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The fear o f genius is the beginning of taste.
—Victor Hugo.

Thoughts on War.

TaE man-eating monster of fiction is terrible 
BQongh to romantio young minds under the spell of 

story-teller, but he is almost genial and harmless 
comparison with the real Ogre of war. Genera- 

after generation this frightful monster gorges 
'Biself on human flesh and blood, solacing his 
Btervals of satiety with the wine of human tears. 
Bd every time he prepares for a fresh repast he 
eBiands a larger provision for his ravenous 

aPPetite.
Awful as the Ogre’s blood-tax is, his impositions 

etween meals are even worse. In the palmy days 
* the Roman Empire, less than four hundred thou- 
and troops suffioed to preserve the peace of the 
°rld ; and, if we except petty frontier tussles with 
arbarians, they often did so for thirty or forty years 

“Bgether. But Europe has now its standing armies, 
. hose total is reckoned in millions, and the peace 
8 broken several times in a generation. Let it 

^ 8Q be remembered that the Roman soldier was a 
^°rker as well as a fighter, helping to carry the 
Praotical civilisation of Rome wherever her eagles 

°ated. Our high roads, the arteries of pedestrian 
Bd vehicular traffic through England, were first 

jBBfie by the imperial legions, who used the pick and 
he spade more frequently than the sword. But the 

, "Biles of modern Europe are all idlers. Their sole 
Bainess is destruction. In peace they consume 
'thout producing, and in war they devour like the 

.hCBst and the caterpillar. They are not the lame, 
he blind, the maimed, and the imbecile, but the 

young flower of the male population, withdrawn 
rom productive industry, and supported by the 

tne >>°f ° ^ ers they “ learn the art of killing

. The British Army is in one sense voluntary, as it 
I? filled by enlistment, and not by conscription.

ht, for afl that, it is not democratic. The “ masses ” 
“jhpply the rank and file ; the “ classes ” supply the 
"Beers. Tommy Atkins has nothing to do with any 

; ! ar except risking his life ; all the direction, and all 
he glory and profit, rest with his superiors.

Go through the Peerage and see what an enormous 
Binber of military and naval posts are held by its 
B'ons. They command our forces, they get the lion’s 
hare of pay, they shine in the Gazettes, and they 

j^eeive all the honors and rewards worth having. 
°or Tommy Atkins dies unannaled and unknown, 

he survives, has to content himself with the 
Section that virtue is its own reward. His wife 
d children (if the celibate rule of the army for  

g, lVates allows him those luxuries) are left to semi- 
Brvation or vice or crime, unless they gravitate to 
B^orkhouse. Tommy had much better be at home 

l "Bing an honest living, as he himself generally 
Bows; but he goes abroad to fight the battles of 

st 0 Bpper classes because their villainous laws have 
Brved him into the able-bodied citizen’s last re­

mittee.
1*726

Much has been written of late about the “ great 
truth ” that war cannot be avoided, and is indeed 
often benefioial in the present condition of human 
society. W e admit that peace at any price is as 
mad a policy as war at every opportunity.

John Bright onoe said that without declaring all 
wars unjustifiable, he would like to see a single war 
justified. It was a request very difficult to oomply 
with. Every war we enter upon is perfectly 
righteous, but somehow the historian afterwards 
writes them all down as crimes or mistakes. Self- 
defence is a natural instinct; it never can be 
eradicated, and it never should. But it implies 
an aggressor; and consequently all justification of 
war on the one side only serves to heighten its 
guiltiness on the other. A great conqueror is only 
another name for a great criminal. Nature quietly 
buries and conceals every trace of his ravages. 
Would that the world could as soon forget him, 
or remember him only to condemn.

Great Britain may, as the world goes, be technic­
ally right in the present war with Germany. It is 
difficult to see, on the face of it, at the climax of 
negotiations, how this nation could have avoided a 
conflict. It may be that the Kaiser has gone mad, 
and is dragging as many nations as he can with him 
into the abyss. But what went on before war 
became inevitable? Any fool can fall into a pit. 
Any simpleton oan get into a row. Any ninny 
can cause mischief. Statesmen should prove their 
wisdom by keeping the peace where it is possible. 
They are placed on an eminence, as Burke said, to 
command a wider prospeot than their fellow-citizens. 
If they cannot see more, or judge better, they are 
unworthy of the positions they occupy.

The Churches’ only prescription is prayer. They 
pray for peace beforehand, but when war breaks out 
they remind “ God ” that he is bound in honor to 
give the victory to his old friends the British. And 
the clergy of all other Churches in all other lands 
pursue the same policy.

Priests may conseorate our banners, without 
regard to the merits of the side on which they 
are ranged, or the awful scenes over whioh they 
float; every regiment may carry its chaplain for 
ghostly suocor; and the Church may solicit God’s 
blessing on every bloody enterprise we engage in. 
But the teachers of religion cannot decree right 
and wrong, nor have they any magic to transform 
crime into virtue. “  The primal duties shine aloft 
like stars ” beyond the reach of ohance and change, 
however momentarily obscured by clouds of incense 
from a thousand altars. And if the ministers of the 
Prince of Peace cannot see the monstrous wicked­
ness of war, there happily remains enough instinctive 
justioe and mercy in the breasts of heretics to brand 
it as a capital crime against humanity.

Religion never was, and never could be a friend 
of peaoe. The word “ religion ” is said to be 
derived from the Latin religare— “  to bind back.” 
Certainly religion binds men together; it bound the 
Thugs together; but it only binds them together in 
opposition to all other religions than their own. The 
one kindling and unifying word is Humanity. It is 
better even than the Balance of Power, which Mr. 
Bernard Shaw offers as the ideal of European 
diplomacy. q # ^  Foote,
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Liverpool and the Slave Trade__II.

{Concluded from p. 499.)
M o st  of the old Liverpool families were more or lees 
steeped in the slave trade, and their enterprise made 
Liverpool the greatest slave town in Europe. Some 
of its “ brands ” were famous, particularly that of 
“  D .D .” Many of the slaves were sold openly on the 
Custom House steps, and the announcements of the 
sale and the descriptions of the slaves differs in no 
respect from those of cattle. Indeed, they were 
so much cattle. They were branded exactly as cattle 
are branded. The slave was made to kneel down, 
and the red-hot branding-iron was placed on the 
bare flesh— usually on the buttock. No one, for a 
long time, seems to have seen anything unusual or 
cruel in this. It was just part of a commercial 
transaction. And, what with the horrors of the 
passage on board ship and the treatment after­
wards, it may safely be said that the slave trade 
as organised by Christian merchants far outdid, in 
deliberate cruelty, anything that ancient times could 
show.

I referred in my last article to the slave-ship 
Thomas. Here is a copy of one of its bills of 
lading:—

“  Shipped by the grace of God in good order, and 
well conditioned, by James Dodd, in and upon the good 
ship Thomas, master under God for this present voyage, 
Captain Peter Roberts, and now at anchor at Calabar, 
and by God’s grace bound for Jamaica, with 630 slaves, 
men and women, branded D.D., and numbered in the 
margin 31 D.D., and are to be delivered in good, and 
well conditioned, at the port of Kingston (the dangers 
of the seas and mortality alone excepted) unto Messrs. 
Broughton & Smith. In witness whereof the master 
and purser of the ship Thomas hath affirmed to this bill 
of lading, and God send the good ship to her destined 
port in safety, Amen. October 31st, 1767.”

This unctuous piety was made to cover the most 
villainous traffic that the world has ever seen. 
African villages were burned, and the inhabitants—  
men, women, and children— marched to the coast, 
branded, pushed into the holds, and carried away to 
Kingston or elsewhere for sale. Parties of negroes 
were invited on board ships to trade, and were seized 
and made slaves of. Slaves that fell sick were so 
much useless lumber, and were often thrown over­
board out of hand. Some attempt to keep them in 
health was made by bringing them out of the hold in 
batches and compelling them to jump about the decks 
under the persuasive influence of a cat-o’ -nine-tails. 
The deaths of a few slaves more or less, however, 
roused no comment so long as the dividends remained 
high.

In the latter half of the eighteenth century voices 
began to be raised, first for the humanising of the 
traffic, and later for its abolition. But as late as the 
Parliamentary election of 1761 the speeches of all 
the political candidates were unanimously in favor 
of resisting attempts to restrict the trade in “ black 
ivory.” Had there been a readiness to permit an 
increase of regulations concerning the slave traffio, 
it is possible that it might have continued for more 
years than was aotually the case. But resistance to 
reform paved the way for abolition, although to the 
last, Liverpool put up a strong fight for its perpetu­
ation. As late as 1790, in the Parliamentary election, 
the Gascoyne party enforced their claims in the 
following doggerel:—
“ Be true to the man who stood true to his trust,

Remember our real situation we must;
When our African business was near at an end,
Remember, my lads, 'twas Gascoyne was our friend ;
If our slave trade had gone, there’s an end to our lives,
Beggars all we must be, our children and wives ;
No ships from our ports their proud sails e’er would spread,
And our streets grown with grass, where the cows might be fed.”
The ruin of Liverpool was freely predicted if the 

slave traffic was to be abolished. When the Bill for 
its abolition was finally before Parliament a petition 
was drawn up, signed by over 2,000 Liverpool mer­
chants and citizens, demanding the withdrawal of

the measure. This petition was signed by no less 
than eight ex-Mayors of Liverpool, and set forth

“ That many of your petitioners having, under the 
protection of the legislature, embarked a considerable 
part of their property in that trade, will be very 
materially injured if the said Bill should pass into 
law. That such abolition, in your petitioners’ judg­
ment, would not only be a great detriment to the town 
of Liverpool, but in its consequences produce great 
distress to the extensive manufactures of the County 
of Lancaster, and to many of the other rich, opulent, 
and industrious manufacturing towns in the kingdom, 
and would in no way answer the benevolent purposes 
of humanity, but only serve to remove the advantages 
of this trade to foreign States. Your petitioners, there­
fore, most humbly pray that the said Bill may not pass 
into law, and that they may be heard by their Council 
at your Lordships’ bar.”

As a matter of fact, the number of ships entering 
and leaving Liverpool fell off considerably with the 
abolition of the slave trade, and dock dues fell 6y 
about a third. In a few years, however, outlets were 
found in other directions, and the port continued 
to grow steadily. But it must be recorded as an 
indication of the state of opinion in Liverpool, that 
when, in 1788, the Sooiety for the Abolition of the 
Slave Trade published its list of members, only two 
Liverpool names were found in it— William Rathbone 
and Dr. Binns.

As in America at a later date, the defenders of the 
traffio fell back upon religion and the Bible as 
authority for slave dealing. It was argued that the 
Bible had instituted slavery, and whatever abuses 
might occur in particular oases could not be urged 
against the institution. This, it must be remembered, 
was the line taken by W . E. Gladstone in his first 
address to the electors of Newark. There is nothing 
whatever in either the Old or New Testaments 
against slavery. The Old Testament recognises its 
legitimacy, and lays down laws for its regulation. 
It even lays down the cash value for men, women, 
and children at different ages (Lsv. xxvii.). And if, 
the New Testament the advice given to “ servants 
to obey their masters, to render all obedience, to 
suffer wrong treatment, etc., is really directed to 
slaves, “ servant”  being a mistranslation in the 
interests of Christian apologetics.

Foremost amongst those who gained fame i° 
Liverpool as a champion of slavery was the Bev’ 
Raymond Harris, a clergyman of the Church of 
England. In 1788 he published a pamphlet with 
the title, “ Scriptural Researches on the Lioitness ox 
the Slave Trade, showing its conformity with the 
principles^ of Natural and Revealed Religion, de­
lineated in the sacred writings of the Word of 
God. He points out that slavery was sanctione 
by God, and so remains unless explicitly cancelled. 
He draws a number of illustrations from the Bible» 
and concludes that those who do not believe the 
slave trade to be a “ lic it” occupation, really do 
not believe their'Bibles. There were other clerical 
champions of the trade, and it is worth while noting 
that the Rav. John Newton, friend of Cowper, author 
of the Olney Hymns, and Rector of St. Mary’s» 
Woolnoth, actually commanded a slave-ship during 
the time he was studying for the ministry. Many 
years later, a clerical defender of slavery in the 
United States wrote :—

“ If slavery be a sin, and if advertising and aPPr? 
bending slaves with a view to restoring them to tbei 
masters is a direct violation of the divine law, and »  
the buying, selling, or holding a slave for the sake oi 
gain is a heinous sin and scandal, then, verily, three- 
fourths of all the Episcopalians, Methodists, Baptists, 
and Presbyterians in slave States of the Union are ° 
the Devil. They hold, if they do not buy and sen 
slaves; and, with few exceptions, they hesitate not 
apprehend and restore runaway slaves when in tbei 
power.”

With a slight variation of terms this would seem 
to voice the opinions of Liverpool Christians at tn 
end of the eighteenth century. c

In 1776 the question was raised in the B ° n66rp8 
Commons by Mr. David Hartley, M.P. for Hull. 
motion was, however, defeated. In 1789 Pitt ,ntr
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uced a Bill against the African Slave Trade, which 
Wa®frdlowed up by Wilberforce. The first motion 
0 Wilberforce was rejected by 163 votes to 88. 
.,a £66 ^ mes ^  met with the same fate, and when 
L  “ ad passed the Lower and went to the Upper 
Uouse it was rejeoted on an equal number of occa­
sions. One member of the House of Commons said 
it appeared to him “ tobe the intention of Providence 
that one set of men should always be slaves to 
another.” The incapacity of Parliament to deal 
with the matter was generally asserted. General 
Gascoigne fell back upon the Bible in opposing the 
Rasure, and argued for slavery on the ground that 
it opened up to the Negro the blessing of Chris­
tianity. Later, when Clarkson’s Bill for the Abolition 

the Slave Trade was before the House of Lords, 
,Jt)rd Thurlow denounced the measure as contrary 
0 the spirit of the Bible. “ Slavery,” he said, “ had 

nourished in the early ages when men communed 
With God, and to attack its legality was an insidious 
and heretical attack on the principles of religion.” 

tt is a matter of history that the Abolitionists 
syentually gained the day; but is also a matter of 
historic truth that while it obtained it had all those 
sanctions of established Christianity that vested 
interests have never failed to find. W ith the Bible 
10 their hands, with Christianity in full possession 

the field, Christians created a traffic that for 
®heer oold-blooded brutality holds the world’s record. 
They established it in places where it had been 
hitherto unknown. Even in Africa, Livingstone 
asserts that slavery was unknown until Europeans 
hjitroduced it. They made it a penal offence for a 
slave to learn to read and write, and then when the 
growth of a more enlightened opinion had made the 
continuation of the traffic impossible, turned their 
hacks upon the Bible and upon Christian history, 
?hd declared it to be contrary to both. The truth 
j® well put by Finlay, the historian of Greeoe, that 

no Christian community of shareholders has ever 
Voluntarily abolished slavery,” and that “ slavery 
had, in faot, ceased to exist in most European 
countries while many Christians still upheld its 
legality, and maintained that its existence was not 

variance with the doctrines of their religion.”
C. Co h e n .

