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vi. FOOTE.

Pbice Twopence

Practically the whole of the day's proceedings
were taken up with the speech of Mr. Cave. Oar
own counsel—very wisely, | think—restricted his
speech in the opening of the case to an outline of
the nature of the will of Mr. Bowman, a statement
of the character of the Secular Sooiety, Limited;
and the Judge agreeing that primd facie the Sooiety
was entitled to the estate, it was decided to hear the
opposing counsel, and discover what valid reasons
there were, if any, against the executors proceeding
to administration in favor of the Secular Sooiety.

Mr. Cave cannot be called a very inspiring speaker,
although it must be admitted that he had a very
difficult task to perform. Briefly, this was to
prove that a legally incorporated Society, whose
Articles of Association contained nothing that was
not completely oovered by the Coleridge ruling, and
by the rulings of every judge since 1883, was an
illegal association. To effect this purpose he relied
upon two arguments. First, the legacy was in the
nature of a trust, and sought to create a perpetuity.
But a perpetuity can only be oreated provided that a
capital sum is looked up, the interest of which is to
bo spent on specific objects. This argument, how-
ever, as the Judge pointed out, was disposed of by
the fact that there was nothing in the Articles of
Association to prevent the Sooiety spending the
whole of its capital-—of course, within the limits of
its Articles. Mr. Cave fought this point very dog-
gedly, and with characteristic persistence,but it was
overruled.

The second argument was of a different, and ap-
parently more involved, character. Bat it was being
argued before a Judge with a very decided oapacity
for keeping the essential point before his own mind,
and before the minds of others ; and the quiet smile
that stole over the face of Mr. Jasbioe Joyoe at cer-
tain parts of the pleading proved that he was quite
alive to all the attempts to divert attention from the
essential question at issue.

Mr. Cave, in short, asked Mr. Justice Joyoe to
declare the bequest invalid on the grounds that the
money was to be devoted to an attack on religion,
which he declared to be quite illegal, and that the
Secular Sooiety, Limited, was a “ dummy Sooiety ”
formed to reoceive gifts whioh could not be made to
the National Secular Society, which he rather
curiously oalled the “ parent Sooiety.” But with
this the Judge firmly declined to have anything to
do. Over and over again he deolared that all he was
there to consider was the Articles of Association.
Was there anything illegal in them ? “ Do you wish
me to hold that the Sooiety is a fraud ?” he bluntly
asked Mr. Cave. “ Certainly,” replied the counsel.
“ Well,” was the answer, “ | will not do it. You can
go on arguing something else.” If, he said, on
another occasion, there is any misuse of the
money acquired, let someone else move; that
is not the question now before me. And, still
more emphatically, even though these people
had in view an illegal object, that would not
make the Society illegal. And, again, “if these
people have infringed the statute, proseoute them.”
But with the utmost emphasis he said that he was
not going to even oonsider whether any publications
of the Sooiety came within the law of blasphemous
libel or not. That had nothing to do with the case.
His Lordship’s view was, evidently, that a society, like
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an individual, must bear the legal responsibility for,
and eonsequenees of, its actions, but that the fact of
some of its actions being illegal could not deprive the
Society of its legal character. That, to a layman,
sounds like good law, and it is certainly good sense.
To say that an association is illegal because it might
do something criminal, sounds like midsummer mad-
ness. That possibility is before every association in
the country. It is a possibility that confronts even
the Convocation of Canterbury, or the trustees of the
City Temple. And, a3 a matter of fact, one of the
purposes of giving an association of persona a legal
status is that it may be brought before a court and
punished if it commits an illegal act. In other words,
the possibility of a society doing something illegal is
allowed for by the law which gives it a status. And
yet, it was precisely because of this possibility that
Mr. Cave was asking an administrator of the law to
declare the Sooiety a fraud.

The other portion of Mr. Cave’s address was taken
up with a review of the law of Blasphemous Libel,
from the seventeenth century up to Lord Coleridge’s
time. It was easy to see why Mr. Cave stopped there,
and easy to see why he omitted some foreshadowings
of Lord Coleridge's decision in earlier blasphemy
trials. He pursued the now old-fashioned, certainly
narrow plan of arguing that Christianity was a part
of the law of England, and that an attack upon
religion, he said, although he obviously meant Chris-
tianity, was illegal. “ Our law may be right or wrong,
but it starts with a State religion,” was one of his
deliverances. This is very clearly wrong. Our law
does not start with a State religion. It includes one,
which is a very different thing. And prior to Pro-
testant times there was actually no State Church,
although there was a Churoh favored, protected,
and supported by the State.

Mr. Cave's great standby was the ferocious Act of
William Il1l.—an Act under which there has never, |
think, been a prosecution, and which has b8en taken
only as enforcing and amending the Common Law on
the subject. To enforce his point, Mr. Cave was
driven to some curiously narrow inferences. His
principal assault was upon Article (a) of the Memo-
randum of Association:—

“ To promote in such way as may from time to time
be determined, the principle that human conduct should
be based upon natural knowledge, and not upon super-
natural belief, and that human welfare in this world is
the proper end of all thought and action.”

This, said Mr. Cave, is Atheism—overlooking the
fact that Atheism is not an indictable offence at
English law. The judge failed to see it. Well, retorted
the counsel, the title of the Society, “ Secular,” proves
it. Secular is anti-religion. Again the judge de-
murred—"“ You can't expeot me to accept that, it
involves the question of what religion is.” It is
against all morality, said Mr. Cave. Not so, cor-
rected the judge, “ the Society merely attempts to
put morality on a different foundation.” But, urged
Mr. Cave, it takes no note of any other world than
this, and with one of his humorous and very human
smiles, Mr. Justice Joyce remarked that the law itself
only applied to this world, and then, more seriously,
“What are we considering ? Surely, if the thing is
reverently done, there is no harm?” Lord Coleridge’s
view, he said, was a very sensible one, and he was not
going to form any other. And, indeed, it was that
judgment that beset Mr. Cave during the whole of
his speech. He had to combat the declarations of
judge after judge that an attack on Christian belief
—either on a part or on the whole, could no longer be
construed an offence in English law. It was really
that file Mr. Cave was biting, and it broke his
teeth.

When Mr. Cave had concluded, Mr. Tomlin rose to
reply, but the judge met him with, “ 1 do not wish to
hear you.” His own judgment was brief, bat clear.
The question before him was one of law simply.
Were the objeota of the Society as set forth in
the Memorandum of Association legal? That was
the only question before him. He found nothing
in the Memorandum that was subversive of morality,
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contrary to law, or which contravened any stat’™
The legacy, therefore, was a perfectly valid one-
The verdict was really, as | have already 8"
great victory for the Freethought movemen
Great Britain. There was only one feature fi®’
to make the day complete. This was the J
of Mr. Foote, the oreator of the Secular
Limited, the one man in Britain who saw ijj.
great and age-long disability might be removed
out waiting for the repeal of Acts of Parliameza
ought long since to have been consigned to tha
paper basket. Every Freethinker in court refr'Li,
his absence; so also did the solicitors and a®
It was deeply to be regretted that, at suoch ~
illness Bhould have prevented his being P0080? ! ~
thus rob him of the pleasure of seeing his judo® G
confirmed by a judge of one of the High Gaa*
Justice. iff
For my part, | left the oourt more than ewe
pressed with the sound judgment of Mr.
connection with this affair. From the very form
of the Society, his opinion of it had never
He did not question that an attempt might ce »
to upset a bequest, but he was always confide0O™ }
suoh an attempt would fail. At numerous
Meetings and interviews with counsel and sou &
he had indicated the attitude that a judge wo »
likely to take, and had marked out the Im® g
which the Society’s defence should proce® .= w
foresight has been justified to the letter. L'
spirit of Coesar in Shakespeare’s play which P8 f
the whole of the aotion of the tragedy evOn  @mf®
death of the great Roman, the influence of G-™" jj 5
was supreme in Chancery Court No. Ill* on
It was a victory for the Secular Sooiety,
that was the impersonal aspect of the oase. ™ i
was a personal triumph for the creator
Sooiety. And there was something grimly m
priate in the fact that the man whose L
blasphemy had brought forth from a Lo;.
Justice a ruling that vitally ohanged the
judges towards the artificial offence of blasp dgXjj9
libel, should, as a result of that trial, ~aVv?jgbil®
way to remove from British Freethought a * 7O
that had crippled its energies for at IeastCaGJ$P.

Agnosticism and the War*

*

At the beginning of the War the clergy Of[gliOS’\i
ruinations rejoioed exceedingly because chld
chapels were crowded. It was exultantly if
the people were returning to God, that r0
rapidly ooming into its own, and that the' mo,
the Church wa3 secured. Even Sir O'1 e$e“”
assured a Brotherhood audience that °d $
the War would be the flooking of penitoO\

the all-loving Savior. The War is now 1pty® [,
month, and churches and chapels are as Option ju
were before it began, and some of them e
Campbell Morgan has just delivered ® pre®%4
whioh he said “ that he feared that in ® ™ a&.(i
of tragedy and oataclysm many gave way prdfji>
resentful Agnostioism.” On the very datf ~eir
it he conversed with people who had Ips

because of the War. In his estimation,™"?
the abandonment of faith is a great
inexcusable blunder. As reported in
World, Dr. Morgan argued that “ if a
his faith he would not escape the tr"Se/ act f3
would lose his only possible place of r0. jp jv
than that, he would lose the power to

It is true that the tragedy confronts

well as the Theist, but with what 1 ,
difference! The Theist is logioally.JLr ~ pfi$
bound to justify the War somehow, egTfaut3 0
senting it as a judgment for some 8roG gfiatid3]
claiming that it is a redemptive v ,-0
course, if there really is a God of ]°8 bO\ V
upon the throne of the Universe, ijj 0

The very existence of tragedy and

&R0 fe
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ad ack an3 God-governed world is inconceivable ;
amending this, a thoughtful Theist of necss-
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|3 miserable failures, and the character of
hes 33 8nPreme Sovereign suffered greatly at his
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trev k, onsc’enGous unbelievers. He affirms that

55 a 1°8t “ the only possible place of rest.”
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malB8 mf believers do not know what rest
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at them through the eye of intelligence, they are seen
to be nothing but shadows. The same thing is true
of God and his sovereignty. His government of the
world is an illusion, and there is nothing of which we
can honestly say that it is his work. How on earth,
then, can faith in Christ or God enable anyone to help
others ? It is the possession of a sympathetic dis-
position that renders one a souroce of comfort to
one’s neighbors ; and such a disposition is a gift
of Nature, which we can improve by practice.

Dr. Morgan admits that “ God is an abstraction,
save as we see him in Jesus Christ, contracted to
a span.” That is to say, to all non-Christians
throughout the world God is an abstraction, posses-
sing no persona! reality whatever. When we first see
him as a parson in Jesus Christ, he is “ contracted to
a span,” reduced, diminished, made less, so that we
can understand him. Thus the Incarnation signified
the diminution of the Deity, his contraction to a span
in the person of Jesus of Nazareth. Suoh is the God
who is said to be responsible for the War—an ab-
straction “ contracted to a span.” Is it any wonder
that men and women are renouncing all faith in him?
Dr. Morgan’s own discourses on the War, published
some months ago, were of such acharacter as to make
the Supreme Being appear the most ridiculous and
monstrous person imaginable, and have helped more
than one reader to become an Atheist.

