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I  will be as harsh as Truth and as uncompromising as 
ustice.—\vil l ia m  L lo y d  Ga r r is o n .

Theology, Genesis, and Science.

Ministers of religion tell us that “ it is becoming 
6very day more difftoult to accept all the stories in 
p®nesis as literally true.” Addressing the Students’ 
^hristian Union at the Melbourne University, Dean 
Stephen, Bishop elect of Tasmania, said that “ most 
students believe that in Genesis there are mythioal 
and legendary elements.” A myth is defined as a 
story told to explain a fact or a belief. For example, 
he faot of the succession of the seasons is explained 
y the story of Persephone, and the fact of likeness 
hd sympathy between man and woman by the story 
£ the oreation Eve out of Adam’s rib. As explana

tions of facts we find myths in Greece, Chaldaaa, 
irSypt, and India, as well as in Palestine. The 
genesis stories of creation, of the tree of life, of the 
all of man, and of the flood, have parallels in other 
•terature, especially in that of Chaldsea; but 
t'hristian divines maintain that there are great 
•Serences between them. They assure us that the 

hon-Biblical myths are very numerous, always 
Polytheistic, and sometimes immoral, while the 
■fiobrew myths are few in number, always mono
theistic and moral in tone. The former ascribe low 
^nd degrading actions to the deities, while the latter 
^tribute high and noble deeds to Jehovah. TheDean said:—

“ At first the early Hebrew records seem to be like 
all others. Study shows them to be unique. The cause 
of this difference is what we call inspiration. God 
taught a few individuals higher truth than their 
neighbors, awakened their religious consciousness, and 
enabled them to judge current mythology and tradition, 
and after judgment to retain only such elements as 
were compatible with morality and religion. Hence, 
through inspiration the Jews alone were not hampered 
with a vast mass of myths which taught false morality 
and false ideas about God. The few which remained 
became the vehicles of Divine truth.”

Greater nonsense never dropped from human lips. 
®here is not a word of truth in that extract. Does 
^ean Stephen really believe that the Biblical 
aooount of the flood shows God in a favorable light ? 
Does it represent him as the possessor of a highly 
hioral character ? Does the reverend gentleman 
r0gard the Book of Joshua as a vehicle of glorious 
truths about Jehovah ?

Now, as the Dean frankly admits, the story of 
Oreation and man’s fall, found in Genesis, is neither 
8oience nor history, but a mere myth. Archbishop 
Dowther Clarke, of Melbourne, recently preached 
fchree sermons on “ Genesis and Evolution,” long 
*eports of which appeared in the Age. His Grace is 
ln substantial agreement with the Dean, describing 
fche first chapter of Genesis as being “ neither a 
aoientiflo treatise nor an historical record, but as 
Partaking of the nature of a parable, or vision, or 
allegory.” The ourious thing is, that the Arch
bishop adopts those conclusions of soienoe whioh do 
n°t dash with his own theology, but ruthlessly 
Ejects those that do. He believes in the evolution 
°f all animals below man. He speaks of the vast

periods of tim e “  during w hich there lived and died 
successions o f animals w hich played their part on 
the surface of the earth.”  He says that it is “  quite 
im possible to give even an approxim ate estim ate of 
the length of tim e required for these creations to 
develop and decay ” ; but he holds the old doctrine 
that when man appeared “  he was created in the 
im age o f God, w ith a m ind capable of understanding 
the thoughts o f God, and w ith  a power o f speech 
whioh enabled him to convey his thoughts to  his 
fellow  men.”  He is reported to have spoken th u s :—  

“ Evolution was manifestly a method of Divine 
working, but the application of it to the onward 
progress of man through lower ape-like forms to his 
present condition was now shown to be false. In the 
fossil remains there was no sign anywhere of an ape- 
man or a man-ape. There were all possible graduations 
of men from the lowest to the highest limits, but there 
was not a trace of an intermediate stage through which 
the ape was passing into man. We could, therefore, 
without any opposition from modern Bcience, declare 
our belief in the ennobling statement of Genesis i . : 
1 God created man in his own image, in the image of 
God created he him ; male and female created he them, 
and God blessed them.’ ”

By whom has the evolution of man through lower 
forma been shown to be false ? The Archbishop 
gives no authority for his erroneous statement, 
and we boldly charge him with a deliberate misrep
resentation of the teaching of modern science as to 
man’s origin. Has he never heard of the fully 
attested faot that when the blood of a man is trans
fused into a chimpanzee there is an harmonious 
mingling of the two ? Man’s organism and the 
chimpanzee’s are very closely related. For the evo
lution of man, then, we have the direct, experimental 
evidence of blood relationship. This evidence has been 
brought forward in the most oomplete and literal 
sense by such scientists as Friedenthal, Uhlenhuth, 
and Nuttall. Has his Graoe the audaoity to deny 
it ? He has a perfeot right to prefer Genesis to 
science, but he has not the shadow of a right to 
mislead his Australian hearers and readers about 
modern science.

Let us examine the Archbishop’s doctrine of man 
a little more closely. As reported, he says:—

“  The purport of the whole was to declare that when 
God created man with a living soul he made him for 
himself. Duties were assigned to man. He was shown
the grandeur of work.......But all this was conditioned
by obedience. Certain things we might freely do, while 
other things were as surely forbidden, because they 
led to death.”

That may be good theology, but not a single faot can 
be adduced in support of it. The most reverend 
gentleman deals alone in dogmas, not at all in faots. 
For example, he seems to believe that man is totally 
differentiated from all other animals by his posses
sion of a “  living soul,” but every soholar is aware 
that in Hebrew psychology “  soul ” is the common 
possession of both animals and man. Surely his 
Grace is not ignorant of the faot that Gen. i. 20, 
should read thus: “ And God said, Let the waters 
swarm with swarming things [even] living souls.” 
The Hebrew word for “ soul ” is n&phesh. Even 
the beings that Bwarm in the ooean are called 
“ living souls ” in the first ohapter of Genesis ; and 
Canon Driver admitb, in his excellent Commentary, 
that “  no pre-eminence of man is deolared in these 
words, * And man became a living soul ’ ” (Gen. ii. 7).

1,729
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Again, his Grace quotes the words, “  And they were 
both naked, the man and his wife, and were not 
ashamed,” and adds the comment that “ clothing 
marked man’s attempt to hide his shame;” but this 
is an utterly unscientific and false acoount of the 
beginning of the wearing of clothes. His Grace is 
not entirely blind to the falseness of his statement, 
for he adds, “  That did not wholly account for its 
use, which was determined largely by climate.” Of 
course, Archbishop Clarke believes in the Fall, for 
otherwise he would have no Gospel to preach, and 
his profession would be an absurdity. And yet his 
explanation of the “ initial catastrophe ” is absurdly 
vague. This is how the Age for July 6 puts i t :—

“ Dr. Clarke invited his hearers to regard the story 
of the Fall not as an isolated historical fact, but as a 
perpetually recurring illustration of all human experi
ence.......When man was innocent, he rejoiced in God’s
presence. When he had sinned against God, he tried to 
hide himself from his presence.”

In reality, that is a flat denial of the old doctrine of 
the Fall as taught by Paul and Augustine, and as 
expressed in all the great creeds. The Most Rev. 
Dr. Clarke preaches what he does not really believe 
himself, and explains away the fundamental tenets 
of the Christian Faith. He does not believe that the 
human race was ever in Paradise in a state of perfect 
happiness. Listen to this :—

“ What did just and true criticism say to this story ? 
It asserted that man’s course had been one of painful 
upward straggle, that he had never known a state of 
happiness, though through the ages he had been striving 
after it. All this was true, and the story gave the 
reason. It did not assert that races of men lived in 
Paradise, but in describing the ideal life for which 
God made man, it related the causes of his fall and 
spoke unmistakably of the painful upward struggle to 
which his sin had condemned him.”

Most assuredly that is not honest exegesis. That is 
the scientific version of the struggle for life, in which 
the strongest survive. It is not the teaching of 
Genesis. It is not sin that condemns us to this 
struggle, but our very nature which we share with 
all the animals. The struggle is universal, and 
survival is the reward of strength and skill.

J. T. Llotd.

The Christian Kaiser.

The other day the Daily Telegraph, which is in its 
way a very Christian newspaper, reprinted the report 
of a conversation held in 1910 with the German 
Emperor. In this conversation the Emperor is 
reported to have said -

“  I often read the Bible. I  like to read it every night. 
A Bible lies on a table at my bedside. I find the most 
beautiful thoughts expressed in it. I cannot understand 
how it is that so many persons pay so little attention to 
the Holy Scriptures. Gan anyone read the Gospels and 
other portions of the Bible without feeling convinced 
that the words contain a simple truth established in 
unquestionable facts ? Whenever I have to make any 
decision I ask myself what the Bible would teach me 
to do in that particular case. The Bible is to me the 
fountain from which I draw light and strength. In 
hours of sorrow and depression I seek consolation 
therein. I am convinced that many who have neg
lected religion will regain definite religious belief in 
our time, and will feel the need of communion with 
the Almighty. Periods of dangerous doubt have always 
produced in their wake periods of enthusiastic religious 
feeling. I  cannot understand how life can be lived 
without real communion with the Almighty.”

In the present condition of affairs one may venture 
to suggest to the Daily Telegraph that it does Chris
tianity a decided ill-service in publishing the above. 
The best thing would have been to have kept this 
conversation buried in its columns. For while every
one knows Kaiser Wilhelm to be a very Christian 
man, Christians in this country are not likely to 
emphasise the faot. So long as he was the villain 
of the piece, the proper and customary Christian 
course would have been to refer to his conduct as

Atheistioal, to say that his mind is governed by 
seoularistio or materialistic ideals, and to point to 
him as a glaring example of the evil that results 
when a man loses his hold on the principles of 
the Christian faith.

As it is, the Christianity of the Kaiser is self-con
fessed. It is open, even aggressive. It is unmarred 
by doubts, undiluted by any hesitancy as to the value 
of the Bible. And, if I remember rightly, at the time 
when this conversation was first published it was 
widely reprinted in the religious press for the 
encouragement of the pious, and the confounding 
of unbelievers. The Kaiser was a Christian, he 
believed in the Bible, he could not realise anyone 
getting on without it. It enoouraged him by day, 
it comforted him at night. Nothing oould be more 
satisfactory. Christianity has long been living oia 
testimonials : here was one of the first value. 
had received testimonials from all sorts of peoplOi 
it had sent round circulars inviting them, and ha 
afterwards published them in book form—ju0*' as 
though the Churches were running a patent medi
cine, or a new brand of soap. Here was one r̂om ® 
real live Emperor. It was, naturally, made the mos
of. I wonder how they relish its reproduction now

Perhaps the Daily Telegraph in reprinting this 
some notion that it would show up the Kaiser 
an arch-hypocrite. In all probability a great ma y 
Christians will so regard it. But it really Pr0V 
nothing of the kind. I do not see there is a '  
reason to doubt that the Kaiser really meant eve y 
word he said. There is a childlike simplicity in 
question, “ Can anyone read the Gospels and 0 .
portions of the Bible without feeling convinced ^  
the words contain a simple truth established in 
questionable facts?” that at any other time .w,jaD> 
appeal most powerfully to the British ^ cil oald 
Such childlike faith oould only go, they 
argue, with a nature that is little short of ^¡g 
hood. There is nothing hypocritical 0p?D.;gtian. 
confession of faith. The Kaiser is a 9“ 1' little 
There is no doubt of that. Of course, it *s a o0t 
awkward for our Christians for him to coin ^  
in that character just as he is being depict0 
monster of duplioity, and his Christian soldier 
charged with breaking all rules of what are facet' 
called “ oivilised warfare.” But that oanno 
helped. His Christian character remains. ., jB

It will be observed that the Kaiser's rule o f11 r 
that recommended by many preachers. “ When  ̂
I have to make any deoision I ask myself wha „ 
Bible would teaoh me to do in that particular ca • 
Precisely so. That is the rule all good Oh11®"* 0
profess to go by. That is the rule they alw,^0 
have gone by. When the Churches taught 
divine right of kings they found it in the ’ 
When other Christians found it advisable to ben0 
one king and drive out another, they found i t 10 
Bible. When Christians wanted to prove the eaf 
was flat, they found the proof in the Bible, 
they wanted to burn heretics or witches, they f°n 
justification in the Bible. When the slave oW  
of America wanted sanction for purchasing h01*1 , 
flesh and blood, he found it in the Bible. 
if the Kaiser’s troops want justification for sni'tj B 
their civilian enemies hip and thigh, they can 00 
that in the Bible. The great beauty of the Bible 
that you can always find it in the Bible. It does0  ̂
matter what it is, it is there. If you want peace ye 
can read yards about love and turning swords i° 
ploughshares. And if you want war you need_ on y 
turn the pages to find both precept and practice 

A wonderful book is the Bible ! It is "bandyour taste.
poor man’s oomfort, and the Kaiser’s guide 
councillor. Without it the Kaiser would be lost- 
With it he is—any of the Christian papers of ibis 
country will supply a description.

