,

the finest paper in England, or rather the English-
speaking world. It is well, not only to mention this,
but to give it emphasis, as it is not the part of his
career which is likely to be paraded in the newspaper
obituaries. | am glad to see it remarked in the
Eastern Evening News that “he would never take
an oath, but always affirmed.” These are the facts
that mark men out from the ruck of their fellows.
He did not belong to the common herd. There i3
something in “blood ” after all. He came of an
Huguenot family—men who defied tyranny in Franca
and found safety in more liberal-minded England. He
had the blood of these men in him, he never diagraoed
or betrayed it; he did it honor all his life.

My friend De Caux is dead, but | see that another,
though less intimate friend, Mr. Herbert Barrows
has just celebrated his seventieth year, with a pros-
psot of being called upon to celebrate many more.
Interviewed by a representative of Reynolds, he
stated some interesting facts in his career, but they
are mostly well known. | wish to say a few words
about what is likely to escape the attention of the
common-garden journalists. Mr. Barrows has been
known to me ever since my prosecutions for “ blas-
phemy” in 1882-8-4, and | have always found him an
unhesitating friend of Freedom of Thought. The test
oomes, finally, in relation to religions matters. It is
there that yon find whether a man really love3
liberty; he risks something in defending her. He
draws his sword with a certain passion and deter-
mination when he sees her insulted—much more
when attacked. Something of this must have been in
George Meredith’s mind when he spoke of the cause
that was championed in this journal as “ the best of
causes.” Mr. Burrows stood to lose a public appoint-
ment, but he always delivered his full and honest
opinion on the Blasphemy Laws, and became a
member of nearly, if not quite, every committee
established for their abolition. He was a member
of the committee formed by Mr. Sharman when |
was in prison, and he took the chair for me at the
last lecture | delivered at the Queen’s (Minor) Hall
against the Blasphemy proseoutions which were dis-
gracing a Liberal Government before it found out a
still more popular and profitable polioy. The chair-
man’s speech on that oocasion was worthy of the
applause it received. Mr. Burrows is still, I believe,
a member of one of the most important committees
in England—I mean the Executive Committee of the
Secular Education League. | have belonged to it
myself ever since its formation, and | know what |
am talking about when | say that there is no more
faithful Secular Educationalist than he is amongst
the members. | could write more in this vein, but |
have said enough to show what might be added to
the Reynolds' panegyrio of one whom | venture to
oall an old friend. *o*

Another old friend of mine, unhappily just deoeased,
was the late Mr. Hans Lion Braekstad, to whom the
age of seventy was fatal. He had done a great deal
to familiarise Englishmen with Scandinavian litera-
ture, and about a year before his death he retired
from the post of Norwegian Consul in London. |
see nothing in the newspapers about his Freethought,
of course! of course! of coarse! and more of
oourses if you like. | became intimate with Braekstad
about the time of my proseoution. He helped me in
every way he oould. | had officiated at his wife’s
funeral, and | was glad to know that it was her wish
that | should do so. This seemed to bring me nearer
to Braekstad than other oiroumstances could do.
Years afterwards, when we were less intimate, and
Braekstad associated more with the “ respeotable ”
Freethinkers, he still took the secretaryship of
Holyoake’s “ Liberty of Bequest” Bill Committee,
but nothing ever came of that Bill, as | told Holyoake,



894

and | turned my own attention to another way of
breaking down the financial penalisation of Free-
thinkers under the Blasphemy Laws. Braekstad
was a clever man, and a lover of Freethought, but
there was nothing of the heroic in him, for the
causes he helped, with the one exception of Free-
thought, were never in danger. Still, I rather liked
him as a friend ; but it was as a Freethinker, not as
a politician, that he first won my respect.

Some people wonder that my nervous breakdown
has entailed such a long illness. It is the way of
these things, that is how you recognise them. | met
a friend the other day whom | had lost sight of. He
expressed surprise at finding | had made so much
progress in recovery. A somewhat similar break-
down had cost him a full seven months’ illness. |
noticed, too, a report that a consultation of medical
specialists had been hgld upon Mr. Keir Hardie, who
must imperatively retire for at least six months from
all work, if he is to take his place again in public
life. How about a poor Freethought President and
Editor after that ? 1 think | have as much right to
consideration as Mr. Keir Hardie. | wish him well,
but I wish myself well, too, and the best way,
perhaps, of making this evident is to call the atten-
tion of many of my readers, who have overlooked it,
to the President’s Honorarium Fund. It is more
than ever required; | hope it is not less than ever

deserved. G. W. Foote.

