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liberty can neither he got, nor kept, hut hy so much
Ie mankind generally are unwilling to give the
fAlor it-—Halifax.

On the Brink.

as Freethinkers, do not meddle with
Politics. But you cannot regard as party
m Jeathe question of universal peace or war. That
dMj'J tnan’8 ooncern—and every woman’s too ; ay,
also as far as they are old enough to treat
Iw bunderstanding. It is a question for the whole

race.
~ould imagine that more reason, and less pas-
"vQd be called forth by such an important
0 and one so fraught with the present and
VV  ~olfare of mankind. But this is not the case.
lttie 8°renoe is devoted to it, but comparatively
i"SticeaBon ! and plenty of emotion, but very little
fqi®and self-control.  There is nothing on whioh
both sides, or all sides, feel themselves so
S '* 7beright. The distortion of the moral view
at complete. That is why it is so difficult, if
~°3Blble, to stop a war when it has onoe
isfAl, citizens are then of one nation ; patriot-
6 °nly virtue; it is the honor of the country

| taat Otake.

I~ 80mething to say myself on the present
i toRer @ 8r0at deal more to be said at the
S J *O0and oocasion. | want now to say some-
?av)t 'ral'ber, to let my readers hear something
1 et rnay>
e "ifreethinker’s view of the War; by whioh
vitoban “be view of American Freethought,
~biuhen a goo(™ <vymerl°an who is also a good

~thej£ ™ nS this on Tuesday, February 1G, the

ItteCaivej e * ner &%ea to press. This very morning

an,! f°m Chicago a printed address by my

06 Iciesti ar'oif comrade, Mr. M. Mangasarian, on

a"" She wf*°b looks like becoming a burning
r MaJl”™~merloa Prepare for War ?”

& foree edBat'an’8 pamphiet is written with his

bears'1 ani® individuality. Ho thinks @S

biruself as a man, and addresses you as

vlew of the American pacifists

Rt 06 Pecifist,
for ai or thoso who say we should not pre-
h*6*6* Peacarl are certainly not the only people who
JI* the pa°.,.° War- We all most earnestly do that;
chaQis by J
matta*y positiotRaRtb® any preparations for war. The

>»v A be sogficc U 18 that the best way to secure peace
S * to len% Prepared to compel tho would-be

boliovo that tho best way to secure

to meet- tOr. Peace- The Civic Federation, at
*sb a png in New York, passed a resolution

resolut°UnCil °f National Defonco. This quite
10Q was denounced by the pacifists as a
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a great extent, be called the

Price Twopence

warlike measure. 1Substitute arbitration for war,’ is
the slogan of the peace party. Instead of trying to
arm this nation, they argue, we should direct our efforts
toward disarming the nations which might attack us.
When a traveller sees an armed highway robber ap-
proaching him, instead of arming himself against his
possible assailant, he should try to disarm him I That
is the kind of advice that is much easier to give than to
follow.

“ President Eliot of Harvard, who also advocates dis-
armament as the only means of international peace, is
of the opinion that there can be no peace in Europe, or
security against sudden invasion, so long as all the able-
bodied men are trained to be soldiers, and the best
possible armies are kept constantly ready for instant
use. This is in consonance with the doctrine of the
peace party, that to prepare for war is not the way
to prevent, but to provoke war. In passing, let me
comment that the fact that able-bodied men are trained
as soldiers can affect only the manner of fighting, but
could have very little effect upon the fighting propensity.
If men were not trained to fight, it would not follow that
there would be no fighting. We read sometimes of
washerwomen fighting. They are not trained to fight,
but that does not prevent them from fighting. The
causes of clash and conflict are very much deeper and
more general than Dr. Eliot supposes.”

“ Andrew Carnegie, who has given lavishly of his
money to promote the peace movement, is of course on
the side of the pacifists. In a recent contribution to
the New York Times, Mr. Carnegie says that ‘ Arma-
ment must mean the use of armament, and that is
war. If we are to prevent war, we must prevent
preparing for war.” He illustrates his point by saying
that the best way to prevent burglary is by prohibiting
the carrying of the instruments of burglary. Mr.
Carnegie makes the same mistake that Dr. Eliot makes:
The tools of the burglar are not the cause of burglary.
It is the burglar who invents the tools, not the tools that
invent the burglar. Symptoms must not be mistaken
for the disease. To think that if we had no pockets,
there would be no pickpockets, would be a very super-
ficial conclusion. Mr. Carnegie also says that he would
meet an invading army with a speech instead of a gun,
and that after they had heard his speech, they would
cheer him instead of firing at him. Let this amiable
Scotch-American try the effect of his speeches on
one of the Dbattlefields of Europe. A practical
demonstration of his claim would win many converts. He
also relates how, on one occasion, ho met the Kaiser,
and how he told him that the Almighty himself had
appointed Emperor William to be the preserver of the
peace of Europe; and that he (Carnegie) was sure the
emperor would fulfil heaven’s mission—all of which
shows that our multi-millionaire, with all the good in-
tentions in the world, is not an expert in the prophetic
profession. But you see how earnest and uncompro-
mising tho pacifists are in their opposition to defensive
measures. Lot us compare their arguments with thoso
of tho advocates of preparedness.”

Evidently the Gospel of Paoifi3m no more pleases
Mr. Mangasarian than the Gospel of Militarism.

[To be concluded.) G. W. FOOTE.
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Freethought and Religion.

In one way or another the question of Religion and
Freethought is eternally forcing its way to the front.
There are plenty who profess to be of opinion that
the whole subject is old-fashioned, if not obsolete. It
belongs, they say, to a bye-gone generation and, at
at any rate, the question has now undergone a com-
plete transformation owing to a newer science and
the rise of a more rational religion. So far as
outward semblance is concerned this may be true;
but in its essentials the dispute is unchanged.
Science is not, in any genuine sense of the word,
becoming more religions, nor is religion becoming
more scientific. The study of religion is becoming
more scientific, but that does not mean a gain to
religion; quite the contrary. It affords ground for
the strongest and deadliest attacks on religion that
have ever been made. It does not remove the issue,
it only sharpens it. The issue remains; it lies at the
root of many of our controversies, whether we are
aware of it or not. And that is why the dispute
between religion and science cannot be suppressed.
You may ignore it for a time, but, sooner or later,
we find ourselves compelled to face it.

I am indebted to a recent issue of Public Opinion
for what looks like a very full report of a lecture by
Mr. John Buchan before the Selkirk Brotherhood on
“ The Religious Value of Freethought.” The title is
in the nature of a challenge, and it is symptomatic
of a certain prevalent frame of mind. Time was
when the very name of Freethought or Freethinker
was shunned by Christians as something accursed.
For Christianity this meant—as it still means to
a much larger number than we always remember
actually exists—a body of doctrines taught by a
Churoh, or a set of teachings derived from the Bible.
Then a man’s duty might have been to understand
one, or to find out wbat was the other, but further
than this was not permissible. To be a Freethinker
was to claim not only the right to examine these
doctrines or teachings, but also the right to reject
them. And not merely the right to rejeot them,
but the duty of doing so should they fail to com-
mend themselves to one’'s reason. And this, of
course, no Church could admit. More, no Church
does admit that to-day. There is not a Church in
Christendom to-day, whether orthodox or heterodox,
that would insist upon the duty of man or woman
openly giving up religion once they are convinced
of its unreasonableness. On the contrary, they
would all point out that, in such circumstances,
a man should humble himself in prayer, wait trust-
fully for enlightenment, and then, one day, peace and
belief would come. In plain words, he is to stultify
his reason and, by a steady course of discipline,
reduce himself to a frame of mind that will fit
him for membership of a church—or an asylum.

Then came a change. Freethought beoame too
strong to be either ignored or to be silenced by
mere condemnation. The habit of freethinking had
so much to commend it, that the Churches could no
longer deny its value. So the usual transformation

ensued. Freethought in itself was admitted to be a
good thing. Not only a good thing, but a religious
thing. It was consonant with the most intense

religions convictions; and it was not from this a
very difficult step to the further discovery that true
religion and genuine freethinking were identical. It
was only another phase of the game that religion has
always played with antagonistic teachings and prin-
ciples. Denunciation, reconciliation, identification.
The game iBold, but it is ever fresh and attractive—
to some people.

Mr. Buchan does not say that Freethought—by
which he means “ the exercise of the mind freely
and honestly "—is identical with religion, he simply
says that “ religion and thought, religion and scienoe,
are eternally bound together.” In a passage whioh
contains much truth and error, he says that
Freethought:—

“Is not the opposite of religion—very far from it.
The opposite of religion is irreligion, apathy, careless-
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ness. The foe of the Church is not science or thoogt«
but the world. The kind of man over whom religiB
has no power is the frivolous man, the man who does
not care much about anything. Your street-coi®.
Atheist who spends his days abusing Christianity h D
his way religious. He has an intense religious interest'
If he hadn’'t do you suppose he would waste his
when he might be enjoying himself elsewhere ?
because he is so fundamentally concerned with
topics with which religion deals that he Ilabors *
destroy a creed which he thinks deals with tbs
wrongly........ The Roman Catholic Church burned BraB,
and imprisoned Galileo. Why ? Because it Was 10
interested in thought and science? No, on the °dB
trary, because it was intensely interested in its <
thought and science and hated what it considered
false rival. If it had not been interested, do you thi®
it would have bothered to barn scientists and PMS
sophers ?”

Mr. Buchan is here within sight of the truth,
be does not quite gat there. la the first piRM
apathy and carelessness are only the opposit® 0
religion in the sense that they are the opposite j
anything earnest and serious. They are equally t®
opposite of Conservatism and Liberalism in politiC1
of Socialism and Anarchism in sociology, of anytbJB>
in short, that calls for earnestness or serious
ing. Religion does not appeal to the apathetic ~
the careless, not because they represent
opposite, but only beoauso they are apathetic 9
careless. t

Second, when Mr. Buchan says the “ street-cor®
Atheist 7 (Why street-corner ?) is religious becfitv
he has “ an intense religions interest,” he is
saying quite what he moans. What he means |
that the Atheist takes an interest in religions. Vj.
that is not a religious interest; it may be an a
religious interest. He is interested in religion fl .
sociologist, as a psychologist, or as an anthropoid j
He is interested in religion beoause it has domin9
the minds of masses of men even to-day. Hisin »
est maybe either theoretical or practical, or ry
It may arise from the mere perception of relbP #
belief as one of the faots of life, and a fact wbio®d
complete philosophy of existence must find a P
for, as it must find a place for fairy tales or }
belief in witchoraft. That is what one may o®
purely philosophical interest. Or his interest
be of a more practical kind. He sees wbat an ®
mous amount of time and energy are spent on rel» jj
He finds that in all stages of human society ~
have diverted no small part of their energies to ~
empty service of the gods and to the maintenano”
a parasitic priesthood. Whatever else may
been neglected that has received attention. &e
all sorts of sinister interests sheltering them9' v
behind religion and using it as a means for H6*woP
ting its existence. He sees it everywhere °°3
ting the reformer and the thinker, and conseqo0 18
he attacks religion ; not beoause he has a re
interest in religion, but because he has a reiii
interest in clearing away anything and every
that appears to obstruct human development"

The truth that Mr. Buchan has grasped 1> if
whether a man be an Atheist or a reI|g|0n8 it
% Wi8 sincerity 8 g8rvietisr that
thingss Of course» i the Ghurohes had fi°l all
deeply interested in their own thought
never have bothered to burn or imprison 30 o »
and philosophers. Bookie put this well
pointed out that power, allied with ignor»
good intentions, form the most dangerous
the face of the earth. But Mr. Buchan wo
saved himself a doal of confusion had be setLpri9'%$
to explain why it was that the burning or 6
ing or persecuting of advanced tbinker”j
uniformly an accompaniment of religion ®
and countries. It was not because they
interested in their thought than Freetbin» ~
in theirs. On Mr. Buchan's own reading 0 c&\ y
intensity of oonviction were in both cases
was really because all religion involves »
that is favorable to persecution, while
thought involves a principle that is nlti®
to itb practice.

Nl
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Lo} "8 H10 vital principle of religion in relation
efainan society ? It is really the principle of
RMiK6 8a' va,Hon. It is mere historio truth that
[Jj . ei8tio religions are the most and monotheistic
ldi’lonethe least tolerant. The more gods a man
lre 18 *D more hospitable he is to other deities.

