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gress. Dwelling upon the financial cost of war, 
or upon the loss of life through war, will never 
secure its cessation. It will never do this, because 
it never has dona so. A whole people do not make war 
for the sake of mere gain. Such a motive would 
never hold an army together for a month, still less 
would it inspire continuous sacrifice at home for the 
maintenance of a campaign. It i3 the idealism, the 
glitter, the assumed greatness and glory of war that 
has kept the spirit of militarism alive, and which 
continues to make it so great a menace of the 
world.

This glamor and idealism has always bean over­
done, but so much of it as was genuine and had 
its basis in fact is derived from a time when men 
fought foot to foot and hand to hand, and when war­
fare really was a test—however rough and ready—of 
individual skill and strength and judgment. To-day, 
war offers little or nothing of this. By no stretch of 
imagination can we convert soldiers advancing under 
cover of a poisonous gas, or others put out of aotion 
by its operation, into a test of skill or strength. 
What kind of test is it that is provided by guns 
which, fired by an invisible enemy, kills an unseen 
defender? For all practical purposes that kind of 
warfare might as well be waged by two opponents 
sitting at a table playing a game, and then ordering 
the destruction of so many hundreds of people after 
certain moves have been made. It is sheer butchery, 
without a single redeeming feature. The issue is 
decided not by the bast man, but by the largest num­
ber, by which side has the most deadly machinery, 
the most numerous guns, the mo3t noxious gases, or 
which can more effectually starve the other into 
submission. It is slaughter by machinery, destruc­
tion by mere mass. It settles no important question, 
it Bolves no important problem. Even the instru­
ment of “  frightfulnes3 ” breaks in the hands of 
those who us8 it. For beyond a certain point human 
nature fails to give way before it. A reaction sets 
in ; revolt takes place; and the method that was 
intended to subdue becomes an active agent in 
creating bitter resistance.

This is one aspect of the Atrocities Report. 
Another is that the people of whom these brutalities 
are told are Christian. That point must never be 
overlooked. They are not “ heathen,” or “  Pagan,” or 
“  savages,”  waiting for the invigorating and moralis­
ing Gospel of Christianity. They have had that 
Gospel for centuries. Its churches cover the land. 
They are in every town and village. Its preachers 
are numbered by the thousand. The nation sends 
its missionaries to convert the poor “ heathen.” Its 
ruler is a Christian of a most pronounced type. All 
of them together are convinced of the moralising 
power of the Christian faith, and to them all one 
need only reply, “  Look at Belgium and Northern 
France.” What evidence do these placs3 offer of 
the coercive moral power, or the oivilising influence, 
of Christianity? Would the German troops have 
behaved worse had they never heard of Christianity ? 
Could they have behaved more horribly had they 
come from some non-Christian country outside 
Europe ? What influence for good has so many cen­
turies of Christianity had upon them ? It is a Chris­
tian nation that not only bends all its energies on 
war, drills its manhood for war, and makes war the 
supreme test of a nation’s virility, but which aooom-
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panies its warfare with every circumstance of calcu­
lated brutality.

This is not all. A number of witnesses in the 
Atrocities Report assert that the Germans were 
specially hard on priests. I havs seen this fact 
referred to before, and it has been cited as evidence 
of anti-Christian feeling. It is nothing of the kind. 
Freethinkers are not given to torturing opponents. 
All the weight of tradition and custom in this direc­
tion is on the side of Christianity. It is, in faot, 
evidence that, with the thoroughgoing nature of 
German organisation, the military authorities were 
not blind to the fact that for their policy of “  fright­
fulness” nothing was so useful as religion; nothing 
could so steel men against the call of ordinary human 
feeling. Bad as these men might have been without 
religion, they were worse with it. Writing in the 
Weekly Dispatch of May 16, Mr. Will Irwin, the 
American newspaper correspondent, says :—

“  There is another feature about that cold-blooded 
campaign of violence which has escaped general notice. 
Except for South Ireland alone, Belgium is the most 
intensely Roman Catholio country in Europe. Now I 
am very much mistaken if a single Catholic battalion 
was sent through Belgium in that first instance. I  may 
be mistaken in this, but I doubt it. I  saw the whole 
Yon Kluck army from the first vidette to the last bag­
gage wagon pass through Louvain. I  did not see a 
single man from Bavaria or Wiirtemberg or any other 
recognised Roman Catholic district. They were all 
from Prussia, Saxony, or the like—from districts where, 
if the people profess Christianity at all, they cling to 
the militant Lutheranism which holds Catholicism in 
angry scorn.

“  This further fact stands out amoDg the scattered 
bits of information which I know about Belgium : how­
ever much outrage against women there was the pro­
portion of outrage against nuns was unduly large. Now 
this is exactly the way that an army of inflamed Pro­
testants from a region where the religious prejudice is 
bitter might be expected to act. And this sending Pro­
testant regiments to 1 pacify by terror ’ a fervently 
Catholic region goes exactly with the general methods 
of the German General Staff.”

There it is ! A soldiery inflamed with militarism 
and inspired by religious antipathy. These outraged 
people were not only national enemies, that were a 
pardonable offence. But they were religious enemies, 
and the history of the world proves that to religions 
hatred there is no crime that may not receive justi­
fication, and even sanctification. It is not the first 
time that this part of Europe has felt the brunt of a 
Christian soldiery lost to all deoenoy and humanity ; 
one can only hope that it will be the last. “  There 
has been no such day of God for a thousand years,” 
cries the Bishop of London. Nay, not so long as 
that, my Lord Bishop. It is less than half that 
period since Belgium had its last “ Day of God” 
at the hands of the Spanish soldiery, or since Franco 
had its “ Night of G od” on the eve of St. Barthol­
omew. God acted then as he acts over the murder 
of women and children to-day. He sat aloft then, 
and did nothing. He sits aloft now, and does as 
much. These crimes, says the Bishop, call to God 
for vengeanoe. Once more, my Lord, Nay. They 
do not call to God for vengeance, they call to man 
for redress. Still more do they call to him for pre­
vention. We have had God and the world for long 
enough. The product is all around us. Is it not 
time that we tried the experiment of organising a 
world in the interests of man alone? Even that may 
fail to quite expel the brute from the nature of man. 
Injustice and crime and brutality may still bo with 
us, but they will be shorn of the driving power of 
religious fanaticism.

Religious Fallacies,

There are people who, while doubting the truth of 
the Christian religion, disapprove of all attacks upon 
it, beoause they are under a vague impression that, 
although intellectually falso, it may be morally of
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great use to the bulk of mankind. W0 .j£t; 
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belong to the category of unbelievers; 
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]ust ia proportion as they think their prayers 
j,aaa?8w.ered or not answered. Now, if their belief 
&3,j !Cr object only a superstition, and no real 
cl° ,ance ever comes to them from beyond the 
eye. s’ Y'oald it not be a good thing to open their 
they Dndeeeive them? It is a great pity that 
ever ^  ^eii0ve a he through ignorance, and what- 
no‘hiC°mior  ̂ they derive from so doing ministers 
teliev ^arm to them. If there be no God, to 
ttnst -e taat there is, and that he helps those who 
the inK *̂m> *s t° injure one’s nature by suppressing 
belief Stl?.et °t. self-reliance. To take away such a 
n̂der lfe^  *8 truest service that one man can 

sibia wan°ther, and not to render it whenever pos- 
of ttje a k0 the worst form of cruelty. The writer 
teligi0„ore80ing extract does not seem to realise ths,t 
straigu9 * * *  very seldom keeps people morally 
0Q earth f Goea n°t know that the worst people 
and that day are neariy aU firm believers in God, 
believer, amonS the criminals in our prisons un­
ite came are °?QSP'caous only by their absence ? If 
*on!d ®°fe *n contact with his fellow-beings, he 
Pfevent 0ara that the fear of hell-fire does not 
hace8 ” 011036 t>ave it from “  kicking over the 
iQIt ¡o
It is anm^?saiaIe to make this point too emphatic, 
say fije , acknowledged fact that Buddhists, who, to 
^sticBnkKS j  are  f u l l y  as numerous as Christians, are 
ĝhtaesa °  f for fcheir nobility of character and up- 
ĥotu to t eon^u°t, though they have no God in 

frnVr<-^ and no fear of hell-fire to keep 
S to is over the traces.” The same
fitted bvrn°n°^ Chinese, which is frankly ad- 
tQcianiSmy .-’r  bnt foreign missionaries, and Con- 
®f life Z \ r eBuddhi8m> is an Atheistical philosophy 
lato homi “ ° ^il-fireto frighten the simple-minded 

Mthonf t ^ riine’ ®he8e people live nobly and 
Pjtoral hoi? r 0 D̂8Piration said to issue from super- 
jbeck yyhn/6  ̂ -^ey have no need of any External 

. broad TC0Ver Prevent them from straying into 
f'led aiQ ay b^Bt leadeth to destruction. They are 
• 48on. m. 9 °y their social instinct and enlightened 
„bat humCy are a *aw Qnto themselves. The truth 

r68onrrf’!? nabnre i3 not half so weak and shiftless 
? be. a:ve e8.8 ,aa Christian teachers represent it 

if <Henc6 fnQ- /air PIay> Its trend is upwards, and 
i reqairea ; V18 âws yieldeth blissful life. What 
¿5® ever 8 to be trusted and followed. No man 

tQst thvsalf6” astray b»y being true to himself. 
....‘bat jrQn * pays Emerson, “ every heart vibrates 
ho- nc® 8ufiI,StnnS " Raligion tells us that self- 
o^g the Qnn ^^-destruction, trust in God alone 
hi? 411 gets rniOQ? d*bion of true life. The moment 
y, Mature detA18l0n 0̂8SS hold of himself, and 

as tho - riorateB, gradually becoming untrust- 
W fê ’y reli(?innGv^ab,̂ e result of not being trusted, 
of r !So his t r J .3- Peraon i8 the weakest of mortals, 

if relianoe God ^as rendered him unworthy 
. ukl self.tra ^nstworthiness is the reward of0

fee[ e 'a no h a l f 0on°In8io°> therefore, is that 
^d am6 aad ai KVay houaei whioh a man can 
bat n cbsi8tu. q ùonae». between full religious belief 
hfigg 500 they hfiUPeratitions die hard, we are told ; 
c°Qti* d thev a5 ln ,to die> WG shall have no happi- 
they kQa%  taonrnQf d o a d .  There are people who 
i^ed fV° Q°t exn • *038 °f their faith, saying that 
Qst th - belieyg 5lence<l one happy day since they 
bettf . r faith • iV ; 3 a- matter of fact, they have not 
®htir ’ at>d it ig 18 still, more or less, aotive within 

136nco tho*. dead-aud-alive presence, not its 
diSn0°Qvinced n? ^ 68 them miserable. If they

a ^ ai'ance of df ^ “ roughgoing Freethinkers 
bhe res ,faibh would be not a loss, but 

th B80uin« n W0Q̂  he mental peace and
b ŝeiv!.1 ^caus« • e°thinkers are the happiest

Of ■’ a«d in iK 8^ 1118 UP God they foand wv,- sot iQy* Saiv thems8lves is a never-failing
chlcb ennCOtltidenA„ re8P0ct breeds self-confidence, 

ia , Qituitv , .en80nders strength, without 
8 tfUe f iCli8hps Si. lrnP°saihle. Tho only needed 

° ^bemb"lf^y their own nature. If they 
lvea, they oannot go astray, and

the more they trust themselves the more worthy 
of trust they become.

Far be it from us to sit in judgment upon the old 
priests who taught their followers to believe in the 
supernatural. Most of them, no doubt, verily be­
lieved in it themselves, and were real friends and 
well-wishers of their fellow-beings; but it cannot 
be denied that they mads supernatural belief a 
source of enormous profit to themselves, playing 
most ingeniously upon the credulity of ignorant 
disciples, with the result that the Church became 
one of the richest and most powerful corporations. 
They did not really benefit society at all by their 
strange doctrines. They rather did it an incalculable 
harm, by robbing it of much useful knowledge, and 
by training it to neglect the life that now is in con­
templation of and preparation for that which was to 
oome. For a millennium and a quarter they decried 
knowledge and eulogised faith, and utilised heaven 
and hell to hold the intellect in subjection. In­
conceivably great was the power they wielded for 
many centuries; bat their day is at an end, the 
science they once crushed is at last crushing them, 
and their dupes are slowly recovering their indepen­
dence. Priestcraft is at a discount, and growing 
knowledge is discrediting faith. Already, society 
ignores the priest, and shows an increasing disin­
clination to heed the appeals of religion.

J. T. L l o y d .

A Great Poet’s Love Story,

“ Tn black ink my love may still shine bright.”
—Shakespeare, Sonnets.

