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'‘Ouse 2 never be a sanctuary in every private 
I  ̂ there never be a time when every mother

Pnestess of her children and family ?
W . S. IiANDOE.

A Stupid Question,

very
the

^  Max tv,
Popni Er ERT0N *8 a nove^st who enjoys a 

®*Pte8sioQ ^ke ratber better sense of cue
a ^ndau d ■ *8 a P°Pular novelist. Acoording to 
i «rUoiafv t9̂ °Jr*at of March 21, which publishes 

* ays beo, ba“ bes before me, Mr. Pemberton “  has 
f^e 0f a.n author who has kept his hand on the 
, condit;S81n̂  events.” This is, I may presume, 

greai °n .?* popularity; for I imagine that a 
th on —wbether novelist or not—keeps

s 6 ^toria, , 8 Pn*se °f permanent events,” to vary 
v.jjr aa iu°U °?y> an  ̂°oly cares for passing things 
it S8 arA Rostrate these. For really great 

r̂if¡n-C0ncern8  ̂ permanent issues, and a 
J *  8Qy d “ >ay find his material in any age or 

jPpeal tn n w*úb *be ooosequence that his work 
°i h :ag. 77 a 7 wbo Possess the capacity of under- 

zrlnijet or Lear may be said to take note 
k. Pulse nf00 8̂’ bu  ̂ f'beir author had his hand on 

a«d r permano.nt realities. That is why 
Ot|i *»°t a infaIi?re. abve to-day, and their readers

ana r permanent realities. That is why 
a \rl u'r^‘t6 abve to-day, and their readers 

p8ê y  on  ̂ b̂e pussing events that were 
&̂]°Q8e(lnemi «P8are frustrate his theme. 

gr6a? îth tae “  popular ” writer, whenever he 
N> k .  ^mental issues, always does so at a 
Pa8aj So the v, °1a° n°t—at least he usually doe3 not 
tent? 'uterAat ,oi treating things that are of 
C(1W  ' ^or in ii°n y aa though they were funda- 

ii°Q80es3 ? ea?y for him to write without the 
‘V ^ t h ia  Buh,:avinS a special public in his eye, 
W v  ln a 0i,,f .lc Wlb exP0ot him to say certain 

PopulA,-? Way> That. again, is a conee- 
cn â °Pied u f X. ^ av*nS created your publio, 

^  Uit scandal ° bn<* yoa treating passing events 
iDt̂ nr,a8 thonob Vf *asbi°n in dress, or a popular 
LtQin v6’ you ar« tbey W0re of transcendental im- 
*tanw eb*nd. YComPolled ever after to lead it— 

Qeastoin an^0a bave created an impalpable 
, pj-°reation are ^raggcd along at the heels of 
Nu a8?.lt°rial eni«
'vSt j., ltcle entifi ?y above oited occurs as heading 
iNtin- ^ad that I " Christianity Survive the 

call a stupid question. It is aS'QiCk Un tllat no Rf>_ '7** “  Himpia quesmon. ic 
'tdih eeasibiB S1“ f0 person would ask, and one 

uua1̂ 8011 Wot,id answer, save by way of 
0yer in,. .°ner °f his folly. No one but atk?‘cy, n V0r itnn„r“ 01 ut nls folly, ixu one out a 

eVc5̂ era 9ertain if,,00 ^ at this War will kill Chris- 
^  nts>” inrQttl the v!raB may be •drawn by Free- 

to iii ^ as from other “  passing 
V ! tot > i t y ,  bQf a®trate or enforoe their attaok

a11- The Freethinker 
Oro  ̂ Wb>. *a ^ ar en(d Christianity. 

>t aft.e  ̂ or th ^ave affeoted the interests 
W C & 4 that? A°rAed ; bafc religion ? Why 
Mr!1 tke i^tians, tcu- as this is a family quarrel 

^ > i i > e 8t ;Woblob0ver member of the family 
•(a§ retum th i ristianity are secure. The 

unks to God for the victory, just

as either side now thank him for a successful 
engagement.

For my own part, I repeat what I have said before, 
that, far from expeoting the War to kill Christianity, 
I am prepared to see Christianity benefit by it. If 
religious ideas were the products of highly civilised 
times, then I should feel that they must suffer by a 
prolonged war. But they are not. Religious ideas 
are inherited by a more civilised generation from a 
less civilised one. And as the period immediately 
following a great war has invariably been a period of 
retrogression—and even more certainly so for the 
victor than for the vanquished—I am prepared to 
see that Christianity will take advantage of the 
general reaction to strengthen its position. One can 
see that being done already in the attaok made on 
criticisms of the religious position on the ground 
that they are of German origin, and in the shrieking 
of a certain order of journalists for the boycotting of 
everything that is German when the War is over. 
How great the reaction will he, or how long it will 
last, are other and different questions; but I feel 
that not less vigilance, but greater vigilance, will be 
needed on the part of lovers of real freedom after 
the War is over than was needed before it com
menced.

Mr. Pemberton has the usual facile contrast of the 
“ Gospel of Jesus Christ” with the “ Gospel of 
Potsdam.” This may be all very well for a popular 
novelist; but to one who does not aim at being 
popular, and who cares more about right than being 
fashionable, the contrast has no reality in fact ? 
What is the “  Gospel of Potsdam ”  ? It is obviously 
the gospel of brute force. And what is the gospel 
that is being practised in Northern France, in East 
Prussia, and elsewhere ? Never mind the ideals or 
aims of the respective belligerents. Grant that we 
believe in the “  Gospel of Christ ” (our enemy affirms 
his faith quite as strongly), what is the Gospel that 
is being practised all round ? Is it anything other 
than the gospel of brute force ? With what are we 
meeting German guns and German armies if not 
with other guns and other armies ? And are we not 
priding ourselves that our men and our guns are out
classing the enemy ?—that is, we are exerting a 
greater and better-directed foroe than they. And 
what sort of gospel are we preaching in the Dar
danelles ? If a warship that throws a ton of explo
sives at a range of fifteen miles is not preaching the 
“  Gospel of Potsdam,” what is it preaohing ?

I am not arguing that we ought not to crush the 
“  Gospel of Potsdam ” ; I am not arguing that Prus
sian militarism is not an acoursed thing, and that 
the earth will not be the better and sweeter for its 
disappearance. All this I readily grant. I am only 
arguing that in war we are meeting Potsdam with 
Potsdam; that it is a trial of engineering and 
chemical skill and human endurance, and so trying 
to put an end to this undiluted nonsense about 
opposing the “ Gospel of Potsdam ” with the “ Gospel 
of Christ.” We are meeting foroe with foroe; we 
are bound to do so, and we shall continue to do so 
until reason, and not tho relative strengths of arma
ments, decide the relations between the “  Great ” 
Powers.

Mr. Pemberton not only believes that Christianity 
will survive, but he believes it will be strengthened. 
As already said, from one point of view, I am inclined
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to agre8 with him. Bat his data leaves ms uncon
vinced and a little suspicions. He says:—

11 Nothing impressed me more during a recent visit to 
the firing line than the fervent devotion of people and 
soldiers, and the absolute renaissance of faith both in 
France and Flanders. The churches are in ruins, but 
the people pray. In Paris you can hardly find a seat in 
the Madeleine or St. Roche or the great bascilica of 
Montmartre.”

Now, wa have heard much o! this rebirth of faith, 
but I must confess that it leaves me a little sus
picious. For, like miracles, the renaissance of faith 
always takes place somewhere else. At first it was 
here in England, but cold facts have compelled the 
clergy to pipe a different tune. And if the War has 
not led to a “ renaissance of faith” in England, what 
reason is there for expecting it should have that con
sequence in France? It seems far more probable that 
Mr. Pemberton, with his “ hand on the pulse of pass
ing events,” went to France prepared to receive 
certain impressions and, naturally, got them.

A more scientifically minded man than Mr. Pem
berton would have inquired as to the proportion of 
people who pray now and who prayed before the War 
commenced. He would also have been careful against 
assuming that because two or three of the churches 
of Paris are crowded, therefore, there has been a 
revival of religion. I have been myself in the 
Madeleine when to even stand was uncomfortable 
owing to the dense crowd. But I did not jump 
to the conclusion that this meant a revival. If 
Mr. Pemberton had gone to other than two or three 
prominent Parisian churches, or on special occasions, 
it is extremely probable that he would not have found 
them crowded, and might even have found them as 
empty as usual. In any case, other observers than 
Mr. Pemberton are not so impressed by the revival of 
religion amongst the Allied Armies. I do not know 
that anyone except this gentleman and an odd clergy
man here and there have said anything about it. And 
others who have been at the Front, with scores of 
soldiers writing home from the Front, tell quite a 
different story.

Mr. Pemberton is vastly impressed by the sight of 
clergymen fighting in the trenches and, perhaps, 
administering absolution to their dying comrades. 
“ How many a French soldier, the sweat of blood 
upon his face, has not heard the words from the 
lips of the comrade by his side ? How many a one 
has not breathed his last message into the pitying 
ear of the priest who fought with him, and yet 
has never forgotten that he was a priest ? These 
are great facts in the 3tory of the world, and no 
mere Philistinism can alter them.”

Well, but whatever the weight of these facta, they 
are as prominent on the German side as on ours. 
There, too, the German soldier dies with the name 
of Christ on his lips, and the priest—if there be one 
— gives consolation and absolution to the dying man. 
Piety on the one side is met with piety on the other. 
Potsdam lacks piety no more than it lacks cannon; 
and it is likely to exhaust the stock of the latter 
long before the former gives out. German, French, 
and English pietists are all telling the same tales, 
and they are ail equally true—or equally false. And 
the troth is not hard for thoughtful people to discover. 
In the first shock of war, the slovenly religions were 
driven to pay more attention to their religious exer
cises, and hard pressed pietists seized upon this to 
gloat over the collapse of Freethonght, as they have 
done many a time before. Then things began to 
settle down, and it was “  business as usual,”  or 
poor business as usual, with the Churches. The 
City Temple, for example, starts with a full church 
for a daily intercession service, and now shelters a 
congregation of about a score. This is exactly what 
intelligent people expected would happen, and they 
are under no delusion about the general effect of 
the War on Christianity. They do not think that 
the War will kill Christianity. It will survive this 
War, as it has survived others. Religions are not 
killed by periods of reaotion, or by overpowering 
outbursts of primitive passion. They are only de-
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stroyed by the slow growth of civilised intelljg03̂  
Of oonrse, if the people were all genuinely piv1
and thoroughly rational, the War might kfii W. . . . .  . j ¡¡Hi
religion—only if they were genuinely civics0/  ,t 
thoroughly rational there would be no relig100 
kill. Ci COHE11'

The Gad that Failed and Fails.
+ , fh3 FrfiIn oonneoticn with the annual assembly ot ^

Church Council there occurs what is call0 ^
Council Sermon, preached by some W0ll-kn0  ̂ ...

‘ ■ “ • MaQ°ĉ
lO>t

representative 
the appointed

minister, 
preacher was

This year, at 
the Rev. T.

Williams, M.A., of Menai Bridge, one of to iLjist 
eloquent ministers in the Welsh Calvinistio M0t ^  
Connexion. There is no need to point oat tn , it 
Church of which this gentleman is so brill19̂  ^  
ornament is perhaps the most strictly or^ ° . 0 I1 
Bibliolatrous in Great Britain at the present t> 
is a Chnroh literally founded upon and guide8 0 j! 
Word of God. Every article in its Confe091̂ .  
Faith is supported by numerous Soriptnr^ jje
enoes, which used to be known as proof-texts. t 
majority of its preachers base their argum0̂  i!1.
and draw their illustrations from Holy ^ rl' { p  
Williams is an exceedingly well-defined typ0 ^, 
Welsh Calviniatic man of God. He is °r Qf tbe 
eloquent, and eminently loyal to the Bible- 
truth of this statement his Council Sermon f0‘ (¡¡itf 
an apt example. There is presumably a v,  ̂ fpj 
report of it in the Christian World ”  e$  
March 18, Its title, “  Meroy Revealed in Jed» $  
is a faithfnl reflection of its text, “  I f  tbf 
return to my place, till they aoknowlc/S îlf 
offenoe, and seek my face ” (Hos. v. 14)- ' $ff
admit, at the outset, that no discourse ^0# 
worthier of its text and context, or mere 
tically in harmony with the Calvinist creeo* ,0S jjt 
hasten to add that this it is which const! 
chief fault. We are in opposition to its êa0 ¡(¡¡00s 
exactly the same reason that we are in opP03 $  
that of the book on which it is foun 
Williams may be of opinion that “  tb0  ̂ W  
value ” of Old Testament stories is of v8_'n 0®tanfafcti>iimportance; but, of however little impor 
may be deemed to be, it is beyond all doub  ̂
reverend gentleman treats them as if they 
torical events. He traces the history of 13 .¡L 
Egypt to Canaan, touching upon the P11̂ ^  for‘.V 
the wilderness that lay between the two. j 
years’ wanderings in the sands of the 00 9
have entailed an enormous amount of 0U“ gl 
misery, but they were also redolent of big8
Mr. Williams says :—

“ No nation since tho world was 
this pooplo had lived for forty years,

made
They

h

for everything on the direct intervention
b d f ,  

n i
The food they ate and the water they u .
clothing, came as direct gifts from heaven 

All that is found in the Bible, the only ^  ¡¡¡^ 
thing about it being that a twentieth cenj 
eduoation regards it as history. Manna. i°‘ ^
is still to be gathered in the Sinai P0Ql^S0 ti03 {i>- 
was doubtless much more plentiful in old0 of m 

Now, the Israelites were but a bran^ j,y • 
Semitio race, and at the time contemp1 
address under discussion by no means 
tho other branches. Hosea prophesied 
tribes which ceased to exist soon after 0$ - 1 ..
722 B.C. the Assyrians carried them i°^ fl8s0if $

,j ot
tt0 ¡0

b' 3 rÆ jî

and they became lost to history. Wo 8,00 j8r®0 wt® 
Semitic students that the religion "
not differ essentially from that of 
and the Amorites. All the Canaanite0 /  \\>i y 
theists, though nominally eaoh tribe il gi0' $  
Deity. Israel remained Polytheistic to if  j f
Judah until after the Babylonian oaF po^( 0tUUltH until tliUtli tuo JJtlUyiUiiiCJ*-* - ~
have the authority of the late Profe000* g/ K y  
Smith, as well a3 of many living 8 . 0
statement that religiously, or theolog103
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nor Judah can honestly bo said to have stood 
n'gher at tho end of the eighth century B C. than 

!“eir neighbors. Consequently, Mr. Williams’s amm- 
êraion oa tho theology of the Canaauitos cannoj 

ai® fch9 sanction of criticism, 
ye now come to Mr. Williams’s own theology, 

p lch wo declare to be as false as that of the 
,.lnaanit8s. He tells us that the God who speaks 
v r°aSb the prophets “  speaks in his love ” ; buj uoes 
or s ,Pe 8Wor9 that he could not give Ephravm up, 
'deliver Israel. He is made to exolaim passionately, 
! wiU not execute the fierceness of mine anger, 1 

ani no£ r0̂ arri to destroy Ephraim; for I am God, 
“anot man;. Yot hQ d5d abandon Ephraim, and 

A  •  ̂ out Israel’s name from the list of nations. 
Cl? ln> Jehovah is represented as saying : “ Ephraim 
, P̂ sseth me about with falsehood, and the bouse 
1 Israel with deceit; but Judah yet ruloth with 

titJ a.nd is faithful with the Holy One.” By the 
j-, 3£ Isaiah, Judah also was out of heaven s favor,
a„ ^ ef etniah and Ezekiel repeat Jehovah’s oharges 
Ĵlnst it. Yea Tr.;i~u U-JJ 3----1---- 3 8-i.- «nati. Yes, Judah had developed yil

on, a people laden with m',cl ' -a7Q have no 
.Ders, children that deal oorrupo y. romaming

to follow the history down > P potter with 
Rories until God is compared to P make

« .  the clay, loom the > <mto t o -  
®0 part a vessel unto honor, and , bis

t T ’ «• what if God, ^ th
tnn ’̂ and to make his power kno > uQto do-

l^S-suffering vessels of wrat Q tbg riChes
^tion, and that he might make a ^  be afore oi bis « w  npon vessels of meroy, v?hicn u

thoT‘ea onto glory, even us, whom ho called, not irom 
only» but also from the Gentiles? ’ Has Mr. 

