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dut' ^  We marry> the choice is voluntary, but the 
theleS aVe n°  ̂ mattcr of choice. They are dictated by 

e nature of the situation.— E d m u n d  B u b k e .

The Word of God.

An Open Letter to the 
Ministers of a l l  Ch r istian  Ch u r c h es . 

Ge-xtlem en  _T ’
8Qhjeot ata ^ ° 'nS to address yon on a very important 
ia ¿ y l ai?d I shall do it in very plain language. It 
a°d jj ea*re to be understood, both by yourselves 
8atoe ti0^ ^ 8 W^ ° ma^ rea^ w^ at I write. At the 
Ihe tn ??e * have no intention to be rude or personal, 
but , 1 what I utter may hurt your feelings, 

y 0n lat case you have only yourselves to blame. 
0XnoQn-,are’ a*l of you, as Christian ministers, the 
all an era a book oalled the Bible, which you 
beinB n’ tJ '0 . h0 the Word of God. Many of you, 
exactly h°li° priests, do not treat this book with 
teatant . same veneration as others who are Pro- 
ttrea So ’ ^ °u the Church first, and the Sorip- 
of the COn̂ > an^ make the truth and authenticity 
°ther .rest upon the living authority of the 

n ..~e  ̂ *s ovident that all of you, Protestants 
Say °hoa alike, would be lost without the Bible. 
an<i inf&m w*h about tradition, and inspiration, 
?ou der.a hhiiity, it is after all the BOOK on which 
r®ool]P;,,e- Were the Bible lost for ever, and all 
Chri8fc: l0Q ° i  ^  obliterated from men’s minds, the 
“ fathera..re^®*on would certainly disappear. The 
iot a ,8 and “ divines ” would be some assistance 
ftQrn . 10 > but unless you had the book to quote 
'tto th° ?e ê°b texts from your sermons, and to put 
H h  f bands of children, nothing could save your 
^bruetio01 8Pee^y’ absolute, and irrecoverable

y°a 0oa lf -l8 Qpon 
fc' that

asthis Book— the Book of God,
CQ ------ I wish to address you ; and my

b'Uglig. a0dres8 you is involved in my being an 
abo\v6lj 01"lzen. In this country the Bible is only 
“ appoint be printed by certain printers; it is 
bjent * by the King, that is, by the Govern- 
Catabi; ? be “ read in all the churches ” of the 
Children ed ^ 8% i ° n 5 it is put into the hands of the 
tates a .ln ° nr P°biio schools, supported out of the 
8a,Cred a taxes, and they are forced to read it as a 
v®aiost ° Ume < and, further, it is protected by law 
bookg" a 8a°b oritioism as may be applied to other 
P S '  0 bbat men are still liable to terms of im- 
'liuto(3,e?b like common thieves for bringing it 
S  yOQl8b0bef and contempt.” This being the case, 
i baye nrJ?°OK being set up by law as something holy,

ave a right to 
-*o,Uen that io puu

i^itUs ^88 0ribioism; but a book like yours, which 
ba,ve i t ^  0Djoy8, such an exalted position, should 
abje j reputation established beyond any reason- 
S k ,  w, . • Every man, I think, must agree that a 
‘ dishgl, °b We may be imprisoned for bringing into 

^bethe . an^ contempt,” ought to be God’s Word, 
S  beljo^“ f,a or n°k  Eor my part, however, I do

very ^ 1J8Ut to ask you 6ome questions about it.
is published, in a certain sense

> « 5 e ifc ia
l .7l9 y‘

and, before I have done, you will

The Book of God which you use in this country is 
printed in English ; in other countries it is printed in 
French, German, Italian, Spanish, and so forth. It 
is not alleged, however, that God wrote himself, or 
inspired men to write, in these languages. The 
Bibles in use in the various Christian countries are 
translations. Now I know something of translating, 
and I know it is simply impossible to translate from 
one language into another with perfect accuracy, and 
sometimes difficult to translate with any approach to 
accuracy. I am sure, therefore, even without an 
examination, that the English Bible cannot be the 
real Book of God. Besides, there is more than one 
translation into English. The Authorised Version, 
done in the reign of James I., in 1611, was very 
largely a collation of previous translations. The 
Revised Version was done by an “  appointed ” Com­
mittee of Christian scholars in the last generation; 
and it was done, I suppose, because the old version 
was unfaithful. This new version is found fault with 
in turn, and many disputes have arisen over special 
passages. In the face of these facts, I say that you 
have no right to pass off your Bible as the Word of 
God. You may declare it is pretty nearly the same, 
or as nearly as you can make i t ; but the very same it 
is not, and in learned boobs, not meant for the 
people’s eyes, you admit its deficiency.

Have you then, I ask, the hardihood to stand up 
and tell me that this is all I am entitled to expect 
from my “ Maker ” ? If a father has any communi­
cation to make to his children, should he not make it 
in their own language? Do you believe that God is 
not as able to speak in English as in Greek or 
Hebrew ? Ought not his “  Revelation ” to be ex­
pressed clearly, definitely, unmistakably ? Ought it 
not, therefore, to be expressed, not through question­
able translations, but at first-hand, in all the several 
tongues on this planet ? It would oost God no effort 
to do this, for he is omnipotent; and no trouble, for 
he is omniscient. Can you assign any legitimate 
reason for his not addressing us all in the only way 
in which we should b8 sure to understand him ?

I will now go back to your real Book of God, if such 
exist, and ask you a few questions about that. Is net 
the Old Testament written in Hebrew ? Is not 
Hebrew a language very hard to understand ? W as 
it not written right on, from side to side of the 
parchment, without a break between the words ? 
Was it not written without vowels ? Would it not 
be difficult for one man to be quite sure of the 
meaning of another who wrote in this way ? Would 
not the writer himself, after a lapse of time, be 
occasionally puzzled to know what he meant him­
self? Is it not a faot that the meaning of a vast 
number of passages in the Hebrew Bible is still 
disputed ? Have not candid authorities, like Sir 
William Drummond, confessed that they hardly knew 
of any two Hebrew scholars who translated six con­
secutive verses in ths same way ? Is not all this 
now admitted by Christian scholars, such as the late 
Canon Driver and the late Professor Bruce ? Does 
not the latter plainly declare that the Masoretic 
Hebrew text— that is, the text now in use, with 
vowel points— is only “ a translation by Hebrew 
scholars of the voweiless original ” ? Does he not 
decisively assert that the “  errorless autograph ” is 
a “ theological figment ” ? Q w _ F ootEi

(To be continued.)
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Á Critic in a Fog,

Some years ago the Rav. F. C. Spurr leifc these shores 
for Australia. One of his objects in goiDg there 
was to stem the flood of unbelief at the Antipodes. 
He went, he preached, he returned; and Australian 
unbelief does not appear to have been greatly affected 
by his presence or his preaching. He is said to have 
had a successful church, which is quite probable. 
But a well-filled church does not always mean a real 
gain to Christianity as a whole. It may only mean 
— it usually does mean— that one church is filled by 
depleting a dozen others, and the popular preacher 
is surrounded by a number of clerical failures. And 
meanwhile the number of those who reject Chris­
tianity altogether steadily increases.

This year Mr. Spurr returned to England. And 
one of his earliest discoveries Is offered to the world 
in a recent issue of the Baptist Times, in the form of 
an article on “  The Bankruptcy of Rationalism.” 
Rationalism, he says, “ has been brought to bay. 
Men are finding it out. Some of its chief exponents 
are being subjected to deadly criticiem, from which 
they cannot emerge with honor. Rationalism is 
already bankrupt.” There it i s ! Ray. F. C. Spurr 
has said it. And if further proof ba needed, it is 
supplied. While Freethought societies are crying 
out for funds, the Daily Telegraph raised £40,000 for 
the Y . M. C. A .! Here is proof beyond question— to 
a clergyman. If £40,000 can be raised for a Chris­
tian institution, there must be something in it. It 
commands respect— Christian respect. It carries 
conviction— to a Christian. W hat a pity Jesus did 
not make his appearance with a good fat banking 
account in his hand.

Rationalism means with Mr. Spurr two things. 
At one time it means the control of human affairs 
by reason; at another time it means a system of 
thought that is in opposition to religion. And he 
skips from one to the other, with obviously no clear 
perception of the distinction between the two. Part 
of the time he is attempting to prove that reason 
cannot he trusted, and so saws off the branch of the 
tree on which he is sitting. For if reason is not to 
be trusted, what are we to say of Mr. Spurr’s rea­
soning ? It must be admitted that he gives a fair 
proof of his own contention, but he is certainly 
not aware of it. On the contrary, he goes along 
quite cheerfully reasoning against the use of reason, 
and never realises that, blundering as are his own 
efforts, they yet serve the purpose of demonstrating 
the foolishness of his own position.

Of course, reasbn is nob an infallible guide in 
human affairs, but it is the best we have. Very 
often we cannot be certain we are right when we 
have used what reason we possess; but wo are still 
less oertain if we ignore reason, and act in opposi­
tion to its dictates. And, in any ease, reason—  
human reason— as a force in human affairs is here, 
and its function is to analyse, discriminate, and to 
pass judgment. W e all do th is ; Mr. Spurr does it. 
Talking glibly about “  intuition ” and “  instinct ” 
does not alter the faot, but only obscures it, because 
people have such very hazy ideas as to what is in­
tuition and what is instinct. For the justification 
of instinct or “ intuition ” is reaahed ultimately by 
reason. W e cannot avoid reason passing judgment 
upon the value of the qualities of human nature 
whether they are of a ratiocinative character or other­
wise. The “ Rationalist ” does not ignore the non- 
ratiooinative nature of many of the faotors of life ; 
he merely asserts that, so far as they become or oan 
become the objects of oonscious judgment, the only 
sound rule is 6o test them by reason. Indeed, we 
cannot avoid doing this. For denial of the rule is 
really an admission of the rule. To reason against 
reason is still to reason, even though it be reasoning 
of an absurd and self-contradiotory character.

After protesting that reason cannot ba a guide in 
human affairs, Mr. Spurr discovers that things are 
ruled by Reason— with a capital letter— after all. 
“  There is a Supreme Reason in the universe, but it
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is not human 
reason, then it 
only ground

reason.” W ell, if it 
is probably not reason 

on which I oan say that other.m«» 
that ihave reason, or on which I may assume thai 

have reason, is that their actions confer111
Human or animal reason is the only reason

that
reason its

The
anyone knows. And if we recognise - ,
where else it must be because it manifes 
presence in substantially the same p]afce
reason of man is only a fragment of th® ? °  ¿¿¡gat 
Reason.” Bat whether human reason is a 
or the whole, it cannot alter its quality- 
whole is like the parts, the parts must be 1 
whole. A “  fragment ” of anything must be 1  ̂ ajj. 
whole thing, otherwise it i3 not a fragment 
So that, in the same sentence, after protesting 
the reason in the universe is not human reaso > ^  
Spurr ends by affirming that it is the same a3/|| ĵah- 
reason— only there is more of it. Oh, the ° 
ness of this m an ! . arg!

These would-be philosophers, how simple the ^  
They seem to imagine that words acquire a flcfc0r3, 
value if they are only printed with capital, “ ft 
“ W e believe,” says Mr. Spurr, “ that siuoe tn ],” 
is persona], the Whole cannot be less than Psr®oDa],’’ 
Mr. Spurr does not really mean “ less than P61̂ ^  is 
he means that the whole is personal. For * 
the essence of his Theism. The Atheist ^afl
concerned whether the “ whole” is less or ® or 
personal. His point is that it is not persona-1. ^ flr( 
whether it is less or more, if it is one or the ^  
it is different. W hat Mr. Spurr really ¡¡be

i troll»0» 
Wb»5 p 
V .lit?’

Spurr
prove is that there is a personality coot 
universe other than human personality.
says is that it is more than human perso ^  a||. 
Well, in that case, it may not be personality 0f
For the moment you destroy the oharaeteris ¡¡p
what we mean by personality, you have no r)g .^l 
give it that name. If a cat hasn’t legs or a 
column, if it breathes through giils instead of 1 ¡̂¡¡i 
and lives in the water instead of on land, a 0»^ 
of a eat is it ? Of course, you may call this •* 
you please. So may Mr. Spurr call his _Pr0 . po* 
philosophy; but the character of a thing , o3ld 
derived from the name, it is the name that s 
describe the thing. . Q|jv0f

Mr. Spurr asks Rationalists to face Sir 
Lodge’s question and say frankly whether 
believe that the human species repress0 g00 
highest form of life in the universe. I do 
that there is anything to faoe. At presen  ̂ ^0 
human species is the highest wo know. *" 1 uri*1 
highest that Sir Oliver Lodge knows, 
some evidenoe is forthcoming it is stupid 
believe or disbelieve. W hat Sir Oliver Lod£e ¡bis 
meant— but did not say— was whether it was P 0iblfi 
that higher forms of life existed. Well, it is V  ̂c0o' 
— all things are possible that do not involve 6e 
tradietion. Bat suppose this to be so, aQ\^ijef o° 
there exists evidence enough to warrant a be ^ efe 
the subject, we are no nearer a God than w® ^ b0t 
before. All we have is a species of supsrina ^  gir 
not a deity. It might make room for soD,,^e 0oi°' 
Oliver’s “ spooks,” although, judging from ® tbeff*' 
muuioations said to have been received If0 job0 
their superiority is not very obvious. And gporr 
of the whole situation is, that although M ‘ Q[i<t& 
blunders into the same confusion as “ tr ^ git 
Lodge, he does not acoept the grounds on w 
Oliver really bases his beliefs. . ¡¡0y 0

How does Mr. Spurr establish the bantr V vjtjg 
Rationalism ? First, the “ New Science ’’ lS, Pallet0 
itself the foe of Rationalism. “ The n[0\o$' 
have gone; the Vitalists have arrived.’ 0e^
chemistry, and evolution are aids to faith. 0(fi 
philosophy, in the person of Bergson, is “ a f - 
the sides of Rationalists.” “ The eoienoo 
parative religion has become our weapon. _
nature is turning on Rationalism.” There ° ° C 
seem any adequate reason why Mr. Spurr s ^  jpgr0 
extend this list. It is so easy to talk, ® pj 
assertions give so much comfort to a 
people. And to meet Mr. Spurr on his

i°
CO01'

0 « #

,r 0 °°“
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0 used only make assertions in the mean,
tion. Whatever the “  New Science ^ J rialisit0 
science is more rationalistic and mo being a
than ever. Even Sir Oliver Lodge ^ e t o m s b e ^
 ̂italiat, aud says that Vitalism ,18 0 fashion

explanation of anything. Bergson is a ,  a q 0(i  
■wish a class, and in any oase does n «< ¡snores 
essential to his system. At au^ ia , - ’ 'K fath er’s 
Wm. Mr. Watson' may return to alB0Where. 
Souse,” but others are taking apat' ^nnstrat^d the 
^  comparative mythology has f 95? 0̂ ^  fear-
common origin of all religious ^®Se agger-
haunted mind of the primitive sav g - Spnrr,
hons these are qoite as good a3 thoa provable
ana they have the additional merit of being E in Retail

Spurr, a century and a 
"Such • ‘ “«wuumiHm. It has had the help of 
Pro f a a,,1,12 P̂ .r ** an t Rationalists as John Stuart Mill,

Dew
the

na"rL.haV,e ^ ad> saya Mr, 
nalisi

t-fofg -jc- - '» wuu Rationalists as joun am 
ECQai ^?5 Suxley, Ernast Rm an, Herbert Hpencer, 
hat|Q., ae?kel> Friedrich Nietzsche, Goethe, Sohopen- 
haj Q’ and others.” Mr. Sparr is convinced that 
Ch “ 8 b arter of what they said been true, the 

mu8  ̂have inevitably perished. And yet, see 
00̂  u i  ^aPPanod ! Professor Gilbert Murray is 
fittin admit that a reaction has set in against
Rtirrj nallsm. The Church is alive, there is a 
£l0 nno rsligious life. Above all, there is 

jj ra'aed hy the Daily Telegraph.
Berio I? e‘~'aithough it is not ea->y— treat Mr. Spurr 
though/ ôr a moment. In what has the Free- 
Bibiee?L attack failed ? What has become of the 
dare ^  >̂adne attacked ? Of course, so far as the 
fiat 80p? i f "J l,ad, . typ9 is concerned, it is still here, 
that ? v a.s is oonoerned, it is Paine’s Bible
Chrkf8 ° sfi0ve,i in by the majority cf educated 
etern al8, ^ h a t  has become of the doctrine of 
°oly damnation ? Why, Christian papers W9re 
‘ inain60? ^  denouncing Roman Catholics for con- 

8 to issue a little book teaching what all of 
I. W hat has become of miracles ? 

