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thoughts of man ? What assuranoe have we that
the Bishop of London is voicing the thoughts of God
more accurately than is the German Emperor ? The
one preaches a message that suits the Christians
this side of the North Sea; the other preaches a
message that suits the Christians on the other side.
That is the sole distinction between the two. And
if Bishop Ingram belonged to Berlin instead of to
London, he would have been just as fervent on the
other side.

Long ago, says the Daily Mail the Germans re-
nounced Christianity— which is a discovery quite in
accord with the Harmsworth traditions. And having
renounced Christianity, they promptly established a
new god, and ono who is responsible for all that has
been done, thus:—

“ It is their god who stood by and smiled when
Louvain was burned to ashes; who saw, without dis-
approval, we may suppose, the ruin of Belgium; who
has whispered in the Kaiser's ear that his cause would
be furthered by the sacrifice of children and the murder
of non-combatants. It is their god, too, who has
inspired the insensate passion of hate which to-day
rocks all Germany in the cradle of madness.”

Certainly, if Germany has a god, whether it is the
Christian God or some other, he has stood by while
all these things were being done. But why blame
the German god? The Daily Mail is on rather
dangerous ground, although we daresay that its
nature may not be very apparent to thailfaiZ readers.
On the British hypothesis, the German god is pure
fiction. He has no real existence. There is only
one genuine Deity, and that is the one that Britons
worship. It is, then, really he who stood by
while Belgium was beiDg ruined, while Louvain was
being burned, while children were being sacrificed
and non-combatants murdered. That God, at all
events, did nothing, is still doing nothing, and will
keep on doing nothing till the end of the chapter. If
he did not inspire these things, he permitted them ;
and permission, with the power to prohibit, is next
door to commission. It is really dangerous work for
Christians to go round in this manner blaming gods
— particularly when the god they blame is believed
to be non-existent, while the God they worship is
declared to be the creator and ruler of all things on
earth as in heaven.

And why, after all, should not the Germans believe
that all they have done is consonant with God’'s
will 2 Surely God does not change, and in the
Bible, which forms the common text-book of English
and German Christians alike, and which English
Christians still declare must be kept in our sohools,
lest the nation goes headlong to ruin, it is not hard
to find parallels to Louvain and Termonde. What of
the God—not the new German God, but the old
Christian one— who said 7—

“Now go and smite Amalek, and utterly destroy all
that they have, and spare them not; but slay both man
and woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, came
and ass.”

Or of tho God—of the British Christian—who
said ?—

“ And when tho Lord thy God hath delivered it [the
city] into thino hands, thou shalt smite every male
thereof with tho edge of the sword. But the women
and the little ones, and the cattle, and all that is
in the city, even all the spoil thereof, thou shalt take
unto thysolf; and thou shalt oat the spoil of thine
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enemies -which the Lord thy God hath given thee.......
Of the cities of these people which the Lord thy God
doth give thee for an inheritance, thou shalt save alive
nothing that breatheth.”

Really, the Kaiser does not need a new God in
order to obtain sanction for the worst of the offences
that have been charged against the German Armies.
The old one is quite adequate. If anything, the
Kaiser’s action has fallen far short of the example
set by the “ God of our fathers.”

Here, again, is quite a gem from the Daily Mail:—

“ The Germans, like all savages, have made their God
in their own image. They follow in their worship the
crudest kind of anthropomorphism. Their God is not
only a man, he is a German ; he is not only a German,
he is a Prussian. The Emperor William is not far

removed from those who bow down before sticks and
stones.”

These be brave words! A Freethinker can agree
that, on the whole, they are true words; but for
a Christian they are very dangerous words. They
suggest things; they invite comparisons, and that
is always dangerous to religion. Naturally, the
Germans have made their God in their own image.
What else could they do? Has any god ever been
made by any different method ? What is the God
of Englishmen but a reflection of the character of
Englishmen in general ? That is really why we are
carrying out God’s will, and why the will of our God
is different to that of the German’s God. What is
the essence of what is somewhat facetiously called
the evolution of religion, but a rechanging of the
national or tribal god in terms of a modified national
or tribal character ? Look at the God of Russia, of
Spain, or of any other nation. They are all reflections
of the people who worship them. That is why each
nation recognises its own God as the true God—they
merely discover themselves, and therefore feel quite
sure of the good will of their deity.

Of course, I agree that the Germans—so far as
they are religious— are savages. That is because |
believe that all religion is fundamentally savagery.
Religions are not a product of civilised times or
of civilised nations. People inherit their gods, just
as they inherit their kings or their rudimentary
tails. But they do not create them. Disguise it
how we may, refine it how we may, the idea of
a huge, overmastering personality, oreating and
governing the universe is a conception born, in
germ, in the brain of the savage. If it had not
been born there, it would never have been born
at all. Civilised people do not discover gods, they
discard them. And that, again, is the reason why
even a Christian can see that the gods of other
people are made by man, fashioned in the likeness
of man, and that their worship is akin to the worship
of savages. He is looking at their gods from the
standpoint of civilised common sense. When he
looks at his own god, he forgets his science and
his civilisation, and relapses to the mental view-
point of the savage. Then it is the chance of the
other man, and he returns the criticism with interest.
Perhaps, one day, each will discover that the truths
which apply to the gods of other people, apply with
equal truth to his own. And when that day arrives
kings and kaisers and governments and peoples
will no longer be able to veil with the cloak of
religion the character of their own motives and
aims. The world will be saved from that duplicity
at least; and the world will, | believe, be all the
better for the change. c< ConEN<

The Cant of Humility.

“Humility ” is a prominent Bible word, and has
always ocoupied an exalted position among Christian

virtues. St. Augustine assigned to it the highest
place of all. A Christian is a person “ clothed with
humility.” It is said that “ God resisteth the proud,

and giveth grace to the humble,” and there imme-
diately follows the exhortation, “ Humble yourselves
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therefore under the mighty hand of God,
exalt you in duo time: casting all your fae »
him, for he careth for you.” We are now P i
sion of the whole Biblical and Christian docu
humility ; and knowing it, we are not in £ jjt
surprised to learn that at an early period there
into being the cant of humility. Uriah Seep >
natural product of Christian teaching on thi
ject. To make any virtue the condition of *Ed
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alludes to a mock humility that prevailed w Aj!
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nothing but a show of humility, without t
stance ? On their knees they all alike abaa®
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worms, a seed of evil-doers, children that » it
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really mean what they say ; it is merely aba
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believers, for example, so conclusively
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humility being an emotional religious pr@%vx
nothing more. Of course, a few areggen ia,i i
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these we weish to saf nothin@ atjpresent. W
Christian workers, specially clergymen,
rious slaves to the oant of humility,
apparent suooess crowns their labors they y/-
with ostentatious emotion, “ Not untoS '
not unto us, but unto thy name give S'°rV A
mercy, and for thy truth’s sake.” Well °~g&
member hearing an exceedingly popn*®r r
preacher, now deceased, describe the re80..” ,'
own work at the close of a thirty years’ ®in ¢jp
the following scriptural words : “ This is “
doing; it is marvellous in our eyaB\-0adfj
equally well-known living minister, speakl » ~
great prosperity of the church under bis ca ;0K;
that most of the glory belonged to the tj '.j,9=.
Far bo it from us to cast suspicion upon the » pjf®
of people who attribute their sucoess to (84,
source; but a necessity is laid upon os
uuuouU iuou ad yjw goiuu u* — |
is cant ? Carlyle, in his French Bevolut®
thus : “ Cant is itself properly a donble-dl
the second power of a Lie.” It is donbU” djt
to repeat a lie so often, and with such ajt i*
phasis as to get to believe it to be trn0- a
misfortune to have come into contact ivi N
tutional liar, whose word on no subject V2 " »s
bo relied upon; but we are not prepay0 , WRL»
that this person is a conscious
known him to condemn lying m very,ca |, .
on more than one occasidn Even byvfl
read that---Ged---cheoses some pe°P‘guers &V
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&

It is beyond question that what is enti e ®f
the intellect is not seldom perfiectly,“
emotions when superstitiously train0*’
know by a bitter experience to be a ot Yt t

emotionally believed to be true > 0 Ni@K
aocount, any less a lie. There are 0Ol
people who emotionally cherish beliO®
dare not rationally look in the faoe.
experience when we say that beliefs

the feelings after they have ceased to

jpay
e



tat he®3
in PIS;
adnre-
the B
reqs!
Fst*
this f

aref:
SKI

nw ;

e W
e e

lare i*?

ime®
(o} 3

B»»

ver eb.

Yl

1>Je:

le> i
t*3

‘H#
Oi£7r:

»Uil

it

n 2, 1916
inellect  titi

woee * \Vh g% \Was ‘(’ja§0 L)9>z? rien™
an, cllng to and Tollow your feelings
J S OOt yhe) are Al HddY Sfals) WhR) ok

resson’ !
sethat N Bimo, however, we had begun to
fajegn ~  ab the intellect has once rejeoted as a

emotion Canncb Nmg retain its hold upon the

W I a trnth-
B -H"%n&dt Wwe maintain

is that what is oa”

E::gfm, or God's work, is exclusively ma“ s >

at success or failure in it is equ ? NN

Ji anyis absolutely nothing supernatural abo
point. When a man asserts that ~ ha0

born again, and that a super
process of sanctification is going on
{E is an egotist of the worst type. He may
q!;mg undgr a delusion sufficiently dense

to uelleve such an nor -we

& this world is conoerned, and ne ., supOrior to
& go beyond it, he is not one ~ it supe ~ N

.»tardy noble
in the
him

as who has been sarcastically
edirdy excellent Pagan, or as an
Atheist In other words, there is

t Ranter of an average Christian avera»e non-
Put in a higher category th,a® ~ n o t botolcen

nstian. The facts of human i interference.

sy form or degree of snpernatu-. never do any

hereupon, it follows that Christia = go iar as
thev con-

N®or gegree of supernatural work,
such a claim  fgr ng_mghm ikhgy

85Nea“‘ unOQns°iously play the hypoorite to them-

hig 8" hy should a minister of the Gospel attribute

PUywes®to supernatural agenoy any more than a

Dm Parker accomplish more in the

*&a Ms 28 S Denry TRy bRd sm fhe stage ® Tt
Ep/\er argiaatiQ, oratorical gifts, his g ilonal
< '0 Fﬁwg ${I X@@@'ﬂ na

s hearers emotlonally, that, set

S jjtt among theatrical performers.

Bat 3R m-
the R,,? P°iplt» howev ious, Or however
-a Holy Gh%st %’i‘a%/r b% Bnp'j'(fj)\g \flé E%,

b~ 8 Will inevitably prove a JSSS

pu,be Pulpit, on the stage, and on Vv

» ie the men who can stir and sway

dan 60N 8 -whether legitimately or il g re.
apj.~ho turn out brilliant sucoesBoa m the

FBaftgtthqL‘gﬂ At :BegROGP R g6l FaIig cOp'reacher

*Ji ML gIXuuluuCi

« 0 Pulpit, he puts it down to the

peeof tho
~lne hrfio70a funm MIn cmiln vivrAks 4-

l
vtion, a sluggish live 'a politician

hi
mwﬁ%@gregatlon If an 80 n”~nce, he holds
0 g€ 0 touoh with his a misfortune.
Quww.nptxiral cauBea responsible bimSelf apar
h~tiat grounds does a minister tQ p\ay upon

um others whose profession it N QO0d Pert
W ?otl°nB ot their fellow-beinS instrument of

miracles of grace throug\ plausible
Stionaily slender gifts there“ould he” t

~eR&ATioD oi the preaohers olai » h j8 aeter-
nin'3>  success or failure of a cailing
iceel Y the degree of goalifioatio neVer by his

N the occupier of the PaJ? a\ents of some
sotUvl ®?'oaHed spirituality, it , \bia{ftct places
theyj, tinvariably spell success, ana tho aOtor,

thsuniv/™61 Prooisely on the 6ame e persistently
*Uw\lIclan-ur the musician, thoug "P”~y regards

ti®se\tto aohuowledge it. He still .raBted vrith: a

®sag,n as a man apart, who is en aQd life,
adi? hQn and about another easage by a
epetnp? 18 inapired to deliver that q c a@Berts
that ral being of omnipotentpo”™ < , Goa unto
i&BUpTaaa Gospelwhich is the”pow ciaim, in

minority

eps reiteratin PN
ﬁh‘n | thB fac% lf%ﬁ onw a m?serabl
tt-"e o> Ir'oualv that uuiy a miserame minority
tis’ backhe faot thim |. affect8 a gl°win8 optimism

(e} ji heJ%Qon }ﬂm F felloivé\}/sﬁe gs are turnln%

confidence |
LfQ?’g OG Picture Palace is permitted to
A Stmday, however spaoious it

urrrded to excess, and many are

THE FREETHINKER

275

turned away, whilst churches and chapels in its
vicinity are, most of them, more than half empty.
No wonder the preacher is afraid of competition.
Where would the Chureh be if theatres, music halls,
and cinemas enjoyed the same Sunday privileges as
itself ? Standing on his imaginary pinnacle, the
preaoher says: “ Hands off; Snnday is mine; my
Lord has fenced off this day, and given me the
sole monopoly of it; all others who imagine that
they have a right to ply their worldly trades on
it are wicked interlopers, enemies of God and man,
and | protest in the name of my Divine Master
against their getting any share at all in my saored
property.” We hold that the time for such a
protest is past, and that all the preacher’'s claims
have been disproved, even hy the results of his own
work.

