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The Instinct of Faith.
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dicate the existence of “a world of value behind
natural phenomena,” and the faith which consists
essentially in the recognition of suoh an imaginary
world of values is not “a natural state of mind
springing out of the depths of our personality.” If
it were, the profession which Dean Inge now adorns
would never have oome into existence. If there
were in human nature an instinctive impulse towards
God, a feeling of God, a yearning after the Beyond,
the pulpit would have been a superfluous institution.
A feeling of God is an acquirement made through
endless training, and retained as the result of con-
stant effort: its natural tendenoy, even when most
fully developed, being to pass away. It is quite true
that “ what distinguishes faith from scientific know-
ledge is the recognition of an external standard of
value ”; but the reality of such a standard is insus-
ceptible of the slightest verification. Even the Dean
admits that the verification can never be complete ;
but we maintain that there never can be any verifi-
cation at all.

Dr. Inge uses the term “faith” in a loose, ever-
changing sense. After admitting that its verification
can never be complete beoause the ideals to which it
looks are not fully realised, he proceeds as follows :—

“ The kingdom of God is not fully come. The world
we may say, is still in the making. Faith includes
hope and moral striving for something not yot appre-
hended. It involves a recognition of the difference
between what is and what ought to be, and a determi-
nation so to act as to help to make actual in the world
glories that are seen by us with the spiritual eye. 'See
that thou make all things according to the pattern
showed to thee in the mount.” Faith, therefore, con-
tains an element of risk, of venture, which has been
defined as the resolution to stand or fail by the noblest
hypotheses.”

Of course, it is faith in the Christian sense, which
faith admittedly contains an element of risk, of
venture, that we deoline to regard as “a natural
state of mind.” In that sense there is no such
thing as an instinot of faith, or an inborn religious
sense, and we distinctly olaim the right to sit in
judgment on those who assure us that there is.
“The resolution to stand or fall by the noblest
hypotheses ” may be accepted as an acourate defi-
nition of faith ; but what are “ the noblest hypothe-
ses” by which Dr. Inge has resolved to stand or fall?
Is the hypothesis that there is a God of love one of
them ? What is it that constitutes the nobility of
this belief ? The Dean confesses that there is an
element of risk, of venture, in it, and he is right,
but we go to the length of affirming that it contains
no other element whatever. It is the most absurd
and palpably false hypothesis that ever issued from
the brain of man. Think of the unspeakable horrors
and brutalities of the War, of the conditions of life
in all large cities, of the injustice and oppression
under which the masses have always suffered, think
of the myriads of savages, with their cruel customs,
that are still to be found, and oan you for a moment
believe that a God of omnipotent love ocoupies the
throne of the world ? In other words, is it a noble
hypothesis to think of the world as we know it to-day,
and as history reveals it to us, as having been oreated,
sustained, and governed by an all-powerful, all-wise,
and all-good Father ? We are astonished beyond
measure to find that any sane person has the audacity
to oherish it for a second.
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Is the belief in the risen Savior another of “the
noblest hypotheses ”? The Churches have juat been
celebrating another anniversary of his alleged resur-
rection from the dead. It is wholly immaterial to ns
whether such an event is possible or impossible, the
only relative question being, what sign, what evidence
is there that it ever occurred? Professor David
Smith calls it “an exceeding mystery ” which we
shali never “ comprehend until we pass from the
shadows of this mortal state into the clear light
of the eternal world.” You may call it what you
like, but we want to know where the risen Christ
is, and what he has been doing these two thousand
years. The world he is supposed to have died and
risen to redeem stands in as great need of redemption
now a3 it did when he came. His so-called disciples
are busy killing one another to the glory of his name.
The credentials of God the Savior are not one whit
better than those of God the Creator, Sustainer, and
S%vereign, the one being as colossal a failure as the
other.

Is the hope of immortality another of “the noblest
hypotheses ” by which the divines are determined to
stand or fall ? What they aver is that this life is so
crowded with suffering and sorrow that it must be
followed by another in which humanity shall be
abundantly compensated for the evils it has to
endure in this; but they apparently lose sight of
the fact that there is no ground whatever for
believing that the God who has made and sustained
and governed this gigantio blunder of a world would
succeed any better with another. As both Father
and Son, assisted by the Holy Ghost, have so signally
failed to set things right on this little planet, it is
reasonable to infer that our lot would he no better
anywhere else.

We conclude, therefore, that “the noblest hypo-
theses ” are altogether too risky to stand or fall by,
and that faith in them cannot be “a natural state of
mind springing out of the depths of our personality,”
or “ a definite endowment of human nature.” As all
available facts undeniably testify to the non-existence
of God, Christ, and a spiritual world, so all our
natural faouities unite in opposition to the belief in
them. This is why all the Churches, with their in-
numerable ministrations, have utterly failed to con-
vert th8 world to Christianity. This is why the
study of seienoe tends to Kkill supernatural belief.
Dr. Inge states that “the great Charles Darwin
lamented that he had lost all taste for poetry and re-
ligion 7 ; but the statement is entirely false so far as
its application to religion is concerned. Darwin did
deeply regret the loss of all taste for poetry, art, and
music; but his taste for religion vanished with the
belief in it. This is beyonu all doubt, as the Life
(pp. 55-65) so fully shows. There is a controversy
between soienoe and Christianity which, as the Dean
bears witness, goes very deep; “it concerns the
foundations of all religious belief,” with the result
that, among scientists, Christian believera are few
and far between. The Dean is equally mistaken
when he eays that “what the Agnostics are really
driving at is that we may draw the line between
useful and useless knowledge.” Nothing of the kind.
What the Agnostics aim at is to draw the line
between knowledge and wo-knowledge, or between
knowledge and faith, and to make it perfectly clear
to all that the quest for knowledge alone is legiti-
mate. Their ardent craving is for realities, not
dreams; for facts, not fancies; for the trinmph of
reason, not of misguided emotion. j ~ 2~

Good God!

SOON after the War commenced, | placed a letter-
box on one side as a receptacle for newspaper cuttings
and other odds and ends bearing upon the conflict.
It is a good plan, becanse apart from things that
may prove useful at a later date, it is interesting to
those who Btudy themselves, as well as others, to
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notioe one’s change of mind in relation to €T,
And cuttings that are finally deoided to be 3.
for other purposes will generally possess_this >
trative value. They form a kind of unwrittl
of one’s moods and feelings. , N
To this collection | recently added a cnttsag
a Canadian religions paper. There was nothing™,
that is not being said over and over aRI0".
Christian pulpits in this country, nothing that
tians do not appear to take as a matter of
But this particular paper said it plainlyi
and__minus__circumlocution. It
feature, | suppose, that induoed me to aca
collection. And here it is: 5

“ Our country is at war; our sons and X0 .e®
going to the front; our Empire is engaged
deadly struggle it ever knew—yet—God is g°°d' , f
“The dead lie unburied, the wounded unteD ~
death is everywhere in the air, on land, andons
—Gaod is good. s f
“ The rumors of cold-blooded cruelty take mm” »
heathen wars, and evil seems to ride triumphant,”,
the fields of carnage, and yot we hold that
good. .
“From bloody field, from battle-scarred
homeless wanderers, aud from hundreds of tbou ~
weeping women and children, the cry of barnao

arises in unceasing moan, for men have turned ~ jP

into a veritable Valley of Tears, and yet above

stars shine still, and Love is Lord of All. a
“For this sure faith of the Church we R

give thanks. The battle-fury is brutal and be i8in

it shall pass away; the riot of ruin and de® ~ p
finitely terrible, but it shall not continue; 10
throne Love sits eternally.

“Let us give thanks.” J it
At the first reading | had a feeling
mistaken the character of the paper, and ba

a more than usually severe piece of sardoo”;
phemy. But no, it was quite plain; tk0 .it
Christian Guardian, it was a Christian PaP, jj#
passages cited were written to bring conn®lj iic
souls of distressed believers. The thing wa3 »
in its stupidity and colossal in its appO®" 9t
unreasoning faith of addle-headed piety-
liever can swallow that, we need no longer
his belief that faith can move mountainQ
such a faith faets are powerless, reason is x .
its edge, and logic retires beaten from th0 v
man who is born with a brain that enabl0
write in that way in all gravity, or with a
enables him to read it aud thank God for b*  Oe'
secure against the advance of Freethong*“'"'” 3
predestined by nature to be a Christian- b#r
living illustration of Tertullian’s “1 behOv
it is impossible.” the”X1
For this “sura faith of the Church ,gg !"
almost illimitable opportunities of ex0JC{oQ
War offers no more than a speoial illastr® m
general truthu In vine Hwio#E! Wowld -at,L5®j /
and destruction are the general rule.
ments and devices that exist for deatruetiO0
anything that human ingenuity has ew,
Hooks and talons, teeth and olaws,
appetites, are fashioned to carry out in ~jjffidj
destruction. One half of the animal
the destruction of the other half. Ann pjaliiy;
place, not as the outcome of a perverted ™ jjjiw
but as part and parcel of the schem0 9

Animals must destroy to live. The car*l il
kill to exist. All this suffering, cruelty>
shed is part and paroel of the “Plan o jijieMr

For hundreds of thousands of years the P. p0Q
continued; ferooity has been rewarded
vation, gentleness or weakness with
Within the group there may have been
teotion, but this had its value only @¢)
more effective ruthlessness towards ~ ° BR"
And yet—ch, sublime faith!—* God i0 ° J
the throne love sits eternally,” aD

What is the “frightfulness ” of GOftf
when compared with that of Natural
God’s hand ? Twelve thousand are kill0*
in a single battle, and every person of d
is stricken with the horror of it all.

~91 U

Ojjtt f
i0’



ASfIL 11, 1916

"0rs>Cod’s artillery, in tho shape of an earthquake
“Prisaval, wipes out three or four times that number
without warning, Killing, not able-bodied men pre-
paed to face death, bat crushing old and young,
healthy and sick, the babe at the beginning of life,
adthe veteran on tho brink of the grs,ve, m one
gereral catastrophe. A German submarine sinks a
Peaceful vessel, and sends a number of innocent
i"ple to their death. But natural foroea have done
i. 8over ana over again, ever since man launched
® first rude craft on the face of the waters, -»he
“ightfulness ”” of war is at least sporadic, it occurs
?~en man’s passions are excited, it expresses, at least,
tuempresence of a defective intelligence, and ot an
“developed human nature. The “ frightfulness
f Nature is persietent, it is part of the plan of
*8Preme intelligence, the workings of unfetterea
Pover. It possesses not a single extenuating feature
r 8ae “we hold that God is good,” and serves to
esT-7ar 7a'kh active.
in "*e kold that God is good.” Here is anou tor
“lustration. Heredity is a law of life. None escape
*8'nfiuence, and even when we seem comparatively
r's from its operation, it is certain that deeper
~search would show us still in its grasp. But
“orodity is a “blind” force—to use a favorite ex-
géngsi%] % the religious apologist. That is, it eon-

| € fact of transmission, not fchai.
Emitted.

