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A M) rld A~ much beseems the brave man, uncer-
S many things, to be certain of himself for

Gospel of Peace and the War.

"RipieB ?7* Jesus, prior to his deoease, assured his
Ree atj jr k8 legacy to them would be his own

in ,. eat his objeot in speaking to them was
“Rtieg Itn they might have peace. When his
p°agh hi  *or™1lin bis name they preached peaoe
“Jel o N Sis Gospel was to be known as the
tktlle SQth aCe' and the God behind it is described
jiBgreat °1 n°t of confusion, but of peace. Indeed,
.estaneni central, all-inolusive term of the New
1'live Peac0* Believers are solemnly enjoined
4 -MKn, Ky wist 8l mer- and Sheir faithful
I™"Qesn » 18bo yield “ the peaceable fruit of righ-

G isil * constant exhortation addressed to
J B" be at peace among themaelvea™T

- 1IHL
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V S»« * non-resistance, pure and o>t
<*>*]1 affairs. This was the doctr Q
tV pOmisingly proclaimed atthe an a Dr>
bvantae Sooiety held only afew J ~ Pease
. Mr. Joseph Kir&g, M.P., 8« jO“ their
nCittw Rev. Richard Roberta.lifted VO Qn
whatever.

newica REHITISE ARARNBUNeth
"Odgm " «port in the Christian World for
ol | JoAxErts, a Presbytexian rdristes of high

«it w! m'gl,t]%ﬁ that, judged By ortlinary potitical
> J j% hgt arX Was the chief culprit in the pres-

Y KR Wstas) a Christian, he cauld never
"W Pteaenf3 n Shteous.” The Rev. Dr. Orchard
% 2>1d wn'ul* sadly confessed that if asked

tvy to 8a ,ave done” ? he would have been
i(ll v thinsy’ t don't know.” “ He only knew

NA~AMW berfa du was the wrong thing.” _It
% (dealle™x, d that, on a former oooasion, Dr.

n.d'&enfiB x r " an operation of God.” With
» 00 follow!l« S this largely attended meeting
R.-a thir Sre8olution:—
iI'oitiB.to UdahaW* meetinS of the Peace Societfvt
erly

Ch7atibk~ 611 PersuasTon that all war is u
a; alj 1h the spirit and tenor of the Gospel of

vidtiLilgeit or * n<? Pl°a of necessity or of policy, how-
WAVR U natiGrPCUaE3h QUail to'releaso either indi-
»8 oatix:Freieasirl« his name, from the duty of

| @t in thn i?-n to all war- 14 ia alsQ firmly con’
.‘he reoolro  vin® hand, but available for men,

the cof°x8 an”™ in obedience to _the Divine
Editigy of permanent and universal

al

‘will,

Aljces’,

Ir' hpX~
uO<W twve

f?°ararjef, the men and women who have

Ikjty of trible ij rOQlain loyal to suoh convictions

ItftvVI®ot B,03 aa the present. Specially

‘Wa”\?if,beits an,}® Bn°h olergymen as the R9vs.

tit? tp fti~pathw™* .~ t0, who, in a denomination

W etah “eat | an® Wp_rkin? for the War,
N 3 sit7 Phrigtif rs°nal sacrifice, for what they

1 @to~th rfiof n Principle. We are convinced
~Qlity totB °° nothing but a myth; but
0 a mere myth is infinitely better
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than the hypocritical allegiance to it professed by
Christendom as a whole, while in practice giving
the direct lie to it every day.

Take, for example, the anomalous position which
the Rev. R. J. Campbell defended at the recent
meeting of the Congregational Union. He read a
paper entitled “ The Christian Attitude to War,”
in which, according to a lengthy report in the
Christian World for May 13, while avowing the
greatest sympathy with the pacifists and the deepest
respect for the principle on which they insisted, he
did his utmost to reconcile Christian principle with
the use of armed force. He frankly granted that
the apparent irreconcilability between the two was
causing serious heart-searohing to many professing
Christians. He alluded to one of his own young
men at the City Temple who had said to him:
“1 feel that I must fight for England, but | feel
equally that in doing so I am nob acting as a Chris-
tian.” What had the reverend gentleman to say in
reply ? In effect only this: “ If you resolve to fight
for your oountry and for our version of Christianity,
you will but imitate the example of Christian peoples
during nineteen centuries ; and you may rely upon it
that in so doing you will be giving the most accurate
interpretation to the spirit, however you may con-
tradict the Utter, of our Divine Master's teaching.”
Is not this oasuistry at its lowest and worst ? Does
it not prove that the profession of Christianity is, at
best, but a specious form of hypocrisy, for which
there can be no valid excuse ? Some years ago Pro-
fessor Vernon Bartlet, of Mansfield College, Oxford,
delivered a lecture on “How and Why the Gospel
Won Europe,” in which he attempted to show that
in a few centuries Christianity “ penetrated and
finally won the Roman Empire.” Now, what did the
religion which thus “ penetrated and finally won the
Roman Empire ” signify ? According to Dr. Bartlet,
these three things : “ An ideal of love as the seoret
and motive of goodness, in contrast to selfishness in
all its myriad forms, as the spring of action ” ; such
a realisation of this ideal of love as inoluded “ not
only the world of our senses, but also and still more
that which lies behind the material and bodily, and
gives to these all their higher or human meaning ” ;
the dignity of man which, * in the light of relation
to God, is something going deeper than a man’s
earthly lot or condition, all ranking alike in their
intrinsic manhood” ; and the rebuking of * the
haunting doubt whether the personal sacrifice of
time and effort in the service of men who often seem
to yield but little harvest, be after all worth the
labor spent upon them.” Suoh was the religion
which, we are told, “ penetrated and finally won
Europe” ; and the question naturally arises,”What
did this religion of ideal love, of appreciation of
human dignity and value, and of the beauty of
vicarious service, do for Europe ? Did the belief in
the universal Fatherhood of God result in the prac-
tical realisation of the universal Brotherhood of
Man ? Did the ministers of the Gospel of peaoe
establish and praotise peace in Christendom ? It is
true that the earliest Christians, the Paulioians, the
Anabaptists, the Mennonite3, and the Quakers posi-
tively refused to take up arms, the latter of whom
are with us still. Clement of Alexandria, Tertullian,
Origen, Lactantius, and Basil violently opposed war
as being quite unlawful for the followers of the Lamb ;
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and it is a well-known fact that Maximilianus, having
been enrolled as a soldier under Diocletian, suffered
death solely because he declined to fight on the
ground that he was a Christian. It may be granted
that thousands of others bravely faced a similar mar-
tyrdom, as suggested by Gibbon (vol. ii., p. 188), but
the fact remains that the overwhelming majority of
the subjects of the Prince of Peace, in all ages after
the first few centuries, have been lovers and promoters
of war. War has been looked upon as the school of
the heroic virtues, and its moral grandeur has been
loudly acclaimed from innumerable pulpits.

Now, because it has been the practice of the
Church either to directly wage, or to lend its material
and moral support to, war, Mr. Campbell draws the
strange conclusion that the mind of the Lord, as
expressed in the New Testament, has been invariably
misunderstood by the pacifists. The Quakers are in
error because they interpret the sayings of Jesus
without reference to the practice of the Church,
whereas the Quakers themselves stoutly maintain
that the praotice of the Church has been a ruinous
violation of both the letter and the spirit of the
Savior’s teaching. But Mr. Campbell gives his whole
case away in two vital senses, and the Congrega-
tional union unanimously followed suit. In the
course of his paper the reverend gentleman makes
the following remark :—

“ Were the Gospel completely victorious there would
be an end of war. It was because in times of peace
they did not rise to the level of moral enthusiasm and
sacrifice they found in war that they had war at all.”

In that case, Professor Bartlet was entirely mistaken
when he asserted that the Gospel had finally won
Europe. It has not won it yet. It is an infinitely
long way from winning it. The Prince of Peace has
never reigned upon earth. Does it not follow, then,
that to interpret Jesus in the light of the practice of
the Church is to totally misinterpret him ? That
naive admission of the City Temple oracle implies
that had the Church been but obedient to her Lord
from the beginning, there would never have been a
war in Christendom.

Mr. Campbell gives his case the go-by in another
way. The appeal to physical force, on the part of
Christians, deals God a violent blow in the face.
They pretend to believe in prayer, and they go
through the form of praying for victory; but this is
all empty pietism, as is abundantly testified by their
practical reliance on their armies and navies. If in
all wars the best armies and the most efficient navies
win, in what manner does prayer justify itself, or
where does God come in at all? In his controversy
with Celsus, Origen “ maintained that the prayers of
the Christians were more efficacious than the swords
of the legions '’ ; but what war was ever won by
a side that employed prayers rather than swords ?
There has never been such a war. The British
Churches declare that their cause is just and that
God is on their side, and they hold innumerable ser-
vices to pray for speedy victory ; but in practice God
does not get a single chance. Quite recently, the
military correspondent of the Times, then at the
Front, stated positively that “ the want of an un-
limited supply of high-explosive shells was a fatal
bar to our success,” showing most clearly that, de-
spite all religious professions and recourse to prayer,
our complete reliance is on shells, shells, and more
shells.

In all generations, the Gospel of Peace has been
an egregious farce, and all appeals to God in prayer
have been absolutely in vain. How readily our men
of God put on khaki, and how proudly they hold up
their heads and strut about in their military uniform!
The Gospel of Jesus has never once been seriously
tried, while the Gospel about Jesus, or the Gospel of
Christ, as exemplified by the Church, has at last con-
verted Christendom into one huge, revolting, and
horribly bloody battlefield which already records the
sacrifice of millions of innocent lives1l O for the
reign of common sense, for the awakening of Monarch
Reason out of long ages of drugged slumber!

J. T. Lloyd.
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The Ethic of Unbelief.

The more commonly a word is used, the uIdﬁ,B.,.
it is to misunderstanding, and even abuse,

of its being used in every-day intercourse hIWji
most people the need for definition, and iu
time the word takes on a host of secondary ®%ci
that are fatal to dear thinking; and 3 mi
these implications are not merely secondsj
may be antagonistic. Let anyone observe
made of such words as ‘‘belief,” “ unbelt>
“ doubt,” and he will have at hand a first-c™ \J,
tration of what has been said. Take up Nt
sermon or religious writing that comes to &

it will be found that doubt and unbelief ®TEmp;
as of almost equal value, with unbelief dis® joy
though it were, to use a cant phrase, a 9i
empty negations. The unbeliever, it % 8 ;P
nothing to the world’'s power for Pr°? i’
function is purely critical and destructi ;

only men of strong convictions that n~::
we must pass through seasons of doubt an
the best thing is to treat them as mental
and effect a cure as speedily as possible. iors

This attitude is not really justifiable ev .-
tion to doubt; it is still less justifiable in]j ~te;
unbelief. So far as religion is concern® ™ de$
always a positive aspect to doubt which H
find it convenient to ignore. Something ev

gest doubt ; there must be some flaw int " U
presented, or some perception of a
opposite charaoter. In its lowest term, “u’
imply indecision; in its higher, it may o0 *

the growth of a very positive opinion a»a ol
thesis presented. If a juryman finds the e, t>
for and against a prisoner so equally bala®

he is unable to come to any definite deoisi
doubt; but his state of mind will be tbaC

suspense. If the evidence on one side is 0’ K
stronger character, but not sufficiently J N\
conclusive, he will still doubt; but in this
will be present a positive element in the 3
strong presumption in favor of either I's
innocence.