Science and the Bible.—IlI.

(Continued from p. 380.)

“In this nineteenth century, as at the dawn of modern
physical science, the cosmogony of the semi-barbarous
Hebrew is the incubus of the philosopher and the opprobrium
of the orthodox. Who shall number the patient and earnest
seekers after truth, from the days of Galileo until now,
whose lives have been embittered and their good name
blasted by the mistaken zeal of Bibliolators ? Who shall
count the licit of weaker men whose sense of truth has been
destroyed in the effort to harmonise impossibilitiess—whose
life has been wasted in the attempt to force the generous new
wine of Science into the old bottles of Judaism, compelled
b% the outcry of the same strong party ? It is true that if

ilosophers have suffered, their cause has been amply
avenged Extinguished theologians lie about the cradle of
every science as the strangled snakes besides that of
Hercules, and history records that whenever Science and
Orthodoxy have been fairly opposed, the latter has been
forced to retire from the lists, bleeding and crushed, if not
annihilated ; scotched, if not slain. But orthodoxy is the
Bourbon of the world of thought. It learns not, neither can
it forget; and though at present bewildered and afraid to
move, it is willing as ever to insist that the first chapter of
Genesis contains the beginning and the end of sound science,
and to visit with such petty thunderbolts as its half-paralysed
hands can hurl, those who refuse to degrade Nature to the
level of pr|m|t|ve Judalsm —hita" T. H. Huxley, Lay
Sermon» (1874), p. 2

The writers of the Creation story in the Book of
Genesis wrote of things as they appeared. The sun
appeared to move, and the earth appeared to be firm,
flat, and stationary ; therefore it was so. They did
not know that the sun first draws the water up in
the form of vapor before it can come down in the
form of rain. Therefore they thought there must
bo a great store of water up above the sky, from
which the rain came ; consequently, the sky must be
solid, or it would not hold the water up. It followed,
therefore, that there must be windows in this solid
—or “ firmament,” as they called it—which could be
opened to let out the water as it was required ; for
at the Flood, we read, “ the windows of heaven were
opened. And the rain was upon the earth forty days
and forty nights” (Gen. vii. 11-12).

While the “firmament” formed a blue vault, or
ceiling, over us, the other side formed the floor of
heaven, where God and the angels lived ; the water
evidently being kept in reservoirs. Jacob, in his
dream at Padanaram, saw “a ladder set up on the
earth, and the top of it reaohod to heaven :

behold the angels of God ascending and descending ]

on it” (Gen. xxviii. 12)—evidently through one of
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the windows. And after the Deluge,
attempted to build the Tower of Babsl,
heaven, so that when the next flood came
walk up into heaven out of the way. A
however—who does not seem to have bOnsl;
that the thing would collapse by its ona
when it had reached a certain height—
scheme in the bud by confusing their la2gi%L
which the Jews thought, in their vanity»

was only one at that ime—namely,

W'éy’?he); accounte JLf\er ke orlgl)h o the u v
languages. But we know now that Hebrew»
with some of the ancient languages» 18
tively modern. The Babylonian script» sf
read on the baked clay tablets in onr m~ ~
day, was wiitten thousands of years be:cr antf
existed, and even before th9 Jews existed
The Accadian language was more anc>
the Babylonian priests and scribes tra
dian as our scholars translate Greek an

jhioig
Nar
famrnn” remote age AooadiaD

Darinm fb 7 ntldersfcood by the learned. id

were 2 i?® *0ng night of the Dark Aged!.;:
ovirthin) h%A ea of Faith, which lasted fij*

e esfn aSn'ficenfc. Roma
t‘E'e -Qﬂsgmeﬂteip Chrfrstfa-mty as {he the! m
the State until the revival of science jas

teenth and fifteenth centuries, the i
e Wern Mad {4 BBRfain the mql\g/a{.

ao thﬁ] madieie of whiob they ,JO'
when science began to revive—throng! “c'.
,¥v

IfacHon" OYthY  frem, A@PaRs S f
“ fro th° Bible, that formed »«

When Progress.
the proof6®1'0 by wea™ of his telescope $
ereT “ OtIOI’h f the e
rnn.de *°Pern|0u8 e was promptly ItOKt\c#