J. T. Liloxd.

Shakespeare’s Scepticism.

“ In religion
What damned error bat some sober brow
Will bless it and approve it with a text.”
—AII's Well that Ends Well.

Some people, not wholly illiterate, have been known
to admit that they could only regard Miss Marie
Corelli’'s tremendous popularity with wonder and
nmazoment. The genius of Thomas Hardy and
George Meredith, as of Shelley and Keats before
them, dawned slowly on the general reader. But
Miss Corelli is a writer of novels whose books run
into new editions as fast as the fashions change.
Like Messrs. Charles Garvioe and William Le Queux,
she has succeeded in winning the hearts of the
middle-class reader. What these stern realists are
to the worldly minded, M!ss Corelli is to the other-
worldly minded.

Miss Corelli does not lack courage of a kind.
Whole pages of her books are devoted to tirades
against things she dislikes, and recently Bhe has
deluged Dr. Lyttelton, the headmaster of Eton
College, with a Niagara of vituperation concerning
his views on Shakespeare. Writing in the Sunday
Herald, Miss Corelli complains that Dr. Lyttelton
has uttered what she calls a “ Shakespeare slander ”
in declaring that the groat poet was “ not a
Christian,” and that Dr. Lyttelton stands indicted
“ bafore God and man for uttering an unfounded
libel against the greatest poet of the world.” Mias
Corelli adds that:—

“ Scores of beautiful and impressive allusions to the
saving grace of the Christian faith can be found
throughout all Shakespeare’s works, and, to quote the
judgment cf that learned divine, Bishop Charles Words-
worth, ‘Tako the entire range of English literature;
put together our best authors who have written upon
subjects not professedly religious or theological, and we
shall not find in them all united so much evidence of
the Bible having been read and used as in Shakespeare
alone. | cannot but remark that whilo most of the
great laymen of that groat Elizabethan age—Lord
Bacon, Raleigh, Spenser, Lord Burleigh, Ben Jonson—
have paid homage to Christianity, none of them has
done this so fully and effectively as Shakespeare.’”

Dc. Lyttelton’s statement was made in a sermon
at Holy Trinity Church, Sbratford-on-Avon, and Miss
Corelli goes on to say i—

“ Dr. Lyttelton’s sermon aroused the keenest indig-
nation, and had 1 boen alone instead of being accomp-
anied by a man lafraid of offences,’” as so many men
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are, | should have left the church. 1 have since been
assured that had | done so, half at least of those
assembled would have followed my example, and |
have often regretted that | was hindered from initiating
this public protest against the wrong done to the name
of Shakespeare by one who had been specially invited
to do honor to his memory. That a preacher and
teacher should thus attempt to belittle the fame of
England's national poet, in his own burial place, was
simply scandalous.”

Bishop Wordsworth’'s assertion has been dealt
with before ; bat it is well, in view of Miss Corelli's
statements in a widely circulated newspaper, to
recount some of the reasons for regarding Shakes-
peare as a Freethinker.

There have been many guesses, founded mainly on
isolated passages from his plays, concerning the
religious opinions of Shakespeare. Credulity has
represented him as an evangelical Christian ; a
Churchman of the type of that buffoon, James I.; as
a Protestant bigot; as a Spiritualist; and even as a
member of what Carlyle calls “ the great, lying
Catholic Church.”

The fact is, that Shakespeare was a world too wide
for any theology. Ha never fretted and fussed
about the salvation of his soul, and he was no more
a Christian than Lucretius, or Omar Khayyam,
Montaigne, or Rabelais. Dealing in his master-
pieces with the deepest issues of life and conduct, he
never points to the Cross as a solution. Writing in
an age when religious wars and sohisms were con-
vulsing Europe, and in England, where the old faith
was in its death-struggle with Protestantism, it is
remarkable that Shakespeare turned his back on
Christianity. Often as his questionings turn to the
riddle of the universe, he leaves it an enigma to the
last, disdaining the common theological solutions.

In that sceptical play, Hamlet, Shakespeare intro-
duces a ghost, and the Prince talks with his father’s
spirit, “ piping hot from purgatory.” That ghost
does not represent Shakespeare’s belief, but was put
in for dramatic effeot, for, when Hamlet dies, his last
words are, “ The rest is silence.” Take King Lear,
the tragedy “ too deep for tears,” touohing the root-
springs of human nature. The whole play is an
impeachment of Providenoe, and is summed up in
the biting lines :(—

“ As flies to wanton boys are we to the gods—
They kill us for their sport.”

Shakespeare never hesitates to make his charac-
ters jest on Biblical subjscts, or to treat with
irreverence the most sacred features of Christianity.
Note Sir John Falstaff's blasphemies. Bardolph's
face reminds him of hell fire, and of the Devil's
kitchen. Then Sir John ridicules eternal torment:
“ 1 think the Devil will not have me damned, lest the
oil that is in me should set hell on fire.” King
Richard, too, compares himself to Christ, and even
exalts his own misery above that of the second
person of the Trinity. He has “ three Judases, each
one thrice worse than Judas.” So Judas did to
Jesus, “he, in twelve, found truth in all but one ; I,
in twelve thousand, none.” In Twelfth Night, when
Olivia says of her brother, “ 1 know his soul is in
heaven, fool,” like a bayonet-thrust comes the rude
answer, “ The more fool you, madonna, to mourn for
your brother being in heaven.”

In Timon of Athens, we are told gold “ will knit
and break religions ” ; and elsewhere Shakespeare
warns us, in lines of Luoretian bitterness: —

“ Our remedies oft in themselves do lie
Which we ascribe to heaven.”

The same iconoclastic note sounds in The Tempest,
when Miranda says, while viewing the shipwreck:—
“ Had | been any God of power, | would
Have sunk the sea within the earth, or e’er

It should the good ship so have swallowed, and
The freighting souls within her.”

Serenely the great dramatist leaves human nature
to expound in its own being the mystery of existence.
His philosophy is taken from the heart of life :(—

“ Nature is made batter by no mean
But nature makes that mean.”
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There are scores of passages which proveS ~
speare’s heterodoxy to the discerning reader. ©
we only his play3 to refer to, it were siU'jld
Fortunately, we have another source fro®
his views may be drawn. In the sonne\ %
Master unlocks his heart. Throughout the j
in which love strong as death, and the bitter > ~
destiny are treated with fullness, allusions to
tianity are absent, and orthodoxy is thrown
winds. Listen to the following lines :—

“ When in disgrace with fortune and men’s eye3
I all alone bewecp my outcast state.
And trouble deaf heaven with my bootless on*9
And look npon myself and curse my fate.

Who but a Freethinker could have written
before “ heaven” ? The epitaph on Shakes?”
eldest daughter clearly implies that the Pb
life had not been one of piety: —

Witty above her sense, but that's not all,
Wise to salvation was good Mistris Hall;
Something of Shakespeare was in that, but thU
Wholly of him with whom she’s now in bhssc.

Shakespeare took the beliefs and snperlg,
around him as material for his works,
fairies, witches, gods and goddesaes, the
of the Ancients, and the dramatis persona
Christian religion, are but the machinery f°r j(
ing to the popular sentiment. When t00' jjji
served their purpose, they appear no \e0I?' gac
permanent direction of his mind wa3 towar
larism. Dr. Lyttelton is right in his statem0 ™ ([
Shakespeare was “ not a Christian.” The 8te"
authors banished religion from literature,
well, for his mind is the horizon beyond
at present, we do not see. i

The Evolution of Mammalian Y@

Oob planetary home has been the theatre A H%
strange scenes of life and death in the coor® ~dJi
varied career. An insignificant member o ~
system, itself only tenth-rate in importan "¢
compared with the giant systems such a3 tha ™jc
revolves around Sirius, the earth’s history i
theless, of no little moment to those who d
its crust. ok
As the primitive neat of our pianau «- gS¥b
intensity, conditions became favorable for th » Ai

of life. From primitive protoplasmio spl0 t*
developed the lowliest organic things. gifef
“ Protobion "—the first living being—ba3 b* gg§
to the earliest form of living matter. /m

have been a carbonaceous structure of tb0 , tfj

kind ; but as all organio substance is 6. ¢jgereS
extensive oapaoities for variation, organic

ation was merely a matter of time. Hifc0 i 1f
all traces of primordial life have been 0 ‘ eotS;
The soft and delioate materials of whiob t f°r it-
life was entirely composed, fully acconn
Only those organisms which evolve hard a 9
ing structures, such as shells and bones, “
to leave any records in the rocks of thO
existence.

The palmcntologist is to a great degree
upon th8 remains left by invertebrate aDIDi;fll? ,
different g 'ologicpJ depesfiBjs is eOP.
of the earlier fossil-bearing strata w
far, failed to reveal the slightest
more advanced vertebrate forms of
Palceozoic Era, the chief groups of the exC
invertebrates were all represented by 10S®By r e -
forms, and their existence at this bigb "jof Ffj
period neoessarily presupposes a long ~jjiobr
cess of evolution, the direct evidences of n
passed away, never to return.

In the later Silurian Period, the firstf
animals put in their appearance, and a3~ ry 0~
nearer and nearer to our own times, tbs ® >/ 9
evolution of vertebrato life becomes J
clearer to us. Fish-like animals first
from those arose amphibians, whose Pu *

@®
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th®frogs and toads, are but the pigmy survivors
"anorder that has left in the rocks the fossils of
i latorepresentatives who lorded the land in the
Pv khe great coal-forests—the Carboniferous
'Wa. From some of the more enterprising amph-
* * Proceeded the reptiles, who succeeded to the

asovereignty and developed a multitudinous
3 ?£life. On land, in the waters, and even m
ni,.rair the reign of the reptiles was long un-
t, e The deposed amphibians had either
ba = ed them£elves into reptiles or succumbed
ela @lr more up-to-date competitors. But further
teor*@Were being prepared. Some of the reptiles
dJ to assume a mammalian appearance, thus
d0'd] the path for the coming kings of life) wtnle

d#departed in anathpr direction f3°f8th”™ ' the
type and became the eg-JThns £rom

- toothed and long-tailed b - ~Njeh
unblooded reptiles arose that am wen as
“'mately produoed monkeys and m , .Aifioation,

winged and feathered family whose nidihe #
-"tnege, and song are to be treasure

p”rs and glories of our planet. rpheramorPhs
tomreptiles zoologically known i £s tbat
of which so closely resemble bistory
®great majority of visitors to a BUob)
sscam would at once assume e , N true
B otherwise informed, were this, the
kallian orIganisms. For the tru . testi-
-«ontologioar, apart from the anatomicald 7
twW?' 18 overwhelmingly conclusive. feo bave

ptieg of mammalian evolution seem
- once great, but now largely sunken, conti-
<jondwanaland, which, in long departed days,

hle fetched eastward fromm Brazil, acrdgs

on to Australia. At all events, fossils
n South Afiica HaiV® furrisHea ene
®)'6;8 evidenoe concerning the gradua

N?:On_of reptiles into mammals. mflmmale,
tReptilesate cold-blooded, while alltb
,qfs‘exist to-day, are hot-blooded. And just”™a

ej 8of reptiles werg, iR §6Me N§tanees. trans-

a the feathers of birds, so the bo y a Qre
»'mAV llimal8 was slowly changed m & wjth
hide or skin, which is usually modi-
fietiQntbeir mammalian descendants. L d tb0

occurred in the skull and mo”~th. ana ~

*_sitpe-reptile gave piaca to fhe more advanced
i;7ablv ii,bloh, brings forth its young alive. Very
I'>Plat;Dn9 surviving Echidna and the duok-
*AWP2 , ' stili PAsent some of the «t°noa rohpV
_BPrimsVan wi™ mammalian life.

