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Merty consists in the power of doing what others 
rove of.—Lokd Hugh Cecil.

On the Horns of a Dilemma.

indebt 8â 8 8̂ n *8 an *dea ôr we arefor n.ecy 0 Christianity, and that if it had not been 
Wet6 dew*8h belief in Jehovah we shonld never 
ctiujg 8ard of it. In the Jewish religion, sin is a
°̂ er ^ aj n8̂ .the Deity, not against mankind. In 
9aoity 8’ 8*n *8 a Hebrew invention, and Chris-becai

landi tne possible only “ in a Jewish landsoape, 
®°otayana8caPe over which hangs continually the 
!&hveh >and majestio thnnder-oloud of the angry 

“ 0nly there could the rare and sudden
!%-. °f

* ;> b ,

^ol'eU 01 a B*D8l0 ray of sunshine be held to be a 
C ° ‘ bove* as a ray of the most undeserved 

Only there could Christ have dreamed of 
°w and his heavenly ladder on which God

ed to~  man.” That aspeot of the subject is 
el®1 %  delineated in the Joyful Wisdom. In the 

of Morals the exploitation of the animal or 
SQilty conscience by the priest is most clear y 

th. ®°®*lncinely portrayed. After minutely tracing 
Wi °f the feeling of “  guilt,” and finding it to 

of animal psychology and nothing else, 
*70r prooeods thus:— .

t S in ’—for that is the name of the new priesLy 
Chs!°n of the animal 1 bad conscience ’ (the inverted 
jj, —has up to the present been the greatest event 
W 6 bwtory of the diseased soul: in ‘ sin ’ we find the 

st Perilous and fatal masterpiece of religious inter- 
L^'on. Imagine man, suffering from himself, some 
Ik' 0i other, but at any rate physiologically, perhaps 
aM atJ animal shut up in a cage, not clear as to the why 
te-^herefore 1 imagine him in his desire for reasons 
»toy01.-8 bring relief—in his desire again for remedies, 
occnu Ca at last. consulting one, who even knows the 
tfbj. r~and Bee, lo and behold, ho gets a hint from his 
of bi i h0 ascetic priest, his first hint on the ‘ cause 
gujn.8 ‘‘rouble: he must search for it in himself, in his 
bis vo6S8' 'u a P'600 °f the past, he must understand 

(CljQ snffering as a state of punishment ” (p. 183). 
y'dtial ae°i°gy exploits the relations of the indi- 
0 ̂ hiob v!°°iety by characterising them as relations 
bs>0g5 6 stands to God. His debts to his fellow- 
J>y debts to a Divine creditor, who is
r eaten„ v-him beoause ho oannot pay them, and 

^Sreaffltn w^h soul-slaying penalty both here 
S'Ccenf 0r’ Unlesa he repents in dust and ashes 

Jbttu allpta as surety One who volunteered to pay 
^ t  tbB Q-V 8 behalf. These hereditary debts are 
a6 the ar,_\viae8 oall original sin. Ever since Adam 
btoi *8> liavn ^inanity has been in a lost condition , 
k An to lio under God’s wrath forever in
b^°fiditini-children are said to be born in a 
t S 8®d t W  m the Biebt of God. If they die on- 
bw't8r, who ute datnn0d for ever and for ever. An 
itu-^avih eard an evangelist make that state- 
id* i8 Corre aB® church, tells Professor David Smith, 
W iv ^ a rJ o !^ 61106 Column in the British Weekly 

bledootri ’ tbat be oannot yet aooept suoh a 
trust 1?e'’ andin his reply the Professor says: 

C  ?*eu atBl°U ^fll never accept it. The idea that 
bjjjbigly ij a l°st condition and Dorish ovor-r J

V? iafsreu!8U8 Chrig '̂0- 6re they aro able to believe in the
ftOto tv,” 18 au inference, and an illegitimate 

- enu- •' 00 doctrine of Original Sin."
deolare that Dr. Smith is entirely

wrong, and that in this very column he flatly con
tradicts himself. He endorses the following defini
tion of original sin by a Puritan divine: “  Original 
sin is the habitual exorbitation or deviation of man’s 
whole nature from the law of God.” Actual sin 
flows from original sin “ a3 an act from a habit, or as 
the fault of a person from a fault of nature ” ; and 
thus is fully j'ustified the depicting of original sin as 
“  the fuel of sin.” Calvin frankly admits that “ nothing 
is more remote from common sense than that all 
should become guilty for the fault of one, and thus sin 
become common ” ; but the Genevan autocrat dared 
not quarrel with it because he believed it to be, not 
“  a theological fiotion, but an indubitable principle, 
none other than the scientific law of heredity.” Of 
course, every scientist knows well that original sin, 
as taught by the Church and the law of heredity are 
two entirely different things. According to ortho
doxy, Adam’s descendants sinned in him, his guilt 
being imputed to them. In God's sight they are held 
guilty of his offence. We fail to realise that the 
eating of the apple did Father Adam any harm, and 
the command not to partake of it, as Butler rightly 
points out, was not a moral, but a positive, one. It 
is not reoorded that the first man did anything that 
was in itself wrong or inj'urions, but that he dis
obeyed a non-moral request, and thereby fell into 
disfavor, which disfavor is visited upon his posterity 
to all generations. The Biblical doctrine of original 
sin is purely ons of imputation. Just a3 Adam’s 
guilt is imputed to all his descendants, so is the 
righteousness of Christ imputed to all believers.

But even granting, for argument’s sake, that the 
imputation of guilt is grounded upon an inherited 
corruption of nature, it inevitably follows that chil
dren, who are both guilty and corrupt, are from birth 
in a lost condition. Oa what ground, then, does the 
Professor express a hope that his correspondent will 
never accept such a doctrine, when he himself doe3 
virtually aooept it ? Here are his own words:—

“ The stream of life flows from generation to gener
ation, and it is a polluted stream—polluted at its source. 
It seems to follow that, from the hour of his birth, a 
child, though guiltless as yet of actual sin, is in a 
lost condition by reason of his hereditary corruption.” 

Dr. Smith calls that an illegitimate inference; but 
what makes it illegitimate ? Is Heaven well-pleased 
with a child tainted with hereditary corruption ? St. 
Augustine was sufficiently consistent to maintain that 
children who die unbaptised oannot be in a state of 
salvation, salvation being possible only through faith 
in the blood of Christ. Consequently, they are in a 
state of damnation, though of a somewhat passive 
character. The great theologian called it damnatio 
levissima—the lightest damnation possible. If infants 
have original sin, and if original sin signifies “  the 
exorbitation or deviation of man’s whole nature from 
the law of God,” there is no possible escape from the 
conclusion that infants are in a lost condition, and 
that if they die before arriving at years of discretion, 
their lost condition must last for ever. Dr. Smith 
sneers at what he styles the “ mediseval fiotion of 
the ‘ Limbus Infantum’ ” ; but, surely, if the doc
trine of original sin bo true, there is nothing to 
laugh at in it, and the reverend gentleman ought 
to bear in mind that the largest and most cultured 
Church firmly believes in it to this day.

The peculiarity about Dr, Smith is that he insists 
upon holding and proclaiming the dootrine of original
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sin without facing its logical and ethical implications. 
He declares that “  an infant has no guilt and, there
fore, needs no salvation,” and that “ there is no guilt 
where there is no consent” ; but the standards of his 
own Church give him the lie direct. The Confession 
of Faith asserts that the guilt of the sin of the first 
parents is imputed to their posterity and a sinful 
nature transmitted, “ they being the root of all 
mankind.” In the Shorter Catechism the following 
question and answer occur: “ Wherein consists the 
sinfulness of that estate whereinto man fell ? The 
sinfulness of that estate whereinto man fell consists 
in the guilt of Adam’s first sin, the want of original 
righteousness, and the corruption of his whole nature, 
which is commonly called Original Sin.” The two 
Hodges, of Princetown Theological Seminary, defend 
the teaching of the Confession and Catechism; and 
it is safe to affirm that the Orthodox Church in all 
ages has done the same. We agree with Calvin in 
the opinion that common sense condemns the whole 
doctrine of original sin, but since Dr. Smith believes 
in it, why does he shrink from applying it to infants ? 
Is it because, if applied to them, it becomes so absurd 
that common sense positively declines to give the 
preeminence to faith? What does the Professor say?

To us the whole dootrine is utterly false, though in 
its absence Christianity would speedily collapse. It 
was invented on purpose to give Christianity a seem
ingly reasonable basis. Christ came to restore to us 
what we were supposed to have lost in Adam. The 
fall in the latter rendered necessary the rising in the 
former. Without Adam there could have been no 
Christ, and without Christ there would have been 
no Church to profit by the exploitation of both. 
Professor Smith alludes to science several times, and 
seems to claim it as an ally; but science knows 
nothing of a first man and an initial catastrophy. 
What science has discovered is the long, long process 
of evolution, and that all the activities of the universe 
are controlled by physical and chemical laws. No 
sign of a catastrophical fall can be found anywhere. 
Man is seen as a slowly rising animal, but never as 
an animal that has met with a fatal accident. The 
colossal failure of Christianity is an unanswerable 
testimony to the truth of soience. Theology is a 
deliberate falsifier of natural facts in the interest 
of supernatural belief. It has flourished upon its 
ingenious exploitations. Sin, in all its forms, has 
always been its chief asset. Tacitus applied to the 
Christian Faith the term “  pernicious superstition,” 
and no term was ever more suitably used. Speaking 
of the Calvanistic dogmas, Lecky avers that “  it is 
not too much to say, that in the form in whioh 
they have often been stated, they surpass in atrocity 
any tenets that have ever boen admitted into any 
Pagan creed” (History of European Morals, vol. i.,p.96). 
You have only to look at the history of the Church 
to see how terribly true that statement is ; and in 
these days of scientific inquiry and disoovery, and 
of economic and social awakening, the divines find 
themselves even more and more perilously on the 
horns of a dilemma. They are terrified by the logical 
implications of their own docrtines, and cowardly fail 
to face them. j .  T. Lloyd.

The Impertinence of Piety.

E stablished things have a tendency to become 
objeotionable merely beoause they are established. 
However much the original act of establishment may 
have been due to intrinsic merit, in course of time 
the mere fact of establishment breeds a quite un
necessary feeling of superiority, and an air of conde
scension towards other things not so fortunately 
placed. What is at first accepted as a privilege is 
later taken as a matter of course, and finally deman
ded as a right. To question its claims is resented as 
an insult, and, on the other hand, power becomes 
often the occasion for the exercise of what is little 
Bhort of impertinence. It is, in fact, true of both 
individuals and institutions, that power and privilege

are things that few are able to withstand. Hard 
it is to bear defeat, it is still more trying to overoo 
the temptations provided by success. .

Religion offers the finest field for the illaatrati 
of the truth of this, as it does for the illustration 
many other unlovely mental and moral 1na. 
Religious belief has been for so long an establ*8 
faot in life that many people honestly believe h'® 
be impossible without it. To question its o*9.1 ¡9 
was for long regarded as a punishable offenoe; | . 
so still in many parts of the world, and where 1 
not legally so, it remains subject to social_Pnn1. . 
mant and ethical condemnation. And from '8n°/.60 
the legitimate claima of others, to treating *»> 
others as a negligible or non-existent quantity) 18 
easy psychological transition. .

Christians, for example, speak of this as a Chris 
country, calmly ignoring the faot that there 
some millions of people who are not Chris»' 
everyone of whom has the same right to consij* 
tion and consultation as themselves. In the J® 
standing matter of the education controversy)  ̂
conformists and Churchmen talk as though the0
important thing is for them to agree upon 80memi,ere 
and that there is no one else to trouble abont. 
are scores of illustrations of the same kin“ jj,e 
might be cited, and never does it dawn opo° ̂ ¡s 
Christian intelligence that in most instances 
attitude is little better than a vulgar impertine"“  ̂

The other day, a gentleman who had lost a s 
the fighting in France, wrote a letter to the „ 
complaining of the annoyance to whioh he had ^  
subjected since the uotioo of his son’s dea»'“ ¡̂¡b 
appeared in the papers. Ho had been pestered 
letters from tradesmen—stonemasons, photograp^ 
and others—who had seen in his loss no m0te ^  
an opportunity for pushing their wares. Other» ^  
pestered him with appeals for subscriptions 
organisations with which they were ass0, îtl1 
Naturally, this parent was a bit indignant j 
people who could act in thi3 way. The 
decency displayed by such importuning is only 
locked because it is so terribly common. , 

Finally, the writer complained of the con ^  
dealers in “  spiritual wares.”  To them his 1°3̂ fit 
also an opportunity for doing business, 8,0 fit 
nature of their intrusion may be gathered fr° 
following:— ¿¡¡¡:

“ I would appeal to those who, with a singt“a
"  fltnf1delicacy and failure to understand the ethics of 

anity, take the opportunity of plunging our “ j, ji ■; 
souls into vexed questions of eschatology, ®nd ^  
ponder the probability of our dear one’s ‘ s® a0le$] 
saved,’ by means of circulars dwelling on to1® , jt 
subject. It is not only importinent, but £, j j  
would seem almost incredible that people sb0  ̂
such bad ta ste ; but it is the case, and only 1 
such a pamphlet found its way into my fire.” an'(t

I do not understand in what way such, CjS 
conflicts with the ethics of Christianity; 16 ;
tainiy consonant with Christianity as 
understood and practised. Indeed, most 
would feel that their duty demanded naabinff 
the opportunity. They would be merely “ 
the oocasion,” and feel themselves lacking ' jgCi)i>r| 
tian zeal if they failed to do so. They are ^  1 
ing what they would call a Christian do* 
that self-imposed duty conflicts with good 
deeenoy, it cannot be helped. pt

The writer of the letter was moved t , 
against what he regarded as an impertinent Hj'.
because the ocoasion was the death of his 6 ¡̂¡e ¡1 
does undoubtedly aggravate the offence. et$ff 
of one dear to us leaves our nerves in a ^  (| 
“ rawness,” which most people appreciate 
spect. It i3 not a time when the Pr.0,,dfl f  
strangers is welcome, and even with fr ¡fl ^  
sympathy expressed by a silent presonc8 ^  j 
eloquent and helpful than speeoh. 
to ring hollow in the presence of a great sjJj0te y  
a quiet hand-clasp expresses and convey8 {(Ô fi)1. 
the most eloquent of tongues. But apa’j’  ̂ o0̂  f  
rather obvious truth, it needs to be P°'D̂ aIid>8 
the impertinence of the religious prop8



THE FREETHINKER 147

^ trn sion s  of the self-elected missionary are not 
jDnned to one part of life. They cover the whole.

r"an°e *s on̂  an examP'e a radically
one of his books—the Prceterita, I think—Raskin

7, ISIS

Pre v b'8 immeasnrabie disgust at hearing 
S]j acaer in some miserable little chapel condemning 
ete n°̂  in his own small congregation to
(artnâ  Perdition. Undoubtedly that preacher—so 

saved from oblivion because pilloried by Raskin 
ĵ 'Ould have been astoaiehsd bad he been told that 
t0 Was impertinent. So would the man who calls 
aa { tfrotn door to door and delivers tracts, inquiring 
Itself'8 morad ar>d spiritual life of people. The act 
ti0n 18 offensive enough, but the conscious assump- 
tW°. ®°ral superiority is more so. Consider all 
Sort !S in a roan such as the Rev. R. F.

