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, At hckhead has an ambition capable, if you
4! tsuffidently, of running to the infinite.

—English and French.

,a BtOfy concerning David Hume with which
">K mer8 of thG Freethinker will be familiar, but
SmeU bear retelling. During 3 visit to Paris,

ter. . dlidinner with a number of the group of
et_a\/\ho}t.)e_oan-le famous as the encyclopaedists,
<|* @urning on religion, Hume ex
nBiar §¥W ther there were a J real Athejgis
(«atepce. He was quietly informed that

Th! half-a-dozen of them. atmlioation
K.vaé't&%ﬁg r(1)f %Wé “»tl)')icﬁéJ ofo uhnrr TR 0>to
EEnﬂSla'iS 10 profess the same " himself-

160 ®orprise when an Atheist pr never

»li
N

IO say that doubt and surpr ~ . oa
wben’ the Atheist is found poaching”™ &

'»ijL8 Preserves to the extent of -tte(j and
feciSOfenee. Then his Attaeum is adm ~
_ But if the Atheist is a good ma
(}\%‘)“'% 'f to speak of him g5 4 « Atheist so-
) ft 8 oay that he is a Christian without
Xﬂ’.@ thus keep up the pretence of the
di? “euinei8m- And it is extremely probable that
efn-©LE R this pose for so long manypndave

~ ¢ B’ttenthat it is a pose, and a08tion of
te> ent article in the Times raises N tbe

h{“/{],\c of Atheism-ana, incidentally™ »
»1) eram-in r— lls for a word
\ &]é;?]r&men? ~Af rBni4t stl'm%t&gn France “ the
Pogple jn J?%e fabulous rarity ” that “ he is to
on to’nHP /' and follows this up with a
: Noi e3R8 ¢ itive” an nega-
% .ou?ém' of fhg mor%ospres%ntly.dAt p%e-
“it t\}%ingr-éog whether it_is_the case_that_the
% ,!80 are mmtaon In France than in England ?
{S a Maro °re ~eclared Atheists in France is
JdbA/Tea down0130™ census Borne six millions wrote
ftO - ed Whptkas Atheists. In England, it may
\yu°r 0 mhlion would make this open
Bet Ait 8 diffoy 18 11188 80? How are we to
178f elsta ir, MO~ 10 it because there are
@ a0liQ * Engiand ? Or is it because there

@0e Channg GiP re88l°n bere 111011 011 blie °tber

?ystjng"ttl‘?@ i ? d1®8 the question carefully can

" Qertaio, F18the true answer. In France,
. - - . g — more
v ici . nipdh reIg 1 FUGIBNE v
;> ldptobS!Ue?t has a habit of seizing the
Nt arrf?ai Once*whether it be in religion
‘a%a j |§ ving seized it, is not lacking the
tUi> e Wyh| ar'! practice, ktook at Pranoe

thi» J“ere 10 nothing remarkable

J'isd baa" 8 scandal. Any other country
' ”L&d most countries have ox-
it T 8andals. The noteworthy faot
*&tjbgm alfjge had a Dreyfus scandal, but that
S settled other matters along with
(*ve INK had ocourred in England,

he  ?een plenty of people to have

,niured party, and so far as he
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was concerned, we may say confidently that his
injuries would, so far as was possible, have met with
redress. But there we should probably have stopped.
Not one Englishman in a thousand would have re-
flected that the wronged man was a mere incident,
a symbol of something greater and more important;
and we should have found, after the affair had been
closed, all the old machinery and institutions that
were responsible for the scandal just as they were
before it opened.

The French mind worked differently. To it Dreyfus
was a mere symbol. It recognised the challenge and
the menace of the Church. It was a challenge, be-
cause behind it lay the strength of the Church as
against the strength of the Secular State. It was
a menace, because if religious influence triumphed,
secular progress would be arrested for generations.
In England we should have found soma kind of
compromise, a something-to-put-in-its-place piece of
legislation that would have been solemnly and pre-
posterously ineffective. The French accepted the
challenge. In a little over a year it took a Church
that was hoary with age when our own Church was
in its infancy, a Church that was older than the
French nation, and had never ceased—save for a
brief few years—to be in close alliance with it,
and disestablished it. It led the way amongst the
“ Great Powers” in establishing a Secular State.
Other nations will follow, sooner or later. To France
belongs the honor of leading the way along a path
that probably every responsible statesman in Europe
knows all other nations will one day have to follow.

It is because the French mind possesses this quality
of directness, and of practicality, that French life is
without the number of compromises that distin-
guishes life this side of the Channel. In England
we are still tinkering about with Cowper-Templeism
in the nation’s sohools. When English statesmen
had a chance of settling the religious question once
for all, they lacked the courage to do so. They pre-
ferred a compromise; and after forty-five years’ ex-
perience of the trouble caused by it, and of the
injury done to education by it, they are still busy
at the same game of passing new compromises, or
Bwearing by the old one. The French settled that
guestion in the only way in which it ever will
be settled. English people say this is beoause
the French do not understand the value of com-
promises. Not so; it is because they understand
their real value that they realise how useless they
are in many directions. They see that some com-
promises give nothing to the cause of national pro-
gress, and everything to the forces of reaction. And
they realise that however bitter the fight, it is better
to have it, and be done with it, than to compromise
along lines that spell national inefficiency and dis-
aster.

Atheism is probably but little less common in
England than in Franoe—that is, the frame of mind
for which Atheism stands; but professed Atheism is
not so common. Of that there can be little question.
In Franoe, if a man does not believe in a God ho,
with rare exceptions, calls himself an Atheist, and
the matter is ended. In England, there are half-a-
dozen aliases under whioh he may disguise himself.
He may call himself an Agnostic, or a Rationalist, or
a believer in “ Ethioal Religion,” or he may—more
commonly—say nothing at all about it. And he will
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not only nse these aliases, bat he will protest with
all the vigor and expression of horror of a sincere
Christian accused of the “sin against the Holy
Ghost,” if anyone dares to suggest that ha is an
Atheist. Stranger Btili, he will defend the use of
these aliases on grounds that a French thinker
would meet with a lifting of the eyebrows or a shrug
of the shoulders. People, he will say, do not like such
a term a3 Atheism, or they consider it offensive, and
therefore some other term must be found that is
acceptable. He does not realise, apparently, that
it is his duty, not to give the people what they
like, but to teach them to like the right kind of
things; and that by pandering to the religious world
in this manner, he is helping to perpetuate the very
mental faults he should be most anxious to destroy.

This aspect of the matter was well put by a very
shrewd observer of English life.* The writer says,
in order to illustrate a characteristic of the Euglish
mind:—

“ Huxley said somewhere that though offensive and
coarse, Atheism shocks the English; Agnosticism, a mild
Atheism which clings to forms, neither offends nor con-
vinces them. A single and very simple objection upsets
this doctrine and its arguments. ‘It is not practical, it
has no present application ; we are pledged, the neces-
sities of life concern and occupy us.'....... The majority
of the English are unconscious of this little inward
monologue; their faith is protected by a sort of cant
which cannot be analysed nor abruptly displaced.
Moreover, the two thinkers, who in France would have
been professed Atheists, have been particularly careful
to avoid disturbing the traditional beliefs of the public
to whom they address their writings in the hope that
they will be read to the end. John Stuart Mill inter-
prets his Positivism in such a manner that the question
of the spiritual world, though eliminated from science,
is still a subject of legitimate speculation to those who
have a taste that way....... He believed he could con-
ciliate the majority of his compatriots by this conoes
sion....... Still more characteristic was the manner in
which Herbert Spencer treated the idea of God when
he encountered it on the summit of his metaphysics.
He endeavored, with characteristic insistence, to show
that the God of evolution is infinitely superior to the
mechanical God of Paley....... It was a strange necessity
which compelled him to set up, not only for himself, but
for others, an absolute, substantial, and more or less
individualised Being, which could be adored, and to
which religious people might raise temples and altars.”

In France, Mill and Spencer, with other leading
thinkers, would have been called Atheists. No one
would have thought of them otherwise, and they
would have been thought none the less of by the
unorthodox world on that account. Their being
oalled Atheists and their recognising themselves
as such, would have bad a stimulating influence
upon the crowd of lesser heretical writers who now
adopt some alias or the other, and also upon the
religious world itself. The Times is quite correct
when it says that “ Because Atheists, positive and
militant, are not uncommon in France, we must not
suppose that we are therefore a more religious and
believing people.” We are not. We are not more
religions; we are only more timid in our thinking,
and less honest in our speech. We garnish our
heresy with hypocrisy, and excuse our intellectual
timidity with the plea of expediency.

[To he concluded.) C. Cohen.

“ The Task of Joshua.”

The Rev. Professor David Smith, D.D., devotes his
Correspondence Column in the British Weekly for
May 27 to a discussion of an inquirer's difficulty
to justify his slight connection with the War in
the face of the teaching of Jesus to do good to
them that despitefully use you and to love your
enemies. This inquirer has been “ compelled to
pause and think of two Christians meeting face
to face in deadly combat on the battlefield,” and
says that it troubles him sorely to be placed in

* Emile Boutmy, The English People.
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such a position. Then h9 asks, “Am JL jJ
in being where | am, in the light of God8
The Professor answers him thus:— Ip
“ Pray dismiss your scruples. Thank @3 ~»
are privileged to be where you are, and ®
strike whenever you have the chance, and *
and hard. | envy you your opportunity. 1
last August have | been tempted to be rebels®
the accident which maimed me in my boyb°° rjbleW
me to bear an active part in this great ana te
of the Lord. | would joyfully sacrifice all tha j ffGt
to be with you now, and if | felt otherwise»
account myself a traitor to our fathers’ God. n
It is noteworthy that Dr. Smith cheris  q;
ferocious, warlike spirit in the name of i*18, 3
God. It is as a believer in that Divine r glit
servant of the Most High, that he regrets_nis
to take his full share in the task of kill10?. " &
mans. He even glories in his brutal disp°3d 0 #
is quite convinced that the Highest sbareai ™ »
he reads in his morning paper that the A ~e
won a glorious viotory, he is the happiest® /j-j

S

United Kingdom. Asked to reconcile t . r§t
attitude with the precepts of the Gasps* tj.
tells us that those precepts are not re jOW

all; that they do not apply in the lex™j Bpi
existing situation; and that even if Cessit’f
%to the God of enrTAtlkrs wi¥ 1j
our settmg them aside. The truth is>
present moment the God of Jesus has1,06 p rOfes8r]
in favor of the God of Hosts, and the X
perfectly right in calling the latter our m rOndij
because Christians have b6en the greates
of war in history. Eusebius informs 08 ~
the Emperor Constantine was in prayer °eQiinti
to Rome, about noon, as the day w»8 it~
flaming cross appeared in the sky wit jjjstou il

“In this conquer.” During most of its g,
Christian Church has worshiped at 1 gifi-3
Jehovah, and utilised the Cross as its mos
symbol. . fi3a

Dr. Smith is unfair as well as feroc roQty. <
unfairness flows naturally from his 1®
inquirer is deeply pained by the @inde”™'/tV
“ two Christians meeting face to face i at3
bat on the battlefield,” but the Professor ~ 03
in the present conflict, such a suppos8
practical. Ho saysi— J0oy 11