Gud 1113 £he temerity now to assert that whenever 
enCt.“?Ga,ba he speaks in his love, or is he audacious 
^ltimV0 roj®ot the teaching of Romans ix. 19-^4 ■
thia 5 % .  then, according to St. Paul, it oomes to „/• ‘tat h\,~ — - - - inuanl ITj comes El _ „  ~  —> a iW O U l 'U lU g  C O  D b l. * T f l W S  i *
M ’̂ a t the overwhelming majority o e big
w  £hat God’s wrath might be she  ̂ves3els
si ^  m&de known, had been fashione 1 , J£ew
m a^b fitted unto destruction, while y band 
¿ S  Were vessels of meroy p r j a r ^  beforehand 

Is it St. Paul, or M r. Williams, wno
C fe s e n ts  God, or are they both guilty o

C e bold that they have both fallen hopelessly into 
n C w r o£ speaking for a being of whom they know 
0 ly »«thing. As a matter of fact, each has 
C f ^ y  different God from that of the other. St. 
any ^°d is a heartless monster, as u n . . gMr 
^[. Potter working in unconscious clay, wni
5 f c 8’8Doity sentimental weakling, a oontra-
ot t t  . n ter“ 8, exhibiting the blind suhmissiveneas 
the k ;lnaniniate clay rather than the sovere a ?  , 

Potter; but both are equally impossible and 
3,nra’ Tbe Christian Heavenly FathM, as 

PettSteaby Mr. Williams, is but a mere pupp ^
a mock drama on. a mVmi „ ,  b f t h e  pulled bither and thither a j , w y a *0

«1 °£ bis own hands, to whom be ■ b
lt> I shaTi ^together at your disposal. If y • in 

your hearts and dwell therein mÜPPti
% I of

\f J ^«arcs ana aweu vaerem m
-  toe^T ?uUMfor ever; bnt i£ y°a do aofc 

datv y°0 to d’riffu n°b trouble you any longer, but 
$1 ^hor« pu y your own weight into the onter 
PWiijg ■" With «?•3hal1 be weePinS and gnashing 
b'̂ aeif °vor in K. 13 conception of an impotentI f  - i w r  j n  1 .  "  " V U U O J J O I U U  U S .  t i i a  X U L l^ iU l iO U U

£ o£ the fnii . mi“ d, Mr. Williams delivers 
l"iG°d neve ° w£n8 inept platitudes :—

>!•** hito„.r paT0s a people until they have first of 
llQ' ApaVn n never leaves but those who have 

hQ ,ledeujpy ' .G°d will not leave even those until
iefle ‘6aye bin,. lp “peloas......God only leaves those
loss. i.Phon ia v,^.,od will not leave those until their

'eft

?.‘?e tlic " U1 Hot th T ^8;uu, when their case is hopo- 
^  atnnlf, n,00 ' oavQ them immediately : ho will 

ttw' I win Warning. h 0 will i n iK— ‘ -----—
still ho does 

udon this natic 
1 lingering lovi 

the n ^ T aoued in haste.’

that -tof w'h g0°’ ' ! ar1n‘£l8' He will tell thorn for a long 
i u i f5 8°ics L  stU1 bo doos not go. Tho God

o giv ' sUeh is ?.on this nation was in no hurry
^5°b Up the ahafj bngering love of God. He will 

abandoued in haRt0 »
°ffioial inoseage of the polpit to tho

last meeting of the National Council of the Free 
Churches, and a more jejuna message could not be 
imagined. It vividly reminds one of the preaching 
one was familiar with ia Wales fifty years ago; and 
if reports are reliable, it was enthusiastically wel
comed at Manchester two weeks ago. Every world 
moves except that of the evangelical gospel. No 
wonder religion is steadily decaying in Wales under 
the crushing burden of superstition it imposes upon 
those who were once simple enough to shoulder it. 
it. A few weeks ago, Dr. Horton argued that the 
War was included in God’s plan, and we agreed on 
the assumption that Dr. Horton’s God existed; but 
Mr. Williams puts the case differently, thus :—

“ It would be a Pagan and unscriptural idea if I were 
to suggest that God, in his providence, has brought 
about this terrible War in order to teach his fear to the 
country, hut I do say this, the War being upon us, the 
schools of God are working full time ; we are being 
gradually taught, and some things we were forgetting 
are coming back to our consciences.”

The chief thing we were forgetting was heaven, and 
the things upon which onr minds were being fixed 
were materialism, luxury, sport, and pleasure. “  We 
are already getting oat of that,” Mr. Williams ex
claims. Are we ? How ? Now mark, according to 
the reverend gentleman’s tacit admission, not by 
setting oar affection upon God and Christ and im
mortality, but by enthroning self-sacrifice where 
luxury used to reign ; but with all due deference we 
beg to submit that the spirit of self-sacrifice has been 
awakened within ns not by the call of God but by 
the imperious need of the country. Fighting in the 
trenches to-day, and lying slain nnder the sod, are 
many Atheists, who have sacrificed themselves as 
readily and thoroughly as the most ardent believers 
have done or are doing.

What we aver is not that God is now leaving 
Europe, but that God has never been in Europe, but 
only the belief ia him, which, having no reality 
behind it, has, oa the whole, done very little save 
harm. An impotent God, a God that fails, is infi
nitely worse than no God at all, and the belief in 
him, if at all fervent, cuts the nerve of effort and 
kills self-respect and self-reliance. His promisss are 
never kept, and his threats never executed. What 
we want to get rid of is not God, but the belief in a 
God that has never interfered in human affairs, the 
God who is preached now as the Lord of Hosts and 
now as the Redeemer of the World, and what we 
need to acquire is faith in the potentialities of good 
and progress lying as yet asleep in the depths of our
own nature. J. T. Lloyd.

Borrowed Plumes.
-----» ---

D isr a e li, when proposing that the House of Com
mons should attend the funeral of the Duke of 
Wellington, delivered an oration on the great soldier, 
whieh excited universal admiration, until it was dis
covered, within a few days of its delivery, that the 
language was, almost word for word, identical with 
that of an article, attributed to M. Thiers, whieh had 
appeared nearly thirty years before on Marshal St. 
Cyr. The press and the publio were loud in their 
condemnation of Disraeli, who made no answer. The 
Times wrote an article to prove that, strong though 
the likeness of the speech was to the original article, 
Disraeli had no intention to plagiarise, and summed 
up by saying that “ it is one of the evils of a well- 
stored memory that a man cannot help quoting.” 
Most of the papers declined to entertain the argu
ments of the Times, and the Examiner carefully 
summed up the situation in a witty epigram :—

“  In sounding great Wellington’s praise,
Dizzy’s grief and Ilia truth both appear,
For a flood of great Thiers he let fall.
Which were certainly meant for St. Cyr.”

Disraeli, of course, has his champions ; but illustra
tions of apparent plagiarism form very interesting 
reading. Authors of repute often reproduce the
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thoughts of other men. This may happen because, 
in some cases, the same similes, thoughts, expres
sions, and phrases may suggest themselves to two 
writers, living at different times and in different 
countries. Here are a few among the best known 
of the examples of literary thought transference. 
At the close of the sixteenth century Henri Estienne 
(1594) wrote “  God measures the wind to the shorn 
sheep.” This thought reappears in the pages of 
George Herbert, “  To a close-shorn sheep God gives 
wind by measure.” Later on, in the eighteenth cen
tury, Laurence Sterne, in the Sentimental Journey, 
gives this familiar idea its most artistic form, “ God 
tempers the wind to the shorn lamb.”

Everybody knows and quotes Gray’s—
“  Where ignorance is bliss,

’Tis folly to be wise.”
But few knew that, before then, Matthew Prior had 
written:—

“  Prom ignorance onr comfort flows,
The only wretched are the wise.”

Another quotation from Gray :—
“  Full many a flower is born to blush unseen 

And waste its sweetness on the desert air”
was anticipated by Charles Churchill:—

“  Nor waste their sweetness in the desert air.”
One of Tennyson’s moat delightful lines in Locksley 
Hall can be traced back many centuries :—

“  A sorrow’s crown of sorrow is remembering happy things ” 
was put into words in earlier days by Dante:—

‘ * There is no greater sorrow 
Than to remember the happy days 
In misery.”

The same idea occurs in Chaucer’s Troilus and 
Creseide:—

*■' For of fortune’s sharps adversite 
The worst kind of infortune is this,
A man that has been in prosperite 
And it remembers when it passed is.”

Beaumont and Fletcher put it more concisely :—
“  To have been happy aids to calamity.”

Tennyson makes one of his characters say:—
“ I am a part of all that I have met.”

Byron expresses the same thought in Childe Harold-.— 
“  I live not in myself, but I become 

Portion of that around me.”
Shelley, too, in his elegy on Keats sings :—

“  He is a portion of the loveliness 
Which once he made more lovely.”

One of the sweetest old poets, Herriok, writes:—
“  Gather ye rosebuds while ye may.”

Many centuries before, the unknown writer in 
the Apocrypha had written :—

“  Let us crown ourselves with 
Rosebuds before they be withered.”

Butler, in his Hudibras, says :—
“  For those that fly may fight again,

Which he can never do that's slain.”
This also occurs in Ray’s History of the Rebellion :—

“  He that fights and runs away 
May turn and fight another day.”

The same idea occurs in Erasmus and other writers, 
and is to be traced back to the dawn of human 
history.

A little-known writer, John Norris, speaks of—
“  Angels’ visits, short and bright.”

The same simile appears in Blair’s “ Grave,” and half 
a century later Campbell gave it the form, familiar to 
everybody:—

“  Like angel visits, few and far between.”
When Milton wrote in Paradise Regained :—

“ The childhood shows the man, as morning shows the day,” 
he probably inspired Wordsworth’s :—

“  The child is father of the man.”
The universally known French saying :—

“  It is the beginning of the end,”  
commonly attributed to Talleyrand, has a strong like
ness to the passage in Shakespeare :—

“  To show our simple skill,
That is the true beginning of our end."

But we cannot give every bird of literature his proper 
feather. There is no need to excuse anybody. As was

wittily said of Broome, the poet who helped 
with his translation of the “ Odyssey ” :—

“  Pope came off clean with Homer, hut they say  ̂
Broome went before and kindly swept the way. _

Perhaps one of the best things said on the sCTtjV 
was Charles Reade’s witty rejoinder to a Pâ 'a 
accusation of plagiarism, “  I get my milk fr0 
hundred cows, but the cheese is my own.”

Mimnebm®8,

Christian Apologetics.

The Rev. A. M. Fairbairn  (No. 2). 
Continuing his arguments for the historicity  ̂
miracles ascribed to Jesus Christ in the Gosp  ̂
Principal Fairbairn says that in criticising the P® 
life of any distinguished man we require to *  ̂
amongst other matters: (1) the race he con)09  ̂
(2) the place he is born into, (3) the fft®11̂ oC 
descends from, (4) the time at which he arrive0 
the scene, (5) the education ha has received»
(6) the opportunity which his time offers. of

In order to form a just estimate of the oar0e ^  
3uch a person, it would be well, of course, u?a 
foregoing circumstances should be known a ad 
into consideration. Applying these tests to .  ̂
Christ, we find, according to our orthodox ^  
(1) that Jesus was a Jew, one of “ a very sma1 .s0(j 
a section of the Semitic family, intensely V ̂  
by their Roman conquerors, as well as w ju 
Greeks ” ; (2) that ho was born and brought 
“  the narrow and retrograde ” province of f*® ŝ 
(8) that “ Jesus was a worker bom to toil,” ja0 "! 
called “  the Carpenter or the Carpenter’s 9 ¡„j 
(4) that Jesus was born “ at a time of 
and depression” ; (5) that “ Jesus lived, not 
Greek, not knowing letters, never having ^  
and (6) that Jesus had no opportunity of rai8l®»j.jjtti 
self to eminence, “ his public life was brief'" 
years at the outside, perhaps less.” . tbe

All these statements are true, according 
Gospels, except perhaps that respecting Jesa® o0 i= 
“ not knowing letters.” In Luke iv. 16—20, ¡̂t
represented as reading from the Book of Is 
the synagogue at Nazareth. It is, howevs > ^i 
probable that the Jews, in their synagog^^ ¡¡¡ef 
from the Hebrew or Aramaic version of the 
tament, and not from the Greek Septuagio0, 
any case, we must put down this narrative j9o0< 
Third Gospel as unhistorical; for, in the Q0sfe 
it is not found in Matthew or Mark, which ^  
were derived from the same souroe as Lnk0 
in the next place, there was no city in Gain0 
Nazareth. Luke probably took the story fr 
apocryphal Gospel. g ̂

Continuing his argument, Dr. Fairbairn 0a> ¿,0
“ And what is the result ? Where didst 