0n> °f Hampstead, calmly asserting that men 
life ] ° Do'i bei*6V0 in humaa immortality bestialised 
oatj °,Wered the tone of everything, and ought to be 
^om* r̂om human sooiety. Amongst those 
\v0Q]j P1-1 Horton’s sentence of ostracism involves 

m0n such as Darwin, Huxley, Spencer, 
no la Si*elIey=— mention only a few who are
i» °Dger living, exoept in a sense that is never 

to be applied to this clerical bigot, but who 
Hot g/1®611 oxoluded from society because they were 
there* *° a88°oiate with a Hampstead preaoher! Is 
&deqn other word than “  impertinence ” that 
by ately describes the frame of mind indicated 

br jLexpressions ?
hia auU0rton represents the cultured believer ; but 
Îtored *8 vas  ̂ma3ority believers,

Chrigti“ or uncultnred. How often does one hear a 
Bayi0w an> obviously struggling to be unprejudiced, 
go°(j “ >n his opinion a Freethinker might be as
SiJrvi; a  C h r i s t i a n .  T h o  d o l i n i n n a  i m n n r l o n n o  a n d®8ot: The delicious impudence and 

How gratified the Freethinker oughtof it
y I 0 q ] J » '  "  g i  U I W Î U U U  U U O  X-' i c o u u i u n o i  u u g u u

sPgg6af.̂ at it is possible—the “  might be ’ ’ is very 
«hie<n?ci.ve—for him to be as good as a Christian ? And 
-»If ariRtian actually feels that he has proved him- 

tDuch the better man for having conceded so 
ti  ̂ 'O r  one meets with the other typo of Chris- 
espr» 0 on learning that one is a Freethinker, 
(¡¡8e 98 his profound sorrow at such a deplorable 
oQavgry. Both go well with the converted ex-
" O  ex-drunkard, or ex-wife beater, praying that 
teaeu ?̂0r lost brother” may see the light, and so 

aii 00 Pinnacle of virtue attained by him. They
^-.exam ples of the intense ^pertinence
C « aa belief and the P,10*0011! «  evangelical 
& aged by Christian custom- "sphere of con- 
*cWtlan livea and moves in an at“  J L  And the 
On®8 Bpiritnal and mental sup more con-
> ° ^ r , t h e  more ignorant, he is, therno ^  ^  
w ed he is of his incontestible sup one often 
f S  ot mankind. In secular matters, on ^  ^  
short. tbe ignorant man only too co  ̂ serves to 
givet80̂ inR8- In religion, ignoranc pa ten s
dte P°'nt and power to egotism. g lo r ied  this
t w  «he °haraoter of Uriah He0P ^  who struts-I5* ever. It is the type of the man wn ̂  ^

—through life with hia  ̂ -v̂ ith an
aaderf1?na oi meekness and hnmihty. men
i X ^ g  feeling that he 1b the superior

I ®Urakly above him. ,, imoertinenoe
involved WiUed a Christian with the_l
Lucero m hlB unasked ior’ ¿ ndraUUed that every >*an ta over my welfare. He repUea n ret(jrted
C t  really his brother’s k e e g j.  wafl that
C h ti5 'le that might be so, my ob£  ° everybody
elss’a nB.seemed to regard themseiv 1 sea the

tbit, I  still thmk- the
leat of tv The Christian will PerB1̂  , or actual,

V,orld a8 made up of Potentia\’B°J0ned to and himself as divinely commissioned^ e&0ipU eye on *4- 
a*l baa ,°f a rm» ‘ Henco the multiplication of 
COtloerr,ed °Pon iu 0r .̂688 objectionable character, 
i* °̂r othft 118 Pr*n°ipio of inquisition. His 
K° from of felln PeoPl0 is not that of seouring 
a*ed ^ te  a w-workers or fellow-interrogators 

^Qtl aH ov m°n P?rP°ee> as it is an activity 
erweening and quite unjustifiable

conviction of his own superiority, and an egotistic 
desire to see people striving to be as he is. He 
is the salt of the earth, the light set upon a hill, 
one of the elect, one of the chosen people of the 
second dispensation.

Psychologically, the “ humility ” of the Christian 
marks an egotism of the moat profound description. 
And it is not without reason that the more intel
lectual of Christian leaders have always warned 
their followers against the sin of “  spiritual pride.” 
Bat, as is usual, it is those who need the lesson least 
who have taken it most to heart. The coarse, the 
brutal, the unintelleetual have merely had their 
egotism and impertinenoe strengthened by their 
belief. They have believed themselves to be superior 
persons because they have aocepted a belief which 
damned thousands of men better than themselves. 
They have been strengthened in their impertinence 
by the identification, for professional purposes, of 
moral worth with intellectual difference. There is 
small wonder that with so long a reign the imperti
nent egotism of the evangelical Christian has become 
so much a part of his nature that he is almost una
ware of its existence. n n „TTT,„T

Burton and the Body-Snatchers.

The Kasidah of Haji Ahdu Elyezdi. By Sir Biohard F.
Burton. (Hutchinson.) 1915. 5s. net.

In the foremost ranks of the noble band of illustrious 
explorers of which Britain is so justly proud, stands 
the honored name of Sir Richard Francis Burton, 
traveller, author, and linguist, whose knowledge of 
Oriental idiom deceived the Mohammedans, among 
whom he risked his life daring that memorable pil
grimage to Mecca and Medina, on which the slightest 
accent betraying the Frank would have unsheathed 
a hundred swords.

This celebrated journey, the result of an adven
turous spirit worthy of a descendant of Rob Roy 
Macgregor, has seldom been surpassed in andaoity, 
and wonld suffice to immortalise its hero if he had 
not in addition explored Harar and Somaliland, 
organised a cavalry corps in the Crimea, explored 
into East Afrioa from Zanzibar, sojourned with the 
Mormons, traversed the Cameroon mountains, visited 
the King of Dahomey, travelled through the interior 
of Brazil, voyaged to Iceland, and discovered and 
described the Land of Midian. For many years he 
braved hunger, thirst, heat, cold, wild beasts, savage 
tribes; fought and suffered, carried his life in his 
hands for his country’s honor, and did it all nobly and 
successfully.

Such a man, speaking thirty-five languages, and 
mixing with so many men of all creeds and no creed, 
was unlikely to regard any religion as the sole depo
sitory of truth. Christianity dwindled in his mind 
to its true proportions. To him, it was not the only 
religion, but one amongst very many. He did not 
believe in the id8a of immortality, and thought all 
notions of another existence were simply idealised 
copies of the present. Indeed, in the highest sense 
of the term, Barton was a Secularist, and his advice 
was always practical. Uproot ignorance, avoid 
extremes, do good for its own sake. From these 
oonviotions, arrived at in the prime of his intellect, 
and after profound study, Burton never swerved. 
His fine poem, The Kasidah, a new edition of which 
has jnst been issued, will satisfy any fair-minded 
reader of his innate scepticism.

The original edition of The Kasidah, issued in 
Vienna in 1880, is a very rare book, while of the re
issue after his death only one hundred copies were 
printed, Lady Barton, who was a bigoted Catholio, 
apparently agreeing to this very limited circulation.

In his audaoious poem, Barton deories the theol
ogies of the priests : —

“  There is no god, no man-made god; a bigger, stronger, 
crueller m an;

Black phantom of our baby fears, ere Thought, the life 
of Bife, began."
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He is equally emphatic concerning other clerical 
ideas:—

“  There is no heaven, there is no hell; these he the dreams 
of baby-minds;

Tools of the wily fetisher, to fright the fools his cunning 
blinds.”

In some very caustic lines he tears the mask from the 
faces of the priests :—

“  Be ye good boys, go seek for heaven, come pay the priest 
that holds the key.

So spake and speaks, and aye shall speak, the last to 
enter heaven—he.

Are these the words for men to hear? yet such the 
Church's general tongue.

The horseleech cry, so strong, so high, her heavenward 
psalms and hymns among.

What ? Faith, a merit and a claim, where with the brain 
’ tis born and bred ?

Go, fool, thy foolish way, and dip in holy water buried 
dead.”

Burton’s solution of the riddle of existence is the 
gospel of self-culture; with which is combined the 
recognition that we are part of a wider humanity:—

“  Survey thy kind as one whose wants in the great human 
whole unite.

The homo rising high from earth to seek the heavens of 
life in light,

And hold Humanity one man, whose universal agony
Still strains and strives to gain the goal, where agonies 

shall cease to be.”

The poem is accompanied with notes, written with 
Burton’s vast fund of knowledge, drawn from the 
storehouses of thirty-five languages. The chief value 
of The Kasidah is its revelation of the mind of one of 
the most romantic figures of the nineteenth century. 
It shows that one of the most virile and individual 
personalities of his generation was a thorough Free
thinker.

Yet it was over the dead body of this man that the 
awful farce of a pretended conversion was acted. 
Burton’s funeral took place in the largest church 
in Trieste, and was made the excuse for an ecclesi
astical triumph of a faith the great man had always 
loathed. Even the disgraceful demonstrations at 
Trieste were not sufficient. Again, at Mortlake, 
the shaven priests intoned the mass, again the 
acolyte bearing the hated crucifix, preceded the help
less oorpse to the grave. Twice was Truth trampled 
under foot in vain endeavor to exalt a Church over a 
formidable enemy. The pity of it is too deep for tears.

It was nothing to these priests that their grim 
farce would, if taken seriously, give the lie to the 
dead man’s whole life. All they cared for was that 
the world should understand that this terrible infidel 
had submitted to the Holy Mother Church at the 
last. While Richard Burton was sound and strong, 
his contemptuous disgust of Christianity was wont 
to exhaust the whole vocabulary of his scorn. But 
when the living man was replaced by the helpless 
corpse, nothing hindered these Christian body- 
snatohers at their ghastly death-bed revels.

The Great Lying Christian Church has made 
body-snatching one of the fine arts. She smuggled 
Prince Jerome Napoleon into the Church when the 
death agony was upon him. She buried Charles 
Darwin “  in the sure and certain hope of a glorious 
resurrection,” and with equal effrontery and impu
dence mumbled her mythological nonsense over the 
coffins of doubting Thomas Huxley and Robert 
Buchanan, one of the most Anti-Christian of the 
English poets. It is such disgraceful and disgusting 
scenes as these whioh partly aooount for the irre
concilable enmity of Freethinkers to clericalism.

M i m n e r m u s .

The Creed of a Secularist.

“ We, too, prefer a creed; but it must be a creed as 
definite as science and as flexible as progress ; a creed that 
shall have its deepest roots in the human heart and count as 
its highest victory the permanent well-being of the people.” 
— G. J. H olyoakk.

The chief feature in Mr. Bottomley’s “ New Religion” 
is that it is “ a human religion, free from intellectual 
dishonesty and moral Pharisaism.” Well, these
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characteristics must be accounted as meritorious 
any man’s creed. A man who is free from e,. 
tual dishonesty in matters of religion is a man w 
is worth meeting any day of the week; but such® 
one should certainly start by avoiding misle»“'9, 
phraseology. He should not us8 the word « 
without explaining what he meant by the term»  ̂
should he speak of “ an Unknown Author of aU 0 » 
is and has been and is to be," until he had satis  ̂
himself that there was such a being, and he 000 
not well be in that state of mind, while the aUl^  
remained unknown, not only to Mr. Bottomley»^ 
to everybody else. Then it was also a paCJ » 
Mr. Bottomley’s creed that “  there must be an 00 s’ 
too, of the disingenuous tricks by which the Pais°c6 
sought to resist the truths and teachings of 80100 
and sane seoular thought.” . te

With that statement I find myself in c°®Pej3 
agreement ; but I really do not see how anybody 
going to prevent the clergy or the parsons of 
various denominations of the Christian faith tr 
misrepresenting the teachings of modern s0lf°afr 
especially when they know that to tell the tr 
about them would be fatal to the successful Pr0.P?L) 
tion of their particular phase of the Chn6 
religion. Every man with an elementary knowl®  ̂
of the teachings of modern soienoe, must know 1 , 
they are in absolute conflict with the fundaffl00̂  
teachings of the Christian faith. For example 
Bible, upon which all Christians found their be { 
teaohes that man was manufactured out of the “ 
of the earth by Jahveh, the God of the J6'v3.’e0ca 
than six thousand years ago ; but modern a0l®rtij 
demonstrates that man ha3 existed upon thee .j. 
hundreds of thousands of years ; and, fnrtn0“ ^ 
establishes on the most reliable evidenoe that 
has come up from the lower animals, and c»  ̂
within his bodily structure all the scaffolding»0 ̂  
speak, of his lowly animal origin. And if n10'0^  
not made perfect at the start, thsn it is clear ^  
the story of his alleged Fall is not true; n0t, liegti 
story of the Atonement by the alleged death of  ̂ ¡s 
—for if man never fell in the Garden of Edsn» ^  
quite obvious to any reasonable being that naan  ̂
not require anybody to die to blot out sins wh>0 ¡9. 
never committed. And if this is conceded, u 
tianity has no raison d'être. ,

But it will be asked if we are going to 0 ue, 
Christianity by showing that it is neither reason e; 
nor true, what do we propose to put in its P.̂ te 
The answer is very simple. We want to sobs 
truth for error, and reason for faith. ^

Now the new philosophy is oalled SecUu cM  
whioh John Stuart Mill thought might be w0'1 
a religion, in the best meaning of that most a 
term. ŷ»?*

The Seoular religion, or this-world phil080?.^; it 
I prefer to call it, is a purely human product10 ¿{0 
emanates entirely from man, and does not pr0 
have anything supernatural about it.

It relates entirely to this world, and to .--------------------------------- j  — -------  ----------, ------- jjfO ,
cerns of this life ; which, after all, is the ^ ‘^ y 0' 
whioh we have any definite knowledge. A8 (( 
friend, George Jacob Holyoake, used to s®?’ 0b̂ , 
larism is a philosophy that gives heaven no ® p- 
In all things the Secularist is guided by rea8° ¡jflt ■■ 
does not say that reason is an infallible 
says that it is the best guide that man has. jt1 
better? Faith is blind. It not only leads 
bogs and quagmires, or over precipioes; itl0!1 j. »9, 
there to perish. We must have Freethoul? . j#  
primary condition if we are to discover Trn ^  
at worst, we require the free exeroise of r 
guard ourselves from being imposed o] 
sorts of persons who are interested in 
to accept religious beliefs that are opposed ® .
and common sense. \$\.

