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To Dogmatism the Spirit of Inquiry is the same as
*Spirit of Evil; and to pictures of the latter it has
ip-ided a tail to represent the note of interrogation.

—Ambrose Bierce.

torpedoing the Sermon on the Mount.
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trying to enforce on others, she would be charged
in perfeot truth with the most consummate hypoc-
risy.”

Mr. Bertrand Russell's championship of the Chris-
tian teaching of love and non-resistance moves on
different lines. He Bays:—

“ We cannot destroy Germany even by a complete
military victory, nor, conversely, could Germany destroy
England even if our Navy were sunk and London occu-
pied by the Prussians. English civilisation, the English
language, English manufacturers would still exist, and
as a matter of practical politics it would be totally im-
possible for Germany to establish a tyranny in this
country. If the Germans, instead of being resisted
by force of arms, had been passively permitted to
establish themselves wherever they pleased, tha halo
of glory and courage surrounding the brutality of
military success would have been absent, and public
opinion in Germany itself would have rendered any
oppression impossible.”

Now, it will be observed that neither Mr. Rassell
nor Mr. Lyttelton are doing any more than putting
Christian teaching to the test of praotice. But, alas
for the poor teaching, it has been met with general
condemnation, and from Christians! The Daily
Telegraph oalled Mr. Lyttelton’s address “ Amazing.”
Other papers went further, and used more drastic
language. The religious editor of John Bull sug-
gested that something very terrible ought to be
done to men who talk in this fashion. Clergymen
by the dozen wrote to various papers, for fear that
the general publio should get it into th8ir heads that
they intended to practioe Christianity, and advised
Dr. Lyttelton to mend hia ways. The Daily Mirror,
in a leadiog artiole, said quite plainly that “ if we
applied Christianity, all that would really result
would be for the people who applied it to be swiftly
wiped out. Their world would come to an end at
onoe.”

That is at least plain, but it sets one wondering.
For the statement does not appear in a wicked
Freethought paper. It is not an expression of opinion
from a Freethonght journalist. It appears in a “ re-
spectable ” daily paper, one that caters for the huge
publio whioh prefers to have its information dished
up in a piotorial manner because it involves less
mental effort to grasp it. And the Daily Mirror
journalist writes in this way because he knows it
is the way that his publio wish him to write. There
is no doubt of that. We have also many, many
thousands of Chnrohes and parsons devoted to Chris-
tianity. Ever since the War began, a large portion
of the press has been filled with talk of the Christian
ideals that inspired England to enter on the War,
and the Christian principles for which we are fight-
ing, and now a popular daily paper says—with the
full approval of its readers—that if people applied
Christianity to practice, they would be swiftly wiped
out, and it more than hints that it would be a good
job too.

Not so many people have fallen foul of Mr. Russell,
but this, I fancy, is due to the fact that not so many
people read the International Journal of Ethics. But
one journalist has written a lengthy reply, and that
is Mr. Harold Spender, Editor of the Westminster
Gazette. He does not say that a people who applied
Christian teaching would bo blotted out, but he
brushes that teaohing on one side as irrelevant.
He does not believe in overcoming Germany by a
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policy of non-resistance, bat points cut—we believe ! the right polioy for sensible men and wom6u

quite properly chat:—

“ To get to the ethical roots of the matter we roust
begin by acknowledging that there are certain things for
which men care more than they care for their lives.
This is the guiding motive of wars for principles and
wars of self-defence, and even though moral standards
vary and the principles of one generation may seem
superstitious to the next, that is still the greatest fact
about human nature, and it must be rated as of the
highest ethical value.”

But evidently these things for whioh people care, and
for which they will fight, are not contained in the
Sermon on the Mount. “ Men fight,” says Mr. Spender,
“ for their soil, or their homes,” through “ affection,
loyalty, and a sense of human worth and dignity.”

Now here, | repeat, is a remarkable state of affairs.
On the one side we have two men pleading for an
application to current affairs of one of the oldest and
least doubtful of Christian doctrines. On the other
hand we have a people professedly Christian, main-
taining a huge priesthood for the preaching of Chris-
tianity; maintaining, also, laws that make it a
criminal offence to attack Christianity—save in a
manner that shall be agreeable to Christiana— and
yet we have these people denouncing as insane, or
unpatriotic, or even criminal, the suggestion that
the War offers us a splendid opportunity for putting
Christianity into practice.

What does it all mean? For my own part, the
meaning of the situation is quite clear. To begin
with, | agree— without any sacrifice of consistency—
with both sides. | agree with Dr. Lyttelton that a
nation of Christians ought to practise Christian
teachings. And | agree with Dr. Lyttelton’s critics
that no nation of human beings can do so without
their society coming to an end. This is not a paradox;
it is a statement of sober fact. Yon cannot preach
an impossible doctrine without exposing yourself to
the oharge of hypocrisy, and you obviously cannot
practise it without committing suicide. Anyone may
believe that faith will enable him to swallow poison
without harmful results; and if he stops there,
nothing will follow. But it is quite clear that Nature
sets a very sharp limit to the reduction of this
theory to practice. Overcoming evil by turning
one cheek when the other is smitten is the
kind of teaching that appeals to a certain kind
of human nature, but its practice—even on a limited
scale—is only made possible by the vicarious use of
the very instrument employed. Quakers, for instance,
have preached the polioy of non-resistance, but it has
been in a society, the collective force of which,
guaranteed them security of life and property.

In the second place, the explanation of the situa-
tion lies in the fact that Christianity was never
intended for social use at all. Its preaohings were
for a select few, gathered together for a speoial pur-
pose and to live a special life. It never contem-
plated a perpetual human society whioh of necessity
includes all kinds of characters, good and bad, love-
able and hateful. Like all religious sects, it began
with the principle of selection and exelusion. And
so long as a teaching is intended for a select few, its
followers may escape the charges of hypoorisy and
inconsistency, because it will exclude all those who
disagree with it. But when Christianity became the
governing religion of a whole social group, a very
different state of affairs arose. For a human society

cannot be exclusive; it must be inclusive. It con-
tains all kinds and classes, and its praotiee must
conform to human nature in general. This is why,

on anything like a general scale, the practice of
Christianity has always been a sheer impossibility.
There resulted what has been called “ corruptions of
Christianity." But they were not “ corruptions ” in
any real sense; they were mainly modifications
necessary in order to make an impossibilist teaohing
decently observable. Dr. Lyttelton is quite right in
eayiDg that we ought—as Christians—to overcome
the Germans by love. His critics are equally right
in pointing to the insanity of such teaohing. And
between them they succeed in demonstrating that

leave Christianity alone, and regulate human
in the light of reason and experience, q coH=&

Intellect versus Intuition.

In this time of war the divines are fully aMr@fd
the facts testify, with no uncertain sound, X
their much-vaunted creed, and they flee to ima »
as the only tolerably safe oity of refuge- jjdi
article in the Christian World for April 8, ths (
Herbert Brook, M.A., quotes a saying of a cQJly
in Kitchener’'s Army which he eulogises as
appropriate to the present situation. The s"™ g(
as follows: “ When you come to look at
doesn’t seem to be such a thing as Provided >
we know there is.” Mr. Brook then says

“ What au opportunity for preaching Christ
Gospel there is among the men who are g°ID? d
fight for honor and homeland! The great "Jiji
these men know, as our friend the corporal do 'y
the oft-proclaimed truths of Christianity are (i
argument is needed to convince them. All
needed is a powerful appeal to touch and stirt 1>
Keiigious knowledge is there. The testimony it
soul—-call it intuition or what you wiil—re8atfflefiat*
groat fact3 of religion and faith is clear, jyt
pronounced. Let us assume the existence
testimony. Let us appeal to it.”

The following is another sample :—

“ In all our preaching we must assume thatSﬁ
gregations have an intimate, direct knowledS *
central realities of religion, and not waste to ~j
time in arguing about the existence of God
trying to square this dreadful War with God's be
providence and love....... The great mass of ® g$m
women know, like our friend the corporal, Wt
tainty no argument can shake or create, that.Go “jl
that his providence still rules over all, that P
is a fact, and that no blame lies at the Divine g
the dreadful slaughter that now disgraces
us appeal to that certainty by proclaiming, nO ;fjodP®

about, our own certainty as never before. Oce
ant assertion, based on intuition, is worth b
ments worked out by intellect. The profound
men know God.” . jat

The first thing to be noted is the nndonbte” s
that in asserting the well-nigh universality jik
gious knowledge, Mr. Brook only betrays bis °
of natural knowledge. We are absolutely
the number of people who possess Christian0 a,jq
in any congregation is extremely small. I® -»a®
excusable mistake to imagine that the N
men and women are firm believers in God
mortality. We know that they are not.
onae an texras of Intimaoy wiltth 8 oiiitary 0 $
an exceptionally religious turn of mind, v?b°»
not dare to read a sceptical book or artiole»
to an anti-religious conversation, for fear 0
his faith. As a matter of fact, religion Lidgei

y emotional affair, . )
positive belief he had praotioally none. *™ w"
to the man in the street, you will soon I° 29,
although he thinks vaguely that “ there
thing or someone somewhere,” he is to a
and purposes an Atheist. He has ab3oluae’ feglO
ligious knowledge. Indeed, God is the leas ii0
beings even to the majority of those wh° 0N
stantly using his name. Mr. BrooR ass"jtb
“ the great mass of men and women
certainty no argument can shake or creat> ~ | j
mortality is a fact ” ; but no assertion
ther from the troth, as the reverend gen®
to know. Principal George Adam Smith Sii %
lie diaat whgo he firaiokdy samiiws J*

L

thinking of civilised men there has beeo , (0%,
steady ebb from the shores of another™!*
Criticism and the Preaching 0 the Old t

p. 209).

Mr. Brook’s assertiveness is without
whole article is but a series of baseless 0®,,
He alludes to “ the testimony of the sou >
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tino*fawrOVer™e *aob bbat both bh9 80u” an(i ibs
e are ferely dretimphyBioal hypofineses in-
thjL 6 ,°~ verification. He practically admits
are aadD™ bl8 brethren to assume their exist-
$hece B,n°n, J'hat assnroption to make their
“tre tirnf 8" bhe testimony. He asserts that
te Rake3°UX* deePs iQ men know God”; but
tdh 0f’t, Qo e®orb whatever to demonstrate the
Foiceree  assertion. He assumes that “ God’'s
Pattern fHIl rnJe3 over all ” ; but ho discourages
easdant , 88nare this dreadful War with it,

task/” rr° uou™» of the utter impracticability of

'"Wen' 0 adopts his friend the corporal’s saying,
Vhingas® 00« *bthere doesn't seem to be such
IBa Far ryMenee, but we know there is.” That

~Jts 5q Peoimen of a Christian’s frame of mind.
Jrdg 0Qot unless they are favorable. As
*tich CasJ ?fe a most damaging character, in
ngheal wfv“® theologian’s attitude to them s
"o of L-, ™ "bab a well-known member of the
Jily . . 8to certain “ consequences,” when he
Mook sMP 67 “ A>ama the consequences.” In
Got iadul Bweaian8 ie a sin in which he
efadoth 26 bub h0 *8 n°t above exhorting him-
@OQ "8 P°t to “ waste too much time in try-
N Tceno n i 3 ~readful War with God's beneficent
piaster 8Jv *ove>” The slaughter is of suoh a
tat’p6”. , a on such a scale that it “ disgraces
*e@at'thn W@ are assured that “ Ae Blame for
fiction Kgf B door.” Mark the glaring con
51 Prgvieen Weln tise statement that Ged's benefi-
> ~that Kn.ef," 6till rules over all ” and the asser-
vedddantTAgira Hes at the BiviRe €esF for the
Joeertt'v  t®r that now disgraces Europe.” God's
,,.ht tbe nJ Ide“oe ar,d love still rnlo over all,
a'W ;a epeakable horrors of the War cease
W 7Qr of fh°r n'.Sht, and yet no blame lies at
iMew®that fu Inbn2 power. If a man can really
i,ad'd ore is nothing he cannot believe, nor
HQ3=y is a 8llrPrised at anything he might say.
% "It n j Iri ae t0 whioh he cannot possibly
it th 8a|<V’ Mr. Brook tells us,
egeiste t alatg]*qlf @ &t hiiBoon created mere
ligg>the aU 8a0 ai‘gaments of Voltaire.” Of
BB RAFOYMERIR of Voltaire created no
sitcN DelLm®!: tbe simPle reason that Voltaire
to Mr «t0 itbe end. of his life. Now,

bt ?nd the\vt0° u8 ~oobrine»the earthquake at

te « &Wﬂm Igﬁer a beg?loent prm

D, Morer made ’ ®Qx divine clearly admits that
@Q@.,e says «tk°m~” ous Atheists, but, “ believe
tien' conis 8, ar has created practically
tie a?8 women i lafliroaco him to multitudes of
M(],:>d of tk ° bjondon aione whom the War
> | dyiQOoQoeivfiOlr faith in God. It is to them
ainp0SeQr Qnderlfk sacb a horrible catastrophe