Jesus of Nazareth, thy dream of a Unive*08 ̂  y » 
Did you get it in Judea from the men w ojj“  | 
God was the God of the Jew, and of the ^
....... And thy place, what did it give *h of j
glorious dream of liberty, that splendid vi ,̂ ce %
city of God....... Did it come from his own
fam ily?....... Then what comes of the tin*1B ^Dtt‘̂ j j
discover in his speech any dreams of 0 e get sJl
humanity ?....... And education ? Where d«* ¿̂¡1 i £|
make him free ? Opportunity? Why it ti
he did. He achieved all in spite of being Wfft
it. There then he stands. Will yon exp ft
these conditions ?,....... You tell me that a ^ 1 ¡«
a man, that a myth can change a v?0 o0 b9' ft
you, you dream....... Christ lives, then, ana 1 $
measure him not simply by what he <fi“  i
flesh, but what he does when in the f r  &3 
meaning we have read into him is <3ivlB 
divine, full of holiness and faith and gr"f 
then, may I now say that Jesus was g9, j
You cannot explain him by any natural co .ft1 j

Thus, we see JeauB, a poor pennile08 /  
Jewish parents, brought up in an 
province, amongst a people the most °r 
superstitious of any under the Roffift0
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Who ntf e?ucation and withont influential friends, 
t0 ’ “^withstanding all these disadvantages, rose 
distin ln.en00’ and became the greatest and most 

Peonage the world has ever known. 
CaPDed •1S *n.8xPbcable Jesus was even more handi- 
apDg ln bis career than oar orthodox Principal 
a3 I vS “° have had any idea of. In the first place, 
goverbave mor0 than once contended, no Roman 
any0nnOr tWonId have permitted, even for a single day, 
etas e.w“ ° bad set himself up as a miraole-worker, 
at iara tea°ber of a new religion, to roam the country 
v*e\v ®8f an  ̂ harangue the common people with the 
*h0 0f taking converts. Every such innovator 
before e?re  ̂’n Palestine had his career cut short, 
a?a>ns(WK- ^e“ un> by “ horsemen and footmen ” sent 
0ne a b”  the procurator then in authority. 
8»matj°cb, self-styled prophet, who appeared in 
connjjen T r%  bofore the time Jesus is said to have 
by Pilfit0e<̂  manastry, was suppressed in this way 
later R e~~aa were also four other pretenders by 
called .J118?* gov0™ors. In the next pjace, if a so- 
the eat °ki- oam0 Judea, and preaohed against 
8ct'b>ea a i ' í 6d Jewish religion, denouncing the 
ritiea aj.Q̂  Pharisees, and setting the Jewish autho- 
been 8t0 08^anC0> such an innovator would have
Pfoc upon the spot, ^ h ou ttrou bU n g  the 
i ‘uourator to eend troops against wv,i0h it is 
5 * 0 !  Stephen (Acts vii. 57, 58), m which

"They cried out with a loudarn^cast'him out of 'jpon him with one accord; and they
‘he city, and stoned him.” ,,

^ h e r  true or false, this narrative c o r r e c t ly ^
how the Jews of the aposto ■ e(j

e acted had any nondescript prea pharisees 
J  a ?ord against their priests, scribes, or Pharisee 

¿gainst their religion. . .  Tocria Kavs:—^incipai Fairbairn, when eulogising Jes , ?
‘‘ He satirises the Pharisees, he satirises  ̂ JuPaism]

^  men who lived within the limits - wretched
âwn into conformity with their own poor and . 

and miserable ideals.” ,, fVlQ4-
S n r  Principal appears to have forgotten that
¿ e V t a  of their Judaism’ ’- t h a t  is j®  eay^the

n'c ritual—is tn u""
s

their rs stated to have been given to them> s C 1 y  ,  - - - - - - - - - - -  « w  J u t M i v o  U U O U  g f V O U  O U  U U D U 1

In'“ ®verv fu akW0k’ aQJ given for all time, and 
to ®̂itv ti,bSr nabaon in that ago offered to their 

how 9 8ame kinds of animal sacrifice. With 
a k̂aH<,Rev8L> t*° J03us “ satirising”  the scribes 

668> here is a sample
*0t Je comn!° you’ scrihGs and Pharisees, hypocrites 1
......ye mnifS!\8-ea anJ Iand *° mako one proselyte, and
y°Qtselvetl 6 twofold more a son of Hell than 
rypocrites, 1' V*W°° UQto you, scribes and Pharisees, 
, choutwn y° are i'ke unto whited sepulchres, 

o mP;.ni y aPPear beautiful, but inwardly are full
.P“9 °f thems. ̂ ones' and of all uncleanness......Ye are
f s measnvf, t ‘  s'ow the prophets. Fill yo up then 

i\Tv’Petf' i,. ° Jour fathers. Ye serpents, yo offspring 
If J Matt‘ * i i i 7 ^ a11 y00a«apo the judgment of Hell?” 
I c e f oree • ’ 27, 31— 33).

easUyCg wbat Fairbairn calls “ satire,’ 
tk have, ri . ^  a m0r0 appropriate name 

b̂ifna “ scrih? evU0hce, apart from tho Gospels, 
htae? s®pnlpk^s BnJ Pharisees ”  were hypocrites, 
% t[laQ.Jo8enie3’ or 80ns of Hell. Tho Jewish 
iV a !?0’ and h r3’ may be instanced as an historical 

a Thr p770,3 certainly not a man of this 
h < ?ft6lyi0aaRr 3pel Pl?ari80es appear to belong 
br, ini u n°w tu fi?  sP0caes of the genus homo. 
vanta ltbairn._ i, "b.0 grand argument advanced by
8  t f t8, bnder w h i e h ^ 8’ in  6pifce o£ a11 th e  d isad ' 

yerv u; , k0 was born, had raised him- 
0®lf ho„. ohest uositinn. and. hu sn dnino

ah6teW f beóomeSr eat- poBÍtion’ and’ by  E0 doing ’to m S - aJ ni.raole. To this I have but 
0! ¿  ü0r r

f i f í !  Í > » | *

.-y Wo-"“ 4 to mat'' “  “n ^ ol0- To this I have but 
i iaa eR?bt, 0lJ 0 : Before this argument can oarry 
abo„„?‘ tha n 0Vi apologist has to show that tho
n ab iiia.bJsr ¿k 3 was an historic personage who 
tto^irrr0’ Harn,3 l7lsa,Ivantages named, and also 

Qf fk ab°Wed k • 0 Tetrarch, and the Jewis 
^^Qb ft1106 year°lEQ to .g0 about tho country for 

Pe°ple, aaa8’ orating and haranguing the 
followed wherever h9 went by

great multitudes. Until this is done his argument 
is not worth the paper on which it is printed. 
Toward the end of his book our Principal says :—

“  But now, what is the evidence for his miracles ? 
Ah, that would take me a long while to discuss, but I 
will just simply say this to yon. Can you take the 
miraculous narratives out of the Gospels and leave any
thing behind ?.......The Pharisees did not deny the
wondrous things he d id ; they only tried to make him 
seem the doer of deeds at the bidding of an alien
power....... The very enemies of his faith confessed the
reality of his works.”

Principal Fairbairn has adduced no evidence for 
the Gospel miracles whatever: he appears to think 
that assumptions, such as the foregoing, will answer 
the same purpose. In this he is mistaken. We have 
no evidence that the Pharisees or any other 
“  enemies ” of Jesus admitted that that personage 
had worked miracles. Does not our Principal know 
that the writer of the original Gospel could make 
the Pharisees, or any other of his dramatis persona, 
say or do whatever he pleased ? We know of no 
Pharisees who “  did not deny ” that Jesus wrought 
miracles: we only know that in an anecdote found 
in the first three Gospels (Matt. xii. 24, Mark iii. 22, 
Luke xi. 15) some imaginary “ Pharisees” are made 
to say that Jesus oast out demons by the aid of 
Beelzebub, the prince of demons. This silly story 
was taken by Matthew, Mark, and Luke from a more 
primitive Gospel, whose writer is unknown. We are 
thus unable to say who was the fabricator of the 
original story, save that he probably belonged to the 
sect of the Nazarenes. It is simply ridiculous for 
Dr. Fairbairn to contend that Jesus must be divine 
because he achieved success in the face of so many 
and great difficulties, unless at the same time he is 
able to show that Jesus had really done so. For 
myself, I am firmly convinced tha.t no historical 
Jesus ever went about preaohing in Palestine at all, 
unless he was one of the self-styled prophets who 
were put to the sword as soon as they showed them
selves.

Principal Fairbairn says : “  You tell me that a lie 
can make a man, that a myth can changs a world. 
I tell you, you dream.” Here it is the Principal 
himself who dreams. How, may I ask, did Mohammed 
(a.d . 622) make a name for himself ? Was it not by 
a lie, or a long series of lies ? How, again, did Ann 
Lee (a .d . 1780), who claimed to be a second incarna
tion cf Jesus Christ, make a name for herself ? Was 
it not by much lying ? And are there not some 
thousands of her seot—the so-called “ Shakers ”—in 
existence to this day ? How, once more, did Joseph 
Smith (a .d . 1880), who became the founder of the 
“ Church of the Latter-day Saints,” make a name 
for himself ? Was it not by wholesale lying ? And 
are there not something like half a million of his 
followers, who believe all the nonsense in the Book 
of Mormon, still in existence to-day ?

As regards the present-day Christian religion, the 
founder was not Jesus Christ, but the self-consti
tuted apostle Paul. Moreover, the first body of 
Jewish Christians, who formed the Churoh of Jeru
salem, that is to say, the Nazarenes (Acts xxiv. 5), 
were soon after the middle of the second century 
branded as “  heretics ” by the Gentile followers of 
Paul, and after the fourth century the sect was heard 
of no more. It was thus Paul who made a name for 
Jesus, not Jesus himself. Our worthy Principal is 
therefore wrong all along the line.

Abracadabra.

Voltaire onco said that he hoped fleas would be self- 
supporting in the next world, and the clergy have been 
hard pressed to find a plausible reason why a benevolent 
duty permits these nnd similar parasites to afflict the human 
race. Mr, Arnold White, writing in the Referee, says that 
the wounded soldiers 11 are suffering from the unspeakable 
misery of being badly infested with lice.” Cannot tho clergy 
petition the Throne of Grace to mitigate this peculiar form 
of loving-kindness.
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With all the zeal of a recent convert, Mr, Bottomley 
pursues his crusade for a new religion—the main tenet of 
which appears to be the hanging of all the Germans pos
sible and boycotting the rest. In the new Sunday Pictorial 
h e  pursues his crusade with a quite bewildering display of 
alliterative piety. It is, apparently, a caso of the “  Demon 
of Despotism ” versus the “  Deity of Destiny,”  and Mr. 
Bottomley is all on the side of the Deity. Mr. Bottomley 
assures his readers—with an eye on the more advanced 
section—that the “ Pow er” before which he bows his head 
in “  reverent homage ”  is no tribal deity. And then— with 
an eye on the less advanced section—he switches on to more 
talk about the War being “  God’s audit,”  etc., etc. We do 
not, says Mr. Bottomley, prefer any “  national claim to his 
favor ” ; we cry, not “  God save England,” but “ God defend 
the Right.”  This is charmingly modest; but as Mr. Bot
tomley spends three columns in assuring everybody that 
England is in the right, and he has before given us to under
stand that the Deity will be neglecting his duty if he doesn’t 
look after us, there really doesn’t appear any remarkable 
difference between the two cries.

We may be inviting the wrath of heaven, but for the life 
of us we cannot help preferring to Mr. Bottomley’s pseudo- 
pietistic Jingoism the sentiment of a lady who had lost her 
husband, and whose words were quoted by Lady Selborno in a 
recent letter to the Times. The widow had lost her hus
band in the Good Hope, and she was told that she was 
avenged, as the German vessels had been sunk in turn. Her 
reply was, “  That only means more sorrow elsewhere.”  We 
are degenerate enough to think that there is a temper shown 
here of which any nation might be proud. We raise our 
hat to this unnamed lady.

“  I remember old John Bunyan,”  etc., etc., says Mr. 
Bottomley. Of course, anyone can call John Bnnyan “  Old 
John Bunyan ” — as though he were a street-corner loafer or 
an aged coal-heaver— if he pleases; but we submit it is not 
in the best of taste—except in war-time. Still, that is not 
quite so bad as Mr. Bottomley quoting a yard of his own 
“ poetry,”  and concluding with the line :—

“ And purified our spirits in seas of human blood.”
That really is the limit, both for poetry and sentiment.

The thing that puzzles us is, why does Mr. Bottomley do 
it ? Surely it is unworthy of him, entering into competition 
with the ordinary evangelist. And on that game, we warn 
him he is bound to come off second best. We will pay him 
the compliment of saying that we do not think he is built 
for that game—certainly he is capable of better things. And 
surely the case for England is strong enough, and the case 
against Prussian militarism bad enough, for anyone to dis
pense with all this pulpit nonsense about “  God’s Audit ”  and 
the “ Deity of Destiny,” etc., etc. There is nothing to which 
the public will respond more quickly than a plain, straight
forward appeal, one that is based on a common danger, 
appealing to common sense, and in the name of a common 
betterment. With men of smaller calibre than Mr. 
Bottomley, we might smile and pass on. But Mr. Bottomley 
is capable of better things, and it is a pity to see him enter
ing into competition with peripatetic evangelists. And if the 
people of England can only be raised by Prussian domination, 
by appeals that, are studded with meaningless or ridiculous 
phrases, then we, too, feel inclined to say, God help us 1

“  The day of peace is one when every man should go to 
Holy Communion,” says Mr. Stephen Graham, the well- 
known journalist. We fear most of the newspaper pen- 
pushers will be conspicuous by their absence.

“  It is the reign of the War Gods,”  writes a Chinese 
journalist, Justino Kong Sing, in the London Evening News. 
What lends irony to the remark is that one of the “ Gods ” 
is termed “ The Prince of Peace,”

“  During the War the Salvation Army has been as active 
as any other,”  says T.P.’s Weekly. We should like to hear 
the opinion of real soldiers on this mattor, for the flat
chested warriors of the Salvation Army would never get to 
Berlin unaided. ____

The New York World has been putting to European pub
licists various questions regarding the probable consequences 
of the War. A number have replied, and their answors

show that the cult of the prophet is still a large one. 
those we have seen, we confess to the greatest liking 
roply of the Duke of Rutland, which run3 :—

“ Some of the questions can only be replied to by 
Almighty, and I am doubtful whether he has yet roi 
his mind upon many of the subjects.”

Perhaps he is awaiting more decisive results before a1*0 
festing a decided opinion on the matter.

There are many things in print that might have 
expressed differently, a3, for instance, a review 
Salvation Army Year Book in T.P's Weekly, which B „y 
“  This is a stirring little book that will surprise a good ^ 
of our readers.”  Wa3 the editor thinking of the ®al 
Bureau statistics ?

A modern novelist says “  the world cries out for 
men who have been down to hell and up to hea 
Surely the Christian world is meant.

