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If it makes the “ upper” think more kindly of the
“lower” class, it is just as likely to make the
“ lower” class submit more cheerfully to the domin-
ation of the “ upper.” Witness Mr. Victor Grayson,
who confesses to a weakening of his opposition to
an hereditary aristocracy beoause it has represent-
atives with the expeditionary force.

Cardinal Grosch’s contribution on the influence of
the War on Christianity is contained in the closing
paragraph of his article. He says it requires “ deep
thought ” to see how the War will affect religion;
and as that is all we are told on that head, one must
assume that the Cardinal is still deeply thinking.
He says that:—

“ Perhaps our spiritual sin as a nation has been that
we have left God out of the country in our national
affairs, or we have tried so to fashion God that He
should be made to agree with our preconceived notions
of national greatness....... The War, like all great cala-
mities, should turn the nations thoughts to God as the
source of all and the end of ali. There are indications
that this effect is being produced upon the people of
the Empire. If this is so in truth, all the sorrows and
sacrifices which the War has demanded will not have
been too big a price to pay for so big a blessing.”

This is quite what one might expeot from one of the
princes of a Church that has never hesitated—given
the opportunity—to put thousands to death for a
difference in belief, and has, in the course of its
career, devastated whole nations to secure uniformity
in religion. The butchery of war may—to use a
colloquialism—send many people, with small thinking
capacity, to God; but if they think at ail, it is not
likely to breed a lively faith in either Gad's wisdom
or providence. The only gain to religion will be that
which oomes to all retrogressive ideas during a period
of reaction.

Prebendary Webb-Peploe’s article strikes a different
note to that of Cardinal Grosoh’s. He says less
about the virtues oalled forth by the War, and is
more concerned about the position of religion. The
outlook here is, to him, black. There are one or two
bright spots. For instanoe, the Soripture Gift
Mission sent 1,100,000 portions of Soripture (probably
tracts) to our troops—they would most probably
have preferred ohoeolate3 or cigarettes—s800,000 to
the Frenoh, and are sending 1,000,000 oopies to the
Russians. Also a “ special request ” has come from
America for 1,000,000 oopies of the Khaki New Tes-
tament. The Americans do not ask for this million
oopies as a gift. They offer to pay twopence-half-
penny per copy for them. But as the New Testa-
ment costs fivepence per copy to produce, it looks as
though American Bible distribution is not quite
divorced from a shrewd business instinct.

Many of the clergy are still keeping up the old
pretence that the War ha3 meant a great increase in
the power of religion. Mr. Webb-Peploe tells a
different story. He is rather surprised to find the
Frenoh are more serious than the English—which is
not very surprising, as the Frenoh usually are more
serious than the English. Only those who think wit
and grace incompatible with seriousness of aim and
disposition ever doubt this. But of the English he
says:—

“ There is still the samo old story of dinners and
suppers, music and frivolity in the hotels on Sunday
nights. The nowspapors tell the story weekly, just as
they did throe or four years ago. Sunday is no more
observed than it was two years ago, and one really fails
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to see any effect in the least noticeable on the people
on the whole. A few fashionable churches are crowded,
as they always have been, for the music or the preach-
ing ; but | hear from everyone competent to judge that
there is no more real devotion than before the War.......
Again, | have visited Oxford and Cambridge for forty
years, and | have kept in touch with both Universities.
....... The progress of rationalistic teaching there is
alarming, and utterly destructive of the reverent study
of the Scriptures and what we call the acceptancy of
the Gospel. The result is in later years a sad decay of
national devotion, or acceptance of Gospel revelation
and truth. Though this may have been checked at the
outset by the War, it has again asserted its power and
force to an alarming extent.”

Of course, all the talk about a revival of religion
as a consequence of the War was mere empty talk.
When the outbreak came it did not make the non-
religious religious; it only made the religious more
assertive in their religion. Those who had previously
whispered to God began to shout at him. They went
to church more punctually, for a time. They
organised days of Universal Prayer, days of Inter-
cession, and some of the Churches started daily
Intercession Services. The religious world imagined
that it was making more headway because it made
more noise. This is quite a common form of delu-
sion, but it is a delusion nevertheless. Naturally,
some of the clergy have not yet realised the empti-
ness of their claims or their prophecies. It is as
difficult to get the clergy to stop as to get them to
move. And once they start moving along a certain
line, sheer inertia prevents them striking out in a
new direction.

Personally, | do not see that the War can have any
serious effect on the position of Christianity in rela-
tion to unbelief. We are told often enough of how
the sight of Christians doing their duty on the field
has affected avowed Freethinkers. Unfortunately,
one is never able to verify the stories. Their lati-
tude and longitude are even more hazy than the
geographical details of a report from our official “ eye-
witness.” And one may be excused taking them with
a very large pinch of salt. For, after all, Christians
are not rarities to Freethinkers. We have them in
all walks of life, and it is not unusual to find a
man calling himself a Christian and doing his duty
with commendable thoroughness. Whether this is
due to Christianity or not may be a disputed point,
but the fact remains. The influence of Freethinker
and Christian fighting side by side is far more likely
to have an adverse influence on religion. For it will
be a revelation to some Christians to discover that a
man can play a man’s part without his having any
religious belief. It is not the Freethinker who will
marvel at the Christian being able to do his duty and
face death fearlessly. It is the Christian who will
have all his preconceived notions rudely upset by
finding the Freethinker facing death as fearlessly
as himself, and, in the end, going into the unknown
without a tremor or a fear. It is not what we have
but what we can do without that tells in the final
test.

And when all is said and done, the great and

damning fact is that the War has ocourred. No
amount of apologising can alter that. And it is
a Christian War if ever there was one. The seeds

of it were sown by Christians in Christian countries.
The belligerents have used the names of God and
Christ until they have become even more expressive
of cant than usual. And much as we may blame the
bungling of statesmen who could not avert the War,
the responsibility of the Christian Churches is stili
greater. They have had the training of the people
for generations. They could have so developed the
European mind that such a war as the present one
would have been a sheer impossibility. Whatever
other conclusion one draws from the War, it should
be clear that every shot firéd adds to the proof of
Christianity’s moral and intellectual bankruptcy.
And when the War is over that is the great and
damning faot with which the Christian Churches
will be faced. ¢ . ConBNt
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Providence and the War.

Etymologically providence means foresight
tioularly the foresight that inspires care and
ation for a problematic future. Bacon _says
“ providence for war is the best prevention ot >
providence in such a connection clearly
readiness. To provide is to procure before
to exercise wise care to-day that to-morrow 8
may not take one by surprise. Usually, ho™ s
providence denotes what the divines desori
“ the care, control, and guidance exercise™”W 3
Supreme Being over the universe in all if9j-™
and contents.” And thus applied to God, it i“0,"
three things, namely, “ foreknowledge, foreordin»T
and efficacious administration, including preser?a”™
and continued government." Now, natural®™ »
guestion that thrusts itself upon the diviae
how to reconcile such an atrocious calamity 33
War, or the existence of evil generally, with ~ §
providence as just defined. The problem is eX'r
difficult, as the most thoughtful Christian taapd
readily admit. It is well-known that the 1&
fessor James was not a believer in Christ8 |
and he went so far as to characterise the (
that “ the God with whom we coma into co®
should be the absolute world-ruler as a very
siderable over-belief." A writer in a recent » j j
of the Hibbert Journal does not hesitate to den* $
as the Common Will, and, as everybody is “" “ifeel
Common Will is as yet only in the making. »
Deity there has never been, and, probably, J

be. “ The God of the world is a growing
distinguished Congregationalist, Sir Joseph
Eickett, is quoted to the effeot that “ a perso #|
cannot be absolutely powerful.”  This rOFrgjtf
statement is made in the interest of the ip

of human free-will. The Divine omnipot3 ~
its limits, with the result that man is wholly ip
sible for his own thoughts and actions. Sin
further quoted thus :(— 4l

“ As he [God] is a great outcome of fir8 ™ jO&
not that cause in himself, we must attribute n ]

but to other sources in the unknowable, thesP

the universe of that evil which conflicts with

olence, and runs counter to his goodness.” _ jgj#

It Bhould be borne in mind that

Compton-Rickett is the President of tbs
Counoil of the Evangelical Free Churches, » ~
just held its annual meetings in Mancbe8”™ r
that, consequently, his book entitled OrigW~ of
Faitl is bound to exert considerable

-t> il

Free Church people. The objeot of that JF
relieve God of all responsibility for the '
is so rampant in the world. We are asSarpfish

from Sir Joseph’s point of view, the n
no problem of providenoe, God himself be* V J
duct of evolution. But, surely, suoh a vie
diets the teaching of the orthodox Church
BbJ edd-good Deity) Wiati AJpati blisor Mg .~
contradiction in terms, in whom it is not™
to believe at all. As the Rev. Bertram
Leeds, well says i— y
'Like ourselves, he is striving to bring ac”
of the chaos from which all life has 8PrUXjoRn 0O
better result has been achieved is not
in his benevolence, but to deficiency in hi8P j *y
there not a real danger of the reaction ag;, i
idealism carrying us too far in the °PP° nOctOs’ t
and robbing the Christian faith of all into* j *
tion, and Christian peace and courage ol j 0 a
support? If it bo possible to conceit,j.0Ggy -J
standing to the universe, as Belgium s*00

at the beginning of the War, what guarani Jf
progress ” ? _
From the orthodox standpoint that is o&vV

critiiBm. A God tlaat is weaker than t jjjtv,
of his own hands, however benevolent *j,~ 1

morally worthless, the sport of his A
But ifyorthodox Theismp be accepthtjg
of evil, in all its forms, stares the be i Ji
face, defying all his ingenuity to sol n
not a faot that Nature, “ red in toot
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axb i against the creed ? How can an all-good
Fh ,a]'Powerfnl God permit or overlook the nn-
;rd”~0 7orrors °f Gie War? Mr. Smith tries
a~ow Ms thonghts to be obsessed by

am 7:0°d-ourdling brutalities of which we read
tre98,,Naily: 6nt to follow that conrse is to imitate
hor ° ~ Popularly attributed to the ostrich. The
arn°fS are ™ ere>whether we are obsessed by them
t] 0. remind us that there are other strokes of
jeesi N an *kat °* 20 ™ ar *a = ke® ~he wie
gtick’n' "~ere are>doubtless, hundreds of poverty-
ke d 6n ~omes  the land, several poor women may
~bileth’’ 0* canoer or 80me other painful disease,
"*Bir dissolute husbands are lying down, help-
bet d drank> dovoid of the least spark of sympathy;
*  "«Mr. Smith imagine that, by lengthening the
Jushtful scenes in the world, he minimises the
&odn N ~armonising the War with the infinite
exekif8 of God? “ I find it helpful, then,” he
tth— “ to our amazement, “ to link the War on
abordsd and perennial evils that are at once
It "glell and a challenge to the Christian conscience,
dd n™S °ne vEew it *n truer perspective.” We
the 0° need to be told that war is by no means
tola tk8vil On onr Planet; tint it sta]glgers us to
Witjj a that to multiply evils simplifies the problem
aadg N0 they comfort believers, and we fail to
ing 8Btaa]t what the preaoher really means by say-

i0Oel”r 8 Peint Mr. Smith waxes movingly eloquent
avagant praise of Jesus. Listen :—

t0, * try to make myself familiar with what | conceive
this6 -r divine purpose in the creation of a world like

onlv tire incessant pain and travail of life? |
alter tv°W one answer—the evolution of human swuls
hitio  t Pattem of Jesus. Jesus is the crown of evo-
C o ' Jesus on the Cross, praying for his enemies, and

S,.,jttmg his spirit into the hands of his Father, is the
ereat*1110 ~our of history. It reveals the final purpose of

, lon>and Jesus is the first-born of many brethren.”