L bQwreigm Q j ®yes °f an almighty and all-

teChing ,§°‘é‘?f gw\ey?setg have ceased to believe

8'te &y calh.sr an disparage what is con-
ietsOn .'th M, *be “ cocksure intellect.” We
Qls not a > 0oa when he declares that the

S 7mQMh smn C8ssful explorer in Eternity’s
j»eraity : 63 >hut we venture to suggest
7>(¥t\)/ ﬂgt Ver- I(Iet(,)f Qt?cgaeclﬁmgtgn)\/lv mfeqllgtqulehr%gna%rl
de reverond Vaafc nnknown spaces,” about
i #i 18 of BRdn« S°otlemay is 80 aogksure, e
vMteal?® Mr. gr exploration, and we fearlessly
hi%a w Ormation on' IncaPab,e of imparting thr
isb € all-Powrrf ? GerninS them. “ That hum

W ~fnr.h'*apbvoL al. intuition some people call
stklleansWbei:i bars lllasi°n> which theologians
4libete tbb°sfile f Saed an<® hard pressed by un-
1? 'tbdhat G odw aot8- When asked “ What proof
€4jn contatlB\er uJ l'ehoent providence rales over
tnVioeg, p °ni' them ib by direct intuition.”
(@] fiQelfy, suffo tho facts, with the wroDgs,
O 6 and n?g’ aad sorrow which prevail
@tbe, jNeir bhcm how they reconoile
ate honnioN1‘ a heneficent Divine provi-

pnzzled and fall back upon
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intuition, paying, “ We assume that God loves and
cares for all his children, and in this assumption
we rejoice, booause we have an inward perception
of its truth ; and, knowing it to be true, we know
that Gad is not to blame.” With suoh people it
is impossible to argue, because they hold the intellect
in derision, and are net amenable to the laws of
thought. In so far as they are sincere, they are
self-deceived, and we regard them as objects of pity.
Their beliefs can neither be proved nor yet disproved.
Science does not touch them at any point, though the
scientifio mind realises the absurdity of believing in
the absenoe of evidence, and speoially against evi-
dence. If intuition is synonymous with faith, as
Mr. Brook states, we are logioally impelled to pro-
nounce ail religious intuitions wholly false. If we
trace their evolution and see how they arose, and
what their original forms were, their falseness will
be self-evident. The God Mr. Brook bsliaves in and
preaches is a product of evolution, and the vary fact
that he has developed is sufficient evidence of his
unreality, save as a human conception with a history.
To identify faith with knowledge is to reach the
summit of irrationality. Very few theologians even
are guilty of such a folly. Tennyson admits that
Christians have bat faith, and that for an obvious
reason they cannot know. Mr. Brook, however,
claims that he knows God, immortality, and the
unseen world to be veritable faots. We are bold
enough to assure him that he is entirely mistaken.
He merely imagines that they are facts, and imagin-
ation is not the faculty of knowledge. It is through
the intellect alone that all knowledge is acquired;
and it is undeniable that in proportion as know-
ledge thrives, intuitions decline. The intuitionists
themselves have already surrendered and completely
disowned many aspirations they once ardently cher-
ished, and we are confident that the time is coming
when the intellect shall dethrone intuition, and reign
supreme as the lord of life. j m Lroyn

A Celestial Plant.

“ O tea! thou soft, sober, sage, and venerable liquid.”
— Colley Cibber.
* The cups
That cheer, hut not inebriate.”

—Cowper.
The prohibition of vodka in Russia, and absinthe in
Franoe, together with the talk of boycotting alcohol
in this country, lends interest to tea, that world-
renowned non-aiooholio beverage, which may almost
be 3aid to be in everybody’s mouth.

Of the many, pleasant things that flatter the taste,
tea is one of the most universally popular. Talk of
the famed Falernian wine, the nectar and ambrosia
of the gods, what are they in comparison with the
drink whioh refreshes alike the duchess and the
docker's wife. Its influence upon social habits is
also a beneficent one. No one will deny its power to
quench the thirst, and soothe the nervous system,
thus putting persons on better terms with themselves
and with everybody else.

If coffee is the favorite drink of the Bterner sex,
tea may be said to claim the fairer part of the human
family. Yet we are hardly safe in thus dividing
these drinks among the sexes, for Dr. Johnson was a
champion among tea drinkers, while Voltaire was
noted for his fondness for coffee. Leigh Hunt, it is
true, preferred coffee to tea, for the taste, but tea
for a constancy. He was more fortunate than
Robert Louis Stevenson, who, in his Amateur Emigrant,
teils us:—

“ At breakfast we had a choice between tea and
coffee for beverage; a choice not easy to make, the two
were so surprisingly alike. 1 found that | could sleep
after the coffee and lay awake after the tea, which is
proof conclusive of some chemical disparity, and even
by the palate | could distinguish a smack of snuff in the
former from a flavor of boiling and dish cloths in the
second.”

Tea and coffee are natural allies, but they are also
rivals. As against alcoholic drinking in any form



244

they are oombined. It is after alcohol has been
driven away that the battle begins. Taking the
world throngh, the verdict seems in favor of tea.
Two of the largest countries in the world, China and
Russia, are tea drinkers. In most parts of Central
Asia the tea-urn is forever steaming. On the other
hand, the Arab and the Turk, and with them the
western part of the Mohammedan world, are coffee
drinkers. The decision of Europe is not absolute on
either side. It seems to be determined by chance.
The nations which can get good coffee, drink coffee ;
and those who can get good tea, drink tea. Those
which can get both, drink both. England has the
choice of both, but her preference is for tea. This is
partly balanced by the United States, the chief
coffee-consuming country. But victory is deter-
mined by the Australians, who are the greatest tea
drinkers in the world. They drink it generally, cold,
and always abominably strong.

0 Superstition shed3 its radiance over the origin of
alcohol, and Baochus is numbered among the gods.
It is, therefore, only fitting that tea should also have
a mythological origin. According to Oriental tradi-
tion, Prince Darma went on a pilgramage to China,
vowing he would not rest by the way. Being over-
taken by fatigue, he slept. On waking, ha was so
angry, that he out off his eyelids, and threw them on
the ground. They sprung up a3 tea shrubs, and
hence tea is before you. The Chinese, when any
procession in honor of any popular idol takas place,
arrange tables by the wayside. Each has a vase of
flowers, lighted candles, fruit, and cups of tea.

Tea drinking, certainly, “ keeps the palace of the
soul” serene; but it inspires speech, and talk some-
times ends in scandal. Coffee has often been coupled
with pistols; and tea, although a more domestic
drink, has also warlike associations. Tea took a
prominent part in the American Revolution, and the
Boston tea-party oaused Yankees and Britishers to
boil over for many a long year.

But the celestial plant has other and better asso-
ciations. Does it not remind us of Goldsmith's
Citizen of the World, Pope’s Rape of the Loch, Lady
Wortley Montaigne’s tea-table, Horace Walpole, and
the Spectator. That most genial of parsons, Sydney
Smith, once exclaimed, “ What would the world do
without tea ? "—

“ Though all unknown to Greek and Roman song,
The paler Hyson and the dark Souchong,
Though black nor green the warbled praises share,
Of knightly troubadour, or gay trouvere,
Yet scorn not thou, as alien quite to numbers,
That friend to prattle, and that foe to slumbers,
Which Kien Long—imperial poet—praised
So high, that cent per cent its price was raised ;
Which Pope himself would sometimes condescend
To place, commodious, at a couplet's end ;
Which the sweet bard of Olney did not spurn,
Who sung the music of the hissing urn.”

Prior to the Rsstoration, beer was the staple
drink. On its introduction to this country, tea was
quite beyond the means of ordinary folk. It became
rapidly cheaper and in daily use among the better-
class in London, though not in the country. Thus,
in Congreve’s Way of the World, Mrs. Millamant
claims to be “ Sole empress of my tea-table.” Her
lover readily consents to her drinking tea if she
agrees to banish strong drinks from her tea-table,
which shows that the love of tea was yet more
fashionable than real.

It might be thought that by the middle of the
eighteenth century tea was universally used in this
country. This was by no means the case. It was
Btill a fashionable drink, and it had now become
greatly in use by women. Men drank little of it,
countrymen and working men not all. Its use was
not so far general as to stop the discussion which
still continued as to its virtues. In the year 1749 it
was ten shillings a pound. So well-known a preacher
as John Wesley sot his face and the whole foroe of
his authority against tea drinking. In his Letter to a
Friend, concerning Tea, he says that tea “ unstrings
the nerves” and leaves the unhappy user “ near the
chambers of death.” A hundred years later, by the
irony of events, Nonconformist women became
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great users of tea, and Dickens and °ther”
made merry over their tea drinking propsnsb”\V,
Celestial origin, the tea-plant may become w
heavenly. Should alcohol be prohibited, Freel * »
may live to see the time when the “ ~"i°°
lamb” will be perpetuated in the
Services by oup3 of tea.

Charles Bradlaugh as | Knew H®

W
Someone ha3 said that to judge a great r

you must judge him at a distance, not fcakiog
actions in detail, but considering them a3 (f3
and in that way forming a correot estima
character and his ideals. And in my

is th9 only way to fairly judge any man, O
small, wise or foolish, philosopher or ordinaryl
of the world. 0

I never knew a man whose greatness wa?
more indelibly upon his countenance than i $
that of Charles Bradlaugh. His great bg
massive head, his searching eyes, his stroflo
all gave evidence of the wonderful p3rsonai j
man. _

When 1 first saw Charles Bradlaugh in "g#
after his return from America, he was fa
most commanding figures then before t&

He had stirred up the political an ~jj»
_j an extraordinary degree by the bo \dit
his attacks on prevailing opinions; and ein'.
on much-needed political reforms, and hi3
of the follies of the Christian superstition»
amormons audienees to thé Hafl of Sciencs P
City-road, to hear this great orator, wko
to revolutionise the world of thought. N®
I forget the first time I saw Charles Brad ™ jj
with majeatio stride, he marched through
and mounted the platform, preceded by W- L
who aoted as ohairman. The audience °a30iie”
ferously from the moment the lecturer » b
appearance until he had taken his place by” hp*

of the table, which was laden heavily jiop

from which he quoted from time to time a

ceeded with his discourse. _ fgr™
At that time Mr. Bradlaugh was in al f8&

year of age, and, though it is a good Y/
I remember him as though it were yesterd V
commanding figure, slightly over six fe0“n g
with clean-shaven face, and long dark
the professional style, like_a great artist or e%) ;
& wore alaok Frock coalt 'wn open WRISM-P, “I
black bow. When he commenced his 0 Mt
spoke in a low, tremulous voice, but ™ "{bf
fluency and precision ; and as he prooa03d
discourse, his voioe became strong a““ L
His style wa3 chiefly argumentative, hut
ready wit and a dry humor that wer0 ,
taking; he would smile or give a merr .
the eye when he was about to make %k]U tar
would gradually work up to a
declamation, until he reached a climax of S"ggdj
and pathos. When he resumed his seat s
was surprised that the time had Passed %,
and sorry that the lecture was 1
listened to a discourse of an hour’s Se}r
the succeeding years | heard Mr. Brauu”pl»
many times in faot, when ho oooupied c, p
I was a regular habitué at the Hall of 'y
I heard him on the authorship and a°, ,0rd
the Bible. 1 heard him oritioise the a
of Genesis and Exodus, and was 00°.
laughter over the ludicrous position 1© i (
placed some of the learned Biblical c¢c° » fiy
I heard him on the probiem O0f 50 1jy. |
God in lectures and debates; and,
him on “ What did Jesus Teaoh?”
questigns he showed himself to be a
subjeot His mmhd was a perfect
Ho seemed to speak in syllogisms,
of analysis was truly wonderful. But”™h
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jelosi0’3 °PP°aent8 and exposed the shams and
#¥fl bird  ~*eir beliefs, his passionate eloquenoo
tolRi0C 8arca3tt] and logical reasoning combined

qite ov Ca80 “gainst the Christian superstition
toDxer® taing. On one occasion | went down
Hofim mu ~ear him lecture on “ The Limits of

fetytL bODghfc: What Can a Man Think?” The
inted ws enongh to frighten the ordinary man
«Jgonjf away- M looked as though Bradlaugh
b/ el Jv° 8(dve a metaphysical problem that no-
“ad over attempted to tackle. But the

‘ol ™0 i? ~keir hundreds nevertheless, and
top, * 8filed to its utmost capacity, though the
GRxty  jS”or™ ~“ere not noted for their intellectual
djet of {Jra’ Bosant occupied the ohair, and the
thaffu Bradlangh, in his address, wa3 to
that if n ~ord God bad no definite moaning,

?“ »l God was infinite, he.!?“3 finite,
Btin human thought was conditl0 - man who
f Mr. Bradlaugh’s address, a | {aoe and