“ The Bible,” says the Kaiser, “ is to me b̂® 
fountain from which I draw light and strength. 
Really, a “ War Lord ” oould ask for no better guide- 
Consider the following :—

“ And when the Lord thy God hath delivered it 
[*•*•« the city] into thine hands, thou shalt smite every
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male thereof with the edge of the sword. Bnt the 
women, and the little ones, and the cattle, and all that 
is in the city, even all the Bpoil thereof, thou shalt take 
unto thyself; and thou shalt eat the spoil of thine 
enemies which the Lord thy God hath given thee— • • 
Of the cities of these people which the Lord thy God 
doth give thee for an inheritance, thou shalt save alive 
nothing that breatheth.”

Or these:__
“ I will make my arrows drunk with blood, and my 

sword shall devour flesh.”
“ The Lord thy God shall deliver them unto thee, 

and shall destroy them with a mighty destruction until 
they be destroyed.”

“ And He shall deliver their kings into thine hand, 
and thou shalt destroy their name from under heaven ; 
thon shall no man be able to stand before thee, until 
thou have destroyed them.”

“ If I whet my glittering sword, and mine hand take 
hold on judgment ; I  will render vengeance on mine 
enemies, and will reward them that hate me.”

k®re could the invader of Belgium find a more 
omforting guide than in these passages ? It is 

jjhite true that these injunctions have not been 
terally carried out. Everything breathing has not 
een killed, and the names of the Kaiser’s enemies 
ave not been blotted out. Still, something has 

, 00Q done, and, after all, one can very rarely live up 
0 one’s ideal. It is enough to aim at the stars, 

0V05 though one never hits them.
When the German detachment was sent to Pekin, 

orne fourteen years ago, the good Ghristain Kaiser 
huvised his troops :—

11 When you meet the foe you will defeat him. No 
quarter will be given, no prisoners will be taken. Let 
all who fall into your hands be at your mercy.”

That is certainly a little nearer the Biblical note, 
ahd at the time it was uttered it was charitably— 
aod perhaps properly — attributed to excess of 
Christian feeling. The prayer now ordered by the 
kaiser to be said in all public services shows the 
8ame commendable piety :—

_ “ Almighty and Merciful God, lead us to victory, and 
give us grace that we may show ourselves to be 
Christians towards our enemies as well.”

(( One could expect nothing iess from a ruler who 
cannot understand how life can be lived without 

t0al communion with the Almighty.” He feels that 
at every step of the way he has the Deity on his 
side. He is carrying out the Deity’s wishes. Of 
course, his enemies have the same oonvietion, but 
"Cat is a phenomenon that never disturbs the 
genuine Christian. The Kaiser is behaving as a 
"bristian. That is, he is acting as Christians have 
always acted. No good Christian would do anything 
cf which he believed the Lord would disapprove. 
Rut, on the other hand, every good Christian believes 
"he Lord will approve anything he does. The Kaiser 
18 no more than an illustration of a very common 
Phenomenon. It was one of his own countrymen 
^ho said that the Bible was a nose of wax. By that 
he meant that it could be pulled this way or that so 
aa to fit any oountenanoe. It pleases the Godly to 
hud all kinds of people expressing their admiration 
°f> and their obligation to, the Bible. But the 
CQgodly may well inquire the value of a book and a 
Religion that can sanction at one and the same time 
11 Torquemada and a John Howard, or can give the 
8»me degree of encouragement to rival armies busily 
engaged in trying to wipe each other out of 
Cxistenoe.

The Kaiser is much better as a pietist than 
as a philosopher. As a pietist he is beyond 
teproach. As a philosopher he is really not of 
jncoh account. He is convinced that many who 
have neglected religion will regain definite religious 
belief in our time, and will feel the need of “ oom- 
Cinnion with the Almighty.” Of course, some may ; 
hut it is far more certain that a muoh larger number 
*ill altogether lose their religious belief. A world- 
movement is not easily or lightly reversed, and the 
movement away from religion is not in the nature of 
mdividual outbreaks here and there, nor is it con
n e d  to any special nation or race. It is co-exten-

sive with civilisation, and is, indeed, part of civilisa
tion. It is, of oourse, conceivable that Europe might 
return to the Stone Age; but it is not very probable. 
And it is equally improbable that when large numbers 
of men and women have outgrown religion, they will 
ever so far degenerate as to revert to it. Mankind 
may be prevented acquiring knowledge, but once it 
is acquired nothing can rob them of it. It is theirs. 
It becomes part of their mental being; it shows its 
influence in all their thoughts and actions. In spite 
of “ mailed fists” and pious “ War Lords,” in spite of 
barbaric warfare and outbursts of primitive supersti
tion, the progress of humanity is, on the whole, 
towards the light. That progress maybe diverted for 
a time, it may be stayed for a time, but it continues.

C. Co h e n .

The Origin of Supernatural Ideas.—¥11.

{Continued from p. 550.)
“  Up to a recent time the sturdiest sceptics as to the truth 

of revelation were mostly deists or pantheists, and often
repudiated atheism with warmth...... Now, the conception
of God is freely treated by many of the leaders of phil
osophical and scientific opinion as a transitory phase of 
thought, which the growth of knowledge has finally ter
minated. The natural history and evolution of the idea 
of God is traced in calm outline from its cradle to its 
grave—from its nascent form in Animism to its metaphysical 
presentation as an inscrutable First Cause, the absolute, 
unconditioned, and unrelated to the phenomenal world. The 
idea of God has been ‘ defeoated to a pure transparency,’ 
as one eminent writer phrases i t ; it has been ‘ denthropo- 
morphised,’ to use the language of another. A new and 
widely-current word (Agnostic) has been invented to desig
nate the large class of persons (mostly of exceptional know
ledge and ability) who refuse to entertain any more the idea 
of a single divine Being, maker of all things in heaven and 
earth.” —Jambs Cotter Momson,27« Service of Man, pp. 31-32.

“  The dim and shadowy outlines of the superhuman deity 
fade slowly away from before us ; and as the mist of his 
presence floats aside we perceive with greater and greater 
clearness the shape of a yet grander and nobler figure— 
of Him who made all Gods and shall unmake them. From 
the dim dawn of history, and from the inmost depth of every 
soul, the face of our father Man looks out upon us with the 
fire of eternal youth in his eyes, and says, ‘ Before Jehovah 
was, I am ! ’ ”—P rofessor Clifford, Lectures and Essays, 
p. 386.

H a v in g  arrived at the idea of a ghost or spirit, the 
next step to the conception of a God or gods was 
comparatively easy. For, as everything in this 
world occupied a similar position in the world of 
spirits—the hunter continuing to be a hunter and the 
chief a chief—so the spirit of a renowned warrior 
chief, renowned for his strength, bloodthirstiness, 
and cruelty, would receive more sacrifices and be 
remembered longer than the spirit of an ordinary 
man. “ The supposed Gods of the Guiana Indians 
Im Thnrn describes as really but the remembered 
dead of each tribe, and where there is mention of 
one great spirit or god, it is merely the chief 
traditional founder of the tribe.” *

And as spirits are always evil and malignant, to 
the savage, so he would sacrifice his dearest posses
sions—his finest cattle or his first-born child—to 
gain the favor or placate the anger of the departed 
spirit of the ferocious chief. In this way, mainly, 
arose the machinery of ritual, sacrifice, prayer, and 
praise; which, in the first instance, was nothing but 
the tribute of weakness and fear to a malignant 
power. Even after primitive man has arrived at the 
idea of good spirits, he pays little or no attention to 
them. R&tzel says that in Java the evil spirits “ get 
the best offerings, even the harvest thankofifering 
serves to propitiate evil Bpirits.” t Sir Richard 
Barton observes that the Mpongue, of South Africa, 
believe in a good God and a bad God; for the bad 
God:—

“ They have not only fear of, but also a higher 
respect for, him than for the giver of good, so difficult 
is it for the child-man’s mind to connect the ideas of 
benignity and power. He would harm if he could, ergo 
so would his God.” |

* J. H. King, The Supernatural, vol. i., p. 247.
f Batzel, History of Mankind, vol. i., p. 473.
X Burton, Two Trips to Gorilla Land and the Cataracts of the 

Congo, vol. i., p. 99.
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As Dr. Reville remarks :—
“  The gods of savages are necessarily savage gods. 

They have, for the most part, frightful form s; just 
as their worshipers think it proper to make themselves 
look hideous when they go to battle, or even when they 
adorn themselves. The odd, the grotesque, is to them 
the beautiful; whatever is uncommon is mysterious; 
and the unknown is terrible. The poet must pardon 
ns if we assert that the religion of people of this 
category is simply the adoration of genii or demons 
of bad repute. When passing from savage people who 
live solely by hunting and fishing, we come to pastoral 
and, especially, to agricultural races, this adoration of 
evil deities is no longer so exclusive. Still, even among 
these the worship of the terrible gods predominates. 
Take by way of illustration the simple prayer of the 
Madagascans, who acknowledge, among many other, 
two creating divinities—Zamhor, the author of good 
things ; Nyang, of evil things. 1 O, Zamhor 1 To thee 
we offer no prayers. The good god needs no asking. 
But we must pray to Nyang. Nyang must be appeased. 
O, Nyang, bad and strong spirit, let not the thunder
roar over our heads 1......’ It would be easy to
multiply the facts which show that the large place 
fear has in their piety, compared with veneration or 
love, is a characteristic feature of the religion of 
primitive peoples.” *

Moreover the progress of religion follows the 
progress of society; it does not, as the pious believe, 
precede it. To the savage, God is only a bigger and 
stronger man. Palgrave, the traveller, shows that 
the only possible idea of God formed by the wild 
Bedouins of the desert was that of an Arab chief, and 
to his question, “ What will you do coming into 
God’s presence after so graceless a life ? ” replied, 
“ What will we do ? Why, we will go up to God and 
salute him; and if he proves hospitable, gives us 
meat and tobacco, we will stay with him; if other
wise, we will mount our horses and ride off.” Mr. 
King, who cites the foregoing, observes :—

“ No man can ever conceive the nature of a god other 
than by the symbols of power present to his soul in the 
world about him, and in his own social institutions.” 
[Also] ‘ ‘ In all cases, if we analyse the sentiments a 
man’s god expresses, we may demonstrate the con
ditions which have surrounded a man or which have 
formed the elements of thought out of which he has 
embodied his divinity.” f

And again:—
“ Generally among the lower races of men when 

chieftain rule was established, chieftain gods were 
created. In no case was the concept of universal 
rule ascribed to a deity before the people were elevated 
to that sentiment by the human rule of a king of kings.”

He also points out that the great native races of 
North America had no idea of a Supreme Being when 
first discovered by Europeans; they were governed 
by ohiefs and knew nothing of regal pomp :—

“ Yet from contact with the white races their de
scendants became acquainted with the ethical aspects 
of the word royal, with Spanish kingly powers, the rule 
of King George, and, after that, of the great father at 
Washington. Through their knowledge of these regal 
powers they came into the habit, like the white men, of 
speaking of the supernal power as the Great Spirit.” ]

Man, while regarding himself as a free agent, has 
in reality been fashioned and controlled by in
frangible natural laws. For instance, why should 
the Australian aborigines spend a large part of their 
lives in a round of painful and tedious magical 
practices to influence nature, while such practices 
are praotioally unknown to the savages of Brazil ? 
The answer is, that they live in a totally different 
environment. As Professor Frazer points out:—

“ Where nature is bounteous and her course is 
uniform or varies but little from year’s end to year’s 
end, man will neither need nor desire to alter it by 
magic or otherwise to suit his convenience, in order 
to obtain what he has not got; if he already possesses 
all he wants why should he exert himself ? It is in 
times of need and distress rather than of abundance 
and prosperity that man betakes himself to the practice

* A. Reville, The Devil: His Origin, Greatness, and Decadence, 
p. 6 (1871).

f J. H. King, The Supernatural, vol. i., pp. 271-2. 
j J. H. King, The Supernatural, vol. i., p. 9; vol. ii., p. 179.

both of magic and religion. Hence, in some tropical 
regions of eternal summer, where moisture, warmth, 
and sunshine never fail, where the trees are always 
green and fruits always hang from the boughs, where 
the waters perpetually swarm with fish and the forests 
teem with an exuberance of animal life, ceremonies for 
the making of rain and sunshine and for the multipli
cation of edible beasts and plants are for the most part 
absent or inconspicuous. For example, we hear little 
or nothing of them, so far as I remember, among the 
Indians of the luxuriant forests of Brazil. Far other
wise is it with countries where a brief summer alter
nates with a chilly spring, a fickle autumn, and a long 
and rigorous winter. Here, of necessity, man is put to 
all his shifts to snatch from a churlish nature boons 
that are at once evanescent and precarious. Here, 
accordingly, that branch of magic which aims at pro
curing the necessaries of life may be expected to flourish 
most. To put it generally, th > practice of magic for the 
control of nature will be found, on the whole, to increase 
with the variability and to decrease with the uniformity 
of the course of nature throughout the year. Nowhere, 
apparently, in the world are alternations of the seasons 
so sudden and the contrasts between them so violent, 
nowhere, accordingly, is the seeming success of magic 
more conspicuous than in the deserts of Central 
Australia. The wonderful change which passes over 
the face of nature after the first rains of the season 
has been compared even by European observers to 
the effect of magic; what marvel, then, that the savage 
should mistake it for such in very truth ? " *

After the heavy rains the arid wilderness is 
suddenly converted into a vast sheet of water, which 
soon dries up ; then,—

“ as if by magic the desert becomes covered with 
luxuriant herbage and gay with the blossoms of ena- 
less flowering plants. Birds, frogs, lizards, and insects 
of all sorts may be seen and heard where lately every
thing was parched and silent.”