Providence ? and a dozen other 
hag 'J.11“8 1 ^hey are either dead or dying. W hat 
Churc^ ° me ° f  the power of the Churoh ? As 
Uatur r is> 80 tar as they represent super-
0p a ‘8tio doctrines, they are afraid to interfere 
Ham/ social affairs. They oan only do so in the 
Ther"e S0Cifti betterment or moral improvement, 
affaifq i?ver was a more brilliant triumph in human 
of p 8 than that marked by the last hundred years 
hroQ^L^ought. And it has been very largely 
ti°n J about by men without money, without posi- 
iCoaf one of the strongest, wealthiest, and
Of Cq P°werful superstitions in all human history, 
is al\yUrSe’ ^here is the possibility of reaction. That 
fuljl a^8 Possible in human affairs. Wise men are 
c0 * a?are 0f the fa ct; but only fools or knaves 

 ̂ & gain
8 n ’ C. Co h e n .

o f ?  ®n° a preauhed.
äo-.fr:partici:|lar , ^ tnneg ?

bee

^ha Difference Christ is Making.”
A SjjTl-r *
aue yy,,? fading articles, bearing the above title, 
ÜiC0U • 60 Pl'eeumabiy by the editor, Sir Robertson 
claims 15 Bow appearing in the British Weekly, the 
QqCq 0f 80 dogmatically set forth in which are at 
to 0aU 80 surprising and groundless a eharaoter as 
a»J or a moat critioal examination. The centraland
Pro often-ycoVe - repeated contention is that whatever im- 
tiong Meni is effected in the moral and social oondi- 
Ghrjgf tl̂ ,e People is due solely to the influence of 
iiate sr,Ak 0 »tternp6 whatever is made to substan­
c e  ex?°i an aaeertion. It is taken for granted that 
?l'l'ahia f eBoe *he Christian religion is domon- 
lV  ¡j.g ir°m history, and that the supremo argument 
^hich trutib is derivable from the numerous benefits 
Nq^  mankind have received from the Galilean. 
*0 tû u 6 Maintain that no divine has a moral right 
h  I« „f° ®ueh an assertion without proving its truth. 
°f ,a“'®d that “ to the great and simple intellect

t0r Scott, and many others, the effects of

! Christianity on slavery and polygamy were sufficient 
proofs of its divine origin ” ; but a vague statement 
of that kind is evidentially valueless. Harriet 
Beecher Stowe knew much more about slavery than 
Waiter Scott, and surely no one could read Uncle 
Tom's Cabin, published in 1853, and conscientiously 
say that the effects of Christianity on slavery were 
sufficient proofs of its divine origin. It may be 
objected tuat the famous hook just mentioned is 
only a work of fiction; but unfortunately for the 
ohjeotors, the distinguished authoress issued A Key 
to Uncle Tom's Cabin, which contained the original 
facts and documents upon which her heart-breaking 
story was founded. W hat effect has Christ ever had 
upon polygamy? The Gospel Jesus never uttered a 
word in condemnation of it, while in the Epistles only 
bishops are exhorted to have but one wife. It is 
well known that neither in Greece nor in Rome, nor 
among the Germans, was polygamy practised, while 
among the barbarian kings of GauJ, under Chris­
tianity, it prevailed unchecked for several centuries. 
To the Mormons it still forma an integral part of 
religion.

The writer of the articles under consideration is 
flagrantly heedless of the facts of life. Take the 
following extract as a sample :—

“  It seems idle in the present day for any man to 
separate himself from Christianity and say, 1 Though I 
am not a Christian, I think so-and-so.’ In fact, he is a 
Christian in many respects, and he cannot cease to be 
one, however much he may wish it. He might just as 
well try to cease to be a Briton. The Spirit of Christ 
is to be found in strange places, and cannot be restricted 
to areas defined by strict lines of creed.”

This is sheer nonsense, and the writer ought to be 
ashamed of himself for having put it on paper. 
There are thousands of people in this country at the 
present moment who do separate themselves from 
Christianity, repudiating it root and branch. In no 
respect whatever are they Christians, no matter 
what Sir Robertson Nicoli may say to the contrary. 
Though they will never dream cf trying to oease to 
be Britons, they have succeeded in completely 
ceasing to be Christians. The object of that absurd 
extract is to break the force of “  the objection that 
so much of what has been won is due to the efforts 
of those who are not Christians.” To show that 
such a plea does not fully apply to this country, at 
least, he declares that in many respects we are all 
Christians. He might just as well call noble- 
minded and good-hearted Chinese Christians. As an 
illustration of the difference Christ has made, Sir 
William supplies the following quotation from a 
paper on the slums of Scotland which appeared in 
the Glasgow Evening News only a few weeks ago :—

“ After careful study and personal examination, I do 
not hesitate to say that the condition of housing in 
Scotland is a standing disgrace to the nation. I  find, 
not only in the big towns, but in the smaller towns, a 
great scarcity of houses and a lamentable state of con­
gestion, misery, and wretchedness. Nothing short of 
a revolution will put Scotland in the position it ought 
to occupy.”

W e were extremely surprised to see that dismal 
report in an article on the difference Christ has 
made, and could not understand what purpose it was 
intended to serve. Here is another puzzling utter­
ance :—

“ Nevertheless, it must he owned that after two 
thousand years the Christian Church is very far from 
the comprehension and the faithful following of her 
Master.”

It is a most ourious fact that the improvements 
cited as due to Christ are all of a very recent origin, 
which proves, if Sir William is right, that the Spirit 
of Christ is coming into vigorous life when the 
Churoh of Christ is dying. It is incontrovertible 
that the overwhelming majority of Britishers are no 
longer churchgoers ; but if the words of the Gospel 
Jesus are to be taken as they stand, his Spirit was 
to dwell in the Church and make her oo-extensive 
with the human race. From his throne in her midst 
he would conviot and oonvert the whole world. That 
prophecy was made two thousand years ago, and yet
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to-day the Church, so far from winning the world, is 
rapidly losing the bit of it she onee gained. How­
ever, we are assured that “ the Spirit of Christ is to 
be found in strange placss,” having evidently aban­
doned the Church into which he was originally sent. 
In other words, history has signally falsified Christ’s 
prophecy, and his spirit, in consequence, keeps 
strange company. The truth is, that what Sir 
William regards as the Spirit of Christ is, in reality, 
that rational Humanism which has slowly been 
coming into its kingdom ever since the revival of 
learning, and the consequent gradual decline of 
supernaturaiism. The reverend gentleman contends 
that the twentieth century is a vast improvement 
upon the eighteenth, and so it doubtless i s ; but the 
explanation of the difference lies in the diffusion of 
natural knowledge and the decay of supernatural 
beliefs.

Some Christian sayings become wonderfully illu­
minating when the hand of criticism is laid upon 
them. One of them is, “ Trust in God and keep 
your powder dry.” If you negleet to keep your 
powder dry, your trust in God will be of no avail to 
you ; but, on the other hand, if you do keep your 
powder dry, it makes no difference whether you 
trust in God or not. Russia was defeated in the 
war with Japan, in spite of her trust in God, be­
cause she had an inefficient Arm y; and Japan won, 
despite her Atheism, because she was wide awake 
and up-to-date in her military equipments. As 
Napoleon so aptly said, “ The good God is always on 
the side of great battalions,” or as Julius Civiles put 
it, “  God sides with the strongest.” Another equally 
significant saying is, “  God helps those that help 
themselves.” Of course, he is the help, not of the 
helpless, as the hymn ha3 it, but of the helpful. 
Those who really need help never get it from above, 
while those who help themselves have no means of 
ascertaining whether God helps them or not. That 
is to say, the Almighty never gives any direct evi­
dence that he deserves to be so called. The same 
principle fully applies to the Spirit of Christ whieh, 
Sir William informs us, “ is to be found in strange 
places.” W e will take one or two of his own illus­
trations of the difference Christ has made. He 
describes the eighteenth century as a period when 
people took their lot easily, declining to trouble 
themselves with great schemes, accepting things as 
they were, living friendly, social, and easy lives, 
seeing, as a rule, only what they wanted to see, and 
then adds:—

“ And yet every real student of the period knows 
that the condition of the poor was appalling. The want 
of work, the scarcity of provisions, the horrors of work- 
houses, the swarms of vagrants were notorious and 
undeniable.”

He avers that though pity and kindness were to be 
found here and there, the prevailing mood was stern. 
The early Methodists were hated because of their 
sympathy with the poorest classes. For that reason, 
the Duchess of Buckingham denounced the imperti­
nence of Methodism and its outrage on good breeding 
in reducing all ranks to the common level of sinners, 
saying to the Countess of Huntingdon : “ It is mon­
strous to be told that you have a heart as sinful as 
the common wretches that crawl on the earth.” Sir 
Robertson Niooll is of opinion that the condition of 
the poor is incalculably better in the twentieth 
century. Certainly an improvement has occurred, 
but it is so very slight that to treat it as the work of 
an omnipotent Christ would be to insult him. The 
bare idea of its being due to a God of infinite love is 
unutterably ludicrous. The existence of rich and 
poor, of class divisions and antagonism, of prisons 
and lunatic asylums, of workhouses and reforma­
tories, cannot possibly be reconciled with the 
existence of an infinitely powerful, wise, and loving 
Heavenly Father. A perfect Creator and an imper- 
feot creation are inconceivable anomalies. A Gospel 
described as the power of God unto salvation in a 
world still steeped in degradation and woe is the 
most fantastic stupidity with whieh the world has 
ever been tormented and mooked.

And yet, after all, Christ has made a difference. 
Belief in him has resulted in all sorts of evils under 
which Christendom is still groaning. The elevation 
of an imaginary world, with its equally imaginary 
interests, to a position of supreme importance neoes 
sarily led to a shameful neglect of the real interests 
of the only real world known to us. To exhort 
people to think continually of death and fear it, to 
set their affection on the things that are above, not 
on the things that are upon the earth, and to devo 0 
their wnole time to the task of preparing to mee 
God beyond the tomb, is to degrade them in their 
own eyes, and to discourage the cultivation of the 
noblest qualities of manhood. The passion of love 
for Christ has never failed to express itself in hatred 
and crueity towards all heretioal Christians and non- 
Christians. Happily, the imaginary Being who has 
made such wicked differences is at last passing; and 
like bis coming, his passing is both slow and sure. 
More happily still, his passing implies, and is in 
caused by, the Coming of Man to make the world 
anew. J. T. LloSD-

“ Meredith” for the Million.
(Constable *  Co‘Selected Poems by George Meredith.

Ltd.) Is. net. ; 1914. . .ft
Th e  publication of this volume arouses ^ ¡ eSt 
feelings. Had it been issued years ago at the ^¡¿go  
price of a shilling, it would have helped 
the reputation of a very great writer and * $e  
during his lifetime. As it is, it will but increas 
wreaths upon his tomb. The seleotion is . '  #jd. 
Master himself, and when that is said, all is 
For, by virtue of his splendid gifts, Meredith 13 ¡¡¡h 
work remains among the brightest gems of ^ 
literature, so rich in glorious genius and transoe 0 
talent. Tennyson has told ns that, when , a 
died, it was as though the firmament had 0 
mighty star, in whose vanishing the world w o 
to ohaos and night. Meredith was more to 
Byron, for he had been a living glory of °.nr 0idS 
for over half a century, and the star of his B 
had wheeled so long and with such majesty t® 0a 
had grown inured to his presence, and looks rg„ 
him as essential to the aspect of our heave ' a9j 
continuous was his influence, that the intel  ̂ jjis 
life of our time runs in a channel largely 
making, and to ends that but for him hail 
shaped far other than they were. j the

A striking instance of the provincialism ntJ. 
average English reader was the oomparatu 0£ 
popularity of George Meredith. Popular* 
course, may mean nothing or everything- * ¡¡fre 
be that of “ You Made Me Love Y o u ” or m o'lb 
Messiah,” of “ The Rosary” or of “ Don Q^^g'tabl®  
may be absolutely damning, or the one ineonte iity 
proof of supreme merit. The tests are univ a0d 
and endurance, for only noble work shall W
keep a lasting position. The best appeal®. 1 
long run to all, like “ Hamlet,” though n o t10 g 
degree. W ith no advertisement, no clique, nc> *' 'i0o 
opposition, but by sheer merit, George Mere“1 
his plaoe in art. _ r{j in

Like Shakespeare, Meredith unlocks his he _oIJg 
his verse. His magnificent novels rema'n oe0i0 
the finest works in our language ; but in

his Th®we have Meredith’s own passion, c,. 
beating at the sight of love and of heroism. ¡o0 
poems are so personal that one is tempted to J 1 
that, instead of having worked on the hoo > ^ 0 
author had worked straight on us. He 
Whitman, our aesthetics, and proves that the g g[ed 
thoughts are those whioh are quickest d i s m o t  
and absorbed by the reader, and turned into P 
himseif. O0&B

Genius refuses to be labelled. Study the* ^ 0 
separately, and you think you can °la.sai^ j0) jo 
author. In one poem he seems to be optd1111 jj9pS) 
another he appears pessimistic; and then, P 0 to 
“ Juggling Jerry” or “ The Old Chartist” c0
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upaet the pleasant little theory. A.t tbs he 
his work lies the Horatian liking for the Oo

mean- „ tr> re-read theTo dip into this book is, of oonrc , bow
old favorites, and to bring home m° r «the voice 
large is the proportion wherein we near ^  „ The
of great Nature." Her praise is hy“ “  „lorious
yood3 of Westermain” and_in 'many t> , it jj3V0
lines, such as “ The Thrush in Febrtia y linger in 
>n the Valley," where the golden cadence
the ear like the note3 of an ascen i g J extremists 