REN AL RIVE IREMMANYS fossils discovered in the
All hn beda have furnished a rich scientific
derb i.°r mil8k ho accorded to Dr. Broom for

T, B8 and b 1161 £a whmh he has marshalled his
O3k Pernf-18 co'worhers have shown us that in
Vb °f Gnna lan p>Ormd, and on the anoient eon-

;]."hoeo an”>here lived reptilian erea-

ihlatl “pe ans i “ad departed from the original

Qifxtore, n?%aad ecomé distinctly mammalian

ib J%Ea ma;Q " t£leae hodified reptiles were

iging creatures were very

W » ‘kefe “ d tkefSIST-;Te™ ™ : firm
) They appear to have

¢ : arena.
& 8AieFfein;:§rEa#Iun{%gc8 OQsueeessfnl experiments, as
S » €4 at filea t3 tWtintaod, The struggle
y keen m,.13 Permd appears to have been
Prevp.ire eePeoially to the reptile-mam-
'HQ tO\EIdRtrienfO* N .eir herb-@mting cousing,
t mat ¢;ho p waa thus made imperative, and
ke~ d Py thZ;n° don8s the Triassio Period
tHB joint ~ e a cnM 1112.18 joint-surface, by which
&f htQiB»faoe' u tho backbone in true reptiles,
w. 'wtag.jest a0 °ame divided fato a double
ltaP°itan7e j8ee it mammals. This con-
ik t&i @ much advane, as the cranium of the

H > 6 todva °rensefully and conveniently
th”~ojgherona n “han in the case of the reptiles.

% 6 &d igerpddod nts devewrad their weaker

rly endow”rapidly in number. But as
eo vegetarian reptilian mam-

wn
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mals that served for their food steadily declined,
they were compelled to attack fleeter and less
defenceless animals.

“ The necessity for speed, endurance, and skill in this
chase led to their evolution through a series of stages
which converted them into mammals; but the process
was so gradual that it is not yet known where to draw
the line between mammal-like reptiles and reptile-like
mammals. They dropped their scaly armor, which was
replaced by a plastic skin; their active life led to the
blood becoming warmer, and this change required the
alteration of the three-chambered heart of the reptiles
into the four-chambered heart of the mammals, and as
protection against cold was then necessary, this change
was accompanied by the growth of a hairy fur. The
constant need for careful observation and alertness in
action, by which alone the Cynodonts could obtain an
adequate supply of their fleet prey, stimulated their
intelligence, and led to a great development in the size
of the brain.”

Egg-laying mammals and pouched animals similar
to the monotremes and marsupials now restricted to
Australia, at one time lived side by side with the
reptiles when these were the world’s leading organ-
isms. But these primitive mammals were not
capable of competing successfully with the huge
saurians, and they never appear to have reached the
high stage of development which they afterwards
attained in Australia and America. But that they
once enjoyed a wide distribution is demonstrated by
the discovery of marsupial remains in the Triassio
deposits of England, Germany, and South Africa.
The Jurassic rocks have yielded the richest remains
of these primitive animals. In the succeeding
Cretaceous Period, however, their fossils beoome very
scarce, and although the deposits of this period have
been very diligently searched for them, the results
obtained are extremely meagre. On the whole, it
would appear as if these organisms had been practi-
cally eliminated from the chief centres of life by
their sanguinary reptilian antagonists.

At the commencement of the Cainozoio Era the
marsupials of Europe, Asia, and Africa had been
blotted out. The higher mammalian fauna of the
Old World continents, however, was making progress,
while the marsupials were now strongly entrenched
in Australia. That large island continent was now
isolated from the Eurasian and African land areas,
and in consequence of this, its pouched animals were
protected from that pitiless life-struggle which had
become the rule of existence elsewhere. In these
circumstances, marsupial life reached, in Australia, a
high stage of development. The pouched mammals
produced an immense variety of forms, among which
were arboreal opossums, flying foxes, and squirrels.
Numerous herbivorous marsupials flourished, and
these of many kinds. As time went on some of
these vegetarian animals acquired a liking for flesh
foods and began to prey on their gentler herb-eating
neighbors. One of these herbivorous marsupials
grew to giant proportions. This oreature, the Dip-
rotodon, was as large as a rhinoceros, and it is
thought to have dwelt on the margins of the lakes
which at that period existed in Australia. Among
other extinct forms was a huge kangaroo quite
double the size of the largest kangaroo now living.
There was likewise a powerful marsupial wolf who
dined at his neighbor’'s expense. The extinction of
these titanic organisms has so far received no uni-
versally aoeepted explanation. But it is to be
observed that as soon as the limits of growth
have been reached organisms of all orders appear to
tend toward extinction. We find that over and over
again in the course of animal evolution, among the
amphibia, reptilia, aves and mammalia, to mention
the highest forms only, there are many remarkable
examples of these various orders having developed
giant representatives which soon suooumbed, geo-
logically speaking, to the hand of death. Pestilence
may have aided in their extinction, while another
contributory cause was probably related to olimatal
changes, which brought about important modifica-
tions in that plant world upon which all organisms,
whether carnivorous or herbivorous, ultimately de-
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p8nd for their sustenance. But so far as these giant
marsupials are concerned they unquestionably sur-
vived until the arrival of the dingo, and these trucu-
lent and hungry animals assisted in hastening their
end.

During the period which witnessed the rise of the
marsupials of Australia, a superior type of mamma-
lian fauna was developing in the northern districts
of the world. We are now in the Eocene Period, the
dawning days of modern life. At this epoch of the
earth’s history appeared the ancestors of the numer-
ous extant groups of higher mammalian organisms.
These Eocene animals were much less specialised,
and were, therefore, more alike in general character
than the markedly diverse forms that exist to-day.
The clawed and fanged beast of prey is very different
to the mild-eyed vegetable feeder that serves for the
former’'s meals. Yet, despite these differences, both
types of animal have been evolved from a common
ancestor. This more generalised mammal was re-
lated by close ties to the long-extinct Phenacodas,
whose remains have been found both in Europe and
America. This ancestral organism possessed a long
head that was furnished with a very little brain; it
bore five toes on each of its broad feet, it travelled
on its toes, and its heels were raised above the
ground. Shortly afterwards there lived a related
animal, the Hyracotherium, whose limbs were longer
and fleeter, and this animal moved on the tips of its
toes. Nor was this all. This greater facility in the
use of the toes was accompanied by a deorease in
number. Each fore-leg bore four toes and each
hind-leg three only.

This reduction was carried still further in the
descendants of the Hyracotherium, until in the
Mesohippus, which appeared in the Miocene Period,
there were only three toes to eaoh foot. The suc-
ceeding stage of development showed a dwindling
in the size of the two outer toes, until we discover
in the Hipparion, of the Pliocene Period, that these
outer toes barely touched the ground. They only
reached the earth when the animal stood in soft
soil, sand, or snow. When standing on firm ground
the Hipparion’s weight was borne by the middle toe
of each foot. This mammal was the direct ancestor
of the horse whose foot has been so modified that
one toe only remains. The foot of the modern
horse is made up of a single bona, and all compara-
tive anatomists are agreed that the smaller toes of
Hipparion are to be detected in the thin splint-bones
which are still attached to the sole remaining func-
tional toe.

“ The leg of the horse corresponds to the greatly elon-
gated middle finger or middle toe of man and other
mammals. The joint, which in the horse is called
the knee, corresponds to our ankle and wrist. This
arrangement is the result of the horse having been
adapted to fast running over open ground, and to de-
fending itself from carnivorous animals by the strength
of its kick; and the hind-leg of the horse, judged simply
as kicking machinery, is an excellent piece of apparatus.
This arrangement has now been traced backward,
through a long succession of ancestors, into animals
which had the normal five toes and walked on a flat
foot.”

The earliest fossil horse is known from the lower
Pliocene rooks of Hindostan, while the animal appears
in Europe at a later date. Early in the following
period the noble quadruped reached Amerioa, and
soon acclimatised itself in both the Northern and
Southern continents. Here, again, we are confronted
with a startling example of sudden extinction, for
when the New World was discovered in the fifteenth
century, the horse had entirely vanished from the
soene. And so long had the animal been extinct
that, so far as the writer is aware, no myth or
legend conneoted with its past existence had sur-
vived among any of the native races of America.

T. F. Palmer.
[To be continued.)

As soon as a religion trinmphs it has for its enemies all
those who would have been its first disciples.— Nietzsche.
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Acid Drops

ey
There is at least one clergyman in England who 8
lusioned concerning the increase of religion owing * »
War. Rev. C. Simmonds, Vicar of Exball, sakj*”
Easter message: “ In the early months of the
was an appreciable increase in the Sunday cong*8" ,;
an increase which has not been maintained. In‘iC’~p
the solemn season of Lent the attendance at noS fiii
services has been lamentable. | regret having to W ~
but it is unavoidable." The Vicar, by way of fog
parishioners to more regular devotions, renusu
that the issue of the War is in the Lord’s hands. ® j;:
our strength lies in prayer and confidence (jt
Divine Power. Evidently the people of Exhali ® elt
different opinion; and so, we imagine, is General ,"
He is reported to have told a recent interviews* ~ £
great need is more ammunition. As there is
closing the “ pubs ” to hasten its production, Per™ g
are thinking that going to church is also waste or

First of all, there was said to be a great increase !
gion in consequence of the War. No one saw thisi ~

except the preachers, who see exactly what tbhel ~

Then there began to appear admissions that tb'S p
was not, after all, very great—some even saw

increase had been greatly exaggerated. Now Dr- nOgi

Morgan fears that there is a certain amount ot ¢p
arising in consequence of the War. Many, bo
way to a “ fierce, resentful Agnosticism.” We do n ~if

why the Agnosticism should be fierce or resentful'Vv i
that is only the preacher s way of suggesting that c
of religion must be due to passion, or tempo*~”™ im

balance. But we can quite realise that many * ap
hitherto accepted the stock teachings of religion dp
roughly uncritical manner will have their pero6P

incongruities and falsities quickened by this aitf

catastrophe. And that is what has occurred in v+
cases. The War has put a note of interrogation
of many beliefs, both secular and religious.

