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, one appears to perceive that intellectual cowardice 
,S as disreputable as physical cowardice.

— W il l ia m  R o m a in e  P a t t e r s o n .

More Notes.

b̂ori6ra* years ago (I cannot fix the date without 
y Vf18 re êrence) I spent a week at Brighton with 

to j,0„® an  ̂one of our ohildren. Their object was

^___ y*. OUiL»»
potions reference) I  spent t
f y Wife and one 0£ our clail------  -------—J V .
“ «eep me com pany. M y ob ject was to  piok up 
rength after recovering from  an attack o f influenza. 

Z Q6ver bought clothes in m y life  until I  was obliged 
2  a“ d on th is occasion  I  had to  purchase a new 
t> ®r°oati, partly to  keep me w arm  on the w indy 
° nghton front, and partly  because my old overooat 
r~as I was inform ed, and could  not honestly  deny—  
“ ad got to look quite disreputable for a man in  my 
Position, walking out w ith  a lady. The new garm ent 

not an expensive one, bu t it did cred it (at t. ie 
RriC8’ as they say) to  my tailor, and I  rather Mancie 
/• ^es, and I  fancied  m yself in  it, t o o ;  fo r  I  defy 

“ an in the world, or any w om an either, to 
pain indifferent to the elevating effect o f new 

^ u ien t. Em erson was perhaps oynioal, though prob- 
) 3  ̂ quite accurate, when he reported  a pious 
, ay as saying that the consciousness o f being well- 

eased gave her a support w hich  religion  was 
P°Werle8s to afford. * *  ,

t ^5*t how we are paid out, after all, for giving way 
“ these little flatteries! When I went baok to my 

p“ginga one day for dinner I found a Christian 
, 'denoe paper amidst a packet of things sent down 
“ me from London. It was of no importance then, 
. “ its name is of no importance now. It was one 

.th e  many insignificant journals I have known 
> “ 8 . the past forty years, that have done their 
... 1 little best to prove Christianity^ divine y 
“Ooh^t diaPlays °i eIJvy, hatred, malice, and a
“ Ereeth  ̂i!8n ŜS- — and absolutely nothing else, 
guard » u o er " in their vocabulary meant “ black- 
meant « ° eoulaG8t” meant “ rascal,”  and “ Atheist” 
“sed .̂.•i,BconEdrel.” Other “ infidel” terms were
1°”? with similar “ Christian oharity. Had tne 
Wif1 nS in tiieae journals possessed rny brig .n

might have done considerate miaoh . 
i he laughter they raised, however, was usually in 
the 'Wrong place The moment these “ organs 
The6 !*0rn th0y started on the way to obhvion. 
; a“y lacked the first virtue of a periodical. They 
he»6- Doti interesting. People soon get l  
¡ ^ « ugBradlaugh called a liar, a blackguard, a thief,
Whdn)°ther ePithets from the venerabie 0 0“ ® ^ 3 o a î 

hat Arnold called “ the amenities of theological
tW m VerBy-” Even th0 “ pi'0°fa” were “ 2* y^ lhrilhng when read {or thB first time. On the
£ ° n d  reading they had all the dullness o f  their
¿ pidlty- It was obvious to any person of common
Jgaoity  that Bradlaugh (or any other nam e you  like)
>  °nly not accused of murder because such a
fanrP  lnv°lved the production of a corpse. Rink
f ï tl0l8m Prcvided the only readers of these de-
<.®d®ra u£ the faith ”  after a brief career, and the
h ° al aPPeals for  cash to  sustain the only real
airier to the wave of infidelity which wa3 surging 1.718

against the cause of Christ, were followed by death­
bed groans, and then—silence. The thing was dead, 
and forgotten before there could be a funeral, with 
half-a-dozen mourners. Time, the collector, picked 
it up and threw it into the bag he carries with alms 
for oblivion. (I beg Shakespeare’s pardon for bring­
ing him, even for a moment, into such company).

* * *
Well, one of the contributors to that particular 

number of that particular sample of Christian Evi­
dence journalism, reported what must have tickled 
my friends amazingly if they had come across it. I 
had been seen at Brighton, where I was “ living on 
the fat of the land ” (as if I ought to have shown a 
Christian preference for the lean) and walking about 
“  gorgeously attired.” The joke nearly did for me on 
the spot. My wife collapsed dangerously. Fortu­
nately, the dinner was brought in just then; it was 
sweet-smelling, we were very hungry, and it appealed 
to us with all the power that Esau’s venison exer­
cised on poor old father Isaac; so we “ fell to ” as 
they say at beanfeast dinners, and the devastating 
effect of that Christian Evidence joke (unconscious, 
and therefore all the more effective) was arrested.

* *
How did the Christian Evidence reporter learn 

that I was living on the fat of the land ? Perhaps 
it was a general conclusion. I don’t think I ever 
looked averse to a good dinner. Certainly not in 
those days. Christians, who are so indifferent to 
the meat whioh perisheth, might call a chop and 
potatoes (with or without tomato sauce, d la Pick­
wick) the fat of the land. In a certain way it is— 
and in a certain way it isn’t. It is a palatable and 
nourishing dish—if the Vegetarians will let the 
statement pass, as a relative one, for the sake of 
argument; but a more luxurious repast is easily 
conceivable. If I may make a personal confession, I 
agree with the late George Gissing, and some 
American friends too, that English cooking is not 
the worst, but much nearer the best, in the world. 
I like good food, well cooked, and I like to know 
what I am eating. I doubt if the vary best English 
public-house dinners (with an appetite, of course ; 
the appetite is indispensable—and preferably after 
an agreeable walk with a “  pal ”) can be beaten any­
where on this planet. Everything plain, everything 
nicely done, the meat and the vegetables well- 
matched, and the sauces in bottles on the table 
rather than too much in evidence on the plates, and 
one “ sweet ” if you want it, and a “  pinch ”  of 
Stilton, Cheddar, or Cheshire (no longer list)—this, 
on ordinary days, if not on days of celebration, is a 
dinner for a man. I da not speak for the ladies. I 
leave them to speak for themselves. There may 
well be organic differences of taste in the two sexes.

But the question with which the last paragraph 
opened has not yet been answered. How did the 
Paul Pry reporter penetrate the arcana of our daily 
menu ? Was he a friend of the landlady’s ? Was 
he acquainted with the servant ? Did he “  tip ” the 
errand boys at the batcher’s, the greengrocer’s, and 
the provision dealer’s, where my wife bought our 
meat, vegetables, fruit, bacon and eggs, and oheese 
—for information as to our purchases ? Or did he 
extract it from them at Sunday-school on the blessed
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Sabbath afternoon ? Possibly, as I have already 
hinted, the “  fat of the land ” was a guess, not 
exaotly in the dark. But what was the explanation 
of “ gorgeously attired ” ? That new overcoat must 
have given me away. No doubt its value had been 
immensely exaggerated. But what an imagination 
the Christian reporter must have had to represent 
me, and what an imagination the Christian reader 
must have had to accept the description of me, as 
“ gorgeously attired.” Me ! Gorgeous ! And all on 
the strength of what was a very common-priced 
overcoat! Some of my lady friends laugh at that 
“  gorgeously attired ” still.

I have just been informed of another characteristic 
Christian Evidence story. I have frequently referred 
to my insomnia. Readers ask me questions about 
it, and get their answers. Some send me advice on 
the subject. They all mean well, and they all have 
my thanks; although I should never edit another 
number of the Freethinker if I followed them all 
together, nor would life be long enough to follow 
them all separately. Now insomnia is a curse. I 
am not proud of it—like the old lady in the hospital 
who, when the late King Edward was operated on 
for appendioitis, told a visitor that her complaint 
was the same as the King’s, only she had it in the 
feet. I am not proud of insomnia, although I share 
it with Lord Rosebery and other distinguished 
people. I could wish it farewell to-night and 
“ dote upon its very absence ” ever afterwards. 
Insomnia is a curse, and the Christian Evidence 
people say that “ God ” has sent it to me as a punish­
ment for my “  infidelity.” It is gravely stated that 
I may be seen walking by the water at Southend 
every night, tormented with remorse, and bending 
under the Almighty’s chastisement of the deprivation 
of sleep. * * *

Let me pause to tell an old story. Cuvier, the 
great naturalist, was asked what he thought of the 
definition of a Crab in a new dictionary. It was 
defined as a red fish that walked backwards. “ Well,” 
said Cuvier, “ the crab is not a fish, it is not red, and 
does not walk backwards. With those three excep­
tions the definition is a very good one.”

* * *
Now I am not “ bending”—at least physically; 

but am as upright as ever, the result of almost daily 
exercise ; I rarely walk about at night, especially in 
the winter ; and I don’t look in the least like a man 
tormented with remorse—or anything else. My life 
has been singularly free from pain; a faot whioh 
may somehow be connected with another fact—that 
the temperature of my blood never rises. As for 
“  remorse ” itself, I laugh at the very idea. Any 
earthly or heavenly Being who punished me for 
exeroising my own intelligence would only prove that 
he was devoid of intelligence himself. On the other 
hand, I never wilfully injured a fellow-mortal; I am 
capable of mistakes, but not of crimes; my tempe­
rament is, if anything, too sympathetic; I can 
hardly see a strange child ory in the street without 
joining in ; and there are things in literature—Lear, 
for instance, over the dead body of Cordelia—whioh, 
with all my experience on the platform, I have never 
been able to read aloud. Not even alone in my 
study, preparing for a Shakespearean lecture, and 
practising the recitation of illustrative passages. I 
have tried, and tried, and summoned up the stern 
forces of self-control, and reminded myself of the 
claims of art, but I have broken down every time, 
with a feeling that all one could do was to grope 
about, as it were, in the darkness of grief for a 
consoling touch of the Master’s hand.

* * *
Anybody who visits Southend for the sake of 

seeing me bowed down with remorse by the seashore 
at night—a sort of Byron of the beach—will make 
a poor investment of his time and money. I strongly 
advise him not to trust so much in Christian 
advertisement. G> ^  Foote<

W hy We Exist.

A fobtnight ago I wrote three “ Acid Drops i®
reply to a letter received from a clergyman who baa
been given a copy of the Freethinker. I did not
mention the name of the writer of the letter, and do
not intend doing so now, as, although there Jj*
nothing private about the communication, I am no
sure that he would care for his name being maos
public. He has, however, in another letter, reph®
to the paragraphs, although he says he would have
preferred a written communication. I hardly know

18 n°t likely that he would convert mej,®f
that I should convert him. Those who have studied- maythe subjects at issue with any _
betaken to have their opinions fairly well 86 ¿0
and in 3ueh oases the expression that one is rea 
be converted really means little more than tha ^  
one is willing to receive the other’s arguments 
reply to them. The chief value of such discus8 
lies in their giving to the general public an 
tunity of seeing both sides of the question 8 j 
And if this reverend gentleman really desires “ ^  
his case against Freethought, the columns o 
journal are open.

In reply to the writer’s wonder why the 
should be published, I said that one reason ^  
publication was that it said what could not he 
in other papers. In reply to this my critic 
'I  think that to be a mistake. Oar press 81 

open to every shade of thought and op> 
Now, without being either impolite or cone8 
I think I may say on that point that I— °5

much be*" 
what i* !B

columns
Freethinkffor i*B

other Freethought advocate — am a 
authority than my critic. We know

P.Dbli®
Mil diy

noB1’
to try and get our opinions before the 
through the channels of the ordinary press, 
heretical communications from men whose 
tion makes it dangerous for editors to 
may appear; but uncompromising expression8 

88thought opinion are boyootted in every P ^  
in Great Britain. Sometimes editors refuse * ^ g 
gladly, at other times they are refused be®® ^ 
they dare not print them. This is not only tr8  
papers; it is true of publishers. Quite reoent y>̂  
manuscript of my own was returned from 0,1 j¡(
our oldest publishing firms with a confession * ^
despite a flattering report from the firm’s r0® jr 
they dare not publish for fear of offending * .
clients. On the whole, the British Press is, pefb v 
as oowardly as any on the face of the earth. . j0.