OmBedtofi rfefnt a dootriae so d & jfo
of CoDernin 6 8fcatenJents ia the Bible. + &

Bodi 08 fcbo, Favolnti f the S-
rs%allgg ng condemned aarll\(lio &n‘t%d Oen"tlfel@_
il <t
[ecdif*

prohibited books, where it remained i°r
years. Copernicus was beyond the
Church, he having died immediately a
the first copy of his work from the Prl01 g of
Newton put the copestone on the ft9
niicus and Galilee by Ris demaistra®- Ao jgor.
earth was controlled, in its orbit ran
the purely natural foroe of gravitation »f a
away, onoe for all, with any nece=uxNjQo A
natural explanation. Fortunately,

power cf the Roman Church in ~ ™ as
shattered by the Reformation ; a
remarks,— the sf Y

1 Though its effect had not ho eakece®
complete liberty of thought, it ha* reforfaeilglt
the old ecclesiastical bonds. In cood&‘atﬁ%.:

there was no power to exp
Newton’s works, and amdhy Eﬁ@ ciereJ 0> 1¥

disposition to give themselves any @pri‘< T
matter. At first the attention 02 g gfeat & o,
engrossed by the movements oijigcitiiB ¢iot
{Sabaokio) and wihen thes source © detty
and the inevitable partitions of th® r;val a® jjeKt
that attention was fastened upon t<skaivici9'r0 ojL
istic Churches. The Lutheran, the' bj,g 0" str»y
copalian, the Presbyterian, had so ;
hand' than Newton’s matbem»"" ioF
So, uncondemned, and indeed un® Cffpory 8°Ti
of flghtmg sects, Newton’s grand * - Xo~Lfr
lished itself. Its philosophical s:gm ~at »
Imomentous than the dogmaS R
were quarreling about.”* _eDtu’\ t?@"\iip
That is how the astronomers evCi!' th0 Mgivif:
The next oonflict oo urred[ Y
geology. When the stra a of BH I*Of:
studied, two theories arose to

observed. One B koM 4¢ * > of , sl
the other as “ Uniformitarianl"' '*gg
The “ CataBtrophi8ts ” professed ,dJ o[ tj i?"

in the strata of the earth a
of WhICh Noah’s

J. W. Draper, The Conflict Detwee’l
(1876), pp. 237-238.
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°g eaoh of those revolutions, or catas-
it)CT1EH life was destroyed, and afterwards re-
Th , 'fbother speoies of plants and animals.
u | ~aiformitarians,” on the other hand, held
te dia nothing by leaps and bounds; that
in.13and animals did not suddenly die out, and new
€5 appeart They held that the pro
wdd® Natore were slow and uniform requiring
u»gesto accomplish her result . wOre at
causes which we see at 'work y Scotch
mfdinthe unfathomable past. Hu > great
goBopher, a man of genius and one of *he greau

;a8 of Evolution, upheld the »hism?”
»pwianism” as opposed to the “ Catas 1 p

» 6Sixon Professor Werner. .o«
(I'Hniformitarians™ utterly failed to AM
Aacceptanoe for their views. Even idea9

kti gnninS of the last century, evolutmna yde”
19j “ost universally discredited. A

Smarts:— . C
bel'i'10 Ceil3e8_ of the neglect and ?PP/ b7 I'giaOver.
dl evolutionary ideasS are not diffic ,.0aaon to
tWu°d Gree_k_P_hl osophers saw no m . ny
SttheposBibility of ‘creation by evolution than ny
u cE mechanical means. But, on t ronted by
ly,,mB in Europe, evolution was at once * ich
cosimogonies of Jewish and Arabian > WOro

' H . 1 (L N
R TR s D e

Hik penod8 of time necessary for &O! o;\? in2 of
kfitbadmitted by those who believed the , jn| nt.
TW*t dt° have been recent, and its end

S;Catastrophic' ideas came to be regarded as

,\taaé%gpeq ,8volutionary ones as utterly

saya the same writer,—

only did Hutton, unlike the writers of 0
statement that

;@ﬂgﬁgeﬁt&e OSrEEptaun%s, bukréurried ﬂl\/h&l
t"ate8?%%&&%%%&5%0%}?9?_fLB resyftf rHHB