Consider the situation. Everybody professes to ®@j5
rifled at the War. There dF€ 1008 wha weuld nots -a>
they could, and if possible make future wars ~
And, quite naturally, some people ask themseDO/1i
the value of the “ providential ” government of 1
such things are allowed to transpire ? O°ufi} exil'i
worse without a God ? Would they be very d™O"jrcj(
out one? At home, preachers are still voicing ™ th
about the love of God, the power of Christ to safO , yotfj
the overpowering strength of the Ghnistian ggsp®0 t?
hood. And on the Continent millions of men are d
best endeavors, with all the assistance that the r "
tifio appliances can give them, to wipe each j
face of the earth. On one side of the N&:;ch w A
millions of people—the vast majority ”$ﬁr
propose starving into submission forty-five m! '?Q%gﬁ;
side. And on this side, forty-five millions aS '
majority Christians—with equal calmness pr°l j (BVf)
seventy millions. And all the time the cant ~gQjet
love and brotherhood goes on. Is it any,,'s
thoughtful men and women begin to realise 1
between theory and fact, and in a way ‘hey ffitd 6’
realised it before? The War does not aﬁ&m
helps many to realise their nature and sign*

/m

J1i

1%

A congregation of South African Boers re°§ﬁ%'j
pastor notice to quit because ho had been pJa
thing like Darwinism. They have earned
of Dr, Dixon, of Spurgeon’s Tabernacle, who O en;;
they have brains and dare to think. Wo can :Ote™ **
that Dr. Dixon should offa¥ himself to theO® L
Boers as their preacher. He would cefitain’y~ »"
congregation, and wo believe England would 8 ©
parture. Really, the fact of a man who c°u <o
public teacher rejeetin Evolution, lock, sto ~ V
is enough to renfind one of how much ec Kf.
Btill remains to be done. Dr. Dixon doesn’t v
that Evolution ign't a theory, but a do® ~S
There is no more doubt t0 properly iuife*8 j jie 9
there is about the revolution of the earth t°aa

We have said, jestingly, that the Bishop q\
sunshine soldier. In arecent issue of th®ew I
there was a picture of his lordship preaching

i in France, and the descriptive letterpress ad



N i -
— é}g\é\@S the Army wagons in the square of the old

citl 4i682™ OF the bitterness engendered by the War, the
drpi - Germany have determined to eliminate words
u j , frotn the Greek and Latin Churches. Hymns trans-
it ptv’m Knglish are to be banned also. By whatever
hey choose to call it, the alms-dish will be retained.

Gigfe  pra/cta bave fieen offered at the Throne of

Fﬂdﬁl&%&@cei but the fPope jo dicsaliified: af WD iebull,
] a : -

n ~ Prayer>composed by himself, which Cafcho

world & will be asked to recite during May.

MdenoaWMil listen to Papa.

QUrelv

it afr”~amber of Commerce ” was a delightful misprint
"Hull'». paper. Of course, it should have been
teamen i jjhera are strests in boavon, there might be

favWoufd u,” ? OM K. B. Meyer has written many books,

honever , .disposed to consider him a man of letters.

Q00 let(. 9 's ~°iug his best, for recently he sent out

Wtva] _” fTauggesting that a certain Sunday should be
3 King's Pledge Sunday.”

2 medCar °f Wes*°n, near Otley, is a remarkably well-
llPossil)ig &l etQan—bi just those subjects on which it is
@7?recat:. °. P°ssess positive kuowledge. Addressing his
istake °ther Sunday, the Vicar said that it was a
2 the tesn UpPose hliat the dead remained asleep waiting
Btaoonl! ? 10n" Gn fbe contrary, they passed through
? brst of which was ar_earth, and the

s O Whisper totosir triends, | T2 S whers aJ Ok
diuea are now. ThiE VieateRRcHEd

n by _saésir]g that he 1lhad the b,” ® a scientific
and'Sir Oliver Lodge had proved it ad »

' that converse with departed friends was p

¢ Tetbodo6i 6 £be ~icar that he has been misled. Sir

vy facﬁaam)tprd\'/e'd converse with-{{re--@heUeved
‘« v Allhe has done is to say 1 -aence enough
V %k a Possibility, and that he has scientific fact.
him. But that does not make it ,, ooouU ”
2 baoia’ts are not the property of a er ha8 been

a0 oV A DRE RN 1070 the « Betonvifas

oth>ab” . ~d see how far they ~ c®avince others.
Mj»," ~nd it is notorious that they do pxatnined these

1°ple beside Sir Oliver Lodge have e 70 beVieve
W : fact3>and remained unconvinced. 11 , Eaota have
ireared h1¥BRIBAVEr FXRAOMRSE (Hifegi2 -~ gtestimopy
aurh j?°*e .tban a Statement of persona value than

thew-18 interesting: but it is of u° 8 .. . made before
««neny of many hundreds of spiritualists maa

erLodge ever dabbled with the subj- =

ot fbe curates at a Southend-on-Sea church” at be
doud[f German measles. A local paper o 00
8aWarded an iron cross.

L n\ o T4+ 4 fMe London
on “ Patriotism of tbe ~hr »jt n be\pthe
Nv a?l08Beaks of the way “ AaPEe - aaaist the

SMun?ltl8, mikht as well help”a real army as
a and Church Armies.

°£ v?ar>declares the Bishop of London, ha _
al the surface shyness of L
meu about religion.

Ji the girls are not shy.
8on

allc S a popular novelist gets lyrical in
t' Ghtists ri1,, mP°rary. He speaks of them as
° aPpal thn It A miliion and a half Christs are
e 8t°utest Freethinker.
f&iSn,

K, aankee evangelist, who is trying to
Olicanles*nap,a® Dst the-assaults of the wicked
lit Lrtt6p°ttorJti jSS notices, but it was unkind of
k” ‘Weg™ a* ueScrjbe £fle BdUi.saver's voice as

yclone and the screech of a loco-

be'aa °n about restriction of the

Well to point out that non-Chris-
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tian cults have already done what so many Christians pro-
fess to aim at doing—that is, create a sober population.
Mohammedanism is free from the curse of drink. So is
Buddhism. There is, in fact, no distinctive virtue that can
be said to have been raised to a greater degree of excellence
under Christian auspices than is found existing elsewhere.
It is true, we have a number of temperance societies; we
have also societies for the prevention of cruelty to children
and the prevention of cruelty to animals. These are excel-
lent so far as they go. But they are not intended for use in
non-Christian countries, but for a Christian population.
And the strength of the movements for reform are them-
selves evidence of the strength of the evils they combat.

“ A Week-End Marriage ” is a delicious headline in a daily
paper. It sounds like an exploit of the Jewish King
Solomon.

Two beautiful Irish potato rings were sold at a Red Cross
Auction at Christie’'s Sale-room recently for 500 guineas each,
to Lord Newlands. Who would imagine that people wor-
shiped a earpenter-god who had not where to lay his head ?

We take the following from the Salt Lake Telegram of
March 19 :—

“ St. Louis, March 19—Bev. Dr. M. L. Birkhead, pastor
of Wagoner Memorial Methodist Church, announces that he
would resign from the Methodist ministry because his prin-
ciples required him to be honest to his convictions, and his
convictions were incompatible with the tenets of the Metho-
dist Episcopal Church.

Dr. Birkhead summed up his reasons as follows :—

‘|1 do not believe—

That any miracles were ever performed ;

That Moses was given two tablets of stone on which were
chiseled the decalogue;

That Moses wrote the first five books in the Old Testament;

Any definite prophecy was made of the coming of Christ;

In the immaculate conception ;

There was any resurrection ;

That the Apostle John wrote the book in the Bible that
bears bis name;

That Paul wrote any letters to anybody that afterward
were gathered up and assembled into the New Testament;

In making religion a volcanic spasm ;

In making Christianity a “ fire escape” from hell;

Therefore, | cannot be true to myself and honest in my
convictions and remain a minister in the Methodist Church.’

Dr. Birkhead was educated in McKendree College, Drew
Theological Institute, Union Theological College, and Co-
lumbia University.”

We congratulate Dr. Birkhead on his straightforward con-
duct, and we feel that if every clergyman who doubted
the doctrines he is paid to preach followed his example,
there would be a pretty considerable exodus from the Chris-
tian Churches.

A reward of .£1,000 is offered for the marriage registers
in the parish of Cawdor, Nairnshire, between the years
1779—1783. Such a sum ought to produce the marriage
certificate of Adam and Eve, witnessed by the serpent.

The Rev. A. J. Waldron, Vicar of Brixton, is engaged in
delivering recruiting speeches, and recently appeared at the
Palace Music Hall, Bath. We hope that the clerical garb
did not suggest the get-up of George Robey too forcibly.

The military censors are very strict. A soldier recently
wrote a forcible letter home in which he stated that he had
felt that he had been “in hell.” The censor deleted the
second word, thinking apparently that the locality mentioned
might be of service to the Germans.

The Southend-on-Sea National Guards print a text upon
their periodical order paper. “ When a strong man armed
keepeth his palace, his goods are in peace” (Luke xi. 21).
Tut, tut! Not if the strong man owes the landlord his rent.

“ Who was Shylock, Aunt Ethel ?” “ My dear!
go to Sunday-school, and don’t know that 1”

And you

The Clmrcli Times records a letter from one of its own
staff with the Army in France, in which it is stated that,
although “ all over France there are shrines and crucifixes,
in no case have | seen them damaged by shells or fire.” Of
course, the intended moral is pretty obvious; but one is left
marvelling at the type of mind that can take such things
seriously. For our part, the moral we draw, if the state-
ment bo one of fact, is that “ Providence ” thinks much
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more of crucifixes than it does of human life. Thousands
upon thousands of human beings killed and wounded, and
some people raise their voices in thankfulness to “ Provi-
dence ” for protecting a few painted pieces of wood !

The pious injunction, “ Those whom God hath joined
together, let no man put asunder,” is falling into disrepute,
There are 353 divorce cases down for hearing during the
forthcoming term at the Law Courts, London. Orthodox
ideas are in the melting-pot.

Sir W. Robertson Nicoll says, “ We shall be in a new world
when the War is ended.” Christians, reading the casualty
lists, will think that many are there already.

Admiral W. J. Anstey, R.N., occupied the pulpits at the
Kingston-on-Thames Wesleyan Church and the Surbiton
Hill Church recently. There is no room for surprise, for
Christian preachers are all at Bea, as a rnle.