Mg Wer &0(s k&>tb® more he resents others’
C-ee. And when ho gets to one God, his intoler-

jida, eco®es pronounced. Every monotheistic reli-
ctf ~8en a persecuting religion because it has
H 9 supremacy of its own deity threatened by
edo e8encQ °1 others. And the same principle of
Qg !°n applies to teaching. Every religion, every
te o\even>*8 convinced that it possesses not only
otig stance of truth, but its form. Outside its
SiO, there is little or nothing but error. And
$ i conviction, held with intense earnestness,
the possession of power to force these
°Ds nPon others, and persecution beoomes

0Q mathematioal oertainty.
bdta 20 other hand, the more intensely a man
itotect j Principles of Freethought, the more he is
'difer aSa'ost the crime of persecuting others for
mdQ ence of opinion. The Freethinker, as such,
*Hi-concerned with a particular opinion or
, He is primarily and vitally concerned
H oferight of examination, criticism, and rejec-
A g.any and every opinion. With the religious
Ndag £ ar<l broadest, the question is, Is an
or false ?—if false, there is reason for
it. with the Freethinker the question
Hanb aQ™ falsity is really subordinate, since every
~pttllttlay be false to someone. With him it is the
AU By, evory opinion—evenm wioog 00es—io exisi-
edn | expression. Genuine freedom means the
"lor ° ba wrong—otherwise it is not freedom at
, 8w, 7Y0ne ~as Qvor seriously questioned whether
hGon b? Permitted to be right. And the cure
" hOP:A%n W0 et Coercion, NOF repression, No¥
the free play of all shades of opinion.
Neare for wrong thought is more thought
is what no Church in the world has ever
0j You cannot stop people thinking ; you
- most, keep them thinking wrongly,
jinking, loose thinking, is productive of
aartn! hut in spite of that the free play of
>, afiGtaainB thO °nly protection against oppres-
gresa only guarantee of orderly and profitable

C. Cohen.

Maudlin Eloquence.

[*i
ler™airn
*4qga L

ar> many boast, that religion
? emotions rather than of the intel-

Hii0a telnc’ an™ no attempts to establish har-
"te]'\Sacoea f°?8 between them have ever been
O ilBioos mnft* ' s Professor Flinders Petrie says,
telii, ef.” 1, sera are not.@,subigpt.of argument but
Trﬁoagemdﬁ}@iﬁ/(/s from Hﬁs thet kho strengest
ce telie;Una ara no evidence whatever of the
~Qtj n>not C-b3canso truth is an intellectual
Or ex’0 'ma8inative vision. Now, religions

2V e °A*Giti(?er*nc0 * an artificially induced
< D heir Qti0 wbich no human being is by
Qg i8 ' ,How absurd is it, then, to affirm
m9of Cm8riflltively a religious as be is a
® n *8gow i.a™*3 a Oaying of Dr. John Hunter,

- risf,!/8(‘ of 8ermon entitled “ Oar _Inexor-
> Fpton Wary >, WRRVE hMeMay Ve gkbniNi Atithe
*5t808 that for February 10. Dr. Hunter

v, G\ j »hot i8 <@®a ~ns not been instructed into
au °No & and kaoause it is at once the life
ih stes8aband v,tba nnfolding and expression of
th~OenJi8 trufK sCaase all human experience has
N vh' ., SnOh a dogmatic assertion is
tr fl» carion, as the reverend gentle-
&eof .Hupter'a Dr' Hunter's dootrine were
lluie an 8 Preaching would be a culpable

a e’ergy. Clergymen exist simply
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because man is not naturally a religions being, but
must be coaxed in all conceivable ways, not only to
adopt the religions life, but to continue the practice
of it; and there is no getting away from the fact
that, despite the arduous exertions of hundreds of
thousands of ordained ministers, and of hosts of
other Christian workers, in Christendom, the majority
of the inhabitants are openly non-religious. How
can any sane person aver, in the face of that faot,
that “ by the whole make and strain of his being and
by the deeper necessities of his life, man is moved,
yea, forced to cry ” out for God. Of oourse, by reli-
gion Dr. Hunter means supernaturaiism, for God, of
whom, according to him we have such an inexorable
need, is a supernatural being; but ha must be aware
that Buddhists, who are fully as numerous as Chris-
tians, lead noble and useful lives, and enjoy great
happiness, without either belief in or help from any
supernatural realm. Consequently, what Dr. Hunter
says of the whole make and strain of man’s being and
the deeper necessities of his life, is obviously false
and calculated to mislead ignorant and credulous
people.

Dr. Hunter affects the omniscience so charac-
teristic of the oceupiers of the pulpit. He tells us
that “ the late Charles Darwin gave utterance to the
strange opinion that religion is unnecessary to those
who are surrounded by domestic affection,” and that
“a learned judge of our day also made a similar
statement—that a man who cannot occupy his mind
with science, art, polities, trade, home, and friends,
must be a poor kind of creature.” Now, the opinion
held by Darwin and the judge is shared by tens of
thousands of men and women in our land to-day; but
the reverend gentleman assures us, on his own autho-
rity alone and unsupported by the least evidence, that
“ the exact opposite of this teaching is the real truth.”
Then comes this wild rhapsody of words:—

“ It Is the men who are wholly absorbed and satisfied
with earthly things, however fair and good, and feel no
interest in and no need for experiences of another kind,
who are the most imperfect creatures— living on the
surface of life, with their finest powers still latent, or
wasted and worn away. There is in no human being an
actual or potential self-sufficiency. The wisest and
best of men without any conscious relation to the
Divine Power are incomplete and needy, though they
have no Eense of need. Sooner or later they will be
taught the lesson of their insufficiency, of a need of a
strength which they do not find in themselves, and of
a support which their fellows cannot give and no
earthly interest or object can be made to yield.”

Has Dr. Hunter forgotten the ninth commandment,
“ Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy
neighbor ” ? The men he describes are purely
imaginary. We have witnessed the death of several
thoroughgoing Atheists, and we have heard all the
details about that of many more, and can honestly
testify that neither sooner nor later did they confess
any disappointment or dissatisfaotion with the creed
in which they had lived. Darwin, Huxley, Spencer,
Tyndall, Bradlangh, and Ingersoll lived and died as
unswerving advocates of their Freethought prin-
ciples. But Dr. Hunter not only woefully mis-
represents unbelievers in general, but is guilty of
calumniating Auguste Comte in particular. Here
are his own words : —

“ It is a curious and instructive fact that the prophet
of one of the best known and most relentless forms of
modern unbelief recognised toward the close of his life
tho craving of the human heart for something higher
than itself to which it can look up ; and while forbid-
ding the worship of the Eternal Goodness, compiled an
ecclesiastical calendar, in which every day in the year
is dedicated to the remembrance and honor of Bomeone
distinguished for genius or nobility of character. Comte
saw clearly enough that man can never outgrow religion,
and that religion must have an object, so ho raised an
image in tho air which he called Humanity."

We are by no means a ohampion of the Religion of
Humanity, but a sense of simple justioe compels ns
to oondemn Dr. Hunter’s allusion to it as positively
misleading. Comte rejeoted supernatural religion,
root and branch, and his Religion of Humanity,
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mwhether we approve of it or not, runs on exclusively
naturalistic lines, while our personal knowledge of
several of its apostles in this country enables us
to announce that they have no sympathy whatever
with any form of supernaturalism.

We are in complete agreement with George Eliot's
saying that “ the human heart finds shelter nowhere
but in human kind.” Dr. Hunter sneers at it, de-
claring it “ would be the sorrow of sorrows if we
had no other shelter and support save in men and
women like ourselves, no Rock rising above our
fellows, no Rock of Ages, no refuge and no rest
in God who is the source and sum of all human
perfection.” The reverend gentleman imagines that
he is ever so much wiser than George Eliot and all
others who share her views, whereas, in reality, he 3
talking sheer nonsense concerning a being and a
sphere the very existence of which is unsupported
by a single evidence. His knowledge of Nature is
extremely limited, while of anything other and higher
than Nature he has no knowledge at all. His beliefs
may be firm enough ; but he has absolutely nothing
else. It is true that they give rise to what he calls
religious experiences; but the latter, so far from
attesting the truth of the former, merely prove that
he has them, true or false. We frankly admit that
human wisdom, at its best, is “ sorely limited,” but
we flatly deny that “ we need a wisdom higher than
our own, and a direction surer than any which the
wisest human counsellors can give.” We are but
learners in the school of life, and our growth in
knowledge and wisdom is often discouraginglv slow,
with the result that we make numerous very serious
mistakes; but, in this respect, we are by no means
alone. Both experience and observation disclose the
fact that many most fervent believers, not excepting
Dr. Hunter himself, are as weak, fallible, and foolish
as ourselves, and sometimes more so, their God and
their guardian angels leaving them, morally, on a
level, to say the least, with those who have neither
God nor guardian angels. This is a fact which no
pulpit eloquence can set aside.

Dr. Hunter admits that the God in whom he
believes withholds his help from the most needy
until he is aBked for it. Listen:—

“ Oh, it is easy for people in the hour of their pride
and self-sufficiency, when life is going smoothly and
merrily with them, to find reasons for not praying;
but let them so fall and fail that all farther struggle
seems of no avail, then as they feel that they are
needy and know that they are weak, the cry will
come trembling from their long-prayerless lips, ‘ Help,
Lord, or | perish.’ And blessed is that experience,
however sorrowful and humiliating, which makes one
cry for the heavenly help, and drives one to seek
the shelter of the Rock of Ages—even the eternal
mercy of God.”

That extract is a wicked libel on thousands who
neither believe in nor praotice prayer either in
prosperity or in adversity. We are acquainted with
several people over whom the strong, bitter waves of
affliction are mercilessly flowing; but the idea of
appealing for deliverance or consolation to someone
other and higher than Nature has never occurred to
them. Their suffering and sorrow are wonderfully
relieved by the friendship of great books and the
aotive sympathy and service of loved ones round
about them, and our oonviction is that theirs is
the highest and most substantial consolation obtain-
able. We are fully aware that the sense of sin and
guilt is a terrible experience, but we are equally sure
that such asense is confined to those who are super-
stitious enough to heed the teaching of the pulpiteers.
Unbelievers are perfect strangers to it. The sense of
sin and guilt is the preacher’s chief asset, without
which he would lack all power and influence. Un-
believers know themselves only as members of society,
and, only as such, are they innocent or guilty. What
is the cause of the War, to which Dr. Hunter refers
in closing ? Imperfect, immature human relationship,
or the absence of international brotherliness, after
nineteen hundred years of the falsest of all religions.

J T. Lioyd.
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The Secret of Burns.

“ For the ordinary reading Englishman Burns is
as difficult a3 Chaucer, and very nearly as foreign as *
Hugo.” —*“ Times" Literary Supplevient. .
Robert Burns has been dead over a century, f
his fame is far wider aud more secure than whe°.
passed away. His life is now celebrated as an ™
portant event, and his poetry {3 rightly regards0
a glorious contribution to the world'3 liter®0
Admittedly, Scotland’s greatest poet, he has ke
subjected to extreme adulation from his country®
Had he been a lesser genius than he is, this fuls®
praise would have exposed him to derision. _ j
The quotation from the foremost literary j<°r's
at the head of this article suggests that 3° ~
depends upon dialect, and that when he tried
write English he fell into mediocrity, fetteredby %
difficulties of the English tongue. This is Py
only of the truth, and shows that Barns, like
another olassic, is more talked of than read. _0° ~
two brief quotations taken at random from his
will modify this idea effectually. Take this *
a love song :(—
“ 0 my luve’s like a red, red rose
That’s newly sprung in .Tune !
O my luve’s like the melodie
That’s sweetly played in tune 1’
Here is another from a battle-hymn, on
best ever written :—

By Oppression's woe3 and pains,
By your sons in servile chains,
We will drain our dearest veins,
But they shall be free.
Lay the proud usurper low !
Tyrants fall in every foe !
Liberty’s in every blow !
Let us do or die.”

How much do these two quotations depsc'
dialect ? or does this ?
“ A fig for those by law protected.
Liberty’s a glorious feast.

Courts for cowards were erected,
Churches built to please the priest.’

e oft»!

. . . ol
Then, turn to those lines which are admitte*»

among the very finest that Barns ever wrote i

“ Had we never lov'd sae kindly,

Had we never lov'd sae blindly,

Never met—or never parted—

We had ne’er been broken-hearted.”

Do those superb lines derive their force
one solitary word of dialect? Barns ha9 8
grievously at the hands of hiccoughing Hig“1
and maudlin ministers, but professed critic3
well give the corpses of defunct heresies
burial. ,
Cant was to be expected from Christia0 Qjfg

regard to this great poet and Freethinker. m
"Wendell Holmes, indeed, expressed snrpr*
puritanical Caledonia oould take Robert Bnrfl9 B f
straight-laced bosom without breaking ke , O
For Burns, like Paine and Voltaire, was a
other religion, save what flowed from a mild
he scarcely showed a trace. In truth,
soarcely oall it a creed. It was mainly a "2M0 j f
particular mood of sentimentalism, the6
of a state of indefinite aspiration. The D° yOf f
of Orthodoxy have made the basest nse ™ jpt
emotionalism; but Christians cannot rea piL
without unloosening the shackles of ‘iD $
David Hume’s young freethinking contemP ~
not merely express his dissent from Calvi '
struck at the core of the Christian 6hasO%p
Seeing plainly that priests trade on fear, b
a true note when he said scornfully :—

“ The fear o’ hell’s a hangman’s whip
To haud the wretch in order.”