Those who think that poets are always exi,fi ’acre'll ■*-win j " ulJiua rnati poets are always extremi
do well to ponder Meredith’s lines, “ Lucifer 

starlight," - — - * ■■ - ................ in
in tv, r  ’ UUB °

he language :
Oft a atarror

one of the sanest and noblest utterances

vn a starred night, Prince Lucifer uprose, 
iired of his dark dominions swung the fiend, 
A-bove the rolling ball in cloud part screened, 
Where sinners hugged their spectre of repose,
I oor prey to his hot fit of pride were those. 
And now upon his western wing he leaned, 
Now his huge bulk o ’er Afric’s sands careened, 
Now the black planet 
hoarir *' shadowed Arctic snows.
vv . n8 through wider zones that pricked his scars 

ah memory of the old revolt from Awe, 
e reached a middle height, and at the stars, 
mch are the brain of heaven, he looked, and sank, 
found the ancient track marched rank on rank,

Th tle arm  ̂ UIialfcerable law.”
"  M J  Sa,*>9 perfect sanity appears in the lines from 

UQ0rn Love ” ;__
■Mi, what a dusty answer gets the soul 
Where hot for certainties in this our life !— 
in tragic hints here seek what evermore 
Moves dark as yonder midnight ocean’s force, 
thundering like ramping hosts of warrior horse,

A J’° throw that faint thin lino upon the shore.”
"  Japg|Qr6 *ron*° note is sounded in the dramatic 
With ? Jerry,” where the dying showman says, 

hne touch of stoicism : —
“  It’s past parsons to console us ;

No, nor no doctor fetch for me.
I can die without my bolus ;

Two of a trade, lass, never agree !
Parson and doctor !—don’t they love rarely, 

Fighting the devil in other men’s fields !
Stand up yourself and match him fairly : 

ft Then see how the rascal yields.”
sPeat'G '^ ere^ith's magnificent tribute to Shake-

0  lived the Master now to paint us Man,
-that little twist of brain would ring a chime 
Ilf whence it came and what it caused, to start 

Io launders of laughter, clearing air and heart.”  
latjgjj ariother sonnet he describes the Master’s

“ broad as ten thousand beeves 
Jj. j At pasture ! ”

play 8 ? resplendent distinction that, apart from the 
*8 the'p® PQb'i°> who agree to crown Shakespeare 
hijj v'ng, his most resolute partisans are those of 
the i j i ^ 0Q8eh°ld, poets and novelists, men with 
^ ?i genius flowing in their veins. And in

The Ordeal ofill

.who

iohawi a88nr0dly the artist of “ 
■tisf Peverel,” shall not sit

atid a *ong hfe lifted his voice in praise of high 
aia things:—

Are not his footsteps followed by the eyes 
rp Of all the good and wise ?
I  hough the warm day is over, yet they seek 
n . Upon the lofty peak 
Of his pure mind the roseate light that glows 

O’er deaths perennial snows.”
M im n e r m u s .

The Greater Bacon.
l *

hie bi n S ^een busy celebrating the seventh centenary 
been  ̂ °? Roger Bacon. A statue in the University 

■ aQslato Uuveiled, addresses delivered, and it is proposed to 
Jwefest i Publish the whole of his writings. The 
ti 8 Poll'? “ acon Is’ of course, mainly historical; but from 
‘uiiiljQ ,V“f view he is worthy of more attention than any 
“ixt Chrisfipmrl r»m nrnrhir.prl 11 thfi Pinrl nf’«eiith Christendom produced till the end of the
4S- “ one Ceutury- Sir Archibald Geikio well described him 
Within tl fhe most remarkable men that over studied 
l̂aohcal)6 Wa^8 ° f Ik0 University of Oxford.” He mastered 

y all the knowledge of his time, and was the real

founder of the experimental philosophy of Europe. In 
many respects he was a greater and clearer thinker than 
his famous namesake, Francis Bacon. At all events, the 
latter had the advantage of coming several centuries later, 
and pursning his work in a freer atmosphere and under 
much more favorable conditions than the thirteenth century 
monk. * * *

Bacon was a Somersetshire man, born at I'chester in 1214. 
Like most men of his age who longed for genuine knowledge, 
his principal teachers were Mohammedan and Jewish 
scientists. After working for years, and spending all he 
possessed on manuscripts, the manufacturing of instruments, 
and the cost of experiments, he seems to have experienced a 
season of depression, during which he joined the Franciscans. 
His new masters forbade him to write anything under pain 
of imprisonment, and for some time the order was observed. 
Then the man’s natural craving asserted itself, and “  some 
few chapters, written at the entreaty of friends,”  called 
down the anger of his superiors, and Bacon was sent to 
Paris to await the pleasure of the General of the Order. 
His pleasure was soon expressed, and Bacon went into an 
imprisonment that lasted ten years. Here he remained, 
deprived of books, writing materials, and instruments. The 
Catholic Times calls him “  that illustrious Franciscan,” and 
says that the Order is proud of its son. Its appreciation of 
him while alive was ten years imprisonment.

* * *
The malice of his enemies overreached itself. It was 

reported to the Pope, Urban IV., that Bacon had written 
works of an heretical nature. One of his chaplains— who 
afterwards became Clement IV. — was commissioned to 
inquire into the matter, and he, on his election to the papal 
chair, ordered Bacon to supply him with a copy of his 
writings. The cost of materials alone was great and Bacon 
was penniless. The Pope sent nothing, and the Franciscans 
would give nothing. 11 How often,” writes Bacon, “ was I 
repulsed and looked upon as a shameless beggar. Distressed 
above all that can be imagined, I compelled my friends, 
even those who were in necessitous circumstances, to 
contribute what they had, io raise money at interest, to sell 
their property, to pawn the rest." The money, however, 
was found ; and in about eighteen months Bacon wrote the 
Opus Majus, Opus Minus, and Opus Tertuim, three works 
that place him in the front rank of the world’s thinkers.

* * *
A few of his sayings will well illustrate the bent of 

Bacon’s mind: “ Physicists ought to know that their science 
is powerless unless they apply to it the power of mathe­
matics, without which, observation languishes and is in- 
capable of certitude.”  “ He who knows not mathematics 
cannot know any other science; and what is more, he 
cannot discover his own ignorance, or find its proper 
romedies.” “  The shortness of life requires that we should 
choose for our study the most useful objects, and exhibit 
knowledge with all clearness and certitude.”  “  Authority is 
valueless unless its warranty is shown; it does not explain, 
it only forces us to believe. And so far as reason is 
concerned, we cannot distinguish between sophism and 
proof unless we verify the conclusions by experience and 
practice.”  Experiment and verification ; these were the 
keynotes of Bacon’s teaching and which entitle him to be 
called the first of the moderns.

❖  * *
How much he actually discovered, or how much he 

received from his Mohammedan teachers is uncertain, But 
it is certain that he was acquainted with the manufacture of 
gunpowder, that he made phosphorous, laid down rules for 
the construction of a telescope, suggested reaching the Indies 
by sailing to the west, and a reform of the calendar that was 
not carried out until 1582. There are hints in his writings 
that he was not unacquainted with the power and uses of 
steam, speculated on a machine that appears to have been a 
diving bell, and in astronomy, botany, optics, and chemistry, 
was as universal a genius as Da V inci; but one working 
under such difficulties that, after forty years labor, there waB 
wrung from him the despairing cry, “ I repent that I have 
given myself so much trouble for the good of mankind.” 
He died in 1294. H. ^ ...

In the history of Christianity there is nothing more 
disgraceful than the Church’s treatment of Roger Bacon. 
Altogether, nearly a fourth of his life was spent in prison, 
prohibited from writing under penalty of “ many days’ 
fasting on bread and water.” For centuries after his death 
his writings were only studied surreptitiously by the few. 
Not for 450 years after his death was his Opus Majus 
translated into English. The Oxford orators glibly attribute 
Bacon’s persecutions to the faults of his age. So they were; 
but the dominant factor of the age was the Christian 
Church. It was that which made the life of the student of
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science so unbearable. It was that which caused Bacon to 
be handed down in popular legends as a mere mediaeval 
wonder-worker. It was the Church which embittered his 
life, as it embittered the lives of thousands of others. It 
was the Church that caused Bacon to complain from his 
cell that he was “  unheard, forgotten, buried.”  The first of 
the moderns, Roger Bacon paid the price that so many have 
paid who faced Christian superstition in the interests of a 
liberated humanity. r  r

Acid Drops

There was a National Liberal Club dinner the other 
evening to celebrate the completion of a hundred years of 
peace between Great Britain and America. Andrew Car­
negie, the multi - millionaire, and Lord Shaw, both of 
Dumfermline, were amongst the speakers, and were well 
reported in the Daily News. So was the Rev. Dr. Horton, 
who, we suppose, represented Jesus Christ,—who gets on 
better with rich society now than he used to in the early 
days of his career. Finally came the statement that “ Mr. 
J. M. Robertson, M.P., Parliamentary Secretary to the Board 
of Trade, presided oyer this gathering.” Just as if he were 
the mere toast-master of a public festival, instead of being 
in all probability the brainiest man in the assembly. Mr. 
Robertson presumably made a speech from the chair, but 
not a single sentence of it is reported. His name is included 
like “ the stars also ” in the Bible story of Creation, simply 
because it could hardly be omitted. Such a vulgar insult 
must be owmg to Mr. Robertson’s being a well-known Free­
thinker. The Daily News represents the Nonconformist 
Conscience—the most wonderful Conscience on earth.

The “ assembly of converts”  on the “ Strand Citadel” 
platform at one meeting of the Salvation Army’s Inter­
national Congress contained, according to “ Colonel ” 
Hitching,—

“  442 ex-drunkards 
47 ex-burglars
58 ex-gamblers and ‘ bookies '
12 ex-pugilists.”

Still tho London police have plenty to do. Isn’t there some 
mistake with the figures or the descriptions ?

A negro choir from the Southern States sang a “ coon 
hymn.” This was sung to a kind of cake-walk. The first 
verse was as follows :—

“  When trouble came in Noah’s time,
My, didn't it rain !

Forty days and forty nights,
My, "didn’t it rain! ”

This is the stuff that is going to save the world—if we are 
to credit King George and Queen Mary, and above all 
Ex-Queen Alexandra. What faith some people do possess !

“ An Hour in H ell” was one of the most “ blasphemous ” 
of Mr. Foote’s early lecture-titles. Thirty years ago it 
positively frightened people. A good many Christians came 
to hear the lecture in fear and trembling, half expecting to 
see a divine judgment on the wicked editor of the worst 
paper in the world. It was openly suggested by well-known 
good Christians that the local authorities should prevent 
such awful lectures from being delivered. Owners and 
lessees of halls were told that they ought to be ashamed to 
let their premises for such purposes. Even some old- 
fashioned Freethinkers expostulated with Mr. Foote for 
“ outraging ” Christian feelings in that way. In vain did he 
reply that he only proposed to take people into Hell for an 
hour, and bring them out again, instead of leaving them 
there for ever and ever. His jocosity only made the matter 
worse. In some provincial places*feoling ran so high that 
there was talk of arresting him. But nothing happened 
except to Hell itself, which suffered a good deal in the 
course of the campaign. Since then Hell has suffered on 
all sides. Its fires have failed ; it has cooled down in an 
astonishing manner; it is in many parts a safe receptacle for 
frozen meat. And that “ blasphemous ” title of Mr. Foote's 
which caused such a commotion is so meek and mild nowa­
days that like the “  Hades ” that takes the place of “  Hell ” 
in the Revised Version cf the New Testament it would 
hardly frighten a cat off a garden wall.

What a change has taken place during those thirty odd 
years 1 Here is an illustration. One of the features of the 
recent Salvation Army Congress in London was “  A Day 
With God.”  The words suggested a picnic with the

Almighty, at so much a head, with the “  Blood and F<te 
Army taking the commission on the sale of tickets. ^ 
would be hard to imagine auything more “ blasphemous, 
unless it was unprintable. Yet a London morning news­
paper, of unimpeachable piety, mildly calls it “ an expressive 
phrase ” if a little strong for some of the more sensitive 
believers. “  Expressive 1 ”  That’s good ! We shall get 
bacK in time to the innocent simplicity of the miracle-play®' 
oome future General Booth—perhaps the present one—W“ 
be advertising a cinema scene between “ Old Nick »na 
.Jahveh,” or the “ Bethlehem Boy and the Championship — 
or something else of that sort. Oh, yes ; the world does 
move and even Christians move with it.

General Booth was Ion3 in his praises of the 
which the press has treated the Army meetings. An ,jŝ g 
is no doubt that the praise has been earned. J°nr 
have discovered that the Army is good “ copy,” aQ . 11 LoffB. 
tion the Army has a very good press service of * . ¡j
Reports of its own meotiDgs are Bent out broado > 
prepares all sorts of statistics and picturesque aocoUu[l0ut 
its own work, and theee go into various papers w ^ 0 
readers being in the least aware that they are r e a C if 
Army’s own accounts of its doings. It would bo t
editors of papers, when they publish theso accounts. P » 
with them a notice, “  Supplied by the Salvation ¡̂¡¡g 
Readers would then be in a better position for os*1 
their value. As it is, the Army gives tho reporter a ■ ^ e0 
ment, the statement is published in a newspaper, an, pBn- 
the Army quotes, or reprints, its own statement as w 
dent testimony. Perfect candor from a ueW3paper 
would be a new Book of Revelations.

General Booth says that the Salvation Army still  ̂j ^u, 
in a real God, a real Devil, a real heaven, and a re"
We may add that it also believes in real cash.

.... l,< Snffia,"“  Providence ” has been leaving the “  militant ^ aBd 
gettes in the lurch lately. What are a few burnmiv .^ ,1  
explosions in churches and other empty places to  ̂
children by lightning, swamping London, digg,u.i> a0d 
chasms in Paris, wrecking big liners, smashing trai i 
other “ Acts of G od” ? Man—and even woman _ ^
where in the destructive line when that same “  Provid 
starts business. ------ tt

“  The Act of God,” by tho way, is not au infidel .10^ o0r'6 
is a legal finding in the courts of Euglaud. Tho oo t̂0B 
jury returned it the other day in the case of the c 
who were struck dead by lightning near London. ajDgs 
ended the matter. There was no suggestion of jni-
against the responsible party. Maybe it was thoUb 
possible to serve the summons.

_ , ” tba*
Mr. Bottomley does well to denounce the “  Gou ^ eg0 

Christian clergymen preach about as the author 0 
“ judgments.”  But, after all, this is the God of the 
this is the God of Christianity.