. AflflflB1
Wonders will never cease. Delegates to the , 

Council of the Evangelical Free Churches were vreloo ^  
Manchester by the Lord Mayor, who is a Roman ârnJjBt3 
In the spacious days of Queen Mary, the Noncoujo 
would have been “  butchered to make a Roman holiday'

Lord Mayor McCabe, the Catholic Mayor of Man0 
in welcoming the Free Church delegates recently! ^  
Church of England dignitaries now permitted Terf
the dead. Petitions to the throne of grace must o 
numerous just at present.

the oflftThere have been various religions theories as to . ¡¡¡- 
of the War. One is that it is God’s way of showing d is 
pleasure with the Disestablishment of the Churchi in 
Another is that it is duo to our desecration of the “ ®a ft! 
But Bishop Gore disclosed to a Birmingham auaion (^  
real inwardness of the War. “ We believe,” he say8̂

fit;
God has a purpose, deep and far-reaching, tkrou0 

And then he lets the cat out of the bag' bo . .. 
ag^

War.”  ____
before this War began the nation appeared to 
asunder. There was the imminent war of Labor ,,} 
Capital. There was the women’s movement r . j relâ  
all lengths. There was civil war threatening nf c o <  
The call of the War struck us into unity. ^ oO0̂ 1? 
this m aybe so ; but it is rough on all the otbor c jjr;ti=h' 
engaged in the conflict. To preserve the unity of theJtecb , 
God didn’t mind arranging for the slaughter of haD ft3 
thousands of French, Russians, Germans, and otbe* • jt- 
was God’s purpose—according to Bishop Gore. & 
pulpit increases in stupidity almost daily.

-----  OD ^
Six and seven months ago the phrase constantly 

lips of Christian leaders was, “ Behold, a nation * V ¡bp, 
or, “ Behold, the people are giving up their scept>c ^  Q0i. 
materialism, and their frivolity, and coming bac*{ 9 ̂  
For a few weeks, it almost looked as if the exelarna^ J 
true; churches and chapels were crowded; r.u®, s jjst j 
triumphantly shouted, “  Rationalism is a thing oi nnny, ? tj 
intercessory services were started all over the 
were attended by overflowing congregations; and „ 
generally rejoiced over what they believed to be  ̂ c0$up. 
refreshing from the presence of the Lord.” ^̂ pal3 
has already got out of that. Churches and câ ices s| 
rapidly emptying, and even the intercessory ip  ̂
longer attract the people. When they were in3 “ (¡a 
the City Temple, London, the building, wlaic«  ̂ f-piS 
thousand people, was scarcely large enough Je),ageS ” "

-  a . V  „ 0

\ rt
eager worshipers ; bat to-day the attendance a? » 
ton to twenty. The nation is on its knees n° ’ ibe 5 ¡i 
even the God of Battles any longer patronised' ^  qo1 ^ 
phecies so confidently indulged in by the 1X10:1 ¡¡¿8$^ 
August and September are being conspicuously 
the events. __ ^1

Mr. H. G. Wells says in the English ReW6̂ joe, K  
vigorous daily bath, a complete stoppage _ o* ^0%. 
spirits, and tobacco, and two hours’ hockey i°  1 
— such a regimen would probablv have saved the ■- 
■■ ................  —  " .those **■the vituperation of the Hebrew prophets—th jl3ve 
infinite mischief.” How the prophets vf°aLtb- 
Mr. Wells’s prescription, especially the daily B

c$]

, list of 'If anyone ever sets to work to compile a n»“ pt 
words, “  instinct ” should certainly find a 
placo. It is a perfect “  Godsend ” to lazy 
haven of refuge for superficial ones. It . 
satisfying to say that people have an “ *BSt

not'
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»¡J , 3  other—much easier than trying to puzzle out
j ey this, that, or the other, iu this cheap way

N  c Pr°virled with a lengthy cataloguo o£ “ instincts ” 
bei;evp°Tet almost everything that ho says, or does, or 
"i»stin'fii 6 kave beard I* sa'd that a certain man had an 
¿thet« ôr Parliament. Absurdity could hardly go 
!e* ¡n5i-dan that. As a matter of fact, man really has very 
is Indeed, his superiority to other animals lies
»hieh j *ka  ̂ ko baa a greater capacity for acquisition, 
iteato, i only another way of saying that ho possesses a 
d e g r e e  of adaptability.

War 1 Chaplain-General White was at the Front recently 
at Chalkwell Park, Westcliffe-on-Sea, and officiated at divine 
service, which was attended by regulars, volunteers, special 
constables, and the public. No casualties are reported.

Readers of newspapers appear to like their religious news 
gilded with a touch of worldliness. This is how a popular 
London periodical does it : “ Early summer dresses and 
costumes were the order of th9 day at the Hyde Park 
church parade.”  The paragraph was headed, “  Crocus 
Sunday Crowds.”

The above was suggested by an answer given by Mr.Arthur Sn ~ " 6 __Co^o„ parSe°n to a series of questions put by the Christian 
0n the supposition of a future life. Mr.

1 but with! ba believes in a future life,
not19 a matter of instinct, not logic.”  Now, we hope it

' be COnai^-oA ______»Jl „ - .
in i,7u“ ue considered offensive if we say that this answer is 
O p t i o n  of what has been said above. Mr. Spurgeon 
C 3'o r  believes that ho believes—in immortality, 
truth 3 3  every attempt to give adequate proof of the
fill, *s belief, or even to demonstrate its rationality,*  t t r ''Pori

he concludes that it is not a matter of 
— , we agree with him. But hereupon Mr. 

.uu concludes that as he does believe iu a future life, 
A[e,i,lu 13 not a question of logic, therefore, it is an instinct. 
Se ®arfifcl thinker would jump to no such conclusion.
( w f , ask himself the rather obvious question, How ao 1
>6lS0n J 10l(T a belief wVnr-h r-pnnnt ho oaf.ohliahod hw f O
Sti‘iQcfc11 belief which cannot be <̂ te^ssum e^M n- 

.He would then discover thaj - inherited
«¡J.L. 18 nothing more than an illustra conclusions
i tl«8’ W.hicht00k its 8tand in. the m‘ 8tv ± en nerSetuated, PittWPulmitlVQ ancestors, and which havo b P P veBted
• g .3  ignorance and partly by the activity of vestea

The War-fever must be spreading, for reeeutly a news
paper headline read “ Fight for a Graveyard.” Usually, 
men fight pretty hard to keep out of a cemetery.

The writing of “  God Punish England 1” on letters and 
postcards from Germany is ridiculous, says the 1Frankfurter 
Zeitung, and shows a lack of common sense. Wo agree; 
but war itself i3 a ridiculous business.

It seems to bo quite impossible for the clergy co speak or 
write truthfully, lying to the glory of God being a long- 
established Christian virtue. For example, Professor Clow, 
preaching at Aberdeen the other Sunday, is reported to have 
said that human life “  is either a straggling upwards towards 
God or moral decline.”  That is a lie, stamped as such in 
China, Japan, and among millions of Buddhists throughout 
the world, as well as among thousands upon thousands in 
Christendom who attach no label to their names. Neither 
Hebrew nor Christian Theism has ever, as such, possessed 
the power to elevate people morally. Professor Clow ought 
to learn to tell the truth when he preaches.

officers ought to know a little t h e o l o g y they 
caw-,. the soldiers for Church Parade. P ,
iZ S a lis t .a ^ -----------  ’ ' -prvuiQg.i. 7” ior (jnurcu raraae. a  capsain was
“‘‘‘'ate T> . '  and a man was absent. “  Does anyone know 
P ^ed  U”®lns’ religion,”  askod the officer. “  Yes, sir,” 

0116 °£ the non commissioned, “  He’s a Plymouth

expected that thorc would be a 
•jv,: kves saved by means of the Bibles giv , 
v ^ - la U o n s . T h l latest sto.y c o m ^ o m  g g » * ^->«»luus. The latest story c 

'ste the chaplain stated that 
a bullet “  aa far as the Psa 

ad taken three protecting texts.7 *>~3% as far as the Psalms, from which his 
protecting texts.”  This is eminently 

- shou^3 3 °  S08gest that persons giving Bibles to 
¡.iJfj of moia_ select those containing concordances and
Plei

The
tQncb safer.

volumes will bo thicker, and the

A- J- Waldron, Vicar of .St, Matthew’s^Church, 
*ait(i 1 bas been ent»a°ed in an active recru o , ,

Let us hope S a t  he has been more successful m
$ Sô *ers than ho was, in the old da> i 

of life’s little_ ironies that on the wall of an 
1 Or !°v 8cav°yard a poster should bo displayed, 

* R u l i n g  an ’  ~

ôau qj .
" & pfPOcesainl111!^  a* Magdalen College, Oxford, makes 

1°3oPhp>-n l° UCibeiief. He admits that Jesus was 
ProP°nnding a system of ethics,”  nor “ a 

'!k tep.^ore, ther(,°3n _Itdos for the guidance of society.”

and Country Need You.”

j d8s of j „  aro several and contradictory versions of 
3  “ ^ Alatt>aic hi3 and must be remembered that he 
8h be c.a,lbot a l« Was re?orted in Greek, with the result 
^ i a ^ - o r a l  snro that we know precisely
h S  insectlr ? S tel1 3usf what he originally meant.” 

% !  f,060 erect 3 ndat¡on upon which the Christian 
tae Sermon ' Without an entirely new transía

la ; on the Mount is practically worthless.

' ^-heosophists, Jews, Atheists, Angli- 
m .O, aaS ¿all ” f-i°r ,c amicably together in the work of 

iLpgion ¡a s°cial kas been opened in Bow, East
Wi'o 18 hot inK 3 r°‘ Why shouldn’t they ?—so long

^ r  it is a curious fact that 
Am Ocoj , (piuctfov, f°5 a social or humanitarian end,
"ligt.Tet th;at‘ng at i-.If ro!‘gion drives them asunder, and 
 ̂a N  0Qh9tant h °iher like 80 many deadly enemies. r,f ,ttlCQ 0a,. and universal experience hasn't the 

btoiberhrTliStnpid chatter about religion acting 
uood. etc., etc.

«io olor.Sí do
r*sk their lives in the great European

The heading of Mr. R. J. Campbell’s sermon in the Chris
tian Commonwealth for March 17 may be regarded as an apt 
example of his method of dealing with Scripture. The text 
is Luke xiv. 26, in which hatred of one’s nearest and dearest 
relations, and even of life itself, is laid down as an essential 
condition of Christian discipleship, and the title, “  The Hate 
that is Love.” The absurdity of such a heading iB seen the 
moment we begin to think about it. In Matthew x. 26, Jesus 
is represented as saying that “ he came not to send peace, but 
a sword ” ; and if Mr. Campbell were to preach ou this text, 
he would, if at all consistent, entitle his discourse, “ The 
Sword that is Peace,”  or, “ The Variance that is Harmony.” 
The principle involved is a thoroughly pernicious one. As a 
matter of fact, hatred is not love, war is not peace, and this 
is a fact which no amount of sophistical reasoning can alter. 
The hatred recommended by Jesus divided families, broke up 
homes, and to show that this was what he really meant, he 
added, “ And a man’s foes shall be they of his own house
hold.”  A frank avowal of this would completely subvert Mr. 
Campbell’s gospel, and so he takes the trouble to explain it 
away. Cowardice and sophistry have always been attributes 
of the pulpit. ____

During last year the loss of Sunday-school scholars re
ported by the Congregational Union of England and Wales 
amounted to about 10,000, a fact which causes the Council 
of that Union unspeakable distress, but a fact that gives rise 
to great rejoicing to ail those over whom reason holds sway. 
Intellectually and ethically speaking, the Sunday-school has 
done more harm than any other religious institution.

From America, tho land of tall buildings and tall state
ments, comes a story of a New York salesman who is said 
to have memorised the Bible after eighteen years’ study. 
If true, it is an amazing waste of tim e; but wo should like 
to tost this Now Yorker with some of tho crack-jaw 
chronologies. ___

Millionaires are very like ordinary men, although jour
nalists try hard to put haloes on these fortunate persons. 
The press has been pouring adulation on Mr. Andrew 
Carnegie for his cheerful and witty replies before the Com
mission on Industrial Relations, now sitting in America. 
Asked what his business was, Mr. Carnegie said, “  My busi
ness is to do as much good in the world as I can. I have 
retired from all other business.”  This has a very familiar 
ring, for a hundrod years earlier Thomas Paine told tho 
world that to do good was his religion, and Ingersoll said 
the same thing many timeB. Yot our Merry Andrew gets 
the credit. ____

A lecture announcement at Westcliff-on-Sea stated that a 
minister was about to speak on “  Among the Gipsies with 
George Borrow.” We thought that Borrow had travelled 
further than Gipsyland by this time.
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In the last issue of the Eastwood (Essex) Parish Magazine, 
the Vicar, the Eev. F. B. Johnson, refers to the letters home 
from the Front from the soldiers, and adds: “ One censor 
whose occupation is to read a lot of these letters was a 
sceptic, an Atheist. But in letters he came across so much 
evidence of the belief of the writers in a Savior of the soul, 
as distinguished from the body, that he was compelled to 
think. He is no longer a sceptic.” What a happy circum
stance that this censor did not have to edit the letters of 
the Indian soldiers, for in that case he might have become 
a Mohammedan.

The Salvation Army has held another “  Self-Denial ” 
Week, and the fairer soldiers in its ranks have collected 
money from the general public at railway stations, principal 
thoroughfares, and outside theatres, music-halls, and public- 
houses. It seems to ns that the whole thing represents the 
“  Self-Denial ” of the British public, rather than that of the 
“ Blood and Fire ” Army.

Lunacy statistics, as contained in the last published 
reports of the London County Council Asylums Committee, 
show that the increase in the number of lunatics under the 
Council’s care during 1913 amounted to 262. This is about 
half the increase of the previous year, although since 1890 
the number of lunatics under the Council’s charge has about 
doubled. Naturally, this is called an increase of insanity. 
Statistical gourmands, who swallow figures without digesting 
them, are fond of parading such returns to prove that the 
nation is growing progressively insane, and that, unless some 
drastic change is made, general insanity or annihilation 
looms ahead. And, they say, there are the figures 1 An 
average growth of over 500 per year in the Metropolitan area 
alone. Does not that prove a vitiation of stock ? And how 
can that keep on without producing deplorable consequences ?