Doubt, then, is a state of mind prodnce afe

perception of conflicting evidence, or by m,
of the faot that the evidence produced j31 ,gf
to warrant a rational conviction.

ol°’d
truth but sn.r,.nioabt>" N°t only senes
Doubt s Hstaun er1t|reJygn’meousc°°ap|K

nr? r b°oest
mayybe %oneejtgf b oes or qﬂ'%nﬁ\%/’-}e’\
all. The only rationa
sion as “ an honest doubter " is
tells you so, and in that case it re?ers
expression. of
Doubt, not disbelief, is the real °VV°Bedd?]*
Popular thought, again encouraged W , wff
interested reasons, treats disbelief pel' -
opposites. This is really not the ca0 '@ jjjf
disbelief are two sides of the same 1l fit W _jji
| assert that twice two equal four, i otwfi*
cation my disbelief that they equal
The belief in a flat earth asserts .,
rotundity. Belief and disbelief arfl a
the same mental state. Each irup'188 jjevsLlAt t
viction. That is why the strong dis™ “gllf--,L
sturdy believer. And when we leom v E
world’'s saviors have been men
can cheerfully endorse the statemen > (Qlioy
that they were, of necessity, strong a rgn
And, as with doubt, it is absurd to fgfgre
or dishonest belief. An honest u, .but“?8
mean an unbeliever who aots honestly > jjOf.
refers here to his conduot, not to ~ 3heiieV0 j,

meanmg to suo™

e

can believe what he will; he must thrrto
can. He may be led to a false tjliftf \iﬁ,
lessness, or by constitutional r"\v
evidence; but the fact ot hs jje

touohod by thes® considerationw.. “aréges™ di
to believe or disbelieve from 10 pocf*V
But in that cask he is Bimply a
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that these are more numerous in the
“Soos than in the non-religious w°rkR .

180 not mean by what has been said that |t is oi
consequence, or of even little consequence, what
anon believes. The social importance of beiiei

revein quite unaffected whether belief 18 °
taty or otherwise. | believe that man s behefs are
®’ngthe moat important things about “m , they
®ertnire very largely what he does; and the his-

tI80> the sociologist, and the politician must

reckonwith them if they desire to either under-

a? or direot events. The really important ques-

What is that wo believe or disbelieve ? and
K 6*at from this point of view.it can be shown
¢ , while the professed beliefs of the Christian
ff.toply disbeliefs of a deplorable character the
trev 6fs of the non-religious world imply beliefs of
‘ghest sooial importance.

. hat us take first of all a question that marks the
,, Pestafia oldest division between the religions and
t “““-religious world—that of the natural versus
m ~Pecnatural. We unbelievers have no doQhte
tact 8 1Qestion. Our disbelief in it is of the
ta n Positive and decided character. We aee no
b1t Qrbelieving that at any time in human history
p 8thf e been any manifestation of supernatural
S - nthe affairs of man. We see things that
amattnbated to the supernatural in one generation
OB J>ander the oategory of soienoe at a later * e
thel 80hef in the supernatural is, therefore, o
¢ Vv Wa8e asPOot of our firm belief in the omnipo-

Enatural forces and the universality or natun
Remove this and the foundations of our

itia ,ef Bgone. But ours is not a “ hare negation,
It jn , Wrongest and most positive of affirmations,
ojoives a belief without which all science be-
B~ rimpossibility. It is the religious believer
eamin hia belief, is committed to soepticiem con-
S~ generalisation which has stood ev®y es

» anbe applied to it, and in the absence of which

"HUr o “mma is Inconceivame.

r “Shis 8Pecih® religious doctrines there is
&&B bprron b0 drawn. Every Christian pro-
r™tinnle*  the divine birth of Jesus. In some
Ss hOr 8 .manner, out of all the thousands of mil-
“ru Nji.? mto the world, this one individual was
(“Hever0'3* *he aid of a human father. The
Ik? good fa88er™B that the laws of birth which
t °bare ar ,~°bn Brown or Thomas Smith, and
7at of o amittedly so for every individual in every
t 8 hot 8 ~°b0>hold good for Jesus Christ also,
m ennl ~cation of how many people believe

||aw°7trarv f.

It is si rt
ute/ fr |Lf’>and of the ;go
tft Par

[y

all"~"™~an_ex
|I|ty« iverBaii
re, again, ib mtb_ * Of the

lo h

/\ /\ 11} h
»C >» |>>nmetho§gm reamome "IT™MO L
» Mﬂlfal?ﬁ‘jémﬁ)a verRable idiot’s tale, unreadable

S *Bthe | & ba8 acertain belief about the Bible;

i7e \e linker. We do not accept his belief,
*ritj aat these a Ver”™ decided one of our own. We
Wi - &a or 8apernaturally inspired religious

jbe -and tha”~fu11008 croP nP parts of the
W , cviliaa*; “bey become fewer and more neglig-
ee ~,a8 Oran th bcjdops. The Red Indian has his
lieerftilCan hiHbe Siberian savage has his shaman,
~era« B mru;71j do°tor, they all deolare their
3etndB arelldieiv and whether these inspired
hnta Se0|rWn* en or oral m a mere matter
ese things, the unbeliever de-

e® 8283 ritin3ana™ Thetween the Bible and other
h 8miginV believe that they all have
h Pies 7t by .that their value must be deter-
V/fai ) bef’;re °uron”ar method of appealing to
a are &> hum jbem>but by what we know of
uttmiaQ natare, and social evolution.

t PO- Or s#lk a negation; we are affirming
évery I* £ 18 a negation, it is of the

W Utb makes when confronting a

oy age

Gh ] b other matters. In a dozen
riatian preachers are found assert-
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of of the lamp.
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ing that religious doctrines—the belief in God, in a
soul, in a future state, are essential to right living.
The man who forsakes these beliefs loses his hold on
all that makes life worth living. Put in plain lan-
guage, there is here the belief that human nature is
such that without a bribe or a threat man is a beast
—if not worse than a beast. This involves the denial
of the possibility of any marked degree of excellence
in the absence of a coercive external force. Man
must never be allowed to stray beyond the vision
of a watchful policeman—on earth or in heaven.
The Freethinker disbelieves this, but his disbelief
carries with it the belief that poor as human nature
is, it has at least enough inherent goodness to carry
out its legitimate domestic and social functions with-
out being bribed by belief in heaven or terrified by
belief in hell. The Christian is fond of talking about
the pessimism of unbelief, but, whether it be right or
wrong, there is certainly greater nobility in a teach-
ing that takes man at his highest and appeals to the
best that is in him, than one that treats him as a
compound of fool and felon, incapable of reoognising
where his duty lies, or of carrying it out.

It is absurd to speak of opinions as opinions, or
being either good or bad. One might as well talk
of the color of a sound, or the size of a smell.
But it has been part of the policy of the clergy
for ages to identify special opinions with undesirable
social qualities, and the trick has been played for so
long that it is no easy matter nowadays to expose
the deception. But if it is ever justifiable to speak
of a mental state as being immoral or dangerous, it
must surely be of that set of opinions which, reject-
ing all human experience and sane science, reduces
reason to a mere delusion, and morality to the re-
pression of criminal instincts, under fear of punish-

ment or hope of reward. ~ gohen

William Ernest Henley.

* For proud and fiery and swift and bold—

Wine of life from heart of gold,

The blood of his heathen manhood rolled

Full-billowed through his veins."

—James Thomson.
I the steady flow of new editions is evidence of
popularity, it is clear that the works of William
Ernest Henley are growing in public favor. He
was a most delightful writer. Nearly everything
that he has done is vital. He may offend, but
he never tired his readers. There is no suspicion
It may be reckless, robust, untamed;
but it has always the breath of life in it. We
can trace the influence of many greater writers in
Henley’'s work, especially of Heine and Whitman;
but for all that, both as critic and poet, he was
a man of separate and dominant personality. He
wrote as no one else wrote, and he saw everything
quite fresh and straight with his own eyes, careless
of established reputation or the canons of opinion.
Courage was the motto of his life and of his work.
Because of his individuality, he had to make his

way slowly, and to wait for recognition. In his
Preface to the first collected edition of his poems,
the author said: “ After spending the better part
of my life in the pursuit of poetry, I found myself,
about 1877, so utterly unmarketable that | had to
own myself beaten in art, and to addict myself
to journalism for the next ten years.” What Henley
did for journalism and literature as editor of the
National Observer and the New Bevieio was remark-
able. Indeed, the National Observer was long recog-
nised as the most brilliant literary periodical of its
time. It was audacity itself; the last work in cook-
sureness, in contempt for its enemies, in originality
of treatment. It did not signify that the paper was
professedly true-blue Tory. On its purely literary
side it was always very advanoed, and on the side
of the “ intellectuals.” Its so-called Liberal opponent,
the Speaker, was, in comparison, the hindmost of the
reactionaries. To glanoe ovor a list of Henley’s con-
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tribntors is almost to reckon up a decade of writers.
Here it was Robert Louis Stevenson printed his
scathing “ Open Letter ” regarding Father Damien.
When Harper’'s objected to an outspoken chapter
in Thomas Hardy's Tess of the D' Urbervilles it found,
promptly, a warm welcome in the pages of the
National Observer. In the same paper, appeared
Rudyard Kipling’s rollicking Barrack Boom Ballads.
Sir James Barrie wrote much for Henley’'s paper
in its earlier days, and we remember that it was
in an article by the editor that The Little Minister
was hailed first as “ a book of genius.” Andrew
Lang wrote delicious verses for the paper, and among
the other poets of the journal were W. B. Yeats,
T. E. Brown, Katherine Tynan, and Alice Meynell.
The late G. W. Steeven’'s finest work, Monologues
of the Dead, appeared in the same pages. In short,
the National Observer appealed to critical tastes, to
the cream of English intellect. Many a man whose
name stands high to-day, had to thank Henley for
wise and strong encouragement, for his first start.
He was unwearied in aiding his contributors; he
would work up their articles and stories himself,
if necessary, until perfection came.

This strong-souled vehement man, who suffered
muoh, undisheartened and undismayed, was a born

singer. His work was never garrulous or flat. He
never sang except when the mood was on him. His
earliest published verses, In Hospital, Bhymes and

Rhythms, showed the man’s nature, and revealed
that mixture of realism, defiance, and a depth of
tenderness that characterised the whole of his work.
We see the surgeons, the patients, and hear the
heart-beats of those awaiting the sentence. It was
while in the Edinburgh hospital that Stevenson first
Game to see him.

To compare Henley with other poets would be idle,
even if comparison were our purpose. He is so unlike
any of them that we are stopped on the threshold by
his peculiar manner. Henley has filled his work with
pregnant phrases, and there is enough in him to make
the reputation of many poets, whose gifts are less
solid, but more showy. If anyone doubts Henley’'s
poetic gifts, let him read his London Voluntaries.
Try this description of a spring day in the Metrop-
olis :—

* There is no man, this deifying day,
But feels the primal blessing in his blood.
There is no woman but disdains
The sacred impulse of the May, [her veins,

Brightening like sea-made sunshine through
To veil the ensigns of her womanhood.”

Or this, describing a drive at dawn at Chelsea :—

“ And in the piles the water frolics clear,
The ripples into loose rings wander and flee ;
And we—we can behold that could but hear
The ancient river singing as he goes
New mailed in morning to the ancient sea.”

Henley grasped as no poet before him the genius

of the greatest city in the world. Take this
searching picture:—
* Out of the poisonous East,
Over a continent of blight,
Like a maleficent Influence released
From the most squalid cellarage of hell,
The Wind, Fiend, the abominable— [and light—

The Hangman Wind that tortures temper
Comes slouching, sullen and obscene,

Hard on the skirts of the embittered night;
And in a cloud unclean

Of excremental humors roused to strife

By the operation of some ruinous change,
Wherever his evil mandate run and range,
Into the dire intensity of life,

A craftsman at his bench, he settles down

To the grim job of throttling London Town.”