Whether it be good or *** will

on, Nature cares not at »1- , ag cer.
ragsmit a wasting disease, as B Zenijt Nay,
@y as it WI} transmit ebmsterous ea tn. y
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, «children’s teeth are set on edge. The parents
uad a vicious life, and the child is born tainted from
nBuirth, endowed with physical weakness that saps
¢"moral and mental strength, saddled with a moral
«Position that goes far_towards ensuring a life o.
, aie&sneas or crime. Thousands of children are
IR;% ﬁga@h‘ who are doomed to sufferinn this \yay

n

Nat wei'G committed before they were

wn  a’err‘dly crude and ineffective way men
belaQ ree? 't o fight the evil and to redress the
fra, ’ their best efforts go hut a little way ;

of Nafu 6i ~ era  the sleepless, ceaseless vigilanoe
~kes a”T'8 Nature, as Huxley put it, never
agthe ritt?se ~ove, and never overlooks a false move
Roo™ man. And yet “we hold that God is
Q one would wish
“uo not hang a child when N c;th enab.es
amurder; but we have faith ; an b he behaves

QIR EP B9 d5ePgo8 R Iig, Ewoman would

685%?%%%%2%69 tho exercise °t fahht%urgggrq dtHg
every hand. When theologians int to the
dearcing ord]grh_o:] the wor!cd. ® £* forget that
evelopment af higher types o ,»ITNEo,ranee,
e one? tyed At male e
_-ation occurs in natsre—as— n n‘ﬁﬁ&?ﬁé@eﬁg
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@ ra Andto those wo have to A And let

mseaaea of varyin?hdeg_rees of ® if merely a case of
. aeremembered that’it is not he - 00es com

. definite number of disease gQr*“I19* >that overlooks
rt, defence. The “ divine wisdom aiBOOvers an
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ft sed conditions. The “love tha tb0 germ

w \e ’ fixtendB its sheltering «*® 0 man that_ia
KR ié;}n@m& ~aB WOl PP, ev orka-that rs, t
a'‘tld °f mercy,

dyinp 6time ago | stood by
tccowi a moat malignant
Vaa a striking one

the bedside of a lady
form of cancer. Her
In the absence of a
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mother, 3he had praotioaily brought up a family of
younger brothers and sisters. She had seen to their
education, worked for their maintenance, remained
unmarried for their sake, and had seen them started
on their various careers in life. But the “ Leva that
is Lord of all” had not forgotten her. It was
waiting to reward her in its own peculiar way. It
set the oancar-cells to work; and week after week,
month after month, she lay with cancer on the spine.
Her agony was at times unbearable. Before death,
practically every rib was dislocated. That was her
reward for a life spent in unselfish service to others.
The successful swindler, or the man who has never
gone out of his way to do a goad action throughout
the whole of his life, may pass peacefully away at a
ripe old age. The one who has literally lived for
others, dies the victim of a malignant cancer. And
all the pietist can murmur is, “ Good is good.”

It is nob only “from bloody field, from battle-
scarred city, from homeless wanderers, from hundreds
of thousands of weeping women and children,” that
the cry of anguish arises; evil covers a much wider
and more persistent field. The battlefield of man is
only a miorosoopio sample of the battlefield of nature.
The destruction of war is infinitesimal when com-
pared with the destruction by means of which life is
carried on. And what is the pain and suffering
resulting from a war when compared with the pain
and suffering from which humanity is never free?
And above all, God sits calmly contemplative. It is
his world ; he planned it; ha arranged all its destruc-
tive agencies; he created the parasite that lives on
a better form of life; he created the disease-germ
that seizes on old and young, good and bad alike. If
there is a God, the world is his world, and he must
take the responsibility for all that takes plaoe
therein. It is not the Freethinker who says this ; it
is the believer in “the sure faith of the Church”
who asserts it. For my part, | can only exclaim—as
regards both the Deity and the worshiper—* Good

! C. Cohen.

The Father of Secularism.

George Jacob Holyoake.

The first occasion upon whioh | saw George Jaeob
Holyoake was in the year 1874. It was at a meeting
when Mrs. Basant delivered her first lecture*; and
though, if | remember aright, the subject was a
political one, the vast majority of the audience was
composed of Freethinkers, who had coma to welcome
a lady who had resolved to throw the weight of her
talent and ability into the cause of human emanci-
pation from political and religious slavery. Mr.
Bradlaugh was present, and it was, | believe, at his
request, that Mr. G. J. Holyoake presided.

Although at that time | was only a very young
man, just approaohing my twentieth year, 1 had
heard and read a good deal about Charles Bradlaugh
and George Jacob Holyoake; but | had never heard
the latter speak. When Mr. Holyoake rose to address
the meeting, I must confess that at first | was not
very favorably impressed. He was a rather hesita-
ting kind of speaker, and seemed to be over anxious
as to the way in whioh he should express himself,
pausing sometimes for the exact word or phrase to
represent to a nicety the ideas he wished to convey.
Then, too, he had a rather weak, though not un-
musical, voice, with little or no dramatic power, and
one felt at first that this was not the sort of orator
who was likely to stir up the people to any pitoh of
enthusiasm on such a subject.

A few years later, | read and re-read the writings
of Mr. Holyoake very attentively, and began to un-
derstand how it was that he had been such a power
in tho land, and how he had managed to mould and
modify the opinions of so many thousands of his

* Mrs. Besant’s lecture took place in the Co-Operative
Society's Hall, Castle-street, on August, 1874, and the subject
was "' The Political Status of Women.”
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fellow countrymen. First of all, no one oould doubt
his sincerity or the intense earnestness with which
he advocated the cause of Freethoaght, or, indeed,
any cause which he undertook to champion ; and he
was prepared, throughout the whole of his career, to
sacrifice much to uphold opinions whioh he valued,
and not to shrink from any pains or penalties which
the free utterance of them might bring upon him.
And so one was not surprised to learn that as far
back as 1842 he went to prison for six months at
Cheltenham for saying, at the end of a leoture, in
answer to a question, that “in this country we were
too poor to have a religion, and that if he [Mr. Holy-
oake] had his way, he would put the Deity, like the
subaltern, on half-pay.” No doubt it shocked pious
Christians of those days to talk thus lightly of the
Christian God; but in these days, when one of the
most wicked and barbarous wars in the history of
the world is being waged in Europe, and the Christian
God is unable or unwilling to stop it, men are apt to
speak more contemptuously of this God than Mr.
Holyoake did in 18I2.

A few years later, when | became Secretary of a
small Secular Society, called the British Secular Union,
of which Mr. Holyoake was President, | frequently
came in touch with him, and found him most genial
and Kindly in his disposition, aud | came to entertain
a real affeotion for him. 1 then went to hear him
leoture at the old Walworth Freethonght Institute
on “Thomas Paine,” and | found that he made a
much better leoturer than he did achairman. Though
he spoke from very copious notes, his style was quite
fascinating, and he enlivened some of his passages by
humorous expressions that arose quite naturally
from his subject; while some of his phrases were
extremely well chosen, and his peroration was a
finely oonceived piece of work, which was rapturously
applauded by a delighted audience.

After this lecture | began to realise that my first
impressions of Mr. Holyoake were not quite accurate,
and to understand how the lecturer, as a young man,
must have had a powerful influence on those who
heard him.

By a reference to- The Biographical Dictionary of
my old friend, Joseph Mazzini Wheeler, | fiad that
Mr. Holyoake first used the term “ Secularist ” in
the year 1851, and in the following year the first
Secular Conference was held at Manchester, and Mr.
Holyoake had the honor of presiding. In his Trial of
Theism, Mr. Holyoake Bays i—

“The Theist believes that man can only be guided
and sustained by Spiritualism. The Secularist holds
that he may be guided and sustained by Naturalism.
He believes in human duties commencing from man, and
believes them sufficient for life, for progress, and for
conscience; sufficient for this world, if there be no
other, and a safe preparation for another, if there bo
one.”

That is a sufficiently good definition of Secularism as
it stands to need no elaboration from me. In nearly
all his lectures on Freethonght, Mr. Holyoake ex-
plained and elaborated this definition of Secularism,
and to understand his philosophy in all its details
one has to read his books and debates.

On two occasions Mr. Holyoake did me the honor
of presiding at lectures | delivered in the Town Hall,
Brighton on the * Bible and Christianity.” On the
first occasion | was opposed by a distinguished
clergyman of the Church of England, and by a looal
representative of a Christian Evidence Society, who
was so exasperated at what | said about some of the
teachings of the Bible that he took his coat off and
challenged me to mortal combat. | did not, how-
ever, respond in the manner expeoted, and the
meeting terminated without any blgodshed. On the
second occasion, Mr. Holyoake humorously remarked
that he liked to take the chair for me because my
earnestness in dealing with my subjeot caused my
opponents to take their coats off in order to answer
my arguments. He thought at least there was some
novelty in that mode of procedure.

When Mr. Samuel Putnam visited this country in
the ‘eighties, | took him to see Mr. Holyoake at his
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house, Eastern Lodge, Brighton. My two 8n'
Percy and Stanley, went with me, and both hayi[¥;
keen sense of humor, greatly appreciated the wita
humor of the veteran’s conversation. | never he*
Mr. Holyoake in debate, but | jadge from a readi®
cf bis debate with the Rev. Brewin Grant, that he
very painstaking both in his statement of the 0-
for Secularism and in its defence. At one time
Holyoake was teacher of mathematics at the J'8 .
anios’ Institute, Birmingham, and certainly ks
the mind of the mathematician as well as that of
logician. He had a fascinating way of stating fa
He made the dry arguments of philosophy as 10 g
eating as the plain facta of daily life. His essayso
the philosophy of life and death are of endnrj
valae. Some of his phrases are extremely clever
well expressed ; what others said in pages he
pressed in a sentence.

On the problem of the existence of God, forc
ample, what could be finer than this?—

“The existence of God is a problem to which
mathematics of human intelligence seem to metoWr
no solution. On the threshold of the theme we
under a weight of words. We tread amid a dark 4"
mire bestrewed with Blippery terms. Now the cle
miss their way, now the cautious stumble, ic.
strongest fall. If there bo a Deity to whom | 82
debted, anxious for my gratitude or my service, I ™ j
ready to render it as anyone existent so soon
comprehend the nature of my duty. I, tbere ,
protest against being considered, as Christians *
monly consider the unbeliever, as one who h" &
or is without a reverential spirit. Hatred imply®
ledge of the objectionable thing, and cannot exist .,
nothing is understood. | am not unwilling to ben »
God, but I am unwilling to use language which o& »
no adequate idea to my own understanding” (D
Theism, p. 199). n

Undoubtedly, Gaorge Jacob Holyoake was a
philosopher and a great man. Arthur B. ~oSS

A Superman in Homespun.

Brunei’s Tower. By Eden*PhiIIpotts. (Heinemann,'

Gs. net. _ 0weld
It is ever a question whether it is becoming. 0 ~
possible, to criticise contemporaries adequately- t
stand so near them in point of time, we are n°
position to judge all the sources of their j °$el
we cannot foretell what permanent qualitiB8 W
may possess apart from qualifications’ which ® i
merely ephemeral. 0g

Mr. Eden Phillpotts was fortunate in the ti AN
which ho began to write, and the conditions 0 ~
literary world. The reading public was foellD40g
departure of so many of the great Victorian wr o
and was not enthusiastic concerning the
the newer purveyors to the circulating
Into this pallid world of artificial limelight'0 jjr
only by the later gifts of Hardy and Meredl
Phillpotts came with an energy that was refv(8
He was very muoh in earnest, he possessed | m
energy, he had humor at command. He 1°° %d
sunlight, and was inspired by elemental pasSl “0$
by masterful qualities in the men and women &
he painted. There was no languor about his b  je
The red blood coursed freely in his veins. a fig>
drank of the wine of life. We may have f 9o
him unduly daring when he laid the found&t"
his West Country Gomedie Humaine; but
applauded when, as year succeeded year, th0
rose in noble splendor Is

