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U'0!(W be well if nations and races coÛ
feir qualities; but in practice, when they oo

^  other, they have an eye to nothing 11
—R. L. Stevenson.

The German God.
5EfqRE the War broke out, and ^bilo thô  Ger ^  
~®peror was on good terms wit - a Bjncere 
n?^1 ke was very widely advert a Bible
n̂stian. He bad confessed that be 1 ftU im.

bedside at night; bo c0.n8?lb ;t3 teaohinga ; \ Atant occasions; he guided his life y anybody
X  "» ™  . 11, b„ M e l  ‘  W

'¿ read the Bible and donbt its P „tian world,
,J  ¿Served recognition from the religion0

't was freely given at the time. n nBed it
^circulated the glad tidings, cle iI f ® ftlBBr ^as 
v j,largely in their sermons, and t Chris-
2 et?dwth King George as cxample £ q£ 
J f  J  In high places, set there for the coniu

• ¿en came the War; and the thorn in
^  S religi°UB iervor’ b(T m° a They would have of British Christians. _ y a Christian,
bittWked to iorget that the ̂ ' ^ T  that aspect of 
the r c°old not well be done, r  -giB pro-

tcpt well to the to
and speeches briatlod with rel«reD 

othr 4nd Bm' " ’ . .OICIIBU“ 0 uU. . ___-  ” ‘ *ntion So twom W 'T  aPP0als to religion0 c° avl aiÿ declared
the ̂ ! ana wore adopted. The one aa quite nn-
w  aiaer to be a hypoorite, which - ncer0  abont
» M e ;  tor if there is one thing to

4 i - r>ib iB hiB reliRion- talk generally
theth'ng aboub the KaiBer’ bat„  5 Materialism in detm Ptevalence of irréligion and renounced

to aBBert that Germany Î  asBumed that altogether, leaving it t "b e  assume
C ^ w a y  or other Freethought was respo

-  served amilitarism. This, ̂ °attention fr0®.
W W W  ; it served to d̂ e. ing majority 
JJChnrttaQlty of the overwhelm' g ancient
> ans, and it turned the blame on 

w? ot religion—Freethought. a third Pla '
ff. et this, and more recently. ° a really wer 

to admit that the G erm an s^  oivillBed 
~~aB religious, that is, as . 0wn. Ifc 

C ^ B-h u t they had a religion of religion,
w ,.° t  Christianity ; it was quite

Qnly to Gerr—8(1 upon *■-0i a to witn rTQany- And a11 Christians were 
^otho, *°n tain J5-88 bbB demoralising oonsequences 
r.el°Ped iieliSi°n. m!“ 8 .Christianity and following 

*h a rec^nf “ !B is the line of argument de- 
T-'ts „ * Which t. arbl°l.e *n the Daily Mail, in the 
ltV8et r 8°me 8 ,^ r£ter, perhaps unconsoiously, 
k *8 hg0d> he rd„ er. important truths. The 
b’h't 8 Brhn alonR̂ .u "  *8 the god of nobody else. 
1 8'set> Ufice of . hat his altar smokes with the 

8 om. of slaughtered ‘ -  -^ , o^ oidu uenbub........j-io ah tuo
fk^ta nnity that bis rnler- So remote is he

beasts....... He is the
*8 tLQ44&8 ^ V. ."w *UiCi* icuiuuo *o no

ieau3 8Psak8 J f. lllinliS with the Kaiser’s 
th6ab ia th0y,a Proof bhe Kaiser’s voice.” But

1 >hQt,8ht?iiierGnce0v, rfemoteneas from divinity ? •<C3 ts 0j Rn ê between a man who speaks
and a god who speaks theGod

thoughts of man ? What assuranoe have we that 
the Bishop of London is voicing the thoughts of God 
more accurately than is the German Emperor ? The 
one preaches a message that suits the Christians 
this side of the North Sea; the other preaches a 
message that suits the Christians on the other side. 
That is the sole distinction between the two. And 
if Bishop Ingram belonged to Berlin instead of to 
London, he would have been just as fervent on the 
other side.

Long ago, says the Daily Mail the Germans re
nounced Christianity— which is a discovery quite in 
accord with the Harmsworth traditions. And having 
renounced Christianity, they promptly established a 
new god, and ono who is responsible for all that has 
been done, thus:—

“  It is their god who stood by and smiled when 
Louvain was burned to ashes; who saw, without dis
approval, we may suppose, the ruin of Belgium; who 
has whispered in the Kaiser’s ear that his cause would 
be furthered by the sacrifice of children and the murder 
of non-combatants. It is their god, too, who has 
inspired the insensate passion of hate which to-day 
rocks all Germany in the cradle of madness.”

Certainly, if Germany has a god, whether it is the 
Christian God or some other, he has stood by while 
all these things were being done. But why blame 
the German god ? The Daily Mail is on rather 
dangerous ground, although we daresay that its 
nature may not be very apparent to thailfaiZ readers. 
On the British hypothesis, the German god is pure 
fiction. He has no real existence. There is only 
one genuine Deity, and that is the one that Britons 
worship. It is, then, really he who stood by 
while Belgium was beiDg ruined, while Louvain was 
being burned, while children were being sacrificed 
and non-combatants murdered. That God, at all 
events, did nothing, is still doing nothing, and will 
keep on doing nothing till the end of the chapter. If 
he did not inspire these things, he permitted them ; 
and permission, with the power to prohibit, is next 
door to commission. It is really dangerous work for 
Christians to go round in this manner blaming gods 
— particularly when the god they blame is believed 
to be non-existent, while the God they worship is 
declared to be the creator and ruler of all things on 
earth as in heaven.

And why, after all, should not the Germans believe 
that all they have done is consonant with God’s 
will ? Surely God does not change, and in the 
Bible, which forms the common text-book of English 
and German Christians alike, and which English 
Christians still declare must be kept in our sohools, 
lest the nation goes headlong to ruin, it is not hard 
to find parallels to Louvain and Termonde. What of 
the God— not the new German God, but the old 
Christian one— who said ?—

“  Now go and smite Amalek, and utterly destroy all 
that they have, and spare them n ot; but slay both man 
and woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, came 
and ass.”

Or of tho God— of the British Christian— who 
said ?—

“  And when tho Lord thy God hath delivered it [the 
city] into thino hands, thou shalt smite every male 
thereof with tho edge of the sword. But the women 
and the little ones, and the cattle, and all that is 
in the city, even all the spoil thereof, thou shalt take 
unto thysolf; and thou shalt oat the spoil of thine
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enemies -which the Lord thy God hath given thee.......
Of the cities of these people which the Lord thy God 
doth give thee for an inheritance, thou shalt save alive 
nothing that breatheth.”

Really, the Kaiser does not need a new God in 
order to obtain sanction for the worst of the offences 
that have been charged against the German Armies. 
The old one is quite adequate. If anything, the 
Kaiser’s action has fallen far short of the example 
set by the “ God of our fathers.”

Here, again, is quite a gem from the Daily Mail:—
“  The Germans, like all savages, have made their God 

in their own image. They follow in their worship the 
crudest kind of anthropomorphism. Their God is not 
only a man, he is a German ; he is not only a German, 
he is a Prussian. The Emperor William is not far 
removed from those who bow down before sticks and 
stones.”

These be brave words! A Freethinker can agree 
that, on the whole, they are true words; but for 
a Christian they are very dangerous words. They 
suggest things; they invite comparisons, and that 
is always dangerous to religion. Naturally, the 
Germans have made their God in their own image. 
What else could they do ? Has any god ever been 
made by any different method ? What is the God 
of Englishmen but a reflection of the character of 
Englishmen in general ? That is really why we are 
carrying out God’s will, and why the will of our God 
is different to that of the German’s God. What is 
the essence of what is somewhat facetiously called 
the evolution of religion, but a rechanging of the 
national or tribal god in terms of a modified national 
or tribal character ? Look at the God of Russia, of 
Spain, or of any other nation. They are all reflections 
of the people who worship them. That is why each 
nation recognises its own God as the true God— they 
merely discover themselves, and therefore feel quite 
sure of the good will of their deity.

Of course, I agree that the Germans— so far as 
they are religious— are savages. That is because I 
believe that all religion is fundamentally savagery. 
Religions are not a product of civilised times or 
of civilised nations. People inherit their gods, just 
as they inherit their kings or their rudimentary 
tails. But they do not create them. Disguise it 
how we may, refine it how we may, the idea of 
a huge, overmastering personality, oreating and 
governing the universe is a conception born, in 
germ, in the brain of the savage. If it had not 
been born there, it would never have been born 
at all. Civilised people do not discover gods, they 
discard them. And that, again, is the reason why 
even a Christian can see that the gods of other 
people are made by man, fashioned in the likeness 
of man, and that their worship is akin to the worship 
of savages. He is looking at their gods from the 
standpoint of civilised common sense. When he 
looks at his own god, he forgets his science and 
his civilisation, and relapses to the mental view
point of the savage. Then it is the chance of the 
other man, and he returns the criticism with interest. 
Perhaps, one day, each will discover that the truths 
which apply to the gods of other people, apply with 
equal truth to his own. And when that day arrives 
kings and kaisers and governments and peoples 
will no longer be able to veil with the cloak of 
religion the character of their own motives and 
aims. The world will be saved from that duplicity 
at least; and the world will, I believe, be all the 
better for the change. c< ConEN<

The Cant of Humility.

“  H u m il it y  ” is a prominent Bible word, and has 
always ocoupied an exalted position among Christian 
virtues. St. Augustine assigned to it the highest 
place of all. A Christian is a person “ clothed with 
humility.” It is said that “ God resisteth the proud, 
and giveth grace to the humble,” and there imme
diately follows the exhortation, “  Humble yourselves

of * re*ä:
B l *

therefore under the mighty hand of God, 
exalt you in duo tim e: casting all your fare ^ 
him, for he careth for you.” We are now P i 
sion of the whole Biblical and Christian docu 
humility ; and knowing it, we are not in £“e jjt 
surprised to learn that at an early period there 
into being the cant of humility. Uriah Seep >  
natural product of Christian teaching on thi 
ject. To make any virtue the condition ‘ 
other than itself is to defile it. Even_ ^ 
alludes to a mock humility that prevailed w ¡̂j! 
(Col. ii. 23), and which he condemned a3̂ :; 
morally unwholesome. Is it not, indeed, 8 ^  
deolaro that the great majority of Christian- ¡til- 
nothing but a show of humility, without t 
stance ? On their knees they all alike abaa0̂  
selves most shamefully, calling themselves all 
of opprobrious names, such as miserable -- ^  
worms, a seed of evil-doers, children that » it; 
rupters, and hell-deserving rebels; but they 
really mean what they say ; it is merely a ba 
have got into while addressing the Supi'ea113̂ ^  
In the practical conduct of life they are f a ^  
assertive and self-seeking as others who n0V ¡¡¡tyP 
their professions. That is to say, their bn ^
purely a religious or pious virtue which has,11“ jje!; 
whatever in their secular affairs. Like Una ^  
in David Copperfield, under a cloak of the r53°S 3jabnt; 
humility many of them conceal the most ,u u m u io j i  u i a u j  uj. uuolu u u u G o a i ouw - f  0*
malignity, as their attitude and treatmen^ ¡: 
believers, for example, so conclusively 
reality they are not, but pretend to be, Lor0 ' (6s-̂ 
humility being an emotional religious pro £e9fliv > ; 
nothing more. Of course, a few are gen0ia„,v,lei

believers, for example, so conclusively
’ lUlu“
afess

• t ° i *is, constitutionally and by training—DU 
these we wish to say nothing at present.- -• - -• --  ̂ 0 --j- Jig W,

Christian workers, specially clergymen, 
rious slaves to the oant of humility, 
apparent suooess crowns their labors they y/- 
with ostentatious emotion, “ Not unto S '  
not unto us, but unto thy name give S'°r̂ ’ -\
mercy, and for thy truth’s sake.” Well °^gBy 
member hearing an exceedingly popn*®r’ 0f r 
preacher, now deceased, describe the re80. . ^ , '  
own work at the close of a thirty years’ ®in ¿jp’ 
the following scriptural words : “ This is “ 
doing; it is marvellous in our eyaB\ -0a of fj 
equally well-known living minister, speak1 » ^  
great prosperity of the church under bis ca ;0K; 
that most of the glory belonged to the tj '.j,$)•. 
Far bo it from us to cast suspicion upon the  ̂pjf  ̂
of people who attribute their sucoess to 0h9raj, 
source; but a necessity is laid upon os
uuuou iuou cud ujuu goiuu u* —- . (\c**
is cant ? Carlyle, in his French Bevolut^/ 
thus : “ Cant is itself properly a donble-d1 p0s 
the second power of a Lie.” It is donbU ̂ eIjt 
to repeat a lie so often, and with such a jt i* 
phasis as to get to believe it to be trn0- a 
misfortune to have come into contact ivi

ss1'ÿ
&

iV0Í;¡e<-

on more than one occasion 
read that God chooses some

tutional liar, whose word on no subject v? ^  »s-\ 
bo relied upon; but we are not prepay0 , vf® L,» 
that this person is a conscious 
known him to condemn lying m very ca ,.-0t

"  Even 1» yV fi
------  ------ --------- ---------------  __me pe°P‘e,uers 9V
(Isaiah lxvi. 4), and that he sends 01, ¡i 
delusion (2 Thos. ii. 1 1 ), with the resOnr<ji0f! t* 
believe a lie. Such being the oase, aoo g0o#a ,0 
high authorities, it is by no means n3rer0 b °V  
infer that Christian workers generally a 0y #  p 
of tho conviction that whatever success  ̂ .-n a
is the Lord’s, whose fellow-workers they ^  fa*D $ 
It is beyond question that what is enti e t® f  
tho intellect is not seldom norfectly,th9 intellect is not seldom perfectly “ 
emotions when superstitiously train0“’ 
know by a bitter experience to be a ¿t, °%t t 
emotionally believed to be true >s 0 îi;®0 K  
aocount, any less a lie. There are 01 
people who emotionally cherish beli0̂  jpay  
dare not rationally look in the faoe. ' \>e
experience when we say that beliefs 
the feelings after they have ceased to
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J &11 cost 
reason.”

man, cling to and follow your feelings 
they are far more reliable than your ̂ -- AUIJ. JLUU1.V &W*J.UIk>AU WUUIU J WM*

see that  ̂ Bimo, however, we had begun to 
faijehn  ̂ ab the intellect has once rejeoted as a 
emotion Cannob Nmg retain its hold upon the