Freethought, then, implies the duty of R00̂  
and a steadfast war against all ignoranoe 6Ci0i.j( 
stition. Secularism relies upon science'-'0' 0i>t * j 
meaning not the hypotheses set up to aGj\J0lti  ̂jj/ 
oertain occurrences in nature, but facts ô0i 
been ascertained and verified by experi0

JJ
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observation, men of science have come to 
ajiDow'edge that the phenomena of the universe 
find aecord*D& to general laws ; that wherever they 

an fffect, they invariably find an antecedent 
of m6 8n®oient for snch effect. From this uniformity 
. Cure’s working, the Secularist deduces the con

dì, 8lQn that miracles do not happen ; and since they 
stud0-" ba'PP0n now, when men are more capable of 
hisf̂ 1Q® Nature than they ever were in previous tory, he sees no reason to believe that miracles 

w6itebef l? e?urre<i-Seoni • 8 ldea fifmly impressed on his mind, the
pray ar*9̂  dia°ards all belief in the efficacy of 
Dove i ^ ar*ng the whole of his experience he has 
ill r ■rn°wn a properly tested answer to prayer, 
that > ansW0rs to prayer always occur so far away 
them16 ÌPvarÀably happens nobody can get to verify 
inn/ -, Secularist believes in action, not faith ;

o T et°^ aot ^ cr-health 01 tb0 Primary essentials to a useful life is 
ti0Q .’ ^ man whose health is bad, whose organisa- 
activg3 8̂ attered by disease, oannot well be an 
di3e ’ « « fa i citizen. No man or woman inheriting 
shoQ̂ 8 bas a right to marry ; or, if they do, they 
ôfid v  oxceedinB,y careful not to bring into the 

in children with the germ of an insidious disease
* « &

telleotrtrai*** cnltivation of their children. Let them 
seek nff with kindness and care, and taught to 
them n truth wheresoever it may be found. Let 
thenrj 0derBtand that all the errors, all the follies, all 
eondaofc 63 fiie spring from ignoranoe, and that good 
Hicij a*one brings happiness. All the virtues of 
S a n  an  ̂women are capable arc purely seoular; 
St6lj .r0 ate to actions, the wisdom of which can he 
S e t h i s  world. Courage, fortitude, sincerity, 
|t6 Potei rathfclness—these, and all other virtues, 
\ ) jv y human qualities, and derive no additional 

tjheological sanctions
Stn ?’ the creed of a Secularist bids us not to 
^ S i  a,. . aven where all injustice will be righted, 
a ^ a V  , adiustefi ; hut commands us to work 
at tedeneal-WOrl<̂  and> by arduous labor, to render 
f r whi k 0n manhind possible here. The goal 
S s  arò0!1 We aro struggling, though diverse 
f'Sheat k ra.versod to attain it, is happiness. The 
>*'~~8eok'^ln088 *s yirtue. The Secular Faith is, 
1 st endR to be virtuous ; and to be that, one 
3§Oocl ansaV°r f>rasP truth—to grasp all that 

havin„ Pure in all the religions of the world ; 
life> <) earned the truth, to act it out in every-

To
germ
do so is a crime against

am teaohes that parents should devote 
attention to the physical, moralL and m- 

®Qtaal cultivation of their children.

- - '**.Q (I . -    WJkMW U| UVJ U *V WWW *U U T V i J '
my mr • the world is my country, and to do 

K this iJülon’” Avrote Thomas Paine. Secularists
S . ‘ h,s '» «to Uea 'a‘“ ‘ "Icy sentiment; they claim that this em- 

le religion. The true is the good ; and1.  ̂ hap,thft i  -~**b4Uu« xne true is tne gooa ; ana 
Vn' °3°Phv f tfath and aob up to it, is the highest 
PVi’ b°&0r i?r-man- And now, Mr. Bottomley, I ask 

1 °a°phy ?Jj°kt> what fault can you find with thisIr» 9 ± 9 *-»Uiu 1.0
y  ̂ tell me that.

A k t h u b  B . M o s s .

■ ¿ W ?  n̂9t seen Mr. Bottomley’s article in 
>0 tb S°«l j tober of John Bull, entitled “ The Cry 
at n.6 J’t'eethiJi answer to my article of February 7 

6 0arliesr CCr" ^his artiolo I propose to reply 
°PPortunity.—A. B. M.

^ is t ia n  Apologetics.

The Rev. a .'Î’B.VBav. Arthur llootltt 
languages aa.% vmtten a

M o o b h o u s e .

ouse, “ Tntor in Old Testa-
t lllsPirIf8n a stoftif hterature,” of Didsbury College, 
5*8 tabo .« ” to>- y ° rh on “ Inspiration ” ; and the 
u Q iQ han,^0“  *bis learned Hebrew scholar 
N s, L reaPectin„t0 ^ fend is that of the Old Tes- 

ReJ m fioubta among present-day Chris-
enfr°^a^ly exiet than in the case of

Now, had our learned Hebrew Professor written 
an article on some Hebrew subject, say the Creation 
Story (Genesis i.), giving the meanings of some of 
the most important Hebrew words in it, with a new 
translation, such an article could not fail to be of the 
greatest value. We should be glad to know, for 
instance, whether the word “  created ” (bara) in 
verse 1 signifies “ to make oat of nothing,” or merely 
means to re-make, re-form, or put into shape: 
whether the word “ firmament” (rakia) in verse 7 
means an immense, solid crystalline roof, strong 
enough to hold oceans of water above it, as the 
writer states were actually placed there; and various 
other matters. For this kind of work Professor 
Moorhouse is eminently qualified; but upon the 
question of “ inspiration ” his knowledge and learning 
cannot he of much assistance to him. Assuming 
that the translation in the Revised Version is fairly 
correct, then anyone not deficient in ordinary common 
sense is quite as competent to form a correot opinion 
on the subject as the most learned Hebrew scholar.

In opening the subject our rev. lecturer states that 
“ the old Testament is the record of a long evolu
tionary process of which the New Testament is the 
completion,” and that “ in the Old Testament we find 
the simple, elementary, pictorial expression of the 
truths and principles which are fully developed in 
the New.”

Now this statement, at the very outset, is one 
which is not in complete harmony with fact. In the 
Old Testament, it is true, we have a record of a long 
period of Jewish history—that is to say, from the 
time of the Judges to that of the end of the kingdom 
of Judah, and, after a blank interval of half a 
century, another later period from the time of 
Zerubbabel to that of Ezra and Nehemiah (538— 
432 B c.). But this history shows no evidence of “  a 
long evolutionary process of which the New Testa
ment is the completion,” or of “ truths and principles 
whioh are fully developed in the New.”

In the Old Testament books no marks of evolution 
are perceptible: neither should we expect to find 
any, for the simple reason that they were all either 
re-written or compiled two or three centuries after 
the Exile—the compilations being made from earlier 
writings, many of which are named. In 1 Chron. 
xxix. 29, for instance, we read :—

“ Now the acts of David the king, first and last, 
behold they are written in the history of Samuel the 
seer, and in the history of Nathan the prophet, and in 
the history of Gad the seer.”

Not one of these three histories written in the days 
of David has come down to us: we have only the 
books of Samuel and Kings, which were compiled 
after the time of Ezra from the more ancient 
writings available, including the three just men
tioned. Even the most ancient book in the whole 
collection, the Book of Judges, has also been revised 
after the Exile, and we find, for instance, a name 
given to a previously nameless Levite (Judg. xviii. 30).

Again, there is no connection whatever between 
the religious rites and ceremonies prescribed in the 
Old Testament and the plan of salvation given in the 
New. The latter is not a development of the earlier 
ritual: it is a complete and startling innovation. 
The ceremonial laws that are stated to have been 
given to the Israelites by Moses were the very same 
that were in use among the Jews in the time of 
Jesus Christ. Those laws are expressly stated in 
the Old Testament to have been given for all time. 
The lineal descendants of Aaron were to “ have the 
priesthood by a perpetual statute,” and this priest
hood was to be “ an everlasting priesthood through
out their generations ” (Exod. xxix. 9 ; xl. 15). The 
yearly atonement made by the high priest for the 
whole nation is stated to be “  a statute for ever
unto you.......an everlasting statute ” (Lev. xvi. 29,
34). The sacrifice of animals as “ peace offerings,” 
eto., was to be “ a perpetual statute throughout your 
generations ” (Lev. iii. 17). The Sabbath was to be 
observed by the Israelites “  throughout their genera
tions, for a perpetual covenant ” as “ a sign between 
the Lord and the ohildren of Israel for ever ” (Exod.
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xxxi. 16); the same for the three annual feasts, and 
for all the other ordinances. All were to continue 
in force to the end of tims. The god Yahweh is also 
said to be a deity who did not change.

That the Jews, as a people, had evolved between 
the time of the Judges and the apostolic age goes 
without saying : this is seen from the Old Testament 
Apocrypha. But this fact merely caused some of 
their “  lawyers ” to give new interpretations to 
matters connected with their Law, as may be per
ceived in the writings of Philo (AD. 40—50), as well 
as in the later Talmuds. "We know, also, that in 
apostolic times one sect of the Jews, the Pharisees, 
had come to believe in a resurrection of the body, 
and consequently in some kind of immortality; but 
this doctrine is not found in the Old Testament. The 
Pharisees probably took it from th8 apocryphal 
2 Esdras ; but they still held to the Jewish Law, and 
scrupulously observed the Mosaic ritual.

Proceeding with his plea for Old Testament 
inspiration, our Hebrew lecturer says:—

“ I  shall not attempt to define inspiration........ Our
Lord and his Apostles nourished their own souls on the 
truths of the Old Testament, and every generation of 
Christians sines have borne witness that in this Book
........ they have heard the voice of the living God.........
The Book is not all on the same moral and spiritual
level; there are degrees of inspiration........ Yet the whole
Book, as such, is an inspired Book ; the breath of God’s
life is in it.........The amount of inspiration in any writing
can be judged by comparison with the words of Christ. 
I f they make us conscious of God and of eternal things 
.........they are inspired words.”

All the foregoing etatsments are simply apologetic 
nonsense. That the primitive Nazarene Gospel 
writer, and the later canonical evangelists, had read 
many parts of the Old Testament is beyond question ; 
but that “ our Lord and his Apostles ” had also done 
so—unless we take them as elders belonging to the 
sect of the Nazarenes or Essenes—is merely an 
assumption, like the statement that they had 
“  souls.” It is quite true, however, that many Chris
tians believe that they “  have heard the voioe of 
God ”  in the Old Testament; but this is because they 
have been taught to so believe. Many people in 
India imagine that they hear the same “  voice ” in 
the Hindoo sacred writings, and many other people 
think that they hear that “  voice ” in the Koran: 
but the reason for their so believing is precisely the 
same as that of the Christians. It is a question of 
geographical position and education. Furthermore, 
to compare the words ascribed to Jesus in the Gospels 
with statements found in some of the books of the 
Old Testament furnishes no proof of inspiration what
ever. The comparison, in faot, tends to discredit 
the alleged “ inspiration.” Take, for instance, the 
following examples:—

Old T estament. M atthew’ s G ospel.
Isaiah lxvi. 2.— “  Thus saith

the Lord........To this man shall
I look, even to him that is poor 
and of a contrite spirit.”

Isaiah Ixi. 1— 3.— “ The Lord 
hath appointed me....... to com
fort all that mourn.......to give
them the oil of joy for mourn
ing.”

Psalm xxxvii. 11.— “  But the
meek shall inherit the earth.”

Matt. v. 3.— “ Blessed are 
the poor in spirit: for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven.”

Matt. v. 4.— “  Blessed are 
they that mourn : for they shall 
be comforted."

Matt. v. 5.— “  Blessed are 
the meek : for they shall inherit 
the earth.”

Now, according to our Professor, the passages here 
quoted from the Old Testament, when “ judged by 
comparison with the words of Christ,” were inspired 
by “ the voice of the living God.” At the same time, 
there can be no doubt whatever that those Old Tes
tament passages suggested the corresponding pas
sages in Matthew’s Gospel. But the mere fact that 
the original Gospel writer had selected the foregoing 
Old Testament sayings (with several soores of others) 
as suitable, when slightly altered, for wise sayings of 
Jesus Christ—such selection could not in any way 
make the passages selected “ inspired,” nor could it 
alter the character of the Old Testament narratives 
as a whole. And sinoe we know from the Gospels 
that the primitive writer was well acquainted with 
the books of Isaiah and the Psalms, there can be no
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doubt that he did take the foregoing Gospel passage» 
from those here quoted from the Old Testament, W 
that he piously placed them in the mouth of 
Savior. We have no evidence that an historical Je®n® 
ever publicly gave utterance to them. The so-oall® 
“ Sermon on the Mount ” was never delivered 
described in the First Gospel. It is a purely literary 
composition, which must have taken the primjtB 
Nazarenos a long time to frame and draw up. d" 
Essene in character and dootrines from beginning 
end, and probably represented the complete relig1®“ 
views of the sect. Irenrecs tells us that 1 
Nazarenes of his day received only the Gosp®1. 
Matthew, but without the Virgin Birth story—wk'e 
the members of that seot rejected. „

Again, assuming that there are dootrinal “ trut»3 
in the Old Testament, none of the foregoing P-' j 
sages can be ranked among them ; for not one 
the three sayings is a statement of faot. The “ P ,, 
in spirit ” are not blessed ; “  all they that m0arDoj 
are not divinely comforted; “ the m9ek” d° e 
“ inherit the earth.”  Before, as well as afber> s g 
time of Christ, the bold and the unscrupo10̂  
enjoyed the good things of this world: tho “ P0̂ ,
cnirifc 99 m.rirl lt film moflir 93 wflro rnnafoly pOSh^G

were bro
were roughly pnsc.-  ̂ . 

complained, hrnt®
spirit ” and “ the 
the wall, and, if 
trampled on.

In reading the Old Testament wo find a very *--"j 
number of passages whioh “  make us eonscioo 
God ” —that is to say, the tribal god Yahweh--' 
there is not a single word in the whole book,  ̂
Genesis to Malaohi, that could convince a tborong^ 
rational person that the tribal deity named 
anything else than an imaginary Being. ...