Here is a sporting offer to this reverend geD 
man—one that I feel sure the editor of this 
will agree with. If he really feels convinced that „ 
press is open to every shade of thought and opiDl° ’0{ 
let him try and arrange for, say, four article® 
mine, stating the Freethought position, in eitn® 
newspaper of standing or in one of the relig1® 
weekiys. In return, let him, or some other oler» 
man, put their case in an equal number of arti ^  
in the Freethinker. In that case we shall 8®‘ 
aohieve our end. He is desirous of converting 
thinkers; we are desirous of converting Christ'1®1 . 
And this is clearly the best plan of reaching 0 ^  
classes. If this oan be brought about, we shall b 
had a demonstration that the press of Great Bn 
is less bigoted than Freethinkers believe it to be-

I am next told it is irrelevant to say that 
Freethinker expresses what a large number of P01°P0 
either oannot say or dare not say, and in any 0 0 
there is no proof that we are expressing 40 cy 
thoughts. I confess I see neither the irreieY® 
nor the absence of proof. Want of power to vert*  ̂
express feelings or nasoent oonviotions, and waDta0, 
courage to say outright what one believes to be tr ' 
are among the plainest faots of everyday experie0 , 
The first is a natural incapacity, pure and simp 
the latter due more to social pressure. When a &  ̂
finds the welfare of himself and those dep8D e%. 
upon him likely to be seriously injured by tb0 ^  
pression of heretical opinions, there is small v,0°a0t 
that he hesitates before speaking out. I
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applaud the reticence; neither do I, without quali 
lion, condemn it. Tha fa.nlf. Kan far mnrfi wil.V those who The fault lies far more with

penalise honesty of speech than with 
b0̂  to the storm
those who, for one reason or another, feel bound '"nd to thn nf-r«*—

The

although 
which to

8pe , guarantee that the Freethought writer or 
feei t6r, 18 Putting into words what a large number 
given!t brue’ it seems to me, lies in the reception 
idea 8 message. No one can elicit response to an 
We it encounters a mind fitted to receive it.
Ql): .ee tuis admitted in the expression that public 
teach"11 18 " r*̂ a ” or *s nob "  •'•P0 ” ôr a certain 
i8 witĥ K" witb the teacher himself the idea
ablet*1 *n a D6bulous form long before he is 
it8 D 0 expresa it in words. And when it is expressed 
UDonfv.er depend very largely, if not entirely, 
Peon! 116 exben.t to which it interprets what other 
rantfl6 are deling upon that topic. The only gua- 
ain J**1eally needed that the Freethinker is expres- 
Put inf ab a âr6e number of people cannot so well 
reguired WOr̂ s bbiat it i0 alive. No other proof is
tĥ rePly to my statement that our object is to tell 

futh about religion, we are told :—
f statement implies an active, positive setting
°rth of what is believed to be the truth. But if I may 

judge from the one issue (April 5) your chief motive is 
0 ®bow that what other people believe is uot true— 
ather than to put forward positive truth.”

h6]i°w’ ib might be replied that to prove to a 
“ Do v* nbab ^is beliefs are false is a very 
(jQri ®vlve ” piece of work. For this can only be 
kno\v Bbow*ng that the belief is contrary to some 
oinlfi D{ brDbb* or conflicts with some accepted prin- 
one • rea?or1, And, as a matter of fact- 
jadei8SCe rabbler a narrow ground on 
f̂tihi a PaPer °b thirty-three years’ standing—every 

of 6 ln bhe issue of April 5 contains positive truth 
cate *K?Porbant character. They at least indi­
e s  . 0 believers a point of view from whioh to 
ap ln® religious beliefs that may cause them to 
Dan ai In ^ b 0 a new light. And this point of view 
Publ’00^  be obtained in specifically Freethooght 
poj |?abi°ns. Believers will not hear it from the 

( bhey will nob read it in the religions press, 
bhat d° bbie*r best week after week to ignore the fact 
°ur thought has completely revolutionised

uowledge concerning religious beliefs. How 
will a church congregation learn from the 
°b the demonstrated truth that all existing 

the fnS ^ 0ity and of a future life are derived from 
thi8 8ar'Strioken brain of the primitive savage ? And 
bhe 18 ?n.*y one question out of many. For all that 
gjji P°*pit does to the contrary, the mass of wor- 
°ent 8 -m^bit still be living in the eighteenth 
of . ? ry mstead of in the twentieth. And how much 
fQr , j0 bruth would appear in other directions, but 
gand 6 6xjsb° nC 0 of an active Freethought propa- 
stifi a’ wbioh, in spite of many serious obstacles, 
^hd 1?iariaSes to force some recognition of the truth, 
an i,bhe positive truth is there, and is emphasised, 
pro 0 0  time. It is the natural that is used to dis- 
u8ede bhe supernatural. The strength of man is 
of io abolish the providenoe of God ; the principle 
If jaaD8ation to negative the idea of the miraculous, 
been mere petulance to ory out that one is negative 

use one’s belief is threatened. 
iUy critic ia Km rni'i o o a thaf i should say he would

touch
Pulpit

surprised did he know the class of readers to
be- 0nbie is surprised that 
'vhonj
to.6ant

"the

‘“ «ant u10 freethinker appeals. Well, what was 
Wfretb by the doubt expressed in his first letter, 
lectu f r bhe paper could possibly appeal to intel- 
awarai men ? I wrote what I did because I am 
bhe jp bbie oar0iully nurtured superstition that 
•Piter r̂ ei^ n êr is conducted by illiterate men for 
the p r0a<iers. Of course, those who know 
¿now1Tetpinker know to the contrary. They 
Freetj, ■ ,hat for sheer hard brain work the 
in lnher is the equal of any paper published 
c o ln "6^  ®fibain. Those who write in its 
dishoJ38 • exPress bheir views plainly, and without 

compromise. There is no attempt to 
the » respectables,” and their revenge is to

keep alive the delusion that the paper is “  gross,” 
“  offensive,” “  ignorant,” etc., etc. All quite false, 
but all evidently useful, since the charges alone are 
enough to keep the timid and cowardly “ respectable ” 
public from giving it the support that it might other­
wise receive. Strong and brave men have always 
recognised the value of the paper; but strong and 
brave men are, unfortunately, in the minority.

Finally, we have the question of propaganda. I 
am told that if we had any hope of making men 
happier, or if we had a better religion, my oritio 
could understand our wishing to convince people. 
He could “ understand the man who believed in 
nothing, but I cannot see why he should want to 
destroy suoh belief, whioh, he oould see, was at least 
some comfort to his friend who held it.”

One feels inclined to reply, “  Thou sayest it.” 
This reverend gentleman has supplied one of the 
reasons for Freethought propaganda in the act of 
wondering what possible reason there is for its exist­
ence. His own attitude shows the need for Free- 
thought work, and I sincerely hope that in future 
he will read the Freethinker with something like 
regularity. How can a man believe in nothing ? 
All this reverend gentleman means is that the Free­
thinker does not believe in some of the things he 
believes in. And it is equally true that he does not 
believe some of the things we believe. He is as 
negative to us as we are to him. Ha would destroy 
some of our beliefs as we would destroy some of his. 
What a hard thing it is for some people to realise 
that the distance between A and B is not a bit 
greater or leaser than the distance between B and A.

Of course, we see that the religious man’s beliefs 
give him comfort. But why stop there ? The state­
ment is true of nearly everybody and nearly every­
thing. Do not the Hindoos find “ comfort ” in their 
beliefs ? And yet we have missions for their con­
version. Does not the belief in the Jewish religion 
yield comfort? Bat we have a society for the con­
version of the Jews. Does not drinking whisky or 
eating beefsteak give comfort ? Bus we have 
ravenous vegetarians and fiery teetotalers pursuing 
an energetic propaganda. And may it not be that 
the Atheist finds comfort in his beliefs ? Why, then, 
trouble about correcting anybody ? If the rule is 
good in one direction, it is good in all directions. 
Are we, then, to let everybody alone ? Or are we to 
conclude that the cry, “ Let me alone; I am com­
fortable where I am !” is the cry of a coward unwil­
ling to play his part in the battle of life ? Strange 
thaS a Freethinker should have to point out to a 
clergyman that the duty of determining what is true 
should rank higher than the desire to feel comfort­
able !

It may be startling to my critio, but we really 
have hopes of men becoming better. Nay, we believe 
we have made men better. We have taught men to 
see in co-operation and intelligence the conditions of 
human betterment. We have taught them that 
true rewards and penalties in the sphere of conduct 
lie in the effects of conduct on our own natures. 
We have taught that to care for each other for the 
sake of man is better than hating eaeh other in the 
name of God. We have taught men that it is saner 
to judge the value of life from the point of view of 
this world than from that of some fanciful hereafter. 
We have taught men to be serious in thought, brave 
in speech, and straightforward in action. And if 
these things will not make men better and happier, 
then the lot of mankind is indeed hopeless.

C. Cohen.

Discredited Apologetics.

BY “ apologetics ” is meant the so-called science 
which attempts to vindicate, by defence or defensive 
assault, the absolute truth of the Christian religion. 
There are three kinds of apologetics, the funda­
mental, the historical, and the philosophical, but the 
present article is concerned only with the historical,
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which deals with the Divine nature and origin of 
Christianity. The apologists declare that the evi­
dences of the Divinity of Christianity are irrefutable, 
that all attempts to break their force are utterly 
futile, and that consequently anti-Christians are 
without a rag of rationality wherewith to hide the 
nakedness of their position. Indeed, some of them 
go so far as to assert that unbelievers build their 
negative theory on two assumptions, namely, that 
the Christian faith is not true, and that its teachers 
do not believe it to be true. In that assertion there 
is not a single atom of truth. No Freethinker ever 
takes it for granted, without argument, that Chris­
tianity is false, or that its teachers are destitute of 
belief in its truth. There are those among its 
official champions who are convinced of its essential 
falsity, bnt it is incontrovertible that the majority of 
them firmly believe it to be true. It would indeed 
be indescribably absurd for anyone to assume that all 
divines are conscious hypocrites, or that Christianity 
itself is false. Of course, nothing is easier than to 
characterise Freethinkers as the victims of prejudice, 
but nothing can be more difficult than to prove such 
a charge. On the part of a Freethinker prejudice 
would signify an unreasonable predilection for the 
tenets of Freethought, a bias, preconception, or pre­
sumption against the Christian faith; bnt it must 
be borne in mind that the bulk of Freethinkers are 
converts from the Christian religion, all whose 
worldly interests were powerful arguments against 
their conversion. They renounced their belief alone 
in obedience to the dictates of reason. Had they 
listened to the voice of prejudice, they would have 
remained believers. How utterly unfair it is, there­
fore, to say that their judgment is now warped 
because they conscientiously argue against the faith, 
the truth being that they argue against the faith 
because they honestly must, not because they have 
any selfish motive to serve in so doing.

Advocates of Christianity almost invariably de­
scribe their opponents as ignorant and narrow­
minded, shutting themselves up in a narrow sphere, 
refusing to examine Christian thought and teach­
ing, and never getting on intimate terms with intel­
ligent Christians. How absolutely false that descrip­
tion is appears from the fact that Christianity is 
presented to us as an object, not of knowledge, but of 
belief. An intelligent Christian believer is a natural 
impossibility, because God, Christ, and immortality 
are subjects that lie outside the scope of intelligence 
altogether. A believer in them may be zealous, 
fervent, pious, and prayerful, but never intelligent. 
Both a Christian and an Atheist are equally ignorant 
of spiritual realities, the only difference between 
them being that the former believes on the authority 
of a Book or a Church, or of both, and the latter dis­
believes because the realities known to him indicate 
the non-existence of the spiritual realities believed 
in. In other words, the objects of knowledge testify 
to the unreality of the objects of belief. He who 
knows the natural cannot possibly believe in the 
supernatural. We are told that “ spiritual truths 
and historic statements of Christian teaching stand 
or fall by the tests of experience, observation, and 
reason,” but a moment’s calm thought shows the 
infinite absurdity of such a claim. Is the Virgin 
Birth an object of experience ? Has anybody ever 
observed the incarnation of God in Jesus of 
Nazareth ? Can the reality of the life everlasting 
be subjected to the oritical test of reason ? Merely 
to ask such questions is to wholly discredit the 
statement that “  spiritual truths stand cr fall ”  by 
such tests. Of spiritual or supernatural truths 
experience, observation, and reason are totally 
ignorant. They are merely objects of belief, and to 
charge unbelievers in them with ignorance is to be 
guilty of obvious irrationality.

Now, it is contended by the apologists that 
“ spiritual truths ” ought to be taught to children at 
the earliest possible age. If “  spiritual truths ” were 
objects of knowledge, and not simply of belief, the 
contention would be justifiable, and there could be no 
valid objection to the religious education of children.

Bnt to make supernatural believers of unthin 
children is to be guilty of injustice and unfair 
towards them. One over-zealous apologist arg

“ To say that the future of Christianity is dependen  ̂
upon its being crammed down the throats o 
children before they acquire the art of thinking is as ^  
sensical as it would be to say that the fQta 
arithmetic, or the future of geographic science, o 
future of elementary sanitation is dependent upo 
being crammed down the throats of children i en
acquire the art of thinking. We teach the c u ^  
these things because we believe them to be true j 
part of their useful and necessary equipment for li •  ̂
imagine that the most convinced Freethinker w  ̂
teach a child points of conduct and observance 
would conduce to his bodily welfare and surround ^  
with an atmosphere of health and cleanliness from 
earliest youth.” .

The marvel is that our critic fails to perceive t ® 
the cases cited are in no sense parallel. Arithme -  ̂
geographic science, elementary sanitation, and 
laws of ethics are subjects the truth of w^*°“ fu0y 
easily b9 demonstrated, and it is as snch that t / 
are placed in the ourrioulums of our schools;
“  spiritual truths ” belong to an entirely diffor® 
category. We teach our children natural tru 
because we know that they are verifiable, and t 
the knowledge of them will be useful to then3 
their later life ; but “ spiritual truths ” are not 8 ^  
eeptible of verification, and to force the little °a^  
to swallow them on the authority of teachers 
ignorant of them as themselves is the acme of 1 
prudence and unjustness. And yet we are assured J 
the clergy that, in the absence of the religion8 1 
struotion of the young, Christianity would be doom 
soon to disappear. So far is this from being non80 
sioal that the opponents of Secular Education 81 
unanimous in its affirmation. Nobody knows tn 
Christianity is true; hut even on the assumpt* 
that it may be, it would be fairer to the children 
allow them to judge for themselves when they arrl 
at years of discretion. . -

Let it never be forgotten that the overwhelm* » 
majority of Freethinkers started by assuming 
Christianity is true. Not one of them arrived at & 
present position by assuming that there is noting 
in it, all its professors being either selfish rogue8 
patient dupes. Atheism is the outcome of 
anxious, and painful thought. In this depart® 6 
the thinker assumes nothing but endeavors to pr0  
everything. The oritio already quoted regards t 
phrase that “ to think is to doubt” as a de®°.g 
strable falsehood, because in his opinion “ there 
no strong positive belief on any subjeot whatev 
which is not the result of thought.” With » c° g 
siderably longer and wider experience than he i8 
yet able to claim, we beg to differ from him. " s 
matter of fact, all supernatural beliefs can 6 
traced back to an Age of Ignorance, “ a stage 
which our anthropologists and explorers have f°u 
parallels in every part of the world.” As Profe88 
Gilbert Murray so aptly says :—

“ It [tlie Age of Ignorance or Primal StupidityJ 18 , 
typical of stages of thought elsewhere [than in Grccc J 
that one is tempted to regard it as the normal begin® 
of all religion, or almost as the normal raw inater* 
out of which religion is made. There is certainly 80 
repulsiveness, but I confess that to me there is also 
element of fascination in the study of these ‘ beas 3 
devices of the heathen ’ ” (Four Stages o f Greek BeU9l° '
p. 16). _ .