Now al a trnth- 
'k .i-^ h at we i_ --I wnat we maintain is that what is o a ^  

fustian, or God’s work, is exclusively ma“ s n>9> 
H  that success or failure in it is equ ?   ̂ ^

is absolutely nothing supernatural abo 
point. When a man asserts that ^  ha0

born again, and that a super 
process of sanctification is going on 

, t is an egotist of the worst type. He may
Coring under a delusion sufficiently dense him v ”Bn J.« -

r». til
There 
Ji any 
teen
??tnu.
H  he

to uelieve such an nor -we
83 this world is conoerned, and ne ., sup0rior to 
c&n go beyond it, he is not one ^ i t  supe ^  ^
ons who has been sarcastically „„tardy noble 
e.Qtlre'y excellent Pagan, or as an 6 . . .  in the 
Atheist. In other words, there is him
t Ranter of an average Christian avera»e non- 

Put in a higher category th,a°  ^ n o t  botolcen 
nstian. The facts of human li interference.

sy form or degree of snpernatu-. never do any 
hereupon, it follows that Christia ■ go iar as
r® or degree of supernatural work, thev con-^  make such a claim for themselves, they__ - J. v-»X UUULUOUl r UDj i/udj

SeW ea!^ 'un0Qns°iously play the hypoorite to them- 
hig 8 ' hy should a minister of the Gospel attribute 
PUy.w es® to supernatural agenoy any more than a 
Pulpit Dm Parker accomplish more in the

V: aa Sir Henri? T».Tri*.r* U5.3 «— 4-u« o T*~*&a his” a0 S*r Denry Irving did on the stage ? 
Power , araiaatio, oratorical gifts, his exceptiitt,«» ‘ 0 Dlnvo V.- . -move his hearers

It
exceptional 

emotionally, that, set

ss AS j j t t  among theatrical performers. Pat an
the R„?_P°íplt.» however pious,

Pat an m- 
or however- u « « *  urod°r0 be . - a  Holy‘ Ghost he may be BnpjojS to be,

I» ^ 8 ’Will inevitably prove a J S S S
pu,be Pulpit, on the stage, and on V

»  ie the men who can stir and sway 
alcm 61}0̂ 8’ -whether legitimately or il g re.
apj.^ho turn out brilliant sucoesBoa m the

m & h0Uld a Preaoher sail .and0r falj® a0p°reacher haa ft than an actor, or a politician ? H  P
ahgp*- time in 8-1------- ’g Q p  — V I t l m n  !  . ,  * —  I T  — — M / u  *  * J i  M l ¿ I X U U I U U C i

iuft|r>ee of tho • 0 Pulpit, he puts it down to the
E ^ ln e  hrfi070a funm V» Í n cmiln vtrvrrAk*. 4-~.
> 1  
h i
Purely- sot into“

ÍÍ vtion, a sluggish live ’a politician 
—ouic congregation. I f  an 80 n^nce, he holds 

to get into touoh with his a misfortune.
Qu'wv.nptxiral oauBea responsible bimSelf apar
h^tiat grounds does a minister tQ p\ay upon
u m others whose profession it ^  Q0d Per‘
W ’? otl°nB ot their fellow-beinS instrument of

miracles of grace through plausible
Stionaily  slender gifts there ̂ ould he^ ^  t

êR&CmioD oi the preaoher s olai » h j8 aeter- 
min'3 >  success or failure of a cailing
ioaaP4n ̂  the degree of qoalifioatio neVer by his

^  the occupier of the Pa J? a\ents of some 
sotUv.1  ®?'oaHed spirituality, i t  ,  Vbia {ftct places 
the vj, t  invariably spell success, ana tho a0tor,
thsuniv -̂61 Prooisely on the 6ame e persistently
*Uw\lclan- ur the musician, thoug ^P^y regards
ti®se\tto aohuowledge it. H e still . raBted vritb: a 
®saa„n as a man apart, who is en aQd life,
aud i ?  hQm and about another easage by a 
eapetnp? 18 inapired to deliver that q c a9Berts 
that ral being of omnipotent po^ • , Goa unto 
i8hsUpT,aa a Gospel which is the^pow ciaim, in 
Bpihn of he keeps reiterating '  ̂ minorityH e b l thB .fact tb it onw a miserable'a

thattt-^e o» Ir'oualv ir uuiy a miserame minority 
tiS' back!he faot thnT l . affect8 a gl°win8 optimism 
O  W 8 apon 1 ; t:18 fellow-beings are turningji hejn̂ _ him, hn.vl»>« I_J. „11 in.having lost all confidence in 

Picture Palace is permitted to 
is 01 Stmday, however spaoious it 

ur°^ded to excess, and many are

UQOrn 01 it I a on

turned away, whilst churches and chapels in its 
vicinity are, most of them, more than half empty. 
No wonder the preacher is afraid of competition. 
Where would the Chureh be if theatres, music halls, 
and cinemas enjoyed the same Sunday privileges as 
itself ? Standing on his imaginary pinnacle, the 
preaoher says: “ Hands off; Snnday is mine; my 
Lord has fenced off this day, and given me the 
sole monopoly of i t ; all others who imagine that 
they have a right to ply their worldly trades on 
it are wicked interlopers, enemies of God and man, 
and I protest in the name of my Divine Master 
against their getting any share at all in my saored 
property.” We hold that the time for such a 
protest is past, and that all the preacher’s claims 
have been disproved, even hy the results of his own 
work.

The preacher’s humility is thus a subtle and sinister 
form of pride— a claim to immeasurable superiority; 
but both the quality and the quantity of the work he 
succeeds in turning out show both the pride and its 
claim in a most ridiculous light. In all directions he 
is being found out and thoroughly discredited, and 
the curious thing is that he does his utmost to 
discredit himself. With one breath he assures us 
that God is supreme in this War, and that because 
our cause is just he will certainly give us the victory, 
and with the next he cries, “ Enlist, eniist, enlist,” 
as if all depended upon having an abundance of 
trained men at the Front. He says, “  Pray for 
victory,” as if God could easily give it u s ; but 
French’s demand is for “ Shells, shells, and still 
more shells,” as if there were no God in the business 
at all, and the issue were to be determined by the 
might of arms well direoted. The truth is that the 
talk about dependence and trust in God is the 
emptiest oant, and that the progress of the world 
is being seriously retarded by it. Let us shake 
ourselves free of all mock humility, and recognise 
that all needful reforms and reorganisations, all 
conflicts with tyranny and injustice, must be con
ducted by ourselves, and in our own strength alone, 
or not at all. We shall win the War only on con
dition that we possess and exercise the strength, 
skill, patience, and perseverance which so terrible 
a task requires. The law of battle is not “ Trust 
in God and keep your powder dry,” but “ Keep your 
powder dry, and see to it that you have enough of it, 
as well as a sufficient number of well trained and 
strong-nerved men to uso it.” j  rp LIOyD

The Great Lying Church.

“  It ia a lie—their priesta, their pope,
Their aainta, their God, all they fear or hope 
Are liea, and lies.” —Robert Browning.

U n t il  it was announoed in the newspapers that the 
ban of excommunication had been withdrawn, few 
people remembered that the King of Bulgaria had 
been under the ourse of the Papacy. Excommuni
cation has lost all its terrors to-day, but it was 
formerly a sentence under which kings and queens 
quailed in terror. The freethinking Napoleon, it is 
true, laughed at i t ; the Protestant Queen Elizabeth 
was aotually strengthened by i t ; whilst Viotor Em
manuel II. of Italy, who was outcast from the 
Catbolio Church for a deoade, got fat on it.

The real power of the Pope’s decree of spiritual 
outlawry was shown in the ages of faith. King John 
of England, knew what excommunioation meant. 
When Innooent III. hurled his thunderbolt all wor
ship ceased in the land; marriage was interdioted; 
the legitimacy of ohildren born in wedlook was in
validated; there were no baptisms. Even the dead 
lay nnburied on the ground. To remove the curse, 
John had to surrender his crown and take it again 
as a gift from “ God’s Viceregent,” who retained 
Ireland as a fief.

The spread of Freethought was the great solvent 
of the Papal power. There was a time when the
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Catholic Church was libaral. It once had its ration
alists, its scholars and thinkers, who found her bor
rowed mummeries and stolen creeds susceptible of 
mystical interpretation. The ignorant, evangelical 
party gradually prevailed over these, and extermin
ated them by fire and sword, rack and gibbet, leaving 
themselves more ignorant and bigoted than before. 
Gradually the whole Church was made over into 
their leprous likeness.

It required centuries to produce this result. The 
very triumphs of Liberty of Thought contributed to 
this end. Every Christian who became a Freethinker 
assisted the process. The more brains that were 
drawn out of the Church, the more did the huge 
mass part with its intellectual leaven, and tend 
to flatten and harden down to a mere mass of 
ignorance and intolerance. What constitutes the 
obstructive character of the Catholic Church is the 
abyss which now separates it from the highest intel
ligence around i t ; the live, alert intellect of science, 
and the more less stereotype of dogma.

There has been of late a revival of interest in the 
Catholic Church since the Romish party in the 
Church of England has become powerful. The 
Ritualists have not done all that was hoped by them
selves and dreaded by the Evangelicals, but they 
have secured a firm held, and the Archbishops and 
Bishops have not the will or the power to expel 
them. It is now quite certain that there is a strong 
body of the Anglican Churoh who play fast and 
loose with the authority of the Church. At this 
hour there are covered by the banner of the English 
Church men who hold the extremest doctrine of the 
freedom of the individual, and men who are willing 
to Bubmit to the utmost doctrine of priestly control. 
How long will this divided house stand ? That a 
large and increasing number of Anglican clergy are 
coquetting with Rome has caused a flatter in the 
doveootes of Catholicism. The Pope has hopes of 
reconverting Great Britain, of reimposing the yoke 
which a previous generation threw off. The wish is 
father to the thought, and the Pope is a dreamer of 
dreams impossible of realisation. The great hopes 
of Catholics, so far as Great Britain is concerned, 
are stillborn.

The English people will never as a people submit 
themselves again to the tyranny of Rome. They 
will never as a people permit the cesspool of the 
confessional. They will never as a people submit to 
the poisoned weapons of priestcraft; its hypocritical 
affectations of a celibate life, its tyranny in the 
home; its officiousness in public affairs; its menace 
at the death-bed. Priestcraft had not a safe seat on 
English shoulders, even before the days of the 
Reformation. In the days of faith and ignorance 
the power of the Catholic Churoh was great; but it 
finished with the yellow glare of the fearful fires of 
Smithfield. It was never as unquestioned and un
resisted as in Italy, Spain, and France. There is a 
wholesome tendency to rebellion in British blood. 
It shows itself whenever any especially arrogant 
claim on obedience is heard, as King Charles I. and 
James II. knew to their cost. The Catholic Church 
may do its worst. Her dreams, promises, and 
threats ar9 idle, and this country will escape her 
clutches.

Knowledge expands in search of new light, and 
feels energetically after fresh truth. The most 
powerful Christian Church is still entombed within 
the covers of the Hebrew Scriptures, a salmagundi 
of riotous Oriental imagination. Men ask for the 
bread of knowledge ; the Catholio Church offers but 
the stone of theological superstition. The Church’s 
teaohing is no longer of any practical use. The daily 
miracle of her altars is as unbelievable as witchcraft, 
and the passage of the years will make it less and 
less interesting. The Catholio Church represents 
but a backwash in the book of knowledge. The 
great river of human thought rolls on, and bears 
us further and further away from the spiritual bug
bears of the past, further and farther from the 
shadow of the cross. Mimneemus.

Missionary Converts.—II.

(Continued from p. 267.) •
“ These spirits are all malignant, so he [the 4 

deals with them just as he would deal with a bad 111110 ¡#]■
he was desirous of managing.......Naturally he ne' jfci
sure of them ; he sees that you may sacrifice to & %̂ t- 
years, you may wrap him up—or more properly SP ^  
the object in which be resides—in your only cloth 0^  
nights while you shiver yourself ; you and you1 c f jj 
and your mother, and your sister and her childre0’ 
hungry that food may rot upon his shrine ; and y®"> } 
hour of dire necessity, the power will not come and 8 
—because he has been lured away by some rl0^eI, ? evioS': 
yours. You white men will say, ‘ Why go on be1 ¡ji 
him th em ?’ but that is an idea that does not e pit 
African mind. I might just as well say, ‘ Why c| ^ nse otf 
believing in the existence of hansom cabs?’ where v
hansom cab-driver malignantly fails to take you yo: 
want to go, or fails to arrive in time to catch a . ojjjy 
wished to catch. The African fully knows the 11 ĝ ! '  
his fetish to fail, but he equally fully knows its P 355-!' 
Miss Maky Kikgslsy, Travels in West Africa (1898), PPĵ  ^

“ When the Norsemen accepted Jehovah
cease to believe in Thor and Odin, but they renounce  ̂ti! 

1 favor of the higher new God and the preferred tk<l O l V U l  KJt. U U O  U l j j U C l  X I u  VV VJI U U . U iLiU . U1AO p i v . ----- . . m

gion. Thor and Odin continued to exist, beconv b  ̂,11 
minds of the people the enemies of the new faith ^  the 
who professed it. Just so the Eskimo still belie'’® j,eiied 
spirits of the old faith and all its other facts, ana 11 ^ (e 
all the Christian teachings on top of that. t>';
ceased to have faith in the heathen things, but ¡¡j;«1and

hav« tee”ceased to practise them because they are wicked 
one’s chances of salvation. The familiar spird3 jnirnic9* :j’ 
renounced, but they still exist, and are in genera.I1 ^  h*'j 
the new faith and angry with their former patron3 
renounced them.” — Y ilh.ialmuk StefanssoN, JnV 
the Eskimo (1913), pp. 424-5. ,jj (i

Religious people are so confident of the '^„»3 
the religious faith in which they have been ¡ 0  
that they are perplexed that people â °a.hBi é  
from them— like the old lady who held that , $ 
was not a Primitive Methodist because he 
been properly “ argued with.” . 3 oï|

These people think that the missionary D‘jg3 3r 
to go to the heathen and tell them bow ® „tel 
silly their beliefs are, and show them the ‘ 0 „{ifi 
able riches of Christ ”— to use their ^  jfcf1; 
term— for the heathen to straightway *̂s°gflsiiy y 
old superstitions and adopt the new a9
changing a suit of clothes.

