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y Os n°t the history of every oppression teach us how
°Pprcssor ever seeks his own justification and support
McPpealing to a FACT of his own creation ?
—Mazzini.

A Grumble—and a Reply.

tttIEEK Or “wo k&ok  rece*e”™ a very pessimistic
ge r £r°zn a reader of the Freethinker. Like a
tre  many others, he was greatly depressed over
pat~reser(t position of affairs. He had borne a
W 8 far as his ciroumstanees permitted—in
"W L'%vano03 movements, and was pleased to note
tren = Con8i30rad signs of advance ail round. And
V 'n a week everything seemed topsy-turvey.
oam °MOrsy was being carried on by means of
ced advanoe was reckoned in terms of
J 1 wounded, instead of ideas propounded
Hem °ePted. Except for the oostliness and dead-
I0Overted weaPons employed, the world suddenly
fO the barbaric stage. And, says my corre-
Nefd 1’ £be evh n°f end with the War. The
°, rOaction onoe let loose are difficult to en-
~'AThIHgs will not bo after the War as they
il Ghpfore.” 1 _allmprobability they wijl—for some
m “®at—be changed for the worse.
0&ii?while he was at it, this gentleman indulged in
thint farther grumble. He asked whether we Free-
st =et8 do not, after all, over-estimate the power o
O\ < The Churches are still powerful and well-
"0A™  Their revenues are large, and they are
8tfin VVu*008 their strength. They are making
b jn,eadway owing to the War, while Freethought
ORI ?1 ground. Moreover, Freethought is Ill-
is 8ee™> and the ground won in one generation
COeirs ,!'me8 lost in the next. By this, the writer
b Qi Baat the children of Freethinkers, if they
@ Jj Oeoome religious, very often cease to take
i8s0 Nresfi iQ Freethought; and this, as he says,
‘stter ,, °h e~n to the Churches. Altogether, the

~ MR, _ai |e.a Q@@Q; all-rannd, M¥arthy, aha@ aug-

I ~grumb
bQBkI doa®ariBad a lengthy letter because,
feeij  exurenn0”™a”reO with the writer's pessimism,
*N &and so00 things that many others are
ggests questions worthy of a serious

«¢5* ldeation0 roacfi°n’ That this exists is quite
ior@R°-? Whan 4T 8a*e °f war is itself evidence of
is proof k* 63 aPP8ai to the arbitrament of

~am Tated if P°afdve that reason has, for a
*torQ 8 made bR 8uPremacy. All the talk of the
O8rglar Vanoes 1 ~ar 8 8beer delusion. It no
&id fn, i“moten (i°la’ Progress than shooting a
£ e'ther cnn»000.8™ The most that can be
KaBn -9 s°ldie - iSe 3B tflat it is neoessary. But
n. °raociOtimenn/aa <°ae h*8 work the dash of

N  fi\CE the I8nan? at the same point whore
f?28Ming vpf Ue interrupted it. When the
rJ/ats i*8 argnmnVkOn Catholics and Protestants
S * betweon Catholics and Pro-
QG fbem a 8Qtlement. No physical foroe

jliaQy havin«” ben the armies of the Allies
a ™M8uto u hnished, all the real and vital
uetween thovnrinnu nations will
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still remain for settlement. War really settles nothing
that is of first class value.

War, then, is really a suspension of the operation
of the higher forces of life by the lower. And daring
this time, everything of a reactionary character finds
an opportunity for development. This, as | have
before pointed out, is all that is involved in the
alleged strengthening of religion by the War. This
does not mean that there is less Freethought, or
fewer Freethinkers about now than before the War ;
it only means that the religious man feels more
religions than he did. The general spirit of retro-
gression creates a more congenial environment for
his ideas and beliefs. War and religion are old-
time friends, and anything that strengthens the
one is likely to strengthen the other also. But
that cannot decide the issue between Religion and
Freethoughfc, any more than the physical contest
can decide the essential issue between Germany
and the Allies. When the War is done the issue
remains, and the intellectual fight recommences.
It cannot settle the dispute; it can only suspend
it for a Beason.

Moreover, the reaction was bound to come, and
has, in faot, been long on the way. Several years
ago, at the Brussels Freethought Congress, | pointed
out that Freethinkers, in priding themselves upon
the spread of advanced ideas, were apt to overlook
the strength of the forces opposed to them. These
were, and are, of enormous power; and it could
hardly be expected that they would surrender with-
out at least one great struggle for mastery. We
were safe only so long as the hostile forces remained
unoombined. Given a growth on our side sufficiently
powerful to seriously threaten the power of the
Churches, or a state of things that favored a combi-
nation of the religious sects, and we should be,
numerically, snowed under. Our strength lies, obvi-
ously, in the power of reason, not in that of mere
numbers. On that plane the Churohes oould beat us
easily. Our superiority only becomes apparent with
the rationalising of life.

Then a3 to organisation. It is true that Free-
thinkers are not nearly as well organised as are
members of the Churohes. It is also true that they
never will be so well organised, that is, as Free-
thinkers. In the first place, the fact of their being
Freethinkers makes this very difficult, if not impos-
sible. A certain independence of judgment, an indi-
viduality of view, is implied in a man being a Free-
thinker. And this in itself makes organisation diffi-
cult. It was a true instinct that led the New Testa-
ment writers to compare the Christian to sheep and
the heretio with goats. Nor is mere organisation a
good thing for Freethinkers to aim at. Those who
complain at our lack of organisation are impressed
with the sectarian strength of the Churches. But
to fight the sectarian spirit in one place, merely to
establish it in another, cannot well bo oounted a
gain. Sectarianism in intellectual matters—whether
secular or religious—is an undesirable thing. And it
is to the credit of the spirit of Freethought teaching
that it should so far have, of its own initiative
avoided that danger. The strength of Freothonght
must always lie in its power of permeating life. Tnis
is not a showy way, but, in intellectual matters, it is
the only safe and proper one.

It is, unfortunately, true that the children of
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Freethinkers do not always—perhaps do not usually
—take the same interest in the fight against super-
stition as did their parents, although it is folly to
talk of the ground won in one generation being lost
in the next. But this, while regrettable, is easily ex-
plained. Propagandist zeal rarely runs in families—
even in matters of religion. In the case of heresy,
whether social or religions, it is folly to expect that
to be hereditary. Socially, the heretic is to the
general population what the “ sport” is in the bio-
logical world. He is, in fact, a mental “ sport,” an
intellectual variation that may or may not breed true
to type. At any rate, to expect that the same varia-
tion is going to occur, generation after generation in
the same family, is to expect the impossible. Heresy
is a mental variation, and a variation, in the nature
of the ease, is something exceptional.

Further, in the biological world—and the same
thing is true of variations in other directions—
whether a variation can perpetuate itself or not
depends upon the nature of the environment. If
that is favorable to the new type it may succeed in
perpetuating itself. If it is unfavorable the type
will not be destroyed, but it will be prevented be-
coming a normal form. Now, so far as the general
social environment is concerned, in every country
the balance of power is in favor of religion. It may
not secure conviction, but it is powerful enough to
secure a measure of outward conformity, or, failing
that, to prevent an expansion of active hostility.
Normally, then, the social environment works
against the heretio. In business, in politics, in social
life, no one’s prospects are improved by heresy ; and
they may be seriously impaired. Religion still
dominates our social institutions, and every one,
from the cradle to the grave, is subjected to the play
of forces that are the harder to fight because they
are largely impalpable. And we have simply no real
warrant for the assumption that Freethinkmg in any
family will increase in a geometrical or even in
arithmetical ratio. If we weaken the power of
religion in each generation, that is all we can
reasonably expect.

Optimism is a good thing, but too much of it is apt
to form an introduction to pessimism. To expect to
conquer the world in a day is to forget altogether
what the world is like. The strongholds of super-
stition, like the kingdom of heaven, are not to be
taken by violence. They oan only be carefully in-
vested and patiently besieged. The real question is
not whether Freethought rules the world, but whether
Freethought is making its influence felt. And in
spite of the present situation, it has certainly done
and is doing, this. Religion has been forced into the
apologetic stage. It very often exhibits all its old
arrogance ; but, on the other hand, it very often asks
morely to be let alone. Its defences have become
not so much a defence of ideas on which religion
rests, as an appeal to the institutions with
which it is associated. And that is clearly the begin
ning of the end. For just in proportion as we
succeed in rationalising social institutions, so we
succeed in taking from religion its last means of
defence.

The truth is, that this war against religion bears a
great resemblance to the European conflict. It is
not a war in which great and decisive victories can
be won. It is a war of trenches. The enemy we
have to fight is strongly entrenched, and behind him
are enormous resources. Every step of the way is
hotly contested, and advance must be slow, if only in
order to be sure. We are face to face with the
weight of tradition, with the inertia of unreasoning
conservatism, with the sleepless vigilance of threat-
ened vested interest. We advance step by step, but
we do advance. How much cannot be seen by looking
at the battlefield day by day ; you must contrast to-
day with a generation, a century, ago. And although
the advance is slow, it is sure. A position once won
for Freethought is never lost. The history of the
conflict is a history of advance on the one side and
of retreat on the other. Complete victory is still
Jar off. None of us may see the end of the struggle;
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but, then, none of us saw its beginning. The hattle
was on when we arrived. The gods were already 1M
possession.  They will probably be in possession
when the present generation of fighters are carr'é
from the field. But our reward lies in the conscious;
ness that our fighting has hastened the day Q
ultimate victory. ~  COHEN.

Portentous Prophets.

“ The vain crowds wandering blindly, led by lies.”— Lucretiid

“ The carpenter said nothing but
‘ The butter’s spread too thick.” ” .
—Alice in WonderUM'

Consideeable INnterest has been aroused by ~
publication of pictures of the sealed box containt
the prophecies of Mrs. Joanna Southcott, prophet®
of Exeter, which that lady directed was to be ope®°
a hundred years after her death, which took place
1814. We, who are not numbered among the €l00'
know as much as we want to know about
from her birth at Gittisham in Devonshire, to jj
death in Manchester-street, London. She was 6
one prophetess among many in those far-off »
when the leaders of the French Revolution and
great Napoleon were each identified as the
in Revelation. Joanna was a very bold lady. ®(
e predicted that she would be mother of
Messiah—a prediction that proved to be due to »
non-celestial disease of dropsy. Before she disO0"
left plenteous examples of her artful propheei0®J
her long-winded wranglinga with OId Nick, an m
the intolerable verse that flowed from her salO
quill, that not even divine inspiration could &
grammatical. .
Another nineteenth century Messiah was the O
pay Naval lieutenant, Richard Brothers,
portrait was engraved with rays of light descend
on his crazed head. The word came to Richard
he would be revealed to all men as the King of J0 )
salem and Ruler of the World. But the messag0o »
on stony ground, and the world proved
After Richard had courteously invited King
the Fourth to deliver up his orown, and had °\\)
the Houses of Parliament to meet for receKib™Lgs
message, the Messiah was led away into that b0 $
of bondage where so many sons of heaven 0 9
suffered restraint at the hands of unbelieving k00*
and sceptical doctors. ,
Pious people of a later generation revere» 7,
utterances of that portentous prophet, the ROV i
Cumming, who demonstrated that the proph
the locusts, whose sting is in their tail, was fO® n
by the fact of a Turkish general having t®*
horse’s tail for a standard, that the Pope was *
ohrist,” and that the Frenoh people were tbh0 A
people predicted in Revelation. * This nin0'® fift
century Jeremiah preached before Queen WQ'~
and the avenues of his church were as croff %
the passages to the opera. But nemesis 00 P
last, and he fell from his pinnacle of popularity p
a moment of religious recklessness he naffilo "
year 1861 as that in which very terrible eV , '
to take place. The year was not uneventft»’
failed to fill the prophet’'s awful program, fib $
that time his fame declined. His admirOm® ®
scribed handsomely to place him above diffio0
want, and he passed his last years in £e_
comfort, “ basking in the sunshine of the coff@f'Sb
of God.” r
The prophet’'s mantle was not unknow»
later years of the century. For many years r
R9V. W. Baxter's name was a household
certain religions oiroles. To multitudes hO
heaven-sent seer, commissioned by a j
Deity to receive the light of prophecy and
over a naughty world. Goody-goody peoplO
a warm corner in their hearts, over and ab°v jo<*
loyal obligation to the House of Hanovor
spiritual guide who taught them jirecisely 1
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"V nmaght PO'1%* as “ the whore of Babylon ” and
°eas™ °t Revelation.” That quintessence of
"fe, Forty Coming Wonders, was purchased with
pret4  credulity, although the error of Baxter's
a *>°n8 to be regarded as a seer was proved
to again by the irresistible logic of facts to
Wisfaotion of all reasonable persons.
terWprophets would find it easy to go on year
dsj yOar delivering a succession of silly prophecies
H{Qea to utter failure. But his dupes ware the
s gre0dy credulous of their kind. Baxter gravely
an? G the ascension of 141,000 Christians, wifch-
DIIE in 1896, the great Persecution from 1897
the--’ Second Advent of Christ was fixed for
8 \a&> The prophet onc9 had an amusing
fr the City Corporation. He applied
fu'ag l’xsiase 0!‘ a site belonging to the Corporation
ke resneWWBPaPsr office, and it was pointed out that
cr ®Fed for a lease extending a quarter of a
pgad . Oeyond that which he had fixed in his
~Qted (i. or the end of the world. But nothing
Mmi; ..“s prophet, who was familiar with thrones,
Pities, and powers.
o are notorious cases. Agreeably to the law
a&n(.y and demand, prophets have in all times