That is London in the grip of the east wind. Here
is the great city on a bland October afternoon :—

* For earth and sky and air
Are golden everywhere,
And golden with a gold so suave and fine
The looking on it lifts the heart like wine.
Trafalgar Square
(The fountains volleying golden glaze)
Shines like an angel-market. High aloft
Over his couohant lions, in a hazo
Shimmering and bland and soft,
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A dust of Chrysoprase,

Our Sailor takes the golden gaze

Of the saluting sun, and flames superb, »
As once he flamed it on his ocean round.

Now take this by way of contrast:—

* Thro' the gloamings,
Under the rare, shy stars,
Boy and girl wander
Dreaming in darkness and dew.
Oh, the brilliance of blossoming orchards =
Oh, the savor and thrill of the woods,
When the leafage is stirred
By the flight of the angel of rain.’ n

Henley takes his place beside Rudyard KP
a poet of the fieriest patriotism :—

“ They call you proud and hard,

England, my England:

You with worlds to watch and ward,
England, my own !

You whose mailed hand keeps the keys

Of such teeming destinies,

You should know nor dread nor ease
Were the Song on your bugles s 10w n, Eng
Round the Pit on your bugles blown ! n

On the subjeot of death, Henley always wr?Agom
dignity. One remembers Stevenson’s apprQ0
oertain memorial verses, which conclude

* So be my passing.
My task accomplished and the long day do
My wages taken, and in my heart
Some late lark singing,
Let me be gathered to the quiet West,
The sundown splendid and serene,

. GO~
It would %e possible to cite a score Ol

inspiring passages. For example :(—

“ The pomp and power 8
Of round on round of shining soldier sta

Patrolling space.
Generous thoughts
And honorable words and deeds, "
That make men half in love with fate « j!

The lines whioh uttered his own proué deiif*co

fate are already on the road to |mmortaI|ty'_
* In the fell clutch of circumstance

I have not winced nor cried aloud,
Under the bludgeoning of chance

My head is bloody, but unbowed.

It matters not how strait the gate,
How charged with punishment tn

I am the master of my fate,

scroU

| am the captain of my soul.” alis
There could be no fitter summary of a dsRR
ously, defiantly spent in battling ag&n oo

opposition, and many buffets of fortuo0™ of
note of manly defiauce let us take I0Oa
Hail, and Farewell!

B
The Evolution of the Solar Sys®i]
(Concluded from p. 331e~
As the just-given passage from Sir D»v"  eyideot

many systems other than our own dispia™0 br@&!
of stellar development. Hersohel long ~g0 grA/j
forward an array of facts pointing bo ~ f®7jii
transformation of nebulae into stars. e O*N
philosophical astronomer, as a conse<l ~jjci*
survey of the evolutionary phenoin@t (jb™ S
heavens present, arrived at the cond03”
suns of outer spaoe and our own fnrQl?0
oiroling planets, were the outcome of ® tbf~
operations of an orderly process of 0V°10 j;s ail
the agencies of which “ inhabitable W
with warmth, light, and life were broug m
of primitive gaseous matter.” X

It must be granted that nebula® 7 d&R
heavens in every stage of developO&1*jOrs
by the Nebular Hypothesis. Some 00,"e
appear utterly ~differentiated; °bk0Or0 0
the stage in which a nucleus has beoo
cernible; while others, further
nucleus quite dearly as a beautifyl 8 0J iflAr
Still further progress may be w” B°00000*
nebulous masses which reveal the pf0S

diG-Jr
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‘to'or'rie nebnl°™ stars pass by graduated stages
aneler 10 wwowing suns. Thus we may trace in
hezg i Jascen™NDg series the passage of a nebulous
imnmerki s"ar or family of stars. The existence of
play raole n®bulous masses which combine to dis-
oreldHy eesential aspect of ascending change is
With ~ taught with the deepest meaning.
W&et/1 8*and °fbGr clear-thinking astronomers,
@Rerg V ? entitled to mentally piotnre the never-
~atelvr * nnsPeakably slow changes which ulti-
exha« Ga® Possible the wealth of life and mind
The npU tiny Planet contains.

doete o ¢re™ iWgment of a profound and dispas-
~5acoiah Stre'Physicist, the late Professor Simon

(L ' Wea delivered in the following terms:—

Hebniar™ 6 Present time we can only say that the
Unties vP°thesis is indicated by the general ten-
provea ;0t, faws °f nature, that it has not been
anecesn® 06 nc°nsistent with any fact, that it is almost
WeeatSary c°nsequence of the only theory by which
8uwi8he i@nn~tor the origin and conservation of the

c’nservat’ e 4bat l4 rests on the assumption that this
asWe 10nis to be explained by the laws of nature

Sceptical 866 fbem in operation. Should anyone be
‘he p" aVv °'hf snfficiency of these laws to account for
widened State of things, science can furnish no
the sun h en°ugh to overthrow his doubts until
i”etnent be f°'und growing smaller by actual mea-

intO«fa.or f'6 nebulte bo actually seen to condense
stars and systems."

Sirabiv Way of viewing the problem before us is
aMil'SE0lh”ed by Sir Robert Ball, wbo has
'@ We  realistic picture of the method in ques-
rK it OtChienc8 onr inquiry by considering the
N “t&ntly jriw ex!8t8, and then proceed to note its
»Ir@8 the Crea8 ng expansion as we journey back
Ba anj Gaantless c¢enturies which ocover tbe
ilfling wmriy Qel°’pment of our luminary and his
852 8.

é‘: alim@. h°Jfn>the daily expenditure of solar
I “ Ont baffles conception, and this never-
G!>ofT REPITOMIBHE 2 Far-y2UbWiRg ardument
8n'sv6 ™2bular Hypothesis. “ The amount
"bm Sa™Nas baen estimated," states Ball,—
Nelkand 7n0®%e on the earth less than one two-

'Nd seetn 1'l106dh  Part of the whole radiation. It
he IQJ. . bat the greater part of the rest flows away

<night 8>ace Now what supplies that heat?
leated bQ§ btst suppose that the sun was an intensely
te°a' hut tliilora“ lating out its heat as does white-hot
iOtcal evji _carinot be admitted, for there is no his-

t7ehotthftJI‘O 4flaic the sun 18 growing colder. We

' «bg sun . 'gbtest reagon to thiyrike thidp) the
meaauwably weaker than it was a couple
jud Sepge 29°> yel i tan be-shown-that, if the

YAWBniq6 y radlating beat as simply a hot body,
€ObEd woh°ol serw* degrees TRy Ye#k) abd biusk

bv . . triousands of degrees within the time
atv. o5 .GoHeal record  We—therefore, concludle
le sbhply tn 801116 other source of boat than that

Oh(38ested tW G;ndeRCCUO0- 14 might. for example,
| corns- boad °f the sun was supplied by

8ufSa day v Ination. It would take twenty tons of
w.ace to arbed on each square foot of the sun’'s
ﬁaﬁ*oadeOf . tbo daily radiation. Even if the sun
? (@t bfi°ne °f fuel as efficient as coal, that

taan“ the n, Gbtirely expended in a few thousand
Present fate of Fadistion was to be sus-

Ue sabbot, th

ia68EifiB8 b8ELC e N0, be granted that the source of
, Ohbinov- 0 be looked for in any kind of
4e°tion luD wbich occurs within its mass,

i'4r o f tb8n, are we to seek for this extra-
.Neug broe 0 expend heat? Only one extra-
bbmbe, ,;f08n seriously suggested. The

‘itv °b the 1 m8teors which are constantly
,> fuLCE heaf. 5UQ doubtless furnish a certain

S by £ thQ of heat that is
la“ of shooting stars upon the
alBty With 8Qn°eivably supply the quantity

V "»a pL &»> rootless prodigality. On well’
'tOS/j ca POnciplee it is easy to prove

Were5 Ot bioteors in collective mass equal

° keat co,uplunSe int° the sun ever)él year, the
LJu not bo sustained from this source.
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Now, there is no reason to believe that meteors in any-
thing like this quantity can be supplied to the sun, and
therefore we must reject this source also as inadequate.”

Owing to a complex combination of oircumstanoes,
there are strong reasons for thinking that the sun’s
heat is dissipated with extreme slowness. The solar
orb is a giant body which is still in a state of incan-
descence. And as a consequence of its enormous
size, and as a result of one of the laws which govern
cooling masses, the sun is able to maintain its exces-
sive temperature with scarcely appreciable diminu-
tion. It is a generally recognised principle that
when energy disappears in one place, it is restored
in another; and when this principle is applied to the
sun, the long-standing problem as to the manner in
which it maintains its tremendous heat is practically
solved.

As the solar globe parts with its heat, contraotion
takes place, and its constituents therefore become
more closely pressed together than they were before.
The outer parts of th9 sun are continually falling
towards its centre, and this exercise of gravitational
force is at present sufficient to generate all the heat
required, to compensate for what is being expended.
Helmholtz estimated that a contraction of about
100 feet par annum from the solar surface towards
the centre would meet the yearly expenditure of
energy. Later and more elaborate investigations
have increased the original estimate to nearly 200
feet. But this amplification in no way invalidates
the general conclusions necessitated by the earlier
calculation. If we double the original figures, the
amount of shrinkage demanded is so insignificant in
comparison with the enormous girth of the sun that
our luminary could constantly contract at this rate
for 6,000 years without betraying any diminution
whatsoever under the most powerful telescopes we
possess.

According to widely accepted estimates, the volume
of the sun is now shrinking to snoh an extent that
the solar diameter decreases about ten miles every
century; but when we realise that this diameter
approaches a million miles in extent, such a shrinkage
is almost negligible. It must be admitted, however,
that a time must ultimately arrive when the sun will
be able to shrink no longer. It will reach such a
state of solidarity that no further contraotion will
be possible. Then the lord of life and light will
begin to grow cold; but there are now good grounds
for suspecting that radio-active substances also play
a part in maintaining the exoessive temperature of
the solar orb. If this be so, the sun’s beneficent
activities may be almost indefinitely prolonged so as
to embraoe hundreds of millions of years of future
time.

Now, if we admit the substantial aocuraoy of the
estimate that the sun is shrinking at the rate of ten
miles every hundred years, and also bear in mind the
truth that it has been continually contracting for
untold ages, then certain striking conclusions are
rendered imperative. In the first plaee,—

“ a thousand years ago the sun must have had a
diameter 100 miles greater than at present, ten thou-
sand years ago that diameter must have been 1,000
miles more than it is now, and so on. We cannot
perhaps assert that the same rate is to be continued for
very many centuries; but it is plain that the further we
look back into the past, the greater must the sun have
been.”

All that is neoessary is to bring into play the
scientific use of the imagination in order to form a
fairly definite pioture of the past history of our sun.
In glanoing back across the long-departed centuries,
we then see a steadily expanding ball of fire. At a
comparatively modern period of solar development,
we oan imagine, without the least violence to uni-
versally recognised natural laws, an age—remote
enough in comparison with the appearance of the
higher plants and animals on our daedal earth—when
the solar globe was a majestic luminary enthroned
on the entire orbit now ocoupied by the sun’s nearest
neighbor and youngest child, the rapid-running
Meroury himself. At a still more ancient date the
sun must have extended his embraces to the path
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now pursued by the lovely Venus; while at a period
earlier yet he must have reached his arms to the
orbit followed by our Mother Earth. Thus, stage by
stage and step by step, we can imagine our luminary
gradually increasing his dominions until ho had
occupied that stupendous space through whioh
Neptune spins on the confines of the solar system, as
he makes his revolution of nearly 165 years around
his primary.