A l g e r n o n  Sw in b u r n e , who often wrote extrava­
gantly, but never at random, has proclaimed, with 
all his splendid and unrivalled eloquence, that Viotor 
Hugo was the greatest of his contemporaries. Few 
writers, indeed, were more the summary of their age 
and country. To read Hugo’s life is to follow the 
movement of almost the whole of the nineteenth 
century in France, during whioh he had, to use 
his own language, swung in tho centre of things, 
like a ringing crystal.

Victor Hugo’s chief works in prose and verse 
possess that hold upon the reader whioh is the 
distinguishing mark of every book that deserves 
to be called a literary masterpiece; but Hugo’s 
life was as attractive and as dramatic as anything 
that he wrote. His long and chequered career was 
filled with experiences of the most diverse kind. He 
mixed with princes, he knew the men and women of 
the streets, he was well known in the political arena, 
the wide worlds of literature and the theatre were 
open to him. He knew ths extremes of triumph and 
exile; at one time the popular idol, and at another 
eating tho bitter bread of banishment.

The story of his exile gives dignity to a stormy life. 
Like Tolstoi and Dante, he triumphed in disgrace. 
The poet became a prophet. For the books he 
wrote during those years in the Channel Islands 
are Lcs Miserablcs, Les Contemplations, Lcs Chatiments, 
La Lcgende des Siecles, veritable poems in prose and 
verse, whose epic magnificence are to Franco what 
the plays of Shakespeare are to England. These 
works are, in truth, the finest jewels in Hugo’s 
magnificent coronal. They were written by a poet 
often in want of money, amid anxiety, far from 
his books, his friends, and the voioes of the “ intel­
lectuals” of Paris. Mdme. Drouet has loft us a 
pioturo of tho poet, striding along the rocky coast 
like a oaged lion. Thus, out of the most unpromising 
conditions of sociul isolation, the great poet built up 
great poems. The rock of Guernsey is henceforth a3 
honorable as Saint Helena, and a9 dear to lovers of 
literature as tho magic island of Prospero.

A volume published recently, Juliette Drouct's Love- 
Letters to Victor Hugo, sheds a revealing searohlight 
upon the poet’s life. M. Guimbaud, whose work has 
boon crowned by the French Academy, has sorted and
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edited these 15,000 love-letters, and has unfolded a 
curious and pathetic story, well worth re-telling.

Juliette Drouet was Hugo’s mistress, whilst his 
wife was then jasfc the “ spouse of his soul,” for, 
after a few years of married life, Mdme. Hugo plainly 
told her husband that she did not desire continual 
maternity. Henceforth it seems that Mdme. Hugo 
continued a platonic friendship, still surrounded with 
all attention and devotion.

When Hugo first met Juliette Drouett she was 
simply a oborus-girl with several adorers, beautiful 
frocks, expensive tastes. She was a vision of love­
liness,

“  just twenty-five, a beautiful and fairy-like creature, 
who shone and dazzled especially by her ail-conquering 
air of youth and ingenuousness. Neither luxury, plea­
sure, nor flattery was able to satisfy the dearest desire 
of her heart from the age of sixteen, which was to 
become the passionate companion of an honest man.”

Hugo was a needy poet, full of romantic ideals, who 
believed in the redemption, through love, of fallen 
women. He paid all Juliette’s debts to the last 
farthing, and made, in every sense but one, an honest 
woman of her.

“  The first condition of redemption was poverty, 
voluntarily, almost joyously accepted. The furniture 
of the Rue de l’Echiquier must be sold and the beautiful 
rooms given up. A tiny apartment consisting of two 
rooms and a kitchen was taken for Juliette at a yearly 
rental of 400 fr. There she shivered through the 
winter, and spent part of her days in bed to economise 
her fu e l; but at least she proved that she loved truly, 
and was deserving of love.”

Few wives, indeed, have loved more devotedly than 
this mistress, who had her reward. When the last 
account had been receipted, 3he and the poet fled to 
the country, and entered on a period of happiness, 
which the lady called “ the marriage of escaped 
birds.”  Eighteen years passed, and after the Coup 
d’Etat of 1851 she followed Hugo into exile. She 
was lodged in a small cottage at the foot of Hante- 
ville House, and the poet’s family regarded Mdme. 
Drouet as a dear friend. Her abundant love, the 
fresh eggs from her fowls, the miracles of her needle, 
her proud devotion to her poet, right or wrong, did 
more perhaps than anything else to turn the rock of 
Guernsey into a Mount of Parnassus.

The same quiet, undemonstrative devotion covered 
the poet, as with a shield, through all the later years 
in Paris. Death had taken the lazy, indulgent w ife; 
and the mistress, now grown old, white-haired, stout, 
but with a sweet face still and a happy smile, as may 
Btill be seen in Bastien La Page’s masterly portrait, 
still tended the poet’s cushions, and was his faithful 
comrade.

With the foresight of love, Mdme. Drouet dreaded 
the end of the years of exile. In a flash of pre­
sentiment she divined those latter days in Paris 
when Hugo should no longer be chained to a rook, 
like Prometheus, but transformed into the idol of 
democracy. But she sacrificed herself on the altar 
of her love, and recreated in the capital “  the right 
atmosphere for her adored poet to work in.” She 
had made the great discovery :—

“  Love’s not time's fool, though rosy lips and cheeks 
Within his bending sickle’s compass come ;

Love alters not with his brief hours and weeks,
But bears it out even to the edge of doom.”

Juliette died two years before her adored poet, and 
her last wish was for an epitaph taken from one of 
the poems Hugo had addressed to her. For some 
reason this was not done, for her grave is nameless. 
It matters not, however, for she is seated for ever 
beside her Olympian lover, one of the greatest among 
poets and among men :—

“  Our glorious century gone 
Beheld no head that shone 

More clear across the storm, above the foam,
More steadfast in the fight 
Of warring night and light,

True to the truth whose star leads heroes home.”

Mimnebmus.

MAT 2»,

tbe

Missionary Converts,—Y .

(Concluded from p. 309.)
“ The story of these events, as told by the mission̂ Ŝ ,̂  

torians, lacks cohesion. The finger of Providence, 1 ^ t|.( 
is pointed in every page. We are invited to slniad® Jered 
dark-mindedness of the heathen who reject the P 
salvation ; to thrill at the virtue of the Christie,  ̂
fighting in a holy crusade; to feel a glow of fr‘un2 e 
read of the fall of each heathen town ; to pity *1 
loving missionaries forced into war’s alarms, hot enl , 
things for compassion of their erring flock ; and y , 
we have read it all, there is a sense of something K for 
Missionary records are unfortunately never rernaJ 
lucidity. They were not penned for the eye of aDjB,parti»* 
pathetic public, nor should we expect them to be j 
histories of public events. They were written wi ^ ¡̂if 
pose, by men who viewed all things by the cq0& 
appointed task; who classed all events, all native 
and ceremonies, as helping or retarding ‘ the wo . jSi- 
revelled in iconcclasm, destroying recklessly w'v1 ,, ¡¡pci- 
rowness of vision which is the characteristic or a jtjjl 
evangelists ; who saw divine interposition in the ra 
occurrences of their lives. To advance their ¿¡gerf1 
was necessary, and to win money from a cold and i ^  
public, compassion for their hardships and eymV 
their self-sacrifice had to be aroused. It is an ungr ^ ^  
even a dangerous task to read behind the aoUrce»c' 
records; yet, since they are our only publishea froBj* 
information, I may be acquitted of a wish to “  f olB lib"' 
really great work if I submit them to the tests t 
oven sacred history is no longer exempt.”—BfSI ŷfi
(sometime British Representative at Tonga), " lie 
of a Prime Minister (1894), pp. 196-7. . by

L i f e  in the polar regions is h a r d ; it *s ? J  $  
adapting them selves to  th eir  environm ent -011 
inhabitants are enabled  to  exist. It  is a c ^  
saying th at “  one man w ill m ake a ôt^ a 
another m an w ill starve ”  ; so it  is w ith  the 
E uropean  explorers— like F ranklin ’ s e%̂ T0 
starved  to  death because th ey  w ere unable ^ ¡ 0)0 
them selves to con d ition s under w hich the ¿¡tio® 
habitually  live. B ut th ey  on ly  exist under ^ ¡t  
that th ey  do nob change th eir  m ode o f livl0n'¡’ ¡¡fid 
th ey  a ttem pt to  adopt the E uropean  way 0 
th ey  die o ff like flies.

As S tefansson  tru ly  o b serv es : “  Thess gro011, 
have, th rough  the evolu tion  o f centuries, 
in to  such perfeot ad justm ent to  their etfv .ug fl°tl 
th at the m ore you d isturb th is adjustm ent ^ el£^ 
d isastrous the resu lt w ill be to the physio® 
o f the n ative .” * T he m issionaries— Rom*® Orio0 . 
and P rotesta n t— are con scien tiou sly  an<v f Qfc 
teach in g  th e  natives to  read and w r ite ; 
th e less ,”  says S tefansson ,—   ̂ oxp6̂

“  it seems to most observers that the l»bor 8’yofl b}̂  
diture are scarcely justified by the resa, ' „reig00̂  
everywhere the Indians of the old type, who g[ f 
of book learning but who still retain 8 
integrity and self-re3poct of their ances 
men on the whole seem to b9 more self-c° ^ gtg 
self-reliant than the educated ones, and ar? oBeetIifS  
to bo making not only a living, but also an n^ ^  
Somehow it seems that one of the first 
learns in school is contempt for the ..cesbor8..„g 
ancestors; but after all, the ways of his a ffa® 5. 
the only ways that can prevail in that conn j , ¡¡fii 
and fishing are the necessary occupations 0' of ‘ ¡j
and the sewing of clothes and the prepar ^eB, ’  ¿r 
aro equally the inevitable work of the wo 0£ 
a man who has no occupation other than 0ccbr ̂ ei
open to him gets to feel that he is above tu  ̂ ^ g g 
tho community has lost much and n° °D en
anything ”  (pp. 25-26). . htfK M

A ll fcho natives on the M ackenzie B lVt/ ,ijt 
C hristianised, w ith  the exception  o f .oGGfl0) a®® 
in the m ountains west o f F ort P ro v id e ^  ’ ^
is a rem arkable th in g ,”  says Stefansson,

“ that this ono tribe keep with jealousy- fW'lu b5* 
religion, and language of their ancestors- 
down to Fort Providence to trade 
they have nothing to do with the Chris1,1' ^  ifi 
nor with the white men, except in so ‘  ¿jug- p c 
compelled to in tho mere matter of ^eo, ° ^  
Indians aro said by tho Hudson’s R®? -D fce'gjlP 
strikingly from the rest of the natives ĝ iy 
enterprising, moro honorable, and tbo 0 
specting” (p. 21).

-------------------------------------------------- —7  -}d
* Stefansson, My Life with the Eslu'110’
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are -̂  ̂ 0<3uoational efforts of the missionaries 
of ]iv:lnon?> their interference with the native mode 
Stefjjj0  ̂ 18 absolutely fatal. “ Few things,” says

J ^ 2 3 , 19X5

havo fk°re commor> in missionary conferences than to 
, «uOSe "who ha.vp irifif, rpfnrnpr! frnm wnrh in fchfi

coming
— »1C», and again a few years 'atcr- 

first picture shows a group of tents or wigwams, 
f̂iile twenty years later the missionary 18 ableJ °  £hi s 

!**» Pride how, year by year, the number of cabins 
greased until now the last tipi has gone and a, villag 
o£ fiats has replaced them. They do these thmga and 
glisten and applaud, in spite of the fact that wo our 
elves have come to realise that the way 0 

fi'fierculcsis, which is deadly among us but far more 
deadly among the primitive peoples, is to ,
f̂leeted out of the house and into tents in the open a• > 
nd wfiile charitable organisations in New 

withering money to send the invalids of the oity m 
^  open air, there are also in New York ra » ® « ■! 
"gatusations gathering money to be used in herding the 
apen-air people into houses. While the missionary 
fiows on the one hand a series of pictures indicating 
fie growth of his village of civilised-looking dwelhn , 

lt would be interesting to ask him if be happens tio have 
j 'So a series of photographs illustrating the growth ot 
ne graveyard during the same period ” (p.