As a matter of fact, it is no more easy to ^  j#  
savage from his ancestral beliefs than it 0.c»fe, 
the beliefs of those brought up in the l 
higher religions. For instance, the Esk1®^ ¿¡9rj 
that the shaman— or wizard priest, the 
between the spirits and the people— have .^e, ■; 
of projecting themselves to a neighboring 
a far country, to the sun or the moon or t 06#| 
of the sea. This flight takes plaoe in &b ® ^  jjif  
of the people, but, says Stefansson, “ usual y jf 
in winter, and in the dark of the moon• ^ 0 .  
takes plaoe from a dark room. So that tb  ̂
are entirely dependent upon sound for ^proprli’i 
place ; and the shaman sees to it that in .
sounds are produced to indicate he is rlS 
air, and also when he is supposed to ho 
And, Stefansson observes,—  e,tieS\̂ f

“ every man and woman yon meet ca® e »1*. ¡cf 
genuineness of the spirit flight, for they "  fl0Cl) y .  
present when it was done. Besides tba*i f.tf 
are a matter of common knowledge 
Yon might as well try to convince an jjjg ^¡¡i1 
balloon flights have never been taken 1 jjj»t 
Isles as attempt to persuade an Eski® ¿ep ‘ ^  
flights have never occurred in the Macken 

One day, when Stefansson was exP^gnJ 
Eskimo that there were mountains on tb 0jj’®

*** . h0* .4!describing other characteristics of the |je* (ii 
face, the aooount did agree with the °Pia 0̂e^lV 
his listeners, and they asked him how h® p 
things were so ? Stefansson says:—  „ I0< > ;

“  I  explained that we had telescope9 a 
masts of ships, and that through them f
thines on the moon's surface. ‘ But had „rid ...P

was a s k e y > :
things on the moon’s surface, 
over been to the m oon?’ I  .... 
replied that no one ever had, they said

Stefanason, My Life with the Eskimo, P?
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thev v|3aVe an^ 101°SCOPQS as long as ship’s masts, yet
to th bave tnen> and truthful men, too, that had been
and H moon’ talked about there and seen everything,
all d 6? come hack and told them about it. With
tbonoU tuerence 'i0 H*0 ingenuity of white men, they
to hf w ,  a,l'.un3er the circumstances the Eskimo ought
rp0o.j-6” er Stormed than white men as to the facts regara1Ilg thQ moon<
are P eo.em to you that these we havo described 
°nsht t s.ot^'nai:y and untenable views, and that it 
bold th° an easy thing to undeceive the men who 
reii„i0 em.’ bld ’ t you have ever tried to change the 
ooincid 8 V1.ews °t °ue of your own countrymen so as to 
that o 6 Wdb ^our8' you will know that the knowledge 
(Pp. 406*7) thr0D8h taith is not an easy thing to shake ” Stfif * * /*

tQch anSSPi .a^vises those who want to appreoiate 
Bti(]lis}lrn ^ “'tude of mind to read Mark Twain’s 
re°aarks-̂ ?i aj\ -̂le ^curt °f King Arthur. As he truly 

^  oome as a surprise to those 
Undergoes ,“~ark Twain as merely a humorist— “ he 
43 few oth m3nd3 °t the intellectually primitive 
^ade o , e!:3 tiave done — even of those who have 
? ;kiu)0 of 8u°h things.” And he found the
LQ8tifyit)e fu°:£a.y ^ ink>“ g the same thoughts, and 
? et> of jr- ein *a the same manner, as the English- 
■Nain, nrD̂  Arthur’s time, as described by Mark 

“ If oreover> he continues: —
the EbkT WCre trj! *° displace frorQ the minds cf 
Would g 'J? 0 SDCh beliefs as we have described, you 
Would an âs t have found upon occasion) that you 
in bis cCaeê  no better than did Mark Twain's Yankee 
Israeli *ns,a . aoa*uet Merlin. But if you concern 
teachin,, W^b unteaching of old beliefs but with the 
Son. The 0ne8, y°u will find an easy path before 
badictorv .T. mo already believe many mutually con- 
^bilo thev \ID̂ S’ and they will continue believing them 
thin» voii f accept and devoutly believe dvery-
Arcti0 ; 6acb them. They will (as the Christianised 
they ns ■. 'U3l° aro in fact doing) continue believing all 
°n top nf 0 believe, and will believe all the new things 
strong p ?at- The belief in the spirit flight is as 
^bristianif Harrow after more than ten years of 
after rnore^i&8 *be belief iu witchcraft was in England 

. ilxaotl fk tllaU 6̂n centuries of Christianity ”  (p. 407). 
s? ^est Afn’6 Satne t'bing is noticed  by M iss K in gsley  
“ t?ary tench’1* v? l̂ere the natives absorb the m is- 
j? f-1 the Af ; D^ and com bine it w ith  F etish ism . 
tha doriC£,n ?an’ w bose m ind has been soaked in 
:in v° ‘ce of i? f '.8, e.arfy> m ost im pressionable years, 

Q Com— . e “l8u is a lm ost irresistib le w hen afflio-tloVe100 hiSC0lil68 tnft* 7»*° aj‘UJUBl irresiBOiDie wuen amio- 
te„ w°rn oQf inm' And the convert, “ when wearied 

Q̂°'l0. and h contr.onting things that he cannot 
thp QrDs bank ,18aPP°'nted by unanswered prayors, 
i?e..r®ligion v, , 0 p*s old belief entirely, or modifies 

A30>aodir 3,8 been taught until it fifca in with 
C * e  hay® ^ n a l ly  absorbed by it.»*
Pdp'°t> in So„fntl0aed’ wben Stefansson left the 
effQj^ited, iq êtcber, 1907, the people were still 

P̂1̂ 0 of several years of missionary 
last *sklhent i>n bQ r°tm’ned in June, 1908, to his 

®' jjj*. ®y bad been Christianised to the 
ring an Eskimo house, Stefansson “I, *

c fbeae newy.^08f hem whence he got these prayers 
Wp'i^^utainR f 6a3’ ? n<l  be said that they cam 
8rtifVetSê  in th°m Acfzebue Sound, brought by 
Vii,; , 'Uativ pfR ? U0W religion and the possessor of a
k_ °b this -  tt0,ent nravnrH T l,»  k»»t m M »r nf all

came over 
a man

Qo&t. ,u‘a man Payers. The best prayer of all 
has us „  a0 brought and tho most useful, our 
kilL?Sed it the fi ° i°  ôr car*bou. The Colville people 
Was tias ^anv P,rai y°ar with such success that they 
Work ee years a« °U as ^ ey had any need for. This

By th~ tti a1'- Xh' T  th!s y0ar ^  had seemed to be of 
0tlt bn P^Uallv u.nf'ug had been very poor indeed, 
^en’s .had teen i'1? m*8b 'ng efficiency of this prayer 
fhei,. * t|Hes n£1(j f°  suppose the prayers, liko white

Us a° Well an<̂ . *ast year the prayer had not
j,  ̂ L  this ■\7ftn.Y« if. liad onomorl fr» Y*o nf

' « P'VJ.P i - Sea . ,, “X I 'wwu . “ W ..u u  1.U..U

fkly Wo! e®ciencv°on?r which tbey briug’ badfbe w 0te out onu°i- y while new, and no doubt gradu-
Dl<i r0uyi °au s'carn i bnally became useless. (This, by 
i’ as tt§1°c > for it ° y be sai(l to be in the terms of the 
6lted fkgieafer ;+cWas belioved that the older a charm 
>tas. ‘beit e 8 Power. They had apparently trans- 

180 J ¿n101100 with tho white man’s shoddy 
0 realm of his religion.) Now that

ey, n est African Studies (1899), p. 12«,

this prayer, after three years’ use, had lost its power 
over game, our host inquired anxiously if we did not 
know a good one from the Mackenzie Biver missionary, 
of the general efficiency of whose prayers the Colville 
people had heard much. I  knew no such prayer, and 
neither did Natkusiak, but Akpek announced he had 
a fairly good one. When this fact became known, the 
village lost interest in the two of us in large measure, 
and concentrated it on Akpek, who was feted and 
invited about from house to house, always followed by 
a crowd of people eager to learn from him the new 
prayer, to have it ready for the caribou hunting in the 
spring ”  (p. 416).

Thus Christianity was accepted because its prayers 
were considered to be a new and powerful kind of 
magio, by the use of which they could exercise 
influence over the animals they hunted.

Again, the missionary teaching, says Stefansson,
“  ’ All our knowledge is from God,’ they understand 

to mean that Christ, who represented God on earth, 
personally instructed ua in all arts and crafts. Gun
powder and field-glasses are wonderful in their way, 
but the Eskimo does not see why he should be con
sidered behind tho white man just because Christ 
taught the white man how to make these things. Ho 
did not happen to teach it to the Eskimo, which is the 
misfortune of the Eskimo and not their fault ” (p. 427).

An Eskimo named Ilavinirk remarked to Dr. Ander
son that it was a pity they had killed Christ so 
young, and added :—

“  ' Yes, it is a great pity ; for the missionary has told 
us Christ came to all the people of the earth, and he 
never came to the Eskimo. I  suppose that must have 
been because he visited the other countries first, and 
had not yet found time to visit the Eskimo before he 
was killed.’ This shows pretty cloarly what Uavinirk’s 
idea of Christ’s having come as a messenger not only 
to the Jews, but to the Gentiles also ”  (p. 423).

The missionary finds no difficulty in teaching the 
Eskimo the miraculous stories in the Bible. As 
Stefanason says, most things have a supernatural 
explanation, and this implies that few things have 
natural ones.

“ It would surprise most of us to see miracles hap
pening all around us. It is not so with the Eskimo. 
They expect them continually, and when anyone tells 
of having seen or heard of a miraculous thing there is 
only unquestioning belief, for it is but the narration of 
an expected occurrence and an ordinary one ”  (p. 403).

In another place he remarks : “  The days of miracles 
are not yet past among any primitive people, and 
new miracles happen on the shores of the polar sea 
daily, but more especially in the dark of winter ” 
(p. 891).

Stefansson says that there was a time when he 
thought he knew the meaning of the word “ savage,” 
but sinoe then he has lived with people who dress in 
skins, live largely on raw meat, and never saw a 
white man until they saw him ; and the net result is 
that the word “ savage ” quite lost its meaning for 
him, and he would prefer to describe them “ as 
1 childlike,’ because the word is truthfully descriptive, 
and not odious ” (p. 890). Of the disastrous altera
tions in their mode of living, brought about by the 
missionaries, and the effect of the Sabbath taboo, 
we shall deal with in our next. w  M\xn

(To be continued.)

Famous Freethinkers I Have Known.

George William Foote,
Thinker, Orator, and Leader.

There is a general impression among a certain 
section of the British publio that nearly all the 
leaders of thought in this country, and men of dis
tinction in advanced movements, come from the 
North of England. That, however, is a mistake. 
George Jaoob Holyoake came from Birmingham, 
Charles Bradlangh was born in London, and George 
William Foote, his distinguished successor in the 
position of President of the National Secular Society, 
made his first appearance on tho stage of life at
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Plymouth, in the West of England, on January 1 1 , 
1850.

Mr. Foote was born of Christian parents, but early 
in his youth he began to doubt whether Christianity 
was true, and in a few years he satisfied himself 
that it was an old superstition, unworthy of credence. 
By careful study, wide reading, and independent 
thought, he soon developed into a pronounoed Free
thinker and took his place among the leaders of the 
Freethought movement.

When I first saw him he had undertaken, as a 
young leoturer, to answer an address that was 
delivered one Sunday evening at the Hall of Science, 
by Dr. Geo. Sexton, M.A., on “ Spiritualism.” This 
occurred in the year 1871, when Mr. Foote was 
only twenty-four years of age. Following this 
discussion, a debate was arranged between the two 
accomplished dialecticians, when Mr. Foote under
took to demonstrate, on his part, that “ Spiritualism 
was unscientific, unphilosophio, and illusory.” Dr. 
Sexton was an old hand as a debater; he had been a 
Freethought lecturer, and understood both sides of 
the question. Moreover, he was a very accomplished 
speaker, knew how to marshal his facts and argu
ments with skill; but I could not help noticing, 
young as I was, that in this debate he appealed very 
largely to the feelings of hia audience, told them 
that there was not one among them that did not hope 
to live again, and so played upon their emotions that 
many of them quite forgot that they had come to 
the meeting to hear the question discussed. In his 
reply, Mr. Foote soon brought the audience to their 
senses by his masterly examination of all the argu
ments adduced, his splendid repartee, his caustic 
wit, and, above all, his powerful peroration at the 
close of the debate, were sufficient to convince me 
thus early in his oareer that Mr. Foote was destined 
to play a great and important part in the future of 
the Freethought movement.

A few weeks later, I made bold to introduce myself 
to the young leoturer, and from that moment down 
to the present, we have been associated as soldiers in 
“ the best of all causes,” the cause of the emancipa
tion of the human mind from the thraldom of an old 
and cruel superstition. How many times I have heard 
Mr. Foote lecture in the course of my career, it 
would be impossible for me to say; but I can say 
this, that I always looked upon him as an ideal 
leoturer, and went as often as I could, as a young 
man, to hear him, study his methods, and to profit, 
as far as possible, by the instruction.

One of the finest lectures of an anti-theological 
character that I ever heard him deliver was given at 
the Secular Hall, New Church-road, Camberwell, on 
“ The Doom of the Gods.” That night he seemed to 
be inspired. He traced the origin and the evolution 
of the God idea, showed that all the gods that men 
had ever believed in were but figments of the imagi
nation, described the cruel characteristics of the 
Christian God, and then, in a passage of great passion 
and pathos, said that if there were a God who could 
look down on the earth and witness all the pain and 
suffering of mankind, could hear the groans of the 
oppressed, such a God would be driven to commit 
suicide out of sheer desperation at the horrors he 
would behold in the world of which he was said to 
be the creator and moral governor. It was also my 
privilege to hear him deliver some of his splendid 
leotures on “ The Bible,” soon after he came out of 
prison after serving twelve months’ for the supposed 
crime of Blasphemy. Some Christians called these 
leotures vulgar and blasphemous; I always found 
them clever, smart, original, full of wit and wisdom, 
exposing the absurdities, the barbarities, and the 
puerilities of some of the passages of the Bible. But, 
of course, Mr. Foote as a lecturer, will always be 
remembered for his superb addresses on Freethought 
novelists and poets, and especially for those on 
Shakespeare.

On several occasions I have heard him in debate. 
I listened to his splendid defence of Seoularism in 
his intellectual encounter with the Rev. Dr. McCann, 
also on “ The God Problem ” with the Rev. W . T.