There were surprises, too, for Mr. Ph|I|p0“p'l®'
many facets to his genius. First, when the
short stories, which made the magazines uU’j Odif
sources of laughter, were collected and 000~ ~
his signature, and later and greater, when af
genious historian of The Human Boy dropp00. (;d?
and bells, and, in The Secret Woman, coot*1 gf
most powerfully written novel to our wo® vy tf8
amazement. All through his work his DaMoVv 1
Buch that his readers felt that he was capa
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fiirchnore. That he had capacity for much more
*9 proved by the publication of Wild Fruit, a
2>»ne of real poetry, in which he wore m good
Hellenic fashion the looee robea of Apollo, an w o
&y for the sake of the song, and was indifferent to
ll@)raise or blame of coteries and critics.
‘ wes something in this age of disillusion to linu
aP’t stepping from the portals of the West conn ry
amessage from the old, immortal Greek world
Jurchis ever new. The joy of earth was with him,
Bewalked on air, and he confronted the oarven, cold
khrists of the Churches with smiling eyes, and passed
M merrily, singing of youth and love as if the
Errors of Calvary and Golgotha bad never existed.
9re thing ia now quite certain: that when Mr.
mllpotts chooses to write a book it will be wort
fading. In his latest work> Brunei's Tower he breaks
»esh ground and shows us a fascinating series of
Pctorea of the pottery industry, with the attractive
~ground of the sweet West country. _Its hero is
masterpiece of creative art, and is a village Napo-
@ with gaiok brain, fine courage, little
and infinite resource. The way in which e
~€9to favor and efficiency in his master s employ is
«amatio and sympathetic as well. It is impossible
tti 'S°re the charm of Harvey Porter, half a raeoa
r he shows himself. Throughout, Mr. Phi-1-
1?,? handles his subg]ect with the perfect ease of a
N ster. There is no haste, no hysteria, no straining
N effect. The development alike of character and
8 ate °ouduoted with splendid artistry, and
i\~ re 8uHtle interludes of delightful humor, like
chime of bells in the pauses of the wind.
eli0  discerning reader the book will be a prose
sn °f tho Pottery art. Just as Zola conveyed a
M r>"e con3plexity of modern life into his novels,
~  r*Phillpotta allows, with consummate skKill, how
K m/ligr8 wk® mould the clay are also moulded by
atn adda enormously to the individuality of a
cWhg\arioaBly interesting book. There are several
%ajbtera whom it is delightful to sit and think
oo 149 closing, theu ook col e W1t Glagpoter-
91', j® H. Phillpotts puts all the sublety of his
mUcani8a P°werfnl book, strong in every way, and
Thia °8lveHand executed on an ambitious scale,
of dmoeNar 8*ft of employm common incidents

ﬁngm g?ﬂl'g‘h U3 viigh all

supernatural is an artistic
perfins and 06 leas sircces3 is achieved in the

*uet L cura®y of the rustio dialogue.. Only as
SE“”” ealistio i bis peasany and
gerkag Phillpotts contrives by the magio

that thrivVO*?1180 Sreab prose with a great poetry
e pQv 8 toe reader unconsciously but decidedly.

o"Mth C investing the commonplace life of to-
“entent ?ro[°0od import is surely the true romance.
fi?ticoen£ii ave tho machinery of melodrama and

u'e, is .aki A and yelc move on0 with a simple
p "Hhil'n."j ,°,8reat )ellrt And this latest bookpof

Enel's >8 a great achievement. To analyse
<™ owni ' vew of its classificatypn, must

gxae (g]ect f[)v:\fll‘%@ghhor we%hy 0 n&gﬁgg M%%EM

enty Ikely to challenge the verdict of

Mimnebmos.

Christian Apologetics.

™59 thau t S & frbibg) Wital
W o3brfefd® ago, a series of lecthieeEY
Ray W: % i

85@@%@5(0%55?%” S RaY

apr’ac Py of °n was reprlnted in book. forn
damn t boob before me, and the moi

t'8 he®?10ail rev'n Can bnd for is that applied b
cW *« Carlyles Sartor Resartus-
aUlej 8>s stateied nonsense.” Tbe subject of th
@ed> n eot. " b0 “ ®he Incarnation ” ; but var
1°~8 Pa?p alleged Gospel event i

8es' and that little iB only incidenl
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ally referred to. A batter title would be “ Christ and
the Church.” Here is a sample (p. 49):—

“When one turns to the records of the Church, we
find the general principle which we have been consider-
ing exemplified in the growth of the Spirit-bearing Body
as defined by the phrase ladded to the Church.” The
individual, a spirit acting through a body, is brought
into touch with the Spirit-bearing Body of Christ, the
point of contact being a specially functionalised member
of that Body, the Apostolic ministry, through the use by
that ministry of material, visible symbols through which
is given a spiritual grace, the inward of the symbol, the
result to the individual being plainly stated in Apostolic
language as lthe gift of the Holy Ghost —which words
mean at least that the individual is brought within the
special sphere of the action of the Spirit of Christ.
Once within that region, also described as the Body of
Christ, he will be moulded by the Creator Spirit accord-
ing to the processes of tbe New Creation, until with his
fellow-workers he contributes his share to the fulness of
the Christ.”

The foregoing paragraph is a fair sample of the
expository method employed by the Rev. Morris.
Put into plain language, it means that in the Book
of the Acts the disciples are represented as going
about preaching and making converts, who, after the
laying on of hands by tbe apostles, received “the
gift of the Holy Ghost,” whioh enabled them to
“ speak with tongues.” The rev. gentleman assumes
“the Acts ” to be historical, and calls it “ the records
of the Church.” It is neither the one nor the other.
I will now notice what the author has to say on
the “Incarnation,” and how he leads up to that
alleged event, and accounts for it being necessary.

In opening the subject, he says i—
“ The Atheist occupies a wholly impossible position.
........ The Agnostic defends himself with some show of
reason. While not denying the existence of God, his
description of the Deity as lunknowable *makes a subtle
appeal to the perverted moral sense of humanity. Yet
he is only less emphatically a 1fool * than he who says
in his heart 1 There is no God."........ A god who cannot
speak is no God; a god who could speak and would not,
is immoral. We find ourselves backed up by the moral
consciousness of the great bulk of human kind when we
set down as our postulates, God may be known—God

has spoken.”

Except in mathematics, a “ postulate ” is something
assumed without proof; and such | find to be the
nature of the arguments employed by nearly all
reverend gentlemen, who know that in so doing they
are “backed up” by the great body of church and
chapel-goers who never trouble themselves about
evidence. The contention of the Agnostic that
“God ” is unknowable | have always thought to be
untenable, if not supremely ridiculous: for in the
present scientific age, if we look at the gramophone,
the X rays, wireless telegraphy, and other dis-
coveries, it becomes more and more obvious that no
one can say with certainty what is, or what is not,
anknowable. The only logical and rational “ism ” is
that of the Atheist, who contends that we have no
evidence of the existence of an almighty supernatural
Being who created the Universe and watches over
mankind. This is not, as our orthodox reverend
declares, “a wholly impossible position ” : it is the
only one which an educated thinking man can take—
and it is the only true one. Here our reverend has
referred to the statement in Psalm xiv. and liii.
“ The fool hath said in his heart There is no God "—
and he appears to think that in so doing he has given
the Atheist (as well as the Agnostio) his quietus : but
he has not; he only shows his own oredulity—and
ignorance.

Continuing his lecture, the rev. gentleman says:i—

“We quote Genesis and all Scripture without any
apology to Scionce........ Turning to those records, it is
most significant that the phrase ‘after its kind ’has no
place in the record of man’s beginning. There tho
Creator’s decree is ‘in our image, after our likeness.’
Of man only is it thus suggested that there is given a
capacity to know God........ Oar records next direct atten-
tion to that awful catastrophe by which the relations
between tho man and his maker are so changed that
free intercourse is no longer possible....... 1In tho sweat
of thy face shalt thou eat bread,” may express allegoric-
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ally the travail and agony through which the man must
pass before he can win the bread of the Spirit—the
knowledge of God which is eternal.”

Here onr lecturer refers, first to the Creation story,
then to that of the Fall—both admitted by advanced
criticB to be pare fiction—as historical records of
fact, in which the Bird and Beast classes are said to
have been created “after its kind,” but man in the
image and likeness of God—whence, he infers, man
was “given a capacity to know God.” All this is
apologetic nonsense. The two great divisions of
Bird and Beast contain a large number of genera,
some large, some small, their forms being utterly dis-
similar; but no such dissimilarities are found in the
genus Man. Moreover, it was not the god that
created man “in his image”; it was man who ima-
gined his god to be of manlike form, as he did also of
the god’s attendants, whom he called *“ angels.”

The fictitious story of the Fall our lecturer calls
“that awful catastrophe,” and to certain words in
that story—* In the sweat of thy face,” etc.—he has
given an allegorical signification, which those words
cannot and do not bear. Continuing, our reverend
saysi—

“ As we go back over the traditions, we find the idea
persists that God will disclose to man such a knowledge
of Himself as shall be salvation. The earliest tradition
is explicit, though we may note the peculiarity of the
phrase lher seed.” The words ‘He shall bruise * fixes
the attention on some heroic figure standing out among
the multitudes of the sons of men........ The promise to
Abraham, as St. Paul reminds us, singles out one among
the descendants of the Father of the faithful. Thus,
from the beginning men are taught to look for One of
their race who as leader and representative should
battle victoriously with the opposing power and win
back the lost Eden........ oue of your brethren, a Prophet,”
etc.

Here the Rev. W. S. H. Morris refers to three pas-
sages (two in the book of Genesis) which Christian
parverters, following the example of Paul (Gal. iii.
16), have piously twisted into prophecies relating to
Jesus Christ. These are the following :—

Gen. iii. 15.—The Lord God said to the serpent: “I
will put enmity between thee and the woman, and
between thy seed and her seed : it shall bruise thy head,
and. thou sbalt bruise his heel.”

Gen. xxii. 17, 18.—The Lord said to Abraham: “I
will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven........
and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies ; and
in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.”

Dent, xviii. 17—19.—The Lord said to Moses : “|I
will raise them up a prophet from among their brethren,
like unto thee, and | will put my words into his mouth ;
and he shall speak nnto them all that 1 command him.
And........ whosoever will not hearken nnto my words,
which ho shall speak in my name, | will require it of
him.”

The word “seed” (Hebrew zero) in two of these pas-
sages signifies offspring, posterity, descendants.
According to the first passage, there should be
enmity between the seed of the first woman (i.e., all
mankind) and that of the first serpent {i.e., all the
serpent raoe). Mankind would instinotively Kill
serpents whenever they came across them, by striking
them on the head, and serpents would retaliate by
biting men on the heel (see Gen. xlix. 17). There is
no Satan, either recorded or implied, in the story.

In the second passage, the descendants of Abraham
were to be as numerous as the stars, they were to bo
victorious over their enemies, and they wore to be a
blessing to all other nations—whioh blessing is
referred to in Zepb. viii. 1» and Isaiah Ixi. 9.

In the third passage, the prophet “like unto
Moses ” was Joshua, and this is plainly shown to bo
the case in Josh. i. 17, 18, when he became the now
leader, and the words in Daut. xviii, are repeated.

There are a large number of Christians who con-
tend that the three foregoing passages are predictions
referring to Jesus Christ—the Rev. Morris being one
of them. The latter gentleman has cited them to
prove to the Atheist or Agnostio that “ God has
spoken,” and that immediately after the Fall that
deity.devised a plan of salvation for mankind. The
Atheist knows, however, that the alleged " Fall ” is a
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myth, and that no such plan was needed, man bav°
risen, not fallen: the Atheist has too much con®
sense to allow himself to be hoodwinked by &
Christian misrepresentations. \-
Our rev. apologist next quotes what he calls
great disclosure ” made by Paul in Gal. iT.-y®
“when the fulness of time wa3 come, Gad “L9
his Ben......to redeem them that were under
[Mosaic] law, that we might receive the adoptlon

sons.”  After which he says :—
“The key to such an understanding......... is perhaP”
be found in the title which was used only by D>
of Himsel i N

without the article........ describes man as limited »

transitory........ But 1the Son of Man’ sums up in .

self the potentialities of the whole race....... »ha )1

Person—God the Son.”
Now, it is very unlikely indeed that any hctorlc
Jesus (];ave suoh a title to himself: it is & @
probable that the primitive Jewish Christians
wrote the original Gaspsl bestowed it on him, "
him a prophet like Ezakiel. The last-named €
speaks of himself by that title nearly a kBn w
times; but in every case he represents *the b3”
as employlng it when addressing him. Ho say8>
instance —

“The word of the Lord came unto me, sayids ~

of man, speak to the children of thy people
unto them,” etc. (oxiii. 1). »

What our rev. lecturer says about the “ Son of
with and without the article, is pure nonsen‘®
addressing Ezakiel, as in the foregoing examp;’1/
artiole “ the ” oould not bo used, and it is only ~ ~
way that it is employed. Continuing, the RaV. “
says :—

“The beloved disciple sums up the result
meditations ou Jesus] in the most marvellous"se3*“"
human language knows—‘ The Word became F 33
dwelt among us.” This passage express
truths connected with the Incarnation. ?I? k/(O
‘The Word became Flesh ’ brings us to the vorSa anl3i
Serbonian bog of Kenotic theories. | prefer 1©
in the safe company of Bishop Westcott, wFo o
IHow this becoming was accomplished we *
clearly grasp. St. Paul describes it as an
Himself by the Son of God—a laying aside of t@3 jli
of divine existence.’........ The Son of Man left iig
behind Him to preserve the memory of His wo* g (

work........ However, we turn to the personal iiie
those who heard and knew and saw and ban®
Word of Life,” etc.