¿ • E5kimo bouses—before the advent of the m»s- 
¿ ari8s- w 0re both comfortable and healthy, ^he 
CQ°fe“  frames of which they ware constructed we.e 

With 0™h a thickness of earth that they 
¿ J rvaotically cold-proof. These h°Q0®9. ^  
tsvsr d,ky a £°ng alleyway, the door of wk?C' 
a C o°l08ea>and the ventilating hole in the roof wa. 
ffisl̂ 8 °P0n»8o that a current of air circulated through 
BsalS80 at all times. In these houses two or three 
P6ratn atnPa were amply sufficient to keep the tem- 
thtnn i6 at from 60° to 70° Fahrenheit the winter 
’h'sain ' Bat in the houses introduced by the 

paries, says Stefanesoa,—
cni'sTvhe flimsy walls of these new dwellings admitted 
, °‘d by conduction, so that the seal-oil lamps were no 
,i?°'^r^nfficient for keeping them warm, and even t e 
harfs-«?11 ateves in which driftwood could be burao'
W  ? Cnlty in keeping at a comfortable temperature.
W  o£ comfortable, well-ventilated, and there- 
ha® h®althful dwellings of a few years ago, we now 
WWi^arfrost-coated and unventilatod frame bouses 
hon" 1 -ook well in photographs to those used to frame 
c C  *  ‘ op era te  climates, but which are among the 
thioLw?68 of the high death-rate among the Eskimo, 

their encouragement of pulmonary consumption 
(pn RRU®r diseases that flourish in filth and foul air

Wh 87)'
°ne family has been exterminated by the

8on, <■ tv ^ tb e r  family moves in ; for, says Stefans-
4 c0pven1  baildicg of a house is hard work, and it is
Nov- onA thing to find one ready for your ocou-®0o»« d Bn It «-

Buff IUAO i.tf.LUiiy VUuU UUUU UUb
Ww a Prooefisier8> btl£i fibers is also through the 
that atl1 to the other families moving from the

—V* uuo ICdU) iUL JUUI UUUU*
hotl!3e that Buffos 8 ^ fi only the family that built the 

a Prc

bayQbBe tvhitn Scaveyard ” (p. 23). He also remarks 
^  aa°Pfisd n an'S °f°fibing and diet, which many 

4f.fi0 ^hitn ^  ,n° mcre suited for the natives 
C 0?JUl 8 bouses.

fibe ej Q.8e of J  r“ Us feature, and one that has been 
a o£ fihe p , .0°dshed in other countries, is 

t*8 6xno ■ Stefan J8k*sno to have their own revela- 
^¡r n!rieuoe Qf js/ ,Qn remarks, those who have had 
Cltesefr°ra „J7 fibese — ............................................/°ta and m- k0 P8oPf0 are liable to think that 
fiQb ". ? a mi88iQ̂ £aken ideas “ can be easily eradi-

ia not so. 
fibemaelve

hot We introduced Christianity,

p r ; hnf ^msienavy who understands the situa-
2 S  ¿ ¡L i?*  is “ Ot so. ^
\w Thev f‘der fihemselves 
it th^y ?o nn00edo fib at we i

Fundamentally, the 
better men than we

Ck“Q8o'fru hot nnn„~ ia‘u we introduced unristiamty, 
do ° f f e that we know more about 

Of4« Q̂ta • sPreaj / "  aa ^efiestants concede that 
j a how ,, r°m Rome, but do not conoede 

"» S s  Sfaf 6 bi8best authority in matters
s ‘ r as . “ n ,8 o ” :-.-'fiitUc!1 sPeciai b* which this shows itself is in tho 
teour, A and the ,b°U8 which come directly to the 

aet11. B o t h lef in the rebirth of the Savior 
m Alaska and in Greenland there

have been, since the coming of Christianity, many cases 
of Immaculate Conception and the birth of heralded 
saviors of the race. In some cases the thing has been 
nipped in the bud through the fact that the child born 
happened to be a female, which was not according to
the predictions....... There were also in every community
Eskimo who are in the habit of visiting heaven and 
conferring there with Christ Himself, with Saint Peter 
and others, quite in the manner in which they used to 
visit the moon while still heathen and have discussions 
with the man in the moon. The man in the moon used 
to teach the shamans songs and speels, and now St. 
Peter teaches the deacons of the Eskimo church hymns 
and chants” (pp. 429),

which are, curiously enough, generally in the jargon 
language which the whalers use in dealing with the 
Eskimo. “ There are also,” says Stefansson, “ fre­
quent and weighty relations in the matter of 
doctrine.” But as they have found that the mis­
sionaries do not approve of these revelations, they 
keep them secret. If, however, ths missionary should 
hear of them and object to them, the Eskimo are 
respectful and polite to his face,—

“ but among themselves they would say that while they 
had no doubt that the Lord spoke unto Moses, neither 
did they doubt that he also spoke unto this and that 
countryman of theirs; and if what God said to the 
Hebrews seams to disagree with what he has said more 
recently, then evidently it is only reasonable to accept 
the latter version”  (p. 430).

Dr. Marsh told Sfcefansson thafc every summer, 
after members of his congregation visited the Colville 
River, they brought back with them many new doc­
trines. At first he thought—

“  he could disabuse the minds of his congregation of 
these new beliefs; later he realised that he could not, 
and the net result of all his efforts was that the Eskimo 
became thoroughly dissatisfied with him as a religious 
teacher, and asked to have him replaced by another.”

In spite of their conversion to Christianity,—
“  Gratitude for services or gifts is practically un­

known among the younger generation of the Alaskan 
Eskimo, but it was not so formerly, and, as I  now found 
out, there are a few men still left at Point Barrow 
whose ideas in such matters are still those of their 
ancestors ” (p. 94).

For instance, an Eskimo he had once helped with 
provisions now provided him with seal-meat for his 
dogs when he heard that Stafansson was short of 
food for them. But “  Such incidents,” remarks 
Stefansson,—

“ are, in my experience, typical only of the men of the 
older generation, whose characters were thoroughly 
formed under tho system of their own people before 
civilisation had wrought the distressing changes which 
are now everywhere apparent. In this my experience 
does not differ from that of any white man whom I 
know whoso experience with the Eskimo is sufficient to 
entitle him to an opinion ”  (p. 95).

In spite of this, the Eskimo of late years, observes 
Stefansson, are—

“  rather prone to assert that they are better men than 
their ancestors. To quote my man Ilavinirk again, he 
said to me one d a y : 1 The people of Kotzebue Sound 
were formerly very bad, but they aro all good now. In 
my father’s time and when I was young they used to 
lie and to steal and to work on Sunday.’ ‘ But,’ I asked 
him, 1 don’t they, as a matter of fact, tell lies now occa­
sionally ?’ ‘ Oh yes, they sometimes do.’ 1 Well, don’t
they really, as a matter of fact, tell about as many lies 
now as they ever did ?’ ‘ Well, yes, perhaps they do.’ 
1 And don’t they, as a matter of fact, steal about as fre­
quently as ever ?’ 1 Well, possibly. But they don’t
work on Sunday’ ”  (p. 35).

In the face cf all this failure, and worse than 
failure, Christians impudently boast of the civilising 
influence of Christianity on barbarians and savages, 
and ask, Where are the “ infidel ”  missions to the 
heathen? Our mission is to the heathen in our own 
towns, and to let a little neoessary light into the 
operations of Christian missionaries is a small part 
of that mission.

Wo oannot conolode without giving expression to 
the admiration we feel for Stefansson’s book, My Life 
with the Eskimo, through whioh there breathes an air 
of sincerity and troth, with a fearlessness of exprea-
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Bion not alw ays found in  the works o f E nglish  
travellers in these regions, th ey  not caring  to offend 
the w ealthy and pow erfu l m issionary societies, 
know ing how  b itterly  th ey  resent any critio lsm  c f  
their m ethods and results.

Stefansson  is now  con d u ctin g  another expedition , 
b a t we are sorry to  say th at it is feared ha has m et 
with disaster, as noth ing has been heard o f h im  far 
several m onths, the w orst being feared. W e sin ­
cerely  hope these fears w ill n ot be realised, and th at 
he w ill return  to  his friends and adm irers, am ong 
the last o f w hom  I p lace m yself. w  M

Famous Freethinkers I Have Known.—IY .

Ch a e i .e s  W a t t s .
A Great Exponent of Secularism.

T h e  rising generation of Freethinkers unhappily 
know very little of the strenuous careers of the 
great pioneers of the Freethought movement. They 
may have beard of the names of George Jacob 
Holyoake and Charles Bradlaugh, whose fame as 
advocates and warriors in the cause of human eman­
cipation still linger in the memories of men, who 
themselves have become veterans in the cause, but 
of men like Charles Southwell, Robert Cooper, or 
even Charles Watts, they know comparatively little, 
unless they have had access to old volumes of the 
Beasoner, the National Beformer, the Secular Beview, 
or other similar publications, to form an opinion as 
to what brilliant mettle some of the early advocates 
of Freethought were made. Charles Watts was one 
of the first Freethought advocates that I had the 
pleasure of hearing at the Hall of Scienoe, Old-street, 
City-road. It was shortly after the death of Austin 
Holyoake in April, 1874, when Mr. Watts delivered a 
Memorial Address on his old friend and colleague, 
referring specially to the last words spoken by Austin 
Holyoake in his sick-room when he knew that the 
hand of death was upon him.

Austin Holyoake had got rid of the nightmare of 
superstition, and he said :—

“  My mind being free from any doubts on these 
bewildering matters of speculation, I  have experienced 
for twenty years the most perfect mental repose. I 
now find that the near approach of death, 1 the grim 
king of terrors,’ gives me not the slightest alarm. I 
have suffered, and I am suffering most intensely by night 
and day, and this has not produced the least symptom 
of change of opinion. No amount of bodily torture can 
alter a mental conviction.”

Mr. Charles Watts, in one of the most logical and 
powerful addresses I have ever heard, demonstrated 
the practical value of the teachings of Secularism, 
not only in everyday life, but in the last dread hour 
of all—in the presence of death.

It may seem strange, but it is nevertheless true, 
that nearly all the famous Freethinkers I have met 
were born of Christian parents. Charles Watts was 
no exception to the rule. He was born at Bristol on 
February 27, 1886, and was the son of a Wesleyan 
minister. Only those who have gone through similar 
mental torture can understand the sufferings that 
accompany giving up the friendship of parents and 
loved ones to come into the open and proclaim them­
selves Freethinkers. Charles Watts had the requi­
site firmness of character and earnestness of convio- 
tion to enable him to take such a course. Not only 
did he satisfy himself that Christianity was not true, 
but by patient study and diligent research, he soon 
convinced himself that the Christian theology was 
false and mischievous. He was able also to satiety 
his brother, John Watts, of the soundness of his 
reasoning, and both of them soon found themselves 
taking an active part in the Freethought movement.

Early in his career, Charles made the acquaintance 
of George Jacob Holyoake, and later, he associated 
himBelf with the illustrious Charles Bradlaugh, thus 
soon finding himself taking an active share in prop­
agandist work. In 1864, he joined his older brother

John in the prin ting business, and becam e sn ‘̂® .L3t 
o f the National Beformer, o f w hioh his brother as 
tim e was editor. . .¡j

John W atts  died in 1866, and C h a r le sB ra S iJ  
becam e editor o f the National Beformer, with C a ^ 
W atts  still rem aining at h is post as sub-editor- 
1874, M r. W a tts  acquired the prin ting and Pa | o9fce, 
business prev iously  carried on by A ustin ^  
and in 1877 he opened prem ises in F leet-stree^  
the sale o f F reeth ough t literature. It  was m 
that I first made the acquaintance o f Charles , 
I w ent to  hear him  lecture frequently , and oa ¡r 9t 
occasion s I  had the pleasure o f taking the c“ 1* j 
h is m eetings. W h en  I  first m et Charles he „[ 
fine, handsom e, w ell-built m an o f forty-tw o yê a| 
age, w ith  a fine head and a m ass o f flowing« 
curly  hair. U nlike oth er lecturers, he did n°t " 'jjjt 
the professional stylo o f a clean-shaven iaC ’ 
w ore a black m oustache and side whiskers. ¡jr, 

As a lecturer he w a3 very attractive  and P P 
E very  leoture he delivered was m ost carefo* y J 0[ 
pared, and he adopted the Gladstonian me . ¡,8 
d ivid ing his su b ject in to  three p a r ts ; these a§ ¡fl8t 
w ould sub divide, p iling up the evidence ^  
C hristian ity  until he had accum ulated  snC pfleijbs 
that no rational m ind cou ld  resist its force ; aot 
w ould w ork  up to a m ost elaborately  thong 
peroration, delivered w ith  great dram atio Pa ¡a3tio 
e loquence, and sit dow n am idst the m ost entn 
plaudits o f h is audience. _ . ¡0ve'

H e was a great exponent o f S ecu la r is in '' - 
the su b ject and studied it in all its details ' 
he lectured  so frequ en tly  upon it, that it

beoi,bieU1J U£IUU IV, ------
part of his very being. Not only was he , 
lecturer, he was also a most accomplished 
In his time he debated with Dr. A. J. SarrlSq0̂ oCi 
Rev. Brewin Grant, Mr. B. H. Cowper

most accomplished b̂e
Dr. A. J 

EL Cowp
the Rev. A. J. Waldron, and many othera. *̂*.0 
nnno.ainno ho met Dr. Sexton in debate bo-C ai6ljiy, h i » ,i"occasion s ho m et D r. Sexton  in  debate bo*0 ^  
cou n try  and in A m erica . T hey  w ere pretty 
m atohed as far as d ia lectica l skill w a3 c0llffitbeot 
th ey  both  knew  h ow  to  score their points ^  
in trodu cin g  any personalities or ill-feeling- f b1* 
m ind C harles W a tt3 alw ays bad  th e  advantag m  
opponent, because th e  oase for Freethough « oi 
faoe o f it, was so m uoh m ore reasonable tn® 
C hristian ity  or any other form  o f superstiri '

I heard Mr. Watts in a debate with M • fbc 
Hugh O’Donnell, M.P., at the Hall of S°ie?, a0i 
subject was “  Christianity and Secularism«
W atts , know ing his opponent w as a Roman 
drew  up a strong in d iotm en t against R 3®  as ^ 
lioism  from  an h istorica l p o in t o f view, flI1t 
proceeded  w ith  his case, M r. O 'D onneh js0j(b  ̂
begged o f him  not to deal w ith  R om an Catb° M S  
w ith  C hnatian itv  itse lf, as em bodied  in tbe _  flut ,

at___■  oa0l’ « K
' feelings o f his oppc00” ^  

o f C atholicism  am, „

with Christianity itself, as embodied 
of the New Testament. Mr. Watts 
consideration for the
the whole question of Catholicism an» '  orei 
Christianity as expressed in the ortiHodo ^
the English Church. I thought it , c^.LlW atts to o„  tbJ
all that his opponent asked and theo^
triumph for Freethought for Mr 
all that his opponent asked ana r09su
Christianity was condemned at the bar oi ^
common sense.

