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, Solute
'■tp Corn 1 f&tmptory facts are bullies, and those who 
v.M J  Wlth them are apt to net a bullninn habit 

' ° W « H  W s h d e l L H o l m e s .

Death the Democrat.
lile foil,
•A’, 'ttany evartlvie appeared years ago in the Free- 
V-J.| • 8ome of A, “ ave closed since then and m any have 
;.w for the fir t ,.e *a^ er may be glad to come across this 

“ 'Var,-~gl)st "!me- I t  may cast some light even upon the
"Th,

';orn his masLan» 8reat are thero ; and the servant is free 
«0ei0 0r‘ —Job.

ljV!ae' an<  ̂ mighty D ea th ! whom none could
¿7 hone . a?t Persuaded; w hat none hath  dared, thou 
j ' i ’ hast enct 0 Wk °m all the world hath flattered, thou 

togethpr t 'Je wor'd  and despised; thou hast
tfi eay, and tm h v ™  far-stretched greatness, all the pride, 

ie i'vo narrn bl"10n °f man, and covered it all over with 
“ Tv, W Wor(fs ’ Hie ja c e t! " —Bia W alter R aleigh.

Ar^°v?eS our hl°od and state 
Tfi 6 . adows, not substantial things ;

Do ? °  arm or against fate ; 
eath lays his icy hands on k ings; 

oceptre and Crown 
Anri ; tum ble down,
With 0 ^a3i* he equal made

the poor crooked scythe and spade.”
** —Shirley.

^i^t*T-UB ^®sar' dead and turned to clay, 
fv °P a hole to keep the wind away.”

l  —Shakespeare, Hamlet.

V;tik^03e,ianar ,beard of the great Saladin, the 
CQhtrn«f ?r’ wboao hnmanity was such a 

'S tnt8‘ ^hea fv *ille brataiifcy the Christian 
fjfti - ' “ n ’ni^ed it T  Crusaders captured Jerusalem, 

it he ¿¡¿° a shambles; when Saladin re-
1 th ____ u,
f.°hey iu°^^ary> ho spent a large sum of his 

'fW,8 hsart w ifk em*ng captives, whose misery 
;'J the a “ infidel ’* c,otnPa88ion. At his death this 
> ^<4?°°r< with ° ^ erod charities to be distributed 
v5 Aqa ■ ^edan m. .distinction of Jew, Christian, 
N u 'l^ o se 'n i ^ ' s was a sublime act in that 

ed~~-if ,r0am3tanceB. But I have always 
do?, °f anotg ba '̂ he possible—the poetical in- 

S i k',’he8aihAr ^ a th b ed  act of his. “ Take 
n4 tnVaild tell r ° b*3 servant, “ show it to the 

n ■ ete; hut Qtl bern that the ruler of the East 
it  ̂of T8°taethi8arinent witb him into the grave.” 
(,Neta' fslaui ln ^he lofty and stern mono- 
tiâ ho• ^ ao anJ(<i.i'avorahie to the sentiments of 
k? of ojpd denhn bln  ̂*° bo found in the Christian 

4Ootg adin>a , 033 this was in part the inspira- 
l f > C r> <*5 S ai h'hed message to the world;
V Q£ 8cPerinSly ? larger> part of ifc was P°st ¿n K?rity °f nature. He had some-

i. j> of tjjj ltQ* He saw through the shows
Ml 6 Ju!’ . ? 0 perceived their naked

W *tW > al at . ,  a® hfe is, and what death is.
\}y> w  aid8, uQ J^h, senseless and helpless ;
S* 4ewl are W  aoath all the distinctions of
h jh°e4. , Monies <_̂ ne^aal than we appear; and
* aQ8band a e1uality is once more pro-

V  l0,111® Baa^?t?nding beside his dead wife
1 Id 1r O ePiQe | lotur0 in a palace or a oottage.

63 K itu r  er her dead °hiId recks not0 of the room be mean or sump­

not shed a drop of gratuitous

tuous. The accidents of life sink into nothingness 
when the essentials assert themselves. And then 
comes the final and eternal equality of the grave. 
All fare alike at that last supper—“ not where he eats, 
but where he is eaten.” Nay, a tall pauper inherits 
more earth at the finish than a shorter nobleman ; 
and the little worm knows no distinction between 
king and peasant.

Death makes all odds even. Hats off, then, to 
Death the democrat! Death the leveller ! compared 
with whom the most fanatical Socialist on earth is 
mild, and the wildest Anarchist an old-fashioned 
reactionary.

It must be this sentiment, however unconsciously 
it operates, that prompts the Frenchman to lift his 
hat and stand still when a funeral passes. The 
rougher Englishman is apt to think this theatrical, 
but it is nothing of the kind. France is the land of 
sooial equality. Economical and class distinctions 
obtain there as elsewhere, but the moral distinction 
between the various sections of society is compara­
tively slight. This is partly a legacy of the Revo­
lution, and partly owing to the genius of the people. 
It is one of the bast features of the French character. 
For my part, I think the better of my kind when I 
see the Frenchman’s lifted hat and bent head. Let 
the coffin bo poor or costly, death is there, and love 
and grief, which makes us all akin.

Nothing I have read about Bismarck has touched 
me like the following story told by one who knew 
him well. Bismarck was a good family man, and 
kind to his poor neighbors. Away from the turmoil 
of politics and the glare of high public life, he found 
his humanity. When his old wife died, the veteran 
statesman sat in his nightshirt, with naked feet, on 
her bedside, weeping like a child. That is a sad- 
sweet picture, but I like the other better. Here it is, 
in the very words of the narrator :—

“ In the home circle he was perfectly charming, easy­
going, and good-natured. He was passionately fond of 
children, and I have seen him over and over again have 
a game with the little ones of his gardener, who were 
very familiar with him, and would not hesitate to climb 
upon his knee. Once, when his gardener’s little girl 
died, the great statesman went to condole with him. 
He was dreadfully upset, and, whilst holding the poor 
father’s hand, burst into tears, for he was very fond of 
the child. He kissed the little corpse, and himself 
placed a bunch of roses in its hand.”

This is true life. This is eternal. Those tears of 
sympathy with a poor brother man in his distress 
are better to think of than all the blood shed at 
Gravelotte and Sedan. Weaving the threads of 
subtle diplomacy, flashing the sword of conquest, 
changing frontiers and making empires, are great 
things in the eye of the world. But the finest thing 
Napoleon ever said was, “ Respect the burden, 
madam,” as he drew aside a proud lady who stood in 
the way of a loaded laborer; and the finest thing I 
have read about Bismarck is this story of his sharing 
the sorrow of a poor father over the oorpse of his 
little child.

Standing out against all the bloody villainies of 
David is his grief over his favorite child. “ O 
Absolom, my son, my son ; would to God I had died 
for thee, 0  Absolom, my son, my son." And through 
all the tumultuous glories of Rome, and the shouts 
of her legions, and the ring of their swords on hostile 
helmets, pierces the musical wail of Catullus over
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hia dead brother—a note of immortal lov8 and grief 
that will find an echo in human hearts for ever.

Walt Whitman was well inspired in singing a 
hymn to Death. It is the great democrat and the 
great leveller. And it is the great softener of the 
human heart, as it is the great renewer of humanity. 
Death removes, and birth supplies, and thus the 
human race is kept ductile and progressive. Death 
also demonstrates our common nature by proving our 
common mortality. How absurd are pompons in­
scriptions on tombstones ! Great, wa3 he ? a whole 
hand higher than his fellows ? Yet he lies here, and 
all his pride has dwindled to those fading lines on 
that crumbling Btone. We turn away to memorials 
more in keeping with the scene ; to simple words of 
grief and affection, of rest and peace. All sprang 
from Nature and had their little day of mingled 
pleasure and pain, and all return for their last long 
sleep to her bosom. G w< F o o m

Atheism.—English and French.—II.

(Concluded from p. 354.)
Th e b e  is no denying that English people do not take 
intellectual matters seriously. In politics their one 
dread appears to be that of being thought logical. 
Affairs must not be thought out to their logical 
conclusion, confiiots must not be fought to a logical 
issue. A politician would as soon be accused of a 
criminal offence as charged with being logical, and 
one must admit that most do their best to escape the 
indictment. In religion the great plea for years has 
been that religious beliefs have worked well in practice, 
even though they may be illogical in theory. Against 
every appeal to logic or to reason the Englishman 
opposes what he oalls “ practical ” commonsense. 
He does not realise that in human society to be 
logical is to be really practical; that to do what 
is clearly unreasonable is to purchase immediate 
ease at the expense of ultimate and heavy loss. 
He opposes to the thinker what he calls “ a hard- 
headed man of business,” and never realises the 
truth that hi3 hard-headed man of business is of 
all men the moat easily fooled, precisely because 
he is lacking in the finer qualities of intellect and 
imagination.

But it is one thing complaining, as does the Tunes 
writer, of the indifference of the public to intellectual 
issues, and of its readiness to practice a conformity 
which reacts with disastrous social consequences. It 
is another, and more important task to indicate the 
causes of this state of things. If people aot a lie 
instead of speaking the truth, one must look for 
the cause outside of the individual. For people— 
save in abnormal cases—do not of set purpose prefer 
the lie. Other things equal, nearly everyone would 
sooner say what he believes, than profess something 
he does not believe. But if few people would hide 
their opinions from ohoice, there are, on the other 
hand, few who will express their opinions if their 
doing so involves punishment or privation. They 
will follow the oourse that promises the easier life. 
They desire to get through life with as little discom­
fort as is possible, and if society makes hypocrisy and 
conformity the prime conditions of peace and ease, 
then it is society that is ultimately responsible for 
whatever weakness or hypoorisy results.

Now consider what amount of encouragement is 
given in this country to freedom of thought, par­
ticularly in relation to religion. It is no more than 
a statement of the bare truth to say that avowed 
Freethought, in any branch of the publio service, 
from Parliament downward, is an obstacle, and some­
times a fatal obstacle. In the world of letters Free- 
thought, so long as it appears under a more or less 
“ respectable ” guise, may stand some chance of pub­
licity. If it is open and unashamed, it is doomed. 
In social life the great lesson that is forced home 
on the rising generation is, not so much that certain 
opinions are false, and others true—that might bo

are.expected—but that some opinions are
while others are unsafe. Young men 
taught that the greatest instrument for 8b U ****** ------  !
we possess is opinion, and that no om 
of equal importance to that of careful y ¡¡¡i 
opinions and expressing them with  ̂con ^  p 
courage. And the not unusual result 13gejeSi V 
duction of a typo of character that 19 n 
anything except to get on ” in the ^°r i: 

One may also add that the Times itseII7jj0 ¡pit- 
rest of the newspaper world—is cne of 
ments by means of which this genera : aj 
and mental cowardice is perpetuated, b ^  9p:; 
facts. For many years there has 
propaganda in this country, as on the . j3 ¡¡î  
against Christianity. That propaganda tb*_______l:__• __________.„««„IrorS 01 « uel’.:

baS '
been wanting in writers and speakers ^ y v
average ability. This much has been a^.telB oi^ 
moat persistent opponents. As a mere i 
a knowledge of this work is of some imP ef 3î-' 
the country at large. What has the p me¡oB in \  
to encourage genuine freedom of ^130° nJ 
ligious matters? What is it doing, Gve;jj. *¡11' 
that direction? Absolutely no th ing- 
columns with reports of religious m eeting ^  £vt-. 
how ridiculous the proceedings may he- nr ¡ess, 
thing on the Freethought side is, more ■■
fully excluded. So far as its power ¡. ¡¡e•/ _ i ir
public must be kept in the darK._ * ¡¡g,. ....
know that the defences of organise . ioherI’w 
being steadily battered down, ana qne '̂f.y 
religious beliefs are being called tni Afl“ K< 
some of the keenest intellects of to- ^  ge0vffj,

tr;□ ULUU U JL VUU AOUUUUU --
conspiracy of silence is made the m  ̂ ¡g 
everyone disowning its existence. *e eSfti# 6 
quite plain to everyone who cares to gp .<
facts. And the Times only emphases . gBetK.! ___ 1______ 4.:_______ nnt entente ., Vinsincerity by rating people forrm ten^

taag:into this “ War of Thought.” How °afan2bt.^/
should they ? They have never been llf““0 tber;; 
the thinker seriously. If people are to “ jus*5?,-* 
fliet of ideas as one of the most serions -
life, they must be taught and trained to pr. 
At present they are not encouraged to .g 
that fight. All they get is object IesS J, 
sination. ,-_f_eve0 ' j

I agree with the Times that a 'b e l i e f - ^
wrong—u  ic os nrmiy neiu wuu 
of greater social value than a ' T i M
held from mere motive of ease or e“”!  “ ofyusici nom mere motive ui coao -- . 0 - Aj*
quite fail to see why the express \o ^
A 4-1» AÎcim f1 okrtnl  ̂ nfka/tk kn flhîfl. It ''

jl t&gJLuo v y ju jju  i m o  j l o / io o o  v u u i u  — , , 1V t o r t ? \ 0 r J ]

wrong—if it be firmly held and bohw ĝjjef
)
I

Atheism ” should attach to this. *•' 
though the Times is playing the oldf, ¡Dg nflP p--’ 
of connecting “ Atheism ” with some ^  1#**^ 
or undesirable. It is true that, as I 09itM  *
Atheists are less ready to avow th0D1® ajis bj  ̂pnüllS
than in France. There, a man g 0re,
Atheist, and the matter is settled. tb0 
one of a dozen aliases, and often jo1** b»i0 u s tf  
cry against a name which he ought ^
No other real justification for the 116 ei°eKai 
as “ Agnostio ” has ever been glV0 * pi 
was more “ roononbiiio ” t.ban Atn, _ . respeotable ” than abu“*.-
then it ia not realised that Agnostic15 [ ->

It escapes.30®0 ^relative respectability. the*0 < r ;gious odium because A theism  19 ay , „  
brunt. If Atheism were out of the , fl 
would be gettin g  all th e  religion9 * gftys,Y 1 U U 1 U  KJQj  „ U i U U - ' t j  M IA * B U U  vy -  -  ^  '  -  „ f t p t j  - r y .V

the religious ha’pence. As the ^ ^ aüSe ^  

Atheist is abused beoauae so 1 3 3 ¡0bB ^

tive Atheist is merely a crank be<̂ gïis, 
Atheist is common.” In other

prefer to keep quiet or adopt more m " 
disgaiaes. „  V  & C )