Although the entire solar system is but a speck in
the ocean of infinity, it is, from the purely human
viewpoint, immensely vast. If an express train were
set running around the earth’'s equator, without
stopping to replenish its fuel, it would finish its
24,000 mile journey in seventeen days. This is
assuming that it ran at a uniform speed of Bixty
miles an hour. The same train, travelling under the
same conditions, would cover the distance between
the earth and the moon—a distance of 240,000 miles
—in about six months. But it would require 178
years to enable the eixty-mile-an-hour train to reach
the sun. And if the express were to start from the
sun, and make a non-stopping journey in a straight
line to the known limits of the solar system—that
is, to the orbit of the planet Neptune—the distance
could not be traversed in less than a little over 5,000
years. Well may Dr. Dolmage say :—

“ That sixty miles an hour is a very great speed any-
one, | think, will admit who has stood upon a platform
of a country station while one of the great mail trains
has dashed past. But are not the immensities of space
appalling to contemplate, when one realises that a body
moving incessantly at such a rate would take so long
as 10,000 years to traverse merely the breadth of our
solar system? Ten thousand years! Just try to con-
ceive it. Why, it is only a little more than half that
time since the Pyramids were built, and they mark for
us the dawn of history. And since then half-a-dozen
mighty empires have come and gone 1"*

Yet all this vast space must have been at one time
filled by the nebulous star we call the sun. Obviously,
therefore, our luminary could not have undergone
an expansion so immense without becoming almost
inconceivably more rarefied than he is now. Thus,
by reasoning from the present to the ever-receding
past, we are irresistibly led to the conception of the
primseval nebulous cloud from whioh our system has
been evolved.

The Meteoric Theory of Sir Norman Lockyer is to
be regarded as a modification of Laplace’s Hypo-
thesis. For, whereas Laplace postulated a highly
diffused gas as the starting point of solar and
planetary evolution, Lockyer, on the other hand,
holds that the nebulae are in reality immense swarms
of meteors.

The advocates and adherents of the Nebular Hypo-
thesis began with the nebulae, but made no attempt
to explain their origin. A few years ago, however,
two American authorities, Professors Chamberlin and
Moulton advanced another theory, whioh not only
supplements the Nebular Theory, but suggests an
explanation of nebulae themselves. These two pro-
fessors hold that the stars are moving in every
direction at tremendous velocities, and that sooner
or later collisions are certain to occur. Out of these
collisions the nebulae arise, and the spiral nature of
most nebular masses is to be accounted for by the
manner in whioh the stars collide. The acceptance
of this theory cannot be said to lessen the olaims of
the Nebular Hypothesis. As a matter of faot, this
new theory—the Planetesimal Hypothesis—places
the Nebular Theory, as at present held, on a firmer
foundation than before.

The preoise plan adopted by Nature in fashioning
her suns and worlds may be in some other age
revealed to the astronomer, when—

“ heaven’s utmost deep

Gives up her stars and like a flock of sheep
They pass before his eyes, are numbered, and roll on 1

The tempest is his steed, he strides the air ;

And the abyss shouts from her depth laid bare,
Heaven, hast thou secrets ? Man unveils me ; | have none."

T. F. Paimer.

* Astronomy of To-Day, p. 49; 1909.
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National Secular Society’s Annual
Conference.

EXECUTIVE'S KEPORT. be(i
T he twelve months covered by this Annual Report b?3 ~
a peculiarly trying time for all movements of ,an
character. Less than three months after this Con
last met the principal countries of Europe became 6
in one of the largest and most disastrous wars inall ~ »
The public mind everywhere became concentrated ~

subject of war, and intellectual matters were, in ?0“S 1» **

if not dead, in a state of suspended animation. ,.(
circumstances, nothing very heroic could be attemp ~
if attempted, could have met with but small success. *
quently, for more than three-fourths of the Per. ~ nt

by this Report, your Executive has been engaged in

very inspiring task of marking time. Everythingto
be done in the way of furthering the Society's A &
been attended to, but this has necessariy” &
little. At the close of such a period it is something
that we are still alive, and in no worse positionégl" Ny
the War commenced. Many movements are uni K §
as much, although it is to be hoped that some of 1|bf:
not beyoad the chance of revival. TO vaiy a " oerio™
saying by one who had passed through the storndy P/ {9k
the first French Revolution : We have lived, and "

its way, an achievement. This Report should, the
considered in the light of these circumstances.™

It is unfortunate, also, that the Secular Society,
has not been able to give, during the past tweyea\V* s
the same generous financial assistance it has o %
previous years; while the many calls, consequent V g#
War, on the Society's subserihers, have made it® f gig*
usually difficult to secure the financial help 4
otherwise have been given. With the close of the jpt*
last difficulty will be removed, and there is eV&” gudd?
that in the not very distant future the Seoul®* ™ {jis
Limited, will again be in a position to materia y
Society in its work.

At tho conclusion of tho March quarter, y°ur aeste"
was compelled to remove its offices from 2 Newc jjoge
to its present address. This was not due to . It
ment of any kind between landlord and ten /jjgb*
premises which accommodated the Freethinker' v~
and editorial offices, the Secular Society, Limit ji
National Secular Society, was needed for te°a.uetn”.
the lease having expired, there was no °ther
but to seek a new home | = 7 7 %« A
Buitding capable of accommodating these - , ffatd =«
although independent, branches of Freethoog”,”.eS
accommodation has been secured for the cu‘v o .,
door to the Freethinker publishing officei al* jecHU,
position overlooks the main thoroughfare, th
whatever advertising advantage may accrue
situation.

During the past year the Society has lost, by
of its old and esteemed Vice-Presidents. .gjsSdp
Johnson, of Manchester, had been a member o vjgit3
for many years, and was a welcome and cbce*or of * jj-
these Annual Conferences. The large nnm
thinkers throughout the country who had maa  /Nfth* j

in this way will have heard of his dew ~gll-b™p
regret. Mr. Joseph Barry was not, perhaps, s.”™ ggtd c]
to provincial members, although his was a fam jot
Freethinkers in the metropolis. He also waj* in
many years’ standing, and owing to his resi“1”ja SO*

aenN'tj

was able to take part in the practical work o .ipe,p
and of the Secular Society, Limited. His ini gOst#® jdi
thing that affected Freethought was keen aU (lie®
the end. In Richard Johnson and Joseph g , YoX
has lost two sincere friends and useful w0*, 5

The Executive has also to regret the i“' revOlx

President, which for several months past , busin09, »
taking any very active part in the Society 0 ,yeg cf
Presidency of the N. S. S. is a post that in a1
ous work, not nnmixed with worry; boW rea*siti>v
only those behind the scenes can proper*” jre*b j
consequence expressed itself in a very seri°u ~gh a {jtP
February last, which necessitated abstensiou

except that of the most urgent character, .~gogl3. ~
so severe an illness is necessarily slow, a_ _rsfi.-t bj,
circumstances, Mr. Foote's recovery I S
rapid than his friends anticipated or his

dared hopo for. He is now on his way to PAeptf\
and although at the time of preparing yopr \j
attendance at the Conference is still nncertai ™ i
tive has strong hopes that before long th® ~ qf
resume his place at the head of affairs, ana Jie
thought party to new victories in the future,

has guided it to victories in tho past.
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isPeriencBrl eeorOi one of your Vice-Presidents, has also
Bodts, Mal?ry S6V0re breakdown during the past few
Credaf Heaford’s energy and youthfulness was so
dledthei f 0of ~*a obaracter that some of us had over-
"e 4te h aCt was n0* "'mmtine t° nature’s assaults.
7@dentivtW Ver’ P'eas’d to say that he has recovered
lat he 6 an0 about, and before long it is hoped
‘Antoday’ p restored to complete health. His absence
i havino h ~onference may, therefore, be taken as due to
iofbewise -eel1.Ullwell, rather than to present illness, and
ToehedtVieC'Saon  avo*d a'l needless risks of a relapse.
her ft- ° r yonr Secretary, Miss E. M. Vance, has also
*Niinher egll =‘aUSe “or uneasiness °f late. The worry,
o a as® “convenience of removal to new premises,
: hetary farjatiler anxious year, have doubtless been con-
Ned dowQ”S 40 er Indisposition ; but now that she has
I's»ext few In ~'0 Society’s new offices, it is hoped that
It in faonhba will see all cause for uneasiness re-
JNbeenunw iIN r'g'alil to add that although Miss Vance

piety’s bum« * S*° ~as noh been absent from duty. The
I, eaa bas been attended to by her in her usual

/f\ep"WRanches of the Society have been formed during
© i «  on ifle atiber hand, it is gratifying to be
cabers, whi ™~ af ~ere 48 a steady accession of new
Relies >nthefut~bould provide the material for new
,.ated propojt-luture- Your Secretary also reports that a
',e 820eroya ‘JNOH Of theseunemw members is secured through
'ieeBi continiyb M rEfsemedQt of the Society which appears
J. bet that °us y in the Freethinker. This, together with
Jinly affeefG/fn “.the great War ” has been unable to
r “t the fnt,tae circulation of the Freethinker, augurs
j,-? boDdon tlte £roaPec”s °f militant Freethought.
tvnyg 1914i outdoor propaganda was well maintained
j. " Wl cL t- ' WIth promised assistance from the Execu-
ij~-batioeg unabated during 1915. Two outdoor
R, &a£ ¢ egent,eip during September last in Finsbury
¢6 ®ibop08sui * ™ with conspicuous success. It may,
*(,, 7t 8Un 'e 40 do something in this direction during
n btiOo mer season. The audiences at these open-
ij , fidt»omiBRv. aj Increaae, rather than the reverse, since
facial oQfiCeV nd ~le on'y obstacle to their extension
1 these f XPense8, however small, must be met;
»yf ,OPpressive  “tm" ahandful of poor persons they
&H: tasenSe of i. mebe Executive desires to place on
" LOFren whn i ° vadue °f the services of so many men
to thig ~keerfully give their time Sunday after
ork and even pay for the privilege of

Sj

’\ofe%é)nlﬁa.rh and Provincial Branches have felt the
Oonsequence of the War Ithough, from
tjpg b % 3%@ f(ha prep-aga-n‘c?ﬂj‘[ zeal lI'S +ibt
Niijn e atuid tuO"?”e8  Discussions on Freethought
il  ~ folln«.6 boom of the guns. The Freethinker
ety ed up h readers and subscribers into the firing
is office; parcels of tracts, etc., from the
S J h’les -1 a°d.it is probable that many who leave
—uea if - " will return with opinions uu
AHdc™ bhe @Q n°llcompletely changed. We are under
Tre ~Nissiojjg™  OtsiOn of Freethinkers as the result of
N s “oltnept
h bta”P'ea win, M many Freethinkers in the 0&w
of cbbe fact of those already serving in
1 »da”S gripvn SOrvice. bas brought into prominence a
il> at tehlfn06 iri both the Army and Navy.
"4%ed 0t °f the r 8 8ervice is, in practice, compulsory.
¢Wer i/bbieron» “*reethinker, and your Secretary, have
inBioin&® sived niftmplassés- ao this bead) and the Fres-
l.4w, @ It; 1Possible publicity to the existence of
MAe” M Which fu® °i the satires of the situation that
aN *ymie S frwl words “ freedom,” *“ liberty," and
° ate risk; y WBed>our Government should deny
il bij; Which niill8 ,beir lives in their country’s service,
bM~tutsunition @ . ‘jgbtened minds regard as an ele-
h. 4ieQ@ly' PoweridXClvdiaed social life. Your Executive
W t9m4 QIcases J-exoePt to give xbe fact publicity,
-.. be h,.' rop°rted is being kept, and whatever
BEDfgr the8t OR%h the authorities to secure
IeJht Winbe j  conscientious convictions of soldiers
ilB £eteHeto De
»ffoptL~k Pr i ncial Propaganda there is little to
bm~fv*8 b® have been maintained more
bis T.n, 1 there has been verv little SDecial
as!é in nrL:?.°b the fault of the Provincial
~ 9 th\ethbisiia, A2 011 to the expense of hiring halls,
' uPublic’ - Lodiously involving risk of heavy

% Sk B AR

of ~ 6Qs (Jjj™ eato both London and the provinces.
' “bday I0ci°r' Hall was under consideration for

(Con?™ 168 by your President, but the con-
~onhnued on p. 346.)

bii».; s,
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Acid Drops.