“ Think of the torture of Belgium) fbc P
of France, the North Sea fishermen, N oggiy
is not war ; it is not assassination ; it 1 N
it is open devilry, and no Christian co  gd¥s,”
in it. If there were aChristian inal*pgvd i
he would fling down his arms. It *s 1 n(j ca>F8j
angels incarnate that we are fighting, a gQA*
is worse than folly; it is disloyalty 1 n
Christ. The task of Joshua is ours.’ } &
“ The task of Joshua is ours." Wbatw»9 0_)o
a task of utterly unscrupulous destr°® r
entered town after town, and city "Ote.p
razed them all to th9 ground. of JOrl
And the city shall beaccursed,b
are therein, to the Lord: only Rab»“ bdﬁ'l
live, she and all that are with herin ... )
she hid the messengers that we ,
OeteMy deddolEd all tMad Whe iH
and woman, young and old, and ox,
ass, with the edge of the sword.”
Here is another record :

1 So Joshua smote all the counwj "mspr
the south, and of the vale, and of t™ ~ et\ja

their kings: he left none remaining, “U

all that breathed, as the Lord God .ofl ngaa
The Book of Joshua abounds—with V> UV
sacres of men, women, and children, “ [y
living things. Joshua’s task was to a (

the seven nations of Canaan; he was Ny
out of existence, making no covenant *

showing them any meroy; and this, fiK
dares, is to be the task of the Alii03

War. The Germans are the enemiQ03 °* si
people, and complete extermination ® P

just punishment. Listen:— Ok
“ The task of Joshua is ours, &d ~“da
appear, the Mosaic code is the only
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Aadij”?OW3 ? od's remedy for the iniquity of tho
Sy 1, *ab* rémedy now f°r a worse iniquity.”
peet Q 8reverend gentleman has allowed his judg-
es withare/ be fats of his temper. His wrath
\ach with8Y?11 " e3aaitiy that he cannot weigh his
7eeptiftie  * rosa”™ that he makes statements in-

sobstantiofish. He describes the

P N the Germans as
ngtj%mS mi,ﬁvl\?ﬁ:gr?trﬁgteghr?stlan could nave a
iSties,, 0 urgos the Allies to commit similar
Juid, He an exPre88’vn of loyalty to God and his

j £ofWants us to imitate the cruel warrior of
the jatnent> and treat the Germans as Joshua
fird v nations of Canaan.

with Dr. Smith, not because he is

(H%QrdmO]_‘lB’\ _ Germans, tint beoanse he advo-
4@ 2§ in honor of cur loving Heavenly
Kristian/ , “or of the world. He tells us that

attribnf5 **ave a band in the blood-curdling
L8t anwa fk wmiser'8 army and navy ; but
/jk® lsreelifc8 deeda qMifce as dark were done
toat h0i,:08 tbe express command of Jehovah,

ic cotf186™ *s exhorfiillg his readers to regard
m i Gemn 993 0Qiy remedy for the iniquity
The torture of Belgium, the

Sifiicir x?(\gB of Pramce, cand die osinking wf Jthe

'*h6afeto'9 « ~tbhe Germans are not Christians,
>'3 ratiano them hip and thigh because we

Snoh js the Christian—-wisdom-~that

from the Presbyterian College at

f im i g ours, Jehovah was a man of
5&% andwh Was Bi§ 8orvant, who only did his

I |(Be¢rgm 080 Nask-*f-extermination was bloody
i'dDrTs’ the Christian God is defined as
CMsto’ *8 b*8 ordained minister, whose
ey &t arliti Gospel of _peace, which, in

°rtradiefo 6' Ae, "’ot only ig“0108. bnt posi-
c!Bdands ai " Qthis he Professor by no

fef~en a,r OE)- The overwhelmlng majorlty of
N eet3or ~th h few ma
't 2 Fhovi¥s AT ks GOR G Bopd of

admit tbat « ¢he Sermon on the

of Int® practice there could be no war;
Aw*Q@of em afflrm that it containsno con-

legislate  Fr. Smith maintains that Jesus

« °r na.tious and states, but for indi-
N ct 8aid>" Love your enemies, biess

for tho™09" ~° S°od to them that hate yon,

JUMF nn@l *™ despitefially use you, and
il“j daj ~tend the words FHe of
JermWho* nor to be taken literally even
they did apply. The case which

\Hﬂ_lﬁl oonfn” \8 tha,t of an individual subjected
SeiZ °tligatorv 9 this extent they are ab-
if»&es™er an/’ trust I have grace enough
.M W@ °bey them if | were insulted or
thatJ9808-sa”’ “ ~ 88ist not evil,” he

tre ' °rthat / t)abiro outrages were not to be
h5°1? re88'oni injustice, or the torture

it v tifiQfilifn nre pre [13) be qrufe‘ﬂry
K« disputes the saying bears

Dr. Smith is of oplnlon that

G wt&ia@ﬂvrotruth ia pssailed, when innacenes
J 8ijjo “tligatin auss8 trampled down it is an im-

\M {» ree|8fcd not of m hood but of
e iﬂlqtﬁy—wﬁh—eva‘y

o ot o ol
vAth 6 founa . 6 agree; but such a doetrine
- 6 In the Sermon on the Mount.

S a*8 anti. pK°®-Q.0i the Friends, in whose sight

h0|eT®f Weh Pathan and anti- ‘human.  Their
ik Je@B8erary ago decline to enlist, beoause

&inN5v- P; y and love his law more than

thA's 02/8m full jFd EabertB- who< though a
&l ItaCdoc W o1l harmony with the Friends on

a8 A ilita-v ~ at “ eyen under the very best
tgrllg‘t are n/00ea%ity requires the use of

thei ture, d
fioae R gAL o low—unless,

\\fl htf histles.
AHAdi ﬁlﬁt ét%orr]ntinES'Eeerg 1speak or write

"I|g|QR1919 aFPar°nt it'becomes that
Is of no account whatever in
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the lives either of individuals or of nations. Its
ministers have no message that comes home with
power to the minds and consciences of the public;
and on almost every question of national and inter-
national interest they invariably show their lack of
true insight and understanding. As a matter of fact,
nobody knows what Christianity ia or stands for;
and when a trainer of young preachers tacitly admits
that the Gospel of Christ is no remedy for the evils
of the world as crystallised in the present War, and
claims that we must have recourse to the Mosaic
code and employ Joshua's methods, we need no
further demonstration of the foolishness of preaching
and the political blindness of the Church.

J. T. Lioyd.

Famous Freethinkers I Have Known.—¥.

Mbs. Harriet Law.

The pioneers of all movements have had to tread
“ the steep and thorny path ” that leads to progress.
Sometimes they stumble; often after they have wan-
dered through the thick undergrowth of the forest,
bruised and cut through their perilous adventure; at
length they emerge into the open fields, only to be
met with further obstacles, which they bravely en-
eounter, and, in the end, come triumphant to the
goal for which they have so diligently and persis-
tently fought.

The pioneers of the Freethought movement, in all
ages, have had a most arduous task. A man or woman
might commit all the crimes of the Decalogue and be
forgiven by their fellow-Christians, but if either of
them dared to call in question the truth of the Chris-
tian faith, nothing but social ostracism and cruel
persecution awaited them at every turn.

I remember the mental anguish | suffered when it
first became my duty to announce to my dear mother
that | could no longer believe in the Christian faith.
My mother considered that “ much study had made

me mad” ; and she thought that in time, with kind
attention, | should return to the fold. But of course
I did not. | was prepared to face my father, and my

other Christian friends, and argue the matter out
with them, but it grieved me much to wound my
mother’s feelings.

But if this was the ease with a strong, self-willed
young man like myself, how much more painful must
it have been to Mrs. Harriet Law when she first had
to sever her connection with all the Christians with
whom she had been working, and break the news
gently to her sorrowful parents.

Mrs. Harriet Law was born at Ongar, in Essex, in
the year 1832. Her father was a farmer and refresh-
ment contractor, but through reverses in business,
the family migrated to London. Harriet early in
her career joined tho Baptists, and became a strict
and ardent Christian, of the eeot of which the famous
Charles Spurgeon became tho bright particular star.
Harriot was so conscientious in her belief that she
would neither work on Sunday nor let anybody work
for her. Indeed, she carried her conscientious scruples
to such a point that she invariably had cold dinner on
Sunday, and slept at night in an unmade bed. While
in this state of religions fervor she was moved by an
irresistible impulse to attend some Freethought lec-
tures at Philpot-street Hall; her object being to
attempt to convert the “ Infidels” who were carrying
on their propaganda at this hall. In this building,
on various oocasions, she opposed Mr. George Jacob
Holyoake, Mr. John Watts, Mr. J. P. Adams, and
other Freethought advocates ; but she found to her
dismay that after eaoh attempt to win the Free-
thinker over to her cause, she lost ground, and
had to discard, one after another, some of the most
cherished beliefs of the Christian faith.

It was here, at this old Freethought hall, that she
first met her future husband, Mr. Edward Law, who
was at that time a Christian, and who passed through
a similar experience before becoming a pronounced
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Freethinker. | first had the pleasure of hearing
Mrs. Law in 1876, at the Hall of Science. She was
then a fine, well-built woman, slightly over forty
years of age, rather small of stature, with a strong
face, a massive head for a lady, and a most impres-
sive personality. She was a very finent speaker,
with great natural talent, and had a wonderful com-
mand over an audience. She also possessed a re-
markable memory. | have watched her as she sat
by the table on the platform listening to an opponent.
With her head resting on her hand, her elbow on the
table, she would listen to a speech of a quarter of an
hour’s duration in opposition to her lecture without
taking a single note, and then reply to every argu-
ment advanced against her position, without missing
asingle point. Further, she had acquired by practice,
the art of stating an opponent’s position more clearly
than he was capable of putting it himself, and her
knowledge of Bible texts was simply marvellous. If
her opponent quoted one passage of scripture in
support of his argument, she was invariably able to
guote another to upset it. She was also very clever
in exposing the frauds of the Spiritualists of her day.
She did not, however, lecture very often in London,
but spent most of her time in the provinces and
Scotland, where she was well-known and much
appreciated. Her daughter, Miss Alice Law, who
has supplied me with many of the details of this
biographical sketch, informs me that her mother on
several occasions lectured in the Free Trade Hall,
Manchester, to very large audiences, sometimes as
many as twelve to thirteen hundred persons being
present. Here is a quotation from the Grimshy
Herald of March 1, 1867 :—

“ If a flaming meteor had appeared in the firmament
it would have caused just such amazement as was
occasioned by the visit of Mrs. Harriet Law. Scarcely
anything else occupied the minds of the people; it was
the burden of conversation in almost every house, in
every street, and of almost every couple you met. Night
after night, until the course of five lectures was com-
pleted, the excitement increased. The Oddfellows’
Hall was crowded, and great numbers crushed and
struggled together, unable to obtain admittance. Eve-
ning after evening, for about three hours on each
occasion, did Mrs. Law make her daring attacks on
religion, and triumph in discussion, unexhausted, and
ready for further contest.”

The life of a lady Freethought lecturer in these
early days was particularly strenuous and fuil of
adventure. On several occasions she was subject to
attacks by Christian mobs; sometimes a stone
thrown by a Christian bigot would smash the
window of the cab in which she was riding. At other
times she was hustled and assaulted by the mob ;
but in all oases her courage and self-possession
brought her successfully through the ordeal.

