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The strength of a man's virtues must not he measured 
y his occasional efforts, but by his ordinary life.

— PASCAL.

The Savage in Our Midst.

sized ° ^ er dfty the Daily Telegraph devoted a fair- 
met,e^ raSraph to what it evidently considered an 

,nS> if not an important, item of news. One 
lost h P ayers iQ the Ladies’ Golf Championship had 
8he pCr inaaoot) a model of a little black pig, which 
deSotĵ rrl̂ d tor luck. And the writer went on to 
les8 ek'?f i°W *ady> iQ consequence, played much 
one no fn ^  ^ an  was ^er custom. That, of coarse, 
po8e„ ? W0il believe. If she believed that the 
^°uld81°n °tiarm brought her “ luck,” its loss
Woqjj e° 8nre a oertain loss of nerve. That everyone 
v̂ouij a^m}t, and I have no doubt the lady herself 

it. mif m*t that this was all there was to say about 
bat n v.6 P?Wer °f “ fa ith” is not a religious truth,

¿^Psychological one.
“ CQa8cof are no  ̂ *n babifc of carrying
0Qncent'3 °r wear*cS charms have generally little 
the paati'i13 vo8’ae these things have. Daring
fourl , two or three weeks I have marked three or 
o®0rin2 T,ertisements in widely circulated papers, 
adverti« ior 8ade maacots of various kinds, and one 
tbeir’a ~.erDen*i assures possible purchasers that 
r̂°Qghtlfl 8enn*ne Eastern article whioh has

W°rtf  . Uê  to so many of its wearers, and is being 
latter J  ^e° ^ e *n the highest ranks of society. The 
paiut of6 C-an we^ believe. From an anthropological 
oiroigg V!ew> those who move in the higher social 
stratum ^  ''U8̂i as Pr D̂0*tive as those in a lower
°bserve ’ and their beliefs equally crude. Again, one 
"teddvf, °n , ^ e tront of motor-cars miniature 
exert  ̂ bears ” or other articles that are supposed to 
pha,rm8ome influence in seouring good fortune.

thrj h 8,16 Carried about on the person, or hung up 
their ] U8e> and a real concern is often shown at 
QQluckv dS" >̂eoPle still talk about their lucky or 
°redited da^8’ while houses, years, or numbers are still 
althoQ , w.lth a baleful or favorable influence; and 
d’8°Wn a ln vast majority of oases, there will be 
thingg e<l any real faith in the efficacy of these 
often n t00h’ vogue bears evidence to a huge, and 
*11 curr ̂8D8P0cted, mass of primitive superstition

tiofp* le0ture on The Scope of Social Anthropology, 
,?Jr Frazer well says

evenU civilised society moat educated people are not
ig0 awaro of the extent to which.......relics of savage
qmrj acce survive at their doors...... Systematic in-
espe 68 0arried on among the less educated classes, and 
thg a y. arQong the peasantry, of Europe have revealed 
the 8t°nishing, nay, alarming, trnth that a mass, if not 
livin alorflyi °f people in every civilised country is still 
the ® ln a state of intellectual savagery ; that, in fact, 
mi surface of cultured society is sapped and
l®d tv, by snPerstition. Only those whose studies have 
depi, 0ra to investigate the subject are aware of the 
it w , which the ground beneath our feet is thus as 
be st 6 .̂0Qe.yc°mbed by unseen forces. We appear to 
break**3 on a volcano, which may at any moment 
ti0ll °U* *n Bm°ke and fire to spread ruin and devasta­
t e  aiuong the gardens and palaces of ancient cul- 
geiler^.rou8bt so laboriously by the hands of many

Dr. Frazer had in mind, in writing the above, the 
more glaring examples of savage survivals, such as 
are found among the peasantry of Europe, but his 
observations apply to a much more extensive area. 
It applies to the “ educated ” classes as well as 
non-educated. The superstitions may not be as gross 
in the one case as in the other, but they are there; 
and, being there, form part of the “ intellectual ” 
savagery to which Professor Frazer refers. In the 
West End of London there are hundreds, perhaps 
thousands, of fortune-tellers and professional “ occul­
tists.” Their clientele is not made up of uneducated, 
but of educated people. Education does not always 
protect a man against superstition; often, it only 
provides him with specious excuses for its existence 
and its exeroise. In the case of the savage or un­
educated person, we see the superstition, so to 
speak, in the raw. In the case of the educated 
man, we have it glossed over with a number of 
scientific and philosophical terms. But it is the 
same thing at bottom. There is no vital distinction 
between the savage offering prayers to the tribal 
ghosts and the modern believer praying to bis 
magnified, but still anthropomorphic, Deity. It is 
less brutal to hold a thanksgiving service after a 
successful war than to butcher one’s prisoners in 
order to please a God who has delivered them into 
one’s hands, but the mind that is capable of the 
one will be capable of the other, given a different 
social environment. The one who believes that a 
man is “ divinely called ” to officiate as a minister of 
religion is only perpetuating in a changed form the 
primitive belief that the tribal god enters and takes 
possession of the medicine-man in order to express 
his will. Taking the sacrament is just as much a 
savage oustom as the primitiue practice of god­
eating. All these religious rites and ceremonies 
upon which so many dwell are as much evidence of 
the persistence of intellectual savagery as is the 
purchase of a charm to scare away a disease, or the 
wearing of a “ mascot ” to bring good luck. Animism 
may be expressed in scientific terms, just as a savage 
may wear clothes made by a West End tailor. But 
the language no more robs the idea of its animistic 
character than the mere wearing of clothes converts 
a savage into a civilised person.

Most people, when they come across accounts of 
admittedly superstitious customs or of savage sur­
vivals in our midst, smile pityingly, and then dismiss 
the subject from their minds. But the matter is of 
a far graver import than such people think. It is, 
from one point of view, amusing that a lady should 
be unable to play golf with her usual skill because 
she had lost a oharm in the shape of a little black 
pig. From another point of view, and bearing in 
mind how widespread is the superstition, and noting 
also its connection with kindred superstitions, it 
is symptomatic of one of the dangers that front 
modern civilisation. Professor Frazer, in the lecture 
from which I have already quoted, says that “ the 
community is really dominated by the will of an 
enlightened minority,” and that “ the higher human 
intelligence sways the lower, just as the intelligence 
of man gives him the mastery over the brutes.” In 
a general way this is, I suppose, true. But the in­
telligence that sways a society need not be either 
“ higher ” or “ enlightened ” in a cultural sense. It 
needs only be strong, and strongly direoted towards
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a clearly perceived end. I do nob think anyone will 
olaim that the intelligence of the early Christians 
was higher or more enlightened than that of the 
writers and leaders of Pagan Roman society. The 
reverse of this was demonstrably the case. Bab 
Christianity eventually dominated that community, 
and brought Roman civilisation to ruin. And its 
success was mainly due to energetic but unen­
lightened intellects appealing for support to a mass 
of superstition current in Pagan society.

What has oeourred once may occur again. Culture 
is wider, perhaps, to-day than in the days of the old 
Pagan Empire, and it is based on a more solid 
foundation of fact; but its greatest danger now, as 
then, comes from the presence in our midst of wide­
spread superstition, to which the reactionist may at 
any time make a successful appeal. On a small 
scale this appeal is being constantly made, and with 
some amount of success. Local agitations may still 
be worked up in favor of a Sabbatarianism that is a 
living illustration of the survival of the savage prin­
ciple of taboo. People may still be imprisoned for 
blasphemy; and a vast number of our fellow- 
countrymen still seriously believe that the nation 
would go to the dogs without an Established Church. 
And one can conceive—even though it is not imme­
diately probable—a conjunction of circumstances 
that would induce a body of men like the clergy, 
whose influence is threatened by the advance of 
civilisation, making a final appeal to that floating 
mass of superstition that exists around us. Whether 
the appeal would be successful or not is another 
question ; but the possibility of its being made is 
always with us, and while that is the case civilisation 
is indeed “ standing on a volcano.” Fortunately, the 
diversified character of modern culture has had the 
effect of withdrawing strong minds from the Churches 
to sneh an extent that its power for evil has been 
seriously curtailed. But the possibility of having at 
command, by means of an appeal to their ingrained 
superstitions, a vast mass of human material is one 
that may at any time appeal to one or more strong 
men greedy of power and unscrupulous as to the 
method by which they acquire it.

The pig-wearing golf-playing lady may, therefore, 
stand as symptomatic of an aspect of onr civilisation 
that will not be without its significance to those who 
bear in mind the nature of the causes that determine 
social change. For whether its consequences be 
cataclysmic or not, some consequence all this survival 
of primitive superstition must have. You cannot 
have hundreds of thousands of people believing in 
luck and charms and magioal formulae, believing in 
angels and devils, and ever greedy after the super­
natural—if only in the dilated form of “ occult 
science ” (whatever that may be)—without there 
being induoed a more or less unsound conception of 
social life. By such minds scientific formulse are 
acoepted, but they are not assimilated. They become 
no organic part of the mental life. This type of 
mind becomes, too, a vast reservoir on which the 
reactionist will be always able to draw, and on which 
he is constantly drawing. It is the one real danger 
that threatens modern civilisation. So far as one 
can judge, ancient civilisations perished because 
they were overrun by a people of less culture. This 
was the danger that was ever before the rulers of 
old Rome, and against which they were constantly 
battling. But they overlooked the danger within, 
and in time that oversight proved fatal. So it is 
with ourselves. We are not to day threatened by 
any barbarian invasion. We cannot be overrun by 
savages from without. We have a thousand-and-one 
safeguards against that. It is the savage in our 
midst that constitutes the danger, and how to 
civilise him is the great problem of the future.

C. Cohen.

Guessing is only fertile in proportion to the fertility of the 
experience it reproduces. If a man knows little, he can 
infer little.—Qeorge Henry Lewes,

MAY 24, I91*

Notes on Some May Meetings.

St r a n g e  admissions are being made just now byjjb® 
leaders of various religious denominations. . 
Rev. Joseph Hooking, preaching at Burton-on-  ̂
a few Sundays ago, stated that “ the major) 
people are living in practical forgetfulness 0 /
which is evidenced in the general neglect of P b 
worship, of prayer, of the religions ssx'vioes w 
nourish the life of the soul.” He also said 
“ Sunday, as a Christian Sabbath, seems to 
passing away.” We all know how entirely 
those admissions are, but although be made 
quite frankly, Mr. Hocking very inconsistently ^ 
tended that the Gospel cannot be treated lightly- 
it possible to forget God and neglect public wor-- 
without treating the Gospel lightly ? Can P8°P (. 
turn the Christian Sabbath into a holiday 
showing disrespect for the message of the pali' j 
The fact is that the Gospel not only can ba» 
actually is, treated with exceeding levity by an 0 
whelming majority of the people of this island- jDg 
also admitted, not merely that the Church is “ 00i 
gradually shorn of its influence, but that the G° Y 
is losing its hold of the Church. A writer m 
Christian Commonwealth for May 18, tells us tha 
supremacy of Jesus Christ in his own House i® b 
at stake, which is equivalent to saying that the ^  
has deteriorated in quality. A layman, speaking  ̂
the subject of Religion and Business at the re b0 
Presbyterian Synod, expressed the opinion a„4 
people most difficult to manage arc ohurcbgo0rS , ̂  
teetotalers. Principal Selbie, in his address from 
Chair of the Congregational Union, deplore“  ̂
deadness of the Church, declaring that what .
naoiioi wad “ a. now nonno nf flhrist’S heftO „

teetotalers. Principal Selbie, in his address from
- — - - lored

ffiat
needed was “ a new sense of Christ’s k0a^n0ff 
and of the reality of his presence, as well as a 
idea of the Church and of their own responsible y 
and for it.” b0g0

Now, the curious thing is that, in spite oi 
grave admissions, some speakers at the May Me® ^  
maintained that Christ is the King of the w°r • £0tj- 
that the body of which he is the head rule3 Cbri0 j 
dom. Principal Forsyth, for example, asserted , 
the Church is the mother of modern Europe»  ̂
that historically the attitude of nation to Cb 
was filial piety. Take the following extract:

“ The Church in its Calvinist, Paritan, and Inf^  It 
dent forms was the mother of modern civil liberty-^  ̂
was in a Church issue and a Church crisis in »“i ^e
that modern democracy arose. And its worst pe*1 |i,
those that arise, not from being a son of the C 09 
but her prodigal. The Free Churches, as the ê°^agfl 
of Puritanism, saved the nation when the "n̂ r0og 
Church, which had so greatly blessed it, took a 
path, and could save it in that crisis no more. be9 
Catholic Church created Eugland, the Free Cha ¡j
saved it......The Church gives to the nations,,
object in life, their true destiny and moral selves. ^

That is what the Noconformists oall thehigbe^ 0t 
High Churohism; but it ¡3 so high that it 0 ^j0 
touches Bolid ground. It is simply a beautiful °ft ,.0 
in the air. The Catholic Church did not cr^0(j 
England, nor did the Free Charohes save it. ®D̂ ,f jo 
became what it is very largely by setting 0jvil 
opposition to the voice of the Church. Modern ^ 
liberty owes nothing to Christianity, though it ,a\ 
be confessed that Protestantism, by its P°^. 0Ofc 
resistance to authority, has rendered an m 
service to the cause of freedom. Dr. Forsyth r®& »»
the Free Churches as “ the legatees of Puritan* ^ 
forgetting that Puritanism was the sworn ®n0D3 jjje 
liberty and afforded no support whatever^ to  ̂
brotherhood of mankind. We are told on tha 0 
authority that the Puritan “ loved all that,, ^  
Godly, much misliking the wicked and profane.
John Richard Green says of him:— j 9

“ His bond to other men was not the sens® bo0d 
common manhood, but a recognition of a brotn a 
among the elect. Without the pale of the sain ^  ^0 
world which was hateful to them, because it?  fiO0 
enemy of their God. It was this utter isolati° 
the 1 ungodly ’ that explains the contrast which 1
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As
is

ns between the inner tenderness of the Puritans and 
the ruthfulness of so many of their actions ” (A Short 
History o f the English  People, p. 466).
a matter of faot, the brotherhood of mankind 

cot a Christian doctrine, any more than tme 
universal Fatherhood of God. According to the 
teaching of the New Testament and the orthodox 
t-'hurch, mankind are not by nature children of God, 
u°t become such by a second birth, nor are they 
mothers and sisters until they are made Christians.

he only brotherhood recognised by Christianity is that
01 the believers. To se,y that the Free Churches ever 
taved the nation is to utter a positive falsehood.

8 cation is still uneaved, or is in the slow process 
oi self-salvation. The Bishop of Oxford knows quite 
as much about the nation as Dr. Forsyth, and will 
0tlD.8tnile disdainfully at the latter’s egoistio claim.