% rfg réetoric run wild—not “ the sweet, silent
lagtoin - Persuading eyes,” but the inflated, noisy
St ,?* empty, idle words! Had Mr. Smith for-
r"Otv' . what he called “ the supreme hour of

ahnTJ 0Q Gie cross was preceded kjhimpénrbug i
(Jeering, shrinking, banking, is eulogy of

tftemane? Is he not aware tba without a

prucified Jesus is Iaughab¥ bbo narrative
f t O truth in 1t? For one thrng”~he” ~ not
ft® °luoifixion was written by ., waa B_pposed
¢ 8 8 it,and that many years afte theological

occurred; and, for another, the rn ~ af
Pretation of the alleged event Smith

Cat ad never seen JeeaSa«ons of Jesus d
OEtHe rqp_soen(fent oogﬁe a«z;\ms‘t %He

5 ft« that “i1t was only poeeible
thin ftbground of malignant sin.

extraordinarys e ntimentcrowd in

cannot have the cross w' °ub weakncss Of

& Nw . The hP/pocris of Pta«iBees, the
tiru6 *ao hitter class-hatred of sarv—or Jesus
Q0. ®nes8 of the multitude, were al Jesus temper

cann N°i have been. And a2,  unfinished cosmos,

a he evolved as over against a . lightning,
~stormit esyle mlcrobeg, or earthquake, gg g

. s - f R
gvee E%M%ng%gbq&oﬁéﬁ%m‘%ﬁés fioe Rige

e ape an n mal

« Jeanspossible.” dearly- 10 a

i K \(I:Vr%et(jj’]%y |rn%eFl)P Igggac%ﬁ}g ﬁogg%%% the

a”™ brsrscendot goodness eX N it werejl

fer\aa(%roum ot malignant aim ver shine.
¢ ft. vice, splendid virtue could iNGSs »
e2a?..InPossihle without sorrow, and (¢ itions of

firm ed onsuffering. Such arejhe 0 e. DId
>  BWorld made hv the God who » ¢f a Bhof
eater nonsense drop from the 1P committ
Chn > igohis that Mr. Smith has ~ mOde,n
~ncf > nkof adoptingtheh * of a®

WEe ®n tﬁer?gglﬁ’l?%wgt H%eeg)(pb hglli;et@fi' .
C kpih KirteEfsAh iR PEGErgndTbo theory ot
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evolution explains the present state of the world. It
informs us that society is what it is simply because
it has been evolved from a much cruder and more
savage stage, and that its progress towards peace
and refinement is of necessity exceedingly slow.
Endorsing this scientific discovery, Mr. Smith renders
it ridiculous by linking it on to dogmatic theology
thus; “ An unfinished world and men with animal
ancestry on one side, and spiritual yearnings after
truth and goodness and God on the other, is the
efficient cause of all the sin and sorrow of life.” If
so0, then God ought to be profoundly ashamed of him-
self. The God of Nature is a fiend, and the God of
Grace a stupendous failure, which, being interpreted,
signifies that there is no God at all.

We agree with the preacher when he says that
“the causes of the War lie deep in the evils of
European civilisation ” ; but we hold that “ the
evils of European civilisation” belie the Christian
idea of Providence. Europe under the care, control,
and guidance of an omnipotent and all-loving Father
would have been the habitation of peace, righteous-
ness, and joy. No evils would have eaten into its
vitals and caused its inhabitants to cruelly slaughter
one another by the million. The evils of civilisation
only show that its evolution has never had intelli-
gence at the back of it. Society has always been its
own providence, and a painfully blind and stumbling
providence it has often proved to be. Lust of gold,
lust of power, lust of pleasure are defects that still
require millenniums to be worked out of the human
constitution. They are defects incident to the pro-
cess of evolution under meehanioal and chemical
forces, but would be utterly inexcusable and inex-
plicable if a God of goodness and love were in
command of the process. j Lioyd

Mr. Bottomley’s Defence of his * New

Religion.”

Me. Bottomley's reply to my article in the Free-
thinker of February 7, entitled, “ How Many More
Religions ?” appeared in John Bull, of February 27,
under the rather taking title of “ The Cry of the
Soul.” After paying a well-deserved compliment to
the Editor of this journal, who, Mr. Bottomley says,
might, like the late Charles Bradlaugh, “ have been
anything in public life if he had chosen a less
fashionable sphere for his great gifts,” he at once
comes to grips with the matter in dispute hy object-
ing that I am somewhat loose in my terminology, and
that | “ do not, apparently, appreciate the distinction
between religion and creed and between faith and
dogma.” In that, however, Mr. Bottomley is wrong;
| understand the distinction very well; but when |
attack any form of religious faith | must do so
through its creed or dogmas, otherwise, eaeh section
of believers would olaim that | was not attaoking
their faith at all, but only some speoial dogmas of a
ohuroh to which they did not belong. When |
attaok Mr. Bottomley’s “ religion” | do it tfirough
the form of belief set out in his article, “ Wanted: a
New Religion.” In that artiole he said he believed
in the “ Great Architect of the Universe” ; but when
I pointed out to him, through a quotation from George
Jacob Holyoake, that an architect who designed the
universe would himself require to be designed, and
that this would lead to a long series of architects,
each designing the other, he dropped the “ Architect,”
and, in his latest article, falls back upon a “ Great
Controlling Power "—which being only a power, may
not be a personal God at all.

Mr. Bottomley wishes it to be distinctly understood
that he does not scoff at religion, either when it
takes the form of tho naked savage appealing to
imaginary spirits or gods behind phenomena to
shield him from the perils of the destructive forces
of nature, or of the oivilised man who blindly wor-
ships the unknown forces of nature as God, and
makos his ignoranoe of these forces the basis of his
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religion. On the contrary, he thinks it a good thing
that the “ poor, ignorant savage” should be so
“ profoundly impressed with the solemn grandeur of
the great forces of nature and should believe—as
almost every scientist in the world does [?] —that
behind them all, is some Great Controlling
Power.” That is unquestionably a very fine sentence
as it stands ; but, unfortunately, it does not express
the truth.

It is extremely doubtful whether the “ poor, igno-
rant savage ” is impressed in the least by the solemn
grandeur of the great forces of nature; he is more
likely to be moved by his fear that he will be injured
by them, and he appeals for help to the unknown
spirits or gods to save him from destruction. As for
the cultivated man, who knows the scientific explan-
ation of lightning and thunder, but who, neverthe-
less, worships the unknown forces of nature as God,
Mr Bottomley has equal respect, and he asks, “ Why
not call these forces God ? Can Mr. Moss, or any
other pundit, suggest a better name ?” | take it
that the “ Great Controlling Power ” that Mr.
Bottomley now refers to as his God, is supposed to
be good as well as powerful. If so, let us see what
John Stuart Mill says concerning the performances
of the known and unknown forces of nature that
Mr. Bottomley thinks might fittingly be described by
the name of “ God.” Says Mr. Mill:—

“ In sober truth nearly all the things for which men are
hanged or imprisoned for doing, are nature’s everyday
performances. Killing, the most criminal act recognised
by human law, nature does once to every thing that
lives, and in a large proportion of cases after protracted
torture such as only the greatest monster whom we
read of ever purposely inflicted on his living fellow
creatures. Nature impales men, breaks them as if on
the wheel, casts them to be devoured by wild beasts,
crushes them with stones like the first Christian martyr,
starves them with hunger, freezes them with cold,
poisons them with the quick or slow venom of her
exalhations, and has hundreds of other hideous deaths
in store for them, such as the ingenious cruelty of a
Nabis or a JDomitian never surpassed. All this nature
does with the most supercilious disregard both of mercy
or of justice, emptying her shafts upon the best and
noblest indifferently with the meanest and worst, upon
those who are engaged in the highest and worthiest
enterprises, and often as the direct consequence of the
noblest acts, and it might be imagined as a punishment
for them ” (Essay on Nature, p, 28).

This is one of the finest passages in the whole history
of philosophy and it is true in every detail.

Well, if the known and unknown forces of nature
in combination produce such results, does any
sensible person think they are proper objeots of
worship ?  Mr. Bottomley thinks that God is a suit-
able name for them; but | know some people who
think that Devil would be more appropriate.

Mr. Bottomley asks me if 1 can suggest a better
name than God for them, but | respeotfully suggest
to him that it is no part of my duty to find a fanciful
name for the object of his worship. And then he
refers me to a speech of his at one of the Bradlaugh
Fellowship dinners. | was present on that occasion
and heard it, and while I thought at the time that it
was a splendid effort from a rhetorical point of view,
I must confess that since | have seen it in cold
print, I think the passage referring to religion and
the mysteries of the universe is very unconvincing.

With regard to the question of the effioaoy of
prayer, Mr. Bottomley quotes a sporting friend who
said, “ On book form, prayer is no good” ; but, says
Mr. Bottomley, a great deal depends on what one
means by “ efficaoy.” He asks, “Who shall judge
its efficacy in the case of the bereaved mother, the
widowed wife—aye, and the dying soldier in the
trenches ?” Hamlet said, “ There is nothing good
nor bad, but thinking makes it so.” Subjectively I
admit that prayer may have its value ; it may soothe
the mind of the man who believes in it, as it may
comfort the Kaiser when he prays for the destruction
of the British, just as it may please Tommy Atkins
when he prays for victory over the Germans. But
does any Bane man believe that all the prayers of the
Kaiser and all the prayers of the soldiers, or all the

«“
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prayers of the people, will have any influence on tre
well observed order of natural phenomena? Fr®
the practical point of view Mr. Bottomley so litD
believes in the efficacy of prayer that every week W
asks his readers to insure against Zeppelin raids. }
he believed in the efficaoy of prayer h8 would advi®
his readers to pray earnestly, without ceasing, &
never mind about insurance.

I acknowledge at once that | have not sat atid
bedside of a mortally wounded young soldier, whi
the kindly priest has prayed with him and spoken W
him of the life to come, where he and those he 100
would meet. And then, says Mr. Bottomley, wl.
dramatic action, and, I can imagine, tears in “B
voice, “ Think you that the Army would be bet’0
without such faith—never mind its dogma or IC
creed ?”

In other words, Mr. Bottomley says any relig®
will do in time of death, so long as the stiff@
believes in a future life. The Buddhist, the
min, the Mohammedan, the Catholic, the Protests*

-all alike can die comfortably enough if they
believe in a life hereafter. But | can tell
Bottomley that | have sat at the bedside of a
Freethinker, who has died quite oalmly and PCHfi
fully, without any belief in a future life—as did
Bottomley’s uncle—Mr. Austin Holyoake, after ®a
weeks of suffering. .9

Finally, Mr. Bottomley says that Secularism ~
had its day; that, after all, it is only a gospQ
negation. 6

Mr. G. J. Holyoake, Mr. Bradlaugh, and Mr.
have done a noble work, and written their name3*
the scroll of fame. But there is no work for f.
rising generation of Freethinkers; the old sop.”
stitions have been destroyed, and all that rem@n
can be easily demolished by Mr. Bottomley ICJ
Bull,

Let me tell Mr. Bottomley this—that the
Freethought has only just begun. We have g0~
secularise all our institutions. Mr. Bradlaugb
something by making it possible for all Freetom »~
to make affirmation, instead of going throng«”?),
degrading performance of taking an oath in ~ fiflr
they did not believe. We have got to m £9di
education purely secular, so that teachers may 5
what they believe, and may nob bs coerced
teaching religions dogmas which many of
despise. ilee

And, lastly, we want our men of soience to o»
our literary men to be free to express -gd
believe without the fear of the priest or the R
or the prejudices of the ignorant, and to proelal
truth for the benefit of an enlightened humanl i

Arthur B. bi°3S

in Defence of Home and
Offspring.—I1.

Artifices

(Concluded from p. 155.)

We will now relate the story of the subterfogd" o
stratagems to which birds resort for the PO1*/ii*
baffling their human and other antagonists- An’
commonplace of the countryside that var*’ats K
will entioe an intruder away from their nO |
young by pretending lameness of leg or

such circumstances, the attention of a 9
is at once arrested by the speobacle of a

bird limping or fluttering near the earth, asl t\$\
injured and incapable of flight. The almostl0 - pfj
consequence of this is that the onlooker at 0 ,ghf®
pares to capture this apparently easy prey- 1’4
struggles along almost within reach of the ji
somehow it always manages to maintain a3 j
tance between itself and its pursuer anti e$°(l
when it eeems completely exhausted by 1 forty
to escape, and the would-be captor irnslie®eit, |
to secure his trophy, to his utter bewildO1

bird suddenly reoovers and flies swiftly away*
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j1.* 18 almost superfluous to state that by the time
artf V@&n 0Ceedy is over, the eggs or young of this
u . bird are reasonably safe from molestation, as
f 9'“"ruder has been beguiled further and farther
i mibe breeding spot. It now requires considerable
\f°u.ty to discover the eggs, or, if young are in-
tove’ ~ ese bave been granted ample time to hide
. “ttiaelves in soma place of security. Several Gal-
J ,ce°“8 birds are olever performers of this trick,
the ?irera praotioa this justifiable deception, from
t0 "Me warbler to the huge ostrich, while the
plovers, duoks, buntings, eto., are all experts
bis artful manoeuvre. Even experienced sports-
0 are apt to be deoeived by this artifice, while dogs
n? .°9oortain to be deluded by it.
thi °9 *hnooenh-looking partridge is a past master in
On8ar“- Aground-nesting bird, it sits so closely that
it maY brush it with the hand before it flies from
leaegga’ As soon as the chicks are hatched, they
thfin D&fi accompanied by their parents, and
latntnanner ‘n wbioh the old partridges will simulate
hum0XB8 ~ ien their young are in jeopardy is almost
the anIn goile. The upshot usually is that while
entl e”emy’s interest becomes centred on the appar-
tous 88" eas adults, the young soatter in all direo-
[P, 8 amld skulk in the long grass or other available
dOr until the danger is past
tive ran80 as it seems, some birds carry this decep-
it&lfoemi? SML greater lengths, and simulate death
iQo' r-bis feint, however, is more frequently utilised
tactic latere8ta of self preservation than for the pro-
net” °®@sPr'Dy- Nevertheless, this device is
"Atu/r08 emP,0y8d £or f£be latter purpose, as the
the At 8" Au™abon bears witness in the case of
this Qler'oan woodoock. Audubon saw the hen of
rogj (P8o'es “ lay herself down in the middle of a
inn 9 ¥ she were dead, while her little ones, five
frcd 8er>were endeavoring on feeble legs to esoape
ae Pa°b of naughty boyB.” Incredible as this may
NatQ , “bose non-conversant with the ways of
cutifgs 8 fathered things, it remains, for all that,
% d@m 'n aocordanoe with scores of other instances
taj h ar character. As a matter of fact, the writer
% r O f°Oalar Proo£ of several examples of avian
'ta'ch°9fUmea3 ‘n trying oiroumstanoes, most of