We infer that our critic has never studied the orig1® 
and evolution of religious beliefs, and is like^ 13 
ignorant of the difference between beliefs a° 
dogmas. Christianity has come down to us as Pre 
eminently a dogmatic religion, and everybody kao^ 
that dogmas are the result of speculative and pj? 0 
sophical thought. Theologians have never acted ® 
critics of Christianity itself, but always and only 0 
other systems than their own. Every supernator 
belief is the result, not of thought, but of ignora° 
of the laws of Nature; and we maintain that 
think critically about Christianity is to doubt 1 
truth. We well remember that in our own °a
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donbt invariably dogged tbe Btepa o nhalief. 
that oontinual thinking ended in tota o . apolo- 

The faot is that the so-called e°10, ¿0{anoe of 
Ketios has completely broken down. " That i
Christianity serves the intended pnrp why Bnoh purpose.

a flood of defences is being poured oat 
npon Christendom from day to day, and why un­
believers are at last more numerous than whole­
hearted bslievers. That also explains why free­
thinkers are so violently hated and abused, and so 
frequently prosecuted. It has at length come to 
Pass that the most damaging attacks on the faith 
are made, not by avowed Atheists, but by professing 
Christians within the orthodox Church. At the 
reoent meeting of tbe convocation of Canterbury 
humorous petitions were presented, some resp8ct- 
Inl*y beseeching the Archbishop “  to vindicate the 
authority of Holy Scripture, and to banish and drive 
away all erroneous and strange doctrine contrary to 
Cod's Word,” and others pleading for freedom ot 
bought and speech. The Counoil of the Chureh- 
®8u’s Union desirod to lay before their Lordships of 

, Upper House, amongst others, the following 
Solemn warning:—

“ We dutifully and respectfully pray your Lordships 
0 remambsr how often in the past, when the Episcopate 

or the Convocations have attempted to prononnce 
authoritatively upon scientific, critical, or historical 
questions, they have committed themselves to positions 

mch are now by practically universal consent admitted 
j  0 be untenable."
a„ e. Ufiurch of England is now a honso divided 
th 088 itself and, as such, destined to be over- 

^n- The Bishops of London and Oxford flgnred 
Perc-Qab defenders of orthodoxy, while Bishops 
lar lva,f and Boyd-Carp9nter were in favor of a 
fjQj r atitude of opinions. Others, men equally in 
Chri ^ . 8> were ooademned as spreading views of
and whioh denied its miraculous character,
Jew  ̂ depicted Jesus as “ a certain Palestinian 
Ro ’ Who was by no means infallible, and who never 
CijQ GJ?Pfated, and aesuredly never instituted, the 
to h0t> ^at bears his name. Well, Jesus is reported 
oan a ê said that a house divided against itself 
flioti s ân  ̂! and Christianity, defended by oon- 
80q n§ and necessarily false apologies, is bound 

er or later to vanish, utterly discredited.
J. T. L l o y d .

“ Where No Fear W as.”

HisDei-1? ^ ar ŷ Poems of Walter Savage Landor, A Study of  
_ eLopment, by VV. Bradley. (Bradbury, Agnew : 1914).

°f the constant growth of new reputations, 
be w ”r 8 fame continues undimmed. Nor is this to 
g e ^ ^ r e d  at, for, when alive, he cast the spell of 
had 8 uPon all who came near him. Southey, who 
taa many opportunities of judging, has left a 
le8a lfl°ent tribute to his memory. Shelley was no 
®me enthusia8tic. De Quinoey, Carlyle, Diekens, 
varj r80n> and Lamb have all combined in their 
“ 3 Qsways to render affectionate tribute to that 
Bro P mouthed Bcefcian,” as Byron called him. 
barn n in 8 dedicated his “ Luria” to him, and Swin- 
at bi ’f 8 most golden voiced of recent poets, sat 
loviv," feeb aQd found inspiration in his wisdom. How 

8’y he refers to him

^Uends ®lven f0W bo inspire such iove among 
two lit’ °r 8ueh fear among enemies. A link between 
in ^ « a r y  ages, Landor stands a herculean figure 
over „ P , t0 steel, towering above his contemporaries.

£ 2 * 7  to do battle for liberty. 
year8 °n -8 ^terary activity extended over seventy 
aspir^ : Me _ was a poet embodying revolutionary 
dratn a.-0 ? 8 *n ofassio language. He was a literary 
criti0 j 13“, of groat power, and, above all, he was a 

Q hhe widest sense of that much-abused word.

I found him whom I shall not find 
Till all grief end,

In holiest age our mightiest mind, 
Father and friend.”

The “ Imaginary Conversations,” on which com­
petent judges have bestowed unbounded praise, is 
his masterpiece. There is nothing like it in the range 
of literature. It is a great panorama of historio 
persons, and includes Plato, in far-off Greece, to our 
own Porson; Hannibal, of old-world Carthage, to 
David Hume; Seneca to his own friend Southey. 
He has painted them all, kings, and greater than 
kings, statesmen and fair ladies, philosophers and 
prelates, writers and scientists, of all ages and of all 
types. Epicurus discusses philosophy in his garden ; 
Montaigne laughs at the worthy Scaliger; Melancthon 
reproves Calvin.

How, perfectly, too, has Landor caught the rela­
tions of the French Court and the great lying Church 
in the ironic conversation between Lonis XIV. and 
Pare La Chaise, when the king confesses the most 
damnable crimes and the obsequious confessor im­
poses the moat trifling penances. Scene suooeeds 
scene, each richer and fuller than its predecessor, 
supplementing one another, and go to make a magni- 
flaenfc picture of “ life, like a dome of many-oolored 
glass.”

When Landor is at his best, not many are so 
perfeot as he. There are few things more pathetic 
than his portrait of the unhappy Anne Boleyn. He 
represents the pious and hypocritical Henry ooming 
disguised to see Anne in the condemned cell. Very 
touchingly does he express her womanly desire to 
seeherohild: “ Coaid I kiss her but once again, it 
would comfort my heart or break it.”

For long Landor’s work was “ caviare to the 
general.” His masterpiece was venomously and 
ignorantly described as “ the adventures of seven 
volumes, which are seven valleys of dry bones.” 
This lack of appreciation is the more remarkable 
because Landor was a real and remarkable genius. 
In nearly every page of his writing one finds high 
thinking and rare eloquence. Indeed, a well- 
edited selection of his works would be one of the 
most beautiful books in the language. Although he 
addressed a small audience while he lived, he looked 
confidently to the future: “ I shall dine late; but 
the drawing-room will be well lighted, the guests 
few and select.”

Tbe chief of Landor’s other books is undoubtedly 
Pericles and Aspasia. Another of his works, The 
Citation and Examination of William Shakespeare for 
Deer-Stealing, provoked Lamb’s happy epigram that 
it could only have been written by “ the man who 
did write it, or he of whom it was written.” 
Landor’s poetry is not large in quantity, but few 
poets have won such recognition with such a small 
nosegay of verse. The exquisite lines on “ Rose 
Aylmer ” have found their way into many antho­
logies and many hearts, whilst the sympathetic lines 
on the death of Charles Lamb are an exquisite 
tribute to a splendid genius. The single stanza, in 
his own original manner, prefixed to one of his last 
books, epitomises Landor’s life and aims in four 
lines :—

“  I strove with none, for none was worth my strife.
Nature I loved; and next to Nature, Art ;

I warmed both hands before the fire of life ;
It sinks, and I am ready to depart.”

For those who care for concentration and restraint 
in literature, Landor's writings are full of delight. 
As a man he was dowered with the hate of hate, the 
scorn of scorn, the love of love. Withal he was a 
typical Englishman, with an appetite for the heroio. 
He showed this when, on Napoleon’s invasion of 
Spain, he went over, and, with his own energy and 
money, raised a regiment with whom ha marched to 
the seat of war. A man of letters, he was also a 
man of action.

Landor has been called “ a grand old Pagan,” and 
his sympathies were certainly secular rather than 
religious. The eternal arroganoe of priests always 
roused his opposition, and on this subject he writes 
with vigor. Speaking of the Bible, he makes 
Melancthon say to Calvin :—

“  The book of good news, under your interpretation, 
tells people not only that they may go and be damned, 
but, unless they are lucky, they must inevitably.”
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And again, referring to religions persecution :—
“  The unsoundness of doctrine is not out off nor 

cauterised ; the professor is. The head falls on the 
scaffold, or fire surrounds the stake, because a doctrine 
is bloodless and incombustible. Fierce, outrageous 
animals, for want of the man who has escaped them, 
lacerate and trample his cloak or bonnet. This, 
although the work of brutes, is not half so brutal as 
the practice of theologians, seizing the man himself, 
instead of bonnet or cloak.”

In another page he returns to the attack:—
“  There is scarcely a text in the Holy Scriptures to 

which there is not an opposite text, written in char­
acters equally large and legible ; and there has usually 
been a sword laid upon each,”

He has a sly hit at spiritual intoxication :—
“ At last the zealot is so infatuated by the serious 

mockeries he imitates and repeats that he really takes 
his own voice for God’s. Is it not wonderful that the 
words of eternal life should have hitherto produced only 
eternal litigation ? ”

He closes the conversation with the magnificent 
words, “  There is nothing on earth divine besides 
humanity.”

Carlyle finely said of one of Landor’s best literary 
efforts, published when the “ old lion ” was over 
eighty years of age: “  The sound of it is like the 
ring of Roman swords on the helmets of barbarians! 
The unsubduable old Roman ! ”

The last few years of Landor’s life were spent in 
peaoe. On reading of Swinburne’s visit to the old 
man shortly before his death, one is reminded of 
Turner’s superb picture, “ The Fighting Temeraire,” 
where the old battleship is being towed to her last 
berth and transfigured by the last glance of day’s 
expiring glory. The symbolism of that great painting 
is exalted in the harmony between the memories of 
brave, old Landor and his abiding quiet, for whom 
for ever—

“  All winds are quiet as the sun,
All waters as the shore.”

M im n e r m u s ,

National Secular Society.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE.
Queen’s (Minor) H all, L angham Place,

L ondon , W .
W hit-Sunday, May 31, 1914.

A genda.
1. Minutes of last Conference.
2. Executive’s Annual Report. By President.
3. Reception of Report.
4. Financial Report.
5. Election of President.

Motion by Bethnal Green, North London, and 
Kingsland Branches :—

“ That Mr. G. W. Foote be re-elected President.”
6. Election of Vice-Presidents.

(a) The following are nominated by the Executive 
for re-election : J. Barry, W. H. Baker, J. G. Bartram, 
E. Bowman, R. Chapman, Victor Charbonnel, E. A, 
Charlton, C. Cohen, W. W. Collins, H. Cowell, W. 
Davey, F. A. Davies, J. G. Dobson, W. Dodd, 
T. H. Elstob, R. G. Fathers, Léon Furnémont, 
T. Gorniot, John Grange, J. Hammond, W. 
Heaford, Eugene Hins, S. L. Hurd, R. Johnson, Miss 
Kathleen B. Kongh, W. Leat, J. T. Lloyd, A. B, Moss, 
James McGlashen, G. B. H. McCluskey, J. Neate, R. T. 
Nichols, J. Partridge, S. M. Peacock, C. Pegg, Mrs. M. 
E. Pegg, W. T. Pitt, C. G. Quinton, J. T. Ross, Miss 
Mary Ross, G. Roleffs, Mrs. Roleffs, Thomas Robertson, 
Victor Roger, S. Samuels, T. Shore, H. Siiverstein, W. 
H. Spivey, Miss Alma Stanley, W. B. Thompson, T. J. 
Thnrlow, John H. Turnbull, Miss E. M. Vance, F. E. 
Willis, C. J. Whitwell, Frederick Wood, G. White.

(&) Proposed by Executive :—
11 That Mr. W, Bailey be elected Vioe-President.”

V. Election of Auditors.
8. Statement by Mr. G. W. Foote re the question of the

Reorganisation of Secularism.
9. Motion by Mr. A. B. Moss :—

“ That in view of the repeated failures of tke 
Government to settle the Education Question on 
sectarian lines; in view also of the marked growth of 
public opinion in favor of a non-sectarian solution o- a 
problem that owes its existence to the rivalries o 
Church and Chapel, this Conference calls upon the 
Government to put an end to a dispute that has for 
more than a generation obstructed the progress o 
education by restricting all instruction in State-sup­
ported schools to purely secular subjects.”

10. Motion by Executive:—
“  This Executive congratulates the Prime Minister on 

his manly reply to the deputation of memorialists on the 
subject of the Repeal of the Blasphemy Laws, and is 
glad that, although he cannot promise Governnion 
support for the new Bill introduced for the total reps»1 
of those persecuting laws, he can yet promise a friendly 
personal assistance.”11.

12.

Motion by Mr. Cowell :—
“ That two Auditors be appointed to audit k °n ?̂g 

Branch Accounts, and that after audit a copy , 
forwarded to the Secretary to include in Centr 
Balance Sheet for production at Conference.”
Motion by Half-Yearly Meeting of London Members ■

“ That the Executive be asked to appoint a 00 , 
mittee of two to work in conjunction with the @en0Lra 
Secretary in organising demonstrations and eX . 
meetings on new ground within the London distri < 
with a view to extending the work of the Society.

13. Motion by Kingsland Branch :— ,
“ That the present inadequate state of Freetboug 

organisation militates against its effectiveness as , 
national force in England, and that Freethinkers sbou  ̂
if possible, be united in one National Federation, a 
that the N. S. S. Executive appoint a com m ittee^ 
inquire and report what steps appear to be 
in this direction.”

14. Motion by Mr. J. T, Lloyd :—
“  This Conference congratulates the Government °n 

the practically assured success of its Welsh Disesta 
lishment Bill, and hopes it will carry the same princip 
forward in a Bill for the Disestablishment of the Chore 
and other forms of religious privilege in England.’