The preacher’s humility is thus a subtle and sinister
form of pride—a claim to immeasurable superiority;
but both the quality and the quantity of the work he
succeeds in turning out show both the pride and its
claim in a most ridiculous light. In all directions he
is being found out and thoroughly discredited, and
the curious thing is that he does his utmost to
discredit himself. With one breath he assures us
that God is supreme in this War, and that because
our cause is just he will certainly give us the victory,
and with the next he cries, “ Enlist, eniist, enlist,”

as if all depended upon having an abundance of
trained men at the Front. He says, “ Pray for
victory,” as if God could easily give it us; but
French’'s demand is for “ Shells, shells, and still

more shells,” as if there were no God in the business
at all, and the issue were to be determined by the
might of arms well direoted. The truth is that the
talk about dependence and trust in God is the
emptiest oant, and that the progress of the world
is being seriously retarded by it. Let us shake
ourselves free of all mock humility, and recognise
that all needful reforms and reorganisations, all
conflicts with tyranny and injustice, must be con-
ducted by ourselves, and in our own strength alone,
or not at all. We shall win the War only on con-
dition that we possess and exercise the strength,
skill, patience, and perseverance which so terrible
a task requires. The law of battle is not “ Trust
in God and keep your powder dry,” but “ Keep your
powder dry, and see to it that you have enough of it,
as well as a sufficient number of well trained and
strong-nerved men to uso it.” j m LIOyD

The Great Lying Church.

“ It ia a lie—their priesta, their pope,
Their aainta, their God, all they fear or hope
Are liea, and lies.” —Robert Browning.

Until it was announoed in the newspapers that the
ban of excommunication had been withdrawn, few
people remembered that the King of Bulgaria had
been under the ourse of the Papacy. Excommuni-
cation has lost all its terrors to-day, but it was
formerly a sentence under which kings and queens
quailed in terror. The freethinking Napoleon, it is
true, laughed at it; the Protestant Queen Elizabeth
was aotually strengthened by it; whilst Viotor Em-
manuel 11. of Italy, who was outcast from the
Catbolio Church for a deoade, got fat on it.

The real power of the Pope’s decree of spiritual
outlawry was shown in the ages of faith. King John
of England, knew what excommunioation meant.
When Innooent Ill. hurled his thunderbolt all wor-
ship ceased in the land; marriage was interdioted;
the legitimacy of ohildren born in wedlook was in-
validated; there were no baptisms. Even the dead
lay nnburied on the ground. To remove the curse,
John had to surrender his crown and take it again
as a gift from *“ God’s Viceregent,” who retained
Ireland as a fief.

The spread of Freethought was the great solvent
of the Papal power. There was a time when the
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Catholic Church was libaral. It once had its ration-
alists, its scholars and thinkers, who found her bor-
rowed mummeries and stolen creeds susceptible of
mystical interpretation. The ignorant, evangelical
party gradually prevailed over these, and extermin-
ated them by fire and sword, rack and gibbet, leaving
themselves more ignorant and bigoted than before.
Gradually the whole Church was made over into
their leprous likeness.

It required centuries to produce this result. The
very triumphs of Liberty of Thought contributed to
this end. Every Christian who became a Freethinker
assisted the process. The more brains that were
drawn out of the Church, the more did the huge
mass part with its intellectual leaven, and tend
to flatten and harden down to a mere mass of
ignorance and intolerance. What constitutes the
obstructive character of the Catholic Church is the
abyss which now separates it from the highest intel-
ligence around it; the live, alert intellect of science,
and the more less stereotype of dogma.

There has been of late a revival of interest in the
Catholic Church since the Romish party in the
Church of England has become powerful. The
Ritualists have not done all that was hoped by them-
selves and dreaded by the Evangelicals, but they
have secured a firm held, and the Archbishops and
Bishops have not the will or the power to expel
them. It is now quite certain that there is a strong
body of the Anglican Churoh who play fast and
loose with the authority of the Church. At this
hour there are covered by the banner of the English
Church men who hold the extremest doctrine of the
freedom of the individual, and men who are willing
to Bubmit to the utmost doctrine of priestly control.
How long will this divided house stand ? That a
large and increasing number of Anglican clergy are
coquetting with Rome has caused a flatter in the
doveootes of Catholicism. The Pope has hopes of
reconverting Great Britain, of reimposing the yoke
which a previous generation threw off. The wish is
father to the thought, and the Pope is a dreamer of
dreams impossible of realisation. The great hopes
of Catholics, so far as Great Britain is concerned,
are stillborn.

The English people will never as a people submit
themselves again to the tyranny of Rome. They
will never as a people permit the cesspool of the
confessional. They will never as a people submit to
the poisoned weapons of priestcraft; its hypocritical
affectations of a celibate life, its tyranny in the
home; its officiousness in public affairs; its menace
at the death-bed. Priestcraft had not a safe seat on
English shoulders, even before the days of the
Reformation. In the days of faith and ignorance
the power of the Catholic Churoh was great; but it
finished with the yellow glare of the fearful fires of
Smithfield. It was never as unquestioned and un-
resisted as in Italy, Spain, and France. There is a
wholesome tendency to rebellion in British blood.
It shows itself whenever any especially arrogant
claim on obedience is heard, as King Charles I. and
James Il. knew to their cost. The Catholic Church
may do its worst. Her dreams, promises, and
threats ar9 idle, and this country will escape her
clutches.

Knowledge expands in search of new light, and
feels energetically after fresh truth. The most
powerful Christian Church is still entombed within
the covers of the Hebrew Scriptures, a salmagundi
of riotous Oriental imagination. Men ask for the
bread of knowledge ; the Catholio Church offers but
the stone of theological superstition. The Church’s
teaohing is no longer of any practical use. The daily
miracle of her altars is as unbelievable as witchcraft,
and the passage of the years will make it less and
less interesting. The Catholio Church represents
but a backwash in the book of knowledge. The
great river of human thought rolls on, and bears
us further and further away from the spiritual bug-
bears of the past, further and farther from the

shadow of the cross. .
Mimneemus.
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Missionary Converts.—I.

(Continued from p. 267.) -

“ These spirits are all malignant, so he [the 4
deals with them just as he would deal with a bad 10 #m
he was desirous of managing....... Naturally he ne' jfci
sure of them ; he sees that you may sacrifice to &%"t-
years, you may wrap him up—or more properly 7
the object in which be resides—in your only cloth 0»
nights while you shiver yourself; you and youl ¢ fjj
and your mother, and your sister and her childre0’
hungry that food may rot upon his shrine ; and y&> }
hour of dire necessity, the power will not come and 8
—because he has been lured away by some rl0”el, ? evicS:
yours. You white men will say, ‘ Why go on bel jji
him them?’ but that is an idea that does not e pit
African mind. | might just as well say, * Why d ” ree df
believing in the existence of hansom cabs? v
hansom cab-driver malignantly fails to take you v
want to go, or fails to arrive in time to catch a. qjjjy
wished to catch. The African fully knows the g !’
his fetish to fail, but he equally fully knows its P 3&f
Miss Maky Kikgslsy, Travels in West Africa (1898), PPi™

“ When the Norsemen accepted Jehovah
cease to believe in Thor and Odin, but they renounce™ ti

lfavor ef the higher new God and the preferred. .. &
gion. Thor and Odin continued to exist, beconv b ™ 1
minds of the people the enemies of the new faith ~ te
who professed it. Just so the Eskimo still belie"® jgied
spirits of the old faith and all its other facts, ana 11 (e
all the Christian teachings on top of that. t
ceased to have faith in the heathen things, but i
ceased to practise them because they are wicked .
one’s chances of salvation. The familiar spird3jnimicj
renounced, but they still exist, and are in genera.ll ~ H¥j
the new faith and angry with their former patron3
renounced them.” —Yilhialmuk StefanssoN, JV

1] ;<’4.
e

the Eskimo (1913), pp. 424-5. Ji @
Religious people are so confident of the '\ »3
the religious faith in which they have been 0O

that they are perplexed that people a“°ahBié

from them— like the old lady who held that %
was not a Primitive Methodist because he
been properly “ argued with.” 3d]

These people think that the missionary Oj3 ¥
to go to the heathen and tell them bow ® =
silly their beliefs are, and show them the* 0 ,{ifi
able riches of Christ ”—to use their N jidL
term—for the heathen to straightway ”*s°gflsiyy
old superstitions and adopt the new a9
changing a suit of clothes.

As a matter of fact, it is no more easy to ™ j#
savage from his ancestral beliefs than it O.o»fe,
the beliefs of those brought up in the |

higher religions. For instance, the Eski® (9
that the shaman—or wizard priest, the

between the spirits and the people—have ."e, m
of projecting themselves to a neighboring

a far country, to the sun or the moon ort  (&]

of the sea. This flight takes place in &®" jjif

of the people, but, says Stefansson, “ usual y jf

in winter, and in the dark of the moone” 0 .

takes plaoe from a dark room. So that tb

are entirely dependent upon sound for ~progxii'i

place ; and the shaman sees to it that in.

sounds are produced to indicate he is S

air, and also when he is supposed to ho

And, Stefansson observes,— etieS\Y
“every man and woman yon meet ca®e »I*

genuineness of the spirit flight, for they " 10Q) y .
present when it was done. Besides tba*i f.tf
are a matter of common knowledge

Yon might as well try to convince an jiig Niiil

balloon flights have never been taken 1 jjpt

Isles as attempt to persuade an Eski® ¢ep‘”

flights have never occurred in the Macken

One day, when Stefansson was exP”gnJ
Eskimo that there were mountains on tb  Qj®
describing other characteristics of the ™ - *ﬁ(ﬂ
face, the aooount did agree with the °Pia”0e"NM
his listeners, and they asked him how h® p
things were so ? Stefansson says.— , 10k >
“ | explained that we had telescope9 a

masts of ships, and that through them f

things on the moon's surface, ‘'Buthad ,id...P

over been to the moon?’ | was askey>:

replied that no one ever had, they said

Stefanason, My Life with the Eskimo, P?
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thev v|3aVe an” 101° SOOP@S as long as ship’s masts, yet
toth  bave tnen>and truthful men, too, that had been
and H moon’ talked about there and seen everything,
dld 6? come hack and told them about it. With

tbonoU tuerence 'i0 H*0 ingenuity of white men, they
to hfw , al.un3er the circumstances the Eskimo ought

Wrmmgd than white men as to the facts

are P enem to you that these we havo described
°nsht t sot™naily and untenable views, and that it
bold th® an easy thing to undeceive the men who
reii,i0 em. bld 't you have ever tried to change the
ooincid 8 Mews °t °ue of your own countrymen so as to
that o 6 Wdb ~our8' you will know that the knowledge
Sﬁ 406*7) thrOD8h taith is not an easy thing to shake ”

t@h anSSH.a\vises those who want to appreoiate
Bi(lisim ~ ““tude of mind to read Mark Twain’s
raarks™ g\Me ~curt °f King Arthur. As he truly

n oome as a surprise to those
Undergoes ,“~ark Twain as merely a humorist—*“ he

43 few oth m3nd3 °t the intellectually primitive
~ade o , el:3 tiave done—even of those who have
?;kiu)0 of 8u°h things.” And he found the