All the main contentions of our Professor 
noticed in the next paper. ABRACADABRA'

meek
they

Acid Drops

The true attitude of the professing Christian to vraX’^  t 
the Daily News, has always been one of difficulty- ;■ 
statement of fact, this is correct, and yet the ¡» a., i> 
simple enough. The true doctrine of Christi&c'J ^  
passive obedience and submission to the powers ‘  ¡5
It was those features that recommended Christ,s,DJjei 
Constantine and to tho Roman Emperors that sUC 
him. It was the adherence of a body of people fauat tb»! 
superstitious, and subscribing to a theory of govern)»0 ¡̂¡et 
gave autocracy free scope. The difficulty commence ^  
Christians tried to accommodate their teaching to m  
mauds of actual life. Then they had to harmoJd^jjjl 
doctrine of non-resistance with armed resistance or ^¡si- 
aggression. And they were equal to the task. N°n’0 c '̂ 
ance meant, you were not to resist so long as you D[lt 
vinced of the justice of the force applied. If you wet® ¿1i®j 
convinced, resistance became a moral duty. The on 3 sjii 
culty that remained was that some Christians w 
obstinately honest, and protested that the New Te® ¡j 
meant what it said. To them it was replied tba 
did not resist the wrongdoer, you encouraged him- .¡ j0 
is quite true, only instead of demonstrating tho wroD ̂ eg ^’ 
the honest Christian’s interpretation, it really Pr° 
impractability of Christian teaching.

di03!.i»1:  ¡i

-------  of ^
Some of the apologies for militarism, which roa^ 8iiiPÎ 

own opportunist clergymen are putting forward, 
astounding. Thus, Dr. George Adam Smith, * ( 9t 
Aberdeen University, is ready to place the sold10 (( gjb 
very head of tho nation’s workers. He says tb»  ̂
was anciently a ritual, and the consecration of t j peh 
to it makes him yield more than any period 
can get out of him,” And when Dr. Smith ,
“ by tho bedside of some of the wounded, I 
that all the work of my fairly lengthy lif0 
into insignificance in comparison with theirs- , 0i 
cannot surely be taken as wanting in appréciât)01 , s>V 
many thousands of young man who have em1® 
the War broke out, to point out tho utter falsity 0 ^  > 
of this kind. It is really tho kind of thing f°r . .
Press of England has been blaming Germany g iy  
past. While people remain only partly civilised, y, .¿I 
— if only for defensive purposes— may bo nüC0Srati0? , 
he is entitled to all the respect and consid0 
this necessity demands. But to talk of the

8 0“
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toilitT c*vHisation depended upon him, and as though the 
qa 1^7 alone brought out the highest and most useful 

les. is militarism in its worst form.111 militarism in its worst form. It i3 precisely 
ate i , 86 teachers and philosophers of modern Germany
■a- for finincr. Anri, fnr nnr narf;. wn want, tin

1 » ‘litari;
1 civilised world.

for doing. And, for our part, we want to 
oietthe-ar r  destroyed, not merely in Germany, but all

- J)8 to the work of the wounded Boldier being more im- 
than the whole life of Dr. Smith, that may be a 

. .  individual judgment. And, at any rate, we do 
think that Dr. Smith believes this to be so. As a 

Principle it is decidedly false. There is no force in 
¡•A life that is more powerful or more important than the 
t o 6“06 of teacher and thinker. W e have been repeatedly 
ans ^ noe tbe War began, that the conflict is one of ideas 
, tfeals. In the main wo agree with this. The AVar 
thatSents the triumph cf the ideal of military force over 
tear, rational social organisation. No matter who is 
q j^ ib le  for tho War that truth remains. And we are 

e.C011vinced that the way to prevent a repetition of such 
«the6 -j3 c°nflicts ia to fight tho idea of military force with 
fic&t' eas ° f  a more rational character. And every glori- 
the the military life over that of civil life is making 
8°'di38. ct'.on of militarism the harder. All honor to the 
1» tli'' you wiH> but the truest service to the State lies 
Bod,e Erection of making him unnecessary in civilised 
in « ,y' Bury militarism with all honor, if you w ill; but 

name of humanity, bury it.

actors ^ £ekly PaPer ‘ t is stated that one of the most popular 
ipu the day possesses the real name of Samson. It is 
Jct0 y , ^  n°t  keep it, for Samson was one of the earliest 

Wa° brought down the house.

kisk°p of Birmingham said recently that “ if the 
^  ® aflriel wore to appear, some church people 
Ba,y> not how charming were his wings, but that he 
t His Lordship does not appear to have

if (w°. People who doubt tho existence of angels. Bosides, 
s°ldiefriê  aPpeared in these troublous times, some Christian 

would mistako him for an aeroplane.

"fa
S w  “ ot recognise God the Father in the W ar-God of 
otijj, Ji ’ says the Archbishop of York. W hat about the6Wo w>~—i- - • -^LOiio.suop OI lorn, v

tiç0 members of the same divine farm t

G o d i n s  worship mammon as ardently as y Byr^ ^ w  
the tn?^e Truthteeker (Now York) says tba y, j
C ? 3* «  of Stanford White, has been sent back .from 
«otel,Ha.mPshire to New York, and adds, ^ ha* .  w _ 0 
MtaJvÖlS8eä hy the Young Men’s Christian Associate  
>sti0 ivest« .  Hampshire, which displayed the charac^^  
hita t7 CoPbancy towards the wealthy degenerate, an

e captain of one of its athletic t: teams.”
He?■ J,

aphng tK(i'lkory says that ho saw a hymn written for 
h„7\ Chriot „ " ar> and which commenced with “ Lord

- ______  Mr. Rattenbury
o[ p|atfte awav 3 nufy unw*8 0 ! and it certainly does give 

ans -Pho usual nlan is to call him tho Prinon

riot auu which commenced with
his’ ^reat Prince of Strife.”
„ Was very unwise; and it _ _

Pen 7̂ ®' and^ Tlle uscal plan is to cal1 tl10 Princ0 
o(  ̂6 on to xo. 6n aPPeal to his influence in order to spui 

Popping Qj. “f ' Still, truth has a very uncomfortable habit 
P at tho most unexpected juncture.

' Ar:
Whif *

H*py' *n Fr ta is a Protectionist, but he believes, evi- 
"Pecio**’ ^o sayo ,^7? ,for langnage. Writing in the D aily  
h donu.aild elitt’a • ^oodenism and Pacifism command the 

ielipj 1 if anvo^ 2 b? ? ? ty of religious terminology.” It 
i t w °Us Wen«, Cou^introduce the “ glittering beauty” 

‘ nlection i *6 Cow to any extent in politics, Jbut at 
^'oht ee Trad ° i f 00ne might try a few pious posters, 

oggest suffip0 ,an<f, “ To Hell with Tariff Reform ” 
ionu religion for the purpose.

K !  sT’nce tb^\vka*'. llavo experienced an increase of 
a O'OOO o .a<fditior !8 the Berlin Depot of the Biblo 

00gsj opies o its ordinary output, it has issued
(j.?PiletB ,  Gfcrir;;n'J New Testament, to bo distributed 

‘0<:t the u* ^ erman a 0£!s an<f enemy prisoners. Tho 
a®neficiaj j „&trocities will no doubt be able to 

kin 'mence these gifts have had.
t "a c i Sacaay -------

^  S c 8d ° ^ i er  1Uvitoti to Chicago, and the Advance 
lbat he JjnPor'~ 8ay8 that if he does come it is 

11 stop his profanity. It wishes he

were a gentleman, but fears he never will be ; it wishes he 
were not m ercenary; thinks he is abusive, harsh, unjust, 
bad-tempered, shrewdly shifty, and boorishly rude. Still, it 
believes he is a Christian, and if he does come the paper 
will give him hearty support. Boorish, profane, abusive, 
mercenary, shifty, bad-tempered, unjust— but a Christian. 
What a catalogue 1 And what a commentary 1

The Church Times is doubtful, in spite of all that has 
been said and done, “ if very many more people go to 
church than before the War began,” but it thinks church
goers are more earnest than they were. This may be so ; 
but if so, it does not amount to much. It also says, as 
proof of this great earnestness, that nothing was more 
remarkable than the way in which St. Paul’s was crowded 
from early morning til! night on Intercession Day, with a 
huge crowd which had come “ not as sightseers, but to 
pray.” This is overstating the case. If people wish to 
pray they can pray anywhere at any time. What really 
brought the vast majority of the people to St. Paul’s was 
the expectation of being one of a huge crowd. They may 
have gone to pray— the majority— but they also went as 
sightseers. To put it accurately, they went as sightseers 
to pray. There is no other significance in the organisation 
of these huge gatherings.

Another example of the “ moral uplift ” brought about by 
the War, and concerning which the Bishop of London and 
others have on several occasions tried to enlighten us, is seen 
in the world of agriculture. Farmers are at present doing 
exceptionally well, but they are nevertheless agitating for 
permission to employ children in field work, and in some 
counties are getting it. W e should have thought that the 
evils, and ultimate inutility, of child labor were sufficiently 
clear for this to be disallowed at once. Of course, there is 
talk of a shortage of labor ; but that, at present, is a state
ment, and no evidence in proof has been offered. But it is 
altogether deplorable that at the first opportunity children 
of twelve years of age should be taken from school and set 
to labor in the fields. The Minister for Education, Mr. J, A. 
Pease, expressed his regret at the readiness to oxploit boy 
labor for agriculture, and said that farmers had taken 
advantage of the boy labor at hand, instead of taking ad
vantage of other resources which were available. Never
theless, our good clergy assure us that the nation is 
“ spiritually richer ” for the War.

“ Fairy Tales from the East ” was a headline in a London 
newspaper concerning the Turkish accounts of the War 
operations in Egypt. The title would be a good one for the 
imaginative stories in the Bible.

A shrewd hit at the attitude of the Churches with regard 
to the War is shown in a jest of the Boston Transcript, 
which reads : “ Christian missionaries are afraid nowadays 
to teach the heathen to read for fear they should pick up 
the War extras.”

Church services in provincial places are being held in the 
daytime owing to a shortage of gas. Rather a curious 
difficulty with so many clergymen on the premises.

A writer in the London Quarterly Review  says that Lord 
Morley has been “ profoundly influenced by the teaching 
and ethical ideals of Christianity,” and that this “  is seen 
in his striking familiarity with tho English Bible.” There 
is nothing startling in the remark. Few professional theo
logians know the Bible so well as Paine, Voltaire, Bradlaugh, 
Ingersoll, and other leading Freethinkers.

The clerical mind, like its God, passes all understanding. 
Tho Bishop of Stepney, referring to the present War, said 
that “ never had religion burned with such passionate in 
tensity in the breasts of the people.” To the non-religious 
mind the spectacle cf 21,000,000 Christians attempting to 
murder one another does not arouse enthusiasm of any kind.

Tho Rev. Dr. Jowett, minister of the richest Presbyterian 
Church in the world, is a most enviable sort of man, if we 
take him at his own valuation. H e tells us that merely by 
wishing it on bended knees, “ in a moment he can cross con
tinents and seas, and carry resource, by tho graco of God, to 
his servants in the remotest parts of tho earth.” Ho has a 
sufficient weight of influence in heaven to secure God’s succor 
and help for anybody, or for any number of people, in any 
portion of tho world, by simply asking for them. It is within 
his power to be tho “ strengthener of men’s souls ” all over 
the globe, being, through the greatness of his influence in



152 THE FREETHINKER March 7, 1915

heavenly places, “ free from the limitations of space.” More 
wonderful still, “ by prayer he can visit thrones, he can sit in 
cabinets with statesmen, he can go into the editorial office 
and influence the articles in the daily press.” W hat a dream 
of a man, to be sure 1

Such is the high-sounding braggadocio of the minister of 
the Fifth-avenue Presbyterian Church, New York. Now, we 
will submit to this conceited man of God a practical test. 
There is in the reverend gentleman’s own city an extremely 
pernicious journal called the Truthseeker, and in London 
there is an even worse organ known as the Freethinker. 
Now, let Dr. Jowett enter the editorial offices of those 
ungodly publications every week for six months, and if 
at the end of that period these two newspapers shall have 
become advocates of the Christian religion, we shall gladly 
take him at his word. But he is too much of a coward to 
accept so simple a test. It is Tyndall’s old test which the 
British Churches of forty years ago dared not take up.

As a matter of fact, Dr. Jowett does not really mean what 
he says. His is a kind of tall talk common to the pulpit 
and the religious press everywhere. Prayer is the most 
egregious fraud in creation. It pretends to be able to do 
everything and does actually nothing. Are the fortunes of 
the War affected in the least degree by the daily prayers at 
the City Temple and elsewhere ? Would a Supreme Being 
worthy of the title need to be coaxed by millions of his own 
creatures to do what he knew to be right ? From every 
point of view, prayer is condemned as the most worthless, 
foolish, wasteful, and blasphemous exercise ever indulged

; and all the boasts about it are just the frothy exuber
ance of Christian pride, and mean less than nothing in the 
practical affairs of life. In other words, they are but an 
instance of the empty self-glorification of the priestly pro
fession.

Babbi C. A. A. Green was the lecturer at the City Temple 
Literary Society the other day, and in the course of his 
address said that if the Jews ever returned to Palestine he 
hoped they would continue to live under the protectorate of 
England and not try to govern themselves, as in that they had 
always failed. This is not saying much for God's “ chosen 
people,” but we do not think there is any immediate prospect 
of the Jews returning to the Holy Land— except as tourists. 
It is true there is a Jewish prayer hoping they will return, 
but we imagine this is said with the tongue in the cheek. 
Still, if Rabbi Green had inquired why the Jews had been a 
failure in governing themselves— as a separate State— we 
think he would have found the only real and permanent 
obstacle to be religion. Apart from this there seems no 
reason why the Jew should be more unfitted for self-govern
ment than other people.

The decision of the railway authorities to suspend cheap 
bookings is likely to produce some curious consequences. 
The sporting papers say that it will diminish the attendance 
at race meetings. The religious papers fear it will affect 
the spring meetings, and some may have to be abandoned 
altogether. Perhaps a joint conference of sporting men and 
parsons might be able to suggest a way out of the difficulty. 
As “ tipsters,” both are equally concerned with the new 
regulations.

A man with many aliases, sentenced to eighteen months’ 
hard labor at the Old Bailey, was described by the police as 
a thief sll his life, and it was stated that when last arrested 
he was praying at a Salvation Army meeting. Evidently 
praying did not prevent him preying.

Two men working in a church at Drogheda, Ireland, were 
killed on the altar steps through the breaking of a plank. 
No theological moral is to be drawn from this.

A  very interesting correspondence has been published in 
the Times concerning the clergy as combatants in the 
European War, and some plain speaking has been indulged 
in. Dr. P. D. Eyre, of Framfield, writes that “ the feeble
ness of the English parson and the inadequacy of his leaders 
in this colossal crisis have been beyond words.” It would 
be a pity to attempt to paint this lily of speech.

According to the American papers, native Roman Catholic 
clergy in Mexico city are being to held to ransom for 
¿£100,000. As a rule, priests have the pleasure of extracting 
money from other people.

Since the War began there has been a deal of talk about 
capturing German trade, and much has been said of neglect

of scientific manufacturing by the British Governtt>eJ' 
That the Government is not blind to the necessity 01 0 
couraging scientific study a recent advertisement for cbefflj ■ 
in Woolwich Arsenal shows. The advertisement te<p! 
that applicants shall be thoroughly trained, have some e%L  
rience, must bo expert analysts, and that University men 
be preferred. It promises them in return for this a wag0 
£2  0s. 6d. per week— almost as much as the ordinary w0^ 
men are getting. W e presume that the odd 6d. is inf®8 ( 
for pocket-money; or perhaps the Government, w» 
sublime disregard for economy, when arranging t*1® 
said, “ Oh, hang the expense ; let’s be generous, and cJ 
in an extra sixpence.”

Providence manages all things well— for some p9opl0' ^  
when poor folk, faced with the enormous rise in the P 
of coal, are scheming how to economise the domestic “ m 
line,” “ Providence ” steps in to the help of tt>® 
merchants with a bitterly cold snap that forces Pe0?y ti 
purchase. W e can quite understand the pious jj'i 
attending church, and murmuring with deep sincerity! 
doeth all things well.”

Truth calls attention to an individual who is running 
association for the supply of Bibles under the false Pr®, 
that they are specially printed by “ Royal Command 
sale to domestic servants. They are to be sold at 8 ^  
cially cheap rate— which turns out to be ¡£2 5s. eaC 
presume that they are sold on the instalment sL|,]eS 
Truth may not be aware of the fact, but this sale of ^  
at exorbitant prices is a fairly large industry in this con ^  
It flourishes almost exclusively in country district > ^  
more remote the better, and is a flourishing trade m ^ ,t 
Bibles worth at most 10s. are showily got up and s .eS 
about three times their value. In Roman Catholic c°a 
a similar traffic goes on in images; but that, of course,1 
superstition. In this country it is Bibles and illnro1 gy 
texts, and that is pure enlightenment. But the P 
remain the same in both cases.