Moreover, she always stood firmly to her purpose,
and returned to the charge; and finally succeeded in
getting a hearing and inducing the Christians to
abandon their uncivilised and barbaric practices.
Well, that was something to the good. She could
not, however, civilise them altogether ; but she was
able to demonstrate that many of them in practice
were a great deal better than their creed.

Mrs. Law was always a militant Freethinker. She
said what she meant, and meant what she said.
Here are a few of the titles of her lectures:—“ Who
is on the Safe Side—Christian or Freethinker ?”
“ Jesus and Mohammed; or, Cross and Crescent,”
“Is the Bible a Good Book?” “ A Secular Sermon
from Matthew: ‘By their fruits ye shall know
them,”” “ The Lions of Science and the Lambs of
Theology.” Mrs. Law was especially clever in debate.
Among the gentlemen she debated with during her
career were the Rev. John Campbell, M.A.; Mr.
Turpin, secretary of the Bible Defence Association ;
Mr. J. H. Levy, a Freethinkor and a writer on the
staff of the National Reformer ; the Rev. W. Stephen-
son and the Rev. R. Shepherd; and many others.

In the early 'eighties Mrs. Law became editor of a
Freethought journal, called the Secular Chronicle,
upon which I had the privilege of becoming a regular
contributor. Many other well-known Freethinkers

THE FREETHINKER

JUNT 6

wrote occasional articles, and the paper
useful information of the progress of Free ™ d
Societies in the provinces. After a ioof
strenuous effort, Mrs. Law retired into
and, when the end came, died as she baa i
confirmed Freethinker. And when we rg,,
praises of the great heroes and martyrs o! |
thought, we must not forget the splenaid .
Mrs. Harriet Law, for undoubtedly she s ~
seeds which to-day are producing g°°“ lgidx
making the path smooth for the rising _gelC
Freethinkers in every part of Great Britain.
ARTHUR B. ® 5'

The Fourth Gospel.

Who was the Writer? «bi

In the series of articles, some time agp» 0 H
Gospel History a Fraud,” | could find si

for one paper on the Fourth Gospel- aJad;
of course, insufficient to demonstrate the ~ f
character of that Gospel. Taking 18 \cH
“ Christian Apologetics” for a short ti ' j«
propose to deal a little more fully with

jeot, more especially since | find increasing it
that Biblical critics either ignore or flat i
possibility of such a fraud. . 0 poSl

In commencing an examination of

Gospel the first question to decide is'~a0j e,
the writer ? This question is, however, d® atjtic;
asked than answered. According to ortb® &y lijj
the writer was the apostle John, who, theypel'0 j
to a very advanced age, and wrote bis G j
last decade of the first century. by m
based upon unreliable statements nme<v_J

the so-called “ fathers” of the Chore ymp,
not commence until after the year A =, jgd(.
earliest reference to the “ Gospel of Jo . ~io=m

by Theophilus, Bishop of Antioch (A.D-1
in one of his Lettersto Autolycus” &nog
e and so teach all the spirit-bearing ft0,
whom, John, says, ‘In the beginning wa9 ;Jod
the Word was with God, and the Word

This writer does not, however, say po°F
named was. The first that ascribe .g jreh
Gospel to one of the followers of Jestl
(A.D. 185) who says:— iso
1Mnhie, the discigie) of thw Lorch whbf®ggeel
upon his breast, did himself publish a  j*us,
residence in Asia......The church in .tbfUi;
by Paul, and having John remaining a f] ISjes®

anently until the time of Trajan [AD,,-a” (iFte

witness of tho traditions of the apost - n
i.1; fii*s. 4) , bO, fiRy 1
According to the latter statement, » a f

arrived at man’s estate in ~  Writer9»T /
seventy years after that date. kn*wa;
time of Irenceus, as might be expec i®n/
about the apostle John. We are H

that when at Rome in the reign of , of
81—96), John was placed in a cam  etafe
oil. The fire under the oauldron, IJ N\dxiJ ci
kept up until every drop of oil ha

and when tho vessel was empty_J° ~
unharmed. Domitian then, pero ib. f.

attempting to put the holy John

him to the Isle of Patmos, where n
the emperor's death. The absolut (ft
narrative is vouched for by Tertu

who says: qﬂ_\A&
poured forth all their doctrine alon# Jjis Jy
where Peter endures a passion =]
where the apostle John was first P isl® it
boiling oil, and thence remitted «° j!

(Prescription Xxxvi.).
The Church historian Eusebius (A;'~e ®jenf
that the apostle John was bead 0 ft®y ay
Ephesus during his later years, and
he was shown copies of the 0 1
which, after reading them, he au
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g/\Vct?fvtVncomPletO and being Pressed by the
to write a Gospel himself, did so,
) order to supply their omissions (Eeol.
Bdi¢'; /A ~h*8 statement is taken seriously by
tiecap riNN083>who assume without evidence that
igj V¢ Hcal Matthew, Mark, and Luke were written,
_480F?,ns0 *a tbs churches long before the last
e first century. This, of course, would
tewHf tne 880 bad the Gospels been original and
xyt!ﬂiﬁ apostoelie: but no traces of a Gospel of
te it :°an kO discovered prior to AD. 180, and
@epminV °t a canonical Gospel, but one of a
lage ko [m 6 ~P 0—®*s» the writings from which
itisthnrs -n  tbe canonical Gospels was derived,
tdd hav SInP]ly impossible that John the apostle
wlived? 8en the three Synoptios, even if he
ti‘w jOP taa beginning of the reign of Trajan.
Radith D suPP°sed apostle, is stated to have
?ftten yerman; 80 that to ascribe to him a Gospel,
W n"? good Greek, is manifestly ridiculous,
|Sh | f" »8 that very few of the Palestinian
acquired the art of writing in
< ‘joeetinl0186™ toeing almost the only exception.
'@dnB H) 08 Wa® an educated man beftoeeeom-
& e stady of that tongue, not an illiterate
ories, the elaim made for &g
16ajv ° 1Btog ahsurd to be seriously considered,
u i pnn0) tjjen) ¢jje ponrth Gospel was
the apostle is the statement made

whinK c8ntury and a half after the death of
Chriufi Batement is repeated and amplified by

W n. %I: Wr(l)]Eers lis ( 80
noti ~&n°p Of Hierapolis (a.d. 1 150) knew
€D 2°OL the QBBQH@ JoKn having written

. be had been told by a presbyter

ylhl* h (who was named John) that

agwritten “ the Sayings”—probably the

$- &EIEIQB on the Mount”—and Mark a
I_

D<150) quotes or refers to a large

VytiOnar e?ts i circumstances found in the

(Ja®took jP,G"08Ias given by Matlbew amd Mi#ok;

L i6ApHj e trom what he calls the “ Memoirs

V- mndS ~oes n°t appear to have ever
as—  °urth Gospel. In one place, however,

’> as Jnjér' tbero was a certain man with us, whoso

fr 1Y h\/nUn gk ot ¥ Aposti®d of Tt Whey Bd-

i tiverg.. _delation that was made to h.lm,, ihat the
P gtaletti ” °(I§H’|h 5% Wekb¢ dwell a thousand years in
SraQok Of bgae 81).

4 etttV ? 9vhhation waR written by a Jew of the
M,’\I') refera f Ay “ John the Essene.” Justin
Jed hPo, 0~ aa tbe only book known to him
.. Ra8Qi.P8or*h0d to John, “ an apostle of
__t ting the teaching of Jesns, Justin

uud &
(1 a 70 aophiafod»10' 86 .attcrances fell from him, for he
Thia @h 14). bis word was the power of God”

*5 ~ig~.~miahea further proof that Justin

Iad th t “ Gospel John.”
hé8coulff °n”™ rambling discourses in that
o eav'~tigh b'Q¥ ~ave caHdd them * brief utter-
S A i jn XTI8 8tat9ment describes accurately
Sermon on the Mount, many

it 3looted.

p'®sn, "nUn? ~aPlas>it should be stated that

it that a that bishop’s book before
taken fr°me the matters contained in

and nfu™ the Gospel according to the
if161°t0 lotat!!QL from tradition, and that he
Epistle of John."
alreaj “ ebow8 that the Fourth Gospel,
..th be written, was on the way,
‘C > 08t oh0O-hand8of "he church at Bphiu,,,,.
sPeInf\;ﬂDaB tacts in Biblioal oritioism is

ﬂb@m wiJohg" ani the<ERistle ef J@hﬂ"
sg ,)s'ga. 0 same hand, or were excogitated

,  -"be Fourth Gospel is a work of

< "Gy @e»- an™ waa written by a Gentile
~s k_ Irfl0 of Papias: the only person

any knowledge who was likely
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to be the writer was Papias’s friend—the Presbyter
John. Assuming the latter to have been the author,
he thought it safer to place the Epistle in eireulation
first, and gave his friend Papiaa a copy. The latter
bishop was just the sort of man—* of very limited
nnderstanding” Eusebius says—to be utilised by on9
who was perpetrating a literary fraud. In neither
the Gospel nor the Epistle is the name of the sup-
posed writer mentioned: the ascription of the Gospel
to the apostle John was accomplished by simply
adding the title—" According to John”—the disoiple
of that name being of course implied.

Even when the forger makes a personal appeal to
his readers (xix. 85, xx. 81, xxi. 24) h8 is careful to
avoid giving his name. Had his fraud been dis-
covered, his plea was ready: he had merely made
a copy of an anoient document which he believed
had been written by the apostle John. The following
are allusions to the supposed writer of the Gospel:—

John xix. 35.— 1 And he that hath seen hath borne
witness, and his witness is true.”

John xxi. 20, 24.—“ Peter turning about seeth the
disciple whom Jesus loved following....... This is the
disciple which beareth witness of these things, and
wrote these things.”

From the last paragraph (xxi. 20—24) we learn that
the Gospel was written by “ the disciple whom Jesus
loved.” The question, then, is: Who was this dis-
ciple? And is it a fact that Jesns loved one of
his disciples more than any of the others ? Search
the first three Gospels from beginning to end, and no
such fact is discovered—or even hinted at. It istrue
that upon several occasions Jesus permitted only
Peter, James, and John to accompany him; but it
is nowhere suggested that he cared for one of these
more than for the other apostles. For this absurd
statement we have no other authority than the
forger of the Fourth Gospel—who does not even
say who this beloved disoiple was. How, then, was
“ the disoiple whom Jesus loved” known to be John
the apostle ? Simply because it is stated that this
disciple was the writer of the Gospel (xxi. 24), and
the superscription of the Gospel is “ According to
John.” Erase the title, and the writer is unknown.
This remarkable statement reads as follows:—

“ This [i.e., he whom Jesus loved] is the disciple
which beareth witness of these things, and wrote those
things: and we Tcnow that his witness is true.”

Now, so far from this passage establishing the apostle
John as the writer, it shows conclusively that he was
not. John the apostle would have no need to make
such a statement. He would be known to the whole
body of Christians in Asia as the last surviving
apostle and eye-witness of the Gospel events, and
this fact alone would suffice to cause his book to
be everywhere received as history. Presented to
his own church at Ephesus, copies would be made
for the use of ail Christian churches throughout
Christendom. He would have no need to write:
“ This is the disoiple which beareth witness of these
things” ; nor to ask the presbyters of Ephesus to
add: “We know that his witness is true.” These
two statements were evidently meant to influenoe
readers who were disposed to question or deny the
apostolic authorship of the book: they could there-
fore only have been inserted by a forger who had
palmed off upon the church his newly written Gospel
as a copy of an old document of the apostolic age,
recently discovered, bearing the title “ According to
John.”