Professor Frazer continues : —
“  Now, it is just when there is promise oi 

season that the natives of these regions arê r y,0 
especially to perform their magical ceremonies og0 
multiplication of the plants and animals which t 0f 
as food. Can we wonder that the accompli0'1® flr t0 
their wishes, which so soon follows, should ;nCan- 
them a conclusive proof of the efficacy of the1 
tations ? Nature herself seems to conspire t° 
the delusion.”  f

Commenting upon the low culture attained 1 ̂  
natives of West Afrioa, Miss Kingsley observes • ^

“ The African race has had about the w°rs* of 
conditions possible to bring out the higher P° . errjfic 
man. He has been surrounded by a set of upply 
natural phenomena, combined with a good food 
and a warm and equable climate. These things a ^  
enough in themselves to account for his low-cult0 „ j 
dition, but they are factors that must be consider® •

Colonel EIHb, probably the best authority on gr 
natives, gives tbe other factor concerned. 
saying that the position of the natives is very 10 
the scale of civilisation, he observes:— b6

“  There are, indeed, many reasons why it shoo 
so. Uncultured man is that which the circumstanc j 
which he is placed make him, and it is upon ex 
surroundings that his progress to civilisation in a S  ̂
measure depends. He is either obstructed or ®.9Sg0cb 
by the influences of surrounding Nature. 111 js e 3  

influences none is more important than that exer ^  
by climate. A hot climate renders physical, and ^  
more mental, labor difficult, and causes every e00 ^
be regarded as an evil. In such climates, too, cely 
usually prolific; the necessity for manual labor sca _re. 
exists, and, as a consequence, mental activity c .oJJ 
spondingly languishes. The intense disinchn 
experienced by Europeans in the tropics to .en° Djy 
in any mental labor is well known; and it i® ,,. 
by a great exertion of will that it can be combated. '

In addition to this obstructing influence, the sa 
writer proceeds :—

“ The West Coast of Africa possesses an extraordiua^ 
one, namely, a climate which is most in im ica lto® ...1

* J. G. Frazer, “ The Beginnings of Religion and Toteru1̂  
among the Australian Aborigines,”  Fortnightly Review,
1905.

t J. G. Frazer, Fortnightly Review, Sept., 1905.
1 Miss M. H. Kingsley, West African Studies, p. 124- ¡¡f
§ A. B. Ellis, The Ishi-Speaking lJeoples of the Gold 

West Africa, p. 4.
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and which is commonly believed to be in that respect 
the worst in the world.”

Even among Government officials, who only remain 
twelve months’ at a time and then return to 

England to recruit their health, “ the death-rate 
obnormally high.” He further observes

is

11 Now the Negroes, though to a certain extent 
habituated through centuries of custom to the climatic 
conditions of West Africa, suffer therefrom in just the 
same way as do Europeans, though of course in a less
degree.......The climate is, in short, unhealthy for them
also, and that an unhealthy climate enfeebles both 
mind and body is very generally acknowledged ” (p. 6).

(To be continued.) W . MANN.

War and Books.

“ There is delight in singing, though none hear 
Beside the singer, and there is delight 
In praising, though the praiser sit alone 
And see the praiBed far off him, far above.”

—LiNDOB.
tramples into the dust delights of the imagina- 

"jon as well as the beauty of the earth, and one of 
"he effects of the European contest is that it is 
keeping the hook-trade in a state of suspended ani
mation. Books on the War are being hurried to the 
Press by hustling publishers, and until the present 
®nsicn is relieved there will be little else published, 

®aje the necessary publications such as works of 
eference and the like.
Despite the multiplication of Free Libraries, every 

who cares for books likes to be his own librarian. 
4 town council, mainly composed of successful, but 
Uneducated, shopkeepers, seldom has the necessary 
nlture to lay down the law as to books that even 
he most inexperienced readers should attempt to 

Peruse. There are books whioh no lover of literature 
Can afford to be without ; classics, ancient and 
modern, on which the world has pronounced its 
verdiot. These works, in whatever shape we may be 
ahle to possess them, are the necessary foundations 
m even the smallest collection. Homer, Dante, and 
Shakespeare, Cervantes, Milton, and Moliere, Gibbon 
and Soott, must be included by every lover of letters, 
jthe list of the olassics is short, and, when we go 
heyond it, the tastes of men begin to differ widely.
. A book is a friend whose face is constantly chang
ing* If you read it when you are recovering from an 
"oess, and return to it years after, it is altered 
Sorely, with the change in yourself. As a man’s 
"^stes and opinions are developed, his books put on a 
mfferent aspeot. He hardly knows the sonorous 
musio of the “ Songs Before Sunrise ” he used to de- 
maim, and the epigrammatic charm of “ Omar 
ihayyam ” sounds like “ the horns of elfland faintly 

blowing.” Books change like friends, like ourselves, 
hke everything. But they are most piquant in the 
bontrasts they provoke, when the friend who gave 
"hem is a sucoess, though we laughed at him ; altered 
m any oase, and estranged from his old self and 
bays. The vanished past returns when we look at 
"he pages. The vicissitudes of years are packed in 
a thin octavo, and the shivering ghosts of desire and 
h°pe return to the forbidden home in the heart of 
"ancy, when,—

“  aound upon Life’s darkening slope 
The ground-whirl of the perished leaves of Hope,
The wind of Heath’s imperishable wing.”

It is as well to have the power of recalling them 
always at hand, and to be able to take a comprehen- 
81ve glance at the emotions which were so powerful 
aod full of life, and are now faded and of less account 
"han the memory of the dreams of childhood,—

“  The rainbow oomes and goes,
And lovely is the rose ;
The moon doth with delight
Look round her when the heavens are bare ;
Waters on a starry night
Are beautiful and fair ;
The sunshine is a glorious birth ;
But yet I know, wher’er I go,
That there hath passed away a glory from 

the earth.”

Some readers there are who oan read anything, 
from “ Three Men in a Boat ”  to the “ Analects 
of Confucius,” with the same avidity, the 3ame 
distressing want of literary perspective. Some seem 
born with a good literary taste, who instinctively 
know what is good from what is bad. Others, and 
these are the large mass of readers, grope blindly 
about for years through volumes of rubbish before 
they reach that which is best. They have to acquire 
a literary taste. The appetite is there, but it has 
to be cultivated. For the greatest possession of a 
reader is the power that Charles Lamb possessed 
of distinguishing between books that are hooks and 
books that are not books. “ The way to perfection,” 
says Walter Pater, “  is through a series of disgusts,” 
and only the man or woman who has been a seeker 
after truth in theology or science knows the full 
significance of this saying.

The multiplicity of interests and tastes, growing 
with our life, adds to the difficulty with which we 
answer the question, “ What shall I read?” It is 
essentially a modern difficulty. In a less feverish 
age they managed things better. There is one of 
Austin Dobson’s charming old-world idylls which 
is well worth reading. Mr. Dobson has a genius 
for catohing the spirit of the eighteenth oentury. 
He is sketching a portrait of a gentleman of the old 
sohool:—

“  We read, alas ! how much we read,
The jumbled strifes of creed and creed,
With endless controversies feed 

Our groaning tables.
His books—and they sufficed him—were 
Cotton’s ‘ Montaigne,’ ‘ The Grave ’ of Blair,
A Walton much the worse for wear,

And * Aisop’s Fables.’ ”
And the old gentleman was less of a Philistine 

than many of ns think. If we have access to the 
philosophy of Plato, the oommon sense of Socrates, 
the inspiration of Plutarch’s “  Lives,” and oan com
mune with the myriad-minded Shakespeare, we are 
not bereft of literature. Through what stages must 
men have not passed in countless generations to 
have produoed such transcendant genius. They 
form the richest of legacies. What are the petty 
philanthropies of the world compared with the noble 
dowry of knowledge which these men have left to 
the world. They teach a man to reverenoe himself 
and to love his neighbor too. The poorest man, if 
he possess such friends, is to be envied, not pitied.

The eloquent ages tell the same tale. Down the 
long roll of humanity these are the names that 
gleam and sparkle, the characters whose influence 
has streamed like the sun over the dark places of 
the world, and chased before it the shadows.

A Socrates in his condemned cell, discoursing 
quietly on philosophy, a Bruno going to his fiery 
death, has more charm to the true man of our day 
than all the victories and glories of Alexander and 
Napoleon, and their impress on humanity is as 
Niagara to a drop of rain. Nations may war and 
fight, but the great purpose of the world is peace and 
advancement. The needle may be shaken from the 
course, and may appear to waver and change, but 
ever it comes back to the true pole. In the great 
stream of history, in the struggle for existence, the 
true victors have ever been those who adjusted 
themselves to the purpose of the world : those who 
have with the greatest faithfulness helped forward 
the great ideals, Liberty and Fraternity.

Literature may be said to be the one thing whioh 
is at once universal and immortal. Time devours 
all else. History becomes doubtful or forgotten; 
sciences change, religions die, sculptures orumble, 
and paintings perish; but great literature, never 
fading, never dies. Homer’s birthplaoe and the 
events of his life are unknown, yet his characters 
live as freshly at this hour as they did millenniums 
ago. Lucretius, the noblest Roman poet, died twenty 
centuries ago. The hearts that have leapt at his 
tale of Iphigenia would have marched armies to 
her rescue. The marbles of Phidias and his con
temporaries are now but fragments, but Catullus’s 
lament for his dead brother sounds across the oen-
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turies like a linnet’s song in the pauses of the wind. 
More than half a millennium of time and thousands of 
miles of space, and across the far deeper abyss of 
thought and faith, old Omar Khayyam still sings. 
Dante has been the supreme glory of Italy for six 
hundred years. Shakespeare, the uncrowned king 
of literature, counts more subjects than all the 
Pharaohs, and commands a more lasting allegiance 
than the Guelphs or the Romanoffs. To enhance 
prosperity, to soften adversity, people solitude, and, 
like flowers, adorn cottage and palace alike, is one of 
the functions of literature.

“ What good is like to this,
To do worthy the writing, and to write 
Worthy the reading and the world’s delight ? ”

M im neem tjs.

Acid Drops

According to a Times report a protest has been issued by 
Professor Ernst Haeckel and Professor Rudolf Eucken, of 
Jena, against the behayior of England in the present war. 
The following passage is, to say the least of it, somewhat 
curious:—

“ What is happening to-day will be inscribed in the annals 
of history as an indelible shame to England. England fights 
to please a half-Asiatic Power against Germanism. She 
fights not only on the side of barbarism, but also of moral 
injustice, for it is not to be forgotten that Russia began the 
war because it was not willing there should be a thorough 
expiation of a wretched murder.

“ It is the fault of England that the present war is 
extended to a world war, and that all culture is thereby 
endangered. And why all this ? Because she was envious 
of Germany's greatness, because she wished at all costs to 
hinder a further extension of this greatness. She was only 
waiting for a favorable opportunity to break out to the detri
ment of Germany, and she therefore seized most promptly 
on the necessary German advance through Belgium as a 
pretext in order to cloak her brutal national selfishness with 
a mantle of respectability.”

We hesitate to believe that Professor Haeckel is responsible 
for these words. It is hardly the way, in any circum
stances, in which a representative of the land of Goethe has 
any right to address the land of Shakespeare ; and Haeckel, 
of all men, should show more respect for the land of Darwin. 
And what about the land of Voltaire ? France is not even 
mentioned in this quotation, One would think that the 
writers had never heard of Alsace-Lorraine. Why is it 
“  necessary ”  (for Germany, of course) to “ advance through 
Belgium ” except to advance through France to Paris ? 
Why are the Belgians supposed to have no right to their 
own independence, which is really all that “  neutrality ” 
means? If Germany has a right to violate Belgian neu
trality for her own endB, has England no right to defend it 
for her own ends ? Is not that neutrality guaranteed, under 
the law of nations, by both of them ? And why is the 
violator to be called virtuous and the defender a scoundrel ? 
Is every nation to be punished, according to the will of 
Germany, for refusing to obey the orders of Germany ? The 
idea is monstrous. And in subjecting Belgium to all the 
worst horrors of war, together with gratuitous barbarities, 
the Kaiser has acted like a fiend rather than a man. That 
he is still followed by a whole nation shows Shelley’s pre
science in the fine line about “ King-deluded Germany.”

Deliberate vileness, such as the sacking of Louvain, should 
put the Kaiser outside the recognition of humanity. To 
denounce him as an enemy to civilisation, and to declare 
that there is no safety or dignity for the world until he 
is hunted down and slain, is the duty of every self-respecting 
country. The Japanese acted humanely in their war with 
Russia. There is no need to talk about “ semi-Asiatic ” 
Powers. And what is “ Germanism ”  ? Renan’s noble 
letter to Strauss, after the Franco-German war, pointed 
out that the hegemony of Europe had changed hands. 
It had been transferred from France to Germany. “ Thirty 
years hence,”  Renan said, “ we shall ask you what you have 
done with it.” And what have they done with it ? The 
symbol of Germanism is a rifle and a sword. It is respon
sible for the militarism of Europe ; in other words, for the 
deoivilisation of Europe. With endless gabble about God as 
the Kaiser’s personal friend and Germany’s sworn defender.

