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thanking God for the War.

RuS3ELL i8>in bim9 ^ h a te v s* ^ a£)¡L8Qnage, who possesses no (lua^t ,, nf theologia“ 8- 
'a«entiate him from the great bulk of tM  a% Und

B u tto n  with the wl?ole SOhf0a°r,o£ Scripture be 
i  'lola(ier, though as an interprete por one
a?0re fusible than most of bis hr 0f cver-
W Sl £a a vigorous denier of the . beoanse
, bng punishment; hat be tba9 worahip-
f e t f i n d i t i n  the Bible. Churches,
J^od8 Book, he is in revolt against orrupt, and

be characterises as hopeless y _ t0 his
C  etninS which his insistent exho * - But

and readers is, “  Come oat of them Paste* T>r.r âsto* W“«DlH IBi " come out or tnem." ¿sat 
thatCh* be wnnij6^ been simply the minister of a
tey

the”iC,Dlira o£ b 'm- The fact is, however, that 
u'el>enab,0?.mand o£ apparently unlimited funds, 
toilets .„5 1?  0̂ flood Christendom with leaflets, 

bee  ̂b°0bs, by means of which his propa- 
1 corQea a souroe of publio danger. His

-» n® would not have deserved
w  ?olumns, for then the religions P .that 
^v* have heard of him. The faoh is- bow,-i tV>~ -

___ scattered^Students’ Monthly, for e« k®J{el’findit in tbe«
u ŝaat in all communities. down their areas-
I nboxes, under their doors, and dow .batwn.
fem s to he published for grfttal*O0{ore ns, which
Sbsr 7 of volume vi. is article, entitle^i. p.a}aa an exceptionally mischi Comica

Thanks tor War or for E  strange article, 
4lttextreme is the teaching o£ ^  e it, it const be 
» b  to those who verily believe world only
Jfbly tragical. In the pre-Chris a ^  approach-

snjoyed the right and pr^ & a\0ne, of al 
¿^Throne of Grace, because they lationship 
^ticn s on earth, were in covenant ^  „ tbe
to\iQ Ever since the Incar in0 arrange-

3eaua> who accept th thus to com ̂
W °f the Gospel Age, are privileg r0ugb hiro,'

tv t̂ionship with the Creator rv?belming'7 
W 1® Pagans of the world, who at*• °ve tQ pray.
V , tnai°rity, are cruelly denied the B Tbrone of
Eraen K°°r tWng8> dare not appr°!fnant relationship Vvtv.e pScause they are not in cove having del
C J H  the good Creator himself ha ^  
%1-^J £e{t them out in the co • ^batever the
C *  t(Ldo ia to give thanks for isaom, to 
«JJg® Being sees fit, in hie enjoy the
w i& J* ;  Only a limited nnmbeir m j9 fco their

Of prayer or expeot an . w down,V  ¿.i’ but all alike “ may worship a reflex
> f c ^ i c h  they «will surely « f ^ d

may kneel before t and
0n£y a few, comparatively, **1  V 
expect answers to their pray 0£ tbe

V  are brought to the B o b l«^  with £bia the very outset we are co
'Ordinary par n r,^ V Girt«

^ b i« ° cyoi i * tUe i
i K j aek u Iu °wl.edg'

1 state of ‘berem a, 
J War. n,

tbo majority of mankind have an 
" '^ ge  of God, of tho Bible, and of 

set forth, to thank God for the 
hut to the Church, whose oyos

of understanding have been opened to see the lengths 
and the breadths, the heights and the depths, of God’s 
love in the message of the Bible, St. Paul writes : 1 In 
everything give thanks.’ ”

That is thoroughly Biblical, we admit; but blind 
obedience to the commands of Scripture is an un
mistakable mark of degeneracy. All adversities are 
things to be avoided, if possible; and if not, to be so 
endured as to be overcome at the earliest practicable 
moment. If God there be, he has no right to derive 
glory to his name through the direst calamities that 
befall his people. Such a Deity would be the quint
essence of immorality, whom to worship would be a 
crime. It is sheer nonsense to say that all things 
work together for good to anybody, whether God ha 
loved or not. Now take the following :—

« In respect to the great European War now in pro
gress, its casualties, desolations, and wounds, only the 
well-instructed of God’s people may understand the 
Divine plans and arrangements so thoroughly as to be 
able to give thanks in respect to the War, and able to 
exercise confident faith that the outcome of it will mean 
blessings of instruction and preparation for future 
blessings.”

That, again, is truly Scriptural, but touches the 
highest point of unreason. Many Christians there 
are who are not afraid to say that the War is not- 
from above, but from-below. Months ago, Principal 
Whyte, of Edinburgh, affirmed, in unambiguous 
terms, that we owed it to the fact that the German 
Emperor had sold himself to the Devil, in which 
case our thanks are due, if at all, to his Majesty of 
the Lower Regions. Pastor Russell, however, asserts, 
not only that God permits the War, but that he had 
“  foreseen it and had made provision for its results 
before permitting it.” What unmixed, intolerable 
balderdash ! Were the War to result in the complete 
triumph of Prussian militarism, would the reverend 
gentleman thank God for that, or would he regard 
that as a fulfilment of the Divine plans and arrange
ments ?

The article proceeds to describe the War as 
“ merely the outgrowth of human selfishness, ignor
ance, superstition, and false doctrine,” and assures 
us, on the vague authority of the Bible, “  that, 
although it will lead on to revolution, anarchy, and 
ntter wreck of the present order of things—the 
present civilisation—nevertheless God is prepared 
for the emergency. ‘ Man’s extremity will be God’s 
opportunity.’ ” The next paragraph is so deliciously 
simple that we must give it in the writer’s own 
words:—

“ The hour having come for Messiah to take the reins 
of government, he will stand forth in power and majesty 
at the proper moment, and exclaim to the raging ele
ments of the restless human sea, ‘ Peace, be still ’ 1 And 
there will be a grand calm. The lesson learned in this 
trouble will be a lasting one; and the blessed oppor
tunities of Messiah’s kingdom, which will be built upon 
the ashes of present institutions, will bring life and joy 
to all tho willing and obedient.”

Could anything be more ludiorons than the way in 
which the divines d6al with their imaginary Christ ? 
Now they tell ns that he has conquered Europe, and 
sits on his throne as king for ever ; now that Chris
tendom has rebelled against him, and for the time 
being thwarted his holy purposes; and now that 
his blessed reign in righteousness and love will only 
begin at the end of the War. These contradictory
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statements have been persistently repeated and dis
credited in every Christian century. Messiah’s hour 
is always on the eve of striking, but has never yet 
actually struck. Theoretically, he has been on the 
throne as actual Lord of life ever sinoe the days of 
the Apostles, and his followers speak of him as the 
all-conquering Christ; but, practically, he is only 
about to assume the reins of government. Not long 
ago, Dr. Horton mournfully admitted that as yet 
Christianity has never even been tried, but, the 
Word of God being unbreakable, its day of glorious 
triumph must be close at hand. “  At the proper 
moment,” which never is the present moment, every 
knee shall bow in the name of Jesus, and every tongue 
confess that he is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. “ At the proper moment,” which is ever 
predicted to be on the verge of appearing, but which 
has never once risen above the horizon! What does 
Pastor Russell know about God’s times and seasons ? 
If the Christ of theology were a living reality, his 
proper moment to exclaim “  Peace, be still ” would 
have been the one before the War began. Because 
he did not allay the tumult of warlike passions before 
the sword was unsheathed, it is taken for granted 
that “  the proper moment ” had not arrived, but 
when it does arrive there will instantly be “  a grand 
calm.” Do the men of God really imagine that they 
will always sucoeed in throwing dust in people’s eyes 
in so clumsy a manner ? Do they seriously believe 
that sane men and women can be so easily hood
winked with empty words ? Hitherto, all Christian 
prophecies have been wholly belied by the events, 
and we have no hesitation in declaring that those 
indulged in just now are certain to share the same 
fate. Is it possible to conoeive that an all-loving 
Heavenly Father, or an all-compasBionate Redeemer, 
would allow millions of his own children to be brutally 
butohered on battlefields simply because the proper 
moment to interfere had not yet come ? Why, the 
proper moment for such a Being to intervene is the 
moment of sore need, the moment when his sons 
begin to quarrel and to threaten one another.

We candidly confess and glory in our utter inability 
to see the War from Pastor Russell’s viewpoint; and, 
consequently, we cannot possibly give thanks for it. 
If there be a Devil behind this bloody conflict, we 
can discover no intelligible indication that he is 
about to be bound over for a twelvemonth, muoh 
less for a thousand years. This is by no means a 
war to end war. Religious journalists are positive 
that when the War ends we shall And ourselves 
in an entirely new world; but we are equally positive 
that they are wholly mistaken. No war has ever re
created society, nor even improved the conditions of 
life in the countries concerned. The natural tendenoy 
of war is to cheapen life and lower the standards of 
conduct. While it may awaken into noble aotivity a 
few fine virtues, it brings into being many counter
balancing vices, which cling to the character long 
after it is over. How, then, can we give thanks to 
either God or Devil for the present savage struggle ?

As already hinted, we frankly admit the thoroughly 
Biblical character of Pastor Russell’s teaohing ; but 
it is none the less to be condemned on that account. 
Is it reasonable to suppose that a just and good God 
permits the worst of all evils, and converts it into a 
seed, out of which shall spring up a vast harvest of 
wholesome grain? The Gospel Jesus himself exposes 
the infinite absurdity of such a supposition when he 
says, “ Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of 
thistles ? Even so every good tree bringeth forth 
good fruit; but the corrupt tree bringeth forth evil 
fruit. A good tree oannot bring forth evil fruit, 
neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.” 
Even if we believed in God, we could not feel grateful 
to him for the War, for our oonviotion would then be 
that he ought to have adopted some humaner means 
of destroying Prussian militarism. For our part, we 
hope that our arms will be victorious, because we are 
convinced that British militarism at its worst is 
preferable to the German brand at its best.

J. T. Lloyd.

May 9» 1915

The Sign of the Cross.

A pew  weeks ago one of the religions weekh«0 8 j. 
attention to the fact that in many of the vjl 
France and Belgium that had been shelled by  ̂
the Germans or the Allies, the church, or on9 ° j. 
many crucifixes that abound in the country dl  ̂
remained uninjured. Since then several 
have drawn attention to the same fact, alt ^  
have no doubt that other things besides cr8 j:: 
and churches also esoaped destruction. A f® *¡1- 
back, when St. Pierre was destroyed by a° |a;; 
quake, one of the few places, if not the on y t ^
that escaped destruction was the prison.

UU.J * ,
Of ooor̂ '

we were nou asked to draw any moral from ^\u\ 
would not have looked well to have pointed oat > 
whfie “  Providonoe ”  smashed the churches, it 
the prison. In the case of the villages of
and Belgium, however, the moral was snpp°®'
be clear. It was the saored character of the08
that preserved them. In some way, Go& “""t $ 
his protecting hand over the village oba 
wayside crucifix. It strengthened the * ^
some. Others might be just as likely to reii 
a Deity who could save a wooden post r̂0,nhn!Jjrî  
tion while he permitted the smashing up of 
of homes, laid himself open to very drastio o . ¡« 

A further stage of this surreptitious apr"j 
superstition was reached in a recent is90 jot«' 
Daily Mail. This paper published an alleg08d i 
graph of Neuve Chapelle, showing the pi®00 
bombardment by the British. E verything 
picted in ruins except a huge cross bearing 
of Christ, and underneath the picture was t  ̂it' 
“ The village was reduoed to ruins, but 0 , ^  
wreckage stands this—the lonely symbol p. 
tianity.” The moral is not Btated, but i t 18 efeu'-' 
and I have no doubt that Christians, at a ^  
will regard the pioture as impressive and 
as inevitable. ^ isf'

To me, also, the moral is a plain one. ■ A » «  
quite identical with that which Christians 
but it is an obvious one for all that. I b8 
no more fitting symbol could b9 found to 
the devastated ruins of Belgium and 
France than that gigantic oruoifix. If lt60‘ c»° »: 
tion is due to the interposition of Deity» °n , js

i t , » g V
credit him with a power of satire such as 
ordinarily thought of as possessing, 
matter • paradoxically, he were a Froeiu— 
exactly the kind of symbol he would have 90 c 
place there. As a Freethinker, it is the *e 
symbol I should have been delighted to b® ,eJ;; 
gested. And had I the power, nothing ffoa.fl0vr9i::i 
me better than to have painted on hng® D{( )c' 
pictures of the ruined homes of the Conti08 
above the pyramidal mounds of dead bodie8 ® ¡’ “„i 
cross. It would serve to convey to fofcnf i> 1’' 
tions one of the real and one of the most 
lessons of the conflict. . by K

The belligerent nations are all Christi®0.» 
dition. That is a faot of which one sbo°l „tcfl
lose sight. The titular heads of the nfl_ 
France—are more or less related by

tion9'4
a u i u i o  u i  iooo  x u iw "— q

Bishops on either side of the fighting h° 
armies and encourage them by appeal® ĝeo Jy.y 
conviction. Elaborate preparations bay 
to provide the soldiers with religion. * 
on both sides, are solemnly consecrated *

side—as 
mere flof. cKtVj

that is regarded—b y ________  t
Turkey is treated as the mere tool ¡¡(¡JV 
Germany, and is being told, in substano > „ 1d ̂  
a Christian quarrel, and it would have 0 ^  
have allowed the Christians to fight ,c . pi8.,;/,

symbol of the “ great War.

themselves. It would obviously s; 
show the Cross and the Crescent in 
as a
Christian training, of Christian WB,7Ls{fi Khf'l 
Christian example have resulted in 
Christian nations in the world at each 0“ 
animated with a ferocity unequalled 10
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ïaï'elnlïn!!41“ 68- and prostituting tho fruits of 
tion . ̂ Beotual oonquost to a wholesalo dostruo-u oi üniiiai» iî£— - -  -I *___ _ uwm|uoDU wo oi

human life and property. 
What more fitting symbol,than the — - -

Rories 
Part?

cross ? Has there
then, could be found 
been a great war for

their »n ^ *°h  religions feelings have not played
*-«■ Have not some of the V705ggn°4mftinlyusually the most ferocious o n « , be y

■aspiredby religion? What of the th^ 8a“ durdePred 
v,°n?ai?ds oE J0W8 v?ho have besn bru y aRBft0res 
? Christian ferooity, from the aneditc many
‘“Present-day Russian pogroms ? ^ ^ a  ,
>M »ds of people put to a brutai dea^ for B 

of witchcraft ? When two ^ ^ S w a s  
u t̂oyea in South America, under what sym ‘taone? The * —!aged cross. When ̂ ^ J i^ t h o u s a n a s  of

j £ - K *  * g j?  Th“e6 Bymbol employed? The cross. * *  q{ 
J eitB oE Paris ran red with blood mboi held

Bartholomew, what, again, was v^bat has
t°Et hy the murderers ? The cross
. en among the most powerful ^aUD®, centuries ?

as and brutalities in Ireland for t unusual,
fhe cross. There is nothing new, notmng ̂  flbting
^ ? aily Mail pictograpb. Ifc 1S wonld, indeed, ^hol that could be found. One wouiu, q£