Again, if the apostle John had written a Gospel
and had delivered it to the oburoh at Ephesus,
that church would have been in possession of one
of the greatest treasures in connection with the
Christian religion—an original MS, written by the
hand of an apostle. Suoh a treasure, after copies
were made from it, would have bsen carefully pre-
served by the ohurch, wrapped up in lavender, and
exhibited with holy reverence on special oooasions.
But no original MS. of a Gospel has ever been seen
or known. These mythioal doouments existed just
long enough to have had copies taken from them, and
then disappeared for ever. No Christian “ father"
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has ever set eyes on one, nor even heard or known
of any one who had seen one. This fact is of the
deepest significance, more especially when we bear
in mind the durable nature of which MSS. were
composed in early times. We have at the present
day two MSS. that were made from copies of the
Gospels in circulation in the fourth century, and
another MS. made from a copy in the fifth century.
Yet the original MS. of the “ Gospel of John,” written
near the end of the first century, was never seen by
anyone who lived or wrote in the second century, as
was likewise the case with the other three Gospels.
Copies, and copies only, were seen from the very first.
The original MSS. of the Gospels are like the plates
from whioh the religious impostor, Joseph Smith,
wrote the Book of Mormon. No living person ever
*

Baw one of them. s e e )
Abrad¢aldabra.

Freethinkers in Council.

The N. S. S. and “ Two Disasters.”

The Annual Conference of the National Secular Society was
overclouded by the European War, and by the absence,
through illness, of Mr. G. W. Foote, the leader, who had
presided over its destinies for a quarter of a century.
Despite his long illness, however, Mr. Foote has done
notable service to the Freethought cause during the past
few months, and this was endorsed by the Conference on
Whit-Sunday at the Queen’s Hall, London, when Mr. C.
Cohen, one of the ablest of Mr. Foote’s lieutenants, presided,
and the following resolution was proposed by Mr. A. B.
Moss, seconded by Mr. Victor Koger, and carried unani-
mously :(—

“ This Conference desires to place on record its sense
of the profound importance to British Freethought of
the decision of Mr. Justice Joyce in the recent lawsuit—
The Secular Society, Limited, versus Bowman—and
desires further to congratulate its President, Mr. G. W.
Foote, upon the triumphant vindication of his foresight
and skill in devising and founding a Society which
promises to overcome the financial obstacle that has for
so long retarded organised Freethought propaganda.”

In proposing this motion Mr. Moss pointed out that Free-
thinkers had been robbed by Christians for very many
years. A deep debt of gratitude was due to Mr. Foote for
the extremely able manner in which he had helped Free-
thinkers to the full rights of citizenship. This was seconded
by Mr. V. Boger, who said that there was still a severe fight
in front, but they had no fear as to the final result. Mr.
Willis, of Birmingham, supported.

Prior to this, the following letter from Mr. Foote was read
by the Chairman, and received with applause :—

“ To the 1915 Conference of the National Secular
Society of Qreat Britain and Ireland,

* Ladies and Gentlemen,—

* Two disasters have occurred to me this
spring : a long and dangerous illness, and a consequent
inability to attend the annual gathering of a Society
representing what the late George Meredith, in a letter
to me, called 1lthe best of causes.’

“ Fortunately, my illness is abating, but I am not
able to travel to London yet, nor to perform a day’s
hard work when | get there. | hope, however, to be in
a reasonable condition of health before very long, and
as | am nominated for re-election to the Presidency, I
may venture to hope that you will give me another
opportunity of serving you in a position which | have
held for twenty-five years on the nomination of the
great Charles Bradlaugh, whose life and ideals are still
a conscious inspiration to myriads of the real soldiers of
Progress.—G. W. Foote.”

The election of President followed, and on the motion of
three London Branches—Bothnal Green, North London, and
Kingsland—Mr. Foote was unanimously re-olected to the
position he has filled so long and so ably. It was also
resolved unanimously that a message of sympathy be sent
to the absent President.

The question of the Blasphemy Laws was raised by
Mr. C. Cohen, who proposed the following resolution, which
was seconded by Mr. A. B. Moss and carried:—

“ That this Conference calls the attention of Free-
thinkers to the fact that, despite the recent legal
decision, the Blasphemy Laws still obtain, and may
still be used as an instrument of Christian bigotry to
hamper freedom of expression in relation to religion;
and trusts, therefore, that Freethinkers in all parts of
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the country will do their utmost to secure thef ~
repeal of these remnants of mediaeval tyran j
superstition.” n
Mr. Cohen pointed out that many people werefl
impression that recent legal cases had done away
Blasphemy Laws, This was not so, and they
menace. Formerly, these laws were used to aw ~
thought leaders ; but this was not the case nowedayy ™
untrained and irresponsible men were attacked,
Church pointed at them as examples of leading
A determined effort should be made to influence 1
Parliament, so that these Laws may be repealed ~p
Mr. A. B. Moss said that the Disestablish®? oif
Church, which would result in putting all re'T X, fil*
equality, would be an important factor in seen a
civic rights for Freethinkers. Edac™
An animated discussion took place on Seeula* g~°
Messrs. Moss, Cohen, Davidson, Chapman, and 1
part, and the following resolution was carried: _ngrg”
“ That this Conference, while fully rBCZQOisn

difficulties of domestic legislation during ijsff
of a great European War, nevertheless rea&r -iiel:
fidence in the policy of Secular Education

tho nation’s schools, and hopes that the “jogitJ

on the conclusion of peace, will decide to O&Zi
Bill that will put an end to a quarrel thatha

educational progress for more than a genera ~ *m

A topical note was introduced by Mr. J, . H1$?
drew attention to the compulsory attendance

services enforced in the Army and Navy. pifi'v

debate followed, to which Messrs. Clark, , »(Opos™E

Moss, and Williams contributed. Mr. Lloyd P J
following resolution, which was seconded by
Thurlow, and carried
“ That this Conference, in view of, a int®,_-jj
plaints received from Freethinkers serving ~ jglK
and Navy concerning compulsory attendan
services, protests against this denial of tb ~ gt)»
rights of citizenship to soldiers and sa'” rSff3eNlL;
to the authorities concerned that ina ”* _aidt'm
name of freedom every respect should ryjing
conscientious convictions of men who ar
lives in their country's service. h \r.
Another glaring injustice was dealt with by ~ jgjeL
who raised the question of the disregard Pai g~g pT
Freethinkers, concerning their interment. pas p
out that Freethinkers’ wishes were ignored
tions, and he propased the formation
lines of a Uu-riﬁ ub, whieH should %ﬁf&&fé%sasc#
A discussion followed, in wbic -
Willis, and Neate, and Miss Yance, took Patgbftof n
the following resolution was carried on Mr.
tion, being seconded by Miss A. Stanley
“ This Conference is of opinion 1Ua'b; 0 aﬁfw
ments of a more satisfactory nature = of 1
exist sh Iﬁ‘made W%VQ%HD@V\@ , A
Freethlnkers concerning their inter®  ipm
carried into effect; and that the plaUu
Toro Shore in the Freathinker of March™ ~ ela'gj
be taken as the basis of a scheme ,, jjjjsers,9 *

printed, and distributed among Free . -Dits P
this Society should do all that lies w* p
substitute cremation for earth burial. oged p
A motion by the Edmonton Branch™?1 pi
Davidson and seconded by Mr. Chap®3®""
“ That all resolutions referred tot O jjje O
the Conference, shall be dealt Wit
Executive Meeting,”
was carried. $'a
To facilitate business relations betwee ijjon i £v.
Parent Society, it was resolved, on the P* 9 ifu
Neate, seconded by Mr. T. Shore, tk®&1 Ifleni',e0
mittees of Branches must be bomVnd ,jcatio

N.S. S, and the forms of membership £ act>*,

fuller details, so as to secure continuity fiBt0 j
individual members and the N. S. S. in "
becoming dormant. Oda

A farther decision, relative to pvopa>" CP9
embodied in the resolution, proposed by
seconded by Mr. T. Shore :—
“ That this Conference advises t g -
Demonstrations in places where, i°rVggd,” qty
the position is considered unsati9faC) oi J
It was also resolved, on the prepO&L, pop°l
seconded by Mr. T. Shore, that tho A?n
as a separate publication for distribution
record. A vote of thanks to Mr. Cohen , ap» ,
of tho Report was also proposed, and ca g I
The following vice-presidents were oD; 9
Jackson, R. H. Rosetti, and Wallace g.
elected included:—Messrs, W. Bailey>



THE FREETHINKER

train p t© " “
VP w ' BoWwmain, R Chapman, Vidtar @QhanboamBl, ¢
JG 'WeCollin3, H. Cowell, W. Davey, F. A. Davies,

Comu7 ?1W' Doda. T, H. Elstob, R. G. Fathers, T.
HmSr o Gratjge>J. Hammond, W. Heaford, Eagone
Uoj \ Hurd, Miss Kathleen B. Kough, W. Leat, J. T.

p ™los.8 Jamea McGlashen, G. B. H. McCluskey,
Bj,u p D mNichols, J. Partridge, S. M. Peacock, C. Pegg,
My jj ! W. T. Pitt, C. G. Qninton, J. T. Ross, Miss
Mdor p,8 G' Boleffs, Mrs. Roleffs, Thomas Robertson,
Shey Samuels, T. Shore, H. Silverstein, W. H.
BsE.Vv ma Stanley, T.J. Thurlow, John H, Turnbull,
\kn .'.p@éjce, F. E. Willis, C. .. Whitwell, Frederick

iQonLf and Jones were re-elected auditors.
\kConfi. taa Provincial Members and Vice-Presidents at
ml'litham" ? Wero Mrs. Bayfield, Mrs. Shore, and Messrs.
AN e>ana t |, Peacock’ Dodd>Mr> and Mrs. Roleff,
n3folion;« 'Williams. Delegates were also present from
ttDDharr§ Branches of the N. S. S.—Bethnal Green,
1 Kino j Carberwell, Edmonton, Glasgow, Hudders-
“giin 'a~3?nd’” Manchester, Newcastle-on-Tyne, North
Tre G °ki®lds, West Ham, etc.
jitE~ Q in bringing the Conference to a close,
" -- the delegates on the spirit in vhich t
,2 ? tad been conducted. There had been differences
n A 101 but that was inevitable in an assem =8 y re
~ho called themselves Freethinkers Bu there
i bea auo recognition of the fact that «"erlying a
C 'V aaacommon desire to a®anoo the commo”

tjci * av & long as that feeling remained P "and
tiurgj mede tor agreement instead of js m  had -n
Wd Inteb'gent co-operation in the work tba

C. E. S

Acid Drops.

[P QM Christians realise that Freethinkers, whether
nglish, are not quite imbeciles, and that their

eSS UBBR seme batter RAYE Ehefbmy EASHKS

Here, for example, is Mr. ~ Freethinkers
bc p'e6*8of the Daily Chronicle that They are be-

W ring many lessons in the t*®c ' because they
to'erant of priests and g cnldi ,bom

Wi "nSm the Bame trench with the vuag ~ ™ other
"Hit; ual% go°J fellow, etc., et = bav0 \earned
ni8”ointed out that these young P Presthinhers.
Titsi @b needed lessons of tolerance bave learned

b » listened to their point of view, and hav
Sciate their “ spirituality.”