The foregoing statements furnish ns with a  t ji

able illustration of a reverend gentleman ~'/jjio?5
matters he “ could not clearly grasp,” and 8bf e d
difficulty which might land him in a <&3?uec»$
absurd theories. And yet the hoiu “the Word

flash ” is stated in one of the Gospels,
presents the angel Gabriel as explaining tj30 ' jw
to the Virgin in reply to her question, “H°®*
this ba ?” (Luke i. 31, 84, 35). From wha« 18 stf
it would seem that the original writer of i%*,
believed tho Holy Ghost to be a divine person

like form, like tho angel Gabriel; whereas * Njjji
Acts ” the Holy Ghost was thought to be afiye®
iufluenoe that entered tho minds of new y”si*’
after the laying on of hands by the apostil€8). e
4; viii. 17 ; x. 46; Xix. 6?. In any case, we'
evidence that the so-called “Incarnation” 18- jjit”
torio fact: we only know that Matthew IlU
found the story in some apocryphal writing3
authors are unknown. ABB

According to a report in tho Burton Evening
March 31, the Burton Sunday School Union baS
serious losses during the last twelve years. I® tUO\~
were 360 toachors and 3 000 scholars, while to-d®! i fit3 g
onty 808 teachers amd 2,415 seholars. At the ana WéQ&IA
of tho Union, tho Mayor of Burton-on-Trent
eloguent address, in which he expressed his
pointment at the above deplorable decreases, a
with deep pain to the *“growing disinclination thO
church.” Thus we see that at Burton, at any fiigjeiJ08
doss not seem to act as a check to religions inchll
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Acid Drops

Sore months ago Mr. Cohen wrote an article apropos o! a
> ho had carried Raskin’s Crown of Wild Olives
*m«;iVbe oamPaign, read it while he was lying morta y

and had it finally buried with him. Mr. Arthur

52 “* appears to have just got hold of this story and has
acolumn on it in tho Evening News of March 30.

a cnouh ” says Mr. Machen, although we fail to see
iJ hi@s odd about it, “the book contains a chapter on

a’ and from this chapter he cites the following .

“All the pure and noble arts of peace are founded in war.
bommeree ig barely consistent with fine art; but cannot pro-

?nce!l- Manufacture not only is unable to produce it, but
variably destroys whatever seeds of it exist.”

%"Wi,ii istruothat Ruskin did say these things, and it
aifficult to expose the fallacy underlying them.
p3ut,tod  this way they really amount to a travesty of
Ife h\ *ea°hing concerning modern war—for winch he ia.
tooj condemnatlgn War, said Ruskinb is productive of
e itis a test of personal fitness, Q" MFBnEI§eHY
. and survival is determined tj L
and eye and balance of judgment. R™

“Whatever, r goodliness therej ma it
,\w@r rlghtl ayeg fiere 18 nons when OH'%h n% ﬁ,e
~dn? ,,untfru of Guian pawRs Yoy festlirisn

flSMan er |ng|dom choo i~ese unhappy
come ; at set not up tne_ .

ﬂﬁ%ﬂ%%ﬁupon the chequer b totERxalitfield.”

was Runkin’s deliberate judgment upon the mod
Mbod of waging war.

(.J46 hind of war from which Ruskin hehlI~S° »
Wes personal contest, which brou

pel.
management

A value of every individual engaged’in the maua
13Weapons.  But, he said:— , , Om-
, “You must not make it the question, whic tfoe
atauts has the Ionﬁest gun. or “ f Orwhich has
Goest tree, or which hasthe wind in hi « «  eitGa with
?nP°wder made by the best chemist, 0 Decide your

t hos; terms, and

¢b best coal, or the arguist mob atJ113 n
slaughter to

"Ne, whether of individuals or nations |
* Eqd?%ye,only multiplied confusion, an

al«. too, that Raskin was writing this with a n »
he™* °f a great modern war fresh in , nrobably

R & s I S LY

add* 11 the journalistic and pulpit cant abouttha nJo 'y
b~ ~ u r ofwaris untrue and, ultimately, evil. We
«lit. af,fr’ 14 Waa impossible that we could Dut

SAthisw W2 must 8° through with it to the bitter end AN
onlyv. , ar 18to be productive of any good any ‘1 con.
hnceabb5 the peoples of Europe becoming thorona y X

«8n .~at agigantic evil modern war is. which is
the .rt>*tdoes not, in any genuine sense, e single
Pfohw ~ an Ol the best nation, it does not s Da\m°0f

anJ value, it only destroys, and gives tb P y1Q
Wgest ~ tho |ngest purse, the eadliest mach

In its essence it is sordid, brutal, and’\
Btiou. TbV niBnt wosd—* soulless,” almost, « yopo must

tl éﬂawﬁl&of'ﬁllt); future. Get
Ofm\{%a of |hf>\één§§&%nd it wil nat St.!ﬁ'ﬁﬂ tIES

Great Brltam of Franco, and

B °t Brussian militarism ohce
1 go a long way towards smashing

arisrn in every quarter of the civilised

2 o 2, QU {fs v

“H, 6noe of jjj...

O, .
M ok Bali e
Sch"™ arQx the’\Avbe Sbdol-slayer, asks how_religion

p o Ty?™not iiMQ ar’ and adds that *the Christian
nJVcl ®%®y’s sertl’n ‘'bo creed of the fourth century,

S 'b®> 8ta & v « even on Spurgeon’s.” Dr.
lieNes on tiO I°rgotten, temporarily, that the

tbo alms of the faithful.
SSrtSo

t- aH ioeSSes "hi herald, there areito be no more
ta°les 7ril Pliable fv6 ®Bhting lines. s this because they
an the “eye-witnesses” of the Gospel

Iht O™ t Gatei'et'fofUi?- a knowledge of French, was
PN, Mhe, mess* Ho marched into a shop
ban gxni.aC00’ ¢hi kens and other artlcle%
“vpiained she- eouk® not get tH
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tobacco. “ Then yon mast,” said the officer, “ C’est absolu-
ment necessaire pour la meso.” The horror of the pious
shopwoman at the infidel English, who celebrated the mass
smoking tobacco caused much amusement in the regiment
afterwards.

A newspaper paragraph states that the Bishop of St. Asaph
“has three sons in the Army.” We wonder if this means
the Church Army or the British Army ?

Christianity must not be taken too seriously in a Christian
country. Dr. Lyttleton, the headmaster of Eton, has been
lecturing people about the Christian spirit and the necessity
of saving the German people from their own vindicativeness.
This has provoked the wrath of the Morning Post, which
twits Dr. Lyttleton with being an amiable person who wants
a halo.

There is plainer speaking in the press now than at any
time since the War started. Mr. Jerome K, Jerome, the
famous author, writing in the Sunday Herald, says: “ When
a smug, church-going contractor takes advantage of the
haste and necessity of the War Office to palm off upon our
soldiers shoddy for khaki, and compressed wood-pulp for
leather, ill-feeds our recruits, and houses them in leaky huts,
we are neither surprised nor indignant. He is only following
the immemorial custom of his tribe.”

The Rev. Stnart Robertson, a Glasgow minister, who is
working in a shell factory in that city, says “he makes
cartridges to shoot the Germans all the week, and on Sunday
he makes cartridges to shoot the Devil.” The clergy have
been talking of killing the Devil for thousands of years.

“ Cleric at Work ” is the headline in a Sunday paper. Is
this a sly hit at the clergy, who work one day a week instead
of the customary six ? .

Mr. Holbrook Jackson, writing in T. P '3 Weekly, says
“many evil things have been done in the name of religion.”
Just so 1 But the remark was a truism in the days of
Lucretius, who lived twenty centuries ago.

Bishop Welldon, in an article in the Daily Mail, on
April 2, admits that, “in a sense, it is true that Christianity

has failed.” Then he adds this sophistical statement: —

“But Jasua Christ has not failed. There remains the
question, not what Christians are doing; bat what would
he bid them do? If they are false to his law and his spirit,
the fault is not his, hut theirs.”

Anyone but aclergyman would realise that the admitted
failure of Christianity is the failure of Jesus Christ. Does
not common sense assure us that a Savior who does not
save, or a king who does not rale, or a master who is not
obeyed, is of necessity a complete failure ? Again and again
have the divines declared that Christianity is Christ, and it
inevitably follows that the failure of ono of two identical
things involves the failure of the other also.

Bishop Welldon seems to “leap exulting like the bounding
roe ” in view of the prospect that soon the Cross will once
more assert 'its supremacy over the Crescent in the city of
Constantinople and in the Church, now the Mosque, of
St. Sophia.” Mark, the triumph of the Cross over the
Crescent is to be achieved, if at all, at the point of the
sword, or as a reward of the cruel sacrifice of thousands
upon thousands of innocent lives. And yet, fully knowing
all that, this servant of the meek and lowly Jesus exults 1
At such a prospect, ho says, “ Christians may repeat each to
the other, with a new intensity of feeling, the same tidings,
‘the Lord is risen.”” After all, we sadly acknowledge, No,
Christianity is not dead, but still lives and wields the dread
weapon of cruelty and destruction which Jesus said he had
come to send on earth.

“ The spirit of Easter is as subtle and as spiritual as that
of Christmas,” writes a pious journalist in a religious peri-
odical. It is a pity that they should manifest themselves in
such gluttonous form3 as hot-cross buns and Christmas
puddings.

“There is not much trumpeting about Christianity,” says
a contributor to a religions contemporary. Evidently the
writer has not heard the musicians of the Salvation Army.

The cynicism which accused London of having a hundred
Ireligions, but only one sauce, has a basis of truth, inasmuch
las there are few forms of faith unrepresented in the Metrop-
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olis. Even Mohammedans meet for worship at Lindsey
Hall, Notting Hill Gate, and worship Allah.

A book has been published with the title of The Conquering
Jew, and contains a mass of evidence to prove the ability and
energy of the Hebrew race. We think Disraeli’s witty
remark that “ One half of Europe worships a Jew, and
the other half a Jewess,” is as conclusive a tribute as
could be imagined.

The Archbishop of York says it has been remarked that
“if God knew what was going on in Europe, his heart would
break.” The answer is, “ It does break.” Now, this is really
a serious position. It is sufficiently startling to know that
some good Christians are doubtful whether God has yet heard
of the War; but to be told that his heart is broken is more
serious still. We always bad an idea that the Deity was
ineffective, but this looks like a serious physical collapse.

White Heat is the title of a novel; but it would make an
attractive title-page for a tract on the place so often men-
tioned in sermons and evangelical addresses.

Some of the parsons have been discussing what the Cross
meant to Christ, and they were by no means agreed on the
point. To Christ, undoubtedly, it signified the termination
of his career while yet a very young man. To most of the
parsons it has always meant a highly comfortable livelihood.
But to the world it means, and has meant almost from the
beginning, conflict, misery, hatred, horrible bloodshed, per-
secution, intolerance, dehumanisation.

The Bishop of London is an exceedingly humble-minded
individual. In the same issue of the Daily Mail for April 2
there is a message from his lordship, in which he informs the
readers of the following notable fact:—

“When these words are in print, | shall be myself at the

Front to * bless the banners’ of our troops, so soon we are to
advance to victory.”

What an infinite pity he did not go to the Front last August.
However, better late than never, for now the end of the War
is definitely in sight. Let us rejoice.