The Bishop of Salisbury is another cleric who fails to find
any strengthening of religion in consequence of the War. At
the Diocesan Conference the other day, he said that he had
been asked could he see any “ spiritual ” gain from the War,
and his reply was:—

“ 1 wish | could answer that question as | would desire to
be able to answer it. | can see no trace of it. The splendid
outburst of heroism and self-sacrifice—the courage of the men
—the no less but recognised courage of the women—the
closing up of differences—the common aim and purpose—
the calmness and quiet determination which are character-
istics of the nation as a whole, and the absence, in all
but some portions of the Press, of bombastic and boastful
language—it all has a grandeur of its own, and to some
it is an unlooked-for revelation of what the British people
really are. But of the spiritual effect one can see but
little. Our churches are not better attended, but worse.
Confirmation candidates are sparsely forthcoming. There
is really very little of the vituperation and spirit of retali-
ation and revenge of which we are hearing, | think, too
much, but there is very little sign of the nation’s turning
to God—of a great people on its knees—of a conviction
that it is all meant to call us as a people back into the
old paths from which we have strayed too far.”

We appreciate the bishop’s disappointment, but it is worth
noting that this high level of courage and behavior has been
achieved without any increase of religious devotion—it would
almost seem, in its absence.__

Providence doeth all things well, but sometimes the things
are done on a very generous scale. At an inquest on a
Hackney woman recently, a doctor stated that the woman'’s
heart weighed thirty ounces. Defenders of the Design
Argument will kindly note. _

Mr. Horatio Bottomley warns people against “ fussing
about the Kaiser as if he were a tin deity.” Freethinkers
do not worry about gods, tin or otherwise.

Professor Eliot, of Harvard University, has some remark-
ably “ slim ” ideas on the question of prayer and the War.
In a lecture on “ The Christian Minister and the War,” he
said that no one was warranted in praying for peace while
Germany was placed as she is now. The time to pray for
peace, he says, is when Germany has been beaten back on
to her own territory. In other words, it is no use praying
for peace now, because neither side would listen. The time
to pray for peace is when one side is decisively beaten. But
we imagine that by that time peace will come without
prayers. Professor Eliot’'s counsel reminds one of the
farmer’s advice, Never pray for rain while the wind is in
the wrong direction.

Naturally, as we prophesied, the Bishop of London found
everybody intensely religious at the Front. If wo may trust
the report of his Easter visit to the Front, it was the one
thing for which the Army was waiting. Before each service,
the Bishop says, he told tho Boldiers to imagine that their
mothers and wives and sweethearts had sent their love
through him, and that the whole nation was “ thinking and
praying for them day and night.” *“ Thinking” is all right ;
but praying! The whole nation at it day and night!
Now, if it was not the Bishop who said this, we should have
felt inclined to say that the statement was not true. But
Bishop Ingram is noted for the extreme accuracy of his
statements. He never exaggerates, and never misrepresents
—well, hardly ever.

Quito appropriately, Cassell's Magazine of Fiction devotes
several pages of its April number to a discussion of the
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question, “ Do Miracles Happen ?”  Among the con Adj j*
is Mr. G. K. Chesterton, who, as usual, quite spoe™
missing the point at issue. For the essential quasti°n
whether miracles happen, but under what conditio®3
chological and historical, do people believe they Bi
We know that the belief in miracle is not I°cal, u »
versal at one stage of social culture. We know wit i®
clarity that the belief in miracle dies out under om® {
ditions of social life. And inquiry shows that the “e ’ jj
non being of belief in the miraculous is not a
evidence; it is entirely a question of social and w
development.

People do not accept miracles because of evj"Sygx
their favor, nor do they often reject them because of ~
tendered in their disproof. They outgrow them; a® i:
that is said, nearly all is said. If anyone doubts ~
need only appeal to the argument of which Christa gj(
fess to be so fond—namely, personal experience- *
many of us ever gave up belief in the miracu
accepted it—because we had previously weighed thee e
for and against ? At one date we believed, at ano i
disbelieved ; and the distance between the two 8
presents the distance between the semi-animistic of *
of mental childhood and the scientific world
developed man.

The Gate of Heaven.

When it was the German Emperor’s turn to die gle ad*
applied for admission into heaven, Of course,
be no difficulty in his case. Hid

But the last War had sent to heaven about t
good Germans, who never behaved improperly wit V n
and hardly ever with persons. The Almighty baa
satisfied tHat Tepmstds Mad Heew HUVﬁs
Belgians, that Rheims Cathedral had been shell
artillery, and that no blood had been shed in ’\IO
Louvain (except by the Kaiser’'s heart). in eoK

The two million Germans had no dlfflculty ll,,po*
heaven by force, because heaven, in spite of its N yy..-
preference for Germans, was officially a neutral Gheir K
But once they were in, and had settled down to »
ticns, there arose a difficulty. It was not about
for the angels were good and submissive, and 8 yen#;
German officers, and humbly stepped off th® PO&"
into the golden gutters of the New Jerusale®” i®
leave the pavements for the proud officers. ,
were treated kindly. 9

The difficulty was that, though all the
the Lord with regular, unquestioning, and unthin”™”
tion, yet, quite without meaning to be clisresp® .jjda

aE

i<

were so. In fact, they all followed Lutheran J .,
never knelt, but stood to pray and sat to
the Lord was rather spoilt by the attitudes of . of

respect which Russians and French, and even
English, get into when praying; and so the p ru
Celestial Ceremonies passed word to St. Peter S
mustn't let any more Germans in ; it was a8, e r
cherubim and seraphim could do to hide the Go
the good Lord. n
So, when the German Emperor knocked at u
he was brusquely told by St. Peter that the
kneeling room. i~Nelfl
‘But | was appointed vice-regent by Goa *» n
claimed the Emperor. fvoi®0LN
lindeed,” said St. Peter, in a mocking tone O jer @fit
never told me that himself. | seem to rein
paper reports of your speeches, though....’ at P <
don’'t you think it's a little bit ungenerous on i *
insist on that now ? We all of us make mistak >
and gods are only human.” beWfy
St. Peter felt strongly that bygones ought
It was not quite gentlemanly, that trick of &jj~iJ1
You know that years ago he forced St. ~e”et
the gato of heaven to him by whispering “ Goo
into St. Peter’s ear....... war--"'
‘1 had looked upon the War as a holy '
Emperor began to bluster.
* Wait a minute,” said St. Peter.
that German warships got near to Yarmouth w
“ Ah, yes; God was with us. But we didn pi® ,/
A new and sentimentally reminiscent ef.
St. Peter’s voice, “ And you spared some fi3",
Then tears and a furtive look spraug into
Looking hastily round and seeing that nobody
whispered, “ Come in!”

8if
y&i

ia
“Nasn ,

"pi ok
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NOTICE.

The business of the
“FREETHVKEE” and of TM PIONEEE PRESS
tretly of 2 Newoastle-st., has been trans eue

6i Fase!ngdon Street, London, -

To Correspondents.
Pai:
Mansi's Honorarium Fund, 1915- R he
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Ptavioualy acknowledged, £23 18s. Id. * eoe
AllredDelve, £1 Is.; F. Marschel, 103. 6d.

| e Kisa.—Received, and shall appear slior .y.
-»ETotH.R Gw.—Sorry the addition to you

‘eachusin time to be inserted as desire .
17" “emith—Received, and forwarded to the pr p Footc ia
McCLrsKRY.-Thanks for congratulation”™ e 0 see
etting. better, and we toPe ‘A | Y gratifie
moncSTnoredin t$1e ﬁg%tl%g fine le?ﬁl soon% 8 ﬁi'he £uU
«iUss.-Your congratulations are a

agortance of the victory has yet to be re
«B*c&ur Society, L imited, office is at 6"

since:-—

not

address.

' ingdon.Breet,

"Wel@ecular Society's office is at 62 Farnngdon s

~ (B0 CARER Of, 10 DIBOAL SEoiar oSl PRgfuNations
e
/[;’nEt '[f-" p E_ g* - @ .Vu @ 78ln 6
R&rtngd © wo X KR hinker should be addressed tc
L, inuatrégh London. B.G. Vv, O.

J ?* Noticesmust reach 61 Farringdon-street, Lon
t “®18P°at Tuesday, or they will not be inserted.
maV *h0 us newspapers would enhance the favor”
In8the passages to which they wish us to ¢ "

Flondot'heraturc should be sent to the Shop J*anagOr t(
4 N 'hteaa, 61 Farringdon-street, London, E.O., an

'sce ‘ilintter wi'-l be forwarded direct from,th~foUowin'
UtL to any part of the world, post free, at

-0 n e

N N

year, 10s. 6d .; halfyear, 5s. 3d., thre

Personal.
P AOT
¢"'UT “rite yet about the great vict® ™ ncery @i
Its t6e™ought cause in the Court o shouh
ril 15. | much prefer that others

Jra0d R7-0® Posent. My uam yh bope) mif com
NV w'l?n health and strength, which ar
e way 1 enable me to wield my own pen ii

G. W. Foote.

Sugar Plums.
T~ther

we reprint the very excel
~*to iSeraph. T Aiaso, which appeared in the
@ eeP by thorv,18 One tbat our readers would do
h 8 recoctd a hiend3 if PQssible’ hand or Hend an
J Q@ nidt iscsd i “° report is nc
W “hicu ®ritish K,° ,,as indicating a
‘B >We Ventur(f*f tnght. The judge's decision is
to say, will Lave an almost historic
4*ell .k -

hearty ~ Pteethinker writes «
f e aulationa

“

> not m»v °n a Wronger foundation than ever.
t8hs Safgjy 16 08 to° respectable. Is there any

( '&aseVtr°Be\vho°r,a”™ 60 *0Dg aa affairs remain in
h th'\kiailLOtn 'Which °w.contr°l them. “ Respectability ”
8" enf todetect™Ofeel ouraelves immune. At least,
\ ' any symptoms of the complaint up

we rthar'l

I1Ae Bowin’ Pact of tlg'is issue
rom one point of view,

au case as,
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The following, from a
letter sent to Mr. Foote by the Society’'s solicitors the day

preceding the hearing of the case, will bear this out:—

U The line taken on behalf of the Society was that which
we had discussed with you, viz., that the Secular Society,
Ltd., is a legal entity, and therefore entitled to the legacy as
much as any private person, and counsel did not enter into
any side issues, leaving that for the counsel representing the
next-of-kin, our counsel entering a formal objection. We
must say that the Secretary and the other Directors of the
Society left the matter entirely in our hands, and did not
suggest any variations in the course of the proceedings.”

Some of our correspondents, however, appear to be under
the impression that in some way the Freethinker is financially
interested in the Bowman Case. Here is one, for example:—

“ | must congratulate you on your £10,000 victory. To
the Freethought cause this must be a veritable ‘ godsend.’
I hope that you will be now able to largely increase tbe sale
of tbe Freethinker, and put it on a profitable commercial
basis.”
We accept tbe congratulations with pleasure, but the writer
is quite mistaken in thinking that the Freethinker derives
any financial benefit from the bequest. The Freethinker has
never received anything from the Secular Society, Limited,
either in the shape of grants or as payment for advertise-
ment of its existence. We are not saying this in any spirit
of complaint or reproaob, but as a mere statement of fact.
The proprietor of the Freethinker, Mr. Foote, remains, as
hitherto, solely responsible for its continuance, and for all
monetary obligations connected therewith. We should like
to see the Freethinker on a profitable financial basis, and
with the cordial co-operation of our readers we do not
despair of seeing even that accomplished one day.