Historically speaking, the State never was in love 
^'th the Church, though the latter made a long ana 
Resolute attempt to dominate the former. The Soate 
-tented and finally successfully resisted the Church s 

“omineering attitude ; and the story of the gradual 
polarisation of politics iB in reality the story of the 
-orch’s decreasing power and glory. When was 

i,? attitude of the nation to the Churoh that of 
tp* piety? Certainly that is not its attitude 
=?'aay- In proportion as ignorance and superstition 
^appear, the Christian faith decays. The general 
,ne8lect of public worship is sufficient evidence that 
A,.e hation no longer loves its alleged mother. Its 
vj affection is conspicuous oniy by its absence. 

°̂ > the question naturally arises, why do the 
a]ority of people live in forgetfulness of God? 

"hy do they negleot publio worship, prayer, and the 
6rcises whioh it is alleged nourish the soul ? The 

lt*e answer is that supernatural religion and natuial 
Qowledge cannot coexist. As light annihilatesQ8,tknooo ..........---— ~ vuoaiuvi j-jlo nguu  uuuiui.in!v&n

Bets mS8’ S° intelIigenoe displaces superstition, and 
dyin , an on his rightful throne. Christianity is 
the g(i:ecau80 ^ is false. Had it been true, not even 
but ? .j8s °f hell oould have prevailed against i t ; 
preve6fD̂  ^ 8e> not even the gates of heaven can 
Churob dissolution. The disintegration of the 
God a , Proves the non-existence of the Christian 
of fcu 0 °he utter powerlessness of the loving Savior 
man a ? 0ldd' Professor Bartlet said that “ every 
God ” C v woman is raw material for the image of 
c r e a L ,^ 10 t*18 Bible assures us that man was 
that lQ very image; but we are oonvinced
virotl®Very human being is what heredity and en- 
Balyat-6nii. have made him, and that improvement or 
t^o lQn is not possible except by means of these 
Oon̂ F681*5 laws. Dr. Bartlet said further that “ the 
ttvje *8nce of the average citizen and that of the 
io n>1„i?,tn^er °f the Chnroh
^ tr u th  a° d -n raDge

are very different things 
but we vehemently deny 

man ^'lu,° f  f*26 statement. The reverend gentle- 
Verij b°r be woefaHy igoorant of the world if he 
person, i?10768 that an average Christian is a better 
OonScj t0an an average non-Christian. The superior 
eyer cOb,C0 Ì8 that by whioh the best citizens are 
tve ar0Qf a<̂  *n their treatment of one another ; and 
ChQrch 'Jlly P0rsnaded that the true member of the 
meiilb Cannot help regarding and treating non- 
etet0 r̂8 as children of the Devil who riohly deserve 
that a i /aiDnation. The Nature of Things decrees 
ksliovA be,*ever can have do portion with an un- 
Beliai'r’ that Christ can have no concord with 
Ghris '̂ have renounced the belief in God,
Cberishand ®elial iQ order that we may consistently 
Chrijjti tbe foslief in the brotherhood of mankind. 
placiQ„^^y divides mankind into sheep and goats, 
left ha Y18 former on the right and the latter on the 
has re ncJ °f fhe God of love ; and this false division 
Situ! blQUite  ̂ thousands of heartless persecutions 

Mr tj  ̂ wars.
Bm ^^ookiug spoke the truth when he told his 
li,'0obledÌ'eaier8 ĥab the general public no longer 
ofthe r, 8elf about the supernatural, the followers 
eatirelvatab being a miserable minority; but he was 
Wh0 nil, rQistaken when he stated that the people 
and ari6,.?!1 rehgion “ fail to find a true content ” 

the victims of “ a mighty famine.” He □o

doubt said that because he did not know any better; 
but he had no moral right to speak in the name of 
people concerning whose mental condition he was 
wholly ignorant. It is our solemn conviction that 
the intellectually emancipated are the happiest 
people on earth. They look at life from an intel­
ligent and intelligible standpoint, and are never dis­
turbed by supernatural hopes and fears. Neither 
God nor Devil causes them a moment’s anxiety, and 
their sole object is to promote the wellbeiDg of 
society; and than this there can be no higher or
nobl8r 8nd’ J. T. L l o y d .

Primitive Man.—III.

(Continued from p. 315.)
“ The mental condition of the lower forms of both races 

[Negro and Bantu] seems very near the other great border­
line that separates man from the anthropoid apes, and I 
believe that if we had the material, or rather if we could 
understand it, we should find little or no gap existing in 
mental evolution in this old, undisturbed continent of 
Africa.”—Miss Kingsi.ey, Travels in West Africa, p. 312.

“ Mankind, as it has been well said, advances in échelons ; 
that is, the columns march not abreast of each other, but in 
a straggling line, all lagging in various degrees behind the 
leader. The image well describes the difference not only 
between peoples, but between individuals of the same people 
and the same generation. Just as one nation is continually 
outstripping some of its contemporaries, so within the same 
nation some men are constantly outpacing their fellows, and 
the foremost in the race are those who have thrown off the 
load of superstition which still burdens the backs and clogs 
the footsteps of the laggards.”—P rofessor J. G. F razer, 
Psyche's Task, 169.

“ He [the savage] is always suspicious, always in danger, 
always on the watch. He can depend on no one, and no 
one can depend upon him. He expects nothing from his 
neighbor, and does unto others as he believes that they would 
do Dnto him. Thus his life is one prolonged scene of selfish­
ness and fear. Even in his religion, if he has any, he creates 
for himself a new source of terror, and peoples the world 
with invisible enemies.”—S ir J ohn L ubbock, Prehistoric 
Times (1865), p. 484.

Al t h o u g h  the savage is generally abominably cruel, 
he is not altogether consciously cruel, at least among 
the most primitive races. It is due in great measure 
to lack of sympathy and reasoning powers, just as a 
very young child will pull a kitten or a puppy about, 
causing pain through lacking the power of reflection. 
As Sir Richard Burton points out :—

“ The cruelty of the negro is, like that of the school­
boy, the blind impulse of rage combined with want of 
sympathy. Thus he thoughtlessly tortures and slays 
his prisoners, aB the youth of England torment and kill 
cats. He fails in the domestication of the lower 
animals, because he is deficient in forbearance with 
them ; in a short time his violence will permanently 
ruin the temper of a horse ; and he will starve to death 
the English dog, for whioh, perhaps, he has paid a high 
price.”*

In a footnote, the same writer adds :—
“ Amongst the traders of the Bight of Biafra there 

are, I am glad to say, few men so base as to sell 
an English dog to a negro king or chief; and were 
a man to do so, he would be loudly blamed by his 
fellows.”

The savage is also, like the child, a creature of 
impulse. Sir John Lubbock observes ;—

“ Some of the most brutal acts which have been 
recorded against them are to be regarded less as 
instances of deliberate cruelty than of childish thought­
lessness and impulsiveness. A striking instance of this 
is recorded by Bryon in his narrative of the 1 Loss of 
the Wager.’ A cacique of the Ohonas, who was 
nominally a Christian, had been out with his wife to 
fish for sea-eggs, and having had little success, returned 
in a bad humor. 1A little boy of theirs, about three 
years old, whom they appeared to be dotingly fond of, 
watching for his father and mother’s return, ran into 
the surf to meet them ; the father handed a basket of 
eggs to the child, which being too heavy for him to 
carry, he let it fall, upon whioh the father jumped out 
of the canoe, and catching the boy in his arms, dashed 
him with the utmost violence against the stones. The

Sir Richard Burton, Mission to (icicle, pp. 201-2.
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poor little creature lay motionless and bleeding, and in 
that condition was taken np by the mother, but died 
soon after.’ ”*

Mr. Wilfred Powell, who spent three years among 
the cannibals of New Britain, says:—

“ The passion for killing is often so strong in them 
that I  have been told by natives themselves not to walk 
in front of them when they are armed, lest this feeling 
should get the better of them, and they might do me 
an injury. Of course, this is not so strong a feeling 
with some as with others, but I believe it to be more or

. less natural to all, especially the wilder and more 
savage tribes. Moreover, from infancy they have been 
brought up to carrying arms and to consider every 
stranger as an enemy, either openly or covertly. A 
man without arms they despise and look down upon as 
being no warrior, and if he be a stranger, all the more 
do their feelings rise against him.”!

In the matter of food, nothing comsa amiss to the 
primitive savage. Major Tremearne, who, besides 
being a competent anthropologist, has aoted as 
Political Officer in Nigeria, remarks :—

“ Sir Harry Johnston says that in Liberia some 
women eat the lice out of each other’s heads, that 
delicacy being the perquisite for doing duty as barber.
I do not know if the same holds good in Northern 
Nigeria, but I should not be surprised to find that it 
does amongst the Yoruba people, for they will eat 
anything,”!

One day, when out with Ajai, a most faithful 
servant and a Yoruba man, the Major relates an 
amusing incident:—

“ Suddenly Ajai made a dart at a large stone, rolled 
it over, and began cramming things into his mouth with 
evident satisfaction. I looked, and to my horror saw 
that he was eating live insects like cockroaches, and 
turning to the Mado(i)ki, expressed my opinion of Ajai 
in no polite terms. ‘ These Yorubawa,’ said the great 
maD, with a gesture of extreme disgust, ‘ would eat 
anything; I should not eat those cockroaches unless 
they were cooked ’ ” (p. 243).

Mr. J. P. Thomson also notices the habit, among 
the natives of British New Guinea, of eating the 
vermin with which their woolly mops swarm, and 
observes: “ This vile institution seems to exist in 
many parts of Polynesia., where the writer has 
observed the practice for many years.”§

Charles Darwin, describing the disgusting appear­
ance of the natives on the bleak and barren shores 
of Tierra del Fuego, who be found it difficult to 
“ believe that they are fellow-creatures and inhabi­
tants of the same world,” desoribes them as feeding 
on putrid whales’ blubber, and says :—

“ It is certainly true that when pressed in winter by 
hunger they kill and devour their old women before 
they kill their dogs ; the boy being asked by Mr. Low 
why they did this, answered, 1 Doggies catch otters, old 
women no.’ This boy described the manner in which 
they are killed by being held over smoke and thus 
choked; b.e imitated their screams as a joke, and 
described the parts of their bodies which are considered 
best to eat.” j|

A good deal of cannibalism still goes on in New 
Guinea and some of the South Sea Islands. Mr. 
Deole observes that “ A great deal of unsuspected 
cannibalism exists in Africa.”

The Gallas, according to the testimony of a writer 
cited by Major Tremearne, “ bury their dear ones in 
the stomach instead of in the ground.” Many 
writers have exercised their ingenuity in devising 
reasons for this horrible oustom, sueh as famine, 
sympathetic magic, religious ritual, eto. The truth 
is, they prefer it to all other food. Major Tremearne 
observes:—

“ There is no doubt that a longing for the actual 
flavor of human meat is one of the principal causes, it 
being sometimes preferred ‘ high,’ and being kept in 
water for the purpose, sometimes seasoned with lime

* Lubbock, Prehistoric Times, p. 465.
t Wilfred Powell, F.R.O.S., Wanderings in a Wild Country, 

pp. 262-3.
{ Major Tremearne, The Tailed Head-Hunters of Nigeria (1912),

juice. Thus we are told of paddocks where „
cattle were kept and fattened for the market a®  . ¡.
fed oxen, and when in good conditiou would fete 
twelve shillings each, and of the bodies of ev ^  
nearest and dearoBt being disinterred and "arte* _ ^  
others not coming within the prohibited degr 
consanguinity.”* _ .. .

Karl L um holtz, w ho knew the A ustralian na i 
w ell, says :—  ot

“ The natives of Northern Queensland an 
many other parts of Australia are canniba 
people never made any secret of this, ana i 
evenings it was the leading topic of their conver ¡s 
The greatest delicacy known to the Australian na 
human flesh. The very thought of it makes hi J 
sparkle.”! . „

As to the flavor of human flesh, it has often 8 
compared to pork, but it is evident that f'*'18 w° n 
mere guess. Mr. Decle, while at Ujiji, eat hu 
flesh two or three times, unknowingly, and foaD  ̂
delicious. It happened in this way. The RinderjJ 
had destroyed most of the oattle and run the P 
up until they were almost doable the price of sia 
Therefore, there was a strong temptation to snp|^ 
human flesh in place of animal. But, say8 
Deole,— , rjjjji

“ Some of the natives whom I had engaged 
had been assured by David that nothing could be _ ^ ey 
from me, and they determined to test my p°w®r ’ gee 
accordingly supplied my cook with human food » .jj, 
if I would find it out, and I confess that I fgun4
great relish, unconscious of what it was. David , 
this out afterwards, but was afraid to tell me abot^ jj0 
howover, to avoid a repetition of the experim®n < ^ 
only brought meat from goats he saw killed 
It was only afterwards that ho told me about it. 3 ^  
remembered eating a curry I thought excellent, a 
having brought to me some grilled bones that I en,l 1 . 
so much that I asked several times for more of “ caI) 
these, it appears, were human ribs. So far as 
recollect they had but very little flesh on them, bn “ 0f 
had a fine flavor of venison, with a salty taBte, 0 ¡,.
the reasons why cannibals greatly relish human j 
I may add that cannibals seldom eat this meat wi ^  
having kept it for a few days; usually they bury »> 
when it is a point they feast on it.”! , ..g

Further revolting details of this disgusting pra0 
may ba read in Major Tremearne’s book, bn. 
doubt my readers are—to use a slang express»1 
“ fed up ” with the subjeot; at any rate, the Pr0S 0f 
writer is, and concludes this portion of the 8 , gjt 
Primitive Man with a sigh of relief. We shall . 
consider the intellectual powers, modes of thong 
and powers of expression of Primitive Man.

(To be continued.) W. MaN̂ '

A Stormy Petrel,
rod 0»

Ge n e r a l l y  there was trouble when he appeaie ^  
the scene. Had he come and gone without a 
oussion, the circumstance would have been _rega _̂.0g 
euspioiously, and there would have been infl»1 b 
concerning his health. Expecting an argnmen > ¿j 
friends seemed to drift into conversation that a £e8t 
for it. Unconsoiously, maybe, they took the sho 
possible tack into the stormy regions; and ie ^  
really wonderful how absolutely inevitable 
storm was. . ■ 0i 6

Often he would say, with a grin, that his D {; 
were simply proving that mind controlled »>a 
that mind, in fact, put matter to the blush, . 0
that if a religionist desired something very 11300 of 
was certain to realise it without the assistant) 
God at all. It wasn’t necessary in the least ^ 
God should exist that Christians should see bit»’ oJ} 
wasn’t necessary that Christ should have die ^ 
the oross. Christians oould see him there now- a 
wasn’t essential that the spirit should be or0a 
palpable entity; for Christians oould feel it*

Major Tremearne, The Tailed Head-Hunters of NiHeri
p. 243.