The Times, then, really appears g0Wutf
the somewhat trite generalisation 0t
cerity or insincerity is the ^°fll£ieral 
nation’s life depends upon the tV f i"-
the social environment. And wit 0f i jy  
There is no reason in the natu ¡e ^ - r  
opinion in England should ho  ̂ p
opinion in France ; why an Atheis 0r 
become an Agnostic, or a Bation
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jurist in England. No reason, save in the intel- 
traditions of the two countries and in the 

, ental tone pervading the two societies. The French 
j n°t take their religion less seriously than we do. 
It7  tabe that and their non-religion more seriously, 

s all a question of whether a people are brought 
,,2,*ealise the importance of opinion or not. 

c t e war of thought in which so many of us were 
be n6utral, has become a war of flesh and 

„ I prefer to put it the other way about, and 
lj y that this war of flesh and blood, like o-.-ier 

confliots, is ultimately a war of thought. For 
and i?1}? n̂ns are ultimately symbols of the ideas 
of 3.he£s that dominate social life. It is the foroe 
hostile* ^hat tias placed millions of men in deadly 
of. .J to each other to-day, just as it is the force 
flint# • a alone that can ultimately make such con- 
taniVimpossible- Nothing less powerful, or moro 
tooiL e> than an idea could hold masses of men 
The whether in warfare or in peaceful pursuits. 
tlDth tnies is only realising one of the fundamental 
tified U£>Qn which the Freethought movement is 
S ftt'fill it were not an English newspaper, one____ _ ““" i^ ^ o f’thisi u a v e  some hopes that its Jj^tn^Freethoughfc f t  would make it more hospitable to Freetn

^  future. But one has doubts. artiole with
? 13 one other thing in the world

o f  J 1 agreo- This is, that neutra. y ^ neutraiity 
eWvngbt iB -o t less disgraceful1 ““  That
i3 ¡ftre, ana in the end no less da‘ ^Freethinkers 
not a iesson the world needs, ^ thing
?  333 than others. There is, m f  ̂  nV hat is the 
M5i3tltraUty in intellectual matters- k0< They 
W ^ e b̂a,t thousands of FrBettiiia n-9 . . d£0 they

B'ne that by withdrawing from rell8 greater 
i f t g  their share. Never was otb®be J igioas
S f 8*. In the first p lace.it leaves the reng ^
Oo .̂ r̂th an altogether erroneous The world 

6* o£. Freethinkers in the count y- the
judges by the voices it hears, Free-

tW3r that remain silent. Secon , doing
tij.]31 ^ho remains silent, who reira helping 
S i® *  in the fighting, is to that extent help j  
k\ °Q!»mon enemy. The religious boycott is P . 
«ip^ wonid probably remain powerfu ev it  ia
% K nkers were t0 aY0W themf  L  strength isH ? a ihat no small measure Of its stdeJ n0 to

the hesitancy of those wb 
C m S eir real opinions public. And it  m ^  
^ fth e u tr a f ity  that masks a rea  ̂ 6 thQae
j C f t .  even if it does not dl8C , ^ orld 0f 
thonohf ^ lng the actual fighting. *n . boldness, 
’"Sa him ntons BayinS- “ Boldness, ag< the

u , f t ness " ia the only wise, and theretore 
s ta b le ,  policy. C. COHEN.

Ihe Spirit of God in Action.

« ? * »  ».«me 1, ™  clobly viortb
.? hon\a n° jlde ot an individual or a na > rea.

¿Seara j avor- The only drawback, *or “ berB 0f 
3'ea, LTaa that there were endles , aud 
^ h a , ea°J“ging to different families,. reapeotive 

to vb Qt whom was believed by make
S  to f t*  the moat powerful, if he chose to m ^  
kv^aha 01 ‘ Frominent among thes > ' wa8

memher of the earnest gire ip, q{ 
atuSf Goa of the Israelites, the record 

C -  0 ? Qg Porformancea is to be
be v,&n extremely uncertain an , e 

>  a had to be constantly humored, whenc 
tC aat system of bloody and other offering , 

^ ^ . t h a t ,  ■ -

H

aisnQ ptotenf ’ ln the main, he was 
¡«17 I k half Rn or' Nothing won him

Israel’s 
over to

fltt6j?atia successfully as the shedding of 
c ?  in alQ isadinZ,. became “ a man of war,” who

«4
«aje 8%d his people to glorious victories. 
d to k.0£ connrd’ h0 waa a host in himself, and 

lfil iQ the kriDg hosts. When his people 
battle, and he was intreated of

them, because they put their trust in him,” their 
enemies were delivered into their hands by the hun­
dred thousand, because then “ the war was of God.” 
Why was Joshua such a triumphant warrior, anni­
hilating all foes, and utterly destroying all that 
breathed, whenever he gave battle ? Because the 
spirit of the Lord was upon him. No sooner had 
Joshua’s generation passed away than Israel turned 
their backs upon their Savior-God, and to chastise 
them for their defection he allowed them to be over­
run and subdued by their enemies. Then they 
repented of their apostasy, and returned to Jehovah ; 
whereupon he raised up men filled with his own 
spirit, who delivered them. Of this story there are 
several highly instructive repetitions in the Book of 
Judges. Oppression follows apostasy, and deliver­
ance repentance, on every successive occasion. Put 
into a nutshell, the Book of Judges comes to th is :—

“ And they forsook the Lord, and served Baal and 
Astaroth. And the anger of the Lord was hot against 
Israel, and he delivered them into the hands of spoilers 
that spoiled them, and he sold them into the hands of 
their enemies round about, so that they could not any 
longer stand before their enemies. Whithersoever they 
went out, the hand of the Lord was against them for 
evil, as the Lord had said, and as the Lord had sworn 
unto them ; and they were greatly distressed. Never­
theless the Lord raised up judges which delivered them 
out of the hand of those that spoiled them ” (Judges 
ii. 6 ; iii. 6).

This was tit for tat on the grand scale. The 
moment the people forsook Jehovah and bowed down 
to strange gods, he forsook them and set them under 
the heel of cruel oppressors; but the moment they 
repented and came back, he also repented and ap­
pointed warrior-judges to put their enemies under 
their feet. Yet, according to the Bible, Jehovah, on 
the whole, led the armies of Israel from victory unto 
victory, and had a right to be known as their Warrior- 
God, or Supreme War-Lord. Oa one oooasion, Judah 
was being invaded by Assyria, and the king of the 
latter openly defied the God of Judah, insolently 
saying:—

“ Hearken not unto Hezekiah when he persuadeth 
you, saying, The Lord will deliver us. Hath any of the 
Gods of the nations ever delivered his land out of the 
hand of the king of Assyria ? Where are the Gods of 
Hamath and of Arpad ? Where are the Gods of 
Sepharvain, of Hena and Ivvah ? Have they delivered 
Samaria out of my hand ? Who are they among all 
the Gods of the countries, that have delivered their 
country out of my hand, that the Lord should deliver 
Jerusalem out of my hand ?” (2 Kings xviii. 32-35). 

Sueh was the challenge of the Pagan king of Assyria 
to the king of the chosen people at Jerusalem, and 
Jehovah answered by threatening to put his hook in 
the Assyrian monarch’s nose and his bridle in his 
lip, and, according to the Biblical narrative, the fol­
lowing was the form which the fulfilment of that 
threat took:—

“ And it came to pass that night, that the angel of 
the Lord went forth, and smote in the camp of the 
Assyrians an hundred four score and five thousand 
[185,000] ; and when men arose early in the morning, 
behold, they were all dead corpses ” (2 Kings xix. 35). 

We repeat that a God who acted on sueh a gigan­
tic scale, though of miraculous frightfulness, on 
behalf of his own people, wa3 eminently worth 
believing in. He was never idle, but always acting 
in defenoe or attack, by reward or punishment. The 
keeper of Israel neither slumbered nor slept. But 
by to-day the situation has totally altered. He now 
does absolutely nothing but slumber and sleep. He 
neither sees, hears, nor heeds the happenings cf the 
world in any other way. In Christendom he is 
called Father, and in Turkey Allah; but the two 
names mean precisely the same thing, aud both 
Christians and Mohammedans are orying to him for 
his gracious help, passionately appealing to him to 
intervene in this savage War. He callously turns a 
deaf ear to them all. And after all, what on earth 
can he do ? They are all his people and the sheep 
of his pasture. He must feel perfectly lost and be­
wildered as he looks down upon the foul welter of 
their selfish, greedy passions, and listens to their
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equally greedy and selfish prayers. Each opposing 
party to the dehumanising conflict is profoundly 
convinced that it is wholly in the right, fighting 
courageously in the cause of righteousness and 
peace, and no self-respeoting deity could possibly 
determine how to aot for the best in circumstances 
so perplexing. Furthermore, it is impossible to con­
ceive of a self-respecting divinity allowing such 
woeful circumstances to arise in a world over which 
he himself presided.

Dean Inge says, in a sermon published in the 
Christian World Pulpit for June 2, that “ the Holy 
Spirit is God himself in action—always in action” ; 
but he omits to tell us where God is in action. The 
reverend gentleman deals in vague generalities, in a 
sort of confused and confusing idealism that has its 
abode away up among the olouds, but he does not 
dare to face the solemn and solemnising facts of 
to-day, and conscientiously say that he can discover 
God in aotion in these. Even looking at them from 
his point of view, all we can see in these is God dis­
credited, defeated, utterly overthrown. The Dean 
speaks of a “ spiritual light that comes into the 
world and burns and shines more and more unto 
the perfect day” ; but we completely fail to find 
any trace of the burning and shining of sueh a 
light at this sad moment. Sometimes Dr. Inge’s 
own utterances have been of such a character as 
to lead to the conclusion that he almost agrees 
with us. On this occasion, however, his feet are 
not upon the earth at all, but in some undiscovered 
country, concerning which neither he nor we have 
any knowledge, and his eyes do not look upon the 
scenes of heart-breaking horrors whioh occur every 
day. Is God in aotion at the many blood-soaked 
Fronts where infinitely more than brutal inhumanity 
prevails ? At the present moment the world does 
soareely anything but manufacture at the greatest 
possible speed, and wield with the greatest possible 
skill, the most frightful instruments of destruction 
that modern science can devise. A greed of killing 
is the ruling passion of the day, and this a very 
reverend Dsan has the temerity to imply is the 
Holy Spirit in aotion. Innocent men in action are 
being killed by the million, and the Holy Spirit 
in action sees and permits it. We are coolly told 
that some “ indwelling, transforming power is still 
among us, still with us, visiting us and blessing 
ns in the loneliness of our private thoughts, and 
in these corporate acts of worship in whioh the 
Churoh dispenses to its members heavenly gifts.” 
The pulpit has been repeating that absurdity for 
nineteen centuries, and the world is still untrans­
formed. The quondam dismal Dean has suddenly 
been converted into an unreasonably and unjusti­
fiably bright optimist. We shall not b9 surprised if 
shortly he will join the pietistio Bishop of London, 
and speak of the present as the Great Day of God, 
that God who through the Holy Spirit is “ always in 
action."

Another man of God has been discussing the ques­
tion, “ Must We H ate” ? basing his discourse upon 
the words, “ Be ye angry and sin not. Let not 
the sun go down on your wrath.” He spoke of 
the retribution of Germany as having already begun. 
We cannot realise it, and it is too soon to paint the 
future. Germany has lost millions of men, but so 
have our Allies. Germany takes pride in every­
thing she has hitherto done, and the pastors of 
all her Churches, as well as the professors of all 
her Universities, justify all her deeds of valor in 
the name of the God of justice and tru th ; and 
before our Allies set foot upon her soil, before her 
armies are broken and her pride is lowered, it is 
certainly premature to describe her punishment as 
already in being. Furthermore, outrages may win 
victories; and we must not forget that war itself 
is an outrage upon human nature. This reverend 
gentleman takes for granted that Germany is in 
the wrong. She may be, but we must not lose 
sight of the fact that the Germans themselves believe 
that their oause is just, quite as sincerely as we be­
lieve that ours is so. Ho tells us, indeed, not to hate

Germany, but rather, in the name of Christ, to 
“ holy indignation ” against her. . flu

The pulpit would act wisely if it ^ , ve tb! 
severely alone, or, at least, resolved to 16® ^  
Holy Spirit and Christ out of it. God J ^  
by no means fits in with the fact of men 1 cij; 
slaughtering as many of one another as t L  ¡, 
and they are the very men for ^ o m  pj 
said to have died, in order to deliver tb 
all evil and bless them with peaoe. j  rp, LtO*11,

The Awakening of Italy-

“ Yea, let all sceptre-stricken nations lie 
Bnt live thon though they die ; .
Live thou and love and lift when these l'
The green and white and red.” „ . „/ ltd1‘

-SwranuBNE, A
' Poets are the unacknowledged legislators of

pro®ever been knight-errants.^ .^ ,8
lb*

Poets have
days of Luoretius, who fought a 
against embattled priestcraft, to the 
Swinburne rolled his richest thunders 
despots of Europe, the great writers 
Paladins in the oause of liberty.