Many well-known Freethinkers have written or wired Mr.
Foote congratulating him on the outoome of the litigation.
The Glasgow Branch of the National Secular Society sent
the following telegram :—

‘* Congratulations from the Glasgow Secular Society re
Bowman Case. Good news travels fast.”

“ An obscure paper,” was one of Mr. Justice Joyce's refer-
ences to the Freethinker. Perhaps, from his point of view,
the statement was justified. The Freethinker cannot boast
of a circulation of the Daily Mail, and from that point of
view may be called obscure. Yet, in all probability, and in
proportion to circulation, there is no paper in England that
wields a deeper influence than this one. Its readers are
found among all classes—we know that from our subscrip-
tion list and from our correspondence. And it is bought to
be read. Moreover, we have a Bhrewd suspicion that many
of those who affect to be ignorant of its existence, or try to
ignore its existence, are not above borrowing from its pages.
Two things are certain. The Freethinker has always pos-
sessed a staff of real live writers, who have said boldly what
they have to say, and have never made the vulgar mistake
of taking obscurity for profundity, or stodgy writing as a
proof of culture. And its hold on its readers is such that
not even the European War could seriously affect its circu-
lation. For our part, we would sooner be writing for the
“ obscure ” Freethinker than for any other paper in Great
Britain.

It is, unfortunately, true that the Freethinker is not so
well known as it might be, or, we venture to say, as it
deserves to be. Whatever its position is, it has been
achieved without adventitious aids of any kind. It has
never been able to indulge in extensive advertising, and
it has never stooped to sensationalism. It has relied solely
upon the merit of its pages and upon the enthusiasm of its
readers. And this latter has been a real help. New readers
are constantly being obtained by their help, and once we
secure a new reader, we generally keep him, or her, for
our lady readers are not behindhand in their affection
for the paper. We were, we should say, not at all annoyed
at Mr. Justice Joyce’s remark. It was amusing and sug-
gestive. And we hope it will suggest to our present readers
that they can all do something towards making the Free-
thinker more widely known than it is at present.

Obscure, so far as the general world is concerned, the
Freethinker may be, but it was well in evidence in Mr.
Justice Joyce’'s Court. Each of the counsel engaged had
copies of the paper before him, so, too, had the judge.
At onetime the place looked like a Freethinker reading-room,
and one or two of the counsel seemed to enjoy reading
some of the paragraphs. We felt rather like handing round
subscription forms to all the gentlemen of the wig and
gown.
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The weather is not yet very summery, but the open-air
work in London will be well under weigh in the course of a
week or so. The Bethnal Green Branch commences its
open-air work in Victoria Park on Sunday, May 2, and it is
hoped that East-end Freethinkers will be present in force
to give the propaganda a good start. We presume there will
be many other London Branches that will start their work
about the same date, but information to that effect has not
yet reached this office.

Mr. Ralph Chapman, Secretary of the South Shields
Branch of the N. S. S., writes apropos of our paragraph in
last week’s “ Sugar Plums ” :—

“ Among the Tyneside Freethinkers who foregathered
with the South Shields friends in response to your notice last
week, the most conspicuous figure was a native of India,
who retailed some of his experiences as a propagandist since
he abandoned Mohammedanism nearly six years ago.
Curiously enough, he had identified another pilgrim, a
promising Newcastle recruit, by seeing him reading this
paper while they travelled in the South Shields train.
Truly the power of the Freethinker, if not quite supernatural,
is more wonderful than its readers imagine.”

There have been a very large number of editions of the
Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam, but the issue of a new vario-
rum edition is worth noting. This one gives the four
editions published from 1859 to 1879, and, of course, con-
tains the following quatrain, which appears in the second
edition only:—

* Nay, but for terror of his wrathful Face,
I swear | will not call Injustice Grace ;
Not one Good Fellow of the Tavern but
Would kick so poor a Coward from the place.”

The heresy here is open, bold, and uncompromising. It is,
best of all, manly. Many thousands of people must have
felt all that the great heretio here says, but it requires
courage and ability to say it in the face of a world so full of
cant and cowardice as is ours.

Missionary Converts.

“ A vast majority of Tongans and Fijians embraced Chris-
tianity because, for political reasons, it suited their chiefs to
do so. One who was present at the conversion of an entire
tribe in Fiji once gave me an account of the ceremony. A
great feast was made for the missionary, who took his seat
by the side of the chief. The heathen priest, taking a kava
root in his hand, thus addressed the ancestor-gods : ‘ This is
the paltry feast which we, your poverty-stricken children,
have made for you. It is our farewell to you: do not be
angry with us that we are going to leave you for a time. We
are your children, but for the time we are going to worship
the god of the foreigners : nevertheless,' be not angry with
us!” Then the gods consumed the spiritual essence of the
meat, and the missionary and his suite ate its grosser
material fibre and enjoyed it very much. To the converted
native the heathen gods are not always false gods ; they con-
tinue to exist, but they have been deserted for a time in
favor of the gods of the foreigners. This is why relapses
into heathenism on the part of the most promising converts
will always be so dangerously easy.”—Basil Thomson (Some-
time British Representative at Tonga), The Diversions of a
Prime Minister (1894), pp. 217-18.

Christians boast that we spend two millions a year
in Foreign Missions to oivilise the heathen by con-
verting them to Christianity. We read, in the
January number of an Anti-Infidel publication

“ During the last 1900 years, who has ever heard of
the Atheistic societies uniting together with the object
of sending Infidel missionaries abroad to humanise the
savage, civilise the barbarian, or turn the idolator from
his loathsome vices and degrading superstitions ?”

And this was written while millions of Christians
were, and are now, engaged in blowing one another’s
brains out; while they are endeavoring to starve the
wives and children not engaged in the fighting by
cutting off the food supply by mutual blockade !

Would it not be as well to import some Buddhist
missionaries into Europe to civilise the Christians
and convert them to the mild and benefioent tenets
of Buddhism, with its abhorrenoe of bloodshed, even
of animals ?

Although Christians will freely admit that, in spite
of the experience of 1900 years of Christian faith,
there is much room for improvement—to put it
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mildly—in the conduct of Christian nations, [
have a pathetic faith in its power to oivilis®
nations and tribes in distant parts of the ear® »
that not altogether from its moral teachinge
from the supernatural influence of tbe Holy »
whioh desoends on the convert, and causes ™ »
known as a “change of heart” ; which 10838
almost mechanically or automatically, into te>

of virtue and righteousness, and to the casting

of his idolatry and evil superstitions. ((c

Let us now examine the effeot of missionary”,
version on the minds and morals of the I'wen g
not as recorded in the glowing pages of miss ati
magazines, but by the independent and fIDL &
testimony of a thoroughly qualified man of 3 ~
an anthropologist and ethnologist, thorocg |
guainted with all the facts, who knew_thO
intimately, both in their primitive condition \g
their conversion to Christianity and after t&ey™
accepted that belief, and who has faithfully r£ ~
the results; one, moreover, who had no P
prejudice against the missionaries, for he ~ &
friend and intimate of one of the best of “h %l
endeavored to hslp him undo some of the # "1
wrought by the introduction of the new f&” i
which only resulted in their discomfiture, ~
petition from the natives to head quarnerdasik
plaining of the missionary, and asking f°r
stitute.

We refer to the account published by f* b
Stefansson, in his book, My Life with the Es,il tic
this valuable work we get behind the
missionary labors, and some very necessary Surf
thrown upon the operations and results of m
teaching.

Mr. Stefansson—who is of ScandinaviaO ' gji
but of Amerioan nationality—graduated at $
University, lowa, studied at Harvard, and i/
of the leaders of the American exps<”10
Arctic seas, 1905-1912. ~ fle3,9

So far as m|SS|onary statistics are ctHioer0 fgE

Mr. Stefansson, “ when in their sabbatical g
missionaries return to tell us about their
its results ” itr

If they say that twenjjy-ffve have t®“0 n
you may take it for granted that’ twenty-five - ,
baptised, Ifiere is no reason to undertake }.ni-
into these statistics, WR&t We shal undergake™";?
which the missionary seldom attempts—is

U o of thie twenty<ive coov@iFta and hy\iis>f
much of a spiritual transformation the " of'

wrought, and under what form th9 s&
missionaries are now being treasured i° *
hearts. .. thef U
“1 have lived with the Eskimo unto iflty
becormeas Ty own people, 1pass my
houses and my summers in their tents ; a
dress, eat what they eat, and follow th
the tundra to get my food exactly as th
have come to feel that I understand them iov
do my own people. My footing among 10 ]
podal to that of the missionary—ho co® tb'f-ah
but I to learn. He tells them, 1Dont it m
‘Don't do that,” and the people soon learn ~ j ff
approves and of what he disapprovesii , e0p>"

look and listen, with interest, but withO ~jcb f
They will show him the characteristic3®

know are likely to win his approbation, a t
keep from his knowledge the things he co *p
hensible; with me they take it for grant® c¢»9

as tmajr do—whigh fin it X do in m® JIAE./

aod ‘ Ny, newj,’ aod they wtteb him out 0 >ifii

of their eyes to see whether they said * ,00 ¢
at the right time. The footing of the 3
is also different from that of the whaler - ae[y®

is not interested in their language or “

laughs at their beliefs and calls them sj '; 09 f
the missionary frowns over them and ca 1Sasi®> 1
His are in fur and in whalebone, as the t
in the teaching of doctrine and the f mn
Sabbath observances, and the habits ot

of greater interest to him than the

people.”*

e Vilhjdlmur Stefansson, My Life with e
pp. 409-10.



only way to learn tho helm a live witb
$UgX of these primitive PeoP* mfntified with

;jem learn their langaage, be6° H 0 being—one
¢ emwd in fact, become—for the time Ming

Aa Stefansson truly observes, when ¢be
E&heto Rorethe tem J)Ies of the g heathen
i Oea of God, and the feasts of “

oare the feasts of the Churoh. 1 Drits or
Ja,oot cease to exist, but became evil spine
thissadstill to be feared. becomes

1Just so among the Eskimo the mias™5l prohibitions
sathe minds of the people a shaman. Eaaht under
tecome taboos; and as miracles con Chrlstlan

the old system t%forrBal® andcharm ' V'works,’ hut
*pion among them becomes not one o their im.
d praye re ex . id formerly ”
M%aﬁﬂ mg{e 1al e ect asp% oli.. ¢ y
(M 10). ,

3.® rel'g'on of the Eskimo—if Ifc cal* complicated
Wm-oonaiated of an extraordinary/ Eskimo
ft» of taboos. For instance, alaOlI?tSaa. waters of

th~no Ala3kln mountains and on 'sievaaa-
lonGolviLke rivor, “ tho prohibitions, says bs

bin tf] aPPi'ed to the eating of the flesh of the moun-
Secti lle3™ al°ne wore as extensive as the entire dietary

ttjo°.n °f the Mosaic law. A young girl, for instauco,
gtown °n'A certain ribs; but when she was full
tre ~ would for a time have to abstain from eating

Aft«. 9 vdiieh had been allowed to her np to then.
c a”~anhad had her first child, she might eat
auj ctber ribs, after her second child still others,
the » {7 a™er bearing five children might she eat all

Dang's® ~ even then she must not eat the mem-
sh0n.,, @ tbe ieside of the rib. If her child was sick,
mete Sunot eat certain ribs, and if two of her children

UQiiSck. Bbe “ isht not eat certain other ribs” (pp.