Yet another nation has joined this horrible War. Italy
has definitely thrown itself on the side of the Allies, and
to that extent it is to their benefit. But we confess that
we are unable to see in this a clear proof of injury to
Germany. It may even be that to drag the whole world
into war, now that victory for her seems out of the question,
may be part of the deliberate policy of Germany. For there
is a point at which mere numerical odds become of small
importance. Where the smaller number runs into many
millions, the larger number loses a great deal of its value.
Over twenty millions of men are already under arms; bat
twenty millions cannot fight at once, and if the number were
forty millions, not many more would be fighting than are
fighting now. So long as each side can present an un-
broken front, and find enough soldiers to man that front,
the number behind can make no great and immediate differ-
ence.

This is really the consideration that gives point to the
phrase, " a war of attrition.” It is a case of one side
wearing down the other side. But it is also clear that the
efficiency of an army is determined by its support from
home. The life of the nation to which it belongs must
be kept going; otherwise the army wastes away. And
this consideration seems to hold good of the relation be-
tween nations. So long as the neutrality of other nations
is guaranteed, it is a question whether the cause of the Allies
would not be better served by this policy, than by their
entering directly into the War. For when a nation is at
war, a large part of its useful productivity ceases. It
begins to use up its resources; and to the extent to which
it does this is unable to feed other nations. Thus, it may
well be Germany'’s policy of despair to bring the world into
the War, and by thus securing a general exhaustion, get
better terms than it would otherwise. On any other principle
it seems hard to explain Germany’s disregard of the rights
of neutral countries during the last six months of the War.

The English papers are not complimentary concerning
Billy Sunday, the Yankee revivalist, who intends to visit
this country to stir up the irreligious. The Daily Chronicle
says that “ his preachings are coupled openly with a diligent
care of the dollar.” Parsons on this side of the herring-pond
are just as keen ; but, perhaps, they do not rattle the cash-
box so loudly and persistently.

Billy Sunday will not create a prairie-fire in England, for
the temper of the people has changed since the Moody and
Sankey invasion. The Daily Chronicle says that Sunday
“ coarsens every theme he touches.” One of Billy’s subjects
s * the fountain filled with blood.”

A man in America is said to have climbed a tree, pulled it
up after him, and never been seen again. Since the European
War, in which 21,000,000 Christians are doing their best to
murder each other, the sincere believer in Christianity must
expect his religion to share the fate of that American.

“ Cheer up, everybody ! There will be no kultur in the
next world,” says the Sunday Pictorial. The journalist
who wrote that ought to go to church, for he has forgotten
the red-hot-poker department in Hades.

The Rev. H. M. Rose, of Westcliff-on-Sea, says that if he
had turned his efforts in other walks of life, he might have
been a very well-to-do man. No one could accuse him of
being a blush-rose.

Mrs. Bramwell Booth, trying to raise the hair of a pious
audience, said that “ few people realised that there were
37,000 illegitimate babies born annually.” What about it ?
Religious folk believe that God was born on the wrong side
of the blanket.

The Rev. F. B. Meyer considers that the courage of the
British soldier is due to Sunday-school training. Like the
shoemaker in the adage, he thinks there is nothing like
leather.

Following the sinking of the Lusitania and the air-raid
at Southend-on-Sea, anti-German riots have taken place all
over England. Unfortunately, the rioters have not dis-
criminated between foreigners, and Russians, French, and
Jews have been attacked. Indeed, so strong is the feeling
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against aliens that even the twelve disciples would not be
safe in this Christian country at present.

One of the “ fat” livings in the city of LondoD, that of
St. Alphage’s, London Wall, has become vacant by the death
of Prebendary Nash. The living is worth about (£1,000 a
year, and the congregation averages six. The deceased
clergyman will not find so “ soft” a job in heaven, for the
old hymn tells us that there “ congregations ne’er break up,
and Sabbaths never end.”

It is a source of endless amusement to watch the profane
and blasphemous ways in which the divines exploit their
God. Great fault is found with the Kaiser for never opening
his mouth without claiming him as his unfailing ally; but
the theologians are fully as guilty of the same offence.
Pastor Loach is confident that God is the patron of Germany,
because its people alone are sincere Christians, the British
Christians being dubbed “ a company of Pharisees and hypo-
crites.” Here, on the contrary, the contention is that the
Supreme Being is Britain’s friend and protector, the Germans
having degenerated into “ a company of Atheists and Mate-
rialists.” Unfortunately, however, British divines are at
sixes and sevens among themselves. Some Anglicans aver
that the War is a punishment for the Disestablishment and
Disendowment of the State Church in Wales, while others
are equally certain that it is an expression of the Divine
disapproval of the Irish Home Rule Act. The only point
on which all the men of God are agreed is that the War is
a judgment inflicted upon us because of our national sins,
which may be summed up in our impious secularisation of
the Lord’s Day, and our stubborn, wicked refusal to take
the parsons at their own valuation. Thus is God exploited
by his own alleged servants to serve their own selfish,
sectarian designs!

The Catholic Bishop of Leeds has just spoken on the
same subject, and is, on the whole, in agreement with those
who regard the War as the wreaking of Divine vengeance
upon a godless world. Naturally, Dr. Cowgill, out of loyalty
to his own Church, spoke thus, according to a report in the
Yorkshire Evening Post:—

“ God had been forgotten in a great measure; had been
ignored by one of the great nations joined to us as an ally,
the French nation, once called the ‘eldest daughter of the
Church.” Its Government and those in high places had
turned against God, driven him from the schools, the courts,
and as far as possible out of all public life. Now he was
ﬁ!lowing that nation to be punished for its forgetfulness of

im.”

While being thus exploited in the selfish interests of the
various conflicting sects which all bear his name, God takes
no notice, either in approval or disapproval. Perhaps
Maeterlinck, after all, is nearer the truth than all the divines
when he speaks of a “ God who sits smiling on a mountain,
and to whom our gravest offences are only as the naughtiness
of puppies playing on the hearthrug,” which is only a polite
way of saying that there is no God at all.

Truth sometimes appears in unexpected places. In an
article on the widespread Anti-German riots, the Daily
Mirror said, “ This Shorn, Ham, and Japheth rubbish, for
which there is not the slightest historical or biological justi-
fication, prevailed.” Freethinkers pointed this out long ago;
now popular journalists echo the strain—and take the
credit.

“ Chestnut ” Sunday was observed on May 16. A lot of
theological “ chestnuts ” are retailed in churches every
Sunday in the year.

In an open letter addressed to the German Kaiser, a
writer in the Sunday Pictorial says, “ with Herod in
eternity, you stand condemned to comparo notos on the
massacre of the innocents.” Why drag in Herod ? The
innocents, in the case of Herod, are the people who believe
in the horrible story.

A Sunday newspaper quotes the line from Barrio's play,
Peter Pan, “ Dying will be an awfully big adventure.”
Provided, of course, that the Christian superstition is true.

A man, over seventy years of age, had to answer the
charge of stealing a tin of pineapple at the Thames Police
Court. It was his first offence, and ho had risked fifty
years' excellent character. The Biblo tells us that Adam
and Eve risked the welfare of the human race for an apple.

At the West London Police Court a man appeared in the
dock without any trousers. It was stated that ho was found
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drunk. Had he been a little more festive, he OSI ..
appeared in the state in which King David dance
the ark.

“ To the exigencies of a Devil-ridden world thJ
principles of Olivet can have no literal appl‘catl '
must rather invoke the wrath of Jehovah and the i
of Sinai.” Thus writes Mr. Horatio Bottomley
Sunday Pictorial. What a convenient religion !

Mr. Stephen Phillips writes
Shakespeare and Milton :—

“ The amazing thing is that at this stage "jifi&
literary history the claim that Shakespeare was a
could ever have been put forward at all. Nowrip -
more essentially pagan in the best sense ever .
apart altogether from other considerations, the r
Shakespeare is so far more a dominant force tna  ,si-
day lies in the fact that he touched on the issue to*

in the Poetry

are, and ever will be ; and did not embroil him®,. ,nC-
arguments which, however lofty, are subject™to”"] fs>
flow of the wavering human judgment.

effect the * Christianity ' of Milton could intervene t
otherwiseflawless-achievement Th verse cff] 1®
from ‘ Paradise Lost,’ in ‘ Lycidas,” where i

loses control of himself, and bursts into a . foeRet

‘ religious ' frenzy which is in no way part of n?

which has the effect of disturbing and entirel

aiready fascinafed render of 3 R 3
Milton, then, was essentially an heroic b7z 0 A ¥
descendant of the great Greeks and Romans"®

pagan with imperfections due to Christianity. g

A little more plain speaking of this kind from s°®eQlg

leading writers would do something to stop tbhem #F

dishonest exploitation of great English write

interests of Christianity. i

jas!

Pious folk contend that we are living in the IBs ac>

the world. It seems like it, certainly.

temporary announced, “ The Carpathians

seems a variation of the Biblical statement o

* skipping like rams.”

The Daily Mail recently had some startling If
“ Men dod Woirrn Buiini Adivei  Fieadish tr?mﬁ.
accompanying letterpress related to the avxif(a G gs
soldiers. No respectable journalist ever referS
tian hell in such unguarded language,

The Salvation Army is a good advertiser, aiﬁl X%@E{Q
a chance. At Southend-on-Sea it organised a ~gtetd .
the victim of the German air-raid. It would ptl
purpose if it petitioned the Throne of GraC
similar horrors in future.

The horrors of the European War are ¢ HDtba'll

think furiously. The dear, pacific Daily t
German conception of the State is that of “ a bed
Being, soulless, cruel, ravenous.” This is
Nonconformist newspaper.
wy

1jihgre are siith seme thikes of men wha igHl * -ait*
of arithmetic,” says a writer in the . L BeetHII"
Christian nations are hazy on arithmetic
tangle of the Trinity. - pi

A War Exhibition is to be opened in k°2?~tiac
ought to be under the patronage of tho Ch
Society.

In a bookseller’s catalogue, under the beﬁ/@* c
beeks, the foHowing wore annowmmmade= j 1 en Pc p?
Prophets and Napoleon IIl. and the ” B bfif
This is not the first time that girls and 0°*“
associated.

A portrait of the Rev. Hugh Price Sob
veiled at the Ivingsway Hall, London, 1
wealthy Wosleyan will present a portrait
Shoemaker to hang beside the other one.

What nonsense public men can talk on
Mr. Lloyd George claiming that Wales, * Q»to”cr\y
has produced a larger number of first'ra_,/) #1
other country in the history of the w 0o t =
Gambetta nor BEraihio Castelar waa &
Bradlaugh, Ingersoll, and Foote any aro *
Principality. All being Freethinkers, t .jLj Oe °
known for any advertisement. But Mr. L Lee ¢
what a religious audience wants—and he 8
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Tiie business of the
eta«™ and Cf Tee Pioebeb PBESS,
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To Correspondents.