» it>eC tuaegt ti(

no-have.VIWUJk/U UD VfJk. .  1/ . . . , , ,  _   -J.
Paladins in the oause of liberty. Hen00- gabr*̂  
strange that Italy’s greatest living wf1 0̂IVndy 8t.. 
D’Annunzio, should have left his quiet ,c0 b>-to

the
voie0

98» 1 •P®. J
mounted the noisy public platform 
country’s aspirations. Italy, during "“"¿jjes, , 
weeks, has rung with his passionate sp no-
the country has echoed his stirring vvar- ÿ
ably his “ Song of the 
patriot has voiced the

Dardanelles of
democratic sp1 1̂ a0ij J I M U J L A V V  Y --- ------------------------------  ,  * ■W

generous and warm-blooded Italian nat oo^i'l 
polled the Italian Government to ^ref\ n3tri®°. ^ 
truce, whioh could only serve the A 
German War-party that would crush the ^  gjsW 
Europe, which Italy values no less ^°a 0 fCj
France and Britain. Received every _ 8jiy 
rously by vast crowds, D’Annunzio m , gal 
“ Not me do you salute, but the spm| j gerv® 
the love that inspires me, the idea w010 ¡act0 

Gabriele D’Annunzio is an essential p̂  ¡̂g co 
modern Italian Renaissance, in spite 0 Y
politan oulture. He is representative p-
element in the Italian oharaoter. Hi  ̂ j  
are Boccaccio and Benvenuto CelUm an jjaf 
immediate predecessor is Cardnoci. A 
history of Italian literature this Pa£.a tb0 , ;b* 
be traced—an intimate connection vv* ro0t 01 (iy 
literature of the past. It lay at p  0, h1 iil 
whole great movement of the Renat00 . era61 JJ 
twenty oenturies of Christianity ^a.v0-flftted 
over, and have never wholly e^rol,;rjfc b®8 
Gabriele D’Annunzio this old Pagan EP ^  9 P" $  
out afresh. He is not only an Italian» 
a passionate admirer of the city pi ' 0 pjos* H 
Rome, in certain aspects, is still t aoa^ef \ i  * 
city in Europe. D’Annunzio is wbol y ¡ujoS* a/  
Christian sentiment. He posses00 j0 1*  ̂$li 
birthright that familiarity with the 0 _ 0f a® «i 
of his Latin forefathers, whioh ,mrabip c, ff, ̂  
raoe nothing but the highest s°k°!a 
He has steeped himself in the art, t a0<j y 9 tb 
atmosphere of the times of Horae 
For him beauty is the highest g00 ’̂ fiti09 
chief goal ; and Christian sentim00 v;st ^
exist. „ tocos',

D’Annunzio’s works, from II Pidc0r . 0 pair v  
are full of the most exquisite deB°rIP oSplJer 
are aglow with the sunny Italian a for -iot.c|i 
the Italian poet does not love natu 
our own Wordsworth loved her. -*-0 - :rt 1 ^  ■’V 1»budding spring, the cries of the 8* aihjBp0i t e °l.\ft 

lidday heat, all vv b]y■ 0l „
H e is Pr° D

the silence of the midday 
passions and human joys 
most acute interpreters of the 0001 
time. His knowledge is profound- gp,. 
true, his analysis unrivalled. T -p o f®11 
surgeon, with the delioato peroept10

bJ9 -„fll
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ie'Cte|. re ^lr0Qgb pages of beautiful writing, tho 
carried beark I“ certain directions he has
to ¡,0 106 Psychological novel as far as it is possible

twQ6̂ .10 be was twenty, D’Annnnzio had published 
botind volDm00 of verse, which placed him at a 
Cardac ar above all his contemporaries, the veteran 
and a QC1 ,?ne excepted. Indeed, he is a poet first, 
app ê î. st^afterwards. His sense of rhythm is 
talkie lQ noveis> and only a real and nnmis- 
tharactê °f- coui  ̂ have obtained some of his most 
Mil tecri8̂ ° e®eots of style. As in musio, a motive 
D’4Qn nr. at_ seemingly inevitable intervals, so 
W > ° w i l l  deliberately repeat a phrase, some- 
in order t var^^ ôns> Hut often in the same words, 

to bring the reader back to a previous
Bttleir„Un’. ^  a reonrrent train of thought. Tho 
is repea(.Ĉ b i°n of the bird in The Triumph of Death 
Infijj Tr- three times in exaotly the same words, 
tent de M?iM? °f the Bocks we find a line of magnifi- 
tctnpai,gPr'Pbion, where the color of the arid soil is 
larratiy8 b° •a foil's mane, which is woven into the 
êre Qaefla â’n an<i again. Precisely similar effects 

"The Ch ky James Thomson in his superb poem, 
^a®ted>7 ^ r0adfnl Night,” where the reader is 
thedewi, 0re0nrrent phrase, “ As I oamethrough 

D’C  th0s it was.”
îe py, nzi0 spent five years working at his novel, 

been °f Death. By general consent, it has
Hich po'8,11116̂  aa masterpiece. It was the book 

the crHi 0̂r bb0 author the enthusiastic support 
appear jn tl0a> an(I *t was the first of his works to 
S i y Q, an English version. The book consists 
. t 1q 00 history of a man and a woman in rela- 
!3 contai„ ¿.another. The keynote of the whole book 
,ird by ln bhat terrible phrase of Milton, “ Lust, 
"¡!>ght inia .It is a theme in whioh the author’s 
bhy. 0 the intrioacies of human passion has full

trn Zl° bl°W8 everything to melody in the 
n 6 tevivi'fib’fb of his genius, and his poetio dramas 
'5i ^ritte t bke Jbalian theatre. His Citta Morta 
,%esca J* 7,r ®.ara Bernhardt, and Giaconda and 
'"'i&a ant«?. were composed for the greats
llQhedbii
&

“Eleonara Duse.” Thus his name is 
with the greatest actresses of

-when's tbe man who is voicing said,
V t ®d Italy. In his oration at Rom f
C L ? r e tmd anew in the Forum  the «1« 8 o{ 
"Q^tCcesar,” and the poet invoked t  P
¿ f t R  bho Liberator.” D ’̂ n^ f he has done

W .laBtlng work in llte,r.abQ his countrymen to8 bter work in persuading his m have
V s t l  Teuton influence, whic r̂harism.

i j i ^ i y  into the backward abyss of ba , Q briele
wil1 S c u l l y  r e m e f «  ̂  Gabr ̂

haa taken the torch of bb0 y 3re
« C  i the d0ad Carducoi, and to-day it once
W .  «?* the country of the Cmsars. Mo k Im- bhan •

“ oj 8o& hqj
r .. was ever this thing said,

might give

hot thi3 pother m f c  Hve“ “ ’ Wh<mC6 hiS ^
. kVi'u,̂ ount* Ws mother dead and slain, 

hade the saSt'Sealed eyes.
An.1 ,ea<̂  r‘3e up and live again, 

na oke did rise.''
Mim n e e m u s .

The Genesis of Art.
K  ^

*a°gua«M??i ®'r Jam es Frazer sets forth inWin.,*«0* .°uuge. t ____ ____ ii-uev̂ eded°Q' the with an immense wealth of
O*bion i6''S>on :lde“CeQ lor his theory that magio 
4.:% n „Profpc,0 bbo onward oourae of human 
h n kby 'an nrnk0r Alessandro Della Seta, the 

be ft Pkbli8k 0b80ologtat, on the other hand, in 
r' uUon . ^ ork, Beligion and A r t: A Study 

J Sculpture, Painting, and Archi­

tecture,* propounds the view that not only was magio 
the leading motive of man’s primitive spells and 
prayers, but that it has remained throughout the 
ages the mainspring of his aotions towards all the 
quite imaginary creatures his fears and his mis­
understandings have conjured into being.

Professor Della Seta asserts:—
“ And tha means of action in every religion, even in 

those which seem the most elevated, is magic ; it may 
be a spiritual magic instead of material, a magic which, 
instead of constraining, implores; but it is always the 
ease of an individual bending to his own advantage all 
that is beneficial in bis surroundings, and hindering all 
that may injure him. The uncultivated people that 
performs magic functions to make the rain fall or to 
keep off some misfortune, and the cultured people that 
prays to the Deity with a similar object, perform work 
not differing greatly in quality; though one acts directly, 
the other indirectly; the one constrains, the other causes 
to constrain ; one thinks lie is strong, the other knows 
he is weak; the one commands, and the other implores.

“ Even when man has risen to the conception of a 
perfectly just and good God whose conduct will there­
fore not bo subject to the will of man, prayer, that 
request for help which might seem irreverent when 
addressed to one who has no need for such appeal, 
shows its magical character and primaeval origin—the 
persuasion inherent in the mind of man that the higher 
beings on whom he depends will not work unless he 
induces them to action.”

But even among the devotees of the higher faiths 
it is common to find the untutored although perfectly 
sincere peasant, particularly in Southern and Eastern 
Europe, who wiil damn the saint or divinity should 
his prayers remain unanswered. And the sacred 
image to whioh his profitless petitions have been 
addressed may become the victim of the disappointed 
rustic’s violence and rage.

Nor are these survivals of aboriginal superstition 
oonfined to the unlettered peasantry of so-called 
civilised countries. Thera are in England to-day 
thousands of “ educated ” people who, more or less, 
believe in the potency of curses. As a matter of fact, 
innumerable superstitions, inherited from the savage 
past, permeate the entire fabric of modern society. 
The popularity of the masoot, even among the 
wealthier classes, is one only of the evidences of 
this. The credulous members of the upper classes 
who patronise Bond-street crystal gazers, palmists, 
and other neoromancers are far more numerous than 
is generally supposed. In all conscience, a colossal 
task lies before those who are striving to emancipate 
the people from the sombre shadows oast upon con­
temporary life by the baleful superstitions bequeathed 
by a dark past.

That supremely gifted prose writer, Cardinal New­
man, once attempted to define clearly tha distinction 
between adoration and worship. His effort can 
scarcely be deemed successful, for the very excellent 
reason that no real distinction is possible. It is 
immaterial whether the Russian peasant worships 
or adores his icon, or whether the devout Catholic 
worships with profound reverence or honors with 
extreme submission the Virgin and the holy saints. 
The motive is tha same in either case, as the chief 
and, usually, the sole desire of the aupplioant is to 
obtain protection, or to secure tangible benefits in 
return for value received.

The problem before us concerns the oauses whioh 
induced our rude prehistoric forefathers to initiate 
those early art efforts whioh in later ages led to 
the marvellous achievements of the Greeks and other 
European races in the realms of soulpture and paint­
ing. Pragmatists and Spiritualists have pretended 
that the artistic powers of man must be regarded 
as something above and beyond his merely material 
life. Man’s aesthetic nature, we are assured, points 
to his possession of an undying soul and makes him 
distinct, not only in degree, but in kind, from all the 
other products of organio evolution. But, as we shall 
see, human artistry ia the outoome of natural growth. 
The highest forms of musio and painting, of soulpture 
and architeotnre, are the results of steadily expanding

Religion and Art. Fisher Unwin. 1914.
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development. From rode beginnings, the loftiest 
achievements in the various arts may be as surely 
traced as the evolution of the modern battleship 
from the primitive canoe.

No single cause will explain the art of uncivilised 
raoes. Numerous factors must have co-operated to 
generate and develop the power of artistic expression, 
and one of the most important of these factors was 
the recognition of utility. And there is no more 
reason to ascribe supernatural or supernormal agency 
in the evolution of human artistry than to postulate 
spiritual influence or guidance in that discriminating 
appreciation of beauty, or the power to build artis­
tically constructed nests, which is so general among 
the birds of the fields and forests.

With a firm, if misguided, faith in his power, by 
means of magic, to control the seasons and to influ­
ence the actions of the lower animals, primitive man 
must have early realised his powerlessness in the 
presence of dreams and death. These mysterious 
phenomena mocked at all his magical allurements 
and arts. Visions and the icy hand of death were 
seen to be beyond his control, and for that reason 
alone were destined to become potent instruments in 
the evolution of god3 and ghosts and the separate life 
of the soul. In the uneasy dreams that accompany 
the sleep of the savage, the spirits of the living and 
the dead appear apart from the places in which the 
living normally dwell, and in which the dead are laid 
at rest. Nor is this seeming separation of soul from 
body peculiar to the human animal. The lower 
organisms, both floral and faunal, and even the in­
animate forms of matter are manifested in dreams, 
and appear in places quite foreign to their natural 
surroundings. What more reasonable then than that 
the quick and the dead should alike be endowed in 
the philosophy of the savage with independent or 
semi-independent souls ? Animism, doubtless, in part 
arose out of such misconceptions, and its twin-brother 
Theism, despite its later manifold disguises, may, and 
probably did, owe its origin to the gradual apotheosis 
of the defunct human ancestor. And when a spirit 
beoomes credited with a power far exceeding the 
powers of the minor ghosts, that more potent spirit 
is destined ultimately to rise to the position of the 
most feared and reverenced of all the supernatural 
host.

As Professor Della Seta shrewdly notes :—
“ The contemporaneous origin of the two theories, 

the animistic and the theistic, seems proved by the fact 
that there is no human race entirely dominated by one 
idea. It is a question of measuring the proportion in 
which one idea or the other prevails in the different 
social strata, but there is no uncivilised race which in 
its general animism does not in some small degree hold 
the theistic idea, if only in the cult of the heroic or the 
deified dead, and there is no cultured people, even of 
those who have risen to the heights of monotheism, 
which does not retain some remnant of animism.”

While man remains in the animistic stage he 
imagines himself assailed on every side by antagon­
istic agencies to which he must pay due honor and 
regard. But as mankind advances in knowledge and 
power, a widening control over his surroundings 
serves to exalt man above his minor enemies. And 
when he attains to the stage of religious evolution, 
in which he has only to keep on good terms with the 
god or gods that exercise sovereign sway and mas- 
terdom over all created things, his secular life begins 
to expand and his sacred cares to dwindle. Among 
contemporary uncivilised races, religious observances 
of one kind or another weigh with grievous heaviness 
on the lives of the people.