Aft Oft-Repeated but Worthless Argument.

•Iftsus is reported to have said, “ Heaven and earth 
®hall pass away, but my words shall not pass away ” 
(Mark xiii. 31); but the authenticity of the saying is 
exceedingly questionable. However, the generality 

divines accept it as a genuine saying of Jesus, and 
®xpatiate upon its truth. The teaching of the 
^alilean, they tell us, is imperishable. The Rev. 
A- C. Hill, of Tollington Park Congregational Church, 
■London, reoently preached an eloquent sermon, 
entitled “ The Eternal Words of Jesus,” which was 
thought worthy of publication in the Christian World 
Pulpit for August 5. Of course, taking the Gospel 
'lesus as historical, which comparatively few now do, 
We admit that the title of Mr. Hill’s discourse is 
guite legitimate. In the verse just quoted the 
Qespel Jesus claims eternity for his words; but we 
°°ntend that it is an utterly groundless olaim. The 
^ords of the Gospel Jesus are no more eternal than 
they are original. Mr. Hill spends a good deal of 
time in telling us what he fancies the Gospel Jesus 
aQew and thought about himself and his words, as 

as what he knew and thought of the world in 
^hieh we live. According to this preacher, the 
S*°8pel Jesus was sure of two things, namely, “ that 
•¡he material world, to most of us the only world, in 
^he long run will pass away,” and “ that civilisations 

. rise and fall.” Yes, he “ knew that there are 
^vilisations lying underneath the sand,” which are 

the material out of which the new and better 
w° rld is to arise.” Then Mr. Hill adds :—

“ Jesus saw this with the eye of the seer. He recog­
nised alterations going on around him. Yet he dared

to say that there was one thing that did not change— 
1 my words shall not pass away. Everything else is 
under the law of mutability, but the words that I utter 
shall abide.’ ”

Such is the claim of the GospsI Jesus as expanded 
by a twentieth-oentury pulpiteer. Now, what proof 
is adduced, or what facts are advanced in attesta­
tion, of the truth of such unique claim ? Having 
stated the claim at length, Mr. Hill keeps on repeat­
ing it. W hat is the use of asserting over and over 
again that the words of Jesus “ enter into the soul 
and become the property of a spiritual being ” ? 
Does it prove anything to deolare that our inven­
tions, our palaces, our motor-cars, and our aeroplanes 
are but the things of a day, and, if looked at from 
Sirius, “ may be no more than the fluctuations of a 
fly’s wing ” ? W e inoline to the opinion that the 
things just enumerated, looked at from Sirius, would 
not be seen at all. In any case, we are perfectly sure 
that a man who thinks that the movements of an 
aeroplane, looked at from the height of the Dog Star, 
“ may be no more than the fluctuations of a fly’s 
wing,” cannot bear a very reliable witness to the 
eternity of the words of Jesus. A  man who can see 
an aeroplane from the height of Sirius, though 
appearing no bigger than a fly on the wing, can see 
anything he wishes. From him will naturally issue 
such an irrational statement as the following:—

“ Whatever enters into the life of the soul, whatever 
becomes incorporated in the spiritual essence of a man, 
that remains ; even when his body has turned to dust, 
when every one of his bones and members has been 
gathered up into the material of the world, the man 
himself still abides, a living creature, having come from 
God and going back to God.”

It is amazing how easy it is for ignorance to strut 
about in the guise of knowledge. Mr. Hill’s cock­
sureness on subjects concerning which absolutely no 
knowledge is obtainable marks him out as the 
biggest dogmatist it is possible to imagine. He 
does not know, it is not possible to know, that “ the 
man himself still abides ” when his body has turned 
to dust. W hat he offers us is a superstitious belief, 
uncorroborated by a single ascertained faot.

The words of Jesus shall not pass away, we are 
told, because “ they always find that within us which 
is nearest unto God.” Here is the dogmatist again 
in the fullness of his audacity. Again : “ The words 
of Jesus are founded upon what is permanently 
Divine. They speak to us precisely as we believe in 
our best moments God himself must speak.” W e do 
not know “ what is permanently Divine,” we have no 
means of discovering how God speaks, or that he 
ever speaks at a ll ; but we do know, and make bold 
to proclaim, that the words of the Gospel Jesus are 
practically of no account whatever in the world. 
And on this point Mr. Hill agrees with us. He takes 
the saying, “ Blessed are the poor in spirit,” and 
says :—

“  It is a word that contradicts the precepts and prac­
tice of ninety-nine out of every hundred of human 
beings. It runs against the general philosophy of every 
age that has tried to improve its position in the world. 
It contradicts everything that is said in the House of 
Commons and the Chamber of Deputies and the 
American Senate. Because, wherever you meet with 
men who are, as they say, practical men and accus­
tomed to the handling of affairs, who deal with the 
concrete things of life, you meet with men who believe, 
whether they actually express it or not, that it is force 
that finally rules, that the Almighty is on the side of 
the great battalions, that unless your ships are larger 
and stronger, and your guns of a heavier calibre than 
those of other people, you may preach until your audi­
ence is deaf, and pray until you are dumb from ex­
haustion, but it makes no difference to the result. In 
this world it is not true that the poor in spirit are 
blessed.”

That is entirely true and extremely well said. 
Poverty of spirit is a greater curse than poverty of 
pocket, though it is probable that in its earlier form 
the saying had reference only to the latter. Poverty 
in any form has never been a blessing. Neither has 
meekness. And yet Mr. Hill says he is certain that 
Jesus is right, “ that in the long run it is the meekness,



516 THE FREETHINKER August 16, 1S14

the piety, the humility of the soul that wins the day 
in the battles that are the real Armageddons of the 
world.” W ill he be good enough to name one great 
battle in which the victory was won by means of 
those so-called passive virtues ? In the long run, 
they are said to conquer ; but they have never 
triumphed yet. The reverend gentleman alludes to 
Bismarck in terms of admiration; but does he really 
mean to imply that Bismarck was a man in whom 
the Sermon on the Mount found exemplification ? 
And to what is Europe making its supreme appeal at 
this moment? To poverty of spirit, meekness, 
piety ? Eight Christian countries have resolved to 
unsheathe the sword and plunge it into one another’s 
blood. W e have had the long run of nigh two 
thousand years since Jesus spoke on earth, and at 
this very hour Christendom pays no practical heed 
whatever either to him or his words.

It is a radical error to call the words of Jesus 
words of liberation. Not one of them can be quoted 
as having in the slightest degree made for freedom. 
W as not Guizot right when he described the 
Christian Church of the eighth and ninth centuries 
as “ a population of slaves ” ? Christians have never 
been lovers of liberty, except their own. The 
Buddhists did love liberty and grant it fully to all 
who differed from them. They have never played at 
the evil game of persecution. Christianity has 
never taken the part of the poor against the rich, nor 
of the proletariat against the privileged classes. Mr. 
Hill is either ignorant or does not desire to be fair 
when he refers to Aristotle’s views on slavery. It is 
true that the illustrious philosopher approved of that 
wicked institution; but it is false to jump from him 
to Jesus, saying that it required only that the latter 
should teach his doctrine of the eternal value of the 
soul to prove that doctrine wrong. If he had taken 
the trouble to consult Harnack’s Expansion of Chris­
tianity (vol. i., p. 24) he would have seen how essen­
tially unjust his observation is. Harnaok is a 
famous theologian, and yet in this work we find 
th is : “  The Stoics had passed the word that all men 
were equal, and had spoken of brotherhood as well as 
of the duties of man towards man.” Pliny saw in 
slaves his serving friends; and it had been plainly 
taught that slavery was oontrary to the law of 
nature and ought to be abolished.

W e have meditated on the words of Jesus quite as 
much as Mr. Hill has done, and we have carefully 
examined them in the light of history, with the 
result that we now regard them, in so far as they are 
true, as having been afloat in the world, in one form 
or another, for hundreds and thousands of years 
before Jesus was ever heard o f ; and in so far as they 
are not true, as having originated with himself in his 
rdle of a would-be reformer of Judaism. But 
whether true or false, the point is that in Christen­
dom nobody ever dreams of putting them into 
practice. It is a minister’s profession to eulogise 
them in the pulpit, but minister and people alike 
ignore them in the practical conduct of life.

J. T. L l o y d .

An Ideal Holiday Book.

The Best of Lamb. Compiled by Mr. E. V. Lncas.
(Methuen; 1914.) la.net.

CHAKLES L am b  is the most lovable of writers, and, 
despite his own quaint jest that he wrote for 
antiquity, he becomes every year a more popular 
writer with his posterity. “ A fellow of infinite jest, 
of most excellent fancy,” it could not be otherwise, 
for much that he writes awakens a sense of personal 
affection in the reader. Writing of youth, of death, 
of familiar faces, of homely things, he keeps mar­
vellously close to life. It was, we feel, just so with 
us in childhood, at school, in this sad or glad experi­
ence. This power, together with the humanist tem­
perament of getting at the heart of things, makes 
him keenly alive to life.

This little volume, though its title will jar upon 
Vegetarians, does give us the quintessence of Lamb’s 
unique genius. For Mr. Lucas, who has given his 
nights and days to the study of Lamb, has brought 
together a number of the most entertaining, most 
beautiful, and, in the ease of the letters, most 
amusing of his writings, and it is certain to drive 
the reader to Lamb’s complete works, the output of 
a rare and delightful genius.

The man himself was well worth knowing. What 
would it not be worth to have a few hours of his 
oompany ? In his buoyant humor or in his more 
serious vein, it were all one. Suppose we could have 
dined with him that day when the dish was the 
sucking-pig that Farmer Collier sent him, and heard 
the good wishes wafted to the giver :—

“ May your granaries be full, and your rats empty, 
and your chickens plump, and your envious neighbors 
lean, and your laborers busy, and you as idle and as 
happy as the day is long.”

Or imagine we had been present when the state y 
Coleridge asked him, “ Charles, did you ever hear me 
preach ? ” and he replied in his stuttering way, 
never heard you do anything else.” Or what if w® 
had taken a hand at whist when Burney was his 
partner and he called out, “ Martin, if dirt wer 
trumps, what a hand you’d have.” Or, better sti > 
had been with him that Saturday night when 
brought home the folio Beaumont and Fletcher tha 
he had coveted for weeks, while he saved the P^c 
of it, and he could not think of going to bed till t 
loose leaves had been pasted in, and he had read hi 
favorite passages. Or, best of all, had we been among 
those to whom his door was open on the famo 
Wednesday evenings in the Inner Temple Lao • 
Wordsworth was one of the number when he w 
in town, and Coleridge, Haydon, Hazlitt, Bar y 
Cornwall and Talfourd. It must have been a ri 
memory, an abiding delight, to have been with L»® 
at times like these. It must have been a festal ev ,g 
ing like those ever-memorable nights at Frederi° 
palace when the nimble wit of Voltaire chall®°£ 
the best brains of Europe, or those suppers at 
“ Mermaid ” when rare Ben Jonson exchanged <lall 
and cranks with the smiling Shakespeare. _

Carlyle was the only man of note who misund® 
stood Lamb. His austerity, his want of humor, 
dogmatism, shut the doors of sympathy. When tb j 
met the atmosphere was electrio. On one occasio > 
while they were waiting for their host, Carlyle 1 oo&e  ̂
out of the window, watching the flight of s0°\  
pigeons. Lamb, hurt perhaps at his silence, " r® 
up to him and asked, “ Mr. Carlyle, are y °°  
poulterer ? ” Another time, as they were toget°
in the hall, preparing to leave a party after the sag 
had monopolised the conversation, Lamb Band 
Carlyle his wide-awake hat with the remark, 
this your turban ? ” Accordingly, we find ® 
philosopher writing in his journal; “ Charles Lam 
I sincerely believe to be in some considerable degr® 
insane! A more pitiful, rickety, gasping, stagger10"» 
stammering tomfool I do not know.” Carlyle was â  
wrong with regard to Lamb as he was in error c® 
earning Heine and Voltaire. Lamb’s jests ofte 
contained shrewd observation, as in his ironic e 
pression of regret that the Royalists did not hang 
Milton, for then we might have laughed at them- 

The other men of genius who knew Lamb rean® 
his worth. They saw the good nature under 
uncouth exterior. He was ready both with sympathy 
and help, generous and unselfish. Like Dumas, ^  
had pensioners on his bounty, among whom were .y 
old teacher of his own, and a cripple whose °  y 
claim was that he was recommended by his frie ’ 
Southey. Barry Cornwall tells a eharaoteris 
story. He was in Lamb’s company one d ay,in 
spirits, which Lamb thought due to want of m°° ' ^  
Turning suddenly, Lamb said, “ My dear boy, 1 ,
a quantity of useless things, including a huna ^  
pounds in my desk, that I don’t know what to 
with. Take it.” . „ hei0

Lamb was a hero, modest, and unobtrusive. ^ 
was insanity in the family, and Lamb never mar
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*s sister Mary killed her mother in a fit of frenzy, 
tew weeks’ restraint restored her to her right mind, 

ut insanity recurred at intervals ever afterwards, 
nd a retreat was provided in a private asylom. 
here was warning of their coming, and a friend has 

elated how he met the brother and sister at such a 
>me, walking hand-in-hand across the fields to the 

aSrlUKI’ both in tears.
It Charles Lamb waged an unequal war against 

tate, he was, at least, a happy soldier. When his 
orn came he yielded up his broken sword to fate, 
he conqueror, with a brave and a humble heart.

“  Nothing is here for tears, nothing to wail 
Or knock the breast, no weakness, no contempt, 
Dispraise or blame, nothing but well and fair ;
And what may quiet us in a death so noble.”

M im n e e m u s .

Alfaro and the Ecuadorian Bigots.