How ho lashes the rigidly righteous

“ Sae pious and sae holy, "
Y 've nought to do but mark and tet
Your neeboor’s fauts and folly»”

And again:— 9

“ Learn three-mile prayers, and half-1111 ?ag6g,
Wi’ weel-spread losvo, and lang, wry

Niil
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Grunt up a solemn lengthened groan,
And damn all parties but your own ;
I'll warrant then ye’er nae deceiver,
A steady, sturdy, staunch believer.”

Jtomns never hesitated to make a frontal attack on
Jyion
Itymple mild, D'yrymple mild, tho’ your heart’s like a child.
let o! ~Our tNe new-<lriven snow,
that winna save ye, auld Satan must have ye
or preaching that three’'s ane an’ twa.”
Hd 8 “ Meroiful Great God” of the Christians
aes hia derision and indignation :—
“ O Thou wha in the Heavens dost dwell,
Wha, as it pleases best Thysel’,
Sends ane to Heaven and ten to Hell,
A’ for Thy glory,

And no for any guid or ill
They’ve done afore Thee !”

00 feal Burns is not the popular Burns. When
ajJ”™ant poet was received by the “ unoo’ guid”
cW°Crao™ °l Edinburgh, ho was afloat on a trea-

M 0Qsea. The company that admired him stood
and drank the poet’'s health, and Burns
ti3j glass and bowed his acknowledgments on

tec rafk In spite of the glib phrase-making of
rikos, Burns belonged to a different world to
A ~hich  his  patrons inhabited. Clergymen,
led s- On H"3 Bible, pretend that poverty has no
btwaisadvantRges, but the insuperable barriers
Q@ eea Burns's position and that of his patrons is
jijk rxdof by pretending that they do not exist.
dtv Pioneers, Burns was so muoh alone. So
Wés fio in the field that he could do little more
H@anBOipato Carlyle’'s bitter “ Exodus from
"Bh sNiheb,” or his caustio apostrophe to Christ,
ye've had your day !” But what he did
k ‘Boiont. The noblest quality in Burns’'s poetry
@f® ®lIsrnal quality of honest indignation. It
SieaWays no veB invention, It is blunt,
Itj Q0daily speech, the man talking before U3.
quality that makes his “ Jolly Beggars,”
stands alone in literature, not only un-
\ o0 but unmatohable. The beggars are not
iof ekOls. For them the laws and conventions
% have no existence. And so with Robert
S anhim8elf- Ha rises above the network of
SaaCxhority like a skylark. Every Freethinker

W °f kim what Burns himself said in his
00 his friend
“ With such ai he, where’er he be,
May | be saved or damned.”
Mimnekmus.
A Still, Small Voice.
),

J iQ, ACE nature studies surrounded the picture
O e® an”™ Potty malice, they would dim its
er add r=Gyseemod, at the first glance, to crowd
At the next they beoame non-

n had been given it by the artist;
do00 thinB thought his signature an adornment.

R&b\/?bo3°vm>aa" a voice of its own, a still, small
If g tr OVery wor|l was sinoere, whose evory
Sdip a*™

[t38 ia th n°W'8cene;. an”® snow»_ brilliantly
am a million sun kisses, looked intd
6h Pectin ~Mbystine sky, and laughed merrily at its
rj .here. The haze that hid the horizon
DMN® latlghtor, and shot glimmerings of
adaa -"Nintk®  tell of its happiness. Merriment
Mbp eltlea8 m afr- Vitality, quick and swift, eager
«tel Winter ;Lance”™ and gleamed, till it seemed as if
ero excelling himself in the art of
&dj theop 8 I*or0 there should be great enjoy
lai? °ftea “artunities he prepared for men. But

, cdtD .forefmnUj. S mannor. of framing tragedy.
af s aad, at the right, were the ruins of
Sda °faenj ,0, A fQW shrubs, and the serried
fall °\e tho vegeflahle garden, lifted their white
6 brick snow'mantled earth and amongst
and boards. Aoross the threshold
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lay a woman'’s body, and, at her side, in the snow, an
unexploded shell.

Had it not been for these, the scene would have
been idyllicaily perfect; but her face robbed the
pioture of its poetry, her eyes turned the brightness
into blackness, her lips made the beauty repulsive.
The nnhumanness of horror had fastened hard every
line of her facoe, The staring eyes were full of dark
grief, even in death. Her hands were clenched at
her thin, white oheeks. The parted lips were crusted
with black blood; and the snow around her mouth
was tinged with red.

There was no shattered breast, no lacerated and
bloody flesh protruding from torn garments, no grue-
someness to show how well a projectile can do its
deadly work. There was no sickening exhibition of
the inconsiderateness of modern savagery. There
was no hint that she had been deprived of life's joy
by a materialistic bullet or by a spiritualistic expo-
nent of the craft of human butchery with a copy of
the Lamb’s Book of Life in his pocket. She lay in
the snow with the red around her mouth and the
horror in her dead, staring eyes; and no man would
say what she had felt or what she had seen.

The young tree and its flower and fruit had been
oruelly destroyed. Into the roots of her life had
been poured an all-oonsuming poison. She had tot-
tered through hell ere she found the sleep that is
stronger than gods. And no one could have looked
into those grief-stricken eyes, and upon that horrid,
rigid face without feeling a sudden numbness of
heart and a quick clouding of the vision. From the
stonyest soul and the thickest head they would have
drawn the tears of pity. From the most rabid
patriot they would have drawn the sympathy that is
closer to the heart of justice than the hate that is
crystallised in a big gun, And one felt that all the
delights of a fabulous paradise could not assuage the
pain ; nor all the divine love of the Man of Sorrows
remove the woe; nor all the purifying powers of the
waters of everlasting life cleanse the stains on tho
snow and on her black lips, or release her features
from their prison of torture.

But why is this irredeemable grief? Why this
irreoompensable sorrow, this suffering unasked, un-
merited, unjustified, that can never be rewarded,
that can never be made fair by a tenfold happiness ?

Were you to parry the question by asking the
woman's nationality, | should be silent. Were you
to speak to me in platitudinous phrases of war, I
should remain wordless. Were you to a3k from
whose guns the shells were fired, I should not
answer. Were you to plead extenuating circum-
stances ; were you to justify murder by murder, dis-
honor by dishonor, savagery by savagery, brutality by
brutality ; were you to lecture by the hour upon the
thousand and one tributary causes to this end ; were
you to lead me back to the known past, and, showing
me tho springs of this inevitable river of red, give me
proofs of the necessity of her torture and murder; |
should let the pioture tell its own story. When
everything is said and done, when every circumstance
is weighed, and every justification is balanced nicely
and properly, there still remains the broken life of that
woman. Murder is murder, whether it be done by a
beetle-browed man for lust of lucre, with the twitoh
of the ooward in his hands and the fire of the brute
in his eyes, or by half-a-dozen smart, young soldiers
behind a gun, with daredevil bravery in their set
faces and grim resolution in their God-loving hearts.

So the pioture said; and perhaps, if you listened to
its quiet voioe, it would tell you, as it told me, that
a hundred glorious victories were as naught compared
to her death. Perhaps you would learn that her
suffering lingered longer in the social heart of
humanity than military rejoicing rang in the ears of
history. Perhaps you would learn that the evil
fumes arising from the quagmire of such crushed
hearts sent a pestilence floating through the social
life-blood that the labors of many oenturies could
not subdue. Perhaps tho pioture would tell you, as
it told me, that the life of one poor woman was of
more importance in the estimation of the rights and
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wrongs of any matter than the most serious states-
man’s most serions lie; and that only nnreason
placed it last and the lie first. The picture might
tell you, as it whispered to me, that all the good
achievements of such a war could never counter-
balance that woman’s woe. It might tell you that
the heaping up of sorrows on a sorrow-laden head
never made the heart lighter, nor the path clearer,
nor the steps less faltering. It might tell you that
the men of most worth, whose labors deserved most
admiration, were the men who recognised that her
happiness or unhappiness was of more social and
ethical significance than all the intricacies of a
diplomacy founded upon Mammon-worship, and who,
reoognising that, sought to relieve the burden and
clear the road. And it might say that, despite every
limitation, every restrictive opinion, their teachings
never lost their truth.

Although admitting all these things, you might not
see what the picture meant; but if it suggested to
you, as it did to me, that, had people acted in accor-
dance with the beliefs they cherished nearest their
hearts, they would not have been led to the hateful
shambles by men in the pull of abstract social forces,
but would have rebelled, and the picture would never
have been painted; what would you say? Then,
perhaps, you would see the folly and crime over-
shadowing all the justifications and necessities to
which you had previously given prominence and
allegiance. Then, perhaps, you might long for the
leaven of reason and be unsatisfied.

So did the picture think confused thoughts for me,
as my eyes looked into hers, and the grief came into
my soul. And after a little the picture became
blurred, and a mist gathered around it; and there
loomed from the mist a great canvas. The dim out-
line of a woman shone from it. She was standing
amidst a mass of dying and dead men. As the mist
cleared | saw tears steal from her closed eyelids, and
run down her white cheeks, and fali on her bosom.
Her arms were outstretched in supplication. Her
body and limbs writhed in pain. And on the band
around her hair was written the word, Reason.

Robert Moreland.

Acid Drops.

Mr. Harold Begbie sings in the Daily Chronicle that he is
“ Going off to Wipe the Kaiser’'s Eye.” We shall be glad to
know the result.

We knew the Kaiser had but one valid arm, but we thought
he had the regulation number of eyes. Mr. Begbie appears
to think he has but one. Two or one, however, we hope they
will both show good form when they meet, but we fancy it's
two to one on the German this time.

Here is a sample of Mr. Harold Begbie's poetry:—

“ The fight may take a little time—little time,
We’ve got to punish William’s crime— Wi illiam’s crime,
But his ships shall never sweep the British sea,
And Belgium, Belgium shall be free 1
There's a cruel wrong, etc.”

Mr. Begbio should be the next Poet-Laureate.

What a number of oracles this War has produced— from
the Kaiser down to Mr. Harold Begbie. One of the most
energetic of them is Mr. Bottomley, whose latest “ solemn
warning ” is worth reading, if only as a sample of what
personal journalism comes to undor semi-religious inspi-
ration. Mr. Bottomley speaks of “ our unique position,”
which, a hundred years ago, would have suited any man
going to be hanged. The fact is, unique positions are
very few; some people gain them by getting born without
fathers; others by getting born with impossible fathers.
There is nothing unique about any position into which
Mr. Bottomley has made his way. For the life of us we
can see nothing unique in a member of Parliament. There
are hundreds of them. There have been and will bo thou-
sands of them. Nor is there anything unique in being the
editor of a society and commercial paper. But that does not
hinder Mr. Bottomley from issuing his solemn warning to the
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British public. He is in a state in which he must speak *
if he will excuse us for saying so, his bosom always 8ffe
oracularly when he takes himself quite seriously. HO0*“
“ Assumes the god,

Affects to nod,

And seems to shake the sphere.” o
Old John Dryden understood the phenomenon, and
have smiled knowingly at Mr. Bottomloy’s “ unique pos*10'

There is a good deal of commonsense in Mr, Bottom'J
article, and a good deal of useful information. *“ Pig8
instance, “ have gone up in Germany from seven to twe 3
two millions.” Such information is very useful, and we
say Mr. Bottomley’s readers are duly grateful. It «
too, that there are fewer pigs in England, which also
carry balm to some readers. Besides, the pig is an inter08
animal, for, as Charles Lamb said, you can do somet »
with every part of him. But it is a puzzle to see *
all these stock economics have to do with Mr. Bottom
pronunciomento, that advertises the Business Goveratn™
once again, which we suspect is a Government with u®a °
principles and Mr. Bottomloy at the top.

B*

“In the name of the people we have spoken,” * |D
tomley says. We don’'t know where he got his cornin'
but neither do we care so long as he refrains from ta i
the pious nonsense he has lately been indulging In n
which, to all appearance, he finds to be less pr0 Bj
than he expected. After all, Mr. Bottomley is a 138
business.