1 hke a coal-heaver, with a -fe sober,

: Yrer that showed that he was *1 N called
SiPtoa several times, and Mr. to
vin Bamsey, who was among _ went up
totitb0 Sentloman in order; Mr.Ba J over
> and looked at him, but as the manJ A

WMe did not take any farther pgiigm
v:.“ Mm@ on, when W.%W@.Q%ting way»

~metaphysical problem in quite an narently aG

i_éginlffn' g(gjl—hie%ver Hha wa -r;P - Brad-
SEFRNAITED him thaf if he interrup»>d™ 8~
Nh @ cotre down from the platf® , the

Only a few moments Bradlaugh
W ?temrptéd again, whereupon M < ra though

to* taonthe platform, went up t°.bim a t-akins
him''8 Suing to remonstrate with him, on to
tiSv § ™y by the throat, he palled the - flang

C S - ardcarried him through the hall and fiong

{?&5 the r?trleeetct Then Mr. Bradlang
] ,IS ure. I got out of the hall with

07 tk8 j aa-tcame along | saw the man stand-
by*sieto th°r threatening that he would put a
ift,. u man 9 ~ectllrcr as he came out. | stood

oIS ia ready to Sivc Mr. Bradlaugh
Bii0a,tut fti,6 tried to put his threat into exe-

€5 s sice, e goue TN bk T HPHABRAAGEE

O™ ohypnotise him, andPa ., asnot ama

~etbor’incident. Mr. Bradlaugh wa A man
b, ,M«j «ppio~bed, J et ho»
pW”rvons temperament; ol.u —
e N mAen, ;-—-the close
tho _evenin eti N the
#M$*apeA Secular gouec{ymc?om%%’ 1Q fet
1 Aot MRGSREY B mehebetss

e course of . 8PeC 'g _and tha
't 'WBI Epnat %rlstlam@y was g(;eb_rls, ané
N 0 °“r duty to clear away it came
(] N
Aveo | SR «reethouoldh Sy beno
3k J%' pw, aun. to speak, he fixed on that
N vmu “hriggtXoon

saiioog
th

in whioh | referred to the

opafibRdtye ‘ad made g nf the mash
at 1 have ever heard, in which

~oism | —»X miuu Uu»U vjoiuou

~hea.h'8 couulri”~ref ly irom one oi- the greatest
BrS has ever produced.

bHthe nk;abb in debate several times—
C LoiX' Brewin Grant, once with Mr.

tcSWa aod twins, 6 : M.P., once with the Rev. Dr.
5 tien tc”; hut nfYyu® ~ - M. M. Hyndman on
J6th(3Q .t these, the two most memorable

~NU te &8f took %&!?o Ragv. Brewin Grant. The
- -uBD ‘uaa sixOightst tietae. »0d filgatBe

a° 'Mense that on the i the v
“dun Raiwry Co, to. ~  closmS J'
N W anenitoall discusaion y to fi°

" tu e tymbihatthe Rel el Grat had a

THE FREETHINKER

245

elementary knowledge of the art of debate. He con-
sidered that his main duty was to abuse his opponent,
to teli a lot of palpable lies, and fling about all kinds
of opprobrious charges—sometimes in his last speech,
when Mr. Bradlaugh had no opportunity of reply.
To see Mr. Bradlaugh suffering under such irritation
was “ a sight for the god3,” and to listen to his pas-
sionate eloquence in reply, was something never to
be forgotten. But at the second debate, which took
place at the South Place Institute, Brewin Grant
was, if possible, more insulting than ever. He made
all kinds of lying charges, until Bradlaugh, stung to
the quiok, referred to his opponent as “ this thing
here—the representative of God on earth.” At one
time the excitement» had reached such a pitch that |
should not have been surprised if Mr. Bradlaugh had
caught his opponent by the throat and flung him
amoDg the audienoe. Bat Bradlaugh showed won-
derful restraint. | had seen Salvini, the great Italian
tragedian, in the third act of Othello, catoh hold of
lago by the throat, and, in a paroxysm of passion,
throw him to the ground and put his foot on him.
Metaphorically, Bradlaugh did the same with Brewin
Grant. Aa far as argument was concerned, he liter-
ally tore him to pieces— to tatters, to very fragments.
Yes, in those days we lived. We not only saw drama
on the stage, but when we saw Bradlaugh in debate
we witnessed tragedy of the best kind. | could go
on relating my recollections of thoss great days
“ until my eyelids will no longer wag.” But enough.
I must reserve something for another day.

Arthur B. Moss.

The Superman.

Nietzsche dead has become respectable in a degree,
for in the Bookman for March we find an article
about him by George Sampson. HaiJ, thou most
chaste and holy dwelling for the faded black poppies
of Nonconformist patronage! A dead lion can do
no harm ; let us in safety examine the brnfce's teeth,
measure his mane, and take his length from tip to
tail. Let us see how the sixpenny edition de luxe of
Nonconformity can wrestle with the lion’s carcase.
Under the heading of “ News Notes,” we are in-
formed that “ Mr. George Sampson, who writes the
brilliant [blessed word] article, finds much that is
good in the sombre German’s philosophy.” O
thanks! But beware; do not let this outburst of
approval take too great a hold upon you. “ For our-
selves, we subscribe to very little of the Nietzschean
gospel.” That is true blue; and so, once again,
thanks ! Therefore, reader, you who con the pages
of the Freethinker, approach the brilliant artiole
after leaving your sandals on the doorstep of the
temple where wine and roses are not, and where
more sins shall be invented in five minutes than a
year of fasting and prayer will remove.

Nay, good friend, thou shalt not enter this temple
until thou hast had more of this cold douche to cool
thine ardor for the brilliant article. The writer of
“ News Notes ” will see to all that. He says, “ The
humanising influence of Elia, one of the gentlest and
weakest of men, has been, and will be, of more potent
service to civilisation than the passing influence of a
Bismarck. The real gods walk among ns like men—
they can afford to do so. And, after ail, Christ con-
quered more of the world by dying for it than any
bullying superman ever has done by fire and slaugh-
ter.” So there yon are; as Bottom says, you will
see, it will all come pat.

It was an unfortunate reference to make to the
name of Bismarok. His name is not merely a
military symbol—we wish it were; but, on taking a
rapid snrvey of all that religion fights for, we are
compelled to admit that the jack-boot sounds round
the Blasphemy Laws, it is heard in the whisperings
that so and so is an Atheist, and it positively thumps
in the vicinity of Christian charity. Lot no
Christian speak of Bismarok whilst the rattle of the
rifle is heard round Ferrer’s ghost.
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We have hardly the patience, at this time of day,
to comment upon the reference to Christ oonquering
more of the world by dying for it. The world at
present is in disorder; and Christians insult their
Christ by bringing his name in any so-called victory.
Brazen, brazen are their faces, and they should make
room for men of action to get matters settled as
speedily as possible—and take the advice of Free-
thinkers— carry their Christ from the market-place,
so that we may at least respect them, and teach
them how to protect one of their gods.

So much, gentle reader, for the chastening advice
of the “ News Notes.” Tarry awhile, be not impa-
tient, we are approaching the brilliant article:
“ Nietzsche is the Mesopotamia of the moment—the
‘blessed word’ that symbolises our moral indigna-
tion.” If by our moral indignation the writer means
the holy spleen of those nourished on the yeasty
rubbish supplied by half-baked journalists, we say
amen ! On the other hand, if he means thinkers who
do nob require a portrait gallery with their intellec-
tual sustenance, then we say, the name of Nietzsche
symbolises nothing of the kind. We are nob anxious
to find a scapegoat, and our search is fruitless in the
pages of the poet philosopher—so we laugh. Yea,
it shall be golden laughter; for a dreary creed of
dead saints fades into nothingness at the coming of
Nietzsche. Hear him, ye heirs of freedom, ye in-
heritors of the treasures of boundless Shelley, of the
fiery Byron, and of that singer of intellectual liberty,
Swinburne—*“ For once more will | go into men:
amongst them will my sun set; in dying will | give
them my choicest gift! From the sun did | learn
this, when it goath down, the exuberant one : gold
doth in it pour into the sea, out of inexhaustible
riches—so that the poorest fisherman roweth even
with golden oars ! ”

If one can read that without a glow of enthusiasm
he is indeed lest to the beauty of language and the
richness of an idea; in other words, the writer of it
becomes the Mesopotamia of the moment, and the
object of moral indignation, that peculiar product of
Christian humility. In this quotation we cannot
resist the inclination to compare the Pagan idea with
that of the Christian. Sun worship and blood wor-
ship—Apollo or Christ. Having little or no interest
in Christ, Nietzsche’s sympathies were bound to rest
with Apollo, for great poets and great philosophers
do not weep near the cross, nor are they prepared to
make monetary profit out of a man’s agony. Once
again, let us protect Christ from his followers or
parasites. What is a parasite? Nietzsche Bhall
reply : “ Still more repugnant to me, however, are all
liokspittles ; and the most repugnant animal of man
that | found, did | ohristen ‘ parasite ' ; it would not
love, and would yet live by love.”

In the article under consideration, it is delightful
to note the Janus attitude of the writer. He says,
whilst exonerating Nietzsche, “ We shall find that
this supposed apologist for ‘frightfulness’ was, in
fact, a sickly, old-maidish, classical soholar, torturing
himself into chronic headache and insomnia by the
misuse of his half-blind eyes, until paralysis, the
punishment of suoh excesses, struck him down and
left him to expire, like Swift, a driveller and a
show.” True blue again ; yea, true to type are they
who can afford the luxury of one man dying to save
their precious souls, which, in many oases are not
worth damning. Nietzsche was old-maidish,Nietzsobe
apparently enjoyed the experience of torturing him-
self, Nietzsche expired a driveller; yet, my dietraoted
readers, in the writer's own words, “ Nietzsche, it
may he said at once, is the most dangerous foe that
Christianity has had to face in these latter days.”
Take your choice. If old maids are dangerous to
Christianity, then Christianity is in a bad way. If
drivellers are also dangerous, then Christianity is in
a worse condition than we suspected; but as all this
domestio matter about Nietzsche is dished up to
make a review, then let the friends of decency speak
out.

No one who is a searcher for truth, in this short
life of ours, is interested in the details of an artist's
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leave all that to the Panl ~»
TMe N

life; they will
history—to reviewers or bookmakers.
whatever gods maybe for the pure gold tbat88 <
us in the form of Nietz3ohe's works, and, w3 “ fi
shall bark at a dead lion, we shall smile-_ N
of gold explains many things. As if to
readers of the article were unable to
Nietzsche expiring to the sound of a soratob!B)y
there is a reproduction of him on his ;
Peeping Tom shall have his fill. If the cm3 jji
his curiosity cannot Kill the spirit of NiEtzsc
shall they show him passing away. So

good taste in the Augean stables of liberator =
the gods walk among us like men—they ea

to do so. Thanks, and again thanks; ~0 "~

we know of one superman who wears braces» s
his trousers up, and he has been seen
“Nuts in May” with little children”
shortly, to publish a photograph of a revise® "jji
to walk graoefuldy, with bare feet, on the~t""
hedgehog, to be entitled, “ Nietzsche betas

for Christians.” ChbistophEB

The Bantam Breed.

(Dedicated to our new Bantam 3a ttali®es)

An aged Bantam, undismayed
By Death’s impending stroke—

Whose heart no phantom fear obeyed
Whose spirit nothing broke—

This counsel gave his grandson, who
Had yet his spurs to grow :

“ Whenever Fate treads hard on yoll<
Just cock your tail and crow."” n

While thus the grandsire spake, there
Grim pictures through his brain,
Realities of yore, that told
Of hate, and love, and pain; J
Of tortured hours, false friends, and
The thousand forms of woe—
The tests that on a bantam call
To cook his tail and crow. n

“ Give ear, young fledgling, while I ve

And strength wherewith to tell
The way to make your life sublime.

And instantly expel .t
All craven dread, all trembling d°u 1
All shrinking from the foe : -j

With comb erect, and chest thrown
Just cock your tail and crow.

“ Be bold in danger, fierce in fight >
Keep sovereign self-control t , .j,jt,

When Hope succumbs to Hatreds °
Or Envy takes its toll. t n

Let every stroke from Fortune’s Ia&S
Leave you in status quo, ,

And when your world seems gone »
Just cock your tail and crow.

“ Yes, yes, | know I'm weak and 3
In body, but that's all;

In spirit I'm uncongnered still.
And shall be, while I crawl.

When | collapse, don’t help me r=3"’
But watch me while | show

The way a dying bantam tries

To cock his tail and crow. f ge>
“ For shame ! soft chick, don't ct7
For every maudlin tear ,ht to»0

Puts faintness where there ougb“
A soul devoid of fear.

Be calm, | say, esteem the debt
To ancestors you owe ;

In trouble, yon must ne'er forg®"
To cock your tail and crow.”