There are no limits to the ways in which priests 0f 
where seek to saddle their maintenance upon the w jo 
the population. In Pennsylvania the clergy are try aPo0t 
get either free passes or reduced rates in travelbny ia\ed 
the country. The legal authorities have, however, ¡̂¡e 
that such a concession would be contrary to the , 
Company Law. The argument of the clergy is t t b s  
are paid such poor salaries that they cannot a®“ ĵ et 
expenses of travelling. The reply to this seems cea0jay a4 
their congregations pay them more, or let them V ^ gl 
home. If the congregations desire their ministers *

and we can well believe that in many cases they , t6yef
„v,M „or. S .c;. 1= vc,q,S0B W gt

the i» 10

should pay their expenses. There is no reason '^ ¡¡y
why these congregations should expect the 
large to pay for the relief they get from 
travelling from home.

cbri3;.“ Here in England,” says tho Catholic Times, “ th g 
tian religion is decaying with a rapidity none the - 0jjauity 
that it is so silent. Men are not opposing ^ 0y gre
loudly. They are denying it that compliment. 8fl0ra
dropping it quietly. Year by year England 'oecOIB '
indifferent to religion, more materialistic, more Hg ot,|gnd 
We do not believe that things are vitally different in  ̂ ^„ve- 
to what they are elsewhere. The truth is that th‘c;vj|i9a' 
ment away from Christianity is co-extensive with ^  ¿¡jgii 
tion. It is proceeding more rapidly in some count* vjvftls ’ 
in others, but that is the only difference. All the 
and all the efforts of the olergy can do no more tba - ffith 
a semblance of vitality in an organism that ia atrio 
death.
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Oi course, the Catholic Times makea_ this a 8sity of 
nouncement for a purpose. Its text »  «h® neces  ̂ y ^  
closer union amongst Catholics for P° 1 “ .,u the over-
Catholics, it says, “  will have itafl'ueno proportion
whelming majority o£ our fellow country ® ¿hatl such
to oar unity among ourselves, and °  lectorate, the
unity will enable us to bring to boar upon gQ au(j  that 
candidates, and the party in power. W “ 8tt0ngly koi« 
hoes foreshadow a real danger. A P ■ „ reat power 
together may, although a minority, ye union is not a
la the State. And when the ground of «hi ^  reijgious 
Purely social one, we have all the wors tHah the Roman 
higotry and tyranny before us. It mea  ̂ ecati0n8 to its 
hhutch is prepared to sacrifice all other c „  ja prance, 
O'vn aggrandisement. "What this “ eaJ18’ , , tiie Roman 
^Pam, and Italy have shown. Fortuaat y. {oroQB
Church itself is not secure from the ?Pera, among other 
that are causing the decay of ^ ' ’gvousi _  “mjnimises the 
sects, and every advance of Freethoo0 1 is only one 
hanger indicated by the Catholic Times. . of Chris-
sure way of checking the anti-social ' o£ p ree-
tianity, and that is by multiplying the nnm - thinkers. ____

“ The River of Doubt ” is a “ ^ l^ ig c o v M y 11̂  a 1>00.° 
™ ex-President Roosevelt’s alleged 10ne that there is 
Pules long river in Central Brazil. ■ fban in Teddy’s
“■ore truth in the discovery of the »  4 uttlo Atheist,”
Ascription of Thomas Paine as a “ ,s »  words.
Which is a world's record of three lie

e°«relySrael Zan^
no _____ _ iayu*„u u. my -i“ womu nave
6®U more to boast of had the work been written by honest 

 ̂of a<oy race. And how about the Old Xestaccien  ̂.

According to Mr. Alan Dale, the well-known dramatic 
ot>tic of the Nero York American, the Roman Catholics have 

censorship 0f the stage, and they have a white list of 
tbat their people may see. What an mdependent 

p anly citizen the Roman Catholic is, to be sure 1 The 
P uest tells him what to read; makes out a list of his 
musements ; at election times dictates who be is to vote 
1 ’ and keeps one eye on his salary all the time.

„will says, “  The New Testament was 
ritien by laymen of my race.”  It would have

Writin a4 re^g'°us paper, the Referee, Mr. George R. Sims, 
This il '* Îus«ard ami Cress,”  says : “  Hullo, Up Above ! 
apptf,i' Jdne. not December.” The pious readers will be 

sQ8ive of “  Dagonet’s ”  future.

«ells 'u Lloyd's Weekly News, Mcnsignor Hugh Benson 
of a bnf3«^ a rde,Iimval Yorkshire village, where a caravan 
^ y w o n t W  arrived . on a Sunday. Of the population 
chnCcv i °^urch, and about 450 to the bull-fight, and the 

that M aQ<J kMocl the faithful fifty. The editor
'’ eel;. p Consignor Benson will answer the difficulty next 
«he sjj0 «hat time his readers will have recovered from

C,

N, 0n 4ks Woek,y Rest-Day Bill, an artful
j ln«coducecl by the Sabbatarians

re£uiu3s
Lloyd'8 Weekly

-v.«s r a - «ke promoters «hat twenty millions of 
” Undav i°n 4ko Sunday papers, and that the restriction of 
«he Mond 0r w°uld interfere only with the production of 

ay morning papers. A palpable hit !

Th
World

«h,
thinks but little of the Day of

chur hQ for «ho Church in Wales, apparently because 
ha«hedrilj es on’y drew small audiences. At Norwich 
Hhou]  ̂  ̂ °nly twenty-five persons were present. We 
Sf:oms ave «bought that number quite enough. All that 
‘»¡dtor e®essary is to call the Lord’s attention to the
«ho
^°rWicbD1:tanli «hing, C hJ^h: will

hut the Christian World evidently thinks numbers

say :
and that the Lord, looking down on 
‘ What’s this ? Intercession for the

M , 10 Wales ! Wants me to upset the Government
!<s'Uess )?n'y T«wonty-five present 1 Not good enough___^_______  ___„ _____ ___Next
Serin,;' are afraid the Christian World does not

a«° between the Deity and Mr. Asquith.
n

¡^hffitk 'a «he Christian World we see that Rev. Dr.
4(1 8ic lQ,?aos is astonished at the public listening so eagerly 
^‘h'es 0n lv®5 Lodge and others when they deicer them- 

jei!gioas problems. So are we ; but we can easily
e* jj-t — «»iiuiiry men know that the clergy aro net 

a01« ttien°l'? le .̂ «kan «hcmselves, and they apparently hope 
o£ science, who are informed on other subject?,

will have some information to dispense on this one. What 
people have to realise is that, on such questions as the 
existence of God or the soul, Sir Oliver Lodge is no greater 
authority than the most ignorant of Salvation Army 
preachers. Both of them can do no more than profess 
belief. Neither can show the slightest evidence to warrant 
that belief. ____

Dr. Griffith Jones is laboring under the delusion that a. 
clergyman is an expert in religion, and therefore ought to 
be listened to with attention. He is nothing of the kind. He 
may be an expert so far as a knowledge of religious teachings 
is concerned, but that is all. He may be able to say authori­
tatively how one ought to stand whoa saying prayers, what 
kind of dress a parson should wear, or what doctrine is 
orthodox; but as regards the real meaning of what ate 
called “  religious ” frames of mind, or concerning the origin 
of religious beliefs, the ordinary clergyman exhibits a most 
deplorable ignorance. That is really the condition of his 
being a clergyman, and his education is designed to per- 
petuate it. He is not trained to understand the significance 
of numerous states of mind—both normal and morbid— 
masquerading as religion. He is not trained to observe the 
significance of: the same feelings that in one case manifest 
themselves as religious convictions and in another case 
express themselves in relation to purely social activities. 
He is like a man discoursing on the steam-engine in the 
absence of a knowledge of physics and mechanics. And, 
as a matter of fact, the world’s reliable knowledge about 
religion has not been derived from theologians, bat from 
those who have taken religious phenomena as part of phe­
nomena in general, to bo explained on tho same lines that 
science has found so helpful elsewhere.

Pastor Russell, the American evangelist, has hired a 
London theatre in which he is giving a cinematograph 
illustration of the Bible story. Pastor Russell is a 11 whole- 
hogger ” in religion, and accepts the Bible in the most literal 
manner. His performance is called Creation, and we can 
see great possibilities in it. Eve’s adjustment of the fig- 
leaf— once an actual part of the old miracle play— would 
have to be omitted, but the separation of light from dark­
ness, the creation of woman from a rib of Adam, with other1 
items, should make interesting pictures. One of the reli­
gious papers says that Pastor Russell’s comments on the 
pictures may be treated as “  comic relief.” The absurdity 
seems to lie in the preaehar taking the Bible story to mean 
what it says. ____

The new Chinese Review, published in London, but edited 
by two Chinamen, contains a comment by one of its editors 
that is well worth attention. In 1912, be says, “  the 
honorable and high-minded ” promoters of the Anglo- 
Japauese Exhibition decided to add to it a touch of Chinese 
color. So it was proposed to install an opium den, and 
attempts were made to hire Chinese sailors to play the part 
of opium smokers. Now, says this editor, suppose the tables 
were turned, and the promoters of a Chinese exhibition 
proposed representing Great Britain by a low-class public- 
house, with English sailors to play ths part of drunkards. 
11 Great Britain would probably have sent a fleet of warships 
to demand reparation for the national insult.” Contrasting 
English virtues with foreign vices is a favorite pursuit with 
the average Englishman, and in time he naturally ignores 
other people's virtues altogether.

Here is another passage that contains an important 
truth :—

“  One looks in vain in Western newspapers for reports of 
progress and of incidents illustrating the higher and better 
traits of Chinese character; but the ravages of a White 
Wolf or the details of a political murder are immediately 
boomed with an energy worthy of a better cause. And tho 
dismal pessimist, ignoring all the wonderful progress mado 
in China during the last fifty years, in the face of untold 
difficulties, chants his funereal lay with a gusto and a 
vehemence which tempts us to conclude that he must be 
paid to do it.”

That, it must be confessed, is the way in which our glorious 
British press usually instructs its readers, After the expul­
sion of the Monarchy from Portugal, not the least notice 
was taken of the constructive work that tho now Govern­
ment attempted and performed. But anything in the shape 
of an “  outrage ” on either side, or a collision between the 
Government troops and a few Royalists received instant and 
lavish notice. It was the same with Turkey after tho 
dethronement of Abdul Hamid. And the misfortune is that 
the average reader doesn’t seem to possess enough intelli­
gence to realise that, in the very nature of the case, these 
“  lurid ” and exciting incidents can only be mere incidents 
in the general h|e of a nation.
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1,374 starving dogs were saved by the London police last 
year. Christians were too busy saving their own souls.

Mr. W. Hill Murray, who introduced the Braille system 
for the blind into China, estimated that one person in every 
600 is sightless in that country. Our Heavenly Father is 
rather careless of his children.

Are the angels on strike ? We ask this question with due 
solemnity, for we notice that “  God’s houses ” have to be 
protected by paid watchmen against Suffragette attacks.

The peerless patterers of the Christian Evidence Society 
are almost the sole defenders of the Design Argument. 
Even the dear Daily News and Leader recently referred 
jestingly to the “ old argument from design, Paley’s watch 
and the watchmaker. Nowadays, watch and watchmaker 
have somehow failed to keep time.”

Three poor Christites in one day’s “ wills.”  ;
Alfred Gatty, of Hooton Roberts, Rotherham, 1®*“
Rev. Edward Clowes, of Bexhill, ¿£10,640; rroff
Cooper, Brighton, ¿£15,524. Average about ¿£9,000. 
Judas’s mouth would have watered at the figure 1

Tbs*®Puritanism is a fearful and a wonderful thing-  ̂
not a nude statue in any public place in the whole Qj 
United States, but Coney Island has a seething y« 
trippers every Sunday during the summer, and “ *am well 
is a by-word throughout the civilised world. R 
said that it would have been batter if Plymouth R°c 
landed on the Pilgrim Fathers instead of the otbo 
about.

Throughout Sunday collections were mado in tbo k°ajallg 
churches and chapels for the hospitals. Why do knrj . gj 
have to collect money in the same way as ordinary c 
Have thoy no use for prayer ?

“ Hall of Science ideas still linger round the rostrums in 
the parks,”  says a writer in the Referee. Other correspon­
dents suggest that Freethought is dead. It needs a referee 
to decide between the disputants.

It was one of life’s little ironies that in a daily paper the 
two headlines, “ Salvationists in Congress,”  11 Barbaric 
Revivals,” should have been in adjoining columns.

A Nonconformist preacher, wishing to be topical, preached 
a sermon on “ A Mixed Grill.”  Did it include a description 
of the horrors meted out to the heterodox in the next 
world ?

Mr. Brandon Thomas made a big fortune out of the play 
called Charley's Aunt, which has been translated and played 
in eighteen languages. Would the Bible have been trans­
lated into so many without artificial pushing?

M. George Brandes, the eminent Danish critic, landing at 
New York, was asked by an interviewer what he thought of 
their great statue of Liberty. “ Is that all the Liberty you 
have ? ”  he said. They tried another subject.

A number of pious ladies and gentlemen have been writing 
in the Saturday Journal on “ What Happens to Us When 
We Die ? ”  We will listen to them, if they can make ns 
hear, when they are dead. Not before.

“  They have broken my heart and my spirit between 
them, and I no longer care to live.” These words occurred 
in a letter found on the body of Sister Anastasia, the head 
mistress of Shilton Roman Catholic Schools, who was found 
drowned in the river at Normanton. The jury returned a 
“  temporary insanity ” verdict, but added a rider stating 
their opinion that the deceased had been unkindly treated 
at the convent.

Mr. Burch, a wealthy manufacturer, collapsed at the 
Haivard-Yaie baseball match, where he was a spectator. 
The doctors called in pronounced him dead. But his wife, 
who is a Christian Scientist, had the body brought to New 
York, and a well-known “ healer ” with a lot of other people 
prayed over it for hours. It wouldn’t budge, however, and 
they had to get on with the funeral. But we daresay the 
Christian Science lady will go on believing in the nonsense 
all the same.

Christian professionals don't seem to see that the harder 
they try to get people to come to church the more surely is 
Christianity decaying. They are going to carry on a 11 Come 
to Church ”  campaign, to secure the attendance at church 
of every man, woman, and child in England and Wales on a 
Sunday in next January. Every man, woman, and child! 
We know a few who won’t go,— in spite of all the impudent 
“  invitations ” left at their houses.

The Rector of Walberton, Sussex, advertises for “ fifteen 
God-fearing Englishmen ”  to superintend the farming of 
640 acres of land in Canada. We do not know what is the 
connection between “  God-fearing ” and agriculture, unless 
the Rector hopes to get his men at a reduced rate.

sayS,
A writer in a parish magazine, describing a bazaaL ’ ajs0 

“  crystal-gazing, palmistry, and fortune-telling ar0  ̂
available for more adventurous visitors.” Adventurous  ̂
would not require the courage of a tame rabbit to fac 
nonsense.

v, if“  We in England have a hard, direct, swift speec“ ' 
will only use it, instead of ranting, like Shelley and 1 .
and people like that,” said a Mr. Richard Aldington. gt. 
thing similar to the flowers of speech used by the 
Blessed Carpenter of Nazareth might do.

The Rev. J. Williams discussed the question of aj 
members’ contributions at a Calvanistic Conferen 
Llanrwst, and said some people would only contribute y 
a-crown if the world caught fire. Why should they < ¡B 
only pay that sum now to insure themselves against 
the next world.

The following report appeared in the Daily 
Wednesday, June 17 : —

Telegraf0

“ RIGHT OF FREE SPEECH.
‘ V a is  N onentities. ’ .

Will'*1"At Lambeth Police-court yesterday Thomas jjr- 
Stewart, 31, a lecturer, of Derby, was charged befo 
H. C. Biron with behaving in a disorderly manner, „„¿la?