That poor old man, the Pope, is doing all he can for P |2
He has been praying for it. There seems, however
little result. War is still popular iu the higher circleO

lit
Tho Church of England has been officially dea*1®», "

the question of what is called the “ unmarried w3veSeB;0L
the children of soldiers, especially in relation to the fi0 jjjl
of allowances. But surely these allowances are a P djb
and social fact, and should have no reference to i
“ spiritual matters ” as the Archbishop of Cantero J*
paid to deal with. That gentleman has been easl ®ig
mind on the subject at the late meeting of both -H°aprp0
Convocation. He said he had pointed out to the uj.
Minister how dangerous it was to break down the
between married and unmarried wives. But the * TW
of marriage is not at issue in this matter at all
soldier has been living with a woman as his Wit
have children together, the calculation of damage by ”~1
him from them is a purely material one. A bay
comes into the world one way costs the same a3 MNuis®
coming in any other way. It seems to us that Jesus
might have been caught in this archiépiscopal trap-

Militarism doesn’t argue it orders,
aspumes imfalibilityi. Hiearn, at says, amd !}9@ <a
Tennyson sang of the soldiers who fell in the mad,10
charge of Balaclava— “ Theirs not to reason why >
but to do and die. Which is all very well a3 1~ |
on the battlefield, but not elsewhere, and in m. 6 flj(iot8 fj
noti affect soldiers at all as soldiers, or thoir °
officers. One of these matters is religion.
worry freethinking soldiers into professing sonic o
attending “ divino service,” even inflicting °” IoUuDImf
upon them in the attempt. All this, of course, 18 "i9 o”
as well as disgusting. The soldier has a right r;2bt K
religion or no religion, and his officers have no *e< ,
terfero. At 19 té same with thewedicat dogma QA i
tion against typhoid and other maladies. Some m
decline to subjoet themselves to it. They enlisted *
their country’s enemies, and not to play the part o- 0 M
for medical experiment. And their independence 18
the authorities a great deal of trouble. Lor\;i-ci(ﬂ&cye #?
said to be very angry with them, and is reports« *
mined to break their independence down. H® <lejf’
them in some way; probably by giving them 1°8 jifochf*1
than their ineculated eomrades. Bot whe is Lo" e
that he should do this thing? He is a greaﬂ( soldig or
is no dector, and no more-authority .upon tyP~"y,
other disease than the humblest soldier in b18 c’a™ e it
hope his lordship will mind his own business eC ov0l)
future. *“ Stick to your last” i3 a good mot <
Field-Marshals.

L

mL i d,lvltorenor 8 ,0?3C backed up by Mr. H. J\' Brv

(Under Secretary for War), in the House of Com m f¥ !

us as very feeble. Mr. Tennant evidently spoke t°*

tho debate on Mr. Chancellor’s speech on the subjofi' yt
* He did not disguise the fact that he felt J°co(Pe®
ese uninoculated men were a danger to tb®3
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Jn3 that they might carry infection. Lord Kitchener had
felt very strongly on the question, and was about to issue
'Detractions that leave must be sparingly granted to men
w*° declined to be inoculated.”

filiation is a preservative! Those who are not inoculated
v(,aganger to others! Therefore, they must be punished
y Ceing kept as much as possible in the company of others1

, Nr.Chancellor asked if inoculation was a military law that

no law. Mr. Tennant replied that it was— and added

at “military necessity has never known any law.” This

«tement was loudly cheered. Yet the same men are always
d‘ging the Kasier for acting on that very policy t

@ThSre is a town councillor at Inverness who appears to
S a pretty— we suppose we ought to Bay “ pawky ”
ot- We do not see his name in the report that lies

Tliee as, so cannot particularise the gentleman further.

hos °© , r evening someone suggested that the picture-

inthg.Suou™ bo closed as there was an epidemic of measles
the n,town- Whereupon our “ pawky ” friend suggested that
the r nr'hes should also be closed, and for the same reason.

6@ ePort says “ the subject dropped.” We should imagine

*ickedUtllber men wero discussing who was the most

theG tnau' Some favored the Kaiser, and others suggested

NaepAdan <rown Prince, but a quick-witted fellow men-

°SUS " How's that ? ” queried the others. “ Why,”

w Z vy replied the critic, “ He broke all the Ten Com-
ments at once 1” ’ *

Iton(xany Herman soldiers have been decorated with the
w® after the pillage and plunder of towns and villages,

dak tb 11188 *bey haDS Hie thief upon the cross; but now,
'’ “ey hang the cross upon the thief.

(ichil6 employees of the London City Mission appear to be
An ? lbeir lives in the front of the European battlefields,
dgj V®rtisement in the Times informs us that two mis-
ia are with the Naval Reserves at Sydenham, another
k W he White City, and other dangerous centres include
»44 Cattle Market, Holloway, Woolwich, Hounslow,
'"W elssa’ whilst some very heroic men have even
Wood Green and Edmonton.

c’itomporary denies that the cost of living has

SN 8ldr ~ aybo *be ePt°r remembers that Bibles are
"Oder cost.

J*Pict» 8)ebrated Chinese porcelain collection of the late Mr.

lab Morgan has been purchased by Messrs. Duveen

A pd %nl\;%gﬁ(ork,_ _fo_r £800,000. The crockery used at
pper” would hardly fetch more money.

]
*ho are.probably, few people outside Government circles
> been more or less dissatisfied with the proceed-
Lth6 Government Press Bureau. Everybody recognises
a state of war ordinary information cannot
% inTDhtoi,ched. But the absurdity of our press cenwor-
N t hJdlee?ing from tho British public information that
Vi~ been well-known outside tho British Isles has
> Op ~ out over and over again by nearly every
N sDw -newaPapers. Moreover, there have been hl“ta
S S “?68 “»ore than hints—that the censorship bos
N

kctu d to Protect Ministers of the Oovernment from
?rpt2 lato criticism. Now, the Abolitionist,m
February 1, publishes absolute proof of the

Se lhig methods of the Press Bureau. For some time
o Vivisection Society has been publishing

) Soc LR Q82LS5 AR inoculation against typhoid.
M any 4dviOo &f tieadly refused the advertisemeai®, whether
j ate,0Jl > ‘be Press Bureau or not, wo do not know,
a8afv ™ “or aaqn,\ y the Pres3 Bureau issuod a circular
o 'mbL”"ment Pap6M asking them to refuse insertion of
aton P *bat it as tho military authorities think it “ vory
X w 2eg's ofvnldl Yet ko published,” and that its pidli-
te PK)ation ;s y  embarrass tho authorities.” This
X thia™mi).” el .“ Private and confidential (not
in"Bsti- 18 7ecid 6 finite agree with the Abolitionist
‘~rnl  tho , ” ‘bitting below the bolt.” It is not
thiltliiklly and >Giness or badness of inoculation, but
a2 kr!I' let hkv,OneBt dealing.  If tho Consor wishes
~“here” n° 80 openly and boldly. We shall

. i-b°d O{\ V - ®ut this “ private and confi-
‘teedj uationgl f . Hvabibin« in the back threatens the

Ota abro™q fi“fti°m. While we are busy fighting
" 11 18 as well to keep an eye on that
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article at home. Otherwise, we may one day experience
a very rude awakening.

Usually men of God tell us that woman owes every right
and privilege she now enjoys to Jesus Christ. Until he
came she was man’s slave and toy, but he has given her
glorious freedom and independence. As a matter of indu-
bitable fact, that is the direct opposite of the truth. Jesus
himself never uttered his voice on the subject; but his chief
apostle, Paul, did his utmost to narrow woman’s Bphere, and
to deprive her of many liberties ordinarily granted to her in
the Gentile world. Theoretically, he was an advocate of
equality between the sexes (Gal. iii. 28), but in practice he
flatly denied it (1 Cor. xi. 3, 8-10 ; xiv. 34,35 ; 1 Tim. ii. 11).
He held that woman was created to bo man’s drudge. Her
Divinely appointed state was to be one of entire subjection
to man’s will. o

Now, it is very amusing to read Professor David Smith’s
comment on Paul’s insistence on woman’s state of bondage
to man, in his Correspondence Column in the British
Weekly for February 4. Dr. Smith agrees with the apostle,
but endeavors to explain away some of his harshest state-
ments. For example, he asserts that the requirement that
women should keep silence in the churches is merely “ a
local restriction for Corinthian women, “ not a universal
law ” ; but the assertion is utterly groundless. There is no
trace of any “ local restriction '’ whatever in the famous pas-
sage (1 Cor. xiv. 34, 35). The same prohibition is repeated in
1 Tim. ii. H-14; and in both passages woman’s slavery is
declared to be in accordance with the law. In Asia Minor,
where Timothy lived, women served as magistrates, phy-
sicians, lawyers, presidents at games, and the like ; but Paul
maintained that it was wrong for women to hold a status of
such exceptional prominence, saying to Timothy, “ Let a
woman learn in quietness with all subjection.” Professor
Smith’'s comment is, “ And, to my thinking at all events, ha
was absolutely right.” Christianity is woman’s worst
enemy.

The Bible Society is making an appeal for £ s. d. to
meet the special responsibilities imposed on the Society by
the War.” Do they intend to distribute the Gospel of the
Prince of Peace to tha Oriental warriors with the long kuives ?

Sceptics would have been clamorous, says tha Naval and
Military Record, “ if it had been suggested a year ago that
British ships could hit an enemy at 18,000 yards.” And
other sceptics are still more doubtful about Captain Noah’s
old boat, the “ Ark.” By the way, if Old Nick had torpedoed
Noah he would have settled the human race.

The Church Army is appealing for funds to buy a motor-
ambulance for its war hospital in France. How jingoistic
these Christians are.

That holiday-soldier, the Bishop of London, has had a fit
of heroics. He says he would rather be shot in the garden
in front of Fulham Palace than see England a German
province. A very cheap boast.

A new thing in Bible Kultur is an edition in Braille for the
Welsh people. We hardly thought there W6re so many blind
and religious people in that little principality. We must ask
Mr. Lloyd-George.

War news from France! La Matin says that Lord
Kitchener’s family motto is “ Thorough.” This was the
motto before him of Charles Bradlaugb. And it was the

motto before both of them of the great Lord Strafford.
So a little nows may bo picked up in England.

The Prince of Wales went off to the front. We hear

nothing of the Prince of Peace.

The Archbishop of Cologne assures the Germans that
God is with them and they are bound to win. And for a
very curious reason. It is unthinkable, he says, that
Almighty God could lot “ atheistic, freemasonio France " to
trample down free religious Germany. As a matter of fact,
however, Almighty God did lot this happen. What about
Napoleon ? Germany was under his feet 1033 than a hundred
years ago. And she was released mainly by British troops
and a British genoral— of some fame, by tho way. His
name was Wellington.

Leaving Turkey out of tho quostion as Mohammedan, and
really Asiatio, seven European Christian nations have been
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fighting each other for several months, praying to the same
God for the same victory, and Kkilling each other wholesale
to save him from having too much to do. By this means they
do not fall out with their God, nor he with them. Each is
pretty well satisfied, and all is for the best in the best of all
possible worlds. Jehovah and his worshipers seem worthy
of each other, but the logic on both sides seems worthy of
Colney Hatch.

A charwoman charged at a London police-court with
stealing some cooked meat, sausages, a haddock, two
bloaters, a bar of soap, and a box of matches, pleaded that
as she did not eat her dinner she was entitled to take these
articles away with her. She is to be congratulated on her
appetite and digestion. Soap as a hors d'vuvre, and matches
as a savory, make us think that the lady was a lineal
descendant of the prophet Ezekiel.

“ Fearful, devilish, and calamitous as a great war must
be,” said the Archbishop of Canterbury, “ to stand selfishly
aside while vile wrong is perpetrated ” is “ something yet
worse.” Unfortunately, the lookers-on include so many of
the clergy of all denominations.

Dr. Len Broughton is retiring from the pastorate of Christ
Church, Westminster, owing to ill health. South Londoners
who wish to hear the American language spoken properly
will have to attend Dr. Dixon’s services at the Metropolitan
Tabernacle.

From Sir Oliver Lodge \—
“ The result of this War will be more and more to carry

the world back to Christ, the greatest revelation of God we
have had on this earth.”

This is not as strange as it looks, for Christ himself promised
to bring not peace but a sword.

Rev. Dr. Hunter gives what he considers a very remark-
able “ confession ” of Heinrich Heine concerning his per-
sonal experience at the bedside of his dying mother. Here
itis:—

“1 thought over,” said Heine, “ all the great and little
inventions of man, hut nothing would answer. Then 1
commended her to God, and composed a prayer that she
might read it. She was my mother and had always loved
me dearly, and she was going away from me, and this was
all that | could do for her. We are not great, and our hap-
piness is when we can believe in something greater and
better than ourselves.”

Dr. Hunter cites this as an example of the human need for
religion, and as a confession from a Freethinker that at the
last nothing can take the place of religion. The circum-
stances are not quite correctly given by Dr. Hunter, since
Heine was not at his dying mother’s bedside. He was ill in
Paris, lying on the bed that he never left but for the grave.
But the passage is really more of a revelation of Dr. Hunter’s
nature than proof of the need for religion. Heine’'s mother
was religious—a Jewess. Heine had become a very pro-
nounced Freethinker. What should a Freethinker do to a
dying mother whom he loved ? Heine did what we hope
every decent man would do under similar circumstances.
He provided her with what gave her comfort. A Christian
with a freethinking mother might have insisted on forcing
his views on a dying parent. Heine was not built that way.
One of the most touching incidents in his life is connected
with the falsehoods he told his mother. She never knew
how ill he was. Heine took care of that. All the time she
lived, and while he suffered the pains of a terrible disease,
he wrote her letters describing his walks and rides, and the
joyous time he was having. And a son who could feign this
to save a mother the pain of knowing that her son was
suffering from an incurable malady was not likely to fail in
providing her with a prayer— in which he did not believe—
if he thought it would soothe her last hours. We should
have a poorer opinion of Heine had he acted otherwise.
Less theology, and more humanity, might have enabled Dr.
Hunter to give a truer picture of Heine’s nature and motives.