“ He is a thorough Christian man.” Thiswas the descrip-
tion of George Smith, charged with the murder, of three of
his wives, which was read at Bow-street Police Court. It
was written in 1914 in a letter by one of the wives, who was
found, subsequently, dead in a bath.

The Dean of Canterbury has some very quaint ideas. He
says that a man should “be ready to sacrifice his body, if
need be, in the service of his king and his God.” What if
the man is a Republican and an Atheist ?

A humorous story is going the rounds that a parson,
officiating at a wedding, and who had been engaged previ-
ously in recruiting work, asked the bridegroom, “ Will you
take this woman for three years, or for the term of the
duration of the War ?”

A curions article on the ghosts of Belgium appears in one
of the magazines, and the bogey in the trenches is mentioned.
If all the deceased soldiers have ghostly counterparts, things
must be lively in the spirit world.

The difficulties of carrying religious teaching into practice
were illustrated in the career of the late Mr. J. B. Gillies,
editor of the Edinburgh Daily Review. Mr. Gillies, who was
a strict Sabbatarian, tried to publish his Monday morning’s
paper, beginning the work at Sunday midnight; but the
experiment failed. God and Mr. Gillies could not hustle
the Scotch compositors, and pious folk insisted on a Monday
morning’s paper.

At the Yorkshire Congregational Union Meeting the other
day, Dr. Griffith Jones dealt with the subject of modern
literature and religion. His chief lament was that modern
literature challenged religion. “In the writings of those
authors who now had the ear of the public, religion had
no place. With Marie Corelli and Hall Caine it was more
a literary material than an inspiration. Thomas Hardy was
frankly antagonistic to spiritual reality; while with Arnold

Bennett religion appeared only as a stage proporty. H. G.
Wells regarded it only as a phaso of biology. In a word,
religion did not count for the supreme reality.” The three

last named are not likely to trouble very much over what the
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vanjtationi) Vaidt Hee wi Eay Bboud s> et M
Corelli and Hall Caine will probably feel that thisw
thanks for all they have done. After booming “tnD
tianity,” as they have done, to be told that with themm

is mere literary material, is disheartening—to theffl’ »
after all, “literary material” is only a euphemis®
pure commercialism. They used it because it hada "'j
They exploited Christianity, as they might have
anything else. Well, we said as much long since, ha »
of course, didn’t trouble these gifted writers. Ba> ~
clergy take to saying it, they will probably <]
did the American Indians when Columbus landed,

we are discovered 1”

A more serious aspect remains, and this did not
appeal to Mr. Griffith Jones. How comes it that wri 8(|eS
able to ignore religion ?  Writers are, after all, more
at the mercy of the material with which life provide8 ~
and it is certain that if religion were a really vitall®8 \ J;
would hardly be able to avoid it. They would simp
to use it, or their work would be doomed to sterility- ~
do not trouble about religion because, in their study
it does not appeal to them as of supreme eonseqaee”, \
even of any consequence. For it is to be noted ~
most cases religion is not deliberately ignored, it >
sciously passed over. Literature is always more or
mirror of life, and the truth we have to recognise >f
day religion is an artificiality. Its forms are kept al* i
elaborate and costly machinery, but if it were to d' .
to-morrow we question if it would be seriously 2
People would find their life going on much as 13 At
even the clergy, once the first shock had exhausto
might find another and a more useful occupation.

iy

In a discussion in a newspaper on the shortest
story, the following was quoted as being one of *Y“rpreredf
Scotch elder went home sober. His dog bithim.” " jgGiJ
only ten words in this. Ambrose Bierce beats 111l gnef*
with: “Johnny Smith played with dynamite,
heaven later.”

The Morning Post, in a recent leading, artlcle refeﬂ.
Noah as “the first of all shipbuilders.” IVre it
That editor is too poetic. He should use a
pen. ]

it*

Christians-have very quaint ideas of liberty; e
annual meeting of the London Congregational Uni o

lution was carried asking the Government to res#tlx( ifi™
of intoxicants, and promising support in any dras 3]
That is the usual method of pious people. They 8
things so well as to penalise a whole people for to
the few.

The practical hypocrisy of the Christian
seldom been better expressed than in the comma
pious grocer to his assistants, “ After prayers, go
the sugar.” A recent article, however, in th%u[%g ?OMI
on “War and the Small Boy,” contains
reading, as, for example, boys repeat mechanic® (J:
junction, “Love your enemies.” If they think 1~

Ldibe
0 t

consider it in much the same way as Master Daa ifS
who tells us to impale the worm on the hook
loved him,” j

We feel that we should like to relieve Canon %ereou ai
concerning something which appears
“ Everybody,” ho says, “ is asking great questlon
say we Christians ought to know.” We carr 7\ jytek
Canon that he is laboring under a delusion, n
says or thinks that Christians ought to bo able ~
any of the questions about which there if Of a'da.
trouble. And the proof is that no one ever thm "™ <«
the clergy about them. No one asks the clergy &jditicSsi
tions of economics, of science, of literature, | vef
of art. In none of these directions does anyone ay$
of appealing to a clergyman for authoritative 1 j 0K
The only thing that a clergyman is ever asked Of
clergyman—is God and a future life ; and on b
topics he knows—just nothing at all.

But for Christian charity, we suppose the~P” Jkcg
would have been boiling oil. The Rev. Eli i *
of Farndish, recently committed the terrible®gafUt
“assisting” at a marriage ceremony in a
Church at Wellinborough. The Bishop O&ffP
and the Bishop of St. Albans have both “® 9“Jy
Mr. Eade for his conduct, and the latter,
son of the Church, has promised not to
Anyway, Mr. Eade has escaped the boiling O
proof of the kindly feelings Christianity develop '
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V' IMON—We do not feel justified » adv'~“f oneysfde and con-
conscious of a divided call, having duty miust make his
mence °’n the other. In such cases every P bardabipS 0f any-
etiaion. We quite agree with you as to bb * religious
wishing to join the Army, and beingjfaced J1*¢ “oh after-
and more or less _comPuIsory attends »art, added
Warts. Probably a straightforward protest > some influence
othe protests already made by others, ™a~ 1 different policy

L AT e
3 ) ] igures
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~on-commissioned officers. . . w«Inmnafort-
g, -YOur letter was answered m this C
@Fonckuts p we cannot undertake to reply to corre

. QHd nperi _etter’, save under special circumstances. W
g GAniun;cay oa”~®Recjal “staff were we to reply privately to

ac r " orkon the subject is The History oj Scicer-
niLfr{ ~pa* We b°Pe to ke _reviews of
Lgreat r?ﬁ}%a regular and special feature ofmt%e Freethmsker.
~NC(y are noted, as they appear, now.
Aer’ N on*).—It.is. . with emall gratification that we
v mel:ﬁ’rpredlcl)lon, made-wﬂlﬁe-tﬁe apanese
1" ress, foretold the present conflict. But, after all, it ordy
S edcommon sense to foresee it. When nations talk war
,JP® {°r war, that means war sooner or later. ho
tJ'(;t\R%X]e?f trhi&m plld remains true, no matter wno
jnr]%;\eating that situation. Thanks for the news-
hk  porti B man is just a vulgar, money-making: clown.
'Sr% -, thanks for useful bunfttings.
Jtvtus— Paper sent as requested. of

mhi kathy from you setPRAd MAPRAGHARES the exp
. - . A .
'II’FS* |B§!g1rT We agree with a great deal of yan ymber* of

as the present, offer~occasion for

2 « interests to assert themselves, and they are not stow
0%,, ‘hemselves of the opportunity.

Vel e holidays intervening some correspondenc
w rf%l hext Week

tIP. “or the Editor of the Fregthinker
- BMAVRIngapp-stEeet Eorgr i
Oirrngthe8 “d Ua newspapers would enhance the favor by
t,*EBl%r m6f 8sages to WP]ICh they wish us to call attention.
‘v dier Presta [ifeehould be sent to the Shop Manager of the
p dit°r. * 1 £arr*ngdon-street, London, E.C., and nuot to

should be addressed to

tMo to any?’ ke forwarded direot from the publishing
Hon, PtePaiae ri tdle world, post free, at the following
aa 25. 8§ “ns year, 10a. 6d. ; half year, 5s. 3d. ; three

Sugar Plums.

@Bruantd&® |, we can °nly repeat what ~ ay) good
a)B p8 hit. Foote’b health, but that i , ieCOvery from a
*efoua UiV8 stiUProgressing, but comp We have

. 688 1S not effected in a week or baving will
~ktiatu6 tat the finer weather we be{Qre long bi8

: 37 ¢ , th ¢Jiinker readers
iilé)rgﬁ%"% 2% M{é_yﬂfg %é @gg% 0??reeirrlmnor reauers
{6 ~evell* B8Ured that to be ¢t 8F from the work of
*  Cesthat m~PorarWy-is A6t the least of the incon-
AN ness brings {8 Mr. Foote
/\. i -
Tt i

JP*y °f the ~in sending a subscription for a

-out have ~thinker, says
hatk Witi6® years 7er, °f your bright little journal for
a “hterest’” Dt ook forward to getting it every

her Phsatll'fonverts” have passed several copies on, and

v»\O{ ahsl, dotninaf,v,, = this land of extreme superstitions

ei?lute Atheisf’ It 18 surprising to find what a num-

MAI m_tiler the tw tS °ne comes across. | conclude that
6 8l 8ath° eXtremes’ ail(f no intermediates.”

er>there really seems scope for a
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vigorous Freethought campaign in South Africa, and we hope
that someone will soon appear who will give South African
Freethinkers a lead. Meanwhile we are glad to learn that,
by passing on his copy of the Freethinker, our correspondent
has succeeded in securing converts.

Another reader (from Lancashire this time) writes :—

“l have several times intended writing you to say how
greatly | appreciate the weekly treat served up by you and
your staff. The freshness and vigor of your writers is to me
one of the most surprising features of your paper. | am a
reader of only five years’ standing, but | believe | have
gained more real benefit from the Freethinker during that
time than from any other paper | read. Strangely enough,
| first received a copy of the Freethinker from the hands of a
Christian. It was intended to disgust, but it excited
curiosity, and then interest.”

We sincerely hope that Christian is still pursuing the same
tactics.

Mr. Lloyd lectures at Leicester, in the Secular Hall,
Humberstone Gate, this evening (April 11). His subject—
“ Nietzsche "—is one that ought to attract a good audience,
and as so much has been said about Nietzsche—from the
pulpit—of late, it is well that the public should have a
Freethinker’s view of one who was a great and challenging
thinker. Disagreement ought not to be permitted to obscure
that fact.

We were sorry to see a eomplaint from the organisers of
the Independent Labor Party’s Conference that difficulty has
been experienced in obtaining a hall for its public meetings.
This was not due to there being no halls suitable for public
meetings, but to some expression of opinion by the leaders
of the I. L. P. concerning the War. In consequence of this
the owners of halls, either on their own initiative or because
of pressure brought to bear by the authorities, declined to
allow their halls to be used. We are not, of course, con-
cerned with the rightness or wrongness of the opinions
expressed, but we are concerned with the right of those who
hold those opinions to express them. And to deny the use
of a hall commonly let for publio gatherings, because one
disagrees with the opinions expressed, differs only in degree
from forcibly suppressing them. It means that, given the
opportunity, these people would suppress them by force.
We are afraid that th9 Socialists of this country have not
always been sufficiently generous in their help towards other
advanced opinions when they have been attacked, and we
have warned them before that by their silence they were
encouraging a tendency from which they might yet suffer.
But their “ aloofness ” on other occasions would not warrant
us in imitating them ; and we care far too much for freedom
of opinion to be silent whenever we see it threatened.

Some funny things are said in defence of religion, and
not seldom by parsons. Rev. J. C. Carlile told the Kent
Baptist Association two things that in some obscure manner
were supposed to support religion. The first was concerned
with a journalist in the new Army who entered a soldiers’
club in a church hall, and, finding he could get a smoke,
write letters, and get refreshments, remarked, “|1 never
thought the Churches had this in them.” Said Mr. Carlile,
solemnly, “ That man had revised his ideas of the Churches.”
Quite so ; but suppose they had provided a sermon, some
hymns, and a religions service—what then ? All that
emerges is that the journalist soldier was appreciative of a
club-room, whether in a church or a dancing academy.
Many who are not soldiers would welcome similar con-
veniences. It never struck Mr. Carlile that in all probability
the journalist was taking a rise out of the parson.