The dying bantam's glassy gaz9
Foretells the coming swoon ;

A quiver through his body play3
And stillness follows soon—

As though his gallant hoart
But ere his life outflows,

By one prodigious effort, first /
He cocks his tail and crows
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troently SOOI and sturdy supporter of the Freethinker,
ac’tBparf s t °°Py  Hhs paper to the Dean of Manchester,
ledoe! tv, letf a leMer- The Dean courteously acknow-
"the aDre rec®Pt_oi both, and admitted that he felt deeply
teligio™? ren' “allure, not indeed of Jesus Christ and his
ttios at h @B~ *hink, of the Christian Churches or insti-
Il apolo2v j6 Presont time.” This is a very common form
ot at « b 18 4u*to fallacious. It really evades the
¢ntriea gSSne' . 'Ot ns  suppose, for instance, that the
ot PofesKDpaSed in the present War were Mohammedan,

the filk6. sorfiG other religion.  Would not the Dean
e’ proofs f I'0'13* out that the state of these countries
t'Sion tMf, °£ N0 failure of Mohammedanism—or whatever
“nstiang N.floessefl ?  This really is the argument that
foment ,frs. consfantly using. It has been their stock

G ‘when Turkey for years. And if it is of any
dually vai;sa i*e”™ oon-Christian countries, it must be
Ohethand h applied to Christian ones. If, on the

eplained in t &Prssenf state of European nations is to be

°Lother con f*. 1118 °f social forces, why not the phenomena

°a Oe sidell1188 as v;cH? In that case we leave religion

Native nr _as.a factor of hardly any importance, either
C poaithnve

Bi, &
inches it £a™er °f fact, the failure of the Christian
td,gion.” the failure of “ Jesus Christ and his
Roanised  alini & cau It be? These Churches are the
their claim th t*tv rePresentatives of that religion ; it
«thers™
s® 6 of all*w6” or Degatively ineffective, what, in the
6ars Christ -- 'S-xeasouable>is this but the failure of
the world religion?” That religion camo to
oh ' @bviond O IErangorate a reitm of peace and brother-
e hes a f' y- rt has failed to do this. And with the
at each .u6’ the Christian nations of Europe
ifailure of ru 8 throats, if these things do not mark
Pk W s

' kineS 0ld8 good, whether of religions or patent

ifg”~tion™3 c* Norwich, writing in that deeply religions
of tpe atfy Mail, says, “ If God himself chose

to fn,rross. to accomplish his work, shall not

th« et Christ a; VV 71'8 fcotsteps ?” It is an open question
hishogg r °n . Gross>but there can be no doubt

. uve on it.

**S@Chri
a question that Bishop

' Biafion ,/? the Daily Mail recently, and, of
‘& S baa noticed Btbat “as n°t done so. Doubt-
*y Promptitude af Salary reached 103 N0

M ivAJer haf : tB Christian preachers arel The jRev.

tOH  Christian®1l: ted'n” the readers of the Daily
1“6 cr.noi8xi0  liberty and progress “ have resulted
Xtkih nD8"” The Uantes and Miltons, of Livingstones

atty Wontri 8° men were not crucified, although the
"der Has a ErR i, .ave fiked to kill Milton, and Joseph

‘Ui of n Mker.  As foF “ IPantes,” was Krnfchnr
the hero of “ Monte-Cristo” ?

at 1 NiUire Ben

S ’'» * constaeti® °t,ler hot-headed religionists who
6 that the r~- ~ at the Germans are Atheists,

C\' cUtn ailnual vai8er's Government is spending the
fiCc *" in fS d&mt,Of/75,000 for the propagation
ANons jnj7.h. ands>including the np-keep of

jj eJiing, Shanghai, Teheran, and other

can j,

oftha/nJ',F' Horton, of Hampstead, for

1 Thu8 in, Ular Tnality that comes very near

0°{ kefi h L I n
1, ®O0n," he ieceut ieoture on uTijg Intellectual

»hj'htellio.@world thn?  °t any first-class intellect in the
a@nuot i G that dno d°6Sn°t know God, perhaps because
amt.cla°a3,no* know God is crippled, cramped,

Ostiacidm,ton’'8 style, and, truly, a man who

JFMg, tMit] Itatn°tta)!K - m human society those who did
he uanil8 Capabl® of anything. We sup-

AN ]S Wanp>*wiu Q@8 Clting Shelley, or Swinburne,
a8lUa, @®Dr, jj r Spencer, or Hnxley, as first-class
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" herefore, they are disqualified. He
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would probably regard Billy Sunday, or General Booth, or
Harold Begbie as their superiors. Curiously, Dr. Horton cites
Kant as a first-class intellect that knew God. But Kant
showed that, by every possible rale of reason, we did not
know God, and could not know God. To the world of
“ pure reason” God did not exist. He recreated him in
the world of “ practical reason ”—a kind of ethical bogey
to soothe old women and scarify potential criminals.

The secularisation of religion goes on apace, but Free-
thinkers will learn with some surprise how complete it is in
some quarters. In an interview with Mr. A. K. Yapp,
secretary of the General Council of the Young Men's Chris-
tian Association, published in the Daily Chronicle, he refers
to the refreshment huts provided by that organisation for
the use of soldiers. He adds: “ Among the Indian troops
we are doing a very successful work—entirely on social
lines. We do not touch religion at all in this connection.”

Thirty soldiers in camp at Romford advertised for a
parrot, for use as a pet. Wo hope they get one which does
not use naughty swear words.

Some of the clergy are advocating the use of prayer as a
preventive against bullets on the battlefield. They might as
well try to tempt an earthquake with a penny ban.

The churches in the City of London were supposed to be
the worst attended in England, but their record has been
beaten. Canon Boyd, Rector of Cliffe, Kent, says that on
his first appearance at that place there were three officiating
ministers and only one person in the congregation.

A writer in T. P.'s Weekly has been girding at alien books.
The most widely circulated alien book is the Bible, and it is
the most mischievous.

Freethought papers criticised the theological opinions of
the German Kaiser a quarter of a century ago, but orthodox
papers have only recently ventured to pluck up sufficient
courage for the purpose. And, curiously, one of the critics
is our humorous contemporary, London Opinion, who hits off
cleverly the Kaiser's fondness for religious speech in a
cartoon, headed “ The Kaiser's Ally Kicks,” with the word-
ing: “ Satan (to Kaiser): 1Stop calling me God. | detest
the word.””

Mr. Eden Phillpotts, the well-known novelist, recently
presented a stick, which had belonged to Blackmore, the
author of Lorna Doone, to be sold for the benefit of the
British Red Cross Fund. The stick was returned with
the intimation that it had “ no commercial value.” If
it had been a toenail of one of the twelve disciples, or
a portion of the crown of thorns, the fund might have
anticipated a permanent income.

The Bishop of Zanzibar became famous as a merciless
critic of the Scheme of Federation in the resolutions adopted
at the Kikuyu Conference of African missionaries held nearly
two years ago. He then figured as a champion of Anglican
orthodoxy and exclusiveness. He violently denounced the
Bishop of Uganda for having partaken of the Lord’s Sapper
in company with representatives of Nonconformity; and
many remember the terrible storm to which his outbursts
of denunciation gave rise throughout the Church at home.
After a short interval of rest, he has returned to the war-
path once more. In the Church Times recently, his lord-
ship declares that “ from this day forward there is no
Communion in Sacred Things between Ourselves and the
Right Reverend John, Lord Bishop of Hereford, nor between
Ourselves and any priest within his jurisdiction who shall
make known his approval of the false doctrines now officially
authorised within the Diocese of Hereford.”

What has the Bishop of Hereford done to deserve this
drastic excommunication ? He has simply preferred to a
canonry in his Cathedral a priest who does not quite come
up to the standard of orthodoxy laid down by “ Frank
Zanzibar.” The Church Times informs ns that Dr. Weston
does his duty in thus judging a fellow-Bishop, but admits
that the judgment, of course, is not final. Dr. Percival
has the satisfaction of knowing that if he repents and
turns over a new loaf, he will be restored into “ Com-
munion in Sacred Things” with his infallible brother of
Zanzibar. Behold, how fervently the Lord’s servants love
one another |
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The newspapers say that the Pope has ordered his tomb.
His Holiness had better order another for the Christian
religion.

“ Banning of spirits ” read a newspaper poster this week.
What a pity it did not refer to ghosts, for the clergy would
soon find themselves unemployed.

It is neither polite nor truthful of the Dean of St. Paul's
to assert that “ many scientific men deceive themselves when
they say they want no philosophy, and that they are content
with what they can verify scientifically and inductively.”
The reverend gentleman’s ignorance of scientific men dis-
qualifies him for making such a statement. Modern scientists
do not admit the existence of the unknowable. To them
Nature is knowable, and they seek to know her by observing
and experimenting upon her processes. The unknowable is
merely a philosophical hypothesis, the verification of which
is absolutely impossible. There is no such thing as philo-
sophical knotvledge, and this is why scientists, as such, want
no philosophy. Their search is for facts, though having dis-
covered them, they may found a philosophy upon them.

“ Do young men go to church ?” A provincial periodical
asks the question. Some of them do, Mr. Editor, but more
wait outside for the girls to come out.

“ Three Weeks in Champagne ” was a headline in a daily
paper. This looks as if someone had been attempting to
lower the vinous records of Lot and Noah.

According to Prebendary Webster, Bector of All Souls’,
London, the War has converted our soldiers into shining
saints. They kneel in prayer on the battle-line, though
some of them never prayed in days of peace at home,
“and some, indeed, are so conscious of the presence of
God that they are afraid to return to England—afraid
to face the apathy and the ungodliness of the homes they
left behind.” More than that, they “ are listening to God'’s
call and obeying it,” by killing as many of his German chil-
dren as they possibly can. What arrant nonsense these men
of God do talk 1 Our only comfort is that even those who are
foolish enough to listen to them seldom take them seriously.

The clergy are agitating themselves over the suggestion
that no alcohol should be consumed until the end of the
War. Communion services will b8 less popular if temper-
ance drinks are substituted. Just imagine a Scotch elder
confronted with a dose of lemon-squash !

The average liar who lolls on his cushion at church on
Sunday, and confesses himself a miserable sinner, would
start a libel action if called one on a weekday.

It is useless, says Canon Carnegie, for Christians “ to talk
now of love and peace and forgiveness.” But surely not
more useless now than on other occasions. So far as we
have observed, it always is useless for Christians to prattle
these amiable commonplaces. Christian love is at best a
very doubtful quantity, and in talking about it Christians
are apt to lose sight of another very important element—
justice. In social life, philanthropy and vague talk about
brotherhood serves mainly to gloss over the many injustices
perpetrated, and to make those just bearable that would
otherwise be intolerable. What society really needs is intel-
ligence, and a keen sense of justice. Given these, and we
might give love and peace and forgiveness—as represented
by Christian preaching—a lengthy holiday.

A clergyman pleads in the Agony Column of the Times
for prayers and gifts from the public to assist him in hiB
parish work. Presumably, prayers without the cash would
not meet the difficulty. .

Dr. Byle, the Dean of Westminster, preaching at West-
minster Abbey, said “ Germany was materialistic to the
backbone,” and added that at a German University, where
he studied, “ outside the Catholics, there was not a single
professor who believed in God orman’s survival after death.”
Perhaps the married professors were more religious.

Eev. J. H. Jowett, late of this country, but now of tho
United States, has joined in the request of a number of New
York ministers to Billy Sunday to visit that city for a series
of meetings. Dr. Jowett is generally put forward as a cultured
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preacher, but this move certainly does not reflect
credit on the English preacher. Sunday has the Mo
of a costermonger, the rapacity of a shady financier, a»
literary honesty of a professional plagiarist. For wee*5"
the New York Truthseeker has been printing passage
passage from Ingersoll's writings which Sunday b® ~
putting forward as his own. And this wholesale the ~»
been accompanied by denunciations of Ingersoll j
other Freethinkers. The great American Freetbﬁ) =\
not the only one who is pilfered from in this way

is, that whenever one finds Sunday using a reSP
sentence, one may be prettv sure it is stolen from o
Curiously, the Christian World cites as one of kntp3
epigrams, “ Against stupidity even the gods are

That is at least as old as Aristophanes. The 6
World really ought to have known better than »
credited Sunday with that. _

_jJ

Referring to clerical outbursts on tho War, the («

‘we are not in the mood to have texts hurled at ns, jjil

who seem to us no better than ourselves.” It , jiti,
the editor of the Times had been reading the police
. . . . t

In a leading article in the Times on proackers a s#f

tide, that famous journal discusses the
the Christian doctrine of loving our enemies. It
significant that the article is headed, “ A Fond Imp°s3

Mr. Horatio Bottomley, writing in the Sunday | *" je
says “ If man would pierce the shrouded purpose iet

Ifinite he must go by way of Calvary.” Some, g
like the bishops and leading Free Church miniatel >
to take the journey in their motors.