HfC ' 1d ae dismissed as quite incredible by
% “ an
fiGg airfer

W or Sold naturalist disputes that the
ky'~are = fal)w'nfi or pewit—so called from its
tarren  Icgenious to a degree. An inhabitant of
tais imla3tnr83- plnoghed fields, and waste lands,
vtatim nfé™ 0~ useful bird is unfortunately the
egSgathn aSl"cntaurist's fowling-pieoco and the
¢looted abke. ~be flesh of the pewit is ac-
t0Otanda deboaoy, and its eggs are collected in
®eh. As and retailed at threepence or fourpence
rfiuov .3 eongerjritice, i failtikfol friend «T flu
i5"-«» ‘M* teed entirely
inhoidi”6 oroE>8—experiences tho utmos
‘“ANithe °An' “be lapwing’s nest consists of a
?“4 its d,”d 8t'oks or straws laid on the bare ground,
“at (jij9 * mottled eggs are so protectively colored
Jeeu v Ofacagd bing-nesking boy has ta keep bis eyes
"eased bv « O d‘scover them. This obstacle 1
di2 Cruder f 00 ™ 10 bird’s habit of luring awa;
ctva‘ce fror*/?? b'e partner’s treasures. At a fair
emiatl(l the e aostE I'be bird utters a mournful
the’\'Ugnear’\f&O)eaPProaobes expecting to 3ee the
do ard8 ‘ - oloser he goes, the more grievous
ky °VBr8that t"60QDI0s> and then the nest-hunter
r°ben to-° laPw'ng’s distressful note is caused
t'enjb'eis»as ““be bird attempts to fly, but
the ],°* the Ok' fade>along the earth. The exoite-
~at iFW,°g ship’a,la n°w fully aroused, and although
soon 0lad8a its enemy, its struggles prove
twoQ0 bird ha Suocatnb. Thus the game proceeds
log, jj, of groanj 8nticed his antagonist over an acre
0rUpii - “tues ;.wbOn>without the slightest warn-
I-broopk !, UM wild sel£ again, and flies

by thn6,1080 '“Sanious birds have been

6t *isdomPrOfC3aional Ogg-etOaler. He, in
Or superior “ounning, pays nho
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attention to the wailing cry of the cock-bird, but
confines his observation to those other birds that
silently rise from the soil, and at once prooeed to
the spot where their treasures lie exposed.

The avoset is a member of the large bird group
which includes the woodoock and the pewit, and
this bird and the allied stilt also simulate lameness
in order to draw away the enemy from their broods.
The avoset was orce common on our eastern and
south-eastern coasts, but persecution has driven it
to more hospitable shores. With this bird, the female
pretends to be wounded when startled from her nest,
but her well-meant efforts to save her nursery are
rarely crowned with success.

The case of the stilt is similar. This bird is about
as big as the snipe, and enjoys the distinction of being
probably the longest-legged bird, in proportion to the
size of its body, of the whole ornithological realm.
For this reason it is frequently termed “ Longshanks”
or long-legged plover, and, as might be inferred, its
habitation is in the muddy fringes of ponds and lakes,
but it is only a very infrequent visitor to our islands.
The stilts are extremely affectionate and apprehensive
parents, and when the females are engrossed with
their domestio cares, the males are busy wading
and feeding in the water. But as soon as their
solitude is disturbed by an alien intruder the cooks
crowd together and cry continuously. They also
leave their breeding-pool for the enciroling soil, where
they affect helplessness and appear scarcely capable
of standing on their trembling legs. In this way the
birds turn the attention of hostile strangers from
their eggs and fledgelings to themselves.

If doubtful concerning the safety of their ducklings
when leading them to the water, the shield ducks
suddenly become lame and lag in the rear until
the young ones have reached the pool. Should this
little stratagem prove successful, the old birds waddle
as fast as they can to rejoin their ohildren, and appear
to congratulate them on their esoape.

The common wild duck also indulges in this brood-
preserving artifice. Mr. Cornish saw a couple of these
birds that were surprised in aditch adjoining the lake
in Riohmond Park, and a moment or so later a dis-
abled duck limped painfully from the same spot and
turned slowly and distressfully towards the friendly
water. Her acting was so life-like that no suspicion
would have arisen had not a tiny duckling been
noticed as it started into the neighboring marsh:—

“ Meanwhile, the old bird invited pursuit, lying down,
as if unable to move further; and, resolved to see the
end of so finished and courageous a piece of acting, we
accepted the invitation and gave chase. For twenty
yards or more the bird shuffled and stumhled through
the rhododendron bushes, until she made for the lake-
side, where the ground was more open. There, running
fast, with her head up, and discarding all pretence of
lameness for another twenty yards, she took wing and
flew slowly just before us, at about three feet from the
ground, until she reached the limit of the enclosure,
when, utterin% a derisive quack, she rose quickly above
tho trees and flew out over the lake.”

The ostrich is usually devoid of strong maternal
affection, and in presenoe of danger will readily
desert her young. Bnt with this bird saoh callous
conduct is by no means unvariable. There are many
variations of emotional display among the same
animal species, and this fact alone seems fatal to
the theory that lower animal activities are purely
insfcinotive. A striking example of ostrich affection
has the weighty authority of Anderson and Galton.
These travellers overtook two adult ostriches with
their family, and on their approach the whole group
of birds sought safety in flight. The female led, the
young followed, and the male bird lingered behind.
E'inding that the chicks were being beaten in the
race, the male oovered their retreat by slackening
his speed and by deliberately turning aside. When
this devioe proved unavailing, ho stopped and rushed
round and round his mounted enemies in ever de-
creasing circles. A shot seemed to have disabled
him, as he had fallen and appeared unable to rise
again. Under the impression that the ostrich was
seriously wounded, Mr. Anderson advanoed towards
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the bird. Bnt, to his amazement, the apparently
disabled ostrich now stood up and darted away as
fast as his legs would carry him, while his wife
and family, profiting by the delay, were by this
time well beyond the reach of danger.

An animated discussion has arisen among natu-
ralists as to the real significance of the death-feint
which obtains in various organic groups. A well-
known instance of this deceptive characteristic occurs
in that common British bird the landrail or corn-
crake. When caught by a dog, the bird appears
quite lifeless, and it continues in this state so long
as its life is menaced. But no sooner does an oppor-
tunity for escape present itself, than the corncrake
almost miraculously recovers consciousness and avails
itself of its first chance to regain its liberty. The
water rail will practice a similar trick, and some-
times successfully. It has, however, been argued
that these birds do in reality succumb to fright,
and that their seeming insensibility is not merely
a ruse to escape the penalty of death at the hands
of their enemies. This may be so. But how are we
to explain the circumstance that this alleged swoon-
ing presents such methodical phenomena? Why,
when completely overcome with fright, does the
cunning corncrake keep its weather eye open to
the first opportunity for escape ? It certainly does
seem remarkable that these attacks of insensibility
should so closely coincide with the moment of danger,
and that the bird’'s sudden restoration to watchful
consciousness should be so timed that it derives
every available advantage in its endeavors to escape.
On the whole, it appears reasonable to assume that
the laws that govern conduct are substantially iden-
tical throughout the higher organic realm, and that
truly instinctive actions have been very materially
conditioned by the experiences which the organism
and its ancestors—immediate and remote—have
encountered in the course of evolution. No one
need dispute that birds and other animals succumb
to shock, but this is an entirely different phenomenon
to the seemingly deliberate simulation of death which
occurs in the corncrake, as well as in those instances
earlier advanced of birds which assume the attitude
and appearance of death in order to distract the
attention of their fo9s from their highly prized
progeny.

There can be but little doubt that instinct and
reason both blend to establish these complex re-
sponses to unfavorable circumstances. Animals that
have thus adapted themselves to their environment,
consequently derive advantages to selves and offspring.
In the main, they thereby secure a longer lease of
life for themselves, and bequeath in terms of heredity
their habits, instincts, and mental powers to their
descendants, who profit by them in turn. And not
only do the descendants profit by their inherited
aptitudes ; they also tend to render them more per-
fect than they were before. Along these lines have
been developed those wondrous wiles and devices
which astonish even the naturalist, accustomed as
he is to the marvels of organic Nature.

T. F. Palmer.

Mark Twain’s War Prayer.

Mark Twain was known the world over as a
humorist and a Freethinker, but few of bis readers
knew the extent of his Freethought. Owing to the
opposition of his pious wife, who was a formidable
critic on the hearth, many of his iconoclastic jests
were suppressed, and his most clearly expressed
heresies remained unpublished, or were issued in
privately printed volumes of limited numbers. How-
ever, through the sincerity of hiB friend and bio-
grapher, Mr. Bigelow Paine, a dear account of
Mark Twain’s opinions was issued.

Probably wo shall never know how far Twain's
writings were edited and blue-pencilled in the in-
terests of Mrs. Grundy. Some of his jokes have
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disappeared from late editions of his books, notably
the jest on Joseph and his brethren, in which Joagpa
says, “ Pity me” ; and Twain adds, “ his brethren
pitted him.” Even the great humorist's serioos
attempt at philosophical writing, What is Man ? wa3
circulated only among his friends during his lifetineQ
and its wider publication prevented after the author s
death. .

A suppressed article by Mark Twain was reoall0
recently by Dr. Henry Newmann in a lecture a
livered before the Ethical Society of St. ljors
U.S.A. The article entitled, “ The War Prayer,” T
counts how a regiment, on its way to the figh*10®
line, goes into a place of worship and prays
viotory. At the conclusion of the invocation,
white-robed stranger enters the church, and tells t
troops that their appeal*will be answered favor@3J
if they will repeat it realising its aotual meaning
He then repeats the prayer, filling in the blanks 3
the original appeal:—

“ O Lord, we go forth to smite the foe, Help 00"~
tear their soldiers to bloody shreds with our ah® '
help us to cover their smiling fields with the pale *ot je
of the patriotic dead ; help us to lay waste their hrB)..e
homes with a hurricane of fire; help us to wring.
hearts of their unoffending widows with unava' ”
grief. For our sakes, who adore thee, Lord, blast *
hopes, blight their lives, make heavy their steps,

their way with their tears.” n

Acid Drops.

Prophecy is an occupation that appears to have a £ 1
attraction for many people. It is, at all events, an 8a"jjey
to follow. Prophecies are seldom dated, and, even » 4t
are, by the time the given date arrives the prophecy IS id.
gotten, and the prophet only reminds the public of it3e
ence in the rare instance of his having stumbled OI
truth. Since this War began we have been deluged by all
of forecasts as to what will happen when peace arrive3™ ~
as these have covered almost every possible eonting »
someone is bound to be able to say, “ | told you so.
curious thing is that merely because there is a much
number of men engaged in this War than in previous eg
llicts, it is expected to produce totally different consequ0
As though the psychological and social consequenc »
war are likely to be different because the number o
fighting happens to be twenty millions instead_0O jfd
millions, and because there are half-a-dozen nations in
instead of two or three.