0 foretell events, smooth and otherwise,
VB _at prices absurdly cheap considering the
their services. = From the days of the
~jar i could p°t took one another in the face

. gcﬂufiking, down to those of the modern
N caei ee';’,;V\l‘° giggles in her dainty sleeve until
ca ""agistrate usurps her calling and prophe-

""Skeu i 6 8Psnd three months in prison, an
istgj a one of more or less inspired personages has

@ iGnitire.uQiverse, moreover, has been ransacked
fitter Ration on coming events. The stars that
inaghidfons of miles in the empyrean, have been
th *tit as deePJy interested in the career of the
Rnnghill-on-the-Snazle, and the sadi-
J k*tta ° boit0" of
]"Ss a®bt with profound meaning to blushing
fQStsuT1* proud suitors. Comets have been
= ﬁ)eZ ImPorted into the solar system obviously

«oSter. a”°ae-  warniaS people of approaching
L~to 0d minute insects are naturally eommis-

(s 0] fpa!ro Persons for approaohing dissolution
tba Vdif®-" *a the woodwork of old houses. Even
trel da 8ent bo*d weird conversations with

e det. triends in the “ wee small hours” for
A ap ad Purpose.
'n°onsequeut nature of the events
Kohi9* contr! ud.enSendered the idea of a sup8r-
titthk*ie>ivaa i which, of course, according to the
8 of eba bribed. The rain-dootors and
iatetaCt8 ijp Glvilised peoples are kept to their
StHedred, aQey are oxpeoted to bring rain when it
<C**y und “bey do not, the consequences are
& 8&dcQutpeasant. But the rain-dootors in
~4 r3Protot 68 “Chbuin all the advantages of their
foDiggers.!. r&v&t\mut any of the attgﬂgant risks

1o« .
18
1 x*
Eii IS If the prophet is unsuccessful,
flt? 1 “""“bake; if he is correct, they put it
“e - 0 Puts it to his credit—whioh is

~Nau°d aad Baxtor found fortune-telling
m~”thi hobby. They did not advise
HiIdNVASR 8oy of thUVBFS Migfefe be maede 8 propost;
P8 fhej8 8*' Tho eir congregation8 with the names

" " 8te) D boider daebea into futurity,

't ~8bde AQS - with its golden reward.
w g i e

ERH: o = AT R S L g

JNgs best account by Christian

J ages Otherrg(Ftiered the soothing fact that
i S aPrPheayf their ee-religionists were fools.

tOe telo?6’ 8 annft ‘and frock-coated, top-
abaatQ aer»but the nature of the act

eiy much the same.
MIMNEKMUS.
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Christian Apologetics,

Mr. John Page Hopps (No. 2).

Me.John Page Hopps, it may ha remembered, has
written a work in whioh he professes to give ns “ A
Scientific basis of Belief in a Future Life "—near
the end of which he says that he considers his
“ basis ” to be more than a theory or a hypothesis,
bscause it is “ grounded on solid, though as yet, little
comprehended facts and laws.” Proceeding with his
demonstration, ha quotas Professor Tyndall as
saying

“ Granted that a definite thought and a definite mole-
cular action in the brain occur simultaneously, we do
not possess the intellectual organ........ which would enable
ns to pass, by a process of reasoning, from the one phe-
nomenon to the other. They appear together, but we
know not why.”

Well, it is very remarkable that whenever we have a
definite thought, there should occur at the same
time “ a definite molecular action ” in the brain. But
Professor Tyndall, whatever he may have thought,
does not say that the aotion of one is produced by
that of the other. It ssems to me, however, that in
the gramophone we have two very similar simulta-
neous actions, and one of them is certainly produced
by the other. The record, with its minute indenta-
tions, would represent the brain; the speech, song,
or sound of musical instruments, would take the
place of thought, the exact method of the production
of which is, as yet, unknown. Commenting upon
Professor Tyndall's statement, Mr. Page Hopps
says i—

“ Thought may be, and probably is, accompanied by
some corresponding change or movement in the sub-
stance of the brain ; but it does not follow that Thought
is produced or secreted by that change or movement.
Changes and movements in the substance of the brain
may be necessary for the manifestation of thought on a
certain plane, but it by no means follows that the
thinker is necessarily dependent on such material
conditions.”

Here our scientific apologist begins to part company
with 4 solid facts,” and does so without adducing a
particle of evidence for his aotion. Changes in the
substance of the brain, he says, “ may be necessary”
for the manifestation of thought “ on a certain
plane "—whatever the latter may mean—but it does
not follow that such changes are necessary in another
world or on same other plane. But when we take
into consideration the fact that a new thought and
new molecular changes in the brain occur simulta-
neously, there can, | think, be little doubt that
thought is actually created by those molecular
changes.

Next, after referring by several examples to what
he calls “ the limitations of the senses,” and devoting
some further pages to comments upon those limita-
tions, Mr. Hopps arrives at the following conclu-
sion :—

“ It is, then, almost forced upon us to infer the con-
tinuity of Thought as well as of Matter. It seems
unnatural to suppose that the lower should persist, and
the higher fail and perish—that Matter should be able
to ebb into the Unseen and flow again into the Seen,
and Mind alone rise and fall on one solitary shore—
begin and end on this tiny spot of earth.”

Mr. Hopps has adduced no evidence to show that
the continuity of Thought “is almost forced upon
us,” nor any reason for thinking that Thought will
not “ fail and perish” after the death of the body,
save that he trunks such an ending would be “ un-
natural.” He further says that man has an instinct
or intuition “ whioh leads him to hope for life beyond
the grave, to prepare for it, and to live with refer-
ence to it,” and that “ we find our scientific basis of
belief in Spirit-existence now and in an Unseen
Universe.”

To the foregoing statements | need only say that
primitive man found his “ hope for life beyond the
grave ” in dreams and a desire to live for untold
ages; and that it was religion, not “ instinot or in-
tuition,” that taught the later man “ to prepare for
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it, and to live with reference to it.” Bat when I
read that “ we find oar scientific basis of belief in
Spirit-existence now and in an Unseen Universe,” |
almost gasped with astonishment. Mr. Hopps has
nowhere shown that there is scientific evidence for
“ Spirit-existence now,” though he has several times
quoted from a book entitled The Unseen Universe. As
I have not read that work, I can say nothing about
it.  On page 28 Mr. Hopps quotes Professor Haxley
as saying:.—

“ Sensations are, in the strictest sense of the words,

immaterial entities. Thus, the most elementary study

of sensations justifies Descartes' position that we

know more of mind than we do of body; that the

immaterial world is a firmer reality than the material.”
Commenting upon this, Mr. Pago Hopps says : “ The
concluding sentence is singularly suggestive. Let
the callow materialist pause. It is not a tiresome
spiritualist, but a seasoned scientist who assures us
that, as a matter of science and logic, the Unseen
is more of a reality than the Seen.” This is the
only place in which Mr. Hopps has made any refer-
ence to spiritualism ; and his statement that “ there
is Spirit-existence now ” might indicate that he is a
believer in that “ ism.” | have, however, no inten-
tion of discussing that subject in these columns for
several reasons. One more extraot from Mr. Hopps's
“ Scientific basis,” and' | shall have done with it.
That gentleman says i—

“ The Spirit is that unity of Consciousness and
Thought which vivifies and uses the various functions
of the body..... which Spirit persists amid all the
changes that happen to the body....... And, just because
it has attained vital or spiritual Personality, this Spirit
will, we are entitled to say, survive the dropping away
of the physical structure, and find itself at home in the
Unseen Universe beyond.”

This is the grand conclusion at which Mr. Page
Hopps arrives. And what is the scientific evidence
from which such a conclusion is deduced ? There is
absolutely none whatever—not the smallest scrap.
Mr. Hopps's “ scientific basia” is nothing more than
what Mr. Hopps thinks ought to be the case—"“ It
seems unnatural to suppose that the lower should
persist, and the higher fail and perish.” The “ lower,”
the brain, though it may change its form, is inde-
structible, being material; the “ higher,” Conscious-
ness and Thought, being immaterial, perishes with
the death of the body. Why, then, is it “ unnatural ”
to suppose that the mind should cease to exist when
the brain that produced it was dead ? This fact
seems to me to be psrfeotly natural—that is, assum-
ing my last statement to be fact. Moreover, the
“ spirit 7 that is said to persist “ amid all the changes
of the body” during life is nothing more than
Memory, which, like Thought, still awaits a scientific
explanation—though both, | feel sure, will some day
be found.

Mr. Page Hopps thinks that his “ Scientific basis ”
is more than a theory or a hypothesis. It is not;
neither is it even a scientific theory. In studying
Science, if a theory is found to be not in harmony
with well-known facts, it is at once set aside as un-
tenable. But Mr. Hoppa has only looked at one set
of facts—those favorable to his theory. All others
he has ignored. He has quoted, as we have seen, a
passage from a certain Address by Professor Tyndall;
but he carefully omitted the following

“ Divorced from Matter, where is Life ? Whatever
our faith may say, onr knowledge shows them to be
indissolubly joined. Every meal we eat, and every cup
we drink, illustrates the mysterious control of Mind by
Matter."”

This is, of course, perfectly true. Consciousness and
Thought are only found in connection with a living
brain ; and just as physical exercise exhausts the
mué&cles of the body, so continuous thought ex-
hausts the nervous substance of the brain. Long-
sustained intellectual work is also accompanied by a
loss of substance of the brain, which loss has to be
made good—just as in the case of the muscles—by
suitable food. Again, arterial blood (derived from
the food) is absolutely necessary for repairing the
waBte tissue of the brain, without whioh mental
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activity ceases. Complete rest, especially dreaffl®
sleep, is to the brain what needful repose is to
fatigued limbs—the necessary condition of healy”™
In cases of a fracture of the skull, or a
the head, by which a portion of the cranium is
to press on the brain, the person StFicken Fe&"S
unconscious, and the mind is a blank, until
depressed portion has been removed, however
the period may be. When this has been done
consciousness returns, the man can remember ev
thing that happened to him up to the mom~»
receiving the blow, but nothing whatever during
weeks he lay unconsoious until the monies»
pressure upon his brain was removed. Then
return to consciousness appears to him to i®. )
diately follow the time he received the blow, *D-
he happened to be talking to anyone at that ti®
continues what he had been saying the momen»
regains his lost consciousness—and in some oase3(
even finishes the sentence he had begun wheD ;
blow rendered him senseless. Now, during thO
he lay unconscious his brain was alive and wet*> al
consciousness and thought had oeased, and wsrQjS
existent. Why was this ? Simply beoause the D ,,
which produced those sensations had not, by 10/~
of the pressure upon it, the freedom to swell
continue its molecular action. It is thus peTl'pt
clear that the Mind or Spirit is dependent upQ' f
brain, and could have no independent existenoO
from it. _ G
Now, the foregoing elementary facts, if they *
alone—they are but some of the most obvi°
they ooourred to me—are sufficient to
Science gives no support to the theory that &®p
“ spirit 7 survives the death of his body. n
Page Hopps, who must have been acquaint? ~
them, thought it right to completely disregard >
In his search for a “ Scientific basis ” for belis"jji
future life he has ignored all the known facts ~
might disprove his pet theory, and has seleQ", ™ >
those whioh appeared to him to favor it. vy
oalls “ spirit ” is, in my humble opinion, nothing ~
than the sum of all the physical and men”™
vities of the body during life. When the
dead, these activities cease; there is n°
“ spirit” which survives and dwells in
world apart from it. Such is the verdict of
In conclusion I may add that all the =g
for a future life in the case of man apply
force to the lower animals ; the two must go t0°3r
for the difference between the “ spirit” of 10
that of beast is solely one of degree. wA
Note—ln the last paper (p. 125) the w° IeLh{'
sciousness ” has erroneously been twioe tjgff
“ oonscienoe ” in a quotation from Mr. Pag0
ABRACAD