Certainly there are the figures, and figures cannot lie— 
they can only mislead. And these figures do not. let us say 
for the moment, of necessity, prove that the stock is becom
ing vitiated. Consider one other item in the Asylum Com
mittee’s report. During the year, 905 patients were 
discharged as “  recovered.”  What does “  recovered ” mean ? 
It certainly cannot mean the destruction of the insane dia
thesis ; and, as a matter of fact, somewhere about 30 per 
cent, of those discharged in one year as “ recovered ” are 
usually readmitted within the following two years. So that 
part of the admissions resemble the parade of a stage army. 
All that “  recovered ”  means is that the patient has become 
sufficiently normal to assume responsibility for his own con
duct and for the management of his own affairs. But some 
proportion of the cases discharged come well within the 
years of possible parentage. And we know that many of 
them do become parents during their periods of liberation. 
Some of the available figures on this head are simply stag
gering. Now, if we go back a period of, say, fifty years, we 
find that nothing like the same proportion of patients were 
discharged from asylums as “  recovered.”  And this number 
diminishes as we work backward. Doctors did not know 
enough of the nature or condition of insanity to effect cures. 
Once a man or woman was taken to an asylum, the chances 
of recovery were small. People were ignorant, and the 
methods employed were brutal. No condemnation of these 
methods can be too strong, and no one desires their revival. 
But they did prevent the perpetuation of the stock which 
possessed the taint of insanity. And it is this that contains 
the key to the whole problem. Modern knowledge, modem 
methods, have destroyed the means which earlier genera
tions ignorantly practised for the elimination of the insane. 
We confine the insane for a time, and then liberate them to 
perpetuate the taint. There is no proof whatever that the 
stock is affected by a progressive insanity ; the only evidence 
given is that the insane stock, under modern conditions, is 
able to perpetuate itself with comparative freedom. And we 
too often forget that elimination in one form or another is the 
essential condition of progress in all directions.

“ There never was a time when ladies were more scantily 
clad than during the past year,”  says a fashion paper. 
Heigho ! This looks as if the story of Eve and the Garden 
of Eden was being consigned to the waste-paper basket.

Children sometimes make a sad hash of religious know
ledge, and the Daily Sketch quoted recently a novel version 
of the Lord’s Prayer by the young son of a well-known 
actress. It ran, “  Forget our debts and deliver us from 
heaven.”  __

Jesus Christ is said to have been a carpenter, but there is 
grave danger that religious folk may regard him as a stage 
carpenter. According to London Opinion, Miss Lena Ash-
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well’s theatrical concert party, which has given ttiirty- .. 
entertainments before soldiers in France, has perform 
Young Men’s Christian Association huts, and other Plac

Mr. James Douglas, writing in London Opinion-. say8'
ibroniB«Dickens’s character of Miss Gnmmidge is an anaon ^  

-nearly all our Gummidges are men.” Of course they ^  
And 50,000 of them stand in pulpits and on platform 
preach tearfully the religion of the Man of Sorrows.

The clergy are always “  bounded in the nutshell ’ 0 „
profession, and cannot speak without talking 
Speaking on the question of business as usual during ¡¡¡re 
time, the Bishop of Manchester said, “ With ah tba ^  
showered upon them by the men who died to . to•
homes, was their reply to be, let us eat and drink. ^  
morrow we die.” As his lordship’s congregation wa8 ¡¡j 
posed largely of ladies, does he suggest the forma« 
regiments of Amazons ?

• 1 6a ste10The Duke of Portland is the veriest Spartan in sJyj 
ideals of national duty in the European crisis. ** j jfce 
“  pleasure and sport should be accounted nothing ^  
present time.” This is very saddening, for it leaves n 
for Pleasant Sunday Afternoons or for parish ‘ eaj0£loS}iit 
Perhaps the Duke does not frequent either of these P 
and sporting functions.

Mr. J. B. Black, Secretary of the Glasgow -  - , ¡a
Church Office Bearers’ Union (Whewl) points out “h® n{g f 
years the decrease of Sunday-school scholars a.m° 0  
16,072 in the Free Church alone. If the baptmm 
1903 had continued as they were in that year, tb® jt
TiVno P.Vini»r*Vi xurmld Via.T70 Via.fi riH 000 mOiG Call _ ihfl'

United. Frfl6
te»

Free Church would have had over 30,000 
their Sunday-schools than is now the case 
the United Free Church is “ slowly but surely 
towards self-annihilation.”

more c « - ;  ^

The churchmen of London are threatened witb  ̂ ^  
iuss daring Easter. Their beloved bishop will no ^  
them. Bishop Ingram is going to France to conduo

-0  
c Jin the British camps, and to “ bless our fighting m r̂e ¡¡¡ii 

quote the Church Times. Now we shan’t be long- ^  
surely expect great things after the bishop has be  ̂
Front and solemnly blessed the men. But it seem 
mean advantage to take of the Germans, to bring 00 ” 
a force against them.

The present time, said the Bishop of London̂  ̂  Jrf 
meeting of the East London Church Fund, 10 e0e>f 
of God.” We should have thought it would only D 9y, t 
mentary to the deity to assume otherwise. 
seems to be having a devil of a time.

stated it»1
At the Free Church Conference a speaker s 

every church contains a bit of the German 0 0{
hope he was not referring to the gentleman in cba o 
collections.

“  Qf
Journalists are poking fun at the Hun’s “  HymB 

which they regard as a novelty. But almost 
heard illiterate missioners bawl from the platform’ 
number hate.”  m

ii old8 -

IHl)«3

- « f

p
ie*  1

The Kaiser, who has been again referring to bj' „ i f
God,” and “  my friend, Martin Luther,”  has also o® 
ing of “  our old Fritz,” the latter being an 
Frederick the Great. It is strange that a m - 
many friends in “ heaven ”  should have so 
on earth. ____   ̂jijf

The Imperial Sunday Alliance has protested 
appearance of the new Sunday paper, the Suna « gfii jj„„j. n,„i- f*,n worm.We do not think, for our own part, that the wo'

- to r®9 IIJ
usual, based upon quite hypocritical pretence0- J  
that a rest-day for journalists ought to be ProS, 
the Sunday paper must be written, printed, a® B 0  ¡¡P 
before Sunday. It is the week-day paper that ° tijeucjum ouuuttj. in is nut) weea-uay paper in*"- the ■*.fiiP 
Sunday labor. And it is Sunday labor to which ^ ci> 
Sunday Alliance objects. They are afraid thfl* jr  »tbo1taboo on a “ sacred ”  day will be weakened by jss^ - 
paper bearing the date of Sunday. Of course, ^ ¡ 0 .  
newspaper like the one in question is purely a p  J  
finance. So, we would observe, is adverti01̂
And we were shocked to observe that the g® J  
Daily News actually offered a full-page advert'^.^jy ji, 
new paper. Such a sacrifice to Mammon 10 , jjbwehensible. If this sort of thing goes on, "  - 
find the Daily News actually mentioning the w
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N O T I C E . Sugar Plums.

The business of The P ioneer  P ress 
has been transferred to 

p a r r iNg d o n  s t r e e t , L o n d o n , E .C .

To Correspondents.
h(.
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' l 'T8-i iNsvOMNT Fund.—Miss Yance, Secretary, acknowledges':■ Pendlebury, £2.
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c Wlth you as to the interest of your communication.
of' will have received by this, through the Secretary

• S' S" a leaflet containmfi the >nformatlon y0UQ,
have never been foolish enough to say, or eveniu, jv . “ “ »ye never been ioolish enough to say, or even 

*U diaboli a believers in Christianity are dishonest or that 
e,et aaid'6Vers ln Christianity are honest. A ll that we have 
*? innmAi61 Intended, is that a profession of agreement with 
SillnoiE -̂lar onininr,------ : ------- ----------------- ----------------------------* - -  '
cevet'“'  inat a Pr°lession of agreement wit P P nestions 
Cii Can 8ive. This principle applies to other_q_ a
w ,ea religion, and its application

5 tter ot great difficulty.

? f c - - We d°„ .  ------we do not hold ourselves responsible for y
»  «Pressed by contributors. We are careful only ô^B ̂  
ahose  opinions are worthy of expression, a ̂ eetaly manner.
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yours. You would find what yolL r £  rmthseeker, S ^ 't y ’s Name,” by F. Steiner, New York Truthtee^, 

contains a list of schools, colleges, hospita • et
Freethinkers. The pamphlet could he orderedJ ^  ̂ 6 PifYr»<v--T>-

“tUQg_-rrj
'  w>ahea'~t„ e„.sha11 have much pleas 

Ppïeciatef °  M r‘ Foote, which
ure in conveying your 

we are quite sure he will
*Aa

»esgf,™ (Lahore).—We are afraid the present is g°Qhristians of 
E<itoa °r publishing. We must wait unti brotherhood
Q *  *ve  ceased preaching the gospel af brorn , 8u the mouths of big guns.
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¡ „ J j o «  not' taking these people too seriously ? The 
°̂tal y Christian preacher may be very usefu

V f t ?  a<iorn a tale, but it is as well not to assume * fcol^&re worth more tv,— ’
hia foliv m °re than that. And nothing confirms 

Q*tion, y more surely than accepting him at his

ÇtOîçii’f ike c w eI annot a§ree with you that the disestablish
es, 0, °f Freethni .^ a*ea will “ inevitably” lead to the 
cbor , c0utae nt, ,ln ike principality. On principle we 
te'mirA But it ;„*>°)3,e<* to the State establishment of any 
a? see • And the tbe disestablishment of religion that i3 
N w  ' 13 to De only way to secure that, so far as we 

¡j ' ” Way at the work of making more Free-
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We are very glad to say that Mr. Foote is still making 
progress in the direction of a return to health, but he is not 
yet sufficiently well to resume work. Still, he has been able 
to get out two or three times, and the coming of better 
weather— we suppose the weather will improve some time— 
will mean a deal to so ardent a sun-worshiper as Mr. Foote. 
But convalescence cannot be hurried, and, much as all 
readers of the Freethinker would like to see his pen once 
more busy in its columns, we feel sure they would not care 
to purchase that pleasure at the risk of a possible setback. 
“  Hasten slowly ”  is applicable to illness if anywhere.

It will, meanwhile, facilitate matters at the office if cor
respondents who intend their communications for Mr. Foote’s 
eye only, will mark their envelopes “ Personal.”

This number of the Freethinker will be the first issued 
from our new premises, 61 Farringdon-street, E.C. The 
removal has involved no little trouble, but it was unavoid
able. The block of buildings of which 2 Newcastle-street 
was a part had been acquired by a large and adjacent 
engineering firm, and the premises were marked for destruc
tion preparatory to rebuilding. As our lease of the premises 
had expired, we had no alternative but to move. Our new 
offices are, however, no more than a stone's throw from the 
old ones—the other side of the road, in fact. They are in 
the main street, within a few doors from Holborn Viaduct, 
and from an advertising point of view represent a change 
for the better. ____  , . <

It is unfortunate that lack of accommodation involved 
separate offices for the N. S. S. and the Secular Society, Ltd., 
but these are situated next door, at No. 62, so that the 
separation is not a very wide one. These Societies also 
have the advantage of a better position, as they now front 
the main street. We hope that correspondents will make 
special note of the change of addresses, and so avoid delay 
in dealing with their communications. In future all com
munications for the Editor of the Freethinker, or for the 
Pioneer Press, must be addressed to 61 Farringdon-street, 
E.C. AH communications for the N. S. S. or for the Secular 
Society, Ltd., to 62 Farringdon-street, E.C.

The death of Mr. Walter Crane, the well-known artist, 
lecturer, and writer, has been well noticed in the press. 
We have seen quite a number of these notices, but in 
none of them have we seen any note as to his opinions 
on religion. Of course, had Crane been a member of the 
Catholic Church, or of the Church of England, or had 
he belonged to any of the odds and ends of the religions 
world this would have been chronicled, and possibly there 
would have been some fatuous comments as to the inspi
ration derived from his artistic work. As Mr. Crane was 
a Freethinker, nothing at all was said about it. That 
is one of the ways in which the press mis-educates public 
opinion. We reproduce in another part of this paper Mr. 
Crane’s own confession of his state of mind in relation to 
religion.

The funeral of the late Professor Del Marmol took place on 
Saturday, March 20, at Lewisham Cemetery. The proceed
ings over the grave were of quite a non-religious character, 
speeches being delivered by Madame Sorgue, Mr. Paul Camp
bell, and Mr. W. Heaford. We regret to see that, owing 
partly to the War, and partly to Professor Del Marmol’s 
readiness to spend himself in all sorts of advanced move
ments, his widow and four young children are left with a 
very scanty provision for their future. A Committee is being 
formed to raise funds for their benefit. Those who feel that 
they can help the Committee in any way are invited to com
municate with the Secretary, Del Marmol Committee, 92 
Selwyn-avenue, Higham’s Park, N.E.

The Christian Commonivealth symposium on “  If a Man 
Die, Shall he Live Again ? ’’ contains one or two expres
sions of opinion worth reproducing. Mr. W. H. Hudson, 
tho well-known author, writes :—

“ In regard to personal immortality, I  must confess myself 
an entire agnostic. I  know of no satisfactory evidence on 
one or the other side j but the balance of probability seems 
to me to point either to the extinction of individual con
sciousness or to its absorption into the ‘ general whole.' I 
have myself no craving for a continuation of life after death, 
and can form no definite idea of it which does not at once 
involve me in endless difficulties and confusion. The thought
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of annihilation does not disturb me. W hy should it ? As 
Marcus Aurelius said : 1 W here we are, death is not. and 
where death is, we are not.’ On the larger question of the 
influence of belief or disbelief in immortality on the race, I 
realise the view so powerfully presented in Tennyson’s 
‘ Yastness ’ ; but I  hold with George Eliot that the thought 
of mortality may be as strong a moral agent as that of 
immortality in making the present life worth the living.”

Mr. F. C. Selous, the famous traveller, writes:—
11 (1) Being absolutely ignorant as to the conditions of a 

future life— if there really is any survival of consciousness 
after death— I have no strong desire to live again, only a 
vague feeling of curiosity. However, I  do not believe that 
the life after death— if there is one— can last for ever with
out change. Nothing lasts for ever in this world or in the 
whole universe. Suns and stars are as little everlasting as 
the life of a dog or a fly. Everything changes— it may be 
quickly or it may bs very slowly. M y life may be very 
short relatively, but a time will come when, the sun’s heat 
being exhausted, this world will become as cold and dead as 
the moon is to-day. I  have no confidence that I  shall sur
vive bodily death, nor until I  know what m y future state 
would be, if I  did so, do I  hope for a survival. The proba
bilities certainly seem to me to be against any such survival. 
(2) I  desbelieve in immortality because I  believe that, 
although man differs from the lower animals, the differences 
are only in degree, for man has not been specially created, 
but evolved in the later geological epochs— which have 
covered perhaps millions of years of time— from some lower 
form of life (mentally), some creature resembling probably 
the existing anthropoid apes. A ll life on the world to-day, 
from the most highly civilised races of man downwards, has 
been gradually evolved from protoplasm. Therefore, if man 
has a soul which survives after death, the anthropoid ape 
should have a soul, as well as the horse and the dog and the 
wolf, and so on downwards throughout the animal kingdom.