Truth, the Times, and Lord Rosebery, with some 
publicists, are agreed that those people who are reje® ^¡¡»i 
military service as medically unfit should wear an ^  j! 
badge signifying the same. The proposal strikes nS 0  
eminently undesirable one. W e fancy that most 8® i  
and intelligent people would have a strong ^e<i
turning themselves into a walking advertisement ^  
physical infirmities. In addition to this, while we 0 1 jif 
principle to conscription, we have a still stronger o 1 ît 
to unofficial compulsory service. If we desire to ® 
a voluntary system, let it be voluntary, leaving >" Q( po; 
man’s sense of what is right whether he is to en. jjt!i 
And the assumption that every man who is physic--1 ? 
bound to join the Army is simply monstrous. If " g  $  
carried out, the victory of Germany would be assur® it  ̂
the other hand, if we are to have conscription, ‘ ...jy i«1 
official, and let the Government take the response' ^¡jF 
the step. A tyranny enforced by thousands, bat *° 
no one is individually responsible, is, of all forms of * 
the most objectionable. _____

The War is having an influence on religion, ^ ^ d  
Magazine relates the story of one soldier who o[ W 
badly wounded, and who said, “ I  used to be afraja e \F 
but hell can’t possibly be worse than what we 1 
through the last few days.” The prospect of e°  jo ¡j 
turning with this feeling will not be enco’arn.gm r^
“ blood and fire ” preacher. He will probably h0 
invent a new hell of a more terrifying characte 
old one. _____

The second officer of the Harpalion, one of th® 
pedood off Beachy Head on February 24, ^  tb0 j,
representative, “ W e had just sat down to tea g gt ¡j 
gineer’s table, and the chief engineer was jast say ^  
Ho had just uttered the words, ‘ For what wo 8 f fP jp
receive may the Lord make us truly thankful, v  ;i 
torpedo struck the vessel. W e hope Christians 
due note of this statement as a really autbe 
answer to prayor. The next time that crew says D 
will probably add, “  except for torpedoes.”

Homer is so much at home amongst his g°^?'00j)^ S  
familiar with them as a poet, that he must have ^  jfl 
irreligious; that which the popular faith gave hi01 e\y 
rude, partly terrible superstition— he treated a s^
sculptor does his clay, with the same unconcer ^  
which iEschylus and Aristophanes possessed, aU -<¡0 
in later times the great artists of the Renai80̂  ^0e< 
guished themselves, as also did Shakespeare a°  
Nietzsche.
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To Correspondents.
The

note in this column last week, replying to W . Dentith, at
. - with the British Expeditionary Force, has brought us
otter from Mr. F. Hasproy, of 35 Chesterfield-street, Crewe, 

jj 0 Would like Mr. Dentith to write him. He believes him to 
j an °M friend of whom he has lost sight for several years.

— We have not a Webster’s Dictionary at hand just at the 
pj.?ent writing. “ Agnostic ” has both a theistic and a 

oaophic implication. In the first instance, it stands for 
. attitude of mind that is without knowledge of God and 
tli, such knowledge to he unobtainable ; in the second, 
of o * . WorM of reality, as distinguished from the world 

.  ense impressions, is absolutely unknowable.
j^I*ER,~Tt is rather difficult to explain “ Paley and the Watch 
ist 'n a paragraph. You appear, however, to have the 
for °£ ar8ument. Paley argued that as we assume a maker 
of rf 'va*:ô  without actually knowing him, so from the works 
ejj ,e918a in the universe we are warranted in inferring the 
t}janep0e °f a deity. The argument is really much older 
form but it is quite fallacious. And in the Paleyan
on *" 18 now discredited by most thinkers of repute, even 

4 theistic side.
U p 8— Received. Thanks.

ratium~T?'®’ rece’ve<f- A- statement concerning the Hono- 
■There be made shortly. Thanks for cuttings.

C&n no two opinions about the article in question.
witĥ R6 serv'ces °f the National Secular Society in connection 
i*oula'hU'ar ^ ur‘a' Services are required, all communications 

be addressed to the secretary, Miss E . M. Vance.
2 the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to

^5iiBBf a3 . e' s*'r0Qt' Farringdon-street, E .C .
■̂onee?rp teratnre ®b°uld he sent to the Shop Manager of the 

1 ? S| 2 Newcastle-street Farringdon-street, E.G ., 
Tas Pr l to ‘ he Editor.

w' "  ho forwarded direct from the publishing 
ratea an7. Part of the world, post free, at the following 
^ntha year. 10s. 6d. j half year, 5s. 3d. ; three

Personal.

¿follow ing note will, in a way, explain itself. 
Win 'Qary ^2 Mr. Foote was taken suddenly ill 
W k  ̂ nob know until some days later. Since 
Wen f ^aa been getting better, but is still too un- 
of .‘or work. It also explains the non-continuance 
the T  ar.tiole, “  On the Brink,” and the delay in 
tatiJ^hhused announcement concerning the Hono- 

10 Fond. To-day (Maroh 2) Mr. Foote writes
0l ^ ear Mr. Cohen,— I  can only just send you a line 
dt. from my sick-bed this morning. I  have had a 
sloJi 1 breakdown, but happily I  am improving, though 
O '  With regard to the President’s Honorarium 
Mth * ask subscribers to send direct to me at once, 
p0w° uti fhe usual circular, which I  cannot attend to 
th;a' The trustees of the appeal will forgive me for 

on° 0, I  hope to bo better next week.

llr( j, Yours sincerely, (I. W . F oote.

^°P0S to be up and about in a very 
bB dn<l I am finro f,V»of, oil TF'r/i/i+h'i'vtl’/i'» «««/lth, am sure that all Freethinker readers 

to see the old pilot once more at
C. C o h e n .

CÌ Hi
Sugar Plums.

“owr i^atio Bnff„ , *-----
*nici6 ^ the i?r * ley bas taken up the gauntlet thrown 

Mil l8 rGioinri fll7l̂ ceri and has replied to Mr. Moss’s 
seen k* occuPying a full page of John Bull. 

^  e&t]^a8e» he *7 n°te Mr. M °ss’s article on 
^ate. p.PUrposes replying to Mr. Bottomley at

?elay,QUJA The rpt,i Wr‘^ en before he saw Mr. Bottomley’s 
N  thP . bave » are 8urei will lose nothing by a little 

¿otf6 is a sliou .‘ re whatever to anticipate Mr. Moss,
hoH0tQ*6y’s arf .misstatoment at the commencement of artlcleth»f.-----------------  ■ - ■A •/ a r t l n l  4.1 ----------~*-‘ u « * -» «  w u i m o u u o m g u u  v i

tu refero f  n 4 may as well bo corrected at once.
a*?1* is * ** Secnio Freethinker as the “ virile organ

So far as
hn „e r e  i .  A asW e British  Secular Society in

we are aware,

Hi was 
Foote is

for, lS fl, At .    ^  I V 01,0 10 UCCUU.1. v
'at, aidGn. atles Secular Society, which

V  ;„ f.dlau" h. and of which Mr. Foot,
11 the*1 at Societt j °  Freeihinker the “  organ ” of the 

^orlfl t, News concerning that Society is 
ongh the Freethinker, and its pages

are freely used by the National Secular Society to advertise 
its needs, defend its reputation from attack, and to generally 
promote its interests. The mistake is an excusable one for 
an outsider to make, but it is as well to be accurate.

Mr. Bottomley pays the editor of the Freethinker a com
pliment by saying that “ Mr. G. W . Foote could, like the 
late Mr. Bradlaugh, have been anything in public life if he 
had chosen a less unfashionable sphere for his great gifts.”  
There is no mistaking the sincerity of the compliment to 
the Editor of the Freethinker, which it is pleasant to find 
in a journal with so large a circulation as John Bull, 
Perhaps the editors of other papers will drop their boycott 
of Freethought now that Mr. Bottomley has shown them  
how to do i t ; but it would be foolish to pretend ignorance 
of the fact that any man who can make a place for himself 
in the world of Freethought could have easily achieved dis
tinction elsewhere had he chosen more popular paths. For
tunately, both for themselves and for others, neither Mr. 
Bradlaugh nor Mr. Foote aimed at achieving social distinc
tion, or cared much for popular applause. It is really not 
difficult to secure both. If anyone doubts it, let him look 
at those who are successful, and their doubts will soon be 
removed. Freethought leaders have never chosen— or cared 
for— the popular path, but we have no doubt about their 
having chosen the better one. It is, indeed, easy for anyone 
with ability to become anything in public life— provided 
that one lacks the qualities that cause them to place 
principles and convictions before ease and personal gain.

W e seem in the way of compliments this week. The 
Gateway, edited by J. Leatham, and published at the Cot- 
tingham Press, Cottingham, has the following:—

“ It is the irony of ironies that if we wish to see the 
humane, moral, sensible, Christian view of war, we have to 
turn to the Socialist and Atheistic publications for it. An 
Atheist friend— the kindest, cheeriest, most open-handed 
man I have ever known— sends me a copy of the Freethinker 
because of an article on Nietzsche which that issue contains. 
I had not seen this journal for years. Looking over its 
well-written and well-informed pages, one could not but be 
struck with the immense superiority of its tone to any of 
the Christian weeklies one sees. And of course it was 
opposed to the war, and struck the humanist note in this 
welter of inhumanity.” ,

The first clause in the last sentence is not strictly accurate, 
although we have tried to deserve the compliment paid iu 
the last one. On principle we are opposed to war as being 
a perfectly barbarous way of trying to settle disagreements 
among nations. Bat as nations are, we do not see how we 
could well have kept out of this War, once the fatal step 
was taken. Our complaint about the War is that it is the 
outcome of a general spirit of national ego-mania and mili
tarism that has been abroad for years. All the countries 
involved are not equally to blame, but all are to blame more 
or less.

Most of the London N. S. S. Branches are now considering 
their arrangements for open-air work daring the summer 
season, and in spite of the War there seems no reason why 
the propaganda should not be carried out with vigor. 
Religious people have been, and are, very busy drawing 
“  morals ” from the War, and there are plenty of an opposite 
character that only Freethinkers are able to place before the 
public. Many of the Branches will, however, feel the effects 
of the War both as regards men and money. Some very 
ardent workers will be absent, through enlistment and other 
causes, and there will be a greater difficulty in meeting the 
expenses that are incurred in running out-door stations. For 
this reason it is to be hoped that those who are willing and 
able to help, either with service or financially, will make 
known their intentions as speedily as possible. The address 
and needs of local Branches can be obtained on inquiry at 
the National Secular Society’s offices.

W e hear, says the Church Times, many “  simple and 
touching stories of the prayers of soldiers in the trenches.” 
W e do not doubt it. But toe also hear stories of soldiers in 
the trenches who do their duty without thought of prayer. 
W e cited one such letter last week. Here is another from a 
gunner who has never missed receiving his Freethinker since 
the commencement of tho War, and who writes :—

111 can assure you that my comrades and myself anxiously 
await its arrival each week. We make many a dull hour 
bright chatting over the articles published in your paper.”

The Freethinker has, we should say, never been read under 
more tragic circumstances, and its contributors will write 
with more zest through knowledge of this fact. The writer 
says that both he and his comrades are in excellent health 
and spirits. W e hope they will continue so to the end.
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Artifices in Defence of Home and Offspring.

Birds at the breeding season not only don their 
nuptial plumage, but also develop a pugnacity from 
which they are usually free at other periods of the 
year. The special spring plumage varies from striking 
conspicuousness to scarcely appreciable feathered 
change, but the difference between the behavior of 
many birds at a time when they have eggs or 
nurslings to protect, and that of normal occasions 
is very noticeable indeed. Various normally retiring 
and timid creatures which take alarm at the slightest 
danger, at this season develop fighting qualities of the 
first order, and will risk their very lives in guarding 
their treasures. The usually apprehensive hen will 
turn on the cat or dog that approaches her newly 
hatched brood. Nor is this instinctive passion to 
protect the defenceless young special to birds, The 
writer has, on more than one occasion, known a doe- 
rabbit—one of the most craven of all animals—to 
attack a ferret in defence of her dearly loved 
children.

Among birds all aspects of protective device have 
been, evolved. Menaces, onslaughts, and stratagems 
have been employed by different species, and some 
birds, whose colors completely harmonise with their 
surroundings, sit so closeiy on their nests that they 
will allow themselves to be touched before deserting 
their eggs. Wild and even domesticated ducks, 
which breed early in the year, will brave the fiercest 
snowstorm or the keenest frost, and never abandon 
their nests save under the direst compulsion. Indeed, 
instances are on record in which the faithful duck 
has been frozen to death while brooding over her 
egga.

The female fowl is a proud and affectionate mother, 
and as she will cover a large number of eggs, the hen 
is frequently used to hatch out a clutch of duck’s 
eggs. A few days after the ducklings have emerged 
from the eggs they make a bee-line to the nearest 
pond, for, despite assertions to the contrary, the 
newly hatched ducklings swim instinctively. The 
fowl, on the other hand, is a strictly terrestrial 
bird, and as soon as her foster-children sail on 
their native element, the poor hen is reduced to 
a state of despair. Love, even in this water-loathing 
bird has been known to laugh at liquids, and a fowl’s 
solicitude for her semi-aquatio ducklings has risen 
over her aversion to water, and lumbering swimmer 
as she is, a hen will actually splutter over a pond in 
pursuit of her rebellious brood.

The larger wild birds very rarely nest near the 
habitations of men, and nearly always regard the 
human species with suspicion. Birds of prey are 
mostly big powerful creatures, and with the exception 
of the owl, a bird that does not attack feathered 
things, the carnivorous avifauna seldom approaoh 
homestead or hamlet. Probably this, to some ex
tent, explains the fact that song-birds and other 
small and medium-sized avifauna are so partial to 
the vicinity of the farmhouse and the cottage. To 
be sure, there are other attractions, snob as orchards, 
gardens, treea and shrubs, in the neighborhood of 
human dwellings, all of whioh furnieh food and 
shelter to our feathered friends. Still, one is inolined 
to think that a sense of security from aggression also 
plays its part in inducing even the tiny tomtit or the 
diminutive wren to build and warble in the closest 
association with human handiwork.

The swallows, the martins, and the swifts always 
seem to nest by preference under the eaves of houses, 
stables, or barns. The house-sparrow and the starling 
have a decided liking for man’s oompany, as they 
derive great advantages from the food, protection, 
and nesting accommodation his proximity affords. 
In the coast countries of Continental Europe the 
stork has for many centuries been a popular favorite. 
These birds arrive in the early spring and return to 
Africa in the autumn. In Holland and Northern 
Germany a box or wheel is commonly placed on 
the roof for the bird to nest in. The devotion of 
the parent-stork to her offspring is sometimes more

heroic than wise, as Mark Twain noted, and as 1 
following account proves:— . ,

“ At Neuendorf, in Prussia, a barn on which a Pa'r_ 
storks had for years bronght up a family was struck J 
lightning. The nest, a great heap of sticks, big en0?”( 
to make a good bonfire, at once burst into flames, 
instead of flying to a place of safety, as she might £> 
done, the mother-stork brooded over her helpless, s®r®?0y 
ing nestlings, as if to protect them, and she and 
together died amidst the flames.”