Lee, again with the Rev. Hugh Chapman, w ^ 
several occasions in friendly discussion wi““ • 
Rev. Fleming Williams; and I had the honor of 
ding one evening during his four nights’ debajj6 
Mrs. Besant on “ Socialism.” In all the o®* j 
Mr. Foote demonstrated that he is a Pr° „ 
thinker, a wonderfully skilful dialectician, as W 
a consummate orator. # ,-¡¡a

The first trial of Mr. Foote and his cO,̂ 0j 
Messrs. Ramsey and Kemp, for Blasphemy. °a ijjj 
at the Old Bailey in March 1883, before Mr.J ̂  
North, and I remember on the Saturday 
before the trial travelling with Mr. Foote to the ^  
of England, where we were due to leoture 0 ^  
Sunday. During the journey we discuss0  ̂
likelihood of the jury finding the defendants S ^  
and I remember how oalmlyand fearlessly Mr- * r( 
faced the issue. He said that somehow he f0 # 
he would be convicted, but he did not mind g° 0 
prison if he could advance the Cause. _ . , jjJ

Mr. Foote has told the story of his ®rl® ^  
imprisonment in some very interesting ar , 0f glif 
appeared in Progress, entitled a “ Prisoner f0 î! 
phemy,” which certainly deserve to be rePrl. jD̂ii 
only to let the rising generation of 
know something of the manner in which Cn oD]y 
through their cruel laws, treated Freetbink0 
a little over thirty years ago. 0

We now know that the jury disagreed at ^  
trial; but old Judge North, whowa3 a bigot0 .j,aj 
Catholic, refused to discharge the prisoners, 
them tried again on March 5. , (i/

At the second trial, Sir Hardinge Gi:n°Iai1
S#
tv 

0

Lord Halsbury) implored the jury not to be l0̂  
by the eloquence of Mr. Foote; and the ]ad°

- - - talents tothat Mr. Foote “ prostituted his gtn1

t&

servioe of the Devil ”— all of whioh was a W 
testimony to the extraordinary power disp‘"J (); 
Mr. Foote in the conduct of his defer10 ■ p 
April 28, 1883, Mr. Foote was brought fromP c<jt 
be tried on another indictment for Blaspb01̂ ,^ ' 
tained in the Christmas number of tb0 .ag0 
This time the case came before Lord Cole*1, 
was then the Lord Chief Justice. A splendi 
in defence by Mr. Foote, whioh oooupied «hr ̂  
in delivery, ended in the disagreement of „{¡c1’ 
and after further consideration, the pr°o 
entered a Nolle Prosequi, and the action, ^ 
this case was concerned, terminated, R iscjos0t  
of note that the Lord Chief Justioe, at the t#- 
Mr. Foote’s address, adjourned the case 
following day, before oommenoing bis sum ^ fi- 
and, in doing so, he addressed the j e 
following terms : “ Gentlemen, I should 
glad to have summed up this evening, bn* eiote’\ 
is, I am not very strong, and I propose, t“ yoO 
address you in the morning, and that v?ih & ^  
full opportunity of reflecting calmly jjjis11 
striking and able speech you have just heard- QO\et'0i 
only showed the fine judicial spirit of Lord 
but also how anxious he was that the 1 Oo i i 
have an opportunity of “ reflecting cal®  ̂ j  
of the most powerful speeches ever dehv -'■"i 
a British jury on such a difficult subject 
and Blasphemy.

I was a contributor to the Freethinker - 
prosecution. I also wrote frequently 
thinker while Mr. Foote was in gaol, 
journal wa3 being edited by Dr. Aveling- M

A few years later, when Mr. ^rad1 0 
meeting at the Hall of Soience, resign0“ . ¡¡y, I , 
of President of the National Secular S° •* 
the honor of nominating Mr. Foote êt 1
whioh he has held with great distinction 0

Mr. Foote is one of the best read men ^  l i y  
the pleasure of knowing, and his sP*°C0f 0 °  
contains some of the greatest gems jjf
literature. ¡ 0 , 0 '

It used to be a perfect delight for ® e> 9I 
holidays, to meet Mr. Foote and our m $6 ̂  ■’ 
Joseph Mazzini Wheeler, and walk ^ ° â he0

tli*

hr
- J '

I<1

from Ramsgate to Broadstairs with r 
beautiful summer’s evening, disoussing u

r
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o f t 8’ an̂ > in friendly talks, gain some knowledge 
and varied reading of such students of

—  as Mr. Foote and his 
co'kagne, the late Joseph Mazzini Foote as

Finally, let mo say a few words â BT ; lievea in 
'  leader. In the first plaoe, he a J  him ana he 
ha7lng a good staff of workers to b<alp wQrk. He
llw&yB encouraged his lieutenants Annual Con-
f ve every man his chance. At ev y . raWy held 
jence, for years past, although e all the

Place of honor as President he ga th0
etuiers who had worked loyally fo ability to

opportunity of displaying their talent and abinry

o ag0, a nnder his leader-yeraonally, I  have always served under
pleas««. I

® on many points of policy, hut „nnsiaer my 
I'ng to hear my objections, careful y con-

'»«■««to, ana give them „hateaer m l »
,t» ea «h«y possessed, ana, in tbe en«, canolnaing 
i spared to bow to his decision. Foote
i c i c l e  I  should like to congratulate M r ^ ^

decision of Mr. Justice ^  tabliBbes the 
l-a vfa88’ ^hich °noe and for all an jnstru-
¿nt 7 0f the. Seoular Sooieby;  ̂ F re eth in k ers, and t for reoeivmg the bequests of hr , Q(j
fc sd o m  of Mr. Foote in forming the Society a

up the Articles of Association. Anklet ^
the boP3 that he will so of this

ion th,and IES™ 8 his old position as Editor t
¡ ? Tal> President of the National Secular Society,
td  header of the Froethought Party of 

tain- a e t h u e  B. m o s s .

i c i & B i-ops.

one of the religious weeklies thought the t
5 2 ^ “ * consequence to give notes that
X a lengthy naragraph on it. The s ocicty
>C *«» decided that tbe objects

LCOn,ttar3' t° morality, but adds, Trhrigtjatlity.” We 
V ^ e t h e r  they are contrary to C - ,̂ 0 ¿0ubt
% v ^  this is not tbe question at all, and t tQ
5 c°nld be found to bold t .y aEity was

J ̂ hose principles were contrary to i_RnueBt to a 
"Sisk K̂ ncb a decision would disallow a ^ ord cll;e£ 
ap‘ic<ilIna"'J“ue' and vro are quite sure t tllQ qeci- 

>  of pvaacs Wo>ild not agree to that. Be. ■ > £ectiy
^ k Z  y ludge since 1883 has been that it is¡P y. ¡a 
S e in « t and legal to attack Christianity, P*° baraiy 
H t  vbecomi4  manner. And that decision is barn y,iQbo reversed now

&> 0,
S ij7  toto Chr-b̂ <1Uest to a society whose principles were 

a°h a dev • ani.ty was decided to be illegal— What 
decide involve ? Obvionslv. the iudse would?!>55a=;* a Problem W& j Christianity— which by itself is a 

C > t 07 kto tackleaC'u °tnV ve are 8ure no judge will bo Oh 6 Conqtu'i-fmt the only form of Christianity 
J>tes Qtcli of j« U,h°u of this country is that represented 
p, l a,1d thev g Other forms of Christianity are
S i tat?°otrine8y i ecteive legalW 'O non.ii B8> but £aw

"  c 
!h C

woq)j TfOision w",’ ^ueu indeed the fat would be in tbe
^U th V 4

Î S
protection in the practice 

them.conT.a% - theref tb° law knows nothing of 
'^d ob o y to the p i6’ contrary to Christianity” 
t ^bio,, 1 ground t v 10?3 o£ England; and if it were 
1 tiM, Oecisir,̂  . u, BUen mdeerl 11,n fn! Txronl/i Via in fiViA

Ht
* *t suit ^ M  naturally, suit the 
'Mother '°dlsts- and Catholics, and Baptists,

,B‘^kshment ̂  of the Christian world ? It

Church Times, 
and Baptists,

tit >  Ob - ° ument * -----U1 tue unrisnau worm t j.l
jo'igioB - rohgion by the State that made the 

^ B bs Religion ,-Criminal offence ; and the State does 
tbati clearte ^acwo> so to speak, but a particular 

uTbee, y ’ 18 rePresented by the State Church.
» V is *‘ Tirnes is .-%• ‘ «is v,r,"‘ca ls more in touch with actuality 

^ i t Ji8 -  more ridiculous than ever to y  ̂
B .tto£ tbQ Common Law of England. Ot 

^iy hay, o£w can Christianity be held to bo P“r“
^ 'when it permits a d Jews

• ba,lliaiBor,iU ik a‘lowH Atheists, Agnostics- _ f>nq 
■'akes sv,,, .^"d make the laws of the c° y ’ ^c£. 

T'for all^filbc arrangements—as in the Oa
< 5 S t  hS  , .* «  S t  declare « * £ • £ .“

been—Christianity was a part of the Common Law, and 
when an attack on it was treated as a crime. But that 
time has long since passed. The growth of all forms of 
religious and non-religious opinion simply forced the judges 
to come to a decision more in conformity with contemporary 
feeling and opinion. And we can confidently say that it is 
now nest to an impossibility for that opinion to be reversed.

The newspapers have been full of eulogistic articles on 
Abraham Lincoln, whose death occurred half a century 
ago. They all forgot to mention that Lincoln was a Free
thinker.

“  The Church will join in the fight against the foreign 
enemy, but when will the Bench of Bishops lead a crusade 
against the social evils of our day which flourish at all 
tim es?" asks Mr. George Lansbury in the Challenge. Not 
whilst the Church is established, and bishops enjoy huge 
incomes, and have seats in the House of Lords.

Canon Pierce, of Westminster, writing in Lloyd's Weehly 
News says, “ Thank God, in all ranks the differences between 
rich and poor are blotted out.” This is new s! Have the 
bishops relinquished their salaries? or, are Church organists 
to be paid a living wage ? _..... .

The Bishop of Chester has put a ban upon men in holy 
orders carrying rifles. Probably his lordship thinks that if 
the clergy go to the Front there will be no men left in the 
Churches.

The attempts of the “ unco’ gnid ”  to transform painful 
Sabbaths into pleasant Sundays, in order to trap the unwary 
and unthinking folk, are producing humorous results. At a 
Surbiton Church there is a mouth organ band, and at 
Southend-on-Sea a concertina mission band parades the 
streets. The Christian religion will soon be a perfect harle
quinade.

Mr. Hall Caine has joined the ranks of the other popular 
novelists, who have been airing their views on the European 
War. Writing in the Sunday Herald on the dangers of a 
premature peace, Mr. Caine says that the world’s verdict 
would be “  Either that there is no God at all, or that 
if he allows such things to happen to his children he 
does not care.”  The sentence loses nothing by being in
corporated in an open letter to the Pope.

Parsons have a queer way of proving the sanity of their 
“  sacred ” book. If what it says is obviously sensible, well 
and good. If, however, it is obviously nonsensical, then it 
must mean something else. It is a very convenient method, 
because it is bound to be right every time. The Sermon on 
the Mount, for instance, is, as it stands, clearly impracticable. 
A late Archbishop of York Baid so, others have repeated 
what he said, and Eev. E. C. Lemin, of Birmingham, delivers 
himself in this w ise : “  If the Sermon on the Mount were 
put on the Statute Book literally, it would mean the break
up of civilisation. The home would disappear, there would 
he no rights of private property, no law or order. Society 
would resolve itself into complete anarchy.”  One would 
expect that, this being so, Mr. Lemin.would give up calling 
himself a Christian. Not a bit of it. He goes on his way 
cheerfully, preaching something which, on his own confes
sion, if practised would mean the break-up of civilisation.

Tho Bishop of Carlisle says that Germany has been 
betrayed by her Prussian God, and Mr. Hilaire Belloc says 
that Germany is a nation of Atheists. The religions mind 
appears to bo as elusive as a flea upon the warpath.

Admiral Sir George Hall, orating at the annual meeting of 
the Eeligious Tract Society, mentioned that a young naval 
officer in the conning-tower in the Heligoland fight called 
his men together and they had prayer before they fired the 
shot. The admiral did not tell the meeting whether the 
shot was a hit or a miss.

The Bishop of Hull says tho State will have to do some
thing for the “ war babies.” He did not suggest that 
Mother Church should abolish the christening fees.

An amusing quotation from tho Church Army Handbook 
was quoted recently in John Bull. It ran as follows : “  No 
work ; no food ; no bed : Tho Church Army offers all three.”

That sunshine-soldier, Hr. Winnington Ingram, Bishop of 
London, has been appointed a Knight Commander of the
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Eoyal Victorian Order. Is this for singing “  Onward. 
Christian Soldiers 1”  in the rear of the fighting lines ?

The Rev. J. W. Adams, Vicar of Wall, near Litchfield, it 
working in an ammunition factory. The newspaper report 
quaintly adds, “  at ordinary hours and for ordinary pay.” Is 
this meant to be a sarcasm on the usual clerical remuneration 
of extraordinary pay for extraordinary hours ?

In the German air-raid on Kent and the East Coast a 
blackbird, an old hen, and three horses were among the 
victims. Such an answer to prayer is sufficient to make the 
two Kaisers turn Mohammedan.

There are different forms of censorship, although they are 
all alike in the fact of suppression. There is the official 
censorship, to which we have grown so accustomed that it 
would not be surprising if something of it were to linger on 
after “  the period of the War ”  ; and there is the unofficial 
press censorship, which watches carefully over all vested 
interests and prevents, so far as it can, the appearance of 
all unwelcome comment or criticism. The other day, for 
example, a letter appeared in the Times from a “ Chaplain 
at the Front,” which relates how he visited some Sikhs and 
explained to them that their God was the same God as the 
God of the Christians, and how gratified the Sikhs were at 
the news. On reading this, the following letter was sent 
by a retired military officer, a regular reader of the Free
thinker :—

“ To the E ditor of the ‘ T im es . ’
“  S ir ,—in your issue of to-day a ‘ Chaplain at the Front ’ 

states that he informed a party of Sikhs that both they and, 
Christians worshiped ‘ one and the same God.’

“  This being so, may I ask what then is the justification 
for the numerous missionary bodies in India, all doing their 
utmost to induce members of the various faiths in that 
country to abandon their God, and to join the banner of 
‘ our God?” ’

Needless to say, the letter was not inserted. There was 
plenty of space to spare for the perfectly fatuous letter of 
the Chaplain, with its picture of the Sikh as a cross between 
an infant and an idiot, but no room for a perfectly common - 
sense comment. Religious interests are in quite safe hands 
so far as our liberty-loving English press is concerned.