Police-constable Gibson, 901 W, stated that on - r0jd- 
night he found a large crowd assembled in Brixton 
The speaker was speaking on Atheism and the crow 
throwing missiles at him. . ^

Prisoner: Do you think the opposition was organ! 
Constablo : I don’ t think it was. hold6

Mr. Biron : The point is that you have no right to 
meeting in a public street. ,l0]cl a

Prisoner: Technically, there is no legal right to ft 
meeting : but, a3 your worship is perfectly well awai®> 
fact all magistrates allow the right of free speech. nl»ce’ 

Mr. Biron : The right of free speech in the proper I t  to 
Nowadays everybody seems to think that he has » *’ ¡,0
say what he pleases in the public street. It is ge"" 
abominable nuisance. g ¡n a

Prisoner, who had previously mentioned that he w Qj s 
bad state of health, explained that this was the 1* g jftgt 
series of meetings. Probably, he added, it was 
meeting he would address. jio"r

Mr. Biron : I am delighted to think it is the ote. 
go, and take your farewell, and don’t trouble us any 1

Prisoner was then discharged. rnatk®̂ '
As Stewart was leaving the court his worship rcIJ ¿ae 

sotto voce : ‘ At the present time there is a perfect i 
vain nonentities who will obstruct the streets by 
rubbish.’ ”

Some will blame us for inserting this. Others would 
us for not inserting it. We believe the best plan is * 
it, and let it tell its own tale.

The defenders of the Christian superstition are u® ° (edi 
cinema to bolster their religion. A film has been P foe 
entitled “ Creation, from Nebula to Perfection,” u°oB(jei 
auspices of the Bible Students’ Association. ^  °  w 0(j tb® 
it includes the creation of Eve from Adam’s r'b , st»n 
other absurdities of “ Genesis.”  If so, the FreetMn 
will have to book seats.

The recent heavy storm in London 
That is how “ Providence ” remembers the 
keep it holy.

Sun
"S a b b a th  day

day-to
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To Correspondents. Editorial.

President's H onorarium F und, 1 9 1 4 ,  Jam es N eate,
£170 12s. 6d. Beceived Bince:-—Me. llan4i ft ./.) ,
£1 ! Captain G. B. Taylor, £ 1  ; B. J. BinnS • ! F. 0. Richards, £ 1 .12s

B. T . -Youryear nam" rem’*i*'ance Bag arrived safely, but you do not give 
" Unlen e’ aud we cannot very well send the paper without it 
wrapne yon want “ B- T.” put before your address on the 
Frecthink Glad to hear that, although you have had the 
friend ^  °nIy for “  some time ”  through the kindness of a 
that vny°v. reSard its editor as “  your best friend ”  and “  feel 
regard fU have known him personally all your life.” With 
to any 1° y?Ur <fU8ry' ^ would be the lady who would be liable 
be dod/d ■ I)rocee<l 'nR3—not the man. Barbaric law cannot 
give von t m tlle way you suggest. We are sorry we cannot 

q g r Iriend any practical advice.
y°Ur good* 8k°uM not mind being with you on board
pleasant j P 'n the Bay of Biscay—whence you write your 
is DanoJi ter' Your subscription to the Bamsey Testimonial

E. B ! !  0Ver t0 the Trea8“ EOE.
^  â t h anks. Shall have attention.

Weeij iS,0N''T(f) The Freethinker is never “ published late this 
dent.' Tffu°ou^  n°t he so except by some unforeseeable acci- 
of biB “ e ânlt >s uot your local newsagent’s it is the fault 
latter ^9l°1r?,sale agent’s. Pressure should be put upon the 
what ;a ip The report shows you gave a good lecture, but 
and wr'i 6re 'n '*■ which has not been said by N. S. £?. lecturers 
of 'tera for the last fifty years ? We judge by the progress 
numb ProPaganda, not by the mere increase of useless 
Way ^ra\ The Salvation Army is a big affair, reckoned that 
°ountrv ,,IS, t*lere one Christian the more in any “ Christian 
Bing]e p ■ ,ause of its existence ? Has it converted one 
hang .^thinker ? We have converted a crowd of Chris- 
Ŷeethn * v, " 6 never 0aw any fia'n ' n the multiplication of 

go. Ti, 8°cieties. We have seen lots of them come and 
the onl ” le ° 'd S. remains, and the Freethinker is still 
(and pA wp0kly Freethought journal in England, commanding 
wish su W1̂  oash) most of the best brains in the party. We 
Cartnot Ccf ss to a"  Bincere workers for Freethought, but we 

j, act on their judgment instead of our own.
A ^ Mr. Foote will write you himself shortly.

violation of the directions printed every 
e<fitor’c. -• 8 “ hmn is sure to cause delay, besides wasting the 

JiUgg Ume and °™6Y-
Uonor&ATE' a London veteran, subscribing to the President’s 
for the Bun >̂ trusts we “  may live many more years yet 

Br p 806f of causes.’ ”
for thiTi'v m Tund, trusts we t0e best of
8'3enVg (New Zealand).—Your subscription to the Pre-
There honorarium Fund was acknowledged last week. 
i>i<t b c ®° time to reply to your letter, which reached us 
tsn tinjg „ cds‘ Fleased to hear you say you
^ P t i o n :

.as much.”
arger

' wish it was 
Also that you are “  glad to see that the

are rolling in this year more rapidly and in
'8 hot ?m°unfs than formerly "  and that you “ hope tho pace 

C. ,1*. 0 fast‘ ° last.”
C ^ r ^ a d y o u  find so much help from the Freethinker. 
the fiistr’ e. sakieot of organisation is under consideration, and 

p Iot you name may then receive attention.

E.
41,11— Much obliged for cuttings

•ABi sidge. _
Io*CE. We wish you good weather and a good gathering.-''ICE__y  ” ”4. xour order is passed over to our shop manager.

— M a cm ills .n ’ s hn.lf - crow n  ed ition  o f

A.

khavvn.CRI,EY'—Macmillan’s half - crown edition of Omar 
fourth m,.*s the best. It contains all four editions. The
Thai.- e.dlti°n i

at

ttanko Y"“ v,u 13 still copyright, and it is much the best. 
■ Ior cuttings.

Sand"3 reSret to hear of Mr. Thomas Thorp’s death
Ba'nts’ rVand their giving him a Christian burial at All 
J'hat Vni Ur°k when they knew he was an Atheist. We note 
aRs crA„nSay at the end of your letter. Mr. Foote's health 

J. ° eatly improved.
l̂iich Yance had already sent in an obituary notice,

I b e 8ec*  ntype'
it ^atciunGAR Society, L im ited , office is at 2 Newcastle-street, 
Tbe N lijo 'B treet, E.C.
D. âtrinndSAr' Secular S ociety' s office is at 2 Newcastle-street, 

thRdon-a‘ reet, E.C.
With
8h, - 8ecuirVl°eS fke National Secular Society in connection 

oui(j t aE Burial Services are required, all communications 
tRna f a<ldre3sed to the secretary, Miss E. M. Vance.StiSrb i

r  ̂Ne\v(,„UI, ,^ e Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to 
^ W he \t e’a*'ree*:i Farringdon-street, E.C.

S t f g ç j .  ^ ^ T lC W H  m  -----------h . C l X T -------------- i.1 _g «css  must reach 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon- 
I by first post Tuesday, or they will not be

•harking? Ben<l  us newspapers would enhance the favor by 
,’sRs ffj ■ Pas3ages to which they wish us to call attention. 

T‘ouee(rp toraturo should bo sent to tho Shop Manager of the 
Ui n o t  t .?88’ 2 Nowcastle-streeS Farringdon-streot, E.C., 
f "a Free,, h<! Editor'

r®c® to“ ,iicr w‘h bo forwarded direct from tho publishing 
af®a, nr(>any Par*’ of the world, post free, at the following

Q'°btbs oPaid •—One year, 10s. Gd. ; half year, 5s. 3d. ; three¿8. 8d.

I AM sorry to say that Mr. Cohen has not been 
looking very well lately. The wintry Jnne we have 
have had in “  God’s Own Country,” as the clergy 
call it, has rather worsened the cold he was suffering 
from at the Conference on Whit-Sunday. He really 
ought to take a holiday. He went to Southsea last 
week-end, and I hope he will stay there or go to 
some other place equally eligible. I am therefore 
sitting in the editorial chair again, and I think I had 
better remain there. I will not thank Mr. Cohen at 
the fag-end of a hurried paragraph. I will do it 
next weak. And I shall have to tell the “  saints ” of 
some of the grave difficulties that have to be 
confronted in the near future. ^  ^  p Q0TE

Sugar Plums.

The June number of the Secular Education Chronicle 
(quarterly), issued by the Secular Education League, is 
priced at one penny, but we do not know of any shop where 
it is Bold. Readers of ours who would like to see it—and 
we hope many will—should apply to the Secretary, Mr. H. 
Snell, 19 Buckingham-street, Strand, London, W.C. Amongst 
other items is a report of the Seventh Annual Meeting held 
at Caxton Hall on March 24. Mr. Foote was ill then and 
confined to his bedroom. His absence from the meeting 
was sympathetically referred to by Sir Henry Cotton, who 
took the chair for the President, Mr. George Greenwood, 
who was unable to be present. “ Sir Henry,” the report 
says, “ took the opportunity to express his great regret at 
Mr. Foote’s illness, which prevented him from being present. 
He was indefatigable in the cause, and his sound judgment 
was greatly valued.”  The report adds that at the public 
meeting later on, “ Sir Henry also referred again with 
sympathy to the ill-health of Mr. Foote.”

We are pleased to see from the official report that 
Mr. George Greenwood continues his Presidency of the 
Secular Education League. It was feared that a bad 
accident had incapacitated him for life, but he is recovering 
the use of his lower limbs, which is an excellent piece of 
good fortune after a twice-broken kneecap’s necessitating 
two operations. All who know Mr. Greenwood's services to 
the cause of progress will be heartily glad to hear this good 
news.

The report of Mr. Halley Stewart’s speech at the League 
meeting shows that he is back from his trip in search of 
health with a fair supply of that desideratum. We judge 
by the vigor and trenchancy of his address.

Mr. Cohen's article on “  The Consolations of Religion ”  is 
reprinted from our issue of April 26 in the New York 
Trutheeeker. The source of the article is duly acknowledged

The Birmingham Branch is having its Annual Picnic on 
Sunday, July 5, to Stonrport, and the members would like 
to meet Freethought friends of the district. Full informa­
tion may be obtained from the Secretary, Mr. Jas. Partridge, 
245 Shenstone-road, Birmingham.

We have received (on Tuesday afternoon, much too late 
for the Freethinker) a further list of subscriptions from the 
Treasurer of the Ramsey Testimonial Fund— Mr. B. T. 
Hall, Clnb Union Buildings, Clerkenwell-road, London, E.C. 
A glance at it shows there is a mistake somewhere. Names 
are included which were acknowledged in former lists. We 
have returned the list to Mr. Hall for correction.

The Salvation Army is played out in the worst sense of 
the words. It is no longer taken seriously by the bulk of 
the people. When it was first established it was taken as a 
really earnest—if vulgar and absurd—agency for saving 
souls. The crowds who watch its parades no longer regard 
it in that light. “  Blood and Fire ” makes no impression 
now. Familiarity, if nothing else, has bred contempt. 
“  The Army ”  has taken its place as one of the regular shows 
of the day. This is quite legible on the faces of the spec­
tators. We have watched them very carefully during the 
recent Salvation Congress performances.
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Is Religious Belief Universal ?—III.

(Concluded from p. 390.)
“  Lacking ability to think, and the accompanying desire to 

know, the savage ia without tendency to speculate. Even 
when there is raised Buch a question as that often put by 
Park to the Negroes—‘ What became of the sun during the 
niaht, and whether we should see the same sun, or a 
different one, in the morning,’ no reply is forthcoming. ‘ I
found that they considered the question as very childish......
They had never indulged a conjecture, nor formed any 
hypothesis about the matter.’ The general fact thus 
exemplified is one quite at variance with current ideas 
respecting the thoughts of primitive man. He is commonly 
pictured as theorising about surrounding appearances; 
whereas, in fact, the need for explanation of them does not 
occur to him.

“ We see in the young of our own race a similar inability to 
concentrate their attention on anything complex or abstract. 
The mind of the child, a3 well as that of the savage, soon 
wanders from sheer exhaustion when generalities and 
involved propositions have to be dealt with.” —H erbert 
S pencer, Principles of Sociology, pp. 87-89.

“ Non-religious tribes may not exist in our day, but the 
fact bears no more decisively on the development of religion, 
than the impossibility of finding a modern English village 
without scissors or books or lucifer matches bears on the 
fact that there was a time when no such things existed in 
the lane.” — P rofessor E. B. T tlor, Primitive Culture, vol. i., 
p. 425.

Of the Veddahs of Ceylon, Sir J. Emerson Tennant 
says, “ They have no religion of any kind— no know­
ledge of a God or of a future state ; no temples, idols, 
altars, prayers, or charms ” (Ceylon, vol. ii., p. 441'. 
Mr. Bailey, long a resident among them, confirms 
this judgment, “ They have no knowledge of a 
Sapreme Being! ‘ Is he on a rock ? on a white
ant-hill ? on a tree ? I never saw a God ’ was the 
only reply I received to repeated questions. They 
have no idols, offer no sacrifices and pour no 
libations.” *

Of the Andaman Islanders, Dr. Mouat says, “ They 
have no conception of a Sopreme Being. They have 
never risen from the effects they see around them to 
the most imperfect notion of a Cause. They have 
never ascended in thought from the works to a 
Creator, or even to many creators— that is to say, 
Polytheism” (Adventures and Researches Among the 
Andaman Islanders (1863), p. 803).