God's Plan in Nature and M»11
4(

Ministers of religion see?n_incapable of IO&I'ILjJrﬂ_
War alone, although the more they talk

about it the more manifest becomes their ~9r,
ability to reconcile it with any conception

and meroiful Deity. One of the latest

of this is to be found in a lecture by Dr. 0 ° A
fished in the Christian World Pulpit for FO jj3>
This is by no means Dr. Horton's firO® NV
upon the War, but it is certainly the nies»

ingly absurd and self-contradictory. SO $2
with the proposition that “ God is the

earth and supreme over everything that0
and that the more you realise this “ truth»
you will be inolined to say that war is
plan of God, because it has continued if <&i
earliest records of human fife until to-da?’j

at least perfectly logical. Given a
“ supremo over everything that happens,
loophole for escape from the conclusion
included in his plan of the Universe,
truth of that proposition, Dr. Horton

s
y ok

is
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iQ r admit that it is wrong to blame Germany
Lad Pr88ent international conflict. If God is the
J, » %1 M the earth, it necessarily follows that he
b &Preme over everything that happens” in
or®a’y> as well as in Rassia, France, Belgium, and
y . Britain; but instead of making that candid
IS0 the reverend gentleman flies off at a

j "to detail two arguments employed to justify

delusion of war in the Divine plan. He says :(—

w 'The first argument is drawn from the fact that
‘ atUre presents to us in the organic world an almost
baseless struggle between species and species for exist-
?6, There is a warfare that is continued for the very
'sfcence of animals all through the world, and any
tempt to depict the ceaseless vigilance which is
laired by almost all animals to defend them from
e'r tormentors and persecutors and devourers will
? esGn* just the picture which is described by the poet
Nature red in tooth and claw.” ”

V'Ct 8 a fcmo picture of life under Nature. Just
G=y8Produced a long quotation from Bergson’s
R\t~ vlution, which has no bearing whatever
the argument. It is entirely immaterial
W &/ r n°t “ the evolution of life on the earth
Oui ai°Q two linos bifurcating from a
treetr® soarce¥® the all-important fact being that
_, 8gle is not confined to the line of Arthro-
@J3bot is equally active in the line of Vertebrates
tee ®an- The reverend gentleman is told that
QtingFe 200.000 species of the arthropodes, culmi-
teyj? IQthe ants, and he is devoutly thankful that
deQre  so exceedingly small, for had they been
arenm’as 8%2a Hioy wou”™ have exterminated the
13Vefla®°G ago. As it is, “it requires some
°r us to sink in imagination down into the
#xd9al Inasot life, and to realise how terrible one
%30 O* inseot is to another.” Then comes an
~ Wthe scene of carnage enacted in the nest
W * in July. Every minute a huge army of
hes invaders flieu into the nest, “ laden with
tretj O caterpillars which they have seenred by
cayhty deeds,”

wasp that builds on the house wall carries in
~Dt"86" caterpillars which she twists in bundles and
a@ 8 UR for her \offspriag Jto weat. <Lhenant-kion coops
8m, Se' in the sand and sits watching for the unwary
Guwiallin. The tiger beetle larva sits at the mouth
waiting for it3 prey in the same fashion.
ias IQ mantis, that curious insect which lift3 its limbs
*qdiri<? 82eta as if i WAR folding &8 HAHIE ah praya
,Mf 8like a llower, is always watching to catch the
Thétey 1Q«ects that visit it, thinking it to be a flower,
the insects which kill men, such, for example, as
kptoav a®ra fly- that produces a fatal and painful
ditaatn, n°* ~tegether unknown in our own favorable
. Wfi0 1 Those insects which kill men serve to remind
mtk ~ tae insects are for ever killing one another."

b6 at®L ?° Ura’y or inacouracy of those descriptions
B to ad Present concerned, onr only objeot
jorro”™a88a ™ r Norton's proposition that all
p 8Poor in are Pr°vided for in God's plan. All
rre~~cotshave-been created, or evolved, on
'9k'shw® ~evour one another. More than that, it
r7 .~evidential that they do oonsnme one
Je®«erwUe they would so multiply that the
C teflecti b8 PORREE My tMEnt alotie. Wikit~va

Rt freil ®R < —wisdom and goodness of the

don, ! Inf “?e the baok of the evolutionary
life f~ plea f ~ Hr. Horton’s sermon is a most
i °r makfOr™ bO mOchanistio interpretation of

aHod look exceptionally foolish and

“pc staten>"n80man indulges in the following
‘1fQojc the argument

deny j(i™trols gvelution—and Ay B@uLisk A LUy
glie™ 6 sj.8r °f akind must bo in his plan. He has
i whichjje © "or ex*stence. ~This internecine
“e Speoi] “a - goes on at the cost of the individual,
Pstfc sPeciRc urvive3 by successful conflict with con
hot b the piSSTAVBE: BA ariy-argument, Be-accepted as
kiBeM Otltsicle V- 13 Thu whole organic world cau-
anoth!" aud in the **an! antH in these warring tribes of
PuniétivA ” o have rareeieus attaeks ef animals upon one
oNUt ofigjp . O to do with the sk of man, or the
" We have to do withdhe fundamental
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plan of life on the planet, and that plan is, apparently,

war.”
Well thought out and splendidly expressed, dear
preacher, is that passage, because it so beautifully
gives your whole ease away. God and his plan
are a myth of your own creation, whioh is shown
by nothing more clearly than your own statement.
Now follows an enthusiastic eulogy of war, in the
form of a second argument for its inclusion in
God’'s plan. War is redeemed, we are informed,
by the many virtues and heroic deeds whioh it
inspires. At the roots of manhood are always lying
dormant the martial qualities. How plainly we see
that, practically, all our boys are born soldiers. Why,
the American Civil War has bean the maker of the
present United States. Yes, “ the effect on countries
where war has broken out is almost startling in its
grandeur.”  Great nations are all the outcome of
victorious warfare. The nnity of Italy grew out
of the battle of Novasa. The German Empire re-
sulted from the successes of Prussian arms at
Sadowa and Sedan. Mark, thes9 sentiments come
not from Treitsohke and Barnhardi, the German
champions of war, but from the Rev. R. F. Horton,
M A,, D.D., ordained minister of the Prince of Peace!
It is an ambassador of the God of peace who thus
expatiates on the benefits which acorne from the
wholesale slaughter of millions of innocent men!
Belgium is a heap of ruins, and thousands of its
inhabitants have been brutally slain; bub this
twentieth century representative of the loving,
Heavenly Father assures ns that for the long-
suffering Belgium people this frightfal War has
been “a moral revival.” Recapitulating his views,
the reverend gentleman speaks as follows:—

“ Thus, there is a strong argument, looking at the
facts of history and at the state of the world to-day,
to show, or to suggest, that God, who orders human
affairs, and holds even the hearts of kings in his hand,
includes war in his plan, whether because certain
results are achieved in that way, which could not
else be achieved, or because it is the greatest scourge
that he can inflict upon mankind, and he uses it to
punish us for onr follies, our neglects, and our sins.”

Enough ! Is it any wonder that, after reading som9
snoh effusion, a Christian lady exclaimed recently,
“1 believe this War will make me an Atheist,”
and that a gentleman, who knows the people well,
said, “ This War will make iota of Atheists, the
God-question is all the talk.” We are firmly con-
vinced that such sermons as this by Dr. Horton
will greatly help to hasten the spread of Atheism
in the land. Surely, after delivering snoh an oration,
the reverend gentleman will never again have the
face to impose the responsibility for the War upon
the back of Prussian Atheism.

Curiously enough, this remarkable lecture closes
with a strangely inconsistent commendation of “ the
next stage of evolution,” in whioh “ the abolition of
war is also incladed in the plan of God.” The reason-
ing on this head is puerile in the extreme, Man, he
tells us, is capable of becoming a personality, and a
personality naturally transoenas Nature, and rises
above the possibility of war. But man has been
a personality for thousands of years, and yet war
has not been abolished, nor is there at present the
least likelihood of its being done away with. Are not
Germans personalities who boast of their culture and
civilisation, and the glory of whose army is that is is
composed of Christians? Here, again, God and his
plan are laughed out of court by the facts. They are
both conspicuous only by their absence. God'’s chief
attributes are silence and inactivity. Millions of his
so-oalled ohildren have been passionately praying for
peaoe, but he heeds them not. Yes, truly, the War is
destined to “ make lots of Atheists."

J. T. Lioyd.

A book has baen issued with the attractive title, Hell's
Playground. It is stated to have been “ kept back on
account of the War.” Otherwise it appears to us to bo a
very timely publication.
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Facers for “ Bible Punchers.”

Answer to Prayer.

When the Archbishop of Canterbury, England’s chief
mwitch-doctor, who takes j£15 000 per annum lest he should
be mistaken for Jesus Christ, the poor and lowly, calls on
“ God ” to grant the Allies the victory, he knows, sly dog,
that his prayer is pretty certain to be answered, for “ God ”
is invariably on the side of the biggest battalions; and in
this War the Allies represent the biggest battalions. Had
Britain alone been fighting Germany on land, “ Randall
Cantuar ” would have kept his pious mouth shut, because
Britain's comparatively small Army would have been
swamped by the vast German organisation. But as wa
have the assistance of the powerful Russian and French
armies, this prince of the Church is safe to vamp and cant
about “ answer to prayer ” when the Allies have won.

Rather more than forty years ago Prussia conquered and
humiliated France. Why ? Because Prussia was godly and
France was wicked ? No, but because Prussia was a rising,
enthusiastic Power, with a well-trained and disciplined
army, whilst France was chaotic, unprepared, and more or
less effete.

Later, England went to war against the South African
Republics. The man-god fetish whose Gospel “ Randall
Cantuar” preaches for a consideration, gave England the
victory— which is not surprising considering the vast re-
sources in men and money which the British Empire
possesses. We sent our trained, disciplined troops, armed
with the latest and most powerful death-distribntors, over to
South Africa, and they beat the Boers, who were only
motley bands of farmers and ranchmen, impecunious and
unorganised. This is how “ God ” answers prayer. Then
Russia and Japan “had a go” at each other. Strange to
relate, the nasty, little, yellow heathens, the unbelieving

Japanese infidels, "wiped the floor” with holy, psalm-
smiting, incense-slinging, Jesus-ridden Russia, Another
answer to prayer— but the wrong way about. Now, sup-

posing Russia bad won, how the Christians would have
crowed 1 But as it was, the pious ones lost, and their co-
religionists in this country had to lie low and say nuffin’.

I am not trying to demonstrate the superiority of the
Japanese religion over Christianity, for 1 know very little
of the former— although I am informed that it is less stupid
and much more beautiful than Christianity, but 1 merely
wish to point out that the foregoing facts prove that victory
or defeat goes to the stronger or weaker in arms, as the case
may be. “ God ” has nothing to do with it, simply because
there is no God— at any rate, no God in the sense which
means an Omnipotent Being who directs all things for
somebody’s good or somebody’s chastisement.

If “ Randall Cantuar ” had not an “ eye on the dibs,” he
probably would not pretend to believe that there is.

The Bible and Other Fairy Books.

In conclusion, | should like to draw attention to the
remarkable similarity which exists between some of the
incredible events recorded in the Bible and incidents taken
from the pages of various childrens’ fairy tales—which
shows that those who wrote highfalutin flights of fancy for
the simple, undeveloped minds of children found ample copy
and stimulus in that funny old book which some do call The
Black Book of Blue Fairy Tales for Young and Old.

1. A wolf speaks to Little Red Riding Hood.— An ass
speaks to Balaam.

2. Little Red Riding Hood’s grandmother is swallowed
whole by a wolf, but is afterwards delivered unhurt.—
Jonah is swallowed by a whale, but comes up later, alive
and kicking.

3. Birds bring leaves to cover the Babes in the Wood,—
Birds bring flesh to feed Elijah in the wilderness.

4. The witch in the wood turns a man into stone.— “ God ”
turns Mrs. Lot into salt.

5. Jack plants a giant beanstalk, which grows right up
into another world in the skies.— A discontented people
build a gigantic tower which is to reach to a place in the
skies called “ Heaven.”