“ If one smite thee on the one cheek, turn unto him the 
other also.”— Jesus Christ. “ Germany must be utterly and 
entirely smashed up.” —Rev. A. J. Waldron.

Here is a statement from an American paper—the Phila
delphia Ledger—that all sensible people and well-wishers to 
civilisation would do well to bear in mind:—

“ The pillars of civilisation are undermined and human 
aspirations bludgeoned down by no Power, hut by a 
Powers ; by no autocrat, but by all autocrats; not because 
this one or that has erred or dared or dreamed or swaggered; 
but because all, in a mad stampede for armament, trade, ant 
territory, have sowed swords and guns, nourished harvos 
of death-dealing crops, made ready the way.”

That seems to us an exact summary of the situation. Who 
actually begins the quarrel is a question of really minor 
importance when all have been so acting as to make a, 
quarrel inevitable. Had the Christian nations been allied 
together by bonds of mutual respect, brotherhood, or 
admiration, war on any large scale would have been 
impossible. But this has not been the case. They wero 
allied not because of mutual good feeling, but because ot 
mutual hatred of someone else. And alliances on tha 
basis cannot be any genuine guarantee of peaoe, but may 
easily become provocative of war.

The August issue of the Hackney Parish Monthly—-a 
religious journal— was, we expect, published before the 
outbreak of the war, otherwise it would hardly have in
serted the Bishop of Chelmsford’s remark, “ Was it a matter 
of chance that we had a President of the United States who 
believed, who preached the worth of that Book; that hero 
in England we had a King who was not ashamed to say 
read a chapter every day of his life ; that in Germany tney 
had a man who openly said that he tried to fashion his h 
and his work on the teaching of that Holy Book?” 
wonder what the Bishop now thinks of the influence of » 16 
Bible upon the Kaiser ? Stupidity has a boomerang cap» 
city of returning to the point from which it is launched.

The Bishop of Chelmsford was exulting on the increase m 
the circulation of the Bible. On the other hand, the Bwb®P 
of Norwich is lamenting the ominous decline of B* 
reading. Both bishops are correct. There has been 
larger number of Bibles circulated ; but there is less dov 
tional reading of the Bible. The truth is, that the circu  ̂
tion of the Bible is almost as artificial as the circulation o 
trading circular. It is circulated in large numbers beca 
it is to the direct interest of a powerful and wealthy c.°r^ ;a 
ation that it should be. It is accepted, or bought, in 
country, at least, for various reasous that are quite ° D j 
nected with any desire to read the Bible. In this re  ̂ j  
the Bible stands alone. The circulation of a ^ ° ar0 a 
copies of any other book proves absolutely that there ^  
thousand people, at least, who desire to read it- uiat 
circulation of 10,000 copies of the Bible only prove8 
some Society is interested in 10,000 people getting n° 
it. To argue the value of the Bible from the nunm® 
copies circulated is exactly like a pill-maker proving ^  
quality of his pills by the number of circulars that 
placed in letter-boxes.

According to some of the daily papers a determined 
is to be made to capture German trade. In that case bro 
“ gods ” will be made again in Birmingham, and giddy gaU 
in many other places in England.

Some foreign liners have been held up. We wish 80Die 
penny-a-liners in Fleet-street had suffered the same fa*6,

A provincial paper recently referred in its war notes to th® 
“ fact ” that “  the great Garibaldi ” had offered his servic 
to the French Army. It would be unkind to suggest tn 
the editor deserves a “  biscuit.”

According to the daily papers the Mohammedans b®*® 
been praying for the success of the British troops. 
the whole of Europe in a ferment of fanaticism, and. * 
almond-eyed Japanese doing their Oriental best to imita 
them, the “ Lord ” wiil have to defend his ears with sow 
of Herbert Spencer’s woollen plugs.

Bishop Boyd Carpenter has broken into verse over the 
subject of the War. Here are two lines :—

“  In thee alone we place our hope,
Thou keeper of the just.

We do not like that reference to a “  keeper ”  in the 1ft8* 
line. It suggests Colney Hatch too forcibly.

The Christian proprietors of the Daily Telegraph h®;v® 
felt the lack of present-day poetry to express the vv
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feeling adequately, and have reprinted some o f “ block 
Kipling'e outworn outbursts. Why don’t the,j reset n Wook 
typo the “  Cursing Psalm ”  from the Old iestamens. 
" God’s ”  ways are so much better than our ways.

J°rd Alfred Douglas has joined the French Army, and is 
w at the front. This is good news, for had he joined the 

"  Army ho might have sought absolution at the hands 
he Bishop of L o n d o n .__ _

Mr, H. G-, Wells has been hailed as a prophet for his 
k ticipations in “  The War in the Air.” Will someone 

mdly make a claim for Milton, who has much to say of 
“ e heavenly militia ?

1 ^  War Book o f Facts has been issued. We are heartily 
the B'bl^ear °r newsPaPera are as fuh of fiction as

rrn>k0 ^ 6Vl Rhondda Williams has the happy knack of seeing 
1 l !0 clearly whatever he wishes to see. In the Christian 
tat' ^ °̂r l u §ust he asserts that “  a national interpre- 
vi !°n °f the world and of human nature is not barren in xba 
th t aS re" arhs the reality of God.”  We confidently give 

I ftssertion the lie direct. We rather agree with Newman 
hen he says that “ it is a question whether Atheism is not 
? Philosophically consistent with tho phenomena of the 

Physical world as the doctrine of a creative and governing 
Power.” We go further than the great Cardinal, and boldly 
eolare that Atheism is the only consistent philosophy of 
e Universe. Mr. Williams does not interpret the world 

v “ onally, but spiritually, or religiously. In other words, 
o interprets it as a believer in God, and, at best, his 
ason plays a very subordinate part in the process. No 

Parson believes in the free play of tho pure intellect, 
ecause, as Newman says, it “ forms the inlet for an 

of f,orro<RDg and all-dissolving Scepticism, the very poison 
o soul.”  We differ from all the parsons, holding with 

. ’h’ that “ tho free play of the pure intellect is the necessary 
d sufficient guarantee of all improvement of the race.”

Mr. R, j_ Campbell is a believer in what he calls angelic 
'nistry. He thinks there are guardian angels hovering 
ind, always ready to come to the help and succor of 

‘stressed human beings. Curiously enough, he alludes 
0 the tragedy which came to Mark Twain in the sudden 

j <;ath of his eldest daughter, and tells us that no God of 
, Ve and sympathy, no angels of light and cheer, came 
0 comfort the great writer in the supreme sorrow of his 
te. Why did the tender-hearted Father of the race, why 
‘d the ministering spirits, withhold the aid he so much 

Reeled? Why?

¡ A  recent issue of the South African Beview contains an 
dictment of Salvation Army 11 Charitable ” methods that 
hi occasion small surprise to those who remember the 

°ctroversy here when Mr. Manson published his book 
faling with this much-boomed institution. It appears, 
s°i that the Army in South Africa is following the same 

®at> that wa3 adopted here—silence. They know that in 
he long run that is their wisest policy. A reply means 
dtroversy, and controversy might lead to inquiry. And 
cat i8 (¡ho last thing the Army desires. Inquiry by 

Journalists eager for 11 copy,”  aud who are ready to take 
reports of Army officials without question may be 

‘derated—even welcomed. But inquiry by independent 
aod capable men it will not have if it can be prevented.
. "o  “ Army ” trust to the ignorance of many, and the 
l£iGifferon0e of nearly all for protection.

The South African Beview gives a number of cases of men 
I'drnod from the Army’s shelters who ought to have been 
“dniitted, and of the callousness of officials when no 
advertising end has to be served. It also emphasises the 
^Paid and underpaid labor employed by the Army in South 
Africa, as in England. It says :—

3s. per week—or nothing; and the black laborer employed 
at 10s. or 15s. per week.

Here is another illuminating excerpt:—
“  At the social farm in Durban, one of the finest creameries 

in the country has been built by this underpaid and unpaid 
labor. The milkman there, who held a position of trust on 
25s. a month, absconded with the takings on one occasion. 
It is believed that no criminal process was taken against 
him, as in the first place the magistrate would be inclined to 
look leniently on a case of this kind where the employee was 
so outrageously underpaid, and this circumstance would 
certainly have alienated public sympathy from the Army.”

The Army is also accused of “ faking ”  its statistics of 
“ free ” meals distributed by incorporating the meals issued 
to the men acting as cooks, cleaners, waiters, night watch
men, etc. Finally, of the accommodation provided, the 
writer says:—

“ The beds are vermin-infested, the towels are as dirty as 
dishcloths, there is never any soap provided with which to 
keep one’s self clean, and yet they have the effrontery to 
come forward as public benefactors to the outcast.”

It is tho same tale over again. And doubtless the Army 
officials foel as Mercury did when the gods were listening to 
the dispute between the sceptic and the believer: What does 
it matter if a sensible man here and there agrees with the 
sceptic ; all the fools are on our side ?

The Bishop of Zanzibar entertains a damagingly low 
estimate of the Christian world. A sermon by him appears 
in the Church Times for August 28, in which he says: “ To 
those of us who live outside the civilised world and look at 
it across the ocean, it has seemed over and over again that 
vision is dead; that the civilised world, calling itself the 
Christian world, has had hardly anything to offer to the new 
races to which it comes.” His lordship is quite right. The 
Christian world is not one whit better than the Pagan, and 
consequently the very idea of foreign missions is the most 
ridiculous ever heard of. And yet the Bishop is a missionary.

The Bishop believes in a dragon—“ that dragon, the great 
serpent called Satan,” the arch-liar of the Universe. Now, 
the dragon’s greatest lie is that man is ultimately indepen
dent of G od; that man develops apart from God, and in his 
own power will attain to his own destiny, A dozen years 
ago Londoners heard this lie with great horror from such 
places as the City Temple pulpit; but those who were blind 
enough to love it ealled it, not the lie of lies, but the New 
Theology. The gist of the New Theology was that “  God 
could be ignored.”  Poor Mr. Campbell knows now that he 
is— or was, during the wild days of his New Theology cam
paign—not a minister of Christ, but a messenger of the 
great serpent called Satan, assiduously telling thousands of 
people the greatest of all lies.

The more we know of the extremely orthodox Bishop of 
Zanzibar, the more interesting he becomes to us. After the 
lie of the dragon comes that of the great beast, which is, 
that the State is greater than Cod. Then appears the third 
lie, the lie of the false prophet, which is, “ that Jesus Christ 
has not come in the flesh, and therefore that Christian 
brotherhood is a mere dream, and that brotherhood, if ever 
it come, will be the fruit of a mere process of evolution.” 
Now, because we have all more or less listened to and 
adopted these awful lies, the curse of war has been inflicted 
upon us. The Bishop says :—

“  Think, then, of the great lies, the lie of the dragon, the 
lie of the beast, the lie of the false prophet, which in God’s 
judgment and in God’s mercy have brought us to our present 
pass.”

Is it any wonder that the churches are abandoned aud the 
altars deserted ?

A man named Kirk was killed by a passing motor outside 
St. Martin’s Church, London. What our Scotch friends 
would call a case of two kirks.

“ The • Social ’ farms which are blessed with the name of 
these people, do not benefit the applicant financially. A man 
>s only employed on the condition that he labors in return for 
his food and bed, and the food at the farm at Kondebosch is 
Worse than that supplied to convicts at any of the gaols. 
Borne of the out and out plodders, whose duties consist 
of rising about three or four o’clock in the morning to 
make arrangements for the delivery of milk, may receive 
remuneration of something like 12s. a month.”
the farms in Durban, Driefontein, and Rondebosch, all 

‘ sited by the writer of the article, native labor is employed 
, “ the rate of from ¿62 to ¡63 per month. Some have the 
rother white Christian, compelled to ask for help, paid at

Owing to the monetary crisis the Cardinals of the Homan 
Church are unable to get their monthly salaries, Bays a daily 
paper. We hope that the scarlet-cloaked ecclesiastics will 
not imperil their mortal souls by using Shavian adjectives.

What Polytheists these Christians are ! At social func
tions, at places of worship, in newspapers, and even in 
public-houses tho dramatis persona! of the Popular Super
stition are hourly invoked. It is a species of intoxication 
in which the votaries seem unable to distinguish between 
the god of battles and the god of bottles.
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Saint Peter, who is alleged to have charge of the gates of 
heaven, together with his staff, must be working overtime 
just now. Maybe, to please the military arrivals, the war
like old saint wears the sword with which he cut off some
one’s aural appendage many years ago.

Handkerchiefs with alleged portraits of Field Marshal 
Lord Kitchener are being sold on the kerbs by itinerant 
merchants. His lordship, who is not a young man, appears 
to have one Christlike quality in the pictures, for he always 
remains about thirty years of age.

Dr. G. Pascal, founder and former editor of the Entente 
Cordiale Review, is a humorist. A short time since he was 
visited by a police constable for the purpose of registering 
his name as an alien. Ab a consequence, the doctor says he 
is half inclined to change the name of the great Pascal to 
that of Rascal, “  and make it more English.”