I@ifyitle fu®:£ay ~ ink* g the same thoughts, and
?e>of jr- ein *a the same manner, as the English-
mN\ain, nrD™ Arthur’'s time, as described by Mark
“If oreover>he continues:—
the EbkT WCre trj! *° displace frorQ the minds cf
Would g 'J?0 SDCh beliefs as we have described, you
Wouldan “as t have found upon occasion) that you
in bis cCaee™ no better than did Mark Twain's Yankee
Israeli *rsa . aoa*uet Merlin. But if you concern
teachin,, WADb unteaching of old beliefs but with the
Son. The 0One8, y°u will find an easy path before
badictorv .T. mo already believe many mutually con-
~bilo thev \DNS and they will continue believing them
thin» voii f accept and devoutly believe dvery-
Arcti0  ; 6acb them. They will (as the Christianised
they ns m ' aro in fact doing) continue believing all
°n top nf O believe, and will believe all the new things
strong p ?at- The belief in the spirit flight is as
pristianif Harrow after more than ten years of
after rnore”i&8 *be belief iu witchcraft was in England
. ilxaotl fk tllaU 76n centuries of Christianity ” (p. 407).
? Nest Afn’6 Satne t'bing is noticed by Miss Kingsley
“t?ary tench'*v?ere the natives absorb the mis-
j?f-1 the Af ;D™ and combine it with Fetishism.
tha doriCEn?an’ wbose mind has been soaked in
inwveice of i? .8, earfy> most impressionable years,
el rfeetanie & LA irresBODR woen affiio-
e, wrn o inm' And the convert, “ when wearied
@*'10. and h contronting things that he cannot
tp QD bank J&PP°'nted by unanswered prayors,
ie.r@ligiony, , 0 p*s old belief entirely, or modifies
A>aodir 38been taught until it fifta in with
C *e hay®”™nally absorbed by it.»*
Pdp“°t> in So,fntl0Daed’ wben Stefansson left the
effQjnited, ig “tcber, 1907, the people were still
PO of several years of missionary
i>n bQ r°tm’ned in June, 1908, to his
®y bad been Christianised to the
ring an Eskimo house, Stefansson

lest “skihent
® jij*
13 I’
¢ fbeae newy.~08f hem whence he got these prayers

Wp'inMutainR f 6a3 ?rd be said that they €ame over

8rtif\VetSe” in th°m Acfzebue Sound, brought by @ man
Mi,; , 'Uativ pfR ? UOW religion and the possessor of a

&b thiamakO.ent prayepd.  The kst prier of all
has us , a0 brought and tho most useful, our
kilL?Sed it the fi° i° “or car*bou. The Colville people
Wes tias ~anv Pyrai y°ar with such success that they
Work ee years a« °Uas ™ ey had any need for. This

L_JsA a Well an< *ast?/_ear_the prayer had not
Bydtiar- Ixh T RIS PERF A Had coemwd & ¥ of
Otdtbn PAUallv unf'ug had been very poor indeed,
~en's, .had teen i'?2 m*8'ng efficiency of this prayer
fieip + {lEs relj fe suppese theprayers, liko whbite

] i °qn? i iug’

Fwwm&ee%ﬁ{ené:r\{ugﬂ'{/ while nmlgﬂdtﬁg}aoﬂgygrab uq
K rOwyi °au scarn i bnally became useless. (This, by
i"as tt81°c>for it ° y be sai(l to be in the terms of the

6lted flgieafer ;+0Nas belioved that the older a charm
>tas. ‘beit e 8Power. They had apparently trans-

180 J ¢nl0l00 with tho white man’s shoddy
0 realm of his religion.) Now that

& M est African Studies (1899), p. 12,
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this prayer, after three years' use, had lost its power
over game, our host inquired anxiously if we did not
know a good one from the Mackenzie Biver missionary,
of the general efficiency of whose prayers the Colville
people had heard much. | knew no such prayer, and
neither did Natkusiak, but Akpek announced he had
a fairly good one. When this fact became known, the
village lost interest in the two of us in large measure,
and concentrated it on Akpek, who was feted and
invited about from house to house, always followed by
a crowd of people eager to learn from him the new
prayer, to have it ready for the caribou hunting in the
spring ” (p. 416).

Thus Christianity was accepted because its prayers
were considered to be a new and powerful kind of
magio, by the use of which they could exercise
influence over the animals they hunted.

Again, the missionary teaching, says Stefansson,

“ " All our knowledge is from God, they understand
to mean that Christ, who represented God on earth,
personally instructed ua in all arts and crafts. Gun-
powder and field-glasses are wonderful in their way,
but the Eskimo does not see why he should be con-
sidered behind tho white man just because Christ
taught the white man how to make these things. Ho
did not happen to teach it to the Eskimo, which is the
misfortune of the Eskimo and not their fault” (p. 427).

An Eskimo named llavinirk remarked to Dr. Ander-
son that it was a pity they had Kkilled Christ so
young, and added (—

“ "Yes, it is a great pity ; for the missionary has told
us Christ came to all the people of the earth, and he
never came to the Eskimo. | suppose that must have
been because he visited the other countries first, and
had not yet found time to visit the Eskimo before he
was killed.” This shows pretty cloarly what Uavinirk’s
idea of Christ’s having come as a messenger not only
to the Jews, but to the Gentiles also ” (p. 423).

The missionary finds no difficulty in teaching the
Eskimo the miraculous stories in the Bible. As
Stefanason says, most things have a supernatural
explanation, and this implies that few things have
natural ones.

“ It would surprise most of us to see miracles hap-
pening all around us. It is not so with the Eskimo.
They expect them continually, and when anyone tells
of having seen or heard of a miraculous thing there is
only unquestioning belief, for it is but the narration of
an expected occurrence and an ordinary one ” (p. 403).

In another place he remarks : “ The days of miracles
are not yet past among any primitive people, and
new miracles happen on the shores of the polar sea
daily, but more especially in the dark of winter”
(p. 891).

Stefansson says that there was a time when he
thought he knew the meaning of the word “ savage,”
but sinoe then he has lived with people who dress in
skins, live largely on raw meat, and never saw a
white man until they saw him ; and the net result is
that the word “ savage ” quite lost its meaning for
him, and he would prefer to describe them *“as
lchildlike,” because the word is truthfully descriptive,
and not odious ” (p. 890). Of the disastrous altera-
tions in their mode of living, brought about by the
missionaries, and the effect of the Sabbath taboo,
we shall deal with in our next. w  M\xn

(To be continued.)

Famous Freethinkers 1 Have Known.

George William Foote,
Thinker, Orator, and Leader.

There is a general impression among a certain
section of the British publio that nearly all the
leaders of thought in this country, and men of dis-
tinction in advanced movements, come from the
North of England. That, however, is a mistake.
George Jaoob Holyoake came from Birmingham,
Charles Bradlangh was born in London, and George
William Foote, his distinguished successor in the
position of President of the National Secular Society,
made his first appearance on tho stage of life at
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Plymouth, in the West of England, on January 11,
1850.

Mr. Foote was born of Christian parents, but early
in his youth he began to doubt whether Christianity
was true, and in a few years he satisfied himself
that it was an old superstition, unworthy of credence.
By careful study, wide reading, and independent
thought, he soon developed into a pronounoed Free-
thinker and took his place among the leaders of the
Freethought movement.

When 1 first saw him he had undertaken, as a
young leoturer, to answer an address that was
delivered one Sunday evening at the Hall of Science,
by Dr. Geo. Sexton, M.A., on “ Spiritualism.” This
occurred in the year 1871, when Mr. Foote was
only twenty-four years of age. Following this
discussion, a debate was arranged between the two
accomplished dialecticians, when Mr. Foote under-
took to demonstrate, on his part, that “ Spiritualism
was unscientific, unphilosophio, and illusory.” Dr.
Sexton was an old hand as a debater; he had been a
Freethought lecturer, and understood both sides of
the question. Moreover, he was a very accomplished
speaker, knew how to marshal his facts and argu-
ments with skill; but | could not help noticing,
young as | was, that in this debate he appealed very
largely to the feelings of hia audience, told them
that there was not one among them that did not hope
to live again, and so played upon their emotions that
many of them quite forgot that they had come to
the meeting to hear the question discussed. In his
reply, Mr. Foote soon brought the audience to their
senses by his masterly examination of all the argu-
ments adduced, his splendid repartee, his caustic
wit, and, above all, his powerful peroration at the
close of the debate, were sufficient to convince me
thus early in his oareer that Mr. Foote was destined
to play a great and important part in the future of
the Freethought movement.

A few weeks later, | made bold to introduce myself
to the young leoturer, and from that moment down
to the present, we have been associated as soldiers in
“ the best of all causes,” the cause of the emancipa-
tion of the human mind from the thraldom of an old
and cruel superstition. How many times | have heard
Mr. Foote lecture in the course of my career, it
would be impossible for me to say; but | can say
this, that | always looked upon him as an ideal
leoturer, and went as often as | could, as a young
man, to hear him, study his methods, and to profit,
as far as possible, by the instruction.

One of the finest lectures of an anti-theological
character that | ever heard him deliver was given at
the Secular Hall, New Church-road, Camberwell, on
“ The Doom of the Gods.” That night he seemed to
be inspired. He traced the origin and the evolution
of the God idea, showed that all the gods that men
had ever believed in were but figments of the imagi-
nation, described the cruel characteristics of the
Christian God, and then, in a passage of great passion
and pathos, said that if there were a God who could
look down on the earth and witness all the pain and
suffering of mankind, could hear the groans of the
oppressed, such a God would be driven to commit
suicide out of sheer desperation at the horrors he
would behold in the world of which he was said to
be the creator and moral governor. It was also my
privilege to hear him deliver some of his splendid
leotures on “ The Bible,” soon after he came out of
prison after serving twelve months’ for the supposed
crime of Blasphemy. Some Christians called these
leotures vulgar and blasphemous; | always found
them clever, smart, original, full of wit and wisdom,
exposing the absurdities, the barbarities, and the
puerilities of some of the passages of the Bible. But,
of course, Mr. Foote as a lecturer, will always be
remembered for his superb addresses on Freethought
novelists and poets, and especially for those on
Shakespeare.

On several occasions | have heard him in debate.
I listened to his splendid defence of Seoularism in
his intellectual encounter with the Rev. Dr. McCann,
also on “ The God Problem ” with the Rev. W. T.
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Lee, again with the Rev. Hugh Chapman, w »
several occasions in friendly discussion wi*“ e
Rev. Fleming Williams; and | had the honor of
ding one evening during his four nights’ dehqjj6
Mrs. Besant on “ Socialism.” In all the ®& j
Mr. Foote demonstrated that he is a Pr°
thinker, a wonderfully skilful dialectician, as W
a consummate orator. # fiia
The first trial of Mr. Foote and his d® (
Messrs. Ramsey and Kemp, for Blasphemy. °a ijj
at the Old Bailey in March 1883, before Mr.J"
North, and | remember on the Saturday
before the trial travelling with Mr. Foote tothe ~
of England, where we were due to leoture 0 ~
Sunday. During the journey we discussO ~
likelihood of the jury finding the defendants S/
and 1 remember how oalmlyand fearlessly Mr-* «
faced the issue. He said that somehow he f0 #
he would be convicted, but he did not mind g° 0

prison if he could advance the Cause. _ BN
Mr. Foote has told the story of his ®'I®"
imprisonment in some very interesting ar , @ glif

appeared in Progress, entitled a “ Prisoner fO Ai!
phemy,” which certainly deserve to be rePd. jDhi
only to let the rising generation of
know something of the manner in which Cn dy
through their cruel laws, treated Freetbink0O
a little over thirty years ago. 0
We now know that the jury disagreed at n
trial; but old Judge North, whowa3 a bigot0 .j,g
Catholic, refused to discharge the prisoners,
them tried again on March 5. (i/
At the second trial, Sir Hardinge Gin’ Ial
Lord Halsbury) implored the jury not to be I0™ s#
by the eloquence of Mr. Foote; and the ]Jad® tv
that Mr. Foote “ prostituted his talents toq
servioe of the Devil ”—all of whioh was a W
testimony to the extraordinary power disp"J ()
Mr. Foote in the conduct of his deferlOm p
April 28, 1883, Mr. Foote was brought fromP cft
be tried on another indictment for BlaspbQ,/N'
tained in the Christmas number of tb0 .ag0
This time the case came before Lord Cole*1

was then the Lord Chief Justice. A splendi
in defence by Mr. Foote, whioh oooupied «hr”

in delivery, ended in the disagreement of ficl
and after further consideration, the pro
entered a Nolle Prosequi, and the action, ~
this case was concerned, terminated, R iscjos0t
of note that the Lord Chief Justioe, at the t