6. Jack the Giant Killer, a mere boy,
David the Btripling kills the giant Goliath.

7. Alladin had untold wealth.— So had Solomon.

8. Alladin had a magic lamp.— Elijah had a magic mantle.

9. Cinderella’s fairy godmother turns a rat into a horse.—
Moses turns a rod into a snake.

Dragons, cockatrices, unicorns, seven-headed sea-leopards,
and other fabulous monsters are common in both the original
fairy-book and later imitations for children. So are fanciful
semi-human creatures such as witches, magicians, and
giants. Charmed and magic articles, supernatural pro-
tectors, devils, and fantastic curses, etc,, also play parts in
the Bible and in Grimm’s and Hans Andersen’s works.

H. C. W.

kills a giant.—
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&c!d Drops.

The Challenge replies to the Freethinker of a @
night ago that Democracy was a fact in the world long be0
Puritanism was heard of. The historical facts are, its” j
that Puritanism in its struggle against a State-pr°te’”
hierarchy emphasised in a new and astonishing degree
value and the freedom of the individual. Thus a breach »
made in the old order, through which poured many 1
theories about the freedom of the secular individual"®
human individual as such. With regard to the first R® '
we need only refer our contemporary to the political W®. j
of ancient Athens. There, nearly every form of p°IC
government had its day, and, among these, doracc”
Rome, also, had its democratic phase. And it is N
significant that in both the seventeenth and eightO®
centuries all those who favored genuine democratic dOV®
ments went hack to Rome and Athens for their inspire 1
The Christian period had nothing to offer.

Jadt

For the second point it is true that the Puritan (ét«

against the State Church—it was not a revolt
State religion- undoubtedly led to important develop® »
in the field of politics and sociology. Bat it is *-
place these to the credit of Puritanism. All that
movement deserves credit for is that which it
sciously aims at. For that matter, when the m
attacked the State religion, they helped to PreParf@}/
way for the growth of Freethought, but that was Cert.
not their object. In the same way, when Butler poiﬁ@'é;
the inherent weakness of Deism, ho was helping to j
the growth of Atheism ; for in showing that every obje°~0]
against the God of the Bible held good against the " Njl)
nature, ho helped logical minds to see the absurdity 01 y
positions. But that, again, was not his purpose. b ~
criticism of established opinion of necessity favors ©
growth of Freethought; and this is all that can k0. @
on behalf of Puritanism. Could the Puritans kavs~dil
seen what these criticisms ultimately involved, they
have been as shocked as were the upholders of the &I
fished Church. For the rest, every great social or PB«gj3
change must be preceded by a criticism of est»® ~
opinion. And this is the great and ultimate jnstij® j,
of the Freethought attack on religion as preparai® i
the work of social reorganisation.

Rev, Gifford Nash, in a letter to the Times, expl*10™ Mf
he held wheat till it brought him fifty-six shilling3 i
than thirty-six. He made the best of his market, 1"
the other Christians, who would have been glad “ IGji
him sell at the lower figure. We suspect that the r® *ti
gentleman had been specialising in the story of

but entirely tor mmseir. The Bible is not inspwc“’ 01
contains some things that are precious, and a clergy10
as much right to bo selfish as other professions.

laid BP
We won®

The Rev. James Robert Mitford Mitchell Ja
on earth to the extent of nearly ¢(£30,000.

he and Christ will meet.

N
Some publications in America have a high opin*OO.g\f’\j
Kaiser. In one of them there is the following 0
“ He shall be strong to do all things, because the ®d(l
God guideth his steps.” At Brussels, Louvain, Rkel
etc.

Mr. Barry Pain has been visiting America, aud

across two notable things at Philadelphia; one, liadeP di®
Hall; the other, Billy Sunday. Mr. Pain is a little 0 p®{
at the conjunction of the ex-pugilist preacher and ANl

edifice, but perhaps it shows the hand of God in sef

productions. o i
A little Christian girl has expressed the pious

the dear angels should throw bomb3 on the hated

We commend the idea to the warlike Bishop of LO

that he may invoke the Throne of Grace.

The London Times has been poking fun at the »
pious people to prove that the Kaiser is the ‘*k09 Np<
. tioned in Revelation and suggests that the P3*
Jas easy as to get cryptograms out of Shakes!?”
Bacon’'s works It also adds that similar efforts
in the case of the great Napoleon. It is, boN0" &,
| forting to add that in all the earlier efforts tho Pr°_ 11
the subject with duo solemnity, whereas to-d®!
subject for laughter.
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Lot Clarke, aged seventy-seven, died suddenly in
J, tCaat Exmoutk recently. This was a happier fate than
* Which befell his distinguished namesake, Mrs. Lot, who

3 urned into a pillar of salt.

ij'? 8 recent issue of the London Times the obituary column
iew d8b*een persons aged seventy and upwards. A
no» “ys earlier there were oight aged eighty-two and
te at"S an”™ n‘ne aged ninety and over. The average of
laij8f\etl*eeil Persons was over eighty-eight years. This is
Ui, u, constitnte a record. It is a small one compared
9 r‘1G Biblical records of Adam 930 years, Methuselah
' Batnech 777, and Noah 950.

Gj|\Veral English writers have been pointing out that

Help territorial ambitions out of Europe have been
o i the agency of missionaries. We do not for a
W “* fcnbt this. All we can do is to congratulate our-
Wth ®r*t>sh missionary activity is quite unconnected

Not that Providence has

@88 a tke British Empire to suffer on that account. For
ttorial a»y actiwity has usually been the forerunner of ter-
reeen « ' Pr°tection,” or annexation. But that does not
GatD bat British missionaries behave as do the wicked
oet a agents. It only means that Providence watches
r work and takes care that we do net lose by our

H*

ay writers and preachers are still keeping up the
tre \\\“ -T50 sPread of militarism in Europe, and ultimately
~Srowlb '8 "n° ~ec'*ne reBgious faith and
of j.),1 " Materialism ” and scepticism. And this in
the"Q . ,6 taot that the German Kaiser, the Russian Czar,
5eostpilan Emperor, and the Kings of England and Belgium
withthe **ona”™y relrg;ions. They are all sure that God is
“4 thev'3y Presumably, would not have gone to war
ks”ost B*0Vet™ otherwise. On the other hand, some of
woke Onfr™°nt wwkers for peace for years before the War
Ireptéeti .were Freethinkers. Indeed, generally speaking
le{ ‘h'’ckorR all over Europe represented a force that
Miiaat Peace. That they were powerless to prevent it is
lot ” “Otheir discredit. As the world stands, the power
iMj jGeor war rests with Christians ; and if they had been
a favor of peace war would have been impossible.
Version of Christians is more needful than ever.

RUpit6 18 an aPt illustration of the hypocrisy of the British
\Y the subject of war. The Rev. Frank Legatt, of
tt 68ter, declares that the best motto the Church can
-9 War-time is this spoken by the prophet: “ Not by
llostv.n0i by power, but by my Spirit saith the Lord of

’ bat if such a motto is truo, why on earth does the
~>8? »locate recruiting, and pray for victory to our
spirit * n theory> Christians depend for success upon the
Jf the p hut in practice put all their trust in the power
‘re atd, believing with Napoleon that the Deity is on

Thé
ae Wen ovfié bavo a method of paying doctors when they
40 y thiB ®lpPping payment while they are ill. They
~  Won,, i flirflple to morals also. When a young man
otkB Patent Qy irnmealatoly blame— and sometimes punish
flzp Plans STan<? Poachers. There seems sound sense in
go's Parents °~ rs are Paid to hoop people well. The
Bnnd t - ieachers is to see that children receive
the re rain\nSi and if the child turns out badly,
Ntoa a°t minii°° Sibility certainly lies at their door. We
aRbita atl Politic ~ ~J0 same principle was applied to
Nij 8 r®sts witt8' ~ over Europe the conduct of national
Pteat], \,llrouPH of “ Statesmen.” They are well
Pda K affg|rst)honarod: It ?s,mﬁr pusiness to soo that
7tate®Jy PQnisbol6é ProPerly managed. And if they were

‘Pstan~ght he jrowien thiAgs WeAt wrong, the world's
is aM ~“rent to what it

%_?g% gpf «8 exmpgr;kh.w ,t»TSja'h.™
QU ms.  And ifs ywhen B war bfake oul; we
Jd nn?- hot ,.So Principle, and shot all the statesmen
: ® pav that ana”e things so as to avoid war, it is
18hoh eih incke  **would not occur at all. As it is,

a ~eplorabl8e” bonors tor having brought things

.of ,?md a now°w.r' ?aya Mr. Robert Blatchford, it will
tniiills an9 ° men’ because we shall then need
ttata(Ssioti tkO Ptesonn'V . Now that

y | Ohotth an™at °he n lot of rnen-

Ot eivii; °hr stftfc°nse<luenco
an-

is very uncomp
And w0 were undor the

€ °f the War had been to
smor, jn”™0 heaven-sent geniuses, and

mto henoes and gentlemen.
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Some Christians admit frankly that the European War is
in direct conflict with the tenets of their faith. In an inter-
view with M. Sienkiewicz, the author of Quo Vadis? pub-
lished by the Daily News correspondent, it states that the
War “is against the Bible, against the New Testament,
against the will of God.” Such charming simplicity requires
no comment.

That holiday soldier, the Bishop of London, in full khaki
uniform, attended a regimental concert of the Loudon Rifle
Brigade at their headquarters, Bunhill-row, London, E.C.,
recently. In a brief speech he said that the presentllwas
a great day of God.” For once we agree with the Bishop,
for the present world-conflict clearly shows the moral
bankruptcy of Christianity. _

In view of the scarcity of fish, the Bishop of London has
excused Churchmen at the front from the Church’s rule of
fasting. It would take many 1.fish,” the size of Jonah’s
whale, to feed the British Army at the front, without
reckoning the troop3 who follow fancy religions.

The Peculiar People have often been in conflict with their
fellow-Christians, and now it looks as if the Quakers are
likely to come into collision with the more warlike followers
of the Prince of Peace. At Doncaster, Mr. ex-Alderman
Clarke, who is a well-known local Quaker, has been voicing
the pacific views of non-resistance, and the orthodox local
newspaper, the Doncaster Chronicle, refers to these opinions
as “ pathetic nonsense.” Mr. Clarke might retort that he did
not originate the command “ Thou shalt not kill.”

“If the Eden story could be forgotten to-morrow, the
Churches would be still unfriendly to all demands for
freedom and social equality between the sexes. Their
Eastern origin prescribes it,” says Mr. Keighley Snowden,
the well-kuown novelist. Professor Huxley complained
many years ago that the way of the scientist was blocked
by the Adam and Eve legend. These statements show some
of the mischief caused by the stereotyped ignorance of the
Churches.

Rev. H. S. McClelland confesses that he smokes and plays
golf, but he does these things “ because they provided oppor-
tunities to get near to a man—to that common humanity
that made them all one.” We raise our hat to this dear, good
man. Some men— most men, in fact— smoke or drink or
play golf because they like to. Mr. McClelland bravely
descends from the heights of his natural virtue, actually
acquires habits on a lower plane, in order to make creatures
of poorer clay feel at home with him. The dear, good man 1

Religious conversion is sometimes sudden. A regimental
notice stated recently, “ Change of Religion: 3 Catholics,
2 Wesleyans, 1 Presbyterian, to the Church of England.”
Was this conversion by order ?

The Bishop of Ely thinks that “ cheerfulness is one of
God's best gifts.” If the clergy participated more in this
great gift they would look less like tired funeral horses.

The late Mrs. Frances Van Alstyne, formerly known as
Fanny Crosby, has died at the ago of ninety-five. She
wrote over 6,000 hymns, including the popular “ Safe in the
Arms of Jesus.” The lady’s arrival in heaven should bo
welcomed by the angels, for they must be slightly tired of
singing the monotonous hymn reported in Revelation.

A coroner at West Ham Court paid a tribute to a deceased
member of the Peculiar People by describing him as a
“ thorough John Bull.” Presumably it is very uncommon
for Christians to take the Bible seriously, as do the Peculiar
People.

At the Convocation of Canterbury the Bishops of the
Church of England have agreed to make one hundred and
forty-three alterations in the Prayer Book. There were 162
recommended, but the former number was considered
sufficient. This looks as if the Government religion was in
the melting-pot.

Some people— specially some Gormans—have a wonderful
idea of their own importance. Here is Deputy Erzbergor,
one of the leaders of the Centre in Berlin, writing as follows:
“1f wo could discover a means of annihilating London in
its entirety, that would be more humane than to allow a
single German to bleed on the field of battle.” There is no
quarreling with such arithmetic. No wonder the poor
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Germans are starving. A little later on this German poli-
tician says that “ England spares nothing.” What does our
German friend spare? With him one Hun outweighs all
London in the balance, and he would not spare man, woman,
or child. Really the gentleman should publish a common
arithmetic. Whether many copies would sell in the doomed
City of London is more than we can decide.