%>cal inquiry is that we find no vestige of a heD
\  °PtoBpect of an end’” (p- 25h . piven
1,C ;i «jatarftotlou to the acoow a

5C5m ~ '~ X h Z ~ o oi«agio»
«3® throe great leaders—the enthusiastic
"PICLpnt Sedgwick, and the indefatig jjenslow,

v AV ere allPRSHRENAISH mistakenI}/, ggnvinced
C & Huftooian teaching was opposed to the P

p arST1a’\ni1(\:/al_l to religion and morality,
T auu UO'Kgjignoe had to

two pamphletsxgn the same

* Hedeclares:— « nrle&t8adel
higfiph the lately discov: Bxteribisa

-alp f%ﬁ)g e é%my é¥ égﬁ? aﬁé@dmgﬁ hase thus
~osgpt°Priato t0r?~Mng. ends- no one been found

f'ishJd aild indm.1 « 8 Purposes, nor has been so insi-
ai of his, *-10usly driven forward to the accom-
To_ . l1a3i as the popular 1new science ’ of
Oaoine
ti8!&my 0{ 0 aH the infernal artillery which tho
tkaiOla%ala, tn ,» and man has put into tho hands
AUsr™ath, w12 a* *b'8 everlasting monument of
Ga'iedto,,r ™ require his own unspent breath
“I"ledeoloPiaus 3% QO Suffioe it to say, that sophisti-
fcSS-to enlistMfibeen allured, by his implacable
~NUr, 70 ‘cy,"* 8 themselves in the service of his
QSth,OSa

18l°OoBist Wht3 of Satan that in_future
€2 yQr an fyigag 4ol KitPSoMHipdee

, tin, anilitv :{ akia-we again sacredly dofy all
gB: fo provu hi8ticated goologians, to tho

. “UB true, po8itions
». \ ientifinnuwerd of God does not satisfy
othesis will"; that people

bya ~*«3 (f e 9°J Evolution (1911), pp. 21-22.
' ctnjthy, “*ution, pp. 27-28.
i>enP(“re and Geology (1839), pp. 173-4

who deny the Bible are “not worthy with whom to
argue on any subject which involves its sanction.
Lat such be turned out of the field of sacred argu-
ment, as they have often nobly been turned from a
court of justice, as not worthy of being heard.”

The same reverend gentleman also observes :—

“1 cannot describe the gratitude of spirit and union
with the holy Luther which | found, when in turning
to his Exposition of the Book of Genesis, I found that
his faith and understanding respecting some particulars
of the creation-work (in addition to his fixed faith
regarding the main point at issue) exactly and sweetly
accorded with my own.”

When, after much searching, |1 at last found a
copy of “the holy Luther’s"” Commentary on the First
Five Chapters of the Book of Genesis, | was Dot much
surprised to find that it had been translated by the
Rev. Henry Cole.

The distinguished geologist, Sir Charles Lyell, says
that during the latter half of the seventeenth
oentury—

“The theologians who now entered the field in Italy,
Germany, France, and England were innumerable, and
henceforward they who refused to subscribe to the
position that all marine organic remains were proofs of
the Mosaic deluge were exposed to the imputation of
disbelieving the whole of the sacred writings.”

And ho further declares :—

“More than a hundred years having been lost in
writing down the dogma that organised fossils were
mere sports of nature, an additional period of a century
and a half was now destined to be consumed in ex-
ploding the hypothesis that organised fossils had all
been buried in the solid strata of Noah’s flood. Never
did a theoretical fallacy in any branch of science inter-
fere more seriously with accurate observation and the
systematic classification of facts....... In short, a sketch
of the progress of geology from the close of the seven-
teenth to the end of the eighteenth century 3 the
history of a constant and violent struggle of new
opinions against doctrines sanctioned by the implicit
faith of many generations and supposed to rest on
Scriptural authority.”*

(To be continued.) W. Mann.

The Genesis of Art.—lI,

(Concluded from p. 374.)