N

et

N

Iipt
One prophet—* A. G. G.,” of the Daily
after the War this will be a “ profoundly serious ™ jifa
People will be concerned about the vital affair3 ii©)
instead of about its decorations. And in the end he 3"~
a complete refutation of himself by saying :—

“ The individual life is being changed too. A yQ0I* o'
writing home from the Front to his parents thisw® ' jt*
eluded thus, * No more office work for me.” He & s
thought that is shaping itself in many minds. ™ oife®
been a breach with the past; new tastes have been * ~ figj

new ideas of life and its values have come to hi (s
demands for self-expression will issue from thou

lips. What are we doing to prepare to meet those ae  (fic
the demands of those, for example, who say, \
work for me,” and who will insist either here or els® iegti®

the life of the open air and fruitful labor? The la““ " e”u

has been blanketed just when it is more urgent tna

just when we are realising how true was the dictum Orp/P

that ‘ that State is strongest which has the largest p

of its people with a direct interest in the soil.”” -,«0%°
Now, how is it possible, if “ many minds ” are exp »
the feeling, “ No more office work for me "—which 0
all, only another way of saying “ No more WOr ™ pc.
civil occupation for mi”—Hfdr thik tb uidle for
serjous ordering of life. If jt means anythin”ryl]
it means that these men have felt the glamor th-lzﬁi o(ﬁ.k
and—we use the expression deliberately—the &by t)jeifi
irresponsibility. It is simply foolish to asBumme th&® |fiji*
who spoke thus was demanding open-air life a° ™0~
labor. For our own part, we know of many 0eeClu
thrown up posts, and who have said that if theyc
a commission, when the War is over, they will no ~cl)%,
their old occupations. But this is not evidence o gOii»j g
for the better, but a change in the direction ot.fl >4
moralisation. It means that the military Hf8'
number of cases, unfits people for the occupation3
times.
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AllV °near™ should anyone imagine that this outbreak
WePooplo with war. any more than previous wars
N fpo6~ 8*’ht and knowledge of comrades, friends,
feessa ow-c’untrymen dying saddens people naturally, but
iDa . them less ready to risk their own lives and kill
ftedr tQmM'  ®veryoue knows that it does not ; and when
tje Pfssnt War is over there remains as a national residuum
Mind '{ ~sP'r* awakened by a long war, and e ther the
Mref aBgrandisement that comes from victory, or the
d«e y re*enge that is horn of defeat. And the stupidity
tre pe j 8 that fighting will end war is seen in the fact of
vaton® ' WM ta*h thus, pointing out that the sweeping
kitas 01 Germany in 1870 gave an enormous impetus
d thigxy°ra*an8 militarism of later years. Not the lesson
Wtrov Var Wt the lesson of life is, that peace alone can
enlioij War' ®or peace spells education, humanisation,
the'rai niret'ti and genuine civilisation. And war spells

Messinal N ese’ as mO03t other things that are worth

e

w mea @not at all surprised at this “ no more office work
“Youganj ratQe °£ mind. It is only what one might expect.
Petted of y?un8 men who have enlisted find themselves
a praised and made much of in papers, and in
they af@and soc>al circles. For the first time in their lives
ft?made to feel that they are of some consequence t6
dR alori* They might have slaved away all their lives 11
ine' or warehouse, or workshop, without anyone but those

~“mediate circle feeling any concern whether they
C ‘“Paid or well-paid, alive or dead. They are needed
ia tt 8?d a military life has made them of consequence both

ZWeseyes and in the eyes of others. Natwnally,
Mvate lif 18lIPCknation to sink back into the obscurity of

8 Preg’ ks greater cares and responsibilities. And
i rthatC ~ pon® °£ Gle dangerous consequences of the
in 'R shall have to face. But the cure for this

i~datd of °Wnh kand8, I* involves a recasting of our
Woistr, Vafue?’ an(l giving to the virtues of peace and

s . ip”~8°E civil life their proper place in the ethical
cease to exalt the virtues of militarism over those
pursuits is to make a greater stride towards the
of war than all the warships that were ever

°* the
cannon that were ever cast.

News says that “ the Bishop of London hopes
'0dsVAS*°n will soon be dealt with drastically.” Does
Bnicg? *nfend  banish port wine from the communion

j s ~Nifirmation service at Newhaven some of the candi-

'‘t"BRidkej Ji~*er8 iu khaki. As a rule, the candidates
Ded flappers.

AW
Nibs {1 © younf Indian etephaiit at the Zoo, has suc-
-1" ao o :His end wa:
in %,’“oen&%%calﬁeolgs.p%rgw&? lie was u ? Pedl
n Jby Christians anxious to know whe

ca sl X

Al
o Bt -
; e's'’n 7 Htas *£ £ko ®ev-F. B. Moyer has been reading
G/9 £ Sohn™i  ef Bible and Beer, for, writing on “ Short
Idui is teadfm'i.,'U £ke -Daily Chronicle, he gays the
bo « t0 organisations and societies what she
» 0> w b T iL herself-. Bat in many cases she is
“bie|gA bold v , larg0 investments in breweries and
thtoaa*6 iuraib,? P~ristian people, and by the subsidies
PP° ~ork.  Jod Ky IbO0 trade for Christian and philan-

'‘Betst iecentlv N'«blander, who had lost his mascot,
Jiytel; eupplvh- kroagb a Loudon newspaper, to be-
* b'aiui, of the with a substitute. No ono sent him

thea 6 black r,aiU's’ kut a Hither Green_girl forwarded
°gs, Puppy, iQQijg as jf roiigion was going

8§ 8Wat.God

NeiO8rQY £ b° pleased with us,” says a writer in
PPort the P'ous people give their threepenny
i *gl°u of the Prince of Peace.

* 'cats7 ' savs pFf is £o bave the blessing of the Bishop
‘ath fbo use _fWsPaPer«alluding to the Church Army
6 ePi8copai y Soldiers. Will the waitresses partici

| in thQ
tahii’nsnn5erstand ~News>Mr. H, G. Wells says that he

VnsWi at the nat dovil bas got into the Liberal

ot a uni?r"Sent time to make us a jarring
“m\Welig ajted forco tor pacific reconstruction.”
a°Pt the vocabulary and demonology

N
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of colored gentlemen on the Gold Coast? And has Mr. Wells
ever heard of the juryman who “ damned ” the obstinacy of
the other eleven ?

In a sermon preached at St. Paul’s, Bishop Joscelyne told
the following story:—

“ | heard the other dav of acaptain to whom was entrusted
the duty of censoring the letters written home by his men.
The officer had laid aside his faith, and had long been known
as an Agnostic ; but as he read letter after letter full of the
comfort and hope a man’s religion gives him in moments of
such terrible strain, his heart was melted, and he has since
that time became a convinced Christian.”

This is very convincing, but for the sake of others more
sceptical than ourselves, it would have been well to have
given the name of the ship or the captain. It is quite
clear that all sailors are Christians, and that both their
letters and conversation are full of the hope and comfort
derived from religion. And we can quite realise that the
captain of a battleship, quite unaware of the fact that
the men under him were Christians, and that being Chris-
tians, their letters contain references to religion, would be
converted when he made the discovery. Still, not for our
sake, but for that of others, we wish that Bishop Joscelyne
had given the name of this remarkable captain.

That ardent temperance reformer, the Bev. F. B. Meyer,
writing in the Daily Chronicle, says that Christians should
take a solemn vow to abstain from alcohol while the War
lasts. If this advice is followed, we may see lemon-squash
or ginger-beer used in the Communion Services.

Mr. Frederic Harrison has been recommending the classics
and the Bible as a solace during war-time. We fear that
Mr. Thomas Atkins will not take kindly to Catullus or
Theocritus, but the Kaiser might read the stories of Daniel
in the Lion’s Den, and Jonah and the Whale, in order to see
what some Jewish gentlemen did when they were in tight
places. -

The Daily Mail has offered (£5,000 for the best War
photographs. They ought to get a picture of deceased
soldiers entering heaven for that money.

“ A tune that brings tears to the eyes is a great posses-
sion,” says a writer in a daily paper in regard to “ The Men
of Harlech.” Just so1l But sometimes, as in the case of
mission bands, the tears may be caused by rage.

The Kev. J. M. Thompson, who is the Dean of Divinity
at Magdalen College, Oxford, justifies the War on the ground
that “ the death of Christ was an act of war, being a blow
struck as well as accepted.” One would naturally infer that
he could not object to the application of the title Prince of
Strife to his Lord and Master, for he does by implication say
that it is “ a Christian thing to fight in this War.” For this
view the reverend gentleman has the authority of the well-
known hymn, “ The Son of God goes forth to war,” and, of
course, the Son of God can only go forth as leader or general.
So profoundly convinced of this is Mr. Thompson that he
finds fault with “ those Bishops who are prohibiting their
younger clergy from fighting.” He even believes that, being
Christian in character, the War will result in much good all
round. It will “ create not only a new Europe, but a new
Church.” After this, who will not say that tho supreme
War-Lord is not the Kaiser, but Jesus Christ, the Prince,
not of Peace, but of Strife ? No wonder Christianity is said
to be “ a progressive religion,” and that its Founder’s teach-
ing stands in need of “ constant re-editing and re-trans-
lation.” -

A popular Presbyterian minister, the Bev. J. Stephens
Boose, of Upper Tooting, admits that the Churches are no
better attended now than they were before the War. In
August and September “ neglectful members turned up regu-
larly in all our churches; but it soon broke down,” with the
result that religious indifference is, to say the least, as pro-
nounced as ever. It was a fundamental mistake to declare
that the War was driving the people back to their God. The
men of God who did so with great confidence are now silent
on tho point. o

Dr. Horton is a dogmatist of the first water. Ho always
speaks ex cathedra, and woe be to them who have the
audacity to differ from him. Ho has just preached a sermon
on tho Person of Jesus, in which he asserted that Jesus
“ still remained before us a Fact,” and this is admitted
by “all candid minds,” the simple truth being that “ the
greatest men admired Jesus most.” Those who attempt
to “show that Jesus never lived at all ” are dismissed
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as unworthy of any notice; and yet no historical fact is
more undeniable than the fact that the Gospel Jesus is
not an historical character. He is a wholly unnatural and
purely fictitious being, who never existed except as a literary
creation. The Gospels are clearly works of an imagination
dominated by superstition. Dr. Horton claims Goethe and
Carlyle as believers in Jesus; but, surely, he cannot be
ignorant of the fact that the Jesus admired by those two
great men was essentially different from the one whom
the reverend gentleman urges his fellow-men to worship
and trust for the salvation of their souls.

The imaginative flights of London schoolchildren have
astonished the County Council examiners, whose report has
just been issued. Candidates were asked to write a letter
to the sun, and some of the addresses given were: “ Hot
Street, Sunland ; Solar System Road, Space Street, Nowhere ;
Blue Sky House, The Heavens.” This reminds us of the
little girl who addressed a letter, 1God, Heaven,” and
received the envelope back from the Post Office officials
endorsed, “ Addressee not known.”

American Christians have started a movement to supply
soldiers at the European battle-fronts with Bibles printed in
their own languages. We trust that the Oriental troops will
not be supplied ; for if they do read the Bible they will see
that the Christian soldiers treat the divine commands with
high-sniffing contempt.

Rev. Campbell Morgan quoted one of W. S. Gilbert's
witty lines the other day, and said that while it contained
an important truth, it did not strike the author as being of
much consequence. We are afraid that Mr. Campbell
Morgan is not equal to the task of judging W. S. Gilbert.
Genuine humor always has an undercurrent of gravity about
it, otherwise it runs the danger of being mere clowning.
The smile of the real humorist is often on the borderland of
tears, and beneath much of Gilbert's wit there lay a very
shrewd judgment and a very serious purpose. He himself
expressed it well when he made the Jester in The Yeoman
of the Guard say that the way to make one's fellow-creatures
wise was to always “ gild the philosophic pill.” Dr. Camp-
bell Morgan’s method is to give an absurdity a covering of
gravity, and then to imagine that he is talking philosophy.
And there are always enough people who mistake obscurity
for depth to supply him with an appreciative audience.

The story of a gardener’s claim to a peerage was recalled
in an action before Mr. Justice Avory recently, and the
newspaper editors used large-type headlines in reporting the
case. There was nothing very startling in the lawsuit,
when one remembered that Englishmen profess to worship
a carpenter-god. -

The Belgian Minister of Marine has stated that the
Government will erect monuments to perpetuate the
memories of German acts of cruelty on the spots where
atrocities have taken place. They will be sermons in stones.

The official report which has been issued concerning the
Transvaal rebellion shows that it was largely due to the
prophecies of the notorious Van Rensburg, who saw visions
which impressed the Biblical minds of the Dutchmen. It
is a startling coincidence that the European trouble was
caused by the God-intoxicated Kaiser.

! iDuring the singing of the opening hymn at the Primitive
Methodist Church, Ramsbottom, recently, Mrs. Sarah Card-
well fell down dead. As the lady was not attending a Free-
thought meeting, there is no moral.