Canon Alexander tells us that “ when Christ was born,
war, like slavery, was doomed.” Christ was bom nineteen
hundred years ago, and yet the worst war that ever took
place is going on just now, and the nations engaged in it are
all disciples of the Prince of Peace. *“ But the day will
come,” exclaims the Canon, when war shall cease for ever ;
but that prophecy is nearly three thousand years old, and
the signs of its fulfilment are still wholly lacking. Faith in
Christ has never yet brought peace into the world, but it has
been the cause and the occasion of many bloody conflicts.

The Canon pronounces war “ a temporary evil,” and yet,
like Dr. Horton, he sings its praises with no uncertain sound,
seeing in it “ the mother of great virtues.” It deepens char-
acter, braces the moral fibre, and occupies the mind with
higher interests and more serious thoughts. The fact is
that the Church has always been, and is now, the most war-
like institution in the world. War is an evil, Canon
Alexander admits, and then hastens to assert that “ it is not
wholly evil if it brings a nation, even by the cross of suffer-
ing, nearer to the reality of God.” Militarism is usually
characterised by noisy pietism, “ God ” being a word con-
tinually on its lips. German militarism differs chiefly from
that of the British Churches in that it is a great deal less
hypocritical. The German pastor, as well as the German
soldier, says straightforwardly that war is a positive good,
and not an evil at all, while the British divine denounces
and praises it in the same breath, seeing in it at once both
an evil and a good, a strange mixture of the Devil’'s work
and God’s.

“ Tracts are usually forbidding or threatening in their
titles,” says the London Times, “ We have heard of one
given to a child with the title ‘ Mother, is Father a Goat? "' ”
That is not so bad as distributing a tract to patients in a
hospital with the cheery title, “ Prepare to Meet Thy God.”

The clergy are asserting constantly that the Germans are
Atheists, but the facts are all against the pleasant theory.
At Southend, the Salvation Army is conducting evangelical
services on the detention ships, on which some thousands of
German prisoners are interned. Real Atheists would not
delight in the ministrations of “ General” Booth’s pigeon-
chested warriors.

When Winwood Reade called the Christian virtues “ lick-
spittle,” and Nietzsche described the Christian ethic as a
Iislave morality,” both were emphasising the fact that
Christian teaching was well adapted to promote the interests
of a few at the expense of the many. And, as a mere
matter of fact, the ruling classes have always found this
teaching admirably adapted to their purpose. But it would
not do to openly preach a slave morality. It must be “ digni-
fied ” and disguisod in such a way that those who suffer
most from its provalence will be induced to think they
are benefited by it. The slave must be taught to hug
his fetters; otherwise he may throw them off. That is
why the preaching of humility and meekness and obedience
have always been accompanied by promises of great reward
in the next world, and theories as to their great value in this.

The Dean of Wells is a gentleman who can afford to preach
humility, Ho is paid to do it, and it pays him to do it. But
he must discover some general moral benefit from it, and this
is how it is done. Suppose, ho says, that instead of a man
setting himself to be the master of all, ho should set himself
to be the slave of all. “ Can it be that the idea of the slave is,
after all, the more fruitful for humanity as a whole than the
idea of the master ?” “ Is self-advancement the downward
path, and self-effacement the upward path?” For our part
we dislike both ideas. The idea of the master is almost as
objectionable as that of the slave; and it novel’ seems to
strike the Dean that there is another idea better than
both. Nor does he reflect that the idea of the slave involves
that of the master. How can one man submit to the fact
of slavery unless some other person |3 there to play the part
of the slave-owner? But that is the historic Christian
teaching. Humility, meekness, self-sacrifice, slavery. That
teaching has been freely provided by a governing class as
ruthless and unscrupulous as the world has yet seen. And
the fruits of it is shown in the fact that the nations who have
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taught it have been foremost in the worship of wealth an
the wielding of brute force, and are now engaged in one O
the bloodiest wars in history.

At the meetings of the Convocation of York the Arcb
bishop of York complained that there was a shortage O
chaplains at the Front. We have heard of no complaintO
that head from the soldiers. They write home for m°r
cigarettes and socks and chocolate and matches _aD,
mufflers, but none of them say 11Send us more chapla'l®
It is the clergy only who discover that there are not enou,,
of their representatives present. But that is their w
They are naturally attracted by the firing line.

It is a curious thing that the lay Christian never jOD'
very heartily in this cry for more clergymen at the FfO 1
The vast majority say nothing at all about it. They do
wo need more men and more guns, but not that we ne
more parsons. In fact, if it were proposed to send the wk®
of the clergy into the fighting line, we fancy that rr
thinkers would be the only persons who would support »a

The sisters of the Army Guild appeal for funds to P*
vide more “ Hut3 of Silence” for the use of soldiers in *
home camps. Now, if the clergy would undertake to 1.
in them, say, for twelve months, we would open a subscrip
tion list in these columns. And. we fancy it would be
supported.

Billy” Sunday.

Ajn tbtocidge mwmber of auc Sogiety beta semd me the m@v
delphia papers, which are just now full of “ Billy” SnDge
He has taken that city of churches by storm 1 Sixtyll
thousand people rushed to welcome him 1 The &Hi§df
for the first day was nearly eight thousand dollars 1
is the “ Billy ” Sunday vogue to be explained ? (

1. The newspapers have done much for “ Billy-”
have given him not only columns, but whole pages enri

with illustrations. And *“ Billy ” has done much f°r
newspapers. His “ copy ” is the kind they can use.

~ who fl°d<oBt
his tabernacle recognise in him their fellow. They a

have to look up to see him. He is the crowd writ la:g® .fe3

is the ordinary man magnified. Class consciousness *“

his kind to his support. _ 0o
3. The extremity of the church gives Sunday his opi y

tunity. A drowning man will cling to a straw. SunuU 1
the straw. ter
4. “ Billy ” is a curiosity, and people will go to ac 9

nacle as they would to a tent, to see a curiosity. 0 r”!
swearing baseball player, now a swearing gospel “ pi*c;
Who can resist the attraction ? He is a curiosity also1
matter of his sermons. He is about the only U#4B %jj,
damnation ” preacher of any loudness left in Christ6ll e-
The change from the milk and water of the churches
fire-water of “ Billy ” is sensational enough to draw a 6

5. Sunday is a born showman. He is a genius ia”i>
line. A showman must be spectacular. Give me 07
band, a few elephants, caparisoned in oriental gold, all ,d)
dozen feathered and painted Indians following me
the streets on horseback, and if I don't pack tho 3
I'll make a present of the building to the city ! tEf c
to keep up the crowds | must not stay too long in oneP $
A show must travel in order to live. Sunday preach ~
one city for two or three years at a time, would e°° $$

into oblivion. One of the spectacular personages JiolB
in Sunday’s show is the Devil, with real hoofs auu
and a roar that brings everybody to the windows ! .0 iiiP

6. But Sunday is also a consummate actor. So
self tho best part of his show. The Philadelphig jjjetirf
describe his antics : “ He sat in his chair, his lips c” Is,

as if shaken by a fever, his oyes gazing into space-

was he doing? He was making a silent praye* ai
And “ He bit his thumb.” WIliat was that for ? 1ftiflK
he was mightily in earnest—teeth and all. *“ i \

about like a mad, pain-stricken creature.” Why

was trying to act the part of the damned in belli 8 ;0K
his reporter. Then he jumps on his chair to ju"Pp#
again, but this time clear across the platform,—

mado the audience hold its breath. Thon he cli“l u
his chair a secondetime, and from there ho jump8 t~*1
pulpit, and planting his feet on the velvet cushion t@& j;pi
the open Bible, he cries, while shaking his fist in tiJ®0a
the audience, and perspiring profusely, “ Some 0*J V
so low down that you need an airship to go to bell

is tho climax ; after that, the collection.

M. M. Man3"
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To Correspondents.

~Dsstitb (“ Somewhere in France See “ Sugar Plums.”
"T ery pleased to hear from you, and hope that good fortune
AP yours to the end.
i — Your cuttings are always welcome.
?BHLM.—_ME are sorry that you have not been able to obtain
24 Fregthinker at Wakefield or in the district. You might
(omitof Messrsi W. k. Smith & Son at the station bookstall.

'-«R"TD_Thanks for your new year’'s good wishes. The
j. etmatter will be dealt with elsewhere.
R n" Many thanks for cuttings.

, —We very much regret the death of Mr. Bow,

11 We knew many years ago as a very ardent worker for
“e ireethought cause. We can well believe that his death
j 1arisaheavy loss to Northern Freethought.

lino*8—TVe quite agree with your estimate of Kev. T.
. taew's sermon. If the report you send does him justice,
evaBpears to be in his proper place—the pulpit. Out of it
tohim”™6 “enerad public would probably not care to listen

Thanks for card. The youngster looks a fine,
hiaf .i.and intelligent boy, and we hope he will grow up as
reihher weuld desire. If physiognomy goes for anything,

4,~ Ould make a “ bonnie fechter ” in any cause he takes up.
X g aM@®k.—Slips will occur with the best.

litHRS'u.— Cheque received, and allocated as you desire,

hd retafraid that the assumed approach of a future life never

‘oar a Christians more peaceful. Generally, it has seemed
E fj °“uce quite the opposite effect.

Trep S~ We h°PO y°u will have success in your venture.
M K ~"t-Rong “ Warj (a plea fgr-pqace) ” is very suitable for
th,,;;Qx°f audiences, and should specially commend itself to
W °f an advanoed character. We fancy that nearly all
th events in the fighting stage of their existence exhibit

meture you note in connection with Freethought.
Via r BRrvioes of the National 8ecular Society in connection
duijd'Tar Burial Services are required, all communications
Lejij 00 addressed to the secretary, Miss E. M. Vance.
J for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to
Biig caatle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

ot literature should be sent to the Shop Manager of the

i.'tltin! Bress, 2 Nowcastle-street Farringdon-street, E.C.,
** F *° ‘he Editor.

“fre t Inier will be forwarded direot from the publishing

*tes any part of the world, post free, at the following
tOM\é aais% One year, 10s. 6d.; half year, 5s. 3d. ; three

Sugar Plums.

i\ g
“t t\l,*qﬂ*»«,

Itdary 2®.°~oraloy writca in the issue of John B\

thgv*?.ar®being frequently taken to task by one or other c
Mtk 1“ant writers on the Freethinker for onr ‘flirtations
cag,, gi°n, and last week there was a very courteous, an

i* itcidmfrgm the pen of Mr. Arthur B. Moss—t
Il... 1’%BL1J to reply in our next issue.”

ks Q°°k forward with some curiosity to Mr. Bottomley

N8 ttitb " flirtations,” and we feel he is in quite sal
) Mr. M ohb.
|,ﬂJ low .
cf°! Frecdom ”— one in which so much is said ¢
bon '®°raps of paper” and the duty of goverr

t),* °’kr o * I n ' * undertakings, one would have imagine
(4a 'ad. \f,Uovernment would be particularly careful o

fitv ~‘litar ten”™on *las already been called to the conduc
abitten auffl°ritieH in the matter of inoculation. The
4 i 6 PutrlQ Undeitaking that inoculation against typhoi

Bderhans”™ v’iontary. Immediately men enlist all sort
Wr6iW ? * 688 « ig brought to bear upon the men t
O jm e i* (0l anc' they are openly told that their nc
ot privii¥l8a bar  their promotion and the enjoymor
iH),1 0lguess ri~?a This is not a question of the rightnes
figb, J authorb-In°cu'a®¥on; * wholly a question of th

that B 8 and’ rfltimately, the Government, keer
4, av® been deliberately given.

L tt68,tmént
djd 4 Uts>Q@dfear th,0% Fteethinkers is another case in pcir
B8 teligiar? [EQPression that their epinions on religi
5(1:;(/3:0 in%he@‘gg"l b)f)S._SgaEeEJ with respec.t. At .appea

Brh,% Qtrle'refr gEBelr opinions are completely ignore
60 ha8. 1100 | f Payers exactly as they are ordered in

~Noard ;70 offic=r is a rial gentleman-and not

5-8/tQ, e8ulation~ta* on— A® may find mtaus of evadii
lin *bes ~berwi.la?d relieving the soldier of attendan
‘mf’ J. jjO60 not p0°: t ‘° freethinker is ordered to servic
8tt ate ;' Sim8 ', Bay bo Punished for disobeying ordei
b ~ b4>° Bwoh th!UI a "Gaplain-in-charge,” saj
A as Church Parade, which
ANtbV tdeiS' Men come to the services if 1
do.” We aro afraid that
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Simms is saying that which is not true. We have had
many statements to the contrary, and only the other day
we received a letter from a soldier who had been at the
Front since August 24, and who writes under date of
February 14:—

“ We had a Church Parade this morning, and they asked
for volunteers. No one volunteered. Then they compelled
ten men out of each sub-section to go. This was not so bad,
because they always compel you to go to church in the Army.
But they had the cheek to have acollection, this is the limit.”