In an article on “  War Babies ”  in that religious paper the 
Daily Mail, readers were asked not to send letters “  to re
affirm moral maxims which have been stereotyped ever 
since Moses descended Mount Sinai.” Some of those stereo
typed “ maxims ”  have long been in the melting-pot.

Snow in Hell is sufficiently novel to startle a case-hardened 
Christian, but it is a fact. In a recent issue of the Sketch 
there were reproduced some pictures of Hell, which is a rail
way junction in Norway, and one showed a snow scene. 
Anyone can go to Hell, and take a return ticket.

The Rev. Dinsdale Young, President of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Conference, says that “  One of the many good 
results of this War will be that we shall hear much less 
of German theology.”  Before this can happen, the Kaiser 
must stop making pious speeches, or the newspapers must 
cease reporting that most Christian monarch.

Mr. George Lansbury, writing in the Challenge on 
“  Religion and the Workers,”  says that “  discussions carried 
on in religious newspapers concerning the attitude of the 
working class toward religion are always very perplexing 
reading. Two thousand years ago the common people heard 
the Gospel gladly.” Dees Mr. Lansbury really imagine that 
there is no educational difference between the working class 
of to-day and twenty centuries ago ? The answer will 
explain tho perplexity of religious newspapers.

A laborer was sentenced recently to six months’ imprison
ment for stealing some altar candles from a church. This 
could hardly be described as a light sentence.

In an amusing article on “ The Super Sausage,” the Echo 
(London) quotes Professor Desjames as saying: “  The 
German god is shaped like a sausage, with a spiked helmet, 
and the brains of a Diesel engine.” This is heated lan
guage, but if Christianity be true, the Professor will use 
hotter language— after death.

“ The army chaplains’ work in bivouac and camp is 
largely social,”  says JEoyds' Weekly News. What more

MAi 2,

could be expected from such men ? Cannot they 
to be the heroes of a hundred tea-fights ?

The nation’s drink bill in 1914 was ¿£164.463,00̂  ̂
wonder how much of this was spent on “  eommun®n‘ 8 j;; 
And how much on lemon-squash in bishops’ Pala 
country vicarages ?

It’s cheek that does it 1 And of all cheek relig*0®? * 
is the cheekiest. At the Annual Meeting of the ^ ¡ ;j 
the Propagation of the Gospel, the other day, a sPegoSpel 
the audience, “ Medical Missions are a part of tb0 >';s 
What Gospel ? Certainly they are no part of " j (j 
Testament. The medical treatment there con318te pi' 
prayers, faith—and more prayers. The sick we 
treated by the elders, and they were to lay f j

L ° ' 0them and anoint them with oil and pray over 
is all. We know that Christians do not practice

the®'
these

— that is, none but a very few, and the majority P 
fools, and sometimes imprison them. But to be t® 
treatment of disease by modern scientific methods j

--------------“ apart of the"...*-is
-cool, unapprioacb®1is what medical missions come to- 

is, as we said before, just cheek- 
ligious cheek.

■ JggS **
We need no other proof that religion is on its 1i a It- 

this country than the simple fact that Billy ̂  ^  cF 
slangy evangelist of America, has been inviited W ;|i
to come over to put new lifo into it. And Bi  ̂¡¡ji> 
it, too—in a way— if he comes. He has a sp® 
of making things hum wherever he goes. F°r 0 ̂  i»y 
would heartily welcome a mission conducted by 
usual style. He would do our cause an enormou9 pi- 
benefit. The Rev. Thomas Phillips, of Blooms® •> jj9r® 
testifies that the Torrey-Alexander campaign 1 fl(oFlOl“0 jjyF
Diuy ounaay wouiu uo ic mucu greater u»*-“ - 8 it1' 
offensive vulgarity of his methods he would re 
higher degree than e7er, an object of ridicule.

------ y tfl^
But we incline to the opinion that the ^e?vjSit ' 

Sunday, D.D., ex-baseball champion, will no jj \0' 
island at present, because the War makes $¡11, 
demands upon our financial resources. The j #«' 
has within him the root of all evil—the 
Last year he spent seven weeks at S cra n ton , w ; 
and received £600, as a reward for inducing 1 ■ j,a(«esk 
the trail.”  At Pittsburgh, in 1913, he reaped g toy 
£9 200. Recently at Philadelphia, after an..e,,¡tteí-,| 1 :• 
mission, there were upwards of 20,000 “ trad 
Dr. Sunday was prevailed upon to accept the m je py. 
£10,000. Evidently, soul-saving is immensely ^  pay
able than baseballing; and the reverend gen ĝtPls( j,;

beplans made up in the States to 1917, in the 
remunerative game. Daring the last ten years 
the recipient of £107,000.

----  «
Bishop Taylor Smith, Chaplain of ttie \ V

a meeting of the Religious Tract Society at tbe^ ^ f  p  
London, said over a million cards containing pfaBc0, 
been circulated among the British troops id 
suggests tho “ Bread of Life ” a la carte.

c
Mrs. Creighton, widow of the late Bishop 0 p,^

presided at a meeting of the Society for the ^ ¡0 ' , 
the Gospel in Foreign Parts, at Church Hou0 ’ a ® gpr 
“ the strife among Christian nations must -6t, p? 
the eyes of people who did not follow „ j[ W A 
lessons must be shown with greater clearness .ye8, 611 
teaching cannot be enforced with high exp ' u 0j). 
and bayonets, the clorgy ha.d better givo the ,1

 ̂ | ^

Like so many religions ceremonies, Primr°®j. 11 S‘ ''' 
commemorates Lord Beaconsfield, who was 
a flower-like character, was founded on a ô a4:-} 
Disraeli died, Queen Victoria sent a wre® „ 
with an inscription, “ His favorite ^ovV̂ 0Jj Wa,9p t j 
course, to the Prince Consort. Her all®81 ^ 0ciJ ;
popularly, to apply to Disraeli. Henco th\oaO^j0 * 
politician with the primrose, and the ¡8 f 
Primrose League, one of whose objec 
Christianity. ____" -jj

Dr. Lyttelton, headmaster of Eton, has 10 p e ^¡ifA 
concerning his views of Christian ethic0' gcj f . f
Greek word for love signifies the feeling 0 g0p, 0 % i , 
for a boy, or of a father for a wrong bead0 
severity sometimes.”  This is very like t 1 0
tiau conception of an Almighty Father 
majority of his children.
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N O T I C E .

' Free1
The business o f the

t h in k e r ”  and o f T h e  P io n e e r  P r e s s ,
lMmetly of 2 Newoastle-st., has been transferred to

61 Farrmgdon St r e e t , L ondon,

friends, who will hear from me again before Whit 
Sunday.

I am very much improved in health, but I know 
not yet whether I shall be able to risk it at the 
Conference or not, whioh is a serious question— at 
least, to me.

I leave the matter of the triumph of the Secular 
Sooiety, Limited, to a future occasion, not feeling 
able to deal with it now. G w _ FoOTEt

To Correspondents.
h:
5 * " ’.  Honorabium F ond, 1915.—Received from March 15 : 
j RV‘0U3,y acknowledged, £25 9a. 7d. Received since 
Jkmnej, £5 5a_. n  Deakillf £5 .—Per Miss E. M. Vance 

1- Sutcliffe, 2a. Gd.; “ W. F .,”  5a.; Thos. Stead, 2a.; Miaa
4«iet Baker, 10a. (id.

J ® 11 (Hong Kong).—We quite share your view as to the 
fZ i4-0?6 by the work you name. But the Freethinker is the 
see t!i'nker< and it is our buainesa to point out flaws when we
«fisaas* -  - ..........._ >0 . — su, we hope, in all good faith and temper

"R»lVAt eMU0 ^our appreciation of this paper. 
aisedi ^0!)fidemial.”—We hope that this will he recog-
>nd ¿¡v 0 83 you do not wish your real name published, 
We tkinV10 °̂ ber> we are rather at a loss in the matter. 
Coa/kct / would find either Draper's History of the 
b(rej0pm e} ween Science and Religion or his Intellectual 
of ¡¡¡¿a nt Jjf Europe very suitable to your present state 
PoBing 'th " e oan_ quite appreciate your hesitancy in ex- 
thongKl h .3 to ' “ jury by a too open avowal of Free- 
quietiy ibere are numerous ways in which one can
Save found t f  cause one is interested in, and you appear to 
Hit thev a* ,eaa*' one such method. If every Freethinker did 
Rang t0 J  oouid to help, it would soon be impossible for Chris- 
' Bibbbujq n  t le Tuiet terrorism they wield at present. 
RteethinW ^ou are not the only one who set out to correct 
“Pen min/ 3 a”  ̂ ®nded by becoming one of them. Given an 
"Stable a?  bonest disposition, that result is almost
^Church *8 °ne reason why we welcome inquiry vand
linker pla^s fv?ad We are pleased to know that the Free- 

ttl8sCRE êt* “be Parfc b has in your mental emancipation. 
!aattet3 °a , ou^ space compels us to hold over, among othei 

studio,, .instalment of Abracadabra’s highly interestDl’infiow tb -i------  -• - 'monument ot abracadabra^> «udiea of Christian Evidences, and a numner v
i t 8 These latter will he ^ ‘ ^ ^ a o n - s t r e e *I_rt̂ CDLia Sociktx, LniiTBD, office is at G-

'& *  t 1“  a “Si'SommiS'»

k .  .b » .«  b.^ O!nngdon-8treot, London, E.G. .
?i0l fot'iietsture should be sent to the Shop Man ger 
C a r e s s ,  61 Farringdon-street, London, E.C., and no

cffiSthinfcer wil1 ba iotwarded direot from the pnbfis
tit V PMt of the world, post free, at the fouowi
C V  oPaia '-°n ®  ye»*. 10s. 6d. 1 half year, 5s. 3d. .¿8. 8d.

Sugar Plums.

We are sorry to say that up to the present the Secretary 
of the N. S. S. has not received as many intimations as we 
should like to see from Branches of their intention to send 
delegates to the Conference. We quite realise that there 
are special difficulties for delegates attending the Con
ference this year, but that is only an additional reason why 
those who can do so should make a special effort to be present. 
The arrangements for the Conference are now practically 
complete. The meetings—business and public—will be 
held in the Queen’s (Minor) Hall, Langham-place, W. There 
will be a luncheon arranged (at 2s. 6d. per head) for all 
those who give notice of their intention of being present, 
and it may be possible to arrange for a motor-’bns excursion 
on the Wliit-Monday. Visitors from the country who require 
hotel accommodation should write at once to the Secretary, 
stating the exact nature of their requirements. We hope to 
publish the names of speakers and other particulars in our 
next issue.

Mr. Ash, our shop-manager at 61 Farringdon-street, says 
he is receiving many congratulations on our behalf re the 
Bowman case by people calling and expressing great interest 
in the place. ____

Mr. Lloyd regards “  Mr. Justice Joyce’s judgment as simply 
grand, and the grandeur of it was enhanced when he added 
that he had absolutely no sympathy with the work of the 
N. S. S.”  We suppose the meaning is that it proved the 
judge’s entire disinterestedness.

At a meeting of members of the Birmingham Branch 
N. S. S., held on April 22, it was unanimously resolved:— 
11 That a vote of congratulation be sent to Mr. Foote on the 
successful issue in the case of the Secular Society, Ltd,, and 
the Bowman bequest, noting at the same time that such 
result was largely due to his (Mr. Foote’s) foresight and 
skill in the drawing up of the Articles of Association of the 
Secular Society, Ltd.” Farther, the meeting hoped it would 
not be long before Mr. Foote’s health enabled him to be at 
work as of old in the several positions he holds in the cause 
of Freethonght.

The Literary Guide, the organ of the Rationalist Press, 
congratulates the Secular Society, Ltd., on maintaining its 
legal security, but it does not mention the name of anyone, 
not even Mr. Foote’s, which is a clever stroke of journalism 
—in its way, and leaves nothing on our side to reciprocate.

¡5b 1*
Personal.

M ,c > t  embrnarn,8 me against anyth ing like work 
eotit,0̂  his ° 8, 0 opportun ity  o f con gratu lating
Wu®8» “  A. GroofP]0ni^ d  an<J noble  artiole last week, 

°f hiy ho ' / ^ o r y . ”  I thank h im  from  the 
4tH so hia. t , 0,9 * know  he w rote it from  the 
^ e lv J ^ i n g  nf S0. know, for it  is allow ed th at I  

0tQ a lifo a âdg® those m atters, that 
( ,  Pknegy } rary point o f v iew , the con clu sion  

b0 hard to  beat.
hoods '1 dison - ben ’ and he tells  m e there is a
k e°Qtiv! 6 at the N °<? on w ith  re&ard t0 m yeKnu- e ^oui(} S. C onference, and w hat the_ __ ___ f ___
\  Mil/ ŝ oniaU>,a0 ’n “ y ahsenoe. If they 
Ik^t * 8b I miok!e,n°  'parrel with anything 1

act
o« a mini.,-,—  quarrel with anything they

»J V fe L at this moaJ l “  °,Pin.i0n } °  exPreBB’: W > c e

M  * - 
'‘te hj

t0st.

moment whether I oan come to 
la person or not. It will entirely

¿1 . , uijhiu is to  say, w hat
a trai 1U c m atter. I have not

8tate nf ?i..0r a bus, and I do n ot knowof thin0
I W p88> and I shall do my best. For 

myself to the indulgence of my
b0p V T ^ may be on Wbib Snn£[?y
eave

Mr. J. Sumner, in enclosing subscription to the President’s 
Honorarium Fund, w rites:—

“  1 A Great Victory.’ Mr. Cohen so heads his article upon 
the result of the Bowman Case. A great victory it is indeed 
for Freethought, and as it is so entirely owing to your own 
forethought and sound judgment, allow me to congratulate 
you personally. Permit me to enclose cheque for the 
President’s Fund, and to apologise that this has been over
looked until now. May I this time mark the ‘ great victory ■ 
and my appreciation of its author, by making the cheque 
five guineas instead of three, as last year.”

The good wishes of Mr. Sumner and others, with their 
appreciation of what Mr. Foote has described as his legacy 
to the Freethought movement, will, we are sure, serve as the 
best of tonici to him in his forced inaction.

It may seem curious, but it is nevertheless a fact, that 
Mr. Foote’s illness has prevented him from so much as 
seeing his new premises. When he is well enough to visit 
them, he will be the spectator of a novelty as much as any 
of his readers.