We have not recorded lately the money left bobm«
by clergymen recently defunct, but that is not becao" it
has been nothing to record. Here are two or flgjji;
instance:—Rev. T. W. Church, of Kidderminster, jjii>
Rev. A. N. Bates, of Leicester, (017,000; Rev. F.
of Bainton, Yorks, (08 239 ; Rev. W. Y. Faussett, of
.012,861. Nothing very colossal, but far more
workers in really useful movements are able to loa

jiiil

The German mind, says Rev. Dr. Lyttelton, -
Eton, “ is a national mind in revolt from Christian'
are tempted to reply that Dr. Lyttelton's mind IS gt
revolt from common sense. There is, of course, a
of Freethought in Germany, as in every other il
country, but tho overwhelming majority of tDe F L.
religious, and Christian. One of the sickening ’e9
the Kaiser's utterances during the War has been
appeals to religious feeling and religious belie!
though one were to make the quite unjustifiable
that these sentiments were insincere, the fact of n
made is proof of the religious feelings of those to
are directed. The truth of the matter is, that 00] 3 C]'
who have been narcotised by religion for geueT& ,
have been misled as the Gorman people appear 90 g[
It is simply inconceivable, that were the peOP!® ™ ifl
predominantly Freethinking, that they would
position they are in to-day.__ /

What the Northampton Herald calls “ a cur °’\%«¢p
occurred in connection with the restoration Of *07
St. Giles’ Church. The Vicar proposed a resol®™
ing Almighty God for tho successful restoration0." jw
Councillor John Wood thereupon very rightly n

resolution seemed out of place when they could jsry
Almighty a copy, nor tho Council get a repl
many other Councillors felt the same way, as ™ Lgofll

was finally placed on the minntes without being

Rev. James Edward Hands, who was reoerﬁ%{jﬁs "~
Bow-street magistrate on the charge that som®,
by him were used for improper purposes, hard1 bres[$
caso by appealing against the decision. g nfia
heard at . the Londan Sessions on Aprll 1«
The é'halFman in |smrssrng e app@)‘ "
the justices have expressed their regret a»
aider the inadequacy of the sentence.”

To those who thoroughly examine the I*1
times, it is evident that historians are priV rS Ju
lend their pens to popular beliefs, exactly 1
newspapers of the day express nothing bn
of their readers.—Balzac.
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NOTICE.

The business oi the
IFreethinker” and of The Pioheek Peess

0{ 2 Newoastle-st., has been trans err

6] Fakr

ingdon Street, E.C.

London,

To Correspondents.

%i? X

onorarium F ynd, !L@ig

_aH 'Rece"’%‘e&?%d\"éfﬁ&b =
Vfévlwaly acknowledged E21 5s. > - Hepworth and
*H. T E Kirt 5 anCc: P- 0.

é—u%ra% We IsonlOsS Per Mu» 7
astany, 2s. 6d. , We have an
=iowa.-We saw the article to which you re the right
e&that it is part of a deliberate policy, 1
flent arrives may write very definite y hand, and
YT NVERALT oPRS R B ehickhes t U stiu retain
ionradmiration for this paper. . whichwe

' #Thibk—(l) There are some letters w e tvpe to yours.

N “bored,? hut they must be of adl € ttersyfrom readers
J Me always interested in well-writt it and In
W e something to say and know how toNsay”™, pQecm

- Urcaseboth qualifications apply- - reoaR your par-
g®*“8«a very good one. (31'We  not recall
ndul ditfi

p** ine portrait;. hut as | is an en
rgbu] g)/(lst%n?e 41 Arg a Hgt
n' | It appears to LB

e e,P Freethosij_g t? b
] r effactivel Aftef all, cannot
°Be tan arf'ﬁg géh‘ig y fﬁgere are many ways in which
@Hs10j, Valco a cause one believes in. and to do whatevei

«Kiblan  a®%’athe only sensible and profitable plan,
ns,..\wé are afraid that the War ins ~ '“~plahdng-
eadhr desthebbéstthfbrecald 0Addr the circumstance.

{1 v 1after all, the War cannot last for ever.

has been pointed out scores of times

>m0n ever refuse to t te0 g}?ir?r?t as be wa advisgd
4 N a rlght to do When this was not permiUe”®, »
R 8 e S KB kLB strliFRy'e arose:
Al-é{g,ﬁ 8‘5 1ks far |gtiier and various enclosures. Th(
0a does Rothing BONG” 15 aiduitiouted to Gardyle

S AS it vkd@w of any cheap editions of Voltaire in English
i 16 Galice, which was-published a few years ago a
S - 63 There kas been nothing like a complete trans

iBce tbe eighteenth century. We are obliged to you ¢,
*Q,Clrculatlng the paper. .

Sqfw 18 HEQF of *he death of Mr. Moffat. Prot

(> iI V\a, , rigbt, that the long cycle-ride from Scotland t
i, °khon» ,00 much for a man of his ago. At seventy, eve:

, "M a» Ee, Perfectly well, it is wise to be cautious. Still
presentljtbable performance, and Mr. Moffat appears t

If i°t- Bor,.R ®ne combination of both physical and ments

u'atber c her Matter, see “ Sugar Plums.”

> C ;7 Bee" Sugar riuma.”

OSe4! but w right so far as the official visit was cor
noex 6 Relieve there was an earlier, and unofficial

hp ginHU e.a"\ree what you say ; but the preacl:
ea” another life and of the watchful care of
of essof er has been a very effective bar to the watcl

i.b teal glOiv ?v@Fhia legitimate interests, and to the makin
V*@&E™Wh 0 life ou earth*
w ~ote, 0/ ™ ea™h shouldn’'t you make yourself known
—vt 4y °ther Fieelhought speaker whose meetiij
'ﬁ?%ﬂb&oﬁpﬁﬁkﬁ ganmRl S° Monfiny roond thieadien
"Mke Ras’n whatp , ° wou'4 like to speak with him, but the
*<3luciself knownl 11 be should not come forward ar
,araayour v: n' We aro very glad to learn that yo
1Y r Piteethougkt’ tbat y°ur son bids fair to do usef

wiftdng slang)

Hritint,

—Pleased to hear from a Frr
e ) of the engagement between
tosUa Bhips. The “ act of Providence” isv

®CIKTV r
* Gijutid, office is at G2 Farringdon-stre

thy
o* oodcea nf
Myial"R™ ~ ati’nal Secular Society in connecti
Es> °ngnot- teased ? 3T 003 are required, all communicatio

B8 *» th N Russible 8eCretary Mias E- M’ Van0Oe' g'VL
7Edon.&; 4°r of the Freethinker should bo addressed

" liOnaon. E.C.
wk! €aOBdavelEoh# 1 Earringdon-street, London, E.(
Nkingb? Bend u35’ °r they will not be inserted.
6 Basaar,eJ'éw8Papers would enhance the favor
Owhich they wish us to call attention
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Orders for literature should be sent to the Shop Manager of the

Pioneer Press, Gl Farringdon-street, London, E.O., and not to
the Editor.

The Freethinker will be forwarded direct from the publishing

office to any part of the world, post free, at the following
rates, prepaid :—One year, 10a. 6d.; half year, 5s. 3d. ; three
months 2s. 8d.

Sugar Plums.

Several of our readers have written concerning unacknow-
ledged subscriptions to the Honorarium Fund. We have
explained the situation before, but we must repeat this
in order to prevent possible misapprehensions. Since the
beginning of Mr. Foote’s illness, the editorial responsibility
for the paper has rested with Mr. Cohen. To avoid further
delay, he adopted the plan of acknowledging all contributions
to the Honorarium Fund from a given date—March 15. Since
that date—all contributions received have been duly acknow-
ledged, week by week, and paid over to Mr. Foote. Contri-
butions sent before March 15 must wait for acknowledgement
until Mr. Foote is able to return to the office, when a full list
from January 1 will be published. We hope this explanation
will make the position clear to those who subscribed to the
fund early in the year, as well as to others.

Our readers will, we are sure, be glad to see Mr. Walter
Mann’s pen busy again in these columns. It is some months
since he wrote his last Freethinker article, but this long
silence has not been due to any fault of his own or to a
weakening of interest in Freethought. Since the outbreak
of the War, Mr. Mann has been very busy in other directions,
and has had little or no time for literary labors. With a
little more leisure before him he returns to his Freethought
work. He tells us that he would rather write for the
Freethinker than for any other paper in the world. We
appreciate the compliment; so we feel certain will our
readers. It is one of the pleasantest aspects of onr work to
observe the extent to which the Freethinker grips the
personal interest of both contributors and subscribers.

Whit-Sunday will soon be here, and with it the Annual
Conference of the National Secular Society. This year, for
reasons given in this column two or three weeks ago, it has
been decided to hold the Conference in London, and the
Queen's (Minor) Hall has been secured for this purpose.
Both the business meetings (morning and afternoon) and the
public meeting (evening) will be held in the same hall, which
is easily reached from all parts of London. We hope Branches
of the N.S. S. will bear in mind that all motions for the
Conference Agenda should reach the Secretary not later than
April 23. Arrangements are also in hand for a Conference
luncheon, but this can only be done satisfactorily if visitors
and delegates will acquaint the N.S. S. Secretary in good
time. The earlier the better.

This year’'s Conference occurs at rather a critical period
in the history of the N. S. S. and of the English Freethought
movement generally. For that reason we hope that there
will be a good attendance of members and delegates. Every
Branch in the United Kingdom should make an effort to send
at least one delegate—and we hope that most will send more
than one. It is practically the only opportunity that Free-
thinkers from different parts of the country have of meeting
each other, and there is nothing like personal intercourse for
keeping alive the consciousness of a common interest in a
great cause.

We regret to hear, just as we are on the point of closing
these columns, of the death of Emma Bradlangh, the
youngest and sole surviving sister of Charles Bradlaugh.
She died on Thursday, April 1, at the age of seventy-six.

The Annual Meeting of the South Shields Branch is
arranged to take place to-day (April 18) at 34 James Mather-
terraco (off Ocean-road, facing the Conncil Schools). A
larger district meeting had been planned, in the form of a
local conference or symposium of Tyneside Freethinkers
upon the question of the organisation and prospects of the
party, but a postponement is unavoidable. All the same,
any member of the N.S.S. or other well-wisher of the
movement will bo weleomo at this gathering. Wo aro
pleased to see that tho Tyneside Freethinkers aro alive to
the necessity of energetic propaganda, and hopo that moro
will be heard on the matter.
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An Easy Way to Convert Freethinkers.

“ Priestcraft has shown itself so ingenious in inventing
fictitious death-beds and dying words for great freethinkers
—Voltaire, Thomas Paine, and others...... Even were such
inventions true, even were any of the alleged death-bed re-
cantations genuine, what would they amount to? So far as
the real man and his thought are concerned, they amount to
nothing. They would only mean that so long as he was
sound he was liberal, when unsound credulous. Freedom
got his health, dogma his disease. Stories of death-bed con-
versions, says Heine, belong to the department of pathology.
‘ After all, they only prove that it is impossible to convert the
freethinkers so long as they move about under God’s open
sky, in the enjoyment of their healthy senses, and in the full
possession of their reasoning faculty.” ”—Moscubk D. Conway,
Lessonsfor the Day (1908), p. 90.

* The theologians have insisted that crimes against men
were, and are, as nothing compared with crimes against God.
That, while kings and priests did nothing worse than to make
their fellows wretched, that so long as they only butchered
and burnt the innocent and helpless, God would maintain the
strictest neutrality—but when some honest man, some great
and tender soul, expressed a doubt as to the truth of the
scriptures, or prayed to the wrong God, or to the right one
by the wrong name, then the real God leaped like a wounded
tiger upon his victim, and from his quivering flesh tore his
wretched soul...... All kinds of criminals, except infidels, meet
death with reasonable serenity. As a rule, there is nothing
in the death of a pirate to cast any discredit on his profes-
sion. The murderer upon the scaffold, with a priest on
either side, smilingly exhorts the multitude to meet him in
heaven. The man who has succeeded in making his home a
hell meets death without a quiver, provided he has never
expressed any doubts as to the divinity of Christ or the
eternal ‘ procession’ of the Holy Ghost.'—Colonel R. G.
Ingebsol1, Oration on Voltaire (1892), pp. 23-24.

The average Christian, brought up from childhood
to believe in God and a future life, has had these
beliefs so insistently drilled into him that they have
become part of the texture of his thought. He can-
not believe that anyone can doubt of these things
unless out of mere bravado, or unless he wishes to
lead an immoral life.

In fact, most Christians believe that the idea of
God is innate—that is, born in them—because they
cannot remember the time when they did not hold
it. It is this frame of mind that has given rise to
all the fables about “ infidel deathbeds.” Most
people, as Mr. Bernard Shaw truly remarked, believe
in God because they are afraid that he would strike
them dead if they did not; and they attribute the
same belief to the Atheist. They cannot believe
that the Atheist, when at last brought face to faoe
with death, can retain the bravado by which he
defied the Almighty during his health and strength.
That he must quail at the idea of entering into the
presence of the stern Judge whose existence he
denied, but of whose existence, the Christian thinks,
he inwardly has no doubts.