»In,a"agbll:'

bbe priests are concerned, it 180" ?°ana is bene-
K\ with Freethinkers was necessary, * Free.
Vkeia,tound. For thoy needed inter tracfitional
‘hiies r.. 0 teabae how unwarrantable ar be gives up
S » . what happens to a naan when M g dif.
V S * belief. But with freethinkers the cas

S ;&Zﬁﬁﬁ‘&w religigysepeaple; they KhBW Priests, ana
n ot’0en0Uoh £"? *° bave intercourse with religious
t'7'lglUentTr*; T ‘r own family life supplies it. They
*  “bought:,v °'bing to learn in this direction. Nor is
ek nrl P, any way connected with the personalit
e ™ Qe Y WY i -eve#y'ﬁinisterpoi rengioy
i6 relin;°roufbly irreproachable, the Freethinker _
8iQtbe°trl5, ctrines would remain as strong as
betweGten. esior elsewhere, may lead to forming
way th,5mCSt an'J Freethinker. But that cannot
p iehea , iandamental antagonism between those
.V °Qtaay at,dstands. And if this intercourse leads to
NactMB'ain”-rfbaPify in discussion, the Freethinker
aad tOi_ or *n this direction, too, he stands to

. mae nothing.
Savails
T *'aoU.be

Kf level UQer b;

Hf'a
s 0

a very Batiric vein in his latest book,
a m*btant Agnostic, who “ every
it el 61 Undfv. 8 f°r the deity, and slept with a

1 i,aC 6" ~ Pillow for fear of a revelation."
i ° ov°lver would be needed for the triune

*>N

o, ‘battS~re,” says Mr. H. G. Wells. It

etSes in P°Pu'ar novelist has never attempted
Qthe IVar Cry.

[0] a
VS'} d@?tyweaP!a8s n°ted for their cadging propen-
'‘be SalVinf?IVod a circular from a South London
a« i n ~rEQy 7 asking ns to assist them

CE Purcha = givs,_“ " oor of the district al
usm& at pSmau coa% goocgs an
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clothing that will be of service to them, then coolly asks
the ratepayers to supply them with clothing, books, carpets,
cycles, farnitnre, mail-carts, musical instruments, sewing
machines, umbrellas, etc,, and adds that “ representatives of
the Army will wait upon the ratepayers at their houses
in a day or two for gifts.” What infernal cheek, in war-
time, too, when ratepayers want every penny to make ends
meet.

Following close on the heals of “the Salvation Army”
comes a circular from the Parish Church of St. Mary
Magdalen, Peckham, asking for funds to make up a deficit
on “ our Parish Funds,” and a small envelope is enclosed for
donations for “ Thanksgiving Days.” The circular says “ we
have much to thank God for, especially in sparing ns from
the ravages of War, and therefore earnestly appeal,” etc.
We suppose the vicar imagines that his prayers have saved
the parishoners from having bombs dropped on their heads ;
but if he lived at Southend or Ramsgate he would have to
plead to a very different tune. If the vicar thinks the Lord
has been so kind in not inflicting upon us the ravages of the
Huns, what does he think of the Lord for allowing these
ravages to be inflicted upon his fellow-Chriatians in France
and Belgium? Assuredly “ the Christian God moves in a
mysterious way his wonders to perform.”

For sheer inanity the clerical mind is unrivalled, and
bishops are as open to criticism in this respect as the stu-
pidest of the curates. Dr. Cowgill, the Catholic Bishop of
Leeds, has unburdened himself at Selby, Yorkshire, on the
subject of the European War, which he considers is caused
by God’s revenge for the French nation deserting Catholic-
ism. There's a picture for you Il lu order to give the
French Freethinkers a Roland for their Oliver, “ God ” Kills
tens of thousands of Catholics, Protestants, members of the
Greek Church, Moslems, Buddhists, Sikhs, and other reli-
gionists. One wonders that Yorkshire people could stand
such nonsense.

Dr. Cowgill, has also been repeating the usual twaddle about
“ Prussian Materialism,” which he considers responsible for
the German desire for domination. The Bishop’s ideas con-
cerning Freethinkers are very hazy, when one remembers that
German soldiers have their belts inscribed, “ God with ns™

What delightful idealists Christian preachers are ! Here
is Dr. Clifford talking of the War, and telling us that “ the
flower of our young manhood has looked into hell.” His
ministerial brethren, meanwhile, are explaining very care-
fully that there is no hell, and the idea is all a very sad
mistake. It is all as tiring as that theological inexactitude
—the tangle of the trinity.

Three years ago Mr. Cecil Chesterton joined the Catholic
Church, and he has been an active defender thereof ever
since. The Catholic Herald for May 29 reports a lecture he
recently delivered, entitled “ The Faith and its Critics.”
Mr. Chesterton regards Protestantism as an enemy of the
Faith, but rejoices in the fact that Protestantism is rapidly
declining. Rationalism is another opponent of the Faith ;
but the lecturer is quite mistaken when he asserts that
Rationalism is fading. There never was so much Free-

thought in the world as there is to-day, and it is still
spreading.
Mr. Chesterton is in error on another point. Whilst ad-

mitting that the Church has been “ very heavily bombarded
by the teachers af Rationalism,” he affirms that the main
effect of the bombardment is Ila tremendous resurrection of
belief in the supernatural.” As a matter of fact, belief in
the supernatural is slowly dying out everywhere. Spiritual-
ism is not necessarily a form of that belief, many Spiritualists
being ardent disbelievers in the Christian religion. The late
Dr. Russel Wallace was a firm advocate of Spiritualism, but
he did not recognise the existence of the supernatural. Sir
William Crookes, another Spiritualist, is strongly of opinion
that psychic phenomena are correlated to physical phe-
nomena. -

The Pope has authorised the clergy in Italy to pray for
an Italian victory. Outside Italy, we presume they may do
as they please; and in Germany they are praying for an
Italian defeat. |If revelations were not out of date, we
should expect to hear that heaven had declared itself to be
strictly neutral, and threatened to intern any of the angels
who were found taking sides.

It seems that the German clergy are profoundly indignant
at doubt being cast upon Germany's “ spirituality” and
devotion to Christianity. For ourselves, we can honestly
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plead “ Not guilty ” to that charge. Not only have we never
doubted the Christianity of Germany ; we have asserted it.
Pastor Heyn, one of the leading preachers in Berlin, says
that “ the German nation during the past nine months of
its history has developed a profundity of religious senti-
ment beyond anything in its former history.” They have
taken to reading the Psalms, they immerse themselves in
the OIld Testament, and they “ read with pleasure the
writings of these old sacred fighters.” They feel that God is
with them, and will protect them and the true faith. We
sympathise with Pastor Heyn, for we feel that the German
people really have been libelled. Its soldiers may have ill-
treated and murdered old men, women, and children. They
may have burned houses wholesale and slaughtered non-
combatants on both land and sea. But they are, neverthe-
less, religious. There is no reasonable doubt of that, and
this should be placed to their credit—or otherwise.

So far as Freethinkers are concerned experience in
Germany confirms experience in this country. Both here and
in Germany there was, at first, much jubilation over an
alleged revival of religion. Now, in both countries, it is
confessed that the expected has not happened. The Mode-
rator of the District Church of Berlin regrets that he is
unable to confirm the belief that the War has strengthened
religion, and says that attendances at church are worse than
ever. “ Religious people who are really religious still hold
their prayer-meetings, but their number is not increasing.”

Some of the clergy in this country have been talking
about bringing Billy Sunday here to run a series of revival
meetings. In the Daily Chronicle of a recent date, Mr. S. K.
Ratcliffe gives, among others, the following choice specimens
of Sunday’s oratory :—

“ 1'm disgusted with having people think Jesus Christ was
a dough-faced, pudding-headed nonentity, who let everybody
use him as a cuspidor (spittoon). He didn't come to the

Temple and say, ‘ Please go away from the sanctuary.” Not
on your life. Jesus had the punch.”
“ Oh, Jesus. | stagger back at your love and mercy. If |

was God for fifteen minutes,
Jesus I’
“When Solomon found out that there was nothing in
these things, he went and tried wine. He hit up the booze.
He tried a lot of things...... He loved many strange women.
That's where he dropped his candy. They got his goat,
sure.”
If these utterances originated in a Freethought meeting
there would be a shriek about their indecency and profanity.
As they originate with a Christian evangelist, they are
winked at. And if Billy Sunday came to England, we do
not doubt but that large numbers of the clergy would give
him a warm welcome. Anything that makes business is
acceptable.

I guess 1'd strike 'em dead,

We are now credibly informed, on the authority of the
International Tract Society, that on one point, at least, the
Bible is now an antiquated document. In Bible times, all
records were made in writing, and preserved in books.
There were books in heaven, written by angels, in which
were recorded, for future reference, all the words and all the
deeds of men on earth. Certain angels served as reporters;
they came down to listen and observe, then returned to
report; and there was in heaven a recording angel, whose
duty consisted in writing down all such reports. In course
of time, the heavenly books became practically innumerable.
These books were to be used as irrefutable evidence at the
Day of Judgment, when they would be opened, and when
the dead, come back to life, would be judged out of the
things written therein, and read aloud by the recording
angel (Dan. vii. 10; Rev. x. 12).

But to-day all that is changed, and it behoves Free-
thinkers to be specially on their guard as to what they say
and do. The discoveries of modern science have revolu-
tionised even heaven itself. In a tract, entitled Angel
Writing, we are thus warned :—

“ It is a solemn thought that, wherever we go, and what-
ever we are doing, the lens of an unerring camera is focussed
upon us. that every word we speak is spoken directly into
the receiver of an angel's phonograph, and makes there its
indelible, unchangeable record ; and that these evidences
have gone to represent us in the judgment, faithful delinea-
tions of ourselves.”

Thus would the hopelessly superstitious frighten the simple-
minded and unwary ones into becoming equally superstitious
and silly with themselves. Happily it is too late in the day
to lead many astray by such unmitigated nonsense, such
unspeakable trash.

Talk of pot calling the kettle black 1 Here is the Church
Time3 protesting against the growth of superstition as

THE FREETHINKER

JUNE o

shown by the wearing of mascots. We wonder whate
tial difference there is between the wearing of ®nasf
most of the doctrines and beliefs that the ~ wi-O 1
upholds? We are told that with the decline”of
England there has come a development of %
which proves thait man cannot be satistied wi c@
This is a curiously squint-eyed way of stating  fu
The mascot craze is not due to a decline inr. ' t
rather evidence of its strength. What it means
power of organised and official religion has dec n
religious people. And these, instead of being ¢’ nofijog:
the authorised superstitions, fall back upon urn
The distinction between religion and snpfl™ *x;
fundamentally absurd. Hobbes, long ago, Pa“ , Ndcs
case in a nutshell: Superstition allowed is relig>°n’ ~ t
disallowed is superstition. No one thaa fiver “e
improve upon that.

The Archbishops of Canterbury and York have * aj.
pastoral letter on the European War “in resPu"de&s
quest by the diocesan bishops of engiand ana
which they state that “ the spirit arrayed againstO
the very foundations of civilised order in Christen
can always trust the clergy to see the obvious.