Dr. A. C. Dixon, of Spurgeon’s Tabernacle, is evidently
faced with a declining congregation. At the annual meeting
of the Tabernacle he advised members to close the associated
missions in order to attend the Sunday morning service—in
other words, to supply him with a larger congregation. Dr.
Dixon plaintively explained that conditions are very different
to what they were. People do not now take religion for
granted; you must “ begin with the alphabet of religion,
and convince men that sin is real, that the Bible in inspired,
and that Christ is divine.” This is vory sad, and wo wonder
how many such people Dr. Dixon has brought over since his
arrival in England ? It is possible that he may have kept
some few more or less benighted individuals from giving up
Christianity, but wo cannot conceivo anyone with even tho
brains of a domesticated rabbit being brought over to
Christianity by a preacher of Dr. Dixon’s calibre.
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It looks as if Mr. H. G. Wells, the well-known o'
were a Spiritualist. He says: “ 1 met and Kkilled Catl
Bernard Shaw in the Daily Chronicle some weeks &0 «
had become a duty ; but his spirit, | regret to see, still
We do not believe in ghosts, but we hope that Mr. Wells
be haunted by this phantom for many years.

Mdme. Sarah Bernhardt, the world’s greatest actress,™
has undergone a serious operation, has a brilliant wit.
visiting America, Talmage, the revivalist, made an a /4gj
her from the pulpit. The great actress sent the preac »
note : “ It is not customary for persons in our professi
insult one another.”

“ The earth is the Lord’s,” we used to be told »
according to Billy Sunday, the American evangeIB>
Devil owns a very large part of it—at least in
Here i$ that gentleman's summary of the owneFlshug 24
of the United States, as given by the
York)

* Boston is a hell-hole.”

“ San Francisco is a cesspool of hell.”

“ Philadelphia may be one of the most religion3
its size in the world, all right, but it is one of the ro
politically.”

* Cincinnati and St. Louis, in the vileness and ro»
proclivities that damn and rot this country to-day-

“ There's rotten, stinking, corroding, corrupt, bel ‘
God-defying, devil-ridden New York.”

We do not suppose that this list exhausts Satan S t
ship, but it is enough to go on with. It should, how0
counted to his credit that he doesn’t own Billy Sunday'
belongs to the Lord.

j-jeed

icje’L

ijji

There appears to be some decent things in Billy ~ 0
speeches, and some folk have been wondering W1
came from. In a Memorial Day speech—comm®
the soldiers who fell in the war between North and

Sunday said «

“ This is a day for memory and for tears
nation bends before its honored graves and pay8 fat3

dust the tearful tribute of its love. Gratitude is jj
flower that sheds its perfume in the human heart. _n

Thirty-five years ago someone else said on
occasion :—

“ This is a day for memory and tears. A _ 5 . i
bends above its honored graves, and pays to nos 4
tribute of its love. Gratitude is the fairest flower
its perfume in the heart.” At

This “ someone else ” was Colonel Ingersoll.
in reporting Sunday’s speech, said that it was “ “P* 7
the fire of God," it might have added, and stoé />\D0 I
great Freethinker by the audacity of an
ruffian. )
M
What a pity that Private Lowe, at present in the Fﬂ
Hospital at Millbank, did not have a number of pi0“XUF
praying for his recovery. It would have been <
example of an answer to prayer. Private Lowe, I™ yt° »
explained, has been dumb for over six months, °
bursting of a shell. Quite accidentally the ot [j(a™jt
placed his hand on a very hot water pipe. iif
and the exclamation, “ Gosh, it's —hot 1”7 The Dx0sge0 (0
quite as well as a prayer-meeting could have 3 gpl®,
job, perhaps better. Anyway, pietists have IoB jjtifii
opportunity. All they can now do is to discovo ifi
one was praying all the time. We should not b
this turns out to be the case.

4S
Unselfishness ought to be above advertise®0" jg%
sacrifice should bring its own reward. This 13 prXi)»1
Rev. J. H. Shakespeare ought to take to heart.

elect of the Free Church Council, ho assures ~ ibe»»

tho Free Churches are “ not thinking so ® a0, t® »
outlook, as of the service which they can ren< Ofte m
Yet he does not hesitate to advertise the dU® aSger

who belonged to Nonconformist Churches, a3

the young men who swing past us in tho stree 1
and ready for anything, “ have been trained ® jj,ec* (f
tions.” Of course, the inference is that this 1 i aB
their readiness to volunteer. And if that ®

ment, it is a rather close imitation. Mr. Sb» fd0 ju

to remember that there never is much troOjja ,
people anywhere to volunteer for fighting-

Germany, Russia, Servia, or anywhere else; »

the numbers raised by conscription, prrit»B
teered for service. Wo wonder what the

has had to do with them. Really, the

feature of the Puritan tradition is—cant.
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NOTICE.

Gsad after March 25, the business of The
Pioneer Press, will be transferred to
Parringdon Street, London, E.C.

To Correspondentl.

sdf e¥YGHt—We should have thought that the matter was
upob ~be sucoesa °f an army in the field depends
the0 mma’n*nanoe °f supplies. This in turn depends upon

towt®'u nnance soc'al antl industrial life of the country
dig t°a the Army belongs. Consequently, to throw every fit

tre  ~’bodied man into the Army would be to give away to
loaventmy wh°l0 influence of our national resources and
Jtch the Army unsupported. As a matter of fact, Lord
Ol eRer has actually advised able-bodied men in various
te*rei 1008 they are serving their country better by
xtj ,PIn8 where they are than by enlisting. And even con-
lino" 'm?,”\oea n°t put every able-bodied man into the fighting
S ‘that would be sheer ‘suicide.
tre °gES—fl@ceived. See “ Sugar Plums.” We appreciate
know tS , wahes that accompany your subscription. To
of thei, we have deserved a kindly thought from friends
opinio  ~°0°Ifl cause ” has always been gratifying. For the
Ip » 3°f others we have never been greatly concerned.
precjA?D(Pittsburgh, U.S A') —We note your continued ap-
arai'?n °f the Freethinker, and your efforts to increase its
Rreallv’n* WI'h re8arfl to the other matter in your letter, it
directio a ¢uesti’°n of spending one’s energies in this or that
mre im  Ani“yon seem to us to take the wiser view that the
less impor~lant wor” should always take precedence of the

heea W T ljeUer w'th enclosure for Honorarium Fund to
«ortlv Ve '10Pe to publish a complete list of subscriptions
vV J R

yery doubtfl B (Uganda).—Carlyle’s position in religion is a

Joulfl ul 0 He was certainly not a Christian. You
“eeler °». __much information in the late J. M.
ely y@3" lographical Dictionary of Freethinkers We do not

furies r C?8t'on, being, as you say, surirounded hY fuis-
hilej = From what you say, their religion has evidently
@ir\o jegac}?mt; em orr{g\inary courtesy. You have, ver
v >4f reasorn to suspect the genufheness of then

tg, ,, ' than they have to suspect your unbelief.

Socieqé L imited, office is at 2 Newcastle-street
W “Sdon-street, E.C.

3y®D for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed t<
Qjw ~tie-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

tiJ for literature should be sent to the Shop Manager of th(

*»4,1?.Preaa> 2 Nowoastlo-stroet Farringdon-street, E.O.
V lottcthe Editor.

°fécsThinler wiu be forwarded direct from the publishini
*®8 \? any Part of the world, post free, at the followinj

AN r r ia:~°ney°ar i03,6d*j haii yoar’ 59- 3d-: threi

Sugar Plums,

itnmaSod b0 a position to state that there is a

toa 8 (Mar’iVCtnent in Mr- Foote’s health at the timo of
RJy WorV9~  Eut he is still forbidden by his doctor

a petf,, ' an”> disagreeable to him as are such orders,
tryino =C0' ob°y them. Mr. Foote has passed through

8¢ ,8s *bat nfivfé’ bu danger has now passed, and ho
i, ~"attera" ,Weeb be hopes to bo again fit for work. In
ttulr8 Maturd 107 Ovcer, it is the wisest policy to avoid

by ' be Wo feel sure that all his friends would
A to (fji. gating better than risk a relapse
5 »edll ~Oote'a 1 *00 early. As one correspondent
2®»« is of more than local interest ; it

"and"ity a P°rsonal concern. The movement

8ht ‘ban tn v thuch_better, at present, to live for
u me for it.

ar
ittS
8,fH , Bbjoct to a deal of harassing labor
> cnwv lavo been contributory to his break-
Ppily > * t thon,wSe bas involved a lot of correspond-
and many legal consultations.
*BM he* °u8b leoni °w Pr°ceeding in quite a satisfactory

»QJeilbe jJ1l4be tronv-pl0008808 cannot bo hurried. There
by t, 10 of securing now premises, which,

tolCetasa et'10d-~80 f notlce at the top of this pago, has
O faces t~be both,,, T arrangomcnts for occupancy are
fber~ba« *bent!w the actual removal still remains
~bor of . 18ovor it is hoped to make head-
cr a>dth pDg8 importance to the future of

0 roethought movement generally.
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The removal of the Pioneer Press involves the removal of
the N. S. S. and the Secular Society, Ltd. It was found
impossible to acquire suitable premises that would accom-
modate both the Freethinker and the Secular Society, Ltd.,
hut offices have been obtained at 62 Farringdon-street, next
door to the Pioneer Press, so that, short of being under
the same roof, the two branches of the movement will
still be in contact. The date of the Society’'s removal
will be on March 25. Until that date, letters on the
Society’s business will be addressed as hitherto.

After the announcement in last week's “ Personal ” with
reference to the Honorarium Fund, we had hoped to have
given this week a complete list of subscriptions to date. This
list is, however, among Mr. Foote’s papers, and he is still too
unwell to look it up and prepare it for the press. In
these circumstances, those who have already sent will excuse
a little longer delay in receiving public acknowledgement of
their subscriptions. A number have already been acknow-
ledged through the medium of the Correspondence Column,
and others by post. And all subscribers may depend upon
seeing a full public recognition of what has been received, so
soon as circumstances admit of its publication.

Mr. W. Davidson writes, in the Tottenham Herald, a very
useful letter which contains an effective reply to one of the
stock slanders on Thomas Paine. This is a form of propa-
ganda of which we should be pleased to see Freethinkers
more readily avail themselves. Very frequently these slan-
ders on Freethinkers and misrepresentations of Freethought
are due to deliberate malice, but they are sometimes set
down in all innocence, due to the writers following some
Christian tract or pamphlet that lies before them. In such
cases, a brief, temperate letter stands a fair chance of ad-
mission to the columns of a newspaper, and the result is all
to the good. We repeat we should like to see individual Free-
thinkers busy themselves in this direction, and one day we
hope to see the work of the National Secular Society so
organised that keeping an eye on the press— particularly
the provincial press—is made a part of its regular work.
Most societies do a great deal of work in this direction,
and their existence and objects are thus brought before
many who would otherwise remain in ignorance of them
and their work. Of course, there would always be the
religious boycott to fight, but it is not nearly so strong
in the provincial press as i3 commonly imagined, and, at
any rate, pegging away has an effect on this as well as
on other things.

In May next Mr. Arthur B. Moss will be sixty years of age,
and will have completed forty years’ service for Freethought
as a lecturer and writer. By a happy coincidence, Mr. W.
Heaford will also celebrate his sixtieth birthday, and will
have served a similar period. Oar congratulations are
heartily given to the two veterans.

A chatty leaderette in a recent issue of the Times dealt
with the question of “ Being Hard Up,” and pointed out
that since the War commenced people are less diffident about
admitting the fact It suggests that greater frankness on
this subject would be advisable at all times For our own
part, we quite fail to soe why a man should any more be
ashamed of not having as much money as he could spend
than he should be ashamed of having less inches than his
neighbor. There are many things more valuable in the
world than making money, and, conversely, there are many
worse statos than being without it. And, after all, “ hard-
upednes3 ” is a rolative condition. Tho man with a thousand
a year is hard up at the side of the man with ten, and he in
turn is a pauper compared with the multi-millionaire.

It is all a question of the current standard of worth.
And the truth is that in this—and other— Christian countries
the estimation in which people are held does dopend largely
upon their banker’s balance. When a man dies there is a
far wider interest in how much money he left than in what
he did during his career. One's social position is made to
turn largely upon tho district iu which one lives, the house
in which one dwells, the number of servants one keeps— all
entirely a question of money. When a man’s daughters
are spoken of as having “ married well,” all that is usually
implied by the expression is that they have married a man
with a large income. Because a man has a large income, it
is assumed that he is in some unspecified way tho superior
of tho ono with a small income ; just as the fact of a country
having vast “ possessions ” and au enormous trade entitles it
to bo called a “ great” nation. The worship of wealth is
to-day carried to greator lengths than at any other period
in tho world’s history, and it is significant that it is most
pronounced in countries that make the greatest display of
their Christian belief.)
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A Book of Pity and of Death.

The Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam; A variorum edition of
FitzGerald's rendering by F. H. Evans. 1914.