*e the Mail on publishing it ‘^ 1 °  As ib 
been responsible for its app1 nnl" —

S C
______ ___ *«»

u’ cue can only appreciate its stupidi y• and
¿ h a v e  all been horrified by truth
a ^tahties of the present War. B almost the

« «  nothing to what has occurred to ^
Ct 6 ands during those times when wreethought.

a,waa unchecked by the spirit 0 ^  cross
**lly six centuries ago the banner ° !  « 16 eot 
C  ca«ied into Foloure and Piedmont. to °°  
Z 08P«ad of heresy. It was a religionsand oi— *

S eac°n, 
Ä  N e

— uei-usy. it  was a religious 
and Christian bishops were among

—« one of its chief engineers was an 
the whole army was solemnly blesse 

- • And the consequences were suoh as 
to C 6,.by c°ntrast, the worst of the present hap- 
W 88 'nsignifioant. In one town 20,000 men and 
iOo^and children were butchered. In another 

■ere burned inch: one pile, and the Christian 
Ovc ” anb Wo nuttc “  they made a wonderful
(¡ti. their nK 4o burn everlastingly in hell.”  And 

Sly erepfaIFid Bodies there might have been 
(V eEt standi 4be 8amo symbol that we are told 

¡¡pile. ln8 after the bombardment of Neuve

ot still to the present events ^?® .̂gpaln the 
Spain to the ^etherlan ^  the eco- 

t ^ s ,  so Christian that it prc barbor Jews 4 tv Uin ot th» country rather than barn
Vtw ^one^f“^ s —Spain whose piety became a by- 

I  1 the nation8 of the earth. The 
fell i?uaoefol. ^  Wealthy, progressive, prosperous, 

a hQrrtKi“ , 4bat land the sign of the ------°bed • o o rjih io , a n a  tb e  S18n ot tb e  cr098 
W ’.dl-treated b; lgbfc- For loag tho P0oPle were. iQo. 4.1- » and nnni*ooon/i "n ciiran nril/1 V\tt

ither
,^ o Prefe ___ _____________ _______^

f etVln®be aim11?^61 bBe Christian government of 
“ kn ’̂ Pda .. re was avowedly to make the

a '  D riven w ild  by —u, and oppressed.. that even
the Netherlanders de°l B robberyin L arma was preferable to cÇnEj 

\ în rmÌment undo- *-1- -He*-* * ^
was

. !>gUc ? so. jufi,"*0,u»~'in the Spanish sense—and
r Jap°  ̂ ^e Sm D.ytowns and cities felt the full yitit.’ .Sonnu ?Ps ‘

_ 4J, A &u *■°““0° â 'e now f°r -u espanish fury ; I  ^ vÎLfcin, one of the 
caiŵ hs of instances. Sb‘ ^ -nßin the pres® ̂NV̂ ^ t  has felt the brunt of fighting ------------

cuCa\CaPtnreà in 1557- T " " " "  "
» “ Oskt

W p l cvet.

1557. I pass over the oarnage 
ln8- But after the city was taken,

Ì '“Mth“8 WasS\ l n‘ erGd dnr!nS the first day, every t BCnOïGfî. T im  aonlr lnafnd n.lì t.Vint. _o uurenered The sack lasted all that
¿ S S M *  o£ tho following......The women were

3  outraged, but they were stripped naaea
i S  conceal trearoro which belonged t̂o^ ^ » o r a ,  and ----------------------»ot

th,

Darn they were slashed in tho face 
8‘vine ‘ v  m sport, partly as a punishment 

»j, P property which was not in their 
® soldiers even cut off the arms of 

omen, and then turned them loose.

maimed and naked, into the blazing streets.......Human
heads, limbs, and trunks were mingled amongst the 
bricks and rafters of the houses which were falling
on every side.......The remains of nearly all the able-
bodied male population, dismembered, gnawed by dogs, 
or blackened by fire, polluted the midsummer air.”

At the taking of Antwerp nearly six thousand 
Spanish soldiers took part in the capture of the 
city. Before commencing work they fell upon their 
knees and solemnly asked the blessing of God on their 
work, and carried before them a standard, one side of 
which was emblazoned with the picture of the cruci
fied Christ, the other side with that of the Virgin 
Mary. They entered the city calling upon the aid 
of St. James and other saints. The city was soon 
taken, and the massacre and work of destruction 
commenced. At least 8,000 people were pnt to death. 
Six millions of property was destroyed by the fire. 
There was not a single species of crime that a 
brutal soldiery could commit that was lacking. Ant
werp, one of the richest and most prosperous cities 
of Europe, was placed in ruins—not altogether so, 
for then, as now, “ the lonely symbol of Christianity” 
remained. Above all the butchering and burning the 
Cathedral remained unharmed. Its bells chimed the 
half-quarters right through the massacre. The sign 
of the cross remained suspended high in air, as though 
to consecrate the work that was going on below.

I thank the Daily Mail for its pictorial lesson in 
Freethought. The servioe is none the less real be
cause it is performed unknowingly. The picture of 
the cross unharmed amidst the ruins of Neuve 
Chapelle is symbolical of much that has taken place 
during Christianity’s long reign. In the Old World 
and in the New it has witnessed the destruotion of 
cities and oivilised nations. It has been held aloft 
over the horror of black slavery, the fiendish work 
of the Inquisition, the insensate brutality of a St. 
Bartholomew massacre, the burning of witches and 
heretics, the ruins of thousands of homes, and the 
destruotion of myriads of human lives. It is the 
symbol that was planted over the ruins of the Old 
Roman civilisation. It waved over that of the grave 
of Mohammedan culture some oenturies later, and it 
would only be in line with its past reoord were it to 
remain aloft over the ruins of tho civilisation of
4o‘day- C. Cohen.

Animals in War Time.

The Dogs of 1 Far, and Other Sketches. By George Bed- 
borough. Illustrated. Letchworth Garden City Press ; 
1915. 2s. net.

M r , Geo rg e  B ed bo ro u g h  is an accomplished 
writer who has written on humanitarian and socio
logical subjects for many years. When a young man, 
he edited the Adult, a periodical that is still treasured 
by collectors, and now he is approaohing middle-age 
he is writing charming stories for children. When 
a known writer like Mr. Bedborough publishes a 
oolleotion of suoh sketohes, one naturally expects a 
good deal of them. In a novel it is easy to tolerate 
ooeasional lapses, but the short story, even at a 
moderate level, should be nearer perfection. Even 
in plain narrative, the telling of ourious and amusing 
events demand considerable qualities of artistry.

In writing these delightful sketohes of animal life, 
Mr. Bedborongh’s avowed objeot is to awaken our 
sympathies, and he has done well in drawing our 
attention to an aspeot of war whioh is often over
looked. All readily think of the sufferings of the 
soldiers in the fighting line, but few think of the 
sufferings of the war-horse, whioh also goes to battle 
and suffers and dies in a quarrel whioh is not his, 
and for causes he cannot understand. It is not 
hardness of heart, but lack of imagination, whioh 
prevents so many from sympathising with the woes 
of animals in war. Says Mr. Bedborough in one of 
these sketches:—

“ Let those who write for all to read tell of the men 
whose deaths fill tho earth with tears. A war means
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blood and tears for man and those who love him. What 
does war mean for the horse and the dog whose brave 
deeds none sings ? These beasts live and work, and 
feel pain, and die of wounds on the field just like men.”

This is well and truly said, and loses nothing by 
being addressed to children. Here is a poignant 
description of a battlefield :—

“  There was a horse which lay in pain with one leg 
crushed by a big gun, whose weight still held the horse 
as in a vice. In all of those hours till the sun set the 
horse lay still. At times the pain was so keen that his 
groans were loud and deep. More than one horse far 
off in the same great field heard the cry, and gave back 
the same call for help. What help could come there ? 
The men who fought had all their work to do to keep 
the foe at bay. All the host of men who lay dead on 
the field could not help. There were those, too, who 
lived, but these were worse off than the dead, for the 
dead were at rest. Some men had wounds in the head, 
the side, or the limbs. Some had lost arms or legs, or 
both. One man close by turned his head to the horse 
as if he would give up all he had of life to aid the 
horse; then he, too, died, and the horse was still left in 
his pain.”

Mr. Bedborough does not confine himself to the 
subject of war, but writes against all forms of 
cruelty. He describes the tortures of the hunted 
stag, the miseries of the Arab's camel, and the 
troubles of the coster’s donkey. The traffic in old 
horses rouses his honest indignation :—

“ These horses on the road to the sea are doomed to 
a long, dreary walk, to a longer, drearier, bitter sea 
journey, and a clumsy butchery when that i3 survived. 
Many die on the journey, especially at Bea, where the 
confined space, the cramped limbs, the irritating rope- 
bonds, the economies in food, light, and air, combine to
swell the tale of mortality.......Can we not be chivalrous
enough to give the noblest beast in the world the right 
to a quiet, untormented old age, and immunity from the 
horrors of that road to the sea, with its vista of torture 
and murder as the end and crown of its useful life in 
our service ?”

The praise of the horse has been sung in many 
languages, and it is, indeed, a noble creature, and 
one of the most beautiful in the animal world. An 
Arab steed or a thoroughbred racehorse reaches, 
amongst animals, the highest point of physical per
fection. Yet, in spite of this knowledge, it is usual 
to use animal terms in a derogatory sense. “ Let 
loose the dogs of war,” wrote the poet, meaning, as 
Mr. Bedborough points out, that in war the beast in 
man is allowed to come to the top. This is a libel 
on animals. We speak of a man as being “ beastly ” 
drunk, but beasts do not get drunk. We call a 
treacherous man a “ hound,” when we know that 
most hounds are faithful. We deride a spiteful 
woman as a cat, whilst most cats are affectionate. 
Even wolves are not always “  wolfish,” nor tigers 
“  tigerish.” Indeed, it is customary to speak of 
everything outside the human species in terms of 
depreciation. But students of animal life are begin
ning to understand their psychology. When strych
nine had almost exterminated the wolves in the 
North-West of America, it was noticed that the 
survivors taught the rising generation to avoid the 
new and deadly peril.

Indifference to the sufferings of others, even if 
those others be but animals, has far-reaching conse
quences. For indifference so often merges into oal- 
lousness. Christians are, in the mass, as indifferent 
to the sufferings of animals as they are to the suffer
ings of ohildren, and the societies which have been 
formed in England for the protection of both show 
annually terrible lists of gross cruelty. How could 
it be otherwise when Christian ethios are bound up 
with such a volume of savagery and ignorance as the 
Jewish Bible ? “ Is thy servant a dog ?” asks, con
temptuously, one of the Old Testament characters. 
“  Doth God care for oxen,” says Saint Paul in the 
New Testament. It is useless to rely on the 
humanity of men who worship an inhuman god. It 
i3 absurd to expect a sane knowledge of animals 
from people who believe the Bible, where most of the 
animals are freaks or monsters. What balanced 
judgment can be expeoted from people who believe

in a talking snake, a lodging-house whale, a P».. 
co-respondent ? What sobriety can be imPn te,  ̂
credulous folk who give credence to stories 
devilled pigs, four-legged fowls, unicorns, eke 
dragons, and Balaam’s talking ass ? j,»

We do well to ask these questions. * “®r 
many oauses of cruelty to animals, but one o ^  
certainly is ignorance. If Christians did bni , ”, 
these lying legends, and cultivated the qnality °tra!1;. 
for dumb animals, perhaps that same qaality> êa]T 
ferred to human beings, would make them 10S8 
to “ let loose the dogs of war.”

Many centuries ago, Francois Rabelais told 
“ wisdom cannot enter an unquiet spirit, and ^  
ledge without conscience is ruin.” Seldom baa 
advice been given, words like himself—stronĝ  
one, and serene. The true task of the tea 
humanism is to show the great pulse ° , jL’jjaf! 
the world, and to discard old ideas when A, gog' 
served their turn. That such comparisons ®T pjge= 
gest themselves in reading Mr. Bedborough 
is flattering tribute, for, doubtless, the 8,0 i*’
not wish to be taken more seriously tha° o0ji 
intended. He is secure enough on his own 
as one of the most charming and delight“
for children working to-day. MialNËR,1#

Christian Apologetics.

MARCION THE HERESIARCH. jjtii# 
BEFORE proceeding further with modern 
apologetics, I must devote a paper to the &x0 t&!
Maroion, whom I overlooked when dealing tn°r- 
worthies of the second century. This 13 go=E:; 
necessary because it has been shown that ^  jj 
of Marcion had some connection with the 
Luke— a matter which present-day apology 
ever refer to. , ,

The writer of the Third Gospel, it will 
bered, commences by saying :— .„«iff'

“ Forasmuch as many took in hand to dra h 
rative concerning those matters which hsv b‘\. 
believed among us, even as they, who from tf..~ ~ —----  --- 1 ,̂'v̂ iaf.nrS 0*ning were eye-witnesses and ministors 
delivered them unto us, it seemed g°oc*™  uuuu ua, „  _  flraij g
having been acquainted with all things Wf , 
the first, to write unto thee in order, 1 
Theophilus; that thou mightest know .flgtrflc
concerning the things wherein thou 
(Luke i. 1—4). TesC#tt‘iThis is the only paragraph in the of „

which throws any light upon the °rl° C^‘lt  i 
canonical Gospels, and such being the oaS ’0Spl»1!')i; 
oommentators have tried their hardest " 
away. Moreover, not one of those c° j 
has been able to identify the “  Most exc® - -« 
philus,”  and for the simple reason tba ^  
only looked for him in the first century» |j0 t1̂ ; 
assumed by them to have lived in flP°8aBgoiC ' 
and to have been a companion of flB. ’
which I have twice shown to be base*na, eW  I J I U i l  JL l i f c l V O  b W  l U u  ft L IU  W  U  t u  u o

however, Luke is put in his proper po®1
find his Theophilus.iv* jliio xuou|juuun. a(yv

Luke, as well as the other three ca ^  t* 
gelists, lived in the second quarter ° ^ o0l- ' ” ‘
century. Eusebius tells us that k ^ 'k icb  ¡̂¡1$

ttt r> n  o  r i n f i r m  n  P A  « f  J r t/oV l f iO  W  ^ ]'

1

of the churoh in that city in the T6® ^ ^ 0

tradition, was a native of Antioch, to ^  oauJ05, l’ 
add the historical fact that Théophile® °  ̂p, FL <fJ:

was for this Theophilus (some years 01< 'J  
made bishop that Luke wrote his m ® 
philus was a Pagan, well edncated a° 9 
tastes, who, towards middle age, becaiu pd D ¿j- 
Christianity. After the Christian Chur®. 0 r® J  
firmly established (in the second centnL^g 
made that all new converts were to r® J 
tion in the Christian religion for a car 9ll0 ft?
the end of which they were baptised fl°b0t0'-¡¡î j 
join in the services with the other a,e^  $ e x Jr 
probationers were called catechumens, a  ̂ jjy 9 
tion they received—which was oral, aD
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W beeWefv was called “  catechising.” Theophilus 
w°f(j "j n ''Croagh this preparatory coarse ; for the 

»• . 8 deface, whioh is translated “ in- 
iievidpnV J? 'n ^ 0  Greek “ catechised.” Hence, it 
¡n apoSf . neither Luke nor his Theophilns lived 
the miŝ i10 ^mes : tbeir place in history was about 