“  A soldier can be made in a few months, but it takes four 
years to make a sailor,”  says a halfpenny paper. The 
clergy pretend to turn a “ devil ”  into an ” angel ”  in a few 
minutes—fees as per scale. _

Some of the religious papers have thought it good policy 
to write of the late Pope’s 11 obscurantism,” of his antipathy 
to advanced thought, etc., etc. The criticisms seem to us 
extremely ill-advised. All they mean is that the Pope was a 
Christian and believed in Christianity. It might even be, 
although of this there may be doubts, that his attitude 
represented deliberate policy. A far-seeing man might well 
conclude that concessions to the “ Liberal ” school of theo
logians only pave the way for still further concessions, and, 
above all, weaken the support of the more orthodox type of 
mind. In the long run that policy gains nothing. An army 
in which each unit is devoted to the same idea is a far more 
effective instrument than one which is divided by all manner 
of conflicting ideals. And although the Papal policy may 
have offended some, it is certain that it contented a much 
greater number. And when we bear in mind that the 
teachings to which the Pope clung were all part of historic 
Christianity, we must confess to feeling more respect for the 
one who makes a straight fight for his belief, however mis
taken we may believe him to be, than for those whose chief 
anxiety is to trim and shape so as to secure a larger measure 
of popular support.

The “ Asterisks” column in the Star contains the wittiest 
paragraphs in the daily press. Here is an excellent example. 
“  Eligible Cardinals are now anxiously studying Mr. Belloc’s 
Path to Rome, and wondering if it would be safe.”

The Christian World for August 27 is in a state of 
tumultuous rapture over what it calls “  the soothing influ
ence ”  of the Churches in the present war-time. At last 
preachers have discovered that they have “ a great function 
to fulfil and great messages to deliver,” The article is in
tended to serve as an advertisement of the same week’s 
issue of the Christian World Pulpit, which contains sermons 
on the war by Dr. Clifford, Dr. Campbell Morgan, and Canon 
Wilberforce. On consulting these sermons, we learn that 
Dr. Clifford soothes his people by informing them that Great 
Britain is nearly, if not quite, as responsible for the un
sheathing of the sword as Germany; that Dr. Campbell 
Morgan comforts his congregation by repeating the hoary- 
headed old lie, “  The Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice 
and that Canon Wilberforce tries to calm the disturbed 
feelings of his hearers by assuring them that he knows 
what no human being ever has known, or ever can know, 
namely, that the Lord who reigns is omnipotent love. We 
verily pity the credulous simpletons who pretend to bo 
soothed and comforted by such palpable falsehoods.

Some divines are of opinion that the present war is going 
to solve all problems and cleanse the earth from all evils. 
Dr. Orchard does not hesitate to affirm that “  we shall never 
need to waste our breath upon the belief in force, the trust 
in statecraft, and the appeal to selfishness again,” because 
“  their Nemesis has arrived.”  Such an assertion is foolish 
in the extreme. War has never resulted in the moral re
generation of the people engaged in it. Was either France 
or Prussia in any degree ennobled by the war of 1870 ? The 
inevitable tendency of war is to degrade and demoralise all 
who take part in i t ; and the present sanguinary conflict is 
not likely to be an exception to the rule.

Dr. Orchard goes to the length of saying that the war 
now being waged is at once “  a terrible catastrophe,”  and

“  obviously an apocalypse of God.”  That it is “  a terrible 
catastrophe ” is beyond all doubt; but it is the sheerest 
nonsense to call it a revelation of God. Does the reverend 
gentleman believe in and worship “ the Lord of Sabaoth ” ? 
Is the Deity he glories in and preaches “  a man of war ” ? 
What infinite folly it is to imagine that the bloody war now 
in progress is “ obviously an apocalypse” of a tender-hearted, 
loving Father in heaven 1 Dr, Orchard goes further still 
when, in answer to the question, “ Where now is the 
kingdom of Christ which we believed was growing up in 
our m idst” ? He says, “ It may be that this is the way 
that the kingdom is to come ; and that only by this means 
shall the foundations be laid bare on which alone the City 
of God can be built.”  It would be impossible to surpass the 
absurdity of that sentence; not even a pulpiteer could do it.

The worship of the God of Battles has everywhere super
seded the worship of the Man of Sorrows. The hea 
quarters of the Young Men’s Christian Association has been 
turned into a barracks, and the mild excitement of draught8 
and tea and toast is suspended by the warlike Twell 
London Territorials. The irony is as complete as if theJ 
displayed a notice, “ No Christian Need Apply.”

The Bishop of London has benefited to the amount of 
£100 under the will of the late Mr. H. E. Trevanio 
who died from veronal poisoning at Hove in 1912. 
lordship will thus be enabled to purchase a splendid unifor 
for his six weeks’ campaigning.

The Act of Parliament dealing with aliens and alien 
enemies, which has been enforced recently, is a ve I 
ancient and drastic statute. In seaport towns it won 
have roped in the twelve disciples.

The Bishop of Khartoum, who was a footballing celebrity 
in earlier days, is going to the front as a chaplain. As a 
sky-pilot, he wiil run little risk of having his inside left on 
the field.

The search for the soul is a quest that has been 8°l?j*j0g 
throughout the centuries, but it is now in a fair way oi ° 
settled. We saw the other day, outside a picture Pal® ’ 
notice : “ A Woman’s soul, 3,000 feet long.” Now we 
be long 1

The war has had a terrible effect on the publishing ^^et0 
and last week no less than twenty-three publication8 
suspended. In addition, most of those still being issU® jg a 
greatly reduced in size. One of the defunct periodica ^   ̂
religious paper, and we wonder if the editor is snre 
glorious resurrection.

THE CITY CHOIR.
I  went to hear the city choir,

The summer night was still ;
I heard the music mount the spire,

They sang: “  He’ll take the pil—”
“ I ’m on ! I ’m on 1 ” the tenor cried,

And looked into my face;
“ My journey home! My journey home 1 ’ 

Was bellowed by the base.
“  It is for the—1 It is for the—! ” 

Shrieked the soprano shrill;
I know not why they looked at me 

And yelled: “ He’ll take the pil— ! ”
Then, clutching wildly at my breast,

Oh, heaven 1 my heart stood still.
“  Yes, yes,” I cried, “ if that is best,

Ye powers 1 I ’ll take the pil—”
As I, half fainting, reached the door,

And saw the starry dome,
I  heard them sing, “  When life is o’er 

He’ll take the pilgrim home.”

The secret of success is concentration; wherever 
has been a great life, or a great work, that has gonebe  ̂
Taste everything a little, look at everything a little; wg 
for o:ie thing. Anything is possible to a man who 
his end and moves straight for it, and for it alone. 
Schrnner,
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To Correspondents.

Honobaeidm F und, 1914.—Previously acknowledged, 
o 14s. 6d. Received since:—A. D. Corrick, £ 1 ; Geo.

2̂nd 8ub-)> 10s. ; A. W. Hatty, 2s. 6d. ; A Sergeant of 
British Army and Wife, 10s. ; E. Brooks, £1 ; E. B. (2nd 

!ob-)- £1 I s . ; E. Lechmere, 10s. ; W. Cromack and Friend, 
°8- 1 Hy. Organ, 2s. 6d.
•W. Hutty.—“ Stopping” a war is rather a dream. Some
thing more than advice is necessary. That is why we say that 
Peace can only be served during peace.
0B*is Christopher.—August 31 is late for a notice of a death 
on August 8—and Tuesday too !
■ B , sending a second cheque for the President’s Honorarium 

hud, wishes he could make it a hundred times as much. He 
auds that “  if all who enjoy and profit by the intellectual treat 
provided for them in the Freethinker would put their shoulders 
0 the wheel, and give one determined push, this Fund would 

reach the maximum asked for in no time.”
A. Rvmer.—Shall be read at once. Glad you “ have found the 

reethinker an inspiring force.”
• Obomack.—Thanks for taking two copies every week. 

Rcsetti.—Thanks.
Millar.—No space left this week. Shall appear in our next. 

8eculab Society, L imited, office is at 2 Newcastle-street,
*arringdon-street, E .C .

National Secular Society’s office is at 2 Newcastle-street, 
Earringdon-street, E.C.

^ hen the services of the National Seoular Sooiety in connection 
^ith Secular Burial Services are required, all communications 
should be addressed to the secretary, Miss E. M. Vance.

RS *or tbe Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to 
4 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

Iiectube Noticeb must reach 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon- 
?treet, E.C., by first post Tuesday, or they will not be
inserted.

Ebiends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by 
Marking the passages to which they wish us to call attention. 

•̂'LEits for literature should be sent to the Shop Manager of the 
Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street Farringdon-street, E.C., 
and not to the Editor.

Freethinker will be forwarded direot from the publishing 
°ffice to any part of the world, post free, at the following 
fates, prepaid :—One year, 10s. 6d. ; half year, 5s. 3d. ; three 
months 2s. 8d.

Sugar Plums.

Mr. Foote’s business calls are very heavy this week. 
* Rst, there is the business side of the paper to deal with 

this critical time ; second, there are sudden unexpected 
difficulties to be met of a character which can hardly be a 
theme for common publicity. Then there is the call of that 
Week with our old friend, de Caux, at Yarmouth, right 
°Pposite the useless armaments of the Kaiser, who has 
®hips but no water— a thing which he appears to have over
looked. For these and other reasons Mr. Foote doesn’t feel 
dying for work just at present. And his old friends will 
forgive him for a little laziness now and then. They know 
he has done more than one man’s share of work in the world 
“heady.

At the Conference of the N. S. S. held in 1913, it was 
resolved that one Sunday during September in every year 
should be called by the branches the “  Charles Bradlaugh 
Monday,” and, whenever possible, on the day nearest to the 
anniversary of Charles Bradlaugh’s birth, lectures or read
ings dealing with his life and work should be delivered. 
Charles Bradlaugh was born on September 26, 1833, and 
branches are therefore reminded that thiB year “  Bradlaugh 
Sunday”  will be celebrated on September 27.

Professor E. S. Beesly opens the September number of 
the Positivist Review with an able and impartial article on 
I’he war. With reference to Germany’s refusal to promise 
1° respect the neutrality of Belgium, Professor Beesly makes 
I’he following strong protest:—

“ Now to the maintenance of this, Germany was as much 
pledged as France or England. Her invasion was an outrage 
on the public law of Europe, preceded by the proposal that 
Belgium should violate her clear duty, and followed by an 
attempted justification amazing in its flagrant oynicism. I 
confess I can hardly restrain my indignation when I think of 
those fields dedicated to peaoe and now filled with carnage, 
of that nation guaranteed inviolate by the most solemn 
engagements, and now given over to all the ruin of war. 
If this be suffered, then we may tear up all treaties, re
pudiate all international obligations, dissolve all inter

national tribunals, abandon all hopes of peace and settled 
order, and accept the reign of military necessity and naked 
force. May that day never dawn ! ”

We say “ Amenl” to this. The basest of all objections 
against any war is that wrong-doing outside our own frontiers 
is no business of ours. No wonder that the “ Refusal 
of Aid Between Nations ”  roused the eloquent indignation 
of a poet like Dante Rossetti.

The following is an extract from an old friend and 
supporter:—

“ I have great pleasure in enclosing my annual subscription
to the President’s Honorarium Fund for 1914...... 1 realise
that the war will have a serious effect upon the Freethinker 
and Freethought organisations, but although a difficult 
struggle is before you I know that as a man used to 
vioissitudes you will not easily be dejected. You have my 
warmest wishes for success in keeping our flag flying, and I 
beg to assure you of my hearty support.”

We are afraid that leaving Newcastle-street (which is com
pulsory) and obtaining other premises in spite of Christian 
bigotry, with the expense of refitting, and the almost certain 
increase of rent, will be a greater tax upon us than even the 
war itself, And the two together 1 Ay, there’s the rub !

We were much moved by the following letter, bearing 
no name, but bearing an address in Devonshire—good old 
Devonshire—the county of George Odger and Richard 
Carlile, and a crowd of other heroes, to say nothing of 
poets and statesmen:—■

“  Dear Sir,—Kindly accept enclosed P. O. for 10s. towards 
your Fund as a token of gratitude from ‘ A Sergeant of the 
British Army and Wife.’ ”

We appreciate that “ gratitude.” We are proud of it. The 
biggest subscription is but a subscription. This is something 
more. War is a desperate business, but it is never got up by 
the soldier himself, who is sometimes nearly the finest type 
of man on earth. His primary object, then, is to defend his 
own country whenever it is attacked. Some foolish Pacifists 
(we were never of that kidney) sneer at the soldier as one 
who engages to shoot anybody for a shilling a day. Let it be 
so, if you will, but pray remember that he also engages to 
be shot at for a shilling a day. That alters the case a bit. 