Lieutenant Low, of H .M . Indian Navy, similarly 
remarks of them, “  They do not believe in the 
existence of a Supreme Being, and perform no reli­
gious ceremony of any sort ” (The Land o f the Sun 
(1870), p. 168).t

M. Bik says of the Arafaras of Vorkay (one of the 
Southern Arus):—

“  To convince myself more fully respecting their want 
of knowledge of a Supreme Being, I demanded of them 
on whom they called for help in their need, when their 
vessels were overtaken by violent tempests. The 
eldest among them, after having consulted the others, 
answered that they knew not on whom they could cal! 
for assistance, but begged me, if I knew, to be so good 
as to inform them.” )

Wallace, the naturalist, says of the wild tribes of 
the Moluccas and New Guinea that when he 
endeavored to ascertain their ideas respecting the 
Creator of the universe, he could only get from them 
a confession of total ignorance on the subject. “ The 
intellectual capacities of those tribes were so feeble 
that he doubted whether they could be made to 
appreciate or understand what was meant by a 
God.” §

Similarly, the naturalist Bates says of the Indians 
of the Upper Amazons :—

“ Their want of curiosity is extreme. One day wo 
had an unusually sharp thunder-shower. The crew 
were lying about the deck ; and after each explosion all 
set up a loud laugh, the wag of the party exclaiming,
' There’s my old uncle hunting again,’ an expression 
showing the utter emptiness of mind of the spokesman. 
I  asked Vicente what he thought was the cause of

* Bev. E. W. Farrar, “ On tbs Universality of Belief in Gqd 
and in a Future State,” Anthropological Journal (1864), ccxviii,

t Cited in Lindsay’s Mind in Animals, p. 206.
{ Lubbock, Origin of Civilisation (1889), pp. 214-5.
§ Kev. F. W. Farrar, Anthropological Journal (18G4).
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lightning and thunder ? He said, ‘ Timaa ichoq a 
don't know. He had never given the su J j^r 
moment’s thought 1 It was the samo wit ^ 
things. I asked him who made the sun, the s a > 
trees ? He didn’t know, and had never near ^ 
subject mentioned amongst his tribe. jjas
language, at least as taught by the old J0SU’ (¡mes 
a word—Tupana—signifying God. Vicente soi ^  
used this word, but he showed by bis express! jje 
he did not attach the idea of a Creator to Jjra3go 
seemed to think it meant some deity or v>fa‘ ote 
which the whites worshiped in the churches ^  
seen in the villages. None of the Indian trl^e® . and 
Upper Amazons have an idea of a Supreme EeU °’oWB 
consequently have no word to express it in , W|) 
languages. Vicente thought the river on w 
were travailing encircled the whole earth, and "• j,ut 
land was an island like those seen in tho s"re . ’ ¡n 
larger. Here a gleam of curiosity and ¡magma 
the Indian mind is revealed : the necessity of a âB 
of the earth and water has been felt, and a 
been suggested. In all other matters not ooncl^ag a 
the common wants of life the mind of Vicento 
blank, and such I always found to be the case wi 
Indian in his natural state.” * ^

As to the “ High Gods”— Baiame, Deiramala®» ĵg 
Bangil— which the late Mr. Andrew Langi 1 jjaD 
book, The Making of Religion, tolls na the Au8 
aborigines believed in, Lord Avebury points ou 
B nngii, according to native belief,— ,

was an old man who once lived on earth and PoS"aoBot 
great multitudes of cattle, an idea which 0 ^ eB) 
evidently have arisen before the advent of 
as there were no cattle in Australia. He bad a a 
with the Jay, who let out the winds and .. 
away. He is now the star Homalhaut. Bangm 0jf 
over, is a common title of respect. Mr. Howitt hi 
was often called Bangil.”f ^0

Professor Tylor, dealing with the idea tbau , 
Australian belief in a “ Great Spirit” was. ffj]I 
from missionary teaching, declared “ this vie1# ^  
not bear examination.” ); After further study ° 
snbjeofc, however, he changed his opiui°a‘ .jjer 
observes: “ Let ns now, however, inquire wil r0 
Baiame, near 1810 so prominent a divine ^  a 
among the Australians, was known to them a 90I 
few years earlier ” ; and points out that Back , 9 
a minister of the Society of Friends, who BPr ĝ o; 
long time in Anetralia between 1882 and jjyefi 
William Buckley, the “  wild white man,” wh° jj b0 
thirty years among the natives of the district, 
had forgotten English ; and the Rev. L. E. 
tho first grammarian and lexicographer of Newf  0f 
Wales, are all agreed that the natives had no i 
a Supreme Being.§ 2)6)

Mr. Thomas, in his Natives of Australia Junt 
objeeta that Henderson gives a long aoco .¡v0 
Baiame, of which ha learnt particulars from a to 
in 1829, three years before the missionaries ca 
those parts. But Lord Avebury observes that or

quote tho passage on which he relies. , ejs-
spoaks very doubtfully, His informant, he of
deavored to explain to us their rude * * * §

Mr. Thomas dees not give the exact te^ ^ } e t e<>v
a; 
s

mythology. We experienced, however, great jo
in comprehending the import of what he ' n"eIi ffher0 
communicate.’ I do not find that Henderson a?J[a 
speaks of Baiame as a Creator or attributes to 1 ̂  jjje 
divine powers, but says that he was ‘ the fath® 
race, and formerly sojourned amongst them. II

Bat, even before the missionaries arrive^’ 
natives had opportunities of picking up ^ Dt p0[t 
ideas, for there was a, British settlement a fto 
Jackson as early as 1788. The truth B0e^B ottg 
that Baiame was a ohief who once lived 
them. Mr. Hartland says that, since 1840,-— .0.

“ his Biblical characteristics, aB reported j^ c9tio13 
sionaries, constantly expanded down to tho Pn j0 th® 
of Mr. Brongh Smythe’s work in 1878, and tba i® 
most recent accounts—those of Mr. Matthew i

* H. W. Bates, The Naturalist on the Amazons (1864). P'jgg-6-
t Lord Avebury, Marriage, Totemism, and Religion, PP'
t Primitive Culture, vol. ii., p. 339. jg2. ,
§ Lord Avebury, Marriage, Totemism, and Religion, P' j Qi-O’
|( Lord Avebury, Marriage, Totemism, and ScUff*011’ 

citing Henderson’s New South Wales, p. 147.
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notis nn m*8®'onary—they have so far disappeared that he 
selvn ’̂’  ̂ said have created the tribesmen thern-

Professor Frazer has dealt %eview (Jaly,
length in an article in the Fortnightly 1 ® o\ hia 
1905)—since included in the thu 
Golden Bough. He points oat that—  Supreme

“ 't is to be observed that the reports of n ^  chiefly 
Beings among the Australian abong t^e parts
from Victoria and New South ^ .al08\ e b^en longest 
of the continent where the natives ^  w0 could
under the influence of the whito . fraud, wo
dedoct from these reports the e\e would be small 
should probably find that the resiuu ,, opinion of 
indeed; aud we might acquiesce . . there
Professor Baldwin Spencer : • I do no . alian native 
is really any direct evidence of any - 0f the
belief in a “ Supreme Being” m our senseword.’ ”

Professor Frazer also cites the testimony c£ r' 
• P- Mana, who says :—

Many persons try to persuade themselves that they 
can detect the existence among theso natives of a trueVfii t.-.! _reh among
«ugion and a knowledge of a Supreme Being; but they 
Iorget that these Blacks are extremely shrewd, so that 
"'ben they perceive the object of the conversation, they 
readily adapt all that they have been taught on this 
eubject to their replies. I  have always found that the 
r'gmarole stories which many of them told me, and 
■which are supposed to reprosent their religious belief, 
Wero founded upon the teachings of missionaries and
others.” t

D'Pr°£es8°r Frazer also narrates the experience of 
lea’ A- W. Howitt, the ethnologist, who, wishing to 

rn 8nm° particulars about a spirit named Brewin, 
two of the moat intelligent natives,

—  ------------ »-—>
am!®80030 particulars about a spirit named Brewin, 
questioned two of the moat intelligent natives,

8 °f whom was a member of the Church oi 
^ ag!ttnd;__

“ itfter consulting together for a few minutes, one 
them said, ‘ We think that he is Jesn.3 Christ.’ When 

mis answer proved unsatisfactory, they laid their heads 
together again, and after mature deliberation declared 
« ‘at he must be the Devil. Which, says Professor 
* 'azer, illustrates the readiness with which the natives 
?dapt their answers to the supposed taste of the 
1Bfluirer, and the little dependence that can conse- 
gently be placed on their statements on this subject.

tfi?11*5 whatever may be the case aa to the coast 
«  * o t  Australia, who have been so long in contact 
0f ‘3 ®Qropeans, there is no doobt as to the absence 

3ê 6i°us ideas among the central tribes Oi 
Qili ralla” Professor Baldwin Spencer and Mr 
Ian00’ wilQ lived with the natives, learned their 
apd U8fl0’ won their confidence, and who witnessed
ii8tenïn«f Part in their most secret practices andtook

Cejjj^00*9^ . and w hose work, The Northern Tribes of 
bloat ^ Ustralia, is nniversally reoognised as the 
8ava„ e aBefal, m inute, and trustw orthy study 
fchia work 0ver °°m piled , declare em phatically

< ^ 8 1  Australian natives, and this is true of the 
th6 f exfeuding from Lake Eyro in the south to 

at Uorfh, and eastward across to the Gulf of 
have no idea whatever of the existence of 

cetta- uPreme Being who is pleased if they follow a 
pl6a ■ 0 °f what we call moral conduct, and dis 
" a o u f  !£ fhey do not do so. They have not the 
actual r *?ea o£ a Porsonal individual other than ao 
aPpr 1V3DS> member of the tribe who approves or dis- 
Wopu68 °£ fheir conduct, so far as anything like what 

R morality is concerned” (p. 491).
P°Werf,Tr° m? n and children are taught to fear 
qetetpg . aPiri t ; but the youth, at the in itiation 
beiag dQ108’ £carc s  for the first tim e “  that such a 
0£ thQ 08 n°b really exist, and is only an invention 

In f Qb eri £°  frighten the wom en and ch ildren .”  
ieligiou8T i arti0,e8 WG con9*der t£ie origin of

W . M a n n .

+ v, rT .1 „  y.hord Aveburyi’0C," S i o f " " 1' “ Notes on the Aborigines of Australia.” 
' the Geographical Society of Australasia (1385), p. 40.

The Fauna and Flora of the British 
Isles__II.

( Concluded from  p. S89 )
Th e  fauna and flora of Scotland, like thos8 of Ireland, 
are of composite origin. In Ireland, in the Hebrides, 
and in Skye a dark-furred field mouse is found which 
is spsoial to these stations within the British Isles, 
and its only other known European habitat is in 
Portugal. This mammal is a relic from ancient 
deys, and, in company with the natterjack toad, 
which is occasionally met with both in Ireland and 
Scotland, it is of southern origin. A weevil, which 
is quite common in Erin, occurs as a rarity in 
England and Sootland; but in order to again 
encounter it, one must travel to the Mediterranean 
region and the Atlantic Islands. Two species of 
woodliee which ooour in Britain reach their northerly 
limit in Caledonia. Again, two species of snails are 
to be included with the southern fauna, and these 
also do not extend fnrther north than Scotland. 
There is a fern which is found in secluded spots in 
Southern Ireland and Wales— the bristle, or Kiilarney 
fern— but we must journey to Spain to again en­
counter this plant, which also thrives in Madeira, 
the Canary Islands, and the Azores, while it is once 
more met with in the W est Indies and South 
America. To once more quote Dr. Soharff;—

“ The thirteen species of liverworts peculiar to the 
British Islands all occur on the West Coast, and all 
have their nearest relations in tropical and sub-tropical 
countries. This seems to show that at some remote 
geological period, when a much milder climate prevailed 
in Northern Europe than at present, they advanced 
northward, and are the last remaining relicts of this 
modified tropical flora.”

Plants and animals of Arctic ancestry are more 
faliy represented in Caledonia than in the Emerald 
Isle. So far as the British area is concerned, the 
ptarmigan is confined to Sootland. It flourishes in 
Scandinavia, and, like the Arctic hare, it reappears 
in the Alps and Pyrenees. The snow bunting, a 
markedly northern bird, does not breed south of the 
Tweed. Sootland possesses several insects of boreal 
origin; the white underwing oocurs in the North of 
Sootland, in Scandinavia, and in the Alps. Two 
dragon flies are confined within our area to Sootland, 
and oue of them is found elsewhere in Norway, the 
Alps, and the mountains of Silesia. Various other 
organisms have a similar distribution.

Many of the vegetable growths of Sootland are 
pronouncedly Arctic in character. Crombie declared 
that the British Alpine flora bore a closer resem­
blance to that of Scandinavia than to that of any 
other country. The Scottish primrose, the rook 
draba, the blue menziesia, are special to Sootland and 
the Scandinavian countries. The dwarf birch and 
the mountain avens, whose remains are so con­
spicuous in many Glacial deposits, are members of 
the same Arabic group. The mountain avens still 
flourishes in the Alp3 and Asiatic highlands, and it 
grows in Ireland, on the Atlantic coast, in a mild 
climate, right down to the level of the sea. But 
whether the aven3 is of Arctic or temperate origin 
seems hard to ascertain, as it grows luxuriantly both 
in an intensely cold and in a quite equable climate.

The Laoustrine deposits of Sootland have given 
up the remains of the Irish giant deer, the moose 
deer, the reindeer, the beaver, and other organisms 
long since in that country extinct, as well as the 
remains of the roedeer, whioh is still to be num­
bered among contemporary Soofctish mammals. This 
group must be regarded as of mixed origin.

Turning to the Germanic element in the Scottish 
fauna, the beaver commands attention. This highly 
intelligent quadruped, of which one species alone 
survives, is still extensively distributed. It is now 
completely extinct in Britain, but it was fairly 
abundant both in England and Scotland down to a 
oouple of thousand years ago. The beaver is trem­
bling on the verge of extinction throughout Western
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Europe, although a few colonies survive in the rivers 
of Germany and Austria, where they are protected 
both by public opinion and the State. In the 
Russian Empire it is still abundant, but as an un- 
domesticated creature it is dsstined to die out in its 
old-world home. That the beaver belongs to the 
Germanic fauna is evidenced by the fact that its 
fossils have never been discovered in Spain, Italy, or 
Ireland.

The absenos of that common British insectívoro, 
the mcde, in Ireland, is signiflaant. Geologically 
speaking, its present distribution is of recent date, 
and, like the beaver, it is of Eastern origin. Its 
contemporary range is instructive. It is native to 
nearly all Asia north of the Himalayas. Neverthe­
less, its habitat is restricted, although it has had 
ample time for dispersal throughout the land masses 
of the Western World. The mole has reached 
Northern Spain, but has migrated no further south 
in the Peninsular. In Italy the mole has now reached 
Lombardy, but is unknown beyond its boundaries. 
In the Scandinavian region it ha3 so far failed to 
establish itself in the extreme north, although it is 
comparatively common in the south and centre. It 
cannot be contended that the climate has checked 
its advance, as the mole easily adapts itseif to tem­
perature and soil. Both the beaver and the mole 
have left their remains in the later Pliocene strata 
of Norfolk. They were therefore living in England 
many thousands of years ago, and although they in­
vaded Scotland, the sea barrier which then divided 
Britain from Ireland prevented their entrance into 
the latter country.

Another Scottish mammal which is absent in 
Ireland is the roedeer. This animal lingered in 
England in the northern counties until quite recently, 
and may still be seen here and there. When the 
English forests were in their glory, the roedeer was 
quite plentiful in our woodland wilds ; but those days 
are departed for ever. The Continental distribution 
of the roedeer ia practically similar to that of the 
two preceding animals. But although its migratory 
powers were extensive, it is entirely unknown in the 
Mediterranean region. Its failure to secure a footing 
in Ireland is to be explained by the insuperable 
obstacle presented by the sea.

The prevalence of newts in Britain, and their 
extreme scarcity in Ireland, despite the Emerald 
Isle’s highly favorable amphibian environment, con­
strains the conclusions to which the before-men­
tioned organisms have led us. The common toad, 
which is almost universally distributed from the 
South of England to the North of Scotland, has 
never been discovered in Ireland, although this 
organism has an extensive range from Gibraltar to 
Japan. Scotland entertains one snake only, the 
viper; but even before the days of the biassed St. 
Patrick, the sister isle refused, as she still refuses, to 
give any hospitality to snakes. A lengthy list of 
spiders, insects, molluscs, and other organisms of 
similar distribution to those already cited might ba 
set forth. Suffice to say that all confirm the eon- 
elusion that the Soottish fauna blends with that 
nf England, and differs materially from that of 
Ireland.

Weighty evidence exists that a land connection 
between the Isl88 of Northern Scotland and Iceland 
united the two countries within geologically recent 
timeB. Gaikie contended that the flora of the Faroes 
and Iceland led to the conclusion that this land 
bridge existed after the Giaoia! Period had passed 
away. Ostenfeld, after a systematic survey of the 
vegetation of the Fajos Islands, came to a similar 
conclusion. The animal inhabitants of Iceland also 
support the view that this island has quite recently 
formed part of the European continent. Iceland 
appears to have been linked with Europe by way of 
the Faross, Shetlands, and Orkneys.