. &

Bishop Mercer, formerly Bishop of Tasmania,
St. Mary’s Church, Prittlewell, Essex, said that » ~ iO»
Spirit was a living, working person to-day, anl
could bo seen in the world.” We wonder if
the fighting lines on the Continent in that remar

Canon Scott Holland's justification of the
merit of being perfectly original, at any rate, t
upan a gphtijeinly falsebaodi M contention is t,
is for a nation we are not entitled to condemn !’ jityl
that “ a national war is justified because nat*
sacred thing which we owe to Jesus.” ?Urdof=8 j
existed thousands of years before Jesus was bea
to be found to-day vTiere Christianity is practica U E »
Nationality is a product of the evolution of man * OK
Bishop Boyd Carpenter declares that the maSjjoEs jJ
tianity are addressed to individuals, not to D. ieB
true that a nation ought to fight for its own ex *
threatened, but it is absolutely false to claim tu
is indebted for its existence to Jesus.

et t!

9™

Wt

lint & p
Canon Scott Holland is wrong On another™w i”

address published in the Church Times 101 " jesG® |

speaks in glowing terms of the patriotism. y
there is certainly no evidence whatever of bl p.
the Gospels. The Canon says that “ his

flamed at the sight of the Hofy City ” when toer

there in his twelfth yepr. He loved it 80e[c in &5&
forgot father, mother, home, and everythin«” Btiry. ~£t;'
platien of ft. 5 ‘this there ismottrake in €7 fefor
simply his intercourse with the doctors in {'8

uis patriotism, that accounted for his breaking

his parents and friends.

The Rev. D. Ewart James, the new Premdentaiu i
gregational Union, speaking at Maldon, Essex, »
the European crisis “Ithe Christian Church had » Bfig’t;
one-side. Statesmen—did—notconsulther, bat " o
possible for the Church to bless every man &, pri»p
war.” What a confession ! The Church of arJer
Peace ” is compelled to bless the standards 0 ,j,, [to
Church had better delete  Thou Bhalt not
Decalogue.

From a Daily Telegraph book roviow m fa!h?edll*
Anatole France did were unpopular, it " jCassall
necessary, or business-like, to include a nay.
work in a series of volumes on erteﬂ'ss@fftwl\lrlt’\»
is the essence of British journalism and ng ejq:xﬂl<
glorious free press in a sentonce. And i
though no one outside a lunatic asylum c®
fault with it. Not whether a writer's w° jgeisi®
sing, but whether he is popular, is the poeab6 -y
Has the writer a large circle of readers? ~ neC
command the approval of the greater—and i3a ey,
sillier—portion of the population? If B’ 10
study, to write up, and in whose jntej®is Dot ' L&||-
columns of a newspaper. But if a manlg.W & L
then, though he have the genius of a
neither “ necessary nor business-like
And these are the guides and directors °~ge”Li
One would like to see critics of this
public place with their rulo of procedure
necks for intelligent people to read. ®n
them the admiration of the mob; and s’
might still be happy.

totroaj

gye»
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NOTICE.

wP The business of the
FEETHTKEB  and of The Pioneer Pbess,

myof 2 Newcastle-st., haa been transferred to

lpareingdon Street, London, E.C.

To Correspondents.

Houorieidm F und, 1015.—Receivcd from Marc
1 ™3y acknowledged, £42 7s. 7d. Keoeivea
[=Chatter, 10s.

UerPe 5 orBe AL A% QLSS PIRKG: Him@ ®Ur Cmin

J W 7o u r letter, however admirable itmaybe” &
Woud, is hardly suitable to this jour Nt keep

A~ circum
Morp e, Moreover? ety Bresefit oroumsrsiny

Q/\ﬁnnlpeg) —We are always re“d? nto'rsTbut when

B BRI S ke 1 R
ka ﬁagﬂﬁt\Pe is telling Has, thia gest fitting Bawa lui a

you m 'ket. We acknowledge jour letter here in

know it ha9 reached its destination.
4 On«. *r ORTER r>i A_i

rf*kaASh rpre® A *'a8 Goxhill, Lincolnshire, has
numbers of the Freethinker which he is

tlﬁiaavo 4y N.8. s Branch for distribution, the

ia bio X/ 5J?artla§e for the parcel.

'e/™8 Th ' BiLL'—Thanks for useful batches of cuttings
b6 cafidenand 3always an uncertain quantity, but we have
m, ‘forsedwb6 t, / t He decision of Mr. Justice Joyce will not
* ltré D ™e case is reopened on appeal.

w®t to tnakl0 sy™Pathise with you in the protest you have
Yonr co’ & '/** write more fully on the matter next
mtnunication reached us too late for the present

«bSrtsr, 509, T Tond.—The Secretary acknowledges :—Mr.

ijjJV E.cOOIlTi" hiMiTiD, office is at 62 Farringdon-street,

N°CISTi s °®00 ia at 62 Farringdon-street,

wrjiesnlaf g a°f the National Secular Society in connection

Hih abdreSsna . \'oea are re(Inired, all communications
/\«J’\Y"tlce aa poggjy46 Becretary, Miss E. M. Vance, giving

/t NN 'i Sdon2tr' .toi °* the Freethinker should be addressed to
* Stree' . London, E.C
PGt Ttiuaij!! ree<k 61 Farringdon-street, London, E.C.,

|1¥VeiLh|<9 s OF Hey will not be inserted.
“bto. blba PassauB n°wsPapors would enhance the favor by
'iteratUr ~ 3 to which they wish us to call attention.

1"6®4iufezai k® sent to the Shop Manager of the
*i, /e rringdon-streot, London, E.C., and not to
¥sp,/1 part ~rwarded direct from the publishing
'Ha -~nn/  He world, post free, at the following
«8d, year, 1Qa, dfl, . half year, 5s. 3d, ; three
Personal.
1 tQ

iNutig™ fmtu 1116 tllese “ Personals,” at more or
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O g » ta>aod whbioh | have edited for over
1?7t 16 duri friend, Mr. Cohen, is

V Htip/ health t*40
Nl O .
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8 to bt how doea this recompense
'imtft  Muflir./ within the scope of an

"~rtifled t°~ againBfc all the rnles Of

and serious break-
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My family and | contracted no good by getting out
of bed again in the very early morning. As it hap-
pened there was not maoh danger to escape. The
Zeppelins have not turned out to be more vicious,
but who knows beforehand ? Bombs, bolts, and
shrapnel fly about regardless of young or old, rich
or poor. But they are along way up, farther than
the aeroplanes, and to take aim seems one of their
remotest possibilities. For my part, however, | have
seen two Zeppelins quite recently, and | have no
ambition to behold a third.

I will here call attention—I think I ought to do so
at once—for it seems to have dropped rather into
abeyance—that the President’'s Honorarium Fund
is getting overlooked, if not neglected. | dare say
we are none of us to blame for this. This Fund
is one of my chief sources of income, and | have
suffered a considerable loss during the past five
months. | find that these appeals are but poorly
responded to, if one does not make them oneself.
If I am well enough, therefore, | shall as soon as
Ny possible set about resuming the operation and con-
trol of this Fund, whiie thanking Mr. Cohen most
heartily for what ha has done, and what nobody
appears to exceed except myself—not even the Com-
mittee—for nearly all the three hundred pounds p9r
annum they proposed to raise was ssnt direct to me.
There is nothiDg new in this It was so in Bradiaugh's
time; it has been so in my time, and will no doubt
continue in the next leader’s time.

Oae thing does seem strange. The famous Bowman
case, which | had in hand from 1898 to 1915, has
been practically fought to a finish in the Law Courts.
Congratulations of the highest value have reached
me from everywhere. At this stags, in fact, it is
quite unnecessary to do anything in the way of
blowing my own trumpet. Others have blown it for
me, and | thank them as far as is necessary. Hun-
dreds of pounds have been, or will have been, spent
on lawyers. How much my bill should be for my
share, including the vary birth of the babe, and
money out of pocket to sustain it when threatened
in various ways, is more than | wish to estimate my-
self, and | do not know who else i3 competent to do
it. Bat, surely, I am not the least deserving of all
who have been devotedly or usefully bound np with
this great cause of the Seoular Society, Ltd., and it
is strange that | should be worse off now than | was
before the splendid viotory in the Law Courts.

It seems strange, | say, and | am wondering about
it until 1 hear of the next subscriber. | hope | shall
be able to say something more cheerful next week.
Meanwhile, | may say that 1 know something—more
than any man living in this part of the world—of
being in the fighting line of Freethought, and out of
it, and in it again. | am feebly trusting just now to
the great, strong, sweet arms of the mother, but I
am progressing every week, and | believe | have gone
through all the worst. It was thirty odd years ago
that | was knooked out of the fighting line and
interned by the Christian Huns in Holloway Prison.
Then the agents were bigots and persecutors; now
it is the work of the god of the same people,
squeezing his birds flat until he let3 them fly.

G. W. Foote.

Sugar Plums.

Mr. Cohen had two excellent meetings at Abertiliery on
Sunday laat. Visitors were present in good numbers from
the surrounding districts, and judging from their enthusiastic
attention, felt themselves well compensated for their journey.
We should really like to see Freethinkers in South Wales
more active than they have been of late years. There
is no lack of Freethought all over this large industrial
area, but it is at present running to seed. The district
is quite ripe for the work. All that it needs is proper
organisation. Perhaps Freethinkers in Cardiff and elsewhere
will take the hint. .

Among the eongratnlations which have poured in upon Mr.
Foote, it is pleasant to meet tho following—which he hardly
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expected. It appears in the new (Jane) number of the
Literary Guide:—

“ All sections of Freethinkers have welcomed with intense
gratification the vindication of the legal status of the Secular
Society, Limited. And, without the slightest reserve, it is
gratefully acknowledged that the honors of the fight are
primarily due to Mr. G. W. Foote, the Chairman of the
triumphant Society. It was his foresight and discriminating
judgment which conceived the formation of an incorporated
society empowered to finance Freethought propaganda within
the law. Indirectly, and to alarge degree, the great life-work
of Charles Bradlaugh made the task much easier than it
would otherwise have been; and, coming to more recent
times, the world-wide propaganda of the K. P. A. reaching
all classes of the community, contributed its share to the
beneficent advance in the recognition of toleration for all
honest beliefs. The Affirmation Act legalised heresy, and
from the moment of its enactment the Rationalist was no
longer an outcast without the protection of the State. If
the Bowman case be taken to the Court of Appeal, there
is every reason to think that the decision of the lower
court will be upheld.

Our readers will regret to hear that Mr. Foote has been
seriously ill. He is slowly recovering, and it is to be hoped
that his magnificent victory in the law courts will assist to
hasten his convalescence. The ‘best of all causes’ can ill
afford to dispense with even one of its all too few leaders.”

This is well conceived and expressed. It is, perhaps, a little
late, but regrets and congratulations are never too late.