• -
The other morning we saw a sight that made us feel 

absolutely tender towards the British soldier. About two 
hundred newly enlisted Tommies, some in kahki, some 
still in the civilian’s clothes in which they “ joined,” were 
drawn up at the western mouth of Lombard-street. They 
had been told that their King and their Country wanted 
them. They had Lord Kitchener’s word for it—and every
body regards him as an honest man. They had taken the 
great soldier’s word, they had flocked to their country’s 
standard, they were eager to smite down its enemies, they 
were ready to lose their own blood, their own lives, in its 
defence. They had also faced the fear of fears—apprehension 
for those near and dear to them when a “  grateful country ” 
might he all that stood between these and destitution. A 
“ grateful country ” 1 Heaven save the mark 1 A “  grateful 
country ” was represented then and there by the usual 
crowd which gathers at that spot. It will hardly be 
believed, but not a hand, not a voice, was raised to cheer 
and encourage them. Not a smile, save a cynical one, was 
on the face of any spectator. Winks were exchanged 
amongst the Mammonites. All the Tommy Atkinses in the 
world were, at bottom, fighting for these gentlemen. These 
gentlemen didn’t cheer, they couldn’t cheer, they had no 
country. They were worshipers of Mammon,— “ the least 
erected spirit that fell.” Soldiers, to them, only meant 
“  food for powder.”  There was a mighty “ call to arms ”  
for “ King and country,” and this was the first result; 
marching in the broiling sun, without a sign of recognition 
from th6 “  country.”  They might have been a gang of 
workmen going out to dredge the Thames, or something of 
that sort, instead of a band of newly enlisted soldiers in a 
time of war, marching out into the shadow of death from 
which many of them might never emerge. We had our 
own thoughts of that well-dressed and for the most part 
vulpine-looking crowd. And we took off our hat to Tommy 
Atkins.

Mr. F. J. Gould sends us a nice photograph of himself, 
taken at New York, with a pleasant inscription which we 
ought to value—and do.

Men create the gods after their own image, not only with 
regard to their form, but with regard to their mode of life 
—Aristotle.
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The Material Basis of Life.—II.

( Concluded from p. 589.)
Co n s is t in g  so largely of proteid matter, protoplasm 
is to be considered as colloidal in character. Bnt the 
elaborate examinations of living protoplasm which 
have been conducted by a host of investigators 
under the most refined microscopic conditions have 
revealed a life-stuff structure far more complex than 
that displayed by lifeless colloid.

The physical make-up of protoplasm is extremely 
involved, and several theories have been advanoed to 
explain the ascertained facts. None of these theories 
has, so far, won universal biological acceptance, but 
for all practical purposes, unanimity of opinion on 
all the main outstanding issues is merely a matter 
of time.

The unequal amounts of water which protoplasm 
from hour to hour contains are largely responsible 
for the varying phases this life-stuff presents. Not 
only is protoplasm built up by an extensive variety 
of dissimilar substances, but the sum total of 
materials which constitutes a given quantity of 
living matter varies with the plants and animals 
that it produces. And it must not be forgotten 
that every protoplasmic structure is subject to never 
ceasing changes so far as the substances composing 
it are concerned. This oonstant transformation 
renders it extremely difficult to arrive at any definite 
concept of its exact state. Not merely are the con
stituents of protoplasm in a perpetual flux, but the 
very elements of living substance themselves become 
related to one another in the most various ways.

In order to fully understand life’s mechanism it 
is necessary to study it in its dynamic state, and 
that is a condition so far unattained. As George 
Henry Lewes said many years ago, when we attempt 
to analyse “ life,” the organisms which manifest life 
have ceased to live long before our inquiry is com
pleted. Abbott’s comparison of living matter with 
a chronometer is an excellent one, and illustrates the 
difficulty in a very striking manner. He writes:—

“ A watch is a delicately constructed and complicated 
mechanism of many parts, which by their action in 
moving the hands in certain fixed relations of time 
and space enables us thereby to tell the time of day. 
It is possible for anyone to take such an instrument 
apart and make a little pile of the wheels, screws, 
and springs, but when he has done so, the mass of 
metal and jewels whioh he holds in his hands is no 
longer a watoh, and cannot be made to serve its 
original purpose. The very apparent reason is that 
the inherent quality of the watch, by virtue of which 
it is a watch, that is, a timekeeper, is involved not only 
in the parts composing it, but in their relations to each 
other as well, and such a mechanism will run correctly 
only when every part is in its proper place and adjusted 
carefully to every other part with reference to the joint 
action of the whole.”

What applies to the watoh as a going oonoern 
applies with equal truth to the architectural phe
nomena of protoplasm. Its vital activities are 
inseparably associated with its entirety. Precisely 
as the separate pieces of matter must be properly 
fitted together to form a complete mechanical 
contrivance—whether it be watoh or steam-engine 
—which is capable of performing work, so the 
chemical constituents which supply the material 
make-up of living substances must be so arranged 
as to form an organic whole that is capable of 
carrying out the functions of life. The architecture 
or organisation of organic matter is its all in all.

As soon as this architectural unity is tampered 
with, although the weight of its substance and 
its chemical constituents remain what they were, 
its structure has been destroyed, and the ohemical 
compound ceases to live and breathe. From the 
standpoint of structure the watoh analogy is com
plete, but, of course, unlike the solid material 
component parts of the time-piece, living material 
is largely composed of water. Protoplasm is, in j 
consequence, capable of adapting itself through

wide ranges of structural modification without 
injury. And it seems very probable that in this 
very power of adjustment to the ever changing 
conditions of existence is to be found the secret 
of those animal and vegetable variations upon 
whioh organio evolution depends.

The physical basis of life manifests the power of 
automatic movement. Its appearance, in the words 
of Dujardin, is that of a greyish, viscid, slimy, semi
transparent and semi-fluid substance. _ When its 
movements are unimpeded and not limited by the 
walls of vessels, this life-stuff flows in all directions, 
as we see it in the motions of the single-celled 
amoeba, or in the white corpuscles of the blood
stream in higher animals. Prof. E. A. Minchin 
states:—

“ When confined in rigid envelopes, as in plant cells, 
the protoplasm exhibits streaming movements of various 
kinds. Even more essentially characteristic of tho 
living matter than the power of movement, is tho 
property of metabolism—that is to say, the capacity 
of assimilating substances different from itself and 
building them up into its own substance [anabolism) • 
and again decomposing these complex molecules into 
simpler ones [katabolism] with production of energy 
in the form of heat, movement, and electrical phe
nomena.......Metabolism results not only in the gener
ation of energy, but also, if anabolism be in exces 
of katabolism, in the increase of bulk and conseque 
growth and reproduction.”

The structural or constitutional units of Pr0"0̂  
plasmic products are the all-important eellma 
bodies. The term “ cell ” traces its origin and ad?P" 
tion to the circumstance that one of the leading 
pioneers of what has since beoome the 8*6 
science of Cytology, while studying the B̂raĈ afi 
of a thin section of cork, made the discovery ^
the cork was built up of tiny chambers, si 
in appearance to the cells of honey-comb. ftjj 
quent investigations disclosed the fact t ¡̂ nde 
organisms—both animal and vegetable—'^ 01®,. „ ¡s 
up of individual cells, much as a human dwe ^  
made possible by a certain definite arrange1116 
the separate bricks and stones whioh oompo j. 
The shapes of these individual cells are sn j ^  
to great modification. They are transforms 
meet the multitudinous requirements of the o 
ism to whose well-being they minister. *be 
are found to vary to a greater and greater d0g 
as we rise in the scale of life, bub there are oer 
cellular characteristics which are universal, 
these are to be regarded as fundamental to 
protoplasmic structures. With the doubtful 6X0 
tion of the Monera, simple organisms which >* 
allegedly destitute of a nucleus, and probably ma.?_ 
bacteria whose protoplasm has, so far, eluded di 
oovery, it may be said that every cell is dine - 
entiated into two protoplasmic parts. These cons1® 
of the more or less circular nucleus lying near the 
cell’s centre, and composed of comparatively soli 
material, and the cytoplasm which is more A“1 
in its constitution than the nucleus. The cyto
plasm and its contained nucleus together make op 
the cell. Very commonly the cell is surrounded by 
a definite and sometimes thickened cell-wall. This 
characteristic is conspicuous in the tissues of plants, 

“ in which the cell-wall becomes very thick and rigid 
through the deposit of various carbohydrates (pectin, 
cellulose). It is the latter (or its derivative, lignin) 
that gives its characteristic rigidity and hardness to 
wood. In animals, on the other hand, in only ono 
rather obscure group—the Ascidians or ‘ Sea Squirts 
—does cellulose occur, and it is the exception rather 
than the rule for the cell-wall to attain any con
siderable thickness or prominence. In many aninia 
cells there is no cell-wall at all, the viscosity and 
surface tension of the mass of protoplasm holding it 
together.”

The nucleus is of different chemical constitution 
to the cytoplasm ; it is marvellously complex, and it 
is by far the most important cellular constituent, 
while a complete understanding of its involved 
phenomena will, in all human probability, dissipate 
the difficulties which at present surround the pr0" 
found problem of hereditary transmission.

j
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The oytoplasm is frequently provided with vacuoles 
^ *ch contain a watery fluid, starch grains, yolk 
granules, ohlorophyll bodies which produce the 
green in the foliage of plants, and other materials.

hese substances may be viewed as the waste 
batters and by-produots of cell-life, and are dis- 
Inguished from the living protoplasm by the term

wcta-plasm.
The nucleus or karyoplasm, as it is occasionally 

°alled in contrast to its enciroling cytoplasm, having 
almost the same refractive index as oytoplasm, is 
V0ry rarely visible in living cells. But the nucleus 
readily responds to stainibg, and is then quite dis- 
inotly seen. Under these conditions it becomes 

dearly outlined in its cytoplasmic setting, and its 
W'croscopio study is easily oarried on.

"he protoplasm of the nucleus consists of at least 
w° substances. One of these substanoes stains 
asily with most dyes, and on that aooount is 

,,n̂ n as chromatin, while the other (the linin) 
atains with great difficulty and looks like a sort

network or soaffolding supporting the chromatin, 
oth chromatin and linin are surrounded by a watery 
ranaparent fluid, sometimes termed hyaloplasm.” 

A nucleolus is also present in many cells, but its 
Purpose is as yet not understood.

The vast majority of cells oarry a single nucleus, 
et in others several nuolei may be seen dotted 
hrongh the cytoplasm. In the kingdom of plants 
he oell-wall or envelope is an important cell struo- 
Qre, as it furnishes the strength and rigidity which 

are as necessary to the plant as the skeleton is to 
animals. The presence or non-presence of a cell-wall 
8> however, very materially determined by the stress 

and strain to which the various cells are subjected. 
In tissues where there are strains and stresses 

e be borne, cell-walls develop in response to such 
stimuli, but where they are not necessary they do 
h°t appear, or only partially develop.”
. It is very suggestive that such unwalled cells have 
JQst as many nuolei as if they were partitioned by 
pell-envelopes and led a semi-independent life. There 
18 little reason to doubt that the presenoe of the 
hocleus is indispensable to the oytoplasm if it is to 
Perform its functions with due efficiency. A tiny 
eeotion of a cell, if it contain a fragment of nuclear 
Matter will continue to live, while, on the contrary, 
a aorap of cytoplasm deprived of its nuclear sub- 
8Iance soon stagnates and dies. The nucleus is thus 
°hvionsly the centre of the cell’s vitality, and we 
hWst agree with those eminent cytologists who 
PWture the phenomena of cell-life as the produots 
°I “ an area of protoplasm dominated by a 
huoleus.”

All that has ever been truly explained in matters 
biological has been interpreted in terms of matter 
hnd motion, and that circumstance completely justi
fies the expectation that all future conquests of 
Nature’s seorets will be won by strictly material 
Methods. Both in theory and practice this great 
Verity is fully realised by the overwhelming majority 
°f contemporary biologists. The laboratory pro
motion of organic compounds has become a eom- 
bWnplaoe. The famous biologist Biibschli has suo- 
°eeded in synthesising “ artificial foams of minute 
etructure which not only mimic the appearanoe of 
Protoplasm, but can be made to exhibit streaming 
aWaoboid movements very similar to those of simple 
Protoplasmic organisms.”

But this is merely a beginning. The small school 
°t vitalists and neo-vitalists is likely to become 
8Waller. No solitary recent discovery in the slightest 
degree countenances their mystical theories. As that 
thoughtful botanist, H. C. Cowles says:—

“ Each year the list of 1 vitalistio activities ’ of plants 
becomes more and more restricted through the estab
lishment of a definite physical or chemical cause for 
what has been thought to have a vitalistic explanation, 
while never in the history of science has any phenomenon, 
once explained on a chemical or physical basis, later 
been found to be vitalistic.'’

Joseph Priestley.—III.

By G. W . F oote.
[Reprinted.]

(Continued from  p. 557.)
Priestley settled finally at Northumberland, residing in a 
house surrounded by delicious gardens, and situated so as to 
command the finest prospect on the Susquehanna. Still 
full of scientific ardor, he endeavored to establish a college 
there. He drew up the plans, and was chosen president; 
but the promised support was not forthcoming, and only the 
shell of the building was erected. That scheme failing, he 
set about ereoting a laboratory and a library in his own 
grounds. And there, beloved by all his neighbors, he spent 
his few remaining years of life, still, as of yore, philosophi
sing and experimenting. One is glad to learn that his 
English friends still remembered and assisted him. Inde
pendently of .£50 per annum which Mrs. Elizabeth Rayner 
allowed him from the time he left England, she left him by 
her will £2,000 in the four per cents. Mr. Michel Dodson 
left him £500, and Mr. Samuel Salt £100. The Duke of 
Grafton remitted to him annually the sum of £40—a mark 
of aristocratic generosity which one is pleased to find and to 
chronicle, seeing how infrequent the signs of that virtue are 
in the history of our peerage.