Even among the cultured races of antiquity, reli­
gion remained a heavy burden; while with the fall 
of the Roman Empire and the rise and triumph of 
the Christian Church, supernaturalism became a 
positive curse in Western Europe. It is in modern 
times, and among those nations most completely 
emancipated from sacerdotal influences, that the 
secular life has reaohed its fullest development. 
Scientists and men of letters are in our day mostly 
pure naturalists in their attitude towards the uni­
verse. A pinch of incense is oooasionally scattered

June 18, 1815

in the temple by members of the educated c'a6* , 
but the vast majority of the thoughtful are®1 
very frigid adherents, or utter unbelievers M 
popular creed. And what is of immeasurable^ 
portance is the solid ciroumstanoe that a large 
ever-increasing section of the better-instructe® 
more reflective members of the working popnlfl  ̂
in all industrial countries may be claimed as ®‘ 
sullenly indifferent or openly hostile to the P°  ̂
and pretensions of the olerical caste. Moreo7^ ^ . 
wand of scienoe not only exercises a mighty 
enoe over the completely emancipated ‘0ffanCi. 
dominion is indirectly asserted over the half-®®, ^  
pated many ; and it has very materially m°dine a. 
inarticulate feelings and opinions of countless j 
Bands who remain nominal adherents of the hu ^  
and one forms of the Protestant faith. N°r K 
all. The Catholic Church itself has been i“ â m o - 
a mild Freethought, which takes the name ofj" ^  
ism. Educated Islam has also sueoumbed 
spirit of Rationalism, and in Northern Amen &re 
Western Europe the majority of cultured J® 
far from orthodox in their views. . . noi-

If we assume that Animism was at one ti® ^  
versal—that is to say, that every living gpjrit 
lifeless modes of being were endowed wit jS| 
forms—then possibly many of those animals, P ^eir 
and inanimate things which savages regard ® ^  
totems are the survivors from the far larger earl'6'
of animistio existences which were at flD 
period credited with spirit life. Now, did in an, W

rd tKprocess of selection, at last come to disregar 
spirit-beings whose existence was in no wa, ^  o« 
up with his happiness or misery ? And di ffitb 
the other hand, prooeed to establish a 00.ve3e(j 
those creatures whioh his more experienc ^  if 
now recognised as likely to be of service W' 
friendly, but which were liable to become 0 
if moved by feelings of resentment or ra 0̂ ôaren® 

Many extant forms of Totemism are apF̂  gee$ 
ere shadows of their former state, 

to display a past or present belief that to ^  tp® 
of man is dependent upon the prosperi y ^  jts 
totem. The savage group honors and Pr 
totem, and looks for favor and guardianship 
But when man has outgrown his primiti? 
the efficacy of bis totem, when he has ® oDIes 
hope or fear from it, his respeot for it r tê g  
perfunctory that it receives less and 1® 
Through various causes, the anoient 1°“ tot®® 
dwindle and decay, while some more P ° P o0nje  ̂
common to several savage groups mayorgbiP .

mo3t of the adoration and " „¡yen 1 
Preference would probably D r0poD*?e 

the great majority of instances to an a® j. of 
phic divinity—a development of the g 
departed ancestor. Yet the existence of B0g t 

of theriomorphio deities presupp^ s #

monopolise 
the people.

array ot theriom orphio deities Pri 
trium ph in the conflict am ong th e  totems 
maoy of a large number of anim al go®18. 

W hatever the foregoing theory may ¡jsu 
appears certain th at every totem  i®> °ag a 
view ed either as a possible enem y ° r. ¡¡¡s

¡1
b®6”;
csefi

o ffriend. H ence m an’s desire to exe^ 1re0Bjan’0i 'oij(
thresh®1*1art,

upon his human or animal deities 
advantage. This brings us to the 
inquiry into the origin of early savag0̂  
this most interesting theme it will be 
devote a second artiole. ,p. F. ™

nf0 ° , to
»°1 to 
ary

.Jl*5'

(To be concluded.)

ot M
Billy Sunday's flannel-mouthed oratory d®c?g 

all Americans, and the evangelist’s rnessag g0r  ̂W 
more sober Christians. A Philadelphian P^ri8*13'\oK\i 
wrote to Billy asking him what message ^  tU® ^  j  
concerning political corruption, unemploy®' , eplie® jpeL, 
of workers, and evil social conditions. B*1 ^  3 \t
business was the saving of tho individual ®°+e’restllJr’ 
to stick to it. The moral should be 1
Benighted States.
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Acid Drops.
.— — ♦ -

. "P* Sunday Chronicle says^ 
■*t5" asking how the Wat 

- wb,nj3 oi Christianity 
V Waking them.

it has received a “ shoal of 
can be reconciled with the 

? It thinks no good can he done 
them. We presume it means no good can be

-ha kAlpapet- for that is what newspaper editors usually
to tbe phrase. It admits that some “ violent attacks 

on Christianity in these letters, which seem to 
h u , ont view of the cause of the editorial reticence. 
V a7 e that a considerable amount of good would be 
■•'“L  Paper with the circulation of the Sunday Chronicle 
ilestir78 *ot expressions of opinion from its readers on that 
I; s vj , or onr own part, the reply to the question would 
W ?  one- The teachings of Christianity cannot be 
hit, ? ‘th war of any sort. The practice of Chris- 

S «li!na the sPirit developed by Christian doctrines 
't»u s’ aDd, we believe, always will, sanction war. Ana 

88 18 the whole history of the Christian Church.

it'0.8 Per’°dical, the Daily Chronicle, informs its 
tbe first Christian organisation to allow the 

•*b u. and women was the Salvation Army. This 
Christians can be in appreciating a most 

attain J,® a o£ justice. If it takes two thousand years 
1 .Sht an aavanco, how many millenniums will

0 civilise Christians ?

- seWf't,'ŝ ai18 ^ke their religion seriously, and among 
-S\, may be mentioned Mr. W. R. Moore, of

j ,, has resigned the chairmanship of Messrs. 
/"■ '■odertak̂ 6 ®n§*neer£n8 fi'm of Yeovil, because they
• V,. '

..... UOVJCUOO «“°J
w ------o —*“ which he findsen to make war munitions, clergy

w with his religious convictions. to bo
,f Mastic consciences, and while P tan(jards of

X-'S.a 0i tbe “ Prince of Peace,” bless the standara

Poor clergy 1 St. Alphege, which bM
the death of Rsv. Prebendary Na;■ ' * six, 

■ ' 5 w / 980 a year. The congregation 1 av® »mbent 
a deal of argument to persuade the in 

Cbl>mh that there is nothing in Christianity.

\> o r .
Sea t Z P°0t cIergy 1 G lancing  over som e recen t 
io  »on S 16 h ev . Canon C arr le ft £3.341, R ev. A. 
i'iS q o ’ - ? 07, G. K ing Irw in  ¿£3,958, Rev. E . 

'6t £3] 2-- ^ev‘ v*”0’” pn coe —-1 T>"* “  °s. E. Busly ¿£9,666, and Rev. H. C. 
usiness is quite as usual.

[' vc'0losi»t arnhridge Magazine, said to be a well-
Public tliai5 witbL tke approach

°f?̂ natiDp i l i u 6 28 likely an invasion off -Mitj j, to uo an mvctsiuii oi
• ar Edifn>.ln i 20 “ nnclean battlefields of Europe.”
,^Uui?8SDnr,jt0r o£ the Camhwj»»

seems 1
. Dot c n l .? ere jn a Friend behind Phenomena,

C-'tihtr^denl ' “““ u amonage Magazine remarKs, 
p8orii 8,2enas to overlook the fact that most

M ^  «His P‘e believe ~ x,...-— „ x , • ™

We do not know

_q q- ----o r n c u u  uomiiu jr,ut}iiomeiia<,
8h"j ''ill protpSf Ves that makes for Righteousness, 

■- ' Pethar,0 ». Vs against Bacteria and Germans,• 1 th„ irQanq „„ 7“ “gamaij rsaci 
' ^ditorPnf +f  mst journalists.
; 1 s tVi 7° Ôulrl u ---,vv' a iyj.utjwzvnv, uuu, n no ia
, i3 the ‘i p . bard to match for stupidity. Con- ha tirien  ̂” -•—  ..............................qti .'“Otr, /  ula nn).,. “ is responsible for the bacteria, 

S w ^ h p e f t 8 t0 Prevent the War, there

: • '‘«o ,"**',or of t'u—““ juuruaiisis." we ao not Know 
, - ¿7 he Wotqq he  ̂Cambridge Magazine, but, if he is

koto/1 did
.r?fib°Pein hi» ■’ VOUU UUD TT ttt, Ui-LOAO oocuia
lel amon00̂ . a8ency checking the consequences 

. *(, ° bl3 faithful servants.
loj^hror Wj]b

•‘•i; hpoi,6*. PctfidJ”! ba® announced that he will punish 
t8d, ot God ” j.’ ”u£ it will bo rememberod that he 

It. °tbetWiSQ j pUai®h England. Ought wo to feel

il8S > tla'1>1Ced th
With' uI-r' 9 0°rg° Moore is completing a 

h® virgin b‘ l,1ic£̂ en';s £n the New Testament.” 
•,,"V i lr'h should make a good sex novel.
iS V '^ a la
ri%h.̂ hd at 8>ven Mr. Bottomley the sanction

h’oto'86 fromU§8’ as wel1 as the praise of his 
ASMnit a quarter must indeed be

*

‘‘¡Si, " v “ rvev A rxr X  ' i uaIllUr muBK m utuu ue
u relic- °̂hr Pri' ^  • Gough writes to the Editor 

VeriiPe *coraPriaos the best part of the 
*0 y> ‘he righteous have their reward.'hi

%ti"hs o£
the London air-raid were, so it was

stated at the inquest, in the attitude of prayer when the 
Zeppelin bombs crashed into their house, They were just 
asking God to protect them through the night, when their 
end came. We hardly know which calls for the more severe 
comment—the barbarity of the German aviator or the care­
lessness (or callousness) of Providence. Probably the latter 
deserves first place.

The Bishop of Stepney, Dr. Paget, told a Christian 
Endeavor meeting that this War was seriously shaking 
people’s faith. 1! Ho had evidence on this point which it 
would be absolutely foolish to ignore. It had affected 
people who had never faltered in their belief before, people 
of education as well as those of the lower classes.” Even 
people of education are affected ! How sad ! Dr. Paget 
thinks the Christian Endeavor Society may save tbe 
situation. How stupid 1

A Presbyterian pastor of Portland, U.S.A,, has been asking 
the world that old religious conundrum, Why shouldn’t he 
lie and steal, etc., if he does not believe in a God or a future 
life ? This parson, the Rev. J. H. Boyd, seems quite con­
vinced that it is only the belief in God and a future life that 
keeps him from leading a bold, bad life, and we do not see 
how anyone can successfully contradict him. That is, so 
far as he himself is concerned. If Mr. Boyd says it is only 
his belief that keeps him from crime, we are willing to take 
his word for it. But we question whether the same rule 
holds good for other people. The New York Truthseeker 
asks Mr. Boyd whether he would undertake to confute a 
“ little four-page tract, entitled W hy Be Good? by Editor 
Foote of the London Freethinker ? ” We venture to think 
he won’t—nay, we are sure he won’t.

A headline in the Times, referring to the meetings of the 
Scottish Assemblies, was worded, “ Not By Bread Alone 1 ” 
Was this a delicate insinuation that North-Britishers eat 
porridge ?

Speaking at the Unitarian Association’s Meeting, Mr. H. G. 
Chancellor, M.P., said that “ Men were all children of the 
same heavenly Father.” A cynic might ask why Papa does 
not prevent his children from murdering each other.

Christians sometimes have lucid intervals, and the Church 
Times, writing on the subject of “ War Babies,” makes a 
significant admission when it says unchastity “ is a common 
and deplorable accompaniment of religious revivals.” The 
remark is true enough, so far as it goes, but the Salvation 
and Church Armies are more concerned with “ revivals ” than 
the British Army.

A great deal has been said since the War started about 
the inactivity of the Pope. It has been pointed out that he 
who stands at the head of the Universal Church has re­
mained practically silent amid all the horrors of the conflict. 
It would, of course, have been pleasing to see the Pope— 
merely as a man—denouncing evil wherever it occurred ; 
but, apart from this, the Pope appears to us to have played 
the same game of opportunism that every Christian Church 
has played on all critical occasions. How could the Pope 
denounce Germany when Catholic Austria is fighting with 
her ? What the Pope did was what other heads of Churches 
do in similar circumstances—he hoped the War would end ; 
which everybody hopes, even the Germans. He trusted that 
everybody would be guided by Christian principles—which 
all the belligerents hope, including the Germans. The Pope 
ladled out the worthless commonplaces that Christians are 
so lavish in dispensing. Of course, they mean nothing ; 
but, then, Christian professions seldom do mean anything.

How these Christians love one another! The Rev. F. 
Windley, a Devonshire vicar, has been girding at Free 
Churchmen, and said “ he did not love the Nonconformists 
a bit more than he did the Germans.” Perhaps this is the 
dear vicar’s playful way of admitting that he loves his 
enemies.

During a thunderstorm at Gibraltar a rain of frogs took 
place, according to the newspapers, which add that “ the 
ground was positively swarming with them.” It must have 
been like the lively times in the plague days in old Egypt.

According to the leading article in the British Weekly for 
June 3, it has been found impossible to maintain in the City 
of London, during this terrible time of war, a daily inter­
cessory sorvico. All Christians profess to believe in God
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and the efficacy of prayer; but so feeble is this belief 
that it has utterly failed to bring them together once a 
day to ask God to end the War speedily in our favor. 
This is a shocking state of affairs, since, as the writer 
of the article assures us, if there had been sufficient prayer, 
offered up with confidence, God would have given us peace 
long ero this. Consequently, it is entirely the fault of the 
Churches that fighting is still going on. God will let the 
savage conflict continue until he is urged, with sufficient 
frequency and by an adequate number of people, to put 
a stop to it. The wonder of wonders is, that anybody 
can be silly enough to believe in such a God; but there 
is considerable consolation to be derived from the fact 
that in London, at least, his so-called people are, in practice, 
thorough-going unbelievers in the efficacy of prayer.

In the same article, written presumably by the editor, Sir 
W. Robertson Nicoll, it is frankly admitted that, after two 
thousand years of the Christian religion, this world is so very 
evil, so full of sin and sorrow, that there must be another to 
balance it. The curious thing, however, is that both worlds, 
the old as well as the new, are the works of God. Now, if 
the old world is so very evil, so full of sin and sorrow, what 
guarantee is there that the new is any better ? Milton created 
two great poems, Paradise Lost and Paradise Regained; but 
every literary critic is aware that the latter is much inferior 
to the former. Is it not possible, then, that the next life may 
be even worse than this, both being the creations of the same 
Supreme Being ?