Catholic churches in Irish towns are recruited from the
country districts. “ Cut off the immigration from country
districts to this city,” said a Dublin priest to the writer
of an article in the Literary Digest, “ for twenty-five years,
and our churches would be empty.”

Rev. James Whittam, Vicar of Sherburn, near Malton,
Yorkshire, is charged with having converted to his own
use a cheque for £185, given to the Church Organ Fund
by the late Sir Tatton Sykes. The magistrate granted
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bail, the prisoner in £200, and two sureties of £100 eagj
There are too many of these cases in the Church of England'

At a men’s own meeting at Southend-on-Sea, a speaW
said that “ although Nietzsche attacked Christianity, it wsS
that religion which made men noble, courageous, and strong
such as Nietzsche wanted.” Nietzsche wrote of supermini
not supernumeraries.

In the Times “ Agony Column ” recently, an adverbsO
ment was published commencing, “ Those interested in
resurrection of the dead are invited to read........
followed the name of a pamphlet. Perhaps some other theo
logian will advertise a pamphlet on the immortality of n
soul.

America seems a first-class country for producing i a
cranks, but England, apparently, provides a happy hunhV
ground for them. Sooner or later they come here, they baf
a fairly good time— which usually means a profitable
and then they depart. The curious, but in its way OolE
cant, feature about these propagandists is that no m®. .
what their character, the Christian leaders here do noth®
to discourage them. If they do not patronise them *
their presence, they encourage them by their silence. -~
readers will perhaps remember that this was the
carried out in relation to the notorious Dr. Torrey. .
exposure of him was complete, no one defended him, " '
on the other hand, no preacher in England denounced 01
The game was kept up to the end.

A month ago Truth published an exposed of Pastor Rus5"
who has for some time been exploiting the credulous B ~
public. The charges brought forward are taken
American papers, and are summarised as follows in
issue of Truth for February 3 :(—

“ (1) Pastor Russell was divorced by his wife; (2) e
action brought by the wife for alimony a United b u
court declared that the purpose of a transference of Prg”
worth §20,000 for $300 was to deprive her of her d0O’ 6
‘was a fraud on her’ ; (3) funds ‘ given to the Lord' f° jj9
purpose of Pastor Russell’'s work are paid into limit® jt

bility companies under the complete domination of “ Oy
Russell himself; (4) the Pastor has engaged in ©
flotation ; (5) Pastor Russell sued the Brooklyn d

libel, for associating him in a cartoon with a nU , fiiiil
notorious rascals, and lost the action, the Eagle plea ft
justification; (6) Pastor Russell brought an actw ~
criminal libel against the Rev. J. J. Ross, of
Ontario, for publishing a defamatory pamphlet, this
being brought to an end by the grand jury throwing 0 f
bill after reading the evidence given by the Pastor bif°®

The really instructive thing is, not that these things
occur, but that it should always be left for a nonrel”
paper to make them public.
&

The pious lady who composed “ Safe in the 6>*|
Jesus ” has just died at a great age. Neither seems t° ..
been much in a hurry. And the popularity of the 00 9
greatly diminished now. We have heard that servaB“ 0d
preferred “ Safe in the Arms of a P'liceman.” The bid
was supposed to cover something more substantial.

Admiral Sir J. R. Jellicoe has just broken his silo® »
pay a compliment to the Salvation Army, which he if
“ done an immense amount of good in our country”"
the world generally.” Suppose we drop the word *“
ally ” and ask the Admiral to show us what good tb0O 01
tion Army has really done in England. It is alway3 (Giie
vague way that the Boothite organisation receives itsR !
We should like to hear something more definite. ,H#
start might be made with the Hadleigh Colony a
Belgian Refugees.

The late Lord Londonderry was not a great
as a politician or in any other direction, that we atOuir
of. But there is one saying of his in the House of EOt tl
deserves remembering. It occurred in a discussion
ligious education in the schools, and Lord LoBy~"t#*
was all in favor of compulsion. *“ Some roligioa0 ~cl
must be given,” he said, “ 1 care not what.”
was a fine catholicity about this that deserves tec!>gi
Any kind of a god would do at a pinch, but some o
indispensable. He was not very anxious what ' {0\
religion was in the schools so long as some sort of A
was there. Evidently Lord Londonderry, as a ie.'iJ¢
land and mine owner, knew how well religion 001 jF
turn and that of his class. Hence his readiness *
it.
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To Correspondents.

1 itvenson writes : “ 1 am still reading and enjoying my Free-
after sixteen years, and wish you many years of health

»lake life better for us all.” This correspondent is thanked
gtot cuttings.

h(flIT*BSTEIN wr'tes = “ | have much pleasure in enclosing
tr ewvi& my annual subscription of ten shillings to your
so’rhrariUm ~und. It was indeed gratifying to see the Fund
andtv/ly snPPorted during the disastrous year just ended,
o h B sbo,:fld encourage you to continue on your good work
\b, °© a*l of our party. After all, practical support is what
lett relDre'” With regard to the rest of Mr. Silverstein’'s
P61’ We may no*e tba* ~ r’ B'oote has had a long schooling in
gj lenc® and once waited twelve months for a door to open.
Emith,— Glad you look forward to being able to help the
p Ot °td Freethinker, the best of papers "

g ~ Bali,,—Thanks for cuttings.

Th. EOIUli,s— Glad to hear the Freethinkers are found so useful.
are a change from the pious literature with which the
E is drenched.
kj"' ~B~ings very useful. Much obliged.
iff p -"-Sorry we cannot oblige you.
k, WALL—Much obliged for cuttings.
Won ‘~"A freethinker serving on one of his Majesty’s ship3,
acgy-0lJa short visit to England, would be glad to make the
Rams' , nGe a°y brother Freethinker in or near Canterbury,
tbege? . Margate, Deal, Sandwich, or Ash. Letters bearing
V/._Bdsln'hafs, c/o Miss Vance, will be forwarded to him.
7 Watt.— We are not at all surprised to hear of religious
8ving soldiers tracts telling them they may soon be
athon ~ *bat, if they die unconverted, may go to hell—
have n f Zanders at present appears a good substitute. We
for °f.aeen the tract you name, but we will take your word

Mﬁ'(ﬁis quite in line with the usual impertinent fussiness
- Rij aries.

flatterinp™N i® ua‘iemala).— Your opinion of this paper is very
°t #7 2? * we can only say that we will try and deserve some

Ha o The Freethinker does, in a way,
al™ » ‘mgirdjero~theearti,,” for its readers are scattered
Pow 8t th? globe' Bnd ifc exercises an influence out of all pio-
Jj, "aLi° 1ts actual circulation.

VFI °oi> (Pittsburgh).—Your order came safely to hand, and
fop l« g executed by our shop manager. Wo are ohhgeA to you
rts to establish a “ chain of new3 dealers who keep
A\ H reethinker on sale. From the circular enclosed, we judge
hoJi,t3burgh Rationalist Society to be a “live” body. We
‘“at Mr. Marshall J. Gauvin’s course of lectures met with
~ ccess they doubtless deserved.

I'.J rAD Society, Limits®, office is at 2 Newcastle-street,

18y J”~on-street, E.C.

FJftiosAL Secular Society's office is at 2 Newcastle-street,
Wed) “Bflon-street, E.C.

Witk Re services of the National Secular Society in connection

shgJ-.~nlar Burial Services are required, all communications
hgij he addressed to the secretary, Miss E. M. Vance.

8 the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to
hioi06 NinN-atreet, Farringdon-street, E.C.

Btw Notices must reach 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-
>, *e 0., by first post Tuesday, or they will not be

n Ber® na newspapers would enhance the favor by
j ° _6 passages to which they wish us to call attention.
1>~raturo should be sent to the Shop Manager of the
i,rlsa’ 2 Newcastle-street Farringdon-street, E.G.,
Tol ire,1 h®Editor-
°®oe to Inker wlU he forwarded direct from the publishing
t&tea, an> Part of the world, post free, at the following

*°6ths 2aa8a—0ue year' 10d 6d' : half year' 53<3d' 5 three

Sugar Plains.
XdF® “Yrig

~thogV'Be pami)hwCenl}y tba* *be War has given a fresi
i | for di«. .BRople have found it a convenieu
@I@:Q@db 8i-TH'A1Brg aild receiving information,
fitDtUQ@nt fpnsed at this. In times of crisis, and a
S C?6 It BEoPaSanda the pamphlet takes an eas
“opof a exPressiQOa _as woll as anytbing can ensure
Jal  0header i* economises the énergy and atten
abf° ~iter ha, *i° £s aHo to get in an hour the essenc
Kfiev t°Ollomvon & Say And to terseness on the on
0 exxaa’outa, J°ther, thereis a freshness, a spoi

hi great® main  ef that can seldom be felt in a bool
ip CivilVart in criHUb tbo Polet has, Pla
P as » al >nEnd tiCal Perfods of the WOI’|(pS h%tgr(}
Asa of nlad’ for example, was carried on fo
K fiio othc? mPbleta- Thousands were issued o

njtoce ,:aa patn, jAton’'s immortal Areopagatica wa
@ v 'V atioty ut- The pre-revolutionary period i
te great * War of pamphlets. Swift an,
Pamphleteers, In England, in th
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late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, the war
against orthodox Christianity was mainly carried on by
means of pamphlets. The pamphlet appears in a time of
crisis because it manages to combine a great deal of the
permanence of the book and the freshness of the newspaper,
without the bulk of the one or the evanescence of the other.

But, alas, the poor pamphleteer ! If he lives in times of
crisis, he is soon forgotten when the crisis is past. Of course,
this is not true of the men whose positions are assured
apart from their pamphleteering ; but it is true of the great
host of smaller men who play an important part in the
affairs of their time. People are generally imposed upon by
size—just as they call the present War the greatest in
history, when all they mean is that it is the largest—and
the bulk of a book impresses them. Five or six hundred
pages may be too many to read, the matter may be too
windy to be interesting, or the subject too obscure to be
mastered; but it is a solid block of paper, and that is some-
thing. A pamphlet is soon read, easily cast aside, and
its services quickly forgotten. And the pamphleteer is so
often a fighter in an unpopular cause, with neither the influ-
ence nor the money to secure the limited measure of immor-
tality that might otherwise be his. On the other side, the
vested interests of a country, the powers that be, are not at
all interested in the preservation of his work; quite the
contrary. The world knows nothing of the thousand and
one pamphleteers who fought for the abolition of slavery,
for a free press, and against the hideous orthodoxy of the
eighteenth century. They were unpopular in their day—
hence their value to the race— and contemporary writers
“ of repute” say as little as possible about them. Later
writers go to these contemporary respectabilities for infor-
mation, and so the game goes on. Defeated error generally
has one revenge at hand—it buries its conquerors. If
history could only be written with omniscience and absolute
fairness, many a great reputation and many an epoch-marking
movement would be seen to be really the work of unknown
and unhonored pamphleteers.

There will be no more catalogues of books to sell by
Bertram Dobell. It is no use complaining. We must accept
the fact. But the name of Dobell does not pass out from
the world of books. His sons, Percy and Arthur, have just
issued their first catalogue. They intend to carry on his
business, and we wish them every success. Their address
is 77 and 54 Charing Cross-road, London, W.C.

A fine photogravure portrait of Bertram Dobell can be
obtained from the same address: octavo size, 6d.; quarto
size, Is. They are really works of art.

“ Business as Usual ” is evidently the motto of the
Bradlaugh Fellowship. A *“ Social Party” has been ar-
ranged for Wednesday, February 24, at the Borough of
Shoreditch Radical Club, New North-road, N. There are to
be brief addresses by “ Well-known Freethinkers,” also
vocal and instrumental music, and dancing. It commences

at 8 o’clock, and admission is free.

The Germans have removed the Ferrer Monument in
Brussels. It was placed there by the Progressives of all
Europe, and will be put back there by the same hands—
unless the Gormans have basely destroyed it to gratify
the monarchical and military party in Spain.

The Japanese have been engaged in drawing up a list of
twenty-nine of the world’s heroes. Dr. Tokutaro Itu has
now written to Lady Hooker, informing her that her late
husband, Sir Joseph Dalton Hooker, has been selected as
one of that number. In the present state of the world, the
selection of the great botanist does Japan infinite credit. If
the public of this country were asked to select twenty-nine
heroes, we expect the list would be made up of generals and
admirals. Heroic, to the Western mind, seldom conveys
more than an idea of physical fighting. It is good to find
the Japanese giving the word a wider and a higher meaning.

Calvinism may be fatalistic, but Scotsmen do not take any
chances. A North-Britisher took poison, cut his throat, and
jumped out of a top window. The drop from the third floor
settled him, and the outlay on the poison was mere extra-
vagance. A more canny countryman would have joined the
Army, and been paid for his trouble.
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The Distribution of Animal Life.—III.

(Concluded from p. 107.)