In 1801, Priestley was prostrated by a fever, which left 
him sadly debilitated. His digestion was greatly impaired, 
so that he was obliged to refrain from a solid diet, and to 
subsist entirely on pulpy foods or liquids. Gradually he 
grew worse and worse, but to the last, even to the very day 
of his death, he persisted in his studies. On the morning of 
Monday, February 6, 1804, he died as peacefully as a child 
slumbers. A few hours before his death he had assembled 
around his bedside the little ones of the family, who al 
dearly loved h im ; after kissing them and bidding them be 
good and laying upon them a few religious injunctions, full 
of that loving piety which accompanied him through his 
long life, he serenely composed himself for the last long 
sleep, from which the good old man hoped there would be a 
glorious awakening.

Priestley’s constitution was naturally robust, but in early 
youth he had suffered from ulcerated lungs brought on by 
youthful indiscretions, which he himself thought worked no 
other injury than the toning of his constitution down to 
that degree of nervous sensibility most favorable to a 
studious life. His mental faculties were vigorous, and he 
never suffered from headaches or abnormal nervous excite
ment. In the morning he awoke fresh and active, and 
anxious to recommence his labors. He had a large measure 
of that perseverance and pluck which are said to characterise 
Englishmen, and a full share of that energy which Matthew 
Arnold affirms to be the indicator of genius. Those who 
delight in bewailing the brevity of life should take a lesson 
from the history of Joseph Priestley’s labors. The length of 
life depends not altogether on the clock register, but on the 
intensity and completeness with which it is lived.

Priestley’s labors may be divided into four kinds— theo
logical, philosophical, political, and scientific. A brief 
account of each will be necessary before the reader can in 
any way appreciate what this philosopher wrote, thought, 
and discovered.

In politics Priestley was a Democrat. He believed that 
all legitimate governments are based upon the people’s will 
and conducted solely in the people’s interest. For years 
before his emigration to America this was his publicly 
declared political faith, and subsequently to that event he 
became fully convinced of the utility of Republican institu
tions. John Locke had affirmed that “  the end of govern
ment is the good of the governed,” long before Priestley 
wrote; but his theory had not met with general acceptance, 
although probably no one would have asserted that any 
Government could rightfully exist in antagonism to the 
manifest welfare of its subjects. To-day Looke’s diotum is 
a theoretical commonplace, but two centuries ago the 
ruling classes secretly entertained, and the masses tacitly 
admitted, a semi-divine right inherent in wealth and title

T. F. Palmer . to govern the plebeian poor in any manner short of abso-



572 THE FREETHINKER SEPTEMBEK 6, 1914

lutely insupportable tyranny. Priestley, however, was too 
clear-sighted and too large-hearted to rest satisfied with 
such a monstrous theory as that. He rather thought, with 
Paine, whose political writings he highly approved and 
admired, that the rights of man should receive full recogni
tion, and that justice should be no respecter of persons. 
This paragraph, from his famous papers on the First Prin
ciples of Government, is well worth reading even now:—

“ It must necessarily be understood, therefore, whether it 
be expressed or not, that all people live with society for 
their mutual advantage, so that the good and happiness of 
the members, that is, the majority of the members of any 
State, is the great standard by which everything relating to 
that State must finally be determined. And though it may 
be supposed that a body of people may be bound by a 
voluntary resignation of all their interests to a single person, 
or to a few, it can never be supposed that the resignation is 
obligatory on their posterity, because it is manifestly con
trary to the good of the whole that it should be so.”

This brief and emphatic utilitarian utterance is worth a vast 
deal of that windy eloquenoe which often passes current for 
political wisdom. Again, let us quote another passage full 
of vigor and earnestness, which doubtless proved most 
obnoxious to the governing politicians of Priestley’s time, 
furnishing as it did an indirect justification of the revolu
tionary movement in France :—

“ But in the largest States, if the abuses of Government 
should at any time be great and manifest; if the servants of 
the people, forgetting their masters and their masters’ 
interest, should pursue a separate one of their own ; if, 
instead of considering that they are made for the people, 
they should consider the people as made for them ; if the 
oppressions and violations of right should be great, flagrant, 
and universal; if the tyrannical governors should have no 
friends but a few sycophants, who had long preyed upon the 
vitals of their fellow citizens, and who must be expected to 
desert a Government whenever their interests should be 
detached from it ; if, in consequence of these circumstances, 
it should become manifest that the risk which would be run 
attempting a revolution would be trifling, and the evils which 
must be apprehended there were far less than those which 
were actually suffered, and which were daily! ncreasing; in 
the name of God I ask, what principles are there which 
ought to restrain an injured and insulted people from asser
ting their natural rights, and from changing, or even 
punishing, their governors—that is, their servants—who had 
abused their trust, or from altering the whole form of their 
Government, if it appeared to be a structure so liable to 
abuse ? ”

In Priestley’s time Dissenters practised their religions 
worship only on sufferance, and as for more extreme 
heretics, they were quite beyond the pale of toleration or 
justice, being regarded as a species of noxious vermin, who 
might justly be expelled from society, or deprived of life, if 
fitting occasion arose for so treating them. The Established 
Church arrogantly claimed exclusive rights, and supercili
ously looked down upon all other sects from the elevation of 
its monstrous privileges. Against the existence of a State 
Church, Priestley always argued. He boldly asserted what 
even many of his Dissenting brethren were unprepared to 
admit, that the Government had no legitimate oontrol over 
conscience, nor the right to support any opinions whatever.

In theology Priestley was a Unitarian, believing in one 
God, and denying the asserted divinity of Christ. He 
maintained that the divinity of Christ is nowhere asserted 
in Scripture, and was not acknowledged by the Early 
Christians. Primitive Christianity, he argued, was charac
terised by none of the excrescences of later developments of 
that faith, but was simply a recognition of the fatherhood of 
God and the brotherhood of Man. This position he maintains 
in his History of Early Opinions Concerning Jesus Christ, 
and in his History of the Corruptions of Christianity. These 
works are marked by great learning, and the latter is still 
popular and esteemed among Unitarians. The existence of 
God, Priestley thought, could be completely proved by the 
argument from design, which of course was only one that 
he, as an experientialist, could consistently deem valid. 
With the conclusive force of the Design Argument he seems 
to have been quite content, for he never evinced any sense 
of its manifold difficulties and defects. Probably, if he had

lived a century later, in these days of evolution and develop
ment, his lucid intelligence would have perceived that 
looking through Nature up to Nature’s God is a far more 
difficult process than it was once believed to be.

Priestley was in philosophy an experientalist of the school 
of Hobbes and Locke and Hartley. He believed that man 
has no native intuitions, no innate ideas, but that his 
conceptions and beliefs are determined by his powers of 
perception and his faculty of reason. All knowledge, he 
held, is the result of experience, and can come in no other 
way. Man he contemplated as an organised system of 
matter, regulated by purely mechanical laws, and no more 
than the lower animals possessing an independent soul. In 
his celebrated Disquisitions on Matter and Spirit, he main
tains this position with a remarkable force, which has probably 
never been equalled by any other writer on the same side. 
The following quotation summarily expresses his views on 
this subject, and conveys a fair idea of his style and method 
of reasoning:—

“ The powers of sensation or perception and thought, as 
belonging to man, have never been found but in conjunction 
with a certain organised system of matter ;  and, therefore, 
those powers necessarily exist in, and depend upon, sue 
system. This, at least, must be our conclusion, till it oan 
be shown that these powers are incompatible with o 
known properties of the same substance ; and for this 3 
no sort of pretence.

“ It is true that we have a very imperfect idea of what 
power of perception is, and it may be as naturally impossi 
that we should have a clear idea of it as that the eye sbou 
see itself. But this very ignorance ought to make u 
cautious in asserting with what other properties it may 
may not exist. Nothing but a precise and definite know 
ledge of the nature of perception and thought can authorise 
any person to affirm, whether they may not belong to a 
extended substance, which has also the properties of attraĉ  
tion and repulsion. Seeing, therefore, no sort of reason 
imagine that these different properties are inconsistent a 
more than the different properties of resistance and extensl̂ 'e 
I am, of course, under the necessity of being guided by 
phenomena in my conclusions concerning the seat of 
powers of perception and thought. These phenomena 
shall now briefly represent. ry

“ Had we formed a judgment concerning the DS°accom- 
seat of thought, by the circumstances that universal!/ a ^  
pany it, which is our rule in all other cases, we oou 
but have concluded that in man it is a property 0 
nervous system, or rather of the brain. Because, as far 
can judge, the faculty of thinking, and a certain state 0 
brain, always accompany and correspond to one an° ' 
which is the very reason why we believe that any prop 
is inherent in any substance whatever. There is no insta 
of any man retaining the faculty of thinking when bis or ^  
was destroyed; and whenever that faculty is impeded, 
injured, there is sufficient reason to believe that the brain
disordered in proportion ; and, therefore, we are neoessilardy
led to consider the latter as the seat of the former.

“  Moreover, as the faculty of thinking in general rip0nS 
and comes to maturity with the body, it is also observed to 
decay with it ; and if, in some cases, the mental faculti03 
continue vigorous when the body in general is enfeebled, > 
evidently because, in those particular cases, the brain ie 00 
muoh affected by the general cause of weakness. But, °n 
the other hand, if the brain alone be affected, as by a blow 
on the head, by actual pressure within the skull, by sleep, °r 
by inflammation, the mental faculties are universally 
affected in proportion.

“ Likewise, as the mind is affected in consequence of tb0 
affections of the body and brain, so the body is liable to be 
reciprocally affected by the affections of the mind, as 13 
evident in the visible effectB of all strong passions, hope °r 
fear, love or anger, joy or sorrow, exultation or despair- 
These are oertainly irrefragable arguments, that if 13 
properly no other than one and the same thing that is subject 
to these affeotions, and that they are necessarily dependent 
upon one another. In fact, there is just the same reason to 
conclude, that the powers of sensation and thought are the 
necessary result of a particular organisation, as that sound 
is the necessary result of a particular concussion of the air- 
For in both cases equally, the one constantly accompanie3 
the other, and there is not in nature a stronger argument for 
a necessary connection of any cause and any effect.”

Singularly enough, however, Priestley tenaciously adhered 
to his belief in immortality. He had discarded the irataa-



THE FREETHINKER 578September 6, 1914

tf*ial soul, but he contended for the literal resurrection of 
the body in accordance with the Christian revelation. The 
overwhelming difficulties of this doctrine, when viewed in 
the light of man’s antiquity on earth, never presented them
selves to the philosopher’s mind. We can only regard this 
sophistical theory of Priestley’s as one of those crazes which 
sometimes lurk in the secret recesses of great minds, defying 
a'l efforts to dislodge them, and actually compelling the 
sober reason to contrive arguments to justify their presence.

(To be concluded.)

All’s Right With the World.”

T he Kaiser made war,
While his moustache he twirled,— 

“ God’s in his heaven,
All’s right with the world.”

The banner of blood
And of rapine’s unfurled,—

“ God’s in his heaven,
All’s right with the world.”

What knowledge is of most worth? The uniform reply 
18 science. This is the verdict on all countB. For direct 
solf-preservation, or the maintenance of life and health, the 
a ^'important knowledge is—science. For that indirect self- 
preservation, which we call gaining a livelihood, the know- 
®3ge of greatest value is—science. For the due discharge 

°r Parental functions, the proper guidance is to be found 
only in— science. For that interpretation of national life, 
Past and present, without which the citizen cannot rightly 
regulate his conduct, the indispensable key is— science. 
Alike for the most perfect production and present enjoy
ment of art in all its forms, the needful preparation is 
still—science; and for the purposes of discipline—intel
lectual, moral, religious—the most efficient study is, once 
more—science.—Herbert Spencer.

In the seas mines are sown 
With red ruin upcurled,—

“ God’s in his heaven,
All's right with the world.”

From the navies above
Deadly missies are hurled,—

“ God’s in his heaven,
All’s right with the world.”

Hosts unnumbered on land 
To destruction are whirled,—

“ God’s in his heaven,
All’s right with the world.”

The Devil in man
Is uproused and uncurled,—

And i f  God’s in his heaven,
All’s wrong with the world 1

B. D.

The bishops preach that it is as difficult for a rich man 
get into heaven as for a camel to go through the eye of 

a needle; yet they enrich themselves as greedily and as 
carelessly as if they, at any rate, never expected to smell 
mimstone as a consequence.— Bradlaugh.

Wendell Phillips, the famous abolitionist, was once travel- 
mg northwards, when he was accosted by a tract distributor, 

^no was going his rounds in the corridor-train. “  My friend,”  
?aid he, approaching Phillips,11 may I inquire what your aim 
m life is ? ” “  Well,” says Wendell, “ my object in life is to
enefit the negro.” “ Then,” replied the missionary, “  why 

do I fiu<j y0U travelling due north; why don’t you go south, 
^nere the negroes are ? ”  “ Hum, yes,” drawled Phillips, 

there’s a good deal in that. What’s your aim in life, may 
f ask ? ” “ My aim in life, sir,” replied the missionary, in
a pompous voice, “ is to save souls from h ell! ”  “ Ha 1 ”
Retorted Wendell; 11 then what on earth are you doing in 
this train ? Why don’t you go to hell and save them ? ”

We will speak out, and we will be heard,
Though all earth’s systems crack;

We will not bate a single word,
Nor take a letter back.