One day, perhaps, the authorities may discover that soldiers
may be none the worse for being treated as responsible
beings, capable of attending to their own Il spiritual ” needs
without the help of the drill-sergeant.

Our correspondent encloses his full regimental number,
which is, at least, some guarantee of his genuineness. He
adds that had he not been an Atheist before the War, the
War would certainly have made him one. He is good enough
to say that the Freethinker comes to him as a “ weekly
treat,” and for our part we hope that he will continue to be
there to receive it. We have many readers at the Front, as
elsewhere, and some of them, even in the midst of “ war's
alarums,” manage to find time for a little useful propaganda.

We see that a member of the London Scottish has been
protesting against the small amount of religious liberty there
is in that regiment. His complaint is that a Presbyterian
chaplain i3 imposed on the regiment because it is called
“ Scottish,” whereas many of them are members of the
Church of England. When Church Parade is ordered, they
are all marched to a Presbyterian place of worship. The
complaint is a just one. We cite it here because it attests
the genuineness of the Freethinker’'s complaint noted above.
We wonder, though, how far this “ London Scot” would
support the Freethinker in his attempt to get fair play ?
We are quite sure the Freethinker would support him in
his claim to go to the Devil in his own fashion.

We are asked to announce that on Sunday, March 7, a
the Good Templars Hall, Ingram-street, Glasgow, Mr
Ogilvie will lecture on “ Woman and the Supernatural’
The lecture is fixed for 12 o’clock, and admission is free.

A Manchester Evening News representative recently
visited the “ Pals’” camp at Morecambe. After making
various inquiries of some of the recruit3, one of them was

asked about religion. In reply—
He chuckled. “ I will tell you something about that,” he
said. “ Eaoh man is asked to state his religion. A sergeant

came to our lot—an old soldier—and this is what happened
when he got to one man.
“ What's your religion ?” he asked.
“ Haven't got one.”
“ Not got one? What do you call yourself?”
‘“ An Agnostic.”
“ A what ?"

“ An Agnostic.
Tha sergeant blinked.
Well, you’ve got to have a
Church of England, you are.

sharp, Sunday morning.”

Don’t believe in creeds of any kind.”

“Owl" he said. ‘‘Don't you?
religion in the army, see?
Parade for service, nine

In the cross-eyed manner peculiar to religious reasoning
the destruction of old churches by the German bombard-
ments have been taken as proof of the extent to which
“ Materialism ” has seized hold of Germany. (The other
armies have had no chance hitherto of showing what their
gunners would do on a foreign soil.) It is taken for granted
that Freethinkers naturally welcome the destruction of such
buildings. Nothing could bo further from the truth. As
buildings, the Freethinker merely desires to put them to a
good use. As monuments of art, he would, be the first to
advocate their preservation. Christians should remember
that the destruction of beautiful buildings nsed by an alien
creed— like the burning of books—is a peculiarly religious
diversion. At the Reformation, the first thought of the Pro-
testants concerning the Catholic Churches was to destroy
them. And destroyed many of them were. The very word
“ Iconoclast ” became familiar from a body of Christians
who want about smashing the statuary they did not
like. As church-smashers, Christians have a record that is
big enough to make the most effective Gorman battery
despair of eclipsing.

We came across a calculation the other day that over 500
soparate publications dealing with the War were published
up to the end of December. And still they come. It is
enough to make the Germans sue for peace at once. For
a people that can stand ail this are not likely to flinch
at German artiilery.



188

Ever Living and Ever Learning.

If the dootrine of God were a successful agent of
civilisation, its success would not philosophically
prove its truth, but it would, at any rate, shift theo-
logical controversy to the study of Dr. Dryasdust.
But has the doctrine been successful ?

Take one most vital test. Has the doctrine estab-
lished a sense of unity among the races of mankind ?

This is a perfectly plain question, and can be
answered by Yes or No. Other questions, such as,
Has the doctrine developed persgnal and social
morality ? call for a vast deal of historical research
and critical insight; and the man in the street may
be pardoned for not coming to a ready conclusion.
But on this issue there need he no hesitation. Look
round the globe, beginning with the ruins of Belgium,
passing to the rivalry of Islam and Hinduism in
India, and, ending at the American Methodists who
perpetually apprehend a Catholic “ peril,” and you
can arrive, without difficulty, at the reply, No, the
doctrine has not blended men into a brotherhood.

In the earlier days of Theism, this disunity was
quite understood as a consequence of the variety of
gods. Eaoh nation had its God, just as, to-day, each
nation has its flag. There was no human unity;
nobody wanted it, except some rare dreamer. Hence,
the Bible is full of expressions which imply concep-
tions of tribal and proprietary gods. “ Let us go and
sacrifice to our God,” said Moses, spokesman of the
Israelites, to the despot King of Egypt. “ We have
forsaken our God,” sighed the penitent Hebrews, in
the age of the Judges. “ I will not be your God,”
cried the prophet Hosea, upbraiding the Jews in the
name of their God, Yahwe. “ Thou shalt have no
other Gods before me,” ran the First Commandment
of the Ten. “ The God of Gods ” is a title given to
the Hebrew deity by the writer of the legendary
book of Daniel.

As there was competition among the gods, so there
was strife amongst the nations. If you pick up a
Bible, and run your eyes along the tops of the pages
of Jeremiah, you will see the evidences of this inter-
national hatred: “ The overthrow of divers nations
foretold,” “ The destruction of the Philistines,”
“ The Judgment of Babylon,” etc. Every one of
these condemned nations had its God. Perhaps, in-
deed, that fact embittered the jealousy.

Monotheism, or the doctrine of the one God, de-
veloped in due time, and is supposed to hold the
intellectual field to-day. But ask a Christian if his
God is the same as the Mohammedan God, and he
will either say “ No,” or he will say “ Yes,” with a
lack of enthusiasm, and with anxiety to make various
qualifications. “ May | take it,” asks the German
Kaiser in a Parisian cartoon, “ that you, O Lord, are
really on my side ?” The particular Lord addressed
replies, “ I oannot do business with you; apply to
Allah at the office opposite.” The Kaiser, therefore,
has to carry his question to the God of the Turks,
who are his loyal and respectable Allies.

But why debate such questions at all? If we did
not adequately know it before, the month of August,
1914, made the melancholy truth clear, and began
the drama which, by means of shrapnel, torpedoes,
shattered bodies, and broken hearts, unrolls the
tragedy of human disoord. If there are many gods,
how in heaven can they explain these ghastly facts
to one another, let alone to us below ? If there is
one God, is the supreme heart torn by conflicting
emotions, like Hamlet's 7—

“ The time {8 out of joint; O cursed spite,
That ever | was born to set it right 1”

The Church cannot even agree upon a common
language in which to couch prayer. A few days ago,
the Convocation of Canterbury decided to issue alter-
native Books of Prayer, since the old volume was
proved to be a cause of dissension even among the
orthodox. The believers in God can neither pray in
unity, nor form a sooial and political union. It may
safely be prophesied that the United States of the
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World, yet to ho inaugurated, will permit no tb
logical dedication at its opening festival. *
Where, then, is the principle of unity to be fOtlO.
I will answer in the proposition of Blaise PaB
(born 1623, died 1 6 6 2 )
“ The whole succession of men during so many

should be considered as One Man, ever living ana e
learning.”

Those few words constitute, in my opinion, CIDOc
the noblest utterances ever framed by human thong
and lips.

In that conception you have unity, without »
pretence at absolute wisdom and perfection; f°r
human race is constantly learning. It learned
the days of flint weapons, the utilisation of fieQ
the first taming of animals. It went on learning
the days of the Pyramids, and the building of B®'j
lon. It went on learning in the ago of Plato a
Socrates. It went on learning while Caesar 0"
guered, and Cicero charmed with his eloquence-
went on learning through the Middle Ages of
lemagne and Roger Bacon. It went on
when Columbus beheld the shores of America- d&)
Magellan’s ship circumnavigated the globe. It. 4
on learning when Shakespeare wrote, Moliere j,
France laughing, and Leibnitz philosophised.
went on learning when the United States foao ~
its splendid Republic, Paris saw the BastillO
and Paine issued The Bights of Man. It learns to-,»
through war and agony. It will go on ICar
through those distant ages when armies have beO
as obsolete as slavery and theology. m

It is this One Man, the genius of humanity»
will solve all the puzzles of competition, exploit®1"
and war. | freely allow that many virtueo
exhibited in military conflict. But there '3
virtue which war can never illustrate, or even uw
stand, and that is the willingness to recogn'®@ ,,
virtue and fundamental humanity of the foe. Ly
read the newspapers during the present nnba®
Civil War (for such it is), you will see that ~
enemy nations are constantly making bor..,
pictures of the people they are fightina si
They feel it a natural necessity to imagiO0
Germans, or the English, as the case may "~y
ensirely wicked and barbarous, m okder
may feel justified in proceeding to the utmost |
of fury and destruction. It would be ungenerO jC
assert that the priests of this or that faith, C a gt
Protestant, Moslem, Hindu, Jewish, are it0 j"ap
to this misery. They are not, indeed. | shall® j»,
think with respect of the Abbé Landriaux, of R j
When some of the French soldiers, angry
German bombardment of the cathedral, were
to shoot the German wounded who had been shO ~

in

within its walls, Landrioux sprang forward" %
oried, “ Don't fire, you would make yoursO*
guilty as they !” The soldiers obeyed. , ¢dp

War will never end till man learns the 103~ ~
lesson of civilisation ; that is to say, till be 100
respect his fellow-man as once he respee™jiofl'
Norman Augell’s school makes a useful contr* ®t
Socialism makes a contribution ; science
contribution. But the central need is this re .o
for humanity as such; this perception of bb0°0
glory of the idea that all men are “ One M® ' fflr
living and constantly learning.” It is not
that can be grasped through the utteranoce u
maxims merely. We may repeat “ All 00l md
brothers” a thousand times each twenty-fatm( *
and coma no nearer to the universal p-- 40I° 3
must discover the One Man by a careful Hi
study of history and psychology. Centuri®0” di*
before the many nations of this dear
rightly appreciate one another’s records» Q m

o

monts, and values. Happily, they learn a

this admirable book of humanit everyJUaﬂ ﬁ O
understand one another batter to-day >éj
times of the Crusades, or the fearful coll
Christians and Moors at the battle of

the age when the hosts of Egypt olalbei
Persians and Hittites. To-morrow, we sbe
more; the next day after, more still.
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- travelled in many lands, and seen great
i 8'®R yet | have never canght sight of anything so
althy, so oheerfnl, so lofty, as the simple troth,
Hti@Bd by Matthew Arnold: “ The same heart

beati "
8>nevery human breast. F J Gourd.

~meneal Ceremonies in Northern Africa.

p VIBER other conclusion may be drawn from
j0 .8, Edward Westermarck’s intenselv interest-
""Inme,* it ig at least certain that the nuptial
conig of Morocco entail a huge waste of human
Enm”’% Were the marriage ceremonies of Western
aS exao™nS aq those of the Mohammedan
~orbhOrn  Africa, illegitimate offspring

teK .7ar moro numerous than they are. In
¢0 Oay industrial countries of Europe and America
timsYnary ¢c’~zen would ever be able to spare the

thl M Oman3ed by the matrimonial observances of
t —ors.

w2 N8 srandard work, The History of Human

E, ~rst Pnblished some twenty years ago,
cre e7 erc>arok devoted very little space to the
hoh”~°n'9s which attend matrimony. This omission
Emnfip 1,3010 bEan rectified in the volume before us.
hgj f'Y bhe criticism of Mr. E. Crawley that he
rec’Kni80 the magioal significance of

iip observances, and that these were intended,
.e8s°r Frazer had previously maintained, to
teY f8 ri&s and dangers which acoompany
gy ot °f coition, pr. Westormarck spent soma
adllar3 'n Morocco in search of sooiologioal data
bdig 8Worh is the outcome of his inquiries into the
h plg ax* oustoms of the Moors. Dr. Westermarck
adiectn'y oonoerned in presenting the faots he has
j .®e a*vances few theories, and is chiefly

ke th 6a *n describing the marital phenomena as
N 6lerved them, or as be obtained knowledge
%the’In8 them from the more or less friendly
lcvgj among whom he dwelt. This first-hand
~du/ator was sometimes compelled to pursue hi3
“bigd  considerable risk. He was occasionally
~ 0 ~gniae himself as a native, but with

" eroag,Rtan° 0 a Moorish friend, he successfully
am ak the numerous obstacles that confronted
, OrOVfir possible, br. Westermarok furnishes

I otrin@ . be himself witnessed, and many were
a WausreM and studied. Where direct know-
8c™a not available, information was sought
>8May pen. from mewmbers ok te Ubes wWboso
Ai'rQer-nri0™ 0°- ®a0 exception to this excel-
ler »Y 300 nsentioned, and this refers to the

a ) aathorif caemonies are mainky recarded en
PnY j~an °M Berber, who had resided for

9tej* X t.Witn thO HSiPe in question.  As
"M Eimselt states.—

ve,, Yy Ascriptions of wedding ceremonies are thus
have T rely drawn from oral information, which 1
true ained both from men and women. This is

Detl Pmsent **0 case *r'bes where I myself have

asaSp- , 88 a wedding, either as an invited guest
fo Ud Hot °r *n Moorish disguise, since |, obviously,
i~ aHof 60 gverything which took place.”

