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There can be no safety in an illogical eposition, and
aes chances of snug quarters in eternity cannot surely
bettered by believing at one and the same moment o
*He &lj-contradictory propositions.
Augustine Birrell.

“The God of this World.”

59’ is the very atmosphere in whioh the

and” an re*8ion lives and moves and has its being;
the In.ProP°rtion as Christians oease to be bigots

Qi 1°8es its hold upon them. The better
d a.man Sreatei' is his bigotry. Th
31 '299°t it 8? unknown o'ribin,ltholgghythere i

isa be 8a" “or supposition that it
who°ffD>**°n = by God,gghr_ se which the French,
Bic often heard it; would easily pronounce as higot.
°an’h_ a"ever or'tm the term may be, there
geo 6 no doubt whatever as to Its meaning. By
aut suOOnsent a bigot is a fanatical and intoler-
o08j rert of a religions creed; and_ of all the
fiD s toe Christian is the one in which bigotry
Ghri r 8 BO8fT injuriously. It is impossible to be a
heine laD* *h New Testament sense, without
Oati™ a °’S°t- Even the Gospel Jesus was the inear-
th jjO? °t bigotry. The greatest of all sins was not
aod pleve *n bioa. He cursed Chorazin, Bethsaida
ear ,~aP?rnanm simply because they turned a deaf
°aHd 8 ®osPeh Scribes and Pharisees were
th  ab the bad names imaginable solely because
°ouv “ere Mis opponents. The moment Paul was
"bom f” be blossomed into a hot-headed fanatic to
t0j , toleration was unknown. All who ventured
Preaob® e bbe 8iigbtest variation upon the Gospel
God &< by him were anathematised as enemies of
domi8=  man* Unbelievers in_Christ were under the
oQat)lon of *“the god of this world,” and, conse-
o doomed to eternal damnation. He and his
OthQ™ 8alone possessed the light of truth, while all
and gn®oveed  the gross darkness of ignoranoe

a T e "bis attitude of Jesus and Paul has been the
atrior 6 °f the orthodox Church in all ages. In the
pér 68" Goose, toleration is a Christian vice, while
the Is exalted into a high virtue. Between
any “Ureh and the world there cannot possibly be
lif eb°wship, because the former is a temple of the
a Y@ Q1 while the latter must be characterised as
bei8 aS°goe of Satan. In other words, the Church
Whaf g? to God and the world to the Devil. With
tbe h Rightful self-complacenc%/ Christians are in
ans fblt °f Baying, “ We know that we are of God,
W y 6 wbole world lieth in the evil one.” Well do
Was emeinber the time when Church membership
be r®marded as essential to salvation, and when to
Berar \ trom it, for any reason, meant to be
*0 atea from Christ and driven back into the
\?bat °* 708t souls. We children did not quite know
dread whbere the world was, but we profoundly
led 81~ as a God-forsaken and acoursed region.
Glas ’°niy tbe other day, the Rev. John Hutton, of
in th°W/\W\bo *8 now bailed as an authoritative voice
Whoig6 ™ee Churches, boldly deolared that *the
to _and principles of the world are opposed

kingdom of God whioh Christ oame to found.”

*5
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This is doubtless true, but it by no means follows, on
that aocount, that the nature and principles of the
world are to be morally condemned. We hold that
the world is opposed to the kingdom of God, not
because it is wicked, but because that kingdom fails
to meet its requirements. At this point Mr. Hutton
seriously misrepresents Paul’s teaching. The apostle
does not say that “ if our Gospel is hid, it is hid to
them that are drifting away from the_serious aspect
and view of life.” hat he does say is this :—

“If our Gospel is veiled, it is veiled in them
that are perishing; in whom the god of this world
hath blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that the
light of the Gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the
image of God, should not dawn upon them ” (2 Cor.
iv. 3, 4).