“  Eloy Alfaro was an Eagle who had the heart of a dove ;
that is why his wings were burnt in the flames.”—Vargas
Vila in his new poem, La Muerte del Condor, p. 45.
the Freethinker of March 8, 1912, I related the 

terrible story of the atrocities which crowned the 
triumph of reaction in the Republic of Ecuador, and 

subsequent article of March 17, of the same 
year, set out in fuller detail the fiendish work of the 
Ecuadorian clericals as displayed in the murder of 
the ex-President, Eloy Alfaro, and his associates. 
Tfre Ecuadorian papers which at that time came to 
j»y hands left no manner of doubt in my mind that 
the indecent mutilation of these viotims, the cutting 
0°t of their tongues and the infliction of wounds 
hpon the most sensitive parts of their bodies, the 
tearing out of Flavio Alfaro’s heart, its slicing into 
Pl0oes to be publicly eaten by a bigoted and priest- 
maddened populace, were atrocities committed in 
Quito and Guayaquil only two years ago under the 
holy auspices of the Archbishop and other mild but 
hatred men of God who were glad of the opportunity 
°f letting loose the tiger of religious intolerance 
hpon the old, freethinking Eloy Alfaro and his 
«lends.

The murderers in high places who wrought these 
dominations have not yet been brought to account, 
d d  the Ecuadorian Republio still continues under 
"fre stigma, which any civilised community would 
dfuse tamely to bear, of allowing these crimes 
?gainst humanity to go unpunished. The almost 
^credible record of these infamies stands fresh and 
drefuted in the pages of the Freethinker, in the 
Paily News of March 16 and 20, 1912, and in the 
l8sue for June, 1912, of Hispania, a well-known South 
American review in the Spanish language, whioh 
hftils every month from our cosmopolitan London.

But although the avenging hand of justice- 
Beuadorian justice— remains for the time being 
jimp with paralysis, all memory of the horrid crime 
18 not yet obliterated. In flaming words of indigna­
tion, a distinguished South American writer, Vargas 
Vila, has just published a superb prose-poem* which 
d h ly  vindicates the character of the murdered Eloy 
Alfaro and brands with infamy the men who com­
passed his death. For the story of this man’s heroic 
ii0 and the tragedy of his fateful death, to be 

Earned with the laurels of these splendid pages, is 
Perhaps the most brilliant apotheosis that this 
®frioken martyr of noble ideals, foully murdered in 
frfr eightieth year, eould obtain. The throbbing 
Pathos, the poetic beauty, the Olympian grandeur of 
jjfris Homerio poem-tragedy, should secure immor­
tality, if not to the illustrious victim, at any rate to 
fr*8 cowardly assassins.

Senor Vargas Vila calls his vindication “  A Poem, 
a Tragedy, and a History.” Few poems of recent 
y®ar8 have soared to such heights of sublimity 
?r plumbed such depths of pathos. It is not, 
fr°Wever, a poem in the conventional sense of

in. Aa Muerte del Condor. 
Up. 260. 2 pesetas.

Barcelona : Casa editorial Maucci

the word; it is rather a combination of fervid 
poetry and heroic prose such as Victor Hugo, 
Thomas Carlyle, and W alt Whitman would write 
in their most characteristic moods. If Vila had 
written his poem of vindication in orthodox 
poetic lines, or framed his tragedy— a tragedy, alas! 
in real life and in our own times— in the conventional 
mode, or had he tamely pamphletised a matter-of- 
fact history of his hero, most likely he would have 
bored a public which lives so near to the lingering 
echoes of the awful tragedy of two years ago. But 
the martial grandeur of these majestic lines, which 
at times soar to the highest peaks of Parnassus, 
fasoinate and enthrill according as they dazzle our 
imagination with their rugged splendor of beauty, or 
strike awe within our soul by the colossal force and 
daring of the mental pictures evoked. I have seen 
no specimen of Vargas Vila’s art other than this 
wonderful prose-poem, but I am satisfied that he 
shows himself here with the poet’s stride, with the 
bardic voice that rings clear, with the seer's eye 
that penetrates and reveals the essential facts with 
lightning flashes of intuition.

Nothing more Jove-like in its thunders of invective, 
in the corrosive vehemence of its poetic fervor, than 
the three opening chapters in whioh the poet 
describes the tyranny of “  the inferior Caesars,” who 
tyrannise over the Republics of Central South 
America and over its various tribes, “ who filled 
the terrible abyss with their lamentations during 
their crucifixion between heaven and earth, as 
though transfixed between two infinites bereft of 
mercy.” Amongst these tyrants we read of Aroh- 
bishop Merino, the recent President of San Domingo, 
who in one day shot forty innocent students who 
were aocused of the crime of conspiring against him. 
Vargas Vila calls him the “ mitred panther, whose 
mantle, bathed in blood, showed him to be a sinister 
purple-robed minister of death, in whose hands the 
elevated Host beoame red........” The moving spec­
tacle, as here disolosed, of anarchy in these despoiled 
unfortunate lands, should stir up the torpor of the 
Central Amerioan Republics and shame its public 
men into getting in closer conformity with the under­
lying principles of true civilisation. If only for that 
reason, the apocalyptic terrors which this tragio 
poem foreshadows as the ultimate doom of the neo- 
Latin Republics, unless they mend their ways, should 
serve for warning and admonition to the nations 
concerned.

In my Freethinker article of Maroh 12, 1912, I gave 
particulars of the secularising spirit which animated 
the drastic and much-needed work of social reform 
in Ecuador carried on by President Eloy Alfaro and 
by the Liberal (i e., the Radioal Freethinking) party 
which he represented in the country. I now find 
that Vargas Vila, in his poem, confirms this view and 
points out how the enmity of the Church against 
Alfaro was aroused to savage fury by his zeal for 
secular education and ample religious toleration. 
This is how Vila describes the situation preceding 
the advent of Alfaro :—

“ The night that had reigned over these skies was 
that profound night, starless and merciless, the night of 
fear and dismay, beneath which the nations disappear 
in a silent orgy, during which they are devoured by all 
the vultures that spring from the frozen heart of the 
abyss—it waB the Night of Religion 1

“ What think you would bubble forth from that un- 
shapen chaos in which during an interminable succes­
sion of years the Priest and the Executioner, those 
twin brothers of Death, reigned supreme like absolute 
Gods ?

“ The reign of the priests had been in Ecuador, as in 
all the countries of Latin America, a feast of jackals.”

Vargas Vila glorifies his hero, and perhaps over­
idealises him. For Vila, Alfaro was the Hero of the 
Sword, the Hero of Ideas; the Liberator, the Soldier 
who was dreamer as well. Chapter xi. describes his 
creative work of social reorganisation, the scheme of 
which (page 105) was apparently too vast for imme­
diate realisation amidst a backward people with 
whom “ a slavish and religious sediment ” found 
favor, “ whose policy consisted in putting one hand
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into the public treasury without withdrawing the 
other which was slimy with the waters that surged 
in the baptismal font.” But the great construc­
tional works of Alfaro still remain, although his 
enemies literally lopped off the hands of the man 
whose public spirit contrived them.

Vargas Vila, who is evidently a Freethinker, holds 
the view that when reaction took its revenge upon 
Alfaro its instrument was Carlos Freile Zaldumbide, 
whom Alfaro had appointed Vice-President of the 
Republic; who, as he tells us, had the “ soul of a 
priest and of an executioner.” It was Zaldumbide’s 
hand that released the storm that overwhelmed 
Alfaro, and he it was who, acting as “  the bacillus 
of assassination,” organised the butcheries that 
made the name of Ecuador a by-word of reproach 
to South American civilisation. When the incom­
plete documents concerning these atrocities reached 
me two years ago I had my suspicions of the 
treachery of Zaldnmbide. The terrible eighteenth 
chapter of La Muerte del Condor which gibbets him 
as “  a slimy and corrupt Jesuit who presided over a 
band of assassins,” sheds new light on the problem. 
But the moving spirit amidst these horrors, which 
will for ever darken the memory of January 28,1912, 
was, we are assured, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Dr. Charles R. Tobar. He it was who repudiated 
the aot of capitulation by which the lives of the 
defeated Alfarists were to be spared; and who 
hypnotised Zaldnmbide into compliance with an 
act of odious public treachery, which soon gave 
birth to scenes of nameless barbarity (see Cap. 
xxii. et seq.). All the horrors described in the 
Freethinker two years ago, and many additional 
touches, are shown with terrifying vividness in 
these later chapters. The obscene mutilation of 
Eloy Alfaro by a monk, if you please, is described 
on page 239, and we learn on page 240 that these 
mutilations and tortures were inflicted to the cry 
of “ Death to the Freemasons; Long live Religion; 
Death to the heretios ; Long live the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus.”

It is well, if horrors of this nature are still to go 
on to the disgrace of our common humanity, or if 
revivals of medievalism are to bs inaugurated to-day 
and blessed and perpetrated in the sacred name of 
religion, that some indignant pen, like that so splen­
didly wielded by Vargas Vila, should flash forth like 
an avenging sword in the pale facss of the holy 
assassins and of their would-ba imitators. Already 
La Muerte del Condor is in its second edition— an 
augury, we trust, of many more editions to come. 
Let us hope that the flaming pen of the indignant 
poet will brand his lightning words deep into the 
consciences of the Eouadorian people and of the 
South American Rapublics generally, in order to warn 
them of the danger that lurks for them in the un- 
quelled spirit of fratricidal strife which ignorance 
engenders and which religious bigotry fans into 
devoariDg Homes. WILLIAM H e af o ed .

The supposition, that the terrors of hell-fire are essential 
or even conducive to good morals, is contradicted by the 
facts of history. In the Dark Ages there was not a man or 
a woman, from Scotland to Naples, who doubted that sinners 
were sent to hell. The religion which they had was the 
same as ours, with this exception—that everyone believed 
in it. The state of Europe in that pious epoch need not be 
described.— Winwood Beade.

Were half the power that fills the world with terror, 
Were half the wealth bestowed on camps and courts, 

Given to redeem the human mind from error,
There were no need of arsenals or forts.

________ —Longfellow.

THE “ AMPHION.”
Poor souls, they perished.
Had I been any God of power, I would 
Have sunk the sea within the earth, or ere 
It should the good ship so have swallowed, and 
The fraughting souls within her.

— The Tempest, i., 2.

Aoid Drops

It is rumored that the Kaiser has been induced to post­
pone his ultimatum to Almighty God.

The Kaiser's last words to his Army were “ God help us. 
Looking backward, he might very well exclaim “ Oh my 
prophetic soul!” ____

The papers inform U3 that the Prince of Wales has joined 
his regiment for active service. He motored down to where 
it is stationed, near Brentwood. We have not heard tua 
the Germans are in strong force in that locality, but i 
contains a famous lunatic asylum.

Mr. Arnold White, writing in the Referee, says that “ The 
British National Anthem assumes that the Most High 13 
British in sympathy and hostile to all aliens opposod to t 6 
IiiDg of England.” Just s o ! And the priests of the 
Government religion bless the battleships and cousecra e 
the colours of the regiments in the name of “  The Prince o 
Peace.”

A few years ago a well-known member of the House of 
Lords exclaimed in the course of a public speech, “ Damn 
the consequences.” Dr. Campbell Morgan wouldn’t for t e 
world use a swear-word, but the other day he said in efiec i 
"  Damn the facts; whatever happens, whether peace or wa , 
we must not allow ourselves for a single moment, wbateve 
tragedy may be awaiting us, to question the truth of « 
text, 1 The Lord sitteth King for ever.’ ” Then God is * 
direct cause of what Dr. Morgan himself called 11 the w®'r.g 
and devilish situation ” in which Europe finds itself at t 1 
hour, and it is he who must bo held responsible for' " 
awful deluge of blood and misery which will soon overwbe 
us. But, be the facts what they may, we must not Per£n 
ourselves to doubt his sovereignty.

Dr. Morgan made a sillier observation still. He sa ,̂' 
“ What is our duty at this hour ? First, that of conrag,.  ̂
second, that of co-operation with God.” According to 
clinical wiseacre, Atheists cannot have courage, beca 
“ true courage is born of certainty of God.” What sh 
nonsense I Then, how can we co-operate at this hour 
him who “ sitteth King for ever,” except by doing „ 
utmost to promote war, as he has so successfully “ °-̂ uS 
Of course, these men of God conveniently ignore the obvi 
implications of their own foolish teaching.

Ministers of religion, in particular, are just now P aCgnt 
God in a most awkward position. All parties to the Prea 
European conflict are his peculiar people, who believe ^  
he is a prayer-hearing and prayer-answering Father, 
passionately implore him to grant success to opposing ar 
In the circumstances, how on earth can he act with  ̂
partiality ? Germany believes that she is fighting in a i . g 
cause, and fervently prays for victory; but as all her °aemuD. 
do the same, God must find himself in a peculiarly 
enviable quandary. Do his ordained servants never t 
of this ?

The Archbishop of Canterbury considers the mih , 
situation “ the work of the Devil.” There’s £15,000 wo 
of wisdom for the devout believer. A colored medic ^  
man would have given the same advice for a bottle 
fire-water.

“ When old King William of Prussia was on his death- ^  
he sent for his grandson, the present Kaiser. His last wo 
to the future ruler of the German people were, ' iveeP. r 
with the Czar of Russia.’ And now—well, well 1 I 
what grandpapa, looking down from above, thinks o 
situation.”  This gem was written by Mr. George R- 
in the Referee. But what if grandpapa is sweating ta 
candles in the other place ? _

The Bishop of London is going to accompany the London 
troopsi while the war is on. We wonder what the soldiers 
will think of it. On board a ship the presence of a man of 
God is deemed unlucky, Perhaps it is a reminiscence or 
Jonah.

Wheii we went to America in 1896 on the old Germanic 
with the late Charles Watts, a well-known artist, Mr. Harry 
h urness, was a fellow-passenger. Talking about the weather 
with an old sailor, he was told that the voyage could hardly 
be a smooth one with so many clericals on board. Mr. 
P urness told him that there were two Atheists in the saloon,
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and asked him what he thought o£ the prospect 
fact in view. The old sailor replied that m k 0 . n
stances it ought to he middling, or rather better, ad 
middling or rather better it was. The Atheis ^
lightweights. They kept the scale down on tne 
Some days were positively beautiful.

Rule question and the European war, religious belief is the 
most disturbing factor. In Ireland, but for religious belief 
the whole problem would be fairly easy of solution ; and in 
the near East, for generations the great trouble has been 
how to get people of rival sects and religions to live 
peaceably together.