The London Branches of the N. S. S. appear to have been 
greatly affected by the War. All of them have some of their 
most active members away in either the Army or the Navy, 
and in the case of one Branch—Edmonton—more than half its 
members aro away on active service. Still, they will nearly all 
be engaged with their outdoor propaganda to-day (May 2).
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Finsbury Park starts at 11.15, Parliament Hill at 3.15, and 
Regent’s Park at 3.15. The Camberwell Branch holds its 
meetings in Brockwell Park at 5.15, the Kingsland Branch 
at 7 ; West Ham, at Maryland Point, at 7 ; and Bethnal 
Green Branch, in Victoria Park, at 3.15 and 6. We hope 
that all these stations will receive adequate support from 
Freethinkers. Further particulars will be found under 
“  Sunday Lecture Notices.”

We are pleased to see that an attempt is to be made to 
continue Mr. F. J. Gould in a field that he has made pecu
liarly his own. A “  Gould Committee,”  of which Rev. C. D. 
Thomas is chairman and Mr. C. A. Watts treasurer, has 
been formed for the purpose of “ maintaining Mr. F. J. Gould 
in his efforts to commend to parents, teachers, and the general 
public a type of moral instruction which may be acceptable to 
all sections of thought and faith.”  We presume that the 
precise form these efforts take will be determined by the sup
port received by the Committee. We sincerely hope that 
the response will be a hearty one. Mr. Gould is far too 
valuable a man to remain idle. He has a splendid record of 
educational work, and the Committee, in inviting help to 
further its object, cannot be accused of taking a leap in the 
dark. Subscriptions are invited, and needed. The secretary 
is Miss E. M. White, of 37 Park-crescent, Brighton.

In war-time many interests suffer, and, unfortunately, it 
is the more serious and more permanent aspects of life that 
are most affected. The distress amongst the more serious 
writers for the Press, we understand, has been very keen 
ever since the War began, and we are not surprised to 
learn that a Committee formed for the purpose of helping 
these cases, finds itself compelled to issue a public appeal 
for funds. Really good writing is never overpaid, and its 
authors consequently feel more quickly than any other pro
fessional class the consequences of any limitation of their 
markets. Of course, those writers who could turn their 
minds to writing War news— of a more or less sensational 
character— are all right, but it is those whose intellect is of 
a different order that suffer most. And these, we venture to 
say, are amongst the most valuable of the nation.

But for the War a rather large and, we think we may say, 
important work by Mr. Cohen would by now have been 
before the public. The book was quite ready for the market 
in, and was indeed dated for, September last, but the War 
compelled the publishers to hold its issue over for awhile. 
It was then hoped to issue it in the spring, but the publishers 
now inform Mr. Cohen that the state of the book trade— 
as regards serious scientific work—is such that it would 
seriously prejudice the interests of the work to issue at 
the present juncture. Anyway, we hope to see it issued 
by the autumn. ____

From a Freethinker in the trenches we get the follow
ing :—

“  We have a few Freethinkers here in my platoon...... Two
or three others have assiduously taken up the Freethinker, 
and seem interested. Last night, in a huge barn, a man 
uttered the usual story of Bradlaugh’s recantations. I put 
my spoke in effectively. It appeared to me I had the sym
pathy of the audience.”

Too bad, this, after the Bishop of London had been and 
found everybody seething with religious fervor. Miss Vance 
is sending to this correspondent some leaflets that 
may prove useful and, in their way, may be as deadly as 
German bullets. But gaining new readers for the Free
thinker while the guns are booming is “ Business as usual ” 
with a vengeance.

The Evolution of Mammalian Life.—II.

{Continued from  p . 262.)
At the period when the evolution of the horse was 
occurring, another family of herbivorous animals was 
developing length of limb and two-toed feet. The 
antelopes, oxen, and deer are salient instances of 
this transformation. And with these organisms, 
several, in addition to acquiring greater power of 
movement, also evolved further protection against 
their flesh-eating foes by arming themselves with 
antlers and horns. These weaponed animals are 
all descended from hornless ancestors who lived in 
later Eocene or Oligocene times. Step by step, 
the development of horns and antlers has been 
traced. These protective appendages in their primi
tive stage resembled little spikes, but when Pliocene
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times were reached, they were beginning _ to *>rS'; 
into antlers. E'rom pointed spikes, origina-
ployed to ward off or wound carnivorous 
these horned weapons were slowly transformed ^
organs serviceable for adornment or for n00̂  £
combats between males of the same specie9 
possession of the females, and as iasfcrnnae^^
offence or defence during struggles for sUPreljt-‘ 
within the family group. That this isn u iu m  uuo xmuuij ^xuujj* xuoiu -- , jjp
explanation is evidenced by innumerable *aC ,̂ ’aDci 
the least noteworthy of which is the circum°ffll)C; 
that these appendages are more elaborate ^  
the males, and are, indeed, sometimes entirely ^  
in the females. With the Oryx, however, a“ , ¡j; 
that utilises its horns to defend itself 
larger carnivora, each sex is furnished with o . ¡¡; 
weapons. In some cases, utility was sacrlDtrflet: 
the sake of splendor. This is particularly * ^ 
the extinct Irish deer, as may be seen iQ jte 
specimen in the South Kensington Mnseojm ^  
antlers of the male attained a width of tffe 
and, albeit extremely beautiful, this adornm0 ¡¡¡j
have seriously handicapped its wearer wb00^., ¡jsfll
by man or by other carnivorous animals. This i

Paleontology, the antlers of the animal, as w 
conformation of its nasal bones, demonstr^^)?, 
the organism was a true deer and, unqneS 
not an elk:— CO»'

Period, it had a much wider geographical ” jjK. , i

In company with the elk, the reindeer' L 
... ______________---------------- tin* .

----o------- — -----— ------------r — ---------- _ f„r i
at present. At that period it roamed as
the Alps and Pyrenees, and its fossil
plentiful in Pleistocene and even in

res®0“century, when its few remaining repB 
became extinct in Britain. The bo&s>'.

trated by another group of horned .“"'.'p is  
powers of resistance depended on their Bl.^ o0si 
their massive proportions, and the t*113 
toughness of their integument. 51b0 
cattle and deer evolved organs of locom0 ^  
enabled them to outrun their enemi00», 
heavy-hoofed ungulate animals develop6 9 ,
such thickness that they could som0t d8.,
stand the fiercest onslaught of fang "  8oficJ
while the weight of their bodies becaff10 ¿0,

- ' ■ assa^ipot- 1
Tbs rhLeA

to permit them to bowl over their 
afterwards orush them to death. xlt~iaa e^'je 
is frequently ohosen as the most »1 ^
o f these pow erfu l ungulates. T h is ma 9i . n f ___  __ n  .     _____ i. — _ «rii H ’*scended from an Eocene ancestor who _nf of

f o r e f ^ V Jto the Palteotherium, the anoient a ^
horse. The Palseotherium gave rise ®o i  a

ifdescendant, the Aoeratherium, whioh 00 gj0,.. } 
mentary fourth toe, and from this ani®ft 0¡¡et0 
by degrees, prooeeded the triple-toed rb • 
to-day. „ „ o t K y

While these events wore occurring.
man of the rhinoceros had appeared w IVC,- 
the same Egyptian deposits whioh have B—ojtr------— v**'i
remains, an early elephant, the
also been  d iscovered . The fossil S f S i f e K i  
strange oreature, w h ioh  Mr. Baadnell. ltSfircb0ii
has entitled Arsinotherium, as it was ul^ 0si>

prin6th e  tom b  o f A rsinoa, an E gyptian
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some oreature (Cervus giganteos) wa3 a0 ^  
native to many European lands, but its b® 
was probably in the Emerald Isle, where i t 101 
of its skeletons in the peat deposits. a0 #

The Irish deer is sometimes spoken of a3 ^J); 
but this description is certainly erroneous- 
Smith Woodward remarks in his valuable

w011 a3tbi:

titf!

Iti
Ih
«hi

»kt
°n
hiî

“ The true elk (Alces machlis), however, ^“ ¡gtocv 
temporary of the Irish deer, and during the ̂  $ 9̂

present. In Britain, remains of this animal, tw » 
of the surviving Cervidæ, are known from many ^  
ties, both north and south, and in Ireland i »° m!c; 
are indications of a still larger extinct sped03 
latifronB) in the Cromer Forest Bed.”

HI
Î1
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V
c
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far greater range in Europe in Pleistocene^

¡¡!j

it

deposits throughout the British Isles. t ii„ 
lingered in Northern Sootland as late as «^ „{ 8̂

strictly confined to its arctio and gab-arch10 jjlS'
A further aspect of mammalian evolnhi00 ¿¡W- «1
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rtaed & 
iso i" r; 
es for h 
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the i(t. 
facts, »*
Hl®8# .
te a«J 
3iy ab-mîi
anaD1l

a similar 
This was

^ itnal'a skull was three feet in length, up on^ t(jeB 
;  c.wnea a couple of lateral horns. It< with a
n® Its heavy feet, and its jaws ^ere forms a ™ 

array of teeth. The Arsinothenom Beema 
been born only to perish, as there is notn g 

indicate that it left any descendants.
ahcmt the same period, howeve., 0

^•iare waa livin8 in North AT rldawas^adorned 'konaly ugly quadruped, whose he. «roved a
£  8ix thi°k horns, and it must b ^ e P  t ^  

oSroua adversary to any carnivoro nnjmal ja
!“°sgb to attack it. This many-horned an 1 ^
y- tned Dinoceras and, despite its app o ^ h  
f  e nearly resembled the extant rhinocerc¿ VB[no- 
r ,z® afld appearance, than the Egyp modern 
S "® -  f  still closer approach to the modern
4k H ° a ia Presented by the Titano^ tbe living 
> nwUnot animal> although larger tha“ the J  
S j t e .  ^as characterised by horns of a simua 
g  tQre. The remains of the Titanothermm wer 
\c vesed in the Lower Miocene deposits of D fo ta .  
t -  lat0r UerinS ---------  ̂---------!*flg. fw  P0rdod the true rhinoceros emerged into
fM-L QllPflioa 4-L - ____ i__ . v j _ ________  3 ___ : _____

bej
‘'°ttern pQ sPeoi0E> the wooly rhinoceros, dwelt in 

0  i0d to sfeoi f°pe and Asia during the Glacial Epooh, 
. retre3; !,fatnpB have been discovered in Siberian
eft Ik tte9aentlv and hones of this extinot form

”D 3 '  ’ our ownIh,
• ‘reqoent.i ““““  uuu nones or unis exon 
a? es vail ̂  phoned from the gravels of„ .R ,v c is  UUt UV(U_____ _ i i ou i out) g ia ' B lasm o-

valley" An allied organism-J -a. Thise't j.ettlDmi v?aa also an inhabitant o~ £««* rbin-iU\i ~ ‘ “ moceros w as th e  p rou d  p o s s e s s o r «
J 1I a yara long. I ts  single h orn  w as situateu  T las fn»»v - -, .UB f , —b- aos single horn was situated
tl3 aPt)Pn;i ead' whereas the modern animal hears 

The aK_ag0 on his snout, 
iiite zy of the fivnini!. . .  the evolution of tb= 
detail tBO0utly been worked out with =oasjy

; Mat>y of the obstacles _ whioh P
in i^ ed the Palæontological investig ffi08t
kto;v°ta to establish the pedigree of 

and dooile of
^ 7  °v°—  -
V, to

quadrupeds have been com-
by the researches of Dr. C. W .

‘is elo7nese fraitful inquiries were conduoted .. *yver 8ninr,u;„A i. v-.

beriu  ̂ UUT Vlewi which Dr. Andrews named 
Pfnv‘^  animoi ^  Was a big-footed, five-toed, short- 
6̂11 iSc‘s conc.f-tWeh Provided with teeth. Its f1--'-4- 

Cntl evel0t) , muted the primitive form of the u-j .. 
otga molar ,el°Pbant’s trunk, while the animal’s 

Tk̂  verv ns; ee^h were strikingly similar to those 
isqjh® McoritkJanced elephant, the Mastodon. 

iOpiw rinm, or some noarlv related organ--“cerium, or some nearly , ,
^h6 p^16 the progenitor of the earliest Mastodo
; 6t0 uo u ° ma8todons. Ti
i*» bad F 6C ^han a well thn .7 oecomo -

These ancient elephants 
* ^6 7 U0comn ~  "  "  ell-grown horse, hut their 
\  a e eP h a n t narr9wer and longer than those 
6th)tn i h'ng j. ‘ *~® animals previously referred to. 
^ia# i now k ^h0 more primitive Mcorith- 

heeth hBj  8f.n r0duoed in number, while its 
tst., yd to tWo .^e^appeared, and its inoisors hadvU . —rroraieu, ana us incisors naa
ft|>!ou by the p Qi Gacl1 iaw- The couple of incisors 
K 63' so al®omastodon in its upper jaw were 

cWi.tI?E*y ba °̂-rm busks. All these modifi-vjqq. uubKa. All tnese muuui-
egarded as decidedly progressive

K V Qr80mefcti8tage’ alfcbough the Mediterranean 
?bertria® of tj, . me been encroaching on the earlier 

.didoes Europe was still united by
atoPs g a kravell*^ A r̂*ca“ The Palceomastodon’s4,

g  í Qt'¿taofhf. So0th' 
»• N h  5  y>ei

rei1!
t xy *m -Mur.K ' u11 Qi v, . w*uuuvj mum «un v, «VA«

» w N  i , ? 1 Erane!Xl8t0nce. in Miocene times iny
4 
¡V

pi>. >

over these connections into 
ern continent, and have left 

-us :* u'ran d8*ience in Miocene times in 
v^'^al’n °0‘ . Eurthor changes now set 

fcNly at>t inero0rtI8lling teeth wore reduced in 
¡ S > t u l  ¿ ea8ed in efficiency, while its ex- 

reached a higher stage of

»t^abtB̂ etrabau-,dev0loped into Palmomastodon
»ogSbel^^ed 0nQf7 . ^ Q four-tnsked, long-jawed cUr*

was ac
9beTv°n intn iue 8C0ne- The transformation 

t ‘ i t  i ^ren nu. modern elephants
S  ‘h, iQ̂  Chlcf changes :

tta lost, a®ra jaw was shortened, the lower front 
> with their disappearance, the pro

jection of the lower jaw disappeared, and left it as the 
short jaw of the elephant; second, the tusks on the 
upper jaw were greatly increased in size and strength, 
and pointed outward, and thu3 became of increased use 
to the animal, by enabling it, like the modern elephant, 
to dig up the dry river-beds during times of drought, and 
thus obtain water ; and, at the same time, as the tusks 
grew longer, the bones of the face were shortened, giving 
the skull the flat-faced form of the elephant.”