Hot, RREDMF und, 1915.—Received from March 15 :
“Brest” i nowleaBed, £41 19s. 7d. Received since:—
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are sorry that we did the Dailu Nein—quite
Bowml°n-an BE3Btice in saying that it took no notice

e YRR ol com ST 108010, Extenation

JJhectherm t  *ew ”nes escaped our notice. With regard
A &nn ater’ Ne society you name is evidently more or

idr affair* Of course, some people dive

i E(/‘oaﬂ .y are tbe dupes. But such organisations
gomg for the of n fpwr officiala

2iiga3towiv rare misinformed. The only Freethought

6oci«/Ca Doken has ever belonged are the National
i SlldmemW and tke Secular Society, Limited. Ho has

for aim Iaftter since its foundation, andhofhthﬁ
"Prica -fiyve years. He appreciates the hi
% yonree an rfendy PP g

fatlU’\ reany ceason why you should? Of course, in a
"‘thooLy\U la‘be duty of a Freethinker to expose Christian
=) 116 has the opportunity of doing so, hut there
)em'a/vJ °££kera>and so many people telling them, that
H‘%W dl cFiminatien iR the expenditure
W Fg to S6M€ people is to advertise
1 their fIP “ £lern- It is often the better policy to leave
Ay erveel obscurity and to their own folly.

iy with the splre?ﬂt? Eucr |us.'d(i‘:a’ besides beirg

*B<f. ou* »tandard. ri d to have
have passed on your correction. jncreaaihg,
‘s CRt6e,atioa ol the paper, and also yo one Of oui

our readers. We wish that fcver>
> \W\eteaa energetic In this direction.

oS Sroholy S0 MP-Foste IS WeH o Hhe Way

’\ - t ieWe8,aar . have before said, he has a lon
ilcat ' “not rlr«_e aira’d that the younger men of th

®Bt. - «un "0 naa Dettor console ourselves with tin
rty Oteshan 623 m>dis one of the proofs that the
mtiis”"The °£ A8 sucoe33 °f their efforts.

mErl8  Rom”pi)utck tkat has any real claim to univer
jsch™Jta sotent; ath®*ic Church. Other Churches are b;
jr <thisFettNeT < 7@ and therefore exclusive. They ma,
E\ ~ticst ycalla Catholic Gospel, but their policy ant

W iS-M gmte the roverae of Ihi3-
"I, @ever fp?*£dre Belloc is undoubtedly a man of ability
tki,: f shonid gtda that he is a Christian and a Roman Cath
ii,j, ~atm»?18 8aY a Roman Catholic and a Christian
rVi“toa 4t83many °f his utterances “ suspect.”

thTw aSree with you that Mr. Lloyd-George’

hUeonip  HuSh Price Hughes almost reaches th
"t Mr, Gpl ax foolish, adulation. We do not knot

'*Sr’\tbut f..8e,ever saw Mr. Foote’s exposure of tha

nifgi00"8 Wren told about Freethinkers ar

"J ¢ ”attosv ri9fians unto righteousness. It is a cunou

camoiE Hugh Price Hughes that “ Heaven, Hell
¢'HuMaright rPv??’" eic i etc., were not theories to

i~ HiOor,'| I8 jndv P 1 e fthat as asmark of greatnc
ISR A

1f '6tt~hate nineteenth century
my* ﬂ%tlon nlahaU"W is the culture—or sincerity-

leaders

4 AoesltaontcomQUf07 n 8ake rather than for ours, tin
\D»?PIN! °t hoIdI78 of feeling rather than reason. T1

|td”ae>d3rm>frsel£ responsible for the accuracy i

lir*tocng © rat|d0| In "he Freethinker, but he hat been
=T |(ht? himself on the fact that his readi
elaimld 1° othera the same freedom of expr
1 toaso* * for themselves. And our columns r

C.'tu. n opinioL0? and relevant reply from those w
vV, £ o«r contributors.

*  * XIIT*D office ia at 62 Farringdon-stre

W n V
C\E,' bocistvs office ia at 62 Farringdon-strc
cw S§
P, t | Seoul
24 R A fRerygational, Seon A PO P Y SR

%

th 8P035|ble Sadary, Miss E. M. Vance, givn

&*eet r, ’)78 Freethinker should be addressed
London, E.C.
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L kctueb N otices Must reach 61 Farringdon-street, London, E.C.,
by first post Tuesday, or they will not be inserted.
Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by
marking the passages to which they wish us to call attention.
Obders for literature should be sent to the Shop Manager of the
Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon-street, London, E.C., and not to
the Editor.

Tee Freethinker will be forwarded direct from the publishing
office to any part of the world, post free, at the following

rates, prepaid:—One year, 10s. 6d. j half year, 5a. 3d.; three
months 2s. 8d.

Personal.

The National Ssoular Sooiety, on Sunday, did me the
honor to re-elect me as its President. | return it my
warmest thanks. My heart is too full to say more,
and | have no time to write it this week. The whol8
situation will be dearer to me (and others). In the
meantime | let the report tell its own tale.

G. W. Foote.

Sugar Plums,

The National Secular Society’'s Conference was held on
Sunday last in the Queen’s (Minor) Hall, London. We
print this week the Executive's Annual Report, together
with a brief summary of the Evening Public Meeting. A
report of the business transactions of the Conference will
appear in our next issue. In point of numbers the Confer-
ence was rather larger than usual, and very keen interest
was taken in all the subjects brought forward for discussion.
Seme of the familiar figures at these gatherings were missed
this year, but the difficulties in the way of travelling had
much to do with this—and alas, none of us get younger.

In the absence of Mr. Foote, Mr. Cohen presided at both
the morning and afternoon business meetings. Mr. Foote’s
non-attendance was deeply regretted by all present, and on
the unanimous vote of the Conference, a telegram expres-
sing sympathy with him in his illness, and hopes for his
speedy recovery, was sent him. His re election to the
Presidency was a matter of course. Everybody felt, and
some said, that so long as he is able and willing to lead the
Freethought Party, there is no other leader desired or
desirable.

The evening meeting in the Queen’s Hall was both large
and enthusiastic. Mr. Lloyd acted as Chairman, and iu
opening the meeting paid a graceful and obviously heartfelt
compliment to the absent President. All the speakers were
in excellent form, and their points were well put, and loudly
applauded. Mr. Wallace Nelson, who is on a visit to France,
was unable to return to London in time for tha meeting,
but an addition to the announced program was made in
the persons of Messrs. Willis and Williams, of Birmingham.
Their speeches, though brief, were excellent, as also was the
speech of Mr. R. H. Rosetti, ono of our younger London
lecturers. Of the other speakers there is no need for com-
ment. They were themselves; and those who know them
will appreciate what that means. Mr. Harry Snell, in a very
forceful and thoughtful speech, closed a meeting that was
alive from beginning to end. And to say that of a two hours’
meeting on a lovely summer evening is iu itself a compliment
to all concerned. .

Mr. Cohen lectures to-day (May 30) at Abertillery,
Mon. The time of the meetings is—afternoon, 3 o’clock;
evening, 6 o’clock. Admission we believe is free, and that
should contribute to the size of the audience, if not to tho
financial profit of tho meetings. We hope there will be a
good gathering of both Freethinkers and Christians.

We have been looking at some highly indignant Christian
denunciations of tho terrible gases with which the Germans
try to heighten the death-pangs of their enemies. Tho story
is awful. Let it bo admitted, but what about hell ? Isn’t

I that ancient establishment worse than any recent place of
'torture ? What is more, will you ever put it out? Ay!
*There’s the rub 1
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ditions imposed, in view of the War, were such that the pro-
ject fell through. In Newcastle-on-Tyne a hall had been
taken for a couple of lectures by Mr. Cohen, and the posters
were actually on the walls, when the military commandeered
every hall in the city. In June last your Executive was
approached with a request for a speaker to be sent to
Portsmouth in September, in connection with a Trades Union
Congress, and Mr. Cohen was requested to represent the
Society on that occasion. With the outbreak of the War
the meeting was abandoned. Inquiries made by the N. S. S.
Secretary to secure halls in the neighborhood of London also
resulted in failure. On the other side of the account it is
pleasing to record that Mr. Lloyd has addressed large and
appreciative audiences at Abertillery and Leicester, which
latter place also received a visit from Mr. Cohen.

While, however, quite alive to the difficulties besetting
indoor lecturing during so stormy a period as the present
one, your Executive feels it right to warn Branches against
a too lengthy adherence to a policy of quiescence. There is
no lack of lecture attendants, and it is possible that the
cessation of lectures in other directions may provide even
larger audiences than are obtainable under more normal
conditions. It is, therefore, to be hoped that, during the
coming winter, every effort will be made by Branches to
conduct a vigorous propaganda.

Of outstanding importance, not only to the N. S.S. but
to the whole world of British Freethought, was the decision
of Mr. Justice Joyce in the Court of Chancery on the ques-
tion of a legacy to the Secular Society, Limited, Under the
will of the late Charles Bowman, the Society became the
residuary legatee to an estate of the value of several thou-
sands of pounds. When the time came for realisation, the
bequest was challenged on the ground that the purposes of
the Society were illegal and contrary to public policy. The
case against the Society was argued at great length by Mr.
Cave, K.C., M.P., but the real issue was never in doubt for
a moment. Without calling upon the Society’s Counsel to
reply to Mr. Cave, Mr. Justice Joyce, in the strongest pos-
sible manner, affirmed the absolute legality of the Society’s
Memorandum of Association, and declined to consider any
other point.

This litigation had all the importance of a test case. It
was not sought by the Society; neither was it evaded.
During its existence other legacies had become realisable and
paid over without question. Thiswas the first time the legality
of the Society had been called into question, and it resulted in a
victory for the Secular Society, Ltd. The Judge allowed a
month during which notice of appeal might be given, and at
the last moment this has been done. The case is, therefore,
not yet finally decided, but your Executive feels confident of
ultimate victory. The issue is joined, and the Secular
Society, Limited, may be trusted to fight the battle with
courage and discretion. And it will do this with the con-
fident assurance that behind it stands the full strength of
militant Freethought. Freethinkers were never backward
when their cause was threatened, and in this case they may
be trusted to act up to their traditions.

Your Executive, bearing in mind that the Secular Society,
Limited, was conceived and founded by your President, has
placed upon the Agenda of this Conference a resolution expres-
sing its appreciation of his services. But it may also be per-
mitted to express here its sense of the service performed by
the President to militant Freethonght. Even in the very
unlikely event of the appeal being successful, the care and
thought in founding the Secular Society, Limited, and the
good already done by it would remain, But it is highly
improbable that any judge will reverse the principle ex-
pressed in Lord Coleridge’s famous judgment, endorsed as
that principle has been by every subsequent judge who has
had a blasphemy case before him, and further endorsed by
Mr. Justice Joyce in the Bowman litigation. In founding
the Secular Society, Limited, your President showed how
full advantage might be taken of the new statement of the
Law of Blasphemy, and up to the present, events have only
served to show the soundness of his judgment.