A defendant at the Southend Police Court, who was 
charged with stealing jewellery valued at ¿£20, said she 
had been to St. John’s Church and heard the sermon, 
which was very good. Another proof of the restraining 
powers of religion.

What daredevils the Y.M.C.A. officials are! They are now 
risking their lives in the fighting lines—at Purfleet Camp, 
where a large “ hut ” has been erected, and where “ ladies 
and gentlemen take their turn in providing concerts."

How hazy religious folk are in their ideas, Here is Sir 
Francis Younghusband saying that “ the religion which 
inspired the life of men like Nelson, Lincoln, and Roberts, 
must have something in it of supreme value.” Sir Francis 
appears to have forgotten that Abraham Lincoln was a Free­
thinker. And a cynic might ask him if Nelson’s religious 
inspiration was on tap when he met Lady Hamilton.

A Wesleyan minister, who has become an Army-Chaplain, 
has his pulpit filled by his wife. The Daily Chronicle adds, 
naively, “ and must preach her sermon and make up her 
accounts—just like a man.” Why should a minister of 
the Gospel be a business man ? Ay, there’s the rub ! 
Judas opened the first business account of the Christian 
Church, and his amount was for thirty shillings.

“ A Roman Catholic,” writing to the Referee, offers a very 
convincing proof of the truth of Christian revelation. Man, 
we are told, can only invent what he can understand ; but 
the Christian religion comes from God, and hence a great 
deal of it is above our comprehension. That settles it. If 
you could understand Christianity, that would prove it to be 
of human origin. As you cannot understand it—or, at least, 
parts of it—there is a plain proof that it came from God. 
And, presumably, the greater the absurdity, the clearer the 
proof of divinity. What a superb religion for knaves and 
fools.

“ Ministers Resign ” was a headline in the London news­
papers. It referred to some politicians; the Christian min­
isters, belonging to the Churches, stick to their salaries like 
Death to a leg of mutton.

It is rumored that army chaplains are shy of mentioning 
hell to the troops. Maybe they think it will remind the 
Tommies of their absent “ flames.”

The obiter dicta of bishops are worth noting. The Bishop 
of Sheffield says “ the ruthless and unscrupulous ferocity of 
our great enemy is the most bewildering and ominous fact in 
modern history.” If the bishop turns to the Old Testament, 
he will find a remarkable parallel in “ ancient history.”

Owing to the high prices of meat, the newspapers have 
been printing columns concerning the values of vegetarian

and fancy diets. So far, no one has mentioned 
examplo of King Nebuchadnezzar, who ate grass, 
to the still more illustrious personage who fed five 
people with three sardines and a bath bun.
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N O T I C E .
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Personal.

was not a German airship in the town. Nobody 
heard one, nobody saw one. The whole thing was a 
dream. Some people heard the distant gnns of the 
English machines chasing the Germans’ on their 
way to London,—many miles at the nearest from 
Southend ! Personally, I do not believe the Germans 
will visit this plaoe again. But I am no authority 
from any point of v iew ; and those who differ from 
me are perfectly free to do so with the utmost 
impunity. * * *

We had all better be careful, though in another 
way. England is drifting under Military Law. What 
else is the new Coalition Government for ? The press 
fares badly in the midst of such conditions. What 
with such treatment, and the inevitable result of 
economic action on the organs of opinion and pub­
licity, how can newspapers and other periodicals 
hope to keep honest heads above water ? One would 
rather not count those that have gone under. One of 
them has just succumbed, in spite of a circulation of 
two hundred thousand. It was a Labor paper too. 
Good old Freethinker! what congratulations it merits 
for surviving the first nine months of this awful War! 
May it survive all the rest, however long, with un­
abated vigor! * * *

I am glad to remember that I was editing my old 
journal when the War broke out, just in time to give 
it the right direction. The Freethinker does not join 
in the game of party politics, yet it does not allow 
that game to blind it to the greater issues of hnman 
society. i, .j.

This leads me to the President’s Honorarium Fond. 
Little as the Freethinker has suffered hitherto from 
the War in circulation (for it has no advertisements 
to speak of), the whole of the loss has fallen upon 
myself. No one connected with the paper in any 
way whatsoever has had his salary diminished by a 
single penny; on the contrary, a considerable sum 
(for me) has been added to the cost of production. 
I begin to be reminded of the time when the Presi­
dent's Holiday Fund (as it was then called) brought 
me in little more than I was spending in the way of 
dead loss on the paper through all departments. 
Matters improved afterwards and left me a trifle for 
myself, but all that has been ruined by the War. 
There is no certain income for me at present except 
what I am getting from this Honorarium Fund. It 
will therefore be seen that I am more than ever in 
need of it. I trust they will lend me their support as 
promptly as possible, so that I may not be driven to 
altering the size and prioe of the historic Freethinker 
in the war-swept theatre of “ civilisation.” H ) gives 
twice who gives quickly in such a case as this. Be 
prompt before the necessity beoomes too great, and 
the President’s Honorarium Fund has to be nsed to 
keep the Freethinker alive; for things are likely to 
bo worse ere they are better.

S 0>  passage of tw o Zep*
5,1 it to !®s,denoe at W estoliff-on-Sea. They 
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t° d0 eaient of such an experience was 
,N .  g ’>ke m w ,1? 6. st>bseqnent injury to a man 
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u'jto Ve left i  da residents and health- 
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°f fen ? S on ^he brain. They are under 
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’• thev ’ and the third v isit was sure 
br ^ent p 0u*d destroy the plaoe at last.

B “t it  w as all im aginary. There

As I am writing on Monday (Juno 7) and the bulk 
of my readers did not get their paper till Sunday 
(June 6), there has been no response, of oourse, to 
acknowledge. The £5 from Mr. Collette Jones was 
received by me beforehand.

I see by the Freethinker (fancy a poor editor having 
to say this of his own paper—where, however, it is 
very rightly found) that a publio dinner is to take 
place next Thursday (June 17) at the Boulogne 
Restaurant, 27 Gerrard-street, Wardour-street, Lon­
don, W., in honor of Messrs. A. B. Moss and W. 
Heaford, who both oomplete their forty years’ work 
in the Freethought oause. I wish I could be there. 
I have known them all that time, but my dootor for­
bids me to travel forty miles from home, so I must 
remain where I am, and dream of what others are 
enjoying. I hope there will be a crowd of them.

G. W. F oote .
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Sugar Plums,

In last week’s “ Personal,” Mr. Foote was made to say 
that he had the Bowman case in hand from 1898. What he 
wrote was 1908, which was the date of Mr. Bowman’s 
death. 1898 was the year in which the Secular Society, 
Ltd., was founded. It is a small matter, as it happens ; but 
it is as well to be accurate. Mr, Foote did not see a proof 
of his “ Personal ” ; hence the printer’s error was allowed to 
stand.

Mr. James Dani, in enclosing cheque for the Honorarium 
Fund, thinks that Mr. Foote “ ought to write strongly on this 
matter.” Well, he has written clearly, and that ought to be 
enough. People must be aware that carrying on the Free­
thinker is no child’s task, and that Freethought journalism 
can never, in any case, be a profitable venture. The plain 
truth is that some portion of the financial calls of a Free- 
thought journal must always be met from outside sources. 
For some years now the Honorarium Fund has done this. 
And the need for this Fund is greater than ever to-day.

We believe that over 200 papers have ceased to exist since 
the War commenced. It is with great regret that we observe 
the Daily Citizen is now added to the list. There was, and 
is, need for a newspaper that should be a little less of a 
commercial venture than is the average organ of British 
journalism, and other papers could have been better spared. 
But the disappearance of so many journals in less than a 
year will perhaps help our readers to realise the perpetual 
“ miracle ” of maintaining a paper like the Freethinker 
for thirty-five years. Party organs are, as a rule, pretty 
heavily subsidised, and even then there is great difficulty in 
making ends meet. The Freethinker has never been able to 
look further for support than its own circle of readers, and 
its continuance during all these years says something for 
their loyalty. One day the Freethinker may become a 
financial property, but that day is not yet.

A French correspondent in renewing his subscription to 
the Freethinker writes:—

“It’s always with satisfaction that I peruse such an inter­
esting paper...... I am afraid that when the War is over we
will have, in France, a religious crisis, or, to be more exact, 
a reactionary. For here Church business and reaction are 
always hand in hand, and mingle in a tendency of expression 
towards obscurantism and oppression of Freethought. And 
so I think that Freethinkers will have much to do in the 
defence of their opinions and liberties, and that for these 
future struggles your Freethinker will provide us with numer­
ous weapons against religion and fanaticism.”

We expect that all over Europe the forces of reaction will do 
all that is possible to reap advantage from the situation, and 
it will be well if Freethinkers bear this in mind. Indeed, the 
War itself is largely an expression of that general reaction 
which has been manifesting itself for some years, and against 
which we have repeatedly warned our readers.

We publish in another column an account of a rather 
drastic protest made by a member of the Lanark School 
Board against what he regarded as the surreptitious intro­
duction of religions teaching into the ordinary school 
lessons. We sympathise, naturally, with Mr. Leiper’s 
objection to religious instruction in public schools, although 
we are afraid that he has rendered himself technically liable 
for the damage done to the Board’s property—in this case, a 
school-book. Still, Mr. Leiper had protested in a perfectly 
proper and formal manner against what he considered a 
wrong, and from his speech at the Board meeting his protest 
had been ignored. If his present action has the effect 
of bringing the authorities to realise that to many people 
this forcing of religion upon children is a sheer outrage, we 
presume that his purpose will have been accomplished. 
There are timeB and occasions when such actions as Mr. 
Leiper’s have a moral justification even though they may 
be legally wrong.

Quite inadvertently, the name of Mr. W. J. Davidson was 
omitted from the list of Vice-Presidents who were elected at 
the National Secular Society’s Conference on Whit-Sunday. 
Mr. Davidson was elected on the motion of the Edmonton 
Branch, of which he is a very hard-working and esteemed 
member.

We shall not have another opportunity of reminding those 
who have not yet applied for tickets for the Moss-Heaford 
complimentary dinner that no time should be lost in doing 
so. The function is fixed for June 17, at tho^Boulogno

plication ¡:Restaurant, 27 Gerrard-street, Wardour-street, TV. 
are two shillings each, and are to be had on appjj0 
the N. S. S. Secretary, at 62 Farringdon-street. The ¡, 
modation is strictly limited, so that early aPP !oC* ¡3 i: 
necessary. We do not know what the exact Pr0°ra # 
be, but there will bo music, singing, and speeches, .f)
hope there will be a nood muster to congratulate^ ̂  ol 
veterans on their forty years’ service in the 
causes.”

Many happy returns to Mr. Herbert Burrows, wil0 
the age of 70 on Saturday (June 12). Mr. Burrows ^  ^ ¡g 
very strenuous life, and is now spending the yea 
retirement in working hard for all sorts of a.dvance _  
ments. And we are certain that they are all the be
the cleaner for his presence.

Considerations of space again compel us to (
next week another of the interesting series of ar 
tributed by “ Abracadabra.” We apologise to both t 
and his readers.

” ~™ JIri 0 
In reply to the note in this column last we0»' ffill t; 

Ivillick, of 27 Florence-place, Griffiths T o w n , ' ¡a P 
pleased to get into touch with other Freetbmke 
locality, with a view to active propaganda.

........ y

Under the title of “ The Righteous Judge,” tbo tW
Trutliseeker reprints the Daily Telegraph rep0 ys:— 
Bowman case. In an editorial note on the case i

“ The victory is accredited, first, to Mr. I ?0,̂ ' capa*,*e ̂  
forethought wag due the organisation of a sociey^  ffjc-
receiving bequest3 ; and, second, to Mr. Justice , ? « > 5  
opinion was given without prejudice. ,j0n t0 V
workers are fully deserving of this oontnbu  ̂ ¡jjs 
cause, and no American Freethinker will wit jjt, jo® 
gratulations. It ought to hasten the recovery ffkicb ^ 
from a rather serious physical breakdown 
ability to write and speak has been checked to j3 noH 
past, hut from which, it is gratifying to know, ybete&p 
on the road once more to health and strength. ¡¡ent "r 
Mr. Thomas Bowman, is one who deserves jong re03 
ment by the historians of Freethought, an 
brance.” _ ^  C o^

The Truthseeker also reprints in the same is®0® ^ gta t'ie’ 
article on “ Christian Teaching and Practice 
columns. Due acknowledgement is, of course,

 ̂ £2 c
An American correspondent, who has T(fa'°e

name, sends the following tribute from 'vla\ ecCbes ¡3 
Ingersoll, the occasion being one on which P^g ¿tiW 
being delivered by several well known men. 
taken from a letter to W. D. H o w e l l s ¡ { e

“ 1 doubt if America has ever seen anything ^6 its )(] 
i t ; I am well satisfied that I shall not live ^ jjoW 
again. How pale those speeches are in P B0“„« 
color, how blinding they were in the dehv

■ thing <
live to

again. How pale those speeches are m P 
cnlnr how Winding they were in the dehv ai„-, .¡v.

sing through my memory f x.
enchanted my ears. A . j6| uiw‘ ip

soil’s music will 
divinest that ever
see him, as he stood that night on a dinner- ‘saVen Jj , ¡i<\ 
flash of lights and banners, in the midst 0 pure 11 ¡.¡¡¡1̂ 
frantic shouters, the most beautiful human D bet e,V 
lived. ‘ They fought that a woman mign?  ̂ ble9S„tlie; m,« i~«ir 1:1-« «— hut. tJOi gSj ,vtThe words look like any other print, but, to syts fs3!' 
borrowed the very accent of the angel of ® ri3e t0. \\oK‘ 
in, and you should have seen that vast b° jjjgt }
and you should have heard the burrica their.er d' 
That’s the only test. People may Bh°û t t],e iua 
stamp, wave their napkins, but none 
make them get up on their feet.”