One might surmise that many plants and animals 
may have been disparsad through the aganoy of 
winds, ocean currents, migratory birds, eto. These 
factors are by no means entirely inoperative in 
organic distribution; but the theory advanced seems

much more fully to account for the facts. For in

stance, it has been shown that out of 277 sPecl^ an 
plants growing on the Faros Islands, not more 
ninety-eight are at all likely to have been ea -
there by the winds. ^ e

“ The direction of the ocean enrrents^is 
to the occasional carriage of seeds by water. As ° 
the transport of seeds by birds, it appears - ¡n.
flight of migratory birds across the Faros Isla>n _ 
considerable. The suggestion that birds during 
tion might carry seeds on their wings or feet to

observation. Many
carefully examined

Andersen,
iluS were a.1* 0̂
seeds a<̂ êj’Jfjgen. Dr. Andersen.

.rcely

lands is not confirmed by actual 
thousands of such birds have been 
by Professor Wi'nge and Dr. Knud 
noticed tbat their crops and stomachs 
empty. They never observed any 
the feathers, beaks, or feet of the birds, 
moreover, is of opinion that migratory birds are e 
of any importance as plant disseminators.” ’ ' ^

Although th8 fauna and flora of Britain Pr°PaIjocai 
closely allied, their distribution is related to g 
conditions. The more northerly Scottish 
become rarer as we journey south. The k>r a 
grouse is special to our islands, but it is J,,n Lg. 
variety of the willow grouse of Northern b u ^  
This bird is resident both in Caledonia and Brj^  ̂
ranges in England as far south as Shropshn ■ 
white flowering orohid which is distinctly bore 
charaoter is distributed from Iceland to Sassex- o8 
animals and plants of Arctic type are fairly now 
in England generally, but they are most fully r * 
seated in the northern counties and in Wales. .̂ e

A faunal element which is mainly restricted ' t 
South-West of England startlingly resembles  ̂ ^ 
of Ireland. This Lusitanian series is oomp°3e, ¡ejj 
the lingering organisms of the onoe rich group w 
entered England from South-Western Europe ^  
period when our country was united to Irelau D|J 
links of land. Various plants furnish iliuatra 
of this Iboriaa invasion, while a spider, a centfi ^  
and sundry molluscs are to be numbered amoDg 
animals of this group. „o09.

Organisms of Germanic ancestry are also nume^jjs 
Soma of these have extended to Scotland, 
others have a distinctly southern range. The^ote 
mouse has not yet succeeded in reaching g0l
northerly region, while its present Continental i 0f 
coupled with the circumstance “ that no mem  ̂
the genus to which it belongs has as yet been 0( 
either recent or fossil, outside the limits of L
suggests that the dormice and their 
ail originated on our Continent.”

Very local in England is the sand

allied g0DI
vhil® it

_______________ _ „„„ lizard,
stretches across North-Eastern Europe into v 0“ 
Asia. Four of onr best known fresh-water h3 . o0fc 
not native to Ireland, bat are plentiful tbroug .g. 
the greater part of the European Plain. A a
ingly large percentage of our plants and invert® g®st 
animals are considerably confined to the South-^gg0 
of England. The Continental distribution of j 00 
organisms also indicates their Garmanio orig10, ¡o0s 
stag-beetle, the swallow-tail butterfly, &nd v 0f 
fresh-water and terrestrial mollu303 are mem 
this group. j fife

The facts furnished by contemporary forma {ei 
find substantial support in the remains dm10 flJ.0a 
from the superficial deposits of the Engl1” a0d 
under review. The organio relics from oaVlar,o(j0iJ,i8 
brick-earth include those of various small 1 gar-

organisms sSjls
But bheirlti 0tigb 

have never been discovered in Italy or Spain»

and the saiga antelope. These 
vive in Asia and Eastern Europe, 
have never been discovered in I t a l y ■,pVo3 ~̂ 
their bones ooour in France and Germany ini „laud- 
similar to those that have yielded them in lv ¡?fcoC° 
These mammals doubtless migrated to Eng'5“ ĝeO 
the Continent bsfore the land bridge ba . 
broken. There is another rodent, the ,°Dgiaijd)
this animal does not appear to have reached B batj0e. 
although its remains havs been found in -
The hamster seems to have advanced from 
and then retreated; but there is some 
think that it is again invading the West.

* European Animals, p. 64.

the
reaso°

Fasti»
to
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M other

¡ « £ í « W
group o£ an ¡main, seotni^gly °  ^
igin, lived in England in ° ^ ng7 the8e 

liU0 organisms previously referred t0 ' ive(j  in our 
was the Hon, which appears to have period,
country down to the dawn of the . same
The hippopotamus has left it9 r®“ aV? “ This huge 
deposits whioh contain tho30 of the_ • ^ its
creature wandered as far north as i n ­
existence there certainlv nooma tn n>tinnoas inCQ8r0 oer^in ly  seems to presuppose a con 

and connection with Southern Europe, or*«uu Ol
possibly Africa. „^mitbedlv indi-

Saveral of our native species ies must
genous; at all events, several of Blight*est
b9 of local origin. But this does not m j j  ^ &, Grs
degree invalidate the evidences Continental
having entered onr islands from the ^
Weas previously specified. ^ 3100' ■’ by the 
British fauna and flora have been , bel. lands,
organisms which have wandered fr 0* the
0Ur islands, in return, have been J . ^ly added 
evolution of other species which hav P‘ - innunier- 
*o the wealth of theirs. N a v e r t h e l 0 9 9 ,  the m n u ^  ^  
^ le  plants and animals which bave ^as given,
Britain immensely ° ^ ° n“ e?whelming majority of consequence the o "

rii«'' -
aod in
our pri, ~''“ oc4uence ine overwùeiming majority oí 
soiie Becies ar8 to be regarded as settlers from other

Putting aside the few organisms of indigenous 
olution, we find that a small faunal ana flora. 

„ aP came to us from North America along an 
S?01®nt land bridge which stretched across the 
^orthern Atlantic to Europe. A  more important 
!®tles of organisms of boreal and Alpine character 

derived partly from Scandinavia and partly 
rp0tn bho mountainous areas of Continental Europe 
, r  Bnsitanian enecies arrived from Srmin. while the
batmanic species arrived from Spain, while the 
¡¡Drone “ Sr°up invaded Britain from Eastern 

The ¿ ° r B°as‘Bly from Asia, 
the 0]jBanish or South-Western element is probably 
^°Qbted! ’  a^bough the American group is un- 
ftud j a*y very ancient. These migrations of flora 
but CQUna W9re not the events of a few centuries, 
orgaQj ,ere^ immense periods of tim9. The incoming 
the lalj18 63bablished themselves in our islands when 
large a d atood much higher than at present, and 
bave ¡Qf8as ,°  ̂ bhe former continents are now, and 
sea, sinee been, subjected to the sway of the

flora n ^ c*us*on» it becomes obvious that the chief 
Pre.pi âuna ° f  Great Britain and Ireland are of 
fi lia l013' and, although countless plants and
8QfQ0iQs J^rished during the mournful Ice Age, a 
W  ^  number survived in warmer retreats to 
to jjg .su the country when the glacial wave retreated 
Sota ar Bome. The persistence of the southern 

*atma through all the Glaoial Epooh cannot 
tbe Lq “f  be acoounted for. Another reason why 
^i&nd •aa*an group is still so richly represented in 
these B 18 ^bat the climate is mild and damp; and 
8trDp„iOutb0rn organisms have also been spared tbe 
0atue j 6 with the hardier Germanio stocks which 
With t’ °  ^ r*tain while that island was still united 
Mfcer j Qe. Continent, a connection which continued 

e*and had hnon <annn.rn.i-,ed frnm no hv the «on.had been separated from us by the sea.
T. F. P a l m e e .

i8 attent ’ ^ ° y  acknowledge that the providence of
T6 tletilecr'ivUlVe to human concerns. Why, therefore, does 
¡S b^aus l . whole world, of which we are a part ? If it 
,̂*t lavsrf ,be is not at leisure to look to it, neither therefore"Wk f “ <*6 leisure íu iuujì tu ili, ueibuer lutjrwuro

^ by ajSo ‘ M him to survey that which is inferior and us.
bich i8 ’ ,Vi len he surveys us, does he not behold that 
® ^ t a ip 'T nal ’ an  ̂ thus look to the world in which we 

1tnal ¡nea  ̂ But if he does not look to that which is 
Ul be beh J?3“  that he may not see the world, neither 

° d us.—Plotinus, “ Against the Gnostics.”

*,bevC1.bavQ hope from theologians, to whatever school 
«,ven 0v^ belong. They and all belonging to them are 

‘kb a r to their own dreams, and they cling to them 
TotDehP488'011 proportionate to the weakness of their 

-d. Proude.

'

T h a  In q u iry .

(After Chap.les Mackay.)
Tell me, thou sun, great source of life and light,
Of all man’s faiths, hopes, fancies, which is right ? 
The sun, unceasing in his steady glow,
In yon far sphere, responds—I do not know.

Tell me, thou wind, that blowing since the prime 
In ether chaos cosmos formal time,
The winds of doctrine that do round me blow,
Which is the true, oh, wind ?—I do not know.

Tell rue, thou gentlest moon, of sage and serious face, 
Sorely the record thou so far canst trace ?
The silver moon, effulgent, stately, slow,
Sad heaven ascending, aaith— I do not know.

Tell me, thou sea (whose tides the moon obey),
Tell me, majestic ocean—hush thy play—
Canst thou the riddle solve ? In ebb and flow 
The solemn sea replies—I do not know.

Tell me, ye clouds that o’er the azure pass,
And leave no stain on heavan’s eternal glass ;
Ye immemorial vapors, e’er ye go,
Pray tell ns—ah, it rains 1—I do not know.

Then to the faculties the question I 
At length preferred, the everlasting “ Why ?”
Love grieved, faith shrunk, hopa whispered soft and 
Reason arose and answered—This we know: [low,

The best is onrs if we will take the best;
And let old dumb Oblivion take the rest:
Nor petulant and pessimistic go,
Know what you can—and value what you know.

Andrew Millar.

What wonder if yon torn and naked throng 
Should doubt a Heaven that seems to wink and nod, 
And having moaned at noontide, “  Lord, how long? ” 
Should cry “ Where hidest thou ? ” at eveniall;
At midnight, “ Is He deaf and blind, our God ? ”
And ero day dawn, “ Is Ho indeed at all? ”

— William Watson.

Obituary.

We deeply regret to record the sudden death of Mr. 
Wilhelm Hecht, of Edmonton, who passed away quietly iu 
his sleep, early last Sunday morning, at the age of 73. We 
tender onr deepest sympathy to Mrs. Hecht and to their 
son, John, who is well-known not only as an energetic 
member of tho Edmonton Branch, but to our London 
Branches generally, as one of the most earnest and devoted 
workers and speakers for the Freethought cause. A simple 
but impressive funeral oration was delivered at the grave­
side by Mr. J. T. Lloyd, Tributes of sympathy and respect 
in the shape of some beautiful flowers were sent by friends. 
One remarkably large and exquisite bunch of freshly 
gathered roses, from the members of tha Edmonton Branch, 
having carried its silent message of sympathy to the 
mourners, was sent to the Winchmore Convalescent Home, 
so that its fragrance should bring pleasure to the inmates, 
rather than be wasted on a grave. Upwards of 40 local 
Secularists were present, the General Secretary, Miss 
Vance, and Bliss Stanley, V.-P., representing the N. S. S.— 
E. M. V. _____________ _____________________

Our cause has also lost an ardent worker in the person of 
Ernest Leaver, who died at the early age of 28, on June 14, 
the cause of death being cancer. The deceased was a con­
stant reader of the Freethinker, and unsparing in his work 
for Freethought. His desire that a Secular Burial Service 
should be read at his graveside was carried out by Mr. 
Nelson King, of Ilkeston, at his native town of Bridlington, 
Yorks.— E. M, V.
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SU N D AY LECTU RE NOTICES, Eto.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday 
and be marked “  Lecture Notice ” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
I neoob.

K ingsuind B ranch N. S. S. (Mr. Miller’s, 8 Matthias-road, 
Stoke Newington): Monday, June 29, at 8.30, Business Meeting 
—To receive Delegates’ report, etc.

OUTDOO*.
B kthnal G rkf.n B ranch N . S . 8 . (Victoria P ark , near tbe 

Bandstand): Howell Smith, B.A., 3.15, “  Atheism and Modern 
Thoaght” ; 6 15, “  Christianity and Buddhism.”

Cambrrweli. B ranch N. B. S. (Brockwell Park) : 6, Mr. Hope, 
a Lecture.

E dmonton B ranch N. 8 . S. (Edmonton Green) : 7.30, Mr. 
Marshall, a Lecture.

K ingshand B ranch N. S. 8 . (corner of Bidley-road) : 11.30, 
J. W. Marshall, “ The Christian Life” ; 7.30, Miss Rough, 
“  Glorious Immortality.”

N orth L ondon B ranch N. 8 . 8 . (Finsbury Park) : 11.30, Mr. 
Hecht, a Lecture. Parliament Hill : 3.30, Mr. Kowney, a Lecture. 
Itegent’s Park (near the Fountain) : 3 30, Mr. Davidson, a Lecture.

W est H am B ranch N. B. 8 . (outside Maryland Point Station, 
Stratford, E.) : 7, E. Burke, “  Luther and the Reformation.”

COUNTRY.
St. Heusns Branch N. S. 8 . (Carr Mill Bridge): Saturday, 

June 27, at 7.30, J. Hutton, a Lecture.

LATEST N. S. S. BADGE.—A single Pansy 
flower, size as shown ; artistic and neat design 
in enamel and silver ; permanent in color; has 
been the means of making many pleasant 
introductions. Brooch or Stud fastening, 6d. 
Scarf-pin, 8d. Postage in Great Britain Id. 
Small reduction on not less than one dozen. 
Exceptional value.—From Miss E. M. V ance, 

General Secretary, N. B. S., 2 Newcastle-street, London, E.G.

THE LATE
CHARLES BRIDLAÜGH, M.P.

A  Statuette Bust,
Modelled by Burvill in 1881. An excellent, likeness of the great 
Freethinker. Highly approved of by his daughter and intimate 

colleagues. Size, ins. by 8f  ins. by 4J ins.
Plaster (Ivory Finish) ... ... 3/-

Extra by post (British Isles) : One Bust, 1/- ; two, 1/G.

The Pioneer Press 2 Newcastle-street. E .C .; or,
Mias E. M. Vance, Secretary, N. S. S.

All Profits to be devoted to the N. S. S. Benevolent Fund.