Subscribing £5 to the President's Honorarium Fund, Mr.
W, Collette Jones writes to Mr. Foote :—

“1 was at the meeting at Queen’s Hall last night and a
real good one it was ; but was sorry to hear that you were
unable to be there, and so was everybody. The provincial
delegates were a great success. Take good care of yourself
and get well toon is the sincere wish of yours truly,”

Every advanced movement has suffered more or less
during the War, and we are sorry to announce that one
Society which is at present in urgent need of funds is the
Secular Education League. Many of its supporters have
been unable to renew their subscriptions this year, owing to
the many calls upon them in other directions, and others
have lessened the amount given. All Freethinkers are
vitally concerned with the welfare of the League, and, as
Mr. Foote and Mr. Cohen are upon its Executive, they have
a guarantee that there is no paltering with principle in the
pursuit of those objects for which the League was founded.
There must be very many readers of the Freethinker who
have not yet joined the League, and we would remind these
that their membership would be a very valuable assistance
in the present state of affairs. Those who do not care
to join, or who have already joined, may find them-
selves able to assist by subscribing to the League’'s funds.
The Secretary is Mr. Harry Snell, 19 Buckingham-street,
Strand, W.C. He will forward all information concerning
the League to anyone who may desire it. Of course, the
cause of Secular Education does not bulk very largely in the
public mind just now, but it is one of first-rate importance
to all Freethinkers, and we trust that the League will not
be allowed to suffer for want of a little timely help. What
is needed is membership or subscriptions, or membership
and subscriptions—and at once.

Mr. A. B. Moss and Mr. W. Heaford both complete, this
year, forty years’ work in the Freethought cause. This is a
very leDgthy term of service, and it is being made the occa-
sion of a complimentary dinner, which {3 to take place on
Thursday, June 17, at the Boulogne Restaurant, 27 Gerrard-
street, Wardour-street, W. A number of well-known Free-
thinkers will be present, and there will be speeches, music,
and singing during the course of the evening. The dinner
is under the auspices of the National Secular Society’s
Executive, and application for tickets—price two shillings—
should be made as early as possible to the Secretary, at 62
Farringdon-street, E.C. The accommodation is strictly
limited, and we hope that the gathering will bo a represen-
tative one. It is something to have worked forty years for
Freethought, and no one can expect to do that more than
once in a lifetime. The function is timed to commence at
7 o’'clock.

We are glad to see that Mr. M. M. Mangasarian is still
carrying on his vigorous Freethought work in Chicago.
His Rationalist lectures in the Majestic Theatre on Sundays
at 11 a.m. are on all sorts of important subjects, and attract
very large meetings. Our own readers will often find an
extract from one of these in our own pages, and now
and then, the reproduction of an entire lecture. We under-
stand that Mr. Percy Ward is also lecturing in Chicago, but
we get no reports of his meetings, except very occasionally
when something special is on the tapis.
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Science and the Bible.

idic*

“ The Book of Genesis has no voice in scientific? *
To the grasp of geology, which it resisted for s i 'j;
length yielded like potter’'s clay ; its authority
of cosmogony being discredited on all bands, kf ' fig!
donment of the obvious meaning of its writer.’™
Tyndall, Fragments of Science (1876), p. 545.

‘Thase endless soberes of attgnapted; recom@he
Scripture and Science have totally failed, and © gied
fail. Scripture is falsified to meet the demand»
To twist the statements of Genesis into appar@l
with the last results of geology, the ingenious e
represented days not to be days, and morning )inije-?
not to be morning and evening, the deluge notto
and the ark not to be an ark.”
Special Occasions.

It is often the experience of the Freeth'D%,, {)
told that he is wasting his time in n
soienoe of the Bible. He is told that the BID>
not intended to teach science, or, to nse a°_,
sion much vogue among latter- -day @"S\E
“ The Bible was not written to teach g, M
Idin7 go to heaven. a0
2 anxiety Iest the Freethlnker should *»»'
time ? Do they really wish him more sucgess” {
If the German General wers I sena g oyr
General French that he was wasting his

"t <

— D ean Stanley,

methods of carrying on campaign, jige*
Frenoh be likely to alter his plans to
opponent ? Not likely.

It is gnifca tree that the cultured c’a M
treftH dbert tHe Bible, ™He clergg =dhc
of England also know that B js

to reconcile the Blble with modern soioh >
ghadh 5baiwt” Buti then;j thay take very 0 B
to allow this truth to esoape from tb

congregations. Dot
The truth is, that although the Bible = ~ev

ally regarded with the veneration A o
attached to it thirty or forty years a60,J 0 {

thAnn =T ©% paoPle who €t 'BaITRVE - t\y
ll’) o
anlmgl-[s-i gﬁd K unf.c 01 th orlgln of the P
hilD!! * “b h
\rl1v I ok8|nmge threorugne Olcz;:ragselo\poll\ﬂvmgna ong ~u

playmates, and we were laughing over bo&J
r i 8n enddenly an aged aunt, *K,>

her*1«’ fir8 baJf rose>clutohing yoft
» W  rehftl\ 8nd 8aid in <« horror-strajk” t
Walter, is that the Bible you are lau th;

~ aving satisfied her that the\ig book  jJ 3
Bible my aunt sank back with-a sigh o I r f™y,

&J Gr[gotten the look of mingl*3\ jP
rom ulto Which she asked the gnesfcioo- Gy
wa?™ e -aebing “y *nnt read the B fJ fa

g8t 18 RelROWRE™Y @sseR VskukEMonr D C

very words of God. It was a fetish. a ]\/

to be touched by profane hands™ nn

th fi r _And "8 belief still.
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The Bible is still believed by mO
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ait3  the first chapters of Genesis. Among
oo j 8 older members of the Churches—Non-
Madi Ist and Church of England—following early
TrefQin Orthodoxy. are largely of the same opinion,
g ( of the late Mr. Spurgeon, now minis-
terp Dr. Dixon, the Salvation Army, and many

dthr\g_i 8 H hojdithexbe |l A its integrity, #nd
eliotA\f B P %
@8

many Working men who do not
6 Bible creation story, yet the working
bdudxitbelieves in it, and thinks it is wicked

Ih,
prseent writer has worked in many of the

of En , in, d timgv
g/ Professionaf visi%a?%magﬂe"@@% B
*here they preside. They readrly adm »
fe o aready Know, the nnsoiéntifio oharaot

I'> . hutif you ask them why they do not «
huth about the Bible to their congregations

2S»ite shocked. They object; that the PPk k
y. lRplace to teach sCience. Moreove , -
;W , “Wouldyou have me destroy the
ftwwoW souls in my congregation &
\u}yX faitb and trust in the goo support
ia M@>and deprive them of its h fp ' such a
& odage? | could not think of doing euc
Having delivered himself o that

4 of indignation, he generally haas
R280theF ealig t¢'mmake, and departs.

G ] i "* AU~ ;

~'d ghﬁl %ﬁh “@ Hible in the schools and
ir?%d?_,,é_%ﬂﬁ" at HM9=who train the y§ORY

lily 'p bHbir own superstitions—the ga“ ° aration to

e ra%%mthe truth concealed from g

Iv;Hy?Pocrisy of this argument is r®&0aledJigious
WhV 0suchtenderness is shown to the relig
%Tt& ct)HJser peoples. Missionaries are sent to all
~ie ed world to destroy the faith of the
OJ -5{1‘” the Buddhist, the Confncian, the
a multitude of others whose beliets
K reag; a‘;ﬂem as §jie GikisHan's are 49 Rim.
be Government do not want the
S to.kopw the truth about religion, and
- their power to suppress it when
ha~bat tv B impunity, because they do not

_ View2 BR6cb would be ; the wanking classes,
o being an inexplicable and power n
v “Widnals, liable to sudden fits of inry,

humored n 1 from whom
& *NU 27?2565 »x

efe'f S "E ; a certain senKmmW
Sort to a book bound up with tho «

ayl cE °hildhood which would be  y”~binson
SoAf\vk—aay the Arabian Nights _iroa;

S V £ ibey were Bt apart as divine a°d 1 Pis u0
Stiti°vPanhaTier truly remarked: .

_eg((((

N C & ever palpable it may Th\b i~ol-
oo ou <<e» “CS onttagy!

; ) e tﬁe)il are six yegrs ol -, Oné?a%i
ORIN Th clergy are well « “'¢ to g thi

jta @ the aerate“resistance to e

:/\quu ««Ullo rthool3.

beinitK 0-eJ& B roaexpddid) the Bible,
highest authority. The Pro-

t " O the U eonaisted iR rEipndiating the
it the bio'llkck and substituting that of the
if8.. oforinaf: °r’an Dallam remarked, the Pro-

, @her jOn, “aa merely “ a change of

6 cE the g aring that “ one letter, yea a
ft @ vthan k“ Ortpture is of more and greater

eai® 48ryv! aveQ or earth.”t When Luther
ft8to reund fkn Copernicus of the motion

% NOfed™610R th 6 8D °hserved : “ This fool
0170 tn ~Ptuv-c ? entire scienoe of astronomy,

ti5Q», atatid Fiii  7a ua that Joshua commanded

- - /\ ” -y )
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¢ be moved,” and asked, ‘ Who
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afare’n, I£'Pr\Vretabwn (1886) & 337.
T 3¢ nce, vol. i., p. 126.
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will venture to place the authority of Copernicus
above that of the Holy Spirit ?”*

As Professor Draper has well said, “ The Reformers
would tolerate no science that was not in accordance
with Genesis....... So far as science is concerned,
nothing is owed to the Reformation. The Pro-
crustean bed of the Pentateuch was still before
her.”t John Wesley believed the Bible to hs abso-
lutely infallible. Writing in his Journal, August 24,
1776, he roundly declares that “ if there be any mis-
takes in the Bible, there may as well be a thousand.
If there be one falsehood in that book, it did not
come from the God of Truth.” Columns could be
filled with similar quotations, from the time of the
Reformation down to Spurgeon, who declared that
“ One word of God is worth more than libraries of
human lore. *It is written ' is the great gun which
silences all the batteries of man’s thought.”! And
again:—

“ 1 hold one single sentence out of God's Word to be
of more certainty, and of more power, than all the dis-
coveries of all the learned men of all the ages. |
might have seen the Alexandrian library burned with-
out losing a night's rest, for the mass of its contents
must have been mere rubbish; but were there one
single verse of the New Testament which it were pos-
sible to blot out from human memory and record, one
might be willing to lay down his life to save the glorious
sentence.” §

Nofc only was the Bible held to be far above all
other books in its moral and literary qualities, but it
was also held to be scientifically correct in the
minutest detail, the Rev. Professor Eadie, in his
Biblical Cyclopedia, deolaring that, in the first chapter
of Genesis, “ a child may learn more in an hour than
all the philosophers in the world learned without it
in thousands of years.”

Now, although the discoveries of Copernicus and
Galileo led many to doubt the infallibility of the
Bible in scientific matters, which was accentuated
by Newton’s discovery of the laws of gravitation,
which in turn led to the founding of the Nebular
Hypothesis of Laplace and Kant, yet there was,
before the time of Darwin, no satisfactory explana-
tion of the origin of plants, animals, and man. There
were plenty of hypotheses, like Lamarck’s, but they
wero only ingenious guesswork, and provided no
proof. Huxley has told us how he used to amuse
himself among his friends by taking up the defence
of the creation hypothesis—in which he did not
believe—and palling to pieces the various natural
explanations proposed in plaoe of the supernatural.