Now to the rude mind of the primitive savage, con-
tends Della Seta, there is nothing better available as
a means for materialising his desires than an image
made in the likeness of the plant, animal, or natural
phenomenon which is to be influenced in the interest
of the tribe or clan. Armed with this image of the
organic or inorganic entity he desires to mollify, or
spur on to beneficent aotion, the savage is provided
with an instrument of immense utility. The eco-
nomic problem is ever with ns, even in these civilised
times. And the ways and means of obtaining the
neoessaries of life were of the supremest moment
to the most primitive of human kind. What more
important than to cast one’s spells successfully over
the animals so essential to the oravings of the
stomaoh ? Aooording to the animistic theory man
was able, by figuring the creatures he was longing
to possess, to wield a potent power over them. Or
in default of this, he must persuade or compel the
gods who rule over the animals to drive them to him.
Living savages afford proof of this:—

*“ Some peoples therefore draw figures of fish upon the
sand of the shore, or carve figures of wild animals upon
the trunks of trees in the place where they are going to
hunt, whilo others take with them into the field images
of tho gods of hunting and fishing, to induce them at an
opportune moment to send them a good supply.”

But the eoonomio aspect of existence, although of
extreme conoern, does not constitute the snm total
either of savage or semi-oivilised life. And if we may
judge from the present state of Europe, few of us are
muoh more than semi-oivilised. After he has obtained
food through his magio arts, the savage must pay

* Sir Charles Lyell, Principles of Geology (eleventh edition),
vol. i., p. 57,



896

some attention to the diseases, both of body and
mind, which afflict him. As various anthropologists
have shown, savages mould figures to represent dis-
eased persons, and these figures are subjected to
remedial treatment, so that the patients may benefit
through means of sympathetic magic. Other un-
civilised peoples of a more combative or subtle
character will make a likeness of the demons re-
sponsible for human maladies and coerce them into
better conduct. Or they will endeavor to outwit the
baleful spirits by preparing images of the beneficent
spirits, who then drive the sinister disease-generating
goblins away.

Magical formulae designed to overpower the demons
of disease are by no means uncommon even among
the superstitious in Western Europe. Among savages
and barbarians such practices are ubiquitous. Sha-
manism, that world-wide mode of medical treatment,
is built on magic. And although the witch-doctors
are not too foolish to employ laxatives and herbal
remedies for human ailments, they more often utilise
images for curative purposes:—

“From the woman who is pregnant or in labor and
the new-born child who cries too loudly, through all the
varieties of disease, slight or serious, which affect hu-
manity, even to epilepsy and madness, plastic art may
be called on for help.”

Magic incantations are also utilised for the purpose
of disarming and defeating social enemies and foreign
foes. Like Susan Nonsuch in Hardy’s Return of the
Native, who made a waxen image of the detested
Eustachia Vye, which she stabbed spitefully with
pins, so that her hated enemy should suffer and
die, so does the noble savage most conscientiously
elaborate a rude image of his public or private foe
and inflict on the figure all the injury he would
delight in wreaking on his living enemy. The savage
will stab, burn, or carve to fragments the effigy of
his adversary, who is certain, in consequence, to
endure the pangs of suffering and death. At a far
higher stage of evolution, we pray to the war gods—
and even the Prince of Peace may become a war god
when required—to help us to vanquish the foreign
nation we are anxious to overpower. And they, true
to the old savage instinct, cry out, “ Gott strafe
England." Thus we witness savage philosophy in
full working order among the most up-to-date dis-
ciples of Kultnr.

Della Seta very cogently argues that the once
universal belief in another state of existence after
death is responsible for several forms of early art.
The future state is almost invariably pictured as
a continuation, in a somewhat different sphere, of
the life previously lod. And savages unhesitatingly
assume that the foemen who attacked them on earth
will continue to molest them in the spirit world.
Magical means must therefore be provided to enable
the departed to withstand the malevolenoe of their
enemies. Moreover, the dead “ must eat, drink, and
sleep, and the survivors must help them in this, as
in their turn they hope and expect the same help
from those who survive them.” All things essential
to the spirit land are therefore represented by images,
many of whioh are buried in the graves.

Like modern uncivilised peoples, early man appears
to have employed perishable materials when fabri-
cating his funerary furniture. We are therefore
dependent for our direct knowledge of prehistoric
art upon the discovery of those art products which
were elaborated on bone and stone, or in the form of
pottery. Various remarkable examples of ancient
carving and engraving have oome down to us from
the reindeer period. Wonderful figures of the mam-
moth, horse, bison, stag, reindeer, and fish were exe-
cuted by some gifted prehistoric race on the horns
and bones of the reindeer. Few representations of
fish have, so far, been discovered, but many paintings
of animals have come to light in the oaves inhabited
by these early savages. In one of the Spanish oaves
of this prehistoric period a stone lamp was discovered,
ornamented with a splendid representation of an ibex.