“  Either life after death must be the common heritage of 
all living things, from the oyster to civilised man, or at some 
point in his development a soul involving a life after death 
must have been given to man. This would mean the direct 
intervention at a very late stage of the development of one of 
the planets in the nniverse, of some power, which is known 
to civilised man as God. But, personally, I  do not believe in 
a deified Man God, but rather imagine that the whole universe 
is ruled by inexorable laws, under which the worlds form and 
live and die, just as on these worlds life forms and lives and 
dies; and once a world, or anything that has lived upon it, is 
dead, I  think it very improbable that it will live again, re
taining a full consciousness, in the case of a man or an animal, 
of its previous life. (3) For the reasons given above, I  do not 
think that the individual will persist and continue indefinitely 
or for ever as a separate entity. (4) I  can form no conception 
of the nature of life after death. (5) A  life after death in 
which I do not remember m y life on this earth and retain my 
interests in what was happening in this world would be no 
more immortality than a reincarnation as alien or a crocodile. 
(6) The difficulties in the way of believing in the persistence 
of the individual are to me so great that I  have long since 
ceased to believe. I am willing to take things a3 they com e.” 

If all well known men were to speak out as openly as Mr, 
Selous and Mr. Hudson, the result would be an eye-opener 
for the religious world. The confidence of its members is 
based chiefly on each one feeling that he is one of a crowd, 
and the consciousness of a multitude on the other side would 
certainly have a chastening influence on the religious temper,

We have received from the Thomas Paine National His
torical Association (New York) three dainty and interesting 
booklets dealing with the great pioneer of mental freedom. 
The titles of the three works are Thomas Paine, the Great 
Commoner o f  Mankind, by Elbert Hubbard ; Thomas Paine 
on War and Monarchy, by W. M. Yander W eyde; and Lest 
We Forget, by Ella Wheeler Wilcox. Each of these pam
phlets are published at the price of ten cents, and each 
carries an excellent portrait of Paine by way of frontispiece. 
The style of the pamphlets is everything that could be 
desired, and reflect credit upon all concerned in their 
production. _ _ _

The Thomas Paine Association was formed some yoars 
ago in New York, and “  intends that Thomas Paine shall 
occupy that niche in the world’s Temple of Fame where he 
properly belongs, and to that end it bends its every en
deavor.” At New Rochelle the Society has acquired posses
sion of the house built by Paine, and has converted it into a 
“  Thomas Paine National Museum,” in which may be seen 
relics of Paine, first editions of his works, portraits, etc., etc. 
An annual meeting is held to commemorate Paine, and 
literature is published expounding and defending his life and 
work. The expenses are met by membership fees, which 
are one dollar per year. It is pleasing to learn that the 
work of the Association is having a considerable influence 
in the direction of educating American public opinion con
cerning a great man whose work would otherwise bo buried 
under mounds of religious bigotry.
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Till Tea-Time.

---  ----- o— — ------o---- —    ~~ *• . 3
goished the eparks of freedom in man’s mma« 
nomio slavery never crushed to death the spir -

, jbe
Deeams and desires consort rudely with faots- 
ideas one cherishes as the very gold of th ou gh t # 
often to relinquish their power, to become we,a,aj S5 
leaf on a river’s breast. And yet, dark and do.i0‘ ,,f 
horizon and air may be, they cannot dim the s 
l ig h t . The gloom of religion never completely 9

emancipation. Rivers and seas of oppression) 81 sj 
of retrogression, and earthquakes of hopes n0V.0r 
from its plinth the statue that points to the brig^j 
star in the firmament of man’s love. From th9 iS 
Cimmerian darkness, through the most_ cla® ^  
din, the light of liberty shone, and the voice of ^  
dom sounded, for those who could sea and hear,  ̂
the shades fled from their hearts, and their  ̂
were washed anew in the waters that ripple $  
deepest spring in the nature of humanity. 
the horrors they saw the thread of life ; tb® 0^would pass; the latter was eternal. Their ^

siowiy> “ -were with it first, and through it s!owiy> 
every seeming defeat, to the things that da 
the fair face of man. jjjjl

So my ideas ran; for, but a few hours be_forS> ju 
been with Swinburne, and the verses still r « 
my mind :—

“  Are ye so strong, O kings, 0  strong men 
Waste all ye will, and gather all ye may,
Yet one thing is there that ye shall not slay,

Even thought, that fire nor iron can affrig'1 1
The Woundless and invisible thought that go®® ¡off3, 
Free throughout time as north or south wind 
Far throughout space as east or we3t sea flows.

And all dark things before it are made brig ’ ^
And then, as if fate were determined I s fa on ia ^  
decent share of the things that test the potf0* 
light within us, I became aware that I was n 
in the desert. he ^

Standing beside the drain from whiob 
disembowelled himself he was gazing 6ai
over the low hedge to the long stretch of yel ĝee * 
that girded the grey sea. He might _havs\ 
statue for all the effect the shimmering s ^  
white-maned wavea bad upon him. THera ag9 oi 
wonder in his eyes. No sense of the lej0 p1 
the scene moved hia features from their ” x gj0dyl'j 
seemed for the moment to have become a . . #  
immobility; only his lip3 moved continue” \̂>v 
every now and then he expectorated noise
deliberately.

Menialism proclaimed him one of her * o!«
slaves. He was tall and gaunt, with ^  
streaked faoe, thin nose, and peering eyes s’1 0 s® 
deep oaverns. Clothes that disfigure the 
distinguish the work spoke loudly of - M -  im
position he occupied in the service of soo”  . p 
shoulders were rounded nearly to a hau 0]oW 
body was loose and cumberous. His arm® ¡¡pooftf 
and the hands too big and red. Leaning j 
spade, he appeared the very embodiment sh°cJ 

Nothing mattered.
d

A

-ili

and indifference.
it ? Probably he would have merely gr 
someone told him man did not live by b 0̂g9rg

>1

But why did the verses keep ringing in my ̂ ¡¡¡gi 
Oblivious of the presence of a fellovY-̂  ̂pe®rjy, 

stood, carved from emotionless flesh, his ^¡gtjF8 -
r\-n4-. n n n n  f R «  r l J n i - n  w i :  n n w r l  n  ! - « r l  Q U O  tj .  „lY lout upon the distant sand and sea, bat 
as if there were no brain behind to glV0 ^  
gleam of light. Rugged and coarse aS ^°es }l 
figure was, there was something pathet* 
Perhaps his solitariness, perhaps bis k<hj_ j,r0%! 
perhaps the utter thanklessness of his 0̂ec3 
pathos into the commonplace giving i®
interest. 

Other men of like nature wero being la”
toft'

heroes, were being fed and clothed in ” 0. ^ 9 $  
being filled with emotions that gave tb 0 P̂ ji 
lease of life. Rightly or wrongly, tbny '  r 
pulled from apathy to vitality. For g”°”  ̂
they were being inoculated with the germ9
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InTh” 8’ ^ a*S0’ glorification, were their portion, and 
Thev 86 d'saPpeared the hardships they encountered, 
ran™; ore ^cing made strong; but still the verses 

®y brain, confusing me.
^ ■ t t & n l f aPParently lifoloas piece of hewn 
¡e]T. mty> the thoughts twisted and twined them- 
ma |t aronind. “ A Year’s Burden of 1870,” the War 

Vo*'ar*0s> and this man. I wanted to know 
o| ]jjaeB® others were being infused with the breath 
death t ’*a bo seemed still with the coldness of 
balance Wa° ted to bnow the construction of the 
the 0th'? wbich the one weighed more lightly than 
CQtt>rader,S’ ^b0 miner who risks death to save a 
the Cof  fls as mu0h a hero as the soldier who wins 
C|llintrvf  ̂ cross* The man who proteots his 
re3Pect fi?*0 a bnoian enemy is no more worthy of 

• thaa the man who proteots his country 
an nnhuman enemy. In their ultimate[esolts a

°*oen
with

enemy.
gang of military economic sharps is on a
i the gang of Christian slum property
In sooial influence, disease is as much an

*}«“?. as braggart militarism; but the naan who,
latt-o . ° wn weapon« and its own nature, fights the
*hn a J5 a warrior bold and daring; and the man
thp v ̂ ta the former, is simply—a laborer. Certain y
thn ba ancQ was not made of the thought of which
tb ¡P°et 8P°be. And then I wanted badly «<o know

ft ? this man, for whom, as they said, everyone g nghting.
in ?,08t 0{ a11 1 wanted to know w' 

to u  a * this seeming muddle of things 
loYeT w where the divine irradiation of his human 
’̂othi ,rea°bed; for it seemed not to he here. 
tegn 'n the man or his labor suggested the 
flood.?®“ 4 with whioh Christ is supposed to have 
4ooe, *h0 Christian world. Nothing in his appear- 
o( “Sgpsted two thousand years of the application 

tll8tianity as it is dished up to us to-day, nor 
that ioGre ^h0 l0ast evidence of the kindly thought 
<1*0^1 are gravely and enthusiastically told, the 

6̂tg p, ̂ jbar of the temple of Christianity. Whore 
and bis beauty, his truth and love and 

®8s and humility of heart, and all the rest of 
!Aic virtue« 9 aI a a t -* - '------ ------ -------- '

I wanted

tii
t'i;Paaad f 'v - uos 1 And bio disciples, with their hot 
.j t̂o Iebrile tongues; where were they; in the 
s nieV>4- lamb*0Si when men went out secretly in 

40 hill and be killed at the command of 
> 1 ?®“  and kings?

Hi; their i„ , bmgs, fighting eaoh other as brutes 
hm?  gfoteaV0  ̂morabsni8 and beautiful teachings 
tk  Idiotic ,5?, now aa always, with mad ravings 
hfioally t5S lon3’ aa they struggle, verbally and 

be5Q’, each other because they happen to 
ot> < W n ln. different parts of the little world, 
to nionnf®.Wlad°ni but the wisdom of the desert 
Hsh!? four to V? Pea,b ? Is his influence restricted 
Wei ®“ ts fu S °I Sunday-school? Are his com- 
< t> l y   ̂ Qn> so unservioeably human and so 
sWr ® y cease Peraatural and undivine and useless, 
W o CQnntpi. t0 ° e commands immediately circum- 

‘“at the ^ ““ ds them? Are they so thought- 
leg3 QP their v, e?. ,wbo champion them must needs 
Hs&? eat men °ai? or! *n the ranks of the thought- 

 ̂biQgSi ^“ d kings? Or wore these powerful 
Wl

Christ and his disciples, 
■go irony of fact, are on the side of

8 o~ • v-» a. îyüao wuooo »» oi. a.
~> ana a *beir religions allies, really the 

Poetry ! „  ®^lnburne the weak dreamer,
■ j V » « ,

. 5.®fo
ï® I

--------- v . 4 u u  V U D  VYCOUA. U l D O l U i C I i

j on the morning skies from a moon-

® l l X ^ t h e r  into the maze, the laborer 
N  k Jo,” atupi!  uPad° into the drain with a “  t ’ 

i®“ ed 0jj . “ is hands deeply into his pookots, 
to t v . “ 18 direction of the town. And I 

1,1 tsa.fk^ved wbite mother and lover of
the poet, and wondered like this

R o b e b t  M o b e l a n d .

4U ~
^  w “ is a headline in Mr. Horatio

*• allst8 ro; G wo  glad to hoar it, although 
* at ‘ ho same thing every weok in

What it Means to be a Catholic,— IV.

A Lecture delivered in Chicago by 
M. M. Mangasabian.

(Concluded from p. 189.)
L e t  u s  see: Would I, as a Catholic, be permitted 
to eat what I please, for example, without consulting 
my confessor? If my physician prescribed meat, 
would I be able to have the prescription filled with
out first securing or purchasing the parish priest’s 
consent ? But think of it, the Church professes to 
concern itself only in matters of religion, yet it 
undertakes to dictate, in an important sense, even 
when the question of health enters into consideration, 
the menu for every Catholic household! How did 
diet—meat, fish, butter, eggs—come to be religious ? 
How does the priest come to be cook, as well as 
spiritual adviser ? You see, then, that from the 
Church to the kitchen is but a step. The purpose of 
this priestly interference whioh extends to pots and 
pans even, is to crowd man into as narrow a sphere 
as possible, to curb his initiative, and to reduce him 
to a mere nothing. The priest is determined to 
leave no corner in whioh a man can he his own 
“  boss.” To make man absolutely dependent, depen
dent every hour of his life, upon the guidance and 
dictation of the Churoh, is the Catholic ideal. To be 
a good Catholio one must consent to become a cipher. 
And if the Protestant priest is less aggressive, it is 
not the fault of his theology, but of the sectarian 
divisions of Protestantism which weaken his power. 
It will be seen, then, that even my food, if I become 
a Catholic, would have to be chosen by the Church 
on certain days of the week. In Catholio countries 
where fast days are as numerous as blackberries on 
a bush, one can readily see to what extent the priest 
has pushed his influence. In Spain, the church 
offices are filled with people asking for permission 
of the religious authorities to do this, to do that, and 
to do the other thing. I have told you how I myself 
went to the Archbishop’s palaoe in Cordova, a few 
years ago, when I was in Spain, and bought for cash 
a bulla, whioh is another word for an “  indulgence,” 
and which authorised me, among other things, to eat 
what I liked for a term of years. I have in my pos
session a copy of this Spanish bulla. Of oourse, this 
papal document also permits the purchaser, if he has 
committed a theft, and has lost the address of his 
victim, to divide the stolen money with the Catholio 
Church. In fairness, I must say, that ths priest who 
sold me the bulla also explained that the dooument 
was good only in Spain. But it would also have 
been good in America, if America had been another 
Spain.