Another remarkable case is that of the Atneric 
chimney-swifts. These devoted birds have been 
to fly to the chimneys which contained their ne^ 
when the dwelling-house has been ablaze.

tbati

to
although the migratory instinct is so strong j 
at the season for departure, birds will freqne3 
forsake the late broods which are too y°uD, âre 
accompany their parents on the journey, yet ve 
are well-authenticated instances of parental 1,̂  
proving more potent than the migrating Par° 
itself.

Some 
truders 
adopted

to-birds assume a hostile attitude when 
trespass near the sanotuaries they 1 . 
for their homes. Others utter curious cr 

for the purpose of scaring off their enemies. * 
celebrated singer, the nightingale, as the old Nat ^  
lever, Gilbert White, assures us, will warn away ^ 
inquisitive strangers from its new-born young- 
such circumstances, these little birds— a

“ make a plaintive and a jarring noise; and a* ^  
snapping or a cracking, pursuing people along ^  
hedges as they walk ; these last sounds seem m* 
for menace and defiance.” ly

Birds that nest in holes and trees, such as ^s. 
nuthatch and others, will hiss like snakes 1 {
turbed, and this habit certainly possesses 6 ^  
advantages, for the most brazen bird’s-nesting 
in company with his cousins, the apes and m°“ 
has an instinotive horror of snakes. Another 
terietio of the nuthatch deserves mention. T“ 1® ¡8j 
occasionally breeds in a hollow previously °.c0 .*rjy 
by the woodpecker, and the nuthatch is partioo^ 
careful to plaster up the opening so as to PreT?°tob’! 
larger woodpecker’s return. Should the nntn ^¡. 
appropriated nursery be invaded, the bird fign®® fi 
ouBly, and hisses in the most intimidating ...ft 

The trouble taken by the American woodp3 
to remove all traoes of their nesting-places is
equalled by their ingenuity. The pAeated
pecker (Pious pileatus), commonly dabbed the '̂ ¿jy 
chuck, a beautiful creature, whose numbers ar0 
declining— .g

“ is a very powerful and artistic workman, and 1 $0
that when it is cutting a hole in a tree -tru n k  
purpose of making its nest, it often removes tn 
of its presence by carrying away the chips and sc 
them at a distance.” #

Quito unlike the migrant bird that visj 
shores and, in the vernal season, makes mnsl ^  
its delightful oall-note, the ouckoos of Americâ j,e!j 
their own nest and rear their own brood. ¡̂1* 
hatching out her eggs, the yellow-billed ouc ^  
erect her feathers in the most terrible manne 
approach of any strange animal. Usually a ie 
bird, this ouokoo will attack any intruder gbi 
tempts to violate her sanctuary. Even 
blackbird and the timid partridge will assa 
enemies in defence of their young. All o ^ tb
goes to show that the love and saorifi06 
mother for her offspring is a general pb0° 
of the higher animal world. . e{e *jj.

Geese, again, are intensely pugnacious w ,opj03j, 
eggs and young are exposed to danger. Tk0 
oated gander maintains perpetual guard j  
goose broods over her eggs. With the ^ ¡g 
it is the same, both in the Old World a? reat0 ¡ji 
New. The male Canadian goose, when tf&lj 
with danger, resolutely withstands an fl 
ho calls to his spouse to retreat from her j,g, 
soon as she has reached a haven of refng. ’̂ gjtf5, 
seeks security in flight, but with him 1 „[
appears to be the rule of “  ladies first."

The fury of the golden eagle at the apPĉ 0flcflD 
a trespasser on his aerie has often been
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0f (.L̂ ere are reasons for doubting the entire troth 
birij 056 stories. These powerful and sanguinary 
the warS- abogod to fall with unmitigated fury on 
h0w on!d-be despoilers of their nests. There are, 
ea?leV0̂ ’ 8Qt)d grounds for thinking that the golden 
iiffei-o-t t a very brave bird, makes but a very in____j ----- - ~ ------ - “ ““ ““ — ” “ *“
j‘?erent parent, and is more conoerned with its own 
i? 8̂ y than the proteotion of its brood. But, despite 
0e faot that the old birds readily desert their nest 
““ either fly away altogether or watch the seizure 
....i 'r ProP0rty from a distant retreat, there may 
1 * be occasions on which they make a fight for their 

[Sessions. In the light of the fact that all organ- 
di8Play considerable variation, it is quite likely 

«  there is more than an element of truth of the 
toeroua testimonies as to their devotion to their 

every speoies in which the offspring 
(i I 0tenceles8, parental care and affection are essen- 

to the perpetuation of the species in question. 
W nivorous birds, suoh 8,8 the 0SPre7> the g03' 
bet it’ and ethers, will make a splendid stand on 
asRnu their threatened progeny, even when the 
and *8 a much larger animal. The beaks, wings, 

clawa 0f ^ig bjr^8 0f prey are all powerful 
of P0t|8> acd the injuries these organs ar9 capable 
rp̂  f̂lictine. ^o^l ?°metime8 prove very serious indeed.

c family, owing to their nocturnal habits, 
Sot regarded as an unassuming group.
tenia8, * the innumerable species of owls are, in 
8oif 7» brave and enterprising birds. The cat her- 
W :'9 Wary when dealing with a big rat, but the 
n̂ l 00,8‘iike manner in which many of o a r  naAve 
tiy6] pounce on these pestilent rodents is posi- 

admirable. The short-eared owls will unite to 
, a dog that has wandered too near their nest. 

their 0rdy must birds proteot themselves against 
iiois. Mammalian enemies, but there are also many 
Ihe v  aad sanguinary assailants of their own race, 
i ^ g  bird of North America furnishes a fine 
tailf(.ac® °t fighting power in this connection. This 

bird is rather smaller than our song thrush, 
^5r.n QdeBtly attired, but bears himself with confi-B. '•» nnJSc, 0Jad dignity. 
f°to (¡¿0ais f&me
“»to As a musician, he is of little 

rests on his success in battle.
«util fue veiT beginning of the builamg op~ '
aaaVu6time when the y °ang ar? abl® a J S ’w p i  
big ij?bt for themselves, the oook king bird e. °  
chi]j ® to securing food, entertaining bis ^

8a> and i m n o t - " ' ' " - ' "  ~L‘A'Kht e ’ aDd 1mpetnou8ly attacking from dawn till 
Mikity ¿grading bird that shows itself in the 

*?ts shn̂ , jealously guarded nest, 
bven ,„QW their -----  ■ • .............tQa*:. la*i

0_________ _ The very
ven ]*“w their respeot by avoiding his presence.

Predaoeous birds are assailed by this 
i“at, 'vhofP bird, and his flehtine aualities are suchb, ^henf uira> and bis fighting qualities are such 
f ’0| be ; ber ,as vlotor or vanquished in these com- 
t8t0 hn̂ .Ilvarlablv succeeds in preserving his home

I*
0fcate

«  an and_ overcome. The drake is
ti *8 dQvoti . 8b^nd or father. But the eider 
the teacn, sbp°n ^ 8eff> and when attacked on moat 
tltge Qrt°n°diu ga^ ers ber family around her, beats 
¡tw8 the qa , g water into spray with her wings, and 
8 On8808, she 8 *° dive for safety. If the danger 
Co^^Qion trin? •avors boat off the enemy, but 

the f i8 Pretend lameness, thus en
gird?“8 8oon attaok her instead of the young,
to y efself qj be ducklings have escaped, the old 
V  *g docks away. Bulls are not averse
Steed y Co-ouor’nf tbe Prudent mother-birds ooca- 

W ^ssaii e. and in this way ward off these
N a ?  thi  o w ;ti eirofl^ ta8-‘a A0arfal fURC y°ung are concerned the gulls 
K 8 8oii âr°tic T;8 • ^beir oolonies are threatened, 
s ®dinn’ ^^1 BtriL Sgl40ns* ^be skuas, near kinsmen of 
dCQtt>a?"SroQnqB 0 at the human trespasser on their 
?̂UQt ^boQg^, ■ outi aooording to the late Captain

Sa.iSceeaIly 8brikfl fi?8 BW00p round their foes, they 
6b 0(8 ^ 8°d,lenh, 4 0m bat, when within striking 
W 8ttui v? bropL iâ n aside. Nevertheless, the 

bid hftblrds ep ;̂ by their wings, and had these 
Ve Proved ^u8ly attacked them, the skuas 

hornselves no mean antagonists.

The giant petrel has evolved a curious protective 
device. In the Southern Orkneys these carrion birds 
abound and breed in colonies of a couple of hundred 
nests, in each of which a single egg is deposited:—

“ In order to secure the egg the bird has to be 
knocked off the nest, and it shows its resentment 
and does its best to protect its property by sitting 
down a yard or two away and ejecting the contents 
of its stomaoh at the intruder.”

Well may Mr. Lea say that the old mariners were 
well within their rights in dabbing this nauseous 
bird the “  Stinker.”

The penguin of the South Seas has as yet not 
adapted himself to the intrusive proclivities of man
kind, and does not soruple to assail the lord of 
creation’s lower extremities. Dr. Wilson, who jour
neyed with Scott in the famous Antarctic expedition, 
thus relates his experiences of thi3 remarkable bird:—

“ When annoyed in any way, tho cock-bird ranges up 
in front of his wife, his eyes flashing with anger, his 
feathers erect in a raffle round his head, and his language 
unfit for publication. H e stands there for a minute or 
two breathing out threatenings and slaughter till his rage 
overpowers him, and, putting his head down, he makes 
a dash at one’s legs and hails blows upon them with his 
flippers, like bullets from a machine gun.”

But a further article will be necessary to illustrate 
and exemplify even stranger phenomena of avian 
guardianship and affection. Interesting and sug
gestive as the phenomena already brought forward 
undoubtedly are, another and an even more wonder
ful aspeot of these protective devices remains to be 
dealt with, and to this we will next address ourselves.

T . F . P a l h e k ,
(To be concluded.)

What it Means to be a Catholic.

A lecture delivered in Chicago, by 
M . M . M a n g a s a r i a n .

The Roman Empire is one of the few enduring 
political monuments. It is true that its frame, or 
shell, has wasted away, but the substance of it is 
eternal—as much as anything could be called that. 
Just as every ocean-crossing vessel only repeats 
what Columbus did, every form of government of to
day or of to-morrow, is, and will be, a reproduction, 
with modifications, of the Roman pattern.

Gibbon, in his Decline and Fall of the Homan Empire, 
says, “  If a man were oailed upon to fix a period in 
the history of the world during which the condition 
of the human race was most happy and prosperous, 
he would, without hesitation, name that which 
elapsed from the aooession of the Emperor Nerva to 
the reign of the Antonines.”  It is immortality 
enough for any country to have produced the one 
oasis in tho desert of the past.

The capital of the world empire was Rome, whioh 
partook of this quality of imperishability, or eternity. 
One could grow eloquent in describing the innumer
able monuments—the gardens, the villas, the temples 
of the gods, the palaces of the rulers—the Forum, 
the Via Nova, the Via Saora—the masterpieoes of art 
and literature, of law and jurisprudence; the public 
works, solid and substantial, the democratic institu
tions, granting to every oitizen the liberty to be 
himself; the note of universalisai in the oalture and 
of toleration in the religion, of the Mistress of the 
World!

One of the admirable buildings of Pagan Rome 
was tho Palaoe of Peace, built by the Emperor 
Vespasian, and dedioated to the Goddess of Peaoe. 
We have a Priuoa of Peace ; the Pagans had a 
Prinoess of Peace ; bub while our Prinoe has yet to 
establish peace on earth, the Roman Goddess of 
Peace blessed the whole world, from the Indus to 
the Pillars of Hercules, with the Fax llomana, bring
ing about that unexoelled and happy era in human 
history of whioh Gibbon speaks with such enthusiasm.
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“ War,” said Marcus Aurelius, “  is the disgrace and 
calamity of human nature ”  ; and yet we have heard 
Protestant clergymen claim that even the word 
“  peace ” was not known before Jesus Christ!

Greater than all the wonders of Pagan Rome which 
I have mentioned, were the wonderful men whom the 
Eternal City nursed into being—men who attained a 
stature rarely reached and perhaps never surpassed 
in modern times. As big and as eternal as Rome, was 
Caesar, whom Shakespeare calls “  the foremost man 
of all this earth.” Where are his equals among 
Europe’s royalty of our day ? But Csesar was only 
one of a galaxy of orbs of th8 first magnitude. These 
have been shining for the last two thousand years, 
and yet they possess more light to-day than when 
they first swam into our sight! The more light 
they give, the more light they have.

Of course, there were many evils in this cosmopolite 
city. There was poverty, ignorance, slavery, vice, 
crimes, and superstition in Pagan Rome. Somehow, 
the ugly sneaks into the most exclusive circles, and 
dust and dirt defy all brooms. Perhaps the worst 
thing in Pagan Rome, the one which has left the 
deepest stain on pre-Christian civilisation, was the 
gladiatorial combats, which were a form of brutal 
entertainment. Could anything be more shocking 
than to see men and women, among them the fore
most in the community, crowding the galleries of the 
Roman Colosseum to applaud bloodshed and shout for 
more of it ? We cannot understand how philosophy 
and brutality could dwell on intimate terms without 
coming to grips. In justice to the Ancients, however, 
let us admit that the Roman gladiatorial games were 
already a step in the direction of reform. Before, and 
outside of, Rome, the universal custom was to kill all 
prisoners of war in cold blood. The Romans modified 
this barbaric custom of the past by offering the 
prisoner a chance to fight for his life. Be it further 
noted that the slaves fighting in the arena with wild 
beasts, or with one another, had a better chance of 
escaping alive than, for example, the Frenob Hugue
nots who perished in the Massacre of St. Bartholomew. 
The latter event occurred nearly fifteen hundred years 
after Christ. Furthermore, the Pagans trifled with 
the lives of malefactors and captives only; the 
Inquisition, Protestant as well as Catholic, trifled 
with the lives of the elite—Giordano Bruno, John 
H ubs, Michael Servetus, Savonarola, Joan of Arc 
at the age of nineteen, when she was in bloom 
like a lily—and oh, ever so many others—the 
bravest of the race!

But if Modern Rome, with its Inquisition, sank as 
low, if not lower, than the gladiatorial barbarities of 
Ancient Rome, where is the evidence that the City of 
the Popes rose to the splendor and beauty of the City 
of the Philosophers ? The celebrated Italian historian, 
Professor Villari, a Catholic himself, speaking of the 
capital of Christendom in the fourteenth and fifteenth 
centuries, says, “  The Vatican,” and the Vatican was 
Rome, “ became the scene of every imaginable orgy 
and outrage, of plots and poisonings.” Unfortunately, 
every word of that is true ! He understates rather 
than overstates the case. When the son of Lorenzo 
the Magnificent started for Rome, his father said to 
him, “ You are now going to that sink of all iniquities.” 
Luther, too, came to Rome, and he was so shocked 
that he lost his faith, and ran away from the papal 
court as one would from the cholera. Professor 
Villari writes that the popes now openly acknow
ledged their children, and no longer referred to them 
as their “  nephews ” ; and the popes’ children, he 
says, were leaders in the unmentionable immoralities 
of the city. In fact, the people had beoome so 
aocustomed to the craze for gold and the lust for 
power and pleasure of their prelates, that they had 
ceased to be scandalised by anything the popes ever 
did.