The publication of a new and handsome variornm
edition of the Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam is a farther
proof that Edward FitzGerald has taken his place
definitely as an English classic. It is only a few
years ago that his book reached the larger public,
and so great was the appreciation, that hundreds
of thousands of copies were sold, and an edition
even produced at a penny. Yet when FitzGerald
died in 1883, he was almost unknown, and only a
few discriminating judges of fine literature knew
his name. Indeed, the general public had very little
chance of hearing it. Of a shy disposition, he took
more pains to avoid fame, than others do to seek it.
He wrote about remote subjects, which appealed
only to cultured people. When his friend Tennyson
dedicated *“ Tiresias” to FitzGerald, the tribute
seemed merely the outcome of friendship, and the
average reader discounted the praise of that.—
------ golden Eastern lay,
Than which | know no version done
In English more divinely well.”
A man is known by his friends, and FitzGerald's
friendships were notable. At school he made ac-
guaintance with James Snedding, the editor of Lord
Bacon’s works, and at Cambridge with Thackeray.
The years that followed united him to Alfred and
Frederick Tennyson, Carlyle, Bernard Barton the
poet, Lawrence the artist, and others.

FitzGerald’s biographer, like the immortal knife-
grinder, has no story to tell. Edward FitzGerald
was born at Bredfield in 1809, the same year as
Darwin and Tennyson. Educated at Bury St
Edmunds and at Cambridge, he followed no pro-
fession ; but lived a life of leisured ease. Till 1853
he lived mainly in a thatched cottage at Boulge, near
his brother’s house, Boulge Hall. He was in lodgings
in Woodbridge from 1860 to 1874, when he settled
down in a house of his own, named Little Grange.
And “ Laird of Little Grange,” as he liked to sign
himself, he remained till his death, at the age of
seventy-four, in June, 1883. He is buried in Boulge
Churchyard, and a rose, transplanted from the tomb
of Omar Khayyam, was planted on his grave.

Carlyle saw in it only a “ peaceable, affectionate,
nltra-modest man,” and an “ innocent far-niente life.”
Like Shelley, FitzGerald was fond of the sea, and had
an affection for fishermen and sailors. One old Viking,
the fishermen of Lowestoft, whom we know as
“ Posh,” he numbered among his personal friends.
The Viking succumbed to an undue devotion to
Bacchus, but FitzGerald was no harsh judge of
human frailties. As a faot, the great poet who
gave us The Rubaiyat, that rhapsody of wine, woman,
and song, was very abstemious. A vegetarian, he once
nearly killed his friend, Tennyson, by persuading him
to try the simple life for six weeks.

The little that FitzGerald wrote was all published
anonymously, except “ Six Dramas of Calderon ” in
1853. He wrote a memoir to an edition of the
poems of his friend, Bernard Barton, in 1849. Two
years later he printed his remarkable dialogue,
“ Eupbranor.”  “ Polonius ” appeared in 1852, a
rendering of the “ Agamemnon” in 1876, and four
editions of his masterpiece, The Rubaiyat, came out
before his death, the first appearing the same year as
Darwin’s Origin of Species, without gaining imme-
diate recognition. FitzGerald wrote many letters, and
they are among the most readable in the language.
Addressed to intellectual giants, they are full of
piquant reading. His taste was all for old books
and old friends, familiar jests and familiar places.
His special literary favorites were Cervantes, Soott,
Montaigne, and Mdme. de Sevigne, she herself a lover
of Montaigne ; and with a spice of his Freethought in
her. Of course, he loved Omar Khayyam, and that
old-world Freethinker, Lucretius. He hated London,
chiefly for hiding nature. Like Thoreau, he knew the
life that suited him, and refused to be turned aside
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from it. If any justification were needed, his
of Omar’s wonderful “ Rose of the Hundred-and-03
Petals ” would be enough.

The new edition of the poem reveals FitzG4a
as a deliberate artist. Like Gray, with his ®a®,
fioent “ Elegv in a Country Churchyard,” he p°'3 .
and arranged his diamonds of verse till ho
formed a splendid coronal, which time cannot 1
Here we can follow the editions, verse by v@& J
as FitzGerald improved upon them, and there 0 »
guestion that the last is, far and away, the beat, 5
imaginatively and verbally. , . .8

Some translations are finer than the orip0O 1
W itness the New Testament, written in canine Gr®
and rendered into divine English, What a .
tion of Omar was FitzGerald’'s! ‘A planet &%
than the sun that cast it,” said his friend TenorsO‘1
and could there be a finef jod@e? The magnifio*
opening is pure, unadulterated FitzGerald’ da
tbrougbout the poem the mere Oriental fanoi@”
the old Persian are transmuted into symbols of weel\
wide significance. There is always an enlarge® "
of vision, a progress from mere fancy to P°I8d
imagination, from pretty decoration to all
beauty. The pity B deepened an® e Sceptid.
heightened. In one of the later quatrains, hy
addition of two simple words, FitzGerald has tor
a commonplace idea into a fearful indictffleD*
Orthodox belief:—

* O Thou, who man of baser earth didst make,
And even with Paradise devise the snake,
For all the sin wherewith the face of man
Is blackened, man'’s forgiveness give—and take m
How apposite, too, is the directness of the a*‘&Cji
Orthodoxy. Omar had in his mind the Moha®® .~
religion; but FitzGerald was addressing Cbrt™Mi
readers. With what grim pleasure must hO j
penned the lines, written by the old astrono®6/
in the tenth century:—
“ Oh, threats of hell and hopes of paradise !
One thing at least is certain—This life flies.
One thing is certain, and the rest is lies,
The flower that once has blown for ever dies. n

FitzGerald’'s masterly version is, doubtless» jj
finest Epicurean poem in the English langoO®."-
is the old, old protest of humanity againstthe ~
ness of Orthodoxy, expressed as it was |[j
expressed before in English verse. The nighf'® 3
of old-world Persia sing of wine and roses; b %jj
against a background of pity and of death.
poem, this shy dreamer of dreams evolved a0 “Y?
more lasting than we ourselves, or he, or
Suffolk coast he lived on. Oh, immortals 0L
ture! The old Persian poet writes his P°#efi\
dies, and a thousand years after the tired ®' f§
forgetting for a little space his counting-'10: Of tt1
his ledgers, lives a freer life in the wonderlan
poet’s genius. Here are nymphs and roses, gr (
imaginings and human memories; a sense ot Ju00.
in human things.” This is immortality» s’
Under the poet’s opiate wand he dreamO
same dream for one little hour- -and is

“ What good is like to this,

To do worthy the writing, and to write,
Woithy the reading and the world’s deligB @S,

MIIINE*3.

Christian Apologetics.

The Rev. A. Moorhouse (No. 5N
The Rev. Arthur Moorhouse, Professor 0 9fof j
tament languages and literature, who ola*"1 “i“Jjj
anoient Hebrew scriptures a high degree n

ration,” in his further proseoution of *“ A

makes the following remarkable statement0”™ Gerj,
“ The Old Testament was not given to * of~"

or to the historian, as such, but to the wOs t*

Inspiration does not guarantee its accuracy tec”fr,
which concern physical science, nor the c c0(00‘s 1
its historical details. Tho Bible is not co

those things, as such........ Tho first two e
Genesis were not designed to give an a°
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g thi °f the world after the method of our modern
Hg < Wr*ters........ The writer's aim was religious.
t"nce was defective from our point of view; but
n°t disqualify him as a God-inspired teacher
religion .The first three chapters of Genesis do
Nor?04688 *° I*e history in our sense of the word........
n there any valid reason for thinking that this is
ttonJu. ta'raoul°nsly dictated. Our fathers may have
° “80! hut the Bible does not say so.”

=i0no®e aPologetic admissions the alleged inspi-
mn t, 6 0ld Testament has not a leg to stand
Aj_Jis pure \wensense to say that the weiters
°j tig¢€on°erned ” with the accuracy or other

it + aoeounts. X0 the cbapisis refevied ta
Idﬁ%’lt?‘ Ply thou@ht—they were—recording fasts-
so’ wben paraphrasing the Creation
0°8”1ts°V’\*8Ant|qU|t|es the Jews and Christians
Uehfh® 13 *be aP°sfcolio age; so did the Christian
IPs  roagh all past ages; so did “ our fathers.”
i/lyj~hen Science and historical research
idmsthn™riu br?w saored aocounts to be ancient
Christian advocates bsgan to admit the
“g that h ill.°gi°ally maintaining, at the same
BT yj'*0 Ignorant Biblical writers were “ in-
Gie to docO Won,der our reverend apologist did not
applied gaufy e U Jmpinaftiom e for thet wond, winem
Once ? 1 °,n".0an meaa nothing less than dense
Wﬁ?ﬂ‘; fabﬁagf‘w—one or the other.
R8etoldd 8 .Ye Unions stories in Gen. i.—iii.,
aiaf_ - “ God-inspired teachers of religion ” ;
brWeh t,ay’ -be”™ were Incited by their tribal god,
f dsgPn™Ni-u6 whba,t that deity knew to be untrue.
a”atoon« ~ T " inspiration ” come in? Assuming
J'"8 81 this kind of inspiration, the question
iniasom i no™ t™0 Sod Yahweh impart to his
3eaav¥ :DOwMcdge of the truth? It would be
di? the infl°’r 7be Bible scribes, if they really wrote
o etorinoi QBno0 °f inspiration, to give a record
lly gc..or scientific facts, as to narrate a mass
~ tohanfu i Sinoe« then, their writings prove
% “llons ,-ru no knowledge of the truth, it logic-
*ij tribal Ntber that they were not inspired, or that

o

rQanf inspired them to write, was
i (r]){gmasllc%_’erpse Ves. ’
°at RS “pccial pleading, our great Hebrew

to say:~
the stories in Gen. i.—iii. are not

:%55{0&%@ and a“eger—y a-Fe—t:her'irltual

vli 8toov rt iule /... What man among us can read

it tout nr,,,,i *bo Temptation [of Eve] and the Fall

s I'tickeno . searching of heart? Who can deny that

,00 conscience and stirs the soul to its

Ik Uth w '{ 18 the spiritual teaching about sin, and
1t9% 4pad 1 14 that concerns us.”

Qriggj~ 0 statements are truly astonishing.

Vﬁ_i)l"" the- 6Sn- i- iii are not “ pioture and
au yn e nal H.°8568a no spiritual meaning what-
}é deabahrd atl\V0s. e Temptatlon and the

>. The*» “ islcadicg, besides bejn rel
%\ éﬁ% 6 * g@fréf H)é\
0t0|t ot@j Sln = man has not fallen, he has
csi@igth ment for sin that was_never

$Mea.a 4 the ".58Preme °f the ridioulous. Neither,
S q'.they g, ters record these stories as alle-

I8 Ok them as what they believed
liSon, tI8tian ,mbubted historical faots. No one,
iSier * °°at?8 or apologists, calls them
@°8QR the Old™mn’ is true, some allegorioal
T a _@®hafLi, eatame“t, but they are easily
~Ng. iX follow i ing are examples
tsailk' x**
V  SiayM 17

. J°tham’s parable of the Trees.
Nathan’Bstory of the Ewe lamb
2° Qe hi. Is~ T be Lord'sVineyard (Israel).

t8tthrob° has 41™ ~hOlord’s Servant (Israel).

thS>P ter?a?abe foregoing would call the
4re o'Ptei'e, Qr igenesis “ picture and allegory ”

C tial.™ h G ; he alleg0d events recorded i_

il r216ref, btl8 tho* °tber Parts of the Bible as
toin ?,ene8i8 accounts of the Crea-

S'tllk»»1'82'-8I P 1:3-«' Ik Job. nxTiil. 1-

S inMv.2yof heSS* Clv- 5~ 9' oxxxvl- 5—9
b 2 Cm  eW18allnded to in Job xxxi
y°4se IO\ *i. 81 Tim. iit i8> 14, etc

ich events narrated in Gen.
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i.—iii. are referred to, they are cited as historical
records of facts. Th9 Gospel Jesus is also repre-
sented as saying (Matt. xix. 4): “ Have ye not read
that he which made them at the beginning made
them male and female.” This is clearly a reference
to Gen. i. 27 : from which it would appear that either
the Christian Savior, or the Gospel-writer who placed
those words in his Savior's mouth, believed the first
chapter of Genesis to be a divine record of fact.

Our learned Professor next goes on to say:—

“ The facts of history and physical science can be
discovered by diligent search. But........ the feelings and
purposes of God towards us, and our true destiny in
the light of our relation to Him : these things the Bible
tells us, and the Bible alone.” “ 1t is asserted, how-
ever, that the critics have discovered wn-truths in the
Old Testament........ To that assertion | must give an
unhesitating and emphatic denial.” ----—-“ The Old Tes-
tament still speaks from God straight to the heart of
man. It still bears witness to Christ.”