§ J. I’. ThomBon, British New Guinea, p. 68.
[| Darwin, The Voyage of the Beagle (Nelson’s ed.), pp. 236-8.

p. 183.
t Cited by Leo Frobenins in The Childhood of Man, V- iT i' 
+ Lionel Decle, Three Years in Savage Africa, pp. 3X1*2»
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'was enough. Their nneonsoionsly 0XPr®8??  ̂ similar, 
for an argument, he would say, was P*e y  relsgi0us 
in many respects, to the mental attitua ^  ̂.fanatics wl*«« ^ ------- ' ILXÍ t KJUW»V ,-/ *■ *■'“ ® )̂0
láñanos when they wanted badly to sea ^  hogt;
taken into the arms of Jesus, or fee halluoina-
in them, or any other of these relig! > _
tions. And he would chuckle t*° bimse • gooial 

The two favorite topics were R0l,S v̂ eably inter-
Raform. Invariably they became me 1̂' J ReijRi0n 
woven as the discussion generated • En¿j0avor 
could not be kept apart from social • ^gtaBk, 
as he did to separate the two, he ion.* i„L irnnossible. 
“J. the circumstances, was _ hopeless-Y examining 
His opponents seemed quite inoaJ)ab ., A11 their
Religion on its own merits and d010 .* Vheir exist- 
livea it had been estimated the hu ü ,, 0 wep.
®nce. Their morality had sprung ¿  religions
be}ng of their lives was the fruit of emanated 
Principles; and their peace of mind _ . iive
{rom the love of God. If Christians would o n l y ^  
8,3 Christians, there would be no n - _ jn.

that was their conviction; and they
their own lives as admirable proot o.

So it was that his friends pulled Him 1 _ an¿ he 
intellectual plane into the soma- g ch’r0nio to 

?8®d the social ailments that bax0 q ^ that his 
^manity ever since one man dis him a
Personal strength of body and ^  {ellows—
Power he oonld enjoy over his less e confute
fe used the degradations of humanity to contar 
ceir statements. t„rminated
There were times when the argum -when
maternal tears and much paternal adv. ̂  ^   ̂

tb,e mother heart, poisoned by the vile 
rchgion, thought her son was lost for e
Mourned as a woman doss over her bitterness
Hmes and tragic, for an unconquerable bitternesyould o«—’* ■■

rsform
stau(
Hea.

, — engnlf the son’s mind, and his enmity
lJi.*1? 8 Christianity surged and heaved, a storm- 
, bed ocean of anger under sad, gloomy skies. And 

6 paternal advice, so futile in its well-meaning 
Implications, so sincere in its triviality, so impossible 

£ crystallisation, so full of vague incomprehensi- 
8j.0r^ ŝ> but engendered a despair that hung ovoi uks

Heno t 0 BPray-drenched air, damp and heavy, 
told j atef  ̂renewals of the discussion, however, he 
the ca9’ ^ d u a lly  wore thin the unpleasantness of 
6 n o l e n s ,  and it became possible to enjoy an 

.88 sitting without suffering and mental
lion 013 either side. Perseverance and disere- 
blindé 8aid’ haa^incl3, sa*d, had made their mark. Not that the 
thev K j ba,d influenced had changed their beliefs; 
d«.r aa,u not; but ------------i-----------------— 3

lacking
no  ̂> bub H was something to have achieved 

When th0“ *aek‘ng the tragic element, particularly 
^siblo e,P0oPl0 interested were as sinoere as it was 
Holy Gh °<. .“■? their beliefs of Gad, and Christ,
things e °sti Spirit, and all the rest. It was some- 
old barVf-,n *n bbe80 modern days, to break down the 
thing p iGV religious intolerance. It was some- 
ti°n8bi v®n assisted by the human blood-ties of rela- 
°QtaPlet t0 van<i aisb the dark and devilish belief of 
of op;Q:0 80flr0gation, because of a more difference 
Motrin °D’ ln m'ads trained from infancy in that 
iebgiou ^  waa something to have destroyed the 
Cr*bi8 3Tican06r that makes disbelief a horrible 
Were nn Hot the memories of that maternal grief 

OoQâ - Pheasant. They will always be bitter. 
^ s it iv 10̂ ’ wb0n the reoolleotion burned in his 
^abifcv i9 *?!nd» be would ascribe his hatred of Chris- 
that,’’ b s mother's tears. “ Had it nob been for
•Patt,cer ^ otdd say, “ I might have been easy on the 
on tjj0 ' t might have been peacefully philosophical 
on reljff- ê°t> content to let time scatter its dust 
gentle8,1“11,8 °r0eda. The " 

and
baveBt!PPort. 
Bat beeQ

quiet, calm methods, very 
considerate, might have claimed 

Instead of intellectual war it might 
lritelleotual wonder, and nothing more. 

P'aeent  ̂ ev  ̂’ an  ̂ hatred is never oom- 
®e9s to'e r âre i0 inevitable. With the sensitive- 
« the jVl S°es a relentless antagonism. It is war 

evil u h. ®he man who hates evil best will 
best. He will never own defeat. Well, I

saw, in those tears, all the horrible crudeness of 
Religion, all its harshnesses, all its vile, anti-social 
qualities. The creed that can turn the mother-heart 
from her son, the creed that fills her eyes with tears, 
the creed that forces her to her knees in prayer for 
a lost child, is a despioable thing. It is criminal. 
It deserves more than contempt, more than mere 
censure, more than polite animosity. Sometimes, 
when the hatred overwhelms reason in me, I faucy 
it merits open rebellion, revolt in deeds as well as 
words. Scattered over the world there must he 
thousands, millions, of people who suffer in this ugly 
way from the results of Religion’s bigotry. When I 
think of the miseries I have endured, and when my 
mind goes over Humanity, seeing countless thou­
sands suffer, in the home quietness, from these 
atrocious tentacles of the octopus of Religion, arms 
that shoot out and suck joy from youth and love 
from age, there springs up in me an anger I can 
hardly quell. The tears are so real and so foolish, 
the sad thoughts so heavy and so silly, the con­
demnations so unjust, the woe so deep and so absurd, 
that the blood boils with wrath. And Religion is 
responsible for this, Religion alone. It would domi­
nate the mother-heart. It would blast and sere the 
flowers of love, and cast them into th8 mire. People 
would not believe m e; but it is true. For years the 
fondness, the natural fondness, was chilled in my 
veins. Mv parents were repugnant to me. I came 
near to hating them. Didn’t my infidelity mean 
immorality ? Didn’t it mean present and future 
damnation ? Wasn’t I a social outcast ? I had 
forsaken tha faith of my fathers. Prematurely I 
had gone to hell. My mother believed all this non­
sense. My father’s beliefs struggled with common 
sense, with knowledge; and he endeavored to pour 
oil on the troubled waters by saying that I was 
passing through the valley of darkness to the land 
of light, and that the rays of God's love would be ail 
the more brilliant because of the time of darkness 
and gloom. I would change, he thought. As I grew 
older I would see the error of my way3. I was the 
lost sheep on the mountain, and the good shepherd 
spared neither pains nor toil to rescue his wandering 
Iamb. And he was always, always successful. For 
years I endured this, years of the misery of bitter 
thought. Is it any wonder I should hate Religion ? 
Is it any wonder I should consider it th8 most dis­
gusting sore on the social body ? Ia it any wonder 
I should bemoan my incapability to fight it as it 
should be fought? I hate Rsligion with a bitter 
hatred; and, if my hatred be uncanny in its 
intensity, remember I have seen my mother weep, 
not once, but dozens of times, because her son had 
strayed from the fold. However, the lamb has 
never returned, but the stormy petrel comes now 
oftener than before, and tha storm always gives his 
visit a touch of mental life; bat the ships are iron- 
built these days; they weather the storm bravely; 
there are no wrecks ; for which let there be praise.”

R o b e b t  Mo b e l a n d ,

Concerning Souls.

Fob downright crudity, for absence of the saving 
grace of utility, there is no religion to equal the Chris­
tian one, which maintains an attitude of dignity upon 
a pile of absurdities. Though we may test it by 
contemporary religions, or by the newest of new 
religions, we find that it stands revealed in naked 
hypocrisy with its pitiful concept of God. “ God as 
the deity of the sick, God as spider, God as spirit— 
is one of the moat corrupt concepts of God that has 
ever bsen attained on earth.” In this manner 
Nietzsche summed up the object of Christian 
veneration. As the Christians have sadly bungled 
their God-idea, so, in a similar manner, have they 
debased their ideas of the soul.

In the present age, when commercialism cuts at 
the root of culture, when Christian materialism (and 
there is truth in this paradox) has no broader vision
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than that of interfering in prize-fights or transform­
ing its places of worship into glorified music-halls, we 
cannot wonder that, as the God-idea is low so is its 
soul-idea on the same plane, and an insult to any 
person of average intelligence,

We have lately made the acquaintance of Plotinus 
through the good taste of Messrs. Bell & Sons, who 
are the publishers of his select works in Bohn’s 
Popular Library, and our copy is liberally marked. 
Although personally we cannot see our way clear 
to even accept the Platonic idea of the soul, wa were 
struck by its singular beauty and sublimity, and by 
its immeasurable superiority to the Christian con­
ception.

Plotinus was an ardent disciple and interpreter of 
Plato, and, bearing in mind the arresting beauty of 
his philosophy, we are surprised that the early 
Christians did not crucify him and all those who 
were attracted by this good and noble man. We 
can only be truly thankful that the heavy-footed 
vandals were otherwise engaged, and so we are 
enabled to know one who soared as an eagle in tho 
realms of speculative philosophy. It is chiefly in 
his discourses against the Gnostics that the striking 
contrast is seen between the Greek soul-idea and the 
Christian one. The former is achieved through 
laborious days of study and self-discipline; the latter 
can be claimed by any brutal murderer who uses to 
advantage the eleventh hour. By this remark we 
do not sit in judgment on murderers; we do at least 
say that if a soul is worthy of hostage in a murderer, 
it is also worthy of lodging in a guinea-pig. But 
even here we find ourselves face to face with an 
absurdity. The animal is denied it by Christians, 
and probably it haB never committed any action more 
criminal than that of subsisting.

Plotinus was extremely reticent about his birth 
and parentage. One very striking aspect of this 
remarkable man’s character was that he was ash­
amed that his soul was in his body. When we 
consider his anti-Christian idea of the soul, such an 
admission gives us an idea of the loftiness of his 
character, and we become impatient to know more 
of one who commenced his philosophy where the 
Christians finished. To those superior people called 
God’s elect, we venture to think that this idea would 
cause many heartquakes. Man, in the image of his 
maker, deliberately stating that he is ashamed of 
his soul in body; this is blasphemy immortal and 
divine. But, nevertheless, it is leagues in advance 
of those crude doctrines used by Christians to 
frighten women and children. Furthermore, if the 
blood sacrifice was necessary to save that which is 
imperishable, the believers in this travesty of a 
religion would be too ignorant to behold the beauty 
of such a magnificent conception of the soul as that 
held by Plotinus,

The Gnostics, against whom Plotinus wrote, were 
a Christian sect, very active from the first to the 
sixth century. They held that Christ wa3 of divine 
origin, and that knowledge instead of faith was the 
means of reaching heaven. This is an early example 
of Christian harmony. It is somewhat ironical, too, 
to find Plotinus at variance with them cn the matter 
of the soul. Their soul-idea failed to satisfy one 
who had devoted his life to philosophy; he was 
constrained to shatter and remould it, and, greatest 
of all, to strip it of that doubly damned exclusiveness 
which claimed it for the few.

“ Nor again is it fit to assert that the soul of the 
vilest man is immortal and divine.” In these words 
he will not have the soul flung gratuitously to every­
body if the Gnostics deny it to “ all heaven and the 
stars that are there, though they consist of things 
far more beautiful and pure than anything 
terrestrial.”

Poor fallen Gnostics! running round to tag the 
soul on human beings and forgetting such trifles as 
the stars. We do not think that the times have 
changed much. Any victim of the present system 
called civilisation, be he a murderer or a tyrant, if 
he oan be led to see the error if his ways in time, 
may partake of glory everlasting. In a comparative

M4Î 24, l 014

BGQBGj OLIO LUOUOLU 'OUliOULClU UIUU ---- q|
sects aim at a popular basis for the exploit®-------- !_ manner aeno

limals cannot

the modern Christian and also the Gnostic- j-jon of
the soul-idea, and, of course, in this manner

view
being

erately court failure. Lovers of an'..---
with pleasure the prospect of their taV° 

joulless; it remains now for some ^  
aggressive and progressive branch of ^krist,an} - 
take up this theory of souls for animals. Wo 3 ^
imagine in this Christian country the ifiea ® b . 
take root. One pleasing feature of this new 
tore would be easily observed ; most animals 1 _
present day, as far as beauty and fitness arc 
C9rned—but there, we think that readers will sen ^  
point. Christianity has accomplished so muc f 
mankind that the horses one sees about arei )L ¡gt, 
fed and better cared for than the lambs of Lh 
We really must return to Plotinus. , a

That there are many difficulties attendant ^ 
proof of the soul no one will deny, and least 01 ’
Freethinkers. If the proof did not rest on fa1® 
assumption no one would care to disbelieve—* 
thinkers included. But the conclusion we cal3jL9 e. 
after reading Plotinus was this : that we, »s * g 
thinkers, are unconsciously treading those Pa . 
which lead to harmony with the world, and, altbo 8̂  
our imperfect efforts meet with no degree of P°P ^  
success, we must not relax them on that aO°0, r00 
Wisdom, temperance, and fortitude were the * 
degress whereby the soul, according to ^ , iCarfc 
was purified. Who shall say that these are not p 
of the armory of Freethought ? And, further®3 ’ 
we should be prepared to assert that, logically a*3 ^ 
the tu quoque argument, wa ought to be ready 
burn those who do not think as we do. , jo8

In the sixteenth chapter against the G-noaj 
there is a passage of singular truth and beaQ •q 
“ Again to despise the world, and the ac°
other beautiful natures that are in it, is not to
become a good man.” We cannot see anything . 
to run contrary to the principles of Freethought, 
fact, we hesitate to call the soul supernatural,^ 
postulated by Plotinus. It would seem that 
aoute mind had ransacked the whole of tha_ ^°1' 
philosophy and brought his theories to light’ 
ennoble existence, and to satisfy intellect; at? 
was only natural that such theories should 
antagonistic to the Christians. , ■ $

We recall a particularly odious story in connec g 
with a certain Biblical prophet called Elisha.  ̂
saint, hero, or fanatic was subjected to a little * 
criticism from children, and, as a result, E*18 
cursed them in the name of the Lord, so that two 
bears came out of the wood and tear forty and ^  
of them. Chronology has it that this incident of 1 
and tolerance must have happened about th° X' 3 
896 B C. At a later period, about two centuries previ° ̂  
to this, Plotinus must have lived. In his conolu31 '
: Against the Gnostics,” he delivers these noble 80 

tim ents: “ It is possible, therefore, not to be a *°v 
of body, to become pure, to despise death, to ba^0^  
knowledge of more excellent natures, and to ® ^  
them the objects of pursuit.” We are inolin0̂  
think that this kind, wise, and gracious philo90)?1’.̂  
who could set forth such sentiments, would stan 

God himself in comparison to Elisha, who®, 
appears, had not the courage to curse in his 0 
name—not even at children. The reader ®ay sg0 
that the comparison is incongruous. So it is, an 
it is intended to be. It is our candid and si«0 l 
belief that not one character in the Old Test»10 ^  
was worthy to sit at the feet of Plotinus, d
seemed to live in an atmosphere of blood a .0 
carnage and crudity that was repulsive, a° “. . er 
comparison, Greek thought seems to inhabit an°c 
world . ,

The book in question is dedicated by the 
tor as a tribute of the warmest gratitude to Mere . ^  
and his brother William, and we feel confide*3“ : ^
every Freethinker, though he may refuse to sur®0 u 
the difficulties of belief in a soul, will find in it 
that is good and true, much gold and little dr 
and its modest price will commend it to all.