The second wonderful occurrence was that, “ from per-
sonal experience,” hymns learned in the Sunday-school were
being sung by soldiers at the Front to-day. Wonderful!
But so, for the matter of that, are music-hall ditties that
were learned out of Sunday-school. And we wonder which
has had the greater vogue—hymns or “ Tipperary ?” Doubt-
less Mr. Carlile wished to give his hearers the impression
that the Army was made up of hymn-singers, as his contri-
bution to the elaborately advertised nonsense about the great
revival of religion that is taking place. The curious thing
is that no one has observed this revival—except parsons.

We are glad to see from our exchanges that Mr. W. W.
Collins, who numbers many friends among English Free-
thinkers, is still keeping the flag of his Examiner flying.
The last issue to hand contains a reprint of an article
by Mr. Cohen, from these columns, on “ Religion and War.”
The source of the article is, of course, properly acknowledged.
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Soulful Silence.

Retreat to thy chamber, saya the Christian genius.
Surround thyself with the golden silence; for there
thought grows great; there thou eanst purify thyself
of the stains of the world that contaminates thee;
there thou canst find rest and peace and joy in the
Lord; there thou wilt draw near to God in heart and
understanding. In the solitude of thine own soul
thou wilt become strong in mind and spirit.

' Self-centralisation is one of the most pronounced
teachings of religion. All the great divines of ancient
and modern times have emphasised the need of man’s
retirement from the unholy world; and often, it
seems, their purely human teaching is attenuated
to invisibility by this ceaseless harping upon the
ego string. To reach God we must become ascetics.
To become Christlike we must renounce the wicked
world. To approach the Father we must hasten from
his sons. A man must enter into himself ; self must
bo developed; before everything else it must be recog-
nised; for this self is the house of the immortal soul,
to which all things must bow in obedience and rev-
erenoe.

Around this anti-social teaching, religion, through
its priests, has hung much poetic prose and many
verbal beauties. Pseudo-altruism may have tinged
them in rainbow colors. The service of man may
have given them strength to survive. They may
have drawn nourishment from the gospel of human
need; and we cannot doubt such was the case, other-
wise religion, deep-rooted in mental weakness as it is,
would long ago have perished as a socially useless
thing. But these colorations were a means to an
end, through the welfare of religion to the well-
being of her priest class. The end was the strength-
ening of the power of a section of the people at the
expense of the rest; and only if the latter received
soma crumbs of advantage could the former hope to
retain their dominance, their ease, and their luxury.

Knowing well that the average mind cannot keep
its healthiness in silence, cannot keep its balance
outside the radius of the influences that give it
life, but tends to revert to primitive mentality,
the priests have need the soulful silence trick with
every contrivance their ingenious brains could im-
agine. The ordinary mind dwells within the confines
of a little circle, outside of which its visits are infre-
quent and of no long distance. Attempts to make
these excursions, at the promptings of priests, are
often more disastrous than beneficial, and pathology
is replete with such cases.

The average mind broods; it does not think or
dream in any sequence at all. It thinks in jerks.
Its half-formed thoughts are like the multitude of
sparks that fly in a second from light to darkness
from the iron on the smith’s anvil. Not for five
minutes can the oommonplaee mind, at its own
initiation, think logioally, or even at length, upon
any subject. When it tries, it fails; and the indi-
vidual, who makes the endeavor repeatedly, ulti-
mately finds himself, not in the lovely lands of
soulful silence, but in the blues, the country allied
to superstition. He becomes mentally primitive.

Here religion grips, as it always does, at the feeble-
ness. It is no drawback to religion that its units are
hopping thinkers; to religion this means life; to
Freethought it would be death. The Christian who
settles himself for a visit to the soulful lands will
probably manage to have half a dozen distinct ideas
on Jesus Christ, for instance, in half an hour; and
between these will occur many dozens of unformed,
misshapen thoughts upon dozens of differing common-
place affairs. But if it so happens that instead of
Jesus Christ occupying th9 premier place, it should
be, as it most likely will be, the self, the ego, perhaps
in its relationship to him, then assuredly there will
be that tendenoy towards brooding either upon one’s
wickedness or upon one’s blessedness, or a mixture of
both. Religion gains all the time; the Christian
becomes a curse to himself and to others.

Had the sorrowful silence been provocative of study
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it would never have been used as a deooy by rA° j
Had the soulful lands not been sleepy places, an *
places too, religion would never have discover
them qualities that made for its benefit. BOD:.
knew that to urge the average mind to 10 ~
in self-centralisation meant putting money 1 ~
purse. It knew that self-seolusion meant nnnea ~
ness. It knew that mental retirement was none "
than unnaturalism. It knew that in its advopaj
religious egoism there was an anti-social -
the sugar-coated pill for the individual

the teaching was full of disease for the a
mind, and yet religion taught and teaches
noxious doctrine. Ny,

But not so much in these days of social Joe B
Although every Sunday the soulful silenoe “*%
liberally dispensed over well-draped pulpits, & ‘¢
every religious periodical prayerfully PE&0
there is a decidedly uncomplaining toleration
its acceptance. It is a favorite subject with P dJ
is this old dodge of soulful silence ; and Cml.n%
like to listen to the pastor preaching about pa®/\jt
where the soul browses on greenery, where th
and honey flow from specially created or evodfds O
and bees, where living waters dimple sweety {
pearly pebbles, and where lovely angels, 0
translucent, diaphanous, and silvery wmg
sandals, fly about sin%ing oelestial lilts. n

Psychology tells us how to recognise this dep-
When the Christian’s soul monoplanes to the
of soulful silenee the eye sinks inward and tn
lies plain, to use a line of Matthew Arnold s~
nowadays, the Christian is more prone tow» \jo
watohful eye. It is not fit that a brother-~ ,Q
should have the slightest opportunity to “ &
brown ; hence the War. It is not consona
the irreligious balance of things that y°a =
venture so far from home in your quest for r™
nor that your return from the soulful land8 $
as one peculiarly minded minister recently 8
nation had been, should be heralded by tb X
relief of the dams from the torrents
Being spoofed means a sudden atmospheric. m
from balminess to sulphureousness, in w aF
soulful lands fade farther away. It ha3 a” m
Iris of turnjng religion and patriotl9 1 .
pe%‘é\l%%dfﬁ%‘&gnity, has this energetm ”
it bas done much to depopulate the lands o
silence. fiifbs

Thinking of these things, after hearing gdai®
urge the need for Christians to seek the D
of their own souls, | wandered alone &L k
through the meadows. The air was irOra
alive with the light of a million stars” ¢jug4m
midst the moon-orescent shone white, B°°,E
sweeping meadows with her loveliness, @naLt
the hills those shades that make them ~ ~
viouely complacent guardians of stillne"- Gw
breeze sang lullabies to the sleeping ™ gser@j

aches, whispering music of the Py f.
spring. The long grass rustled at my £ »
over the burn were floating the first 10 ,
of mist, trying to subdue a little the md n
ment of the waters as they played their & ~
distant river.

Standing still, and looking up into the b**°i
heavens, it seemed | were bathing in &™0
happiness, as if my heart had opened to ,jidL
rays and they were, with gentle motion, ¢ gteijj
from all the stains of a rough man’s lifO- pig"i
through me went the quietude that clothO™M ~
a garment of purity; and, as it deepened,
rich rare tremor that shakes our being8
innermost chord of our hearts is touobedl ,
or genius, the incomprehensible thrill ® g\
than reason, proclaims man as the
animals. And then it seemed as if OV
star-rays found voioe. The long, weird, 8, $ .j
note filled the whole night. Startling® >
out, then died, then rose again,. tillip
into a thousand drops of liquid music,4 " rfe
breaking with a joy it oanuot contain- ¢{45
from every star. It quivered in every
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I5PAnea down upon the meadows till every leaf of
P“»strembledwith musicful delight. Every glso. *“ “
“‘Undoranny of thahills

echoed thorn and re-echoed them til the>eartn

Sakwithweird mirth. Anderal f e * and
exe from -which it came, another £,

Jft».and another, answered the oaU, their long
Pvitive preludes sounding strangely throngh
1??.es (F muaio that shimmered throngh
tatic air, till it seemed as if there ware nothin,
1:°? eartb bat aﬁassionate joy of Uie. jen
ndthen everything beoame hushed. - 't
ower the world that was mine; “ a**“ 1
-ded the moonlight ever undulating, *fl b
*Pon the meadows, | didn’t think it was such
>er fancy of Mamie's after all, when she sa.dlth
Fecurlens had stolen their idea of music from the
notin? moonrat)ﬁ,. ,uu  tiie
“% Meadows, the moon, the stars, the | >
tv end'and Spring, with the never failing j y
& give; if the lands of soulful silence were of
€”en it were good to be a Christian. ,

°, V1880, °ne might not be an Atheist, |l i
' tedhtiea not dreaqns, facts not visions; andJéle

S 6dthe h°™e | could hear the curlews agreeing
lthygas they sang in the moonlight over tne

*

Robert Moreland.

Tre °rigi
m an< Development of Man.-Il.
iy, . (Concluded frompp._214¢)
B_¥AgHt and somewhat sensational
at Piltdown, in Susses, by M -
& **m '"ags the still widely canvassed P/iy
\hirv 1 (Eoanthropus dawsom), a . u
i\*nd primitive human oranmm. J h is ™ »
Hia8n oarefnlly restored by Er. *
M> *ad other experts. It probably ..
H w f” and>strangely enough, despi ¢ *
thjJdy.this skulk s mpeh |gss pestial in - PP
v'lal / ady referred to:-
FrayetOeE the foreheddl being rec™ “* cnropean.
L VoIl ARG AR & art HYSIEUER
fa a very small brain, which «
7 1 « monkeys, but only about two-thirds Un”

FMRYRREOBR (REMQfmpfyeand The’ molar gagths
(TSR Er rtincivgly LumRa, Jhong 1o prpfeer
ib, tSmith, the BraiR jRdieated dwaning [ AOREH
»158rHiEEl R AR BT dlistiet seech.” ™800 imp
inferred from tho character of t'~  the latter

y- Nthatwere found near this  ¢bbXy older th

the Nlber the contemporary, pilfcdown «

Neanderthal savage. Bub the* botb m Wk

e . ;o A A .

].cl Iarlghapaa%g)isr%tﬁthfggbrr{a]a 0 Igernolsut%nor
Rom the Neanderthal W * «”¢le itsg *
from that cf existing race . ”idelherg

JJJfotthly different to that of _ thO plitdown

»W B .Another strange feature bjat of
lavLla ita pronounced” unlikenes Beemo

aPO-man. For while this «ea”™r aod the
i846V he ?basm between modern ®sal> On the

wson

¢greme
ranoe

Bw \e tailless apes, the PiltAo 0B the de-
4 MNaad, muarhmore closel% re . the eardl'
round-headed monkeys
1b'tOPeriod. , a from °n0
st &ancelop [HOTKSY a%%%p‘?&éoiﬂ {tsngra, ooy
V i -mpart icQm other weighty evide  tionable
pafa Qut bodily framework the ci8e paths

fAL~.0or lowly origin. But the PJ« {rom
S . course of human evolat” XL
V\y 2 'mitwe forms oiQ I#e are, so %%r
nV W tmkl6éa- ~'th the exception or traC,ng
v d”"hnanthropologist would dlOanibo African,
113 I (1] H

W aft higher Aucignﬂggiaif»r A l,om ths\
o' the Malay archipelago.