Jhste w
Whér>er® 111016 prohibitions as to sheep if her
‘«“dewerCh . Waa sick, or if h3r brother’s wife died
9 different prohibitions. And so on in

hli°ry tch°mpliOation the con
14 é)é)were compllercFWlth there were Stlh

If she wanted her daughter to be a

70 Cg there were other sheep tahaes to
tQe a, Tta>and stfll others if she wanted her son

I7hen @fer>and so on in endless ramifications.
t"Ohe-il80™N 0  different distaiots met at a meal,
S 'J?113rbaP8 tbo hostess—would recite all the
e "red 8 Duew wWhich weie apprgphiate o
hb ‘Lefwfp]@()bkn W00 oreeul BSR UH% b yne gmté,ga
].183{8 mIC]j ﬁlllﬁ Y m et k?{ew V\cl)l%pﬂagll eeﬁ
e hBBon — ‘%ﬁh prooeed. THBR, says

7>f theVm,0;116™ day,.if one of thorn bad a headache,

an°ttael;<d0oa" ? 1 r brokQ'a,.le8>thfy would sa
Wé? What taboo could it have Been that Y

(?ome WSO °*d man’s advice would b3 called

+ e A ~euld bo (ol gf il o, fhos, wiysl
WwayJ LBM\/td ang tgen e y/oud would volunteer
]Jb>' 20nt marroyv bone7 someon vY,ich and

~Nd L ®st°n0 in when you broko it?’ *My
SoereId the cf’i yes' that explains it; you should
@ 8tovo m y,ur left hand. That is why
é\J_lt\L/‘rOM— broken. You broko the marrow-
la raay “way.l
al " eoter 17 difiicnlt for the average white
NN Sth a hame of mind of those who live

Mil-i for Ug+tcheated tab°° system, but it is also
oUr ; eympathise with “some of the beliefs

iot sto, ?te ancestors; and if it is a little
hiay n .~ derstand the frame of mind of these
ingia- °Qs? r gJOa little difBcult for them to under-
S ejstem k not '‘kely that an elaborate and
Olit rati.UC1as *bis will affect their concep-

WP in thRei,.uabstrac* teachings? A people
,mis o._ ,.,ought habits of a taboo system

that 6y to continue thinking in the
fittko after they have been baptised.
a”st/~ters 0, “.Motion of their teachers, be they

feofit

th;~lote" r r « « , into the moulds of their
nth isexa ( '411'12)- .
9 “Ybali not only the Eskimo, but

\Q race does, whether in Africa,
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Asia, or America. They simply graft the new Euro-
pean or American superstition on to the superstitions
they already possess. The missionary merely adds
some more taboos to the already staggering burden
these primitive people carry, as Stefansson clearly
shows.

Among the Eskimo, the expression “ a wise man,”
being translated, means “ a man who knows a larg9
number of taboos.” Ha is an honored member of
the community, for it is very important to know
these things ; “ if a taboo be broken—no matter how
innocently and unknowingly—the inevitable penalty
follows in the form of an epidemic or a famine, or an
accident or illness affecting some relative of the
breaker of the taboo” (p. 412).

Now, says Sfcefansson, to understand the facts he
records, two things of main importance must bs
kept in sight—

“ namely, first, that the ideas which the Eskimo has
of the new religion are dictated by his environment and
colored by the habits of thought developed under the
old religion; and second (and most important) that he
looks upon the missionary as the mouthpiece of God,
exactly as the shaman was tho mouthpiece of the
spirits. Bearing these things in mind, we shall glance
at the history of the spread of Christianity in Alaska ”
(p. 413).

Stefansson continues:—

“ The Christianity which exists in the minds of the
missionaries being as essentially incomprehensible to
the Eskimo as our abstract political and scientific
ideas and complex social organisation, the missionaries
at first naturally accomplished littie. At the mouth of
the Mackenzie River, for instance, when 1 was there
first in the winter of 1906 7, the missionaries of the
Church of England had been there already for more
than a decade without making a convert. The people
were still unconverted in September, 1907, when 1 left
the district. When | returned in June, 1908, they had
been Christianised to the last man ” (pp. 414-15).

No doubt the missionaries represented this triumph
as due to a mighty outpouring of the Holy Spirit
and the missionary-boxes were rattled more vigorously
than ever—ths subscribers, of course, never having
the faintest suspicion but that the Christianity
adopted by the Eskimo was identical with their own;
whereas the truth is, says Stefansson, “ there grew
up among them what might be called an Eekimoised
Christianity; in other words, Chbristianity compre-
hensible to the Eskimo. The rsal Christianity had
great difficulty in taking root, but this new form
spread like the measles ” (p. 415). What this new
faith consisted of we shall consider in our next.

W. Mann.
(To be continued.)

Religion and the Masses.—llI.

(Continued from p. 253.)

There are three outstanding events in life in which
people seem to be distinctly religious—birth, mar-
riage, and death. Probably the great majority of
infants are baptised, nsualiy in the rites of the
Churoh of England. Bat there are other than
religions reasons. Long-established custom, the
influence of neighbors and relations, and of the
women, who are notoriously more conservative and
religious than the men, together with a liking for
public ceremony, “ it looks well," and the pleasures
of a family gathering, help to preserve christening
against the general decay whioh is undermining
things religious, though it is doubtful if anyone
believes in its spiritual efficacy. God-parents are
often unbelievers or Nonconformists, and the thought
of any after-responsibility to the child never enters
their heads. The ohief duties of god-parents
are to make a present to the child, and to be
agreeable afterwards at a merry tea-party. The
number of unbaptised and unconfirmed children
increases.
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For marriages actual figures are available as follows
These are per thousand:—

Form of Ceremony. Y ear 1851. Year 1910.
Anglican.......ccccoevneis 842 616
Nonconformist ............ 62 130*
Roman Catholic ....... 48 42
Jewish ....cooiivieeennnn. 1-7 68
All denominations 954 795
Civil i, 48 205

* 1321in 1901; 132 in 1906.

Over the fifty-nine years from 1851 to 1910 the
decrease of religious and the inorease of civil mar
riages have gone on steadily.

Marriage celebrations in church owe their popu
larity to much the same social influences as baptisms
For some strange reason, civil marriage has been
looked upon as something undignified and sinister
among a section of people. They are only slowly
realising that marriage is a civil contract, without
which all the religious ceremony would avail nothing
To-day civil marriages are gaining in favor, and could
they be accompanied by a public ceremonial, say, in
the Town Hall, before the Mayor, they would soon
oust religious marriages from popularity. The work
ing classes certainly do not look upon it as a
sacrament.

The clergyman is called in less now to death-bads
than he formerly was. People are valuing more the
practical attentions of the doctor and nurse. Funerals
are shorter and simpler, and a kindness would be
done to friends and relatives by the abolition of any
public ceremonial at the burying of the dead. But
old customs die hard, particularly in domestic affairs,
and the religions atmosphere surrounding births,
marriages, and deaths is strong evidence of this.

The working classes are at variance with organised
Christianity on the subject of divorce.

(The Deceased Wife's Sister Act was a relief to
many, and legalised numerous unions, but the bishops
have always opposed.)

A demand, as well as a necessity, for divorce facili-
ties is growing, and there is a desire for this relief,
though not actively expressed. The working classes
endure a lot before crying out for reform. Men and
women treat a separation as divorce, and marry again,
or go to live with others. Estimable clergymen and
other good people would be greatly shocked if they
knew the number of illegal unions there are among
their poorer brethren. The Women’s Co-operative
Guild, with thirty-two thousand members, mostly
in the industrial areas, is making a strong demand
for simpler and easier divorce. Recently, the Salford
Diocesan Executive of the Roman Catholic Federation
protested to the Co-operative Union against this, and
Convocations of the Church of England oppose all
Divorce Laws. Thus do the Catholic and Apostolic
Churches keep in communion with the working class.

Sabbath observance was a stronghold of religiosity
in Britain, especially of the Puritanical Christians.
Now the masses are not Sabbatarian. There is
more amateur gardening done on ths Sunday than
any other day in the week. Pigeon-flying, fowl-
keeping, bee-keeping, dog-fancying, and walking in
the country, are popular pursuits practised on Sun-
day. Angling clubs, with memberships of thousands,
hold their competitions on the Lord’'s Day. Sunday
travelling, Sunday sports, Sunday in the parks,
museums, on the river, at the cinema-palace, and
all possible places of resort and amusement are
hugely popular. Public-houses do a good trade on
Sunday. All this, be it remembered, in the face
of the most active opposition and discouragement
from the Churohes. The opportunities for Sunday
pleasure are immensely restricted, but they are taken
eagerly. Were the restrictions removed, the whole
population of our islands would enjoy a Bank Holiday
every week. Many Trade Unions meet on Sunday,
and popular politics are expounded on that day.
The circulation of Sunday papers runs to millions
of copies. The bicycle and motor-cycle get most
use on Sunday. The working class attitude towards
Sunday is unmistakable—they consider it a day of
rest and recreation, for, pleasure and enjoyment,
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a time to throw off the shackles of labor ad
The tendency towards a free Sunday e ©

loose.
apaee. A People’s Theatre has been o
London. It is proposed to open it on j

If so, it will take, as do all places of ampfty
that open on the Sabbath. The chief faw
the masses have to find with Sunday is thend
sufficiency of occupations for that day, other
Church-going. This last they sedulously avoi =~
The ancient veneration for the Bible is,i@ 1)
disappearing. The Bible is read less than it f° /.
was. Among the people one finds all sorts
tudes towards the Bible, except reverence. 10 &
ence, contempt, unbelief, ignorance, sneers, ™ pi
cynicism, but no respect for sacred writ. Th_ |,
has been deposed. In many homes no Bible
found. In many others where it does exist, 't1
opened. A small one the children play with, 0"
in, and tear up. A big one makes an exoelteQ ~
for an aspidistra or bird-cage in the window, °r ¢;
as a datbp-top -pa which wo display ornanielgv

photographs. The Book of Genesis is fra”iij
believed by all. Of the miracles they are
incredulous. The workers have a vagn® alf

in a God, a very amorphous Deism, but
attribute to him any active interference w * jji
affairs, and they credit him with few v¥
much indifference. Heaven has receded inton
ness, and Hell has become an absurdity.
they? ask3 the working man,and discusses ho iy
critical impartiality. “ Devil ” has become & "t
mild expletive, whose use is permitted even 1*
dren. Jokes, stories, and humor, often of a
kind, are acceptable on Biblical and relig0®. @
and never fail to raise a laugh. But n° B &
Christianity has declined so muoh in P°Pnl aftf
mation as Christ himself. The miraoulons r ~
him is bluntly soorned, his death for sinners P
ridicule. Jesus as a man makes no append
men. They are quick to say that Jesus kn®  jj,i»
at all about life as it is. He never earner _, fo-
under industrial conditions; he never marrl )3ji
argues the toiler. Most objectionable of a jjfor
humility and gentleness. To turn the ot ®
to the smiter is to win contempt as a P
All men like “grit” in a man, and
man loves anyone who shows fight. ™¢°,
a “gentle Jesus,” or, as often put, ® (£
Jesus,” is to be plaoed in the lowest gr®®8 i
and to hear it come from a working ®aG3
lesson in scornful emphasis. jatr,
This sounds very dreadful no doubt, hot cOit®
Go among the masses of the great indastrl
and hear how they treat sacred things and
names, always with ribaldry, disdain, and  rgj
The saying of family or any other B © io
and of grace at table, is becoming extin0
homes. Alfred RowbeebY WILL

[To be concluded.)