Christopher ^a
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Acid! Drops

To be a ■« man of science ” is no guarantee against talking
nonsense, as we have often pointed o u t An inevitable, 
ont to champion religion, nonsense is^alm read
rromthe summary of a paper by S. W. • _
before the Congregational Union, we learn tnac

“ The foundations on which the rudely
thought rested its negative agnosticism of physical
shaken, if not overthrown by recent di molecular hypo-
science. That school founded itself on been shattered,
thesis of matter. The atomic theory minuteness—at
An atom of matter, though of ’nc°?°elga Ue8t point visible 
least 100 millions being found in the golar gv8tem in
under microscopic power—was found to b eruption.
miniature, and it was a solar system in P immutable,
The atoms were neither solid, nor simple, nor immui 
nor immortal.”

are quoting from a summary only, but as it t*ue
comment is very largely nonsensical, and part ot it 
as a mere statement of scientific fact.

It is 
Phil, to assume that Materialism as 

the “ molecular hypothesis of
quite a delusion

daft °?> ,*8 ^ase<I upon the " molecular hypothesis of
Hw,6r’ or indeed upon any special theory of the nature of 
of e 6-rl Naturally, Materialists, in dealing with the problem 
ally*'8'61106’ to°^ II*6 conception of matter that was gener- 
AUd rê ar<I6<I as having the greatest scientific warranty. 
tevisWhe* a more accurate knowledge showed the need for 
a fujj an accepted scientific formula, the Materialist had 
b;8 rigut to demand leave to reshape the presentation of 
•aula186*80 wouId harmonise with that revised for-
any b As a philosophy, Materialism is quite independent of 
ally uP°thesis concerning the nature of matter. Historic- 
cal)’ m Is, a Philosophy of nature that sets what one may 
lions e5“ an’ca,I causation against supernaturalistic opera­
ring ‘ j. 18 nafure, as a whole, such that phenomena occur- 
all time are the exact and necessary equivalents of
If ju bas Preceded the appearance of such phenomena ? 
is adm^t8W6r affirmaI’ve> *he truth of Materialism
rank a e<̂ ' ^  ’n negative, then supernaturalism takes
spiritl S,a Pr°hably truthful hypothesis. Naturalism versus 
hat ' 1I8ta’ mechanical causation versus supernaturalism— 

0Ppon'8 t^ 6 eBsen*’aI ¡»»no between Materialism and its

Now, what discoveries in physical science have been 
against the materialistic philosophy ? There 

blatter ” f ®very discovery goes to strengthen it, and as a 
Scient-,,0 Ia°t it is the accepted working creed of every 
n. mo man, even of Professor Barrett himself. Professor

are none.

c*atr0ff
Were t Sa^8 aI°m’c theory has been shattered. If that 
Bm u •Ue’ ^ c°nld not prove that Materialism was false, 
ana n 18 true. The atomic hypothesis 

rrett ought to know bet
That the atom was solid, simple, and

and p / f 1,05 crue- The atomic hypothesis is not shattered, 
u r°Iessor Barrett ought to know better than to make

ind6sa 8*'a!:ement,
fegBoj, bctihle was not a part o f the atomic theory. Pro 
leadin ±iarr6I! must know that this is true; and his mis- 
¡ü6x  ̂a of clergymen gathered in congress is the more 
and 8a°I® because they have no desire to contradict him, 
The nlf Û ’se Nis opinion to propagate false notions. 
êducfc’ lma*e an^ indestructible nature of the atom were 

esSenfl°ins drawn from the atomic theory, but were no 
8c’enti f Par*; °I ¡t. The atomic theory—and when a 
theotv uses that term he must mean Dalton’s atomic 
eqoivaPWaS an asseri‘on oi laws of definite, multiple, and 
they f Cn<i Proportions that are as true now as ever, and 
ret¿a¡ orm the basis of modern chemistry. The atom 
Under 8- ^ Ur oonception of the nature of the atom is 
has 0g01n8’ or has undergone, a change. That is all that 
is simC<lUrre<J' To say that the atomic theory is shattered 
assemh] Untrue- Professor Barrett may say that before an 

we question if he would dare to say 
6 a congress of chemists.

A. f
Will, • ’terns from two days’ announcements of latest 
PlumL i'ev' T*- M. Seir, Somerset, £27,691. Rev. R. D. 
£15 o o - ’ Folkestone, £11,227. Rev. R. F. Thornhill, 
■A-’bsw ’ Nev. R. Preston, Altrincham, £3 219. Rev. J. 
i l j^ g g  h, Molesey, £2,573. Ven. W. Donne, Wakefield,

Th r>
Soutjj j ; 67, F- Dormer Pierce, vicar of St. John’s Church, 
braQch h-on-Sea, has been elected Chairman of the local 
otber . the London Christian Evidence Society. The 
Army „ Cla'8 include a fried-fish merchant and a Church 
hardiv H <?aP*ain.” This trinity of Pierce and Plenty will 

the Thames Estuary on fire.

The very same men, says Mr. R J. Campbell, “ who in 
their private lives may be quite exemplary and even 
devoted to the church, are in their public capacity as 
administrators and diplomatists, frankly immoral; their 
policy is dictated not by moral considerations, but with an 
eye to the main chance.” We have often said the same 
thing, and the moral seems to us obvious. Mr. Campbell’s 
moral is, of course, that the Church must exert power— 
which is absurd. Things being as Mr. Campbell says they 
are, what is needed is the recognition that devout religious 
belief has no necessary connection with right conduct. 
When that is generally recognised people will not find it so 
easy to salve their conscience with acts of devotion to a 
church, and religious belief will not be so freely utilised as 
an excuse for “ unmoral ” action. There will be no veil 
between a man’s actions and their social consequences, and 
self-deception—rascality’s most effective assistant—will not 
be easy. Mr. Campbell is merely emphasising the failure of 
religion as a moral force without the courage to admit the 
truth even to himself.

“ It is sickening to read,” says Science-Grounded Religion, 
a monthly Indian journal published at Lahore, “ how, in 
spite of intellectual education and external civilisation of a 
high order, the West is going down and down in moral life.” 
It then proceeds to give evidence from English preachers 
of the moral decadence of Western peoples, and concludes 
that the attention of Indian ethical reformers is sadly 
needed. It will be a shock to the complacency of Chris­
tians to learn that non-Christian people are struck by their 
need of moral reformation, and yet it is an old complaint. 
Japanese and Chinese have said much the same thing. We 
talk of oar moral superiority, and repeat the talk so fre­
quently that we have come to take it as an accepted fact. 
Educated non-Christians who study us at home come to 
quite a different conclusion. They admit that we are in 
front of them in scientific attainment and commercial pros­
perity, but in other directions they are as anxious to 
improve us as we are to improve them, and with as much 
justification.

Referring to a forthcoming novel by Miss Corelli, the 
devout Daily Chronicle says it cannot impart the plot, but 
readers are requested to “ watch and pray.” This is serious ! 
One lady of the name of Mary has already been deified ; 
we are not keen about a second.

Mr, Max Mayer, the Hatton Garden pearl specialist, says 
there are plenty of people rich enough to spend £300,000 
on a necklace. Christians pretend to despise money, bnt 
they don’t let the cash pass them by.

In the early years of Calvinistic rule, Geneva must have 
been a delightful place in which to live. The following is a 
pen-picture of the way in which the Consistory controlled 
life, and is taken from Mr. Hugh Reyburn’s recently issued 
John Calvin :—

“ The Consistory by no means confined its attention to 
those who were slack in their attendance at church. It 
looked after their behavior when they were there. Three 
men who had been laughing at church—one of them behind 
the shelter of his cap—were sent to prison. Others who 
criticised the sermon and said that the preachers of former 
days were better than those who filled the pulpits now were 
sharply advised not to absent themselves on that account. 
Others were dealt with for playing cards on Sunday evenings, 
for spending their time in taverns, for cursing and swearing, 
for attempting to commit suicide, for possessing a oopy of 
the Golden Legend, for kneeling on a husband’s grave and 
saying Requiescat in pace, tor using money to get Masses 
sung, for fornication, for betrothing a daughter to a Papist, 
for getting a fortune told by a fortune-teller, for eating fish 
on Good Friday, for making a chalice and other instruments 
of idolatry, for singing obscene songs, for shaving the tonsure 
on a priest’s head, for saying it was better to have a quartan 
fever than to let the ministers have charge of one’s soul, for 
saying there is neither devil nor hell, and that if there is 
Election and Reprobation there is no condemnation for guilt, 
for saying there are people who get themselves adored and 
Calvin is one of them, for arranging a marriage between a 
woman of seventy and a man of twenty-five, for saying that 
if all who did not believe in Christ would be damned there 
would be lots of room in Paradise, and for arguing that men 
should not be put to death for religious opinions. These 
instances, taken from an extended period, give a fair idea of 
the matters which engaged the attention of the Consistory 
during the first years of its operations.”

Principal Selbie, of Mansfield College, says that Christians 
everywhere are beginning to show they have some con­
science in the matter of reunion ; and show a desire to stand 
together and speak together with one voice and one mind. 
What a triumph for Christianity ! What a proof of the
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power of Christian lovo ! After nineteen centuries Christian 
people are beginning to think it is time they left off fighting 
and began to agree together 1 Well, they never have agreed 
together, and we venture to prophesy that they never will. 
And some of the leaders are only anxious for agreement 
because they realise the increasing growth of an enemy 
that threatens all sections of the Christian faith. In face 
of a common enemy, they feel the need of mutual concord. 
The desire for union has nothing to do with a genuine 
agreement about matters of fa ith ; it springs wholly from 
the perception of a danger that threatens to destroy them all.

The truth is that religious belief always makes more 
strongly for division than for union. Essentially religious 
belief involves a policy of exclusion. It unites a few who 
believe by excluding the majority who dissent. Each 
Church shuts out all who disagree with it, and thus proceeds 
on the direct opposite to social union, which, of necessity, 
aims at binding together diversified tastes and beliefs on the 
basis of common and fundamental needs. Hence, while 
social development makes for a greater union over a wider 
area, religious development makes for a greater division. 
Principal Selbie says that “ to introduce methods of party 
politics into religious assemblies is a sheer desecration.” 
Well, we are no lovers of party politics or of the methods of 
party politicians, but we may point cut that in the past 
political assemblies will compare very favorably with reli­
gious assemblies, and also that the tone and character of 
political gatherings and political movements are invariably 
worsened by the introduction of religion. Will anyone Bay 
that our present House of Commons has been improved by 
the introduction of a number of religions Nonconformists ? 
Does a religious discussion in the House make members 
more polite or more considerate to each other ? And 
look at the Irish question! How much has religion 
improved the tone of politics there ?

In the Englishwoman  a Miss St. John complains that Mr. 
Israel Zangwill in his play, The Melting Pot, has slurred 
over the fact that the Jews were as bad as the Russians, 
for had they not killed Christ ? This is as sensible as if 
present-day Suffragettes were made responsible for the 
behavior of Jael with her little hammer.

During a recent thunderstorm the House of Lords was 
considering a Bill for the prevention of floods. Why do not 
the Lords make use of the services of the Bishops, who have 
special forms of prayer for rain-making and dry weather?

“ Learn how to laugh,” says the Christian Age. Chris­
tians will take a lot of teaching, for their Deity is not 
exactly a Falstaff.

“ People are always good - tempered when they are 
standing in front of a drop of something,” said the Chairman 
of the Southport Licensing Bench. What, always ? Even 
before communion port at a shilling a bottle ?

Trombone-player Carlile says the duty of the Church is to 
prodigal sons, and not elder brothers, who are too difficult. 
D ear! Dear 1 Cannot the musician-evangelist try the in­
ducement of the fatted calf ?

“ The horrible discovery by the Albanian gendarmerie, 
reported by Reuter, of two hundred half-charred bodies of 
Albanian peasants who had been captured by Hellenic 
‘ sacred bands ’ and crucified within a Greek church, which 
had then been set on fire to conceal the deed, comes very 
near to being the most devilish exploit of the Balkan Chris­
tians in recent years. As the Greek recruiting agents have 
gathered the most desperate and lawless elements into the 
bands organised against Albania, all their proceedings have 
been savage in the extreme. Perhaps the Balkan Com­
mittee will now issue another pamphlet on Moslem wicked­
ness and Christian virtues in the Near East.”— The Outlook.

A poor woman at Wokingham killed her six year old 
child and then herself. In a letter to her husband she 
asked him “ to lead a good life in Christ ” and promised to 
wait “ at the pearly gates ” for him. The child, she said, 
she was goiBg to take with her to “ the better land.” The 
case is a sad one, as the wife expressed affection for her 
“ dear, loving husband.” The only moral we desire to draw 
is that of wondering when Christians will drop the sickening 
cant about the strength and courage given by religion to 
those who believe in it.
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In a recent leading article, the Daily Sketch des m0D) 
modern church services as “ too often an ell-long re 
with a few decorations.” Once the Church’s servic 
filled with eternal hell and no decorations.

“ You can only get the public to move when yon 8 n 
them,” says Dr. Edwards Jones. The clergy h®ve „ gre 
this elementary fact for thousands of years, but the 
scare is nearly played out. __

The Vicar of Mellor complains that visitors who oaI?.® eS 
the Choral Eucharist on Easter Day left at various ^a(j 
during the service. We expect they went because t i y ^  
had enough, and the rational cure would seem to be s ^  
or more attractive services. But the vicar threatens P ^  
and penalties for those who will not stay to the en •
says : “ We must see that the law of the Church m ^
respect is observed in future. It is punishable by Ja
leave the church from the beginning of the service t j.
end.” It may be so ; but all the same we do not fe®r  ̂ g 
many will be prosecuted for the offence. The > i® 
Mellor has the misfortune of being born too l_ate._ ®° r 
where about the fourteenth or fifteenth cantury is his Pr V 
period. ____

Rev. John Raper, curate, was on May 11 sued for <4amâ  
for the seduction of a girl aged nineteen. The offence  ̂
been proceeding for about two years. The jury return 
verdict for the father for ¿£400.

“ It is an extraordinary thing that all the boys who 
here for this kind of offence seem to be regular attend® 
at church and Sunday-school.” The “ here ” referred *° 
the above sentence was the Liverpool Police-court, and 
speaker was the magistrate, who ought to know what re 
was talking about. Two boys, sixteen years old, w 
charged with being found at night with burglars’ 400 ?ja(} 
their possession. Hence the magistrate’s comment. J 1 
these two youngsters been in the habit of attending **'  ̂
thought meetings, the moral—to the religious world—wo 
have been obvious. As they, and the majority of ot 
youthful offenders at the same court, were regular attends ^ 
at church or chapel, the religionist fails to see any moral 
the situation. And we do not think it necessary to provi 
our readers with one.