«
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The extinct anthropoid apes, and the surviving
gibbon and chimpanzee, as well as the two other
tailless apes just mentioned, are much more likely
to have branched off from the main monkey stem
at a period prior to the appearance of any organism
decisively human in character. Dr. Smith Wood-
ward, who certainly speaks with authority, after
having carefully considered all the pros and cons
of the case, has reached the conclusion that the
human family undoubtedly did not ascend through
the condition of contemporary anthropoid apes, but
is directly descended from the more primitive Miocene
monkeys, which, like the Piltdown woman, had
“rounded skulls, steep foreheads, a wide-backed
head, and a small brain.” Dr. Woodward is con-
vinced that the Piltdown race retained these features,
while a separate branch evolved flatter skulls and
produced the Neanderthal typo of savage which,
endowed as it was with a bigger brain, progressed
for a time far more rapidly than the poorly brained
Piltdown people. Yet the advance of the latter,
though slower, proved surer, as it evolved into tha
less brutal and more artistic Aurignaocian stock
\l/(v_hia:h is tho real begetter of modern civilised man-

ind.

As already remarked, the numerous Palaeolithic
remains so far discovered are indicative of the pre-
historic existence of a threefold stock. It was at one
time thought that the Australian aborigines were the
lingering representatives of Neanderthal man, but
this theory is no longer tenable in the light of
our more extended knowledge. Professor Boule
has oriticaliy compared complete skeletons of the
long extinct Neanderthal men with those of the
Australian natives, and ha is positive that the
anatomical differences of the two races arc funda-
mental.

The evidence which favors the view that the
Grimaldi race was negroid in character is more
conclusive. It seems to be widely acknowledged
that the leading characteristics of the Grimaldi
skeletons are more frequently observed among
negroes than in any other contemporary race.
“ Moreover, some upper Paleolithic drawings repre-
sent people with the most conspicuous physical
feature of the Bushman.” Again, several Mongolian
characters have been observed in fossils of the
Aurignacian stock, and later Palaeolithic culture is
remarkably reminiscent of that of the modern
Eskimo. Indeed, Professor Boyd Dawkins and others
favor the opinion that these boreal barbarians are the
surviving remnants of the old Stone Age savages.
This view has few seientifio supporters, but Professor
Gregory holds that tho resemblances between the
Eskimo and the ancient Aurigna,cians “ are too obvi-
ous for this suggestion to be lightly set aside.”

The English olimate seems to have been genial in
tha days of Piltdown man. Warmth-loving animals
at that time lived in South Britain, and an open-air
life was possible to this early savage race. Bat as
the centuries rolled away tho temperature fall, the
tropical fauna retreated towards the equator, and the
reindeer, mammoth, and other northern organisms
Piltdown man
was now compelled to seek shelter in oaves :(—

“He appears to have lived largely on reindeer, and
may have partially domesticated them; bat with the
return of the warmer weather the reindeer withdrew to
the north, and it seems not at all improbable that
Palsoolitbic man followed them, and reached Greenland
either across land, which has sunk below the North
Atlantic, or by a north-eastern rout8 across Asia and the
Behring Strait3.”

Another variety of tho human raca seoms at this
time to have settled in the south, and under less
rigorous olimatal conditions, to have evolved into the
Azilian, and then into the higher Neolithio typo. In
Europe, this later Stone Age raoe is considered as
Caucasian. From the new light thrown on the
problem of human origins by the Piltdown disoovery,
the probable affinities of the three leading contem-
porary human raoes to their fossil foregoors have
been provisionally set forth in the form of a pedigree.
According to this scheme, the common ancestors of
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the human family and of the man-like apes were the
round-skulled monkeys of the Miocene Period. Some-
where about the middle of the succeeding Pliocene
Period these higher apes branched off from the
Miocene monkey stem. Just above this point of
departure, towards the close of the Pliocene Period,
or at the commencement of the Pleistocene Era, man
proceeded in a direct line from monkey progenitors.
A little later, Neanderthal man made his appearance,
while at a subsequent stage the Grimaldi and Aurig-
naoian races were developed, and from these last, the
Negro, the Caucasian, and Mongolian—the three
main living races—have been evolved. The Grimaldi
race is regarded as the parent of the Negro, while
the Anrignaeian has given birth to the Caucasian
and Mongolian stocks.

The age of the deposit in whioh the Piltdown
skull was discovered is uncertain, but it is considered
to be of post glacial date. Human remains came to
light at Ipswich in 1911, and at once gave rise to a
great amount of controversy. The Ipswich skeleton
was disinterred from below the boulder clay, and
therefore seemed older than the great Glacial Epoch.
In the judgment of Dr. Keith, this fossil was quite
modern in structure, and if the deposit which yielded
it be truly pre-glacial, then, obviously, we must place
the origin of the human race far back into Pliocene
times. Writes Professor Gregory:—

“I1f the Ipswich man lived before the deposition of
the boulder clay, he would be older than the Piltdown
man. From the arrangement of the bones the body
appears to have been buried in the cramped position
used at Neolithic burials; and after inspection of the
site | feel bound to agree with those who hold that it
was a Neolithic or later tomb. If the skeleton had been
laid naturally in the position where it was found before
the deposition of boulder clays, the agent which deposi-
ted that material would probably have swept it away.”

There are, therefore, sound reasons for concluding
that the Ipswich skeleton is really post glacial, and
that the deductions previously drawn from the Pilt-
down skull are as reliable as the imperfect nature of
the data will permit. In Palaeolithic times man was
abundant in France, although the old Stone Age
population of England was scanty. Later Neolithic
man, however, was well represented both in England
and Scotland, as also in Denmark and Scandinavia.
These were the wander years of the human race, and
its journeyings and temporary settlements were de-
termined by climatal considerations as well as by
plenitude or scarcity of food.

So far as we at present know, a wide period of
time separates Palaeolithic from Neolithic man.
Traces of a possibly intermediate people have been
detected in France and elsewhere, but few authori-
ties regard the man of the New Stone Age as the
direct descendant of the Palaeolithic savages of
Western Europe. Neolithic man is usually regarded
as an invading race that entered into the territory of
the expiring Palaeolithic people. These Neolithio
newcomers had attained to a far more advanced
stage of culture than their predecessors. Their tools
and utensils were superior in every way. They made
most excellent pottery, they kept domesticated ani-
mals, and possessed the rudiments of agriculture,
though they did not disdain to eke out their plant
foods with fish and other edible animals. Although
metals were as yet unemployed as tools, gold was
esteemed for ornamental purposes. The more primi-
tive cave shelters were now abandoned, and Neolithic
habitations were ereoted on piles driven into the
beds of the lakes. These(file—dwellings wsre con-
nected with the shore by drawbridges. The art of
navigation was also theirs, and they possessed large
canoes whioh they fashioned from the trunks of
trees. The burial customs of this period point to a
belief in the survival of the ghosts of departed men.
“Tools and broken pottery were placed with the
corpse, and they were broken, so that the spirits of
these implements might be set free, and accompany
their owner to the spirit world.”

The succeeding Bronze Age denotes another ad-
vance. The discovery of metals had now been made.
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The people of the Bronze Period hardened a6
melting tin with it, and the resulting alloy—Jar
—provided them with a metal of particular T
ance. Stone tools and utensils were now disa
ultimately even by the least progressive, &8
beautiful bronze imlolements of this epoch abm
testify. The knowledge of the malleability of
discovery of far-reaohing importance to the “
race, was yet to come. At least, so most &
legists believe. ik
This conclusion, however, has been dhalieCo
has b8en objeotedthat the preparation of hroo j(
laborious process. One of its constituents,
rare metal, the sources of tin in Europe being
oally confined to Cornwall and Saxony, wb»0 ~
wall appears to have furnished most of the ®
the various countries through prehistoric an "ji
historical times. Copper was more plentifn' j»
is urged that it is almost unthinkable that
men could have become expert bronze-worn™”
they had gained considerable aptitude throng In
experiences of more easily manipulated met» ' j£
contention that the use of iron preceded ,”
bronze is negatived by the entire absence'
implements in the earlier bronze deposits. }
worth noting that the Mexicans and Peravi® iy
still in their bronze period when discovers
Enropean invaders. ifc
An ingenious attempt to meet such awkffa
has taken the form of the theory that, a3 ir° |
ments perish so much more easily than hr il
traces of their former existence have “*
Still, the stains left by rusted iron should Ajif
some marks, but these have been sought for (fi
And, to crown all, the bronze implements fl
ously copied from the flint implements
seded. By whatever stroke of primitive g&P f
man overcame the hard task of preparing = ~
that he did surmount the difficulty there
evidence to prove.
The compromise between these conflict 8 Jm
favored by Professor Gregory is extremely V
In arid areas, grains of iron ore are fregqn®I™ v
in sands and gravels, and they invite
through their metallic appearance and
weight. Now, the African Negroes prepar
a far easier method than any available t®"»
historic peoples who utilised bronze. Aleo> '
Age in Africa was immediately succeeded oy , &
iron, while the Enropean aborigines i
muoh less easily prepared bronze owing to )
of surface iron, At a subsequent stag® efi
E&?m fhawre] been intWoduged rinto — iy ;f
rica, or for that matter, it may have bee . ,iis,.
dently discovered in each region Aol TR
are at least certain, that with the
prehistoric times were fast a_
and the periods of history and tradition
ushered in. >p.
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Thomas Paine and Am®'¢%
* i
Thomas Paine was one of the founders of tbO ~ y
of America ; was, in fact, the prime mover in ~ W~
ment of the great American Republic. Had i \[*1 JF
his great efforts in liberty’s behalf, it is quite a™ gl
that to this very day this land would have r0
British rule. .y, m
Thomas Paine wrote and published in Jan ly
earliest plea for American independence. -atjS jJAIr
pamphlet entitled, “ Common Sense.”
appearance of Paine’s masterly argument ytSi A
separation and resistance, the American C°J° u"P
standing the impositions of Groat Britain (u"
ations, etc ), had thought only of supplication V,;
to Georse 1. for relief. Desnite Gin British m [n
continued obduracy and the fact that eacn *
was followed by another, and that he turned a 9t
appeals, the Colonists still hoped on, with neV ]
rebellion. Even Washington, at this time, 0X” M-
to the king. .2
Like a thunderbolt from the Bky came Pn* and’ 8
argument for liberty. It electrified the people
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iR "'ritto wildfire through the country. No pamphlet
Woe or » 8 *n B va™ numbers, nor did any ever
°aVl alWi?0 Pro~uco such marvellous results. Paine
Gareoflin » ~Daucal proceeds of the pamphlet to the
Nehinot N laa ~d with all of his other works).