C i r l6,o£ second century.
Gospeig r 3 if 8â 8 ^hat “  many ” had already written 
Write aS whi°h he himself was about to
¡Ben conn8rf 9aeBtion arises, Why should oertain 
idea of 0.0. d w^h Christian churches conceive the 
ally 3q gritlnK out a new Gospel—and should actu- 
think, be d i^00 answor to this query cannot, I 
tire G0?q i°q . q1. There was in existence a primi- 
^russi ’ w/*tten somo time after the destruction 
?Arliesf, To611- u D' ^d)» which had emanated from the 
^Arenas 9 aiastJan church—“ the sect of the
ctorchp8 S>, , was in nse in all the Christian 

two ’s °th Jewish and Gentile, daring (say) the 
tbre® iJenoff4808 °t the first century and the first 
t'ooe f 63 the second century. But by the 
“Ad arrived0ltof  ̂ decade of the last-named century 
aPoeryp{jai ’ ttiero had sprung up a large number of 
u ^oiorif Writ>ngs, one effect of which was that 

fi Christians of that period did not 
■106 when . aey ought to believe. This was the 
¡^Qrmecl r  ^0VT Gospel, containing what the best- 
0t'°al bsp r!stjaas of that period considered his-

necessary, and, as Luke 
atia win Christian teachers had written one.

that <fUQ£i £or.these new Gospsls having been 
j the no aoeor<3ing to ” the new compilers, so 
°Qbtediv 3 ? 9 Matthew, Mark, Lake, etc., are un- 

.8,»»ly ju latorioal. The new Gospels contained 
8 ,e°tioQ8 {r„ V® the older Gospel, with such 
r 8 °bosp 880 aP°cryphal writings as the oom- 
eSAtded _ 0 the Gospel thus formed being
3  ootnciMlf y aa a revised edition of the old. v The 
. atb, ¡Vtati'hf ̂ °oa were the Gospels “ according to ” 
3 e others ̂  Wn ^ ar°£on’ •̂,n^e> John, and probably 
a'»«»it the« f these, the Gospel of Matthew, if 
kf^imitive t '!°  chaPters, was the nearest to 
QSt«> with 3 osP0l> whioh commenced, like that of 
if Pel of M Prea°bing of the Baptist. The

650 aewiv rC‘?a was a smaM one, like that of Mark. ae0f r, Wiy writfcfin --------- ---------toV1 Cantiln n i “  Gospels were compiled for the 
a hriatians who believed their Savior

swish Christians, who 
Ĵ ced all tihft31 ? ereJy as a prophet like Moses, 

O 00*“ 8 Dn J atj^ ,aP00r.yPhal stories.
attentjQ0W £i£i0 P°mt to whioh I wished to

fe» a divin . u i iana wtl0 believed their Savior 
teje^6d JeSu°g 001nS; the Jewish Christians, who

0taw
A i*fr that Mo* . aPPears to be an undoubted faot, 
W8,1̂ 8 OumbpnIQri formed his Gospel by outting out 
By3  °r that r > °* Para8raphs from the Gospel of 
All “®r of ne ae made up his Gospel by adding a 
the °r̂ °dox crifaraSraPh8 to the Gospel of Marcion. 
Mil p8,00- Lsn,,;108 matntain that the former was 

8ee point for the present,
Cht: 8 beresiaru18 ^Qown of Marcion*kl8tian 081amh a d . u n _ i 5m ™

we

Hlcl> ,  a unf • D> UO—150) was a Gentile 
And Placa hia f °£ Sinope in Asia Minor, of 
te“chi8t*nShishpd i 0r waa bishop. He was an able 
Ui3 dQrT a man „0adf r> and an earnest and powerful
¡¡¡*

*0 h8’, ^Ater o^fu.^Kypt, Syria, and many other

. teâ'J(J.ri06 eur °£i 8̂ rong individuality like Paul. 
PlACe;  rin 8adrirapidly, and soon he had pro-

thp on.tiv.„^« yPc.’ Hy“ a> ana many 
Ifiti C o u n t l bat 1

^*0t a„ the o r /^ 0’ t°nnd it necessary, in the

Qjj |-i «J r u) Ajjiiaij ituu uiuuj uajuajjl
8|JlPsrn Jtocuan’ 0 .aroionites became so numerous *Btr- n„. . eamii-o tv.^t <■>.„ « _<- m ,« . ! . ; . »Connf.D î?1̂ *16 that the first Christian 

in^ 8.» • UU 6  r j i ' f  k  *i u o w o o o w i j ,

With8̂ s t  them il0(̂ ox Christians, to publish an
eti0 .^sarq tQ .-u

l the AaQght thnf 0'opmions held by Marcion, that 
N to  J Testae 00 8°d of the Jews, as portrayed 
¿ « V m • « &  ' »l">»Beable. »njast, in- 
hV0Map?£ ĥe pi. -̂ human passions; while
v ls8 ft ann J ,8tlans—who had sent Jesu3 to
J 80 a0d'k11 ĥe pr u 0m believed to be a different 
h!3’4 Hot nefleent re^  deity—was good and holy, 

^Ooeive’ fauQd devoid of passion. Maroion 
s,; peiog , at an almighty, all-wise, and 

t0>  a deil0QJd allow evil to enter the world, 
t0tnpt ain ,.oald oreate a Devil and permit 

anktnd, or that any deity after

performing various actions should repent of doing 
so.

Maroion denied that any of the so-called “  prophe- 
oies ” of the Old Testament whioh were cited by 
Judaising teachers, or were found in some of the 
Christian writings then in existence, applied in any 
way to Jesus Christ—and he would have none of 
them in his Gospel. As to Jesus himself, Marcion 
held that that personage was not of human sub
stance at a ll; that his body, though visible, was 
not composed of flesh and blood, but was a mere 
semblance of such, being in faot a kind of phantom. 
That heretic further held that Jesus was not born of 
a woman like other human beings, as related in some 
of the stories in circulation in his time, but that he 
came straight down from heaven in a man-like form. 
The divine nature, he considered, would be degraded 
by being born of a woman—and no sueh story should 
And a place in his Gospel. Marcion was one of those 
who might be called a Pauline Christian, and though 
he would not admit anything like a Virgin birth, he 
followed Paul in regarding Jesus as divine.

Besides his Gospel, Marcion received ten of Paul’s 
Epistles, whioh he formed into another book that he 
called the “ Apostolicon.” Those whioh he rejected 
as not written by Paul, are rejected by rational critics 
for the same reason now. These are: 1 Timothy, 
2 Timothy, Titus, and Hebrews—the last being also 
rejected in the early centuries as too Jewish.

Origan tells us that Marcion, in his Apostolioon, 
had omitted the last two chapters of the Epistle 
to the Romans. Now, there is evidence to show 
that these two chapters were wanting in many 
ancient MSS., and that the last three verses (Rom. 
xvi. 25—27) were placed at the end of chapter xiv.— 
a fact which is noted in the English Revised Version. 
Moreover, one of the two chapters rejected by Marcion 
(Rom. xvi.) could not have been written by Paul; for 
in it the writer sends salutations to no less than 
twenty-six persons by name. The latter, according 
to the Epistle, were then living in Rome, and Paul 
is represented as knowing them intimately. But from 
Rom. i. 18 and 15, we find that that self-oonstituted 
apostle had never been to Rome up to that time, and 
could not therefore be acquainted with all the persons 
named. Marcion, then, showed a wise discretion in 
rejecting the last two chapters of the Epistle to the 
Romans. Having been brought up in the Christian 
religion, and his father being a believer before him, 
Marcion would probably know what additions had 
been made to the Pauline Epistles during the last 
thirty or forty years—and the same reason holds 
good with regard to the appearanoe of new apocryphal 
writings, whioh he also rejected.

Maroion did not, however, himself exoogitate all 
the new doctrines he taught; nor did he give up 
the orthodox religion in which he had been brought 
up until he had listened for a considerable time to 
the teaching of a well-known heretio named Cerdo. 
Upon this subjeot Irencons says (Her. i. 27):—

“ Cerdo was one who took his system of religion from 
the followers of Simon Magus, and came to live in Rome 
in the time of Bishop Hyginus, who held the ninth place
in the episcopal succession from the apostles.......Marcion
of Pontus succeeded him, and developed his doctrine.”

Irecoeus also speaks of a meeting between the ortho
dox Palyoarp, Bishop of Smyrna and the heretio 
Maroion, on the occasion of the former’s visit to 
Rome. He says :—

“ And Polycarp himself replied to Marcion, who met 
him on one occasion in Romo, and said, 1 Dost thou know 
me ? ’ ‘ I do know thee,’ replied Polycarp, ‘ thou art the 
first-born of Satan.’ ”

Another orthodox writer, Justin, who wrote in AD. 
150, says (1 Apol. 26)

“ And there is Marcion, a man of Pontus, who is now 
living and teaching his disciples to believe in some other 
god greater than the Creator. And he by the aid of 
demons has caused many of evory nation to speak blas
phemies.”

It will be seen that the same kindliness of feeling, 
the same brotherly love, animated the members of 
the different sects of Christians in the second century
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as at the present day. What a blessing, truly, is 
religion.

I must leave the Gospel of Mareion and that of 
Luke to the next paper. Abracadabra.

The Kaiser in Heaven.—II.

T he R einstatem ent  of St, P e t e r .
T he next day the Kaiser went to inspect the new arrivals in 
heaven from the ranks of the German Army. It was cer 
tainly rather odd that the Kaiser’s Great Ally should intern 
German soldiers, for it might seem to those who had not 
faith enough to believe what the Kaiser said, that the Great 
Ally was only neutral after all. This would have to be 
looked into. Yet it was obviously the Kaiser’s duty to see 
that the Great Ally treated his Germans well.

There had been so many arrivals from the German Army 
that the authorities in heaven had had to erect a large 
temporary building for their accommodation, near the gate 
of heaven. Here they were fairly happy on the whole; 
they soon developed a liking for ambrosia, and most of them 
grew to prefer it to earthly drinks. There was one excep
tion : a certain Bavarian was very homesick and declared 
that ambrosia was not to be compared with Münchener. 
But, as a rule, the Germans were fairly quiet, except when 
they were actually eating, and often held religious services 
when they had quite finished drinking.

As the Kaiser came along, he passed the gate and saw St. 
Peter back again in his old place. “ You see that I ’ve made 
them understand who you are, your Majesty,” said St. Peter 
with an obeisance; “ and, of course, they had to let me 
return here after that! ”

“ Ah, yes; ” said the Kaiser in a satisfied sort of way. 
“ By the way, there are just one or two things I  wanted to 
ask you about.”

“ Certainly,” said St. Peter; “ it is rather a slack time 
during this luncheon hour. People don’t usually kill each 
other during mealtimes. Sit down, won’t you ? ”

“ Well, what did you mean by saying that that wink was 
stage-managed ? ” said the Kaiser.

“ H’m, you see,” said St. Peter, looking round him and 
lowering his voice, “ we have had to reconstitute heaven 
within the last few thousand years, It really wouldn’t do 
at all to let the Almighty have too much power. Look at 
the awful barbarities that used to be practised in Old Testa
ment times. Still, there are a very large number of unedu
cated angels in heaven, and we should lose our influence 
over them if they began to doubt God’s omnipotence. So 
we have to manage things in the way you saw, and prevent 
our newspapers from saying too much. Our newspapers are 
a very good institution now that we have a strict press 
censorship. It wouldn’t do to let the angels know too much. 
It was very hard to find editors for them, but we did it at
last. They were........”  and St. Peter checked himself
hurriedly, for he was on the point of revealing a heavenly 
secret.

“ But that remark about victory being foreordained for 
the victor,”  said the Kaiser in a puzzled way, “ it told 
me nothing that I didn’t know before—rather less, in 
fact 1 ”

“ Oh 1 that’s another thing we got from you and the 
British,” said St. Peter. “ God always makes sure of the 
truth of any solemn statement of his by taking care that it 
is an identical proposition. You remember that Moses was 
told by God to reply to people who asked what was the 
name of whoever sent him, that it was ‘ I am that I am.’ 
And, of course, the most sacred beliefs of English politicians 
are identities: five pounds are five pounds, men are men, 
women are women, and so on. All the Briton’s practical 
ethics are dominated by such beliefs as business is business, 
and that boys will be boys; his intellectual ambitions are to 
know what’s what; and even the language of many is 
governed by the principle that a spade must always be 
called a spado. In fact, identity justifieth all things. You 
will remember, too, that good and polite German sailors 
always excused themselves for torpedoing a cargo-steamer by 
saying that war is war. And the Roman Catholic Church, 
tco, is founded on identical propositions.......”

St. Peter broke off in some confusion. Evidently some 
unpleasant memory came into his mind. Just then there 
sounded a discordant chuckle from behind them, and the 
Kaiser, looking round, saw a short, stout, bowlegged figure, 
with a dark beard, brows close together, a prominent nose, 
and a bald head. In spite of all this, it gave a strong 
impression of gracefulness.

The Kaiser looked towards St. Peter as though expocting 
St. Peter to present this person to him, but tho dark- 
bearded man broke in : “ Never mind him, he won’t speak to 
me ; you remember our quarrel ? I spoke of it in my Epistle

to the Galatians. I ’m Paul of Tarsus, 
about the Roman Catholic Church. Ha, ha

I heard yon , 
Peter new

let the cat out of tho bag ; but, of course, he
rather delicate subject. Well, I ’ll tell you about w-  ̂ ¡,

desPi;i

St. raul rubbed his hands in glee, then began aJve<] 
arrange his discourse in proper logical order, ho
that, for he was a philosopher. He professed w . 
philosophy and science, but nowadays cultivated C® “ 
have proved that he was a philosopher “ in the best8 ,fl 
tho word.” Besides, he was going to have a sly mg . ¡,; 
at St. Peter. Even philosophers aro human. At 
began :— fej |o

“ One day, Christ told the disciples that Satan wa 
have the whole twelve—that was in the days before 
get one of them—that he might sift them as wheali', fair- 
said Christ to Peter, 11 have prayed for thee, that t f ^  
fail not.’ At least, that’s what Luke says in the An
Version—Matthew, Mark, and John did not say a Jy fair 
about that. But all four evangelists put in, with v k ¡| 
agreement to one another, what Christ said on tho °Pjy|o 
This is Luke’s account. Peter said: ‘ Lord, I a®1 ¡¡eP
go with thee both into prison and to death.’ Christ
11 tell thee, Peter, the cock shall not crow...... ’ ’ p ¡ep

St. Paul broke off. The blood had rushed to St 
face, and he wore an expression of such acute mlS ^ 3  
the Kaiser’s heart was touched. After what w , gl 
about the Kaiser’s heart when he heard of the ¡ ¡̂i 
Louvain, this cannot surprise us; what is really 8urP 
that the Kaiser was galvanised into a sort of tact. ^ yo« 

“ Well,” he said to St. Paul, “ there are very tê  rjgbt!j 
whoso pasts will bear looking into. Though you a 
honored by our Luthoran Church, especially for y° j bo* 
able precepts on the behavior of women, we ca
remember that.......”  Paul, I“1!!