How little it takes to build up a reputation—with so 
people. A religious weekly we were glancing through ret® 
to the “ abounding humor” of Mr. Will Crooks. Her®^ 
the sample given. “ You can call on the biggest blackgu®  ̂
you like and ask him if he wants to turn the Bible out 
the schools, and he’ll say, ‘ No, I may be a bad lot niy®13̂  
but I want to give the children a chance.’ ” As Don»® 
Sampson would say, “ Prodigious 1” Consider the sub 
humor of the remark! If it were not Mr. Crooks, 
should call it sarcasm. For who but Mr. Crooks would ®° 
sider the fondness of the “ biggest blackguard ” (or * 
Bible a reason for keeping that book in the schools ? ■*
“ biggest blackguard ” had probably been brought up on » 
Bible himself. And the result was there in his bla® 
guardiem. At least, it had not saved his being a blackguar  ̂
and it is possible that his children would stand a betts 
chance brought up on some other kind of literature.

One cannot expect a clergyman to read history ®cC ‘ 
rately, and so ono is not surprised to find tho Rev. ~ ^ 
Forsyth declaring that “ it was in a Church issue and * 
Church crisis in the land that modern democracy ®.roS,e’.i 
Naturally, while the whole of a nation's life is dominate' 
by a Church, any change must be connocted more or *®9 
with the Church. And that is really all there is in ”  • 
Forsyth’s generalisation. Modern democratic moveinen 
began in England in connection with a Church crisis becauS 
the power of the Church had to be broken before a deffl0' 
cracy could arise. For the same reason the French R®v°” 
lution also commenced with a Church crisis. In eith®. 
case, had the dominant Church remained unconquers i 
genuine civil and political freedom would have been an in1' 
possibility. The lesson is not, as Dr. Forsyth thinks, tn® 
freedom is founded in religious belief, but that the power 0 
religious belief must be broken before freedom can asscCi 
itself.

In a letter to his brother—a clergyman—written i®8*1 
before committing suicide, Mr. J. Lucas, ex-M.P. for Ports­
mouth, gave as the reason for his action the fact of n! 
Buffering from a malignant and incurable disease. He 
said, “ I trust to the mercy of Almighty God, who, b®. 
blessed me so abundantly.” With an incurable dis<?®ee 
Sounds like deliberate sarcasm.
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To Correspondents.

i resident’s Honorabium F und, 1914.— Previously acknowledge ,
£146 5s. Received s i n c e F . A-kroyd, • er Bpa0e to 

E. Kidd.—We regret we cannot a or ŷ[r> palmer, 
continue the controversy between S'0“?86 ;nc,ertj0n of several
We have been compelled to decline t T iters addressed letters for and against for the same reaso '
to Mr. Palmer, c/o this office, will be du y ^  ,, in our
, a stiP of the pen we wrote “ Prince Gecj1-fc’e °rt 8h0uld have last week's paragraph on Albanian anairs.
read “ Prince William of Wied.” wishes for Mr.

«■ Beasdall.—Thanks for cuttings an° J ° °  „ etting what one 
Foote’s “ speedy recovery." I t is usele J \  do something to 
camioi do; the main thing is that we can . heart, and you 
promote the interests of a cause that we wav. I f  every
Rppear to be doing what you can in your won‘ia soon he
Freethinker did the same our movement would
11 booming.” , nw yon

AtBeibt (Birmingham).—We really do not n o p eop)e 
managed to read into our reply the c whgn we said that 
cannot be good without theological Belief- , inf, {r0m New 
yon cannot separate New Testament ethica baij  n0 inae. 
Testament theology, we meant that ^ e  based upon the
Pendent existence there, hut was obvi by the conviction theology taught. And that in the main has been tne
°t the Christian Churches until recent ti ■ «  Cohen’s

’'•XiNo.-(i) Pleased to have your aPPr®0' atl° tlernan has not 
tePly to his clerical critic. The «verend genUe he has
^c.epted the offer for an exchange’ , atthough he fears
J’htten that he would like to see it acc p ’ someone else0 undertake it himself. Perhaps he wdl i n d u c e ^  ^  wg
0 take advantage of the offer, l2) ^ ,  Smith’s Theory of «m'a do justice to our opinion of Adam Smith
1 oral Sentiments in a sentence.' inrl-- - Although this work was over- 

-“« c  by his Wealth of Nations, we are of opinion that the 
Scntimcnts was by far the greater worn. It was a 

»luable contribution to ethical philosophy, and will always
GrePay careful study.

• Bedborough.—’The advertisement in the Sunday Times of
, “«gains in Correct-made Lingerie” is, as you say, about
kv,“6 ,hmit." Still, it is only what is being done by religious
cr~°r homes in this country. Regular dealers are brought into
“»Petition with goods manufactured by underpaid labor, and

,,p, r?gnlar workers suffer in consequence. Sweating for » Jurist’s sn.V« " - ............. '■
In,

) addressed to

— « otuKe *' is a well-established form of industry.
• &kroyd.—Thanks for your good wishes for Mr. Foote.
2T« S9 f°r the Editor of the Freethinker should be addri 

1«, ewcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C. 
str08? Notices must reach 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon- 
i u ^ E .C . ,  by first post Tuesday, or they will not be

Pkm *or hterature should bo sent to the Shop Manager of the 
oneer Rreas, 2 Newoastle-street Farringdon-street, E.C., 

The t,n0t to ’’he Editor.
will bo forwarded direct from the publishing 

rates to any Part of the world, post free, at thofollowing 
montlPtepaid One year, 10s. 6d .; half year, 5s. 3d. , three

^he Coming Conference.
to

^ i o ^ V e“ inCl “ Bafn*8 ” onoe more °f thetkkeg secular Society’s Annual Conference, which 
Sail, £  ac° on Whit-Sunday at the Queen’s (Minor) 
hJeetij) n8bam-place. The morning and afternoon 
P t̂uber are Parely tor business and are confined to 
’8 oper/t °£ S. The evening public meeting
the “Sn-°,a^ °omers and every seat is free. I 
> t i L mts ” will do their best to advertise

hope
this

We 0a g’ a  ̂ which I am booked to take the chair. 
Hioh ie^t,0iier fche “ converted infidel” attraction, 
But her easential basis of Mrs. Besant’s appeal; 
fil) )e aU(uenoe in the same blook of buildings will 
Myetj0iB̂ e Botne people who prefer Reason to

G. W. F.

Sugar Plums.
i v  •

attentw  ?lmost the last opportunity we shall have of calling 
Mil b n to the N. S. S. Conference on Whit-Sunday. There 
'B o lu sa | 00d list of speakers at the evening meeting— 
MiSa RI t  ,McBsrs. Foote, Cohen, Lloyd, Moss, Heaford, and 
Bpportuu .^' As admission will be free, this will be a good 
ftieuda ' 7  f°r Freethinkers to introduce their Christian 
sP eaW  „II «  not often that so many of our leading 
Blade of *i"G to he heard at once, and the most should bo 

the opportunity. Those who intend being present

at the Conference luncheon should notify Miss Vance at 
once.

The Secretary of the Edmonton Branch of the N. S. S. 
desires to thank those Freethinkers who supported the 
platform at Edmonton Green on Sunday last. Mr. Cohen 
had a very large meeting, and, with the exception of a few 
casual interruptions, good order was maintained. A Father 
Caverner appears to have been the centre of whatever dis­
turbance there has been, and we are afraid that Secularists 
themselves have been partly to blame for this in making 

too much of him. We strongly advise them to continue 
with their propaganda, and ignore the reverend gentleman 
altogether. In the long run he will find his proper level, 
and the more thoughtful of the public will soon discover 
what that is. Meanwhile, those Freethinkers who are not 
otherwise engaged on Sunday evenings would do well to 
favor the meeting-place with their presence.

After twenty-four years’ open-air lecturing, Mr. Cohen 
had decided on giving this form of propaganda a rest for 
awhile, but he has arranged to deliver a couple of lectures 
in Victoria Park to-day (May 24), afternoon and evening. 
Weather favorable, there will no doubt be a good rally of 
East End Freethinkers.

We have received, after considerable delay, a copy of the 
circular prepared and sent out by the Committee of the 
Ramsey Testimonial Fund. Only a few subscriptions are 
acknowledged on the circular, which was probably drafte 
at an early stage of the Committee’s proceedings. We have 
before expressed the hope that Freethinkers who bear in 
mind Mr. Ramsey’s many years’ work for Freethought will 
subscribe as quickly and as liberally as possible, and we now 
repeat it. The treasurer of the fund is Mr. B. T. Hall, Club 
Union Buildings, 127 Clerkenwell-road, London, E.C. For 
the encouragement of others, we are ready to insert a lis 
of subscriptions to date on receiving it from the official 
treasurer of the fund.

We are informed that our paragraph in the Freethinker 
for May 10 concerning lectures in Regent’s Park was in­
correct in one particular. “ No regular Freethough 
meetings ” should have read “ no regular N. S. S. meetings.”

More Notes.

Mr . R u d y a r d  K ip l in g  consists of a streak of genius 
in a loud and vulgar nature. The latter still sub­
sists in full vigor; the former seems nearly played 
out. What has he done worth reading since his 
“ Recessional,” which, after all, was only imitation 
great work ? “ The Absent-Minded Beggar ’’ with 
its “ Pay, Pay, Pay ! ” refrain was a disgrace to the 
nation, and an insult to the Army. That Mr 
KipliDg thought it rather flattering to Mr. Thomas 
Atkins, and likely to raise money for him, only shows 
his sense of the fitness of things when he tries to be 
serious; perhaps one ought to say when he tries to 
be a serious patriot. Mounted on a political plat­
form, he raves at the opposite party in the language 
of a barrack stable-yard. A few days ago at Tun­
bridge Wells he declared that the Government took 
up Home Rule for the sake of their official salaries, 
and nothing else. Now no Government in the world 
is quite as bad as that. Men’s motives are very 
mixed, and no man would ever be in politics long 
enough to reach the post of Cabinet Minister if he 
had not some disinterested desire for the welfare of 
his fellow oitizens. Even that charge against the 
Liberal Government (of course it never applies to a 
Conservative Government) does not satisfy Mr. 
Kipling. He charges the Liberal, Radical, and 
Socialist members of the House of Commons with 
“ embezzling the public funds ” in voting themselves 
£400. He hasn’t heard, apparently, that the Tories, 
Unionists, Orangemen, and other members of other 
parties with fancy names, take the “ embezzled ” 
money just as cheerfully as the “ thieves ” who 
voted it. Neither has he heard that members of 
Parliament are paid all over the English-speaking 
world, to say nothing of most foreign lands. Mr. 
Kipling has made a lot of money by his books; 
probably hundreds of times more than Shakespeare
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did; better writers than Mr. Kipling have died of 
starvation in England. His financial success de­
pended on the fact that he found a popular craze 
ready to his hand and worked it for all it was 
worth. Upon this stroke of luck it is that he 
presumes to talk so insolently to some of his decided 
superiors. Pausing in his Tunbridge Wells speech 
to take a glass of water, he said “ You’ve got to clear 
your mouth for such filth.” Such are the manners of 
“ the poet of Empire.” * * *

Mr. Kipling, as I understand, is a professed Chris­
tian. He is one of those people who are rather for 
maintaining the Blasphemy Laws than for doing 
away with them. Freethinkers must be punished 
for not respecting the feelings of Christians. Had 
any Freethinker drunk cold water at a public 
meeting, on the ground that he had to wash his 
mouth out after talking about such “ filthy ” things 
as Christians and Christianity, Mr. Kipling would, 
we believe, have justified the blasphemous wretch’s 
imprisonment. Thus it always was, and probably 
ever will be. Those who are quiokest in demanding 
consideration for their feelings are slowest in showing 
consideration for the “ feelings ” of others.

* * *
I wonder if the picture of Mr. Kipling as a public 

speaker in Monday’s Daily Mirror had any valid 
pretensions to accuracy. The front view made him 
look all mouth and spectacles below the eyebrows; 
and the cerebrum above the glasses looked worthy 
of an imbecile. Don’t do it again, Mr. Kipling. 
Avoid being caricatured in that way. And by your 
friends, too! * * *

Tennyson could write what is not very wisely 
called patriotic verse. The “ Revenge,” allowing 
for the defect of too much boasting put into the 
mouth of the hero, is a magnificent hallad; and the 
verse at the end, describing the great storm, moves 
like the rise and fall of the tempest-tossed Atlantic. 
Mr. Kipling never did work of that kind, but he 
gained a word of praise from Tennyson for his 
“ English Flag.” That was in 1881. His acknow­
ledgment was about as good as it could be:—“ When 
the private in the ranks is praised by the general, he 
cannot presume to thank him, but he fights the 
better next day.” Mr. Kipling was “ clothed and in 
his right mind ” then. He might have been a better 
poet if he had preserved his modesty. It was well 
said by Longfellow in his sonnet to Tennyson that 
the latter was “ not of the dancing dervishes of 
song.” Unfortunately that fate overtook Mr. Kipling. 
And when he mounts partisan platforms he drops 
the song but wears the costume.

* * *
Shelley was a partisan—in a sense. He espoused 

the side of the people against their deceivers, 
oppressors, and exploiters. And what a gentleman 
he w as! But he was a great poet.

❖  *K
The Christians worship the Bible. Bat worshipers 

seldom study their idol; if they do they become 
iconoclasts. “ Money is the root of all evil ” was 
quoted lately in the Daily Mirror. There is no sueh 
text in the Bible. It is “ the love of money.” If 
you want to know what the Bible says, ask a 
Freethinker. * *

“ The King has been spending five days with his 
soldiers ” a newspaper says. His soldiers ! Another 
thing illustrates the superstition of monarohy. The 
same newspaper, on the same day, described Queen 
Alexandra as “ a miracle of youth and beauty.” I 
don’t like discussing a lady’B age, or appearance. 
But I was a schoolboy when Queen Alexandra and 
the late King Edward were married; and there is 
no miracle of youth and beauty about me. The 
author of the Golden Bough has shown that king- 
ship, and all that flows from it, is one of the ancient 
devices for “ gulling the mobs to keep them under.” 
The kings ruled but the priests really governed.

The king was their man. When he wasn t he 
disappeared. Read the history of King Saul 
that of David. q poOTB.

Christian Apologetics.

V .— P a l e y ’s E v id e n c e s . ( to]i0 
H a v in g  briefly noticed the so-called ‘ aP ' win 
fathers ” and the apologetic work of l ren®ns’„ gvi- 
now take two or three examples from the 0 
dences ” of Paley, in whioh the testimony o ar0
early writers to the truth of Christiani 
adduced. In Prop. I., chap, ix., seo,_ i., 
known apologist makes the following con 
assertion :— ,, s are

“ The four Gospels and the Acts of the Apo 
quoted, or alluded to, by a series of Christian 
beginning with those who were contemporary w  ̂ ^  
apostles, or who immediately followed them, au 
ceeding in close and regular succession from the 
to the present.” (1 j.0g.