They cannot understand that the Atheist has no
more belief in the existence of an almighty, all-
benevolent God than he has in the myths of Osiris
or Jupiter. As we have pointed out in previous
articles, the idea of God is not innate, and as a
matter of fact the majority of the world’s inhabitants
have no such belief.

However, the continuous exposure from the Secular
platform and press of the falsity of the death-bed
fables of Voltaire and Thomas Paine have discouraged
the production of this form of Christian “ frightfal-
ness.” The cries of terror—or cursing and blas-
phemies—are discreetly abandoned; they did good
work in their time, but by now they have acquired
“ an ancient and fish-like smell.” It is only olaimed
now, that in the last hours the unbeliever turned to
Jesus or became reconciled to the Church.

The latest victim of this itch for converting oppo-
nents into supporters is the late George Gissing, the
novelist; but, fortunately, his lifelong friend and
fellow-novelist, Mr. Morley Roberts, has exposed the
fraud and stated the true facts of the case in his Life
of George Gissing, published under the title of The
Private Life of Henry Maitland, to avoid giving offence
to Gissing’s friends and relatives. Even the names
of Gissing’s friends are disguised in this book; for
instance, his friend Mr. H. G. Wells, the author,
appears under the title of Mr. Rivera.
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George Gissing died on December 28, 1988,

Christophe (at the foot of the Pyrenees, nQir day
Bayonne), where ha was then residing. »SY
was he dead than “ some theologioal buzzard3 -
Mr. Morley Roberts, “ dropped out of the szy »
Maitland’s [Gissing’s] corpse.”* Shortly
faneral, someone, says Mr. Roberts, N
“ sent me a paragraph published in a relisjjj 1 j
which claimed Maitland as a disciple of the Cb =
it said that he had died ' in the fear of God'sbof
and with the comfort and strength of the Catboi
When some men die there are for ever crows &
tures about. Although | was very loath to say™ p
which would raise an angry discussion, | f& bGgj!-
could not be passed by, and that he would ~ g,
wished it to be passed by. Had he not WI
certain character in one of his books ‘that if,
be buried as a son of the Church, to which be 1L
belonged, was a matter of indignation’? 9.ua
felt as | did is proved by a letter 1 got from a
Edmund Roden, who wrote me: ‘' You bav®
report that the ecclesiastical buzzards have P°
Henry Maitland in articulo mortis and dragged

it

the fold.’ Itd
“ My own views upon religion did not matt® -
were stronger and more pronounced, and 't jp#k(

more atheistical than his own. Nevertbele8 -gj#
what he felt about these things, and in QJjjof f
wrote the following letter to the Editor of
which had claimed him for the Church : dll3m]
has been drawn to a statement in your co*
Henry Maitland died in communion with tb®~” pa—
England, and | shall bo much obliged if yoU
this contradiction the same publicity you gl®?'
out investigation, to the calumny. | was
Maitland for thirty years, and had every opP®* di\sL.
noting his attitude towards all theological sP Jaaj'\
He not only accepted none of the dogmas
the creeds and articles of the Church of , °{dfjiiliJ
he considered it impossible that any Church8 ~ g
of the undefinable could have any signifiesO®
intelligent man. During the whole of our loDn ~ f
I never knew him to waver from that PolD.riB g
What communication may have reached yoU j jof(
one who visited Maitland daring his illness
know. But | presume you do not n‘a,’hl&)ogﬁl'
change in his theological standpoint can
inferred from any words which he may inl!
induced-10 gpék«in--a gendition--in--which, ~ "e(
the law-of every—<ivilised eewntry, he—woll
incompetent to sign a codicil to his will. b%g)
to draw such a deduction will seem dishones |
fair-minded man; and | rely upon your caO\N\,
publish this vindication of the memory 0 $ tfi
and consistent thinker which you have, bo”
tentionally aspersed.’ o L j
“ Of course, this letter was refused pubh®a*#B*iL
Editor answered it in a note in which be
the position that the paper had taken up, 8 .godf .
he was thoroughly satisfied with the s°/vpat
information. Naturally enough, | knew o~
sources were, and | wrote a letter in f ° etjl
chaplain of St. Pee, which, | fear, was full 0
insults ” (pp. 284-5-6).
Mr. Morley Roberts was Gissing'’s earlie6"® ?
timate friend. The acquaintance form®" fL ofl
College, Manchester, was continued io F” cOi

catastrophe which ended his college ?arefoj. bI8f.(
off from society, and laid the foundation /\jjeteft
usually chequered and unhappy career, N
Mr. Roberts is in the very best position to
authoritative statement as to Gissing0 ,
religion, and he emphatically declares : N
“ Truly speaking, he had no religioO---
whuranored) i inveigle HibAmty\/aldiseuss*o OV f, {B
ment upon any metaphysical subject, bo Nd0Ss' f
uneasy. Ho declined to argue, or even to Nji

though | know that in later life he admit* ~jof!9ftl
immortality was possible, | defy anyono to .g, w

of evidence to show that he ever wont jipy*
attitude to all forms of religions and. ™ ejt
thought was very curious to me. It was, | 0&"

inexplicable, as | have an extreme pleasO* gjtty
tive inquiry of all kinds. The truth is tha gab ">
of his nature he was absolutely wanting- 410 f
interested him no more than music interes™”™.c”
man who cannot distinguish a shriek of a N

the sound of a violin. If | did try to OP -’

Morley Roberts, The Private Life of Henry



ABIL 18 1915

things, he listened with an air
atience which must have been o ,
re. Whether his philosophywas saa
not have it disturbed. His *eal
seemed to lie in his notion that it
delusion almost ineradicable from
There is a theory, very popular a h

anyone but a
n0* be would
,g teligiOn
curiOTs form of
human mind,
votarie9 Oi the
tbat anyone

creeds, which takes the form of deny S~ bnt
canreally be an atheist. This i ind whlch
it helps c;/ne to understand the t?\eologlca] mm

bas an imperative desire to lay hoi ag yjatland
an inclusive hypothesis to rest on. to have a
mpsconcerned, there was no more - . on0 about
hypothesis about Gad than there was to na interest
quaternions, and quaternions certain y e matters

him. He shrugged his shoulders and puti®”~esses
aside, for in many things he had non bis
nf humanity, though in others he bad more tna

Bate” (pp. 115-110). , .. 5

M. Roberts remarks one carious exception
atituoke of Gissing’s towards religion.

“The one hook that he did read, wbu-h 1 appa.
essentially a disturbing book to many p P .jest volume
rently read with some pleasure, was t - -ong thing
of Dr. Frazer's Golden Bough; buti 1 N pieaSed

bletwhat interested him, and indee (iComa9 of
h'm, was Frazer's side attacks upon " about
Christianity. He said: ‘The curious

Trazer's book is, that in illustrating 0U) bo
~sagea connected with tree-worship This
throws light upon every dogma of JVv Edmund
7 implication ; he never does so exp,, yQro0 Society,
Roden has just pointed this out to the 1 t onCe,

"Rh the odd result that Gladstone wrote at
resigningmembership(p. 121)-

cnofc knowwho the name Edmund R” @n

to * sa3poobit to he Mr. Edward -

Quetnmto Gissing’s pretended reoonolliat-um to t

ofed. Seeing his protest refused in the columns
he pious periodical in whiohthe slander pp ~
-Robertswrote to a London daily as fo

“ Aathe intimate friend of Henry Mait.and fort '7
ye«s, | hog to state definitely that he had not m
bightest intellectual sympathy with any cruo
@®&ei- From his early youth be had none, <ave for
reasons other than intellectual. He mchnedto a<

uehulous Positivism. His mental a i

Rth%olo%;al explanations was more ,ban
yaa ahs
—mutely indifferent. He could hardly understand

anyone in the full possession of his faculties could
j.Ncti06 to any formulated doctrines. No more than
Sgaregtue{rt Mill or.Herbert Spencer could ho have

,u,0 communion with any Church ” (p. 287).
|0H§"396\'K/??1c‘??(p\a ns that *his temporary Posi

fn hi aidgle
farold Edgewovﬁsfo%e?a{ng kim- %ﬁtgtentlori
\V et years, Mr. Roberta called Gissing

Obbe fact ,Jhrdina to the

“thathe had once dated hi3 'eUet®,£? disturbed and
vosvtivist Calendar he seemed a ' wben exposed
ahocked.  Still, it was very natural th  beoome a Posi-

t?Positivist infiuences, he should ha ° {a!th, if {alth.
Rean o Ao AE T ReeBsuh §R%s anlagelehid'

lecognition.  But when his ana stress had

calnB3r, and 80metbing of the storm. de had been
Passed|b¥ paeiho arr%l tQa bIS tQ recall it

adl@l%*re very much clearer - 0HbdR 4pisBHas
; N 'oberts, eays the author ~  German,

Sj’\ dT,iorf»»’ ?
SfoS"‘lﬁ o"né ourioas religious way.” This
ioiDnNu-'u,070”0 destitution, so that at last

"Vh"t Severn” 6 keep a oollie dog whioh he
& t7+i4B88alaF trioks. Gissing told M™r.

Tion c,Ise> and introduced him to the
« WARI™8 Gifrv  wBERD WAS Schuuudt— and, aiver
= hisa ewn "3 t “robeirfca feunRd a Rerme for the

U at'er Rb°Plo  He Prooeeds

»liuj'y’ and W3 18 Schmidt fell |nto even grimmer

ody cued fr the deepest gulf ome
V\k7aéb 02 in ;ﬁ;se ys t ﬂi‘ XIi\T

friditinNil OHff timo- Of this Maitland knew

Sivin,, a™ay> going down the Strand, he found
ay religious pamphlets at the door

THE FREETHINKER

251

of Exeter Hall. When he told me this, he said he went
next day to see the man in his single-room lodging, and
found him sitting at the table with several open Bibles
spread out before him. He explained that he was
making a commentary on the Bible at the instigation of
one of his new friends, and he added: ‘ Here, here, is
henceforth my life’s work.” Shortly after this, | believe
through Harold Edgeworth or someone else to whom
Maitland appealed, the poor German was given work in
some quasi-public institution, and, with better fare and
more ease, his brain recovered. He never mentioned
religion again. It was thus that Maitland himself re-
covered from similar but less serious influences in some-
what similar conditions. For some weeks in 1885, |
was myself exposed to such influences in Chicago, in
even bitterer conditions than those from which Schmidt
and Maitland had suffered, but not for one moment did
| alter my opinions ” (pp. 123-24).
Such is Christian charity. “ We give you this bread
in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
But we expect you to come and bend the knse in oar
tabernacle.”

Mr. Roberts got into communication with the
nurse who attended upon Gissing, and through her
with Mrs. Maitland, who state that on Monday,
December 21, the two doctors who held a consulta-
tion agreed that it was impossible for the patient to
live through the night, although in fact he did not
die till nearly a week later. On Thursday, the 24fch,
the English chaplain was called in, “ not for any
religious reasons, or because Maitland had called for
him, but simply because Therese thought that he
might find some pleasure in seeing an English faoe.”
Whioh he did.

“ At this moment the young doctor came in and told
the clergyman privately that Maitland had no chance
whatever, and that it was a wonder that he was still
alive. It is quite certain that there was no religious
conversation between the clergyman and the patient at
this time.”

The nurse arrived at eleven o’clock on Sunday morn-
ing. “ The clergyman simply peeped in at the door
to say good-bye, for at the time Mr. Rivers [Mr.
Wells] was in charge of the bedroom. The chaplain
did not see Maitland again until the day | myself
came to St. Christophe, when all was over” (pp.
288-9). Mr. Roberts concludes :—

“ The chaplain complicated matters in no small degree
before he retired from the scene, by declaring most dis-
ingenuously that he had not written the notice which
appeared in print. Now, this was perfectly true. He
did not write. He had asked a friend of his to do so.
When he learnt the truth, this friend very much regretted
having undertaken the task. | understand that though
the Editor refused to withdraw this statement, the
authorities of the paper wrote to the chaplain in no
pleased spirit after they had received my somewhat
severely phrased communication. It is a sad and dis-
agreeable subject, and | am glad to leave it” (pp.
289-90).

The reader must not forgpt that everywhere the
name of Maitland stands for Gissing in this artiole,
as in the book. As an admirer, of many years’
standing, of Gissing's work, this biography, apart
from the matter of this article, proved of absorbing
interest to me. In the light of this book, Gissing
stands forth as one of the moat pathetic figures of
our time. Misfortune dogged his footsteps from
beginning to end. As Mr. Morley Roberts remarks :
“ He who desired to be a Bantley or a Porson wrote
bitterly about the slums of Totfcenbam-eourt-road.
With Porson, he damned the nature of things, and
wrote beautifully about them.” It also explains the
fact— which many people complain of— that “ Almost
every sympathetic oharacter in all his best books
was for him like the starling in iha oage of Sterne—
the starling that cried, ‘ | oau’'t get out! | oan’'t get
out!”” This was just the condition in whioh Gissing
found himself all his life, largely—-it must b8 ad-
mitted through his own fan t, or, as Mr. Morley
Roberts puts it, through his own nature, whioh “ wa3
for ever thrusting him into positions to whioh he was
not equal. His disposition, nis very heredity, seemed
to have invited trouble.”