The final modifications whioh completed the de
velopment of the elephant were dental in character. 
The Mastodon had fewer teeth than his predecessors, 
but it was reserved to the living African and Indian 
elephants to carry one molar tooth only in each jaw, 
and these two teeth are the most efficient crushing 
organs the order has ever possessed.

The Mastodon is the parent of the Oriental ele
phant, while that extinot hairy elephant, the Mam
moth, is a near relative, as the marked similarity in 
their dental structures clearly shows. In pre-historio 
times, the now departed Mammoth lived in great 
numbers in Northern America, Europe, and Northern 
Asia. It abounded in the valley of the Thames, while 
immense herds of these animals dwelt in the countries 
which are now covered by the North Sea.

The teeth of these organisms constantly become 
entangled in the trawler’s nets in these waters, 
and very much to their detriment, if the swearing 
fishermen are to be trusted. Th9 Mammoth, as 
it was well protected from the elements by its hairy 
coat, inhabited England when the Ice Age had given 
way to less frigid, but still intensely cold conditions. 
Early man in Prance and Switzerland was acquainted 
with it, as the celebrated Mammoth tusks, with 
designs of the animal upon them, sufficiently prove. 
One of these drawings is so life-like that its reference 
to the Mammoth is apparent at a glance.

Thus the pedigree of the elephant has been com
pletely established. And we now possess the farther 
knowledge that certain side-branches of the main 
stock failed to adapt themselves to their surround
ings, and were, in consequence, incontinently elimin
ated from the roll of life. These unsuccessful efforts 
to create a kingdom were shown by the evolution of 
several elephant-like organisms that proved barren 
to posterity. For example, the Dmotherium of the 
Mioeene Period appears to have been developed from 
the Palseomastodon, but it was unable to surmount 
the struggle for life.

The line of descent whioh ultimately evolved the 
contemporary elephants proves that the animals 
gradually increased in sizs. On the other hand, 
the members of a group whioh varied from their 
more progressive relatives dwindled in size to such 
a degree that they deteriorated into mere baby- 
elephants no bigger than dogs. These diminutive 
ungulates have been found fossil at Malta. Other 
Mediterranean Islands, whioh at this period were 
being more aud more enoroached upon by the sea, 
have yieidad similar skeletons. The remains of 
pigmy hippopotami are from time to tim9 unearthed 
in Cyprus and in Crete. It is contended that these 
African animals were originally stranded on the 
islands of the Mediterranean, as these were severed 
from the continental areas by the constantly in
creasing power of the waves. As the islands became 
more and more circumscribed, inbreeding, in con
junction with the ever decreasing food supply neces
sitated the lowering of the standard of size.

These examples serve to illustrate the part played 
by the changes in the distribution of land and water 
in the evolution of life. And the more our knowledge 
increases concerning the areas ooonpied by floral and 
faunal organisms, both of the present and the past, 
the more do we realise the immense modifications 
whioh our oceans and continents have undergone 
throughout the various geologioal periods whioh 
embrace the genesis and development of organio 
nature. So far-reaohing hava been these ohanges of 
land and sea, that great land surfaoos now separated 
by wide oceans have in times past possessed “ con
stant or repeated opportunities for the oommingling of 
their faunas.” Nevertheless, this partial reservation 
mast be made, that South America, and, above all,
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Australia, have been subject to greater isolation than 
the remaining land masses. T p  P a l m e s

{To he concluded,)

Religion and the Masses.—III.

(Concluded from p. 268.)
T h e  fo llow in g  con versation  occu rred  tw o  years 
before  Shaw  w rote Pygmalion, betw een  th e  w riter 
and som e railw ay shunters :—

“ You have a new foreman in your yard?”
“ Ay."
“ What’s he like?”
“ Oh, he’s no damn good.”
“ Why, what’s wrong with him ? ”
“ Everything. He’s a -------Christian, that’s what

he is,” and the speaker looked at the questioner as 
much as to say: that sums up the whole matter; I 
can’t say more; whilst the other men grunted assent.

The exponents of Christianity themselves, driven 
reluctantly onward by advancing ideas, are largely 
responsible for the decline of faith. The contro
versies over the Bible, the doubts cast on parts, 
the views of advanced theologians, the discussions 
on interpolations and forgeries, the battles raged 
among scientists, rationalists, modern Christians, 
and old-fashioned Christians, rumors and echoes of 
these, daily increasing more and more, reach the 
working classes. The old, plain, dogmatic statements 
are abandoned, and replaced by disquisition and 
metaphysics. Heaven is no longer up above the 
sky, nor Hell underneath the earth. Then where 
is it? asks the plain man. Christ did not descend 
into hell; he went to the place of departed spirits. 
He did not ascend into heaven; he departed we know 
not whither, and his spirit is somewhere. All this 
sort of thing perplexes working men. They like plain 
understandable statements. It must be all or nothing. 
It is rapidly becoming nothing. Metaphysics and 
theological philosophy are incomprehensible to the 
man in the cloth cap, so he cuts the Gordian knot 
by disbelieving altogether. Professor This or the 
Reverend That has doubts of some doctrine, or 
reinterprets i t ; the majority abandon it entirely. 
The modernising and so-called rationalising of Chris
tianity have rendered it unintelligible to working 
people, and they leave it strictly alone.

Many religious people blame men like Robert 
Blatchford and agencies like the Secular Societies 
and the Rationalist Press Association for the 
subversion of faith. But the workers are very 
pronounced in their tastes. They would not 
read and «believe Robert Blatohford unless he 
appealed to them. God and My Neighbor alone has 
sold in hundreds of thousands. The masses do not 
read under compulsion, nor for fashion. They read 
what they like, and what they do not like is taboo. 
Hence the works of the Blatchford school and the 
Rationalist Press Association are read in millions, 
whilst volumes of apologetics and theology rot on 
the shelves, and make moan amongst the booksellers. 
Such a huge output and consumption of anti-Christian 
literature is hound to make a difference to working 
class thought and belief. But do not forget that 
Everyman, the Home University Library, and other 
excellent and cheap series of good books have sold 
in millions among the people. The toiling millions 
may be rough and blunt and plain-spoken, but they 
are not ignorant or foolish. They are shrewd and 
cautious, they are beginning to think, they are 
struggling for knowledge, education, and truth, and 
will get them, and woe to them who stand in the way 
of their getting the light. And the workers suspeot 
that the Churches help to stand in the way.

“ By their fruits shall ye know them " is a Biblical 
injunction much observed by the working class. 
Amongst them there is a belief that they are not 
fairly treated. They hear of increased wealth, and 
they want some of it. They see luxury, opulence, 
and extravagant living. They notice also idle and
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licentious pleasures pursued unchecked — ^
buked. They are conscious also of wrojjf! ^ 
injustices, of conditions which bear k®8 . Lji 
the workers. Then they see vioious livers, 18 
employers, and sweating masters, and tbe ie p  
of ease and idleness prominent in religi°D’ |¡,t; 
of the Churches, occupying the best pews, an 
nobbing with the parson, and they say: ho°k 
religion, it’s hand in glove with the sweaters & ..■

ol:iupholders of long hours and low wages; so tb® ( 
have reason to hate our present social sY^e 
couple with it established religion, and vilify D ^  
being enemies of progress. Rightly or wrong J' 
is the reasoning; that aristocracy, plutoera /' 
religion are partners. ^

One often hears complaints of the m°?0‘ 
on religion, the item which arouses most 8 
being foreign missions. jjitf

The parson is not held in high esteem- t & 
think, and do not hesitate to say it, * 
becomes a parson for one, or both, of two 
either incapacity to do anything else, or f° 
an easy life. Such views naturally react 
upon religion. , r,Bl#

Even in politics there are indications e 
no longer influences people. For two ° r 
the Anglioan Church has tried to work up i® st, 
against the Welsh Church Bill. She a1 ^  sr' 
Crusade, and failed. Neither the Bill a0 ¿it 
tation against it has lost the Governme®

rea=u j

popular vote, nor has 
Some numerous aspects 

have been put before the 
one has been dropped.

it gained them  one- 
iects o f the H om e R 8
fJk a a1a/»4:rtffl Till!} .fl 5‘electors, but 

Whatever
people, the cry that Home Rule means 
does not. To try and create feeling oa ^  
Roman Catholics versus Protestants iŝ 3 ¡¡¡¡f 
failure, and is now rarely heard of, 8
few ultra-bigots. f

This is a praiseworthy im provem ent yi#»
troversy over Home Rule, and redeem ^^i* 
debate from the highly objectionable 
sectarian wrangling. . eBpe0 ŷ

This absence of religious rancor i° e0jbsr ¡jj 
subject for congratulation when we re ^  cfy: 
persistently religious the politics of p 
have been. Politicans have usually ^  ¡flt* s 
strong religions convictions, and some ,
that way now. But the general r̂e°^ s ,  ^  
a very wide tolerance of religious y 
avoidance of denominational weapon s0c\ 
fighting. Politios are politics noW’ Ootr 
and economics as the principal factor8» . 0$t-  - - r .  garing* til'

Sectarianism is so rapidly diaapp®“* e u “' -̂ 
life that there are indications that eV“( 0{ 
question will be settled independent y yje V  
logian. It is largely settling 8fcself’ aiiy tr . 
process of administration being gr®“ °, afli t» 
from the religious bodies to the St® 0bjeC*c/  
palities. The working classes nev 
Council Sohool replacing a denom* #
Once they were indifferent or host* 
now they are getting interested a“ flnbjeCÎ3; hi !^  
interest is entirely in the seoular 8 c__________________ j ______ ____  .
and father never take any interest i® ^ e v®, ,
progress in Soripturo lessons, but t

well in an 
of ^on Johnny and Mollie doing ,

Only a few years ago a Presiden 
Union of Teachers exolaimed 10 y0pi 
theologian blocks the way.” Eduo  ̂
of knocking him, the theologian, ^
trampling on him, but failed to '  tb0.uOil V  

steadily on, leaving 0etPiot,r

%
, > 
‘ i p  

• V f e

education goes auoaunj uu, -- a 0] 
high and dry. New interests a i 
circumvented him. The teacher, « t  ̂
the scientist have quite 8°Eer6., 
Psychology has replaced theologr^at 
now on what the child can do, n° ^ ¡jk  j 
We try to make him a man, not Leco&^ 
Yet no one objects. Religion i8 . ¡3
interesting thing in the world. ,e of \ $ 

It is marvellous how far the Pe j  fori® 
have gone away from the organ' 8
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„ - ---------- - .j fVio hold tbatJ  Chti8tian belief. When we consider ^  lQcal
^ Churches had on education, o P , 0n every 
êminent, on literature, on P ^ ^ ^ ^ io n a l life, 
înfestation of human thought > trammels has 

“«taking off of the ecclesiastical tram &Uy
ên wonder!ally rapid, and we are advan

awards a completely secular state. f super-But, stay 1 cry the despairing defenders or^  ̂
»tatai dogma and priestly privileg ’ istianity ?
' f t  the people if you take away coropiete
There are three answers to tha , ernataral.

f t t .  First, nothing ghostly or supeni fl.
t, c°nd, Christianity is not being take ^ them,
fere throwing it away. It has been offerea
$ they wili not have it! Third, everything !̂ ^
“̂ centuries of man’s endeavor has ac «ve . ^
®ense and increasing discoveries ■ .¿j effort

S ta  of art, and the results of organised <
J the good 0f au instead of eeliish, gralotion, , t
¿ « 00, literature, music, art, philosophy - waft-t̂h in all their many excellent forms areja
£  «man to take and enjoy, ten thousand tome q£ 
5tt et heritage than his present unhappy adoWy 
teS® and uncertainty, coupled wi h^  ̂^  which 

fin something, he knows not wha >. ent.
ne seems to be able to cast any enlig

'Alfred  Ro w bebry  WILIAMS.

The Kaiser in Heaven.

—»uie that the secret of tho ^  When it leaked
^  ,u skould not remain a secret for 1° o- „ Q waa that ii

C0nae(iuence8 of course followe ■ receivo ir
ij M 'ke*! ̂  became necessary for the Aim g J  aone fairij
■' 2  aa important guest. This had tone ^  foi

1#’ I VinY? ^ 6 atiandards of reckoning time ua t be eternal 
>  the stay oi the Kaiser in heaven was tos, •C?.tQuat ■

J HI«ht; --- ** "“wuoauu ngca 1U LUI
\ C ° alabeannov^.-Jlke an evening, and some touch}.. h,uu Home touen}___ o*euiua, nostponec-“‘u Do annoyed if a social politeness
Tt«ELot foar thousand ages. „mhanael, Michael

*as a. J,ber consequence was that the a <=Obeying bit
erphonsiy annoyed with St. Peter o heaven. Ii
ket 0tdeis not to lot any more German gt. Petei
*‘i l ® * 4 Waa Michael’s displeasure that p

^  —for a tin«» - *■ ’•su—.f . — *° uio^ioasure mat poor st. Fete
tec.),,. ?r, a time, at least—of his honorable positioi f i n f d a  b e a v o n .

oh l ,^ le days being obviously always fine ii 
> h C e,!lb delivered * / - ----------  - *«it - '-■nernK a ~"j ° UOIUn oDViousiy always fine

to pt6R ,b delivered a celestial command to thi
'as raj, ‘ imself before the Almighty. The Ivaise
oectfui .,Cr De^tled; it would have been so mucl
Kaicp. er? ^ e  good Lord to come to him. How •oer could »„.I. v. . - •J h s a  ; , i l 6e r  c o u ld  n i . u 0 a  Uord t o  c o m e  t o  him. H e  

Î > 4  l ? l e â g m e n t  S lpÄ g  a  K *t l e  f l a t t e r ,e d b y

__ CULLLLLlUiU
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th6vll4iped fr Vledgmen̂  °i- his importance, and havii 
t,[ .î Seticg ,0fIai the cherub that he would bo conducted t 

ĥibim ani Q AlmiShty by a large and imposing guar. 
t seraphim, signified his willingness to 

tw^W a • . . •
H18*0otn ^¡hetbing theatrical and meretricious abo 
W.A11?6- Thp »*1 ^ ost High, and so the Kaiser at om 
h. sUiov,. 'mighty sat on a throno approachod

P® ,and thus raised high above tbo floe 
_u imitation sea only too palpably mad(
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> ! .v e r v (- ° lr golden —  ^  * ' "
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‘h,
. .  ° . "u0-  goiaen crowns. Owing to tbo

C i Ibew.jy mw cracks in tbo glass. tn tb
dC r erTK ea.-tbe perpetual hymn of
S w ®  Abm'ghty, who had a light bro

^  VyUu expression, seemo  ̂ to regard ,pT  B°mt>
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iou wjH ramp„K„. ii ...........................
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m' God „ r.“ «  Will —, ---- “  «eau »  saa uibuul
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. k to do w ith  th e  tunning of :spetod 1 KaiB'
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3 ^ t e , ana Baid -  '  ’irv Mi uio uuu
a loud and resonant voie

“  Guten Tag, Kamerad ! ”  The Almighty smiled and nod
ded. “ It gives me great pleasure to see you here,” he said 
politely; and then added, after a pause, “  Well, you seem to 
have been the cause of rather an uproar down there. I 
have had some Belgian refugees here who seem to be rather 
indignant about something.”