“ I know what you are going to say,” said » c' agpir8'' 
unabashed; but I have never tried to hide that an
be the chief of the Apostles i ,

This irritated St. Peter beyond endurance an
out :—

It is mere jealousy on Paul’s part. He cani

tot*

idea that I was made tne head of the Church, win fs'1
be content with the good word of Protestants, t;
that he never made any secret of his past—80® .g ¡jerw 
seemed to be proud of it—is no credit to him,' 1 . bet-ln a w a y , i^ >

wasbecause he has no sense of shame, 
known than I am, because I wrote so little ■ a9u,-,
busy—and he wrote such a lot. When I ha0, ¡¡e tejj 
mention him, I spoke of him with affection ; 
good care to tell people what, quite unjustifiablyin
about me. I call it. ,ferre'

“ One moment,” interrupted St. Paul; " Y011 
your being made the head of the Church. Have y f ^  
realised that Christ was only making a pun °n 
‘ Cephas,’ when, as you think, he gave you this apP ^ P 
Mark, Luke, and John naturally did not like t° poon®g, 
pun. It was not a very dignified thing to do, * gee to 
It was only Matthew who recorded i t ; he com0 eVeii 
such things are better left uumentioned, an ■airsimple-minded Mark saw that.” .qj bar°

Then St. Paul returned to his argument W

I had got as far as Christ’s prayer for L  0°, 
'OiUi*t.inn nf rlaniol -cefi can vw w

pause : , foii<3
his prediction of Peter’s denial. Now, we can 
that this denial was a 1 failure of faith ’—neitu ¡¡eb0. ,|
Peter had any doubt of that. Nor surely 0 bfl, of Vj 
doubt that Christ had knowledge of what was lût 'he never prayed in vain. Hence, wo m ust 
Christ really prayed that Peter’s 
except when it should happen to do so. — ep. 
prayed in general terms like that unless he 0 ^  ># [¡; 
particular case where Peter’s faith was to 
future, by mentioning it. Now, he didn 
mentioned anyone out of the many cases 0 c;«, ■■■
happened after that. There are many caS®3’,
Besides the denial, there is that story about u.
vadis } ’ ”  a St'

‘ That is an apochryphal story !” snapP ¡¡j#1
sulkily. „

Very well, then,” said St. Paul, promptly^^d c» otjr n o ii) uudu) ouiu  uvi x uuij
other little matter which I mentioned in the 
of my jEpistle to the Galatians.” pgte*
reply fofo f,?r„ au Estant, but St. gi. -p

*wrt - ““ ' *¿0* sssnsi zsz&siray°r'oi]
V-Church at tho beginning, is Christ’s PtaY !Lt 

Church was logically forced to believe w» cleaf ‘ fo # 
Farther, tho Vatican Council of 1870 made 1 . ^  V 
See of St. Peter was always known by êar%pe „tin* 
freo from all error, so that there is no , ag tb6 Lio'  ̂
deduction that the See always implied that, B 
that Peter’s faith did not fail after a certam ,g pf°P 
oannot be deduced from the above identity. 1
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"« assumed Ebofore the Church deduced it from itsSwaptions."'
^Two Gorm an soldiers came out of their temporary 

f̂ cks and, in German, asked St. Peter for some eggs for 
Purposes. St. Peter shook his head; “ I do not 

18 G erm an," he said. One of the soldiers tried to make 
 ̂ Meaning plain in a neutral language. _ He flapped his 
Si Di! and down and crowed, “ Ki-ka-ri-ki! ”

K,;' Peter’a rage boiled over. Before St. Paul or the 
C0UM iutorfere, he opened the gate of heaven and 

“ tne soldier out into infinite space. P.

ience
hop.

M id  Drops.

»'•“ce a ° ^ a*1 Rear-Admiral Fleet displays more intelli- 
alreadv* a searaan than as a speaker—although he may be 
Vthfo the retired list. The other day he told a 
but“! t 0 auaiet>co that “ the present War might be attri-L_ u Onr r.r.4.:.- i • -—~ * theSr  sins was theour national sins, and one or t a;ng that, we

disregard of Sunday.’ A t  -Rear-Admiral Fleet : 8 no doubt that many will hope that 1 gc pro-
J S  on the retired list-unless they happen

'till

Hat
ot

^dh\hfnaPai;iu,s ?£ religion concerning 
s Won't no * ' troops in the British Army.

»Gat n. u •
»ill not tblng religion is 1 Catholics and High Churchmen 
Pork, p rooat on Fridays, and Jewish people do not eat 
best the vapurioo --------------- .............................

Hot eau beef
diet are seen 

Some
and have to have mutton. Others

f S  reqmreai ° u* moafc at an. Then, 
i. ,ls Bafn 0 bavo their meat killed

eat m ii ’ auu nave to nave mutton, ucuers 
3are  ̂ on’ an<a must have goat's flesh. Others

*° din,
at all. Then, 

u nave their meat 
-ay, however, th 

With the prophet Ezekiel.
8!»fe to

again, different
___ in certain ways.

say> however, that few would have cared

c r i  w o and a half years ago the Rev. F. ^osforac-
atNewcastle-on-Tyne, prophesied m__^ __„ :„„i

■̂Kio'n1-116-  £ba£ there w  l'" "

*Pe&kky tW°

,e'iii!lr~“0f. lhat there was going"’to be a great revival of
H  wota8ED8land' We are liaPPy to bo able to reca 1 bis

oUt1rik.now it is coming, before many months are gone, and 
Is tS W’U bo 80 £ul1 o£ fiah that they wlU burst‘

months have come and gone since that confi- 
«ation 8a.lctiou was made, and there is not the least inch- 
be J „ that the revival is at hand. Indeed, it seems to 
'»snuV T\ deal farther off now than it was then. Conso- 

1 *■ Meyer has his place among the false prophets.

> 4 ! *!lTi!‘tian World for April 29 records another opti- 
in*.. I--* - _  'ht,

»6,
H i  ___ ^  M 1uw »u, xxe loresees unat,
/  sh'&V“  tWenty years, his church will be crowded out. 
H i  ; believe,” he exclaims, “  that the Gospel oflrHrinai«~n. .

OGGIH® UiUUUlltJC
-i '•'"pnecy indulged in, this time by ®r,' ? ° r8 ¡n our
H  ¿ a  extravagant and irresponsible P tbia War
»s shall v.y' According to this man of G , a that,

have the millennium forthwith. He foresees twenty ’

one 
in our

____ .— p, women'«to tv;° mtrinsically less attractive to a while,”
omcmatograph.” H e believes that, bQok| whon 

wiU return to the Bible as to a “ e” enturies ago 
Hgtift1'? them once more as it did a present the

is dead, but it shall bo revived, at pro

h V ^ d o are spiritually blind; jast now the

l a  CJ v  ---- l u m u u  , OiU jJ iO U D U IJ LL1U
\Vcl ?Q the “̂ psed by the cinematograph, but that
4.1  ̂ Id ~ 1 rOOplQ Q Hr, __11__ L1!„ 1 . • A 11

led, 
don 
the
bu , 
for

HH aH t t>r. ProsPect is ahead, not behind. We
bas ovortiu 0n .*a doomed to the same disappoint- 

, en his dear brother, Dr. Meyer.

S S h S * ? -  !■»* «~wm E ; « r Ph"o™;
,, ®uch ;n dominate the whole life, as it did 

pr, bat the yy, be Prophecy, and it is on such .
; 8t. 's Ronn ^°d subsist. Their day of pompteli . Bonn f u suosl8ti' -rneir uay oi pomp

evs th'a§ that tlv •6VQr ’ bu£ £b8y delude their followers

ls' of5? c°arse,
W n6",Prospect °nly natural that Dr. Horton should 

p avo r 8 Christianity as rosy as possible. 
bH  Ch •eachers  ̂ tnnch of this kind of prophesy 

.̂ s f c iab i t v alwaya pointing to what a great 
•a* H^Hoeea arm*.'aud b° what a great power it will 
h ¡!ay aheâ i d Purity is always a long way behind 
H i!| so « as aUvavn khis kind of talk is not only 8oinS
4lfr H 6 H y  yarn * UOn S°'nS on> more or less. And it 
w H  i3aa not j,6 •0 P'ay- The past is forgotten, and 

%  '»Hi thQ rriyed' And so the game is to divert 
” sb or . d'seoncorting present by oroating a 

hi)] 6 Ing upon a very doubtful future.

the • =
ll> H  ant? ̂ d^00 baseball revivalist, is anxious to 

•mcohol campaign, and says he wishes

“  to take a whack at the booze devil.” Is Billy tired of 
dodging the Bible Devil ?

The threatened invasion of England by Billy Sunday, 
brings to our mind the great sensation caused by Moody 
and Sankey some forty years ago. Sankey’s songs were 
the attraction, but Moody was a genial mountebank. In 
one of his sermons he likened heaven to a bank, and God 
to a banker, who bullied men for drawing a penny when they 
might have a pound. Even Billy Sunday could hardly beat 
that record.

Billy Sunday’s pet aversion in England seems to be 
the Unitarians. He says that he is coming to England 
“ to give the Unitarians the Devil.” Billy had better take a 
return ticket for Mr. Satan, for the Unitarians may not ap
preciate the gift.

“ Prince of Wales as a Boy ” was a headline in the Daily 
Graphic. We are glad to hear it, for the halfpenny papers 
represent him as a demigod.

An East Ham laborer cut his throat because he misread 
the word “  furunculosis ”—the medical term for a boil—as 
tuberculosis, the term for consumption. The coroner de
scribed the death as a “ tragedy of misunderstanding.” 
How many tragedies of misunderstanding have been caused 
by the misuse of theological terms ?

One of the recruits of the famous Black Watch regiment 
is a parson. The great majority of clergymen prefer to 
remain in the Black Army.

The reverend editor of a parish magazine boasts that he is 
11 sending thirty copies to soldiers at the Front every month,” 
and, naturally, asks for financial aid in the great enterprise. 
Thirty copies divided amongst the 750,000 British troops in 
France will not set the Seine alight.

In his own particular line he is simply unapproachable— 
the Bishop of London, we mean. According to the Daily 
Mail report, this episcopal Solomon said the other day that 
while at the Front—not, of course, the very Front—he was 
told by “ general after general ” that “ If we could keep 
down the enemy’s fire it would reduce the mortality of our 
young men immensely.” Now, at last, the secret is out ; 
although we marvel at our generals giving away such 
valuable information. If the Germans would not shoot, 
there would be fewer of our men killed. And from that we 
may infer that if our men would not shoot, there would be 
fewer Germans killed. The Bishop has made the situation 
quite clear, and we feel that an intelligence of so high an 
order richly deserves its ¿610,000 a year and two palaces.

Bibles are certainly not having it all their own way in 
this War. Perhaps it is an evidence of the secularising 
spirit of the age, but instead of the invariable Bible that 
stoppod the bullet taking a soldier’s life, it is now notebooks, 
buttons, and other mundane accessories. The last to hand 
is the ease of Sergeant Reed, of the Royal Field Artillery. 
His life was saved by a tobacco-tin intercepting the bullet. 
It did just as well as a Bible, and the sergeant seems just 
as thankful. But it does not attract much attention in tho 
pulpit or in the religious press. That is the only difference.

That pious, Liberal newspaper, the Westminster Gazette, 
which omitted all reference to the Bowman Case, recently 
devoted the choicest position in the middle pages of the paper 
to an account of tho oponing of a Young Men's Christian 
Association reoreation hut in tho Euston-road.

“ There is no book like the Biblo that gives the answer to 
the events of to-day,” says the Rev. Alfred Waller, of West- 
cliff-on-Sea. Has he been comparing the Old Testament 
war-horrors with the accounts of German “ frightfulness” ?

The Bishop of Birmingham has been boasting that he has 
a son in the fighting lines in France. This recalls Mark 
Twain's story of an application for a pension from tho 
United States Government on tho ground that the petitioner 
had sacrificed a brother, two uncles, and throe nephews in 
the Civil War. ____

Fearfully and wonderfully made is tho clerical mind. 
Canon Macnutt was asked the other day, “ How do you 
manage, in view of all that is taking place, to maintain 
your faith in God” ? Without the least hesitation he re-
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plied, “ Never in my lifetime have I watched anything 
that has confirmed it more.” From a discourse he delivered 
in Southwark Cathedral, we legitimately infer that the 
reverend gentleman regards the War as a Divine judgment 
upon the countries concerned for their lack of loyalty to “ the 
revelation of God in Christ.” He declared that most certainly 
Christ is not king in Germany, and he was almost equally 
convinced that Christ is not king even in England. And to 
punish these nations for their rejection of Christ’s rule, God 
ordained or permitted this calamitous War, as if by slaying 
so many millions of brave men he would redeem the remnant 
that escaped. Such a theory of the War represents God as 
a heartless friend, and is in the highest degree contemptible. 
Canon Macnutt is a servant of whom a God of love would 
have every reason to feel profoundly ashamed. More
over, it _ might occur to the Canon that if the state of 
Europe is what it is because the people are not sufficiently 
influenced by Christianity, that in itself is a monumental 
proof of how complete its failure has been, and is. And 
when a religion with so long a history, and with such 
unexampled opportunities for making its influence felt, is 
driven to confess that people do not heed its teachings, 
the only sane conclusion is that the sooner we put it on 
one side and try something else the better.

To remind people that there is still an overruling Provi
dence, an earthquake took place at Potenza, Italy, recently. 
The journalists, fully occupied with the War records, in 
which 21,000,000 Christians are trying to kill one another, 
dismissed the earthquake in five lines of small type.

Lord Kitchener says that Germany has stooped to acts 
which would “ vie for barbarous savagery with the behavior 
of Dervishes in the Sudan.” Curiously, many of the German 
acts of cruelty may be paralleled in the earlier books of the 
Bible.

Some of the students at the universities are insistent that 
Alien professors should be withdrawn from the teaching 
staffs. This is interesting, for those students may recollect 
that the Bible is an Alien book.

“  After the War,” declares a well-known clergyman, “ we 
shall find time for the ornaments and graces of life.” 
Presumably, some of the ornaments are in the Chufches.

The Church Times suggests that as “ human intervention 
appears to be impossible ” on behalf of our men who are 
prisoners in the hands of the Germans, we had better 
“  implore the All-merciful God to show His pity to all pri
soners and captives.” We should have thought it more 
sensible to have prayed that they might not be captured. 
That would, so to speak, have ended the trouble before it 
began. But if the Lord cannot, or will not, prevent the 
Germans taking our men prisoners, we hardly see what he 
is likely to do afterwards.

Scotsmen are said to require a surgical operation before 
they can see a joke. There are exceptions, for a humorous 
Highlander, writing from the Front to a daily paper, said the 
“ only damage done by the German guns was when they 
broke the Sabbath.”

Under Mr. Foote’s leadership of the Freethought Party the 
press boycott is breaking down, and, curiously, it is the best 
papers who are setting the fashion. The Times and the 
Daily Telegraph gave lengthy notices of the Bowman Case, 
and a number of other papers shorter ones. The definitely 
Nonconformist periodicals, such as the Daily News and the 
Westminster Gazette, said nothing. After all, it does not 
signify much what the Chadbands and Stiggins think.