Our thanks are due to Mr. Morley Roberts for this
deeply interesting and valuable “ human dooument,”
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the lesson of which is, that the easiest way to
convert Freethinkers is to wait nntil they are dead.
Bat even then one has to be very careful.

W. Mann.

Religion and the Masses.

W hat is the attitude of the working-classes of
England and Wales towards religion? This ques-
tion is often debated by those who have some
interest in the matter, and answered more or less
to their own satisfaction, but conclusive evidence
is lacking.

Here is scope for acomprehensive inquiry on broad
lines. The inquiry should not be conducted by the
Churches; they have a bias in one direction. Dr.
Browne, the retiring Bishop of Bristol, informs us
that the masses are not alienated from the Church,
though the last Free Church Congress lamented the
failure of Christianity to reach the people. The
Roman Catholic Church avoids a definite statement,
but goes steadily on trying to reach the proletariat,
probably with more success than Anglicanism or
Nonconformity, but no certain conclusion can be
drawn from existing data.

Neither should the question be answered by the
protagonists of Freethonght. Whatever else they
may be able to do, the great controversialists are
not capable of estimating accurately and judging
correctly the feelings of the workers toward Chris-
tianity. The difficulties cf answering the question
are further aggravated by this—that the popular
regard has several aspects. Christianity itself:
modern expositions of it by the Churches, and the
paid exponents and avowed supporters of religion,
each strike the common mind with different sen-
sations. The average man is apt to judge causes
by effects, and as he watches the professional
religionist and regular church-goer, listens to what
they say, sees their actions, and deals with them
in secular affairs, so he will judge of their religion.
Consciously or unconsciously, the working-classes
believe one Biblical sentence, “ By their fruits shall
ye know them.” Is it possible to measure the pop-
ular estimate of the fruits put forth for their de-
lectation ?

So here is a field of inquiry open to anyone who
wants a big piece of research; an inquiry whioh has
never yet been fully made, but only touched upon in
a prefunotory manner.

Without placing too much reliance on figures,
statistics would be helpful in this quest. Three
sets of suoh are necessary, with the denominations
given separately:—

1. The avowed membership of all religious bodies.
2. The number of communicants per Sunday, and,
3. The Church attendance each Sunday. The two

latter should be averaged for twelve months,

Additional figures for Sunday-sohools, week-day
services, Bible-olasses, prayer-meetings, etc., would
be useful.

Had we these numbers aocurate and indisputable,
interesting comparisons might be drawn, and re-
searches into the hold of religion upon the populace
facilitated.

The available figures are interesting.

The number of Roman Catholics is estimated only,
varying from four millions to six and a half millions
for the British Isles. As there are over three millions
in Ireland, and nearly half a million in Scotland,
something over two millions seems a safe conclusion
for England and Wales.

That is six or seven per cent, of a population of
thirty-six millions. At Easter, 1912, the Church of
England had about two and a half million communi-
cants. To communioate at Easter is oompulsory,
according to the Prayer Book, so that may be taken
as the maximum number of Church-people. At other
times there is only a fraction of that total commu-
nicating.
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Two and a half millions is about seven per oert
of the people. The membership of NonconforOZ
bodies ranges from less than half a million &
of Wesleyan Methodists and Congregationalists Q@
to Disciples of Christ, two thousand. i

The total is somewhat over two millions, a« ,
six per cent, of the inhabitants of England 8
Wales. ja

Roman Catholics, Anglicans, and Dissenter3
gether total barely seven millions, hardly ,
per cent. The larger religious bodies in Eog
and Wales number a dozen, beside a host of s®a...
ones. Those people who cannot find a form of
tianity to satisfy themselves must be hard to ple™
and should stay away from worship altogether, &
majority do now. _

Perfectly oorrect statistics of membership» c%
municants, attendance at places of worship»
subsidiary organisations, have yet to be forthco® »
and till they are, no very definite conclusions caC
drawn. Various Year Books, and Reports of rehg »
bodies, give divergent figures, with frequently
discrepancies. There are some notable features a
the existing figures. One has already been stata ~
that the number of avowed Christians in Eogla0
Wales does not exceed twenty per cent, of she P‘'$
lation. Also, most religious bodies report a de0
of membership per annum for several years past- 3
number of Churches in proportion to populati°®
less. In 1851, there was a place of worship toe
520 persons; in 1911, one to 722 persons.

Another faot revealed is rather amusing. 1®
great excess of accommodation over memos
Some of the seots have sittings for four or ~
Mmes thieir prassitt membership. Eompairative” &;
of God’s houses ever fill Do they ever hope thl i

The Brotherhood movement contains six NN<
thocsand men, bud tha® cannad be taken asmU°P 99
to the Churches, Prominent leaders of religi°® .
that the Brotherhoods bring no increase of &
ship or attendance at service. Rather tbe rea
There are numbers of good souls who heaitatO
whole-hearted adherence, who will not enr0 »"e
selves as members of any sect, but do not
desert Christianity altogether. Religiously, t
sitting on the fenoe. To many such the Broth du
offers a way of esoape, and a balm for nneaS”"*0 ®
science. The Brotherhood meeting is not
ligious. It makes little demand upon its atte
It is pleasanter, and usually more excitmS ¢tb
ordinary services. There, one sometimes beaj ~gti\
speakers, laymen who make a more ethical an ™ o
than religious appeal. It is musioal in aloo >
ous way, therein rivalling the Salvation t 0 f> &
many make a truce with God, and escape
religious observance by being “ brothers.” gak9

There are no authoritative statistics for thOft W
tion Army, but estimates vary from fifty tboo "[@
one hundred thousand. This religio-milita®*p3\W
flourishes upon its music and its large (per
flated) credit for social service.

Who are the people that go to Church? ~
not predominantly of the laboring class,
who are workers are not of the induBtd
At Church one finds the upper and middle® fijie
the aristocracy in decreasing numbers, ®h Oi»sict
the bourgeois. The trading, commercial . v
those whose aim ! , life is to be reaps0® o ».
inhabitants of our suburbs and small to”
the attendants at worship, and with them or 28
dependants— oterks;-shop assistants, dergeoti™ !
door servants, teachers, and all of { ﬁ{ @rttdie&
workers of the swarming hives of mills 81)0lyvV(3",
railways, docks, and mines, are oonspiouou0Q >
The) umjjpiity Bf worshipers aod wyomdiv a004iP*  {f
Whether the men think that they can wore0
ously, or that it is unnecessary, or that thO™Oftfil
Heaven open to men without question is 0 ujc* \
but for some reason men do not attend P ~” g,
ship. The reasons why people go to v zr * *
form a good subject for the speculation otl
Busform > habitNMBbial ~Yatues, mbgl B Eg)f
preaoher, to sea and display fine clothO'

tyRd



the time, all count in addition to a desire
toworahip God and to thank him for hie goodn-a .
ia generally admitted that the denizens of the
towrs, especially the industrial centres do no g
qhgeiona serviges, hnt it is supposed that PeoPZP.
country dU. This is a mistake. The working
' Pie of the rural districts are more pagan than
‘heir city brothers. Country residents are less
“ eneea by religious efforts than the urban dwellers.
Sunday work makes a big difference. On farms and
s»tea a large amount of Sunday labor has
°rne, and this militates against Church-going, “
ciuces disregard for the Sabbath. The count.yma
5?? a lot of work for himself on Sunday too, and
1o the necessity for rest and domestic amemues,
®”"ethe agricultural laborer less religions even than
Ibtownsman. In villages and country towns there
, 8»a amount of formal religion displayed, but m
1“6 absolute country none. Isolation from human
ciety, and contiguity to nature, are not favorable
“rganised Christianity. , ,
Neither existing statistics nor the statements o
aHul® 8 lowers are satisfactory indications of
to be °f the masses towards religion. One nee '’
get amongst them, to understand their Idiosyn-
tfidl B to bear their conversation, and to study
6 details of their private lives to see if they are
tona N mucb by religious emotions. Their feelings
C J ,9hristianity can only be gauged by careful
T,J vatKm, and oannot be deduced by syllogism.
eot0s ncies>hinta>and small revelations have to be
loot "tand deductions made from data whioh won.
& “ doubtful value in print, and would nob be
Jted in a law court.
Ms O0nQat ke remembered that the working classes
their emely reserved. It is difficult to estimate
the acfiaal position in regard to any matter, even
(i®7?st. material, and when it is a subjeot like
8Rx lanity fke difficulty is increased tenfold. Only
with deep sympathy and intimacy with the
ftnassea can form a true idea of their senti-
Aeai Ward a controversial subject,
= & In8t f'kis lack of articulate expression must he
the.,6 P°wer of religious bodies to demonstrate
totie 6 ML3' ~key have occupied the field for cen-
Pij ' .-Pkey have had money and power, hooks
Phv~~dicals, speakers and preachers, and every
ihug (/>0 that a party or propaganda can have.
*pQ@ 00 Professors of spiritual things are able to

ﬂ"em,, dootrines, oreeds, and dogmas, and got
thn°. 6’\ aa truth and inspiration. Very few

tepte WRe 6pg ¥gud with fongue and pen at
.~‘Den khe opinions of the ordinary men and
‘»Aity, . 0 Particularly is this so in regard to Chris-
~v 8&a janyone wbo claims to speak for the working
» eteas to 1,0 taken at his own valuation,

»momK 0 We gefi at the thoughts, often cloudy
b We%lOUa»that lie at the back of the common

disputed ~aVe V8ry different statements on
e Points. A< R WirJjIAMS>
{To be concluded.)
0 Faces in the Fire.
1 8WxQr , |, '

jV buOing the aoble Romans of the Freethinker /
Bhoma £n° ,and ouly” at the midnight hour,

«JH, a 'Qo thin air0 aT°Ut’ but they are all gone, melted
Ight tnv r,L 1 sigb>and smile, and lay the paper

th6With iagrim,”~6’ and 10~ at the dying fire ; and, lo,
(O6himraising Ov Ing at mo through the bars, an ashen

askow F,!°* luent but wcak proboscis, and

On s iuVks flaked k« and unmeaning grin. The
Shao» grate AP kffimg, the figure shrinks and

> (A amn BllePt ni,iaf d dr°ps away. The thud sounds
Stj *P5 dt Passin,, ,  'Tis thus, though not so easily,

X e®uon a'Tklﬁ\dO adbina & the past< buk ki

\ How many forms and fancies

"X . n.C"eP(l LIght'H fading glow 1 There some
" Ike v I'ksre ! Dick Turpin there, with cor-

a,Set'8! smk°r?°n'S' cocked across his gloomy
1 K°d, above his spiked moustacheé;
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with there some reverend sage, with face of deep repose,
with kinglets for afootstool, for kingdom all the world of man
and mind. These, with all the variations of the imagined
and the real, rudely shaped in the consuming carbon, refined
in the pensive recreating mind ; firelight forms of romance
and chivalry, of folly and futility, of blank idiocy, of might
and majesty, of wit and wisdom; world without end of
dream and fancy and delight from the rich storehouse of
memory and meditation. The world without is varied, rich,
and wonderful enough, yet 'tis but a barren expanse without
its complementary psychology, that vaster realm where few
as yet—for fear of ghost3—have dared to tread.

Ye noble Greeks and Romans, writers and readers of the
Freethinker, again | salute thee, not with the servile gesture
of the bond, but with the loving artless impulse of the free.

- - - [ ]

Have just read Sainte-Beuve by “ Mimnermns.”
* M.” himself a chief of critics ? |
read his short, vital,
delight.

Lloyd on Maxim. Cohen on popular Pemberton. You
are all great—greater than ever. The Pemberton species
reminds me of the fascinating atmosphere of Dead Man's
Bock, by “ Q.,” which 1 first spelled out in Pitman’s short-
hand characters.

And just a word about the humble sorrow at the bottom of
my own heart—is it too insignificant to mention? or is it
forgotten >—my parody on Horace Smith's “ Mummy,” a
pertinent address to the “ Almighty.” 1, too, am in search
of enthusiasms. How much damping these survive! My
love to the “ Old Pilot”—may he soon be at the helm again |
—with complete confidence in the present navigator.

A, Millak.