Darwin, in fact, supplied the scientific proof for
which all the philosophical naturalists in Europe
were searching; hence his great success. Now,
although the theologians—who, as Voltaire said of
Habakkuk, are capable of anything—had managed to
digest and incorporate the discoveries of Copernious
and Galileo as to the movement of the earth round
the sun, by means of an allegorical interpretation of
the first chapters of Genesis, and were well on the
way to assimilate the Nebular Hypothesis by similar
means, of which Professor White gives the following
amusing instance of what he describes as—

“ that form of surrendering theological views to scienoe
under the claim that science concurs with theology,
which we have seen in so many other fields, and, as
typical, an example may be given, which, however
restricted in its scope, throws light on the process by
which such surrenders are obtained. A few years since
one of the most noted professors of chemistry in the
city of New York, under the auspices of one of its most
fashionable churches, gave a lecture which, as was
claimed in the public prints and in placards posted in
the streets, was to show that science supports the
theory of creation given in the sacred books ascribed
to Moses. A large audience assembled, and a brilliant
series of elementary experiments with oxygen, hydrogen,
and carbonic acid was concluded by the Plateau demon-
stration. It was beautifully made. As the colored
globule of oil, representing the earth, was revolved in a

* lbid, vol. i., p. 127.

f Draper, The Conflict Between Religion and Science, p. 215.

+ Sermon, The Infallibility of Scripture, p. 148.

{ Sermon (No. 1,814), Commendation for the Steadfast, p. 680.
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transparent medium of equal density, as it became
flattened at the poles, as rings then broke forth from it
and revolved about it, as some of these rings broke into
satellites, which for a moment continued to circle about
the central mass, the audience, as well they might, rose
and burst into rapturous applause. Thereupon a well-
to-do citizen arose and moved the thanks of the audience
to the eminent professor for ' this perfect demonstration
of the exact and literal conformity of the statements
given in Holy Scripture with the Ilatest results of
science.” The motion was carried unanimously, and
with applause, and the audience dispersed, feeling that
a great service had been rendered to orthodoxy.
Sancta simplissimus.” *

Scores of theologians, says the same writer,—
* chief among whom, of late, in zeal if not in know-
ledge, has been Mr. Gladstone, have endeavored to
‘reconcile’ the two accounts in Genesis with each
other and with the truths regarding the origin of the
universe gained by astronomy, geology, geography,
physics, and chemistry. The result has been recently
stated by an eminent theologian [Dr. Ryle], the Hulsean
Professor of Divinity at the University of Cambridge.
He declares, ‘ No attempt at reconciling Genesis with
the exacting requirements of modern sciences has ever
been known to succeed without entailing a degree of
special pleading or forced interpretation to which, in
such a question, we should b8 wise to have no recourse ”
(vol. i., p. 19).
As we have said, the theologians managed to assi-
milate the movement of the earth and the Nebular
Hypothesis, but the Darwinian theory was a larger
order altogether. Luther, following the account
given in Genesis, says of Adam
“ God formed him out of the ground as the potter
forms, in his hand, the pot out of the clay....... Adam
therefore, before he is formed of the Lord, is a mere
lifeless lump of earth, lying on the ground. God takes
that lump of earth into His hand, and forms out of it a
most beautiful creature, a partaker of immortality.” -}
Not only did Darwin’s theory flatly contradict this
statement, but, in tracing his origin from the animal
world, the question arose, Where did the soul

come in?
(To be continued.) W. Mann.

Cursing and Swearing.

The European races, at all periods, seem to have
called upon the names of their Gods on solemn and
other occasions. The Greeks and Romans swore
often by their numerous deities, and “ by Jove,”
and “ye gods,” are in popular usage to-day, par-
ticularly by people who want to say something
strong, yet do not like to name the Christian Gods.
Students of Elizabethan history are struck by the
freedom and readiness with which the great men
of that time uttered God’'s names, particularly the
adventurers and mariners, who rarely spoke, or at
least wrote, without liberally interlarding their utter-
ances with holy names, as anyone who has read the
letters and other records surviving from that period
can testify. Readers of Kingsley's Westward Hot
will remember the ample use of religious allusions
in that work, and one amusing passage springs readily
to memory, wherein Amyas Leigh, describing how he
captured an officer during a night assault, says he
came upon him swearing like the mouth of the
pit, whereby he knew him to be a Spaniard or an
Italian. But they spoke of God in all seriousness,
as John Sparke, who describes Sir John Hawkins’
second slave raid, refers to “ God’s help and the
Captaine’s diligence,” and to “ Almighty God, who
never snffereth his elect to perish,” and when they
narrowly escaped being all entrapped, he remarked,
“ But God who worketh all things for the best would
not have it so, and by him wo escaped danger, his
name be praised for it." There is no doubt they
really felt and meant these pious remarks, and it
survived through the Civil War, being kept very

* White, The Warfare of Science, vol. i., pp. 18-19.
f Luther, Commentary on the First Five Chapters of the Book
of Genesis (1858), p. 116.
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taking, the uttering of saored words to s ]
assertion made. Such language is g006, dlI;*"
the Jeenine injunction, “ Swear not ydt

feF

1

majority of persons seeming to find “ i Ga
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eye and Betty Martin,” is corrupted, so we are told,
from the Latin “ Ah mihi, beati Martini.”

All these expletives and interjections, with many
more, can be heard in constant use in public places,
streets, workshops, factories, and homes, anywhere
where there are people together. There is an enor-
mous amount of cursing and swearing, ribald, profane
and obscene language, jokes and puns on sacred sub-
jects, improper and disgusting expressions, vile terms,
and general “ smut,” as well as the serious and de-
liberately uttered oath, used among all sections of
English people, for it is not confined entirely to
ignorant, degraded, or drunken people, but pervades
all classes, and one is often astonished and shocked
to hear objectionable words coming from apparently
respectable persons. No doubt a man, and a woman,
must relieve his or her feelings occasionally by some-
thing more strong than polite, but let it be a plain
and emphatic oath or curse, with no foul or filthy

accretions. Alfred Rowberry Williams."n

0

Correspondence

* SHAKESPEARE'S SCEPTICISM.”

TO TUB EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir,—In reading the excellent article on “ Shakespeare’s
Scepticism,” by IMimnermus,” which appeared in a recent
issue of the Freethinker, | was reminded of a passage by
M. Taine, the great French critic and historian of literature.
This eminent writer, if not an orthodox Christian, was
certainly not an avowed enemy of Christianity. In his
History of English Literature, referring to the Elizabethan
age—I quote from Van Laun’s translation, book 2, chap. i.—
M. Taine says :—

“ It was paganism which reigned in Elizabeth’s court,
not only in letters but in doctrine, a paganism of the north,
always serious, generally sombre, but which was based, like
that of the South, on natural forces,

“ In some men all Christianity had passed away; many
proceeded to Atheism through excess of rebellion and
debauchery, like Marlowe and Greene. With others, like
Shakespeare, the idea of God scarcely makes its appearance;
they see in our poor human life only a dream, and beyond it
the long sad sleep.

“ For them death is the goal of life ; at most a dark gulf,
into which man plunges, uncertain of the issue. If they
carry their gaze beyond, they parceive, not the spiritual soul
welcomed into a purer world, but the corpse abandoned in
the damp earth, or the ghost hovering about the churchyard.

“ They speak like sceptics or superstitious men, never as
true believers. Their heroes have human, not religious,
virtues; against crime they rely on honor and the love of the
beautiful, not on piety and the fear of God.”

Potter, Kan., U.S.A, J. B,

R esisburg.

A Woman’s Heart.

Of the pangs that woman bear,
Doth God know, or doth he care ?
Look yo priost 1 This still whito thing
To your altar’'s gate | bring.

View his cold grey fingers clenched ;
Mark his face by anguish blenched.
He was mine, the half of me.

I require his blood of thee.

In thy Maker’'s name | cry,

“ Abel’s blood pleads to the sky.”
When the futile statesmen failed ;
When the feeble rulers quailed ;
When the gloating fiends of hell,
Wove their feetid magic spell.
Then, oh God, to think that yo
Slumbered at Gethsemane.

Yet, | think, your God did know
Of your emptiness made show.
That your feeble mouths wore shut
Till the lords of hell were glut.

As the futile statesmen failed;

As the feeble rulers quailed ;

Ye shall earn your silver coins;

Ye shall gird your scathloss loins ;
By a million nameless graves,
Kneel and pray as Moloch's slaves.

John J. Gurnett.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Eté.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday
and be marked “ Lecture Notice ” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
QOutdoor.
Bethnal Green Branch N.S.S. (Victoria Park, near the
Bandstand): 3.15 and 6.15, L. B. Gallagher, Lectures.
Camberwell Branch N.S.S. (Brockwell Park) : 6, W. Davidson,
a Lecture.

Kingsland Branch N. S. S. (corner of Kidley-road):
3. W. Marshall, “ Allegory and its Uses.”

North London Branch N. S.S. (Finsbury Park): 11.15, F.
Schaller, a Lecture. Parliament Hill: 3.15, R. H. Rosetti, a
Lecture. Regent's Park: 3.15, A. D. Howell-Smith, M.A.,
“ Saviors and Salvation.”

West Ham Branch N. S.S. (outside Maryland Point Station,
Stratford, E .): 7, G. Cohen, a Lecture.

7.30,

LATEST N. S. S. BADGE.—A single Pansy
flower, size as shown ; artistic and neat design
in enamel and silver; permanent in color; has
been the means of making many pleasant
introductions.  Brooch, Stud fastening, or
Scarf-pin, post free in Great Britain, 9d. each.
Exceptional value. Only limited number in
stock.—From Miss E. M. Vance, General
Secretary, N. 8. S., 62 Farringdon-street, London, E.G.
N.B.—Note compulsory slight advance in prices.

THE LATE

CHARLES BRADLAUGH, M.P.

A Statuette Bust,

Modelled by Bnrvill in 1881. An excellent likeness of the great
Freethinker. Highly approved of by his daughter and intimate

colleagues. Size, 6J ins. by 8f ins. by ins.
Plaster’ (lvory Finish) ... 3/-
Extra by post (British Isles): One Bust, 1/-; two, 1/6.

Thb Pioneer Press 61 Farringdon-sfireet, London, E.C.; or
Miss E. M. Vance, Secretary, N. S. S.

All Profits to he devoted to the N. S. 3. Benevolent Fund.
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\j . .

! Marriage Laws, especially to secure

ii’s61UI* of d,v"aoaad and wife, and a reasonable liberty
VWsSsJsst

. ___b*AiGlogal status of men and women, so
tights ,, 6dtion of ,,,1a”"6P°ndent of sexual distifvtiaka

i °f ihntU 'rdnirom forms of violenoe, and

KQ Ay or. 8 who would make aprofit out of their

i“oos BRI Mtary distinctions and privileges,
ik - linp “»agonistic to justice and human

L. and wise means of the con-
VV ™ U EQ ke masses of the people, especially
"~ABa~~he8 Where insanitary and incommodious
N of opan geeitdd, cauce piljicildal
% > itad!°a of th Detko deterioration of family life.
KVn*0ga?10at and °,.cISht and duty of Labor to organise
~tt; abatHptetectio™ 4onomiRal advancement, and of its
SJb ' 8n=t combinations,
S iST titetim lihe~ea of Reform for that of Punish-
tm ** brnLr criminalE so that gaols may no
A hao atopilyBiGal ,v:IsatioiQi 01 even of mere detention,
"1» O eOLafaotQi “tOllectual, and moral elevation for
hfcViiAe® 0 the Rnti-social tendencies.
alCmi- BtiQ'iniQoi: 7aw to animals, so as to secure
a of legal protection against cruelty.
NHHEL In*°~ ketween nations, and the substi-
* War in the settlement of inter-
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