“ Quite a number of supposedly orthodox ministers,” says 
the Rev. H. S. McClelland, “ have given up all belief in a 
literal acceptance of the Virgin birth stories, of the physical 
resurrection of Jesus, of his ascension (which, of course, 
must go with the belief in the physical resurrection), his 
power to work ‘ cosmic ’ miracles (which is equivalent to 
the denial of his power to work any miracles that set 
him apart from other men), his omniscience—in fact, of 
everything that distinguishes Jesus from the human nature 
which they declare he died to save.”  We quite believe that 
a large number of clergymen are in this state of mind as 
regards Christian doctrines, but Mr. McClelland does not 
appear to realise all that his statement involves. In sub
stance it is a charge of mental dishonesty against largo 
numbers of clergymen. They do not believe in these things; 
but, in spite of that, they go on preaching them, or if they

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- — • j[(
do not actually preach, they take payment for doing s0j . 
McClelland's statement is a very apt comment upon 
tellectual ethic current in the Christian Church.

Owing to a printer’s error, a provincial newspaper rec ^ 
stated that a wanted man was “ about 230 years of aSe: :̂ 
has dark brown hair.” Methuselah did not boast 0‘ 8 
threads among the gold so early as that.

( Ifl ^What pleasant humorists provincial editors are i ^  
Essex paper, recently, following the death notices, ^ 
appeared an advertisement, commencing, “ Insure ao 
fire.”

The clergy can always be trusted to talk unct«011̂  
the obvious, and Canon Swallow is no exception. j, ¡¡s 
to young lady pupils at a Snaresbrook (Essex) sc 0 ’̂  
said that “  when the War is ended, it will then fa*  ̂
of women to fill up the gaps which the slaughter 
will make.” It would be more to the purpose it to0 ((|1)|j 
could recall the wonderful Gospel days when a ras,a 
have two funerals.

“ We had a horrible accident with our portable 
service,” wrote a chaplain from the back of tu°
“  The cork came out and we lost it all.”

Now that so many prominent people are talking of
- . n . ctor

hibition, the clergy are preaching sermons on p  
Temperance.” It is a pity that a copy of 3iWe a 
cannot be sent to each of them.

Red Sea was divided for military purposes.
îjjg IK

Columns have been written in the press c°ncĈ ijo f  
career of Mrs. Mary Edmond, a Scottish lady 
recently at the age of 106. At that age some o 
patriarchs were piaying leapfrog.

The “ War Babies” are rapidly disappearing, a ’ 
there will be scarcely any left. In one commum}' ,(]g ft 
had been reported that two hundred unmarne caje- 
about to become mothers, it was discovered, o0oi .̂ 
investigation, that there was only one. No gc e j0t >° ( 
was ever indulged on any subject than °u 4 ’ ¿ligfl'Kj
always rush in where angels fear to tread. KdU ftau30 ¡ji» 
of the Church treating a question of such &
nothing but cruel sarcasm, and afterwards g10 ■> 
act. ____  fci

The Archbishop of Canterbury warns Pe0F^ar BfLjl 
thrown off their balance by the problem o B1'¡¡f 
Christians keep their balance whilst reading sfi1 
story of the Virgin Birth, so there is no need 1

My Books.

.till»
By Middleage.

A rERFCiiE waits in the pages s 
The hint of an old-time atmosp 
I feel as I used to feel the thrill  ̂
Divinely sweet in their pages do® •
But sad I turn to tho dear old l*o0gaine, 
Tho’ scene and story are still the1 . 0 
As read in those old-time quiet u ^ 
They’re visioned now in a .„gat0 ,,,<< 
Say, Bret Harte’s tale, or tho ^L aie '^:0 
Tom Brown at school, or Tom C ^¡je'l 
Or whose was tho wistful wixarCl 
Anon or Ibid or shy Incog ? 9d: 
Voices and forms in the books 1 . .
Tho dead do live and the living  ̂^ d , 
Alas for those lost, the long_s*no 
But a memory now and an imao

*

The ultimate lethal weapon for every t°tal 
ridicule.—H, G, Wells.

of*
0
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1 Greets
The business of the

-S inker” and of The Pioneer P r e s s , 
0t®erly of 2 Newoastle-st., has been transferred to 
^ Paeringdon  St r e e t , L o n d o n , E .C .

faji
To Correspondents.

PtevionJ ®of,ORARroii Fund, 1915.—Received from March 15 : 
hrmUs y a°knowledged, £36 14s. 7d. Received since :—
®ttWiptiQ2Ce~®°kert Btirton and Friends, Dundee, Quarterly
R 8s.
Khayvarî IA5:a'—The price of the variorum edition of Omar 

E, g „ ’ recently noted in these columns, is 10s. 6d. net.
ty. g ^ û 'ngs received, and very useful.
* * * £ ;■ ? ?  is hard to say how much any particular ad- 
fTtethini;er to maintain or extend the circulation of the
"*at thing i P ouhtless, all help more or less ; and perhaps the 
® War that k at We are alive and holding our own in spite of 
"vote, as v*18,3 ?rove  ̂ fa'al to so many publications. Mr. 

„ ,et? «I, ana see’ is Siting better, but he has been
Li.. ' C0Inplete recovery is a matter of time.Ui®iHS0N._ vtt J

sothat -WeriT"-B° manv" ” ,°uaPBCI you are making the discovery 
“hstiaii theormaae sooner °r later, namely, that between 

y f- We d0 ^  ,aiJ|t Christian practice there is a very wide 
p ° 4o not 01 know what pamphlets to recommend, as 
a “tally a , J  on what subject you require information, 

(i e'e Pages win v,Ce a*i ^e titles of pamphlets advertised in 
’ ®aov8,̂ _Q. 6 a sutflcient guide for the present.
^»ier brea y°u hod the Freethinker a “ sweet, fresh, sea 

g Ir°mke Thin-------
'‘n°*T4R.̂ .Tn, „ , “ “ “6 “
Pan ^  great*1 fo,r COD8ratulations. ___ _____________
»1. the pPn„.aiJera ’’—which is true enough, but it is only

__________ _ « owee». “y “tThis comes—if we may be a ow e_
’-eping a level head during a peculiarly trying
_ T W i~  ■ You say there are

-w m cm s true enough but it «on ly
'W tv*? 8eneral truth that there are few me ,C P ify to fi n k i n g  and with the courage to speak and tenacny

h o iot aa unpopular and-financially-unprofitable cause
have no intention, at least for the present^o  ̂

a special fund for advertising the _ advertising, 
’ Rurally, always in mind the desirabili y ,jie tirst 
1 u may depend upon it that we sha ity tV»n.f *>•- - * ■ ■

^»ttunity that presents itself. Farringdon-streel
Society, L imited, office is at -.k, uc*OTQ}

Bmtoab Society's office is at 02 Farnngdon-stree

Mth n* services of the National Seoular ®°®“ ^ ^ S a ica tion
Burial Services are required, all com 

W >  pressed to the secretary, Miss E. M. vait̂ iS a,n°'l’Ce 8,3 Possibleforthel9,POa8ible-
— '* . o  V.A addressedwr the Editor of the Freethinker shouiu

ltmg4on-street, London, E.C. „„don E.C
must reach 61 Farringdon-stree ,

’8ilSt)Bl P°a'1 Tuesday, or they will not he i 
^kiiT^v aena UB ----

inserted. ̂ x±\j v MO IUBOOCU.
\  Pasnoct! nf wsP&pera would enhance the favor
Rion l'ten>. °G3 whioh they wish us to call alter.Pin,
C ^ e Ä ^ h o u i a

V ,ï ewli
an/ he forwarded direot from the publishh 
3paid* A °* world, post free, at the follown 

•^Uue year, 10s. 6d .; half year, 5s. 3d.; thr

!e6 to
‘tmi^^paia !.

2s. 8d.

 ̂ A- — — nv/uiu oUUHiUUO OXItJ 1 HiVOr l
whioh they wish us to call attention.

be sent to the Shop Manager of tl 
1 arringdon-atrect, London, E.C., and not '

8<H

ci. Personal.
, 13 Ma bnt -— -♦—  

g^ible atfp01? wkat I said last week as to 
G°nferennilan00 at the National Seonlar 

Mlk mav 9' * ^ave made improvement in
1 '''ll k 0*1 makin more> bat it is impossible to 

‘ffipoagi  ̂ tae wl0b father to the thought. 
“Nld a°y deni •6’ 80 âr as I can see, for me to 
S  tvt’5Q a sQri? Q nntil ‘ be last moment. If I 
f 8,8 thn^ r 8̂̂  doing suoh a heavy
N  be3 e task v°nferenoe entails, I shall not 

etlt6 vQitlg to YUU 860 is a chapter of ifs 
C0aiaotert 6nd’ and 1 am sorry I oannot

G. W. Foote.

There is only a fortnight between the date of this paper 
and the N. S. S. Conference, and we hope to see a good 
muster of delegates present on that occasion. The meetings 
are to be held in the Queen’s (Minor) Hall, and the assembly 
should be worthy of the meeting-place. The morning and 
afternoon meetings will be restricted to members, but the 
evening meeting will be a public one. Admission to this 
will be quite free. A goodly list of speakers is being 
arranged, and Freethinkers would do well to induce a 
Christian friend or two to attend. We hope to announce 
the names of all the speakers next week. For the present 
this notice must suffice.

Visitors to the Conference who desire to be present at the 
luncheon on Whit Sunday, should write to the Secretary as 
early as possible. Only those luncheons ordered in advance 
will be provided. Miss Vance will also be pleased to do what 
she can to assist visitors from the provinces in obtaining 
suitable accommodation while in London, provided they 
write promptly stating their exact needs. It may be possible 
to arrange for a Whit Monday excursion for the delegates. 
An announcement on that head may be made at the morning 
meeting of the Conference.

Mr. Cohen has practically given up open-air speaking, but 
he will address two meetings in Victoria Park to-day 
(May 9). If the weather is favorable we have no doubt 
there will bo a good muster of Freethinkers to welcome him. 
His subjects are sure to be of topical interest.

Under the heading of “ A Broad-Minded Judge,” John 
Bull, for May 1, publishes the following :—

“ Mr. Justice Joyce has held that a legacy of £10,000 to 
the Secular Society, Limited, is not void on the ground of 
public policy, in the sense of being subversive of religion. 
Erudite lawyer as he is, his Lordship declined to define the 
legal meaning of the word 1 religion,’ and thinks it might 
properly be applied to a system of natural ethics. Wherefore 
is there re-Joyoeing in secularist camps ; and we hope the 
good news will cheer up Mr. Foote, the President of the 
parent society (N. S. S.), regarding whose health we have 
heard sad accounts lately. In these days the world can 
spare no honest teacher.”

Among the publications of the Secular Society, Limited, 
which Mr. George Cave, K.C., had before him in the Bowman 
case, and with which he intended to horrify the Court, was 
Mr. Foote’s Bible and Beer. Those of onr readers who have 
not already a copy of this pamphlet would do well to secure 
one; and, at the present moment, with so much talk of the 
evils of drinking, some very effective propagandist work 
might be accomplished by its circulation. To most Christians 
it would prove a veritable “  eye-opener,”  and to others it 
would be very useful. As the prioe of the pamphlet is only 
one penny, a very moderate outlay will enable our friends to 
put the pamphlet into the hands of new readers.

A verbatim report of the Bowman case was taken, but we 
have not yet decided whether we shall publish it in these 
columns or not. As the counsel for the Secular Society, Ltd., 
was not callod upon to reply, the report really consists of 
Mr. Cave’s speech, with the Judge’s comments; and in view 
of the very excellent summary published by the Daily Tele
graph, which we reproduced in our issue for April 25, there 
seems no special urgency for its publication. Meanwhile, 
our shop-manager reports that he has still a few copies left 
of the issue containing the Daily Telegraph report, and 
those who would like to secure an extra copy for future 
reference would do well to make application at once.

Obituary.
—  ♦------

I have to record the death, in his eighty-sixth year, of 
Wm. Hy. Hawkins, of Devonport. He was for many years 
an active worker of the Plymouth Branch of the N. S. S., 
and frequently took the chair at public Freethought lectures 
delivered by Mr. Bradlaugh, Mr. Foote, and others, in the 
last qnartor of tho nineteenth contury, and ho was always 
ready to uphold in friendly discussions tho principles that 
sustained him throughout the greator part of his life, right 
to the end. He was interred at tho Plymouth Cemetery on 
April 27, the present writer conducting a brief Secular 
Burial Service at the graveside at the request of the family.

— G. F. H. McCluskey.
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Missionary Converts.—III.

(Continued from p. 277.)
“  In order to understand these [Christian] dogmas, they 

[the Eskimo] had first to transpose them into their own key 
of thought, or, in other words, they had to make them more 
or less heathen before they could really grasp them at all. 
It is useless to imagine that a people can suddenly, at a word 
of command, begin to think in an entirely new manner. 
This transmutation has cost them much labor, and though 
they are still heathen at bottom, and believe in their old 
legends, yet the new doctrine has introduced confusion into 
their ideas.......

“ But if the Greenlanders nominally went over to Chris
tianity, they held, and still hold in a greater or less degree, 
to their old faith as well.”—F ridtjof N ansen, Eskimo Life 
(1894), pp. 301-9).

“ Just as in Home the priests of the new religion took the 
place of the priests of the old, so among the Eskimo the 
missionary under the new dispensation takes the place of 
of the ancient shaman of the old régime. When he speaks 
as a missionary, he speaks as the mouthpiece of God, exactly 
as the shaman was the mouthpiece of the spirits. The 
commands he issues at that time are the commands of God, 
as the commands of the shaman were not his own but those 
of the spirits which possessed him. And as in the old days 
the evilly disposed shamans were the most feared, similarly 
that one of all the missionaries known to me who is person
ally the most unpopular among his Eskimo congregation is 
also the one whose word is the most absolute law, and whom 
none would cross under any circumstances. ‘ For,’ think 
the Eskimo, ‘ being a bad man, he may pray to God to make 
us sick or do us some harm.’ ”—V ilhjalmur S tefansson, 
My Life with the Eskimo (1913), p. 413.

An Eskimo, a great admirer of white people—and 
some of them are not, says Stefansson, and with 
very good reason, as we shall see—remarked to 
Stefansson—

“ that some Eskimo foolishly maintained that white 
men were less intelligent than Eskimo were. But he 
said that he had a crushing reply to those who made 
this statement. He would say to them : ‘ Our wise 
men have taboos on food and drink, they have taboos 
on clothing and methods of travel, on words and 
thoughts ; but until the white man came, did we ever 
hear of Sunday ? Did the wisest of us ever think of 
the fact that a day might be taboo ?’ ”*

The Sunday taboo achieved a great success among 
the Eskimo ; its rigid and cast-iron observance would 
have gladdened the heart of the frostiest Scotch 
elder or of a let-us-shut-up-everything-on-Sunday 
Nonconformist ranter. “  Our first experience of the 
Sunday taboo,” says Stefansson, was at Shingle 
Point, on the way to Herschel Island to meet the 
whaling fleet, which on their yearly visit put into 
there for a day. Unfortunately, the morning after 
they reached Shingle Point and for several days after 
that, it blew a steady head-wind, and we were unable 
to proceed. Each day found the party worried and 
impatient to be off ; for the wind that was foul to 
them was fair to the whaling-ships, and would bring 
them in and take them past before the party could 
arrive.