15. Motion by Mr. C. Cohen:—
11 This Conference deeply deplores the continued grow 

of the spirit of Militarism, both at home and abroa < 
and regards the growing expenditure of the Europe® 
nations on war and preparations for war as unimpeac 
able evidence of the failure of the Christian Church a 
a civilising force; it therefore looks to the grow*1*1,,0. 
Freethought principles and humanitarian ideas as tfl 
only agencies that promise a release from the mor 
and financial burden of Militarism.”

This Conference will sit in the Queen’s (Minor) Hajj’ 
Langham-place, W .; the morning session lasting from 10 ‘ 
to 12.30, and the afternoon session from 2.30 to 4.30. 
are purely business meetings. Only members of the N. S. • 
can speak and vote. A public meeting will be held in tn 
evening at 7 o’clock. The President will occupy the cha' 
on all three occasions. A luncheon for delegates an̂  
visitors has been arranged at the Café Marguerite, 1* 
Oxford-street, W., at 1 o’clock.

By order of the Executive,
G. W. F oote, President- 
E. M. Vance, Secretary-

SUPERSTITION. a
It has sacrificed countless lives, wasted untold treasure ̂  

embroiled nations, severed friends, parted husbands a 
wives, parents and children, putting swords, and worse tba 
swords, between them ; it has filled gaols and madbous • 
with its innocent or deluded victims; it has broken naauy 
hearts, embittered the whole of many a life, and not con“f^e 
with persecuting the living, it has pursued the dead into ¡(¡8 
grave and beyond it, gloating over the horrors which 
foul imagination has conjured up to appal and torture * 
survivors.— J. O. Frazer, “ Psyche's Task.”

Men who desire to learn must first learn to doubt, f°r 
science is only the solution of doubts.—Aristotle.
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Acid Drops.

The funniest “  thanksgiving ”  service we Churches, 
took place on Sunday. It was organised y hlin(j  lately. 
There has been a great deal of talk abo bewailed, and
The lot of these unfortunate peoole ha with better
special efforts are being made to ,plf0J\.teniuo their leisure 
tneans of earning their living and brig °  qj conrse it 
hours. A. bright idea occurred to the c bJ • _ ere blind 
was something illogical. While so many P thank God 
many more people could see, and thes aelfish on
or ;■ the gift of sight.” It would have . bT th em Selves and 

their part if they had sunk the thought g0 wh0 had
hesought God to extend the gift of s'g e accident or
“ ever had it or had been deprived of it 7 ijnow it—will 
some disease. All their “ thanks ’ ’- a n d  they know 
“ ever make the “ Father of All 
benevolence to his children.

>  have no doubt that those p®opl? . ^ b °  own good 
? ' !  {eel deeply appreciative o in thanking
fortune. But if they are really J“ 8*“ 16,  Goa, for

for sight — that is, if ^  , ;t_ what of theotherwise it were absurd to thank hiam, ii-

display an impartial

n, -j »uousands of people in this country who are blind ? 
. ‘e&rly they have a legitimate complaint against G od; for 

People see because God has given them sight, others do 
j, see because he has withheld the “  blessing.” To make 
•??. thing complete the blind people ought to hold an 
in meeting protesting against the action of Deity
“ causing their blindness. This is not blasphemy, it is only 
, t“mon sense. The right to praise implies the right to 

“me. if piety flid not invariably dull intelligence every­
th6 a“ en<hng those services would have asked themselves 
J® 'lueBtion, “ Why has not God given to all people the 

cssing of sight ’ that I have myself ? ”ThisSe ?‘s " thanksgiving ”  idea might be developed. 
liver'668 f*6 held to thank God for the gift
that °r a £’°od Pa'r °f kidneys ; though it is to

Religious 
of a good

•uai a .,. tr —  V* u.uuujo , ,uuugu xv xo ,u be feared
Ce“ tage Uf n<̂ e °f religious people, including a large per- 
ceutfgg f c]ergy themselves, especially in crowded 
assemhr poPufation, would have to be left out of such 
howm,nles' ^hey could join the Holy Willies’ meeting,fTi anil 4 - . V » r.—   i,: iu u__ j j»T w o.w ’ God for making them “ sae gifted.”
full numt, ^^r'8“ianH might thank God for giving them the 
him for b6r °* f°wer limbs, and the one-legged might thank 
the dev dePriving them of both. There is no end to 
Work 6 °Pments of this idea, and the clergy should really 

11 f«  a.11 it is worth.
iv/r

8̂ °tiarv rnee^ n88 have brought the usual crop of mis- 
‘ho Ch J « ?  a.nd missionary sermons. The Secretary of 
f^ann',i Missionary Society, preaching at Row Church,

hav^b Sâ S C'kina *8 now ready for Christianity. 
*8 that rv f8ard ‘ hat before, and we fancy all that it means 
Dfferea . l8*'an® are ready to supply it. The only evidence 
Sniff, “ Cb-that °f a Christian Englishman in China, who 
hoar'll b f a'S °ne k°Pe *s *n Christ.”  That, too, we have 
®6cretar °re’ ^loro pertinent is the remark which the 
*“ an in waH made to him by a “ distinguished states-
as we a ,na” some eighteen months ago. He said, “  If, 
on ho8n'fV i °P onr resources, we spend them on education, 
of spend- ' and Pu* drsf ff*6 welfare °f the people, instead 
“ati0tm ?,ln8 ‘ar8e sums on armaments, will the Christian 

keep their hands off us ? ”

the kin'd^ft sentence has an authentic ring about it. It is 
Who Wa tlrlng a shrewd Chinaman would ask a Christian 
c iv i l^ 8 . k er‘ng him with all the cant talk about the 
a Poser  ̂ v«?aence8 °f Christianity. And it must have been 
China ?' 0UP1 the Christian Powers keep their hands off 
China , Have they done so ? Why the only safeguard for 
fiuropear ^ a“ y years has been the fact that the gang of 
P'Uuffer U prigands could not agree upon the share of the 
the m]g Plratical expeditions in all directions have been 
. ' “keuino -the Christian powers, and always under the 

guise of religion and morality. The question of 
®ader of68® statesman was exactly the complaint of the 

too, Bajd t“ 6 Turkish Parliament a few years back. He, 
their res t tbey had hoped to devote their energies and 
®Orope 6Ur®es to a betterment of the people. But Christian 
0“  a pr °?* d u°t have it. It compelled Turkey to embark 
j5eedom 6a,Tt ™*fftary development if it was to retain its 
* rotu the *S compelliDg China to take the same course. 
pk'UBtian ^re.ed a“ d brutality of Christian nations the non- 
“e Strona nat*°“ 8 have only one sure protection—that is to 

s enough to make spoliation a dangerouB enterprise.

Finally, the Secretary of the C. M, S. asked, “ Have mis­
sions any part in helping to arreBt war ?”  And, of course, 
he said Yes. It is a safe thing to say before a religious 
audience, but it was utterly false. A very large part of the 
trouble with China in the past has been directly traceable 
to missionary activity. More than one outbreak there was 
the result of missionary interference with native justice and 
native customs. In New Zaaland the war with the natives 
had as a powerfully contributory cause the greed and 
aggrandisement of missionary societies. In India missionary 
zeal was one of the causes of the Mutiny. All over the 
world the missionary has been the advance guard of armed 
intervention. How can missionaries prevent war ? They 
obviously do not make their own people less warlike ; and 
none hut a lunatic would argue that missionary interference 
with native customs make a people more kindly disposed 
towards those whom the missionary represents.

In a religions contemporary the advertisements include 
notices to the raptured, toothless, paralytic, bald-headed, 
half blind, flat-footed, and the cancerous and dyspeptic. We 
always thought Christians were on the down grade; we are 
sure of it now.

A portrait of the late Rev. Hugh Price Hughes, unveiled 
at the Central Hall, Westminster, is described as “  start­
ling.” Why so ? Is the figure holding a copy of The
Atheist Shoemaker ?

The Rev. A. J. Waldron says there are “ in reality three 
Bibles: The Book of Nature; The Old and New Testa­
ments ; The sum of human experience.” He appears to 
know as little of religion as of irreligion, for the veriest 
tyro might have reminded him of the existence of the 
sacred books of the East.

After officiating for thirty-seven years, the Rector of 
Stock, Essex, has resigned the living. The rector says, in 
annouucing his resignation: “ The number of able-bodied 
men who never, or only rarely, attend public worship shows 
me that my ministry is to a great extent wanting in due 
influence on the spiritual life of this parish.”  We congra­
tulate the rector on his candor. Thousands of other clergy­
men would say the same were they equally straightforward. 
And yet the reverend gentleman has no obvious cause to 
attribute his failure to personal demerit. No man ought to 
expect to overcome the spirit of his time. In theory the 
clergy still remain the spiritual guides of the nation; in 
practice they are becoming of ever-lessening consequence. 
No one seriously troubles about their spiritual thunderbolts, 
or is gravely concerned with their supernaturalistic preten­
sions. They are mere survivals, and the world bears with 
them because they have always been here. Here and there 
one man feels the position, but the majority of the clergy 
will hang on so long as the world is stupid enough to 
tolerate them.

It is strange, however, how the cant about the authority 
of the clergy is kept up. Speaking on the second reading 
of the Sunday Closing Bill, Mr. Ellis Griffith said in the 
House of Commons that “  leaders of religions thought of all 
denominations were in favor of some such restrictions as 
were proposed.” One would like to know from Mr. Ellis 
Griffith what he considers to be the precise value of the 
authority of the clergy on the subject, and on what facts 
that authority is based ? The clergy as a body are not 
expert statisticians, sociologists, or scientists. In either of 
these directions no one counts them as of any weight what­
ever. Their views on all social questions are obviously 
direoted by sectarian considerations. Imagine anyone in 
their senses taking as a guide on a social question of any 
importance the opinion of a person like the present Bishop 
of London ! Viewed from any rational point of view, the 
opinion of the clergy carries no weight whatever. We do 
not say this as a Freethinker, but as an expression of 
opinion that few thoughtful people would challenge. The 
power of the medicine-man belongs to the savage, not to 
the civilised State.

When the Balkan War was brought to a close, Albania 
was created an independent State, and Prince George of 
Wiel elected as its king. Both the Mohammedan and 
Orthodox Catholic inhabitants were agreeable, and Dr. 
Dillon, the eminent authority on Eastern affairs, is of 
opinion that left alone the Albanians might have worked 
out their own political and social salvation. But this was 
to reckon without the opposition of Greek Christians in 
Albania and beyond its borders. These have made trouble 
from the outset, and recent reports, now well confirmed, 
contain sickening accounts of the barbarities exercised by 
these modern “  Crusaders.” In one village, Hormova, over
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200 villagers have been hanged or killed. At Kodra nearly 
200 Mohammedan Albanians were crucified, the nails being 
driven through the chests, hands, and feet of the victims ; 
many others have been massacred or burned alive in their 
houses. A later report adds that at Hormova the children 
were cruelly tortured, many of them having their fingers 
cut off. One thing seems certain, that is, that assuming as 
true Christian stories of previous Mohammedan cruelties, 
they were mild compared with the barbarities of these 
Crusading Christians. For refinement of eruelty the 
Mediaeval Inquisition was an easy first in the world’s 
history. Modern Eastern Christians seem bent on showing 
that Christianity, in modem times, has not quite lost its 
power of supremacy in this direction.

Rev. W. H. Thorpe, a missionary home from India, says 
if there were no Christian missionaries in India there would 
be “ profound unrest,” because “  as modern knowledge 
spreads and grows, the disintegration of creeds is bound to 
follow.” Just so; but that is a consequence that no more 
affects the religions of India than it affects those of Great 
Britain. What Mr. Thorpe assumes is that, if Christianity 
is on the spot in India, it will take the place of the native 
religions. And this is a dream of sheer fanaticism. The 
educated Hindoo—the one, that is, who is chiefly affected 
by the spread of modern knowledge—does not become a 
Christian. He is willing, in the absence of other means, 
to get his education in Western ideas through missionary 
agencies, but that is all. And some of the greatest native 
opponents of Christianity in India aro those that have been 
educated in missionary colleges.

Christianity is the worst religion in the world. Espe­
cially for lies and hypocrisy. Some of our readers will 
remember how the American clergy chortled over the grief 
of Mrs. Ingersoll at the death of her husband. They did 
not even allow for the fact that she had more than most 
widows to weep over. . They laughed at the “ consolations ” 
of Agnosticism. Why don’t they laugh now at the consola­
tions of Christianity ? The American newspapers report 
that “ Mrs. Home is prostrated with grief.” Ingersoll died 
suddenly in his wife’s company; the Rev. Silvester Horne 
died suddenly in his wife’s company. The two cases are 
essentially similar. Yet the Christian wife’s grief is treated 
as perfectly natural, while the Agnostic wife’s grief is 
treated as a warning against “ infidelity.” The orthodox 
head is as soft as the orthodox heart is hard.

We are inclined to think that when John Bull speaks of 
the Rev. A. J. Waldron as representing “ a surplice with a 
man under it,” and as one who will speak the truth and 
“  damn the consequences,”  the editor is writing with his 
tongue in his cheek. The remarks quoted are apropos of 
Mr. Waldron’s recent confession that he does not believe in 
the resurrection of the body. But does that really require 
much courage and demand a superior sort of a man nowa­
days ? Why, there are probably hundreds of thousands of 
Christians who have already said the same thing; and in 
that fact lies, in all probability, Mr. Waldron’s rare 
“  courage ”  in following suit. Imagine, too, the quality of 
a man who has only just realised that the resurrection of 
the body is unthinkable 1 It requires no ability to come to 
that conclusion, and nowadays it requires precious little 
courage to say it. Any man calling himself civilised and 
educated ought to be ashamed to confess that he believes so 
stupid a teaching.