„ k® Rev. Edward Shillito says that “ if ever it has been 
ba h ° dou^  rule of the holy God over his world, it 

8 been. eaSy this week.” Does the reverend gentleman 
jj *? y believe that there is a holy Ruler of the world ? Can 
in n° • history ’n th0 face and honestly say that “ the moment, 
of tv, l Ŝ s’nml;er meaning, is arrayed against the experience 
Wb ,e Past, and against the faith tested in other ages?” 
Wo U u ^ a® rm that the belief in a holy Governor of the 
fact { 8 never been justified by the facts, and that the 
knoS to day § 've complete lie to it. Mr. Shillito 
Pra 8’ as as we do’ b °w utterly useless and senseless 

êt ,18 in such a deplorable state of things, or in any 
er state for that matter.

o n ^ 6 °rgan of the New Theology that was, informs us that 
in thU D -̂ -’ ■̂ u8u8*i “b Players were offered for the nations 
the 8 Clds' s through which they were passing. Now we see 
a?0,,ariswer—War. He who 11 knows and cares and guides,” 

he Archbishop of Canterbury said, to whom the prayers 
in IT 8?PPosed to ascend on the wings of faith, has seen fit, 

his infinite wisdom and love, to send fire and sword, death 
hd destruction, pain and sorrow. And yet the very people 

Well ,^ m‘ t that this is a fact aver that he 11 doeth all things 
,j6 ' ’ On August 2 we saw a nation at prayer, and three 

ys later we saw, and still see, the nations at war.

The Government doesn’t seem to understand its own Post 
Office work. The following happened in one and the same 
°ffice in a few minutes. A young lady tried to get a bona-fidit S08̂  order cashed, and the lady clerk refused to cash 

■ She merely wanted to buy some stamps, by means of a 
^ V0rhment order (duly paid for), which the said Govern- 
ref*1” de°imed to honor. That is to say, the Government 
Sj. Qsod its own currency. After a lot of haggling, the 
0j ĥ Ps were passed over and the change given in the form 

another postal order. So much for transaction number 
Wfl6 i Transaction number two was as follows. A gentleman 

“ ted to buy a postal order to send away as a remittance, 
of tb*16 lady ci®rb refused to supply him. He tendered coin 

the realm, and she wouldn’t take it. Surely this is chaos 
sil??6 again. We always knew that the Post Office was the 
ha and most impudent institution in England, but we 

tdiy thought it would come to this.

currency as 
banks on a 
That is all

¡¡.Tbe Government should interfere with the 
, as possible. Stopping a panic run on 

th iaration °f war is sensible and quite easy.
at needs to be done. The currency was enough before 

^ 6 Panic began, and it will be enough (perhaps too much) 
^ e n  the panic is ended. Bank notes for smaller sums than
S are right enough : you meet them everywhere and every 

iu Scotland, for instance ; but to try to make postal
It means that,°.t(Ws-rs currency is madness or fraudulency. _________ _____

6 Government takes our money, and gives us none of it 
Gold is still hoarded, but the Government itself does 

Qe hoarding.

And that list of prices which the Government recom- 
to buyers and sellers in shops ! Fancy the economics 

hxing prices without fixing wages and the food supply 1 A 
P°er man who had paid a shilling a pound for butter could 

pay one and sixpence, unless his wages were raised 
vmportionately. He would buy two pounds instead of 

In this case it was easy to see that Germany, 
fe6 °H|y people we were fighting, could not seriously inter- 
j j te "with our food supply, which would soon settle down to 

when it was recognised that the panic had nothing 
al h) rest upon. ____

0jThe interests involved in the Austrian-Servian trouble are 
t0 a Very mixed character, but amongst these it is impossible 
0Q,°Verlook the part played by religion. And, as usual, it 
Ct  ̂ serves to accentuate bitterness that already exists, 
Pos'k8 -a new one’ and does “ ebbing whatever to foster the 
for 8i^i*ities of friendly intercourse. Pan-Slavism stands 

the supremacy of the Greek Church in South-Eastern 
Catb •¡as*i as behind Austria is the force of the Roman 
^ Church. The composite nationality of the
ielio-Clan Empire has its internal animosities sharpened by 
Souh°U8 differences, and these, with a people like those of 
* QU -Eastern Europe, tend to create troubles where none 
both + °*®erwise exist. It is thus a curious fact that in 

the great political questions of the moment—the Home

A United Council Sunday Defence Committee for London 
has been formed with the Bishop of London at its head. It 
is curious how the various sects can agree when it is a 
question of enforcing their opinions upon others. No one in 
London has the least desire to prevent any members or 
supporters of the committee attending church or chapel, or 
to force them to go to secular places of entertainment. All 
other people ask in this matter is freedom; what the 
Defence Committee demand is compulsion—-the power to 
force its own ideas of Sunday on the rest of the community. 
The Bishop of London said that the number of cinema 
palaces open on Sunday had increased, and thought it was 
hypocrisy to pretend that they are opened for charity. Very 
likely. But hypocrisy in some form or another is the usual 
result of religious legislation. And we quite fail to see the 
justice in insisting that the proprietors of cinema palaces, if 
they open on Sunday, shall give their profits to charitable 
institutions. If the picture palaces have any bad results 
these are quite independent of where the profits go. And 
it is passing strange to find religious people winking at these 
consequences so long as the proprietors do not make a 
profit.

The truth is that all the hypocrisy lies with the Sabba­
tarians. They do not want the picture palaces open at all. 
They hope that if the proprietors are prevented making a 
profit they will not open. Moreover, the sheer hypocrisy of 
the religious party has been exposed by reports received 
from the police from all parts of the country. There are 
no reports of bad behavior or evil pictures. There is a 
general agreement that they provide clean, healthy enter­
tainment, and that the behavior of young people about the 
streets has undergone an improvement. One would have 
thought that religious leaders with their loudly expressed 
desire for the moral betterment of the people would have 
welcomed the appearance of anything that would keep the 
rising generation from the attractions of the public-house and 
the hooliganism of the streets. But they keep people away 
from Church. That is the really unforgivable offence of the 
picture palaces. The talk of a seven-day working week is 
only additional hypocrisy. That could be easily enough 
prevented. The community may be justified in demanding 
that every employee shall have one day’s rest out of seven. 
It is certainly not justified in demanding that everybody 
shall rest on the same day. And one could imagine that as 
working-men were able to win the Saturday half-holiday, 
and a shortened labor week-day, they might be trusted to 
guard themselves against being compelled to work seven 
days a week. ____

What a frightfully low opinion of the Christian Church 
the Church Times entertains. In its issue for August 7 it 
says that, though nearly two thousand years old, she has 
not yet learned “ to draw a sharp distinction between the 
forces of truth and error.”  We are familiar with the 
popular adages, “  It is never too late to mend ” and 11 One is 
never too old to learn ” ; but when one has arrived at the 
state of decrepitude one is much more likely to forget things 
already learned than to learn new ones. The Church is 
now too busy trying to put off the dying hour to be able to 
devote any time to the acquisition of fresh knowledge. Any 
lines she draws to-day are the opposite of “  sharp.”

Great Britain is decidedly on the downgrade. She is 
rapidly losing the things she ought to value more than life. 
She is becoming reckless, parting with her ideals, turning its 
back on the sterner virtues, selling her birthright for a mess 
of pottage, treating sport as if it were the end of life, and 
flinging her ancient piety and reverence for the things of 
God down the wind. Hence the present “  weird and devilish 
situation.” So says Canon Newbolt, who speaks in the 
name of God, and who consequently must be right. God 
has sent the present war aB a chastisement for our sins. It 
comes as 11 a call to prayer, but even more as a call to mend 
our ways. In spite of former chastisements we have grown 
careless and indifferent. We are becoming the Godless 
nation which tries to live without God in the world.”  What 
horrible claptrap 1 This is one of the very few wars we 
cannot truthfully accuse of being religious wars. It is a 
war of ambition, undertaken solely with the object of 
gaining additional territory and power, though it is claimed 
that God is actively on the side of all the parties to it.

At the Wesleyan Methodist Conference the Rev. W. II. 
Armstrong bade his fellow-preachers take courage, because
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of late Rationalists themselves had been doing something 
to advance the Christian faith. This “ something ” turned 
out to consist in Sir Arthur Conan Doyle having affirmed 
the presence of design in the universe and an alleged state­
ment by Professor Gilbert Murray that psychology was 
against “ Rationalism.” We believe that Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle has never ceased to affirm design in the universe, 
and we are not seriously alarmed at his statement in any 
case. Very much greater men than Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
have said the same thing, but it has never affected the facts, 
nor has it prevented a growing number giving up the belief 
as unjustifiable. Besides, if there is design iD nature, it 
should be quite independent of whether any particular 
person believes in it or not, the facts should be there to 
convince anyone who cares to examine them. The idea of 
so important a belief as the existence of God depending 
upon whether a popular novelist believes in design or not is 
really laughable. It is clear evidence of the straits to which 
religionists are reduced, that they should find comfort in 
such a circumstance.

As to Professor Gilbert Murray saying that psychology is 
against Rationalism, we seriously question the accuracy of 
the statement. In any ease it is not true. Some psycholo­
gists—mostly of the variety that call “  psychology ” anything 
that is labelled “ occult”— may, but the science of psychology 
is dead against the religions position. It will be instructive 
to any Christian to only glance down the index attached to 
any acknowledged text-book of psychology. In the vast 
majority of cases he will either not find the “ soul” men­
tioned at all, or he will find it dismissed as having no 
scientific value. Yet psychology began as the science of 
the soul. But in course of time, as the study of mental 
functions became more accurate, it was found that not only 
was there no evidence for the existence of a soul, bat even 
as a working theory it had no value whatever. Even the 
late Professor James was forced to admit this much, and 
Professor McDougal—who does argue for a real “ soul”— 
practically admits that he is a free-lance fighting the great 
body of modern psychologists. Psychology, in fact, has 
followed the course that every one of the sciences has 
taken. It began with a host of theological and animistic 
conceptions, and it shed them just as soon and just as 
certainly as it reached positive results.

As soon as war was declared between Great Britain and 
Germany, a lot of Christians, who cared more for the meat 
which perisheth than for any patriotic virtue, rushed off to 
the shops in a disgusting panic, and bought large supplies of 
food, which act, of course, helped to raise the price of pro­
visions for all their poorer fellow-citizens. A lot of Chris­
tian shopkeepers played up to this contemptible game, and 
helped to rob (that is the real word for it) their poor fellow- 
citizens who could least afford to pay from 50 to 100 per 
cent, higher prices for all the necessaries of life. The 
Christian shopkeepers (most shopkeepers are Christians) were 
simply taking a mean advantage of their fellow-citizens in a 
time of national distress. It was so like them.

We heard of one curious case. The morning after the 
declaration of war an angler at a seaside town went to the 
usual place to buy worms. To his surprise he found the 
price doubled. It was on account o f the war.

Mr. Harold Begbie lets the truth out now and then. The 
following passage occurred in his article in the Daily 
Chronicle (Aug. 5) on “ The War of Civilisation ” :—

“ And where are Good Manners gone ? Look for them in 
Asia, but not in Europe. At every Christian frontier you 
can pick up a broken treaty and a dishonored bond.”

On the same page of the Daily Chronicle there is an edi­
torial article in which a half-hearted plea is put forward for 
such prayer as the Archbishop of Canterbury is (profession­
ally) recommending to the English people. Some other 
ecclesiastic looks after this sort of thing for the Scotch, 
Irish, and Welsh. We ask our readers’ attention to the 
following passage:—

“  Clever ridicule is sometimes poured on the prayers 
which opposite combatants offer to the same God ; but the 
scoffers forget something, which simpler people know. It is 
that in this world of unplumbed mysteries, where frail, 
short-lived, short-sighted humanity gropes amid unmeasured 
forces, conflicts arise that are past our solving or averting or 
reconciling. Human wisdom is sorely limited at its best, but 
we believe that there is a Wisdom beyond i t ; and to that in 
the tremendous hour when the resources of human prudence 
have all been tried and tried in vain, we humbly commit our 
destiny, our lives, and the lives of our nearest and dearest.”  

What connection has the end of this passage with the 
beginning ? What resemblance is there between rival com­
batants asking the same God for victory, and begging his 
assistance when one or the other of them has got a good

title

licking? The latter prayer may or may not be answers . 
it is simply a question of probability. The former is a c e 
absurdity. ____

Mr. Coulson Kornahan is sometimes original, and, 
occasionally, antediluvian in his suggestions. H‘® la ® 
idea is that the best solution of the European crisis 
ns to “  humble ourselves before God in prayer.” 1®  P 
some of his friends will provide him with some velvet n 
caps, but we hardly think he will set the fashion.

The Rev. Hugh Chapman, of the Savoy Chapel, London, 
says man is “ a combination of mud and angel.” We m 
not call this a dirty mistake; but it is altogether wr g 
scientifically.

Lieut.-Gen. Sir R. Baden-Powell, distributing prizes at 
a Hammersmith Girls’ School, said “  a lady was one w  ̂
wore silk stockings. If cotton gloves were worn she was^  
woman, and if she did not wear gloves and had a dreSS 
calico she was a person.”  How would the witty warn 
describe Eve in the Garden of Eden ?

The authorities of Atlantic City—the Brighton of N®w 
Jersey, U.S.A.—have been trying for some time to Pn 
stop to Sunday bathing and dancing on the sands on 
Sabbath. Municipal bands play on Sunday, and in or^ern6 
stop the dancing the musicians were ordered to play D 
but hymn tunes. The dancers, however, were equal to 
occasion, and the tango and other freak dances have b „ 
carried on to the accompaniment of “ Abide With JV ,
“ Rock of Ages,”  and “ Lead Kindly Light.” The ne 
move, we presume, will be either to stop the bands altogp"  ̂
or to turn the show into a religious service by opening wi 
prayer and ending with a collection.

“ Gladness enters largely into the religion of the Ch»9 ' 
says the Rev. F. W. Turner, of the Baptist Cbn ' 
Evesham. Then why is it that male Christians w  ̂
their chins on the fifth button of their waistcoats, a 
the girls look as if they were fresh from a funeral"

With regard to Mr. Lucas's The Best o f Lamb, the 
tempts one to ask “ Welsh or New Zealand ?”

Here’s an advertisement from a West Country PaP8w !
“  Wanted, capable Farm Laborer, hedger, butterm® f 
active Churchman, regular communicant, with good * 
voice, and family of musical boys, play cornet °r„ VIn,]jis 
change ringer preferred. High wages; light work-” 
is an extreme example of Christian “  cheek.”  Not ^  
must the laborer be a man of extraordinary ability I 
he must provide a family of musicians.