Just as we are on the point of closing tt**s ^  ^
Freethinker, we learn with the deepest re”r°(j[aljgb) ^  
of Mr. James Rowney, one of the old (Bfa {1je

worker1* *
and ^Mr. Rowney had been a very active .

thought cause for close on half a century, 
more affluent days, a generous supporter of ¡fi ^

r of C harles '

speaker
He was a staunch supporter of Charles Bra ^gjjt 0P ^  
of Mr. G. W. Foote. As a speaker on Free“ ^
platforms, Mr. Rowney was well known i° p
parks, and, although nearly 75 years of ag01 .̂0 
form of activity until within a few months 0 ^1 ^
some time he had been suffering from a v0r3̂  
and the end came on Tuesday, June 8. ^  
take place at Golder’s Green on Saturday 
3 o’clock.
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Science and the B ib le .-II.

“̂ hen ^ on^ nue^ from p. ,364.)
after Sunday, men who profess to be our 

-‘isthe horfl ^ “"Sousness, read out the statement, ‘ In six 
>V in 8 f»eayerl and earth, the sea, and all that

.\'iDS what jjj nnumerable churches, they are either propa- 
l.,'0o'T, to bp 1 ,m.ay easily know, and therefore are bo11"  ̂
j^tnral S(,_ al31»Iea 1 or, if they use the words in s

fall below the moral standard of the,, -yyseQ -r . — j ■LU,iA wcxuw uutj muruii suaiiuaru ui me
^ re% /iQrr?r '—P rofessor T. H. H uxley, Critiques 

•ft j, l878)-P- 271.
,;{P‘e3 by tbo^nf^  l»ave a religion that cannot be 
•e q . .. ntellect of a nation. It is unfortunate to

f e l t e d  by'gp„|1v,va a §00tl one or none- O ! my pity has 
iti, be paasa„ *ug these ministers endeavor to warp and

'■ Let ua*̂ 41118*' wk*ck every good and noble heart 
cited bv „ ?ve a §0°d one or none. O ! my pity has

i-jen.7'3 Peaces nT a • ? ullal8lera euueavor 10 warp ana 
?i'],Ce' These „• Scripture to fit some demonstration of 
";v H  are ,  i. evasions ! These solemn pretences ! 
HvJn? &e *n one way they give a different
lj3,a uayg. rp, rtls> and say the world was not made in 

\  s°ti,, Xhe rhf  Bay 1 good whiles ’—epochs.”—Colonel 
2Jhtt Dyin3 Creed, p. 18.
¿¡^°n of thQ̂ êrs Bible are devoted to a
: ;t’lnciadin£y Creai'i°n of the earth and ita popu- 

V ^8i all wifb^D’ a*so £ke 8nn’ î10 moon> aad 
Vi??ndred r lQ a Period of six days; and for 
> .“!;3 wag „60;ra J0ws and Christians believed 
V’lQaPired b tr?.e and litoral aocount of the 

e8, Prnfnô  ^od and oommitted to writing 
"Jaone of S°r ^ndrew White tells ns :—

btJ®Tal glasŝ Ht W‘ndows °f the cathedral at Ulm a 
left u e°naged in ainer kas represented the Almighty as 

6 d»vine hans6a*in® animals. and there has just 
!W  “atbess nn iS.an eleptant fully accoutred, with 
V i  Nations nn hoasings, ready for war. Similar 
•ha J* ea% nr;ij.i,e,af in illuminated manuscripts, and 

e’ the A, ! 5 b°ok«; and, as the culmination of 
• 4,-f! a i.ui' , ■y »s shown as fashioning the

n ’ *  ̂evident o£ clay and extracting from his
V *  ^ h; T  rt>thefirst

i°itray8^al8’ “ oae frequently reonrring
^ H l m;a—ji  m n 

a“a 1
ik'*1“8 the 1 M^«i\.Sni,f,or*a the 1 heaven above ’ and 

"‘W i eator’s v,„ l beneath.’ The furrows of thought 
(LQ,c°ntrivA ■ ?,W ,sh°w that in this work he i° 

^ knotted mnBP.Ifia nnnn liia ormlei
P.

0 *riti
»ft

^UUightv * u
, ^s.'■ kioon (¡5  , an form, sits benignly, making

^eut'wb; i atars. hanging them from the 
'? tk^s the 1 Pn,+<; \ 8UpPorta ‘ heaven above ’ and 
C*‘Sed t Bator’s \  1 beneath.’ The furrows of thought 
^  0 coujji r°w show that in this work he is 

is ’. . .  B knotted muscles upon his arms 
'!). ^  the pia. t o  toil, enjoying well-earned 

bs of the hosts of heaven ” (vol. i.,

^ ¡ob*0*11! ^  °k'ervG8 i—
h ? »n thean8jWkole oouception of the work of 
, 'te j: §bty w days it can scarcely be imagined. 
i?bjt of „Q?ed Hibi ; f e8(;ntcd in theological literature, 
6y, V s th atged and m tworks o£ alt generally, as 
^ > A aecounts ^ a rable Nuremberg toymaker. 
'ti-^bowl£etal exn.,4. 11 ®enesia were illustrated with 
Hv 5 Passaoe :n ?fsa > thus, in connection with a 
i ‘bg f a tailo, c tke sacred text, the Creator was
" • S 5 ‘het 8kiU nfV63 nee.dl° iu hand’ dhigently i'1”" . “easts into coats for Adam and

presented no difficulties to
tr . QCÍ|  ̂ ^

” kí*nds of nJjatiens presented no difficulties to 
th« !?1, l > P. 27) Middle Ages and Reformationjífctlb

ihe ara?°Prnieu3 and Galileo, no one 
:,V<.3 becJ r?th as t ^ 0rB °f Genesis contained

■! ¡#O i i®8an aril«? ° l’igin of fche nniverse-
k V ; ‘’ »tbeno ti0 e °f faith whioh it was

°hstr Q> aS Stran8S remarks -  
. ’ cht,v pt°grent̂ VQ ratnPart, against which the

now „7?. reason and all the battering- 
ti p5as It fa.k-r,-,1 .'w‘th passionate antipathy.

la â ! Cted into'3aWjth the Mosaic cosmogony, 
V N e  ^  ,a"uinHt ¡taeId°gma’ arrayed all modern 

Altr11 ̂ h ,
S omIísoi- 0lQts out, according to the

y ,, the ohaV*11 tabes place on the fourth 
\  6ady f 6 suq ges of day and night, incon- 

0t threo ‘ted, are stated to have taken
Moreover, the creation of

l\,u{ Spence, vol. i., p. 24. 
m  a,‘d the New, p. 17.

the earth precedes that of the sun by several days, and 
to the latter as well as to the moon is ascribed a subor­
dinate position with regard to the earth, while only 
casual mention is made of the stars: a perversion of 
the true relations governing heavenly bodies, unbecoming 
a divinely inspired account of the creation. A fact no 
less striking is the statement that God took no less than 
five days to create and fashion forth the earth, while 
for the making of the sun, the whole starry host as well 
as the planets—not such in the Biblical narrative, it is 
true, hut merely lighted candles—he allowed himself 
only one day ” (pp. 17-18).

Strauss goes on to remark that there exist theo­
logians, and even naturalists,—

“ who are prepared with all sorts of little nostrums for 
cases of this sort. That God made the sun three days 
after he had already made the earth means, according 
to them, that then for the first time it became visible to 
the cloud-environed globe of earth; and the days, 
although included unmistakably between sunset and 
dawn, are explained as referring not to days of twelve 
or twenty-four hours each, but as being geological 
periods, capable of being extended to any length that 
may be considered requisite. He, however, who is 
seriously convinced of the old Christian belief, ought on 
the contrary to say : ‘ A fig for science ; thus it stands 
in the Bible, and the Bible is the Word of God.’ The 
Church, and more especially the Protestant Church, 
takes this designation au pied de la letlre."*

This was the belief of Martin Luther, the founder 
of Protestantism. In his Commentary on the First 
Five Chapters of the Booh of Genesis, after remarking 
that St. Augustine plays in a marvellous manner 
with the six days of creation, considering them to be 
mystical and not natural days, h8 observes :—

“ What need is there to make a twofold knowledge'? 
And equally useless is it to consider Moses, in this 
beginning of his history, to speak mystically or alle­
gorically. For he is not instructing us concerning 
allegorical creatures, and an allegorical world, but con­
cerning essential creatures, and a world visible and 
apprehensible by the senses: he calls (as we say in our 
trite proverb) ‘ a post, a post ’—that is, when he says 
morning, or day, or evening, his meaning is the same as 
ours, when we use those term s; without any allegory 
whatever.”

With regard to St. Augustine’s allegorical inter­
pretation alluded to above, which has been seized 
upon with such enthusiasm by the reooneilers of 
science and the Bible, his interpretation had nothing 
in common with that of the reconcilers, but was 
more in accordance with that of the modern cranks 
who endeavor to discover future events by a study 
of the Book of Revelation.

The ancient Church Fathers were great at finding 
allegories in Soripture. Justin Martyr and Clement 
of Alexandria, in the first and second century, appear 
to have introduced this method from Philo. Origen 
reached the limit, for he discovered that the Scrip­
tures bore three meanings, “ the literal, the moral, 
and the mystio.” St. Augustine himself declared 
that “ the drunkenness of Noah prefigured the suffer­
ing and death of Christ,” and that the meaning of 
Noah’s ark being “ pitohed within and without with 
pitch ” was “ to show the safety of the Church from 
the leaking in of heresy.”} This mode of alle­
gorising was not devised for the purpose of recon­
ciling the Bible with science, for that problem did 
not exist then, but beoause the Bible, being regarded 
as the Word of God, was thought to contain hidden 
and deeper meanings than the words of mere ordinary 
men.

Before proceeding further, it will be as well to 
understand what were the ideas of the ancient 
Hebrews regarding the earth. The Rev. W. L. 
Bevan, in the article “ Earth,” contributed to Sir 
William Smith’s Dictionary of the Bible (vol. i., 
p. 468) has gone into this question with the following 
result:—

“ The earth was regarded not only as the central 
point of the universe, but as the universe itself; every 
other body—the heavens, sun, moon, and stars—being 
subsidiary to, and, as it were, the complement of the

* Strauss, The Old Faith and the New (1874),-pp. 18-19. 
} White,{The Warfare of Science, vol. ii., p. 299.
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earth. The Hebrew language has no expression equi- 
valent to our universe : ‘ the heavens and the earth ’ 
(Gen. i. 1; xiv. 19 ; Ex. xxxi. 17) has been regarded as 
such ; but it is clear that the heavens were looked upon 
as a necessary adjunct of the earth. Moreover, it 
depended upon the earth; it had its ‘ foundations ’ (2 
Samuel xxii. 8) on the edge of the earth’s circle, where 
it was supposed to be supported by the mountains as by 
massive pillars (Job xxvi. 11). Its offices were (1) to 
support the waters which were above it (Genesis i. 7 
and Psalm cxlviii. 4), and thus to form a mighty 
reservoir of rain and snow, which were to pour forth 
through its windows (Genesis vii. 11 and Isaiah xxiv. 18) 
and doors (Psalm Ixxviii. 23), as through opened sluice­
gates, for the fructification of the earth ; (2) to serve as 
the substratum (or 'firmament') in which the celestial 
bodies were to be fixed. As with the heaven itself, so 
also with the heavenly bodies; they were regarded
solely as the ministers of the earth.......So entirely,
indeed, was the existence of the heavens and the 
heavenly bodies designed for the earth, that with the 
earth they shall simultaneously perish (2 Peter iii. 10) ; 
the curtain of the tent shall be rolled up and the stars 
shall of necessity drop off (Isaiah xxxiv. 4 and Matthew 
xxiv. 29); their sympathy with the earth’s destruction 
being the counterpart of their joyous song when its 
foundations were laid (Job xxxviii. 7).”

The same writer continues, further on :—
“ With regard to the earth’s body, the Hebrews con­

ceived its surface to be an immense disc, supported like 
the flat roof of an Eastern house, by pillars, which 
rested on solid foundations; but where those founda­
tions were on which the 1 sockets ’ of the pillars rested 
none could tell ” (vol. i., p. 464).

Such is the painstaking and candid statement of 
the Rev. W. L. Bevan, a Hebrew scholar, in that 
highly orthodox and learned work, Smith’s Dictionary 
of the B ible; from which it appears, to put it con­
cisely, that the Bible writers regarded the earth as 
flat, like a p late; that the blue sky was a real solid 
thing, like an immense vauit, in which the sun, 
moon, and stars moved. Above this solid vault was 
heaven, also mighty reservoirs of water, which could 
be let down by means of windows, to water the 
earth or to flood it, as in the time of Noah. No 
other world, or worlds, were dreamed of by the 
Hebrews; the earth was the universe. The sun, 
moon, and stars were regarded as merely lamps to 
illuminate the earth.

Many apologists have substituted the word “ ex­
panse ” for “ Armament,” so as to get rid of the idea 
of solidity; upon which Dr. Samuel Davidson, the 
great Hebrew scholar, remarked :—

“ It is also an alteration for the worse to change 
firmament into expanse in Genesis i. 6, for the purpose 
of doing away with the idea of solidity. The Hebrews 
certainly believed that the sky was a firm, hard, ex­
tended vault; and the etymology of the word employed 
by the Elohist agrees with that opinion, for the original 
verb involves the idea of beating out, or expanding by 
beating, something solid. Firmament is an excellent 
equivalent to the noun ; expanse requires the adjective 
solid ; ‘ a solid expanse.’ The sentiments of the sacred 
writers about the phenomena of nature were those of 
the age they lived in ; and it is impossible to reconcile 
them with the scientific views of modern times.”*

Dr. Davidson was not only a Doctor of Divinity, but, 
such was his reputation as a Hebrew scholar, that 
he was appointed one of the Old Testament revisers 
of the Authorised Version of the Bible.

(To be continued.) W. Mann.

Poor Old Joe.

DAYLIGHT dwindled through the gloaming to the 
dark, and the stars shone, and the peace that fasoi- 
nates weary minds fell like an invisible mantle over 
the earth. Solemn quietude breathed deeply from 
the countryside, issuing its appeal to sensitive 
spirits. It was the time that men love and women 
fear, the time of the solitude of nature.