Mr. Watts went on a lecturing tour m r̂,
_____l _____ _________ j __ _____ :4-U TY1V.

flOl*'
lio1'

ooßftb« 
t H  Ö-

several occasion s, and once w ith  Mr- , 
the E d itor  o f th is journal. On to  eeu.-5j u. 
th ey  had the unspeakable pleasure o  ̂ ĝ0el ^' 
fam ous A m erican  F reeth ou gh t orator, ^ j ¡0 
In gersoll. jps

b® 
b®

-----V....
no?m ft1 i l WattS PAOSS033ed the dramatic ^  ;
o u a l S i ^ T l  A s a y ° afch he developed WJ qualities which he was able to use to some »*)o0s 
when he grew into manhood. On many oco£V(jU1appeared in dramatio performances, ’x»*, 
played Othello at the Elephant and ^aB,ui[jketl 
to the Iago of that fine actor and Free  ̂
late Tom Mead. ? ¡¡t

Mr. Watts and I also had the good e^. f 1
the acquaintance of James Bennett, b 
tragedian, who frequently attended o0*"-* 
Claremont Hall, Pentonville, and wbo^ftV
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¡»■W oeplatfora' ; ; ^ 3 nae e l ° on^ on aa an a^  to

tie Freefh*ier’ ^ r' ^"a^ B did very nsaful service to 
Viewer to oanae> His series of articles in
ei‘remelv Buj ^kriatian Evidence Society were
°̂Pagandi an  ̂we^ informed, and his numerous 

*»d abi]it„8j Pamphlets give evidence of wide reading 
a tea Dt 6 ^^smenfc of his views, 

tot in jj. 'n*.i always found him genial, kind, and 
Saŷ orthv f 1:!’nga w*th his fellows, and in every 
!W  hs y °£ ®3miraticn and esteem of all with 

Came in contact. In Bhort, CharlesP,l“a was freon..
I

^ttooght'11 champion o f the cause o f
*as n
'te f0r 
>80 Of

- ten frenir,
°f teanV j  ungrudgingly for the emancipa-

> o t in£? o ln<* ^ om the fetters of a cruel and
! â>ron!f nf)eratition that held the sons of men grasp f0r untold ages.

A r t h u r  B . M o s s .

°  ÔjKJLI A U XX WA lUU ĈAU.£5C
W hatever fau lts ha m ay have had, 

able to  d iscover them , are buried 
!ye cause of -0Vier 3n the silent grave, but his w ork  in 
’ is Rivpn f. ‘ “ telleotual freedom  w ill live because it 
«00

&cid Drops
actino " *-----

i  J*!argen" a8the chief agents in disseminating stories as 
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The unconscious egotism of religions people is almost 
irrepressible. Rev. F. B. Meyer announced at his Sunday 
morning service that one of the leading members of his 
church had escaped from the Lusitania wreck “  by a 
miracle.”  It is a pity that the miracle was not extensive 
enough to cover the unfortunate men and women and chil­
dren who were drowned. Perhaps Mr. Meyer thinks that 
the saving of this particular person was due to his belonging 
to Christ Church, Westminster. He is narrow-minded enough 
for ev6n that. Really the incurable stupidity of religious 
people is enough to cause a marble image to open its eyes in 
surprise. ____

Rev. Dr. Jowett said the sinking of the Lusitania was “ a 
colossal sin against God.”  W hy? So far as one can jndga 
he was quite unaffected by it. And he permitted, to use the 
jargon of theology, the submarine that committed this whole­
sale murder to get away unharmed, Rev. Dr. Black assured 
the congregation of the City Temple that there would “  surely 
be judgment” for the crime. That is, after all, very poor 
consolation to children who have lost their parents, or 
parents their children, or husband or wife each other. 
Things are not remedied by “  judgment.” Life is not some­
thing that can be replaced by cash, or even by the taking of 
other life. Either form of penalty may be necessary and 
justifiable. Evil done cannot be undone. If God can
punish for what has been done, on the same theory he 
can prevent the evil being perpetrated. And his activity 
in securing punishment cannot atone for his negligence 
in committing the crime. Religious people, if they were 
wise, would leave God out oi the question altogether.

The Christian World announces that ten Protestant 
preachers in Russia have been arrested for preaching Pro­
testant doctrines, and sent to Siberia. Evidently Holy 
Russia still maintains its own peculiar notions concerning 
freedom.

The Evening News says that “  our Tommies and the 
Frenchmen are teaching each other the swear words of 
their respective tongues.”  Perhaps it is this pleasant trait 
which makes the clergy think the troops are getting pious.

A portion of the manuscript of Carlyle's Frederic the 
Great was sold recently at Christie's Sale Rooms. The 
book took Carlyle ten years to write, which the author 
described as “ good hard drudgery, for of all the nations the 
German lie with the most scrupulosity and detail.”  We 
should imagine that the authors of the Bible would be hard 
to beat at the art of romancing.

“  The Devil is very busy in the world,” the Rev. D. Ewart 
James, of Southend-on-Sea, says. Working overtime, some 
people think.

We see there is some prospect of a debate between Mr. 
M. Mangasarian and William Jennings Bryan, the United 
States Secretary of State. It seems that Mr. Byran chal­
lenged Freethinkers to produce a better book than the Bible. 
Some unnamed person brought pressure to bear upon Mr. 
Bryan, and Mr. Mangasarian thinks there is now a proba­
bility of the debate coming off. We confess to a feeling of 
scepticism about it, but we sincerely hope our doubts are 
ill-founded. Nothing could please us better than to hear 
that a debate has been arranged. It would give Mr. 
Mangasarian a chance of placing the Freethought case 
before a large number of people who would not go to a 
Freethonght lecture— and that always means converts. The 
debate, if it is arranged, will take place in Madison Square 
Gardens, where there is accommodation we believe, for a 
really large audience. ____

There is a lively correspondence appearing in the Church 
Times on “  The Mutilation of the National Anthem.”  The 
writer protests vigorously against the disuse of the second 
stanza of the famous hymn, which is as follows:—

“  O Lord our God arise,
Scatter his enemies,

And make them fall;
Confound their politics,
Frustrate their knavish tricks ;
On thee our hopes we fix,

God save us all.”
In the English Hymnal that stanza is omitted, and two 
“  blandly amiable verses, suitable, perhaps, for use at a 
Pacificist meeting,” are put in its place. The Church Times 
pronounces the omission a great mistake, as no reasonable 
objection can bo made to the original stanza. One corre­
spondent declares that the expression “ knavish tricks,” 
for example, is “ far too mild.”  He would prefer the adjec­
tive “ devilish,” or even “  hellish,”  either of which would be
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stronger and more accurate than “  knavish.” It should be 
borne in mind that the National Anthem is a prayer ad­
dressed to our loving Heavenly Father, who, in the second 
verse, is deliberately asked to destroy all the foes of Great 
Britain, whoever they may be. Are we not quite right in 
describing the Christian Church aB the most ferociously 
warlike institution the world has ever seen ?

The Bev. Hugh A. Chapman, one of the Royal Chaplains, 
says he never smiles when he looks at the 11 flapper.”  Other 
gentlemen in the same line of business are not so scrupulous.

Dr. Werner, of Munich University, a well-known autho­
rity on Old Testament exegesis, has been lecturing on “  The 
World-War and the Old Testament.”  The learned professor 
considers that the Bible contains much that is edifying for 
modern soldiers. We hope that he did not suggest imitating 
the wholesale massacre and rape mentioned in the earlier 
books of the Bible.

What optimists the clergy can be on occasion ! Here is 
the Rev. Dr. R. F. Horton telling us that “  the day is 
coming when a great revival of Christianity will take 
place.” His co-religionists will hope that the day is not far 
distant, for so many Christians are being killed daily.

The Rev. R, J. Campbell naively admits that “  war is anti- 
Christian and finds no countenance in the New Testament,” 
but claims that the teachings of Scripture should be looked 
at “ as interpreted by the practice of the Christian Church 
during nineteen centuries.” What a monstrous position for 
a man to occupy, to be sure. The “ letter ”  of the New 
Testament is incontrovertibly against any appeal to armed 
force ; but Mr. Campbell instructs us to regard the “  letter ” 
of Scripture as of no importance apart from the practice of 
the Church. That is to say, the words of the Lord are to 
be explained only by the deeds of his people in all ages. 
The Lord insists upon the duty of non-resistance; but the 
Church has systematically practised resistance, often of the 
most violent form. It is true, Mr. Campbell acknowledges, 
that the Master says, “  Resist not evil ”  ; but he exhorts us 
to interpret that saying by “  the practice of the Christian 
Church during nineteen centuries.”  How thankful the 
Churches ought to be for such an original and luminous 
expounder of the Christian Faith 1

There is nothing new in the statement, “ from the first 
the right of the State to make use of force, even to the 
shedding of blood, was admitted by the Church, and that 
from that admission she has never swerved ” ; but Mr. 
Campbell displays superb originality when he adds that, in 
making such an admission, “ the Apostolic Church knew the 
mind of her Lord.” Yes, the War must be reconciled with 
Christian principles at whatever cost to common sense ; and 
the minister of the City Temple succeeds in accomplishing 
the task with a vengeance. He contemptuously flings 
reason and logic down the wind.

Journalists have made fun of dustwomen being employed 
in the streets in the place of dustmen. There is nothing 
novel in the idea, for the Bible states that the first woman 
was made from the rib of a dust-man.

The Rev. Dr. Workman says it is futile to call men to 
“  parish pump religion.” Unless, perhaps, they have water 
on the brain.

Dr. King Brown, speaking at the Institute of Hygiene, 
said “  the only good fly is the dead fly, and he should bo 
burned.”  It sounds like a paragraph from the Athanasian 
Creed.

According to the papers, General Mackensen, who defeated 
tho Russians in the Carpathians, is known as “  hymn- 
singing Mackensen." Ho is very devout, and insists on 
religious services in tho field whenever possible. Probably 
the “ frightfulness”  of General Joshua is a favorito part of 
the Bible for the modern Christian soldier.

That distinguished Christian soldier, the Bishop of 
London, recently attended a patriotic rally of tho Ministering 
Children’s League at Westminster. We hope tho little 
people were impressed with his lordship’s khaki uniform.

We have several times called attention to the falsifications 
of Ruskin’s views on war by pieaohers and writers, and now
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gentleman whom I called the great procrastinator. 
All he expected in Mr. Justice Joyce’s Court was 
time, and whatever else might go with i t ; and I 
should be very much surprised if he expeoted any­
thing else now. The battle is praotioally over as 
far as the Secular Sooiety, Limited, is itself con­
cerned, but everybody knows that good causes are 
sometimes lost by sheer mismanagement. My care 
of the Seoular Society, Limited, lasted from its birth 
to its definite establishment in the Law Courts. The 
battle was won on the briefs prepared by the late Mr. 
Thomas Harper and myself, and adopted by Messrs. 
Harper & C o, who are carrying on the business 
thrown into new hands by his decease.