Now the caves whose walls were so lavishly painted
are profoundly dark, even in full daylight. This is a
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most astonishing discovery. As Salomon
remarks in his beautiful book, Apollo:— i
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iiie j1‘ 18 a COn9*derable amount of truth in
Iy i nS contentions may be readily granted.
i0 .T.°8ljain sense of mystery in all sentient
yettiji 7 w®sffi more cr less feel. Thousands of
?Qriev 8J? 1 a crowded thoroughfare to gaze at
Yaest in . TTORB of children show the intensest
ili’o DIir“al life by congregating in front of

, the B window. The eagerness with
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15C >t Avi80F the spiFits. *
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both by what happened in
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w@  Penod of ancient Greek art,
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Pra°tically from the battle front,
] N onpri - words—words that would bleed

tk”derafi t1Q sufferings of the soldiers in
lilat Sftck tQ tliat robs hell of its horrors, the
scenes as he had witnessed, and
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such cries as he had heard, would cause even “a wooden god
to weep.”

What a splendid chance the world’s religions have, each to
prove that its own god is not wooden! We read in the Bible
that Elijah gave a practical demonstration to the heathen to
show that while their gods were asleep, his own was wide-
awake. The priests of Baal met around an altar with Elijah
and cried their lungs out, shouting at their god to prove his
ability to save. But there was no response. Elijah prayed
for fire, and immediately the flames descended as water
a-down a hill, and licked up the offering on the altar.
Ah, that’s the kind of God to own! But why do not
the sects of to-day give their gods an opportunity for a
public demonstration of their interest in human affairs?
Instead of the god who answers by fire, let the test be
the god who can make his warm tears fall like the gentle
rain from heaven upon bleeding fields and hearts with heal-
ing effect. O, ye gods! which of you has the gift of tears ?

Of course, it is of no use to weep, if that is all a god can
do; but a god that can see all that is going on in Europe—in
Galacia, Eastern Prussia, Poland, Belgium, Serbia as well as
in wayward and unhappy Mexico and massacred Armenia,
and hear the murmur of anguish from a million tortured
souls the world over and not care, must have a stone
or wood for a heart 1

“ Our Father which art in heaven "—Indeed 1 Have we,
then, a father in heaven ? And is he blind ? Is he deaf ?
Is he asleep ? Is he away from his universe on some foreign
business ? Has he fallen into the hands of robbers, who
have tied him hand and foot, so that ho cannot act?
Clergymen | explain the silence of 1 our father in heaven !
Is it a wooden father we have up there, in the skies ?

I am going to quote again Buchanan’s wonderful lines,
which will be found in one of onr publications called Pearls,
Brave Thoughts from Brave Minds (page 56). | wish some-
body would set to music this poetic gem. 1 would like to
hear it played on every instrument,—the piano, the violin,
the harp, the flutel 1 would like to hear it sung on the
concert stage by artists, in the school by children, in the
home and the fields, by everybody ! | would give a fortune,
if 1 had on8, to hear the whole world humming Buchanan's
challenge to the gods :—

“ If 1 were a God like you, and you were a man like me,

And in the dark you raiied andwept, and I could hear and see—

The sorrow of your broken heart would darken all my day,

And never peace or pride were mine till it was smiled away,—

1’d clear my heaven above your head till all was bright and blue,

If you were a man like me, and | were a God like you.”

—The Rationalist (Chicago). M. M. Mangasarian.

Obituary.