This proposition, Paley says, is proved by ^ e -tjDga 
timonies ” whioh he brings forward from the wrl ua8| 
of the following ancient Christians : ®ar/L arp, 
Clement of Rome, Hermas, Ignatius,
Papias, Justin Martyr, Hegesippus, Irenmus, c  
of Alexandria, Tertullian, Origen, etc. The ^ g 
canonical Gospels, as we have already s06”’ . jt 
named and quoted from by Irenmus (A D. 1° ' ’ 0 
will therefore be unnecessary to notice the last ĝ0[ 
writers. It may also be admitted that these g 
Gospels were written between the years A ^  
and 155—and probably in the order Mark,Mat 
John, Luke. The evidence we require is 
existence in apostolic times—say, from A D. 80 fl 
When it is borne in mind that the apostles ^0 
men when called to the apostlesbip in A D. *\ ^
may take it that if they, or their colleagues, 
anything at all, these writings would have bee° 
duced before AD. 70, and have been known I 
named by all Christian writers after that da 
will now call Paley’s witnesses in the order n® ê 
and for convenience will reply to each befo 
leaves the box. . „ of

I. Barnabas, whom Paley oalls “ the compa1?1.,^! 
Paul.” In the Epistle asoribed to this indiv̂ _ ¡s 
are found the following quotations:—“ as 
written, There are many called; few are °b°88 to 
“ he came not to call the righteous, but sin06 
repentance ”—“ Give to every one that asks. 0j’S 

R e p l y  : The writer of this Epistle was not1 * 0 e 
Jewish colleague, Barnabas. He was a r0r 
Christian, who wrote in the reign of the erop. aj 
Hadrian. The first quotation is almost id0® ^  
with Matt. xxii. 14—“ For many are called, but 
chosen.” The second quotation reads :— ea0jj

“ But when he chose his apostles, who were to P ^gtB 
the gospel, [he did so] from among those who 
sinnerB above all men, that he might show that he ̂  
not to call the righteous, hut sinners to repentanc • .

There is nothing in the canonical G ospels w . ¡j 
• ____ i.,____________ ..___ :„r,nrs tm“ .indicates that the apostles were greater sinners g 
other Jews of their tim e; neither is this 
employed in those Gospels in connection wlti.ijre0 
apostles. The quotation is thus given by the 
Synoptists:— bot

Matt, ix, 13.—“ I came not to call the righteous* 
sinners.” _ but

Mark ii. 17.—“ I came not to call the rigbteo 
sinners.” . .¿eOti0i

Luke v. 32.—“ I am not come to call the rigfl 
but sinners to repentance.”

Now, this saying was taken by Matthew, NlanK, a0 
Luke from a more primitive Gospel, and ¡̂j0
does not give the name of any Gospel writer. 1 
third quotation Barnabas says :— ^ eo

“ Thou shalt not hesitate to give, nor murmur ^ 0u 
thou givest. Give to every one that asks ; so aha 
know who is the good rewarder of thy g ift3, 
what thou hast received,” etc. (par. xix.). jcal

The nearest parallel to the foregoing in the cano 
Gospels reads—
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Matt. v' 42.—“■ Give ¡n }iim that aslceth thee, and. . .  no.— cftu
f’’om him that would borrow of thee turn not thou away.”

I turn nest to the “ Shepherd,” written by Hermas 
Iu ^'e second century, and there read : —

" Owe to all the needy in simplicity, not hesitating as 
to whom you are to give. Give to all, for God wishes 
his gifts to be shared among all. They who lave 
received, will render an account to God, why and for 
what they had received,” etc.

5 ere ib is quite clear that the third “ quotation ” of 
Barnabas was not taken from the canonical Matthew, 
where nothing ia said of “ not hesitating,” or of 

receiving,” or of “ gifts ’’—all three being found in 
6 “ Second Commandment ” of the “ Shepherd, 

he other two quotations were derived from the 
Primitive Gospel in use in Barnabas’s time.

!!• Ciement, bishop of Rome, of whom, Paley 
Bays,11 ancient writers, without any doubt or soruple, 
assert to have been the Clement whom St. Paul 
©̂nfcions in Phil. iv. 3 as a fellow-worker.” This 

Element says in his Epistle : —
“ Remembering the words of the Lord Jesns....... for

thus he said: Be pitiful that ye may be pitied ; forgive 
that it may be forgiven to yon ; as ye do, so shall it be 
done to you ; as ye give, so shall it be given to you; as 
ye judge, so shall it be judged to you ; as ye show 
kindness, shall kindness be shown to y ou ; with wiiat
measure ye mete, with the same shall it be measured to Vr>n ”1 you.’

church^,' ^ ementi was an honored presbyter of the 
C0at a“ R°me in the second quarter of the seoond 
ipg .L One of his duties was that of correspond­
i n g 1.,“ ° ^ er churches. His quotations were all 
Pass ir°m the primitive Gospel. The parallel 

S®8 m our Gospels read as follows :—
are the merciful, for they shall obtain 

v cy (v. 7)—“ For if ye forgive men their trespasses 
“ 5 kaavenly Father will also forgive you ” (vi. 14)— 
evo a' soever ye would that men should do unto you, 
shah h° a'S0 un*° ” (vii. 12)—“ Give, and it 
sh i ”e ”'ven unt° y°u ! good measure, pressed down, 
ind 6n t0§eth er” (Luke vi. 38)—“ For with what 
with*11611* iu^Se> y® ahall be judged ” (viii. 2)—“ and 

. what measure ye mete, it shall be measured unto
All th (Viii' 2)‘
thew’R6^ 01̂ 6^0*0 ^ passages, save one, are in Hat- 
ye gjj Gospel. One of Clement’s quotations—“ as 
~-i8 ^ kindness, shall kindness be shown to you ” 

Hi °trm any the canonioal Gospels.
Herm ia8rinas! who, according to Paley, was the 
Pa,W 8 earned in Rom. xvi. 14. His “ Shepherd,” 
°f “ °°utain8 tacit allusions to ib.e Gospels
or on„. - ew > Luke, and John,” but without naming, 

1̂0m’ aQy °t them.
lati0Q Y book of fabricated visions and reve- 
ifc thro Wr'tten about A D. 150. After reading 
othe, , c a r e f u l l y ,  I can find no allusions, tacit or 

IY (se> ,any Gospel.
aucienf pCor.^I1g to Paley, “ Ignatius, as testified by 
a,boat “ Galatian writers, became bishop of Antiooh
In hj ‘' pty-seven years after Christ’s ascension.......
Goalee “ Pities are undoubted allusions to the 

RfiPr Matthew and St. John.”
W i ^ :J?natius was bishop of Antioch for nine 
A.d. j , , 18 career being cut short by martyrdom in 
Rrpou ", Epistles which bear his name were

about a.d. 150-160.
(iQ ycarp, respecting whom Paley says:—

Ve Rp'ycarp had been taught by the apostles ; had con- 
a n with many who had seen Christ; was also by
Poiv • aPP°'nted bishop of Smyrna....... The Epistle of
of B con*a*ns nearly forty clear allusions to books 
and Luk^e,W ^ es*arQen*—more especially to Matthew

^hatf i R°lyearp suffered martyrdom in A.D. 135 ; 
apoâ l 8 "° say, 187 years after the call of the 
erronB 8 (A,d . 28). Paley has simply repeated the 
Rolyc °Ua and misleading statements of Irenseus. 
of j> P 'fas a Pauline Christian, who thought more 
Tq0u , t’ban of all the apostles lumped together. 
John a L®hceus says he was a disciple of the apostle 
W’Rb'th f Qaed to talk of “ his familiar intercourse” 

a" apostle, Polyoarp never once names this

beloved teacher, nor this teacher’s Gospel, in his 
Epistle; neither does he make any mention of the 
other apostles, or of Matthew, Mark, or Luke—-or 
their Gospels. To make up for this remissness he 
quotes from Paul’s Epistles about twenty times, and 
in one place says : “ For neither I, nor any such one, 
can come up to the wisdom of the blessed and 
glorified Paul ” (par. iii ). But Polycarp does quote 
from a Gospel; he says, for instance :—

“ Remember what the Lord said, teaching: 1 Judge 
not, that ye he not judged ; forgive, and it shall be for­
given to you; ha pitiful, that ye may be pitied; w ith  
what measure ye mete, i t  shall he measured to you 
again  ’ ” (par. ii.).

This first saying is exactly the same as Matt. vii. 1, 
and the last (omitting one word) the same as Matt, 
vii. 21. Polyearp would thus appear to have been 
acquainted with Matthew’s Gospel, though the other 
two sayings are from a more primitive Gospel.

VI. Papias, bishop of Hierapolis, who, Paley says, 
“ was a hearer of the apostle John, and a companion 
of Polyearp, as Irenseus attests.” The fact that 
Papias names the Gospels of Matthew and Mark 
“ proves that these Gospels must have borne the 
names of these evangelists at that time, and probably 
long before.”

R e p l y  : Papias and Polycarp were certainly con­
temporaries ; but it is very unlikely that one ever 
set eyes on the other. Papias was a hearer, not 
of the apostle John, but of a presbyter named John, 
connected with a neighboring churoh. Eusebius, 
who had read Papias’s book, comments upon the 
fraudulent statement of Irenseus, and says that it 
was disproved by what Papias said himself. Though 
this ancient bishop ha3 named writings by Matthew 
and Mark, we have no evidence that he saw either; 
he was merely told of their existence by his friend 
the presbyter. Both were written in his day (A.D. 
130—150), but were not yet known to all the 
churches. Papias’s book contained sayings from 
“ unwritten tradition ” and from the “ Gospel 
according to the Hebrews.”

VII. Justin Martyr. Of this writer Paley says :—
“ In Justin’s works, from which might be extracted 

almost a complete life of Christ, there are but two 
instances in which he refers to anything as said or 
done by Christ, which is not related in our present 
Gospels. One of these is a saying of Christ not met 
with in any book now extant—‘ Wherefore also our 
Lord Jesus Christ has said, I d whatsoever I  shall find 
you, in the same I will also judge you.’ The other is 
a circumstance in Christ’s baptism—a fiery or luminous 
appearance upon the water, which is mentioned in the
Gospel of the Hebrews....... All the references in Justin
are made without mentioning the author, which prove 
that the four Gospels were perfectly notorious, and that 
there were no other accounts then extant. But although 
Justin mentions not the author’s name, he calls the 
books ‘ Memoirs composed by the Apostles.’ ”

Re p l y  : In his first Apology (par. 46) Justin states 
that the Christians of his day “ say that Christ was 
horn 150 years ago under Cyrenius.” According to 
this statement, Justin wrote in the year A.D. 156;  
for Quirinius or Oyrenius came into Judsea to super­
intend a registration for taxation in the year a .d . 6 
—and at no other time. At this date the canonical 
Gospels had all been written, though they might not 
yet have come into use in many of the churches. If 
at this time, as Paley states, they were “ perfectly 
notorious,” it is strange indeed that Justin never 
once names one of them. Paley has given two state­
ments of Justin, which are not found in our Gospels : 
to these I will now make some additions.

(1) and (2) —adduced by Paley as all that are given 
by Justin.

(3) Justin says: “ For Joseph not being able to 
find a lodging in the village, lodged in a certain oave 
near the village ; and while they were there Mary 
brought forth the Christ ” (Dialogue 78). In the 
Protevangelium it is recorded that, when near Beth­
lehem, Mary was taken in labor. “ And Joseph found 
a cave there, and led her into it,” etc. In this cave 
Jesus was born.

(4) Justin says of John the Baptist: “ He oried as
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he sat by the river Jordan”—“ while John still sat 
by the river Jordan” (Dial. 49 and 51).

(5) Justin says of the child Jesus: “ For even at 
his birth he was in possession of his power ” (Dial. 88). 
In the Gospel of the Infancy miracles are said to have 
been wrought by the babe Jesus soon after his birth.

(6) Justin says of the man Jesus: “ For when he 
was among men, he was in the habit of working as 
a carpenter, making ploughs and yokes ” (Dial. 88). 
In the Gospel of Thomas it is stated : “ And his father 
was a carpenter, and at that time made vlouqhs and 
yokes."

(7) Respecting the teaching of Jesus, Justin says: 
“ Brief and concise utterances fell from him, for he 
was no sophist ” (1 Apol. 14). This statement clearly 
shows that Justin was not acquainted with the 
Fourth Gospel. Had he read the long rambling 
discourses there, he could not have made it.

(8) Justin says of Christ’s miracles : “ But though 
they saw such works they asserted it was magical 
art. For they dared to call him a magician and a 
deceiver of the people ” (Dial. 69). In the apocry­
phal Acts of Pilate, the Jews accused Jesus of working 
miracles by the aid of magic, after which “ they say 
again, ‘ Did we not say that he was a magician ?’ ”

(9) Justin says of the mockery at the trial: “ For 
also they reviled him, and set him upon the judgment 
seat, and said ‘Judge u s ’ ” (1 Apol. 35). No such 
proceedings are recorded in the canonical Gospels.

(10) Justin says: “ And that these things did 
happen, you can ascertain from the Acts of Pontius 
Pilate ”—“ And that he did these things, you can 
learn from the Acts of Pontius Pilate ” (1 Apal. 35 
and 48). Here we have two plain references to the 
apocryphal Gospel of Nicodemus or Acts of Pilate, 
which Justin cites as a proof of the actual occur­
rence of certain circumstances he had just men­
tioned—which circumstances are all found in the 
extant Acts of Pilate.

It is unnecessary to go further. Justin was 
acquainted with most of the alleged facts contained 
in the three Synoptical Gospels (and found also in 
the primitive Gospel), as well as with the stories in 
the apocryphal Gospels; but as he has never once 
named Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John, or professed 
to draw anything from their Gospels, I can see no 
reason for gratuitously crediting him with a know­
ledge of them—though ail four were in existence 
when he wrote.

Here I bring this inquiry to a close; for Paley’s 
next witness, H6gesippus, wrote about A D. 180.

Looking baok now at Paley’s opening statement— 
that “ the four Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles ” 
can be shown to have been in existence from the 
apostolic age—I can only say that such an assertion 
is truly apologetic. As a simple matter of fact, we 
have not a scrap of evidence which proves that any 
one of the five books named was written in apos­
tolic times, or in any part of the first century. 
Like all modern Christian Evideneers, Paley appears 
to have had no idea that the Synoptical Gospels 
contain within themselves conclusive proof that all 
three were derived from pre-existing writings— 
whose originators are unknown. AbkacadabrA-

Those Wasted Years.

We met again after the lapse of nearly a quarter of 
a century. I was the speaker at a weekly Socialist 
meeting, he was one of the audience, and oertainly 
about the last person of all my former acquaintances 
whom I would have expeoted to meet at such a place.

When last we parted on the shore (so to speak), 
the wild waves were saying something about the 
mysterious ways of God in planting his footsteps in 
the sea and riding upon the storm. We had both 
attended the same Bible class in that long ago, and 
doubtless considered ourselves very good Christians 
and firmly rooted in the faith.