This litigation, of course, entails great expense— 
more than I should like to say just now. Ultimately, 
if we win—that is to say, if Mr. Justice Joyce’s 
deoision is not upset—our costs will mainly come 
out of the estate; but a good time may elapse before 
that comes to pass (if ever), and, in the meanwhile, 
someone may have to ophold the Sooiety financially, 
as I did for a considerable time with actual cash out 
of pocket. I at least, believed in the Seoular Society, 
Ltd., from first to last.

I am writing this on Monday evening. There is 
no Zeppelin in this “  Personal,” but I am in it myself, 
and, no doubt, many old friends and some newer ones 
will find me still a little interesting, even in this 
awkward sort of way. I cannot go farther at 
present. The N. S. S. Agenda definitely announoes 
that I shall take the chair. I never authorised any­
one to do this, but I do not see what else the officers, 
who prepared the Agenda, could do. Even now I 
can only repeat what I have said already on this
P °Snt’ G. W . F o o t e .

Sugar Plums.

The Annual Conference of tho National Seoular Society 
takes place to-day (May 23) in the Queen’s (Minor) Hall, 
Langham-place, W,, morning and afternoon. The evening 
meeting will be a public one, and we hope that London 
Freethinkers will do their best to make this successful. 
The list of speakers as published is a good one, and it is 
possible that additions may yet be made to it. The 
Secretary of the N. S. S. has a number of slips advertising 
the meeting, and will be glad to supply them to anyone who 
will undertake their distribution. The absence of indoor 
lectures in Loudon since the War commenced should make 
Freethinkers eager for the meeting, and they might do a 
little useful work by bringing a Christian friend with them. 
A glance at the “  Personal ”  printed on this page will show 
that the present is a rather critical period in the history of 
Freethought in this country, and a really large muster of 
Freethinkers would be an encouraging sign that the old 
fighting spirit of the party is still alive. Admission to the 
hall is free, but there are some reserved seats which may bo 
obtained on application at tho box office on the evening of 
the meeting.

Next Sunday (May 30) Mr. Cohen lectures at Abertillery, 
under tho auspices of the New Era Union. The afternoon 
lecture (at 3 o ’clock) is on “ Christianity and the War,”  and 
that in the evening (at 6) on “ God and Man.”  Mr. Cohen 
has visited Abertillery on previous occasions, and we have 
no doubt that there will be good audiences to meet him. 
The town is the centre of a vary busy district, and providing 
tho weather be fine, there are sure to be the usual number 
of visitors from the surrounding neighborhood.

One of our subscribers at the Front w rites:—
“ My being a Freethinker makes a shocking waste of good 

copy. Were I a Christian I could claim providential escapes 
innumerable. On my first visiting the trenohes I had my 
tea shot out of my hands without the smallest injury to 
myself, and on Wednesday I was struck by a fragment of a 
‘ coal-box ’ shell without inoonvenionce, and later by a bullet 
in the oollar bono, which glanced off and simply made holes 
in my jacket; of course, it left its mark, but did not hinder 
me performing my duties. If the Freethinker were a Christ­
ian paper I oonld write gushing columns about this. I don’t 
like the gases someone is using. I was simply on their 
fringe and it was awful.”
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The Evolution of the Solar System.

Evek since the time when the famous Laplace pro­
pounded his celebrated Nebular Hypothesis, the 
problem of the genesis of stars and planets has 
exercised a profound influence over the minds and 
imaginations of mathematicians, astronomers, phy­
sicists, and philosophers alike. In one form or 
another the Nebular Hypothesis continues to com­
mand the assent of the vast majority of the best 
scientific intellects, although it is no longer necessary 
to accept the theory in the precise form in which it 
was first put forward by Laplace. The eminent 
astronomer, the'younger Hersehel, and his successors, 
did much towards strengthening its evidences, and 
the mightiest of all modern philosophers, Herbert 
Spencer, made the hypothesis the foundation of his 
universal doctrine of Evolution.

It may not be inopportune, therefore, to survey 
the problem of the origin and development of celestial 
systems as it is approached in the light of the newer 
knowledge of our own generation. Like all other 
human speculations relating to the wondrous phe­
nomena of the Universe, the Nebular Hypothesis 
had its own special mode of development. The 
ancient Greeks certainly, and the early Egyptians 
and Chaldeans probably, puzzled over the genesis of 
the cosmos. But in its more recent form the Nebular 
Theory finds its first ascertained advocate in the 
philosopher Descartes. In Desoartes’ Principles of 
Philosophy, which appeared in 1644, the hypothesis 
occurs in embryo. According to this pioneer’s 
opinion, our sun and his satellites were represented 
by vortices “  in a primitive chaos of matter,” which 
subsequently formed the nuclei for the latter evolu­
tion of the solar system. In 1784, nearly a century 
afterwards, the mystic Swedenborg elaborated a 
similar theory, and in 1750, Thomas Wright, of 
Durham, wrote a dull and dreary work on the same 
subject. Still, despite his literary shortcomings, 
Wright played his part in the development of the 
great theory, as Immanuel Kant acknowledges his 
indebtedness to him.

With the name of Laplace the Nebular Hypothesis 
is almost invariably associated, but the immortal 
Frenchman was in some respects anticipated by the 
German thinker, Kant, whose scheme has come down 
to us under the name of the “ Cosmic Gas Theory.” 
But it would he preposterous to accuse Laplaoe of 
plagiarism. There is no ground for suspecting that 
he had any knowledge of Kant’s writings. More­
over, it has repeatedly happened that at a certain 
stage of scientific or philosophical evolution ideas of 
a kindred nature have simultaneously or slightly 
subsequently, arisen independently in the minds of 
men of superior mental power.

Whatever view of the mode of development of the 
solar system ultimately wins universal assent, some 
process of evolutionary growth is certain to obtain 
the undivided suffrages of men of science. As Sir 
George Howard Darwin puts i t : “ A scheme of evo­
lution for the solar system, with at least some 
general resemblance to that described in the Nebular 
Hypothesis, is almost certainly true.” * And as Sir 
Robert Ball states : “ Even after the omission of all 
cometary objects, we can still count in the solar 
system upwards of five hundred bodies, almost 
every one of which pronounces distinctly, though 
with varying emphasis, in favor of the Nebular 
theory.”

According to the superb conception of Laplace, 
the material bodies which have since assumed the 
forms of our central luminary, the planets, moons, 
and planetoids, existed many millions of years ago as 
a highly attenuated glowing gas whioh extended 
beyond the borders of the planet most distant from 
the sun. He also assumed that the immense nebulous 
mass “  rotated slowly about an axis perpendicular to 
the present orbits of the planets.” As the nebula 
cooled and contracted, ciroular masses of matter

* The Tides and Kindred Phenomena oj the Solar System, p. 407.

were successively detached from

ih

until finally these ruptured rings resolved
into planets, while the remaining central body 
the star we call the sun. . nj|j

This magnificent hypothesis is admittedly a SP 
speculation. As Ball remarks :— ^

“  It cannot be demonstrated by observation 
lished by mathematical calculation. Yet the 
aDd splendor of the Nebular Hypothesis 3̂aV0joetrjt;
riiT7f-i>-> if /d 7/-YV1 Jf-Tr nrmnlliT o f f  o OiTCll ij0 ® Hgiven it a dignity not usually attached 
which from the very nature of the case 
little direct evidence in its favor.”

can bave1

nnif^As already said, Laplace formulated » ~  ̂¡i 
movement far the entire nebulous mass. '^¡i 
significant that every one of the planets_ * ^
around the solar orb in the same direet10“'g tb* 
merely do the larger planets—Mercury, Ven 'too* 
Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and r •

army 01conform to this rule, but the little army '  ¡|er 
planets, whioh numbers over five hundred jS( 
bodies, also obeys the same law. It *9, j9rg! 
remarkable that all the major planets, and  ̂jri
number of the little ones, move in orbits_ 
practically in the same plane, and almost cir°° 
form. That five hundred bodies in a small .| 
such as ours should pursue praoticaliy identical P 
round their central orb undoubtedly has some 
explanation. In terms of “ chance,” the »““L, 
ability of these remarkable arrangements ia B° "

i»

as to be almost inconceivable.
Laplace’s theory finds further support 

the movements of the satellites as
“ i J ' t

study the movements of the satellites as “ $
Apart from the moons of Uranus, “ iQ, to ‘f  
orbits of the satellites are highly inohne ^ to 
eeliptio," and of those other retrograde 
whose special modes of movement s/°® 0,1flatly9',
mined causes appear to have contributed, 
the attendants of the various planets revo
their primaries in the same path. Another P cif 
argument in favor of the theory resides lD £-
oumstanoe that the planets apparently r “
their axes in a uniform manner. , ger3

No explanation save that here advanced ^  Jt *’
the
filled a’!tb'

solution of these most striking 
essential to note that, in terms of 
theory, the primeval fire-mist originally qijjis  ̂
space now occupied by the solar systana-^  ̂ cQte
tensely rarefied nebulous haze, of which _for"9
which was ultimately to beoome the 811 ^  
the somewhat more condensed part, was „ost0
the seat of a power of axial rotation. -, -cai *
is fu lly  warranted by  w ell-determ ined  P“ ? k. • . . .  . . .  • . ,  . . . .  _ ~Un1nilS ni" -rfill J

This
»1

P®Again, while allowing that the nebulous 
have possessed local movements of vary -. a 
there is little in this to invalidate the vie^ Z ed l  
nebula as a whole was endowed with a &
rotation. Irrespective of the causes which ^  
the nebula into existence, it is infinity to 
multitudinous mass of incandescent matter8“ f  
through millions of miles of space mast *} 
sensed some mode of motion. As the orlg1?® 0eb°19 
inconceivably high temperature of the

the nebulous mass noj , 0 b?
it  ® ust

turned on its axis with enormously inorea86“ . ^  if 
The laws that govern heated bodies deter“1 
former phenomenon, while the latter * flloeOKhi 

the laws of dvnamics. As the „̂ald

slowly declined, 
traoted towards the

tated
sped

by the laws of dynamics. As L 
on, a stage of nebular develop® 6 Qa\à 0• - . . .  -- 1 « Vitreached, during which oentrifugal force1 3 bf (j,1

come that of the attractive power exe o ĝt 
central mass, and thus, as the mo]“r 
nebula Bhrank towards the centre, th ^0ti$ $ 
would bs left as a ring. The main ® aS fl0d 0 ^ 1  
tinue to radiate its heat into sPftC ag»1® W  
contracting until centrifugal foroe woo 9 e ¡¡ji1 
more potent than centripetal force, a o'UO 
ring would be evolved. Thus we pi°btU„nfir&f

>ming s% e lA \  i’
-  thepursued by the immense central ma ^ ¡e? 

originally formed part, and from which 
initial momentum.