I ask again, how large a margin of freedom, if any, 
would I be allowed were I to join the Churoh of 
Roma ? We have already seen that as a Catholio I 
would have to consult the priest as to what I may or 
may not eat on certain days of the week; let us see : 
If I would be permitted to go to bed and sleep 
without my rest being disturbed during the night by 
the churoh bell, summoning me into the presence of 
the priest. If I may not eat what I please, neither 
can I sleep through the night without the consent 
of the Churoh. Some years ago, I was spending the 
summer in a little village in France. I was not in 
good health at the time, and had gone there to give 
my nerves a muoh needed rest; but there was hardly 
a night when my sleep, poor as it was, was not 
broken by the village ohuroh bell, by its loud ding- 
dong, at three o’clock in the morning. In a small 
village, and in the dead of night, the strokes of the 
clapper on the iron bell are likely to wake up nearly 
everybody, except those who enjoy the blessing of an 
unusually sound constitution. Evidently, it is the 
intention of the Church to waken everybody at that 
hour; else why ring the ohurch bell at 3 a.m., so long 
and so loud 1 What excuse is there, I ask again, for 
ringing a huge bell at suoh an unearthly hour, and at 
an hour when a tired world is seeking a mnoh-nesded 
repose ? Why ring the bell at 8 a.m. ? Is there any
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excuse for such an outrage, if that is not too stern a 
word ? At midnight the priest wakens the whole 
Catholic world to remind it of its subjection to the 
Church. Even in bed you must be made to feel that 
you are not your own master. Even your sleep is a 
gift to you from the Churoh. You cannot escape the 
jurisdiction of the Church wherever you are and 
whatever you may be doing. She wakes you up with 
loud poundings on the drum of your ear to tell you 
that if you do not sit up in bed and cross yourself, or 
mutter an Ave Maria, or hurry to church for a prayer, 
woe be unto you! You see, the priest is night watch
man, as well as a food expert.

And would I, as a Catholic, be permitted to read 
what I please ? If I may not eat or sleep without 
the consent of the priest, could I go to the library or 
to a book store and pick out the book or the publica
tion that interested me ? The Index Expurgatorius 
contains the list of books which no Catholic shall 
read, and in that list are about the only books worth 
reading. As a Catholio, then, I would not only be 
debarred from selecting my own reading, but I would 
be doomed to read only such books as have not 
earned by their merit the displeasure of the priest. 
How much of a margin of liberty would that leave 
me ? In what sense would I still be able to call my
self a man, a free and independent agent, if I cannot 
eat, sleep, nor read without permission of the priest ? 
Did you ever stop to think what it meant to be a 
sheep in the flock of the Churoh, and do you not 
begin to understand now why the Roman Empire, 
one of the glorious achievements of man, shrivelled, 
dwindled down, and finally wasted away ? What 
destroyed the Roman Empire ? The pinch of the 
priest.

Let us continue: Would I be permitted, as a 
Catholic, to choose a school for my children ? I am 
the parent, it is I who must pay for their tuition. 
The children belong to me. If they do well, I am 
honored; if they do ill, I am dishonored. And yet I 
am not permitted to have any voice as to who shall 
be their tutors, or what school they shall be educated 
in. Can you think of any other organisation—or of 
any ancient autocrat, Alexander the Great, Genghis 
Khan, Alaric, Attila—who was more exacting, or 
who showed their subjects less consideration—or who 
subjected their followers to deeper humiliations than 
those to which the priest subjects his parishioners ?

But if a man may not read what he pleases, nor 
choose the school for his ohildren, is he free to 
marry the woman of his choice without the ubiquit
ous priest “ butting in ” ? The Catholio is bound by 
oath to consult the Church in the selection of a 
comrade and partner for life. According to the laws 
of the Church, if a Catholio woman marries a Protes
tant husband, the husband is made to sign a paper 
stating that he will bring up the children in the 
Catholic faith. This is the only condition, except 
the conversion of the husband to the Catholic faith, 
under which a priest consents to allow a Catholic 
woman to beoome the wife of a non-Catholio. A 
moment’s reflection will convince any impartial 
thinker that the condition imposed dishonors the 
husband as well as the wife. It dishonors the hus
band, because it praotically demands that he resign 
his rights as a parent. How can a Protestant or a 
Rationalist, for example, agree to bring up his 
ohildren in a faith which he repudiates, or which he 
is not willing to accept as his religion, except by 
making a disreputable of himself—by lying to him
self, by defrauding himself, or, as I said before, by 
robbing himself of his parental rights ? To sign such 
a paper is to agree to sell one’s children to the 
Church for a consideretion. It means stepping aside 
and letting a stranger, the priest, slip into the 
husband’s and the parent’s office. If the English 
were to make German prisoners, or the Germans 
English prisoners, fight against their convictions and 
for their enemies, we would denounce the act as 
inhuman; and yet the Church practically hires a 
non-Catholio to rear offspring for the Catholio 
Church. How can the man who submits to this 
indignity be proud of himself, and how can the
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0 Ctfcommunity in which he lives be proud of him “ ,.gJ 
a man who bows'so low to the authority of aD 
organisation be of any credit to the country b0 . * 
his own ? The Catholio Church, by making h>re ^  
of men and women, contributes to the detonor» 
of the race. That is one of the causes whioh 
the decay of civilisation, and the terror of the 
Ages. The Eternal City fell into the hands o  ̂
barbarians when there were no more men 1® 
defend its honor and its liberties. , $

But if a Catholio may not marry, nor r0a \j0t 
seleot his school, nor eat, nor sleep without die 1 jj 
from his Church, is it not also true that be °a ¡,i

18die without sending for a confessor, or
except in ground selected by the Church, or r. 
out of purgatory without the consent of the t 
keeper—that is to say, tho Church ? And if “ 0 
secret, can he keep it to himself? Is he no ^  
pelled by his Catholic conscience to whisper it * ^  
earB of the priest ? Will you, then, please to ^  
the things whioh a Catholio may do as a ir ■

which be ‘
the if

may
independent person, or the things for 
accountable only to his own conscience, or 
partment or sphere of life in which he can 3 o! 
ignore the priest ? Is there the least 
liberty allowed to a man who takes upon hie3 ¡̂,¡1 
yoke of Rome ? The Catholic has a will» hQ ji 
can he w»ll ? He has a mind, but what c 
think ? He has a conscience, but is it not V. ^  
What we have said of the Catholio Church 1 ^  
also of the Protestant Church. As already if 
Protestantism is too much split up t o , 0 
effective resistance to the rights of the indivi . 
to make its authority as sweeping, or as ay e ¿nt* 
ing as that of the older religious organisation) ct 
supernatural faith, be it of one denotnioo a 
of another, is from necessity bound to saorih 
to God and the present to the hereafter. f

That I have tried to be careful and accn  ̂y(: 
the statement presented to you this mornlDI V  
will see by the quotation I am about to re 
Newman, one of the distinguished English car ^

"  We are not allowed to grow up before ¿¡¡  ̂
religion. W 
to be born.
in it.” ^

The Cardinal is consistent. There is 0 °̂  ¡̂¡o- 
in the Bible about the right of anybody to ^  
his own religion or government. There is 
where there ip a Sapreme Being who earn0 ^¡¡i 
body and everything “ in the hollow of

to uuu anurveu uu gtun ujj ^
We as little choose our religion as w g- 

It is done for us without our haV 0

Protestantism, with its right of private jo 
infidelity. If our private judgment is the 
tribunal, what would there be left for the ^  
do ? But if, on the other hand, as the o\ 
insists, our religion is chosen for us, as ® c-,
politics, our food, our reading, our eduoa^ 
husbands and wives, in what sense, 
stretch of courtesy could we still call
men ? nVstC>S

Returning to the comparison between ea^pg \ 
ralism and scienoe—that is to say, co®P  ̂
faith of the Middle Ages with the practice ^  
we see that the former, by belittling & r, 
made man willing to let who wanted it h»v0 ^  
king wanted the world, the priest wanted t  ̂W, 
and the people were willing enough to let t . 
it. That explains th6 sucoess of political a 
ual domination. If tho people had been bt 
to love life, to appreciate its opportunities) ^ ¡¡$1 
happiness on earth, and to aspire to P°sS 
and liberties, they would not have been so 
part with the world. ¿¡cl0 j

Just as a sharp dealer belittles the 11 ¡„g K;
wishes to buy in order to pay little $ ■!

world as wo^i1, 1
it with

priest both denounced the 
order that they might possess 
effort or expense.

Finally, Christianity made humility: 
spirit, the highest virtue. This aiso

t t 0

the people against the aggressor. Meek, itP,j 
ignorant, the people were in no positic~ 
themselves and their rights against the
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Paganism, on the other hand, by exalting 
lelf.jg"““ mind ancl strength of body, enoonraged 
latter Q ,and daring. People who possess these 

i 8 ^Sht harder and longer, and refuse to 
P̂ adisfi8 aV68‘ Christianity, for the sake of a future 
BoUnV .enc°araged man to submit to blows and 

¡ 2  resist evil.
The R6n°?  ̂ D0WS bo you, my people, good news!
ie3istanr.ai88ance revlved the Pagan virtues—inquiry,
sauce tin0t COaraSe> and self-respect. The Renais-
^dle a aa eni  ̂ effeminate world of the
slaves n 8̂8~;a world of underlings, dwarfs, and
■Bade It roa<?krng at the feet of phantoms—and
iDsbaoK j 8sl̂ ê ôr yon and me to say, unafraid and ■ „ ““uea—nnU_:.nU. . _____ ___ ------ f■a the ei ■~~nnl>ribable by any promise of a paradise 
iflfernn s> and unseared by any threat of an 

where in the Igt
,, jll * T I TT A A M J

1aad the
‘ thint ?me.where in the lower regions—to say, I, 

' v̂ill ; I  love, and with that the worth of 
worth of his world has been infinitelyanced.

Correspondence.

possibly see it in its true perspective. Pasteur was a favorite 
of fortune. Although he certainly did some enduring work, 
he gained far more popular notoriety than others who did 
more solid work, and most of his work can be shown to be 
in no sense original. His fame has been built mainly on 
credulity, superstition, and money-making. The statistics 
which show his treatment of rabies were “  marvellously suc
cessful ” are obviously fallacious. The number of deaths 
from hydrophobia did not decrease for many years after the 
treatment was established, and it is clear to any unpreju
diced investigator that the reduction in the death-rate was 
brought about by multiplying the cases, a method which has 
been conspicuously adopted by latter-day “ wonder-workers ” 
in regard to other prophylactics.

Many of Pasteur’s other “ discoveries ” rest on an equally 
insecure basis. The British Medical Journal recently com
mented as follow s:—

“ Remedies and modes of treatment, like systems of philo
sophy and fashions in dress, have their little day and cease 
to be. Back numbers [of the Journal] are the graveyards 
of dead theories."

Pasteurism will eventually find such a graveyard 1
I am quite sure that if your readers will take the trouble 

to study Pasteur’s life from all aspects, and not take preju
diced zealots’ views, they will find it difficult to discern in 
him a real and abiding benefactor to the human race.

Loi

THE progress of education.
' T°  THa e d i t o r  o r  “  t h e  f r e e t h i n k e r .”

lcdon■Asg , °ne who fought three elections for the late 
- '.ontr°l>” °ar  ̂ 0lQ "  Secular Education and full

the sunn.  P ° ” ram, I have, needless to say, apprecia- 
^riple f ' ven ^  tho Freethinker to those fundamen
t-file D, 8 ° ‘  democratic education policy ; and, as a rank- 

i 0fetaentg j § andist in the Socialist and Trade Unionist 
¡[eftocla 0j t,bave had a unique opportunity of studying the 

Those f P°wer û* forces retarding progress in educa- 
P  ate pfiT . °r°6s observe no truce, and have been, and 

* 6tical 1 •“ontly at work consolidating the reaction of 
tup ;,0glslation which destroyed the School Boards.,i”J me wmcn destroyed

, ,  aPPears that those who value intellectual 
o( te. ,a® time take steps to secure, that in the 

Ration s;ruc^°n which lies before us, not only shall 
cj'̂ U whlpK ^^education in general occupy the foremost 

, i tha,t+u importance demands, but also and espe- 
3  paR(. .,l0S8 bedrock principles for which we have fought 

ba kopt to the front.
ions 10??- organisations, notably the working-class

P«li,
%

•tls to hcmò f i ! * b oertainly prior to the election of 1906v»- A bT13jU tbfiV WOnld Timi*!/ fftv n iov>nnWfj ndnnnfi/wi

¡«n

Mi must t "bc;y would work for a forward education 
0cal honsna- s ôcb their position, and put their edu
lJ ’9 som *Bi 0rder' Tt must be borne in mind that the 

d hem-, J10, , *bo stronger by reason of the fact that the 
J V  the nheld.for.‘ hirteen years.

S ^ ^ a t i o u  which claims to represent Inter- 
'^etice t , , cmocracy m England submits with quiet 

W,.bJ Soeior r °  c ôr‘ca*- legislation which, nine years ago, 
to v Eaborist, and Liberal declared at the 

lr, Static pa “ lTult°us. As an ex-member of the Social 
^f'i^stigatn  ̂ “ y membership having been prolonged 
Us i oh avp ^  PurP°ses—I have felt that it would be 

Be fot *ecord of what Social Democracy in England 
II the },-e,aucat*on during the past ten very critical

V eteI°te of Popular education.
Nip'm’ '»both V n?ntba ag0’ 1 invited Air. Hyndman, Lady 

WSlHou :_U’ t0 debate with me in public on the following
D«^hat t
gea>ocia0y  ̂ °?8anisation which claims to represent Social 
Pm00* Boarfl Di?an^ has not, since the destruction of the 

lv °tess.» s’ been a force for furthering education

Ŝ,p*ck| or°^hQ^e ^ho affirmative; Mr. Hyndman or Lady 
UrU’ ôulcI aa oolleagues in the leadership of the 

U he gt , Rurally be prepared to take the negative, 
to spp a *° any reader of the Freethinker whoI q- — loauoi ui. uuu J- / oci'lovii/n

CUre acceptance of this challenge. 
t> M. Bridges Adajcs,■O-OUgg Ty.

1 orking Womens’ College.

¡5, to i1R' PALMER AND PASTEUR.
S w ’' ' ,Thfi 118 ED:To r  OF “  THE FREETHINKER.”
S ?  heQ° atticle •^h110®*10 ^toio0^11 last week’s issue by Mr. Palmer, 
a,1;*' ,p,llatQphl,l(-  ̂asteur’s work, reads like a Researcn 

t 't  is06(13 is , > albeit embellished with more literary 
°0'y Whe°Wever’ an°ther side to this notorious life,

We view it in all its aspects that we can

H, C. Hebbes,

The Religious Views of Walter Crane.

Towards the end of this summer (1864) my friend Wise 
somewhat suddenly bade me farewell, and giving up his 
lodgings, left the valley. I walked with him one evening 
across Eyam Moor, and did not meet him again until ten 
years afterwards.