In the Ethiopian Region, which comprises all South
and tropioal Africa, the most striking representatives
of the mammalian fauna are the elephant, lion, pan-
ther, and rhinoceros. The last-named animal is
represented by three species. The zebras and the
recently defnnct quagga are restricted to this region.
It contains at least two species of chimpanzee. The
antelopes are more numerous here than anywhere
else, hut, singularly enough, the Ethiopian does not
possess one single species of deer. Another surprising
feature is the total absence of bears. The hippo-
potamus, however, is a native of this region, but
the lemurs, which are so extremely numerous in
Madagascar, are very few and far between. Curiously
enough, the fauna of Ethiopia, more closely approaches
that of the Oriental Region than that of the adjoining
island of Madagascar. Various birds abound both in
the Oriental and Ethiopian. The same is true of the
lion and panther, while the elephant and rhinoceros
are distinctly special to these two, now widely sep-
arated, regions.

The four minor divisions of the Ethiopian Region
are the East, West, and South African, and the Mas-
earene. The first of these includes the larger part of
Central Africa, as well as the Eastern area itself.
Abyssinia, Arabia, and Southern Egypt are all em-
braced by it. To the south of the Sahara it traverses
Africa to the Atlantic, while its lower territory is
limited by the river Gambia, and where it extends
beneath the West African, this Eastern sub-region
again stretches across the continent. This tract of
land is the home of the Gelada baboon, and a couple
of rodents are peculiar to it. The giraffe and the
rhinoceros rarely range beyond it, but this to some
degree is due to the encroachments of man. Among
birds, a shrike and boatbill are special to it, but there
are few striking features in its animals as a whole.

The West African division is bounded on the south
by the Congo. Among its animals are the gorilla and
the chimpanzee, while two lemurs are confined to this
area. There are a few other mammals, but scarcely
any of special note. Its birds are of acommon African
character. The West African is, however, the dwell-
ing-place of a species of Pitta, the only representative
of this Oriental genus that is met with in Africa.

The South African sub-region has among its popu-
lation a hyaena and a dog, as well as the golden mole.
Altogether, eighteen genera of mammals are re-
stricted to this area.

A far more interesting and puzzling province is the
Mascarene or Malagasy sub-region. This division, in
the words of Dr. Wallace, “ comprises besides Mada-
gascar, the islands of Mauritius, Bourbon, and Rod-
riguez, the Seychelles and Comoro Islands.” Many
naturalists, Haeckel among them, regard Madagascar
—a large island about three times the size of England,
which lies 250 miles from the east coast of Africa—
as a relic of a vast continent which, in a past geo-
logical period, reached aorosa the Indian Ocean. This
submerged continent is the famous Lamuria. Accord-
ing to this view, in addition to Madagascar, the other
islands just named represent surviving fragments of
the same land mass. This hypothesis is supported by
several considerations. The geological strata of the
Seychelles islets furnish striking evidences of contin-
ental origin, while the deposits of Madagascar yield
even stronger testimony of the continental character
of that island. Yet its animal life is quite dissimilar
to that of the Ethiopian Region, which is remarkable,
considering its nearness to Africa.

Madagascar contains, or has recently contained,
twenty-eight distinct genera of mammals, three only
of which are represented in adjacent Africa. As Dr.
Lydekker testifies:—

“ This is by no means all, for out of these three
genera, two [Hippopotamus and Sue] are such as have
probably crossed the intervening channel, although at a
time when it was narrower than at present, while it is
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just possible that the third [Crocidura]l] may have t®6*
introduced by human agency.”

Moreover, not only are many genera of Matd
gascar's mammals utterly unknown in Afrioa,
they are quite foreign to all the world basics8
The wealth of mammalian life in the Ethiop®d
Region, its huge cats, baboons, man-like apas» “
ostriches, and many other organisms would, natnraliji
presuppose their existence on a neighboring is'an’
But, with the exception of the just mentioned b“3
pig and an extinct hippopotamus, not one is found >
Madagascar, while the absence of sanguinary baas
of prey has permitted the evolution of an army 0
lemurs, whose species greatly outnumber ail theotb0
non-volant mammalia of the island. The Lsmnrid-
are of some special interest to ns as they lie in ",
line of human descent, and it is worth noting tn*'
apart from Madagascar, these animals are nov? r
stricted to the Ethiopian and Oriental Ragi°o0
although they have left their remains in the 0lig°°aC
deposits of Western Europe and, probably, (8
where. -

We must now rapidly review the leading d®
bntional phenomena of the remaining regions. BGi°*
man decimated its animal population, Ethiopia,
likelihood, contained the richest mammalian fa0
which our earth, with one or two exceptions, /V
ever known since these higher organisms oame i°,9
being. The Indian, or better, the Oriental RagiO0™.
also abundantly opulent in animal life. The 8
regions of the Oriental are the Indian, Caylo°€ '
Indo-Chinese, and Malayan. The tailless apss ®©
represented by the gibbon and the orang of Bof
and Sumatra. A common animal is the tig '
although this oreature sometimes wanders into
boreal areas of the Paliearotio. Bears, various
many deer, a strange lemur (Tarsius), the Ip“ @
elephant, the Malayan tapir, and three specie8
rhinoceros are natives of this region. The porcap
flying squirrels, the scaly ant-eater, and other
mala rebido within it, although these forms
sometimes range outside it. The Oriental avif-
is particularly rich; the extensive family of babbl
thrushes is nearly confined to it; while some of ~
most brilliantly plumaged of the pheasant group
entirely or mainly restricted to it. Cuckoos, par. ij
and bee-eaters abound among the multitudinous
population of the Oriental realm.

The Neotropical Region consists of South A@OG
with the West Indian Islands, and the larger paf ~
Central Amerioa. From its geographical positio® fif)
are entitled to anticipate a particularly peculiar fft™
and numerous indeed are the families of birds
mammals special to this region. In addition ty
imposing list of animal families restricted tO ™ fit
Neotropical shares with the neighboring Nearctld (
sole possession of the humming-birds, the AmOr fe3
vultures, and various other families of feat®
bipeds. Several speoies of tapirs, the carni?°y
puma and jaguar, opossums, the skunk, Basss*
a form related to the hears—are amongst the t
mals either confined to the Neotropical °r
ranging beyond it. oo

The Neotropical is split op into four anb-r*»
the Chilian, Brazilian, Mexican, and West A’E
The Chilian includes Patagonia and moat of
and is strikingly distinguished by various ">
groups. Among these characteristic organise*3”"-
family of rodents. There are two genera of
dilios, some other pREMiaF rodERta, amd thd *
Huanaco, Vicuna, and Llama of the genus A
Among the Aves, one family, and several 6
of birds, including Rhea, are all limited
subregion. t

The Brazilian area is practically the same d
oountry of Brazil itself, and contains the great P
land of South America. It is the abode of alro“3 (i
the arboreal organisms of the
Three monkeys are unknown elsewhere, aO P(rE
Tapirs of the genus Tapirus are to be nun>ly
with its other isolated animals, such as th&
ant-eater, some Armadillos, a sloth, and a
host of generic birds.
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The Mexican sub-region, as its central position
ould suggest, is to some extent intermediate in
aracter to the more southern Neotropical and the
ore northern Nearctic. Compared with these areas,
isa poverty stricken land. Nevertheless, it too has
8 Peculiar animal types. It has its own special
0Qurain Tapir, but its Bassaris is now known to
Oam>to the Nearctic. There is, however, a genus
bo ~j06. wkioh never strays beyond the Mexioan
KO _aries. And although no families of birds can
in. rechoned among its specific fauna, Dr. Wallace
@°Jra ua that 37 genera of terrestrial birds are
a hoed to it, every one of which may be regarded

aocest 166~ descendants of Nearotic and Neotropical

Iclfil0 ~ eo’Y°pieal Region is completed by the West
tiat an B 're8'on’ 1“is looked upon by some soien-
8 aa an anomalous area, and with reason. The
' °S Ama™an continent are completely
9 ]Ia8; not one of the West Indies contains a
norsé monk°y or carnivorous mammal. But the
tvn  Primihive mammals, the rodents and insec-
arei8 are represented by special forms. The birds
aonh ~ 8Pe’ialised also: one genus (Todus) occurs
n fhe in the world. Yet this bird genus is
19a,J distributed throughout the West Indian
teta(\ 8>and has evolved various ourious forms. The
sin, hin8 members of the avian order are not so
Ne™, arl as ~hey are distinguished by pronounced
&Jrepical affinities.

Thisé r*°8Ya™an Region must now be surveyed,
al, ~logical region is the most remarkable of
anija] “OI'p s the last refuge ground for many
life S ~hich have been eliminated in the fierce
Wh ruSgle which obtains eleewhere. There are
a feasQaNAe bird families nearly special to it,
An? 8C<9 only expending beyond its borders.
8\ nf/ ra*an area is distinguished by the impres-
it is the habitat of almost all the

fiidg @, 0'8, ®ne family only of these pouched mam-
Aa the °?wkere. exists, and that in Central America.
AustralianRegion consists not only of the

tij ectinent itself, but includes its enoiroling,
evolutionist fully expects to find marked

Ca and variation in the marsupial forms in-
atiQd .§ each zoological province. And this expeot-
DaCfri8 c°mpletely realised. Many of the earlier
tovej ,18"8were so deeply impressed by the strikingly
tegida h™8  mammalian life which prevail in this
tkat the really wonderful peculiarities of its
fealiggp0 were ko some extent unnoticed. It is now
Elands ’,bowever>that Australia and its environing
gtan,,, fabm the habitat of a large population of
*&t°a,rkahi The parrots of this region are a
Ceases ™ r*tll an<* diverse group. Its pigeons have
n to an extraordinary extent, and their im-
~Snes @ler8 are doubtless due to the entire
ar@f predatory mammals. Most of these
finiagB °t injectively oolored, as their green

Buent. Imoniaes with the leafy forests they
v O 8K = .
@sSion. j. ‘'visions are allotted to the Australian

»> the 6x. 6 Papuan, or Austro-Bialayan, consists
Glae northern parts of Australia itself,

fr t up to’ ielac]de to the west of Australia,
iddai the unru 6 boundaries of the Oriental. Apart
'ctly Co aern strip of Australia, this sub-region
be8 Pecnlia ~08ed pf islands whose fauna is in many
Qee so-..,r' t Is true that here the Marsupials
5{; are a few curious genera.
kanva«* ~preopsis dwells in Now Guinea. The
ej?8eWBlaaj Oor.is BPa’ial to this island and North
~ aer exol =.°ther strange animals there are whioh

*Ther 000n~y tbis area or very seldom

'VnVI63»but~v8ll snb-region has few outstanding
Bs Th- .0 -Australian traot is distinctly note-
bin -S* ~be 8reat centre of the Marsupials
ij. Platyrm003"8 f'hat remarkable oreatnre, the duok-

Ui*Mals  *Lbein8 found here only. Those pouohed
~ed to if Combats, Koala, and others, are
a>Waiia ' And as regards the birds of this

Ce discovered a larger proportion of
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peculiar forms than in any other sub-region in the
world.

The faunal phenomena of New Zealand—a province
of the same region—are extensive and peculiar. Its
animal life has been exhaustively studied by Hutton
and others, and their researches lead to the conclu-
sion that the two islands known as New Zealand are
zoologically a thing apart. An examination of their
rocks proves that these islands are continental in
character. Nevertheless, New Zealand has few mam-
mals, and not one of any size. It has two bats, a dog,
and a rat, but these last were introduced by the Poly-
nesian immigrants. But the birds of New Zealand
were wonderful. The amazing development of huge
flightless or “ wingless ” avifauna which the island
witnessed would have been impossible but for the
total absence of carnivorous mammals. Their only
indigenous enemies were great birds of prey, con-
siderably larger than the golden eagle, and related
to the kites and falcons whioh, doubtless, took terrible
toll of the young of the larger, and decimated the
ranks of the smaller birds, both old and young.
All, or nearly all, of the giant birds are now extinct,
but the quaint little Apteryx still survives, and is
found in New Zealand alone. The effects of the
disuse of organs are well illustrated in the avifauna
of this sub-region as a whole. In addition to the
before-mentioned birds, an ancient parrot and the
New Zealand rails, among others, are either flightless
or very weak of wing. Of this sub-region’s reptiles,
the stranded Hatteria, that strange survivor of long,
past times, is the most striking. But New Zealand
stands forth as, perhaps, the greatest natural aviary
the world has ever known. Dr. Lydekker’'s Catalogue
of the Fossil Birds cf New Zealand contains an aston-
ishingly copious list of feathered fauna. And these
birds still remain, for all practical purposes, as a part
of the living population of the island, as their dis-
appearance from their isolated habitat is of such
very recent date.

We have now concluded our outline of the leading
faunal features of our globe. The snbjeot is a vast
one, whioh has many bearings on various branches of
scientific study. Those that pursue this really fasoi-
nating subject beyond the limits imposed by these
articles will be amply rewarded for their pains.

T. F. Palmer.

The Bible and Common Sense.

A coob many years ago the late Professor Huxley,
who was a very careful writer and speaker as a rule,
went out of his way to extol the Bible as the most
wonderful book in English literature—a book worthy
alike of admiration and reverence. In his panegyric,
however, he did not point out that the Bible in its
teaching was opposed to modern science, and was
not only unhistorio, but that many of its ohapters
were distinctly immoral. Suoh a statement | rejoice
to know, was made many years before by an honest
old gentleman, who was also a bishop of the Church
of England—I mean the late Bishop of Natal—Bishop
Colenso.