The three foregoing extracts indicate the character
of the remaining portion of the book, and, as an
apologetic argument, the statements are unique.
Narratives whioh are found to be nothing but mis-
statements from beginning to end are asserted to he
“ God-inspired.” We are asked to believe that the
Hebrew god inspired some of his worshipers to write
a series of narratives, the whole of which were
nothing but a mass of falsehoods, and that these
tarradiddles were believed to be undoubted historical
fact through all succeeding generations by Jews and
Christians until comparatively recent times, and
were only then discovered to he false by a diligent
research of a few soeptics whose common sense
rejected them. And, with one important exception,
these statements are true : the Hebrew deity had no
part in the matter. As everyone knows, the ancient
Hebrew writers had no knowledge of the Universe
or of natural phenomena, and had no means of
getting any—not even from their tribal god, who,
like all the looal deities of Old Testament times, was
purely imaginary. Every nation, in the earliest of
those times, took its idea of the oosmos, in the first
instance, from some other nation: the Jews took a
great deal of theirs from Babylonia and Assyria, and
having done so, remodelled them, rejecting or altering
as they thought fit. Among these were the two
Creation stories, whioh are given separately, and two
Deluge stories, which they cleverly dovetailed into
one. Our Professor admits that the Babylonian
Creation stories were more ancient than the Hebrew
narratives, and that the latter might in some way
have been derived from them ; but he olaims that
the rejection of portions of the older stories by the
Jews, and their recasting the remainder into a more
orderly and sensible narrative, must be set down as
the result of inspiration. No one can, of course,
deny that the Genesis story in chapter i. is a very
great improvement on the Babylonian story, and that
it was composed, apparently, by a priestly writer,
who represented the god as aoting in a rational and
dignified manner: but that is all that can be said for
it. In the superstitious times of the Old Testament
history every nation had a god of its own, and every
people offered the same kind of animal sacrifices to
their national deity. There were no Atheists in
those days; for Atheism is a philosophy born of
knowledge, and the whole world was in dense
ignorance throughout the whole period recorded.
But, says our orthodox Hebrew Professor, “ it is
asserted that critics have discovered Mra-truths in the
Old Testament "—by which, probably, he means fic-
tions that cannot by any stretch of the imagination be
called allegorioal. The existence of avery large portion
of Hebrew literature of this character, in the Old
Testament, appears to have slipped his memory. He
must know, however, that the Book of Jonah and
the Book of Daniel are both pure fiotion, as is also
the Book of Job. By calling the last-named book a
“ poem ” does not alter its character one jot, and,
apart from the speeches, it contains an alleged his-
torical framework. We know, too, that the writers
of “ Ezekiel” and of the “ Epistle of James” both
believed Job to have been an historical person (Ezek.
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xiv. 14, 20; James v. 11). Next, our learned Pro-
fessor should know that the accounts of the Israelites
in Egypt, of the Ten Plagues, of the Exodus from
Egypt, of the construction of a grand Tabernacle
with an army of Levites in attendance on it, and of
the conquest of Canaan by the Israelites under
Joshua—that these alleged events are also pure
fiction. The history of Israel commences at Judg.
iii. 5, 6 ; the tribes of Israel named in Judg. v. were
Canaanites—a fact referred to by Ezekiel as well
known in his days. The temple service, as described
in the Chronicles, is another fiction, as is also the
destruction of the army of Sennacherib, and many
other Bible events too numerous to mention.

Lastly, the apologetic statement that the Old Tes-
tament “ bears witness to Christ” is one which is
not in agreement with fact: no such witness can be
found by rational and unprejudiced readers.

Abracadabra.

What it Means to be a Catholic.—lII.
A Lecture delivered in Chicago by
M. M. Mangasarian.
(Continued from p. 157.)
The important contribution of Petraroh to his

times was his discovery of the present. He made
the present more real than the far away future in
some other world, whioh had quite monopolised
everybody’s interest. He led men from the other
world to this, from the city of God to the city of
man. He said to them, “ Instead of begging to be
made immortal there, make yourselves immortal here,
and instead of looking for gods in the infinite waste
of spaoe, turn and meet them at your elbows.”
Petrarch was pre-eminently practical. He was
perhaps the first realist of modern times. At his
word ghosts and shadows vanished to make room for
flesh and blood. Alchemy, astrology, and theology,
the three barren sisters, were dethroned and exiled
to prepare for the coming of science. What igno-
rance had bound was liberated by science. The
winter of darkness ended, the world entered joyously
into the bloom and beauty of the Renaissance.

You see on the platform the bust of the man who
awakened Europe out of a long sleep—who charmed
the mind into the pursuit of truth. The flowers he
wears this morning are becoming to him. If we
knew how, we would make our tribute to his memory
as delicate and sweet-scented a3 these fragrant
flowers ; if the flowers themselves could speak, they
would tell us how happy they are to twins about the
brow of the man who discovered their beauty to a
blind world. Petraroh I Across the centuries we
gratefully press thy hand.

Dante, whose portrait appears on our program, is
as good a Renaissance text as Petrarch. He was one
of the earliest to open his windows to the new day.
Both Dante and Petrarch helped to re-establish the
interrupted connection between the modern and
the classical worlds. Dante and Petrarch were the
electrio wires, so to speak, whioh linked us once
more with the glorious antiquity of Greece and
Rome. Across these human wires flows into our
world to-day the high tide of light and power.

Dante, too, responded to the call of the hour in
masterpieces. He was the Titan of the new era.
We find in him the beginnings of the intellectual
revolution. With one foot in the Middle Ages, Dante
crossed the frontier with the other. Though still a
Catholio, he is also a oritio of Catholicism. One of
the arrows from his quiver wont straight to the
heart of the Catholic creed, and it still sticks there.
Dante regrets that Christianity had to resort to
miraoles to gain converts. It would havo been a
greater miracle thau any of those reoorded in the
Bible, he suggests, if Christianity had conquered
the world solely by the oharm and beauty of its
teachings. That was a superb comment. It was
a Renaissance argument—an argument of sweetness
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and light.
the supernatural. He made the religion that re"
to talking serpents, man-swallowing fishes, an™,_.
flying in the air to gain converts, look PP
Dante hopelessly crippled the great Catholio (
Thought and faith grappled, and the latter hes
limping ever since.

Bat neither Dante, Petrarch, nor their
distinguished Renaissanoe comrades, fully re
how revolutionary their teachings were. E°r
had discovered the Prometheus in man.

And Prometheus robbed the gods !

Let me explain : the Renaissance turned pe”
gaze, as already intimated, from the other ®"
world. To that change of direction we are in i
for modern civilisation. The Renaissance o ~
about a change of front of the universe. Fro <
day on, humanity, notwithstanding nameroQ3
lations, has been steadily moving forward. il

The radical difference between the Pagan a.”3{
Christian, or the European and the Asiatio P $
view, will be made clear by a comparison u
guiding motives of the Middle Ages with tboso [if
the Renaissance brought to bear upon but# ~
and thought. The Middle Ages solved every P -
by sacrificing the present to the hereafter,
admitted that there were many evils in the 0
that day, but what was the use of trying »° .jjt*
world which would soon be destroyed ? The® >

gV |

Christians considered it a waste of effort Qfd
perishing world. Moreover, if things were
here, there everything WolR® 5 gt < @

were deformed here, there everything
straight. If conditions were wretched
everything would be heavenly. The best(”™'4g
Middle Ages could offer was a promise. f
this world for the next,” was their one a®@W QA"
problems of life. Reforms here were o .
superfluous, sinoe, as intimated, the f/
doomed, and the beyong was already perfeq mot {(
was nothing left for man to do but w®
hereafter.

(To be continued.)

Critical Chat.

raisodlli
A very interesting and important question
réeent kectoire BY Viscount Bryce oh T RAaEE P
Factor in History.” There is, of course, n0 JBd9v
the power of this factor in influencing men’s Spqy (F ;
actions, but the vital question is that of the P°
verdds the infloente Bf BAvirbhMient. A carely Atil”
number of writers on this subject would be n
that with the majority—as with ordinary folk" ,a»
good deal of a W blessed” word dragged i° 1"V r/ll
difficultiy Wwheoevai e jjreseata ltetli. At * fhoV
read that the Latins are a decadent race, and Ape
stagnant one. At the next we are informed of ,nt&
virility of e ‘one—ankd tremen@eus strides A J«'1:
by the other. Notwithstanding the very mPf?Billtl(B/ u
people of this country, we have Anglo-Saxon
to F@neh o Latin onds, Rossian fracial 1L V
trasted with German *“ racial ” qualities, ,a ariadi>
existence of something that has been, so to
from other qualities, and of the workings i
boss absolutely reliable information,
ore or loss

he truth is, that all t
ofth—geesswer meveus-c wro@

with, such a thlng asa‘“ pure race ” is nowbe’\OfB (RN
Intermixture is the invariable rule, and no'f
achttteration of theprimitive stock— wo»-- NS

have been—been more pronounced than 1 #ij]j]gt
The successiye waves of conquest, with P
ceasiDg peaceful penetratlon have provetr® t

tlae exigtence of a “pure” race, AUy = »< /]
country is the story of all countries to a i1 %)},
Hegliee. WA EYilU Siedgiiby tb) the fuuelry bi? i i)}‘dlfy
the matter, has anyone ever been able to P0)
possessed by either a member of the Latin
BUE the HlabBrie BF (o AN -SerRkEN
possessed by all the rest? We do not mea $
no differences in the development of cert»1
may be freely granted. But are there a°'

With one wave of his pen he demo™ g

hl

'»ho

%

Js
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"stok” ,,, they are to be put down to “race,” or
Se0jeBr 'blood,” rather than to other influences? We

‘ier proof00/ 0 reP'y *n the affirmative, and there exists no
Eer Je °t any such distinction. All that anyone has
Hsiang T- v 8 40 sflow is that Frenchmen, Germans,
«i thet ii, imeri’ ant® Englishmen do exhibit differences,
mie jle8® differences are repeated generation after
. The truth of this is obvious, but between
achitted

truth and the professed explanation there
Tely wide gap indeed.

(2:
d'fferences are there, and if these differences
i . to what are they due, if not to race?
° say~all of us—that one man looks like a
Srana an° ” . like a Russian, and so on? Well, we

~egam uT® aro justifiéd in saying so; but these differ-
T1Tj 77 er explainable ' terms of a common social
Uncer //*an *n terms of stock or race. Given a people

-1 *e Sam 00 samo political institutions, and surrounded
fieration / ?®feral social environment, generation after
JRd ch,, Ighere will be perpetuated the samo general
lisaddi«n, ' Their habits (mental and physical), their
1 Gtain unjf GB. ~beir general outlook on life, will maintain
,> the onjB®?mby that cannot fail to impress the observer
iWitnessed h * curi®usly enough, the truth of this
/e'Winant t 3?ore3 °f writers who emphasise “ race ” as
.Prder an acf’r in life. The French Huguenots, bronght
$“lenBnr O uti8t government, after a generation or so
t ‘ties, atl Pn England, lose their assumed racial (Latin)

@®m a aro indistinguishable from Englishmen.
in the same way, soon display all
' S0 0, ‘csthat have been classed as specifically

»Wo so> w'tb the Danish, Norman, Dutch, and
jj 18 ‘he infitDen’i3 *n England. So, also, in America,
‘Pabtdw. nonce of a common emiteiunmant teods &0
Tdled m,.;.imon *yPe. an3 so eliminate the dominance of
6WW?EI§Ii ities. The whole matter may, in short
J* -w Baying that while human qualities are
«J*Wingj , am°ntally identical, the degree of develop-
ditea ~ certain qualities, the emphasis placed on
W les teffiaOVer °thers, and the rolative moral worth of
1(jWhape sntirely a question of social environment
titJh's that 0.1flsci‘ utions, customs, traditions, and beliefs,
%iveslxhe members of a group a c.haracter in
i I_&<W’unn loo Ep{em \Nl{h a Sentiment in common.
W t Oera® = InJuences, and, as history demonstrates
"t(nf i,~ain' yon will inevitably modify the “ racial ”
the whole people.