9 *R°w.convortod, wrote to his friends in praise
W g@h\b@ QEEtiNY. that Paine’s "vvordﬁ were
AR god DPRRRRIAGIE YeasBRIAY. )
kit _wankhin, Magdisen, all the great statesm@msof
"1P® "Wote praisefully of Paine’s “ flaming  awakened
: sikmanikhs after { Common Sense ha* * . the

aParnLit@ Beclaration of Independence, ethbrating tH3
A >*ents of Paine’s great pamphlet, and m b

girding, was signed by the committee of patriots i
To
r ““egreat Revolution commenced a*“onc,’ T Hu/ ofpisRRED
took up arms at a great disadvantage by r
¢®Hood, clothes, money, and munitions of~a”n, »
p'.'~ by the forceful message of Il Com

bravely ﬁr'i'aq/\iéil. When winter set in, however, th

fe MTORIAY, NOukiged tikile army had been greatlyj re-
, Niietarnb6iiS Oy desertioms froff its ranfsotpMmatsy af

i>era Were,shoegess, nd Ie” bl° 7, ba\f.hearted
8. ered |jfig of fareR. Al WeFe but half-hearted
Gpw toost Bhnl, imany utterly HigBAdEAGEYI \ashiugwyu
G ane, in *

PPreliensively concerning the situation to the
logo’s army6 mGanE‘mo (himself a soldier with General

"¢ rpal,- Q fotreas from Foph Let! nsay,
in V\Il\aw realisimg ’tlﬁo njecesé?ty oE a njo cause
»h ope and courage in the solare™. * « » nigbt

(e B of 871 LRI Y s, gommencing

Sld.lggegﬁga{ﬁetlmes that try mens &uls. The summer
the™ ule.

sunshine patriot will, in this crisis, shrink
ip’l deeervQV @ of their country, but he that stands it
mradbv KB £le love and thanks of man and woman.
I3 "onanllc hlell, ia not easily conquered; yet we have
clori tloOn whh us, that the harder the conflict, the
nGeateen LB i.h° triumph. What we obtain too cheap
|Ryits valr® “*®htly;> it is dearness only that gives every-
tji>aas good heaven knows how to put a proper price
Artide ge fr,,,and It wauld he strange indeed if so celestial

H N unatmi ‘o sheu'd not be highly rated.
Q\HEF@G the Crisis to be read aloud to every
VN jn :be “>mjx.  Vime eflect was magical, e was
B 7rybreast. Deserters returned to Eﬂg%ﬁk&
half-heartedly withheld from jeining the
[ii/.Itttd y “*Pk courage from Paine’s thrilling wards, and
t-, bririir _ahots with the rest. The great causg, {g{{gﬂﬂg
HRdigdo i “lssolation, was SWEH. Paind’s Crisis dM it
<SR- i 2 RATE RUPBEF 8f the crisis cammie 'othisrs—
PiJl ttmi | 38 commencing with

was “f J™ed men’s souls are over.”
eeIBiQctly a n.y a great author and statesman, but he
' To bj Ploncor, an originator, an inventor and
M¢  >dess and\ are indebted for many of the world’s
thU Pmposrd 7i°8t imPortant reforms. It was Paino
0. tfl to B,., be abolition of negro slavery ; Paine
«™»,,.*"Ually nr°eSt arbitration and international peace ;
S ~ B6af e dold'agO pensions,

uintep « i9°ber greatideas he fathered : Ho
thj&ited .cE cbildrenanf’ml CPyri8ht: first proposed tho

1n Poma gteat rcrmi |- tbe poor at public exponso; first
liNGieliSsd lithe ~ bbo of all the nations of the world;

;. »Qtaf“ll of hum,,a0-v for the people ” ; first _suggested

¢ »Q}& ,E’D'te"@amty *’; grst prOpOBOtj auj flsr3(l)QNrote

animals8?. A“ otica ! first suggested pro-

the Bn 7*8>first suggested justice to women ;

h the Federal™ 300of *be Louisiana territory ; first

Ve etal Un.on Of States.

tb * * *

W68 natTnOl)Il haa »Ruored this brilliant mind,

a @ all jmapiy,au, been branded by bigots and

Vj. Sot hti'Oetbinkor ab.e obloquy. He was called an

to >,lev® in R’ a blasphemer, simply because ho

(5 drion0,affegorical ° ° ? traditions which to-day are

O 0D . al*an(E which few intelligent minds

Sifl to ij, a World’»

n °~s Pa;n £rcatest men have paid tributes of

S® Bt 1 and their testimony is worth re-

the words:

u™ at a banquet, “ Every city
N s’tUGto you.*’

_Bauthtalent of tn« n®-" Hero of Now Orleans,” and
~»in?Posiapl@, JWjr  United States, said to tho vener-

< 8 ‘bo SHertton, of New York, upon the

L /W lon of a suitable monument to
' ectea iIA'NO

nmoxifa 8 ® monument made by hands; he

nient in the hearts of all lovers

11?7 ssvidl AndrO13 erect a |
1” ek
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of liberty. The Rights of Man will be more enduring than
all the piles of marble and granite man can erect.”

George Washington, first President of this great Republic,
in a letter to Thomas Paine, inviting that author and patriot
to partake with him, at Rocky Hill, wrote:—

“ Your presence may remind Congress of your past ser-
vices to this country, and if it is in my power to impress
them, command my best exertions with freedom, as they
will be rendered cheerfully, by one who entertains a lively
sense of the importance of your works.”

Major-General Charles Lee, of the American Revolutionary
Army, speaking of the wonderful efiects of Paine's writings,
said that “he burst forth on the world like Jove in thunder.”

John Adams said that Lee used to speak of Paine as “ the
man with genius in his eyes.”

Joel Barlow, poet, patriot, and statesman, and an intimate
friend of Paine, wrote of him as follows:—

“He was one of the mo3t benevolent and disinterested of
mankind, endowed with the clearest perception, an uncom-
mon share of original genius, and the greatest depth of
thought.

“ He ought to be ranked among the brightest and undevi-
ating luminaries of the age in which he lived.

“ As a visiting acquaintance and a literary friend, he was
one of the most instructive men | ever have known. He had
a surprising memory and a brilliant fancy. His mind was a
storehouse of facts and useful observations. He was full of
lively anecdote, and had an ingenious, original, pertinent
remark upon almost every subject.

“ He was always charitable to the poor beyond his means,
asure protector and a friend to all Americans in distress that
he found in foreign countries ; and he had frequent occasion
to exert his influence in protecting them during the Revo-
lution in France. His writings will answer for his patriot-
ism.”

Thomas Clio Rickman, author, poet, biographer, writing of
Paine, said:—

“ Why seek occasions, surly critics and detractors, to mal-
treat and misrepresent Mr. Paine? He was mild, unoffend-
ing, sincere, gentle, humble, and unassuming; his talents
were soaring, acute, profound, extensive, and original; and
he possessed that charity which covers a multitnde of sins.”

Thomas Jefferson, third President of the United States,
and co-author with Thomas Paine of the famous Declaration
of Independence, wrote to Paine in 1801, tendering him a
passage to the United States from France, in a national
vessel. Jefferson’s appreciation of Paine may be noted in
this paragraph of his letter:—

“1 am in hopes you will find us returned generally to
sentiments worthy of former times. In these it will be
your glory to have steadily labored, and with as much
effect as any man living. That you may long live to continue
your useful labors, and to reap the reward of the thankful-
ness of nations, is my sincere prayer."

James Monroe, fifth President of the United States, in a
letter to Thomas Paine, wrote as follows:—

“ It is not necessary for me to tell you how much all your
countrymen—I speak of the great mass of the people—are
interested in your welfare. They have not forgotten the
history of their own Revolution, and the difficult scenes
through which they have passed; nor do they review its
several stages without reviving in their bosoms a due sensi-
bility of the merits of those who served them in that great
and arduous conflict. The crime of ingratitude has not yet
stained, and | hope neuer will stain, our national character.
You are considered by them as not only having rendered
important services in our Revolution, but as being, on a
more extensive scale, the friend of human rights, and a
distinguished and able advocate in favor of public liberty.
To the welfare of Thomas Paine the Americans are not,
nor can they be, indifferent.”

Let us reiterate the hope expressed by James Monroe,
that the crime of ingratitude shall never stain our national
character. It is time indeed that the world awakened to the
merits of Thomas Paine.

—Ella Wheeler Wilcox, “Lest We Forget."

Among the trophies of “ Self-Denial Week,” the Salvation
Army exhibits two postal orders for 27s. 6d., found in an
envelope in the pocket of a British soldier killed in the
trenches. The soldier was converted last September, and
had collected the money to send to tho Army. We are
not quite sure as to the moral that is supposed to be
attached to the story. It looks as though the soldier's
conversion to Salvationism ought, in some way, to have
saved his life. Anyway, ho doesn’t appear to have benefited
by the process, as he is dead. Or tho postal orders ought to
have stopped the German bullet. Clearly something ought
to have happened ; and wo feel that the Salvation Army
authorities haven't risen to the occasion. What did happen
might have occurred to any Freethinker—except that the
money would have been destined for a more useful purpose.
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FREETHOUGHT PUBLICATIONS.

Liberty and Necessity. An argument against
Free Will and in favor of Moral Causation. By David
Hume. 82 page«, price 2d., postage Id.

The Mortality op the Soul.
With an Introduction by G. W. Foote,
postage ia.

By David Hume.
i.6 pages, price Id.,

An Essay on Suicide. By David Hume. With
an Historical and Critical Introduction by G. W. Foots,
price Id., postage id.

From Christian Pulpit to Secular Platform.
By J. T. Lloyd. A History of his Mental Development.
60 pages, price Id., postage Id.

By M. M. Manga-
16 pages, price Id., postage id.

The Martyrdom of Hypatia.
sarian (Chicago).

The Wisdom of the Ancients.
A beautiful and suggestive composition.
from la. to 3d., postage Id.

By Lord Bacon.
86 pages, reduced

A Refutation of Deism. By Peroy Bysshe
Shelley. With an Introduction by G. W. Foote. 82 pages,
price Id., postage id.

By Peroy Bysshe
16 pages, price Id., postage id.

By Col. R. G. Ingersoll.

Life, Death, and Immortality.
Shelley.

Why Am | an Agnostic ?
24 pages, price 2d., postage id.

Bible Studies and Phallic Worship. By J. M
Wheeler. 186 pages, price Is. 6d., postage 2d.
Utititarianism. By Jeremy Bentham. An Impor-

tant Work. 32 pages, price Id., postage id.

The Mistakes of Moses. By Col. R. G. Ingersoll.
Only Complete Edition. Beautifully printed on fine
paper. 136 pages. Reduced to 6d., postage 2id.

The Essence of Religion. By Ludwig Feuerbach.
“ All theology i3 anthropology.” Bichner said that “ no
one has demonstrated and explained the purely human
origin of the idea of God better than Ludwig Feuerbach.”
78 pages, price 63, postage Id.

The Code of Nature. Power-

By Denis Diderot.
ful and eloquent.

16 pages, price Id,, postage id.
Giles’ Apostolic Records. Price 8s.,

postage Cd.

Biographical Dictionary op Freethinkers—
Of All Ages and Nations. By Joseph Mazzini Wheeler
355 pages, price (reduced from 7s. 6d.) 3a., postage 4d.

A Philosophical Inquiry Concerning Human
Liberty. By Anthony Collins. With Preface and Anno-
tations by G. W. Foote and Biographical Introduction by
J. M. Wheeler. One of the strongest defences of Deter-
minism ever written. Cloth, Is.; paper, 6d., post Id.

PAMPHLETS BY C. COHEN.

An Outline of Evolutionary Ethics.

postage Id.

Socialism, Atheism, and Christianity. Price id.
postage id.

Christianity and
postage id.

Price 6d.,

Social Ethics. Price

id.,

Pain and Providence. Price id., postage |d.
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THE BIBLE HANDBOOK

FOR FREETHINKERS AND ENQUIRING CHRISTIANS.

B?

G. W. FOOTE and W. P. BALL.

NEW AND CHEAPER EDITION
Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.
WELL PRINTED ON GOOD PAPER AND WELL BOUND.

h Paper Covers, SIXPENCE—Net.

(Postage I£d.)

In Cloth Covers, ONE SHILLING -Net.

(Postage 2d.)

ONE OF THE MOST USEFUL BOOKS EVER PUBLISHED.
INVALUABLE TO FREETHINKERS ANSWERING CHRIST? %3

THE PIONEER PRESS, 61 FAREINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.O.

PIONEER PAMPHLETS.

Now being issued by the Secular Society Ltd

No. | BIBLE AND BEER. By G. W. Foote.
FORTY PAGES—ONE PENNY.
Postage: single copy, Jd.; 6 oopies, 1£d.; 18 oopies, 3d.; 26 copies 43. parcel post).

No. Il.—DEITY AND DESIGN. By C. Cohen.
[A Reply to Dr. Alfred Russel Wallace.)

THIRTY-TWO PAGES—ONE PENNY.
Postage: Single oopy, £d.; 6 oopies, I£d.; 13 copies, 2Jd.; 26 oopies, Id. (parcel po3%'

No. IlIl.—.MISTAKES OF MOSES. By Colonel Ingersoll.
THIRTY-TWO PAGES—ONE PENNY.
Postage: Single copy, $d.; 6 copies, I£d.; 18 oopies 2£d.; 26 oopies, 4d. (paroel post)-

IN PREPARATION.
No. IV_CHRISTIANITY AND PROGRESS. By G. W. Foote.

No. V..-.MODERN MATERIALISM. By W. Mann.

Special Terms for Quantities for Free Distribution or to Advafl(6
Societies.
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