It is a matter of congratulation to me, however,
that Mr. Bottomley, in his New Religion, does not
claim the Bible as a book of Divine revelation.
He is content with saying that the Bible must
be put in its proper place “ as the best and grandest
of all the old Eastern allegories and poems, owing
much of its imagery to the Bibles of earlier religions,
but full of glorious wisdem and inspiration.” But
even Mr. Bottomley does not mention the fact that
the Bible, as it stands, is not quite the book to be
put into the hands of children—indeed, it oontains,
as ho must be aware, many passages that oould not
be read before a promiscuous audience of ladies and
gentlemen without shocking their tender suscepti-
bilities. Many conscientious Christians have urged
that for Secondary Schools, at least, an expurgated
edition of the Bible should be used; but for ordinary
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use in Sunday Schools, the present Authorised Ver-
sion is considered quite good enough. Why is this ?
Are the children attending Secondary Schools more
sensitive in matters of sexual morality than the
children attending ordinary schools ? Why this
distinction ?

But why is Mr. Bottomley so infatuated with a
book of Eastern legends and allegories? Simply
because he was taught in his childhood to regard
the Bible as a sacred book containing the beginning
and end of wisdom on almost every subject; and
though he has lived long enough and learned enough
of science and history to modify his view on the
subject, he still regards it as “ the best and grandest
of all the old Eastern allegories and poems ”—and
“ full of glorious wisdom and inspiration.”

Now, | should be the last person in the world to
deny that the Bible contains some very noble pas-
sages and some exquisite gems of wisdom, some
beautiful sentiments poetically expressed; and yet
it may be doubted whether a book of Eastern alle-
gories is the best book upon which to found a
modern religion that is to meet and satisfy the
requirements of the growing intelligence of a free
and enlightened people.

It must be remembered that these fine passages to
which | have referred are to be found in a book, after
diligent search, mixed up with incredible stories of
the creation of the world and the manufacture of
the first man out of the dust of the earth, the story
of the Flood, the confusion of tongues during the
building of the Tower of Babel, the narration of the
lives of Abraham, lIsaac, and Jacob, the stories of
the plagues of Egypt, and many other stories that
are neither good Eastern allegories nor poems, and
are utterly devoid of wisdom or inspiration.

NUsop's Fables and the Arabian Nights tales contain
some very fine allegories, but 1 am not quite sure
that the words of wisdom they contain would be
good enough, in Mr. Bottomley's estimation, upon
which to found a new religion. Nor am | sure that
the Bible contains th8 best or grandest poems to be
found in the literature of the world. It contains
some poetry that no doubt is very good in its way,
but it is doubtful whether the poetry of the Bible
will bear comparison with the beat poetry of the
more modern poets.

Some excellent poetry, for example, may be found
in such books as Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Isaiah, and
several of the minor prophets; but who would be
bold enough to say that the poetry of the Bible out-
rivalled in beauty of expression or depth of thought
some of the best poetry of Shakespeare, Milton,
Chaucer, Shelley, or Byron? The poetry of the
Bible at best only expresses the mental state of evo-
lution of the poet; it is always very human ; some-
times it is very faulty in character, both in expres-
sion and sentiment, notwithstanding the fact that it
has been altered and improved by successive genera-
tions of revisers. Even the plays of Shakespeare
have undergone frequent revision to bring certain
expressions in them more in unison with modern
ideas; and who can doubt that many of the poetical
expressions of the Bible have been modified and
altered from time to time by the learned revisers, to
the same end, so that we cannot be sure that they
represent the exact state of mind of the writers at
the time of writing.

But though we can still find some fine poetry and
lofty sentiments in the Bible, it is equally true that
we can find some very bad poetry and demoralising
teachings in that so-called Holy Book.

The moral of the whole thing is obviously this:
not to limit the scope of our reading if we want to be
free from all narrowness of thought and feeling; let
us seek for the good and true in every direction. We
can find sound philosophy and noble sentiments
among the writings and sayings of Greek and Roman
philosophers and thinkers. We can find lofty senti-
ments and profound wisdom among the ancient
Egyptians and the religions literature of the pious
Chinese; and we can find fine poetry among the
Pagans as well as among the Christians. Why

should we go in ecstasy over an old book of Eastern
allegories when there are so many books of far mor6
value to the world in their scientific, ethical, a0
social ideas than the Bible ? Or, if there is no sing'6
book of greater value, there are certainly books fro®
which, if we select the best from each one of theffli
contain more poetry, better philosophy, and to®
rational ideas on religion than is to be found in
the books of the Bible put together. Let
Bottomley consider this point, and then perhaps I®
will talk less of the wonderful book of Eastern
allegories and poems that are a source of wisdo®

and inspiration to mankind. Aethur b MosSs,

Christian Apologetics.

Mr. John Page Hopps.

In a booklet which professes to give “ A ecientifi®
basis of belief in a future life,” the author, Mr. J°a
Page Hopps, states towards the end of the denon
stration : “ 1 do not at all profess that it is tB°t9
than a basis, but | do think that it is more thao
theory or a hypothesis, grounded as it is on sol
though as yet, little comprehended facts and

Just so; if we can find a “ basis” grounded on so
facts, that will be something to start with; tbo08
I was not aware that we possessed any such f& 6
In commencing his scientific elucidation, Mr.

Hopps s a y S N
“ We have too long been accustomed to talk ot jj
dead in a vague, dreamy, unreal way........ as thongmS

they really existed at all, they existed in a sa
solemn, and stately way, in a condition of being O~
like ours that we should feel it would be almost shoo

i

to talk of them, for instance, as laughing.” j!

This view, Mr. Pago Hopps thinks, reveals the ~
“ that we have been making up for a want of rQa i,
by an exuberance of solemnity,” and that undero0 »
all our poetry and sentiment there 3 very little 8~
reality or clear thought. In hi3 desire to effect s°
alteration, he says :—
“ 1 want to get myself and others accustomed t®”"
thought that if people exist in another world the?
as people, not as fantastic, stately, solemn, or dr% g
spectres ; that if a man exists beyond the change c
death, he is still a man, unchanged except that h®
put off his body, and glided behind the veil ~»
Future Life can mean only one thing, if it is t° s-
reality, and not a mere sentiment and solemD‘p
delusion,— it can only mean the actual going-on 0, J
human being in spite of the incident called ldsat
it is not that it is nothing.” ey
Just eo. Why, certainly—And if not, why~ijs
But the very natural question arises, “ if a ma® %
beyond the change oalled death ” after “ he
off his body” as he might his overcoat, Ho# ~
of him will there be left? What is a man 'yl
his body ? His brain, which, everyone alio™’
in some way connected with consciousne®”
thought during his lifetime, remains in the
after death. What is there, then, when the 0a/
dead, that can truly be said to live and exist ? jW
| can imagine hearing someono say, the “B j ¥
“ spirit.” But what is meant by those term8
it something that dwelt within the mantoK,
during life, which, after death, has the power  Jit
apart from the body. If so, it looks very
the old demoniacal possession—with a di®jj#
Proceeding with his “ scientific basis,” Mr
says :

N

lin our study of the unseen Universo ﬂ%y
standpoint of Science, and in appealing to
evidence, it must ever be borne in mind that

once between Matter and Spirit, whatever that

may be, is not the difference between the kB A
the unknown, the conceivable and the inc®Bi,0/?
To the unscientific mind, indeed, this is

really scientific mind knows perfectly well 1~
absolutely ignorant as to the real nature a0“
Matter.”

Now here, at ths outset, | must confess to p°
“ an unscientifio mind” ; for to me “ the “
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tfeen Matter and Spirit” is that of the known to
, eUnknown—the known being Matter and the un-
rOQM Spirit.  And if 1 do not exactly know “ the
nature ” of Matter, | am positively certain that
now a great deal more about the latter than | do
i ‘the real nature” of Spirit. And here | should
?to ask Mr. Hopps what he knows about “ the real
, ,ara” of Spirit, which, we are told, is immaterial,
“ n°t cognisable to any of the five senses—a fact
ef calls for some explanation, both as to the
n €&t and the mysterious source of his knowledge.
ntinuing, Mr. Page Hopp3 says :(—

“ It is confessedly true that the ideal world, or world
°t Conscience, is immeasurably more vital than what is
usually called the world of Matter........ It is the mind
hat controls the body........ Spirit, or whatever we call

hat unit of vital power and volition, vivifies and
employs it.......... Schools of Science also admit that Life
Conscience and Thought are more demonstrable than
he existence of matter itself. Even the scientific mate-
jhalist has to admit it........ States of mind are more real
«° us than states of Matter, and what we really know
not the actual condition of what affects us, but only

All °r We are a™ec”en'”
tecti hi8>*h a metaphysical sense, is of course par-
ty”? ire’ seuea”™ons are produced in the mind by
~orldWe S6e’ ~sar, fOObB taste, and smell in “ the
u of Matter ” around us. Of these sensations
~olnfcely certain. It is, however, asserted
Bri,. exs8tence of the objects which produced the
V ;-00*In the mind is not so certain. This we
W[n . t0the case with very young children when
i ,aiDg to distinguish external objeots, and learn-
*6 “ calculate their relative distances; but Mr.

V 8 a*ressing adults who know that the exist-

at “ the world of Matter ” is quite as certain
that of the sensations produced on the mind.

"aa a simple matter of faot, consciousness
are not “ more demonstrable than the
ts ence ?t Matter itself.” To Mr. Hopps himself
a”asciousness and thoughts require no demon-
n &tempts to make his sensations
"HIQt° others, he will soon find that they are not
8 demonstrable than the existence of Matter.
uesqi,lm e’ N ns ’ma(?ino Mr. Page Hopps, one
jxaaay evening, standing in the neighborhood of
out f NS ®onntain in Victoria Park, with his
V8jjj. Wretched pointing towards it. In less than
*a surrounded by a big crowd. “ My
“itoj kO says to the audienoe gathered around
48h8at= ve come here to demonstrate to you that
°i pain which I now experience from an
«0Qaf °Qth is far more real than the existence of
8 Ar plai objeot at which I am pointing.” How
H tQu a8e Hopps going to demonstrate to his
Wit mlL at he came to demonstrate ? He cannot
sith, "Mey all know that the Fountain is there
go ur,2? demonstration. They can see it, they
AdBit- hi 8%PaaQd fO0l it> they can take a drink
H ¢ j~ey eannot feel his toothaohe. Some
k t Uoul may bis word that he aotually has
B*b a ¢ 6asant sengation; bus they wiH aH comsider
wgRUY A no” an imbecile. Of course, if Mr.
Eymije a9,.7 0 °nly person in the world, the matter
tkQ3f ﬁgg}r&ht . THe Woulld Mhimself fise ™iope "cer-
t exi aeloss of pain wHioH He felt than of

ty’\éd hi020 any material objects whioh 8§UF=
I thpQ ~ Q@ he is not the only person in the
' tie thr. are others. And this faot indicates

b3aig’gﬁ acy gemes in.

)

Continuing his “ scien-

i ~r- Page Hopps says :—

II(uSWUner world of Consciousness is the only one
‘“tcucy j firsthand— the external world is only an
t e*y luentO! our Bonsations. But our sensations are
eBs?> and a : they are in fa0* states of Conscious
~Nted n°t one of them resembles the object that

of"I** ght, color, sound, taste, smell, aro all
c I0Usues8 onRciousne8S: what they are boyond cou-
itnaiv3 existen00s, per se, we cannot know, we
6 know (.jpUe;)fi°cause we can only conceive them as

of

Tiij

Of course, true in a cer-

8lI'aHdOrQ esPQoially in H10 oaae of very youn
\ero therey but one person yi%]/ thg
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world, say Mr. Page Hopps himself, it might be fully
admitted; but, as already stated, there ars others.
Let us take, for instance, a sensation produced by
sight. Waves of light from the object enter the
pupil of the eye, and impinge upon the retina at the
back; the picture there formed is transmitted along
the optic nerve to the brain, and, becoming known
to Consciousness, the object is said to be “ seen.”
Now, a thousand different persons, who in this way
“ saw” the same object, have all precisely the same
picture of it in their minds. How do | know this ?
Well, let us suppose that a photograph of the material
object is taken, and passed round to all who had seen
it. What would be the result? Why, every one of
the thousand, Mr. Page Hopps included, would im-
mediately recognise the picture, and oould give it a
name—" That is a photo of the Marble Arch ” would
be repeated by one and all. From the latter fact,
also, we have proof that the image pictured in the
mind does resemble “ the object that excited it”"—
that is to say, in a general view of the whole. How
else could the photograph be recognised by everyone
who had seen the original ? Of course, if small por-
tions of the object were examined piecemeal under a
microscope, it would be seen that what had appeared
in a general view to be smooth and solid, was really
rough, jagged, and full of indentations, etc.; but this
faot does not affect the question. What material
things are in themselves, beyond what they appear to
the naked eye, does not matter a scrap ; we do know
them—at least, sufficiently well—by means of the
five senses.