$

foi p8enflUr8e’ tho case of the Jew—that useful fall-
and wi,- °"scientific sociologists and cranky theo-

S been« 'B SOPPHY] 18 bo & URRHIVe disproof of
H uPof w h n tu abov0, But really, apart from the
skVaa REEer the Jew represents a “ pure” race or
~te WtQhlan at bis existence, and the existence of
Wjjj ~berai,, ces among Jews, furnishes additional proof
teiw atioQy tbr"UQun*  E°r while the Jews have lived in

W gs Om*b°nt many generations, they have been

/ Vebeen i, Pr ‘~e same environmental influences.
H6on-~riven fo<0” together in one quarter of a city,
?PpiJ.“viae B °oether by persecution, and an identity of
% *!>e Th* 6d by ‘be very means taken for their
j¥ouaMety tv.i onsequenco is, that while amongst Jews
u~to”~cal resp 0, Physiological variation, there exists a
A h j38 of tb ance sufficiently clear to stamp them
. . M8 have U ~i°.nP'  I-n brief, the conditions under
A teate a *Ved *u ab countries have been sufficiently

Wo» otn;,.ilrPuP likeness. And just as in the case
i EnnfiBata ‘° England, Dutch emigrants to
ft8 of0™ to j§  SOttlers in Ireland, so soon as the Jew

like- froely with the surrounding population,
grows faint and the *“ racial ” type

Sulcal

, relation to human society are
W/ S jLJF%l\ﬁsm)ﬂ}ollowed, they aro very likely to
: 9I,’thhatt - th sub-human world animals are
VW tel- *breeg r’q)cc(gion, and that, under the guid-
WWe 'lsi>oof a a “ chance ” variation may become
V eeivfiVPPlo tn i0 ° 8rouP' So we aro apt to apply
P>tb'Og, jt maniand to conclude that “ stock”
O(Wal*“ pH°f human beings will act in accord

Sd., 1t@er3. 1 rpnARi ac' er's *tsi Aiueh as breeds of dogs
INVbtnP W, 't the characteristics of their rifjme-
S 3 do~Wrationl reasoning overlooks a very
libiw Ot nerif' “~be superiority of the collie over
~SovW ‘7o) fgtrhaps one ought to say the difference
Say”lorffy 3f1143 a distinct physiological differ-

\y ii8 aneie , ‘' i0 most civilised race of men to-

1 ~bysioioo4 Babylonians or Egyptians, is not

gy at all. There is no evidence that
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the brain of man to-day is bigger or better than it was four
or five thousand years ago. There is no evidence that he is
better from a physiological or biological point of view. In
other words, as a biological fact the human race does not
improve. And yet improvement is there, and improvement
that is so patent it would be sheer lunacy to deny it.

What is the secret of the apparent paradox? The ex-
planation is to be found in the simple fact that the human
animal, in addition to that physical environment which he
shares with other animals, inherits a social or psychological
environment which soon dominates the lower one. It is
probably true that the experience of the animal dies with it.
The tiger of to-day acts as did the tiger of ten thousand
years ago. The experience of man does not die with him.
It is preserved in language, in custom, in tradition. It is
handed on from generation to generation. One generation
repeats tho thoughts of a preceding generation ; not only
repeats them, but re-thinks them and adds to them. The
result of that thinking is perpetuated in institutions and
conventions. An animal commences at the point that its
parents did; a man often commences where they left off.
It is thus that the man of to-day is greater than the man of
ten thousand years ago; not because he is a better animal
than his ancestor, but because he is heir to a larger, richer,
social inheritance. There is nothing about a modern battle-
ship that the sailor of ancient Tyre could not have mastered.
The soldier of old Egypt was as good a soldier as any fighting
in Flanders to-day. But the sailor or soldier of to-day,
because of the accumulated knowledge of centuries, and
without being a better man physically or mentally, can
perform feats which to the men of old would have seemed
little short of miraculous.

To gather up these reflections, so far as they bear upon
the question of “race.” You have on the one side natural
capacity, which does not appear to vary very greatly with
the various “ races ” inhabiting Europe; and, on the other
hand, you have social or group environment, which does
show great and continuous variations. This environment
may encourage the development of one quality here and
another there, or it may give a different expression to
the same quality under different conditions. If the social
environment places great emphasis on a particular quality
it will be developed out of proportion to other qualities,
and will then be labelled as a *“ racial ” characteristic.
We speak of the thoroughness of the German, the artistic
sense of the Frenchman, the bulldoggeduess of the English-
man, etc., etc. What does all this mean but that the
German, the Frenchman, and Englishman are members
of a particular society in which certain things have become
traditional. Import a thousand German infants to Eng-
land, and when they arrive at maturity, it would puzzle
anyone to tell from their habits or mental characteristics
that they were not born of English stock. Transport a
thousand English infants to Germany, and you would have
the same result. Capacity is a natural, a physiological fact.
Nothing can create it, education can only direct it. And
whether it is directed in this way or in that, is a
question of the traditions, the customs, and the institutions
that form the essential features of a human society.

Free Lance.

A certain false psychology, a certain kind of imaginative
interpretation of motives and experiences, is the necessary
preliminary for one to become a Christian, and to feel the
need of redemption. When this error of reason and imagi-
nation is recognised, one ceases to be a Christian.—Nietzsche

Obituary.

We regret to record tho death of Mr. William James
Palmer, of Hypatia House, Haughley, Stowmarket, which
occurred on March 2, in the seventy-ninth year of his age.
Mr. Palmer was noted for his honesty, straightforwardness,
kindheartodness, and courage. He was an ardent admirer
and personal friend of Mr. Bradlaugh, to hear whoso lectures
ho travelled scores of miles. For his loyalty to Freethought
he suffered much persecution for many years; but oven those
who differed most from him gave him credit for sincerity and
love of truth. Ho was a zealous lover of liberty, and the
liberty he claimed for himself he generously granted to
others. He was buried at Thetford on Saturday afternoon,
when a Secular Service was conducted at the graveside.

—J. T. Li1ovd,



174

DEFENCE OF FREE SPEECH

BY

G. W, FOOTE,

Being a Three Honrs' Address to the Jury before the Lord
Chief Justice of England, in answer to an Indictment
for Blasphemy, on April 24, 1883.

With Special Preface and many Footnotes

Price FOURPENCE. Postfree FIYEPENCE,

The Pioneer Pbess, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C

PROPAGANDIST LEAFLETS. Newlssue. 1. Christianity a
Stupendous Failure, J. T. Lloyd; 2. Bible and Teetotalism, J. M.
Wheeler; 3. Principles of Secularism, C. Watts; 4. Where Are
Your Hospitals J R. Ingersoll. 5. Because the Bible Tells Me
So, W. P. Ball; 6. Why Be Goodt by G. W. Foote. The
Parson's Creed, Often the means of arresting attention and
making new members. Price 6d. per hundred, post free 7d.
Special rates for larger quantities. Samples on receipt of
stamped addressed envelope.—Miss E. M. Vance, N. S. S.
Secretary, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

LATEST N. S. S. BADGE.—A single Pansy
flower, size as shown ; artistic and neat design
in enamel and silver; permanent in color; has
been the means of making many pleasant
introductions. Brooch or Stud fastening, 6d.
Scarf-pin, 8d. Postage in Great Britain Id.
Small reduction on not less than one dozen.
Exceptional value.—From Miss E. M. Vance,
General Secretary, N. S. S., 2 Newcastle-street, London, E.C.

THE LATE

CHARLES BRADLAUGH, M.P.

A Statuette Bust,

Modelled by Burvill in 1881.
Freethinker.

An excellent likeness of the great
Highly approved of by his daughter and intimate

colleagues. Size, 6£ ins. by 8J ins. by 4J ins.
Plasterl (lvory Finish) ... 3/-
Extra by post (British Isles) : One Bust, 1/- two, 1/6.

The Pioneer Press 2 Newcastle-street. E.C.; or,
Miss E. M. Vance, Secretary, N. S. S.

All Profits to be devoted to the N. S. S. Benevolent Fund.

THE

EHE FBEETHINKEB

SECULAR

March 14, 190>

America's Freethought Newspap®
THE TRUTH SEBK~™ 1

FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT, 1873.
CONTINUED BY E. M. MACDONALD, 1888-««*,,
G. E. MACDONALD JL#
L. K. WASHBURN Editorial CdSI*

Subscription Rates.

™

Single subscription in advance — — "J'oO
Two new subscribers . — — do
One subscription two years in advanoe — estf

To all foreign countries, except Mexico, 50 oents per ann
Subscriptions for any length of time under a year, a44
25 cents per month, may be begun at any 4®¢'
Freethinkers everywhere are invited to send for specttn
which are free.
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY,
Publishers, Dealers in Freethought Books,
62 Veset Street, New i °bs'

jofwW

Determinism or Free
By C. COHEN.

Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd-

A clean and able exposition of the subj .
the only adequate light— the light of eM0U

CONTENTS.

I. The Question Stated.—Il. “ Freedom" and ~ SN
Consciousness, Deliberation, and Choice.—IV. S00I® “.
Consequences of Determinism,—V. Professor Jawe3 o’\iig:
Dilemma of Determinism.”—VI1. The Nature and ]
of Responsibility.—VI11. Determinism and Character-
Problem in Determinism.—I1X. Environing 1

PRICE ONE SHILLING 0 *

(Postage 2d.)

il

The Pioneer Press, 2 Newcasile-street, Farringdon-

SOCIETY

(LIMITED)

Company Limited by Guarantee.

Registered Office—2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, E.C.

Chairman of Board of Directors—Me. G. W, FOOTE,

Secretary—Miss E. M. VANCE,

This Society was ormed in 1898 to afford legal security to the
acquisition and application of funds for Secular purposes.

The Memorandum of Association sets forth that the Society's
Objects are :—To promote the principle that human conduct
should be based upon natural knowledge, and not upon super-
natural belief, and that human welfare in this world is the proper
end of all thought and action. To promote freedom of inquiry.
To promote universal Secular Education. To promote the com-
plete secularisation of the State, eto., eto. And to do all such
lawful things as are conducive to such objects. Also to have,
hold, receive, and retain any sums of money paid, given, devised,
or bequeathed by any person, and to employ the same for any of
the purposes of the Society.

The liability of members is limited to £1, in oase the Sooiety
should ever be wound up and the assets were insufficient to cover
liabilities—a most unlikely oontingenoy.

Members pay an entrance fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent
yearly subscription of five shillings.

The Society has a considorable;number of members, but amuch
larger number is desirable, and it is hoped that some will be
gained amongst those who read this announcement. All who join
it participate in the control of its business and the trusteeship of
its resources. It is expressly provided in the Articles of Associa-
tion that no member, as such, shall derive any sort of profit from
the Society, either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in
any way whatever.

The Sooietys affairs are managed by an eleoted Board of
Directors, consisting of not less than five and not more than
twelve members, one-third of whcm retire (by ballot) each year,

1 ()
but are capable of re-eleotion. An Annual ®er™fiBep’rjs'i
members must bo held in London, to receive th°
new Directors, and transact any other business t“»

Being a duly registered body, the Secular 8°°. jO A .
can receive donations and bequests with ;
Those who are in a position to do so are vofrjr.
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society s. Oppr'
wills.  On this point there need not be the slight(3 in
It is quite impossible to set aside such bequests- y,)
have no option but to pay them over in the ctaueeo Oy "

administration. No objection of any kind has go48 .
connection with any of the wills by which 43 iis
already been benefited. j B
The Society's solicitors are Messrs. Harper aD i
Rood-lane, Fenchurch-street, London, E.O. NN/
A Form of Bequest.—The following is n j
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators -~
“bequeath to the Secular Society, Limited, 4b° jpt 0“d«y

‘ free from Legaoy Duty, and | direct that a re” fie “ jjt
1two members of the Board of the said Sooietyan ” gte

1thereof shall be a good discharge to my A
1said Lega Y- i d
Friends of the Society who have remembere0” geO"

or who intend to do so, should formally notify

the fact, or send a private intimation to the Ch®

(if desired) treat it as striotly confidential. 1'4®ot '
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes get I°841 "tei*
their contents have to be established by oomPe,e



Mioch 14, 1915

National secular society.
Js President: Q. W. FOOTE.

Wary - Miss S M. Vang*, 2 Newcastle-st. London, E.Q.

3D Rinddes ad (geds

dJti'ARISM teaohe8 that conduct should be base on reason
‘aterf nonbedgo. 1t knows nothing of divine guidance or

H06> it excludes supernatural hopes and fears; it

;{ 18~®PPiness as man’s proper aim, and utility as his
Sec ~"n*76,

Libg0P61*?® affirms that Progress is only possible through
Bdat *a & onca aright and a duty; and therefore

thonnu reniovo every barrier to the fullest equal freedom of
Seoul’ ac™on>ar<l speech.

is ftaan2P? declares that theology is condemned by reason
salg *8* tious, and by experience as mischievous, and
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Liberty and Necessity. An argument against
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The Mortality op the Soul.
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postage ¢d.
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An Essay on Suicide.
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Why Am | an Agnostic ?
24 pages, price 2d., postage id.
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The Mistakes of Moses.
Only Complete Edition.
paper. 136 pages.
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By Denis Diderot. Power-
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355 pages, price (reduced from 7s. 6d.) 3s., postage 4d.

A Philosophical Inquiry Concerning Human
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PAMPHLETS BY C. COHEN.
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No. Ill _MISTAKES OF MOSES. By Colonel Ingersoil.
THIRTY-TWO PAGES—ONE PENNY.
Postage: Single oopy, $d.; 6 oopies, lid.; 18 oopies 2Jd.; 26 oopies, 4d. (paroel post)-

IN PREPARATION.
No. IV_CHRISTIANITY AND PROGRESS. By G. W. Foote.
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