« thesg'C™~ _i3clear that the soientifio spirit
‘Uafde. AnInUT*08 were proseouted is beyond
Rif6 ™ ator'8e ' aa bis work shows throughout, the

. iho ahadn* Zasb concern was to obtain the
v. 0os? P h S fd truth- . o
sibi0 °8ioal processes which minister to

(oeerv Ot a larvol race are shown to be respon-
r bhfou008» whinr, nainb9r of most extraordinary
h0J teriog n Er. Westermarck piotures with
Hic™er, The greater part of his volume
~ to tv, U with the fantastio oustoms
° iQohalC8rethonic,e Prol°ng:ea preliminaries to the
1a°d 8. cmselves. These include the
rnage oontraot, the dowry and

~(

11 Morocco. Macmillan. 1914,
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presents, the ceremonies in the bridegroom’s home
before the bringing of the bride, the ceremonies
at the bride’s dwelling, the bringing of the bride
and her arrival and reception. Then come the
meeting of the bride and bridegroom with the
doings of the following morning, to the continuation
and conclusion of the wedding. The later ceremonies
and tabus are considered in the penultimate chapter.
With the tenth chapter the volume closes, and in this
the author summarises the entire work, and submits
his explanations to the judgment of the reader.

As Dr. Westermarok reminds ns, the Mohammedan
law regards matrimony as a civil contract, which is
binding upon the married pair. But, among the
Moors, a modified system has been adopted. With
them the consent of her guardian, son, grandson,
father, or, failing these, her nearest male relative
is required when a woman desires to bestow her
hand. The guardian’s consent is supposed to protect
the female from the wiles of artful adventurers, and
to secure her against an improper union. Where the
woman is still under her father’'s control, her power
of choice is non-existent. These regulations, how-
ever, differ in the various tribes. In one, the parent’s
right to dispose of his child as he pleases ceases when
the girl reaches puberty, while in another, the
paternal power remains supreme during the father’s
lifetime, or he may permit her emancipation from the
restrictions to which she would otherwise be bound.

But despite all theory, the invariable practioe in
Morocco is for the parents to rdarry their daughter
without troubling themselves about her particular
inclinations in the matter. Nor does this custom
apply to the female only; the son’s partner is
frequently chosen for him by his elders, and public
opinion may compel him to agree with their arrange-
ments. With many of the Moorish tribes the sexes
are strictly separated, so that there is small oppor-
tunity for falling in love, and the troubles which
commonly arise through unsuitable unions find a
fairly easy mode of settlement in the great facilities

afforded for divorce. Again —
“In tribes where the father actually sells his
daughter, his disposal of her is naturally influenced

by the price offered. In a country like Morocco,
family connections are of great importance, not only
for a person’s social position, but even for his safety.”

Marriages between cousins are popular in Morocco,
and the male is considered to possess a prior claim
on his cousin's hand. Westermarck was told that in
Andira the male was entitled to receive information
of his cousin’s projected marriage with another, and
when this was withheld from him, custom allowed
him to stop a marriage, even on the wedding-day.
Instances are on record in the Rif where the uncle
has been slain by his nephew for marrying his
daughter to another man, These cousin marriages
have their economic aspect, as they serve to secure
the property to the family. They are also alleged to
lead to domestic happiness, and they undoubtedlv
serve to render the wife more obedient to her lord,
for should she run away from him, her father or
brother will compel her to return. And there is
the further advantage that the woman,—

“ cannot curse her husband by cursing his ancestors
without implicating herself in the enrso. It confers
religious merit on a man to marry his cousin— by
doing so he will not be punished on the day of Resur-
rection ; and, at the same time, it is a kind of duty.”

Yet the sky is not always clear even in these happy
arrangements. The opinion was expressed at Fez
that cousin marriages are the easy oocasion of
family jars. Hence, maidens who wish to wed visit
the sepulchre of a saint, and supplicate him thus:
“ O Sidi Mbarak ben 'Ababu, give me a husband
without friends.” The offspring of these unions
aro also supposed to be sickly, and the families
unluoky. And, bearing in remembrance his ably-
championed theory that the almost universal horror
of incest has been evolved by the sexual distaste that
so generally exists between children who have been
reared in each other’'s company, Westormarck notes
the question once put to him by a Berber, "How can
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a man love a woman with whom he has grown up
since childhood?” Elsewhere in Morocco the view
was expressed that it is disgraceful to wed a woman
one constantly saw. So that a certain independence
of opinion appears to exist even among these in-
tensely religions people.

There are lucky and unluoky periods for matrimony,
and marriages are nearly always celebrated on special
days, and usually in the autumn, when the grain has
been gathered into the granaries. Some tribes never
depart from the autumnal wedding, but others have
occasional vernal ceremonies, while others again, still
less rigorous, may time the wedding to suit the con-
venience of the bridegroom. Thursday seems an
auspicious day everywhere for nuptial ceremonies,
but other times are regarded by several tribes as
equally allowable. By some it is deemed of good
omen if the bride arrives at her new home as the
flocks and herds return from the pastures. On
such occasions, all sorts of small details may decide
the oomiDg happiness or misery of the contracting
parties. The bride's faoce is painted with henna,
but it is a blue look-out if “the painted parts
become very red when they are rubbed clean the
next morning.” Empty utensils on tables are of
sinister portent at weddings. In sober truth, super-
stition overshadows every act performed by the bride,
bridegroom, and all the other participants in the
matrimonial ceremonies.

Oar ancient friends, the ghosts, are mainly re-
sponsible for the mischief. Many of the marriage
observances are to be traced to the fear that both
bride and bridegroom are viewed with marked aver-
sion by the mischievous spirits. They, consequently,
require special protection and purification if these
evil creatures are to be frustrated. This appears
the only conceivable explanation of the careful
cleansing of the bride and bridegroom, the donning
of new apparel, the painting and purification of one
or other or both, the music and singing, the discharge
of guns, the burning of candles and the use of incense,
the scattering of salt, concealing the bride in a box,
attiring the bride in a man’'s garments and the bride-
groom in a woman'’s, and the innumerable charms
and other interminable tricks, apart from which no
Moorish union of bachelor and maid is complete.
Later regulations, among a multitude most religiously
observed, are the rules which forbid anyone to speak
to the bride, and compel the bridegroom to place,—

“ his right foot twice over the threshold of the nuptial
chamber before he makes his entrance by a third step,
that the candle or candles burning there must not be
extinguished by anybody, that the slippers worn by
the bride or bridegroom must never be repaired, and
that the slippers and girdle which the bride has worn
since the wedding must be removed on the fortieth day,
and never again bo nsed by her.”

All these, and a legion of other regulations, must be
carried out, so that getting married in Morooeo is no
mean trial, even to the most patient of people. It
seems as if the spirits must be hoodwinked and over-
come at every turn.

While Dr. Westermarck admits the influences of
the spirits, he advances other interpretations of
many of these quaint customs. The question arises
as to why the contracting couple are thought to need
so much protection, and why the bride is regarded as
such a source of danger to others. In the first place,
we most remember that marriages are far more
nnmerons amoDg the Moors than with ns. Easy
divorces, subsequent remarriages, and the poly-
gamous practices of the people amply account for
this. “ 1 once had in my servioe,” states Woster-
marck, “ an elderly Berber from Sus who had had
twenty-five wives, though never more than two at
a time, and of these he had divoroed twenty-two,
and two bad died.” Among the Berbers, polygamy
is very general; with them the blood-feud obtains,
and it is deemed highly desirable to possess many
sons. In one tribe, a man will willingly permit
the intrusion of a stranger among his barren wives,
and will pretend to the world that the children are

his own.

THE FREETHINKER

February 28, 19*5

A detailed study of the marriage customs of many
tribes makes plain the fact that the protective oere
monies which aocompany the unions of maids 81
bachelors are dependent upon their previous state
of single blessedness. A bachelor bridegroom is,"

“ subject to the same ceremonies, whether the bri®
be a virgin, a widow, or a divorced wife, where8
these ceremonies are omitted in the case of a brio-
groom who has or has had another wife, quite
pendently of the state of the bride; and a bride w
has not been married before is subject to the
ceremonies, whether the bridegroom be a bachelor,
widower, or a polygamist, whereas these cerem°’He
are, if not altogether done away with, at all etD"
much reduced in the case of a bride who is a wiflo”
or a divorced wife, quite independently of the state
the bridegroom.”

These remarkable observances, then, appdiB
have sprung, at least in part, from the mys~
which surrounds ths sexual act. Coition is regardO
as an act of defilement, and women are viewed 8
vestibules of sin. No holy spot must be prof&o
by any sexual deed. Prayers are profitless, in f901
any sacred rite is nullified unless the worships?38
free from sexual stain. The Moors deolare tbat
scribe is never afraid of sinister spirits, save wh
in a etate of sexual pollution. The husbandman
be free from defilement when he touches the corn,
it will suffer from blight, and the weeds will flQi™
in the fields. These, and various other ouatorns 9
beliefs, all point to the oonolusion that dangerise”
lurking in the neighborhood of the prooreativa 9
Continenoe is required before proceeding on aj°°rnkj
lest it prove unluoky. The unclean pass troc
nights, for their guardian spirits forsake them»
the evil influences haunt them as they lie. v

While allowing that these superstitions
relate to th9 “ mysterious propensities a°d \
veiled mystery which surrounds the whole se* 3
nature of man,” Dr. Westermarok also a"hg)
their prevalence to the low estimate in ~ (ot
woman is held among orthodox Moslems, as
ourselves, right down to recent times. By the
in general, the female sex is regarded as the em ~
ment of depravity. Women are the colleaguas 0 »
Devil, and are frequently more wicked.
oontrolled by malevolent spirits, who lend B 8
their aid in practising witchcraft. Their very jil.
are evil, and their curses are most potent f° ~
Women are not permitted to set their feet °D’eit
threshing-floor when the corn is there, because u‘s]
presence will do it injury. Prohibitions 96
placed upon them during menstruation, and ij
days after childbirth. There can be little dovb* "9l
to the Moors, woman appears as the fountain
sexual stain.