At last, after their impatience had grown to a high 
pitch, they awoke early on a Sunday morning to find 
the required change of wind and everything propitious 
for travel. Says Stefansson :—

“  After our breakfast was over I said to our Eskimo 
that now we would start, but they replied that they 
could not do so unless someone started off first, in 
which caso we could follow. Considerably astonished, 
I asked them why that should be so. They replied it 
was Sunday, and a person who led off in Sabbath
breaking would receive punishment. Accordingly, they 
said, if anyone was found who was willing to start, 
they were willing to follow ; but they would not lead 
off, for then the sin would be on their heads, and they 
or their relatives would be punished. As many of the 
Eskimo boats were already boarded, I at first thought 
it would be a question of but a few moments until 
someone would start, for these people had all been 
heathen when I had lived with thorn the previous 
autumn, and I could not at once grasp the fact of the 
new sacredness of tho Sabbath, which had been a 
neglected institution half a year bofore. But it turned 
out that of all our impatient party no one darod to 
start.

* Vilhjalmur Stefansson, My Life with the Eskimo, p. 412.

“ The good wind blew all day, and there w6 
all of us eager to reach Herschel Island, and ea ^ 
unwilling to be the first to break tho divi  ̂
Toward sundown the situation was change0i *annedby*'arrival from the east of a whale-boat man
North-West Mounted Police, a party of whom ,Herscbel. , wtheir way from Fort McPherson to
We signalled them to come ashore, and they "  jj 
with us. Afterward, when they set sail, a* ,,° ^ |t? 
lowed them, for by landing and taking tea wit ^  
had joined themselves to our party, and k v? 
fore they and not we who broke the Sabbath v ... 
started off, with our boats close behind. By
we finally got off the fair wind had nearly spi 
and most of us had a good deal of trouble in 
Herschel Island by beating and rowing, wbm1'

If
detail ” (pp. 426-7). 

this was all the trouble fron*resulting
Sunday taboo, it might be regarded as an nn  ̂ rj0*j

$ bto.

accident; but as a matter of faot it had _v0I,j o f, 
consequences for the Eskimo besides this- 
perly understand the matter, it must be e K *H
At_J.1____ ___ l_•!___ i * .V:
spring, lasts about six weeks,beginning g6?01.-¡t'j 
first of May, when the north-easterly winds 
a lead, or channel, through the i00> 0 
between half a mile to five miles from 
This lead extends south-west along fV>fl

^  * si#

Bering Straits, forming a path of open
the 

watef
which the whales oome in the spring on
migration from the Pacific to the 
Whether the distance from the land to the 
the ice be half a mile or five miles, the 
must go to the outer edge with their 
whaling gear, and wait there for the - 
whales ; and, as there is no regularity inymoiioo , uuii, an uuciu io uvj icguiaa*1';  f/lf «* •
tion of the whales, they may be encamp0
at a time without 
Stefansson,—

seeing any ; “  and

“ all in one day, scores of whales may oom°nrta- ■ 
pass on to the eastward. This day of opp

aloïr :

¡ad?

po.oa uu ciu vuo oc.BUtYtuu, jluio
according to our modern way of thinking, a3 J 1' 
not to be a Sunday. When the Eskimo w* j  v\ 
God had forbidden work upon the Sabbath, 
the point of view that it does not profit a mi j  »• 
gain the whole world if he lose his own ¡̂¿f 
although the catching of whales was the °n® 
the world which all of them most desired, gri’l  
they agreed that the loss of one’s soul was 0 ((j 
price to pay for even a bow-head whale- AVjCb K  
they would commence on Saturday to Pal1 * 
boats from the ice and get everything rei 
Sabbath observance. Saturday evening th0J ao--. 
selves would abandon temporarily their b°a ij¡¡if!.; 
on the outer edge of the shore ice, to g° l#]; 
remain all day Sunday. It usually took t“10 ¡fl, 
Monday to get everything ready for wor afea - 
this manner they lost two days out of every _ 1U. 
a harvest season of only six weeks in the y0 ^  pc ; 
in vain that Dr. Marsh expostulated wit’ ^¡¡ji , 
and pointed out that not only were they gjS0 fs ;■ 
chance of getting whales but that they ^  
serious risk of losing their boats and wb»1̂  bio*.;: 
case a strong north-easter should bappen gHof '-f 
while they were ashore. This would carry ice.
belongings out to sea in the brcak-np °£ -J*
was sure to occur under a strong o£f-sb0r0 
can’t you see to it,’ they asked him, 1 
do not come on Sunday, and that a norm o0r f  
not blow too hard while we are away frOrt0nt3 °lt ■ 
God controls the winds and the fflOV0̂ lefl 
whales ; can’t you ask Him to have the p oi>r 
woekdays only, and can’t you ask Him*0* 
and gear safe?’ Dr. Marsh explained “^  ¡g 

is view, the Lord governe gg
of

according to his 
certain laws, with the operation
likely to interfere even in response 
prayers. Ho explained further in

to tbo „l0gt

way the subjective efficacy of pray0i> a° ôU 1®  ̂t-,'i 
prayed rightly and sincerely, a b a lm et 
upon their souls and make them 
men. But they did not want a balm '' fU  
change of wind, and they began * 0f m'35̂  
themselves that this was a fine sort 
have, who was unable to control th0 $ f
them in whaling. They reminded oBiy a 
their own medicine-men had been ^
control the comings and goings of -.¡¡ug *0 
even been able to make the whales wi

'Un
foia

that the whaling season at Port Barroffi J  ̂¡;;
trivi
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eäc&- 
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J.W also inquired from their countrymen in other 
“‘«nets, who reported that the missionaries whom they 

assured them that if they prayed to God in the 
P?ht «ay, He would do for them whatever they asked 
i r 0, That was the kind of missionary to have, and 

7 could not they, too, have such a missionary ? And 
'° ftey formulated charges, which were written down 
“y we scholars among them and forwarded to the 

of Home Missions of the Presbyterian Church, 
ltt New York, There were a good many counts in the 
natges, but the ones of the greatest importance to the 

K=u.mo mind were these: that Dr. Marsh encourages 
oath-breaking; that Dr. Marsh teaches that prayers 

V\0 ,oo avail; and that Dr. Marsh encourages im- 
I °denB} j  by taking ofi his coat in the Eskimo houses'PP- 91-92).

^r< Marsh—who appears to have been a.¡“̂ ■minded ----- - -ary— tnan, far above the ordinary mis-
un^° the mischief caused by the 

0i»t8 S Q o£ these -------
intfoj' ,tr*6̂  to
Points on?11 o£ these new beliefs, i 

Biohn ’ tlnder. the old religion it 
'r'vial tfjjeas’ famine, and death were oaused by such 
8̂ Wron^t-113 breaking of a marrow-bone with 

clothfn„ ^5 hammer, or the sewing of deer-

As Stefansson 
was believed

ii , -«u u u oij ui Ui-irj csowiug ui ucdi-
i, tillin« nf e£ore enough days had elapsed from 
. eatinR one last whale or walrus. To avoid

*8 these taboos meant prosperity and an

., vue most readily a° denr3t£ t ari-8ays Stefansson, “ that they kn them
damnation, it seems but W ^ Y y t h o  

U5t. n® maY be gained and the other a that
¡5 «k^anoe ol such simple prohibitions as
V \  Working on Sunday’’ (p- 89)._ ,, boxt
v'̂ arsh preached again and again fr .,UQw our Lnrs "

—— uio puino or view’ \0 w0nld do JUggeBted that possibly his exa p Eskimo 
S°od than his preaohing in showi g . „cordingly, 

tC ^ a y  might safely be treated. A tl But,’* 
on two oooasions upon ®"^etansson,-’Sfc

y atamP'e availed nothing except further to lose 
i°auy „ ‘ his standing in the community. I heard 

ht, most of which were to the effect that—w— .. W*. W wvy uuo uuau
LCtCal Waa willing to endanger his temporal and 
c°6w of 0iq ,are’ *hey nevertheless were not. They 
frw ̂  B®e anm°tu ^angerous it was to break taboos ; they 
dn nes aa. ‘ hat undoubtedly many of tho past mis- 
VJ  to the ^ ‘dents of their people were no doubt 
u °i0 thev ). taa“ *hey had broken the Sabbath taboo 
oter jU o m ftne\ ° f its existenc°. Now that they 
p. wose 0f ^  who took thought of his own interests 
Cornl̂ y hr m ° .00tnmuuity would break the taboo. 
tOh- evado *ursa aD̂  T had some charm by which we CSeut urn0 e20ct of our transgression, but the 
kjB lQ hreeuK  ̂, surely fall on someone. It has been 
itself*00̂  araQt1,,ll;,and wherever Christianity has long 
*te , Velonml t ®ahimo, that it has taken upon 
Jv Bhauge . nte such as those just indicated, which
$« h w"! mi««ionaL0E“r POan V ^ ’ a“d Whichto 1' v?a!i With*??*1*®8 are entirely powerless to check 
»atm bat certa-r‘ ^Iar8h at Point Barrow. Ho tried 
H h i  ̂ 'oded a'1?! doo.trines’ which to his mind wore 
4 man116 leaalt t] f^ l^ h  were certainly of local growth, 
ĥom Was n a*s own congregation judged him 

Jpp i-r, 6v PP°sed to the Kingdom of God and one
I '9°). ao'‘ desire to have as a missionary ”\  ̂ ° 9a0ll b,

“  for urging Dr. Marsh 
n hia deteated1'°h i, mii?ht have known he was 

Position For Dr. Marsh was removed 
PetitirL * A eth er in oonsequenoe of 

a£'on, v. £° r his removal, Stefansson had 
ost probably it was.

^  be continued.) W. Mann.

j 011 Mammalian Life.—III.

f c i f  J “Serlme i-/r °.m P' 284’]
m • Afri0;  i0 ’d ire c t  evidence that the 

iloa by has been linked with Eastern 
'  »leans of a land connection at

111,

different periods of the earth’s career. As already 
indieated, the primitive mammals of Southern Africa 
betrayed the closest affinities to those of the South 
Amerioan continent. This seems to warrant the 
assumption that these two now widely sundered 
land surfaoes were united during early Cainozoie 
times. At a subsequent period much of this land 
had disappeared beneath the waves, a few archi
pelagos alone remaining.

This is held to account for the fact that the ele
phant failed to reach South America, although it 
wandered into North America aoross a land-bridge 
which joined Europe with that continent. South 
America was at this period—about the middle part 
of the Cainozoio—out off, not merely from Africa, 
but from the neighboring New World continent as 
well. This helps to explain the fact that the mam
malian fauna of South America struok out an inde
pendent line of evolution. Its leading animal forms 
were the Edentates—a group of mammals destitute 
of front teeth.

The ant-eaters, sloths, and armadillos are typical 
representatives of the Edentate order. Many mar
supials, most of which have long since become ex
tinct outside Australia, were also characteristic 
features of the fauna of South America at this time. 
But the Edentates were the real rulers of life, and 
they prospered exceedingly, and developed various 
colossal forms. The sloths are members of this 
group, but the living animals are puny creatures, 
driven to seek shelter in trees. But the extinct 
representatives of the sloth family were much too 
massive for arboreal life, and were distinctly ter
restrial in habit. Megatherium, the Giant Ground 
Sloth, was elephantine in proportions. It dwelt 
in the Argentine plains and, doubtless, fed, as it 
is represented in the Natural History Museum as 
feeding, on the broken off branches of trees or, 
rather, on their foliage.

Another Edentate of this era was that immense 
armadillo, the Glyptodon, an animal which lived on 
until the appearance of man in the Western World. 
This strange and ugly creature carried an armored 
covering, similar to the shell of a turtle. Some 
of these monsters grew to a length of fifteen feet, 
and ware several times heavier than the most titanic 
living, or recently extinct, tortoises. More diminu
tive ground sloths were also protected by a bony 
armor. One of these, the Neomyiodon, lingered 
until after the advent of man. Parts of the skin, 
the skeletons, and even the excrement of these 
animals have been discovered in a Southern Pata
gonian cave. The Neomylodon’s bones show signs 
of having been fraotured by savages in search for 
marrow. It therefore seems plain that the Pata
gonian natives valued the animal as an article of 
food and, probably, hastened its end.

Various causes may have oonspired to eliminate 
these huge organisms from the South Amerioan 
fauna. In company with almost all animals that 
have risen to giant proportions, the great Edentates 
partly perished as a result of their having reaohed 
the limits of growth. Man was also, to a large 
extent, responsible for their extermination, while 
another important factor in their undoing must have 
been the ooming into being, during Middle Pliocene 
times, of a land-bridge which reunited Northern with 
Southern America. This restored connection enabled 
the hardier and fieroer carnivorous mammals to in
vade the southern territories.

The ilesh-eating jaguar now commenced to play 
havoc among the comparatively defenceless Eden
tates. The horse, also, entered into new possessions 
and oocupied large tracts of South America. Indeed, 
it developed a dietinot genus in its new home, the 
Onohippidium, so that these combined oauses may 
be held amply to aooount for the overthrow of the 
Edentate dynasty. The incoming jaguar has suc
ceeded in holding his own in tropioal Amerioa ever 
since, bnt with the horses, despite the fact that for a 
brief space they increased and multiplied, their growth 
was ultimately arrested, and they declined and died 
out. And this in defianoe of the circumstance that
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these animals easily accommodate themselves to the 
climatal conditions of the country, as the horses 
reintroduced by Europeans into South America have 
prospered so well that countless thousands of wild 
horses are now to be found there.

The Camelidæ afford a further instance of mam
malian evolution. The camel family, a ruminating 
group, embraces the Old World camels and the New 
World llamas and guanacos. These various organ
isms have arisen from a far more generalised type, 
alike in structure as in geographical distribution, 
and have become specialised in the course of their 
evolution. The development of the camel through 
the Tertiary and post-Tertiary periods has been 
nearly as fully traced as the ascent of the elephant 
or the horse. The camels—the camel and the drome
dary are now confined to Central Asia and Northern 
Africa, while the llamas inhabit South Amerioa. 
Fossils of these mammals are absent in the fore
going areas, save in very recent deposits. The 
Tertiary rocks of North Amerioa, however, have 
yielded a series of organic remains which are very 
obviously those of the immediate ancestors of this 
family, and they also serve to link up the camels 
with the primitive ungulates of early Eocene times. 
The most anoient member of this series, a probable 
ancestor of the camel, as well as of other ruminants, 
is Trigonolestes, a mammal, says Mr. W. D. Matthew, 
of the American Museum of Natural History,“ smaller 
than a cotton-tail rabbit.” This animal is from the 
Lower Eocene, while in the Upper Eocene appears 
the Protylopus, which is as big as a jack-rabbit, with 
molar teeth similar to those of modern camels. The 
succeeding deposits—the Oligocène—have given up 
the fossils of camel-like creatures as large as a 
gazelle, while the still more recent Miocene rooks 
reveal in the Procamelus a further approach towards 
living forms. The Pliocene camels, as was to be 
anticipated, are still nearer to contemporary camels, 
and at this period they spread to South Amerioa and 
the Old World. The gradual upheaval of new land 
masses, which had now occurred, furnished the 
animals with every opportunity for easy migration. 
During the following Pleistocene Period the camels 
became extinot in their birthplace, and only survived 
in the new homes in which they had settled. There 
are reasons for concluding that the earlier camels 
were deer-like animals, and that their adaptation 
to a desert life is comparatively recent. Those 
camels that are still with us have proved the viotors 
in life’s battle. But precisely as in the case of the 
elephants and other evolving mammals side-branches 
were thrown off from the main line of ascent. One 
of these organisms was the Miocene Alticamelus, a 
giraffe-like creature, although not related to them, as 
the giraffes were independently developed in the Old 
World at about the same period. The Quaternary 
deposits of Algeria and the more ancient Tertiary 
strata of the Siwalik Hills of India have alike yielded 
the fossil skeletons of large camels.