* Davidson, Fresh'Revision of the Old[Testament (1873), p. 102.*

Joe Foster’s mind became more and £ 
quieted as the shadows gathered. ^  h,«- 
narrowness of his room he paced to and fr°> 
ing ever more consoious that the walls flPPr0̂ ;: 
each other. His chamber was a prison 
he could not rest. Imagination, he thong®“1 j  
soon engyve his ankles and manacle his 
felt he must escape ; and " ' ’ J*■------~ ------- the wind, blowing|
the open window, seemed to welcome bis ae............................. -im. his ;»u‘"

list \*
A

he went out into the darkness with 
thoughts.

Joe was a doubter first, and 
Strongly religious, yet his mind was a bat 
which fought faith and doubt. He was w 
by all his acquaintances, conscientious, w* 
eager to help, tolerant, a man who mad js;1 
ohum, true and steady as a rock, and as 00 , 
perfectly made bell ; and yet, doeper 
acute than his fidelity was his dc 
unimportant happenings often meant

doubt. _ t y
for J°®’ \U U lU i^ U l V U I U U  U U ^ ^ U U l U g a  U 1 UUL1 *-*—---- . fl

and hoars of incomprehensible mental 0 b]jfce v 
believed; bat his belief, sometimes, w 
oalmness of a bay that had no landing-P c0$\t}'.

Invariably he studied the lesson bef° 
the meeting. It was his delight a n v a s ait- 
morning the delight had fallen into dn D 
falls into mud. When he arrived at ^
plaoe, he approached the reader ana “‘ ¡̂¡¡s, 
moments conversation previous to ^ aQVS0riil ^

,  „ .

Joe to  W P edi  “ Ifc against thei n i  'V® I  oat any portion of the Scrip}0*  p
t e  m’a lT 5* ^  theso ]essons are « t * #we may studiously read the whole of— ’* read“ Maybe, Maybe; but you can’t 
must pass them by. It would neverpass
these words.”

: I understand you, Joe, old maa>

do

I 0Û1¿eté

thoroughly ; but the spirit of God re.finf3,T
r-in onnwantif rtf nrovija f.llfl

--- r --- , ----„ ---------------- out it
Godly men, Joe. Are we of greateiv

to us the coarsest of words, the ng— 
the lowliest of actions. And sure y ^ 
compiled our lessons read them, . ^ t®  ̂
thought this too unseemly to bo t 
shipers, they would have cut it^o ^¡jorw

more religions thanit )
our lessons ? I oanU .0| i (

aH rig ffÿfi

they ? Are we 
who first spoke our lessons ?

A shade of pain passed over > 
friend hastened to add, “ But it 8 
honor your scruples and omit tbs " ><
reading.” ‘ rlJ1ly 8V ;

Joe heaved a sigh of relief, ana \0sso°,^\. 
friend’s hand. He knew, he felt, ;
cleaner by the removal of the obj ,j ¡.tf .J>. 
But his mind churned the niatt®* ^ b ^ . i  il>', 
brain became dyspeptic; and alway ' 
disturbed his thoughts fled to _th3 8°°'^  
It was the battlefield of his brain- „ 3jjgio® \ 
the life or death aspect of religi°a’ . 0 ¡#
fell by it. Of all holy belief it was  ̂ d 
destroy the idea of immortality 
of good and evil futile and paltry- 0e 
the God or the Devil of creeds. A 
tru th ; but his doubt was inoono ( P , 
faotory, shadowy, vague, and e1“ iDg P° j  
reasoned doubt; for all his i'8aS 0gv®r 
out desperately to fight it. J°.0. .  i 
the birth of this flaw in bis ffll 'g 
conscious of its ooming; and its 6
hailed with jubilant rejoicing 

And Joe went out into the dar
and returned, as be. A il**

K-
and their peace, and returned, ~aft, 
with the same sad silence in bis , ;

Every time he preached to bis 3e‘ j * 
rolved from his subject nJ»*1̂  

thousand and one incongruities,0.^  0( 
finmnn.rnfi'C’filv nn,»v • n.nH fiimP*lC ¡LaHr'.ei "i* 'comparatively easy ; and 1
scssed in abundance. Spiritaa* 
only with the life after death ; ’¡roib 
of this, his remarks would

f
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m°te'ithio •;
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* cy o8^era . vwuuimu,tiou db never ioudu. u iu er  
g Cear plain; tb is always m isty  and 

• ^iohhn 9 rQa-̂  an<d b o d ied  w ith a thoroughness 
fl5M - Waa ignorant; but unsuccessfully . He

PP1
1 in
rfA’ 
rists- »
ig ?br.â i 
leslti-L
is :sor="-

die* fj  
tiefi ;

lontfis; ■
ani g  

Jo0.b|

f p

■> >/£• 
«s»i*

tea9 
rvicn; , 
:ftl <et’

ea 9v

bin o!( ;: 
,ore' #

love to vehement self-argumentation on post- 
^¡e® life with the most blundering inconsistency 
Thor? everyone but himself. 

p j? “1« after death fretted him into a fever. 
Wh 0gloaUy ifc might have been reckoned a_ sur- 
-L'003 disease, that has its physical parallel in an 
• °Ped sex lust, the intermittent gratifications 
lidr. i ane only with the weakening of vitality.

hl® like the influence of a strong mental 
W -  B8fore it his quiet faith was tossed like a 
VuLff1 tlle teeth of an angry gale. Publicly on 

°r?  or in the pulpit, and privately in the 
•A i,,8 o£ kis own room, he debated the matter 
Sctiutn tnB8lf> He searched indefatigably in tQ0 
ti, * «ea for a confirmation he never found. Other

-¿ f,3,3 mnoh as one can, unceasingly .w iH ith e
•?, “°pe-destrovine result He meditated wiuU a 
? ffty th a t should have brought the pearl.tears 
S J J *  the eyes of the brass god ho o

foolishly and so nobly. .
Stuj ailmg were all his tireless efforts. T 'J 
«4?*. nsar unto him, as it oometh not to all 
^ '> and poor old Joe died a

faith and the doubt mingling pathetic 
tia worn-out heart and his weary mind.

R o ber t  M o r e l a n d .

Religion in the Schools.

or us :
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tt]0tln i A Drastic Protest.
•j:1 «a f i ? eeti“g of the School Board of Lanark was 
• r^r a£ the Grammar School. There were
•n^y. \i„ 'Jt' Ponton (Chairman), and Messrs. Leiper, 
if' i. 8hiri °̂ugall, Marshall, Shirlaw, and Wyatt, with 

(Clerk).
• .% r Ce8 °£ the Grammar School Committe co^  q£ & 
.>5^° a complaint by two teachers of th marka on 
: ; W  adm§ hooks by the writing of certain r 
% > •  The Committee, after considering the man 
- i the circumstance to the Boar • . 9 com.
■Si, , ‘Qt 'was summonod, and he laid th

¿ t o * * « *
convener of the Committee, explamed^^tha^

" H i * \  keen defaced while in the p 1 tko books. 
hi4 Cuth ,LeiPer- Someone had written n  ^  Board.B 
v6"' Wbtr, Ut,ed- a defacement, and, accordi g , o „00a. It 
'"'ht  ̂ ^kook was defaced, it had to b ■ 0 inatmc- 

> C > r d  to say whether they eh°n} * J ^ n t be re- 
Party responsible for the defacement 

M l ^ Z o o i t h e  dama

g j g y r s s * » " *
ge.

h
Writtnv)” '; iu;'u and admitted that he was the 
The-» i.-°.n the books. The books had not.1 'runI ,-nft . —- Ktsv'AO. AUC uuuno litbu uuu

3  v  d havQ kad really been corrected—edited, if 
V* Vh i ^Qch ,n’ 0r censored—but not defaced. Tho 
^ C ‘S wJ , or° valuable now because much more 
«3 hL v ■ Bo 3 ha7° keen had they not boon anno- 
i i \o  • teen .... *°ttinded the Board that when free

W *
»««v

i 9V;

& f t

'w'^, tr, RCCl When vUIl;u tlJe children were to get. He 
d in 0 got hold of some of tho books his 

3  th^hinZ “uem a great floul rtf tirliof Vin nollorl mid.

s$
éif ¡J.
%
' ê ,

$

'•k giayiA tue rioara trian wnen iree
¡ .th e  nat ed *t had been expressly agreed that 

L.C ‘he b00k r° o£ religious instruction should bo 
’¿/ad, t kad when u Ich the children were to get. He 
'»î aa f at!d in ¿v “Q got hold of some of the book 

S the atcking. ^  a 8reat deal of what he called mid- 
.a”ienti0Q ey were not up-to-date. Ho had 

" .¡'lion rf" QPon Nj 0 Board to that, but bis motion 
it^ion^Partment ° kud also written to tbo Scotch 
î Hain kackto t h i ? 3 the Department sent tho com- 
f  .i3 c'hiu a PreeH ■ ,ar '̂ Of course, it had been sat 

akin„ to bo +. hanker, he certainly was not going to 
\  * Ittoul QP on0 what he considered to bo incor- 

b;Bia Passat,,, V10 books—a history reader—Mr. 
•rkot? that •°ti°al far-t^kich ho alleged was not in accord- 
'!>ita tfi nt ?? siviv,.. At tho committee meeting he hadV » o f  giving';,lnZc,U!e commit!

a& t j 0 Edni ;.ual lesson they wore contravening 
“ '■ Ho onni 0n (Scotland) Act. From his point

bo-' ms “-hr,,,!- -a.-«— i— i------ ^of i\.u°°ks .about editing tho books, and ho 
ÿ , 3 .  Jkey wem”ai?'. By giving the instruction ho 

tJksoïS' ko Act of back tho hands of the clock
&?, W S h ,. 872 expressly provides against any

k'aiot* held • 31fatl to explain to the Board that 
y' kad be ‘“ kis band, and which Mr. Leiper 

the first one interfered with. The

way this matter had been discovered was that a child who 
had succeeded to the possession of the book in the ordinary 
course was seen crying. On the teacher asking an expla­
nation the child pointed to the writing and indicated that 
he was frightened he would be blamed for it. The first 
marginal writing was in pencil, but the second one was 
in ink. The Rector wished him to say plainly that none 
of these books were used in a religions sense at all. They 
were used as readers pure and simple. Having submitted an 
example of a lesson to which Mr, Leiper had pat a marginal 
criticism, the Chairman denied that any non-Christian per­
son, or even a Mohammedan, could object to that lesson on 
historical grounds. Anyone who objected to what the books 
contained could take other measures than those which Mr. 
Leiper had adopted, and he (the Chairman) for one could 
not tolerate this sort of interference of which they com­
plained.

After a passionate scene between Mr. Leiper and the 
Chairman, Mr. Fenton moved that the Clerk be instructed 
to write the parent of Harold Leiper and ask him to make 
payment for the books damaged, and in the event of his 
refusing, that legal proceedings be taken to enforce it.

Mr. MacDougall seconded.
Mr. Leiper moved the previous question, but got no 

seconder.
The motion was thereupon declared carried.

—Hamilton Advertiser, May 8, 1915.

The Gods in Doubt.

T his War of Empires puts the Trinity 
Into an awful fix, for don’t you see 
That Germans, Austrians, Turks, together call 
On one good God who is the Lord of a ll;
While British, French, and Russians also claim 
The help of God the Father just the same?
So what on earth to do the gods don’t know,
And that is why tha War is lingering so 1
Now Churchman, Nonconformist, wilt thou say, 
But honestly, what God must do to-day ?
Tell him whose arms to crown with victory,
And Heaven’s Victoria Cross must fall to thee. 
But this essential must your vote contain:
Justice to all, or else 'twill be in vain.
0  Christian brother, surely it is true 
That these appeals to God in war from you 
Are foolish as the everlasting cry 
That rings from all in pain across the sky.
For pain and sorrow never, never cease,
But everywhere and evermore increase.
Perhaps the heavens are empty, or else why 
Should hurricanes like this come sweeping by ? 
Forget the gods and fight, if you must fight,
As men, and not as puppets in a fright;
For even your omniscient Trinity 
Cannot decide upon the victory.
Then leave God out, that is the only way ;
Be strong to win, and leave the weak to pray. 
The War will fall again unto the strong:
May England to the winning side belong.

J ulian St. Obey.

Obituary.

Secularists in and around Lancashire will regret to learn 
of the death of an ardent and courageous Freethinker in the 
person of John Edward Broadbent, in the seventieth year 
of his age. The Secular Burial Service was read by Mr. 
Charles Pegg, of Manchester, at the Greenacres Cemetery, 
Oldham, on May 3, before a large gathering of his relatives 
and friends. His earnest work in the cause of Freethought 
will long be remembered. To hia widow and family we 
tender our sincere sympathy.

Tho deepest sympathy was extended towards Mr. J. W. 
White, of Mary-stroet, Stanley, on the death of his only 
child, Master Morris Whito, which took place very suddenly 
on Saturday, May 29. He was buried in the Stanley Ceme­
tery amidst a large company of all classes; for his father 
was held in great respect in the district. The burial service 
by Ingersoll was impressively delivered at the graveside by 
Mr. N. Richardson, of Choster-le-Street, and was well re­
ceived. Everyone was deeply touched, and many were the 
expressions of sympathy offered to Mr. and Mrs. Whito in 
thoir sad bereavement.—R. Bell.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Eta.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday 
and be marked “ Lecture Notice ” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
I ndoob.

South P lace E thical Society: 11, Herbert Burrows, 11 My 
Seventy Years of Life : Change and Growth.”

Outdoor.
B ethnal G reen B ranch N. S. S. (Victoria Park, near the 

Bandstand) : 3.15 and 6.15, C. Cohen, Lectures.
Camberwell B ranch N. S. S. (Broekwell Park) : 6, Stephen 

Hooper, a Lecture.
otK ingsland B ranch N. S. S. (corner of Ridley-road) : 7.30, 
W. Davidson, “ What Infidels Have Done.”

N orth L ondon B ranch N. S. S. (Finsbury Park) : 11.15, Miss 
Rough, a Lecture. Parliament Hill: 3.15, L. B. Gallagher, a 
Lecture. Regent’s Park : 3.15, W. Davidson, a Lecture.

West H am B ranch N. S. S. (outside Maryland Point Station, 
Stratford, E.) : 7, Mr. Finch, a Lecture.