Is not
need say no more. |
illuminating essays with unalloyed

PIOUS OPTIMISM,

How can | adequately express my contempt for the asser-
tion that all things occ nr for the best, for a wise and benefi-
cent end, and are ordered by a humane intelligence 1 It is
the most utter falsehood and a crime against the human
race. Even in my brief time | have been contemporary
with events of the most horrible character; as when the
mothers in the Balkans east their own children from the
train to perish in the snow; as when the Princess Alice
foundered, and six hundred human beings were smothered
in foul water; as when the hetaecomb of two thousand
maidens were burned in the church at Santiago; as when
the miserable creatures tore at the walls of the Vienna
theatre. Consider only the fates which overtake the little
children. Human suffering is so great, so endless, so awful,
that | can hardly write of it. | could never go into hospitals
and face it, as some do, lest my mind should be temporarily
overcome. The whole and the worst the worst pessimist
can say is far beneath the least particle of the truth, so
immense is the misery of man. It is the duty of all rational
beings to acknowledge the truth. There is not the least
trace of directing intelligence in human affairs. This is a
foundation of hope, because, if the present condition of
things were ordered by a superior power, there would be
no possibility of improving it for the better in the spite of
that power. Acknowledging that no such direction exists, all
things become at once plastic to our will.—Bichard Jefieries

Truth and the feeling of integrity
Are of the heart’s own essence—should they call
For sufferings, none repents the sacrifice.
Oh, happy he, whom Truth accompanies
In all his walks—from outward cnmbrance free—
Pure of all soil—dwelling within the heart,
Light to his steps and guidance: oracle
To lead or to mislead, none doth he seek ;
Consults no casuist, but an honest conscience ;
Of sacrifices recks not, and repents not.

— Goethe (Faustus in “ Faust").

Obituary.

I hear from Mr. Hubert J. Moffat of the death of Mr.
James Moffat, of Yeovil, a veteran Freethinker, and a very
old friend of my own and the Freethonght movement. He
was a constant reader of the Freethinker, of which he had
a file in the house. The funeral took place at Golder’s
Green quite recently. His favorite lines were Omar
Khayyam'’s :—

“ And when the angel (death) with darker draught
Draws up to thee, take that, and do not shrink.”
Mr. Moffat's sons carried out his exact wishes, and the cre-
mation took place at Golder’s Green. An old friend made
some kind remarks, which was the only ceremony. The
ashes were scattered on the ground.—F
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Eto.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday
and be marked “ Lecture Notice ” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
I ndoor.

West Ham Branch N. 8. 8. (outside Maryland Point Station,
Stratford, E.): 7, R. H. Rosetti, “ Man and His Religion.”

COUNTRY.
I ndoor.
Glasoow B ranch N. 8. 8. (Good Templars’ Hall, 122 Ingram-
street) : 12 noon, Annual Business Meeting.
South Shields Branch N.8.8. (34 .Tames Mather-terrace,
Ocean-road) : 7.30, Annual I\]geeting and Conference Business.

PROPAGANDIST LEAFLETS. New Issue. 1. Christianity a
Stupendous Failure, J. T. Lloyd ; 2. Bible and Teetotalism, .1. M.
Wheeler; 3. Principles of Secularism, C. Watts; 4. Where Are
Your Hospitalst R. Ingersoll. 5. Because the Bible Tells Me
So, W. P. Ball; 6. Why Be Good? by G. W. Foote. The
Parson’s Creed. Often the means of arresting attention and
making new members. Price 6d. per hundred, post free 7d.
Special rates for larger quantities. Samples on receipt of
stamped addressed envelope.—Miss E. M. Vance, N. S. S.
Secretary, 62 Farringdon-street, London, E.O.

LATEST N. S. S. BADGE.—A single Pansy
flower, size as shown ; artistic and neat design
in enamel and silver; permanent in color; has
been the means of making many pleasant
introductions. Brooch or Stud fastening, 6d.
Scarf-pin, 8d. Postage in Great Britain Id.
Small reduction on not less than one dozen.
Exceptional value.—From Miss E. M. Vance,
General Secretary, N. S. 8., 62 Farringdon-streot, London, E.C.

THE LATE
CHARLES BRADLAUGH, M.P.

A Statuette Bust,

Modelled by Burvill in 1881. An excellent likeness of the great
Freethinker. Highly approved of by his daughter and intimate
colleagues. Size, 6J ins. by 8f ins. by 4J ins.
Plasterl (lvory Finish) ... 3/-
Extra by post (British Isles): One Bust, 1/-; two, 1/6.

The Pioneer Press 61 Farringdon-street. London, E.C.; or,
Miss E. M. Vance, Secretary, N. S. S.

All Profits to be devoted to the N. S. S. Benevolent Fund.

THE
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Subscription R ates.

. Lo O 30
Single subscription in advanoe — 50
Two new subscribers 500

One subscription two years in advance
To all foreign countries, except Mexico, 50 oenta per anna
Subscriptions for any length of time under a year, at the
25 cents per month, may be begun at any tim® i,
Freethinkers everywhere are invited to send for specitns
which are free.
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY,
Publishers, Dealers in Freethought Books,
62 Vasil Stbert, N*w Yob'l

Determinism or Free
By C. COHEN.

Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.

A clear» and able exposition of the
the only adequate light—the light of evolu

CONTENTS. 10
I. The Question Stated.—Il. “ Freedom" and "*Wm‘»lief
Consciousness, Deliberation, and dniOA'_IVjaquELB

Consequences of Determinism.—V. Professor o
Dilemma of Determinism."—V1 The Nature anfl IMPIicT ),

of Responsibility.—VIIl. Determinism and Character.
Problem in Determinism.—IX. Environm®0 =

PRICE ONE SHILLING

(Postage 2d.)

#C
The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon-streot, London,

SOCIETY

(LIMITED)

Company Limited by Guarantee.

Registered Oyice—62 FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.O.

Chairman of Board of Directore—Mb. G. W. FOOTE.

Secretary—Miss E. M. VANCE.

This Society was ormed in 1898 to afford legal seourity to the
acquisition and application of funds for Secu'ar purposes.

The Memorandum of Association sets torch that the Sooiety's
Objects are :—To promote the principle that human conduct
should be based upon natural knowledge, and not upon super-
natural belief, and that human welfare in this world is the proper
end of all thought and action. To promcto freedom of inquiry.
To promote universal Secular Education. To promote the com-
plete secularisation of the State, eto., eto. And to do all such
lawful things as are conducive to such objects. Aiso to have,
hold, receive, and retain any sums of money paid, given, devised,
or bequeathed by any person, and to employ the Eame for any of
the purposes of the Society.

The liability of members is limited to £1, In oaae the Sooioty
should ever be wound up and the assets were Insufficient to cover
liabilities—a most unlikely contingency.

Members pay an entrance fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent
yearly subscription of five shillings.

The Society has a considerable number of members, but amuch
larger number is desirable, and it is hoped that Borne will bo
gained amongst those who read this announcement. All who join
it participate in the control of its business and the trusteeship of
its resources. It is expressly provided in the Articles of Associa-
tion that no member, as such, shall derive any sort of profit from
the Society, either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in
any way whatever.

The Society's affairs are managed by an eleoted Board of
Directors, consisting of not less than five and not more than
twelve members, ono-third of wbf m retire (by ballot) each yo&r,

1 Aee
but are oapable of re-election. An Annual Gehg(epepatl«,
members must be held in London, to receive t
new Directors, and transact any other businesst

Being a duly registered body, the Secular “ jOte
can receive donations and bequests with <? vjte™ 'y, if
Those who are in a position to do so are i jaMOrLti--.
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society apPredid
wills.  On this point there need not be the align* e
It is quite impossible to set aside such bequests-m .nary ¢jgii ;
have no option but to pay them over in the O “een r'ty "
administration. No objection of any kind bft -¢c 08 -
connection with any of the wills by whlon A
already been benefited.

I fiir

»ij 68’

The Sooiety's solicitors areMessrs. Harp®T A ®
Rood-lane, Fenchuroh-street, London, E.O.
A Form of Bequest—The following is
bequest for insertion In the wills of testator - gOyj
bequoath to the Secular Society, Limited, ' ejpt gy

‘ tree from Legacy Duty, and | direct that nDi iXefPP(
‘ two members of the Board of the said Sooiot"®,,ut®*8
‘ thereof shall be a good discharge to my A
‘ said Legacy ”

Friends of the Society who have remembered 1 a
or who intend to do so/should formally not"hair"i%
the fact, or send a private intimation to is
(if desired) treat it as strictly confidential- =Dt Ot
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes go* 10jfl0] F”
their oontents have to be established by oomp®
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FREETHOUGHT PUBLICATIONS.

IHIIBEBTY AND Necessity. An argument against
Free Will and in favor of Moral Causation. By David
Hume. 32 pages, price 2d., postage Id.

The Mortality op the Soul.
With an Introduction by G. W. Foote.
postage £d.

By David Hume.
16 pages, price Id.,

An Essay on Suicide. By David Hume. With
an Historical and Critical Introduction by G. W. Foote,
price Id., postage £d.

From Christian Polpit to Secular Platform.
By J. T. Lloyd. A History of his Mental Development.
60 pages, price Id., postage Id.

The Martyrdom of Hypatia.
sarian (Chicago).

By M. M. Manga-
16 pages, price Id., postage id.

The Wisdom of the Ancients.
A beautiful and suggestive composition.
from Is. to 3d., postage Id.

By Lord Bacon.
86 pages, reduced

A Refutation of Deism. By Percy Bysshe
Shelley. With an Introduction by G. W. Foote. 32 pages,
price 1d., postage Jd.

Life, Death,and Immortality.
Shelley.

By Percy Bysshe
16 pages, price Id., postage id.

Why Am | an Agnostic ?
24 pages, price 2d., postage id.

By Col. R. G. Ingersoll.

Bible Studies and Phallic Worship. By J. M.
Wheeler. 136 pages, price Is. 6d., postage 2d.
Utilitarianism. By Jeremy Bentham. An Impor-

tant Work. 32 pages, price Id., postage id.
The Mistakes of Moses.
Only Complete Edition.

paper. 136 pages.

By Col. R. G. Ingersoll.
Beautifully printed on fine
Reduced to 6d., postage 2id.

The Essence of Religion. By Ludwig Feuerbach.
“ All theology is anthropology.” Buchner said that “ no
one has demonstrated and explained the purely human
origin of the idea of God better than Ludwig Feuerbach.’
78 pages, price 6d, postage Id.

The Code of Nature.
ful and eloquent.

By Deni3 Diderot. Power-

16 pages, price Id., postage id.
Giles' Apostolic Records. Price 8s., postage 5d.
Biographical Dictionary of Freethinkers—

Of All Ages and Nations. By Joseph Mazzini Wheeler,
355 pages, price (reduced from 7s. 6d.) 3s., postage 4d.

A Philosophical Inquiry Concerning Human
Liberty. By Anthony Collins. With Preface and Anno-
tations by G. V/. Foote and Biographical Introduction by
J. M. Wheeler. One of tbe strongest defences of Deter-
minism ever written. Cloth, ; paper, 6d., post Id.

Defence of Freethought.
64 pages, price 2d., postage Id.

By Col. R. G. Ingersoll.

PAMPHLETS BY C. COHEN.

An Outline of Evolutionary Ethics. Price 6d.,
postage Id.

Socialism, Atheism, and Christianity. Price id.,
postago id.

Christianity and Social Ethics. Price id.,

postage id.
Pain and Providence. Price id., postage id.
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THE BIBLE HANDBOOK

FOR FREETHINKERS AND ENQUIRING CHRISTIANS.

BY

G. W. FOOTE and W. P. BALL.

N EW A N D CHEAPER EDITION
Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.

WELL PRINTED ON GOOD pPAPErR AND WELL BOUND.

In Paperl Covers, SIXPENCE-—Net.

(Postage 1jd.)

In Cloth Covers, ONE SHILLING—Net.

(Postage 2d.)

ONE OF THE MOST USEFUL BOOKS EVER PUBLISHED.
INVALUABLE TO FREETHINKERS ANSWERING CHRIS?lo

THE PIONEER PRESS, 61 FARRINQDON STREET, LONDON, E.G.

PIONEER PAMPHLETS -

Now being issued by the Secular Society Ltd

No. |__BIBLE AND BEER. By G. W. Foote.
FORTY PAGES—ONE PENNY.
Postage: single oopy, ~d.; 6 oopies, ljd.; 18 copies, 3d.; 26 copies 43 parcel p03™

No. II_DEITY AND DESIGN. By C. Cohen.
{A Reply to Dr. Alfred Russel Wallace.)

THIRTY-TWO PAGES—ONE PENNY.
at
Postage : Single oopy, £d.; 6 copies, ljd. ; 18 copies, 21fd.; 26 copies, 4d. (parcel P° y

No. [Il.—MISTAKES OF MOSES. By Colonel Ingersoll.
THIRTY-TWO PAGES—ONE PENNY.
Postage: Single copy, $d.; 6 copies, I-;d.; 18 copies 2Jd.; 26 oopie3, 4d. (pares! P°3 "

IN PREPARATION.
No. IV_CHRISTIANITY AND PROGRESS. By G. W. Foote.

No. V.-MODERN MATERIALISM. By W. Mann.

Special Terms for Quantities for Free Distribution or to AdV"10
Societies.
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