Although our knowledge of early man and his 
immediate ancestors is steadily increasing, the pedi
gree of the far off begetters of the monkey group 
still remains very imperfect. Yet, when we remember 
how recent those discoveries are whioh have made 
clear the lines of descent followed by the horses, 
elephants, camels, and other groups, we may confi
dently anticipate those palæontological revelations 
which the future is destined to disolose. So far, 
the expectations based on embryological researoh 
have in some measure been verified by the fossils 
unearthed from the rocks. As is well known, the 
study of the fœtal development of animal organisms 
rendered imperative the doctrine of recapitulation. 
According to this principle the embryological phases 
through which the unborn animal passes, repeat in 
general outline the successive transformations under
gone by that organism in the course of its historical 
evolution. This comprehensive hypothesis is power
fully supported by many remarkable phenomena. As 
Dr. Woodward states :—

“  There is no doubt, for example, that in the course 
of its individual development the homocercal tail of a

modern bony fish passes through the same 81' 
those successively exhibited by the majority ® 
fishes at the different geological epochs. 
evident that the family of deer (Cervid®) has 
acquired complex antlers in precisely thesam® . 
as every modern stag acquires them during 
of its individual life. Again, the 1 cloven bow j,: 
existing ruminant appears in the embryo with 
metapodial bones, like those of the adult ancestr*1# 
nants. It is also tolerably certain (though  ̂^  mi 
not yet provided absolute demonstration) that . ^ 
mentary teeth and hind limbs of the existing w ,, 
whales are inherited from functionally toothed 1 
pedal ancestors.” 0

It has been objected that the condition3 £ 
which the embryo develops preclude a c ¡̂fl 
understanding of the various changes throng  ̂¡« 
the organism has journeyed in the c°arf nisii) 
evolving career, and that the unborn org ¡¡¡; 
modified to meet the environment in whioh ® jji 
its pre-natal life. This is to some 
there can be no reasonable doubt that alto 
past history of the organism may be to s0IU 
blurred, its embryological development, noyê  
indicates in main outline th9 forms thro 
its ancestors have travelled as they evolve 0 -  
the ages from more generalised to more ep ^ es 
modes of being. The embryo, unquestio ^  tj 
hibits ancestral features, although thes 
and occasionally are, disguised by characto ^  
into existence by the special conditions'J? 
it reaches maturity. These are what yfif 
always recognised their importance,  ̂ ^  & 
ecenogenetic characters. In the nature O jjjJ 
it is often difficult to separate the c0°?Jjfgd ^  
adaptable features from those directly d ô0eg#j 
ancestors in terms of heredity, and, as ® Crenjaic i' 
various evolutionary problems as y ,„„„¡1
settled, and to the future disoovery of f° 
we must look for their ultimate solution.

So far as oan be at present inferred, tb . ¡¡¡cK 
-an order of mammals of small elzo w  ̂^  $ 

the widely Bpread moles and shrews, a 
desmans, now restricted to Russia, T d ^ V  
been adapted to feed upon insects an je  ̂
related to the ancestors of the lemurs, „ ^ 9#^ 
are the humblest members of the 
order which embraces, according _n a0d Ifi1,tlüüUiUAA-tfc» ĴJ|
races of man, the apes, monkeys, *enl_D 1,1r

/

The bats are now separated as a 
(Chiroptera). Of the ancestry of * , . fli9j 0 *
mals nothing is known. The Inse ij,a o°l( 
other hand, link themselves both 0 jasect jt, 
and to the lemurs. Several of the f°s jDg 1®? $̂ 
are far moro generalised than the l> (¡i
atives of this group, and it is extreme y j  ^   ̂
these organisms were the ancestors -gg -n 
mammalia and of the order which m f.
men.

In order of development the lernnrŝ PPĵ yji. f,
between the Insectivora and the ^ e i
lemurs, the Halb Alien, or half-ape® flj A‘r. 
are now confined to Madagascar, ar 0 t° 
the Orient, but their remains have 
only in the deposits of Europe, but ^ 0JJ) to ¿¡¡r. 
America. Like apes, monkeys, ana ]0lOai M 
utilise the fore foot as a hand. of
is opposable, and the general ana jn a 
resembles that of the monkeys, ^.JioIjsb>P 
tural features they display a rG'a 
developed groups, or have evolv! “r08t f  / 
to themselves. The lemurs are . 0 0 
are usually nooturnal in habit, eS jjf ffllJce'J  
oreatures stealing among the 1 api,0%jjyi 
their Latin name to their ghost ajjc» p 
have been the generators of nurner wT.i/ 
stitions in the Eastern World. g ’V J!

Although these animals aro { 0t 
general appearanoo than any 
mammals, thoro is not that K / U
to the human countenance wbi Jb® .L; ’r  
and monkeys invariably sngg®® ‘ apS'Lii0“' 
of the lemur is more fox-like t ’ “refldiiy 
mostly gentle oreatures, and are

4
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%e thn^8*8 ono° widely extended order
, ancestora of the true monkeys there can 

to the mn°k ’ ^ nd wben lints that bind them 
! f y? tave been traced, the pedigree of the 

. animals will have been carried from the
'otereetjQ8̂  and reRned of human stocks to the 
kfen jn P £emar> whose existence appears to have 

v J a7 J ePei}dent upon those Insectivores 
8d towards the lemurine form.

T. F. P a l m e r .

National Secular Society.

ANNUAL c o n f e r e n c e .
EEN 8 (Minor) H a l l , L angham P l a c e , 

L o n d o n ,  W .
Whit-Sunday, May 23, 1915.

Minutes nf , . A g e n d a .

Ex00QtiveVT  C0f 6rCnCU-
tecenf; nuua£ Report. By P r e sid en t ,

FinT  °£ ReP°r‘ -
E| aneial Report.

°£ President-

®*ection t G' Footo 1)0 re-elected President.”
(a) The f ‘Ce'Pre3identS.

^ e le c t io n 1.0™“ ?, are nom!nated by the Executive 
S ®o*man R ™ Bailey- W’ H- Baker, J- G. Bartram, 

Colling Victor Oharbonnel, C. Coheu,
o bsoa. W Dna!iGOmel ’ W’ Davey> F- A. Davies, J. G. 
J > t ,  T ' H. Elstob, R. G. Fathers, T
j oe&e Hina u ®raJ“go. J. Hammond, 
h '  J. T. ’r i h  Hard-Miss Kathleen

Green, North London, and

W. Heaford
a“ta< J. T V i ' rinra> Miss Kathleen B. Kough> W, 
s\.‘ R-McClnsbfi, ’ t̂ Ívt B' Moss, James McGlashen, 

k C p ^ ea£e’ R’ ^  Nichols, J. Partridge
S H '
C ft Peacock c “p  x - «icliols, J. Partridge
C S a®ton, j  T l g' M" '  M‘ E ’ Pe§g- W- T- Pitt s'!; Roleffg m.1, itoss- Miss Mary Ross, G. Rolefls
ÂmQels’ T- Shorn waSo-ii0bertS0n’ Victor R°Ser- S
6, ?̂ Stanley, T t ^  Sdverstoin, W. H. Spivey, Miss
* £  > o e ,  F.’ e  w-nr 0W’ John H ; Turnbull, Miss 

d' G. White' ' ^  :s’ G. J. Whitwell, Frederick [b) p
>°aPt ° S i yE x^ t iv e
, n' Walla; 0 NnLJaf k8O,n’ Mr- R- H- Roaetti, and ) _ Nelson be Vmn.Pi.rm; f̂t«kr, >»

7. ÏL

" ’»ttuapA \r̂ i . , A'’* 11 • Aoseui,
. ^f°posed h n S°n e êc 0̂  ̂Vice-Presidents.’

, Tlja U u t Edm? ^  Branch 
6cti°a of A ' av‘ds°n be elected Vice-Presidont.’
°tio*byE tora’
"Thi/ Exeocntive

%  rein0iouad import’ 8 t0, pIa0Q on rQoord ita seas« 
o£ the S e p t  f 6 toBnti3h R ethought o 

Bo!, “  iawsmt The Secular Society
S 5 h a  I*8 p«8Snt « and de8ires further t0
i !v'8inu Q£ v'ndicatinn’ ^ r'. Footo, upon tin
!h® iouudi °“  n° l  h!a foresight and skill ii
• W *« *1 obstaclrT !• ^ocle£y which has overcomi

■ MotionsiFre6S u gt ntQat bas for 80 l0“g rotardo<,; ! tl by Edn,« ? 8M P'opaganda.”
»he cbat all S o ? ° f“  Branch :~
^Scut^ioaco, sha7lV °^rrcd to the Executive, fro 

' Mnl:. 0 Meetip„ >■ be dealt with nt thn fnllnwirim, r -~«inno ’■ dealt with at the followin 
,,!a by Mr. T «

91 for̂ 1’3 Bontof' ^ ea£e :—
î s a the Exccntiv° t ° draw n

. svrv,J a°tion wiruUUHVe shal1 bo able to secur 
0£ioüs x 0f Grandir,J ! aombers and all Freethinkei

& ^ o í S « !.’8 o£ opinion thatK°re satisfaot! pmiou tbat some arrang 
^ V k o r ,,  b° ^ade ct°ry naturo than at prosei 

^  into8’ .?°Qcerm„ lor0by the wishes of docoasi 
C iV t t c c t  7! a« .  their interment, could 1He . ?baw°; e££°ct: dv,j °.. "“ “ ‘ v mnermenc, coma u

Uihf !fcQ a a £bo Freeth •t^at tbo Plau outi:nod by Ml 
ana >  of March 20, 1910, shoul

iV “ ih .^^tribut^ a scheme to bo elaborate! 
^ er  *7 thin So,.- atBong Freethinkers.”

Substitnt!°ty should do all that lies withi 
orernation for earth burial.”

12. Motion by South Shields Branch :—
“ That this Conference advises the holding of Public 

Demonstrations in places where, for various local causes, 
the position is considered unsatisfactory.”

13. Motions by Bethnal Green and West Ham Branches :—
“  That all Officers and Committees of Branches must 

be boná fide members of the N. S. S.”
14. Motion by Mr. J. T. Lloyd :—

“ That this Conference, in view of the many com
plaints received from Freethinkers serving in the Army 
and Navy concerning compulsory attendance at religious 
services, protests against this denial of the elementary 
rights of citizenship to soldiers and sailors, and submits 
to the authorities concerned that in a War waged in the 
name of freedom every respect should be paid to the 
conscientious convictions of men who are risking their 
lives in their country’s service.”

15. Motion by Mr. C. Cohen:—
“ That this Conference calls the attention of Free

thinkers to the fact that, despite the recent legal 
decision referred to in Motion No. 8, the Blasphemy 
Laws still obtain, and may still be used as an instru
ment of Christian bigotry to hamper freedom of expres
sion in relation to religion; and trusts, therefore, that 
Freethinkers in all parts of the country will do their 
utmost to secure the complete repeal of these remnants 
of mediaeval tyranny and superstition.”

16. Motion by Mr. A. B. Moss :—
“ Tbat this Conference, while fully recognising the 

difficulties of domestic legislation during the continuance 
of a great European War, nevertheless reaffirms its con
fidence in the policy of Secular Education as applied to 
the nation's schools, and hopes that the Government, 
on the conclusion of peace, will decide to bring in a 
Bill that will put an end to a quarrel that has obstructed 
educational progress for more than a generation.”

This Conference will sit in the Queen’s (Minor) Hall, 
Langham-place, W .; the morning session lasting from 10.30 
to 12 30, and the afternoon session from 2.30 to 4,30. Both 
are purely business meetings. Only members of the N. S. S. 
can speak and vote. A public meeting will be held in the 
evening at 7 o’clock. The President will occupy the chair 
on ail three occasions. A luncheon for delegates and visitors 
has been arranged at the Cafó Marguerite, 171 Oxford- 
street, W., at 1 o’clock.

By order of the Executive,
G. W. Foote, President. 
E. M. Vance, Secretary.

National Secular Society.

Report of Monthly E xecutive Meeting held on April 29.
Present: Messrs. Baker, Bowman, Brandes, Cohen, Cowell, 

Cunningham, Davey, Davidson, Gorniot, Judge, Lloyd, 
Lazarnick, Moss, Neate, Nichols, Roger, Rosetti, Samuels, 
Shore, Silverstein, Schindle, Thurlow, Wood, Miss Kough and 
Miss Stanley; and, for the first time since his severe illness, 
the Exocutivo bad tbo pleasure of welcoming Mr. W. 
Heaford.

In tbo absence of tbo President, Mr. Cohen was elected to 
the chair.

The minutes of tbo last mooting wore road and confirmed. 
New members were admittod for tbo Parent Society.

The sad intelligence of the death of Mr. J. Barry, ono of 
the Vice-Presidents of tho Society, was formally reported, 
and the Secretary was instructed to convey to Mrs. Barry 
the deep sympathy of the Executive with her in her bereave
ment, together with their appreciation of the loyal devotion 
of their late colloague to the causo of Freothought.

The arrangements for tho Conference wore then proceeded 
with. The Secretary reported tho engagement of the 
Queen’s (Minor) Hall both for business and public meetings. 
Tho Executive’s notices of motions for tho Agenda and 
additions to tho list of Vice-Presidonts were submitted. 
Notices of motion from the Branches were also received, 
and Mossrs. Cohen, Lloyd, and Rogor were elected as an 
Agenda Committee to doal with thorn. Tho list of spoakers 
for tho public meeting was also arranged.

Messrs. Rogor and Samuels wore eloctod to act with tho 
Socretary in making preliminary arrangements for a little 
commemoration of Mossrs. Moss and Hoaford’s services in 
tho cause of Freethought.

Unanimous pleasure was expressed at the reported im
provement in tho President’s health.

E. M. Vance, Secretary.
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SU N D A Y  L E C T U R E  NOTICES, Etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday 
and be marked “  Lecture Notice ” if not sent on postcard,

LONDON.
O utdoor.

B ethnal G reen B ranch N. 8. 8. (Victoria Park, near the 
Bandstand) : 3.15 and 6.15, C. Cohen, Lectures.

C amberwell B ranch N. 8. 8. (Brockwell Park) : 5.15, P. 
Schaller, a Lecture.

K ingsland B ranch N. 8. 8. : 7.30, a Lecture.
N orth L ondon B ranch N. S. 8. (Finsbury Park) : 11.15, W. 

Davidson, a Lecture. Parliament Hill: 3.15, L. B. Gallagher, 
a Lecture. Regent's Park : 3.15, W. Davidson, a Lecture.

W est H am B ranch N . 8 . 8 . (outside Maryland Point Station, 
Stratford, E .): 7, J. J. Darby, a Lecture.

PROPAGANDIST LEAFLETS. New Issue. 1. Christianity a 
Stupendous Failure, J. T. Lloyd ; 2. Bible and Teetotalism, J. M. 
Wheeler; 3. Principles of Secularism, C. Watts; 4. Where Are 
Your Hospitals f R. Ingersoll. 5. Because the Bible Tells Me 
So, W. P. Ball; 6. Why Be Good ? by G. W. Foote. The 
Parson’s Creed. Often the means of arresting attention and 
making new members. Price 6d. per hundred, post free 7d. 
Special rates for larger quantities. Samples on receipt of 
stamped addressed envelope.—Miss E, M. Vance, N. 8. S. 
Secretary, 62 Farringdon-street, London, E.O.