From the agony column of a contemporary :—“ C hristy 
gentleman, lonely, tired, seeks friendship with sensi 0n
sincere, Christian lady. Write Rev. ---- A P ¡oD
ought not to be lonely when he is in constant c°m®j^ 
with two gods and a ghost. Apparently this one, b*e 
many of his profession, prefers female society.

Puritanism has always been associated with cant, and 
modern preachers seem determined that its association s 
continue. Rev. D. B. Fraser, of Pembroke Chapel, Liverp® 
lecturing on “ Puritanism v. Pugilism,” said that “ Puritan^ 
in this country was a genuine attempt to place the en?P |-eve 
on the higher side of man’s nature.”  We do not be > 
that Puritanism is, or was, anything of the kind. R w0f_rei 
attempt to emphasise the religious side of man’s na ' 
which is not necessarily the higher side. Macau y^ 
epigram that the seventeenth century Puritans objecte 
bear-baiting, not because it hurt the boar, but becaos  ̂
pleased the onlookers, is eternally true of the type- 0 
whether in England, America, or elsewhere, the preva 
of Puritanism has never succeeded in inducing a Pe 
nently healthy, social life. It creates a standard of v 
that is essentially jaundiced and unhealthy. And wh> 
has encouraged, during its seasons of power, a thorong 
unhealthy type of character and tone of public t? lC 
reaction against it has usually been of a depressing K  ̂
One need go no further than the history of the seventee 
century in England to prove this. When Mr. Fraser J 
that “  Puritanism arrested England in her headlong P 
into prurient artificiality,”  and created “ a new typ 
strong man,” he is talking arrant nonsense. Puritanis _ 
not arrest pruriency and artificiality at any time or 
where. There are only three occasions on which it r;0a, 
in power—in England, in Geneva, in parts of North " ? a{,0ut 
And in each case, instead of preventing evil, it broug 
disaster.
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To Correspondents.

N onoratuum: F und, 1914.— Previously acknowledges, 
* 1°° 23- 63. Received since H. M. Ridgway, £1. 
t, "fT P- Rose, Bloemfontein :—N. M., 10s. 6d. ; H. M., 10s. 6d. ; 
E- W., 10s. 6d.

S- Alman.—Colonel Ingersoll did not recant on his deathbed, 
fie had no deathbed at all. His doctor had told him that he 
had heart trouble, and might die suddenly at any moment, 
■ibis information he kept to himself, in order not to upset his 
wife and daughters and other persons attached to him. One 
2?y>. a*ter a bad night, he was sitting on a chair in his house at 
Hobb’s Ferry, with Mrs. Ingersoll standing by him. She 
Expressed concern about his looks, and presently asked, “  Are 
you better now, dear?” “ Yes,” he replied, with a pleasant 
mile, “  better now.”  And in a sense he was, for death took 
ma that very instant, the pleasant smile remaining stereo- 
yped upon his face. You see what time he had to say “ how 

sorry he was he could not burn all he had written against 
p ¡Sion.”  The same story, by the way, was told of Thomas 

aine, ard, before him, of Voltaire. There is very little 
ariety in the performance of these Christian liars.

• Bubke.—(1) Pleased to hear from you again ; also to see such 
good report of the debate between yourself and a Christian 
vide nee speaker. (2) The N. S. 8. does not distribute Free- 

bought speakers over London; they are engaged by the 
branches. (3) You are right about our “  enormous corres­
pondence.”  And we have no one to help us ; no secretary, no 
clerk, no assistant of any kind ; one pair of hands is all we 
have to rely on.

®radbubn.—Some attention of the kind should certainly be 
shown to old or feeble Freethinkers who are driven to reliance 
?n public charity. That is the common name for it, we 
believe. A copy of the Freethinker weekly would be most 
Sfeeptable. We will put the matter before the next N. S. S.

( Executive meeting.
^ A bbacadadba.”—We are waiting to hear from you.

' —Thanks for useful cuttings.
G'0 .  M cD onald (Montreal).—Thanks for cutting from your 

i ? Star. When the editor quotes from a letter of George 
Meredith’s in 1872 as giving a true view of bis attitude towards 
®bgion, he is playing the fool or something worse. Meredith 
*ved 37 years longer and broadened all the time. He denied
the supernatural.

B. B all.—Your cuttings are always welcome.
B. Lonsdale.—We oan quite understand that Glasgow was “  war 

Jbad”  when you wrote. We hope it has settled down a bit 
by this.
B. T ubnbull.—Had to make it very short, for insertion this 
Week.

Bse Seculab Society, L imited, offioe is at 2 Newcastle-street, 
Barringdon-street, E.C.

National Seculab Society’s office is at 2 Newcastle-street, 
barringdon-street, E.C.

^ 8 en the services of the National Secular Society in connection 
With Secular Burial Services are required, all communications 
Mould be addressed to the secretary, Miss E. M. Vance.

Betters for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to 
2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

E®ctube N otices must reaoh 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon- 
?treet, E.C., by first post Tuesday, or they will not be 
Mserted.j,
RIends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by 
Marking the passages to which they wish us to call attention.

° Rb*R8 for literature should be sent to the Shop Manager of the 
■Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street Farringdon-street, E.C., 
and not to the Editor.
a® Freethinker will be forwarded direct from the publishing 
°ffice to any part of the world, post free, at the following 
bates, prepaid:—One year, 10s. 6d. ; half year, 5s. 3d. ; three 
Months 2s. 8d.

in large pamphlet form. This woman question is suited to 
Mr. Mangasarian’s genius. It requires insight, sympathy, 
delicacy, and also mental firmness. It will not Batisfy 
fanatics on either side, but it gives suggestions as to nature’s 
via media, and it is nature that will have the last word on 
these matters, after all. Anyhow, we think Mr. Manga- 
sarian ought to be heard, as he desires, on this side of the 
Atlantic, as well as the other, on any important topic he 
chooses to speak upon.

Just as we go to press we receive a message from Mr. 
Mangasarian stating that he has arrived in London. We 
shall be delighted to meet him again. And, by the way, 
when is George Macdonald go’ng to pass this way ? We 
hope, at least, to hear from our Chicago friend that our old 
New York friend is well.

“ The Unmarried Mother ” is, perhaps, the most important 
article in the August English Review. Its author is Mrs. 
W. M. Gallichan. It is ably written and full of humanity. 
But one wonders, after all, if the disadvantages of ille­
gitimacy can be done away with as the writer suggests. 
The sius of the parents ought not to be visited upon the 
children, but all through life they are, and Nature will 
always have her way in the long run! Mr. Norman 
Douglas contributes an informing and entertaining article 
on “ Southern Saintliness.” Mr. Alister Crowley contributes 
some clever “ Chants Before Battle.”  There is another of 
Henri Fabre’s delightful (though sometimes awful) entymo- 
logical articles—this time on “ Parasites.”  The editor's 
article on Ulster would be well worth reading if the great 
War had not snowed all other politics under.

INDIAN MISSIONS.
A report on the work of the Forman Christian College, at 

Lahore, has been issued by the Principal, the Rev. Dr. 
Ewing. If judged by its staff, he says—thirteen Christians 
and five non-Christians—the college is largely a Christian 
college ; but, if judged by its students—582 non-Christians 
and 28 Christians—then it is largely a non-Christian institu­
tion. The proportion of non-Christian to Christian Btudents 
in a Christian college certainly seems a trifle paradoxical; 
it is, however, ingenuously pointed out by the learned Prin­
cipal that it is the feet of the non-Christian students, and 
the grant which the Government is justified in giving on 
their account, that has made the development of the college 
possible.

The well-equipped institution that now represents the 
Forman Christian College could never have been built and 
kept up from the funds forthcoming from the Christian 
students. Dr. Ewing compares what he terms two “ mass 
movements ”  in the Punjab—the movement of the low 
castes towards Christianity, and that of the higher, and 
better educated, classes. It is easy to baptise, but hard to 
educate, the former; it is easy to educate, but hard to 
baptise, the latter.

Last year, of the 582 non-Christian students only one, a 
Mohammedan student in his second year, became a Christian.

— The Pioneer, India, July 4, 1914.

Give up material fire, and you lose the bodily resurrection. 
Renounce the bodily resurrection, and away goes the visible 
coming of Christ to a general judgment, and the climacteric 
completeness of the Church scheme of redemption is wanting. 
Mar the wholeness of the redemption plan, and farewell to 
the incarnation and vicarious atonement. Neglect the 
vicarious atonement, and down crumbles the hollow and 
broken shell of the popular theology helplessly into its 
grave.— William Rounseville Alger.

Sugar Plums. .

Many newspapers have had to reduce their size, and we 
ay have to do the same. We make no definite announce- 

c but we warn our readers of what is at least “ on the 
’ ’ in order to guard them against a possible surprise,

SECOND THOUGHT IS BEST.
“  Every time I see grandfather’s sword I want to go to 

war.”
“ W ell?”
“ But every time I notice grandfather’s wooden leg I cool 

down.”  ___

St are Publishing in this week’s Freethinker a first in­
d o le n t  of an address on the woman question by Mr. M. M.

Rhgasarian, of Chicago, who is the leading Freethought 
^opagandist in America at the present time. We do not 
aB6an. as arl editor, of course, for he is not connected with 

y journal; and the first place on that side of the move- 
8eea*i over there belongs to George Macdonald, of the Truth- 
th m-.’ Mr. Mangasarian’s “ church ” at Chicago gives him 

e Widest latitude as to the subject be selects for treat- 
ent every Sunday morning, and it publishes his discourses

“  You say man is a vapor ? ” “  Yes ; so the Bible says.”
“  Well, I ’m downright glad to hear it.”  “  Why, what 
difference does it make to y o u ? ”  “ Well, it backs up a 
remark I made to the parson last night. I told him he was 
all gas.”  ________

Mrs. Bowers: “ I do wish you would go to church with 
me occasionally. How are people to know that I  am 
married if they never see you with me ? ”

Mr. Bowers : “  Easy. Take the children with you.”
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The Origin of Supernatural Ideas.-IY.

(Continued from p. 502.)
“  We cannot forbear pausing for a moment to note the 

vast mental schemes that have resulted from his first supernal 
concept of luck and his after-elimination of the dream- 
ghost. In these original conceptions lay hid all the possi­
bilities of the spiritual world—fate, destiny, the spirits, 
the godheads, heaven and hell, all the religions of the past, 
all supernatural schemes for the future, every test-power to 
divine the unknown, every evil influence that crushes 
humanity, every transcendental power, a lost world, and a
saved humanity......Of the great Egyptian faith, how small
now seems the heritage of humanity, and the thunders of 
Jove and the cognate Olympian deities exist as mere school­
boy rhapsodies. So all the great mental forces that have 
been expressed in dynasties, empires, faiths, now remain as 
mere blotches on the escutcheon of time. There has been 
nothing eternal in human thought saVe the early fetish 
deductions man made from his supernal concept of luck and 
the presence of the dream-ghost. These early deductions of 
the mystic are ever-living, men conceive and re-conceive 
them, and to most men they have the same nature and 
express the same sentiments as when the pre-glacial man 
bowed in awe before the silent concepts of his own soul. 
From their long persistent immortality, we are bound to 
expect they will outlast all the divine schemes that now 
encumber the human soul.”—J. H. K ino, The Supernatural: 
Its Origin, Nature, and Evolution, pp. 181-2.

“  The doctrine of Evolution has no ‘ favored-nation 
clause ’ for man. It admits no break in the psychical chain 
which links him to the lowest life-forms, be these plant or 
animal. It finds no arrest of continuity between the bark 
of the dog and the orations of Demosthenes, or between the 
pulsations of an amoeba and the ecstasies of a saint.” — 
Edward Clodd, Animism : The Seed of Religion, p. 14.

Cl o s e l y  allied to the idea of look is the idea of 
magic. It is a farther step towards the evolution of 
religion, bat it is not religion. As Frazer remarks :—  

“  The theory that in the history of mankind religion 
has been preceded by magic is confirmed inductively by 
the observation that among the aborigines of Australia, 
the rudest savages as to whom we possess accurate 
information, magic is universally practised; whereas 
religion, in the sense of a propitiation or conciliation of 
the higher powers, seems to be nearly unknown.”

“  Similarly,” says the same writer,
“  among the Fuegians, another of the lowest races of 
mankind, almost every old man is a magician, who is 
supposed to have the power of life and to be able to 
control the weather. But the members of the French 
scientific expedition to Cape Horn could detect nothing 
worthy the name of religion among these savages.” * * * §

Sir John Lubbock (Lord Avebury) holds that 
“  magic is not only not religion, but the very opposite 
of religion,” and points out that the tedious, and 
almost interminable, magical ceremonies which oc­
cupy a large part of the lives of Australian savages 
contain no prayers or sacrifices, no appeals for help 
to any superior power, but are “ an attempt to 
control nature and secure material advantages—  
mainly rain and food.” f

In this stage, as Mr. Clodd remarks,
“  Man and brute alike tremble before the unusual; 

they fear, but know not why, or what, they fear. As 
yet man has no conception of body as home of an in­
dwelling spirit, and no conception of surroundings as 
natural and supernatural; therefore no idea of an after 
life, no idea of heaven and no dread of hell.” )

“ This,” he continues, “  to all intents and purposes, 
is Naturalism ; or, as Professor Flint calls it, Natur- 
ism : a stage antecedent to Animism, or the belief in 
spirits everywhere, in the non-living as well as in the 
living.” “ Naturism” is a far better word than 
‘ ‘ Naturalism ” in this oonneotion, seeing that Natur­
alism has already a definite meaning, and its use 
would only lead to misunderstanding. The word 
also has the approval of Professor Leuba, who says : 
“ The word naturism should be adopted as a name for 
the pre-animistic and pre-religious stage of culture, 
a stage corresponding to the one through which a 
child passes before he inquires into hidden causes 
and meohanism8,” §

* J. G. Frazer, “  The Beginnings of Keligion and Totemism 
Among the Australian Aborigines,” Fortnightly Review, July, 1905. 

t Lord Avebury, Marriage, Totemism, and Religion, pp. 142 3.
) E. Glodd, Animism, p. 22.
§ J. H. Leuba, The Psychological Origin and Nature of Religion, 

Note to page 65.