LATEST N. S. S. BADGE.—A single Pansy 
flower, size as shown ; artistic and neat design 
in enamel and silver; permanent in color; has 
been the means of making many pleasant 
introductions. Brooch, Stud fastening, or 
Scarf-pin, post free in Great Britain, 9d. each. 
Exceptional value. Only limited number in 
stock.—From Miss E. M. Vance, General 

Secretary, N. 8. S., 62 Farringdon-street, London, E.C. 
N.B.—Note compulsory slight advance in prices.

THE LATE
CHARLES BRÄDLÄUGH, M.P,

A S tatuette  Bust,
Modelled by Burvill in 1881. An excellent likeness of the great 
Freethinker. Highly approved of by his daughter and intimate 

colleagues. Size, 6J ins. by 8f ins. by 4J ins.
Plaster (Ivory Finish) ...

Extra by post (British Isles): One Bust, 1/-
3/-

two, 1/6.

Thk P ioneer Press 61 Farringdon-street, London, E.C .; or, 
Miss E. M. Vance, Secretary, N. S. S.

All Profit! to be devoted to the N. S. S. Benevolent Fund.

America’s Freethought 
T H E  T R u I F h ”  S B E £ BE

FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT, 
CONTINUED BY E. M. MACDONALD, yf? 

G. E. MACDONALD — — — — ?oS^'
L. K. WASHBURN „  „  „  EditobiW' ^

Subscription R ates. J.0*
Single subscription in advanoe — *** i.jj
Two new subscribers .
One subscription two years in advanoe •** 6

To all foreign countries, except Mexico, 50 oents I> ^  a* 
Subscriptions for any length of time under a Yes ’̂ (¡¡me. :

25 cents per month, may be begun at W  ^  (f 
Freethinkeri everywhere are invited to lend for ” 

which are free.
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, W| n

Publishers, Dealers in Freethougbt /> , l-
62 Vesii Street, N*"

Determ inism  or Free
By C. COHEN.

It sued by the Secular Societ'Ji Lti-

suWe
A clear and able exposition of t*16 
the only adequate light—the light of e

CONTENTS.
AI

I. The Question Stated.—II. “ Freedom” and
C o n Z T aeSa' ,DeIibera“on, and ChoicA.-lV. 6 ^

q ences of Determinism.—V. Professor ¡faro6 , 
of ResDfT °f b)eterminism-”-V I . The Nature and 
of Respons.b.hty.-VII, Determinism and Character" 

Problem in Determinism.—IX. Environ# 66'

PRICE ONE SHILLING ^
(Postage 2d.)

T he P ìoneer P ress, 61 Farringdon-street

T H E  S E C U L A R  S O C I E T Y
(LIMITED)

Company Limited by Guarantee.
Regietered Office— 62 FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.O. 

Chairman of Board of Director»—Mx, G. W. FOOTS. 

Secretary—Miss E. M, VANCE.

e#i
T his Society was ormed in 1898 to afford legal security to the 
acquisition and application of funds for Secu’ar purposes.

The Memorandum of Association sets forth that the Society’s 
Objects are :—To promote the principle that human conduct 
should be based upon natural knowledge, and not upon super­
natural belief, and that human welfare in this world is the proper 
end of all thought and aotion. To promote freedom of inquiry. 
To promote universal Secular Education. To promote the com­
plete secularisation of the State, eto., eto. And to do all such 
lawful things as are conduoive to such objects. Also to have, 
hold, receive, and retain any sums of money paid, given, devised, 
or bequeathed by any person, and to employ the same for any of 
the purposes of the Society.

The liability of members is limited to £ 1, in case the Society 
should ever be wound up and the assets were insufficient to oover 
liabilities—a most unlikely contingency.

Members pay an entranoe fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent 
yearly subscription of five shillings.

The Society has a considerable number of members, but a much 
larger number is desirable, and it is hoped that some will be 
gained amongst those who read this annonneement. All who join 
it participate in the control of its business and the trusteeship of 
its resources. It is expressly provided in the Articles of Associa­
tion that no member, as such, shall derive any sort of profit from 
thn Society, either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in 
any way whatever.

The Society's affairs are managed by an elected Board of 
Directors, consisting of not less than five and not more than 
twe’vs members, one-third of wbrm retire (by ballot) each ynrr,

ua* GeÏ Ï > f / . .
• e c e i ^ Z i^ :but are capable of re-election. An Annu , 

members must be held in London, to r 
new Directors, and transact any other bui f 

Being a duly registered body, the See  ̂
can receive donations and bequests w ^
Those who are in a position to do goOjety'0 *'ppP 
donations, or to insert a bequest in theit ^  eS> t>,4
wills. On this point there need not be fl0e s t lietfl$ 4  
It is quite impossible to set aside such o 1 oh1* t .<
1__ ____ ,J„ _____ .1----nvnr in 1 ¡)9a

are

0e
. l /

have no option bnt to pay them over - . 
administration. No objection of any 
connection with any of the wills by w 
already been benefited. p0flr /

The Society’s solicitors are Messrs. , ¡rf
Rood-lane, Fenohuroh-Btreet, London, p'

A Form of Bequeit.—The following is t9torfl 
bequest for insertion in the wills of f / p
“ bequeath to the Secular Society, L*m . 9 ci°A lKl-‘
“ free from Legacy Duty, and I direct tn ^
“ two members of the Board of the said » it*6 <■ 
“ thereof shall be a good discharge t0 ' ifirJ
“ said Legacy.” t6i  l*fl fjtfy *

Friends of tho Society who have r0(?61?.0tif? %Vv'fi or who i ‘ ”  -* 13 *—«.allV n /w* .A6.A
the fact
(if desired) treat it as strictly connaoi.—- . iu°- t 
bnt it is advisable, a3 wills sometimes 
their contents have to be established by
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^ tional  s e c u l a r  s o c i e t y .
3, President : G. W. FOOTE.

a,,y ■' Miss E.M. Vance, 62 Farringdon-st., London, ÏÏ.O.

5 P riaclp les a o à  O bjects.
'CL4sISM teaoheg that conduct should be base on reason 

isfei. led80. It knows nothing of divine guidance or 
u106 ’ ^ occludes supernatural hopes and fears ; it 

itQtji .aPP®eBs as man’s proper aim, and utility as his

[» J>larisni affirms that Progress is only possible through 
leeVg}' ^bich is at once a right and a duty ; and therefore 
Ho,.? teinovo every barrier to the fullest equal freedom of 

Secnii a.ĉ QU’ an<l  speech.
D tu«r l.®m declares that theology iB condemned by reason 
toilBit ticma' and by experience as mischievous, and 

Secnla *S historic enemy of Progress.
accordingly seeks to dispel superstition! to 

¡t education; to disestablish religion; to rationalise-•Illy, i — » uiaoacaoiisn religion; mu rationalise 
ferial 'well^°-m0*e Fsace ■' *° dignify labor; to extend 
^  Nple. ‘"®a8 i and to realise the self-government of

& * ■ « ,  i .

fe
'̂ iog äeoi 10 .Agible as a member on signing the

totT68 Myself' -ioia National Secular Society, and 
'tootijg ¡jg admitted as a member, to oo-operate in

--
4idr,<*»

R a tio n

•**••• day of 190

■'uoy v 4e8, tc
Ï S  a?1“! 0“8 °.n

»■i’1? to Christian or
as

Uat‘d

^»Declaration should be transmitted to the Secrc.aty

'!^ eSQadPa minimum of Two ShiUings P6 1 to 
g t o  is left to fix his own subscription acoomi « 

“̂ wis and interest in the cause

kt Immsdlats Prastlcal Objects. t Free_
■* c px “ r ‘

_  -  S ' 1« ® - -

of the Blasphemy Taws, 
be canvassed as freely as other subjec.s, w 

Jto r} or imprisonment. , tb0 stateV ia !i‘5Sl,ablishment and Diaendovnne
^*? Eoglana, Scotland, and ̂ -aleBand Bible Readingk toJS,boa o* ah Religious Teaching and B ' ported

V S ta ts01 °ther oduoaticnal establishments supp
' i s f e e g  of an endowed educational institutions to the
,} s  AW of all classes alike. , nse
"< toaJ tgation of all laws interfering Wit ¿j the
r f o l  °l tho purpcBe of culture and recreation , ana

^ V  &  of State and Munioinal Museums. L.bran ,> ̂ «aUerw-
tniT'OïJa 
to ,j8st]

ortos.
01 thelC u !e *or‘ w L  “ «riago. Daws, especially to secure 

\  p4ty of _ aQd and wife, and a reasonable liberty
^ * 5 3 ? ^
( A  taav i?* -k° l°8a! status of men and women, so 
t,,5* to  „ °tioa oi °,1?deP°ndent of sexual distinctions, 

vtof?,6ed of tv,„ dren from all forma of violence, and 
t t o  ‘abor. 0E0 V7ilo would make a profit ont of their
S f e  a iQŝ f a l l  her^H o..iOQ̂t 8PlS?lt

n ;ys oj ?l?vement.
Vitos „ J life [n y aH just and wise means of the oon- 
y t̂ogs, 8tl,l  citiQEj VJe masses of the people, especially 

It too 'v? 6r° insanitary and inoommodiouB
‘Vi6,torw.diseaa > ct °Pen spaces, cause physical
:V  V  it̂ °̂ l°n of f.uafl4 deterioration of family life.

’ > » a l  anT  n 8ht and - ------
b > ^ n ^ tection C°a0mi0al

hereditary distinctions and privileges, 
antagonistic to juatioe and human

1;la , Ik u 0{ tu V uoiioriorusiou ui luum y m e. 
t v atJn° ilght and duty of Labor to organise 
‘to • toawtootect,-. eo°noraical advancement, and of its 
V ?  C  ^ o n  ofM,ln. 8n0h combinations. 

!?‘w > S l > a W f  .Idea 01 Reform for that of Punish- 
tolV oj °f brut r  criminals, so that gaols may no 

iitoba°ai. ^Vsicai . ‘Isat‘on, or even of mere detention, 
S N t o  “faioC' m.telle°tual, and moral elevation for 

°f thn Wl̂  anti-sooial tendencies.
.\  5totoJlGat£n^r,oral law to animals, so as to secure 

0, i 1-1 and legal protection against cruelty. 
ati0n . 8ac0 between nations, and the substi- 

■ *0:* 01 Wft* in |jje gettlomeni of inter-

FREETHOUGHT PUBLICATIONS.

L ib e r t y  and  N e c e s s it y . An argum ent against 
Free Will and in favor of Moral Causation. By David 
Hume. 82 pages, price 2d., postage Id.

Th e  Mortality  of t h e  So ul . By David Hume. 
With an Introduction by G. W. Foote. 16 pages, price Id., 
postage |d .

An  E ssay  on Su ic id e . B y D avid Hume. With 
an Historical and Critical Introduction by G. W. Foote, 
price Id., postage id.

F rom Ch r ist ia n  P u l pit  to Secular  P latform .
By J. T. Lloyd. A History of his Mental Development. 
60 pages, price Id., postage Id.

Th e  Martyrdom  of H y pa tia . By M. M. Manga- 
sarian (Chicago). 16 pages, price Id., postage id.

Th e  W isdo m  op t h e  An c ie n t s . By Lord Baoon. 
A beautiful and suggestive composition. 86 pages, reduced 
from Is. to 3d., postage Id.

A B e fu t a t io n  of D e is m . By Peroy Bysshe 
Shelley. With an Introduction by G. W. Foote. 32 pages, 
price Id., postage id.

L if e , D e a t h , a n d  I m m ortality . B y Percy B ysshe  
Shelley. 16 pages, price Id., postage id.

W hy  Am I an  Agnostic  ? By Col. E. G. Ingersoll.
24 pages, price Id., postage id.

B ib l e  St u d ie s  a n d  P h allic  W o r sh ip . B y J. M. 
Wheeler. 136 pages, price Is. 6d., postage 2d,

U t il it a r ia n ism . By Jeremy Bentham. An Impor­
tant Work. 32 pages, price Id., postage id.

Th e  Mist a k e s  of Mo s e s . By Col. E. G. Ingersoll.
Only Complete Edition. Beautifully printed on fine 
paper. 136 pages. Reduced to 6d., postage 2id.

Th e  E sse n c e  of E e l ig io n . By Ludwig Feuerbaoh. 
“ All theology is anthropology.” Büchner said that “ no 
one has demonstrated and explained the purely human 
origin of the idea of God better than Ludwig Feuerbach.” 
78 pages, price 6d, postage Id.

Th e  Code of N a t u r e . By Danis Diderot. Power­
ful and eloquent. 16 pages, price Id., postage id.

B io graphical  D ictionary  of F r e e t h in k e r s —
Of All Ages and Nations. By Joseph Mazzini Wheeler, 
355 pages, price (reduced from 7s. 6d.) 3s., postage 4d.

A P h ilo so ph ic a l  In q u ir y  Co ncerning  H uman
L iberty. By Anthony Collins. With Preface and Anno­
tations by G. W. Foote and Biographical Introduction by 
J. M. Wheeler. One of the strongest defences of Deter­
minism ever written. Cloth, Is. ; paper, 6d., post Id.

D e f e n c e  of F r e e t h o u g h t . By Col. E. G. Ingersoll. 
64 pages, price 2d., postage Id.

B ome or E e a so n  ? A Eeply to Cardinal Manning. 
By Col. R. G. Ingo.-.doll. 48 pages, price Id., postage Id.

PAMPHLETS BY C. COHEN.

An  Ou t l in e  of E volutionary  E t h ic s . Price 3d.,
postage Id.

Socialism , At h e is m , a n d  Ch r ist ia n it y . Price Id.,
postage id.

Ch r ist ia n it y  a n d  Social E t h ic s . Prioe Id.,
postage id.

P a in  a n d  P r o v id e n c e . Price id ., postage id .
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FIRST SERIES.
Fifty-One Articles and Essays on a Variety of Freethought Top'05, 

302 pp., Cloth, 2s. 6d., postage 3d.

SECOND SERIES.
Fifty-Eight Essays and Articles on a further variety of Freethought

302  pp., Cloth, 2s. 6d., postage 3d.

These two volumes contain much of the Author's best and raciest writings.
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