After giving illustrations through three or four
pages of “ the limitations of our senses,” Mr. Page
Hopps says —

“ 1 do not profess to have demonstrated anything thus
far ; but I think it has been shown that the world of
Mind is the world of realities and explanations, and
that all conditions and movements of Matter are to that
world what the tool is to the craftsman or the instru-
ment to the musician. Matter affects us; waves im-
pinge upon the senses; thought under physical
limitations is accompanied by physical phenomena.........
The mind might be compared to an Arabian escort
attending a caravan, which, with its cumbrous bales
and its sick and infirm, drags its weary length a stage or
so daily; but only release this escort from its charge,
and it starts off, nor can hardly the winds overtake it.”

We thus arrive at the grand conclusion that “ the
world of Mind is the world of realities ” : Mind is
the workman, Matter the tool; Mind is the musician,
Matter the instrument. The body, which is a mere
form of Matter, is the instrument and tool of the
Mind. The Mind is hampered in its aotion by the
body; but when at death it “ puts off the body,” it
becomes as free as the wind, and is then able to soar
to unknown heights. Is this happy result a real,
undoubted, scientific fact ? or is it a colossal mare’s
nest? Have we sufficient evidence to prove conclu-
sively either alternative ? This question 1 must
leave to the next paper, which will, of course, deal

with all the evidence adduced. abracadabra.

Theosophists and other occult folk may take
grace. A recent Times “ Agony” reads as
“ Buddha, my beloved, my heart feels your misery; courage,
patience; sixth mossage.— Mizpah Milady.” This looks as
if Buddha has forgotten the “ path ” and taken the wrong
turning.

heart of
follows:

The pious Daily Mail says that “ the new and popular
greeting when two Germans meet in the street is “ God
punish England.” Yet Mr. Hilaire Belloc and so many
courteous clergymen are constantly assorting that the
Germans aro Athoists.

Thero is a new book called The Conquering Jew, We have
not read it, but we wonder if it means the Kaiser. He is
evidently related to the God of Israel, and the Old Testament
is his favorite book. Then, too, that nose of his. But we
must beware, or our own will not be safe. German spies are
everywhere. Ask Mr. Blatchford.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday
and be marked “ Lecture Notice ” if not sent on postcard.

COUNTKY.
I ndoor.

Birmingham Branch N. S. S. (Buskin Hall, 145 Victoria-road,
Aston): 6.30, F. E. Willis, “ The Heresies of Robert Burns.”

PROPAGANDIST LEAFLETS. New lIssue. 1. Christianitya
Stupendous Failure, 3. T. Lloyd; 2. Bible and Teetotalism, J. M.
Wheeler; 3. Principles of Secularism, C. Watts; 4. Where Are
Your Hospitals ? R. Ingersoll. 5. Because the Bible Tells Me
So, W. P. Ball; 6. Why Be Good? by G. W. Foote. The
Parson's Creed. Often the means of arresting attention and
making new members. Price 6d. per hundred, post free 7d.
Special rates for larger quantities. Samples on receipt of
stamped addressed envelope.—Miss E, M. Vance, N. 8. S.
Secretary, 2 Newcastle-street, Farricgdon-street, E.C.

LATEST N. S. S. BADGE.—A single Pansy
flower, size as shown ; artistic and neat design
in enamel and silver; permanent in color; has
been the means of making many pleasant
introductions. Brooch or Stud fastening, 6d.
Scarf-pin, 8d. Postage in Great Britain Id.
Small reduction on not less than one dozen.
Exceptional value.—From Miss E. M. Vance,
General Secretary, N. S. S., 2 Newcastle-street, London, E.C.

THE LATE

CHARLES BRADLAUGH, MP.

A Statuette Bust,

Modelled by Burvill in 1881. An excellent likeness of the great
Freethinker. Highly approved of by his daughter and intimate
colleagues. Size, 6J ins. by 8f ins. by 4£ ins.

3/-
two, 1/6.

Plaster (lvory Finish) .
Extra by post (British Isles): One Bust, 1/-;

The Pioneer Press 2 Newcastle-street. E.C ;
Miss E. M. Vancje, Secretary, N. S. S.

or,

All Profits to be devoted to the N. S. S. Benevolent Fund.
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Determinism or Free WH*p
By C. COHEN.

Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.

A clear and able exposition of the subject i’
the only adequate light— the light of evolution

CONTENTS.

I. The Question Stated.—IIl. ‘'* Freedom” and “ W ill."""»
Consciousness, Deliberation, and Choice.—1V. Some AbeS
Consequences of Determinism.—V. Professor James on
Dilemma of Determinism.”—V 1. The Nature and Impl’'0®&10"
of Responsibility.—VIIl. Determinism and Charaoter.—VID'
Problem in Determinism.— IX. Environment.

PRICE ONE SHILLING NE?”

(Postage 2d.)

The Pioneer Passa, 2 NewcaBtle-sJreet, Farringdon-street,

SOCIETY

(LIMITED)

Company Lim

ited by Guarantee.

Registered Office—2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, E.C.

Chairman of Board of Directors— Mr. G. W. FOOTE,

Secretary— Mis3

This Society was ormed in 1898 to afford legal security to the
acquisition and application of funds for Sectflar purposes.

The Memorandum of Association sets forth that the Society's
Objects are :(—To promote the principle that hnman conduct
should be based upon natural knowledge, and not upon super-
natural belief, and that human welfare in this world is the proper
end of all thought and action. To promote freodom of inquiry.
To promote universal Secular Education. To promote the com-
plete secularisation of the State, etc., eto. And to do all such
lawful things as are conducive to such objects. Also to have,
hold, receive, and retain any sums of money paid, givon, devised,
or bequeathed by any person, and to employ the same for any of
the purposes of the Society.

The liability of members is limited to £1, in case the Sooiety
should ever be wound up and the assets were insufficient to cover
liabilities—a most unlikely contingency.

Members pay an entranoe fee of tan shillings, and a subsequent
yearly subscription of five shillings.

The Sooiety has a considerable numbor of members, but amuch
larger number is desirable, and it is hoped that somo will be
gained amongst those who read thi3 announcement. All who join
it participate in the control of its business and the trusteeship of
its resources. It is expressly provided in the Articles of Associa-
tion that no member, as such, shall derive any sort of profit from
th Society, either by way of dividend, bonus, or interost, or iu
any way whatever.

The Society's affairs are managed by an elected Board of
Directors, consisting of not less than five and not more than
twelve members, one-third of whom retire by ballot) each year,

E. M. VANCE.

but are capable of re-election. An Annual General Moet ;(Z1
members must be held in London, to receive the BeP""\/J@<
new Directors, and transact any other business that may ® ijtr
Being a duly registered body, the Secular Sooiety,
can receive donations and bequests with absolute
Those who are in a position to do so are invited 1§, _g
domadions, or ko hmserti & bequest lim the Society’s
wills.  On this point there need not be the slightest BPP
It is quite impossible to set aside such bequests. The gare?
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary « eJ£
administration. No objection of any kind has been re™ 1’
connection with any of the wills by which the
already been benefited.
The Society's solicitors are Messrs. Harper and B®'
Rood-lane, Fcnchurch-street, London, E.O.

A Form of Bequest.—The following ia a sufficient fogg]
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators:—*“ * **

bequeath to tho Secular Society, Limited, the sum ot gt\ﬁ
* free from Legacy Duty, and | direct that a receipt enor”i
‘ two members of the Board of the said Society and tho Py, |
‘ thereof shall be a good disoharge to my Exeouto*3
‘ said Legacy.”

Friends of the Sooiety who have remembored it in il
or who intend to do so, should formally notify the ~°°”~o
the fact, or send a private intimation to the Chairme®® ~ ”i
(O desired) treat %t as $tfictly dnkidewtidl,h i s isnot 7 o
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes get lost cc K |’
their oontents have to be established by competent

N
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j Principles aM Objects.
iJOAsI3M teaches that conduct should bo base on reason
5 knowedge: 1t_knows.nothing of .diviney guidance_or
Hrrtu6* ™ exc’u”™es supernatural hopes and fears; it
toL,8happiness as man’s proper aim, and utility as his
gw guide.
liwUat'SI? affirms that Progress is only possible through
lecks/” wk*°li is at once a right and a duty; and therefore
'W u ron?ove every barrier to the fullest equal freedom of
Sec i a°”~on' ar*d speech.
is W8*isni declares that theology is condemned by reason
. Petitions, and by experience as mischievous, and
Seer?* as historic enemy of Progress.

m»arism accordingly seeks to dispel superstition; to

titef uoation T to disestablish religion; to rationalise
maw ? mto promote peace ; to dignify labor ; to extend
i~ well-being ; and to realise the self-government of

Membership.

*llow;"ei KOl > eligible as a member on signing the
"> g declaration I—

Hede T * *° j°*n the National Secular Society, and 1
fktori;-ay?eiti if admitted as a member, to co-operate in
lag its objeots."

idrett

Occ“PaKon

P?olarati°’n should be transmitted to the Secretary

P.S”ubacription

<y°’nd a minimum of Two Shillings per year, every
hijw®1 left to fix his own subscription according to
aus and interest in the oause.

o, - Immediate Practical Objects.
fh»., esitimation of Bequests to Seonlar or other Free-
oioties, for the maintenance and propagation of
»U opinions on matters of religion, cn the same

a®’ly *° Christian or Theistio churches or

Bty Mofte 1n >+ *WBlasphemy OhidE it bliver tilhi

Jia oanvas.se” as ire’ly »a other subjects, with
0 »ue r»; “UJoc imprisonment.

I?e8tablishment and Disendowment of tho State
i Thea?,? ®ngtalRd, Scotland, and Wales.

B Sekmiglitien of all ReligieAs TeasRiAY and Bible Reading
T~e ®tato’r °"ilGr educational establishments supported

IC\v!ld youth of all classes a*®' »ith the

daSubrogation of all laws iatorl6*!"greCteation;. and tho
Vda,, 15 Tor the ]pgrgose of culturea Libraries
AL ANT°Poning of State and Municipal Museum

. °*Sth arriage Laws, ~\seasonal to seenre
aJd(A..I,l(X)fOF]SIUS%anI\éI anoagllfe, and reasonable liberty

The wity 01 divorce. s , _.,n andwomen, so

N ; i ) : - - .
lTI”@prS’i t 1tion 01 FHde‘SgahBﬂ ootf gexual (%|§lti|61lct|ons.

may be ndent énce, and

Vhola Bpirii aatas’niHiQ tO J

2 vt BT QTLRY AL L and Fho peoplelssRIgially
Softies, where insanitary & ‘“@ physical

(<] [e]
(i&b ® tro~d-digeasc: aEd 18 deterioration of family lif Pn

& Gl0nof the e
tovta~ral*! *1° r*S™t and duty of Labor to organise
h  S®8al ProtD?- eo°uomical advancement, and of its
I > juE”™Mtion 0J?v.in snch combinations. .
O&th6 | "eadm 1+ ‘doa of Reform for that of Pnnish-
Ih tlaPlaceBof K . °? criminals, so that gaols may no
iR"%e * Phvsb e lisation, or evon of mere detention,
thB ®xflai6 dfili-f 1 Intellectual, and moral elevation for
S i S S with anli-sooial tendencies.
Ittii.6 ItQairv,?0 Jbcral law to animals, so as to Beonre
W?®ati f S nj t?4 and legal protection against cruelty.

ojlid d‘it’\’\ratinr. ,eaco between nations, and the substi-
sent-. (a for War in the settlement of inter-
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FREETHOUGHT PUBLICATIONS.

Liberty
Free Will
Hnme.

and Necessity. An argument against
and in favor of Moral Causation. By David

32 pages, price 2d., postage Id.

The Mortality op the Soul.
With an Introduction by G. W. Foote.
postage Id.

By David Home.
16 pages, price Id.,

An Suicide.
an Historical and Critical
price Id., postage |d.

Essay on By David Hume. With

Introduction by G. W. Foote,

From Christian Pulpit to Secular
By J. T. Lloyd. A History of his Mental
60 pages, price Id., postage Id.

Plratform.
Development.

The Martyrdom of Hypatia.
sarian (Chicago).

By M. M. Manga-
16 pages, price Id., postage id.

The Wisdom op the Ancients.
A beautiful and suggestive composition.
from Is. to 3d., postage Id.

By Lord Bacon.
86 pages, reduced

A Reputation op Deism. By Percy Bysshe
Shelley. With an Intrcduction by G. W. Foote. 32 pages,
price Id., postage Jd.

Life, Death, and
Shelley.

Immortality. By Percy Byasbe
16 pages, price Id., postage id.

Why Am | an Agnostic ?
24 pages, price 2d., postage id.

By Col. R. G. Ingcrsoll.

Bible Studies and Phallic Worship. By J M
Wheeler. 136 pages, price Is. 6d., postage 2d.

Utilitarianism. By Jeremy Bantham. An Impor-
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