We speak the truth, and what care we 
For hissing and for scorn ;

While some faint gloamings we can see 
Of freedom’s coming morn.

Let liars fear, let cowards shrink;
Let traitors run away;

Whatever we have dared to think,
That dare we also say.

—Lowell.

The Ramsey Testimonial.

(S ixth  L ist  of S ubscriptions.)
Mildmay Radical Club, £1 2s. 6d.; G. Shore, 2s.; R. 

Manley, 5s.
B. T. H all (Treasurer), Club Union Buildings, 

Clerkenwell-road, London, E.C.

Obituary.

Just a line to let you know of the death of my father, 
Morris Christopher, on August 8, aged 74, at Wolverhampton, 
^or many years a subscriber to, and supporter of, the Free- 
thought movement. He asked me, his son, to write after 
ho had gone and say good-bye to Mr. Foote and his many 
feiends in Birmingham and distriot.— Morris Christopher.

God and the Kaiser.

» GOD AND I.”  THE KAISER.
[The following clever verses appeared in the Freethinker over 
twenty years ago, and are from the pen of the late Mr. George 
Leslie Mackenzie, a frequent contributor to our pages. At the 
time of their first appearanoe they attracted much attention and 
were reprinted widely.]

We are a pair unique,
God and I ;

Apart from ev’ry clique,
God and I ;

He’s strong and quick and winking,
And I  am good at thinking ;
We know no fear nor shrinking,

God and I.
The German folk we guide,

God and I ;
We’re both upon their side,

God and I ;
My colleague’s inspiration 
Gives me determination ;
We thus both bless the nation,

God and I.
A man of w a r ’s the Lord,

So am I ;
He’s partial to the sword,

So am I ;
I am the Lord’s adviser—
Than one, two heads are wiser;
The Deity plus Kaiser,

God and I.
I  hope and trust that we,

God and I ;
Will never disagree,

God and I ;
All jealousy we smother,
Each supplements the other ;
We study one another,

God and I.
If ever we fell out,

God and I ;
We’d both be put about,

God and I ;
All other kings are, clearly,
His passive puppets merely,
But we are equals nearly,

God and I.
Of course, the Lord is chief—

God, not I ;
My life on earth is brief,

Soon I ’ll d ie;
But, when my days are ended,
And I ’ve to heaven ascended,
We’ll have some matters mended,

God and I.
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Outdoor.

B ethnal G keen B ranch N. 8 .8 . (Victoria Park, near the 
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Debate, “  Do We Live After Death ?”

Cambekwell B ranch N. 8. S. (Brookwell Park) : 6, Mr. 
Schaller, a Lecture.
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Kough, a Lecture. Derby-road, Ponders End (opposite “  Two 
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a Lecture. Regent’s Park (near the Fountain) : 3.30, Mrs. 
Rosetti, a Lecture.

W est H am B ranch N. 8. S. (outside Maryland Point Station, 
Stratford, E.) : 7, J. Darby, “  Christianity and Crime.”

COUNTRY.
I ndoor.

Glasgow B ranch N. 8. 8. (Good Templars’ Hall, 122 Ingram- 
street) : 12 noon, Important Business Meeting.
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which are free.
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY,
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62 V k bii Si b i i i . N*w Y ork, U.S.A.

Determinism or Free Will?
By C. COHEN.
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General Secretary, N. S. S., 2 Newcastle-street, London, E.C.

limed by the Secular Society, Ltd.

A clear and able exposition of the subject if 
the only adequate light—the light of evolution.

THE LATE
CH ARLES BR AD LAU G H , M P .
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I. The Question Stated.—II. “ Freedom”  and ^ ' ' ’¿jieged 
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T H E  S E C U L A R  S O C I E T Y
(LIMITED)

Company Limited by Guarantee,

Registered Office— 2- NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, E.O, 
Chairman o f Board of Directors—Me. G. W. FOOTE, 

Secretary—Miss E. M. VANCE,

This Society was formed in 1898 to afford legal security to the 
acquisition and application of funds for Beoular purposes.

The Memorandum of Association sets torch that the Sooiety's 
Objects are :—To promote the principle that human conduct 
Bhould be based upon natural knowledge, and not upon super
natural belief, and that human welfare in this world is the proper 
end of all thought and action. To promote freedom of inquiry. 
To promote universal Secular Education. To promote the oom- 
lete secularisation of the State, eto., eto. And to do all such 

lawful things as are conducive to suoh objectB. Also to have, 
hold, receive, and retain any sums of money paid, given, devised, 
or bequeathed by any person, Bnd to employ the same for any of 
the purposes of the Sooiety.

The liability of members is limited to £1, in oase the Sooiety 
should ever be wound np and the assets were insufficient to cover 
liabilities—a most unlikely oontingenoy.

Members pay an entrance fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent 
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The Sooiety has a considerable number of members, but a much 
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it participate in the control of its business and the trusteeship of 
its resouroes. It is expressly provided in the Articles of Associa
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the Sooiety, either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in 
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twelve members, one-third of whom retire by ballot) each year,
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oonneotion with any of the wills by whioh the Sooiety n®8 
already been benefited.

The Sooiety’s solicitors are Messrs. Harper and Battoock, 23 
Rood-lane, Fenohuroh-street, London, E.O.

A Form of Bequest.—The following is a Buffioient form
bequest for insertion in the wills of t e s t a t o r s “  I give and 
„  bequeath to the Seoular Sooiety, Limited, the sum of £— "  
„  free from Legacy Duty, and I direct that a receipt signed by 
„  members of the Board of the said Sooiety and the Secretary 

thereof shall be a good discharge to my Executors for the 
said Legacy.”
Friends of the Sooiety who have remembered it in their will0, 

or who intend to do so, should formally notify the Secretary ol 
the fact, or Bend a private intimation to the Chairman, who wm 
(if desired) treat it as striotly confidential. This is not neoessary, 
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes get lost or mislaid, and 
their oontents have to be established by competent testimony.

I
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A R e f u t a t io n  o f  D e is m . By Percy Bysshe 
Shelley. With an Intrcduction by G. W. Foote. 32 pages, 
price Id., postage id .

L if e , D e a t h , a n d  I m m o r t a l it y . B y Peroy Bysshe 
Shelley. 16 pages, price Id., postage id .

F o o t st e p s  o f  t h e  P a s t , E ssays on H um an 
Evolution. By J. M. Wheeler. A Very Valuable Work. 
192 pages, price Is., postage 2id.

Dated this. . . ............day o f . . . ........ ........................IPO......
This Declaration should be transmitted to the Secretary 

With a subscription,
“ 'S.—Beyond a minimum of Two Shillings per year, every 

member is left to fix his own subscription according to 
his means and interest in the cause.

immediate Practical Objects.
The Legitimation of Bequests to Secular or other Free- 

bought Societies, for the maintenance and propagation of 
heterodox opinions on matters of religion, on the same 
E ditions as apply to Christian or Theistio churches or 
Ot8^nisations.

The Abolition of the Blasphemy Laws, in order that 
religion may be canvassed as freely as other subjects, with- 
0tlJ'fear 0f  g n e  or imprisonment.

The Disestablishment and Disendowment of the State 
Churches in England, Scotland, and Wales.

The Abolition of all Religions Teaching and Bible Reading 
,Q Schools, or other educational establishments supported 
7 the State.
The Opening of all endowed educational institutions to the 

c^dren  and youth of all classes alike.
The Abrogation of all laws interfering with the free use
Sunday for the purpose of culture and reoreation ; and the 

1 inday opening of State and Municipal Museums, Libraries, 
Rnd Art Galleries.

A Reform of the Marriage Laws, especially to secure 
Inal justice for husband and wife, and a reasonable liberty 

attd facility of divorce.
The Equalisation of the legal status of men and women, so 

‘hat all rights may be independent of sexual distinctions.
The Protection of children from all forms of violence, and 

Gom the greed of those who would make a profit out of their 
Premature labor.

The Abolition of all hereditary distinctions and privileges, 
postering a spirit antagonistic to justice and human 
brotherhood.

The Improvement by all just and wise means of the con
ditions of daily life for the masses of the people, especially 
ln towns and cities, where insanitary and incommodious 
'i'Wellings, and the want of open spaces, cause physical 
Weakness and disease, and the deterioration of family life.

The Promotion of the right and duty of Labor to organise 
*tsel£ for its moral and economical advancement, and of its 
claim to legal protection in such combinations.

The Substitution of the idea of Reform for that of Punish
ment in the treatment of criminals, so that gaols may no 
Jcnger be places of brutalisation, or even of mere detention, 
Put places of physical, intellectual, and moral elevation for 
‘ hose who are afflicted with anti-social tendencies.

An Extension of the moral law to animals, so as to secure 
‘ hem humane treatment and legal protection against cruelty.

The Promotion of Peace between nations, and the snbsti- 
‘ Ution of Arbitration for War in the settlement of inter
national disputes.

B ib l e  St u d ie s  a n d  P h a l l ic  W o r s h ip . By J. M. 
Wheeler. 136 pages, price Is. 6d., postage 2d.

U t il it a r ia n is m . By Jeremy Bentham. An Impor
tant Work. 32 pages, price Id., postage id.

T h e  Ch u r c h  Ca t e c h is m  E x a m in e d . By Jeremj 
Bentham. With a Biogrophical Introduction by J. M. 
Wheeler. A Drastic Work by the great man who, as 
Macaulay said, “ found Jurisprudence a gibberish and left 
it a Science.”  72 pages, price (reduced from Is.) 3d, 
postage Id.

T h e  E sse n c e  o f  R e l ig io n . By Ludwig Feuerbach. 
“  All theology is anthropology.” Biichner said that “ no 
one has demonstrated and explained the purely human 
origin of the idea of God better than Ludwig Feuerbach.” 
78 pages, price 6d, postage Id.

T h e  Co de  o f  N a t u r e . By D enis D iderot. P ow er
ful and eloquent. 16 pages, price Id., postage id .

L e t t e r s  o f  a  Ch in a m a n  on  t h e  M is c h ie f  of
M issionaries. 16 pages, price Id., postage id .

B io g r a p h ic a l  D ic t io n a r y  o f  F r e e t h in k e r s —
Of All Ages and Nations. By Joseph Mazzini Wheeler. 
355 pages, price (reduced from 7s. 6d.) 3s., postage 4d.

A P h il o s o p h ic a l  I n q u ir y  Co n c e r n in g  H um an  
L iberty . By Anthony Collins. With Preface and Anno
tations by G. W. Foote and Biographical Introduction by 
J. M. Wheeler. One of the strongest defences of Deter
minism ever written. Cloth, Is. ; paper, 6d., post Id.

PAMPHLETS BY C. COHEN.

An Outline of Evolutionary Ethics. Price 6d,,
postage Id.

Socialism, Atheism, and Christianity. Prioa Id.,
postage id.

Ch r is t ia n it y  a n d  So c ia l  E t h ic s . Prioe Id., 
postage id.

Pain and Providence. Price id., postage |d.
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THE BIBLE HANDBOOK
FOR FREETHINKERS AND ENQUIRING CHRISTIANS.

G. W. FOOTE and W. P. BALL.

N E W  A N D  C H E A P E R  E D I T I O N
Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.

W E L L  PR IN TED  ON GOOD PAPER AND W E L L  BOUND.

In Paper Covers, SIXPENCE—Net.
(P o st a g e  l£d .)

In Cloth Covers, ONE SHILLING—Net.
(P o st a g e  2d.)

ONE OF THE MOST U SEFU L BOOKS E V E R  PUBLISH ED.

IN V A LU A B LE  TO FR EETH IN K ER S A N SW E R IN G  CHRISTIANS

THE PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.C.

P I O N E E R  P A M P H L E T S .
Now being issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.

No. I .—BIBLE AND BEER. By G. W. Foote.
FORTY PAGES—ONE PENNY

Postage: single oopy, Jd.; 6 copies, 1 Jd.; 18 copies, 3d.; 26 copies 4d (parcel post)

No. I I_D EITY  AND DESIGN. By C. Cohen.
(A Reply to Dr. Alfred Russel Wallace.)

THIRTY-TWO PAGES—ONE PENNY.
Postage: Single oopy, |d.; 6 copies, l£d .; 13 copies, 2|d.; 26 copies, 4d. parcel post).

No. I l l_M ISTAKES OF MOSES. By Colonel Ingersoll.
THIRTY-TWO PAGES—ONE PENNY.

Postage: Single oopy, Jd.; 6 copies, l| d .; 18 copies, 2Jd.; 26 copies, 4d. (parcel post)

IN PREPARATION.

No. IV_C H R IST IA N ITY  AND PROGRESS. By G. W. Foote.

No. V .-M O D E R N  M ATERIALISM . By W. Mann.

Special Terms for Quantities for Free Distribution or to Advanced
Societies.
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