John Bull is on safer ground when it points out that Mr. 
Waldron is an ordained priest of the Church of England, 
and is paid to teach the doctrine he says is unthinkable (it 
is not a bit more unthinkable than other doctrines he still 
preaches), and “ to men of honest instinct it is equally un­
thinkable that the Vioar of Brixton should long remain 
bondsman to a Church whose tenets he has obviously out­
grown. It is inconceivable that he should continue to eat 
the bread of the Establishment while claiming the freedom 
of dissent. For is not he an honorable man ?”  It is to be 
observed that John Bull puts the last sentence in the form 
of an interrogation.
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thought. As though the advanoe of thought had any ” 
to do with it. The advance of thought may eXP,î urcb, 
change of opinion, it will explain a man leaving the y   ̂
but it cannot explain, nor excuse, a man continuing 
Church after he has rejected its teaching. To var  ̂ n]|j 
expression cited above, “ No straightforward man c  ̂
continue to eat the bread of a Church while claiming . j  
dom to reject its doctrines.”  In no other profession 
such conduct be considered permissible for a moment. ^  
the curious thing is that, apart from the question of l!e_ j^at 
these same men will act quite honorably. It is relig10 
appears to demoralise them.

Mrs. Bradlaugh Bonner does well to contradict the ^  
“  watch ” story about her father as often as she can. & 
are glad to see her recent letter to the Times correcti S 
new version of it from the pen of Mr. Stephen Graham, 
why talk about “  the feelings of Mr. Bradlaugh’s rela 1 
and friends ”  at this time of day in relation to such a ma 
as this ? Mr. Bradlaugh was a public man—he belongs 
the world, and he belongs to history. Besides, it is not j 
wickedness of the “ watch ” story that anybody cares a ^  
now, but its shocking silliness. Whatever he was or 
not, everybody is agreed that Bradiaugh was not a f°o1' .
would be perfectly obvious to a man of his intelligance 1 
“  God ” was not bound to accept a challenge from nge
at any moment, and at any place ; and that the cbaue » 
had no logical relation to the question at issue.

A Suffragette tried to burn down Spurgeon’s Tabern® ^  
by means of a bomb last week-end. It was very wron'’ ’(,e, 
course; but she did not succeed in doing much ^s“jajar 
“ God’s ”  week-end effort was on a grander scale and e(j 
more successful. With one of his earthquakes he <4f39'''0bjg 
nne of the most heantiful narts of Sinilv. killina hucct

Sufif»;
said ag»ifl9t

one of the most beautiful parts of Sicily, killing 
and injuring thousands of his own creatures. The 
gette is rightly denounced; not a word is 
1 God.” ____

of
A lady complained to the Rev. Forbes Phillip9’ ,fl 

Gorleston, that she was poisoned by the incense at  ̂
church. The vicar’s characteristic reply was that he w® 
await the finding of the coroner’s inquest before dea 
with the matter. A palpable h it !

The May meetings are sounding their “  annual bray, 
Macaulay phrases it. Two of the meetings were Pre9’ 0. 
over by princes and two by dukes. The Archbishop of C 
terbury takes six, and the Lord Mayor of London » 
Peers preside over twenty two. What a change since 
fishing-nets of the apostles were sold to the rag and &0 
dealers!

Half of the Baptist ministers have salaries of ¿6100 a J 0 
and less, and a quarter of a million of money has ® 0 
raised to supplement the incomes of the poorer pastors. ^  
would think that the founder of Christianity was sold 
thirty shillings ?

Christian preachers, realising that their religion is a |0 
nearer the melting-pot, are now taking a great interes ^  
social reform. At tho Presbyterian Synod, the Bev. "• 
Wilson, in supporting a resolution in favor of a living 
said there were 50,000 women in London earning only ■*■8 ̂  
an hour. It was only a penny a day in the New Testa®

A new Biblical play, entitled The Holy City, was 
dnced appropriately at tho Comedy Theatre recently- a 
scenes include the roof of Mary Magdalene’s house, 
Christ is supposed to be just off the stage on several o® ^  
sions during the drama. Perhaps this is less laughable *J 
the attempt to portray the Second Person of the Trinity  ̂
means of the limelight and some spangles, as was done 1 
melodrama some years ago.

“  There is nothing in politics, rightly understood, 
cannot be a service to God,”  is a saying attributed to  ̂
late Rev. Silvester Horne. It should comfort the hea£" 
the carpet-baggers and “ mugwumps.”

There is no fear whatever that Mr. Waldron will abandon 
his post as vioar of Brixton merely because he does not 
believe in the teachings he is paid to preach. He is only in 
the position that many others occupy. There are thousands 
of clergymen, both Conformist and Nonconformist, who do 
not believe, in any straightforward sense, in the teachings 
of the Church to which they belong. They remain, they 
draw their salaries, and they invent numerous devices by 
which they may interpret doctrines to suit themselves, or 
delude themselves with vague talk about the advanoe of

The Rev. Father Ranee, of Southend-on-Sea, say9 
people who spend five shillings on a Saturday outing 
put twopence in the plate at church on Sunday. How ® 
does he expect them to have left for the collection ?

The Rev. A. Newman, of Whittlesea, has. ble.
amazing discovery that Sunday games are unobjection D, 
He might conduct a mission among his ministerial “ £e
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To Correspondents.

PamiraNT’s Hohobarhjm Fund, 1914.—Previously acknowledged, *146 5s.
w. H'/pwobth (Johannesburg).—We note your correction that 

the alleged Zulu word “ tungi ” in our issue for March 15 
should have been “  tunzi.” The error, we feel, is pardo - 
Jhle in a proof-reader in this paper. Our shop mana ei 
received your subscription quite safely, and we hope the paper 
‘iae reached you regularly.
Russell. - Y our question was answered in last week’s issue, 
he publisher is Methuen ; price 6s.

W- Bynioh.—We are not surprised that straightforward speaking 
°n religion is not relished at the gatherings you attend, ine 
reverend gentleman to whom we replied in “  Acid Drops o 

fortnight ago is not the one yon have in mind. You wi
?nd a further reply to another letter from the same gentleman m this issue.
blent AfIlI,0TT'—Your letter, beyond expressing your endorse- 
°Pini 01 a 38 E'dd's article and disapproval of Mr. Palmer's 
Miss 0es not add anything material to the discussion, 

vidd and Mr. Palmer have both had their say, and so far— 4-u.x. i. aimer nave uuuu uau cueir say, ana eo iar 
onî 6 a*e concerned the matter mast now be left. We have 

y a limited space at our disposal; so far as is possible this 
hat be reserved for those specific objects for which this journal exists.

' Bjcomtb (Paris).—Subscription for paper received. We are 
” ad to learn that you find so much pleasure and profit in what 
ytm call our “  interesting and courageous paper.”
TSkist (Birmingham).—We do notair, 4.-L .......Bena '“ “ “ J,IInnam).— we ao not see how one can very well 
New p̂8 "cMnoal system ”  of the New Testament from the 
thgoj esta,ment theology. It is quite evident that it was the 
if not f̂i,a*30at which fBe first Christians were most interested, 
w&s c * 8 on*y thing in which they were interested. And it 
1’j-ig er™nly that upon which the Christian Church was built. 
all_i ° ‘10n that it was the ethical teaching of Jesus that was 
’b e a n * s quite a modern idea. It is just one of the 
°ut a wBich modern apologists have tried to commend an 

rn superstition to a civilised community.
Society, Limited, office is at 2 Newcastle-street, 

Tbe 8 °“ 'Stre6t- E -°-
FaiifTI0,NAIj Secular Society’s offioe -is at 2 Newcastle-street,

^ ben fid0n’Street’ E-c -
serv'cea of the National Seoular Society in connection 

sBoulr)eLUlar Eur’a* Services are required, all communications 
be addressed to the secretary, Miss E. M. Vance.

2 ôr the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to 
castle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

“ suture XTstreet V,°TICES must reach 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon- 
uiserted^'^’ ’ ^rst Post Tuesday, or they will not be 

BaiENDa ,
biarhii i Bend ua newspapers would enhance the favor by 

Orde ’ 8 the passages to which they wish us to call attention.
Bioruip0r-i,'*iera®‘ure should be sent to the Shop Manager of the 
and«f ,  reaS| 2 Newcastle-street Farringdon-street, E.C., 

The t0the Editor-
office^^i‘n*:er W*B be forwarded direot from the publishing 
ratea t0 any Part of the world, post free, at the following 
m0a(.jBrePa'd '■—One year, 10s. 6d. j half year, 5s. 3d. j three ® 2a. 8d.

Special.

I B COMING CONFERENCE.
tveat}j ^.e ° ^ 0r we®k that there mast be some fine 
be ¡nf 0r,’n Mfty- Fortunately I never pretended to 
this m '°^e’ looks as though the fine weather in 
find j, would have to hurry up. Personally I 
bm j 6 *aok of warmth and sunshine a bit trying, 
0 jght a,m Sotting stronger every day, and also every 
doubt f V ? atn sl®eping rather better. I have no 
ou ^ing reasonably fit at the N. S. S. Conference 
to at Qaeen’s (Minor) Hall. I hope
rally 6 a S°od rally of “ saints” then, and a larger 
l ’ 0 course, at the evening public meeting. I"MjyQ fir» ' o it
b9 Qj 1116 things to say there which I consider to 
Tljev ^be highest importance to our movement.

my mind a great deal daring my
re02t°inOnpiedti0Q Qeas> I believe they wiil occupy the atteu- 
fqfcuj.g *be Freethonght party a great deal in the 

My friends well know that I mean all I say.
G. W . F o o t e .

Sugar Plums.

Arrangements for the N. S. S. Conference are now well in 
hand, and some of the items on the Agenda, which appears 
in another part of this issue, may have developments that 
will be of importance to the Secular movement. We hope 
that London Freethinkers will be doing their best to make 
the Conference, and particularly the evening meeting a 
complete success. As it is in London, the advertisement 
most of necessity be of a personal nature. One cannot 
“ bill ”  London as one could a small town. Some slips 
advertising the evening meeting are being prepared, and 
those who can oblige by their distribution should send their 
names to Miss Vance, the N. S. S. General Secretary. As 
will be seen from the Agenda, a Conference luncheon has 
been arranged, and notice should be given as early as 
possible by those who intend to be present at that function.

We are sorry to learn that Christian rowdies continue to 
do their best, and their worst, at Edmonton. Miss Kough 
was the lecturer on Sunday last, and was subjected to a 
running fire of interruptions, not in the best of taste or 
expressed in the choicest language. After her lecture was 
concluded, and she had left the meeting, the rowdyism 
became more marked, and the police were compelled to 
interfere. Under the circumstances Mr. Cohen has promised 
to deliver a lecture there this evening, and we hope the 
platform will receive proper support. The meeting will be 
held on Edmonton Green, and is timed to commence at 7.80, 
Edmonton Green is near the Town Hall, aud can be reached 
either by tram or ’bus, or by the Great Eastern Railway 
service,

The English Review has always the merit of not being 
platitudinous and “ respectable.”  This should be an appeal 
in itself to Freethinkers. The May number contains one of 
Henri Fabre’s interesting articles on Insects—this time on 
Red Ants. Mr. Frank Harris’s symbolic story, “ The Veils 
of Isis,”  will repay a close perusal. We cannot say we are 
any more in love with Mr. H. G. Wells’s “ The World Set 
Free,”  which ends in this number. A clever political skit 
by the editor, called “  King Carson,”  deserves special 
mention amongst the remaining contents.

Sir Herbert Tree has been speaking very freely to a 
Referee interviewer on Sunday performances in theatres. 
He is all for legalising them as soon as possible. 
He denounces the methods by which the clergy of all 
denominations still fight the Sunday opening of theatres, 
even where they are obliged to wink at the Sunday opening 
of picture-shows and concert-halls. It is pretended that the 
performances at these places are devoted to charity. 
“  Yes,”  Sir Herbert says, “  yes ; I know that ‘ charity.' It 
comes from — w ell! I will say no more, lest I  should drop 
into, say, Shavian prose.”

We sometimes wish we had the power ascribed to Jesus 
in the Apocryphal Gospels—that of stretching a plank of 
wood to a desired size. In that case we might be able to 
do the same with the columns of this paper, and so find room 
for much that often has to be left out. Unfortunately, our 
qualities are of a less picturesque character, and so we regret 
that we have been compelled to hold over a further instal­
ment of “ Abracadabra's ”  Christian Apologetics. We apolo­
gise both to our contributor and to our readers, but cannot 
get thirteen inches into a foot, try how we may.

According to the Christian Age, Dr. A. C. Dixon, of the 
Metropolitan Tabernacle, has been asked to allow his 
sermons to be translated into Chinese, Russian, Spanish, and 
other languages. Let us hope that the reverend doctor will 
expunge his references to Ingersoll before the translations 
are made. Otherwise, we shall be compelled to have a 
Chinese edition of the Freethinker.

Religion— Protestant as well as Catholic—is ceasing every­
where to control the life of the State. Government in all 
countries is becoming sternly secular. The preambles of 
old Acts of Parliament contained usually in formal words a 
reference to the will of the Almighty. Legislators looked 
for instruction, not to political economy, but to the Bible. 
“ The will of the Almighty ” is now banished to the con­
science or the closet. The statesman keeps rigidly to the 
experienced facts of the world, and will have neither priest 
nor minister to interpret them for him. Political economy 
may contradict the Sermon on the Mount, but it is none the 
less the manual of our political leaders.— J. A, Froude,
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Primitive Man.—II.

(Continued from p. 893.)
“  Humanity in its misery has put question after question 

to science, and has lost patience at the slowness of the 
advance of knowledge. It has declared that the answers 
already formed by science are futile and of little interest 
From time to time it has preferred to turn back, and to 
delude itself with the beautiful mirage offered by religions 
and systems of philosophy.

“  But scienoe, confident of its methods, has quietly con­
tinued to work. Little by little, the answers to some of the 
questions that have been set have begun to appear. Whence 
do we come ? science has been asked unceasingly. Is not 
man a being unlike other beings, made in the image of God 
animated with the divine breath, and immortal? No, 
science answers Man is a kind of miscarriage of an ape, 
endowed with profound intelligence and capable of great 
progress. His brain is the seat of processes that are very 
complex and much higher than those of other animals, but 
these functions are incompatible with the existence of an 
immortal soul.”—Proeessoe Elie Mbtchnikofe, The Future 
of Man, p. 286.