In Paul’s estimation, no aspect and view of life,
however honest and serious, could be of any avail
apart from Christ. As a preacher of the Gospel, his
supreme point wa3 that salvation can be realised, not
by character, not by morality, not bP/ ood works, but
by faith alone. No matter how valuable a member
of society a man may be, or with what earnestness
he may devote himself to the promotion of human
welfare, he is yet eternally lost until he accepts and
relies upon the finished work of Christ. What the
world lacks is, not “a serious aspect and view of life,”
rv't simplicity and sincerity of heart, but trust in the
redeeming blood of the Cross. The Pauline Gospel,
as stated in the Epistles, is intelligible though false,
but as expounded by Mr. Hutton 1t is unintelligible
as well as false.

Let us oalmly examine this point. The contention
is that the people of the world are blind to all the
higher things.  Paul maintains that this blindness is
due to the active interference of the Devil; but Mr.
Hutton accounts for it thus:—

“The Apostle says there is an eye of the soul, and
that fragile, delicate, but most authentic organ, whereby
man perceives and knows God, like the eyeball of the
natural eye, may be veiled over with a tissue of
coarsened fibre....... The delicate mechanism of the soul
by which we apprehend the unseen and communicate
with God may, through neglect or misuse, lose its
power, so that "the whole world to which our souls at
one time lay open may shrink and retreat, until as a
Pgsels Jfgrrthe supreme concern of—a man’s life it ceases

Xist.

Here the reverend
pure assumption.

entleman builds wholly upon a

the soul we know absolutely
nothing, not even that it exists. Consequently, the
eye of the soul exists only in the preacher’s imagina-
tion. It follows from this that the spiritual world,
which it is claimed the soul apprehends and has
intercourse with, is as hypothetical as the soul
itself. But this gift of spiritual vision is a false
inference from a baseless assumption. The vision at
best as at worst is an illusion, a will-o’-the-wisp, into
which mere belief often transforms itself. Vision
invariably grows out of belief, but belief never out of
vision. There is a legend that the disciple Thomas
disbelieved in the resurrection of the Master, and
ﬁave vigorous expression to his unbelief. Soon,
owever, the Lord appeared and invited the Sceptic
to inspect him carefully, and when he saw and
recognised him Thomas  exclaimed, “ My Lord and
my God.” Then “Jesus saith unto him, Because
thou hast seen me, thou hast believed; blessed are
they that have not seen, and yet have believed.”
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That blessedness may be claimed by all Christians,
who believe and imagine that they see, but who
never see first, and then believe.

Mr. Hutton asserts that non-Christians “are de-
deprived of something,” and we agree with him.
They are deprived of many illusions, doubts, and
fears. “They do not see certain things.” True;
but they do not see them because they are not visible
except to believers, which is the strongest possible
argument against their reality. Mr. Hutton is of
opinion that not to see such imaginary things “is
the awful penalty,” but we regard 1t as the reward,
of unbelief. To our mind * the awful penalty ” is to
believe in things of whose existence there is no evi-
dence. Piling on the agony, the reverend gentleman
adds that they who “do not see certain things ” are
tremendous losers—" they lose that without which
life is not worth living ™ ; but this is a bare-faced
bearing of false witness against countless myriads
of people. Mr. Hatton knows full well that in this
country alone there are many thousands of un-
believers who find life pre-eminently worth living.
Do our scientists live in vain, though the over-
whelmin%) majority of them “do not see certain
things ”? Were Herbert Spencer, Charles Darwin,
John Tyndall, and Thomas Huxley, while they lived,
merely ““doing time,” with no other object than to
were out their boots ? Only the blindest, most in-
veterate bigotr?/ could so characterise the lives of
such great, bold, and noble thinkers. ' Who is Mr.
Hutton that he should thus sit in judgment upon
men incalculably his superiors ? It is true that un-
believers do not see that “the world of God’s inten-
tion is moving towards some wonderful thing from
which ” they shall be excluded; but has such a
vision been vouchsafed to this oracular pulpit orator?
We venture to affirm that he knows absolutely
nothing, either of God or the world of his intention.
Surely, if there were a God, the world of his inten-
tion would be identical with the world of his actual
creation. He would not maice one world while
intending another.