Mr. Foote’s address, adjourned the case
following day, before oommenoing bis sum  fi-
and, in doing so, he addressed the j e
following terms : “ Gentlemen, | should
glad to have summed up this evening, bn* eiote'\
is, | am not very strong, and | propose, t“ yaO
address you in the morning, and that v?ih &*
full opportunity of reflecting calmly jijisll
striking and able speech you have just heard- QO\et'0i
only showed the fine judicial spirit of Lord
but also how anxious he was that the 1
have an opportunity of “ reflecting cal® » j
of the most powerful speeches ever dehv -'®i
a British jury on such a difficult subject
and Blasphemy.
I was a contributor to the Freethinker -
prosecution. | also wrote frequently
thinker while Mr. Foote was in gaol,
journal wa3 being edited by Dr. Aveling- M
A few years later, when Mr. ~radl 0O
meeting at the Hall of Soience, resign0*
of President of the National Secular S°
the honor of nominating Mr. Foote et 1
whioh he has held with great distinction 0 %
Mr. Foote is one of the best read men ~ liy
the pleasure of knowing, and his sP*@f 0°
contains some of the greatest gems iif
literature. i0,0"
It used to be a perfect delight for ® e> 9l
holidays, to meet Mr. Foote and our m $6/ i
Joseph Mazzini Wheeler, and walk " °ahe0
from Ramsgate to Broadstairs with rr
beautiful summer’s evening, disoussing u

®

@i

i~

hr
s g

o*
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o ft8 arr>in friendly talks, gain some knowledge

and varied reading of such students of
as Mr. Foote and his
odkagre, the late Joseph Mazzini

Frally, let mo say a few words a® Br ;lievea in
'leckr. In the first place, he a J him ana he
heirg a good staff of workers to b<alp wQrk. He
IM&Bencouraged his lieutenants Annual Con-
f veevery man his chance. At ev vy rawy held
jence, for years past, although e all the

Place of honor as President he ga thO

etuierswho had worked loyally fo ability to
oportunity of displaying their talent and abinry

Foote as

geraagRlly, | have always served onder his leader-

pleas««. 1
® on many points of policy, hut
I'ngto hear my objections, careful y
»«m««to, ana give them ,hateaer m I»
,t» ea«hwy possessed, ana, in tbe enc,
i soared to bow to his decision.
icicle | should like to congratulate M

»hnsiaer my
con-

canolnaing
Foote

rl\/\

decision of Mr. Justice N tabliBes the
lavfa88 ~hich °noe and for all an jnstru-

Nt foPFABRIGERWAL BRYERY%S B Rpthinkers, apg
fcsdom of Mr. Foote in forming the Society a
up the Articles of Association. Anklet

] léhe oP3 that he will so ] of this
inth,and IES™ his old position as Editor t

i ? @>President of the National Secular Society,
td header of the Froethought Party of

tain aethue B. moss.

ici& Bi-ops.
one of the religious weeklies thought the t
5 2 ~ * *consequence to give notes that
X alengtha/ naragraphonit. The socicty
>C*ua» ecided that tbe objects

LCttar3 t° morality, but adds, Trhrigtjatlity.” We

V Nether they artey contrary to C g’EJ % ¢, Oubt
%v ~  this is not tbe question at all, and ttQ
c°nld be found to bold t .y aEity was

Jhose principles were contrary to i_%‘ueBtyto a
"Sisk K nch a decision would disallow a  ~ord cll;ef
gic<lingd"J'ue’ and vro are quite sure t tlQ geci-
> of paacsWo>ild not agree to that. Be. m >  fectiy

~N k Z y ludge since 1883 has been that it isiP vy. ja
Sein«tand legal to attack Christianity, P*° baraiy

H&,ibm}'&d ARRipner. And that decision is barny
> Q

Sij7 1 Chr-B*<lUstto a society whose principles were
&hadev eanity was decided to be illegal—What

q>ﬂjc$ — involve ? Obvionslv. the iudse would
~a r@eﬁ W&j Christianity—which by itself is a
C >t KR KEIAE I YR TR, &M oA AR Ry
J>tes Quli of j« Uh°u of this country is that represented
P 1a1d thev g Other forms of Christianity are
%Iot%tg r?,tﬁ'n@ b%%elve Ieggvlv protection |n_ the prarc]tlce
onT.a%-  theref tb® law knows nothing of them.
‘"dabo yto the pi6’ €ontrary to Christianity”

t_~bio, lground tv 108 & England. and if it were
Ltidd; rorion wt Bukn m@wﬁh%?at Weenld Na iA
AU thi/4suit M naturally, suit the Church Times,

Ht Mother °dlsts- and Catholics, el EBgpitts,
it > QB kshument N* ----- Ul sfiethe GCéristiavommotid 3.1 It
jo'igioB - rohgion by the State that made the

~ B bs Religion ,Criminal offence ; and the State does
tbati clearte ~acwo>so to speak, but a particular

uTbee, y’ 18 rePresented by the State Church.
»Vis*, Ti .

Qe ‘«is v},mgﬁ I8 more in touch with actuality

N it Ji8 - more ridiculous than ever to vy n

] B .ttof tb% Common Law of England. Ot
Ay hay, aBw can Christianity be held to bo P“r*

n o ‘when it permits a d Jews

= balliaiBor,iUik a‘'lovH Atheists, Agnostics- _Pm

v, .\'d make the laws of the c° y' Nt

Tfor all*Milbc arrangements—as in the Oa
<5S tIKl ,.*«S t declare «* £ « £ .
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been—Christianity was a part of the Common Law, and
when an attack on it was treated as a crime. But that
time has long since passed. The growth of all forms of
religious and non-religious opinion simply forced the judges
to come to a decision more in conformity with contemporary
feeling and opinion. And we can confidently say that it is
now nest to an impossibility for that opinion to be reversed.

The newspapers have been full of eulogistic articles on
Abraham Lincoln, whose death occurred half a century
ago. They all forgot to mention that Lincoln was a Free-
thinker.

“ The Church will join in the fight against the foreign
enemy, but when will the Bench of Bishops lead a crusade
against the social evils of our day which flourish at all
times?" asks Mr. George Lansbury in the Challenge. Not
whilst the Church is established, and bishops enjoy huge
incomes, and have seats in the House of Lords.

Canon Pierce, of Westminster, writing in Lloyd's Weehly
News says, “ Thank God, in all ranks the differences between
rich and poor are blotted out.” This is news! Have the
bishops relinquished their salaries? or, are Church organists
to be paid a living wage ? ...

The Bishop of Chester has put a ban upon men in holy
orders carrying rifles. Probably his lordship thinks that if
the clergy go to the Front there will be no men left in the
Churches.

The attempts of the “ unco’ gnid” to transform painful
Sabbaths into pleasant Sundays, in order to trap the unwary
and unthinking folk, are producing humorous results. At a
Surbiton Church there is a mouth organ band, and at
Southend-on-Sea a concertina mission band parades the
streets. The Christian religion will soon be a perfect harle-
quinade.

Mr. Hall Caine has joined the ranks of the other popular
novelists, who have been airing their views on the European
War. Writing in the Sunday Herald on the dangers of a
premature peace, Mr. Caine says that the world’s verdict
would be “ Either that there is no God at all, or that
if he allows such things to happen to his children he
does not care.” The sentence loses nothing by being in-
corporated in an open letter to the Pope.

Parsons have a queer way of proving the sanity of their
“ sacred ” book. If what it says is obviously sensible, well
and good. If, however, it is obviously nonsensical, then it
must mean something else. It is a very convenient method,
because it is bound to be right every time. The Sermon on
the Mount, for instance, is, as it stands, clearly impracticable.
A late Archbishop of York Baid so, others have repeated
what he said, and Eev. E. C. Lemin, of Birmingham, delivers
himself in this wise: “ If the Sermon on the Mount were
put on the Statute Book literally, it would mean the break-
up of civilisation. The home would disappear, there would
he no rights of private property, no law or order. Society
would resolve itself into complete anarchy.” One would
expect that, this being so, Mr. Lemin.would give up calling
himself a Christian. Not a bit of it. He goes on his way
cheerfully, preaching something which, on his own confes-
sion, if practised would mean the break-up of civilisation.

Tho Bishop of Carlisle says that Germany has been
betrayed by her Prussian God, and Mr. Hilaire Belloc says
that Germany is a nation of Atheists. The religions mind
appears to bo as elusive as a flea upon the warpath.

Admiral Sir George Hall, orating at the annual meeting of
the Eeligious Tract Society, mentioned that a young naval
officer in the conning-tower in the Heligoland fight called
his men together and they had prayer before they fired the
shot. The admiral did not tell the meeting whether the
shot was a hit or a miss.

The Bishop of Hull says tho State will have to do some-
thing for the “ war babies.” He did not suggest that
Mother Church should abolish the christening fees.

An amusing quotation from tho Church Army Handbook
was quoted recently in John Bull. It ran as follows : “ No
work ; no food ; no bed : Tho Church Army offers all three.”

That sunshine-soldier, Hr. Winnington Ingram, Bishop of
London, has been appointed a Knight Commander of the
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Eoyal Victorian Order. Is this for singing “ Onward.
Christian Soldiers 1" in the rear of the fighting lines ?

The Rev. J. W. Adams, Vicar of Wall, near Litchfield, it
working in an ammunition factory. The newspaper report
quaintly adds, “ at ordinary hours and for ordinary pay.” Is
this meant to be a sarcasm on the usual clerical remuneration
of extraordinary pay for extraordinary hours ?

In the German air-raid on Kent and the East Coast a
blackbird, an old hen, and three horses were among the
victims. Such an answer to prayer is sufficient to make the
two Kaisers turn Mohammedan.

There are different forms of censorship, although they are
all alike in the fact of suppression. There is the official
censorship, to which we have grown so accustomed that it
would not be surprising if something of it were to linger on
after “ the period of the War ” ; and there is the unofficial
press censorship, which watches carefully over all vested
interests and prevents, so far as it can, the appearance of
all unwelcome comment or criticism. The other day, for
example, a letter appeared in the Times from a “ Chaplain
at the Front,” which relates how he visited some Sikhs and
explained to them that their God was the same God as the
God of the Christians, and how gratified the Sikhs were at
the news. On reading this, the following letter was sent
by a retired military officer, a regular reader of the Free-
thinker :—

“ To the Editor of the ‘'Times.’

* Sir,—in your issue of to-day a ‘' Chaplain at the Front’
states that he informed a party of Sikhs that both they and,
Christians worshiped ‘ one and the same God.’

“ This being so, may | ask what then is the justification
for the numerous missionary bodies in India, all doing their
utmost to induce members of the various faiths in that
country to abandon their God, and to join the banner of
‘our God?”’

Needless to say, the letter was not inserted. There was
plenty of space to spare for the perfectly fatuous letter of
the Chaplain, with its picture of the Sikh as a cross between
an infant and an idiot, but no room for a perfectly common -
sense comment. Religious interests are in quite safe hands
so far as our liberty-loving English press is concerned.

In an article on “ War Babies ” in that religious paper the
Daily Mail, readers were asked not to send letters “ to re-
affirm moral maxims which have been stereotyped ever
since Moses descended Mount Sinai.” Some of those stereo-
typed “ maxims ” have long been in the melting-pot.

Snow in Hell is sufficiently novel to startle a case-hardened
Christian, but it is a fact. In a recent issue of the Sketch
there were reproduced some pictures of Hell, which is arail-
way junction in Norway, and one showed a snow scene.
Anyone can go to Hell, and take a return ticket.

The Rev. Dinsdale Young, President of the Wesleyan
Methodist Conference, says that “ One of the many good
results of this War will be that we shall hear much less
of German theology.” Before this can happen, the Kaiser
must stop making pious speeches, or the newspapers must
cease reporting that most Christian monarch.

Mr. George Lansbury, writing in the Challenge on
“ Religion and the Workers,” says that “ discussions carried
on in religious newspapers concerning the attitude of the
working class toward religion are always very perplexing
reading. Two thousand years ago the common people heard
the Gospel gladly.” Dees Mr. Lansbury really imagine that
there is no educational difference between the working class
of to-day and twenty centuries ago? The answer will
explain tho perplexity of religious newspapers.

A laborer was sentenced recently to six months’ imprison-
ment for stealing some altar candles from a church. This
could hardly be described as a light sentence.

In an amusing article on “ The Super Sausage,” the Echo
(London) quotes Professor Desjames as saying: “ The
German god is shaped like a sausage, with a spiked helmet,
and the brains of a Diesel engine.” This is heated lan-
guage, but if Christianity be true, the Professor will use
hotter language— after death.