“  Instead of having fallen from a perfect religion, man has 
but slowly emerged from the grossest superstitions. No one 
now supposes that some God invented architecture or 
music. We can trace how these arts have grown. Religion, 
as much as the arts, has developed from rude beginnings. 
It is a growth of earth, not a gift of heaven, and its mani­
festations have usually very clear traces of their clayey 
origin sticking to them.” —.T. M. Whkkleb, Footsteps of the 
Past, pp. 1-2.

Dbtden, in his play, The Conquest of Granada, speaks 
of a time “ When wild in woods the noble savage 
ran." Jean Jacques Rousseau declared that primi­
tive man, as be first appeared upon the earth, was 
perfect, both physically and morally. “  Man is horn 
free and everywhere he is in chains” * * * * § are the 
arresting words with which his Social Contract opens. 
While men like the Atheist Condoroet were nerved 
to action by the dream of human perfectibility in the 
future—which was, indeed, the dominant belief of 
the best minds of the eighteenth century—Rousseau 
turned from this splendid vision, regarding it as 
fantastic mockery. For him, the golden age lay, not 
in front, but behind. From his glowing imagination 
he conjures up an idyllic picture of a primitive 
arcadian state, where pity takes the place of laws 
and manners, and where the savage enjoys rude 
health through avoiding the overheated dwellings 
and over-abundant diet of the rich. So long, says 
Rousseau, as men lived in hovels, used bows and 
arrows, and were content with garments of skins, 
“  they lived free, healthy, good, and happy.” t 
Rousseau traces all the calamities, woes, and ills 
that beset mankind entirely to man’s presumptuous 
efforts to emerge from that happy ignorance in 
which, he deolared, eternal wisdom first placed us. 
As man has progressed in soience and art, so he has 
lost in health, freedom, and morality.) Our best 
plan, therefore, would be to retrace our steps along 
the path we have travelled, discarding civilisation by 
the way, until we again arrived at the primitive 
state of innocence and ignorance from which we 
started.

Such were the ideas with which Rousseau oapti- 
vated Europe, and were destined, later on, to bear 
fruit in the great French Revolution, the leaders of 
which were all impregnated with these ideas of 
Rousseau, whose works constituted their Bible.

But we know a great deal more about savage life, 
and primitive man, than at the time when Rousseau 
wrote his Discourses (1750-4) and his Social Contract 
(1762). Three soiences have sprung into existence 
since then—Anthropology, Ethnology, and Sociology 
—and hese have given the death-blow to the idea 
of the “ noble savage ” and the beautiful arcadian 
existence led by primitive man. As that gifted 
Frenchman, M. Saloman Reinach, well observes: 
“ The idea evolved in the eighteenth century of the 
free savage, emancipated from all constraints, is 
irrenconoilable with the most elementary facts of 
ethnography. Rousseau’s free savage is no real

* J. Morley, Rousseau (1873), voi. ii., p. 122. 
) J. Morley, Rousseau, voi. i., p. 170.
} J. Morley, Rousseau, voi. i., pp. 138-141.

savage, but a philosopher who has strippsd himself 
naked.*

The savage is not noble, he is not free, he is 
healthier than we are. Lionel Deole, the traveller, 
tells us that in Africa, in spite of the praotioe of 
polvgamy and the large number of children born, 
“ More than seventy per cent, die before they re»0“ 
fche age of five months ; and for this reason, if p°v‘ 
gamy ceases to exist, the native races will disappeaj' 
from Africa.” ) Mr. E. D. Morel, another good 
authority, says that among the Nigerians “ Infan 
mortality is terrible.” )

The average duration of life among adults is a’ 80 
far below the civilised standard. It is well known 
that missionaries rely a great deal more upon to0 
medicine-chest than upon the Bible for making 
converts, and every missionary now sent out has to 
have a knowledge of medicine.

Here is a pen-picture of other aspeots of tbs 
noble savage. Of the Matabele tribe of South Africa» 
Mr. Lionel Decle observes :—

“  Honesty, kindness, gratitude, do not exist Jot 
them. The thief is not despised because he 08 
stolen, bat because he has allowed himself . 
caught, and if his crime remains undetected, be 1 
admired by all. The higher powers, whether chiefs ® 
spirits, are respected in direct proportion to what W 
should call their cruelty and tendency to evil. At * 
great dance, as we have seen, the great warriors ca®

mber of people tlwforward and enumerated the number
had killed, not only in war, but also in their  ̂
country—for instance, if they had put a man to a 
by order of the King. Whenever Lo Ben wanted 
one killed, every man was anxious to be entrusted .̂g 
the mission, whether the intended victim we5ec0ll. 
bitterest enemy or his dearest friend. Kindness i0 
sidered by them the result of fear.” §

Their women are only worth slightly more t 
cattle, and are only appreciated for the work t 
are able to perform; “ our conception of f°vl or 
unintelligible to them ” (p. 166). The same ant ^  
says: “ I could tell many stories of unnatural a 0 
barbarous abominations among them.” Bot , 
negro, meaning thereby the Bantu, is not the low 
type met with in Africa. “  That distinction, 80v 
Mr. Deole,— p0t

“ belongs to the bushman. The bushman is, P6’-13 jjB 
a little more developed than the anthropoid ape, bu 3 
remains his first cousin. He makes himself a fire’ 
we understand his language. The ape cannot 
a fire, and at present we do not understand „ 
language. That is all the difference between the t 

He is by instinct “ intensely malicious and destraC 
tive.” And further:—

■ The African black in the primitive state is hardly
further removed from the beast. His existence cen^ g  
itself almost wholly upon one aim—for it can hardly 
called an ideal—eating. Thought for the morrow 
absolutely unknown to him. Give him his food f0* 
week, he will devour it until he cannot gorge an. gg 
mouthful, and then he will spoil the rest. H0 30 0 
little conscious of the past as of the future. Thing00 
wiped from his mind the moment after they have h r 
pened ; he is absolutely incapable of measuring ' 
even from the most recent and important events. 00 " 
in one way does he bring himself into relation with 
past—through the sentiment of fear and reveug j 
Gratitude is unknown to him. The animal affection 
parents for their young rarely extends with the pr* . 0 
tive African beyond the years of infancy ; after that 
relation is forgotten, as it is among the beasts. Ho 
is unknown to him. There is no word in any Centr 
African language meaning 1 kiss.’ ” ||

Added to all th is,—
“ the native sees nothing beautiful, wonderful, ^  
attractive in Nature. Flowers and trees, and the hi 
enchanting scenery, are entirely lost upon him- 
tree only begins to interest him when it is fit to bn  ̂
And yet, though he finds nothing to be enjoyed ^0 
Nature, he is quite satisfied with his position. A11 ,8 
wants is plenty to eat and little to do, and these W»h 
are generally perfectly easy to satisfy ”  (517).

* Reinach, Orpheus, p 20.
t Lionel Decle, Three Years in Savage Af rica (1900), P- 10O-
l Morel, Nigeria : Its Peoples and Its Problems, p. 214.
§ Lionel Decle, Three Years in Savage Africa, p. 165.
|| Decle, Three Years in Savage Africa, pp. 510-511.
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says « v  ,ngsley> *n ^er Travels in West Africa (p. 856), 
Afrino« °^ ,rarely. indeed I believe never, find an 
CraWfn a Sift for pioturesque soenery.” And 
African1̂ ’ mi8si°nary, speaking of a gorgeous 
Wakfis ■i8unseii> a “  dissolving scene which memory 
PaintLluS °wn>” says of the Negro, “  To him this 

Qf Poetry is the plainest of plain prose.” * 
who LCOurse> there are many other tribes in Africa 
Heels ?V6 made more progress than these, and Mr. 
he jo »1Sf ca 0̂ful to point out, more than once, that a 0Q 8 ^ring to the most primitive. That he was 
8xplor  ̂ observer is testified by the famous 
dootiQer’ ? ’ Stanley, who, in writing an intro-
entrust a ° wor >̂ says that Mr. Decle was 
8eienHfi8d *?y the French Government with a 
Africa t° m*S830n “  to proceed to South and East 
for w. s t u d y  their ethnology and anthropology, 
his t* • . I*arPose he was peculiarly well qualified by 

GhSning and observation ” (p. 8). 
prim:i. ony aQd waste seem to be characteristic of 
ĥorn *Ve Q?an 3n quarters of the globe. J. P. 

sp8aki8°n’ *n *“ 8 ^ook on British New Guinea, 
than, D,g the feasts at which the natives “ gorge 
QePi8elve8,” observes

Native festivity is not infrequently accompanied by 
jl®. Privation brought about through scarcity of food, 
j  18 degenerative social institution of feast and famine 
¡¿®68 n°t confine itself to New Guinea, but extends 

elf over the whole equatorial zone of the Pacific ” ^ (PP. 70, 71).
3n “ thousands of hungry children and 

Gatr a°  mo^ers.”
Ametiln’ who lived for many years among the North 
retttrn°dn *nd3ans> hells us that a party of Indians 
tonrjUe „ carnP “ with fourteen hundred fresh buffalo 
Used ly, n°  ̂ a Ponnd of the flesh or a skin being 
“ Thi8110 catnP being well stooked with dried meat, 
and Us Pro^igate waste of the lives of these noble 
tiQQ 0f8/^  animals,” says Catlin, “  is a fair exhibi- Agai* • *mProv3dent character of the savage.’M 
telia n D’ har-away Patagonia, Carl Skottsberg

Wh ^ . la  ̂ delight when they come across a stranded 
lefj.a 6 ■ Feasts are held as long as anything eatable is 
thev r̂otr! ah directions the savages hasten up, eat till 
Sev are ^  hurst, and pull away with loaded canoes. 
Wh hhe Indians we met had big quantities of
th6aT6; r bb6r. This does not contradict the fact that 
Sa . Qdian only lives for the day and never thinks of 
blnhv,g any*hing; he leads a wild life, with meat and 

j j  ber one day and nothing to eat the next.” ):
Akstr ĵj8, ®Pencer and Gillen say of the Aborigine of

tj has not reached the agricultural stage of civilisa- 
in a’ bas no *dea of cultivating cereals or of laying 

stock of food to maintain himself during the time 
■with1 *°°d ’8 scarce. He lives from hand to mouth 
abu s'1*1 any thought of the morrow. When food is 
it ¡ a n t  he eats in plenty and is quite happy; when 
and8 ??aroe he accepts the condition philosophically, 
pa,.’ “  hungry, merely tightens his waist-belt and 
to r6? !1?  waits until such time as he can find something

(To be continued.) W. Mann.

n and Natural Selection.—II.

S s  SeGOnd ^lustration—that of the human ey e -is  
2 er an unfortunate one to put forward as affording 
S  gn ln nature. Nothing is more common than to 

06 persons or animals with defective eyesight and 
heL  1®Perfeotion in vision resulting from a 
baa ^  'inahty of the organ is an evidence either of 
aluBde8Jgn or an absence of design altogether To 
, e§e that an imperfect organ can be the work of 

a an aU-wise and all-powerful Deity supposes that 
___̂ jT®nt̂ being can produce a failure.

G. <r oa« :ford’ Taking Black.
African banners, Customs,

Cari 2 “ ' voi. i„  p, 257.
8 Crillea ans o g' Wilds of Patagonia, p, 

opencer, Across Australia, p. 197.

and Condition of the North

95.

Nor could a perfect organ, designed by an Almighty 
God, get out of order; for it is a positive evidence 
of imperfect workmanship that an organ or instru­
ment becomes impaired or rendered valueless by use. 
Thousands of people born into the world are born 
with eyes out of which they cannot see. As Tom 
Hood, in one of his satirical poems, says of Tim 
Turpin, who was gravel blind :—

“  And ne’er had seen the skies ;
For Nature, when his head was made,

Forgot to dot his eyes.”
But in this case the deficiency would be chargeable 
against Deity ; for Nature, being neither intelligent 
nor good, cannot be considered as answerable for her 
imperfect productions.

There are thousands of persons born blind, and 
hundreds of thousands whose sight is so defective 
that they keep the doctors at our ophthalmic hos­
pitals in oonstant employment. As an optical instru­
ment, the human eye is very imperfect. To enable him 
to see small objects, or objects at a great distance, 
man has to call in the aid of the optician, who can 
manufacture microscopes by which very minute 
particles of matter can be seen, or telescopes by 
which heavenly bodies altogether out of view to the 
naked eye are brought within the range of human 
vision. “  Optically,” says Professor H. D. Garrison, 
of America,

“ the eye is not perfectly planned to guard against 
spherical and chromatic aberrations, while in me­
chanical construction it is inferior to the cheapest 
optical instrument in the market. Astigmatism, or 
want of sphericity of the cornea, is present in a greater 
or less degree in every human eye, while the crystalline 
lens are not truly centred, as Helmholtz has shown, on 
the optical axis of the eye. The refracting media of 
the eye, as the aqueous humor, the crystalline lens, the 
vitreous humor, are not uniformly transparent, and 
hence rays of light during transmission undergo absorp­
tion and refraction, giving rise to various shadows, 
halos, and fringes, which fall upon the retina, to the 
great impairment of vision. Even in the best of eyes 
there are numerous opaque granules, or floating patches, 
in the humors, giving rise to moving spots or spectres, 
so well observed, and yet so annoying, while using the 
microscope, especially if the field is well illuminated. 
Long-sightedness and short-sightedness are common 
difficulties, arising from want of proper relation between 
the refracting power of the eye and its depth, or the 
antero-posterior diameter. All these difficulties are 
practically overcome or avoided in even the cheapest 
photographic cameras in the market, and yet no one 
has ever claimed that the camera had a miraculous 
origin, or that the wonderful design manifest in its 
mechanism proves its designer to have been a God.”