“  Most forms of magic can be performed by any­
body, provided he knows what to do,” says Dr. 
Haddon ;* the practice of it requires no churches, 
temples, or priests. But just as we have specialists 
in medicine, or science, or art, so the savage has his 
specialist in magic, known as the medicine-man or 
witch-doctor. Intelligent people are surprised that 
anyone can believe in such puerile and foolish ideas 
as magic and witchcraft; but, as Professor Tylor 
remarks, “ they are intelligible if one can only bring 
one’s mind down to the childish state they belong 
to.” t He explains the principle of it as follows :—

“  The practical knowledge of nature possessed by 
savages is so great that it cannot have been gained by 
mere chance observations; they must have been for 
ages constantly noticing and trying new things, to see 
how far their behavior corresponded with that of things 
partly like them. And where the matter can be brought 
to practical trial by experiment, this is a thoroughly 
scientific method. But the rude man wants to learn 
and do far more difficult things—how to find where 
there is plenty of game, or whether his enemies are 
coming; how to save himself from the lightning, or 
how to hurt someone he hates but cannot safely throw 
a spear at. In such matters beyond his limited know- 
ledge, he contents himself with working on resem­
blances or analogies of thought, which thus become the 
foundation of magic ” (p. 339).

He gives as an illustration the action of “ The North 
American Indian, eager to kill a bear to-morrow, will 
hang up a rude grass image of one and shoot 
reckoning that this symbolic act will make the rea,l 
one happen,” and that “ The Zulu who has to buy 
cattle may be seen chewing a bit of wood, in order 
to softan the hard heart of the seller he is dealing 
with ” (p. 340). As he remarks, a volume might be 
filled with acoounts of such practices. When rain 
is wanted by the Wara tribs of Australia, a native 
goes secretly to a pool, “  bends over and ‘ sings ’ 1® 
the water; then he takes some up in his hands» 
drinks it, and spits it out in various directions. A^0t 
that he throws water all over himself, and, afifr 
scattering some all round, he returns quietly to k18 
camp, and rain is supposed to follow.” ) Nor do * 0 
see how those among us who believe that because a 
man has never seen a oertain football team defeated» 
therefore that team will never suffer defeat whilfl l*0 
remains a spectator, can afford to smile at tbese 
savages.

The logio of the belief is this, says Dr. Tylor:—
“  Things which are like one another behave in i*e 

same way—shooting this image of a bear is like shooting 
a real bear; therefore, if I  shoot the image, I sba 
shoot a real bear. It is true that such magical Pr0' 
ceedings, if tested by facts, prove to be worthless. 
if we wonder that nevertheless they should so prev3U 
among mankind, it may be answered that th y last on 
even in our own country among those who are 
ignorant to test them by the facts—the rustics who 
believe a neighbor's ill-wishing has killed their cow, 
and who, on true savage principles, try to punish the 
evil doer by putting a heart spitefully stuck full of pj?s 
up the chimney to shrivel in the smoke, that in like 
manner sharp pangs may pierce him and he may waste 
away.” §

W e now oome to that stage in the evolution of fh0 
supernatural known as “ Animism,” a name appl*0d 
by Dr. Tylor, in his very valuable work, Primitive 
Culture, to denote the belief by primitive man that 
inanimate objects, such as trees, rooks, and rivers, 
are possessed with a soul or living principle. Fee111 
Animism has sprung all the brood of spirits, gods, 
angels, and devils whioh have afflicted mankind f°r 
uncounted ages.

Primitive man, like the child, could not dearly 
distinguish between what psychologists call the 
“ objective ” and the “ subjective” ; that is, he was 
unable to distinguish what went on inside his mind 
(the subjective) from what happened outside (tf10 
objective). As the very young child is unable to dis­
tinguish between his dreams and the realities of H*0’

* A. C. Haddon, Magic and Fetishism, p. 50.
f E. B. Tylor, Anthropology, p. 339.
t A. C. Haddon, Magic and Fetishism, p. 44.
§ E. B. Tylor, Anthropology, pp. 340-1.
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eDiPv,lmifcive 111811 in like m anner is unable to distin- 
beli -any ^i®erence. W ith  the savage, seeing is 
or ’ an^ w h 0n he sees his friends, or enemies,
^  re a'iiv0s, som e of w hom  may have been dead 
A i?^  years, he believes he really has seen them, 
f T - 6D 8<lna'w tells him  that he has not moved 
8 ®  “ la place during the night, then he believes that 
thn « V * *  W0nt out o f him  while he slept to meet 

,,s® 06 bad seen and spoken with, 
t o  what other conclusion ,”  asks Mr. Clodd, 

oan the barbaric mind come than that everybody has 
another self, as it has been called, which does the 
kings dreamed of, which leaves a man for a time when 

no is asleep or in a fit, which leaves him altogether 
^hen he dies, but comes back, and seems the very man 
h*fflself to the dreamer ? The Malays do not like to 
^ake a sleeper, lest they should hurt him by disturbing 
his body while his soul is out. When the Greenlander 
’ earns of hunting or fishing or courting, he believes 

that the soul quits the body. The Melanesians say 
hat the soul 1 goes out of the body in some dreams, and 

11 for some reason it does not come back, the man is 
hmnd dead in the morning; when a man faints, his 
®oul really starts on the way to Panoi [the underworld], 
hut is sent back ; the other ghosts hustle him away 
from the mouth [of Panoi], or his father or friend 
turn him back, telling him that his time is not yet 
come.’ ”

im’ ri 0̂<̂  °fbes the personal experience of Sir Everard 
Thurn, w ho, in his book, Among the Indians of 

tana, says :—
“ The morning when it was important to me to get 

sway from a camp on the Essequibo River, at which I 
had been detained for some days by the illness of some 
°* my Indian companions, I found one of the invalids 
so enraged against me that he refused to stir. For he 
declared that I had taken him out during the night and 
had mado him haul the canoe up a series of difficult 
cataracts. Nothing could persuade him that this was 
but a dream, and it was some time before he was so far 
Pacified as to throw himself sulkily into the bottom of 
‘he canoe. At that time we were all suffering from 
scarcity of food, and, hunger having its usual effect in 
Producing vivid dreams, similar events frequently
occurred.” !

^  has been observed that the dreams of prim itive 
an are p roijabiy m noh m 0re realistic than ours. 
* » g  and over-eating both oause vivid d ream s; 

fa t  8avaSesi especially hunting tribes, often  have to  
8t! w hich is follow ed by a g luttonous feast after 

8Q8ces8ful hunt.
Oa . arrived at this idea o f a soul, or spirit, he 

tries it to its logical conclusion . Says D r. Tylor 
11 It may have occurred to some readers that the 

savage philosopher ought, on precisely the same grounds, 
to believe his horse or dog to have a soul, a phantom- 
hkeness of its body. This is, in fact, what the lower 
Jaces always have thought, and think still; and they 
follow the reasoning out in a way that surprises the 
modern mind, though it is quite consistent from the 
barbarian’s point of view. If a human soul seen in a 
dream is a real object, then the spear and shield it 
carries and the mantle over its shoulders are real objects 
roc, and all lifeless things must have their thin flitting 
sbadow-souls.” i

. I n i s  idea o f another self, w hich oould com e and go 
j.°m  the body, was rein forced  and confirm ed when 
a 0 savage, kneeling to drink from  the water, beheld 

s«adow y reflection  o f him self, w hich disappeared 
£0n his trying to  grasp it. A lso of his shadow 

hy the sun, and the echo o f his own voice 
°cking him  from  the rocks. w  Mann>

[To be continued.)

Bible Makers.—II.

_ T h e  V e r s a t il e  J o s h u a .
b 18 how admitted that what Freethinkers have 
bQe? Baying about the authorship of many of the 

°ks of the Bible is quite true ; that nobody knows

t S fWard Clodd, The Story of Primitive Man, p. 113 (1895). 
I I  i ’ TA« Story of Primitive Man, p. 114.
* ylor, Anthropology, p. 346.

when they were written, or by whom ; and I think 
there can be no doubt in the mind of any thoughtful 
person that Joshua was no more the author of the 
book that bears his nams than Moses was the author 
of the Pentateuoh. For the purpose of having 
names to refer to as the accredited authors of the 
various books of the Bible, it will be convenient to 
assume that these persons were in reality responsible 
for the books of which they are the alleged authors. 
And it may at onoe be said that the contents of the 
book of Joshua show that that personage entertained 
not only a very good opinion of himself but a very 
poor one of everybody else.

When an author is writing reminiscences of his 
career as a General, and describing in vivid language 
the rapine and murder of which the soldiers under 
his command are guilty, is it not positively in bad 
taste to say a word in his own behalf, as though 
pleading for promotion or a pension, and to declare 
that “ his [Joshua’s] fame was noised throughout all 
the country ” ? Joshua seemed to think that fame 
and notoriety were much the same. In this, how­
ever, as in most other things, he greatly erred. Any 
murderer may get notoriety if he only displays 
enough brutality or callousness in the execution of 
the deed; but fame can only be aohieved by meri­
torious conduct, and we have no evidence that 
Joshua understood what that meant.

Being the successor of Moses, he thought it in­
cumbent on him to imitate, as far as possible, the 
deeds of wanton cruelty, deceit, and villainy whioh 
characterised his predecessor. Or, supposing that 
Joshua did not do these things, but merely recorded 
them as having happened for the edification of 
future generations, then he must have imagined that 
the people would be satisfied with stories of blood­
shed or of the wonders wrought by the Lord for the 
special behoof of his chosen people. He must have 
thought, too, that the credulity of his readers was 
praetioally unlimited, and that it did not matter 
much how stupid the event was that he recorded, so 
long as something similar was said to have occurred 
before, or that nobody oould doubt that such and 
such a miraole had been performed, if only the Lord 
could be placed in the background— behind the 
curtain, as it were— to act as the performer.

As an historian, Joshua was a dead failure. He was 
too ignorant to understand even ordinary events, and 
extraordinary occurrences simply bemuddled what 
little reason he may have possessed. Like all care­
less students of nature, he was prone to exaggerate 
the things he saw, and to exaggerate still more 
monstrously the things he did not see, but only 
heard spoken of by his friends and co-workers. He 
would have done very well for the war correspondent 
of a sensational H a’penny D aily ; for his special 
telegrams of one day could have been very easily 
contradicted on the day following by some other 
correspondent who was an “ eye-witness” to the 
event, but did not see it “ in the same light ” as 
the gentleman who did the special.

In point of truth, Joshua was one of that olass 
of writers who could have done his correspondence 
and appeared to have been on the field, just as well 
as in the back parlor of a Fleet-street restaurant, 
or in a rude tent near the seat of war. Indeed, his 
services during the great war that is now raging all 
over Europe would have been specially valuable to 
the proprietors of illustrated journals, who, no 
doubt, would have offered special terms to suoh 
a highly imaginative writer.

When Joshua wrote the account of the sun standing 
still upon Gideon, and the moon in the valley of 
Ajalon, he forgot for the moment in which depart­
ment of the literary staff of the said journal he was 
engaged, and thought that his views on astronomical 
phenomena would be quite as acceptable to the 
Jewish publio as his opinion on the best method 
of decapitating the Midianites. It was as though the 
sporting correspondent of a paper had ventured to 
send in a descriptive account of an archbishop’s last 
sermon, or the musical critic had supplied an article 
on the “ germ theory of disease.” If Joshua meant
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that the sun stood still in order to allow him to win 
a battle, he mast have been joking; for, as every 
little boy now knows, the son, so far as this earth 
is concerned, never moves. I once heard a parson—  
the Rev. J. Wilkie— say that what the writer really 
meant was that the earth stood still. Bat that would 
only make the matter a good deal worse ; for if the 
earth, which is travelling along in space at the rate 
of hundreds of miles an hoar, were suddenly to come 
to a standstill, the people and all the movable objects 
would be precipitated into space, and leave not one 
person alive to record the tale.

But what about the moon ? W as not the light of 
the sun enough ? Did Joshua imagine that a night- 
light would be of assistance to the daylight— a rush- 
light an important auxiliary to the sun ? If we 
suppose that Joshua tried to be poetic in referring to 
the sun and moon, his figurative language must have 
got slightly mixed— he made too much of the moon. 
As Thomas Paine pointed out, as a figurative declara­
tion, Joshua’s is inferior to one by Mohammed, who, 
when a person came to expostulate with him upon 
his doings, retorted: “ Wert thou to come to me with 
the sun in thy right hand, and the moon in thy left, 
it should not alter my career.” For Joshua to have 
eclipsed Mohammed, he should have put the sun in 
one pocket of his waistcoat and the moon in the 
other, and used them as watches— one to time his 
doings by day and the other to regulate his conduct 
by night; or, as Paine remarks, carried them as Guy 
Fawkes carried his dark lanterns, and taken them 
out to shine “ as he might happen to want them.” 
In addition to being special reporter, historian, poet, 
and commander of the Israelites, Joshua varied these 
occupations by occasionally acting as Lord High 
Executioner. Among his many achievements, I find 
that he burned the city of Ai, and hanged the king, 
and performed the offioe of executioner (without 
special request) to five other crowned heads. I will 
not question the wisdom of this last performance; 
he may have got rid of some awful pests by this 
method, and established a precedent for similar 
action on behalf of outraged humanity in subsequent 
ages of the world’s history. Ae th u e  r  Moss<

The Radical Woman.

A Public Address by M. M. Mangasarian, 
to the Free Religious Association (Rationalist), Chicago.

(Beprinted with Permission.)
WHAT other people call us, or what we call them, 
is of little importance. Names and labels have no 
more to do with ideas than the ohips which float on 
the surface of the sea have with its weight or depth. 
W e are as little interested in the word radical as 
in the word conservative. What we should consci­
entiously cultivate is reasonableness in everything. 
There are times when to be rational we have to be 
conservative; and then there are times when con­
servatism would be cowardly. The important test 
at all times is whether we can command for our 
views or acts the full support of the facts.

W hat is a radical? Without entering into its 
etymology, the word radical may he used in either 
a commendable or an objectionable sense. Anyone 
who goes to the roots of a subject, for example, or is 
thorough in his investigations, or follows his premises 
clear to the end, is a radioal. In that sense of the 
word, I wish we were all radicals. But I am using 
the word this morning to designate the extremist—  
the man or woman who swings too far, either to the 
right or to the left, from what Aristotle calls “ the 
golden mean.”