This is the year of the “ Great War,” and it is only fitting
that something should be said as to its bearing upon the
immediate work of this Society. Very soon after the out-
break of War, reports began to appear in the religious press
concerning the great revival of religion that was taking place.
The logic of events made plain the real value of this
alleged revival. It was soon confessed that the increase of
religion was purely local. Then it was admitted that there
had been great exaggeration; finally it was declared that
people were as careless about religion as they were before
the War commenced, if not more so. And if proof bo
needed of the fictitious nature of this alleged revival of
religion, it is furnished by the annual returns of the
various Churches, which make plain the fact that the decline
of membership that has been going on for some years still
continues.
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The truth is that Freethought ideas and princip™"™-"j;i
too deeply rooted in the social and intellectual
to be permanently, or even seriously weakened by ~ f
outburst of primitive passion, even in c0“f (oo 8
extensive a war as the present one. With the
erganisation of life and thewght, consequent on the G
of war, the group of primitive feelings to™wmo , p
belongs, naturally received an increase of strenfP”
as the more normal habits of civilised life begant , i
themselves, this momentary advantage was " nl
whatever ground had been won by the forces of
superstition, was soon retaken. It should, however, W ~
that in no sense was this advance in religion acaP (]
Freethinkers or of Freethought positions. Itwasa ~
more than a momentary strengthening of religerfl L’jj!
amongst those who were already, in theory, on ther °

It will have been observed that your Kxectztive.” jije”
its way to take any direct action in connection a-
itself. Hfre negLdl NPBETCY of ks ®EERY I SCa i~
from party or political questions and issues ioj Q¥
to have passed mere pious resolutions in favor °y f,
nearly all Europe actually at war, would have, , ., I
the ridiculous. This Society has always SIQGQ f(]/dgiz

intercourse between nations, and for the settle _ W'tk
disputes as will inevitably arise between

peaceful and rational method of arbitration. 8B
has occurred during the past ten months has ~ ji, fi
conviction, and much has happened to strong ~ {3

are as convinced as ever that a cessation of wa ” jjh

brought about, not by a piling up of armamon ~ by’
cultivation of a narrow spirit of nafci®iaalty>"broto™-
growth of enlightenment, by placing reason abo 0GP
and by statesmanship that is inspired , therh@™°
of the interdependence of nations and the bro .
cddmmma humanity. gjed

Two resolutions were, however, passed by ? ° gorsb'l?y
bearinD upen-the-War. One dealt with the **yi* y
was reported in the Freethinker for Decembero . } GF
other was concerned with the violation of the »‘L
Hague Convention by the German Armles bJ
best, is a demoralising and @humanising thing.

. Dnly
nation departs from the customs of wba treaty
facetiously called “ civilised warfare,” ignores oi;
tions, butchers non-combatants, bombards on*1egaid
and sinks ships of peace with a complete disro jjilj'L,.
lose of hife iovolved, the boross of war becervydfr gjfi

and its dehumanising power increased tenfol m oP3A;
tive felt justified, {Kgreﬁn:e _in paRdiPgARE g

subject from a purely humanitarian n
resolution will also be found in the i'r y
October 4, 1914, BN, K

Although it is not at all likely to produce?“”jfld8 vy
Christian pulpit of this country, the Execnti ;
its duty to protest very strongly argamst the.ifis ti
made By BHristign hers. apdWifREys w* dat
fhe-outcome of ¥ne g th "(bfmﬂ?é'@"tﬁb&gﬁﬁd'@- e
in Germany and elsewhere. Exactly the & = -
appears to be the truth. The countries e\ "aDlber9’ p>
are overwhelmingly Christian in P°“t °;fo Of tfenjji;
thinkers representing but a small minority jpjl ™iel!
populations. The rulers of the three_ V.

but d@re/rdatfid® ostentatious in their a . mjro
fervent gBngE have been«?ﬁadelr{oe?gng‘ioﬂ f°/’§e’oK

each has denounced the unchristian .

while the War party in Germany are N ti? Of
upholders of the value of Bible-reading beb!”
education. In addition to these facts, thet™ eXteONjt!:,
of the nations engaged, Christian train””jjie r
many centuries, and it is surely a perBl, aOy Yalbi,,
that had this training and tradition been 0 0

Poree for peace, such a war as the prEseRt °«jj $0
impessikility. Xte War hag,thW@re%re rnai°r 3
teristics of a Christian-senthick e 1 100dat;
tians in each country been in favor of p°7c

solution of international difficulties, this ~O0v
been impossible. Had Freethinkers been pooaj»a
position of Christians, then, also, the ' a3t0lg
impossible. Its occurrence is only an ch|ns® =fl ;
the complete breakdown of Christian tea
a satisfactory moral basis for the condact”~Joati~rd ~»
necessity for resting both national and ia i jn3* ™

upon the solid foundations of intelligence pJ
there ™t~

concerning the Freethought movemene jjy Li»

belligerent countries, propaganda is na-u g ot

suspended animation, although one

r "t
theughtpapers—eontinueto appear. r%l
position, wo can but feebly recognise

confront our Freethought brethren on; tg ypg
admiro théir courage In doing so mm:h as

it

n<
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«<Bout confidence that the end of the Wat mil
~ ady dleverto renew their fight against the”
3V @y Ereedom and enlightenment. the War in
I~ 2 htehr still maintains its position, and In
C-A 'enmto have even intensified its figh ' ¢ P com-
~N'Mt.Mangasarian still keeps Freethonght m a com
Position, while Mr. Percy Ward eontmaes a more
9\ JieFroRABRdaIn the same city.  In New Zealand, the
A-ents our Coffins’ ay e editorship, well
all cause. Australia is still without a
i-IRadin §nni|!0?(iﬁ£l Sﬁ/mes, but it is evident that both
S Jp Py ARIEE TRER Bre ample eppertunities for

alloQnof,, fought organisations [ anly men willing

"Nioate to the work are to be I°un™ . e forward
~«ywhere, athome and abroad, a de<” War.
-, el mest await the conclusion of this g - ¢ ot for

fariah j f PreP i ,
yu The num'BIer eosf ?lcrggestlﬁpnk%rrs rseteadily |pcrease§

ga@ﬁ_@ea% g).e_f.fectively organise them. In Scot_ia
' olofifu uiasg°w Branch continues to hold the Society’s
*». '‘negreater part of the country stands in need of

.. lot) atcan only be effectively undertaken with the
UV ail v 7~ Deaslguarters. On Tyneside, 8 T gCo-
“IWa? \ °*stlire, the number of towns fruitfa\
'ui 'Nation, offer splendid opportumt 3 ¢

V soie whole 8F the«West o Er'ngéhd ad work.

PR OEA RS S50CP Ah BN~ MEryY spas
Nte 'adividual efforts r»p — i,—
- WA FEED ANA
results~ OISR ErE % e 2t e M 1L 7970 1agk A
V *? thel Me lost sight of, and to that cxf°  ~nd 00.
immediate call is for systematisation and

KIC 4 cEip“ 6 and Ith6 tendellCJent® Cl'hé)u?ands u\ﬁon
i Bmei mEd RO e RCRIRCPEa Y dTITEING away
'mC~anity, in spito of all that the Churches oa”
It must bo the Society s ma

ABtiC « tl

"mte °3 aad y » ?rea* war” against ignorance,
y nny, with all their attendant and in-

-feethinkers in Conference.

. g* stirring speeches.
Pr. "TWNG TIHRTITE @ T8 3P roote.
received a more sincere and hearty
* did"yi* "'a”bmh they were held by their fol
L'j dficalat C r- SN Foote, the President of thi
/Gt & at tijp Slety> at the Annual Conference, held oi
~kaAla€ ugdki . —PEts dwandam. g do illlnesss
‘OB hMn i O bY presen® but the--following not'
*r ‘mtiug -a,r7 “fr. J. T. Lloyd, the Chairman of thi
Itllsi\i, n 11g|:| Was °P°Qto the public :—

§<Aj< I NEAEIRINETYIVe yeaxs tiways looked forwaii
n ~Onlerenol13 meeting in connection with th
pit. @~ National Secular Society, i
¢ nnot PAB llinesa prevents me from occupying th
75tv1yet travpien °ocapy a chair in the body of the hall
i?’ealo | bone ' a'though | hope to be able to do so ver,
N il,-;;- the hnd.°U will have a grand meeting ; tha
vrictol0°a trinl8,°f causes,’ as George Meredith callei
3\ ;: lhoneF“1'8 and to triumph, and from victor;
. or!! Phased A 8® many of y°u again, and some ¢
p'ilt letus i,see me again; but whatever happen
K%é’tﬁa and aUkesP our hearts up in these sad an.
1" and cry with one voice, ‘ Three cheers fo

t uo0 G- w- E°otk-
~boA.7Nid tfi Mbmself ono of Mr. Foote’s ables
SstSme c.bearta ¥ dt°,,Sympathy would go out to Mr
us ptot” axl all hoped that he would bofor
A for A'fbe ett ,P°mtion at the front of the Free

Hr BtveOpQblic v, .!7as electrical; and when he ksked

- Sta’sed iu ghgcstatign of that sympathy, a ?ersts
< nesttiimy im negpomse
S & €90l

= a'BEN JI(- RootoQ°* ~ 1 TR ShAL UG A g

®G 10r>1  cannF° 1'8 mageifioént services for nearl
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after seeing one honored head there year after year for a
quarter of a century. Mr. A. B. Moss, a Freethought
veteran of forty years’ service, also alluded to Mr. Foote’s
work as a pioneer of the movement. This was indeed the
keynote of the meeting; honor for the veteran leader, and a
steady determination to carry on his work in the face of all
difficulties.

A pleasant feature of the meeting was the presence on the
platform of two provincial delegates, Messrs. T. E. Willis
and Clifford Williams, of Birmingham, both of whom gave
speeches of marked ability. Mr. R. H. Rosetti, one of the
younger lecturers, made his first appearance on a Conference
platform, and acquitted himself admirably. Mr. Harry Snell,
the Secretary of the Secular Education League, gave the last
speech of the evening, and spoke with great eloquence and
epigrammatic charm. Some of his utterances were par-
ticularly happy, such as the gibe at “ the poisoned gas
from the pulpits,” and of the Church being “ the bulwark
of everything that a democrat wants to break down.”
Equally effective was his remark that “ the present con-
dition of the Christian world was such that three gods
were not too many to put it right.”

Indeed, the level of oratory was very high. The recent
contest in the law courts seems to have roused the old fight-
ing spirit of the Freethinkers, and every speaker seemed
determined to do his best in the unavoidable absence of
the trusted leader of the movement. Both Mr. Lloyd and
Mr. Cohen spoke with unusual eloquence, and Mr. Cohen’s
magnificent peroration on the evil effects of Christianity,
“ which had blotted out two civilisations, and nearly de-
stroyed a third,” was a thing to be remembered. The
enthusiasm of the crowded meeting, too, was a sure index
of the continued activity of the propaganda of the National
Society of organised Freethought.

The first speaker was Mr. J. T. Lloyd, who presided. He
said the object of the National Secular Society was to pro-
mote freedom of thought, and to rationalise liberty in all
things. Faith was the child of stupidity, but knowledge
was the offspring of thought. He had heard of a Christian
minister who prayed to he delivered from the sin of thinking.
Freethought implied thought, unfettered by bias or prejudice.
Some Christians pretend they are Freethinkers, but their
title is rendered void by their pursuing real Freethinkers
with anathema and persecution. Freethought does not seek
to undermine morality, but to overthrow error, evil, and
misery, and aims at the downfall of superstition, and the
substitution of truth.

In Christendom people were slowly casting off the yoke
of superstition, and there was a lack of confidence in
Churches and clergy. Even Dr. Horton said “ the whole
current of things was against Christianity.” The Churches
were wailing to day, for the whole trend of events was away
from priestly tyranny. The infamous Blasphemy Laws
could not be passed to-day, although Parliament was slow
in repealing those most inhuman laws on the Statute Books
of this country. Not until Love was the consort of the
monarch Reason would the world have lasting peace.

Mr. Willis, of Birmingham, said it was owing to the Free-
thought pioneers that made it possible for this meeting to be
held. To-day social ostracism had taken the place of direct
persecution. Christians might multiply their churches and
chapels, but they could not fill them with worshipers. It
was the bounden duty of everyone to speak out plainly, and
if ail did that there would be an end of social ostracism for
Freethought opinions.

Mr. A. B. Moss said the great work before Freethinkers
was to civiliso the gods, who were never better than the
men who made them. At one time the gods did everything ;
now they did nothing. Christianity was untrue in theory,
and unworkable in practice. Theological ignorance was one
of the worst enemies of human progress. The schools of
the country must be secularised, as well as all other institu-
tions. Freethinkers at present cannot hold public offices
without paying a great price. What was wanted was more
honesty, and yet more honesty. When that was attained,
there would be no drag on the progress and the happiness of
the people.