• n SCPaalmost homogeneous nebula beooming D y  
a series of rings, all revolving in the Pj3̂  0[ v ^ i
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pother transformation would at this phase occur, 
¿ “ »‘ter of which the detached rings consist 

ome steadily cooler, and the rings contract 
ceased to be gaseous, and began to assume 

•a state. The planets were thus born. 
e ,con.soliaation took place with comparative
T ^ y / ’ w ritssB all-

»enugbt then ant;cipato the formation of a vast mul- 
E;a;le o£ small planets such as those we actually do 
j. -!a region between the orbit of Mars an 

>ter More usnally, however, the ring might be 
«M eanottobe uniform, and therefore to condense
oi *)ar*iS more raP^iy ^ an in ° ^ er8, x!10. , f 

contraction would be to draw the materials of 
&  “ to a single mass, and thus we should have a 
l  a ?tme<3' while the satellites of that planet would 

developed from the still nascent planet in the same 
\\2 as the planet itself originated from the sun. n 

we account most simply for the uniformity 
mntn .ectl0n in which the planets revolve and for the 

cal ptosim;t of the pianos in which their orbitsj, c contained.”
5yp0!vfoie8°ing i8 an exposition of the Nebular 
t o 513 aa originally advanced. Minor difficulties 
C > r .  been raised by mathematicians and 
t o ^ t s ,  both with reference to the fact that 
:4l 0ani  fc-ia followers postulated an annular 
?otbe Ro! . starting point of solar evolution, and 
4inA,6̂ 'og improbability that rings would be left 
'ili5la r,„^nite intervals as the main body o. tne 
hehni~ntmued to contract. The great majority 

not annular, but spiral, in structure, 
Jpio recent studies amply prove. The te.e- 

'jttiejg ®rvations upon which the earlier astro- 
'■'tl 8nno!.tedeP°adent have now in large measure 

jjraefea by the rise of stellar photography. 
% U efl ®!hion or bo of nebulae are constantly 
* t>8ui«v>° re§18ter and record themselves on the 
^ietjo^10 plate. The ro«>'H» rv.™« ~l' <- J

Q30lltih o w e v e r , is comparatively of 6Ĉ “iraj  nebula 
5 '5 Qcceasary is to postulate ^ pheno- 
% 06,oi a circular one to aocoun to the
t o  the solar system. And in with,
H  t o 10“  of the planets alrea y ^  accept 

r°tation is also aceenated immensely
explanation. For at ^  form ed, they 

H t o tlcd when the planets v7er ment  of the
fitiared in the general mo fashionedt o  aa n - '  and as these

, u -"«iras contracted, their
A  'sin ereatly increased. article with°Qnclude the first part of our a ,q th0
■̂ 'sh ADa trem the P residen tia l A Ib is
lEC l 8Qt o on in tt)07 by Sir David G { ‘ollow s:, tied astronomer’s utterance ra t maUy

spectroscope has shown -gnsed"cbiiVr, Mq r'°t 8tars at all; that many » C  ,a8We" -

The results thus obtained sarve 
8 the spiral character of the nehnla5sin

><1;.«Cit

. -J Well ao ' ’ 1uki many wen-conaenaea
m 6 hut jn , vast patches of nebulous light in the 
0i.6videnco , at° cnas3cs of luminous gas. Evidence. COBcj?-! . 2,9 f l iGftnTYli --  -T---- -------------U111

«1%  ho> i St, -''“siat of ' accumulatod to show that such 
akaea and out of which stars {i.e., suns)

spectra t bt)U18 evolved. The different types 1 ®cs if., form suchiet>oir9 (horn 7 -tuJ 8Uch a complete and gradual 
Cl)tQhl. ^Warcjo ,, lmPio spectra resembling those of 
Nw.X.lty) as tn °ngh ‘ ype8 of gradually increasing 
N»te si 1Q the crv î sn8gest that we have before ns, 

y  of the n °frams of these spectra, the com- 
^  thn.^ds tn * u tion o£ suns from the inchoate 
'il. -j,, down-w» , ,6 active sun (like our own), 
«a 6 Period i* *? ‘ho almost hoatlcss and invisible 
h >et>ta v® °ke is V11” which human life has existed 

o f?d teenn ^hiy to° short-oven if our first 
work—to afford obsorvational 

ha»lof soCh c, ,C!latlS0 in anY particular star; 
y be doubter'*”013’ evidence before

T. F. P a l h e b .

n b t o  — - " = = -----------------------------
CaDUot L>Lday, Wel1 is to tbink- 0n awakon- 

' l£ this ® P’easnro during the day to at
Player QQ <£ become a substitute for the 

e ,'8c;iei ’ 0Ur fellow-men would benefit by

included.)

The Real Conflict.—II.
— «— -

(Concluded from p. 317.)
T a k e , again, the question of religious versus Secular 
Education. The conservative attitude on this takes 
two distinct shapes. The old view, that it is the 
duty of the State to inoulcate religion, because 
religion is God’s “ revelation,” is held probably to 
this day by the majority of the Roman and Anglican 
elergy, though it is not ventilated very much on 
political platforms. A mors insidious argument, 
because of its appeal to the amour propre of the 
average father and mother, is that it is the duty 
of the State to see that children are taught the 
religion of their parents. Now, apart from the fact 
that this privilege appears to be claimed exclusively 
for Christian and Jewish parents—for whoever heard 
it insisted upon for Freethinkers, Theosophisfcs, or 
Mormons ?—it is traceable, in the last resort, to 
the Christian dogma of the divine authority of the 
family. This appears as soon as the point is raised 
of the rights of the child. If we ask why the ohild 
is to have his or her mind biased in infancy in favor 
of a particular view of the universe, and still more 
why the State is called upon to assist? we are told 
that “  parental authority is final,” “  the family, and 
not the individual, is the unit of the State,” and so 
forth. This, of course, is simply the old ecolesiastical 
dogma again. The commonsense view is that the 
family must be judged by the needs of individuals, 
not the individual moulded to fit the family, and 
that, if it is to be permissible at all to teach children 
religious dogmas which will probably deprive them 
for the rest of their lives of the faonlty of impartial 
thinking, at least parents and olergy should be re­
quired to do the thing for themselves without pub­
licly afforded facilities.

The attitude taken by typical representatives of 
these opposing schools to the phenomenon of social 
unrest presents an interesting contrast. The Cath­
olic attitude on questions of property is naturally, as 
a rule, conservative ; property, like the family, is an 
ordinance of God, and the attack upon it is immoral. 
Accordingly, among the older representatives of this 
school, Socialism, Syndicalism, and the like dootrines 
are met with denunciation of the ordinary conserv­
ative sort. A certain number of intelligent Catholics, 
however, of whom Messrs. Belloo and Chesterton are 
representative, realise that soeial injustice cannot 
be defended on religions, any more than on secular 
grounds; and, so far as negative criticism goes, their 
attack on plutocracy somewhat resembles that of the 
Socialists. The difference appears, however, not only 
in the remedy they advocate (small individual pro­
prietorship), but in the very phraseology of their 
attack on capitalism. The revolutionary Socialist 
draws the broad contrast between the “  capitalist ” 
and the “  worker,” the person who lives on rent, 
interest, and profit on the one hand, and the wage- 
earner on the other. The contrast is always avoided 
by the Catholio pseudo-revolutionaries. With them, 
the opposition is invariably between “ rioh” and 
“  poor,” which is not by any means the same dis­
tinction as that between “  capitalist ” and “  worker,” 
though it coincides with it sufficiently to oause the 
desired confusion among revolutionaries who are not 
very clear-headed. The distinction between “ capi­
talist ” and “  worker ” is one of eeonomio function; 
that between “ rich” and “ poor” is merely one of 
personal affluence or necessity. The one relates to 
production, the other to consumption. In aping the 
Socialist phraseology, therefore, Messrs. Belloo and 
Chesterton carefully eliminate from it the eeonomio 
content which, in the appeal of the Socialist, supplies 
it with potenoy and sting. By further associating 
“ riches,” nob very scrupulously, with the ideas of 
superior education and of Jewish nationality, and 
“  poverty ” with the ideas of ignorance and immo­
bility, Messrs. Belloc “and Chesterton suooeed in 
turning the Socialist phraseology to the purposes 
of Catholicism and anti-Semitism. We are given
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the picture of a wealthy German Jew, who dis­
believes in God and is interested in eugenioa and 
social reform, lording it over the unsophisticated 
and unwashed English laborer and reducing him, 
insensibly, to slavery.

This picture is intended to make us believe that 
the whole Catholic hierarchy, from the Pope to the 
least known parish priest, are burning.to deliver the 
aforesaid unsophisticated laborer from his dreadful 
doom, and would speedily do so if only he would 
be converted and live. Unfortunately, it does not 
accord with what we know of the Catholic Church, 
in history. If we leave the concepts of “  rioh ”  and 
“ poor” with their vague ethical and religions associ­
ations, and come back to the historical conflict be­
tween “  capitalist ” and “  worker,” we do not, as a 
matter of fact, find that the Catholic Churoh has 
thrown in her lot with the proletariat. On the 
contrary, we find that the Church has always insisted 
strongly on the rights of capital and the value of law 
and order, and boasted of her efficiency as an aid to 
the military and police in keeping society “  stable.” 
Oa the Continent there is no dissimulation whatever 
about this; but in this country, where Catholicism 
is less prominent, it is the duty of the genuine 
revolutionist to expose the fraudulent pretence of 
certain Catholics to be democratic.

It may be objected that the Catholic Church has, 
in this discussion, been treated as if it were the only 
representative of Christianity, and that other forms, 
such as Anglicanism, more or less “ broad,” and Non­
conformity, have been ignored. If this is so, it is 
only because Catholicism says coherently and in full 
what other denominations say illogioally and by 
halves. It is the fashion, for example, among non- 
Catholic Christians, to slur over and even repudiate 
the doctrine of eternal punishment, and even to 
defend this repudiation as consistent with Chris­
tianity, by explaining away the New Testament 
passages on the subject. How the same word can 
be rendered in English as “ eternal”  when applied 
to future felicity, and as merely “ lasting for an 
age ” when applied to punishment, is a question 
for liberal theologians to answer. It is sufficient 
to say here that, if eternal punishment is repudiated, 
the dootrine of atonement ceases to have a basis, and 
the core of historical Christianity is cut out. More­
over, if we are allowed flatly to contradict the teach­
ing of Christ and his disciples on eternal punishment, 
there appears no reason why we should credit it on 
other points to which impartial reason demurs, eg., 
on the question of divorce, submission to authority, 
and the subjection of women. In short, there is no 
half-way house between Catholicism and Freethought 
which does not crumble at the touch of the hammer 
of logic.

This polemic might have been considered somewhat 
as flogging a dead horse, were it not that we live at 
a time when we are assured, rightly or wrongly, that 
religion is reviving, that scientific rationalism is dis­
credited, and that we are well on the way back to 
a new “ age of faith.” These claims are, doubtless, 
exaggerated, and intended rather to appeal to weak 
intellects who tend to shout with the largest crowd, 
than to state accurately the facts of the case. But 
it is just in the appeal of such statements to weak 
intellects that the danger lies. Wo see on many sides 
what appeals to be a flood of irrationalism surging. 
Side by side with the attempt to discredit soienoe 
goes the attempt to discredit representative democ­
racy, largely prosecuted by the same set of people. 
Outside the pale of the Churches, the vacant seat of
religion is, in many minds, ooonpied by Theosophy
and Spiritualism, which, with a pretenoe to he the 
latest thing in enlightenment, seek to re-establish 
the same doctrines which Materialism attaoks. 
These are so many weeds growing in the path of 
progress, and equally, in their way, serve the ends 
of reaction.

The progress of sooial and political change will in 
time produce its own effect on the general ideas of 
the community. For the present, it is desirable that 
those who are revolutionary Freethinkers, and are

not tied by political exigencies, should co 
current attempt to boom supernatural!9®»̂
emphatic assertion of the following principe

That there is no external divine author®.'

which man owes submission, and, oonseq ...
that opposition to practical reform®» 
ground that they are forbidden WJthat they are forbidden bj 
authority, is to be treated with canto®?

2. ac l 1

3.

That the justification of the State n"-  ̂
the laws laid down by it, whether as ^ 
erty, marriage, or anything else, i®>a, 
bo, solely that they satisfy the felt nee, 
individuals composing the State, an 
override mare imperatively felt needs 

That the unit of sooiety, whose need® 
considered, is not tbs family or * e 
but the individual. ■
That the needs of the individual 
sidération in the following ovieï7 Z ^

“ ““to t «

the &

necessities first; education sccona, 
ties of life third; and alleged, 
spiritual benefits last. KOBBBT A#

God and Man.
fa'*

T h is  is not an easy world to live in, bet. ^  
know, it is the only world we have to ^¡¡e K 
strikes me that the best thing we 03/11 
is to live in such a manner as to make hf9 < 
most enjoyable for ourselves and others- .

We are surrounded by enemies. Natur  ̂̂  
form ever menaces our existence. The I 
though it hated man, and the heat bo .gfery 
mercy for human beings. Only those , ¿¡v&d̂ V 
gent enough or strong enough to take a 
nature and compel her to obedience can .
life a blessing. „If sffljjf

Nature is afraid of brains. Left to b®* obffy 
degenerates. It is only when whipp9“ 1
by human intelligence that she produces^
Nature must be oonquered before man 
viotory. ,

The tendenoy of nature is downward* ^¡i 
to wheat or corn or potatoes. Weeds a ^¡fl9 
products of the earth. Only by m,xlD° y
dirt has farming become successful. fl.

Nature has no hand to stretch to aget>°o!Jhis sulisten to his prayers; no eye to see
V.

— c ---^ ---- , ----  -
no heart to W6ep over his misfortunes- - ^
a Providence. She is a cold, hard ioe, gfc9̂ - 
and the hardest foe that man has to jig a'do^ft

the stupid and the dull. p lu ■
Go where wo will, nature is master, 

man, nature finds opposition and a d 
conquer, to oiviliae, to uplift and 

Cultivation everywhere and in

, to

his brains is the biggest fool in sxisr' jjles6
: — t—n —i- i-.— .. n 1Î to uJrintellect has won from nature all 
mankind enjoy.