Every organ that man possesses is in some respect 
imperfect—indeed, absolute perfection is altogether 
inconceivable, there being degrees of perfection only, 
by reason of comparison with other objects. Thus, 
as organs, one pair of eyes may be more perfect than 
another, though each may be defective ; and so on.

When, instead of individual objects being taken 
separately, we take the working of nature as a 
whole, we find that all animated nature is in con­
stant warfare—the insect against the vegetable, the 
birds against the insects, the lower animals against 
the birds, and man against them all. And bo 
terrible is this struggle that, if the Design Argument 
were really true, many of the designs are of so 
destructive and horrible a character as to reflect 
anything but credit upon the wisdom or goodness of 
the Deity who is the alleged author. Thus we find 
the claws and teeth of some carnivorous animals 
are so arranged as to be just suited for the purpose 
of laying hold of and tearing the flesh of their prey. 
In fact, in nature the strong oppress the weak, the 
brutal ride roughshod over the gentle, the lion tears 
the peaceful deer or the inoffensive lamb; idleness 
and hypocrisy revel in luxury whilst modest honesty 
walks about in rags. And how oft indeed the earth 
has been deluged in blood through the wickedness, 
the superstition, or the caprice of the powerful! 
With truth crushed to earth, virtue outraged, misery 
and suffering perpetually abounding in the various 
nations of the earth, is it not folly to talk of the
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beautiful designs of Omnipotence ? Man, assuming 
in his vanity that everything was made especially 
for him, has arrogantly declared that everything in 
the universe was arranged to subserve to his benefit

Curé Meslier, in his Bon Sens, relates an Eastern 
story which fittingly describes this arroganoe. A 
priest, on a pilgrimage, wanders through some 
gardens; he is surrounded by trees, whose foliage 
enchants the eye and the perfume of whose leaves is 
delicious. Some of the trees contain luscious fruit, 
of which he partakes, and, as he does so, he shouts 
up in his ecstasy, “ Allah, Allah, how good thou art to 
the children of men ! Thou hast made these trees 
to oharm our sight and the fruit to minister to our 
wants ; how good thou art to the children of men.” 
Proceeding on his journey, he goes through still 
more beautiful gardens. He hears the birds singing 
in the trees ; while the sun in all his glory and reful­
gence shines upon the face of the earth, and every­
thing seems to breathe an air of joy and peace, and 
in his ecstasy the priest again exclaims: “ Allah, 
Allah, how good thou art to the children of men.” 
The sun had sunk below the horizon when the priest, 
still on his journey, proceeded to climb an exceed­
ingly high mountain, on the summit of which, at 
nightfall, he lay himself down to rest. When, in the 
morning, he arose from his sleep, he looked on the 
other side of the mountain, and lo, be saw the 
corpses of men who had been slain in battle strewn 
about the earth, and wolves were devouring the 
carcases, and as they did so they seemed to exclaim 
in their ecstasy, "  Allah, Allah, how good thou art to 
the children of wolves! Thou hast made these men 
fight in order that we might have the ineffable 
bliss of devouring their bodies; how good thou art 
to the children of wolves ! ” And it is this arrogant 
feeling that the earth and the fruits thereof were 
made specially for him that has caused man to 
imagine a God designing and arranging everything 
with a view of making him happy and contented.

That we may understand the meaning of natural 
selection it is well that the facts upon which the 
theory rests should be briefly stated. And, first, it 
assumed that the proposition, that all animated 
matter has the power to increase beyond the means 
of subsistence, is one of irrefragable truth ; and that, 
were it not for the constant operation of checks, the 
number of beings that would be produced under 
favorable conditions would outstrip nature’s capa­
bility to provide enough food to enable them all to 
live. It has been calculated by Linneeus that a 
plant whioh produced only two seeds annually, and 
whose seedlings only produced two, would, in the 
course of twenty years, produce no fewer than one 
million of plants. Nature kills off the young of 
animals and destroys thousands of eggs and seeds. 
For every seed that comes to maturity, a thousand 
perish; for every animal that survives and lives to a 
good age hundreds die young or are destroyed at 
birth. And nature kills man in precisely the same 
way. When too many are born a famine kills thous­
ands, and disease kills more. Among the millions of 
plants and animals that exist no two are alike. 
Either from inherited qualities or other similar 
causes there are found to be some variations from 
other existing beings in every creature born into the 
world. However slight these variations they consti­
tute an advantage or a disadvantage to the individ­
uals possessing them. These variations take place 
under two well-ascertained conditions—under nature 
according to geographical position and the con­
stantly changing conditions of life; under domestica­
tion as the effects of habit, and, in regard to plants 
and the lower animals, the result of artificial selec­
tion, or selection by man on account of possessing 
some superior qualities which were thought worthy 
of preservation. From the fact of there being more 
beings in existence, as compared with the amount of 
food at their command, a struggle for existence is 
set up in which the “ fittest” or those best adapted 
to their surroundings get the advantage, while the 
weak and those in other ways unfit for the uneven 
battle have inevitably to succumb.

And all experience goes to show that it is only 
“ those who survive "  in the great struggle for exis - 
enoe that the theologian points so trium phantly » 
the evidence of the wonderful designs of an all-g00 

and all-wise God. ARTHUE B. MOSS.

The Phenomena of Procreation. -III.

( Concluded from p. 299.)
W h e n  the yoke of an egg is examined, a white BP 
is seen on its upper surface. This white spot is 1 
germ-disk from which the embryo arises, and all 
remaining material contained within the yoke ©® 
brane is rich food provided for the needs of 
growing embryo. If an egg whioh has been in° 
bating for several days is examined, the embryo 
seen surrounded by membranes, parts of which a 
provided with blood vessels. The fluid in 4 
tubes is propelled by the pulsation of the embryo 
heart, which begins to beat on the second day 0 
incubation. These blood vessels, in the first instancy 
convey the food particles contained in the yolk, & 
afterwards from the white of the egg to the expan  ̂
ing embryo. This blood circulation also enables 
embryo to obtain oxygen from the air which P 
trates the pores of the egg shell, and supplies it 
an instrument for expelling the waste matters 
produces in the course of development. s

The importance of these two circulatory process > 
which together constitute the respiration of 
evolving bird, is made manifest by the faot that ^ 
embryo perishes from suffocation when the pores 
the shell become choked with any foreign substanc ' 
If the embryo is to develop into a chicken, dnckh e’ 
or any other nestling, unimpeded acoess to oxyg6 ’ 
and ability to discharge its waste carbon-dioxide 8 
absolutely essential. Realising this, poultry bread0 
and bird fanciers make a point of keeping eggs “r - 
are intended for hatohing, clean before, and dorl 
the period of incubation. ,riodSSome of the snakes, the crocodiles, and the va 
turtles are oviparous, and their embryos are 
markably similar to those of the feathered fa1101 
Unlike birds, however, reptiles do not brood ev^ 
their eggs, but resign their hatching to the g^a0'° ^ 0 
warmth of the sun. Various snakes give birth 
living young, as do some of the lizards. With th 
viviparous reptiles, the eggs are retained in 
oviducts until the young are fully developed, and 
then expelled from the body by muscular move© 0 
Viviparous snakes are moderately prolific. “ 00 
garter snake sometimes gives birth to as many 
45 in one brood; the rattlesnake produces 9 to 1 ’ 
the copperhead, 7 to 9; and the water-mocoast ' 
7 to 14.” t0

Some of the embryological phenomena relating " 
those organisms in whioh internal development ^ 
universal remain to be briefly outlined. To ©®,g 
their new requirement, the oviduots of mam©8Q 
have been enlarged and arranged to enable the© , 
hold their eggs during development. This expand 
organ is the uterus or womb. In primitive mam© 
such as the kangaroo and opossums, a right and j  ̂
uterus has been evolved through the enlargement 
a part of each oviduct. But, in the higher © 8 
malia, the right and left uteri become fused in 
course of embryologioal development, and there to 
remains one single uterus, whioh is connected ^ 
each ovary by a Fallopian tube. The eggs forme® 
either oviduot are conducted along the correspond* 
tube into the womb, where, if they have been 1 
pregnated, they evolve into embryos. In all ©a 
mals, man among them, the egg cells are ^Pagi­
nated by sperm cells which have joined them at 
passing through the secretions of the lining © ® 8 
branes of the womb and its tubes. The egg di© 
almost immediately after fecundation, and may ha ft 
undergone marked changes by the time, usual*? 
day or two, that it passes from the tube into 
womb.



Ma î  17, 1914 THE FREETHINKER

.The number of egg cells fertilised on a ^ £ 1  
sion varies considerably with dine , one 
Apes, horses, cattle, and women nsnal y p from 
at a birth, although twins and triplets 
uncommon. The pig, rabbit, rats an » .  of
domesticated dog and cat produce qu depend
young. The number of offspring « P P f ^ J a n d  
on the number of egg cells that a period of 
fertilised. With different mammale» “ « P ^  .g 
Pregnancy is also subject  ̂to wide v . ’ o£ the
fo some extent conditioned by t t three
animal. The guinea pig is pregnan - young
weeks; the rabbit and squirrel dehver the y 
after thirty days. Gestation occupies three
in the lion; four months in the pig. little more 
fbe bear; nine months in the cow, andi .  ̂
than nine months in the human femal „iraffe
akes ten months, the horse eleven, the 8 ^  

fourteen, and the elephant twenuy^tw from
toe oopulative act to the casting of the youuSthe Womb.

The ~ ” "reBDj ®mbryologioal arrangements for nutrition and 
bocom 100 previously described in the case of birds 
CQn e far more elaborate with mammals. The 
0Qe ecb,°n established in the egg of the bird between 
a and another is in mammals developed into
nejg °f communication between the blood ohan- 
may °£ . 6 embryo and those of its mother. This 

be verified through an examination of the 
toamm°r°f a rabbit, which answers for a study of 
whioh a lan embryos in general. The membranes 
fQrni ,e° e°mpa88 a rabbit’s embryo are abundantly 
etnbrv > with blood vessels running towards the 
doe’8^° 8 heart. Lining tissue (epithelium) of the 
ab8QrvWotnb encircles the embryo, and this tissue 
arteri 3 ££le nourishing blood from the heart and 
may b0S ££le Parent body. Tree-shaped outgrowths 
thfi ° 8een embedded in the external membranes of0 embryo:__

. J b e s e  tree-like processes receive their blood supply 
u , .be embryo’s heart through blood vessels in the 
or 'heal cord attached to the embryo at the umbilicus 
me T 6*' a resnft of this close attachment of the 
th eh?ranes °f the embryo and the lining of the uterus, 
ostn °°d V0S8e's °f the two are near enough to allow 
&nd°Si8' '̂rom the maternal blood capillaries, foods, 
ex °i^§en osmose into those of the embryo, and the 
b l od*0n8 of the embryo’s cells pass into the maternal 
from * ^°bd bodies, like red-blood cells, cannot pass 
bio ££le matemal to the embryo’s blood; and the 
j oci oells in the embryonic blood vessels are formed 
th rn.certam cells belonging to the embryo. However, 
tion 1£aP°rtant point is that food, oxygen, and excre- 
blo j ostaose between the maternal and embryonic 
emi ve8sels in the membranes which attach the 

^  rJ° to the wall of the uterus.”
are te m8mb>ranes whioh fix the embryo to the womb 
afterb^u^ ££l8 Placenfca. As a rule, the plaoenta or 
tv,- rth detaches itself from the womb as soon —the Vonr* wuo° AUOOJU IJL U111 IUO \VUJLLl KJ ttb dUUO His
body tj,„g_ar11e delivered, and is itself driven from the

3

explain the large size of most

. , , uenverea, and is itself driven from the 
The17 e r?u§k the masoular motions of the uterus. 
feview a ^y°f°S'eal phenomena just passed under

at birth. The provisions for internal 
JfnnBhment are so elaborate, and the time occupied
is !hs, greater mammals for intra-uterine development

8°. long, that the highly evolved condition of the 
*[y born offspring is easily understood, 

burhe Plac0ntal structure whioh attaches the un 
^».m am m al to the womb of its mother and 
Prides a nutritive connection between them is a 
E 0laHy mammalian organ. It 1b not present n 
th! m°not*emee, which lay eggs, and its condition in 

marsupials is little more than incipient. But 
I th a11 the higher mammals it occurs in some form 
.other,  “ always acting as a double vascular sponge, 
2  ^bich the blood of the mother nourishes and 

A 68 bhat of her unborn young.” . . .
dev ialrea,dy intimated, the eggs or ova, after their 
ana® °pment within the ovaries, soon reach maturity, 
^  are automatically expelled. If, at this period , 

ey are impregnated by the male element, they 
W f l 1Qt0 embryos; but if they are not, they soon , 
086 their vitality and perish. Under favorable oon-
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ditions, then, fertilisation of the ripe egg is accom­
plished through its union with the spermatozoon. 
This union is believed to occur in the human female 
in the upper third of the oviduct, or Fallopian tube, 
the fertilised ovum afterwards entering the nterns, 
where it develops the attachments necessary to the 
nutrition of the embryo or fœtus during its develop­
ment within the womb.

Direct knowledge concerning the development of 
the human embryo was far from complete until 
Wilhelm His published his investigations in his 
work on Human Embryology. A few isolated des­
criptions of the appearance of the embryo during the 
first few months of pregnancy were previously avail­
able, and even now the obstacles whioh bar increased 
information are very serious. The main sources 
from whioh detailed knowledge is obtained are post­
mortem examinations, operations, and abortions.

Nevertheless, many phenomena are now clearly 
demonstrable as a result of observation and experi­
ment. From the fertilised ovum, then, proceeds the 
embryo, and from this the fœtus is evolved. If we 
adopt the scheme of His, the ovum phase covers the 
first two weeks ; the embryonal period covers the 
third, fourth, and fifth weeks, in the course of 
which, the principal organs make their appearance 
until in the fœtal stage the embryo passes into the 
fœtus, when, at the end of nine months, the ohild is 
born. The average length of the embryo at the age 
two weeks is approximately 01 ins., at eight weeks 
1 in., at three months 2 ins., and at birth 19 7 ins.