“  The Eternal City,” writes the same Catholio 
historian, whom I have already quoted, “ had beoome 
a great market of offices and posts created only to be 
sold to the highest bidders.” There was no crime 
for which a pardon could not be purchased. Gold 
was God. A father who had murdered his two

daughters, received absolution for eight bund* 
duoats. Every morning dead bodies found about 
streets of the Holy City were thrown into the ’ 
and there was hardly a morning when corpses ff 
not found lying in the streets. It was impossib16 
walk through the city or its near suburbs w»“ 
fear of robbery and assassination. Besides t . 
gangs of criminals who had made Rome their W 
quarters, the city was infested with an arm?  ̂
beggars, the dirtiest in the world, and impossib10 
shake off. In addition to this, pestilence anduufini, u n . i l l  ciuuiuiuu UU UlilO, i  j.
famine and massaore, anarchy and revolution, , 
sion and pillage—Alaric and his Visigoths, Attila 
his Huns, Genserio and his Vandals—succeed^ ^
another with the regularity of the seasons._ 
this would not be a circumstance in comparison  ̂
an ignorance the densest and a superstition the ® 
sordid, which suffocated every living thing to “8 s 
The Europe that had seen “ the glory that 
Athens and the grandeur that was Rome ” ^a9 
an intellectual Sahara. - ¡jt

When the supposed head of the supposed •  ̂
Andrew was brought to Rome, the people went ° ^  
meet it with thirty-five thousand torches. '  ̂$ 
was this relic discovered? Who recognised j 
belonging to Saint Andrew? Who was he? ^  
were his services to humanity? If his sAn e8iii 
miraculously preserved for fifteen hundred y 0 
why were not his brains? But superstition aS .e(s 
questions. Poor Rome ! From a city of phil°B°̂  03, 
it had become a city of quacks and their _Jo t 
From a city a million strong, Rome had sunk 1 rJ,
dilapidated town of a few thousand, mostly b 
From one of the most beautiful centres of tb0 
housing one of the healthiest and most ~ S > ci
races, Rome had beoome an infirmary, an arnn̂ îy 

-the lazaretto of the world. To this day, ® , 1
live people in Rome are the dead Pagans, a ^ ¡1 
greatest treasures of papal Rome are the ^ . ¡¡f 
Pagan Rome. To confirm these conclusions, ^  
read a few more passages descriptive of Papal 
from Viliari’s book on Machiavelli.

One of the passages in its entirety from 
have already quoted, reads :— Jj

i.1,g  a
“ There was a very imposing ceremony on *“  . tl# 

of the youthful Cardinal, Giovanni dei M01,g 
only seventeen years of age, and to whom h> ^  ijj 
among other useful advice, wrote that he mu3̂  of 
mind that he was about to inhabit the pop*'
iniquity. And this Rome certainly was. gCaCl‘J”
sons and nephews made the town ring with tn 
of their daily life.”

And this is the way one of the popes is introdo^ ^
“ Nor did this misfortune come alone,

25th of July, Innocent VIII. died, and was sue 
the worst Pontiff who ever filled the chair of

whose crimes were sufficient to con?
human society.”

yell ft3fo<

That divoroes were sold for favors as w3 
gold, may be seen from the following:—■ . if

“ The latter (Pope Alexander’s son), as B0° n̂ g pf9%  
thrown aside his frock, was sent as envoy 
bearer of a Bull of divorce to Louis X II ., ^iS0* 
bo separated from his wife, and married to 11 
Charles V III., bringing him Brittany as her

As emphasising the pursuit of gold of * 0 
clergy, the following is significant:— ^

“ ........ Many offices were sold, and no to®8
hundred individuals accused of infidelity, 
allowed to purchase their pardon.” Mir

“ But inasmuch as there are some,” wr^63 .
velli,— gppfp ■

“ who believe that the welfare of Italy ĉ y  t f* /'

reasons against her........ The first, that by
the Church of Rome, I  will allege two V Y  ¡tirÆ

by * jj y
example of that Court, this land has lo8* 8st i
and all religion........ W e Italians, then, are , 00{ Æ
to the Church and the clergy for the l°a3 .gg o^ê i ; 
and the gain of wickedness ; but we likeff^ 0 c*.;'y 
another and greater obligation, which 18 i 
our ruin. It is that the Church has kep" a 
country divided,”
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8ams celebrated political writer says :—
n . T'has the Church has been the true cause for which 
, 8 y has never been united under one head, but always 
land h a™0D8 many lords and princes, wherefore the
the 1 fallen into such feebleness that it has become
i J W *  °f the first who attacked it. For all this we 

a >ans are indebted to the Church and to none else.”

elli also adds that the invasion of Italy by 
,3 wfli] ar*ans was brought about by the treachery 
iQvasion&a *nooraPe ênoe °T the popes. The

I f

nenVe P°Pe3 occasion to acquire increasing promi
se ¡v' -â  §overn the country at their will by fostering
barb 1V'S'0nS......Accordingly, all the wars made by the
tnot T ^ 8 nPon Italy in these times were chiefly pro- 
that .J?y popes, and nearly all the barbaric hordes
W]ji^WePt over the land had come at their call. The
j a ~ eourse of proceeding is still pursued in our own 
defence! ^ i 8 an<I s f '1* keeps Italy disunited and

Coot:"tuning, our author shows how—
C0Ve. P°Pe3> always faithful to their traditions, always 
*  °f _ authority and power, first deprived the

aD People of their right of acclaiming the Emperor,
boall°  ̂ e' ec^ n3 the Head of the Church, and
Ther^ 86  ̂^ em the example of deposing an emperor. 
pap 6uPon some sided with the Empire, others with the 
belling^1US sow*Dg the seed of the Guelph and Ghib- 
barb'0-llUm.ors’ 80 that, as soon a3 Italy were freed from 
sttQoJ|lan„ *nvasions, it might be torn by internal

f|li , 8b*6S.
Ablg ¡8 .

ql P° b̂anb testimony, sufficient to prove the
ôst enlf.r 8̂j  a8a,-nst the Papacy which wrecked the 

Crekted ¿u a CQfture the world had yet seen, and 
Mtfoh the If 
fo ,.7 ^ e r

“ated m '-“ ivure me worm naa yet seen, ana 
ÏMoh 0 Sanest centuries and darkest period 

j ' 8aanca a®*°fced th0 earth. Then came the

I'tal i*8rd “ Renaissance ’’ is one of the most beau- 
r Ct'bes Ul vocahulary, and the period whioh it 
RQce Saj?̂ 18 Sreabe8t in history. On Renais-
s9N Ss ay we celebrate the re-birth of man. 
tpda ¡.fi8 meana rejuvenation. The Western 
of\St 0r a prolonged drought, whioh withered 

Relja 08 modern times, drank from the wells 
spiîve ’ ana beoame young again.
8i? tot Li* Gvor been in a fog at sea, when neither 
8 * tad an/ ? , Was visible, aud how suddenly the wind 
b o j | rsa ^ on§ta bhe thinning veil shore and
V ed>  thebo ivPP0ared ? The influences which contri-
tb 'd As nei7j revival of ancient Athens and Rome 
tb! at do 8 a8.bhe change in the wind which lifts 

• In the age of Dante and Petrarch
Pan"*1 aod tacre and there a few translations of 
8Prt ’ as fnii fQ- maflnsoripts. These palpitating 
18 siiejjf,0  ̂ ideas as a tree is of sap in the 
k ,  Qed tho an<̂  tay their mild persistence, 
tfc8 tra°alatjQn * e^tc bhe Oocident.
aOdBeeda of ns Rom the classical masters were like 
w  ?Lbtltl|lant new Rawest, and the first crop, rich 
8et6(1 ,e oooQt ^ a8 gathered in Italy because that 
e,10Q Sgeat Jfln vvhioh anoient culture had lin- 
* 3  aomethii y°Q.hold a rose in your hand long 
floten and. t, of its scent is sure to pass into 

r °f culfcn**y had long been the vase for the 
of ^ have oq re‘
y°a st^0’ and n !r̂ rogtam this morning a portrait 
V er0' b°th PPi- h0 8tage a bust of Petraroh. As 
Oot g8 ^hioh thtfrv0*1 and Daabe are crowned. The 
6bftge te’eby, havn Uan8hters of the Renaissance, of 
H°Qld* 011 the f arranged about tho bust on the 
^Pte’? tais and beautiful homage we
o 1aptf ^  shoTO and the laurel woven about 
Qce ta>r I?-05 °Pr o® il°W ‘Rhers, in times and climes 

>.0q1v 0ata geuin„ n> shared our affectionate rever-

i1-',tbeehfi.6abe toaii - . S8parat0 Petrarch from Dante.o C8entk 10 to ^ecrarcn irom JJante.
!.V0tefl J, C0Pturvy 4wab th0y both belong to the Plplno  ̂ Verv narln i .  lif«

>tioo 
^ d o o t

aot*1 â80Piiofcw n ^ ey also °ontained the “  tonic ” 
y0t hQ«_ needed. The printing press 

lBC°vered, but Petraroh made

Tb* of J 0ry early in life, Petraroh
thoi00 aor?-Q̂ 8°binp n h0 zeal an apostle to the 
w.b peti ‘0Pt doQ„^ l:ir0eli and Latin manusoripts. 
C 0ta\o bettapot m̂ t8 Wore laden with the gold

numerous copies of many of the manuscripts, thus 
insuring them against loss. And he studied and 
expounded the works of Cicero, of Seneca, of Aristotle, 
with so much ardor and admiration that his 
devotion to these immortals has perfumed his 
memory. In order to share his newly found wealth 
with his countrymen, he wrote a series of letters 
which are considered masterpieces, and which he 
addressed to his friends, to princes, to posterity. 
In these letters he tells the people that the very 
dust under their feet is the ashes of the immortal 
dead; that every turn of the spade will unearth 
a work of art; that the ground they walk upon 
is sown with genius, as thickly as the summer 
meadows with the dew. Those letters are prose- 
poems—a kind of rhapsody, an éloge of the times 
when mind ruled the world. Have you heard the 
lark singing to the dawn ? He is a stammerer in 
comparison with Petrarch’s passionate, palpitating, 
vibrant, musical anthem to the new day.

(To be continued.)

National Secular Society.

R eport of M onthly E xecu tive  M eeting  held  on F eb . 25.
Members present:— Messrs. Bowman, Brandes, Cohen, 

Cunningham, Davey, Davidson, Jadga, Neate, Nichols, 
Quinton, Roger, Rosetti, Samuels, Shore, Silverstain, 
Thurlow, Miss Rough, Miss Stanley, and the Secretary.

Mr. Victor Roger was elected to the chair.
The Secretary reported that Mr. Foote was recovering 

from a sharp attack of illness, and the Executive unani
mously expressed pleasure at hearing that tha illness was 
abating,

New members were admitted to the Parent Society, and 
several matters adjourned from the last meeting wera 
discussed.

Arising from correspondence was a suggestion as to the 
future enrolment of members, and Mr. Davidson gave notice 
of motion on the matter for the next meeting.

Mr. Samuels gave a report from the Benevolent Fund 
Committee.

Messrs. Shore, Quinton, and Roger were elected as a sub
committee to arrange for a new meeting-place for the 
Executive, it being necessary to vacata the premises at 
2 Newcastle-street, shortly.

E . M. V ance, General Secretary.

NOT G OD -INSPIRED , B U T JU ST AS FU NN Y.
I  was bathing in that pleasant sea near Marseilles one 

summer’s afternoon, when I  discovered a very large fish, 
with his jaws extended, approaching me with the greatest 
velocity. There was no time to be lost, nor could I  possibly 
avoid him. I  immediately made myself as small as possible 
by closing my feet and placing my hands at my sides, in 
which position I passed between his jaws, and into his 
stomach, where I remained in total darkness. The fish was 
discovered by some Italian fishermen, who harpooned him, 
and as soon as he was brought on board I heard the crew 
discussing how they should cut him up so as to preserve the 
oil. I  was in most dreadful apprehension lest they should 
kill me also, therefore I  kept in the middle of the fish. 
When they opened the fish’s belly, I  called out lustily, and 
noted their astonishment at seeing a naked man walk out of 
the fish’s body.— The Adventures o f  Baron Munchausen.

FO R TU N A TE  H A L T .
Johnny used to say his prayers every night and ask for a 

little baby brother. But for a long time no baby brother 
came along, and at last he stopped praying for one. Soon 
after this his mother became ill, and the nurse took Johnny 
in to see her. She showed him twins. Johnny looked at 
them awhile and said :

“ I t ’s lucky I stopped praying when I did ”

When you are in doubt, say so. Don't keep still, for such 
silence is lying. Doubts will make you bigger, better. Give 
them a lot of room. Thoy won’t hurt you. You must doubt 
some things, for you do not know everything. If yon do not 
play an honest game with yourself, you will have to live by 
cheating. Don’t shut up your mind. Keep it open; keep it 
free, and let it look at things straight and fair. Every 
thinking man doubts. The other fellow believes.— Truth- 
seeker, New York. -  -



158 ÏH E FREETHINKER Makch 7, lfll5

SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Efcc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday 
and be marked “  Lecture Notice ” if not sent on postcard.

COUNTRY.

I ndoor.

Glasgow B banch N. S. S. (Good Templars’ Hall, 122 Ingram- 
street): 12 noon, Mr. Ogilvie, “  Woman and the Supernatural.”

PROPAGANDIST L E A FLE TS. New Issue. 1. Christianity a 
Stupendous Failure, J. T . Lloyd; 2. Bible and Teetotalism, J. M. 
Wheeler; 3. Principles of Secularism, 0 .  W atts; 4, Where Are 
Your Hospitals t R . Ingersoll. 5. Because the Bible Tells Me 
So, W . P. B all; 6. Why Be Good ? by G. W . Foote. The 
Parson's Creed. Often the means of arresting attention and 
making new members. Price 6d. per hundred, post free 7d. 
Special rates for larger quantities. Samples on receipt of 
stamped addressed envelope.— Miss E , M. V ance, N . S. S. 
Secretary, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.O.

LATEST N. S. S. BAD G E .— A single Pansy 
flower, size as shown ; artistic and neat design 
in enamel and silver; permanent in color; has 
been the means of making many pleasant 
introductions. Brooch or Btud fastening, 6d. 
Scarf-pin, 8d. Postage in Great Britain Id. 
Small reduction on not less than one dozen. 
Exceptional value.— From Miss E . M. V ance, 
N. S. 8., 2 Newcastle-street, London, E .O .

TH E LATE

CHARLES BRAD LAU GH , M.F.

A  Statuette Bust,
Modelled by Burvill in 1881. An excellent likeness of the great 
Freethinker. Highly approved of by hi3 daughter and intimate 

colleagues. Size, 6J ins. by 8§ ins. by 4J ins.