The Bible class consisted of thirty or forty young 
men, and was connected with the Presbyterian

had previously been a Snnday-
' -----— * - v.r,«a table ciroleachurch of which I ---- c .„ ,------- „

school scholar. We sat around a huge table > 
by two rows of seats. The teacher was a 1 ^  a 
terian elder, but scarcely a typical one, being 
strongly evangelical turn of mind. A soboolin  ̂
by profession, he was one of the most narrow-® 
and bigoted men it has ever been my misfortu . ¡g 
meet. I do not say this with any disrespect . 
memory. He was naturally kind and gema» 
was possessed of a sense of "humor quite anaaune 0f 
a Presbyterian elder. But anything in the snap ^  
heresy or heterodoxy, or that did not agree wi 
own doctrinal views, seemed to shrivel up al 
was human in him. I remember well one bu . 
afternoon when the subject of conversation re 1 
to the life of the hereafter and the condition 0 r 
soul in the intermediate state. For some ieas?-0Ojj, 
other, he appealed to me for my views on the suu] ^ 
I have never had much hesitancy at any ti® , 
stating my beliefs, and I replied that I was oert¿\*0) 
of the opinion, as the Soriptures themselves s a 1 
that “ the dead know not anything.” The e .°. ¡a3 
this innocent reply was a display of Chris ^  
bigotry that I have never forgotten. Rising 1 .fl 
his seat, with all the soorn he could command, # 
teacher warned the whole class to shun m0 a 
viper. “ I warn you all,” he said, “ to -i
dealings with that fellow [mentioning me by ca ’ 
not even to speak to him.” Whether it_ waSa0Cji 
magnanimity of my nature, or the passive 00 , 
produced by my religious teaching and environ®6 ’ 
I can truthfully say that I did not then, or 6 
afterwards, feel the least resentment towards 
perpetrator of such outrageous conduct, f-/ 
same zealous servant of God, only a short ti 
ago, on his way to conduct a Sunday morning 6 
vice, without a word of divine warning, or the cba ^  
to bid farewell to those he loved, suddenly 
down dead in the public street. Which is cert»1 ^  
not very convincing evidence that God’s own p6?P J 
as Christians delight to call themselves, are snbj0C  ̂
of his especial care—especially when we set su0 
dreadful end against the fact that the Atb018 
often allowed to die peacefully in his bed. , p

But to return to my friend. At the close of 
meeting, our conversation turned upon the ? 
when we both attended the Bible class, and . 
influences which had brought about onr obao8.g 
outlook upon life. I found that the evolution of 
mind had progressed along lines very similar to . fl 
own. It was the ntter failure of Christianity 10 -0 
industrial world to seoure anything like eoooo  ̂
justice to the toiling masses that had first 8 fl. 
his faith in the orthodox creed. The later re®1 ^  
tion of its failure in every other sphere of 1“? s 
give a satisfactory answer to the many quo8®1 0̂ 
that present themselves to the thinking mind, b® 
its ultimate rejection. My friend had also com0 
see that religion, with its hope of a future reco 
pens9 for the evils and miseries of the present b j  
was taught the people very largely for econo 
reasons. The contentment with the present on] 
social conditions, which was taught by the Churc 
as a Christian virtue, was in reality the suppr0881 
of all that was noble and manly and dignifi00 g 
human nature. If the social lot of the toi ^  
masses was ever to be improved, it would not b0 
religion, but by the application of human thoog 
and human effort. “ And to think,” he said, “ 0 1  ̂
years that we wasted sitting round the table of * 
Bible class, listening to talk which had no rela® 
to any of the concerns of life.” ,ug

Wasted years! Such was his verdict upon  ̂
time we spent listening to the ohildish fairy ®a'0Sc8, 
a smiling faoe hiding behind a frowning provide*1 J  
and a home beyond the skies, and the attempt'8. ^  
the teacher to produce something like theolog1 
order out of the ohaos of inspired Script0 
My friend, as I afterwards learnt, was not by a 
means the only member of that class who had co ^ 
to regard those years in the same light; aDd 0y 
would oertainly be interesting to know how 10 .  ̂
retained the narrow creed they were then tang
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gone to glory“ but others, I know for c°r*a1“̂
went all to the dogs. While the present ware , to relate- ^°nn—

____  _3 3
It may be that in the oourse of years soma are and gone *.n ty ; b

relate, became a contributor to the i  j£ it
It is surely a serious indictment for tb6

can be substantiated that it is re8P ,. b9 the 
waste of so much valuable time. anY 0f us
stuff that life is made of, it has ro - a0bool year 
cî years of life. To sit in the far| f «
after year, singing “ There is a happy 1 appre-
away,” -when-we should have been e ' woaders of
ciate and admire the many beauties childhood's 
the visible world, is not only a was , ^ a 0bild
Sears, it is a sin against its future. d by im-
that man’s chief end is to glorify > relations, 
Plication, that its duties to its pare " j,mt>ort- 
M>d society are of only secondary «  mino^imp ^  ̂
ance, is to distort, it« ~—°, is to distort its views of hfs ® might
responsibilities. It is wasting the time tha g 
otherwise be profitably used to mcu L frnit.
tjpths which in after life would bear valuablewhat m « s -  "  ", T U R T '  i v ,  i  i  — v t u u  i u  p j o a i i  v a n u f t u i O  i i  U I U »

8alem it that the streets of the New Jeru-
the B a ̂  Paved with gold, if want and poverty be 
Where -A00 0i so many here and now, and the 

. for present needs be a source of con- 
man . aaxiety ? What matters it that there are 
pejj ,‘ons above, if countless thousands are com- 
Utjhf t? Pass the only life they know in disreputable, 
prOV0 th ’-aDd overorowded hovels? Better to im- 
We ^te we know than wait for another that

Th °W“ot of’
Gcpm-D h.istory °f Christianity, beginning with its 
6ubgeaSS10n °f Greek and Roman culture, and the 
its "in •■?*' ôut> r°lgn °f ignoranoe and superstition; 
ettectiS18̂ enoe on the futility of moral effort in 
value *•? an  ̂ human improvement, and the absurd 
eteriii£ ]^ac®d on f a^ >  hear witness to the 
Pleti •l'y

p l a c e d  J  I. .VUVBO UW
e of religious teaching, and constitute a com- 

It ¿„„ ^ “'hoation of its indiotment as a time-waster, 
life f0 the control of our____ _ intellectual and sooial

- twenty oenturies, and all that thong
oecessary to offer for our guidance was contentment
J ‘th Present conditions, no matter how nnjuBt
oppressive, and the Bible, as containing all that i

^  necessary for man to know. . ,
, ^he few wasted years lamented by my fn “Ut a drn~ J .iv mv menu are .— 0a ,»»r8 muieuuea oy y q£ waBted

a drop in the ocean of the £g re8ponsible.
'‘‘me ana life for which Christian 3 memberahip of
fortunately, the steadily decreasing namber 0f

ĥe Churches is evidence thaj a 6 time than to 
Psople are finding a better use 0 - a good time

attendance upon the preachers of g
°oming—when you're dead. JOSEPH BExon«.

P r ie s ts  A fra id  o f  R id icu le .
W
least. R.  ̂ae P.riests have the moat power, religion hag the 
the law 0? r g n.9^her appointed by the law of Nature, nor 
te*'giocg . Christ, they are only intruders into the affairs of 
Under th ’ w^‘°h is therefore under a usurpation, while it is 
‘U roost 6ai' ?° that their foundation being falso, they aro 

reduced to support it by false facts and 
C0vQt appearances. And as they are thus obliged to 
It is n aua with fraud, and support one violence by another, 
Under .WotMer that we find it often so carefully hidden 
thosQ j aven.tions, and deformed by absurdities ; and all 
strong hamj'0IlS aud absurdities defended by cruelty and a

by the h^aa®e 1 nmblo of fictions they have the front to call 
°nt of ] •0l  ̂ nam° of religion, and gravely to create faith 
are in ea' And with the grovelling multitude, whose eyes 
fearfni i i° eartlr, all this passes off well enough. They have 
Pared t if *̂ 8 aD  ̂ simplo heads, and so stand always pre- 

ana 4ri! h‘ened or deluded at the priestly word of 
tion frcm ' because the craft lies subject to daily detec- 
talsed 1 *?tional and discerning men, its champions have 
PiinCif!a|OU<n cries and strong prejudices against the two 
I ittean ,,WeaPons, by which their cause is most annoyed ; 
Whi0jj j . e weapons of reason and ridicule; the former of 

"WhatlS00Vers truth, and the latter exposes fraud.
I bave slC1Vil treatment these reverend seers afford to reason, 
koines» °Jvn elsewhore ; and shall handle in this paper, the 
P>ouSa J,° f  ridicule, which they always represent as im- 

11 Profane, whenever it meddles with the cassock ;

and yet always exercise it according to their talents, without 
mercy, when the waggish grave creatures are pleased to be 
arch upon Dissenters or Freethinkers.

To them is no doubt owing, that frequent but false saying, 
now in the mouth of every ignorant; namely, that it is an 
easy matter to make a jest upon religion or the priesthood, 
which, whether they are aware of it or not, is saying that 
their religion and its priests are a jest. For he, upon whom 
the jest is made, does, in effect, make the je s t ; otherwise 
it is none. Religion and virtue cannot he ridiculed; and 
whoever attempts it, by showing himself a villain, raises 
horror instead of laughter, which is the end of ridicule. 
But the vending of grimace for religion, and setting up for 
piety without virtue, are the natural subjects of jeer and 
merriment.

Whoever fears ridicule, deserves ridicule. He is conscious 
of a weak side, and knows that he cannot stand a laugh. 
This is the case of sacred grimace, or gravity, which men 
of sense see to be only a studied restraint laid upon the 
muscles of the face, and the joints of the body, and teach­
ing them to move, not by the impulses of nature, and the 
motions of the heart, but by design, either to attract admi­
ration, or obtain credit, or gain followers. And therefore 
sacred grimace dreads men of sense. However, it is never 
to be set aside ; for this same affected demureness, ridiculous 
as it is in itself, is a solemn bait to catch the mob, whose 
respect always follows their wonder. The vulgar are caught, 
like woodcocks, by the eyes, and led, like calves, by the 
ears ; show and sound lead their fat heads captive. It is 
therefore no wonder, that in popish countries, a showy 
chancel, a curious tall steeple, gilded organs, and a delicate 
ring of bells, keep the many on the parson’s side, make 
them all good churchmen; and always get the better of a 
plain religion, that has its abode only in the heart, and 
wants ali the above-mentioned marks of the true church. 
Besides all this, there is more mirth and more holy days in 
their orthodox faith, than in the contrary scheme, which 
obliges men to earn heaven with the sweat of their brows, 
and take pains to be saved.

These, however, are but small instances of ridicule, taken 
from the force and grimace of an external religion. I shall 
here give instances much more considerable, as well as 
much more ridiculous. Do we not see the pretended suc­
cessors of the apostles, at home and elsewhere, instead of 
making tents, or converting the world, living voluptuously, 
and promoting the excise ? Do we not frequently see the 
ambassadors of God, sent to promote virtue and peace, aud 
the observance of his laws, promoting strife, frequenting 
debauched houses, rooking after wealth, and plaguing and 
reviling their neighbors? Do we not see hoiy men, who 
have the call of the spirit, rioting in all the works of the 
flesh ? Do they not buy livings with money, and then claim 
them by divine right ? Do they not chop and jockey away 
poor parishes for such as are richer, and yet pretend to have 
upon their hands the cure of souls; though, by such vile 
bargaining, they show that they value as little those souls 
which they have just bought, as they do those which they 
have lately sold ? Do not many of them, though they are 
void of ail merit, yet demand great respect; and though 
ignorant, pretend to teach and to reveal God’s will which is 
already revealed, and yet live as though there were no God ? 
And do they not, without obeying God, set up to command 
men ? Do they not seek honor from their cloth which yet 
they dishonor; and do they not for the blackest crimes 
claim sanctuary from the church, which church is the 
people, which people they abuse and deceive ? Do they not 
pretend to mend others, but in truth more idle and proud 
than all others; two qualities neither suited to the welfare 
of religion nor of human society ? Do they not flatter and 
support the worst of tyrants, plague and distress, and often 
destroy the best of kings; and in both cases, do they not 
belie the Holy Ghost, and pervert bis meaning ? Do they 
not pretend to be appointed for the good of mankind, and 
yet always make mankind, wherever they have power, 
thoroughly miserable, base, poor, ignorant, and wicked ? 
And finally, do they not invent vile lies for vile ends, and 
then blasphemously make God Almighty to father them ?

Here is such a motley mixture of opposite principles and 
practices, as will always render those who are chargeable 
with them, the contempt or abhorrence of all men who have 
eyes and understanding. Jest and scorn will subsist as long 
as their causes subsist; and clergymen, of all others, will 
be most exposed to them, while they continue to deserve 
them, because more modesty, truth, and consistency may 
be expected from them than from any others. It is but a 
piece of justice due to religion to ridicule those who, as far 
as they can, ridicule religion, though they set up for its 
defenders. Ridicule, when it has no longer matter to feed 
on, will die of itse lf; and the clergy, to avoid it, have no 
more to do but not to deserve i t ; but to go on complaining, 
without amendment, is to nourish raillery and satire, by 
their own actions.— Thomas Gordon, “ Independent Whig."
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SU N D A Y  LECTURE NOTICIES, Eta.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday 
and be marked “ Lecture Notice ” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
ÜUTDOOS.

B ethnal Green B ranch N. S. S. (Victoria Park, near the 
Bandstand) : 3.15 and 6.15, C. Cohen, Lectures.

Camberwell B banch N. S. S. (Brockwell Park) : 5.45, W. 
Davidson, a Lecture.

E dmonton B ranch N. S. S. (Edmonton Green) : 7.30, J. W. 
Marshall, a Lecture.

K ingsland B ranch N. 8. 8 . (corner of Ridley-road) : 11.30, 
J. W, Marshall, “ The Myth of God ” ; 7.30, Miss K. B. Rough, 
“ Christianity v. Humanity.”

N orth L ondon B ranch N. S. B. (Finsbury Park) : 11.30, Mr. 
Hecht, a Lecture. Parliament Hill : 3.30, Arthur J. Minton, 
M.A., “ What Secularism Owes to the Theologian.” Regent’s 
Park (near the Fountain) : 3.30, Mr. Rowney, a Lecture.

W est H am B ranch N . 8 . 8 . (outside Maryland Point Station, 
Stratford, E.) : 7, Mr. Finch, “ The Folly of Being Good.”

PROPAGANDIST LEAFLETS. New Issue. 1. Christianity a 
Stupendous Failure, J. T. Lloyd ; 2. Bible and Teetotalism, J. M. 
Wheeler; 3. Principles of Secularism, C. Watts; 4. Where Are 
Your Hospitals ? R. Ingersoll. 5. Because the Bible Tells Me 
So, W. P. B all; 6. Why Be Good ? by G. W. Foote. The 
Parson's Creed, Often the means of arresting attention and 
making new members. Price 6d. per hundred, post free 7d. 
Special rates for larger quantities. Samples on receipt of 
stamped addressed envelope.—Miss E, M. V ance. N. S, S. 
Secretary, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.O.