“ The army chaplains’ work in bivouac and camp is
largely social,” says JEoyds' Weekly News. What more
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could be expected from such men ? Cannot they
to be the heroes of a hundred tea-fights ?

The nation’s drink bill in 1914 was (£164.463,00™
wonder how much of this was spent on “ eommun@®n'8j;;
And how much on lemon-squash in bishops’ Pda
country vicarages ?

It's cheek that does it 1 And of all cheek religh0®2*
is the cheekiest. At the Annual Meeting of the 7 jj
the Propagation of the Gospel, the other day, a sPegdja
the audience, “ Medical Missions are a part of thO s
What Gospel ? Certainly they are no part of "j{
Testament. The medical treatment there con318te pi'
prayers, faith—and more prayers. The sick we
treated by the elders, and they were to lay fj
them and anoint them with oil and pray over [ ':'?_
is all. We know that Christians do not practice
—that is, none but a very few, and the majority P
fools, and sometimes imprison them. But to be t®
treatment of dlsease by modern scientific methods i

--------------- Ayt f the".
is, as we said before, just cheek- -cool,
ligious cheek.

unappn

mag*

We need no other proof that religion isonitsl a it

this country than the simple fact that Bmyted WiF
slangy evangelist of America, has been inv

to come over to put new lifo into it. And Bi ~jji>
it, too—in a way—if he comes. He has a sp®

of making things hum wherever he goes. F°r 0™ i»y

would heartily welcome a mission conducted by

usual style. He would do our cause an enormou9 3
benefit. The Rev. Thomas Phillips, of Blooms® #jja®
testifies that the Torrey-Alexander campaign 1 filoE
1010 JyF
Diuy ounaay wouiu uo ic mucu greater u»*-“- 8 itl
offensive vulgarity of his methods he would re
higher degree than e7er, an object of ridicule.
------ y tfin
But we incline to the opinion that the ~e?ySt'
Sunday, D.D., ex-baseball champion, will no jj\0
island at present, because the War makes $11,
demands upon our financial resources. The j #
has within him the root of all evil—the
Last year he spent seven weeks at Scranton, w ;

and received £600, as a reward for inducing 1 mj, a(«e.k
the trail.” At Pittsburgh, in 1913, he reaped g toy
£9 200. Recently at Philadelphia, after an..e,,jttel-|1=
mission, there were upwards of 20,000 “ trad
Dr. Sunday was prevailed upon to accept the m je py.
£10,000. Evidently, soul-saving is immensely ™ pay-
able than baseballing; and the reverend gen “gtPIs( j,;
plans made up in the States to 1917, in the
remunerative game. Daring the last ten years
the recipient of £107,000.
—_— «

Bishop Taylor Smith, Chaplain of ttie \V
a meeting of the Religious Tract Society at tbe® ~ f p
London, said over a million cards containing pfaBcQ
been circulated among the British troops id
suggests tho “ Bread of Life ” a la carte.

c

Mrs. Creighton, widow of the late Bishop O pA
presided at a meeting of the Society for the ~ 0",
the Gospel in Foreign Parts, at Church HouO'a ® gpr
“ the strife among Christian nations must a p?
the eyes of people who did not follow , j[WA
lessons must be shown with greater clearness .ye8 6l
teaching cannot be enforced with high exp ' uQ)
and bayonets, the clorgy ha.d better givo the 1

N I~

Like so many religions ceremonies, Primr'g. 1S "
commemorates Lord Beaconsfield, who was
a flower-like character, was founded on a
Disraeli died, Queen Victoria sent a wre® ,,
with an inscription, “ His favorite ~oWV0J W9 tj
course, to the Prince Consort. Her all®& ™ @iJ ;
popularly, to apply to Disraeli. Henco th\oaO"jo *

N ad}

politician with the primrose, and the i8 f
Primrose League, one of whose objec
Christianity. " j
Dr. Lyttelton, headmaster of Eton, has 10 pe 7jifA
concerning his views of Christian ethicO gjf.f

Greek word for love signifies the feeling 0gp, 0% i,
for a boy, or of a father for a wrong beadO

severity sometimes.” This is very like t1 0
tiau conception of an Almighty Father

majority of his children.
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NOTICE.

The business of the

and of The Pioneer Press,
IMretly of 2 Newoastle-st., has been transferred to

Free%:hlnker

6l Farrmgdon Street, London,

To Correspondents.

h

5 * ", Honorabium Fond, 1915 —Received from March 15 :
P?Klﬁy acknowledged, £25 9a. 7d. Received since
kanej £55a . n Deakillf £5.—Per Miss E. M. Vance

1- Sutcliffe, 2a. Gd.; “W. F.,” 5a.; Thos. Stead, 2a.; Miaa
4det Baker, 10a. (id

J ® 11 (Hong Kong).—We quite share your view as to the
fZ i4®6by the work you name. But the Freethinker is the
g ti'nker<and it is our buainesa to point out flaws when we
G W, we hope, in all good faith and temper
"R r appreciatior! df this"gdget.
aisedi ~O)fidemial.”—We hope that this will he recog-
>djvO 8 you do not wish your real name published,
We tkinvlO *Yer>we are rather at a loss in the matter.
Galet / would find either Draper's History of the
b(rej0om ¢ ween Science and Religion or his Intellectual
o jijca ntJjf Europe very suitable to your present state
RHrg 'th " e oan_quite appreciate your hesitancy in ex-
h.3 to '"“jury by a too open avowal of Free-
quietly ibere are numerous ways in which one can
Saefound tf cause one is interested in, and you appear to
Hit thev a*,eaa* one such method. If every Freethinker did
RagtoJ oouid to help, it would soon be impossible for Chris-
'Bbdujg n tle Tuiet terrorism they wield at present.
Rteethin/ ~ou are not the only one who set out to correct
“‘Fnmin/ 38’ ®nded by becoming one of them. Given an

"Stable a? bonest disposition, that result is almost
~Church *8°ne reason why we welcome inquiry vand
linker pla”*s fv?ad We are pleased to know that the Free-

t8sGE  “et* ‘be Parfc b has in your mental emancipation.
lattet3°a , ou™ space compels us to hold over, among othei

> S161% of CanIIREY ST AL AP"aSadRRIASiony interest

i Ii’t’\éj_laSom rLeﬁﬁTléBeBmUéﬂeatéAAaon stree*
I& * t ]_‘ a ‘SilSOmm iS'»
~ Qnngdon8treot, Lohdon, E.G. .b».«b.

?id fot'iietsture should be sent to the Shop Man ger
C aress, 61 Farringdon-street, London, E.C., and no

cffiSthinfeer will ba iotwarded direot from the pnbfis
tit VvV PMt of the world, post free, at the fouowi
C V ¢Bal-°n® ye»*. 10s. 6d. 1 half year, 5s. 3d. .

Rasordl.
i5b ¥
M,c> t embrnarn,8 me against anything like work
eotit,0™ his °8, Oopportunity of congratulating
Wu®8»“ A GroofP]Onind an<J noble artiole last week,
°f hiy ho '/~ory.” | thank him from the
4tH so hia. t , 09* know he wrote it from the
Nelvd”~ing nf SO0.know, for it is allowed that |
OtQ a lifo a ~adg® those matters, that

(, Pknegy } rary point of view, the conclusion
b0 hard to beat.
hoods'l dison -ben’ and he tells me there is a

k e°iv!6 at t N °<? it
elgfuq_lve ’Qoun}e S. Con enrevr%e g‘aw?] trHX
\ Mil/ s™onial>a0 'n “ y ahsenoce. If they act

Ik~t * 8b h miokle,re tpanrel with anything they

»]erLat this mod_ 1 “ °Pi }° exPreBB
moment whe oafl come to

la person or not. It will entirely

¢l , uijhiu is to say, what

* a trai 1Uc matter. | have not
h&ate n; hOr a bus, and | do not know

Ivg£88¥ and In;%z/alliedo n\”{)\/b esM%{’

myself to the indulgence of my

M
“te
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friends, who will
Sunday.

I am very much improved in health, but I know
not yet whether | shall be able to risk it at the
Conference or not, whioh is a serious question— at
least, to me.

I leave the matter of the triumph of the Secular
Sooiety, Limited, to a future occasion, not feeling
able to deal with it now. G w _ FoOTEt

hear from me again before Whit

Sugar Plums.

We are sorry to say that up to the present the Secretary
of the N. S. S. has not received as many intimations as we
should like to see from Branches of their intention to send
delegates to the Conference. We quite realise that there
are special difficulties for delegates attending the Con-
ference this year, but that is only an additional reason why
those who can do so should make a special effort to be present.
The arrangements for the Conference are now practically
complete. The meetings—business and public—will be
held in the Queen’s (Minor) Hall, Langham-place, W. There
will be a luncheon arranged (at 2s. 6d. per head) for all
those who give notice of their intention of being present,
and it may be possible to arrange for a motor-'bns excursion
on the WIiit-Monday. Visitors from the country who require
hotel accommodation should write at once to the Secretary,
stating the exact nature of their requirements. We hope to
publish the names of speakers and other particulars in our
next issue.

Mr. Ash, our shop-manager at 61 Farringdon-street, says
he is receiving many congratulations on our behalf re the
Bowman case by people calling and expressing great interest
in the place. .

Mr. Lloyd regards “ Mr. Justice Joyce’'s judgment as simply
grand, and the grandeur of it was enhanced when he added
that he had absolutely no sympathy with the work of the
N. S. S.” We suppose the meaning is that it proved the
judge’s entire disinterestedness.

At a meeting of members of the Birmingham Branch
N. S. S., held on April 22, it was unanimously resolved:—
I That a vote of congratulation be sent to Mr. Foote on the
successful issue in the case of the Secular Society, Ltd,, and
the Bowman bequest, noting at the same time that such
result was largely due to his (Mr. Foote’s) foresight and
skill in the drawing up of the Articles of Association of the
Secular Society, Ltd.” Farther, the meeting hoped it would
not be long before Mr. Foote’s health enabled him to be at
work as of old in the several positions he holds in the cause
of Freethonght.

The Literary Guide, the organ of the Rationalist Press,
congratulates the Secular Society, Ltd., on maintaining its
legal security, but it does not mention the name of anyone,
not even Mr. Foote’s, which is a clever stroke of journalism
—in its way, and leaves nothing on our side to reciprocate.

Mr. J. Sumner, in enclosing subscription to the President’s
Honorarium Fund, writes:—

“ 1A Great Victory.” Mr. Cohen so heads his article upon
the result of the Bowman Case. A great victory it is indeed
for Freethought, and as it is so entirely owing to your own
forethought and sound judgment, allow me to congratulate
you personally. Permit me to enclose cheque for the
President’s Fund, and to apologise that this has been over-
looked until now. May | this time mark the ‘ great victory m
and my appreciation of its author, by making the cheque
five guineas instead of three, as last year.”

The good wishes of Mr. Sumner and others, with their
appreciation of what Mr. Foote has described as his legacy
to the Freethought movement, will, we are sure, serve as the
best of tonici to him in his forced inaction.

It may seem curious, but it is nevertheless a fact, that
Mr. Foote’s illness has prevented him from so much as
seeing his new premises. When he is well enough to visit
them, he will be the spectator of a novelty as much as any
of his readers.

The London Branches of the N. S. S. appear to have been
greatly affected by the War. All of them have some of their
most active members away in either the Army or the Navy,
and in the case of one Branch—Edmonton—more than half its
members aro away on active service. Still, they will nearly all
be engaged with their outdoor propaganda to-day (May 2).
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Finsbury Park starts at 11.15, Parliament Hill at 3.15, and
Regent's Park at 3.15. The Camberwell Branch holds its
meetings in Brockwell Park at 5.15, the Kingsland Branch
at 7; West Ham, at Maryland Point, at 7; and Bethnal
Green Branch, in Victoria Park, at 3.15 and 6. We hope
that all these stations will receive adequate support from
Freethinkers.  Further particulars will be found under
“ Sunday Lecture Notices.”

We are pleased to see that an attempt is to be made to
continue Mr. F. J. Gould in a field that he has made pecu-
liarly his own. A “ Gould Committee,” of which Rev. C. D.
Thomas is chairman and Mr. C. A. Watts treasurer, has
been formed for the purpose of “ maintaining Mr. F. J. Gould
in his efforts to commend to parents, teachers, and the general
public a type of moral instruction which may be acceptable to
all sections of thought and faith.” We presume that the
precise form these efforts take will be determined by the sup-
port received by the Committee. We sincerely hope that
the response will be a hearty one. Mr. Gould is far too
valuable a man to remain idle. He has a splendid record of
educational work, and the Committee, in inviting help to
further its object, cannot be accused of taking a leap in the
dark. Subscriptions are invited, and needed. The secretary
is Miss E. M. White, of 37 Park-crescent, Brighton.