Plaster (Ivory Finish) ... ... 3/-
Extra by post (British Isles): One Bust, 1/- ; two, 1/6.

T he P ioneer  P ress 2 Newcastle-street. E .C . ; or, 
Miss E. M. V ance , Secretary, N. S. S.

All Profits to be devoted to the N. S. S. Benevolent Fund.

America's Fpeethought NewspaP61’1
T H E  T R U T H  S  E  E  K  E

FOUNDED BY D. M. BEN N E TT, 1873. 
CONTINUED BY E . M. MACDONALD, 1886-19^ ,, 

G. E . MACDONALD - t  J L ji*
L. K. W ASH BURN — E ditorial OoN*®‘

Subscription R ates. _qo
Single subscription in advance — —
Two new subscribers ... -«  — ¿ qq
One subscription two years in advanoa — ' est-’»

To all foreign countries, except Mexico, 50 oenta per ann ^  -I 
Subscriptions for any length of time under a year, at tn

25 cents per month, may be begun at any ¡¡fth
Freethinkers everywhere are invited to tend for specttnt 

which are free.
TH E TR U TH  SE EK ER  COMPANY,

Publishers, Dealers in Freetbought Books, ^
62 V ksiy  Street, N ew Y ob®>

D eterm inism  or Free
By C. COHEN.

Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.

H clear and able exposition o f the sufc,j ê 0n, 
the only adequate ligh t—the light o f evolu

CONTENTS. "jfl,

I. The Question Stated.— II. “ Freedom " and 
Consciousness, Deliberation, and Choice.— IV. Bore0 ft) 
Consequences of Determinism.— V. Professor Jams3 ° 
Dilemma of Determinism.”— VI. The Nature and 
of Responsibility.— V II. Determinism and Character.-' 

Problem in Determinism.— IX . Environment-

PRICE ONE SHILLING N®
(P o s t a g e  2d .)

T H E  S E C U L A R  S O C I E T Y
(LIMITED)

Company Limited by Guarantee,

Registered Office— 2 N E W C A S T L E  S T R E E T , LO ND O N, E.O. 

Chairman o f  Board o f Directors— Mr. G. W . FO O TE . 

Secretary— Miss E . M. VAN CE.

T his Society was ormed in 1898 to afford legal seourity to the 
acquisition and application of funds for Secular purposes.

The Memorandum of Association seta forth that the Society’s 
Objects are :— To promote the principle that human conduct 
should be based upon natural knowledge, and not upon super
natural belief, and that human welfare in this world is the proper 
end of all thought and action. To promote freedom of inquiry. 
To promote universal Secular Education. To promote the com
plete secularisation of the State, etc., etc. And to do all such 
lawful things as are conducive to snoh objects. Also to have, 
hold, receive, and retain any sums of money paid, given, devised, 
or bequeathed by any person, and to employ the same for any of 
the purposes of the Society.

The liability of members is limited to £1 , in case the Booiety 
should ever be wound up and the assets were insufficient to covor 
liabilities— a most unlikely contingency.

Members pay an entrance fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent 
yearly subscription of five shillings.

The Society has a considerablenumber of members, but a much 
larger number is desirable, and it is hoped that some will be 
gained amongst those who read this announcement. All who join 
It-participate in the control of its business and the trusteeship of 
its resources. It is expressly provided in the Articles of Associa
tion that no member, as Buch, shall derive any sort of profit from 
tn- Society, either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in 
any way whatever.

The Society's affairs are managed by an elected Board of 
Directors, consisting of not less than five and not more than 
twelve members, one-third of whom retire (by ballot) each year,

but are capable of re-election. An Annual Gener^.^odj
members must be held in London, to receive tb® 
new Directors, and transact any other business tbat

to V
Being a duly registered body, the Secular So01 6 

can receive donations and bequests with abe°*  ̂
Those who are in a position to do so are 
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society s „pr^V) 
wills. On this point there need not be the slightest“^  qP b  
It is quite impossible to set aside such bequests. ry eOf ( 
have no option but to pay them over in the ° r , e0 “  

No objection of any kind has J“ g£>c‘e J
□ mr nf fcVjn \37illa hv JuVliflh At.'

option 
administration. 
connection with any of the wills by which 
already been benefited.

The Society’s solicitors are Messrs. Harper 
Rood-lane, Fenchnrch-street, London, E.O.

A Form of Bequest.— The following is a 1 i  f',
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators ( y ;; 
“  bequeath to the Seoular Society, Limited, tb® t 
“  free from Legacy Duty, and I aireot that a re® fog p y  k 
“  two members of the Board of the said Sooiety aB fltorS '
“  thereof shall be a good discharge to my E*® Jt. 
“  Baid Legaoy.” i t y j

Friends of the Sooiety who have remembered » ge^jjjy 
or who intend to do so, should formally notify ’..jp»®' 
the fact, or send a private intimation to the Cbfl! notptii’ 
(if desired) treat it as strictly confidential. This ^  „«f
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes get 1° B* j jeB11 
their contents have to be established by ccmP®te
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^ T lO N A I. SECULAR SOCIETY,
8 P resident: G. W. FOOTE.

°r»tary; Miss jj V a n o i, 2 Nowcastle-st. London, E.O.

Sac Principles and Objects.
aijD!‘ABISlt teaches that conduct should be base on reason 
'iterf n0w'e^80. It knows nothing of divine guidance or 
tegy,1® 06! it excludes supernatural hopes and fears; it 
Uotaj g^Ppiness as man’s proper aim, and utility as his

affirms that Progress is only possible through 
seeks I '  i8 at once a right and a du ty ; and therefore 
thonou r°™ove every barrier to the fullest equal freedom of 

Secni’ a.°^on> end speech.
as Su ari8m declares that theology is condemned by reason 
assails it ^ ° US’ atld by experience as mischievous, and 

Seen] as historic enemy of Progress. 
piea(j a 1̂BEa accordingly seeks to dispel superstition; to 
t(l0falitv. ¿ca^ on > to disestablish religion ; to rationalise 
haterij ’ • Pro.m°te  peace; to dignify labor; to extend
the peopl^0̂ 'k °int> ’ and to realise the self-government of

An Membfirsiilp.
lowing >0 eligible as a member on signing the

Plejgê ’re to join the National Seoular Society, and I 
f'otttnt!» ** admitted as a member, to co-operate in 

0tln8 >ts objects.’ '

P u p a t io n .......................................
bated thin j  .

Th-
a sabg|,^a -̂on sb°nld be transmitted to the Sooretary

UietQbgj0?^  ,a min*mnlfl Two Shillings per year, every 
hij tonili 18 *eit to fix his own subscription according to 

us and interest in the causa.

A le Immediate Practical Objects.
!  l JJtwnation of Bequests to Secular or other Free-

.190.

Sn - ¡7 "oiiuooia nu oecuiar or osuur t*ree-
. N o s  01. ?8’ *or the maintenance and propagation of 
Oi^Vis °Plai0C8 on matters of religion, on the same 

je t io n s  * ° Christian or Theistio churches or

i^toïi*î?a oI tba Blasphemy Law s, in order thatMi,lgj0 ____  »̂auô iuwjluj JkJ VT U. u UDI V11 ft U
°a* S t  of3« canvaaaed as freely as other subjeots, with- 
Q.lhe D; nae °5 imprisonment.

inches ¡^u h h sh m en t and Disendowment of the State 
in o6 A-bolit-D§ aniI’ So°tland. and "Wales, 
bv °°l8 Wi ° n Religions Teaching and Bible Reading 

rjUe r other educational establishments supported

^n?leu endowod educational institutions to the
0Ja eAbt0aay« Uth °* a11 clasBoa alike.
Sum for A00 oi hiws interfering with the free use 
»Hj ay opQnin 0 PurPose of culture and recreation ; and the 

4 j^Galleifgg ®^abQ and Municipal Museums, Libraries,

iu8tiQe *he Marriage Law s, especially to secure 
0, ^j^u^harid and wife, and a reasonable liberty

C n W * * »  the legal status of men and women, so 
hojjj *ifl °tectioBay,  6 *.ndependent of sexual distinctions.

8r° 0(J Qf °}. °hildron from all forms of violence, and 
1 Ab° la!*0r ' b0S9 w*10 would make a profit out of their

a Bnir’*a^  ^ eredltary distinctions and privileges 
j^°d. *  15 antagonistic to juatioo and human

h* ¿ L «  daily aH iust and wise means of the con-
^ llio e  at*d citio ° r masses of tho people, especially 

aud thoS’ W^ ere insanitary and inoommodious 
i* pB aud diHom Wan* °* °Pen BPaces> cause physical 
,®8lf fo^fuation nf ^ le deterioration of family life,
^£q tn ,^ a Uioral „„a  r*ght and duty of Labor to organorganise>  to ilta moral '  T  ri§ht and duty ■ 

w. a‘¿Sal protp... ec°uomical advancement, and of its 
N t  i T ^ t S C S ®  in bu«* combinations.
:QW * .. the "  °* thft M«« t>„j____j___xttoeatmpni? 16 ?^ea Roiorm for that of Punish- 
th !^^ooh'a°68 of v_*. °? criminals, bo that gaols may no 

4J<1 ' ’ ho ° Phyaicni .R a t io n , or even of more detention, 
tho afflicfni . °Hoctual, and moral elevation for

^ C i ai°U of £ with anti-social tendencies, 
tat; 8 Prn̂ 6 tioatm -!.floral law to animals, so as to secure 
W ;0*1 of Action of P * and legal proteotion against cruelty, 

Qtlal •lin^^atiou f eace between nations, and tho so" 
Phtes, Iot in the settlement of i:

sabot i-
inter-

FREETHOUGHT PUBLICATIONS.

L i b e b t y  a n d  N e c e s s i t y . A n  arg u m en t again st  
Free Will and in favor of Moral Causation. By David 
Hume. 82 pages, pries 2d., postage Id.

T h e  M o r t a l i t y  o f  t h e  S o u l , B y  D a v id  H n m 9. 
With an introduction by G. W . Foote. 16 pages, price Id.,
postage ^d,

AN  E s s a y  o n  S u i c i d e . B y  D av id  H u m e . W it h  
an Historical and Critical Introduction by G. W. Foote, 
price Id ., postage id .

F r o m  C h r i s t i a n  P u l p i t  t o  S e c u l a r  P l a t f o r m .
By J. T. Lloyd. A  History of his Mental Development. 
60 pages, price Id., postage Id.

T h e  M a r t y r d o m  o f  H y p a t i a . By M. M. Manga- 
sarian (Chicago). 16 pages, price Id., postage id .

T h e  W i s d o m  o f  t h e  A n c i e n t s . By Lord Baoon. 
A beautiful and suggestive composition. 86 pages, reduced 
from Is. to 3d., postage Id.

A R e f u t a t i o n  o f  D e i s m . By P ercy  Bysshe 
Shelley. W ith an Introduction by G. W . Foote. 32 pages, 
price Id., postage -J-d.

L i f e , D e a t h , a n d  I m m o r t a l i t y . B y  Percy Bysshe 
Shelley. 16 pages, price Id., postage id.

W h y  A m  I a n  A g n o s t i c  ? By Col. R. G. Ingersoll. 
24 pages, price 2d., postage id .

B i b l e  S t u d i e s  a n d  P h a l l i c  W o r s h i p . B y  J. M .
Wheeler. 136 pages, price Is. 6d., postage 2d.

U t i l i t a r i a n i s m . By Jeremy Bentham. A n  Im p o r 
tant Work. 32 pages, price Id,, postage id .

T h e  M i s t a k e s  o f  M o s e s . By Col. R . G. Ingersoll.
Only Complete Edition. Beautifully printed on fine 
paper. 136 pages. Reduced to 6d,, postage 2id .

T h e  E s s e n c e  o f  R e l i g i o n . B y  L u d w ig  F eu erb aob . 
“ All theology is anthropology.”  Buchner said that “ no 
one has demonstrated and explained the purely human 
origin of the idea of God better than Ludwig Feuerbach.” 
78 pages, price 6d, postage Id.

T h e  C o d e  o f  N a t u r e . By Denis Diderot. Power
ful and eloquent. 16 pages, price Id., postage id.

G i l e s ’ A p o s t o l i c  R e c o r d s . P rice 8s., p ostage 5d.

B i o g r a p h i c a l  D i c t i o n a r y  o f  F r e e t h i n k e r s —
Of All Ages and Nations. By Joseph Mazzini Wheeler 
355 pages, price (reduced from 7s. 6d.) 3s., postage 4d.

A P h i l o s o p h i c a l  I n q u i r y  C o n c e r n i n g  H u m a n
L ibe r ty . By Anthony Collins. W ith Preface and Anno
tations by G. W . Foote and Biographical Introduction by 
J. M. Wheeler. One of the strongest defences of Deter
minism ever written. Cloth, Is. i paper, 6d., post Id.

PAMPHLETS BY C. COHEN

A n  O u t l i n e  o f  E v o l u t i o n a r y  E t h i c s . Price 6d., 
postage Id.

S o c i a l i s m , A t h e i s m , a n d  C h r i s t i a n i t y . Price id.,
postage id.

C h r i s t i a n i t y  a n d  S o c i a l  E t h i c s . Price id.
postage id .

P a i n  a n d  P r o v i d e n c e . P rice  id., postage id .
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THE BIBLE HANDBOOK
FOR FREETHINKERS AND ENQUIRING CHRISTIANS.

BY

G. W. FOOTE and W. P. BALL.

N E W  A N D  C H E A P E R  E D I T I O N
Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.

WELL PRINTED ON GOOD PAPER AND WELL BOUND.

In Paper Covers, SIXPENCE—Net.
(P o s t a g e  l i d .)

In Cloth Covers, ONE SHILLING —Net.
(P o s t a g e  2d.)

ONE OF THE MOST USEFUL BOOKS EVER PUBLISHED.

INVALUABLE TO FREETHINKERS ANSWERING CHRISTlA1̂

THE PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON,

P I O N E E R  P A M P H L E T S .

Now being issued by the Secular Society Ltd

No. I_BIBLE AND BEER. By G. W. Foote.
FORTY PAGES—ONE PENNY.

Postage: single copy, id .; 6 oopies, l id . ;  18 copies, 3d.; 26 copies 4d. (parcel po3t),

No. II.—DEITY AND DESIGN. By C. Cohen.
(A Reply to Dr. Alfred Russel Wallace.)

THIRTY-TWO PAGES—ONE PENNY.
Postage: Single copy, id .; 6 copies, l id . ;  18 oopies, 2 id .; 26 oopies, 4d. (parcsl post).

No. Ill_MISTAKES OF MOSES. By Colonel Ingersoll.
THIRTY-TWO PAGES—ONE PENNY.

Postage: Single copy, id .; 6 copies, l^d .; 18 oopiea 2 id .; 26 oopies, 4d. (paroel post)-

IN PREPARATION.

No. IV_CHRISTIANITY AND PROGRESS. By G. W. Foote.

No. V.-MODERN MATERIALISM. By W. Mann.

Special Terms for Quantities for Free Distribution or to A d v a » ce<*
Societies.
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