LATEST N. S. S. BADGE.—A single Pansy 
flower, size as shown ; artistic and neat design 
in enamel and silver; permanent in color; has 
been the means of making many pleasant 
introductions. Brooch or Stud fastening, 6d. 
Scarf-pin, 8d. Postage in Great Britain Id. 
Small reduction on not less than one dozen. 
Exceptional value.—From Miss E. M. V ance, 

General Secretary, N. S. S., 62 Farringdon-street, London, E.C.

CHARLES
THE LATE

BRADLAUGH, M .P .

A Statuette Bust,
Modelled by Burvill in 1881. An excellent likeness of the great 
Freethinker. Highly approved of by his daughter and intimate 

oolleagnea. Size, 6| ins. by 8| ins. by 4J ins.
Plaster (Ivory Finish) ... ... 3/-

Extra by post (British Isles): One Bust, 1/-; two, 1/6,

T he Pioneek Press 61 Farringdon-street, London, E .C .; or, 
Miss E. M. Vance, Secretary, N. S. S.

All Profits to be evoted to the N. S. S. Benevolent Fund.

America's Freothought N0vvspaPer 

T H E  T R U T H  S E E K eB
FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT, 1873' 

CONTINUED BY E. M. MACDONALD, l88*'1 
G. E. MACDONALD ...
L. K. WASHBURN _  _  ~  Editorial

S ubscription R ates. 3,00
Single subscription in advanoe _  *** ¡¡,00
Two new subscribers ... — •** g.oC
One subscription two years in advance — ^

To all foreign countries, except Mexico, 50 oents per “ the 
Subscriptions for any length of time under a year, *

25 cents per month, may be begun at any •■ ' y f 
Freethinkers everywhere are invited to send for lPcc 

which are free.
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, „  . .

Publishers, Dealers in Freethought B00v“n’pt. 0“  
62 Vesst Street, N®w

Determinism or Free
By C. COHEN.

Issued by the Secular Society, & ‘

ubject|!
A clear and able exposition of the s 
the only adequate light—the light of °v

CONTENTS.
I. The Question Stated.—II. “  Freodom "  
Consciousness, Deliberation, and Choioi.—

II tViU'1111if
go®6 ,,p

a 0*
Consequences of Determinism.—V. Professor oa j^iic*'', 
Dilemma of Determinism.”—VI. The Natnro 
of Responsibility.—VII. Determinism and Charac

Problem in Determinism.—IX. Environ® >

PRICE ONE SHILLING
(POBTAGE 2d.)

w

T he P ioneer P ress, 61 F arringdon-street, Lond°Dl

T H E  S E C U L A R  S O C I E T Y
(LIMITED)

Company Limited by Guarantee,

Registered Office~62 FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.O.
Chairman of Board of Directors—Mr. G. W. FOOTH.

Secretary—Mi3s E. M. VANCB,

-----------------------  r&l
but are oapable of re-eleotion. An Annual G0̂  
memberB must be held in London, to re?e’ that & ’W a 
new Directors, and transact any other busmo • 0i©ty> sec-;. 

Being a duly registered body, the SedUla to V
can rooeive donations and bequests with ¡0vi«e f i> j  
Those who are in a position to do so & ,t 
donations, or to insert a bequest in the S°® ^
wills. On this point there need not be the si e IP

ite impossible to set aside such 7)e<F1. gt&pQf9', ■>

This Society was ormed in 1898 to afford legal security to the 
acquisition and application of funds for Secu'ar purposes.

The Memorandum of Association sets forth that the Society's 
Objects are ;—To promote the principle that human oonduct 
should b8 based upon natural knowledge, and not upon super
natural belief, and that human welfare in this world is the proper 
end of all thought and aotion. To promote freedom of inquiry. 
To promote universal Secular Education. To promote the com
plete secularisation of the State, etc., eto. And to do all such 
lawful things as are conducive to Buch objects. Also to have, 
hold, receive, and retain any Bums of money paid, given, devised, 
or bequeathed by any person, and to employ the lamo for any of 
the purposes of the Socioty,

The liability of members is limited to £1, in case the Booiety 
should evor be wound up and the assets were insufficient to cover 
liabilities—a most unlikely contingency.

Members pay an entrance fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent 
yearly subscription of five shillings.

The Society has a considerable’number of members, but a much 
larger number is desirable, and it is hoped that some will be 
gained amongst those who read this announcement. All who join 
it participate in the control of its business and the trusteeship of 
its resources. It is expressly provided in the Articles of Associa
tion that no member, as such, shall derive any sort of profit from 
th-i Sooiety, either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in 
any way whatever.

The Society's affairs are managod by an elected Board of 
Directors, consisting of not less than five and not more than 
twelve members, one-third of wbcm retire (by ballot) eaoh year,

It is quite VlO u\J oav uaiut, - uv,— - - . „ Ol—' g I" .
have no option but to pay them over in * g (jaw 
administration, No objection of any kina . j  1
connection with any of the wills by wb ,
already been benefited. »u3 p

any of the wills by wbi°k ^

The Society’s solicitors aro Messrs. HarPe ^
Rood-lane, Fenchurch-street, London, E.O.

“  free from Legacy Duty, and I direct that , * rs 1
“  two members of the Board of the said So° jjjeo0 ; 
“  thereof shall bo a good discharge to roy .¡it,.•
“  said Legaoy." ^  ft l”-ect̂ t

Friends of the Society who have reme®^®, jj;® p, 
or who intond to do so, should formally ¿b9! oO*"i#1 
the faot, or send a private intimation to 
(if desired) treat it as strictly confidential-^ ,o0t ott#i|P
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes g0* ' gt®1 
thoir contents have to be established by 00 v

b*'
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Na t io n a l  s e c u l a r  s o c i e t y .
President: G. W. FOOTE.

ri!a,ÿ-‘ Mias E.M.Vanoi,62 Farringdon-st., London, E.C.

on reason
Principles ami Objects.

i-rfi,iEISa teaches that conduct should ̂  asG -aa-flC0 or 
5* kaowleage. It knows nothing ° * dlJ “ ea|a fears; it -«erierence; it excludes supernatural hop a kis

happiness as man’s proper arm, and utility

affirms that Progress is ^ L ^ ^ a ^ th e re fM e  
.r  ^kich is at once a right and a d i  ’ freedom of 

>  Jo remove every barrier to the fullest equal freeaom
0,ĉ on) and eueech.keculr-1 -

reason 
and

-«marism dedare^that theology is “ “^ ^ jfe iou fb  
^PortitiouB, and by experience as mischiev

jt as the historic enemy of Progress- Bfifjon; to
, chrism accordingly seeks to disp rationalise
g  education; to disestablish religion, J o  «  estoBa
dik m : to Promote peace ; to ,, oovemment of^»W ell-being; and to realise the self-nove *Qe people.

i Me
¡,,,“2. PoiRoa is eligible 
„^ ‘Og declaration:

Pled;
as a member on signing the

[ °ugo myseif0 -Ìoin *he National Seoular Sooiety, and I 
' ’Noting it» ' Jr “ Emitted as a member, to oo-operate in 

K h 18 oojoots.”
'**•*«*

Ocoi
*̂ *‘M*M|Ration

, *U(| ^
P.j1 V a*lsorintin« B̂ ou d̂ he transmitted to the Secretary 

hi "OJoud' -
hi'?bet is ¡ ¿ T ^  -o! Two Shillings per year, every 

^ans an,j - ,° fix his own subscription according tc 
nci störest in the causeVHMOO

c a t p' ' ®*0 Seenlar p.re„a ,aT or other Free U1 Bequests to Secula ̂  propagation o. 
r j societies, lor the mamtenan1 . .Q11) on the sa ^
,.̂ ox opinions on matters o r̂ ^eistie church " " w*  8,3 apply to Christian o -

Rations. T awR, in order tha? Volition of the Blasphemy i^et subjeots,va may be canvassed as freely -
'jv81 ot fine or imprisonment. an-wment ol the - e s ta b lish m e n t and Disendowmenv

England, Scotland, and aBible Be»a«H>t S ̂ t io n  of all Beligions Teaching a aUpportetj or other eduoational esta
Tv.6 ?̂ ate. , :nHtitutions to th^ > * ® g  ol all endowed education»
iC A v ^ ^ h  of au classes alike- tb0 free us

•' s4fl^l0t"aUon ot a11 lav?a 'uterlermg reatiou. andth
the purpose ot culture au * uiaE) Libratie

rf.aw t . « * »01 toe Marriage l.e ’. 0' ^eaeoaaW o ltoari'. {LmC6101 husband and wile, and
X f  l  «* divorce. . men and women, S'
W  a\\ R a tio n  ot the legal status c distinctions- 
Ike u ^ts may he independent ol so « violence, a

children from all cut ol then
^ s  labor! " h° W0Uld m '  a nrivilegeB S fiiJ ^ o n  ol all hereditary distinction® 611^  humai 
» 4 «  antagonistic to 3ostice

otIt07eTtte,lt hy all just and wise especially
l V̂  ̂ Ut6lQI the masses ol tbeJ a °Lcomtnodiom 
> 4  shies, where insanitary a ^  1 physica

want ol open spaces, lile.i«1̂  PtQ̂ 4dl8eaa-C), and the deterioration organis»
>  lc £ °boa «I the right and duty ol ol it*S  lo l i^ a l  and economical advancement,

Subtl?!?tecUon in such combinations. rf Pumsh
C il1 w i b0tt ot tho idoa ot hotorm t°r U',aolB may.t> ’ kcpiJ*oatment ol criminals, so ^ ¿ r e  detention 

ot taitaliBation, or even o e\0vation t°>  ̂ s  a r f e cal, intellectual, and moral ^
O^tcuHiJi.iai,0ted ̂ hh anti-social tend ag t0 seotirt

<S4̂ a\rM i3a5- - —■

FREETHOUGHT PUBLICATIONS.

L ib e r t y  an d  Ne c e s s it y . An argument against 
Free Will and in favor of Moral Causation. By David 
Hume. 32 pages, price 2d., postage Id.

T h e  M o r t a l it y  of t h e  So u l . By David Hume. 
With an Introduction by G. W. Foote. 16 pages, price Id.,
postage id.

An E ssay  on Su ic id e . By David Hume. With 
an Historical and Critical Introduction by G. W. Foote, 
price Id., postage id.

F rom  Ch r is t ia n  P u l pit  to  Se c u l a r  P la t fo r m .
By J. T. Lloyd. A History of his Mental Development. 
60 pages, price Id., postage Id.

Th e  M artyrd o m  of H y p a t ia . By M. M. Manga- 
sarian (Chicago). 16 pages, price Id., postage id.

T h e  W isd o m  of t h e  An c ie n t s . By Lord Baoon. 
A beautiful and suggestive composition. 88 pages, reduced 
from Is. to 3d., postage Id.

A R e f u ta tio n  of D e is m . By Percy Bysshe 
Shelley. With an Introduction by G. W. Foote. 32 pages, 
price Id., postage Jd.

L if e , D e a t h , an d  Im m o r t a l it y . By Percy Bysshe 
Shelley. 16 pages, price Id., postage id.

W h y  Am  I an  Agnostic  ? By Col. R. G. Ingersoll. 
24 pages, price 2d., postage id.

B ib l e  St u d ie s  an d  P h a ll ic  W o r s h ip . By J. M. 
"Wheeler. 136 pages, price Is. 6d., postage 2d.

Ut il it a r ia n is m . By Jeremy Bentham. An Impor
tant Work. 32 pages, price Id., postage id.

T h e  M is t a k e s  of M o se s . By Col. R. G. Ingersoll. 
Only Complete Edition. Beautifully printed on fine 
paper. 136 pages. Reduced to 6d., postage 2id.

T h e  E ssen ce  of  R e l ig io n . By Ludwig Feuerbach. 
“ All theology is anthropology.”  Büchner said that “ no 
one has demonstrated and explained the purely human 
origin of the idea ol God better than Ludwig Feuerbach.’ 
78 pages, price 6d, postage Id.

T h e  Code  of N a t u r e . By Denis Diderot. Power
ful and eloquent. 16 pages, price Id., postage id.

B io g r a p h ic a l  D ic tio n a r y  of F r e e t h in k e r s—  
Of All Ages and Nations. By Joseph Mazzini Wheeler, 
365 pages, price (reduced from 7s. 6d.) 3s., postage 4d.

A P h ilo so ph ic a l  I n q u iry  Co n cern in g  H uman
L iberty. By Anthony Collins. With Preface and Anno
tations by G. W. Foote and Biographical Introduction by 
J. M. Wheeler. One of the strongest defences of Deter
minism ever written. Cloth, I s .; paper, 6d., post Id.

D e f e n c e  of F r e e t h o u g h t . By Col. R. G. Ingersoll. 
64 pages, price 2d., postage Id.

R ome or R easo n  ? A Reply to Cardinal Manning. 
By Col. R. G. Ingeisoll. 48 pages, price Id., postage Id.

PAMPHLETS BY C. COHEN.

An  Ou t l in e  of  E vo l u tio n a r y  E t h ic s . Price 6d., 
postage Id.

So c ia lism , A t h e is m , an d  Ch r is t ia n it y , Price Id.,
postage id.

Ch r is t ia n it y  an d  So cia l  E t h ic s . Price id .,
postage id.

P a in  an d  P r o v id e n c e . Price Id., postage Jd,

THE PIONEER PRESS,
61 Farringdon-stroet, London, E.C?,
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THE BIBLE HANDBOOK
F O R  F R E E T H I N K E R S  A N D  E N Q U I R I N G  C H R IS T IA N S -

N E W  A N D  C H E A P E R  E D I T I O N
Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.

W ELL PRINTED ON GOOD PAPER AND W ELL BOUND.

ONE OF THE MOST USEFUL BOOKS EVER PUBLISHED.

PI ONEER PAMPHLETS-

No. II.—DEITY AND DESIGN. By C. Cohen.
[A Reply to Dr. Alfred Russel Wallace.)

THIRTY-TWO PAGES—ONE PENNY. ,
Postage: Single copy, $d.; 6 oopies, l£ d .; 18 oopies, 2£d.; 26 copies, 4d. (parcel P

No. I l l_MISTAKES OF MOSES. By Colonel Ingersoll.
THIRTY-TWO PAGES—ONE PENNY. ^

Postage: Single oopy, Jd.; G copies, l£d .; 18 copies 2£d.; 26 oopie3, 4d. (paroel P

IN PREPARATION.

L No. IV_CHRISTIANITY AND PROGRESS. By G. W. Foote.

No. V .-M O D ER N  MATERIALISM. By W. Mann. ^

BT

G. W. FOOTE and W. P. BALL.

In Paper Covers, SIXPENCE—Net.
(Po stag e  i|d.)

In Cloth Covers, ONE SHILLING—Net.
(P o stag e  2d.)
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Postage: single oopy, $d. ; 6 copies, l£d. ; 18 oopies, 3d.; 26 copies 4d. (parcel poS ^

Special Terms for Quantities for Free Distribution or to
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