June 28,
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FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT, Jf78- 

CONTINUED BY E. M. MACDONALD, 18W‘ EDrIo*- 
G. E. MACDONALD ... ... -  "A„«tribOW*’
L. K. WASHBURN ... ... ... Editorial com

S ubscription B ates. 00
Single subscription in advance — — 5,00
Two new subscribers ... — —* 1 qO
One subscription two years in advance — nnum e*tr8 

To all foreign countries, except Mexico, 50 C9nts par p- r8te of 
Subscriptions for any length of time under a year, a-

25 cents per month, may be begun at any t,rE ^  copieh 
Freethinkers everywhere are invited to tend for sped« 

which are free.
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY,

Publishers, Dealers in Freethought Books. tt g.A.
63 Vksex Street, 1oK '

D e te rm in ism  or Free W ill?
By C. COHEXff.

Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.

A clear and able exposition o f the subject in 
the only adequate light—the light of evolutic,n'

CONTENTS.
I. The Question Stated.—II. “  Freedom ”  and “  e(ei
Consciousness, Deliberation, and Choice.—IV. Soff10 ,, Jri 
Consequences of Determinism.—V. Professor Jam00 0 
Dilemma of Determinism.”—VI. The Nature and Imp ^   ̂
of Responsibility.—VII. Determinism and Character.--  

Problem in Determinism.—IS. Environment.

P R IC E  O N E S H IL L IN G  N® ’
(P o st a g e  2d.)

T he P ione» «  Press, 2 Nowcastie-ssrest, Farringdou-i

T H E  S E C U L A R  S O C I E T Y
(LIMITED)

Compariy Limited by Guarantee.
Registered Office— 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, E.O,

Chairman o f  Board of Directors—Mr. G. W. FOOTE,

Secretary—Miss K. M. VANCE.

This Society was formed in 1898 to afford legal security to the 
acquisition and application of funds for Secular purposes.

The Memorandum of Association sets forth that the Society's 
Objects are :—To promote the principle that human conduct 
should be based upon natural knowledge, and not upon super­
natural belief, and that human welfare in this world is the proper 
end of all thought and o.ction. To promote freedom of inquiry. 
To promote universal Secular Education. To promote tho com­
plete secularisation of the State, etci, eto. And to do all such 
lawful things as are oonducive to such objects. Also to have, 
hold, receive, and retain any sums of money paid, given, devised, 
or bequeathed by any person, and to employ tho same for any of 
tho purposes of the Society.

The liability of members is limited to £1, in ease the Society 
should ever be wound up and the assets were insufficient to cover 
liabilities—a most unlikely contingency.

Members pay an entrance fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent 
yearly subscription of five shillings.

Tho Society has a considerable number of members, hut a much 
larger number is desirable, and it is hoped that some will he 
gained amongst those who read this announcement. All who join 
it participate in the control of its business and the trusteeship of 
its resources. It is expressly provided in the Articles of Associa­
tion that no member, as such, shall derive any sort of profit from 
th- Society, either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in 
any way whatever.

The Sooiety's affairs are managed by an elected Board of 
Directors, consisting of not leas than five and not more than 
twelve members, one-third of whom retire by ballot) each year,

-------  , oí
but are capable of re-election. An Annuo! General t) el® 
members must be held in London, to receive the K t ari®6‘^ 
—iw Directors, and transact any other business that ®

Being a duly registered body, the Secular S°c , £ ’ oeC°r 1,0.1---xs---- —a v------ x- —*xu ".bsolu"®can receive donations and bequests with a—-., , 
Those who are in a position to do so are invite 
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society’sns, or 10 insert a Dequest 111 11m nuuio.j - „nteb6 tot® 
wills. On this point there need not be the slightest «Pr eieOn ‘

m tb°ir 
**«*.£*
The otIt is quite impossible to set, aside suoh bequests. .•LUJ>„  Boflr®e j 

have no option but to pay them over in the ordintt /  jais0®. „9 
administration. No objection of any kind has fje0agCiety p 
connection with any of the wills by whioh the B ^
already been benefited,

The Society’s solicitors are Messrs. Harper and l> 
Rood-lane, Fenobnroh-street, London, E.C. iof& o'

A Form of Bequest.—The following is a give
bequest for insertion in the wills of t e s t a t o r s _ 0f f, . 
“  bequeath to the Secular Society, Limited, the 0® gig«®, ,« 
“  free from Legacy Duty, aud I direct that a r®°.8'?hfl 0e0re ,1,0
** f,wn moml-tAra f.Ti« Tttmrrl r»f tVm nairl RnoiotV A*1® . tOf *mtof01 two members of the Board of the said Society 

1 thereof shall be a good discharge to my Bxed 
1 said Logacy.”
Friends of the Society who have romembered it *Igeoret'ftt̂ pj|l 

or who intend to do so, should formally notify v1® wb° .
tb^ri'ef

or wno intend to do so, Biionia iormaiiy nouij *- 
the fact, or send a privaia intimation to the Chair® ' eCefl99 rj 
(if desired) treat it as strictly confidential. This is 08 ¡gi»id. ® 
but it 1b advisable, as wills sometimes get lost cr ..¡¡gouR  
their contents have to be established by compete11*' *
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anTtt*18® Büches
Principles and Objects.

and
interfifow led,ge.

that conduct should bo based on reason 
It knows nothing of divine guidance or* u u y p j.p  w  ~ ~  « U U V Y D  JU .W JJ.JU U g  VJL U J V J U O  g U i\ J a - J J V J O  O J.

te°arda l ^ 0 excludes supernatural hopes and fears ; it 
moral „uî P ;ness as man’s proper aim, and utility as his

Libett̂ arî r? a® rms tliat Progress is only possible through 
Seeks to W llc ‘̂ 38 at once a right and a duty ; and therefore 
thorjfji.e rQ®0V0 every barrier to the fullest equal freedom of 

Seoul aC '10U’ and speech.
as suneQri/ v  deciare8 that theology is condemned by reason 
sssailg i* , 1 ,and by experience as mischievous, and

Seoul aS ^le bistorio enemy of Progress, 
spread jmcordingly seeks to dispel superstition; to
^oralit -̂ f°â °n ’ *° disestablish religion ; to rationalise 
material ’ to,,Pro.ra°te Pea0Q i to dignify labor ; to extend 
the Poopl^eb‘being ; and to realise the self-government of

. ^ e m b c r s M p . .
. nJ person is eligible as a member on signing t 

owing declaration:—  a . , __g j
1 desire to join the National Secular Society, ana I

® edge myseif. i{ admitted as a member, to oo-oporate 
Promoting its objects.”

Name.........

FREETHOUGHT PUBLICATIONS.

L ib e r t y  a n d  N e c e s s it y . An argument against 
Free Will and in favor of Moral Causation. By David 
Hume. 32 pages, price 2d., postage Id.

T h e  M o r t a l it y  o f  t h e  So u l . B y  D avid H um e. 
With an introduction by G. W. Foote. 16 pages, price Id.,
postage id.

An  E s sa y  on Su ic id e . By David Hume. With  
an Historical and Critical Introduction by G. W. Foote,
price Id., postage id .

F ro m  Ch r is t ia n  P u l p it  to  Se c u l a r  P l a t f o r m . 
By J. T. Lloyd. A History of his Mental Development. 
60 pages, price Id., postage Id.

T h e  M a r t y r d o m  o f  H y p a t ia . By M. M. Manga-
sarian (Chicago). 16 pages, price Id., postage id .

T h e  W isd o m  o f  t h e  A n c ie n t s . By Lord Bacon.
A beautiful and suggestive composition. 86 pages, reduced 
from Is. to 3d., postage Id.

A  R e f u t a t io n  o f  D e is m . By Percy Bysshe 
Shelley. With an Intrtduction by G. W. Foote. 32 pages, 
price Id., postage id .

L i f e , D e a t h , a n d  I m m o r t a l it y . By Percy Bysshe 
Shelley. 16 pages, price Id., postage id .

Address......
0 o«ttp«f}0n

other Free-
:>r the maintenance and pi

c°nditiorT °P’ n'ons 0E matters of religion, on the same 
°rsav,i„.r|? as apply to Christian or Theistic churches or

rs ^ )at6i i%i*.............day o f ...............................IPO.
^‘th'a ^f°^arati°n should he transmitted to the Secretary
* ^ J !BDbscïi P«*®.

m6tt,j3eyo?d a minimum of Two Shillings per year, every 
own subscription according to 

aEs and interest in the cause,

Thai ..J^ediaie Pracfïsai Objects.
bought ^ ’ “jmation of Bequests to Secular or other Free- 
befierodox00*0-^?8' *or *bo maintenance and propagation of 

‘ditioug Mji t
^isations.

A®ligh)if̂ b̂olition of the Blasphemy Laws, in order that 
out fe& be canvassed as freely as other subjects, with- 

The ])■ “ ne or imprisonment.
*^Urcbn l?6s*ablishmen4 and Disendowment of the State 
• Ike i f  If . ,? nS'and, Scotland, and Wales.
I0 Soho | !‘ ’ou °i all Religious Teaching and Bible Reading 
«y the St at 0* °*bci educational establishments supported

C*lildreu ïeni ng oi aH endowed educational institutions to the 
The Aiand yonth of all classes alike, 

of Sm,q r°Sation of all laws interfering with the free use 
8,lt>day  ̂ . Obe purpose of culture and recreation ; and the
a&d Arj ° f ? °n S  of State and Municipal Muséums, Libraries, 

* Elleries.lief,
®IUai j u « t * oi tQe Marriage Laws, especially to secure 
Rild faoi,.. e mr husband and wife, and a reasonable liberty 

f  divorce.
"bat an right a**°n 8̂ ns °* men and women, so
, ïke prnf 18 ,may be independent of sexual distinctions, 

the i on. ° f children from all forms of violenoe, tand
^ ° 86 wb° would make a profit out of their

!0sterin̂ 0 '̂'*on of all hereditary distinotions and privileges, 
#l°therg0o5 8P*r‘ t antagonistic to justice and human 
j. ■Ihe 4̂  ‘
¡„’®°ns 0{ ?r?Vement by all just and wise means of the eon- 

nauy lije jor the masses of the people, especially
Ü f - Rrjrl ---- -----------  ----* ---- « 1 r ----  Jna cities, where insanitary and incommodious 

aud the want of open spaoes, oause physical

• 1 w. NUO JlJgUU and duty of Labor to organise
8 moral and economical advancement, and of its

. T'ho'p8 and diseas.', and the deterioration of family life, 
"¡«elf for u 0t?on oi the right j ~ "
C , m to ) j? J310111! and econom 

The on?Sa' protection in such combinations.
I eUfc ¡n stitution of the idea of Reform for that of Punish- 
hm86? bo ui! .  treatment of criminals, so that gaols may no 
,.Qt Places  ̂ f 68 brutalisation, or even of more detention, 

1oSq ^ho Physical, intellectual, and moral elevation for 
,, Aq « 0  afidiotod with anti-sooial tendencies. 
h®m hnrj;ieasion of the moral law to animals, so as to secure 

t ,fhe hr atls ^oatment and legal protection against cruelty, 
b . 0 of ¿In°*'*ori of Peace between nations, and the substi- 
*t'onaj bitration for War in the settlement of inter- 

U,sputes,

F o o t s t e p s  o f  t h e  P a s t . Essays on Human 
Evolution. By J. M. Wheeler. A Very Valuable Work.
192 pages, price Is., postage 2£d.

B ib l e  St u d ie s  a n d  P h a l l ic  W o r s h ip . By J. M. 
Wheeler. 136 pages, price Is. 6d., postage 2d.

U t il it a r ia n is m . By Jeremy Bsnfcbam. An Impor­
tant Work. 32 pages, price Id., postage id.

T h e  Ch u r c h  Ca t e c h is m  E x a m in e d . By Jeremy 
Bentham. With a Biogrophical Introduction by J. M. 
Wheeler. A Drastic Work by the great man who, as 
Macaulay said, " found Jurisprudence a gibberish and left 
it a Science.”  72 pages, price (reduced from Is.) 3d, 
postage Id.

T h e  E sse n c e  of  R e l ig io n . Bv Ludwig Feuerbach.
“  All theology is anthropology.”  Büchner said that “  no 
one has demonstrated and explained the purely human 
origin of the idea of God better than Ludwig Feuerbach.” 
78 pages, price 6d, postage Id.

T h e  Co d e  o f  N a t u r e . By Denis Diderot. Power­
ful and eloquent. 16 pages, price Id., postage id .

L e t t e r s  o f  a  Ch in a m a n  on  t h e  M is c h ie f  of
Missionaries. 16 pages, price Id., postage id .

B io g r a p h ic a l  D ic t io n a r y  o f  F r e e t h in k e r s —
Of All Ages and Nations. By Joseph Mazzini Wheeler, 
355 pages, price (reduced from 7s. 6d.) 3s., postage 4d.

A  P h il o s o p h ic a l  I n q u ir y  Co n c e r n in g  H um an  
L iberty. By Anthony Collins. With Preface and Anno­
tations by G. W. Foote and Biographical Introduction by 
J. M. Wheeler. One of the strongest defences of Deter­
minism ever written. Cloth, I s . ; paper, 6d., post Id.

PAMPHLETS BY C. COHEN.

A n  O u t l in e  o f  E v o l u t io n a r y  E t h ic s . P rice 6d.,
postage Id.

So c ia l is m , At h e is m , a n d  Ch r is t ia n it y . P rice Id., 
postage id .

Ch r is t ia n it y  a n d  So c ia l  E t h ic s . P rice id .,
postage id.

P a in  a n d  P r o v id e n c e . P rice id ., postage £d.
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THE BIBLE HANDBOOK
FOR FREETHINKERS AND ENQUIRING CHRISTIANS.

BY

G. W. FOOTE and W. P. BALL.

N E W  A N D  C H E A P E R  E D I T I O N
Issued by the S e cu la r Society, Ltd.

W E L L  P R IN T E D  ON GO O D PA PER  AND W E L L  BOUND.

in Paper Covers, SIXPENCE—Net.
(P o st a g e  l|d.)

In Cloth Covers, ONE SHILLING—Net.
(P o st a g e  2 d.)

©HE OF THE MOST USEFUL BOOKS EVER PUBLISHED.
INVALUABLE TO FREETHINKERS ANSWERING CHRXSTXA^

TH E PIONEER PRESS, 2 N E W C A ST LE  STR EET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E‘C'

—     r̂—    ' . —■■   ....................■- ................ ... ■ ■■■■-.,—    -

P I O N E E R  P A M P H L E T S .
Now being issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.

No. I__BIBLE AND BEER. By G. W. Foote.
FORTY PAGES— ONE PENNY

Postage: single copy, £ d .; 6 copies, l| d .; 18 oopies, 3d .; 26 copies, 4d. (parcel past).

No. II__DEITY AND DESIGN. By C. Cohen.
(A Reply to Dr. Alfred Russel Wallace.)

TH IR TY-TW O  PAGES— ONE PE N N Y.

Postage: Single copy, | d .; 6 oopies, IJ d .; 18 oopies, 2Jd.; 26 oopies, 41. (parcel post)-

No. III.—MISTAKES OF MOSES. By Colonel Ingersoll.
TH IR TY-TW O  PAGES— ONE PENNY.

Postage: Single copy, $d.; 6 copies, l^ d .; 13 copies, 2Jd.; 23 oopia3, 4d. (parcel P03*3)'

IN  PREPARATION.

No. IV__CHRISTIANITY AND PROGRESS. By G W. Foote.

No. V .-M O D ERN  MATERIALISM. By W. Mann.

Special Terms for Quantities for Free Distribution or to AdYattce£̂
Societies.
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