In war-time many interests suffer, and, unfortunately, it
is the more serious and more permanent aspects of life that
are most affected. The distress amongst the more serious
writers for the Press, we understand, has been very keen
ever since the War began, and we are not surprised to
learn that a Committee formed for the purpose of helping
these cases, finds itself compelled to issue a public appeal
for funds. Really good writing is never overpaid, and its
authors consequently feel more quickly than any other pro-
fessional class the consequences of any limitation of their
markets. Of course, those writers who could turn their
minds to writing War news—of a more or less sensational
character—are all right, but it is those whose intellect is of
a different order that suffer most. And these, we venture to
say, are amongst the most valuable of the nation.

But for the War a rather large and, we think we may say,
important work by Mr. Cohen would by now have been
before the public. The book was quite ready for the market
in, and was indeed dated for, September last, but the War
compelled the publishers to hold its issue over for awhile.
It was then hoped to issue it in the spring, but the publishers
now inform Mr. Cohen that the state of the book trade—
as regards serious scientific work—is such that it would
seriously prejudice the interests of the work to issue at
the present juncture. Anyway, we hope to see it issued
by the autumn. -

From a Freethinker in the trenches we get the follow-
ing :—

9 We have a few Freethinkers here in my platoon...... Two
or three others have assiduously taken up the Freethinker,
and seem interested. Last night, in a huge barn, a man
uttered the usual story of Bradlaugh's recantations. | put
my spoke in effectively. It appeared to me | had the sym-
pathy of the audience.”

Too bad, this, after the Bishop of London had been and
found everybody seething with religious fervor. Miss Vance
is sending to this correspondent some leaflets that
may prove useful and, in their way, may be as deadly as
German bullets. But gaining new readers for the Free-
thinker while the guns are booming is “ Business as usual ”
with a vengeance.

The Evolution of Mammalian Life.—l.

{Continued from p. 262.)

At the period when the evolution of the horse was
occurring, another family of herbivorous animals was
developing length of limb and two-toed feet. The
antelopes, oxen, and deer are salient instances of
this transformation. And with these organisms,
several, in addition to acquiring greater power of
movement, also evolved further protection against
their flesh-eating foes by arming themselves with
antlers and horns. These weaponed animals are
all descended from hornless ancestors who lived in
later Eocene or Oligocene times. Step by step,
the development of horns and antlers has been
traced. These protective appendages in their primi-
tive stage resembled little spikes, but when Pliocene
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times were reached, they were beginning to*S;
into antlers. E'rom pointed spikes, origina
ployed to ward off or wound carnivorous
these horned weapons were slowly transformed »
organs serviceable for adornment or for nOO® £
combats between males of the same specie9
possession of the females, and as iasfcrnnae™
offence or defence during struggles for sURdjt
wihin tlhe famaly oOxouyps Nlvad this is | jp
explanation is evidenced by innumerable *C/dgd
the least noteworthy of which is the circunfiC
that these appendages are more elaborate *
the males, and are, indeed, sometimes entirely »
in the females. With the Oryx, however, & |, j;
that utilises its horns to defend itself
larger carnivora, each sex is furnished with o . jj
weapons. In some cases, utility was sacriDuflet
the sake of splendor. This is particularly * »
the extinct Irish deer, as may be seen iQ jt
specimen in the South Kensington Mnseojm
antlers of the male attained a width of tffe
and, albeit extremely beautiful, this adornm0 jjj
have seriously handicapped its wearer Wboﬂlq\is ijsﬂl
by man or by other carnivorous animals. tith
some oreature (Cervus giganteos) wa3 a0 n
native to many European lands, but its b®
was probably in the Emerald Isle, where it10l
of its skeletons in the peat deposits. a#
The Irish deer is sometimes spoken of a3 ~J);
but this description is certainly erroneous-
Smith Woodward remarks in his valuable )
Paleontology, the antlers of the animal, as WAl eahi:
conformation of its nasal bones, demonstr™)?,
the organism was a true deer and, ungneS
not an elk:— ©®
“ The true elk (Alces machlis), however, ~* jgtocy
temporary of the Irish deer, and during the”™ $9
Period, it had a much wider geographical I jIK
present. In Britain, remains of this animal, tw »
of the surviving Cervida, are known from many
ties, both north and south, and in Irelandi »° ml
are indications of a still larger extinct sped®
latifronB) in the Cromer Forest Bed.”

In company with the elk, the reindeer' L

at present.
the Alps and Pyrenees, and its fossil
plentiful in Pleistocene and even in
deposits throughout the British Isles. t i,

iilj

lingered in Northern Sootland as late as «”_{f"
century, when its few remaining rep
became extinct in Britain. The bo&s>
strictly confined to its arctio and gab-archl0 jjS
A further aspect of mammalian evolnhi00 W

trated by another group of horned “".'pis
powers of resistance depended on their B o0si
their massive proportions, and the t*13
toughness of their integument. 51b0

cattle and deer evolved organs of locomO n
enabled them to outrun their enemiQ0»,
heavy-hoofed ungulate animals develop6 9 ,
such thickness that they could somOt ds,
stand the fiercest onslaught of fang " &fic]
while the weight of their bodies becaffld :Q
to permit them to bowl over their®assa™ipot-1
afterwards orush them to death. ;\[R’?lam

is frequently ohosen as the most » N
of these powerful ungulates. This ma 9
scended frem an Bocene aneedtor nf of

to the Palteotherium, the anocient foref*v a4
horse. The Palseotherium gave rise ®@ i a
descendant, the Aoeratherium, whioh 00 do0,..}if
mentary fourth toe, and from this ani®ft ;0
by degrees, prooeeded the triple-toed rb -
to-day. »n OtKY
While these events wore occurring.
man of the rhinoceros had appeared w NG-
the same ggyﬁt_i_a_r]_deposits whioh have B
remains, an ‘early elephant, the
also been discovered. The fossil S fS ife K i
strange oreature, whioh Mr. Baadnell. tSarddi
has entitled Arsinotherium, as it was ul™ 0s>
the tomb of Arsinoa, an Egyptian prin
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N ird'a skull was three feet in length, upon” t(jeB
; cwneaa couple of lateral horns.  It< with a
reltsheavy feet, and its jaws ~ere forms a ™
aray of teeth. The Arsinothenom Beema
been born only to perish, as there is notn g
indicate that it left any descendants.

ant the same period, howeve,,

A.k © ea livin8 'in Ndo AT rlda/vas—r‘la%mga
y ugly quadrupe ose h «roved

£ 8ix thi’k horns, and it must b"eP t N

oSaa adversal to _any carnivoro nnjma a
"”sgb t attack M. ThiS many-horned al J !L;\

ytred Dinoceras and, despite its app o”™h
f enearly resembled the extant rhinocerc; VEno-

r ZRafld appearance, than the Egyp modern
S"®- f still closer approach T0 the modern

4k H °a ia Presented by the Titano”™ tbe living
> nwUnot animal>although larger tha“ the J
Sjte. "as characterised by horns of a simua
g tQe The remains of the Titanothermm wer

¢ vesed in the Lower Miocene deposits of D fota.

a similaP

%g% I3 ESFi
ern [leggm@‘]fhe wooly rWinocerUS welt—in

iddto sfed f°pe and Asia during the Glacial Epooh,
| farnB have been discovered in Siberian

Wﬂmﬂuv ““ HEY RORBS BF HiS 8X@Mot form
®es vail» pRoned from the gravels of BYEsAD

el AP Anllifdpftganism-3 - -a This
I%[j(\(l(~ rr#wceros was the proud possessor«
TR ese- long.  dds sitigite Homm wias ity

t3ad)Mi ead whereas the modern animal hears

_Tre &K ag0 on his snout,

it 2y of the EvblGtion of tb=

dHal tBautly been worked out with Doasjy
; Maty of the obstacles_whioh P

ini~ed the Palseontological investig ffiost

ktop°ta to establish the pedigree of
and dooile of

quadrupeds have been com-
by the researches of Dr. C. W.

tQSej%PeéqlrI,ral ful |nquules were conduoted

"7 °ve

beriv® UT Vlewi which Dr. Andrews named
A/~ animoi A Was a big-footed, five-toed, short-
78l i¥s conc.f-tWeh Provided with teeth. Its fk-'-4
G ewldt) , muted the primitive form of the uj..
otga nolar el°’Pbant’s trunk, while the animal’s
T verv rs ee™h were strikingly similar to those
iggh® McoritkJanced elephant, the Mastodon.
iGiw -“ceriom, or some nearly related prgan-
"h6 p"16 trr]%& ogenitor of the earliest Mastodo

& ~h ons. hese ancient elephants
L‘m ’t:;eco an a We” -grown horse, hut their
\ aeeP hantnarrQwer and longer than those
ani h'ng j* *~® animals previously referred to.
Nia# i now k ~hO0 more primitive Mcorith-

heeth hg 8f.n rOduoed in number, while its
tst, yd ttWo Nerappsaiied, and its incisors haal
ft(Pau bythe p QGacll iaw- The couple of incisors
K 63 so al®omastodon in its upper jaw were

Ui . tPEy ba ~rm busks. All these muouifi-
egarded as decidedly progressive

K V Qr80meti8tage’ alfcbough the Mediterranean
?bertria®of tj, . me been encroaching on the earlier

.didoes Europe was still united by
48075 g a kravell*™ A%*ca® The Palceomastodon’s

over these connectlons |nto
o
o NEKEDERP

lern convifenn] aoch kavy ek

»w-Ns i, 71 Bramed8ience. in Mieeene times in

vA'Nal’n °0° . Eurthor changes now set
fcNly att ineroOrtl8lling teeth wore reduced in
iS>tul ¢ea8ed in efficiency, while its ex-

reached a higher stage of

»tNabtB etrabau-,devOloped into Palmomastodon

»ogSbel*ed OnF7 .~ Q four-tnsked, long-jawed
eTv°n intn iue 8C0One- The transformation
t‘iti “~ren nu. modern elephants was ac

S ‘h, iIQ Chicf changes :

tta lost, a®a jaw was shortened, the lower front
>with their disappearance, the pro-
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jection of the lower jaw disappeared, and left it as the
short jaw of the elephant; second, the tusks on the
upper jaw were greatly increased in size and strength,
and pointed outward, and thu3 became of increased use
to the animal, by enabling it, like the modern elephant,
to dig up the dry river-beds during times of drought, and
thus obtain water ; and, at the same time, as the tusks
grew longer, the bones of the face were shortened, giving
the skull the flat-faced form of the elephant.”

The final modifications whioh completed the de-
velopment of the elephant were dental in character.
The Mastodon had fewer teeth than his predecessors,
but it was reserved to the living African and Indian
elephants to carry one molar tooth only in each jaw,
and these two teeth are the most efficient crushing
organs the order has ever possessed.

The Mastodon is the parent of the Oriental ele-
phant, while that extinot hairy elephant, the Mam-
moth, is a near relative, as the marked similarity in
their dental structures clearly shows. In pre-historio
times, the now departed Mammoth lived in great
numbers in Northern America, Europe, and Northern
Asia. It abounded in the valley of the Thames, while
immense herds of these animals dwelt in the countries
which are now covered by the North Sea.

The teeth of these organisms constantly become
entangled in the trawler's nets in these waters,
and very much to their detriment, if the swearing
fishermen are to be trusted. Th9 Mammoth, as
it was well protected from the elements by its hairy
coat, inhabited England when the Ice Age had given
way to less frigid, but still intensely cold conditions.
Early man in Prance and Switzerland was acquainted
with it, as the celebrated Mammoth tusks, with
designs of the animal upon them, sufficiently prove.
One of these drawings is so life-like that its reference
to the Mammoth is apparent at a glance.

Thus the pedigree of the elephant has been com-
pletely established. And we now possess the farther
knowledge that certain side-branches of the main
stock failed to adapt themselves to their surround-
ings, and were, in consequence, incontinently elimin-
ated from the roll of life. These unsuccessful efforts
to create a kingdom were shown by the evolution of
several elephant-like organisms that proved barren
to posterity. For example, the Dmotherium of the
Mioeene Period appears to have been developed from
the Palseomastodon, but it was unable to surmount
the struggle for life.