In music the dividing line between harmony and 
discord is a very fine one. A trifle above or below 
the right key is discord. The right pitoh alone is 
music. It is so in everything else. Morality is 
moderation. Too much, or too little, spells moral, 
as well as musical discord. I am using the word 
radical this morning to describe the out of tune man

rphe
or woman—who, instead of singing, soreams. 
radical, in this sense of the word, is the Per3°?  gj, 
though he sings much, does not sing true, or tno g 
he thinks a great deal, does not think true. ^

W hy do some people scream instead of speaking 
singing ? Perhaps it is because they have no .®aF. 
harmony and do not know that they are pi 0 
their voices too high. In the same way there
those who have no sense of pr°p°rtion, whio 
aoiinnnla f f.Ko OYfim.vO.itanOfl of the iutSlleaccounts for the extravaganoe 
or moral notes they strike. 7 . f

There are, of course, other reasons for tne^lac . 0 
harmony. To sing true, one must have one S/ out 
placed. It requires time and patience to fin 
whether one has a soprano, or a contralto voice, 
the same way there are thinkers whose thoughts 
not yet placed. Drifting or floating on the w . 
not navigation. Having ideas or opinions, 18 ,
reasoning. Not all well informed people are eduo 
people. If I may mention still another cause for ^  
of musical harmony, it is that it is not enou| b0 
possess a splendid singing voice; the voice has  ̂
trained to get the best results from it. Likewis^,^ 
is not enough to have knowledge or an abunaano ^  
data— to think true one must have an intellect 
has been schooled. 0Ofc

But one may have all the qualifications for ^°g‘ c'0f 
reasoning or singing, and still scream. In a o!a on0 
children studying music, for example, when any 
of them purposely raises his voioe higher ^ af .ra0fc 
notes warrant, he does so, as a rule, t° a , 
attention. The radical thinker is often actuate ^  
the same motive. He is so eager to let the ^  ^  
world know he is thinking, that to make sure js 
he thinks loud. The desire to attract attenti ^ j 0 
very deeply rooted in us all, and is more respon 
for eccentricity than we are, perhaps, wm* 
admit. W hy does a man dress as a dandy, ° ^¡¡e 
is a woman overdressed, or the other way ‘ 0
loud dress, the loud voice, the loud ideas pr° be 
penchant for attention. To be singled out, fl9) 
observed, to make people see us, to talk ah° o8 
wonder at us, tempts us to ignore the l*01* 
imposed by the evidence, or by good taste. .g 
men or women wear bizarre mental costume0»1 
satisfy an itching for notoriety. Jesir®

Of course, there is a legitimate use for the o0fc 
for distinction. If we did not care to be points 
and looked up to, we would lose one of the ^  
effective inducements to great and brave dee ‘ ¡Dg 
is fortunate that we do seek praise, since s ^ 
praise encourages the effort to merit ik .  ̂ to 
oritioiBm is direoted against those who, not wn 
pay the prioe for fame, try to steal it. To be oV0- 
for example to weigh the sun and describe tbs 
ments of the planets is knowledge, which J j.g 
honors its possessor; but the man who at^  ornuuors its possessor; out uue man w «“  - -
notice by offering to communicate with the dea 
to introduce us to the society of ghosts, s^?al8jbc 
attention of the public instead of deserving u- ¡B, 
witch-doctor gains notoriety by imitating a 0r 
Notoriety is imitation fame. Peculiar, start» 
sensational ideas and theories are often ai" v0 biob 
for the sake of emerging from the obscurity to 
our talents or character condemns us. .vbody

W e never quite cease to be children. 0rved>
knows how very anxious children are to be obs ^ 0 
And what capers they play in order to ooca^p(i0r- 
centre of the stage! It is the desire to have ^.^j0 
ested and wondering auditors which causes tn  ̂ ^
boy or girl to see five hundred oats in the stop 
they saw only their cat and another, who won jjjid 
to listen to the tale ? To compel attention . grB1ity 
resorts to exaggeration. That is often the in 
of the radical. . w/0)11an

The ohild nature is at least as strong in jBor0 
as it is in man. Yet a radioal woman is a mac ^ ¡g> 
uncommon phenomenon than a radical ™an’ Q(j to 
therefore, more likely to attract attention r. 
arouse interest. The average woman ia. _ jt 
conservative, which is also a form of radio» i jjeing 
is the other extreme. The objection aflaici! «rfiat 

too backward is that it distartoo forward, or
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call balance. If some women are now pitching 
their voices too high, the majority of them still 
strike a note which is too low to rhyme with moaern 
scientific thought. In the case of the radical woman 
the pendulum has swung from one extreme to the 
other. Of the two “  pitches ” the low pitoh is really 
the more alarming. The woman who screams is less 

a menace than the woman who is dumb. The 
scream is a sign of life and lung power, as well as of 

power. Muteness is a sign of intellectual 
an®mia. The emancipated scream; the captives 
are tongue-tied. But between the loud woman and 
the subdued, there is the rational woman.

The present mental qualities of woman are largely 
“he result of her past education or miseducation. 
What we call mind is not an entity, a something 
ready made, or made to order, and deposited some­
where in the human frame. Mind is a record of

a°t  thinking of the exceptions. The more 
to n d e n t a woman, the more flattering it was

- — w  The experience makes the mind, just as 
mate makes the complexion. The question, Are 
111611 aa gifted as the men ? is a vain question, for 

s 6 reaa°n that gifts are acquired only when neces- 
ry to survival. If men are, let us say, mentally 

f roil8e_r, it is not because they are men, but because, 
fnl *001r self-preservation, mental vigor and resouree- 

ness were indispensable. The experience of the 
inf 6 Was su°k a nature as to friction the brain 
0 6 a°tivity and expand the faculties. If women, 
tn r 6 ° .^ er band, have been deficient in intellec- 
a a %> it is not beoause they are women, but because 

ocher set of qualities was needed for their self-
Ptcservation.
, Q primitive times, a mentally virile woman would 
leef6 8oant ohanoe for survival. The intel- 
s QaHy indifferent, not to say, medioore, woman 
th VlVe?> because she was better adapted to the 

en existing environment. In those days the quality 
n aicl1 a man admired in his wife was weakness. I
5* not t 
J6Pendent
PIattlaQ’8 vanity. It gave him an opportunity to 

role of protector. The primitive husband 
fo ask for an equal or a rival in his wife, but 
ha a 8ubordinate. How could an intellectual woman 

*6 survived in a market, if I may so express 
a w,86^ ’ ln wbich there were no bids for brains in 
ohiistQan  ̂ intellectual woman necessarily died
Qj “less, and her weaker sisters became the mothers 
Hjj/^en. I am trying to explain that what we oall 
°0) k 3 a Pro^ncl' experience— a supply created 
the  ̂ demand. Men a°d  women have not had
8a 8atne experience ; that is why they have not the 

j 6 minds.
vjv ,Waa the woman whom man selected that sur- 
tjjg • To express the same idea differently, it was 
live Wocnan who pleased man that had a chance to 
a,Ve' Man also picked out the qualities which the 
ty6rraS0 Woman possesses to-day. To find out what 
desj8 “ 0ntal and uioral traits which the husband 

in his wife, we must ask what kind of a 
a f d was the primitive man ? He was a warrior 

at°oratic, aggressive, domineering. Only the 
aUd aQ wk ° oonM please him became his wife, 
a,„ please him meant to submit to him, to 
w f e with him in everything, to let him rule 
C 0»* conditions, to allow him his way in every 
^bd^ 00— *0 Jefc bim think for her, choose for her, 
e<m 0e°Me for her. The woman, therefore, who 
c o a t e d  to efface herself completely and to be- 

6 an echo, a copy, a thing, so as to give all the 
a, Ca°5‘ and the glory to her warrior husband, became 
ou t' 6r, wbile the strong-minded woman died with- 
*' the8Sae* P-*ease(  ̂ husband to call his wife 

Weaker vessel,”  which was at the same time a 
Stion ^ er k0 delicate, dependent, fragile, 

Qj "-leaning upon his strong arm for protection, 
ju 6°urse, woman herself contributed to the sub- 
^‘Ud lQn ^ er sex by selecting for husband the 
e1oal]0*’ man w'ao cou^  defend her against the 
tiibe ^ klg and brutal men of other and hostile 
’bind8' • ^bus it will be seen that what we call 
euvi ’ 18 a product of ciroumstanoes. As woman’s 

° aQient changes, her mentality changes too,

and the improvement in her mentality in turn 
becomes a new and better environment for her. 
The environment or experience fashions the mind, 
and the mind, as soon as it begins to function, 
becomes itself a factor in diverting or modifying 
experience. The parents produce the child, but the 
child in turn affects the character of the parents. 
In the same way, mind as the product of circum­
stances, becomes in time, not only the moulder of 
circumstances, but the chief circumstance.

The life of the mind is practically a new experience 
for woman. In view of this faot, it is not at all 
strange that feminine thinking, generally speaking, 
should still be in a formative or even ohaotic stage, 
even more than man’s, since man too is compara­
tively a novice in reasoning. To show their ability 
to think, as already explained, beginners are apt to 
think loud, hence out of tune. The newness of the 
experience tempts them to overplay their minds, as 
a child does with a new weapon.

(To he continued.)

Shall I ask the brave soldier who fights by my side 
In the cause of mankind, if our creeds agree ?

Shall I give up the friend I have valued and tried,
If he kneel not before the same altar as me ?

From the heretic girl of my soul should I fly 
To seek somewhere else a more orthodox kiss ?

No, perish the hearts, and the laws that try 
Truth, valor, or love, by a standard like this.

— Thomas Moore, “ Come, Send Bound the Wine."

The doctor sees the weakness of mankind, the lawyer its 
wickedness, and the theologian its stupidity.— Schopenhauer.

In Memoriam.

An old reader of the Freethinker, and, before its advent, of 
the National Reformer, Senor Adolfo de Maglia, has just 
sent to me the announcement of the death of his widowed 
mother, the Señora Ana Galbis y Tudela de Maglia.

Like her son, the deceased was a staunch Freethinker, 
and in her will gave the following directions (cited textually 
from the document itself) :—

“ ...... That the interment of her body is to be in a purely
secular way, that is to say, without the presence of any 
priest or the use of any rite or emblem of religion, in con­
formity with the Freethought ideas and convictions which 
the testatrix practised, and as an energetic and fervid protest 
against all dogmatic religions opposed to reason, truth, and 
justice.”

This decided attitude of an old Spanish Freethought lady 
of over ninety summers is an example worthy of record 
and emulation. Some ten years ago I had the pleasure of 
receiving her kind hospitality in Paris, and noted at the time 
the energy and fire of her devotion to Freethought.

The veteran of Spanish Freethinkers, José Nakens, who 
knew her well, speaks of the Señora de Maglia as one “  who 
never wavered in her honest convictions.” One of the 
provisions of «her will, as stated in E l Motin, is especially 
sane and sensible. She directed that her funeral should be 
simple and inexpensive, and that the difference in expense 
between a costly funeral and the cheap one which she 
desiderated was to be distributed in charity for the relief 
of necessitous Freethinkers. Her son, Adolfo de Maglia, 
faithfully carried out these directions.

The deceased lady, Señora de Maglia, was born on 
December 24, 1823, and died in Barcelona on July 10 this 
year, beloved of her son and admired by all who knew her.

W m . H eafoed .

Obituary.

We regret to report the death of Mrs. Jones, of Bearsden, 
daughter of Mrs. Turnbull, of Baeberry-street, Glasgow, 
which occurred on August 4. She bore long suffering with 
great fortitude. It was something of a release when this 
devoted wife and loving mother passed to her rest. As a 
sterling Freethinker she was buried at the new Kirkpatrick 
Cemetery with Freethought rites.
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SU N D A Y  LECTURE NOTICES, Etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday 
and be marked “  Lecture Notice ” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
I ndoor.

K ingsland B ranch N. S. S. (Mr. Banham’s, 56 Riohmond-road, 
Barnsbury) : Monday, August 17, at 8.30, Business Meeting— 
Finance, etc.

Oütdoob.
B ethnal Green B banch N. S. S. (Victoria Park, near the 

Bandstand) : 3.15 and 6.15, E. Burke, Lectures.
Camberwell B ranch N. S. S. (Brockwell Park) : 6, Mr. 

Schaller, a Lecture.
E dmonton B ranch N. S. S. (Edmonton Green) : 7.30, J. W. 

Rowney, a Lecture. Derby-road, Ponders End (opposite “  Two 
Brewers” ) : Wednesday, August 19, at 8.30, W. Davidson, a 
Lecture.

K ingsland B ranch N. 8. S. (corner of Ridley-road) : 11.30, 
E. Burke, “ The Evolution of the Solar System” ; 7.30, Mr. 
Davidson, “  Christianity and War.”

N orth L ondon B ranch N. S. S. (Finsbury Park) : 11.30, Mr. 
Davidson, a Lecture. Parliament Hill: 3.30, Miss Kough, a 
Lecture. Regent’s Park (near the Fountain) : 3 30, Mr. Davidson, 
a Lecture.

W est H am B banch N . S. S. (outside Maryland Point Station, 
Stratford, E.) : 7, Miss Kough, a Lecture.

PROPAGANDIST LEAFLETS. New Issue. 1. Christianity a 
Stupendous Failure, J. T. Lloyd ; 2. Bible and Teetotalism, J. M. 
Wheeler; 3. Principles of Secularism, C. Watts; 4. Where Are 
Your Hospitals ? R. Ingersoll. 5. Because the Bible Tells He 
So, W. P. Ball; 6. Why Be Good ? by G. W. Foote. The 
Parson's Creed. Often the means of arresting attention and 
making new members. Price 6d. per hundred, post free 7d. 
Speoial rates for larger quantities. Samples on receipt of 
Btamped addressed envelope.—Miss E, M. V ance. N. S. S. 
Secretary, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.O.

THE LATE
C H & R L E S  BRADLJLUGH , M.P.

A Statuette Bust,
Modelled by Burvill in 1881. An excellent likeness of the great 
Freethinker. Highly approved of by his daughter and intimate 

colleagues. Size, 6J ins. by 8f ins. by 4J ins.
Plaster (Ivory Finish) ... ... 3/-

Extra by post (British Isles): One Bust, 1/- ; two, 1/6.

T he Pioneer  P ress 2 Newcastle-street. E ,C .; or,
Miss E. M. V ance , Secretary, N. S. S.

All Profits to be devoted to the N. S. S. Benevolent Fund.

America’s Freethought Newspaper, 

T H E  T R  U T  H  S E E K E R .
FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT, 1873. 