On Saturday, June 12, a gathering of Secularists from all
parts of London, including a large number of the officials of
the National Secular Society, assembled at the Golders
Green Crematorium to say farewell to that highly esteemed
and sturdy old apostle of Secularism, James Rowney, whose
death was recorded in these columns last week. In
accordance with the last wishes of the deceased, a Secular
Burial Service was read, most impressively, by Mr. J. T.
Lloyd. Bornin Ireland and educated in Scotland, James
Rowney became in turn a Presbyterian, a Baptist Sunday-
school teacher, and finally, through diligent study of the
Bible, for the last forty years of his life a confirmed Atheist.
By his energy and ability, he at one time became the owner
of a highly successful business and a comparatively wealthy
man ; but his advocacy of Freethought, in and out of season,
subjected him to the usual persecution, and through the
dishonesty of Christian clients, ha suffered ruinous financial
losses. For many years he was probably the best-known
figure in all the London parks, where, in spite of increasing
years, he lectured as a free-lance, both winter and summer.
He was a man of wide reading and sound argument, and,
though tenacious in his opposition, was never discourteous
to his opponents. In his last hours of consciousness he re-
affirmed his belief in the principles of Secularism which he
had so nobly and ungrudgingly upheld. He gave of his best
to the cause of Freethought, which was the richer by his
advocaoy and will be the poorer by his loss.—E. M, Vance.

Another of the old guard has fallen in the person of Mr.
John Hocking, of 122 Belsize-road, Kilburn, who died on
Monday, June 7, in the sixty-first year of his age. Mr,
Hocking joined tho N. S. S, in the year 1885, and for many
years did much to promote tho interests of Freethought by
open-air speaking in Kilburn and by debates at his own
house. He was held in high esteem by all who knew him
as a man of sterling character and high aims. He was
buried on June 10 in the West Hampstead Cemetery, and a
Secular Service was conducted at the graveside. We tender
our profound sympathy to his mourning relatives.—J. T. L.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday

and be marked “ Lecture Notice ” if not sent on postcard.
LONDON.
OUTDOOB.

Bethnal Green Branch N. 8.S. ictoria Park, near the
Bandstand) : 3.15 and 6.15, E. Burke, Lectures.

Camberwell Branch N.S.S. (Brockwell Park) 1 6, Miss
Kough, a Lecture.

Kinostand Branch N. S. S. (corner of Kidley-road): 7.30,
F. Schaller, “ A Plea for Atheism.”

North London Branch N. S. 8. (Finsbury Park): 11.15, w.
Davidson, a Lecture. Parliament Hill: 3.15, A. D. Howell-
Smith, B.A., “The Truth About the Soul.” Regent’s Park:
3.15, L. B. Gallagher, a Lecture.

West Ham Branch N. 8. 8. Eoutsi_de Maryland Point Station,
Stratford, E.) : 7, A. D. Howell-Smith, B.A., a Lecture.

LATEST N. S. S. BADGE.—A single Pansy
flower, size as shown ; artistic and neat design
in enamel and silver ; permanent in color; has
been the means of making many pleasant
introductions.  Brooch, Stud fastening, or
Scarf-pin, post free in Great Britain, 9d. each.
Exceptional value. Only limited number in
stock—From Miss E. M. Vance, General
Secretary, N. 8. S., 62 .Farringdon-street, London, E.C.
N.B.—Note compulsory slight advance in prices.

PROPAGANDIST LEAFLETS. New Issue. 1. Christianity a
Stupendous Failure, J, T. Lloyd; 2. Bible and Teetotalism, J. M.
Wheeler j 3. Principles of Secularism, C. Watts ; 4. Where Are
Your Hospitals! R. Ingersoll. 5. Because the Bible Tells Me
So, W. P. Ball; 6. Why Be Goodi by G. W. Foote. The
Parson’'s Creed. Often the means of arresting attention and
making new members. Price 6d. per hundred, post free 7d.
Special rates for larger quantities. Samples on receipt of
stamped addressed envelope—Miss E, M. Vance, N. S. S.
Secretary, 62 Farringdon-street, London, E.O.

THE,. LATE,
CHARLES RRADLAUGH, M.P.

A Statuette Bust,

Modelled by Burvill in 1881. An excellent likeness of the great
Freethinker. Highly approved of by his daughter and intimate
colleagues. = Size, 6J ins. by 8J ins. by 4£ ins.
Piaster (Ilvory Finish) ... 3/-
Extra by post (British Isles): One Bust, 1/-; two, 1/6.