My intellectual development owed much to him certainly, 
and to him I was indebted for my first acquaintance with 
Emerson. I  began with The Conduct of Life, and found the 
optimist of Concord very stimulating reading. It had a 
bracing effect on my awakening thought, and helped to 
clear my mind of superstitious shadows and theological 
bogies which at one time rather oppressed me, and even, 
under the influence of the impressive ritualistic services 
and aesthetic effects at All Saints’, Margaret-street, and 
St. Alban’s, Holborn, threatened to drive me into the arms 
of that section of the Church, But, with the reading of 
Emerson, new windows seemed to open to my mental vision, 
and disclosed a wider prospect. It was like getting out into 
fresh air and sunlight after the mysterious gloom and close 
atmosphere of a cavern. All Saints’ , however, was perhaps 
an advance upon the rather sleepy services at St. Pancras, 
our parish church, where the only vital spark about that 
time seemed to be the young and eloquent Mr. McClure, 
a curate there, whom I met as Dean of Manchester Cathe
dral many years afterwards. At least, there was a feeling of 
the movement of a revival with the ritualists which stirred 
one, and its very intensity brought the whole question of 
religions faith up for judgment in one’s mind.

Aided by such books as Phases o f  Faith, by T. W. New
man, the brother of the well-known Cardinal, and rather a 
wide range of reading from this time onward, including the 
writings of J. S. Mill, Darwin, and Herbert Spencer, and, 
above all, the poems of Shelley, I  soon decided for Free- 
thought.

We had formed a book club or reading fund in the family 
for the acquisition of books, and we also had a subscription 
at Mndie’s, so that the supply was kept up. Some of us also 
attempted writing short essays on various subjects, which 
were read in the family circle and discussed.

Reading, too, of Auguste Comte and the Positivists may 
have had some effect, and I remember attending one of 
the London Positivist Society’s meetings at a large room, I  
think, in Bouverie-street, where Professor Newton, who was 
one of the leaders, delivered an address. I  think George 
Henry Lewes and George Eliot (Marian Evans) were present, 
and Professor Beesley, Dr. Bridges, and Mr. Frederic Harrison 
— all very energetic and able advocates of the Positivist 
School and in the van of political and social thought and 
progress. These were exciting times altogether. The stir 
of great movements was in the air. The discoveries and 
conclusions of Charles Darwin were startling the world, 
and scientific criticisms were revolutionising philosophic 
thought, but, at the same time, alarming the old theological 
camps and the Church, and a cloud of so-called “ refu
tations ”  appeared; while, on the other hand, the Church 
was divided by the ritualistic movement.

— An Artist's Reminiscences ;  1907.
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Company Limited by Guarantee.
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This Society was ormed in 1898 to afford legal security to the 
acquisition and application of funds for Secu’ar purposes.

The Memorandum of Association sets forth that the Society’s 
Objects are:—To promote the principle that human oonduct 
should be baaed upon natural knowledge, and not upon super
natural belief, and that human welfare in this world is the proper 
end of all thought and action. To promote freedom pf inquiry. 
To promote universal Secular Education. To promote the com
plete secularisation of the State, eto., eto. And to do all such 
lawful things as ore conducive to such objeots. Also to have, 
hold, receive, and retain any sums of money paid, given, devised, 
or bequeathed by any person, and to employ the same for any of 
the purposes of the Society.

The liability of members iB limited to £1, in case the Society 
should ever be wound up and the assets were insufficient to cover 
liabilities—a most unlikely contingency.

Members pay an ontranoe fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent 
yearly subscription of five shillings.

The Society has a considerable ̂ number of members, but a much 
larger number is desirable, and it is hoped that soma will be 
gained amongst those who read this announcement. Ail who join 
it participate in the control of its business and the trusteeship of 
its resources. It is expressly provided in the Articles of Associa
tion that no member, as such, shall derive any sort of profit from 
the Society, either by way of dividend, bonuB, or interest, or in 
any way whatever.

The Society's affairs are managed hy an eleoted Board of 
Directors, consisting of not less than five and not more than 
twelve members, one-third of wbcm retire (by ballot) eaoh year,

but are capable of re-eleotion 
members must be held in London, to 
new Directors, and transact any other business the»

An Annual Generft poft  ̂
receive tb® 0 u5

ABeing a duly registered body, the Secular m--  i3 
can receive donations and bequests with absol ^  ¡0  ̂
Those who are in a position to do so are 
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society's, 
wills. On this point there need not be the slightest 
It is quite impossible to sot aside such bequests. ry cfi.j ; 
have no option but to pay them over in the or£YeSjj r?.<' 
administration. No objection of any kind baa ® ,
connection with any of the wills by which We x 
already been benefited. « jja1*1"5'

The Society’s solicitors are Messrs ~  “
■Rood-lane, Fenohurch-street, London, E.O 

A Form of Bequest.—The following is V ,
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators •'¡’„tu <̂ ¡3;;

en fia i

Ò.

“  bequeath to the Secular Society, Limited, tb6 -pt 
“  free from Legacy Duty, and I direot that a reC, tb0 ̂ ftff ’  
“  two members of the Board of the said Society a“
"  thereof shall bo a good discharge to my
“ Baid L °2 a°y -” ,  „  i0

Frionds of the Society who have remembered g-'-'yy 
or who intend to do so, should formally notify ¡rju 
the fact, or send a private intimation to the ttoWspk 
(if desired) treat it as strictly confidential. T '11® cI 
bnt it is advisable, as wills sometimes got l°y  , je*’ 
their contents have tci be established by comP6*0
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g| P r in c ip le s  a a â  O b je cts .
luj teaches that conduct should bo base on reason
i-ttrfe °W ed§°’ It knows nothing of divine guidance or 
tegards h*C6 ’• ^ exc^des supernatural hopes and fears ; it 
moral i'ui(iê *nCSa 113 Iaan’E ProP'3r aim, and utility as his

‘̂tertv r'iI?  a® rms that Progress is only possible through 
Beekg to at once a right and a duty ; and therefore
footiou to“ ove every barrier to the fullest equal freedom of 

S - a.ct>°n, and speech.
ss super dec'ares that theology is condemned by reason 
T i l s i t * 3> .an<̂  by experience as mischievous, and 

Recula ” 1Q b^toric enemy of Progress, 
ptearj gj1Sm ac°ordingly seeks to dispel superstition; to 
Ôïalitv ■ ^ca^on ! to disestablish religion ; to rationalise 

tutorial ’ to,.l)ro.raotQ peace ; to dignify labor ; to extend 
the people ' and to realise the self-government of

An, „ „  . SSem &crsM p.
,olWina 38 oligible as a member on signing the 

««I , & ueclarafcion
Pledge ,i°3n the National Secular Society, and I
ftotQolir,„-i ' ** admitted as a member, to co-operate in

iag Us objects."
Nama..........

0ccuPation ,
V(lted this ,••■••»**►««>*• d (iy  Of e • e-8 • e • o o a e » * e o* a «-« it)®  ««a#*®

S*1*18 BnKll âî ion should be transmitted to the Secretary

Immediate Practical W stj ' otlier Free
^legitim ation of Bequests to *-ê  , pI0pagation of
»  Societies, for the &s Bam°
c S dox 0Pini0111» °n matters of 8 Q churches or <%ons aa appiy t0 Christian or
rations. , Ta„ ,  in order that3  Abolition of the Blasphemy Lav, a. , with-

J f n  *ay be canvassed as freely as other subjec
Hva* ot fine or imprisonment.̂  * 0£ the StateCC\ ̂ establishment and Disendovrm -

in England, Scotland, and a Bible Beadingin h  Abolition of all Religious Teaching -  , ppp0rted
tjfc>is-. or other educational establishments v.

'Ha® °Poning of all endowed educational mstitutions to 
t c  an̂  youth of all classes alike._ , Q £roc u8e

«iW.Rogation of all laws interfering . apdthe
V&L11ior pnrpoae of culture and re Libraries,^ °P on in g  of State and Municipal Museums, x-

' i d f e »  *olS'the Marriage Laws, especiaUyJo J  
M  tacivico Ior husband and wife, and a
. Iks p„ ?.i divorce. ana women, bo
V  aifS ^ i o n  of the legal status of ku aiatinotions.

'ihup.'̂ ^.’noy he independent of sext. vj0ience, and 
ll0in C a t io n  of ohildren from all *°r“ 8 ont of their ®,ClaatuigtB0̂  ĥoee who would make a I
' i h i ^ i o n ’oi all hereditary distinctions and privdegi,
,<JVkood, antagonistic to justice and u

•7emoat by a11 jnst and “ ? “ie°cgpeoSw Z dailyiifetor the masses of the ^ S m m od ioos  
^Uin4 aild cities, where insanitary and ‘ 0 physical 

aBd .the want of open spaces,
Plttt?ddlBea»3. and the deterioration of fam 1 ,

secure
liberty

*** to i**'13 Pioral anfl ri8kt and duty of Labor to organise 
i, ® S j,3  proteot,- ooonomical advancement, and of its 

1 >  f t f t i t u C S * “  m- 3«oh combinations. 
bo,”61 ho He Ĝatmni-,f le.ldea oi Reform for that of Punish- 
'W^cesiv^08 of n»*. °? criminals, so that gaols may no 

A0 ĥn ! Phyair-ni ra“ sation, or even of mere detention, 
3  x̂tf-«r? afflicts’ ln.talleotnal, and moral elevation for 

3l°h of tym anti-social tendencies.
-,r,i3orâ  law to animals, so as to secure 

bUir? Of A ,^>on 0. and legal protection against cruelty.
0tl8l diTh Ration , ‘iac° between nations, and the substi- 

vb«EB, ‘ 0E War in the settlement of inter-

FREETHOUGHT PUBLICATIONS.

L ib e r t y  a n d  N e c e s s it y . A n argum ent against 
Free Will and in favor of Moral Causation. By David 
Hume. 32 pages, price 2d., postage Id.

T h e  M o r t a l it y  o f  t h e  So u l . B y D avid  H um e. 
With an Introduction by G. W. Foote. 16 pages, price Id., 
postage id .

A n  E s s a y  on  S u ic id e . B y  D avid  Hume. W ith  
an Historical and Critical Introduction by G. W. Foote, 
price Id., postage id .

F r o m  Ch r is t ia n  P u l p it  t o  Se c u l a r  P l a t f o r m .
By J. T. Lloyd. A History of his Mental Development. 
60 pages, price Id., postage Id.

T h e  M a r t y r d o m  o p  H y p a t ia . B y M , M . M anga- 
sarian (Chicago). 16 pages, price Id., postage id .

T h e  W is d o m  o p  t h e  A n c ie n t s . B y  Lord Bacon. 
A beautifnl and suggestive composition. 86 pages, reduced 
from Is. to 3d., postage Id.

A  R e f u t a t io n  o p  D e i s m . B y P ercy  B ysshe 
Shelley. With an Introduction by G. W. Foote. 32 pages, 
price Id., postage id .

L i f e , D e a t h , a n d  I m m o r t a l it y . By Percy Bysshe 
Shelley. 16 pages, price Id., postage id .

W h y  A m  I a n  A g n o s t ic  ? By Col. R. G. Ingersoll. 
24 pages, price 2d., postage id .

B ib l e  St u d ie s  a n d  P h a l l ic  W o r s h ip . By J. M. 
Wheeler. 136 pages, price Is. 6d., postage 2d.

U t i l it a r ia n is m . By Jeremy Bontham. An Impor
tant Work. 32 pages, price Id., postage id .

T h e  M is t a k e s  o f  M o s e s . By Col. R. G. Ingersoll. 
Only Complete Edition. Beautifully printed on fine 
paper. 136 pages. Reduced to 6d., postage 2id.

T h e  E s s e n c e  o f  R e l ig io n . By Ludwig Feuerbach. 
“  All theology is anthropology.”  Buchner said that “  no 
one has demonstrated and explained the purely human 
origin of the idea of God better than Ludwig Feuerbach.” 
78 pages, price 6d, postage Id.

T h e  Co d e  o f  N a t u r e . By Denis Diderot. Power
ful and eloquent. 16 pages, price ld„ postage id.

G i l e s ’ ArosTOLic R e c o r d s . Prioe 8a., postage 5d.

B io g r a p h ic a l  D ic t io n a r y  o f  F r e e t h in k e r s —  
Of All Ages and Nations. By Joseph Mazzini Wheeler 
855 pages, price (reduced from 7s. 6d.) 3s., postage 4d.

A  P h il o s o p h ic a l  I n q u ir y  Co n c e r n in g  H u m a n
L iberty. By Anthony Collins. With Preface and Anno
tations by G, W. Foote and Biographical Introduction by 
J. M. Wheeler. One of the strongest defences of Deter
minism ever written. Cloth, I s . ; paper, 6d., post Id.

PAMPHLETS BY C. COHEN.

A n  O u t l in e  o f  E v o l u t io n a r y  E t h ic s . P rice  6d., 
postage Id.

So c ia l is m , A t h e i s m , a n d  Ch r is t ia n it y . P rice  id .
postage id .

C h r is t ia n it y  a n d  So c ia l  E t h ic s . P rice  Id ., 
postage id ,

P a in  a n d  P r o v id e n c e . P rioe id ., postage id .

THE PIONEER PRESS,
61 Farringdon-street, London, E.C.



208 EHE FREETHINKER March 28, 1815

THE BIBLE HANDBOOK
FOR FREETHINKERvS AND ENQUIRING CHRISTIANS.

BY

G. W. FOOTE and W. P. BALL.

N E W  A N D  C H E A P E R  E D I T I O N
Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.

W ELL PRINTED ON GOOD PAPER AND W ELL BOUND.
_  - 5

In Paper Covers, SIXPENCE— Net. !
(Postage l$d.) |

In Cloth Covers, ONE SHILLING— Net. I
(Postage 2d.)

ONE OF THE MOST USEFUL BOOKS EVER PUBLISHED.

INVALUABLE TO FREETHINKERS ANSWERING C H R IST *^

THE PIONEER PRESS, 61 FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.O.

P I O N E E R  P A M P H L E T S .

Now being issued by the Secular Society Ltd

No. I_BIBLE AND BEER. By G. W. Foote.
FORTY PAGES—ONE PENNY.

Postage: single copy, Jd.; 6 copies, l j d . ; 18 copies, 3d.; 26 copies 43. (parcel post).

No. II_DEITY AND DESIGN. By C. Cohen.
[A Reply to Dr. Alfred Russel Wallace.)

THIRTY-TWO PAGES—ONE PENNY.
Postage: Single copy, |d.; 6 copies, l j d . ; 18 oopies, 2£d.; 26 copies, 4d. (parcel post)-

No. III.—MISTAKES OF MOSES. By Colonel Ingersoll.
THIRTY-TWO PAGES—ONE PENNY.

Postage: Single copy, Jd.; 6 copies, l£d .; 13 copies 2£d.; 26 copies, 4d. (paroel post)'

IN PREPARATION.

No. IV_CHRISTIANITY AND PROGRESS. By G. W. Foote.

No. V.-MODERN MATERIALISM. By W. Mann.

Special Terms for Quantities for Free Distribution or to Adv^1*06
Societies.

à

THE PIONEER PRESS, Gl FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.O.

Printed and Published by the Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon-street, London, E.C.