THE LATE
C H IR L E S  B R A D L A U G H , M.P.

Amar'ica’s Fpeethought Newspap®1"’

T H E  T  R  d T h
FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT, J873. 

CONTINUED BY E, M. MACDONALD, 188d EDiToB.
G. E, MACDONALD ... ™ "* /VloSTE180108’
L. K, WASHBURN ... ... ... Editorial cox

SUBSCKIFTION RATES. |3.00
Single subscription in advance — ~  g’oO
Two new subscribers ... — *** g_go
One subscription two years in advanos ••• ex»8

To all foreign countries, except Mexico, 50 cents per a rftte 0f 
Subscriptions for any length of time under a year, a

25 cents per month, may be begun at any ' copieh 
Freethinkers everywhere are invited to send for speetm 

which are free,
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY,

Publishers, Dealers in Freethougbt Books, rr g.A.
62 Vebhy Street, New York.

Determinism or Free W¡l^
B y C. COHEN.

Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd,

A clear and able exposition of the subje°* 1 
the only adequate light—the light of evolti10

A S ta tu ette  Bust,
Modelled by Burvill in 1881. An excellent likeness of the great 
Freethinker. Highly approved of by his daughter and intimate 

colleagues. Size, 6J ins. by 8J ins. by 4J ins.

Plaster (Ivory Finish) ... ... 3/-
Extra by post (British Isles): One Bust, 1/-; two, 1/6.

w ai."r3

The P ioneer P ress 2 Newcastle-street, E .C .; or, 
Miss E. M. Vance, Secretary, N. S. S.

All Profits to be devoted to the N. S. S. Benevolent Fund.

CONTENTS.
I. The Question Stated.—II. “ Freedom” and 
Consciousness, Deliberation, and Choice.—IV. Some 
Consequences of Determinism,—V. Professor James on . 
Dilemma of Determinism.”—VI. The Nature and Impl*®®  ̂
of Responsibility.—VII. Determinism and Character. ' 

Problem in Determinism.—IX. Environment.

PRICE ONE SHILLING N
(Postage 2d.)

Thb Piones» Press, 2 Nawoassle-ssreet, Farringdon-street

T H E  S E C U L A R  S O C I E T Y
(LIMITED)

Company Limited, by Guarantee,
Registered Office—2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, K.G. 

Chairman of Board of Directors—Mss. G. W, FOOTE, 

Secretary—Miss E. M, VANCE,

This Society was formed in 1898 to afford legal seourity to the 
acquisition and application of funds for Secular purposes.

The Memorandum of Association sets torch that the Society’s 
Objects are :—To promote the principle that human conduct 
should be based upon natural knowledge, and not upon super­
natural belief, and that human welfare in this world is the proper 
end of all thought and action. To promote freedom of inquiry. 
To promote universal Secular Education. To promote the com­
plete secularisation of the State, etc., eto. And to do all such 
lawful things as are conducive to suoh objectB. Also to have, 
hold, receive, and retain any sums of money paid, given, devised, 
or bequeathed by any person, and to employ the same for any of 
the purposes of the Society.

The liability of members is limited to £1, in case the Sooiety 
should ever be wound up and the assets were insufficient to cover 
liabilities—a most unlikely contingency.

Members pay an entrance fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent 
yearly subscription of five shillings.

The Society has a considerable nnmber of members, but a much 
larger number is desirable, and it is hoped that some will be 
gained amongst those who read this announcement. All who join 
It participate in the control of its business and the trusteeship of 
its resources. It is expressly provided in the Articles of Associa­
tion that no member, as such, Bhall derive any sort of profit from 
thi Society, either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in 
any way whatever.

The Society's affairs are managed by an elected Board of 
Directors, consisting of not less than five and not more than 
twelve members, one-third of whom retire by ballot) eaoh year,

but are capable of ra-eleotion. An Annual General 
members mnBt be held in London, to receive the KeP0̂ rjge.
new Directors, and transact any other business tba) may 1¡u)itsdl 

Being a duly registered body, the Seoular Society, ^ riW1
with absolute 
so are invited tô  ^ 0if 

uuuuiuiuua, ujl uu uiboh a. ^uoa« ... Society s xavor, ĝlob1 
wills. On this point there need not be the slightest appr® nto(8
T+ in  n n i f a  i « n  v in n ili L I  Q f.n  O a l  O.a’ir io  a rm V l Awt.CI. T f l G  C X  n

can receive donations and bequests
Those who are in a position to do — —  ----  ,
donations, or to insert a bequest in tbe Society’s favor

It is quite impossible to set aside suoh bequests. " ourse u*
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary io

be®
33

administraliion. No objection of any kind has been 
connection with any of the wills by which the p°° 
already been benefited. 01j

The Society’s solicitors are Messrs. Harper and Ba»-'0 
Rood-lane, Fenohurch-street, London, E.G. fl)

A Form of Bequest.—The following is a sufficient
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators:—“ I £  
“ bequeath to the Seoular Society, Limited, the sum ° ^
“ free from Legacy Duty, and I direct that a receipt 
“ two members of the Board of the said Society and the p tJj® 
“ thereof shall be a good discharge to my Executors 
“ Baid Legacy.” wjlls,

Friends of the Society who have remembered it in tn tary 
or who intend to do so, should formally notify the oe° E0 w»11 
the fact, or send a private intimation to the Chairman, 0S9ry> 
(if desired) treat it as strictly confidential. This is not n 
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes get lost or m*8 0y,
their contents have to be established by competent testi
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n a t i o n a l  s e c u l a r  SOCIETY.
President: G. W. FOOTE. aCi

Secretary : Miss B M. Yancn, 2 Newcastle-st. - 0

P rin c ip le s  a n d  ob^ f . s ' baBcd on reason
Secularism teaches th a t  conduct should guidance or
and knowledge. I t  knows nothing «« a| d fears; it 
interference; it excludes supernatural nop ,-jy. a8 his 
regards happiness as man’s proper aim. a

* S S S S . « . . .  P ro g ....  i .  p0S S S b.

« ? £  i w w " “ 4”m 01
thought, action, and speech. . ¿„„.««d bv reason

Secularism declares that theology is eo - bjevonB, and as superstitious, and by experience as 
assails it as the historic enemy of Progress. yj.jon; to

Secularism accordingly seeks to dispe P rationalise
^read education; to disestablish religion . t o  *a» ° x W
raorality; to promote peace; to dlg“ hy aoif .government of material well-being; and to realise the S the people.

MiCnilJRi'Slllp. signing the• person is eligible as a mem er 
allowing declaration:—

'I desipo I-! ■*
.» Person 

decls
join the National Secular Society, and I

^ihoti^g ^niitted  as a member, to co-operate in

Wants
; its abjeots.”

F R E E T H O U G H T  P U B LIC A TIO N S .

Liberty and Necessity. An argument against 
Free Will and in favor of Moral Causation. By David 
Hume. 82 pages, price 2d., postage Id.

The Mortality of the Soul. By David Hume. 
With an introduction by G. W. Foote. 16 pages, price Id., 
postage Jd.

An  Essay on Suicide. B y D avid H um e. W ith  
an Historical and Critical Introduction by G. W. Foote, 
price Id., postage Id.

From Christian P ulpit to Secular Platform. 
By J. T. Lloyd. A History of his Mental Development. 
60 pages, price Id., postage Id.

The Martyrdom of Hypatia. By M. M. Manga- 
sarian (Chicago). 16 pages, price Id., postage id .

The Wisdom of the Ancients. By Lord Bacon. 
A beautiful and suggestive composition, 86 pages, reduced 
from Is. to 3d., postage Id.

A Refutation of Deism. By Percy Bysshe 
Shelley. With an Introduction by G. W. Foote. 32 pages, 
price Id., postage id.

Life , Death, and Immortality. By Percy Bysshe 
Shelley. 16 pages, price Id., postage id .

*1 (hlr'em.
P u p a tio n  ................................................................................

T Dated th is ................day o f .......................................190 ........
with l.8P^c*arati°n should be transmitted to the Seoretsry
P ,S u b sc r ip tio n .

njemb6^0^  a onninium of Two Shillings per year, every 
his >v, 01 18 ‘e^  to fix his own subscription according to 

“Mans and interest in the oanse.

Th0 L ■ .i!nn,e(Uaie Practical Objects.
thought 5̂ i^ t io n  of Bequests to Secular or other Free- 
heterodn i5°Ĉe.*’es' *or the maintenance and propagation of 
cotlditioOX 0Pmions on matters of religion, on the same 
0t8ikni8̂ o aa aPP!y to Christian or Theistio churches or

1'eligfon̂ *)0^tion of the Blasphemy Laws, in order that 
out ff.„ „ l4?ay he canvassed as freely as other subjects, with- 

The n fine or imprisonment.
Church» 1?establishment and Disendowment of the State 

Tho Ab'r ®n8 ân<̂ ' Scotland, and Wales.
¡a Scho |0 lt>0n of all Religious Teaching and Bibl6 Reading 
by the or other educational establishments supported

^Idreu P̂oning of all endowed ednoational institutions to the 
The ^?uth of all classes alike.

°f Suud br°Sation of all laws interfering with the free use 
Stin,} ay . the purpose of culture and recreation ; and the 
aDd Ai*.°Pe,n*ng of State and Municipal Museums, Libraries, 

A Ref^ 8,1 eries.
equal the Marriage Laws, especially to seonre
aQd fft„;i..lce t°r husband and wife, and a reasonable liberty 

The E ty °f di™rce.
that all Tnahsation of the legal status of men and women, so

The pri8hts may be independent of sexual distinctions.
ir0t0 t)i r°tection of children from all forms of violenoe, and
PiernnK? gr,eed of those who would make a profit out of their T«ature iabor_
1°Bte^nA,b°lltion °f ah hereditary distinotionB and privileges, 
brotherb’Q0a 8Phit antagonistic to justioe and human

iitiojj0 | ’?Provemont by ail just and wise means of the oon- 
‘b town* da'ly life tor the masses of the people, especially 
dweli;n ,8 &nd oities, where insanitary and incommodious 
Woakuê 8’ and the want of open spaces, cause physical 

The p8 and disoaaJ« and the deterioration of family life. 
*tself f0 r<?£n°tion of the right and duty of Labor to organise 
'W o *  I 3 moral and economical advancement, and of its 

The s, >gai Pr°tection in such combinations.
iu “ titutioD of the idea of Reform for that of Punish- 

*0llger be, , treatment of criminals, so that gaols may no 
but piac P aces of brutalisation, or even of more detention, 
those W]'H °t Physical, intellectual, and moral elevation for 

An Ext* &tu ahhotod with anti-sooial tendencies, s s  nsion of the moral law to animals, so as to secure 
The pmaue treatmunt and legal protection against cruelty. 

tQtion o,rr otlon o* Peace between nations, and the substi­
tutional ( . rh*tration for War in the settlement of inter-

Footsteps of the Past. Essays on Human
Evolution. By J. M. Wheeler. A Very Valuable Work. 
192 pageB, price Is,, postage 2 Jd.

Bible Studies and Phallic Worship. By J. M.
Wheeler. 136 pages, price Is. 6d., postage 2d.

Utilitarianism. By Jeremy Bentham. An Impor­
tant Work. 32 pages, price Id., postage id .

The Church Catechism Examined. By Jeremy 
Bentham. With a Biogrophical Introduction by J. M. 
Wheeler. A Drastic Work by the great man who, as 
Macaulay said, “ found Jurisprudence a gibberish and left 
it a Science.” 72 pages, price (reduced from Is.) 3d, 
postage Id.

The Essence op Religion. By Ludwig Feuerbach. 
“ All theology is anthropology.” Buchner said that “ no 
one has demonstrated and explained the purely human 
origin of the idea of God better than Ludwig Feuerbach.” 
78 pages, price 6d, postage Id.

The Code of Nature. By Denis Diderot. Power­
ful and eloquent. 16 pages, price Id., postage id .

Leoters of a Chinaman on the Mischief of
M issio n aries . 16 pages, price Id., postage id .

Biographical Dictionary of Freethinkers— 
Of All Ages and Nations. By Joseph Mazzini Wheeler. 
355 pageB, price (reduced from 7s. 6d.) 3s., postage 4d.

A Philosophical Inquiry Concerning Human 
L iberty . By Anthony Collins. With Preface and Anno­
tations by G. W. Foote and Biographical Introduction by 
J. M. Wheeler. One of the strongest defences of Deter­
minism ever written. Cloth, I s . ; paper, 6d., post Id.

P A M P H LE T S  BY C. C O H EN .

An Outline of Evolutionary Ethics. Price 6d., 
postage Id.

Socialism, Atheism, and Christianity. Price Id.,
postage Id.

Christianity and Social Ethics. Price Id.,
postage id .

Pain and Providence. Price id., postage |d .

THE PIONEER PRESS,
2 Newcastle-streot Farringdon-street, London, E.C
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THE BIBLE HANDBOOK
F O R  F R E E T H I N K E R S  A N D  E N Q U I R I N G  C H R I S T I A N S .

BY

G. W. F O O TE  and W. P. BALL.

N E W  A N D  C H E A P E R  E D I T I O N
Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.

W E L L  P R IN T E D  O N GO O D  PAPER AND W E L L  BOUND.

In Paper Covers, SIXPENCE— Net,
(Postage lid.)

In Cloth Covers, ONE SH ILLIN G — Net.
(Postage 2d.)

ONE OF THE MOST U S E F U L  BOOKS E V E R  P U B L IS H E D .

IN V A L U A B L E  TO F R E E T H IN K E R S A N SW E R IN G  C H R IS T IA ^

THE PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, L O N D O N H ^

P I O N E E R  P A M P H L E T S -

N ow  being issued  by th e  Secu lar Society , Ltd.

No. I__BIBLE AND BEER. By G. W. Foote.
FORTY PAGES—ONE PENNY

Postage: single copy, id. ; 6 copies, l |d . ; 18 copies, 3d.; 26 copies, 4d. pirosi oît 

No. II__D E IT Y  AND DESIGN. By C. Cohen.
[A Reply to Dr. Alfred Russel Wallace.)

THIRTY-TWO PAGES—ONE PENNY.
Postage : Single copy, id. ; 6 copies, lid , ; 18 copies, 2id. ; 26 copies, 4d. (parasi post).

No. I l l__M IS TA K E S  OF MOSES. By Colonel Ingersoll.
THIRTY-TWO PAGES—ONE PENNY.

Postage: Single copy, id.; 6 copies, l |d . ; 18 copies, 2 id .; 26 copies, 4d. (parcel post).

IN  PREPARATION.

No. IV.— C H R IS T IA N IT Y  AND PROGRESS. By G. W. Foote.

- - .¿1

No. V . -M O D E R N  M A TER IA LISM . By W. Mann.

Sp ecia l Term s for Q u an tities for F ree D istribution  or to A dvanced
S ocieties.
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