.. jr,
¡in*3iruuaiuu

The highest work of man has be ’ a®
_ £  i.1 t 1. _ •  1M .r-CT liOto free the brain, to give liberty b0 îgfa0̂  -i*i------ iif. i i ..  f.he sat*to add to human life the joy, the .p, #i-

oomes from the exercise of freedo®1’ ej8y 
Nature has a thousand swords ' tt0^

" * ‘ ‘ ° *** ' 1 i.'ithing to save him 
found on the shores of the 3ck0 a , ^of the forest, in the homes r,vt0̂ g of 
everywhere, where the cruel f°r ¡,y ' 
stronger than man. 3 ^  b^

y
ronger tnan mac. . pi-
Man escapes the blows aimed 

only by the use of his intellect.
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“6«  is built the ship; 6V.0E, ? ° rLata°o£ man 
itruoted the home; ever is the gtorm>

f ^ g  how to protect himself from the stor 
-8wind, the flood, and tho drought. ^  r>£ jt.

an o home came from man’s brain, habitation,>  sever built a log cabin for human habitat^^,
,Viei §eve to man the rudest shelter ft

,V\r. —* -the 
a si cold. Nature never made a fire for 

Hoseif fr ’ s£ove> nor a weapon for him to defend 
; in’a btai°m. ,t*le savage beast. All has come from 
Hatjrg tba£i makes man a civilised being.

2* world na?,bav0 credit of bringing man into 
first aaed‘ But what a world to come into. 

!*nt rnn»?1̂  was a naked man. How long he—. was a nal „ „  0an teli-
M “®4 without a rR8 cn in a world like¿I. of man absolutely naked human

^en think of the mighty wor oiviUsation
:;^'u making for humanity all that our oivu 
V,a « to-day! . . Rut he

w 8* a £ask confronted primitive na wasn’t 
••¿>tV fork to hotter his condition. fc
5 1 that helped him. It wasn’t  m iraow
lu8 drst home, rude and orude human
■'ij^man labor that did it all. ^ ^ f t h a t  found 
. i that spark of fire in the human b > ^nat 

and the means to protect him enta.
)d '0ni claws of beasts, and fangs of _ a bcay 

kj ,\te Save man life and being ; g ve, bas ¿lone 
gave him hands and feet 5 he has haBC ,

:'J5i m gmhoent creator, lh e  glory
' the t  P<Wert?  o£ human nakedness - £ the

C J ^ t l e t h  century, ie the trmmph c ^  
h,w\iain> the result of the irao thoug our

V J ? y o£ the characteristics of our W  
Vi«: QQt railroads, our inventions, our 
h ’ Ccr telephone and telegraph, and teU m 

came from. None of « - m  came from- —. ».» *jiv< Ui. VJ
«Uv"11 bv c Qe came from God. They were dot,h- 3 anv At—s t, J . ,

Every single one.0» , -•> any divine power. ca0 ŝ from
-v. v^ciioua characteristics of th. n jG the
S > aa. intellect. They were all anthct
^¡hv a'n’ and every one bad m the fact
\  Redder. I  want to impress up y m{ortable, 
%v!v^^ing that makes our,,1 hTaiu of man. 
’• 6’ tolerable, came from the ■ human

C v,?ot come from revelation, but from
■ human industry. n4  live in,
^ k 6!  vforld, besides the one we 1 the super- 

’cjPcsed upon man—the woi nquering
Hwib’ has conquered and ££a hard-

j taking from life its BaPf®r annernatnral,
<  A t  th» world at the » 1’ “ “  „ , tag
S  1«  ™ « » 1  things, oioatoa .Jb:sotion, ot

purP°aeB of elavory’ . A  oircumferenoe
tloanda him> although its ok weaker.

" S h L larrower>and its Power baC. nral8afraid ofN? HuU beeu afraid of the snpernatnra ,
* / J S S S

be;« ^
lKat of tT ‘ r  ,°f the dark. But when the 
of d Bnneri, ,;ln.Was turned on these places 
1 the iriA e£nS8 wko controlled the des-

',i ■ ietreatciaiQa were found empty, and the
S CC >  once I t0,  othGr strongholds The air 

/. i i e3CwV.r°anied l d Wlth aegofs. the earth over 
V^er^aioh thev r &9 PeoPlsd with fairies, the 

all1t?l08idefly were occupied by ghosts, 
Vn 11 tha 6 angM,. dual Power—a god and a devil, 

vvod g 6 ghostl are gone, all the fairies have 
BUe „ntlQt be fnaVl® vaniahed, the Devil is dead, 

a ba= 6i UGd-

S jti ,̂ b l & . N o

> 8 bclievL a-nge1» alive or dead> and yet n N  SWb or aled 1Q angels. No one ever saw 
U ,ai ’ ltdead. and yet men and women 

m - tngg* l one over saw a ghost, and 
V ^ W i !  ’ atd k heved in ghosts. No one ever 

io iitiahv afraid nF f i 0n and women believed in 
a % i6 belie!,Alm' No one ever saw a god, 

' in ton ed  lD ^ od and worshiped him. 
NL?Ctd i Qre is nil âin of man there is no super- 
V 1 H  ^  tbe eariun alh Whether there is any- 

tbiD8c°vered r ^  m the heavens, that man 
8; ti.- 1 oo not pretend to know; but 

an who is engaged in .a search
the

for God will have a winter’s job at least. I do not 
know what man will find in future years, hut he will 
never find the Holy Ghost. I do not know where man 
will find the truth, when the truth is found, but he 
will never find it in the Bible—that book of a thou­
sand lies. I do not know when man will be free from 
industrial bondage, but he will never feel tho thrill 
of emancipation in his veins until he abolishes the 
priest. Men fight for what supports them, and religion 
will be defended as long as it gives honor and wealth 
to so many human beings.

Always and everywhere in front of man’s progress 
stands, with uplifted hands, the priest, to forbid 
human advancement. Worse than frost, deadlier 
than the heat, more pitiless than the blast of the 
storm, is the work of the Church against the attempts 
of man to better the conditions of living. The cry 
of labor for bread, for justice, is not heard by the 
dead ears of the Church, hut that cry will be heard 
by the living ears of man, and, when justice is given 
to those who toil, the home will no longer be sacrificed 
to the greed of the Church, and the pockets of the 
poor will be sacred from the sordid fingers of the 
priest.

I want to see men honest; I want to see them 
industrious; but I want to see them sensible. To 
save the working man, it is necessary to free his 
mind from the power of witchcraft; to tell him 
that his sou! is his own, that no person on this 
earth has the right to forbid him to go where he 
will, to eat what he likes, to read what pleases 
him, and to do with his days and nights what brings 
to him the highest enjoyment.

— Tmthseeker (New York). L. K. WASHBUKN.
(To be continued.)

God to the Pope.

T he best part of Europe is bleeding to death. Worse than 
that is the international hatred which is black enough to 
darken the sun. I  only wish that the Pope, instead of 
falling upon his knees at the eleventh hour, as it were, and 
begging for help, had had the courage and the power, the 
tact and the diplomacy to prevent the War. Surely that 
ought not to have been too much for a Vicar of Christ!

But if the Holy Father believes that his new prayer, 
which ends with a piteous appeal to the Virgin, will bring 
an answer, why, we ask again, did he wait until the twenty- 
first day of March— seven months after the first shot was 
fired—before addressing it to heaven ? If, however, he has 
been praying quietly all the time, but without success, what 
leads him to think that a new or a louder prayer will over­
come heaven’s indifference? And is it complimentary to 
the Deity to represent him as one who must be importuned 
before he will act ?

Suppose heaven replied as follows :
“  Holy Father, my vicar on earth, you call me 1 Almighty,’ 

but I cannot prevent causes from having consequences. If 
I could, my own throne would not last a day. If your 
Holiness had taken care of the causes, I could have looked 
after the consequences. Only a few years ago Italy seized 
Tripoli by force of arms. You had an opportunity then to 
protest against such thieving aggression, but instead you 
blessed the aggressor, prayed for his victory, and shared the 
spoils with him. You never thought then of praying for the 
Turks, for thoir orphaned children and widowed women 1

“  One other thing, your holiness : The belligerent nations 
have thrown international law, civilisation, and humanity 
overboard. Crimes have been committed to cause even a 
sphinx to break into speech. The English are trying to 
starve non-combatants—children, even ; the Germans are 
sinking neutral ships and merchantmen, with no care for 
the lives on board. But while Secular newspapers and 
laymen have protested against these relapses into barbarism, 
the Pope, the infallible teacher, the moral conscience of the 
world, my sole mouthpiece on earth, has not had the courage 
to utter a single syllable against either English or German 
wrongs l How is that ? When the world is in most need of 
a teacher and a prophet, you keop your lips sealed, or speak 
only ambiguities, and offer vain prayers 1 Is your silence on 
the crimes that are being committed by tho powers induced 
by fear, by policy, or by ignorance ? Infallibility and fear ! 
Infallibility and policy 1 Infallibility and ignorance ! The 
ungodly have called tho papacy a sham. Prove that it is 
notl Please have this message read in all my churches.”

M. M. Mangasabian.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Eta.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first poet on Tuesday 
and bs marked “  Lecture Notice ” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
I ndoor.

Queen’s (Minor) H all (Langham-place, W .): N. S. S. Annual 
Conference. Public Meeting at 7. Mr. G. W. Foote will preside. 
Speakers: Messrs. C. Cohen, J. T. Lloyd, A. B. Moss, K. H. 
Rosetti, Harry Snell, and Wallace Nelson. Admission free. A 
few reserved seats.

Outdoor.
5 ¡B ethnal Green B ranch N. S. S. (Victoria Park, near the 
Bandstand): No meetings.
.« K ingsland B ranch N. S. S. (corner of Ridley-road): No 
meeting.

PROPAGANDIST LEAFLETS. New Issue. 1. Christianity a 
Stupendous Failure, J. T. Lloyd ; 2. Bible and Teetctalism, J. M. 
Wheeler; 3. Principles of Secularism, C. Watts; 4. Where Are 
Your Hospitals! R. Ingersoll. 3. Because the Bible Tells Me 
So, W. P. B all; 6. Why Be Good ? by G. W. Foote. The 
Parson's Creed. Often the means of arresting attention and 
making new members. Price 6d. per hundred, post free 7d. 
Special rates for larger quantities. Samples on receipt of 
stamped addressed envelope.—Miss E, M. Vance, N. S. S. 
Secretary, 62 Farringdon-street, London, E.C.

LATEST N. S. S. BADGE.—A single Pansy 
flower, size as shown ; artistic and neat design 
in enamel and silver; permanent in color; has 
been the means of making many pleasant 
introductions. Brooch or Stud fastening, 6d. 

, Scarf-pin, 8d. Postage in Great Britain Id. 
Small reduction on not less than one dozen. 
Exceptional value.—From Miss E. M. Vance, 

General Secretary, N. S. S., 62 Farringdon-street, London, E.C.

THE LATE
C H A R L E S  B R Ä D L 1 Ü G H , .P .

A  S tatu ette  R ust,
Modelled by Burvill in 1881. An excellent likeness of the great 
Freethinker. Highly approved of by his daughter and intimate 

colleagues. Size, 6J ins. by 8| ins. by 4J ins.
Piaster (Ivory Finish) ... ... 3/-

Extra by post (British Isles) : One Bust, 1/- ; two, 1/6.

T he Pioneer Press 61 Farringdon-street, London, E .C .; or, 
Miss E. M. Vance, Secretary, N. S. S.

All Profits to be evoted to the N. S. S. Benevolent Fund.

A m e r i c a ’s  F r e e t h o u g h t  Nawsp^’

T H E  T R  U  T H  S B B . ,
FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT. J87 ‘ 

CONTINUED BY E. M. MACDONALD. 188 P  
G. E. MACDONALD „ .
L. K. WASHBURN „„  Ediiobiai ^

Subscription Rates. 3.1*
Single subscription in advanoa ~  b
Two new subscribers ... ... — ¡Jt
One subscription two years in advance •**

To all foreign countries, except Mexico, 50 oents Pe‘ ? 
Subscriptions for any length of time under a yeaI’ “ ,

25 cents per month, may be begun at sx-1 
Freethinkers everywhere are invited to tend for 

which are free.
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, Ml ;

Publishers, Dealers in Freetbougbtb «os*' ' 
62 V»SHY SIR***.

Determinism or F r e e

B y C. COHEN.

Issued by the Secular Society, ^

r theA clear and able exposition 01 i"
a' - -  —I-------a-  I " _/1- JL tu* ! tri Vit O'the only adequate light—the li£'lt

CONTENTS. „ #
I. The Question Stated.—II. “ Freedom" 
Consciousness, Deliberation, and Choice.—lV' 
Consequences of Determinism.—V. Professor 
Dilemma of Determinism.”—VI. The Nature eo» o 
of Responsibility.—VII. Determinism and CharfK^

Problem in Eeterminiem.—IX» 011133 ><f;

P R I C E  O N E  S H I L L i N 0  **
(P o s t a g e  2d.)