The line of descent whioh ultimately evolved the
contemporary elephants proves that the animals
gradually increased in sizs. On the other hand,
the members of a group whioh varied from their
more progressive relatives dwindled in size to such
a degree that they deteriorated into mere baby-
elephants no bigger than dogs. These diminutive
ungulates have been found fossil at Malta. Other
Mediterranean Islands, whioh at this period were
being more aud more enoroached upon by the sea,
have yieidad similar skeletons. The remains of
pigmy hippopotami are from time to tim9 unearthed
in Cyprus and in Crete. It is contended that these
African animals were originally stranded on the
islands of the Mediterranean, as these were severed
from the continental areas by the constantly in-
creasing power of the waves. As the islands became
more and more circumscribed, inbreeding, in con-
junction with the ever decreasing food supply neces-
sitated the lowering of the standard of size.

These examples serve to illustrate the part played
by the changes in the distribution of land and water
in the evolution of life. And the more our knowledge
increases concerning the areas ooonpied by floral and
faunal organisms, both of the present and the past,
the more do we realise the immense modifications
whioh our oceans and continents have undergone
throughout the various geologioal periods whioh
embrace the genesis and development of organio
nature. So far-reaohing hava been these ohanges of
land and sea, that great land surfaoos now separated
by wide oceans have in times past possessed “ con-
stant or repeated opportunities for the oommingling of
their faunas.” Nevertheless, this partial reservation
mast be made, that South America, and, above all,
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Australia, have been subject to greater isolation than
the remaining land masses. T p Palmes

{To he concluded,)

Religion and the Masses.—lII.

(Concluded from p. 268.)
The following conversation occurred two years
before Shaw wrote Pygmalion, between the writer
and some railway shunters :—

“You have a new foreman in your yard?”

“ Ay

“What's he like?”

“ Oh, he’s no damn good.”

“Why, what’s wrong with him ?”

“ Everything. He's a - Christian, that's what
he is,” and the speaker looked at the questioner as
much as to say: that sums up the whole matter; I
can’t say more; whilst the other men grunted assent.

The exponents of Christianity themselves, driven
reluctantly onward by advancing ideas, are largely
responsible for the decline of faith. The contro-
versies over the Bible, the doubts cast on parts,
the views of advanced theologians, the discussions
on interpolations and forgeries, the battles raged
among scientists, rationalists, modern Christians,
and old-fashioned Christians, rumors and echoes of
these, daily increasing more and more, reach the
working classes. The old, plain, dogmatic statements
are abandoned, and replaced by disquisition and
metaphysics. Heaven is no longer up above the
sky, nor Hell underneath the earth. Then where
is it? asks the plain man. Christ did not descend
into hell; he went to the place of departed spirits.
He did not ascend into heaven; he departed we know
not whither, and his spirit is somewhere. All this
sort of thing perplexes working men. They like plain
understandable statements. It must be all or nothing.
It is rapidly becoming nothing. Metaphysics and
theological philosophy are incomprehensible to the
man in the cloth cap, so he cuts the Gordian knot
by disbelieving altogether. Professor This or the
Reverend That has doubts of some doctrine, or
reinterprets it; the majority abandon it entirely.
The modernising and so-called rationalising of Chris-
tianity have rendered it unintelligible to working
people, and they leave it strictly alone.

Many religious people blame men like Robert
Blatchford and agencies like the Secular Societies
and the Rationalist Press Association for the
subversion of faith. But the workers are very
pronounced in their tastes. They would not
read and «believe Robert Blatohford unless he
appealed to them. God and My Neighbor alone has
sold in hundreds of thousands. The masses do not
read under compulsion, nor for fashion. They read
what they like, and what they do not like is taboo.
Hence the works of the Blatchford school and the
Rationalist Press Association are read in millions,
whilst volumes of apologetics and theology rot on
the shelves, and make moan amongst the booksellers.
Such a huge output and consumption of anti-Christian
literature is hound to make a difference to working
class thought and belief. But do not forget that
Everyman, the Home University Library, and other
excellent and cheap series of good books have sold
in millions among the people. The toiling millions
may be rough and blunt and plain-spoken, but they
are not ignorant or foolish. They are shrewd and
cautious, they are beginning to think, they are
struggling for knowledge, education, and truth, and
will get them, and woe to them who stand in the way
of their getting the light. And the workers suspeot
that the Churches help to stand in the way.

“ By their fruits shall ye know them" is a Biblical
injunction much observed by the working class.
Amongst them there is a belief that they are not
fairly treated. They hear of increased wealth, and
they want some of it. They see luxury, opulence,
and extravagant living. They notice also idle and

THE FREETHINKER

MAY

N

licentious pleasures pursued unchecked —
buked. They are conscious also of wgjfi »
injustices, of conditions which bear kg8.Lji
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of ease and idleness prominent in religi’D |it
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ey
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This is a praiseworthy improvement vyis,
troversy over Home Rule, and redeem”™"i*
debate from the highly objectionable
sectarian wrangling. . eBedy
This absence of religious rancor i° eQba jj
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that way now. But the general “Ye°”~s, ~
a very wide tolerance of religious y
avoidance of denominational weapon E0aN
fighting. Politios are politics nowWw Qotr
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question will be settled independenty vyjeV
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and father never take any interest i® "e /
0

progress in Soripturo lessons, but t 4,
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Only a few years ago a Presiden

Union of Teachers exolaimed 10 yOpi '

theologian blocks the way.” Eduo ‘ip
of knocking him, the theologian, » -V fe
trampling on him, but failed to 'tbO.LO](V
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high and dry. New interests a I V
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the scientist have quite 8°Eea®6, .I:
Psychology has replaced theologr™at

now on what the child can do, n° *jjk j/
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interesting thing in the world. Leof\$

It is marvellous how far the Pej fori®
have gone away from the organ'8
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“ Guten Tag, Kamerad!” The Almighty smiled and nod-
ded. *“ It gives me great pleasure to see you here,” he said
politely; and then added, after a pause, “ Well, you seem to
have been the cause of rather an uproar down there. |
have had some Belgian refugees here who seem to be rather
indignant about something.”

“ My army,” said the Kaiser, “ had to violate the neu-
trality of Belgium because we had it on absolutely unim-
peachable authority that the French were about to' attack us
across Belgium.”

The Kaiser broke off, for a sudden darkness seemed to
fall on the whole room. But it was not dark long. A
bright ray of light thrown, it seemed, by some celestial lime-
light, fell across the scene from the neighborhood of the
Almighty’s head.

The Kaiser naturally stepped forward into the limelight,
but a strong hand shot out aud pulled him back. The room
quickly got light and the limelight ceased to fizzle. The
Kaiser turned a puzzled and angry look on the owner of the
restraining hand, the man with the auburn hair. Under
cover of the angelic chorus which suddenly broke out in
praise of God's infinite wisdom, the archangel Michael—for
the owner of the aburn hair was he—whispered testily into
the Kaiser's ear, “ Don’t you see that God winked 1”

1 But I heard that the French army was quite unpre-

pared,” continued God, when the angelic chorus had at last
ceased.

“It is the duty of a great and warlike nation to be
prepared lest neighboring nations fall upon it,” said the
Kaiser in a pulpit-like voice.

“ That sounds like Bernhardi—or the Bible,” remarked
the Lord thoughtfully. “ So you were prepared ?”

“ Yes, thank God, we were !'”

“ Don’'t trouble to thank me,” said God lightly ; |1
hadn't anything to do with it. And the French were

unprepared ?”

" Unprepared, as a degenerate nation would be!”

“ And yet they fell upon you 1 What fools these mortals
are,” mused God.

There was a long pause, which allowed the Kaiser to miss
the point of the Almighty’'s remark. Having done so, be
confidently expressed a wish, which always has, in his case,
the force of a command, that God would crown the German
arms with success.

“ 1 always have, and always will, foreordain that victory
shall rest with the victorious,” pronounced God, ex
cathedra.

And surely anybody can see that ex cathedra pronounce-
ments like that are infallible.

On his way out, tbho Kaiser, who was unescorted now, came
across St. Petor sitting at the corner of one of the golden
streets studying a three-months-old Daily Mail. St. Peter
smiled weakly at the Kaiser: “ 1 have nothing else to do
now so | am reading this,” he said.

The Kaiser seemed anxious to talk, so St. Peter politely
laid down his paper.

“ It's a very old paper,” he began, in a deprecatory tone of
voice, “ but, you see, things are not very punctual here. It's
a case of a thousand ages ago down there being as yesterday
up here. But you seem as though you wanted to ask
something.”

The Kaiser felt almost human when St. Peter talked to
him, and in a confidential tone of voice he began to ask
about tho wink, and other things that pnzzled him abont the
Almighty. St. Peter looked well around him before replying,
and thou he droppod his voice. “ | foel I can be frank with
you,” ho said ; “ the truth is, that we havo long recognised
that God is not omnipotent, and yet still appearances must
bo kept up. That wink, for instance, has to bo stage-
managed. It impresses some people; but, of courso, you
are on a different plane altogether.”

Tho look of reverence in St. Peter’'s simple face was so
obvious that the Kaiser felt a glow of satisfaction stealing
over him. “ Truo ; did you find that out at once ?” he said,
in a pleased tono of voico and with an indulgent smile.

St. Peter, by way of reply, took up tho paper and read an
account of the bombardment of Scarborough and Whitby.
“ So soon as | read that,” he said with enthusiasm, “ I
knew 1"

Tho Kaiser locked somowhat uneasy, as if he wore afraid
that St. Peter was going to taunt him with allowing his
ships to fire on non-combatants. At the bottom of tho
Kaiser's heart there was a little human feeling of regret
that 110 was going to lose the friendlinoss of the only friendly
person he had mot in honvon. He had grown almost to
like St. Peter. But St. Potor went on : “ It was just like
what lawyers call 1Acts of God.” Tho innocent were
destroyed instead of tho guilty. Anybody could tell you
woro a God after that!”
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday
and be marked “ Lecture Notice ” if not sent on postcard.
LONDON.
Outdoor-.

Bethnal 'Green Branch N. 8.S. (Victoria Park, near the
Bandstand): 3.15 and 6.15, L. B. Gallagher, Lectures.

Camberwell Branch N.S.S. (Broekwell Park): 5.15, W.
Davidson, a Lecture.

Kingsland Branch N. 8. S.: 7.30, J. W. Marshall, “ Precept
and Practice.”

North London Bbanch N. 8. 8. (Finsbury Park) : 11.15, F.

Schaller, a Lecture. Parliament Hill: 3.15, Miss K. B. Kough,
a Lecture. Regent’s Park : 3.15, F. Schaller, a Lecture.

West Ham Branch N. 8. 8. (outside Maryland Point Station,
Stratford, E .): 7, E. Burke, a Lecture.

PROPAGANDIST LEAFLETS. New lIssue. 1. Christianitya
Stupendous Failure, J. T. Lloyd; 2. Bible and Teetotalism, J. M.
Wheeler; 3. Principles of Secularism, C. Watts; 4. Where Are
Your Hospitalst R. Ingersoll. 5. Because the Bible Tells Me
So, W. P. Ball; 6. Why Be Oood? by G. W. Foote. The
Parson's Creed. Often the means of arresting attention and
making new members. Price 6d. per hundred, post free 7d.
Special rates for larger quantities. Samples on receipt of
stamped addressed envelope.—Miss E, M. Vance, N. S. S.
Secretary, 62 Farringdon-street, London, E.O.

LATEST N. S. S. BADGE.—A single Pansy
flower, size as shown ; artistic and neat design
in enamel and silver; permanent in color; has
been the means of making many pleasant
introductions. Brooch or Stud fastening, 6d.
Scarf-pin, 8d. Postage in Great Britain Id.
Small reduction on not less than one dozen.
Exceptional value.—From Miss E. M. Vancil,
General Secretary, N. S. S., 62 Farringdon-street, London, E.G.

THE LATE
CHARLES BRADLAUGH, M.P,

A Statuette Bust,

Modelled by Burvill in 1881. An excellent likeness of the great
Freethinker. Highly approved of by his daughter and intimate

colleagues. Size, 6™ ins. by 8 ins. by 4J ins.
Plaster (Ilvory Finish) .. 3/-
Extra by post (British Isles): One Bust, 1/- two, 1/6.

The Pioneer Press 61 Farringdon-street. London, E.O.; or
Miss E. M. Vance, Secretary, N. S. S.

All Profits to be evoted to the N. S. S. Benevolent Fund.