“  My army,”  said the Kaiser, “ had to violate the neu
trality of Belgium because we had it on absolutely unim
peachable authority that the French were about to' attack us 
across Belgium.”

The Kaiser broke off, for a sudden darkness seemed to 
fall on the whole room. But it was not dark long. A 
bright ray of light thrown, it seemed, by some celestial lime
light, fell across the scene from the neighborhood of the 
Almighty’s head.

The Kaiser naturally stepped forward into the limelight, 
but a strong hand shot out aud pulled him back. The room 
quickly got light and the limelight ceased to fizzle. The 
Kaiser turned a puzzled and angry look on the owner of the 
restraining hand, the man with the auburn hair. Under 
cover of the angelic chorus which suddenly broke out in 
praise of God’s infinite wisdom, the archangel Michael— for 
the owner of the aburn hair was he—whispered testily into 
the Kaiser’s ear, “  Don’t you see that God winked 1 ”

11 But I  heard that the French army was quite unpre
pared,”  continued God, when the angelic chorus had at last 
ceased.

“ It is the duty of a great and warlike nation to be 
prepared lest neighboring nations fall upon it,”  said the 
Kaiser in a pulpit-like voice.

“  That sounds like Bernhardi—or the Bible,”  remarked 
the Lord thoughtfully. “  So you were prepared ? ”

“  Yes, thank God, we were ! ”
“  Don’t trouble to thank me,” said God lightly ; I  

hadn’t anything to do with it. And the French were 
unprepared ? ”

"  Unprepared, as a degenerate nation would b e ! ”
“  And yet they fell upon you 1 What fools these mortals 

are,” mused God.
There was a long pause, which allowed the Kaiser to miss 

the point of the Almighty’s remark. Having done so, be 
confidently expressed a wish, which always has, in his case, 
the force of a command, that God would crown the German 
arms with success.

“  I  always have, and always will, foreordain that victory 
shall rest with the victorious,”  pronounced God, ex 
cathedra.

And surely anybody can see that ex cathedra pronounce
ments like that are infallible.

On his way out, tbo Kaiser, who was unescorted now, came 
across St. Petor sitting at the corner of one of the golden 
streets studying a three-months-old Daily Mail. St. Peter 
smiled weakly at the Kaiser : “  I have nothing else to do 
now so I am reading this,” he said.

The Kaiser seemed anxious to talk, so St. Peter politely 
laid down his paper.

“  It’s a very old paper,”  he began, in a deprecatory tone of 
voice, “  but, you see, things are not very punctual here. It ’s 
a case of a thousand ages ago down there being as yesterday 
up here. But you seem as though you wanted to ask 
something.”

The Kaiser felt almost human when St. Peter talked to 
him, and in a confidential tone of voice he began to ask 
about tho wink, and other things that pnzzled him abont the 
Almighty. St. Peter looked well around him before replying, 
and thou he droppod his voice. “ I foel I can be frank with 
you,”  ho said ; “ the truth is, that we havo long recognised 
that God is not omnipotent, and yet still appearances must 
bo kept up. That wink, for instance, has to bo stage- 
managed. It impresses some people; but, of courso, you 
are on a different plane altogether.”

Tho look of reverence in St. Peter’s simple face was so 
obvious that the Kaiser felt a glow of satisfaction stealing 
over him. “  Truo ; did you find that out at once ? ”  he said, 
in a pleased tono of voico and with an indulgent smile.

St. Peter, by way of reply, took up tho paper and read an 
account of the bombardment of Scarborough and Whitby. 
“ So soon as I read that," he said with enthusiasm, “  I 
knew 1 "

Tho Kaiser locked somowhat uneasy, as if he wore afraid 
that St. Peter was going to taunt him with allowing his 
ships to fire on non-combatants. At the bottom of tho 
Kaiser’s heart there was a little human feeling of regret 
that I10 was going to lose the friendlinoss of the only friendly 
person he had mot in honvon. He had grown almost to 
like St. Peter. But St. Potor went on : “  It was just like 
what lawyers call 1 Acts of God.’ Tho innocent were 
destroyed instead of tho guilty. Anybody could tell you 
woro a God after that ! ”
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday 
and be marked “  Lecture Notice ” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
Outdoor.

Bethnal ' Green Branch N. 8 . S. (Victoria Park, near the 
Bandstand): 3.15 and 6.15, L. B. Gallagher, Lectures.

C amberwell B ranch N. S. S. (Broekwell Park) : 5.15, W. 
Davidson, a Lecture.

Kingsland Branch N. 8. S .: 7.30, J. W. Marshall, “ Precept 
and Practice.”

North London Bbanch N. 8 . 8. (Finsbury Park) : 11.15, F. 
Schaller, a Lecture. Parliament H ill: 3.15, Miss K. B. Kough, 
a Lecture. Regent’s Park : 3.15, F. Schaller, a Lecture.

West Ham Branch N. 8. 8 . (outside Maryland Point Station, 
Stratford, E .) : 7, E. Burke, a Lecture.

PROPAGANDIST LEAFLETS. New Issue. 1 . Christianity a 
Stupendous Failure, J. T. Lloyd; 2. Bible and Teetotalism, J. M. 
Wheeler; 3. Principles of Secularism, C. Watts; 4. Where Are 
Your Hospitals t R. Ingersoll. 5. Because the Bible Tells Me 
So, W. P. B all; 6. Why Be Oood ? by G. W. Foote. The 
Parson's Creed. Often the means of arresting attention and 
making new members. Price 6d. per hundred, post free 7d. 
Special rates for larger quantities. Samples on receipt of 
stamped addressed envelope.—Miss E , M. Vance, N. S. S. 
Secretary, 62 Farringdon-street, London, E.O.

LATEST N. S. S. BADGE.—A single Pansy 
flower, size as shown ; artistic and neat design 
in enamel and silver; permanent in color; has 
been the means of making many pleasant 
introductions. Brooch or Stud fastening, 6d. 
Scarf-pin, 8d. Postage in Great Britain Id. 
Small reduction on not less than one dozen. 
Exceptional value.—From Miss E. M. VanciI, 

General Secretary, N. S. S., 62 Farringdon-street, London, E.G.

CHARLES
THE LATE

BRÄDLÄÜGH, M.P,
A Statuette Bust,

Modelled by Burvill in 1881. An excellent likeness of the great 
Freethinker. Highly approved of by his daughter and intimate 

colleagues. Size, 6̂  ins. by 8j  ins. by 4J ins.
Plaster (Ivory Finish) ... ... 3/-

Extra by post (British Isles): One Bust, 1 /-; two, 1/6.

T he Pioneer Press 61 Farringdon-street. London, E .O .; or, 
Miss E. M. Vance, Secretary, N. S. S.

All Profits to be evoted to the N. S. S. Benevolent Fund.

America's Freethought 

T H E  T R U T H
FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT, IfW’.gjj, 

CONTINUED BY E. M. MACDONALD,
G. E. MACDONALD „
L. K. WASHBURN . „  „  Editorial bo>

Subscription R ates. j,®
Single subscription in advance — •" ¡,00
Two now subscribers ...   •“  5,®
One Bubsoription two years in advanoe e?

To all foreign countries, except Mexioo, 50 cents per  ̂ r»;-
Subscriptions for any length of time under a year’ ^nj6.

25 cents per month, may bo begun at any ** <.f’
Freethinkers everywhere are invited to send for W 

which are free.
THE TRUTH BEEKER COMPANY, ^ . .

Publishers, Dealers in Freethought Boo < (J,.
62 Veset Street, New

Determinism or Free
By C. COHEN.

Issued by the Secular Society,  &  '

A clear and able exposition of the 
the only adequate light—the light of e

3ubje
vdui#

CONTENTS.
I. The Question Stated.—II. “  Freedom "  and " 
Consciousness, Deliberation, and ChoicA.—IV. o t “ ^

Consequences of Determinism,—V. Professor Jafflf l p!icf 
Dilemma of Determinism.”—VI. The Nature and1 
of Responsibility.—VII. Determinism and Character'" 

Problem in Determinism.—IX. Environmeo •

PRICE ONE SHILLING N®
(Postage 2d.)

T he P ioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon-street

T H E  s  e  g S O C I E T Y
Company Limited by Guarantee,

Registered Office— 62 FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.O. 

Chairman o f Board o f Directors— Me. G. W, FOOTE, 

Secretary— Miss E. M. VANCE,

y
T his Society was ormed in 1898 to afford legal security to the 
acquisition and application of funds for Socn'ar purposes.

The Memorandum of Association sets forth that the Society's 
Objects are :—To promote the principle that human conduct 
should be based upon natural knowledge, and not upon super
natural belief, and that human welfare in this world is the proper 
end of all thought and action. To promote freedom of inquiry. 
To promote universal Secular Education. To promote the com
plete secularisation of the State, cto., etc. And to do all such 
lawful things as are conducive to such objects. Also to have, 
hold, receive, and retain any sumB of money paid, given, devised, 
or bequeathed by any person, and to employ the came for any of 
the purposes of the Society.

The liability of members is limited to £1, In case the Society 
should ever be wound np and the assets were insufficient to cover 
liabilities—a most unlikely contingency.

Members pay an entranoe fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent 
yearly subscription of five shillings.

The Society has a considerable number of members, bnt a much 
larger number is desirable, and it is hoped that some will be 
gained amongst those who read this announcement. All who join 
it participate in the control of its business and the trusteeship of 
its resources. It is expressly provided in the Articles of Associa
tion that no member, as such, shall derive any sort of profit from 
th~ Society, either by way cf dividend, bonus, or interest, or in 
any way whatever.

The Society's affairs are managed by on elected Board of 
Directors, consisting of Dot less than five and not more than 
twelvs members, one-third of whem retire (by ballot) eaoh year,

tal
due are cupnoio 01 re-eiecuuu. An Annual G® pep : 
members muBt be held in London, to receive 
new Directors, and transact any other busines 0jety> 8e:'-v 

t"> — - — — - j_,_. — ----j  Hncnlar vu„intt .„IV:

but are capable of ra-oiection

ssa  ; ?

administrâti'orT k ‘  ^  them ° ™  ^\ M '  administration. No objection of any kind bas f  ßüd‘i!
any of the wills by wbiob * x. fistiòconnection with

already been benefited. i03
The Sooiety's solicitors are Messrs. HaU?®r 

Rood-lane, Fenohuroh-stroet, London, E.O.
is » 0U» ’f t 'i

/jA Form of Bequest.—The following — . r0, „ . „
bequest for insertion in the wills of testa*01 ¡tf’J  
“  bequeath to the Secular Society, Limit®®’ tece\ e$‘5  
“  free from Legacy Duty, and I direct that 0 a0d,arj >l 
“  two members of the Board of the said Soc^ijjoo®’ ■ 
“  thereof shall be a good discharge to my :
“  said Legaoy.” a ,t ifl V jV

Friends of the Sooiety who havo rememb®.r.® ,¡,0 ^  .>
or who intend to do so, should formally °°  
the fact, or send 
(if desired) treat 
but it is advisable.
their contents have to bo established by ®°
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: Miss E.M. Vano*, 62 Farringdon-st., London, 3.C.
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Liberty and Necessity. An argument against 
Free Will and in favor of Moral Causation. By David 
Hume. 82 pages, price 2d., postage Id.

The Mortality of the Soul. By David Home. 
With an introduction by G. W. Foote. 16 pages, price Id.,
postage id .
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An Essay on Suicide. By David Hume. With
an Historical and Critical Introduction by G. W. Foote, 
price Id., postage £d.

From Christian Pulpit to Secular Platform.
By J. T. Lloyd. A History of his Mental Development. 
60 pages, price Id., postage Id.

The Martyrdom of Hypatia. By M. M. Manga-
sarian (Chicago). 16 pages, price Id., postage £d.

The W isdom of the Ancients. By Lord Bacon.
A beautiful and suggestive composition. 86 pages, reduced 
from Is. to 3d., postage Id.

A Refutation of Deism. By Percy Bysshe
Shelley. With an Introduction by G. W. Foote. 32 pages, 
price Id., postage J3.

Life, Death, and Immortality. By Peroy Bysshe
Shelley. 16 pages, price Id., postage id .

Why Am I an Agnostic ? By Col. R. G. Ingersoll. 
24 pages, price 2d., postage £d.

Bible Stodies and Phallic Worship. By J. M.
Wheeler. 136 pages, price Is. 6d., postage 2d.

Utilitarianism. By Jeremy Bentham. An Impor
tant Work. 32 pages, price Id., postage id .

The Mistakes of Moses. By Col. R. G. Ingersoll. 
Only Complete Edition. Beautifully printed on fine 
paper. 136 pages. Reduced to 6d., postage 2id.

The Essence of Religion. By Lndwig Fenerbaoh. 
“  All theology is anthropology.”  Büchner said that “  no 
one has demonstrated and explained the purely human 
origin of the idea of God better than Ludwig Feuerbach.’ 
78 pages, price 6d, postage Id.

The Code of Nature. By Denis Diderot. Power
ful and eloquent. 16 pages, price Id., postage id.

Biographical Dictionary of Freethinkers— 
Of All Ages and Nations. By Joseph Mazzini Wheeler, 
355 pages, price (reduced from 7s. 6d.) 3s., postage 4d.

A Philosophical Inquiry Concerning Human 
L iberty. By Anthony Collins. With Preface and Anno
tations by G. W. Foote and Biographical Introduction by 
J. M. Wheeler. One of the strongest defences of Deter
minism ever written. Cloth, Is. ; paper, 6d., post Id.

Defence of Freethought. By Col. R. G. Ingersoll.
64 pages, price 2d., postage Id.

Rome or Reason ? A Reply to Cardinal Manning. 
By Col. R. G. Ingeraoll. 48 pages, price Id., postage Id.

P A M P H L E T S  B Y  C .  C O H E N .

An Outline of Evolutionary Ethics. Price 6d.,
postage Id.

Socialism, Atheism, and Christianity. Price Id.,
postage id .

Christianity and Social Ethics. Price id.,
postage id .

Pain and Providence. Price Id., postage id.
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