We rejoice exceedingly that we do not see certain
things. ~We do not see the dawning of Christ upon
the world for two valid reasons ; first, that if Christ
were a reality it would be an insufferable insult to
him to say that, after two thousand years, he is only
just dawning upon ths world ; and secondly because,
as a matter of fact, Christ is not at the dawn of his
oareer, but at the evening twilight. He has had his
day, such as it was, and the world is now turning its
back upon him. It is false to say that he ever won
Europe. Europe never wanted him; he was thrust
upon her by force ; and the man who began the job
was one of the worst men that ever sat upon a
throne. No, Europe never desired Christ, and she is
now gradually getting rid of him. Neither do we
see God, for the simple reason that we are convinced
there is no God to see. Life largely becomes what
we take it for. It more or less comes round to our
way of looking at things. We do take the view
that we are in the world to have a good time, to
have our way, and see that we get it. And after all
said and done, is not Mr. Hutton here for the same
purpose ? Is he not having a very good time just
now ? But we do not believe in having a good time
at the expense of a terribly bad time for some
other people. We believe rather in bein? happy by
doing our utmost to promote haﬁplness all around us.
No true man can ever have a thoroughly good time
when his neighbors are being crushed down by in-
justice and greed, unless he is doing his best to
destroy mijustlce and greed by fostering the sense of
universal brotherhood.

The God of this world is not a superhuman bein
called the Devil, but, at bottom, the spirit of good-
will and fairplay. It is a fair, sweet goddess in
whom we believe, and her name is Reason. As yet,
she is not seated upon her throne, but her feet are
on the steps, and her asoent is nearer completion to-
day than it ever was before. As soon as she begins
to wield the sqeﬁtre with consummate authority,
superstition, which is the oause of all bigotry, shall
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wither away; and with the disappearance of
Fables of the Above shall come into happy force
Faots of the Around. i N LLOYD.

Christianity and Politics.

The emergence of the religious preacher in the P°
tical field 1s at once the most sinister and the 110
encouraging of present-day events. It is ea0° .
raging because it is a confession of the truth tna
the purely religious appeal is losing ground.
preacher who keeps strictly to religion finds
dwindling body of listeners or has to select the
from the admittedly least enlightened portso ¢
Others tell him with almost brutal frankness the
his message laoks reality; that people cannot
interested In their souls while their bodies are in
state of semi-starvation or while the social environ
ment makes for material degradation. Preacher
confess quits openly that under present condition
hell has lost its terrors and heaven its attractions,
and they add that if religion is to maintain its bp
on people, it must show itself capable of
with matters that really interest the man of to-day’
And what interests the more thoughtful meo &
women of to-day is not religion. ) A
So far the phenomenon is encouraging. Bat 1
has also its sinister aspect. For even though ®
parson may be in politics, he is not of it. His wpr
in _church or chapel is the promotion of sectari®
influence and interests. And his worji in Parlia®Ql
or on the political platform is still the promotion 0
sectarian Influence and interests. The object is
same ; the method of achieving it has changed. &1,
outlook on life is bounded by his sect; his point 0
view remains that of the religious advocate swor
to subordinate everything to the religious inter(8 m
To realise this one need only consider the attitud00
Nonconformist leaders in the House of Commons 00
the question of education, or the recent Sunday
Closing Bill introduced into the House of Lords by
the Bishop of London. They talk Iargep/ of oth0
things—of sobriety, of social jaatice, of morality
etc.; but it is the religious interest that bid®
largest in their minds, and which determines acti00-
They would, if they could, make politics a depar '
ment of religion ; and if this cannot be done, to0?
will at least infect it with the religious temper.
It may be said that the clergy always have been i
politics, more or less, and have always influenced 4»
course of political events. And this is quite truQ
But there Is an important distinction between thin#
as they were and as they are. So long as right rQ0'
ligious belief is avowedly a question of national 0°0'
cern, the interference of the clergy will at least Q0
open, and people will submit to it with open eye0-
they subordinate other things to religion, it is donO
consoiously, and because they believe it right th®,
things should bo so. To-day this interference is c®
open. It is masked in a thousand-and-one way8
Support is asked for on social and ethical ground8»
and is given in the belief that sooial and ethi0®
reform is being accomplished. And the supp°rt’
onoe gained, is used to bolster up religions pret00
sions.. How much support—to take only one instan0
—would the bald principle of Sabbatarianism ga’fl 1
preached to-day ? It is probable that a majority
of religionists are against it. But by confusiO»
this with various ethioal and sooial considerations-"
the need for rest, for leisure time in which to Ota’
tivate character, etc.—people are induced to opp°8)
the rationalising of the day of reRt, and thus pi®?
into the hands of the priesthood. And not onl
play into the hands of the priesthood, but give 4blS
class a position of power and importance in 4n
aocial and political world that it would not otherwi®
ave.
The real question that lies behind all these trio®8
and turns o thefpolitical parson is that of the pl€®
of religious belief in the modern State. Is religld
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g more hypothesis, to bs held a5 one ma¢ hold a
theory eBREEFAIRG the Wabitamev of. Mars or tht
f language ? Or is it something vital to the
»gof the State-vital in the sense that no