THE seg

SHE PEEEITHINKEB

Mat %I

America's Freethought

THE TRUTH
FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT, IfW'gj,
CONTINUED BY E. M. MACDONALD,
G. E. MACDONALD w
L. K. WASHBURN " E ditorial bo>
Subscription R ates. j®
Single subscription in advance — -" 0]

Two now subscribers . & 5®
One Bubsoription two years in advanoe €
To all foreign countries, except Mexioo, 50 cents per ~ s
Subscriptions for any length of time under a year "r]G
5 cents per month, may bo begun at any *° <f

Freethinkers everywhere are invited to send for W
which are free.
THE TRUTH BEEKER COMPANY, n
Publishers, Dealers in Freethought Boo < (4}
62 Veset Street, New

Determinism or Free
By C. COHEN.

Issued by the Secular Society, & '
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CONTENTS.

I. The Question Stated.—IIl. “ Freedom " and
Consciousness, Deliberation, and ChoicA.—IV.
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SOCIETY

Company Limited by Guarantee,

Registered Office— 62 FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.O.

Chairman of Board of Directors—Me. G. W, FOOTE,

Secretary— Miss E. M. VANCE,

This Society was ormed in 1898 to afford legal security to the
acquisition and application of funds for Socn'ar purposes.

The Memorandum of Association sets forth that the Society's
Objects are :—To promote the principle that human conduct
should be based upon natural knowledge, and not upon super-
natural belief, and that human welfare in this world is the proper
end of all thought and action. To promote freedom of inquiry.
To promote universal Secular Education. To promote the com-
plete secularisation of the State, cto., etc. And to do all such
lawful things as are conducive to such objects. Also to have,
hold, receive, and retain any sumB of money paid, given, devised,
or bequeathed by any person, and to employ the came for any of
the purposes of the Society.

The liability of members is limited to £1, In case the Society
should ever be wound np and the assets were insufficient to cover
liabilities—a most unlikely contingency.

Members pay an entranoe fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent
yearly subscription of five shillings.

The Society has a considerable number of members, bnt amuch
larger number is desirable, and it is hoped that some will be
gained amongst those who read this announcement. All who join
it participate in the control of its business and the trusteeship of
its resources. It is expressly provided in the Articles of Associa-
tion that no member, as such, shall derive any sort of profit from
th~ Society, either by way cf dividend, bonus, or interest, or in
any way whatever.

The Society's affairs are managed by on elected Board of
Directors, consisting of Dot less than five and not more than
twelvs members, one-third of whem retire (by ballot) eaoh year,

. , a Y
but are cupabie 6f ra-eiection. An Annual GB  pep
members muBt be held in London, to receive

new Directors, and transact any other busmes 83' -y
©S>—- j_,_ -] Hncnlar Sg

S AN
administrationT No objectidineof Y kind aMf Rt it

connection with any of the wills by whbiob * fIStla
already been benefited. i03

The Sooiety's solicitors are Messrs. HaU2Xer
Rood-lane, Fenohuroh-stroet, London, E.O. ’ft |

A Form of Bequest—The following 15>, r
bequest for insertion in the wills of testa*Ol .tf/J
“ bequeath to the Secular Society, Limit®® tece\ e$5
* free from Legacy Duty, and | direct that O a0d,arj *

“ two members of the Board of the said Soc”ijjoo®’ ]
“ thereof shall be a good discharge to my :
said Legaoy.”

Friends of the Sooiety who havo rememb®.r® ,;,0
or who intend to do so, should formally °°

the fact, or send

(if desired) treat

but it is advisable.

their contents have to bo established by @

a tiivjv
N>



>ir

mil

i1

tof

N PX

= ND’

"MTIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY.

President: G. W. FOOTE.
:Miss E.M. Vano*, 62 Farringdon-st., London, 3.C.

a Rirades adl Ageds
M ««» teaches that conduct should bo base on reason

leagdl xt knows nothing ot divine guidance or
JA,IOn-a! it excludes supernatural hopes and fears; i

#MRLS ~PPiness as man’s proper aim, and utility as his

.--'».ansin affirms that Progress ib ° ?,1 nossiflaiibrefiys

" eity, which is at once a right and a S ~ . tieedom of
‘o remove every barrier to the fullest equal

J”t, action, and Bpeech. ,»a0l0led by reason
mlarismdeclares that theol inc aohievous, aud
*Xpersts{Pons an tb expercl)che as E(r%scmev
0'13}* aa the historic enemy of
ctilatiBia accordlngdy seeks to &ISP i Q rationalise
L&ydw%\? sestablish _religion, to
raeaia 'wo]]?011I0N peace;

superstition; to

to dignify labor; to extend

~People, bQm85and to realise the self-government of
as a member on signing the
Ak desi:
~te to loin the atlonal Se%ul« a’ ? ™ rate iu
myaelt, if admitte member, to
Magits objects
L T—
44d« M ---------
Occupation s M|,
®«ted thit------ a
o*.* day o/.«.» ....... .190..
v/ i3Bc3lation should bo transmitted to the eor -
'iaSSiSd-«ofTwow a -fs B !

> > la left to fix his own subscription Mcora
treaiiaand interest in the cause.

k T. Imrediae Practical Oftjests =~ Fee

whW artUm ol Bequests to Seoular yol 0
SOCIetles for tHe Maintenanse aAd P Etbe m(

%g%@ﬁv % &?ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%rg‘ ”,fﬁgfﬁ’fé'- ohurches

lflratlo
étion T in_order th*
Abolltlon of the Blasphemy Subyj , With
taay bo canvassed as freely ns other su
CW ’V\er%rtg AR Y RE Bisend of the Sta»
U T ? England, Scotland, and Wau». Bible Beadm
N N N\ N
BitioR WD ethdNRAILIAR21®85ta | P7oNts supporte
tI™~Vning el allendowed educationalinsti-uHO
V . aadyouth of all classes alike-. tbO free us
4 & gation°l m» laws interfering . andth

Iture an LibiarlO1

unicipa

R & i o PUIRES RIS AP RS

i*ANan~& se.LaWR espeoialUy to §eour

on. 71d|v0rce a and ncife, and a reasonable liberi
»al et 1

1,\ p?&t. mav a* -bo le8al statu3 of men and women, e

ths te°tioa  ° ‘udependont of sexual distinctions.
MNatn,P0&d of th, 1dren *rom all forms of violence, an
I0tHan  .abot, f.s who would make a profit out of the:

jShooa &Phit '~ OTeditary distinctions and privilege:

il -- aatago«IBtio to stice and Mmuma
I Mgevo g Ristle
iVita liforfn/.vIl AUE* uud wise moans of tho (
aua_extioa masse8 of the people, especi-..
>ar,j . W —0 insanitary and inoommodio
0i open spaces °a? SBsw'uie
I0a8g, and the deJeJloratlfo °*a* [IJ_,anif
qt* »usy, ~ thoright and duty of Labor t W

1t~ '6gal nr*}an* ueonomical advancement, r.u
BEMDnbstulL®“Qotl°u in such combinations. pOnisl
>1WwC E ? °ltboideaotReform tor that of Pumsi

H  QPlacet, \m®ut ol criminals, so that ga aetentioi
N N At oLN-Nutllisation, or jven of rnete, deten'io

v i~ ~ fe N inteU6°tual, and moral elevation
V tS ion o.Qldwv?itb anti-social tendencies.
, moral law to animals, so«  ° »

5§ s\ vibitiacal ~eadeblWdd oigabAs age  HbhBr
S u tikm*o* War in the settlement of «

FREETHQUGHT PUBLICATIONS.

Liberty and Necessity. An argument against
Free Will and in favor of Moral Causation. By David
Hume. 82 pages, price 2d., postage Id.

The Mortality of the Soul.
With an introduction by G. W. Foote.
postage id.

An Essay on Suicide. By David Hume. With
an Historical and Critical Introduction by G. W. Foote,
price Id., postage £d.

By David Home.
16 pages, price Id.,

From Christian Pulpit to Secular Platform.
By J. T. Lloyd. A History of his Mental Development.
60 pages, price Id., postage Id.

The Martyrdom of Hypatia.
sarian (Chicago).

By M. M. Manga-
16 pages, price 1d., postage £d.

The Wisdom of the Ancients.
A beautiful and suggestive composition.
from Is. to 3d., postage Id.

By Lord Bacon.
86 pages, reduced

A Refutation of Deism. By Percy Bysshe
Shelley. With an Introduction by G. W. Foote. 32 pages,
price 1d., postage J3.

Life, Death, and Immortality. By Peroy Bysshe
Shelley. 16 pages, price Id., postage id.

Why Am | an Agnostic? By Col. R. G. Ingersoll.
24 pages, price 2d., postage £d.

Bible Stodies and Phallic Worship.
Wheeler. 136 pages, price Is. 6d., postage 2d.

By J. M.

Utilitarianism.
tant Work.

By Jeremy Bentham. An Impor-
32 pages, price Id., postage id.

The Mistakes of Moses. By Col. R. G. Ingersoll.
Only Complete Edition. Beautifully printed on fine
paper. 136 pages. Reduced to 6d., postage 2id.

The Essence of Religion. By Lndwig Fenerbaoh.
“ All theology is anthropology.” Buchner said that “ no
one has demonstrated and explained the purely human
origin of the idea of God better than Ludwig Feuerbach.’
78 pages, price 6d, postage Id.

The Code of Nature.
ful and eloquent.

By Denis Diderot. Power-

16 pages, price Id., postage id.

Biographical Dictionary of Freethinkers—
Of All Ages and Nations. By Joseph Mazzini Wheeler,
355 pages, price (reduced from 7s. 6d.) 3s., postage 4d.

A Philosophical Inquiry Concerning Human
Liberty. By Anthony Collins. With Preface and Anno-
tations by G. W. Foote and Biographical Introduction by
J. M. Wheeler. One of the strongest defences of Deter-
minism ever written. Cloth, Is. ; paper, 6d., post Id.

Defence of Freethought. By Col. R. G. Ingersoll.
64 pages, price 2d., postage Id.

Rome or Reason? A Reply to Cardinal Manning.
By Col. R. G. Ingeraoll. 48 pages, price Id., postage Id.

PAMPHLETS BY C. COHEN.

An Outline of Evolutionary Ethics. Price 6d.,

postage Id.

Socialism, Atheism, and Christianity. Price Id.,
postage id.

Christianity and Social Ethics. Price id.,

postage id.

Pain and Providence. Price Id., postage id.

THE PIONEER PRESS,
61 Farringdon-street, London, E.C.



288 THE FREETHINKER MaY.2.

THE BIBLE HANDBOOK

FOR FREETHINKERS AND ENQUIRING CHRISTIANS-

BY

G. W. FOOTE and W. P. BALL.

NEW AND CHEAPER EDITION
Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.

WELL PRINTED ON coobp PAPER AND WELL BounbD-

In Paper Covers, SIXPENCE—Net.

(Postage I£d.)

In Cloth Covers, ONE SHILLING—Met.

(Postage 2d.)

ONE OF THE MOST USEFUL BOOKS EVER PUBLISHED.
| #
INVALUABLE TO FREETHINKERS ANSWERING CHRIST

THE PIONEER PRESS, 61 FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.C.

PIONEER PAMPHLETS

Now being issued by the Secular Society Ltd

No. |_BIBLE AND BEER. By G. W. Foote.
FORTY PAGES—ONE PENNY.
Postage: single copy, $d.; 6 copies, 1jd.; 18 copies, 3d.; 26 copies 43. (parcel po3™

No. II.—DEITY AND DESIGN. By C. Cohen.
(A Reply to Dr. Alfred Russel Wallace.)

THIRTY-TWO PAGES—ONE PENNY.
Postage: Single oopy, Jd.; 6 oopies, I£d,; 18 oopies, 2£d.; 26 copies, 4d. (parcel P°

No. Ill_MISTAKES OF MOSES. By Colonel Ingersoll.
THIRTY-TWO PAGES—ONE PENNY.
Postage: Single copy, Jd.; 6 copies, 1{d.; 18 copies 2Jd.; 26 copies, 4d. (parcel P°

IN PREPARATION.
No. IV_CHRISTIANITY AND PROGRESS. By G. W. Foote.
No. V.-MODERN MATERIALISM. By W. Mann.

Special Terms for Quantities for Free Distribution or to
Societies.

THE PIONEER PRESS, GI FARRINGDON 8TREET, LONDON,

Printed and Published by the Pioneer Press, Cl Farringdon-street, London, E.C.