Mr. R. H. Rosetti said the clergy hated knowledge, for its
diffusion meant the capture of the business of clericalism.
The remedy for religion exists only iu fertile minds. Twenty
centuries of Christianity had only resulted in that religion
being loft to tho baser minds of the population. Super-
naturalism must in tho long run succumb to Naturalism.
Freethought was an intellectual movement. Many people
were too stupid to be Freethinkers, but no one was too
foolish to be a Christian.

Mr. C. Cohen said great things had been done by Free-
thought, but they were not out of the wood. Peoplo were
only civilised on the surface, and there was an immense
mass of uncivilised opinion which was a real danger.
Christian papers poked fun at mascots as being evidences of
superstition, but treated crucifixes and statues of the saints
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with respect. Tear off the label, and what was the differ-
ence ? Biding in tramcars, using electric light, and other
refinements, did not make people civilised. There were as
many savages in London as in so-called uncivilised tribes in
out-of-the-way corners of the earth. Think of the shameful
treatment native rases were subjected to! They were filled
with gin; their land was filched from them; they were set
fighting ; and when they were ruined, the Christians thanked
God that the natives were civilised at last.

Secularists were fighting for equality of opinion, but
opinion was bolstered by vested interests. Religion was
forced on children before they understood. The Church,

like a very astute trading firm, actually breeds customers
to like and to bay its goods. It was infamous to take
advantage of the innocence of childhood.

It was said that the European War was due to German
Freethought. Had the outbreak been between two Moham-
medan powers, we should have been asked to look at the
result of their religion. The present happy family of good
Christians was evidence that all the centuries of Christian
training had failed to teach religious folk to settle their
differences in a rational manner.

Papers published pictures of crucifixes that have been
saved in this awful War. Two thousand years ago the
peace of the world was maintained by an army of less
than half a million armed men. To-day twenty millions
of soldiers cannot secure peace. Christianity was a failure.
The cross of Christ spread death and destruction wherever
it had been raised. It had blotted out two civilisations, and
nearly destroyed a third, and its followers should hide their
diminished heads from the indignant gaze of civilised
humanity.

Mr. Clifford Williams, of Birmingham, said the fight
between reason and unreason was coming to a climax.
The increasing popularity of Freethought had altered the
views of the public with regard to religion. None of the
countless hordes of cardinals, bishops, clergy, and ministers
had ever done anything for human emancipation. Let us
continue to plant the flowers of Freethought, so that the
garden of life should be a grander and a nobler heritage
for the children who come after us.

Mr. Harry Snell said that two thousand years ago Chris-
tianity inherited a world of light. Had reason been her
guiding star, the twentieth century would have been a haven
of peace, and not a hell. The present condition of the
Christian world was 3uch that three gods were not too many
to put it right. The Church was the bulwark of everything
that a Democrat wants to break down. The Church’s doc-
trines never were true. Everything Thomas Paine demanded
had been surrendered; all that Spurgeon defended has been
abandoned. Now the Church was intellectually bankrupt.
Dogmas were as dead as the honor of politicians. All that
apologists could say on behalf of Christianity was that it
was a useful cement to prevent modern society from slipping
back into the barbarities of Plato. The condition of the
Christian world to-day was not a measure of the Church’s
success, but of her failure. There was more poisoned gas
from the pulpits than from the trenches, and the unre-
strained savageries on the Continent spoke more eloquently
than any words of the colossal failuro of the Christian

Church. r r” a

God and Man.—lIlI.

Concluded from p. 333.)

The great power of the Romiah priest lies in his
religion, which enables him to say : “ Go to mass or
go to hell.” That command gets the poor, frightened
Roman Catholio every time, and he goes to mass.
The word “ hell ” has made more history than any
word in our language, and it is still on the job.
If you can get a person soared of something he
cannot see, you can get his heart, soul, and pocket-
book. The priest gets this trinity just by saying:
“ Go to mass or go to hell.”

Now, what we must do is to convince the pallid
worshiper that no priest or minister bolds man'’s
fate in his hands, that the brain of man is free
and belongs to himself, that the highest mission
cf the brain is to find the truth, and that the
only atmosphere in which it can think and act is
the atmosphere of liberty.

The sky is brighter to-day with all that makes a
man than ever it was. We need to understand that
everything good is a propheoy and a promise of some-
thing better, and that propheoy does not refer to
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from others, it is what he has done, what he has
stood for in the community in which he lives; it is
that great, grand thing that is not visible in any
possession, but which is apparent in all he does—it
is character, MANLINESS.

There is not in Illinois a monument that stands as
high as Abraham Lincoln, nor in Massachusetts as
high a3 Ralph Waldo Emerson, nor in the United
States a3 high as Robert G. Ingersoll, nor in the
world as high as Thomas Paine. These men stood
for something that counts in the civilisation of the
human raoe ; something that prompts the hands to
applaud when their names are spoken; something
that grows and blossoms in the sunshine of freedom;
something that everyone feels and admires and longs
for; something great in a manly way; something
beautiful in a womanly way; something fair and
bright as the stars; something warm and sweet as
the summer’s sun, and something that represents
the throe great loves that all great men stand for—
lave of right, love of truth, and love of man.

On the brows of these men was the orown of man-
liness—the jewel of character. They stretched their
hands, not to God, but to man. They worked not for
a king and priest, but for the toiler and the slave.
They worked for something better to come, some-
thing that would enlighten the lives of men with the
light of liberty.

Great men look forward; little men look backward.
The brain gets no fire from ashes, no inspiration from
dried leaves.

There are too many persons who watch the sunset,
and not enough who look for the sunrise. The Chris-
tian believes in the past, in the graveyard, in history,
in books that are dead and holy, but Freethinkers
believe in the future, in the cradle, in the homes
of men and women, and in the brains of the living.
The past is gone. We appreciate what it has left to
us, but we cannot allow it to bind our hands and feet
and brains. Our destiny is ahead of us, not behind
us. The setting sun calls man to worship, but the
rising sun calls him to work.

| want everyone that comes into this world to find
awaiting him seventy years of a better life, seventy
years of a batter fate, than any human being has yet
enjoyed.

Then | want everyone, after having lived well, to
leave the world a better place than he found it, and
to leave it willingly, glad that he has lived, and glad
that he has left a better world for those who come
after him.

How often have we heard a man or awoman, upon
leaving a theatre or concert, say: “ Well, I've got my
money’s worth.” We ought all of us to be able to say
the same thing at the close of every day we live. We
ought to so enjoy life—its vast outdoor panorama of
beauty and wonders, and its sweet indoor companion-
ship—as to say every night; “ I've got my money’s
worth,” and, at last, when this life is over, and the
lights are being turned down, and the doors are being
closed behind us, we still ought to feel that we've had
our money’s worth. If I were to give a toast to a
Freethought audienee like this,| would say: “ Here's
to the health, freedom, and long life of the brain of
man—the only leader, the only reformer, and the
only savior of human beings.”

— Truthseeker (New York). L. K. Washbuen.

CASE OF WASTED CHARITY.

All cases, naturally, are not worthy cases. It was but the
other month a Dalton philanthropist, visiting a destitute
family, had his heartstrings torn with pity, and, drawing out
his wallet, he said : “ Here, Calhoun, take this dollar and go
and buy a chicken for the Christmas dinner.” Calhoun, tho
young son of tho house, accepted the banknote gratefully,
and the poor widow, with tears in her eyes, bowed the
philanthropist out. But the garden walk wound by an
open window; and, as tho departing philanthropist passed
the window, he heard the mother say : “ You Cal, you jes’
gimme dat dollah an’ go git dat Christmas chicken in de
natcheral way.”
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Etc.
—————— ’____

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday
and be marked “ Lecture Notice ” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
Outdoor.

Bethnal Green Branch N. S. 8. (Victoria Park, near the
Bandstand) : 3.15 and 6.15, E. Burke, Lectures.

Camberwell Branch N.S.S. (Brockwell Park): 5.30, L. B.
Gallagher, a Lecture.

Ringsland Branch N. S. 8. (corner of Ridley-road):
Miss Rough, “ The Failure of Christianity.”

North London Branch N. 8. 8. (Finsbury Park) : 11.15, E. H.
Rosetti, a Lecture. Parliament Hill: 3.15, W. Davidson, a
Lecture. Regent’'s Park : 3.15, Miss Rough, a Lecture.

West Ham Branch N. S. 8. (outside Maryland Point Station,
Stratford, E.): 7, W. Davidson, a Lecture.

7.15,

PROPAGANDIST LEAFLETS. New Issue. 1. Christianity a
Stupendous Failure, J. T. Lloyd; 2. Bible and Teetotalism, J. M.
Wheeler; 3. Principles of Secularism, C. Watts; 4. Where Are
Your Hospitalsf R. Ingersoll. 5. Because the Bible Tells He
So, W. P. Ball; 6. Why Be Good? by G. W. Foote. The
Parson’'s Creed. Often the means of arresting attention and
making new members. Price 6d. per hundred, post free 7d.
Special rates for larger quantities. Samples on receipt of
stamped addressed envelope.—Miss E. M. Vance, N. S. S.
Secretary, 62 Farringdon-street, London, E.O.

LATEST N. S. S. BADGE.—A single Pansy
flower, size as shown ; artistic and neat design
in enamel and silver; permanent in color; has
been the means of making many pleasant
introductions. Brooch or Stud fastening, 6d.
Scarf-pin, 8d. Postage in Great Britain Id.
Small reduction on not less than one dozen.
Exceptional value—From Miss E. M. Vance,
General Secretary, N. S. S., 62 Farringdon-street, London, E.C.

THE LATE
CHARLES BRADLAUGH, MP.

A Statuette Bust,

Modelled by Burvill in 1881. An excellent likeness of the great
Freethinker. Highly approved of by his daughter and intimate
colleagues. Size, 6J ins. by 8f ins. by 4J ins.

Piaster (lvory Finish) ... 3/-
Extra by post (British Isles): One Bust, 1/-; two, 1/6.

The Pioneer Press 61 Farringdon-street, London, E.C.; or,
Miss E. M. Vance, Secretary, N. S. S.

All Profits to be evoted to the N. S. S. Benevolent Fund.
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Determinism Or Free
By C. GOHEH.

Issued by the Secular Society> "

o . thO sunt,
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the only adequate light—the light o

CONTENTS.
I. The Question Stated.—IIl. “ Freedom ad is* /,
Consciousness, Deliberation, and Choice ns &

Consequences of Determinism.—V. ProfessOl ufy)
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Chairman of Board of Directors—Ms. G. W, FOOTB.

Secretary—Mis3 E. M, VANCB, A

This Society was ormed in 1898 to afford legal security to the
acquisition and application of funds for Seou'ar purposes.

The Memorandum of Association sets forth that the Society’s
Objects are:—To promote the principle that human conduct
should be based upon natural knowledge, and not upon super-
natural belief, and that human welfare in this world is the proper
end of all thought and aotion. To promote freedom of inquiry.
To promote universal Seoular Education. To promote the com-
plete secularisation of the State, eto., eto. And to do all suoh
lawful things as are conducive to such objects. Also to have,
hold, receive, and retain any sums of money paid, given, devised,
or bequeathed by any person, and to employ the same for any of
the purposes of the Society.

The liability of members is limited to £1, in oase the Society
should ever he wound np and the assets were insufficient to oover
liabilities—a most unlikely contingency.

Members pay an entrance fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent
yearly subscription of five shillings.

The Society has a considerable’number of members, but amuch
larger number is desirable, and it is hoped that some will be
gained amongst those who read this announcement. All who join
it participate in the control of its business and the trusteeship of
its resources. It is expressly provided in the Articles of Associa-
tion that no member, as such, shall derive any sort of profit from
the Society, either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in
any way whatever.
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