The Pioneer Press 61 Farringdon-street. London, E.C. j or,
Miss E. M. Vance, Secretary, N. S. S.
All Profits to be devoted to the N. S, S, Benevolent Fund.
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America’s Freethought

THE TRUTH SE
FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT,
CONTINUED BY E. M. MACDONALD:
G. E. MACDONALD ~

L. K WASHBURN ™ — — EdJUBIA
Subscription R ates.
Single subscription in advance — 0
Two new subscribers — {®
(Mme subsriiption two years in Bdvanca oon

To all foreign countries, except Mexioo, 50 cents
Subscriptions for any length of time under a year’jfye u
25 oents per month, may be begun at i\ &
Freethinkers everywhere are invited to send for r
which are free.

THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, M Jj
Publishers, Dealers In Freethought >0  htk
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Determinism or Free
By C. COHEN.

Issued by the Secular Society>

A clear and able exposition of the n
the only adequate light—the light of 6

CONTENTS.

. The Question 3tated.—IIl. “ Freedom

Consciousness, Deliberation, and Choiod —'V:

Consequences of Determinism.—V. Professo*

Dilemma of Determinism.”—VI. The Nature

of Responsibility.—VI1I. Determinism and “*bar™,ec*
Problem in Determinism.—IX. Env,r0
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THE SECULAR SOCIETY
(LIMITED)

Company Limited by Guarantee,
Registered Office—62 FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.C,
Chairman of Board of Dvreotors—Mr. G. W. FOOTE,
Becreiary—Miss E. M. VANCE,

This Society was ormsd in 1898 to afford legal seourity to the
acquisition and application of funds for Secular purposes,
he Memorandum of Association sets forth that the Society's
Objects are :—To promote the principle that human conduct
should be based upon natural knowledge, and not upon super-
natural belief, and that human welfare in this world is the proper
end of all thought and action. To promote freedom of inquiry.
To promote universal Secular Education. To promote the com-
lete secularisation of the State, eto., etc. nd to do all such
awful things as are oondnolvo to such objects. Aiso to have,
hold, receive, and retain any sums of money paid, given, devised,
or bequeathed by any person, and to employ the same for any of
the urIposes of the Society.

The liability of members is limited to £1, in case the Sooiety
should ever be wound up and the assets were insufficient to cover
liabilities—a most unlikely contingency.

Members pay an entrance fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent
yearly subscription of five shillings.

The Society has a considorablo™numbor of members, but amuch
larger number is desirable, and it is hoped that some will be
gained amongst those who read this announcement. All who join
it participate in the control of its business and the trusteeship of
Its resources. It is expresslz provided in the Articles of Associa-
tion that no member, as such, shall derive any sort of profit from
the Society, either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in
an¥ way whatever.

he Society's affairs aro managz]ed by an elected Board of
Directors, consisting of not less than five and not more than
twelvs members, one-third of whom retire (by ballot) each year,

but aro capable of re-elcotion. AR ARRUR  t®\.9/
members must be held in London, to r0. atk%e/
new Directors, and transact any other bus B° ayv.

Being a duly registered body, the Sec . sbe\da ~
oan receive donations and bequests rr i“yofV.
Ahose wiho ape in & position to do so Oety'B gDJ
donations, or.to insert a boquest in tbe B ..gktei'JT]
wifll,  On thie point there need net O th® 1 Oe. VTV j
It is quite impossible to set aside such beq  ot“GH) '
have no option but to pay them over ®  %pn.tl a/
administration. No objoction of any . Ji
oonneotion with any of the wills by whi°
already been benefited. -

The Society's solicitors are Messrs BH<EP6I 80 i/d
Rood-lane, Fenchuroh-street, London, fi e

A Form of Bequest—The following 'S @
bequest..far..insertion jin the wills of
“ bequeath to the Secular Society, Istrmh g
“ free from Legacy Duty, and | direct _ .jety 8®at0a
“ two members of the Board of the saw p el
"thereof shall be a good discharge to
“ said Legacy.”

Friends of the Society who have rO®ei”otilf ~j0",eA:
or who intend to do so,” should
tho fact, or send a private intimation t? (
(if desired) treat it as striotly confidents» ~ jot 193
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes 8 ~pex0
tVieir oontnnts have to be established by L
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: Principles and Objects.
M Juches that conduct should be base on reason

Men 86 I knowa nothing of divine guidance or
W V * excludes supernatural hopes arm fears, it
NN 0B as man’s proper aim, and utility as his

* S ? dffims that Progress is only possible through
~Vol* Chiaat °nee a right and a duty; and therefore
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