CONTINUED BY E. M. MACDONALD, 1883-1909.
G. E. MACDONALD ... E ditob.
L . K. WASHBURN ... ... E ditorial Contributor,

Subscription R ates.
Single subscription in advanoe „  m 83.00
Two new subscribers ... „  „  5.00
One subscription two years in advanoe ... 5.00

To all foreign ocuntries, except Mexico, 50 oents per annum extra 
Subscriptions for any length of time under a year, at the rate o 

25 oents per month, may be begun at any time. 
Freethinkers everywhere are invited to tend for specimen copie1. 

which are free.
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY,

Publishers, Dealers in Freethought Books, ,
62 V esex Street, N ew Y ork, U.S.A,

Determinism or Free WiN-p
B y  c. COHEN.

Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.

A clear and able exposition of the subject irl 
the only adequate light—the iight of evoluì10

-Hi,CONTENTS.
X. The Question Stated.—II. “ Freedom” and ‘1 '0 egea
Consciousness, Deliberation, and Choioj.—IV. Sou10 ,, Jfce 
Consequences of Determinism.—V. Professor Jamefl ucntio°3 
Dilemma of Determinism.”—VI. The Nature and ^^yjll. A 
of Responsibility.—VII. Determinism and Character'"” 

Problem in Determinism.—IX. Environmen*"

PRICE ONE SHILLING
(Postage 2d.)

m e t .

T he P ioneer P ress, 2 Newoastle-sireet, Farringdon ■street' Ë.C

T H E  S E C U L A R  S O C I E T Y
(LIMITED)

Company Limited by Guarantee.

Registered Office—2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, E.O. 
Chairman o f  Bocvrd of Director»—Ms. G. W. FOOTE, 

Secretary—Miss E. M. VANCE.

T his Society was formed in 1898 to afford legal security to the 
acquisition and application of funds for Secular purposes.

The Memorandum of Association sets forth that the Society's 
Objects are :—To promote the principle that human conduct 
should be based upon natural knowledge, and not upon super­
natural belief, and that human welfare in this world is the proper 
end of all thought and action. To promote freedom of inquiry. 
To promote universal Secular Education. To promote the oom- 
lete secularisation of the State, etc., etc. And to do all snoh 

lawful things as are conducive to such objects. Also to have, 
hold, receive, and retain any sums of money paid, given, devised, 
or bequeathed by any person, and to employ the same for any of 
the purposes of the Sooiety,

The liability of members is limited to £1, in oase the Sooiety 
should ever be wound up and the assets were insufficient to oover 
liabilities—a most unlikely contingency.

Members pay an entrance fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent 
yearly subscription of five shillings.

The Society has a considerable number of members, but a much 
larger number is desirable, and it is hoped that some will be 
gained amongst those who read this announcement. All who join 
it participate in the control of its business and the trusteeship of 
its resources. It is expressly provided in the Articles of Associa­
tion that no member, as such, shall derive any sort of profit from 
th Sooiety, either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in 
any way whatever.

The Society's affairs are managed by an eleoted Board of 
Directors, consisting of not less than five and not more than 
twelve members, one-third of whom retire by ballot) each year,

of
but are oapable of re-election. An Annual General 
members must be held in London, to receive the I p„_ 
new Directors, and transact any other business that may ¡¡nited

T»-’------- - a 1 _ --------A - J L -------3 1__3_ A-l- - n--------■LiABeing a duly registered body, the Secular Society 
can reoeive donations and bequests with absolute 
Those who are in a position to do

gecority1
are invited to th0irThose who are in a position to do so are u.**«— tne*' 

donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society’s faV0 fihefl0*OIJ 
wills. On this point there need not be the slightest apPr c0(;or8 
It is quite impossible to set aside such bequests. The tge of 
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary jse  ̂ in 
administration. No objeotion of any kind has been ba9 -------- i:— _:iU ----- _j .1— —.ill« v... .„LinVi the Sooib i

23^«adj^been'benefited.°f ^  wills by whioh the
Rood-lane, FenohnrcWBtreet6̂ ^ ™ '  HarPer ftnd Battoook,

A Form of B ’ L'0adon’ E '° -
bequest for im ertTonZ^L  f°11°winS >'« 9 sufficient form °j
, bequeath to the SeordJa  W,Iia of t e s t a t o r s I  g've »n<< 
, free from Legacy Dutv „ j . 0? 6!? ’ limited, the sum of £-~~' 
, ,t'vo members of^he Jinni-T^ j, dlreot that a reoeipt signed by 

thereof shall be a ' j-0 , he 8a'd Sooiety and the Secret» f  
said Legacy.” fiod  dlscharge to my Executors for tb0

or who inmnVto do°CBnty iTht; i ave remembered it in their wills, 
the fact, or send » ! ,  ’ .8h.onld f°rmally notify the Secretary of 
(lf desired) treat it as If!® i f ‘ lmation to the Chairman, who will *mt it is advisable « triotly confidential. This is not necessary'
their oontents have tTh™11? s,°metimes get lost or mislaid, an established by oompetent testimony’
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n a t i o n a l  s e c u l a r  s o c i e t y . FREETHOUGHT PUBLICATIONS.
President: G. W. FOOTE. 

toretary ; Miss E M. Vancb, 2 Newcastle-st. London, E.C.

Principles and Objects.
■cuiabism teacjjes con(3uct should be based on reason 
d knowledge. It knows nothing of divine guidance or 

^erference ; it excludes supernatural hopes and fears ; it 
®gards happiness as man’s proper aim, and utility as his 

aoral guide.
Secularism affirms that Progress is only possible through 

s which is at once a right and a duty; and therefore
H , 8,*0 rem°ve every barrier to the fullest equal freedom of 

°ugnt, action, and speech.
as ecularism declares that theology is condemned by reason 
ass S.?P?rs* ^ ons> and by experience as mischievous, and 

aus it as the historic enemy of Progress.
°°ularism accordingly seeks to dispel superstition ; to 

P °ad education ; to disestablish religion ; to rationalise 
mJ ahty : to promote peace ; to dignify labor ; to extend 

terial well-being ; and to realise the self-government of 
06 people.

Membership.
y Person ¡b eligible as a member on signing the 

lowing declaration :—
Dl ¿t ^os' re to join the National Seoular Society, and I 
P edge myself, if admitted as a member, to oo-operate in 
P'ornoting its objeots.”

................ ...................................... ............. ..
Addrets...................................................................... .
O CCUJ3 dt%07l . ......................................................
Dated this..............day o f ................................ 190 .......

w.?bÎ8 Declaration should be transmitted to the Secretary 
p "U a subscription.

— Beyond a minimum of Two Shillings per year, every 
jueinber is left to fix his own subscription according to 
bis means and interest in the oause.

Immediate Practical Objects.
'toe Legitimation of Bequests to Secular or other Free- 

, ought Societies, for the maintenance and propagation of 
terodox opinions on matters of religion, on the same 

ooditions as apply to Christian or Theistio churches or 
ur8anisations.

|.ue Abolition of the Blasphemy Laws, in order that
onf f n may be canvassed as freely as other subjeots, with- 

“ tear of fine or imprisonment.
■the Disestablishment and Disendowment of the State 
Juches in England, Scotland, and Wales.

¡U 6 Abolition of all Religious Teaching and Bible Reading 
h„ ,,cb°°ls, or other educational establishments supported 
y ‘ be State.

‘ be Opening of all endowed educational institutions to the 
udren and youth of all classes alike, 

of q 6 Abrogation of all laws interfering with the free use 
s, Sunday for the purpose of culture and recreation ; and the 
^ dayo p o u in go f*

0 Art Galleries.
B(luap6 0̂rm °* ‘ b0 Marriage Laws, especially to secure
anrlt j®stice for husband and wife, and a reasonable liberty

"facility of divorce.
th t 8 Equalisation of the legal status of men and women, so 

5* all rights may be independent of sexual distinctions. 
jt ^be Protection of ohildren from all forms of violence, and 

°m the greed of those who would make a profit out of their 
M a t u r e  labor.
lost • Abolition of all hereditary distinctions and privileges, 
blo tifn£ 8 antagonistic to justioe and human

dj/fbe Improvement by all just and wise means of the con- 
¡U l?na °f daily life for the masses of the people, especially 
j  JJJuis and cities, where insanitary and incommodious 
W B i g 8' and the want of open spaces, cause physical 

JJjkness and disease, and the deterioration of family life.
>ts it8 l*romotion of the right and duty of Labor to organise 
°la1£ f°r *‘ B mora,l an,l economical advancement, and of its 

J ?  to legal protection in such combinations, 
be. Substitution of the idea of Reform for that of Punish- 

lop 1 ‘ be treatment of criminals, so that gaols may no 
but^6?  b® Places of brutalisation, or even of mere detention, 
tho  ̂aces ° ‘  physical, intellectual, and moral elevation for 

80 who are afflicted with anti-social tendencies, 
the D Extension of the moral law to animals, so as to secure 

ij?  humane treatment and legal protection against oruelty. 
‘utihe Promotion of Peace between nations, and the substi- 
a »/?“  °f Arbitration for War in the settlement of inter- 

°hal disputes,

L ib e r t y  an d  N e c e s s it y . An argum ent against 
Free Will and in favor of Moral Causation. By David 
Hume. 32 pages, price 2d., postage Id.

T h e  M o r t a l it y  of  t h e  So u l . By David Hume. 
With an Introduction by G. W. Foote. 16 pages, price Id., 
postage id.

An  E s sa y  on Su ic id e . By David Hume. With  
an Historical and Critical Introduction by G. W. Foote, 
price Id., postage id.

F ro m  Ch r is t ia n  P u l p it  to  Se c u l a r  P l a t f o r m .
By J. T. Lloyd. A History of his Mental Development. 
60 pages, price Id., postage Id.

T h e  M a r t y r d o m  o f  H y p a t ia . By M. M. Manga-
sarian (Chicago). 16 pages, price Id., postage id.

T h e  W is d o m  o f  t h e  An c ie n t s . By Lord Baeon. 
A beautiful and suggestive composition. 86 pages, reduced 
from Is. to 3d., postage Id.

A R e f u t a t io n  o f  D e is m . By Percy Bysshe 
Shelley. With an Introduction by G. W. Foote. 82 pages, 
price Id., postage id.

L i f e , D e a t h , an d  I m m o r t a l it y . By Peroy Bysshe
Shelley. 16 pages, price Id., postage id.

F o o t s t e p s  of  t h e  P a s t . E ssays on Hum an 
Evolution. By J. M. Wheeler. A Very Valuable Work. 
192 pages, price Is., postage 2id.

B ib l e  St u d ie s  a n d  P h a l l ic  W o r s h ip . By J. M.
Wheeler. 136 pages, price Is. 6d., postage 2d.

U t il it a r ia n is m . By Jeremy Bentham. An Im por­
tant Work. 32 pages, price Id., postage id.

T h e  Ch u r c h  Ca t e c h is m  E x a m in e d . By Jeremj 
Bentham. With a Biogrophical Introduction by J. M. 
Wheeler. A Drastic Work by the great man who, as 
Macaulay said, “ found Jurisprudence a gibberish and left 
it a Science.” 72 pages, price (reduced from Is.) 3d, 
postage Id.

T h e  E sse n c e  o f  R e l ig io n . By Ludwig Feuerbach. 
“ All theology is anthropology.”  Büchner said that “  no 
one has demonstrated and explained the purely human 
origin of the idea of God better than Ludwig Feuerbach.” 
78 pages, price 6d, postage Id.

T h e  Co d e  o f  N a t u r e . By Denis Diderot. Power­
ful and eloquent. 16 pages, price Id., postage id.

L e t t e r s  o f  a  Ch in a m a n  on t h e  M is c h ie f  of
M issionaries. 16 pages, price Id., postage id .

B io g r a p h ic a l  D ic t io n a r y  o f  F r e e t h in k e r s —
Of All Ages and Nations. By Joseph Mazzini Wheeler. 
355 pages, price (reduced from 7s. 6d.) 3s., postage 4d.

A P h il o s o p h ic a l  In q u ir y  Co n c e r n in g  H um an  
L iberty . By Anthony Collins. With Preface and Anno­
tations by G. W. Foote and Biographical Introduction by 
J. M. Wheeler. One of the strongest defences of Deter­
minism ever written. Cloth, I s . ; paper, 6d., post Id.

PAMPHLETS BY C. COHEN.

A n  Ou t l in e  of  E v o l u t io n a r y  E t h ic s . P rice 6d., 
postage Id.

So c ia l is m , At h e is m , an d  Ch r is t ia n it y . Prioe id .,
postage id.

Ch r is t ia n it y  a n d  So c ia l  E t h ic s . P rice Id .,
postage id.

P a in  a n d  P r o v id e n c e . P rice Id ., postage |d.
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THE BIBLE HANDBOOK
FOR FREETHINKERS AND ENQUIRING CHRISTIANS.

BY

G. W. FOOTE and W. P. BALL.

N E W  A N D  C H E A P E R  E D I T I O N
Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.

WELL PRINTED ON GOOD PAPER AND WELL BOUND.

In Paper Covers, SIXPENCE—Net.
(Postage lid .)

In Cloth Covers, ONE SHILLING—Net.
(Postage 2d.)

ONE OF THE MOST USEFUL BOOKS EVER PUBLISHED.
IN V A L U A B L E  TO F R E E T H IN K E R S  A N S W E R IN G  CH RISTIAN S

T H E  PIO N EE R  PRESS, 2 N E W C A ST LE  STR EET, FARRINGDON STR EET, LONDON, B-C'

P I O N E E R  P A M P H L E T S .
Now being issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.

No. I_BIBLE AND BEER. By G. W. Foote.
FORTY PAGES— ONE PEN N Y

Postage : single copy, Jd .; 6 copies, 1 Jd.; 18 copies, 3d .; 26 copies, 4d (parcel post).

No. II_DEITY AND DESIGN. By C. Cohen.
(A Reply to Dr. Alfred Russel Wallace.)

T H IR TY-TW O  PAGES— ONE PE N N Y.

Postage: Single copy, Jd.; 6 copies, 1 Jd .; 18 oopies, 2Jd.; 26 copies, 4d. (paroel st).

No. Ill_MISTAKES OF MOSES. By Colonel Ingersoll.
T H IR TY-TW O  PAGES— ONE PE N N Y.

Postage: Single copy, Jd.; 6 copies, l j d . ; 18 oopies, 2Jd.; 26 oopies, 4d. (paroel post)

IN  PREPARATION.

No. IV_CHRISTIANITY AND PROGRESS. By G. W. Foote.

No. V.-MODERN MATERIALISM. By W. Mann.

Special Terms for Quantities for Free Distribution or to Advanced
Societies.
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