One of the earliest ova was described by Peters in 
1899, and was ten or eleven days old. In this ease, 
as in various others of later development whioh were 
subsequently studied, there was nothing whioh in 
the slightest degree distinguished the human embryo 
from that of other animals. One human embryo 
about four weeks old which was figured by Mall 
would pass for that of a rabbit or a dog.

The doctrine enunciated by Haeokel, which that 
eminent zoologist founded on Van Baer’s law : that 
the development of the embryo or fœtus broadly 
represents the phases through which its ancestors 
have passed in the oonrse of evolution, and which is 
more briefly stated in the expression that ontogeny 
recapitulates phylogeny, remains unshaken. Even 
Louis Agassiz was powerfully impressed by these 
facts although he never had the courage to admit 
the truth of evolution. Some of the universally 
acknowledged embryologioal facts are sufficiently 
striking. At one stage the human embryo possesses 
gill-slits and a two-chambered heart like a fish ; at a 
later stage the gill-slits disappear and the heart 
becomes reptilian. At a still later stage a monkey­
like tail is present, and even at birth the child uses 
its feet in most ape-like fashion, and not until it is 
several months old are the essentially animal in­
stincts replaced by those that are specifically human. 
As a distinguished naturalist remarks, unless the 
phenomena of embryology point to evolution they 
are most mischievously misleading, and apart from 
their evolutionary interpretation, remain utterly 
meaningless. It is not claimed that the embryo­
logioal record holds good in every little detail, but in 
a broad and general way. In the words of Maitland 
Balfour, “  It may be compared to an anoient manu­
script with many of the sheets lost, others displaced, 
and with spurious passages interpolated by a later
haDd-” T. F. P a l m e r . I

I say that the State power should not be used to arrest 
discussion, because the State power may be used equally for 
truth or error, for Mohammedanism or Christianity, for 
belief or no-belief, but in discussion truth has an advantage. 
Arguments always tell for truth as such, and against error 
as such; if you let the human mind alone, it has a prefer­
ence for good argument over bad ; it oftener takes truth 
than not. But if you do not let it alone, you give truth no 
advantage at a ll; you substitute a game of force, where all 
doctrines are equal, for a game of logic where the true have 
the better chance.— Walter Bagehot, “  Literary Studies," 
vol. iii.
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COUNTRY.
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St. H elens B banch N. S. S. (Central Café) : Saturday, May 16, 
at 7.30, W. Jones, “  The Philosophy and Poetry of Omar 
Khayyam.”
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Members pay an entranoe fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent 
yearly subscription of five shillings.

The Society has a considerable number of members, but a much 
larger number is desirable, and it is hoped that some will be 
gained amongst those who read this announcement. All who join 
it participate in the oontrol of its business and the trusteeship of 
its resources. It is expressly provided in the Articles of Associa­
tion that no member, as such, shall derive any sort of profit from 
th- Sooiety, either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in 
any way whatever.

The Sooietys affairs are managed by an elected Board of 
Directors, consisting of not less than five and not more than 
twelve members, one-third of whom retire by ballot) each year,

but are oapable of re-election. An Annual General Meetll^ eol 
members must be held in London, to receive the Report, 
new Directors, and transact any other business that may ®rl

Being a duly registered body, the Seoular Society, klB?rity, 
can receive donations and bequests with absolute 860 
Those who are in a position to do so are invited t° ^eif 
donations, or to insert a bequest in tho Society’s favor in gigJi. 
wills. On this point there need not be the slightest apprehen 
It is quite impossible to set aside such bequests. The exec> 
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary c0Û  \r> 
administration. No objection of any kind has been rais ^8 
connection with any of the wills by whioh the Sooiety 
already been benefited. ,v 23

The Society's solicitors are Messrs. Harper and Battooe > 
Rood-lane, Fenchuroh-street, London, E.C. j

A Form of Bequest.—The following is a sufficient 
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators:—“  I S)vf,
“  bequeath to the Secular Society, Limited, the sum w by 
“  free from Legacy Duty, and I direot that a reoeipt B‘SnB ,aty 
“  two members of the Board of the said Socioty and tho Se°r 
“  thereof shall be a good discharge to my Exeoutors f°
“  said Legacy.” ^

Friends of the Sooiety who have remembered it in their 0f 
or who intend to do bo, should formally notify the Secret» 
the fact, or send a private intimation to the Chairman, w“  aary, 
(if desired) treat it as strictly confidential. This is not neoe ^  
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes get lost or miala"3' 
their contents have to be established by oompetant teatimo »•
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Sbculabism teaches that oonduct should be based on reason 
and knowledge. It knows nothing of divine guidance or 
mterference I it exoludes supernatural hopes and fears, it 
regards happiness as man’s proper aim, and utility as his moral guide.

Secularism affirms that Progress is only possible through 
hiberty, which is at once a right and a duty; and therefore 
seeks to remove every barrier to the fullest equal freedom of 
nought, action, and speech.

Secularism declares that theology is condemned by reason 
aa superstitious, and by experience as mischievous, and

Sails it no 11— i- = • ■ ~
__n.«« UJ OÂ OtlOUViO *»» 1

sails it as the historic enemy of Progress,
Secularism accordingly seeks to dispel superstition ; to 

8Pread education ; to disestablish religion ; to rationalise 
morality ; to promote peace ; to dignify labor ; to extend 
material well-being ; and to realise the self-government of people.

«oll,fny person is eligible as a member on signing the
Membership.

. - ...........&ibl
„0-w*ng declaration:—

Pled ®eslre to join the National Secular Society, and I 
rivwS6, myseif, if admitted as a member, to co-operate in 
Emoting its objects.”

Warns........
d ddrest.
Occupation .................................................................
Dated th it............... day o f .....................................190 ........

win!1*8 ®?°laration Bhould be transmitted to the Secretary 
p.g ascription.

me a minimum of Two Shillings per year, every
hi_mber *8 left to fix his own subscription according to 

means and interest in the oause.T Immediate Practical Objects.
thoush+«F*-ma**on °l Bequests to Seoular or other Free- 
Imtera Societies, for the maintenance and propagation of 
eondit' °Pml0118 on matters of religion, on the same 
organisaV 8,8 a®®£y *° Christian or Theistio churches or
tvefjj)? Volition of the Blasphemy Laws, in order that 
out fean ®?ay canvassed as freely as other subjeots, with- 

The "Vy dne 01 Imprisonment.
Chur , ^establishment and Disendowment of the State 

The ak*D- ? n8land, Scotland, and Wales, 
in Schi  '£'°n of all Religions Teaching and Bible Reading 
bv °°l®' or other educational establishments supported
chils 8 °Pening of all endowed educational institutions to the 

Tjj8“ an̂  youth of all classes alike, 
of g f-“r°gation of all laws interfering with the free use 
Saü̂  <lay for the purpose of culture and reoreation ; and the 
and aIî°Penlng of State and Municipal Museums, Libraries, 

l  Galleries.
edual in»?m , o£ Marriage Laws, especially to secure
and fo'L-?., 06 l°r husband and wife, and a reasonable liberty

The e y °£ divoroe’that aij <lnalisation of the legal status of men and women, so 
The p*1®^8 may be independent of sexual distinctions. 

frotQ r°«eotion of children from all formB of violence, and 
P^maturf1!6 °£ *k°Be who would make a profit out of their

l°sterirm>0̂ ' cm °* all hereditary distinctions and privileges, 
brotherhood antagonistic to justice and human

ditfojfs £l?Pr?vement by all just and wise means of the oon- 
*n town dady Ijl® for the masseB of the people, especially 
Celling8 acd mGes, where insanitary and incommodious 
w°aknes ' &ad .tlle want of °Pon spaces, cause physical 

The p8 and .̂ ‘ 8eas -i and the deterioration of family life. 
Itself for <-f10tion °f tile right and duty of Labor to organise 
claim to i ?10rai and economical advancement, and of its 

The SnV,8?-. r?tectl°n in sn°h combinations, 
ffient ¡n .r®“ *ution of the idea of Reform for that of Punish- 
longer he , treatment of criminals, so that gaols may no 
but place f0es °f brutalisation, or even of mere detention, 
those wh* °* Physical, intellectual, and moral elevation for 

An g Xi° ar? afflicted with anti-social tendencies, 
them hunfntatm °f the moral law to animals, so as to Beoure 

The p . ane treatment and legal protection against cruelty, 
lotion of °f Peace between nations, and the substi-
National Lta‘rtutration for War in the settlement of inter-

FREETHOUGHT PUBLICATIONS.

L ib e r t y  a n d  N e c e s s it y . An argum ent against 
Free Will and in favor of Moral Causation. By David 
Hume. 32 pages, price 2d., postage Id.

T h e  M o r t a l it y  o f  t h e  So u l . B y David Hum e. 
With an introduction by G. W. Foote. 16 pages, price Id., 
postage id.

An E s sa y  on Su ic id e . By David Hume. With 
an Historical and Critical Introduction by G. W. Foote, 
price Id., postage id.

F rom  Ch r is t ia n  P u l p it  to  Se c u l a r  P l a t f o r m .
By J. T. Lloyd. A History of his Mental Development. 
60 pages, price Id., postage Id.

T h e  M a r t y r d o m  o f  H y p a t ia . B y M. M. M anga- 
sarian (Chicago). 16 pages, price Id., postage id.

T h e  W is d o m  o f  t h e  An c ie n t s . B y Lord Bacon.
A beautiful and suggestive composition. 86 pages, reduced 
from Is. to 3d., postage Id.

A  R e f u t a t io n  o f  D e is m . B y P ercy Bysshe 
Shelley. With an Introduction by G. W. Foote. 32 pages, 
price Id., postage id.

L i f e , D e a t h , a n d  I m m o r t a l it y . By Percy Bysshe 
Shelley. 16 pages, price Id., postage id .

F o o t s t e p s  o f  t h e  P a s t . E ssays on H um an 
Evolution. By J. M. Wheeler. A Very Valuable Work. 
192 pages, price Is., postage 2id.

B ib l e  St u d ie s  a n d  P h a l l ic  W o r s h ip . B y J. M.
Wheeler. 136 pages, price Is. 6d., postage 2d.

U t il it a r ia n is m . B y Jerem y Bentham . An Im por­
tant Work. 32 pages, price Id., postage id .

T h e  Ch u r c h  Ca t e c h is m  E x a m in e d . B y Jerem y 
Bentham. With a Biogrophical Introduction by J. M. 
Wheeler. A Drastio Work by the great man who, as 
Macaulay said, “ found Jurisprudence a gibberish and left 
it a Science.” 72 pages, price (reduced from Is.) 3d, 
postage Id.

T h e  E s se n c e  o f  R e l ig io n . B y Ludw ig Feuerbach. 
11 All theology is anthropology.”  Büchner said that “ no 
one has demonstrated and explained the purely human 
origin of the idea of God better than Ludwig Feuerbach.” 
78 pages, price 6d, postage Id.

T h e  Co de  o f  N a t u r e . B y Denis D iderot. P ow er­
ful and eloquent. 16 pages, price Id., postage id.

L e t t e r s  o f  a  Ch in a m a n  on t h e  M is c h ie f  of 
Missionabies. 16 pages, price Id., postage id .

B io g r a p h ic a l  D ic t io n a r y  o f  F r e e t h in k e r s —
Of All AgeB and Nations. By Joseph Mazzini Wheeler. 
355 pages, price (reduced from 7s. 6d.) 3s., postage 4d.

A P h il o s o p h ic a l  In q u ir y  Co n c e r n in g  H um an  
L ibeety . By Anthony Collins. With Preface and Anno­
tations by G. W. Foote and Biographical Introduction by 
J. M. Wheeler. One of the strongest defences of Deter­
minism ever written. Cloth, Is. ; paper, 6d., post Id.

PAMPHLETS BY C. COHEN.

An Outline of Evolutionary Ethics. Price 6d., 
postage Id.

Socialism, Atheism, and Christianity. Price id.,
postage id.

Christianity and Social Ethics. Price id.,
postage id.

Pain and Providence. Price id., postage |d.
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THE BIBLE HANDBOOK
FOR FREETHINKERS AND ENQUIRING CHRISTIANS.

BY

G. W. FOOTE and W. P. BALL.

N E W  A N D  C H E A P E R  E D I T I O N
Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.

WELL PRINTED O N  GOOD PAPER AND WELL BOUND.

In Paper4 Covers, SIXPENCE—Met.
(Postage ljd.)

In Cloth Covers, ONE SH ILLIN G —-Net.
(Postage 23.)

ONE OF THE MOST USEFUL BOOKS EVER PUBLISHED.
INVALUABLE TO FREETHINKERS ANSWERING CHRISTIAN*3

j^THE PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E-c>

P I O N E E R  P A M P H L E T S .

Now being issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.

No. I_BIBLE AND BEER. By G. W. Foote.
FORTY PAGES—ONE PENNY

Postage: single copy, |d.; 6 copies, 1-Jd.; 18 copies, 3d.; 23 copies, 4d. (parcel post)

No. II.—DEITY AND DESIGN. By C. Cohen.
(A Reply to Dr. Alfred Russel Wallace.)

THIRTY-TWO PAGES—ONE PENNY.
Postage: Single oopy, £d.; 6 copies, l|d.; 18 copies, 2£d.; 26 copies, 4d. (parcel post).

No. I l l_MISTAKES OF MOSES. By Colonel Ingersoll.
THIRTY-TWO PAGES—ONE PENNY.

Postage: Single oopy, £d.; 6 copies, l jd . ; 18 copies, 2^d.; 26 copies, 4d. (paroel post).

IN PREPARATION.

No. IV.-CHRISTIANITY AND PROGRESS. By G, W. Foote.

No. V.-MODERN MATERIALISM. By W. Mann.

Special Terms for Quantities for Free Distribution or to Advanced
Societies.
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