There are innumerable things in this most
esting volume upon which one might linger ~
work is to be commended to all students of a
pology. Dr. Westermarek is one of the £°reni
representatives of this branoh of science- |, ffi
in company with his Origin and Development /fcl)'3
Moral Ideas and his History of Human MarnaJ”™1]
clearly written and most highly original work 13 di=
to occupy a very commanding place, for ma'}sY $e
to come, in the rapidly increasing literature

science of man. T E. PAL

In Three Days.

xud «uuHium uiouiDiiu ui uuo Al fj:8
supplied mainly by the apostles of the Lord 0 $
Some of them are on this side, some of
the other side. Most of .them say, ref9
ndtionaffty, it 4 @& Tightesus War. A
them refuse to be patriots in opiniof> {}
patriotism simply means blasphemy,

writing epistles to Christ's disciples 6 gporJ
in the endeavor to reconciliate the irre® o}
bodb Of God. Some are in the trenches»”™))«
enough to give the warriors a dose of OPr
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oyfooss w8never the opportunity seems favorable.
8 [®s are in pulpita telling lies about Gorman philo-
Q soienoe, as if philosophy and soienee were
da f ¥ nationaliatio in nature, or spinning yarns

Bia cominS °t the Lord in a chariot of fire, the
by 6 °&rriagG being manufactured in metal, drawn

of 5 .j;a0tion-engine, and characterised by its power
~confl Dg 80 many death-shells in so many

thence of opinion may be a vital necessity
rei m 3 mental clarity from a sooial viewpoint; but,
sjously, it spells disaster in comedy,
telo 6 Prea°her whom | was privileged to hear
tre Lfen.t° the righteous War variety. He reviewed
ttg. a®iiiar and consequently superficial grounds
Wit, 6%  £ke ontbreak of the struggle. He spoke
HD 8rmpat gratitude upon the nation’s recognition of
SttipX-n face °t so grave a danger. It was
b0 bin8 to be proud of that Britishers knew what
Was>ar*d were willing and eager to defend it.
WOn ?u” thank God for that. Then he referred to
ket it °'nE> £o the punishment of the dishonorable ;
WHIGSOQed to me that God wa3to be left to forgive
Btti® 6 nndertook his duty of chastisement. Wo
fa  ors>°t course, have a reputation world-wide
@ jPorerogation. The preacher forgot that whom
Phegie\eS moat he chastens most; and if our pro-
to* 8 °t the speedy annihilation of the German
a* '™ CotnO realised, then the Kaiser and Company
tre ey Qearer God than the others, after all, and
? :
AIthI!’lSJ%rhknlsV\gesr%on was packed full of implied
taioly -On8 ke these, my preacher was most cer-
8LQ0re;, Evidently he possessed, while in the
axe ™ jle tnlth that could remove mountains if it
sdww 9 LP *t3 mind to have a try. Despite his
He beij'pe £aco an(*toneless voice, he was an optimist.
K i~ ed that God spoke in the cannon thunder.
°t wa evG" that everything, even the terrible tragedy
thfi .Worhed co-operately by the grace of God
N (i ;?ve.°t Christ for the world-wide realisation
anity here upon earth. But ho did not
y,aver that it was a misuse of words to say
tlnuj y°t war: wo should say the joyful poem
we' . He did not definitely remark that if God
@8 ¢ rkJtg in the War, then it was a blessing and
~gQy f8e a joy, not a sorrow. Ho did not say
Gtdea i0af onr faith should conquer those ten-
e «. wrong words, and should conquer,
b blasphemous liability to wail when, vid
. -««,/ jho Lord took one of our sons to his
1j6S8 08 kO was an optimist. He meant those

e

he YOm his sermon, a man can look into hell

°t hopes of heaven. In the battle smoko
< &tied Bimc] of-Jesusilhirist. The gvgaine of the
tb4 € Pali were hosannahs. The destruc
e 8rarsiD» nfVu aocnmulated social wealth meant
K au(H he temple of righteousness. In the
tb~ long vtti™ e of iaUing ideas, tho upbuilding of
th! SJuds n/fu8 of P8aceid propaganda, ha heard
intL™refapH tae nGW erection of Christianity. In
top ~8 horrihi° n- 0 0Om°he3 the perfumes of paradise.
tm i?7er jn” 1Chuman crudities of fighting he saw
ao» ,.~eousiJIn® hugers of the crucified Christ. In
° forrog « raa8sa’red remains of men he saw
ats7. He w/ H*e dirty blood was as pure as
that i!1 hecan-" °PHmI8t, this preaoher of mine;
iay -he &t,/i0 6ns Christ is supposed to have said
Xy 08 Wouis i ®'Sht be destroyed, but that in three

-

CaxX asi”™i4 ™ np again.
‘t tapirBl “ereipr’ to g0 in thought to Belgium.
terrjol a? It m 8 'yords were read to us. What did
Hod Ea*J H30 preacher, that the very
af tho , OrG being ruthlessly destroyed. It
Hon83- Lest.. of Hod were being callously
®°ar8el88, Hot},; Uotl°’n had penetrated to the Holy

f th Ge' heia, Qg 2 aa sacred to the destroyer. Of
i?7f8oUi herua®.a Pl'oteetant, conveniently forgot
MOtlt r 1° the L '08 Were Catholic houses of worship;
Steaf k°I>0iSn'w Uncharitable things he had said
Cental "~ aHy. However, we live in a time

8tress and strain.
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It might be, he said, that the grandeur of the old
cathedrals could never be restored. Their hearts,
their noble beauties, were buried in the dust. But
what of their spirit? Did that perish? Nay; for,
in three days from the time of their ruin, stone by
stone had they been rebuilt in the memories and
loves of those who once worshiped God in them. In
three days the religious power of them had developed
tenfold. God triumphs even in darkness and dreadful
destruction.

And, then, were not the temples of the homes of
the people being destroyed ? Where desolation now
hung in heavy smoke-clouds there once were fruitful
fields and pleasant pastures. Happy homes had besn
razed to the ground, and families sent awandering
upon the earth. It was too terrible for words;
and yet we could find comfort in the teaching of
the Lord; for had he not said the temple of the
home might be destroyed; but in three days he
would build it up again. Aud his words were true ;
for in the hearts of the Belgians had risen a love of
home tenfold greater than ever it had been. Their
sorrows had tempered the steel of their regard. In
their littleness they had become mighty. Perhaps it
is quite true; but decency should have forced him to
thank the German militarists for accomplishing this
stupendous task. Why don’t these ministers read
their Freethinker ?

Instancing a few more ideas along similar lines, he
reached the star of his optimism in the conviction
that Christianity would emerge from the din and
darkness in a glory it had never possessed since
the days of Christ. People would flock back to
the faith of their fathers. There would be a re-
birth of religion with the death of German mili-
tarism. This War would be a great purifying force.

And he finished off with afew cheap phrases about
the prophetio vision of the Lord Jesus Christ as
revealed to us in the text when he said the temple
might be destroyed, but in three days he would build
it up again.

According to my preacher, Germany was another
Judas Iscariot. At least, that was the implication ;
and some day, perchanoe, when Christians become
inoculated with the life-giving germ of reason, they
may raise a statue to the modern national Iscariot,
through whose agency, seemingly, so much good will
accrue to Humanity in general, and Christianity in
particular.

Optimism is an excellent mood; but when one gets
it in such a flood, as | have faithfully endeavored to
pioture it, and of such a quality, then it resembles
the raptures of a rat caught by its tail in a strong

trap’ Robert Moreland.

Obituary.

Mr. David Russel Bow, a well-known Tynoside Free-

- thinker, died after a short illness on Sunday, February 14,

aged 57, at his residence, 1 Brookfield-terrace, Pelaw, and
|the remains were interred at Heworth Churchyard on
Wednesday, February 17, in the presence of a large gathering
of mourners, among whom tho Freethought party was
represented by Messrs. Elijah Copland, G. M. Peacock,
G. White, T. Horsman, R. Chapman, and others. A Scots-
man by birth, Mr. Bow’s introduction to the movement took
place at Sunderland, and afterwards for several years he was
an earnest worker in the ranks of the South Shields Branch.
Later he moved to Pelaw, where, as estate agent and trades-
man, he became a well-known and popular figure in various
local enterprises, but still continued from time to time to
lend usefui help to South Shields and Newcastle friends.
For Sunday trading at Usworth Colliery, where he opened a
temperance bar, Mr. Bow appeared at the Courts almost
weekly from 1909 to 1913, occasionally snatched a victory,
and finally triumphed completely over his persecutors.
Without any pretence to formal lecturing, Mr. Bow often
appeared on the platform, and was never at loss for a good
story. A pathetic feature of his somewhat sudden end was
the fact that his only son was lost in the armed merchant
vessel Viknor a few weeks ago. Hence at tho graveside
there were two widows and a little orphan grandson to bid
tho las farewell.—R. C.
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‘hh?laoealr.iOea of ?: criminals, so that gaols may no

'»ho 1 Pfeysicn 4afesation, or oven of mere detention,
afflioteri je.lc~cotnal, and moral elevation for

fetiiQ> B°n of ~fe anti-sooial tendencies.
‘uid® Vto®>eaCsnt °r™ law tO aniffia!8' 80 as t0 820nre
»«: fe CF 1,” 10n of p; and legal protection against cruelty.
“UcW Ration j.ac2 fedween nations, and the substi-
tutes, ,or War in tbo HXxtlOment of inter-
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FREETHOUGHT PUBLICATIONS.

Liberty and
Free Will and
Hume.

Necessity. An argument against
in favor of Moral Causation. By David
32 pages, price 2d., postage Id.

By David Hume.
16 pages, price Id.,

The Mortality of the Soul.
With an Introduction by G. W. Foote.
postage |d.

By David Hume. With
Introduction by G. W. Foote,

An Essay Suicide.
an Historical and Critical

price Id., postage £d.

on

From Christian Pulpit to Secular Platform.

By J. T. Lloyd. A History of his Mental Development.
60 pages, price Id., postage Id.
The Martyrdom of Hypatia. By M. M. Manga-

sarian (Chicago), 16 pages, price Id., postage |d.

By Lord Bacon.
86 pages, reduced

The Wisdom of the Ancients.
A beautiful and suggestive composition.
from Is. to 3d., postage Id.

A Refutation of Deism. By Percy Bysshe
Shelley. With an Introduction by G. W. Foote. 32 pages,

price Id., postage \d.

Life, Death, and
Shelley.

Immortatity. By Percy Bysshe
16 pages, price Id., postage £d.

W hy Am
24 pages, price 2d., postage id.

By Col. R. G. Ingersoll.

| an Agnostic ?

Bible Studies and Phallic Worship.
Wheeler. 136 pages, price Is. 6d., postage 2d.

By J. M.

By Jeremy Beniham. An Impor-
32 pages, price Id., postage id.

Utilitarianism,
tant Work.

The Mistakes of Moses. By Col. R. G. Ingersoll.
Only Complete Edition. Beautifully printed on fine
paper. 136 pages. Reduced to 6d., postage 2£d.

The Essence of Religion. By LUdWIg Feuerbaoh.
“ All theology is anthropology.” Buchner said that “ no
one has demonstrated and explained the purely human
origin of the idea of God better than Ludwig Feuerbach.”
78 pages, price 6d, postage Id.

By Denis Diderot.
16 pages, price Id., postage id.

The Code of Nature. Power-

ful and eloquent.
Giles’ Price 8s., postage sd.

Apostolic Records.

Biographical Dictionary of Freethinkers—
Of All Ages and Nations. By Joseph Mazzini Wheeler
355 pages, price (reduced from 7s. 6d.) 3s., postage 4d.

A Philosophical Inquiry Concerning Human
Liberty. By Anthony Collins. With Preface and Anno-
tations by G. W. Foote and Biographical Introduction by
J. M. Wheeler. One of the strongest defences of Deter-
minism over written. Cloth, Is.; paper, 6d., post Id.

PAMPHLETS BY C. COHEN.

Prioe 6d.,

An Outline of Evolutionary Ethics.
postage Id.

o & HE - -
aTnI QI ItS\Socialism, Atheism, and Christianity. Price Id.,

postage id.

and Social Ethics.

Christianity Prioe Id.

postage id.

Pain and Providence. Price Id., postage id.

THE PIONEER PRESS,

2 Newoastle-street, Fnrringdon-street, London, E.C.



144 THE FREETHINKER Febeuaby 28, 105

THE BIBLE HANDBOOK

FOR FREETHINKERS AND ENQUIRING CHRISTIANS.

BY

G. W. FOOTE and W. P. BALL

NEW AND CHEAPER EDITION
Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.

WELL PRINTED ON GOOD PAPER AND WELL BOUND.

3 Paper5 Covers, SIXPENCE—Net.

(Postage 1]d.)

iIn Cloth Covers, ONE SHILLING—Net.

(Postage 2d.)

ONE OF THE MOST USEFUL BOOKS EVER PUBLISHED.
INVALUABLE TO FREETHINKERS ANSWERING CHRIST*"?
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Now being issued by the Secular Society, Ltd

No. | BIBLE AND BEER. By G. W. Foote.
FORTY PAGES—ONE PENNY.
Postage: single copy, id.; 6 copies, lid.; 18 oopies, 3d.; 23 copies 4d. (parcel post).

No. II_DEITY AND DESIGN. By C. Cohen.

(A Reply to Dr. Alfred Russel Wallace.)
THIRTY-TWO PAGES—ONE PENNY.
Postage: Single copy, id.; 6 copies, lid.; 18 oopies, 2Jd.; 26 oopias, 4d. (parcel pon)1

No. II.—MISTAKES OF MOSES. By Colonel Ingersoll.
THIRTY-TWO PAGES—ONE PENNY.
Postage: Single copy, id.; 6 oopies, 1-Jd.; 18 oopiea 2]d.; 26 oopies, 4d. (parcel post)'

IN PREPARATION.

No. IV__CHRISTIANITY AND PROGRESS. By G. W. Foote.
No. V.-MODERN MATERIALISM. By W. Mann.

Special Terms for Quantities for Free Distribution or to Adv&n°6
Societies.
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