T he P ioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon-streot

T H E  S E C U L A R  S O C I E T Y
(LIMITED)

Company Limited by Guarantee,
Registered Office—62 FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.C. 

Chairman of Board of Directors—Mr. G. W. FOOTE, 
Secretary—Miss E. M. VANCE. , <

This Society was ormed in 1898 to afford legal seourity to the 
acquisition and application of funds for Seotflar purposes.

The Memorandum of Association sets forth that the Society’s 
Objects are :—To promote the principle that human conduct 
should be baaed upon natural knowledge, and not upon super­
natural belief, and that human welfare in this world is the proper 
end of all thought and action. To promote freedom of inquiry. 
To promote universal Seonlar Education. To promote the com­
plete secularisation of the State, eto., etc. And to do all such 
lawful things as are oonduoive to such objects. Also to have, 
hold, receive, and retain any sums of money paid, given, devised, 
or bequeathed by any person, and to employ the same for any of 
the purposes of the Society,

The liability of members is limited to £1, in case the Society 
should ever be wound up and the assets were insufficient to oover 
liabilities—a most unlikely contingency.

Members pay an entrance fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent 
yearly subscription of five shillings.

The Society has a considerablejnumbsr of members, but a muon 
larger number is desirable, and it is hoped that some will be 
gained amongst those who road this announcement. All who join 
it participate in the control of its business and the trusteeship of 
ita resources. It is expressly provided in the Articles of Associa­
tion that no member, as such, shall derive any sort of profit from 
the Society, either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in 
any way whatever.

The Society's affairs are managed by an elected Board of 
Directors, consisting of not less than five ar>d not more than 
twelve members, one-third of whom retire (by ballot) eaoh year,

but are oapable of re-election. An Annua 
membors must bo held in London, to t&j1 g K
new Directors, and transact any other ¡7
■Being a duly registered body, the See ( ts«U 11.

are
duly registered body, 

can receive donations and bequests 
Those who are in a position to do BaoCjety", 
donations, or to insert a bequest in ^ e. ba\;ebto6ttrtie W 
wills. On this point there need not be aaet0- .-¡¡frftr 
It is quite impossible to set aside snob he? otiLcO ¿¡t 
have no option but to pay them over >? , j,»s 8 p  
administration. No objection of any Vs
connection with any of the wills by 
already been benefited. rr̂ rpet ftlJ J

The Society’s solicitors arc Messrs.
Rood-lane, Fenohuroh-street, London, E- ’ j ( ,

A Form of Bequest.—The following 
bequest for insertion in tho wills of 1 i ib6 .¡pi p  
"  bequeath to the Secular Society, Li® t a ^  |V ’/
1 free from Legacy Duty, and x u . - r- 
two members of the Board of the said B 

“ thereof shall be a good disohargo to 
“  Legacy.”

Friends of the Society who have rerae£z0tjfy 
or who intend to do so, should formally 
the fact, or sond a private intimation to jliW ( n f"  
(if desired) treat it as strictly confidential-^ j0at pi 
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes 6 jpet° 
thoir contents have to be established by 0

I mmSSiäy 
4 ,
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NâÎI°NâL secular society.
8 îci President : G. W. FOOTE

on reason 
guidance or

- OWIUUIU « VJ| . .  i r  w  I I—a
!,ii9*3/;Mi3sB.M, Vance, 62 Farringdon-st., London, B.O,

s Principles aosi Objects.
lPj'!iAEI3It teaches that conduct should be base c 
., KnowJejg®. It knows nothing of divine g n iu ^ «  ^  
te„a.?IeEco ’> it excludes supernatural hopes and fears, it
Bowl8 •PPiness as man’s proper aim, and utility as his gal guide.
LihMlwiBI? afrums that Progress is only possible through 
seek»?’ is at once a right and a duty; and therefore 
tkonou ren;ove every barrier to the fullest equal freedom of 

C , I a.ction- an^ speech.
is Sa ari3® declares that theology is condemned by reason 

arid hy experience as mischievous, and 
Seenii aS tllQ historic enomy of Progress. . _

Pleas " 3m accordingly seeks to dispel superstition; to
¿0,aaJ education:
ilaui-?’ to to disestablish religion ; to rationalise 
'»tetigj lJ,°ii^0-rQ0̂ Q Peace > to dignify labor ; to extend 
“>s pcc-Iq ü 'beino : and to realise the self-government of

, Any . t a b m h l* ? .
a-, ? 13 0ügiblo as a member on signing the 

"I deg- c, aticn :—
p’'-dge *° .Join the National Secular Society, and_ 
®t°niotiT,„ ¡i“ ’ & admitted as a member, to co-operate inits objects,’;

'tdárji,
Ration  

3 a  Deci;

• »-••re«»« • »•ittici« *,*•*«••

. day o f. .190..
declaration should bo transmitted to the Secre-ary

P' ¿ y QK ' minimum of Two ShiUinga per yea^every 
5 * «  is left to fix his own subscription aocoruv b 

®®*®s and interest in the cause

. Immediate Practical Obiects. Fre0.
^ h ^ a t i c m  of Bequests to Secular 0 tion 0{¡ S í  Societies, for the maintenance and prop o
3 ?°* opinions on matters of religion, on the “>118 an • - ^  **JbW

apply to Christian or Theistao churches o
Abolition of the Blasphemy Taws, in 

4  £  1» canvassed as freel/as other aubjects, with

of the State
. tbe 3 ? . England, Scotland, and Wales. , Heading 
* bti0liti-  01 Roligioma Teaching and Bible ̂

or other edncatin^i <
Ibo o- 01oso educational establishments supported

«lùl^Poning of all endowed educational -
’Iu ,ì ? aa youth of all classes alike.  ̂ free use

•1 of all laws interfering ..on . andthe
toï the purpose of culture, auc mB Xiibrarios ^ »  of State and Municipal Museum,,

A u , “®riea. -».Uv to seocte
> 4\ ii0,1.111 of the Marriage Laws, c"^ . BCmable liberty 
»  tor husband and wife, and a ' oa0ona

TV, ü ^ °t divorco. and -women, so
^t i\\ l âlisaticn of the legal status of distinctions.
, V Ä . m a ,  be independent oi violence, and

Ä ^ QUti°u'oI all hereditary distinctions sna S‘ W1S S - *  s5«i!i - 1 gss 
humanantagoniatio to justice and 

1 by all j Q.st and wise means of the con
v ^ t V ^ w “ “ 868 .?*the I,1eo.ple- esPec1î.aI1y^Hes« "Ou iy ’ «aere insanitary and incommodious 

G — - 1- - - - -(¡Lj ÎQ j j i  n f  f u  7  u o «o i .* u i . o m u u  \j a  i c h a h a j  ia jl c i
to i 18 }&orai ûn<3° ri8ht an  ̂duty of Labor to organise 

»¿hi SoiS Ptotn,f. °o°aomioal advancement, and of its

'  mse Want of open spaces, cause physical 
°tion o«3i ’, Bnd the deterioration of family life.h. thn -■ - ■ * ■

¡ S ’  ». - a ,  combinations.
hln tr^ u ie n;Ua.ldea °t Reform for that of Pnnish- 

%u> es oi 68 of fc«T1, criminals, so that gaols may no At, 7 pkySjc , . Ration, or oven of mere detention, 
aiflictf,,! J“ .t®Roctual, and moral elevation for 
,Q °l tlir,Wl^  aeti-social tendencies. 

i't'>£tiL tea't£a-,niaorfl'1 law to animals, so as to secure 
* < „ ?  Atv'0h of p * and legal protection against cruelty. 

* ’'•SEhi a*'Oii | ac°  between nations, and the substi- 
*“i6s, Qt War in tho settlement of inter-

FREETHOUGHT PUBLICATIONS.

L i b e r t y  a n d  N e c e s s it y . Aa argum ent against 
Free Will and in favor of Moral Causation. By David 
Hume. 82 pages, price 2d., postage Id.

T h e  M o r t a l it y  o p  t h e  So u l . B y  D avid H um e. 
With an Introduction by G. W. Foote. 16 pages, price Id.,
postage Jd.

A n  E s s a y  on  Su ic id e . B y D avid  Hume. W ith  
an Historical and Critical Introduction by G. W. Foote, 
price Id., postage |d.

F r o m  Ch r is t ia n  P u l p it  t o  Se c u l a r  P l a t f o r m .
By J. T. Lloyd. A History of his Mental Development. 
60 pages, price Id., postage Id.

T h e  M a r t y r d o m  o f  H y p a t ia . By M. M. Manga-
sarian (Chicago). 16 pages, price Id., postage Jd.

T h e  W is d o m  o f  t h e  A n c ie n t s . By Lord Baoon.
A beautiful and suggestive composition. 86 pages, reduced 
from Is. to 3d., postage Id.

A R e f u t a t io n  o f  D e i s m . By Peroy Bysaha 
Shelley. With an Intrc duct-ion by G. W. Foote. 32 pages, 
price Id., postage Jd.

L i f e , D e a t h , a n d  I m m o r t a l it y . By Percy Byaahe 
Shelley. 16 pages, price Id., postage £d.

W h y  A m  I a n  A g n o s t ic  ? By Col. R. G. Ingersoll. 
24 pages, price Id., postage id. '

B ib l e  St u d ie s  a n d  P h a l l ic  W o r s h ip . By J. M. 
Wheeler, 136 pages, price Is. 6d., postage 2d.

U t i l it a r ia n is m . B y  Jeremy B entham . An Impor* 
taut Work. 32 pages, prioe Id., postage i  d.

T h e  M is t a k e s  o f  M o s e s . By Col. R. G. Ingersoll. 
Only Complete Edition. Beautifully printed on fine 
paper. 136 pages. Reduced to 6d., postage 21 d.

T h e  E s s e n c e  o f  R e l ig io n . B y  Ludwig Feuerbach. 
“  All theology is anthropology.”  Buchner said that “  no 
one has demonstrated and explained the purely human 
origin of the idea of God better than Ludwig Feuerbach.’ 
78 pages, price 6d, postage Id.

T h e  Co d e  op1 N a t u r e . B y  D enis D iderot. Power­
ful and eloquent. 16 pages, prioe Id., postage id.

B io g r a p h ic a l  D ic t io n a r y  o f  F r e e t h in k e r s —
Of All Ages and Nations. By Joseph Mazzini Wheeler, 
355 pages, price (reduced from 7s. 6d.) 3s., postage 4d.

A  P h il o s o p h ic a l  I n q u ir y  Co n c e r n in g  H u m a n
L iberty. By Anthony Collins. With Preface and Anno­
tations by G. W. Foote and Biographical Introduction by 
J. M. Wheeler. One of the strongest defences of Deter­
minism ever written. Cloth, I s . ; paper, 6d., post Id.

D e f e n c e  o f  F r e e t h o u g h t . By Col. R. G. Ingereoll. 
64 pages, price 2d,, postage Id.

R o m e  o r  R e a s o n  ? A  R eply  to  Cardinal M anning. 
By Col. R. G. Inge.’.soll. 48 pages, price Id., postage Id.

PAMPHLETS BY C. COHEN.

! A n  O u t l in e  o f  E v o l u t io n a r y  E t h ic s . P rice  6d., 
postage Id.
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postage id .
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Q u e e n ’s ( M i n o r )  Hai i ,
L Ä N G H Ä M  PLACE, LONDON, W .

A P U B L I C  M E E T I N G
IN CONNECTION WITH THE

Annual Conference of the National Secular Society*
ON

Whit—Sunday Evening, May 23, 1915.

Chairman: Mr. G. W. FOOTE.

Speakers: Messrs. C. COHEN, J. T. LLO YD , A . B. MOSS, R. 
RO SETTI, H A R R Y  SN E LL, and W A L L A C E  NELSON.

Doors Open at 6.30. Chair taken at 7. Admission Free. A few Seats may he
application to the Ge n e r a l  Se c r e t a r y , 62 Farringdon-street, E .C ., or at the 

Box-officc on the evening of the Meeting.

R es^
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THE BIBLE HAN D BOOl(
FOR FREETHINKERS AND ENQUIRING CHRISTIANS-

BY

G. W . FOOTE and W . P. BALL.N E W  A N D  C H E A P E R  E D I T I O N
Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.

WELL PRINTED ON GOOD PAPER AND WELL BOUND-

In Paper Covers, SIXPENCE— Net.
(P08TAGE l^d .)

In Cloth Covers, ONE SHILLING— N et
(P o s t a g e  2d.)
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IN V A L U A B L E  TO F R E E T H IN K E R S  A N S W E R IN G  C # 1̂

THE PIONEER PRESS, 61 FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, B-°*

Printed and Published by tha P ionkeis P eeks, 61 Farringdon-street, London, E.C.