Secular Society, Limited, wv.

CHANCERY DIVISION.
Before Mr. Justice Joyce* ,
, <5 . ¥

(From, the “ Daily Telegraph ” of
<
Interesting argument took place on the po'ﬁ“ r?a%n@(ilt

case whether a bequest of (10,000 made by gi, j
Bowman, of Ventnor, Isle of Wight, to the »
(Limited) was void, on the ground that it ~ 2y *

law and public golicyy, Thepift was oppoQp rtye v/~

heir-at-law and next-of-kin on this ground*

Society (Limited) is a registered company, f°di0{ ‘&e71

stated, to give legal security to the funds yv., 9

Society, which is styled the National Secular f.
Mr. Tomlin, K.C., and Mr. Macnaghten L ¢, 9j)>

Harper and Co.) for the Society; Mr. Cavo, i

J. A. Price (instructed by Calder, Woods, aB 1

the heir-at-law and next-of-kin ; Mr. Hughe8 pav

L. W. Byrne (instructed by Calder, Woods, aB

the trustees.
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His Lordship: The name does not say you should not
believe in religion. There is such a thing as Secular
Education.

Mr. Cave : That is education without religion.

Counsel proceeded to cite a number of decisions. In one
a contract to hire rooms for Secularist purposes was held to
be unenforceable. In another a gift for the purposes of an
essay on natural theology was voided on the ground that it
was inconsistent with Christian religion.

His Lordship : Natural theology is not inconsistent with
Christian religion. | once read a book with that title, with
a preface by Lord Brougham, and it certainly was not an
atheistical book.

Mr. Cave: It may be that a book on the subject would
not be held to be an infringement of the law. The printing
and propagating of the teachings and writings of Johanna
Southcote was held to be good.

His Lordship : Although there was a great deal that is
inconsistent with what we call Christian religion.

Public Policy.

Mr. Cave further cited a case in which th9 custody of a
child was taken from the mother and given to the father, on
the ground that the mother declined to have it taught Chris-
tianity. As to public policy, he said it was a hard horse to
ride. A gift for superstitious uses was not contrary to public
statutes, but it had been declared void on the ground of
public policy. So, also, although it was not forbidden by
statute, a gift was held void because it was made to Roman
Catholic priests, with the express injunction, “ whatever I
have left, it is my wish that the sums may be paid as
soon as possible, that I may have the benefit of their
prayers and masses.” Counsel referred to the cas9 of gifts
to pay the fines of convicted poachers.

His Lordship pointed oat that those were the fines of
poachers already fined, and not of potential poachers, and
added: There is no harm in paying the fines of persons
who have been convicted. | am afraid | have done it
myself—but not of poachers. (Laughter.)

Mr. Cave finally submitted with regard to the precept
“ Human conduct should be based upon natural knowledge,
and not upon supernatural belief,” that it could not be fol-
lowed without denying God.

His Lordship : Really!

Mr. Cave: Is there anything more contrary to Christian
religion than denying Christian religion to b8 true? It is
impossible to carry out the main object of this Society
without encouraging people to infringe the statutory religion.
The Company is infringing the statutes by its publications.

His Lordship: | shall not listen to that.

Mr. Cave: Then | say, on the authority of the cases, that
this legacy, being for purposes against the law and public
policy, cannot stand.

His Lordship, giving judgment, said he had not the
smallest sympathy with the objects of the Society, but
the question raised was difficult to decide according to
the law, and the law only. The Memorandum of tha
Society described how the money going to them should
be expended. He found nothing in the Memorandum or
the Articles of Association subversive of morality, contrary
to law, or contravening any statute. That being so, the
legacy was a perfectly good one, unless it could be made
out that, according to the constitution of the Society, the
rule against perpetuities had been infringed. He held that
it had not been infringed, and that the gift was a goocl one.

Obituary.

We regret to report the death of Mr. Joseph Barry, of
Balham, which occurred on Sunday, April 11, in the sixty-
sixth year of his age. Mr. Barry was a Vice-President of
the National Secular Society and a Director of the Secular
Society, Limited. For forty years he was an earnest, zealous,
and unremitting worker in the glorious cause of freedom of
thought. Both on sea and land he availed himself of every
opportunity to disseminate the principles of Freethought,
which were dearer to him than life itself. He was noted
and respected for his deep sincerity, transparent honesty,
and undaunted courage. His loyalty to conviction endeared
him to all his friends, and made his life a power for good in
the community in which he lived. The fidelity with which
he followed such great leaders as Charles Bradlaugh and
G. W. Foote was worthy of all praise. He was interred on
Saturday, April 17, at the Streatham Cemetery, Tooting, in
the presence of a large number of friends and admirers,
including Miss A. Stanley, Dr. R. T. Nichols, Mr. W. Baker
and two daughters, Mr. and Mrs. Brandes, Messrs. Victor
Roger, S. Samuels, T. Saunders, T. Shore, and F. Wood, all
of whom came forward to express their sympathy with Mrs.
Barry in her loss, thereby affording her a great consolation.
A Secular Service was conducted at the graveside.—J, T. L.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday
and be marked “ Lecture Notice ” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.

Outdoor.

West Ham Branch N. 8.S. (outside Maryland Point Station,
Stratford, E.) : 7, Mr. Finch, a Lecture.

COUNTRY.

I ndoor.
Failsworth (Secular School, Pole-lane): E. Morris Young,
2 45, “ The Passing of the Hun” ; 6.30, “ Peace, or Armistice,
Our Purpose ?”

PROPAGANDIST LEAFLETS. New Issue. 1. Christianity a
Stupendous Failure, 3. T. Lloyd; 2. Bible and Tcetotalism, J. M.
Wheeler; 3. Principles of Secularism, C. Watts ; 4. Where Are
Four Hospitals > R. Ingersoll. 5. Because the Bible Tells Me
So, W. P. Ball; 6. Why Be Goodi by G. W. Foote. The
Parson's Creed. Often the means of arresting attention and
making new members. Price 6d. per hundred, post free 7d.
Special rates for larger quantities* Samples on receipt of
stamped addressed envelope.—Miss E, M. Vance, N. S. S.
Secretary, 62 Farringdon-street, London, E.O.

LATEST N. S. S. BADGE.—A single Pansy
flower, size as shown ; artistic and neat design
in enamel and silver ; permanent in color; has
been the means of making many pleasant
introductions. Brooch or Stud fastening, 6d.
Scarf-pin, 8d. Postage in Great Britain Id.
Small reduction on not less than one dozen.
Exceptional value.—From Miss E. M. Vance,
General Secretary, N. 8. 8., 62 Farringdon-street, London, E.C.

THE LATE
CHARLES BRADLAUGH, M.P.

A Statuette Bust,

Modelled by Burvill in 1881. An excellent likeness of the great
Freethinker. Highly approved of by his daughter and intimate
colleagues. ~ Size, 6J ins. by 8f ins. by 4J ins.

Plaster (Ilvory Finish) ..

. 3/-
Extra by post (British Isles): One Bust, 1/-

two, 1/6.

The Pioneer Press 61 Farringdon-street, London, E.C.; or
Miss E. M. Vance, Secretary, N. 8. S.

All Profits to be devoted to the N. S. S. Benevolent Fund.
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FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT, 1873.
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Subscription R ates,
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To all foreign countries, except Mexioo, 50 oents per a
Subscriptions for any length of time under a
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which are free.
THE TRUTH BEEKER COMPANY,
Publishers, Dealers in Freethought Boo® >
62 Visrt Street, N*w *
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Free

By C. COHEN.

Determinism or

Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd“

A clear and able exposition of the
the only adequate light—the light of €'

Wil

CONTENTS.

I. The Question Stated.—Il. “ Freedom ll and

Consciousness, Deliberation, and ChoioA.

Consequences of Determinism.—V. Professor

Dilemma of Determinism.”—VI. The Nature

of Responsibility.—VI1Il. Determinism and
Problem in Determinism.—IX. Environ®

i #
PRICE ONE SHILLING
(Postage 2d.)
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SOCIETY

(LIMITED)

Company Limited by Guarantee.

Begistered Offioe—62 FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.O.

Chairman of Board of Directors—Mr, G. W. FOOTE,

Beoretary— Misa E. M. VANCE,

This Society was ormed in 1898 to afford legal seonrity to the
acquisition and application of funds for Seca'ar purposes.

The Memorandum of Association sets forth that the Society's
Objects are:—To promote the principle that human oonduct
should be based upon natural knowledge, and not upon super-
natural belief, and that human welfare in thiB world is the proper
end of all thought and action. To promote freedom of inquiry.
To promote universal Secular Education. To promote the com-
plete secularisation of the State, etc., eto. And to do all such
lawful things as are conduoive to such objects. Also to have,
hold, receive, and retain any sums of money paid, given, devised,
or bequeathed by any person, and to employ the same for any of
the purposes of the Society.

The liability of members is limited to £1, in case the Society
should ever be wound up and the assets were insufficient to oover
liabilities—a most unlikely contingency.

Members pay an entrance fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent
yearly subscription of five shillings.

The Society has a considerable number of members, but amuch
larger number is desirable, and it is hoped that some will be
gained amongst those who read this announcement. All who join
it participate in the control of its business and the trusteeship of
its resources. It is expressly provided in the Articles of Associa-
tion that no member, as such, shall derive any sort of profit from
th Society, either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in
soy way whatever.

The Society's affairs are managed by an oleoted Board of
Directors, consisting of not less than five and not more than
twe'.vs members, cne-third of whom retire (by ballot) eaob yoar,
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FREETHOUGHT PUBLICATIONS.

Liberty and Necessity. An argument against
Free Will and in favor of Moral Causation. By David
Hume. 32 pages, price 2d., postage Id.

The Mortality op the Soul.
With an Introduction by G. W. Foote.
postage £d.

By David Hume.
16 pages, price Id.,

AN Essay on Suicide.
an Historical and Critical
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