vernment can neglect jt without impairing .
_'C'_emz.vg £ Very Taising of the question is in-
dicative'of the deoline of the power of religion. In
primitive societies religion and sociolog%/ are one.
Although essentially connected with another world,
and with an order of beings other than human,
raigious belief is so powerful in early times that it
colors social life in all directions, and determines the
orm of all social institutions. Under such condi-
tions there can be no qluestion as to the place ot
religion in the State. Its place is determined b
the universal belief that to displease the tribal gods
bringa inevitable disaster. In this way reugion
becomes closely associated with every aspeot of
ethical and social life, and the association iS main-
tained for so long that the ordinary mind finds it
“»possible to conceive their separation. Even to-
Qy we find this to be the oase in 3 very large
bomber of instances; although if onmé carefu

es the reasons given for the retention of the
.. —=&, we find the real basis to be none other than
te fact that religion always has more or less
bbtrolied social institutions.

*m the B%rowth of knowledge and of the social
b°baoiousneB8 Offer a fatal obstacle to the power ot
ellgion. Jt must be remembered that in tbe true
“«se of the word there is no such thing as growth
nyrligion.  Wvat s walied sush As cbaar wizlwsion.
1R number of the gods from many to

BG
fhei‘n; mma’f\ewboﬂne’ is pot growth. Ta limit
a»d nTuncbions from those of & direct, particular,

characn‘VerSal ¢/Saract.éf. 18 A7irect and  general
Feggona’\r IS ng? _Pr_o\wth. ar% refine—%he—grdga-o‘l[a
8%« -- ;eity until it becomes the conception of a
pandifalrtuigeb foree is nefi growth. All these are
advaim\ °as bbe rGhgious idea under pressure of
religi la® knowledge—so many attempts to state
bathin'l m sue® a way that it can conflict with
noth!/ We “now to be true because it answers to
man vphich we are certain. The growth of
les8and® ~ re~di°n» hut out of it. He becomes
mote pa ess oonoerned with his gods as he becomes
monM'C!Qver8ant with the true nature of the forces
rdi»g Tife.

are all » “sequence of this is, as | have said, that we
the dnven, sooner or later, to face the question of
bind a°a leiigi°n in the State. Andto tne modern
Bithei' ” 006 two positions is Ioigically possible,
of vi w®mast direct social affairs from the point
giolLaWof. reii8i°us beliefs, or we must judge reli-
ieloir bebe”s from the point of view of social

»er»Qits. Either a theocracy or an atheooraoy.
bghtin8f 8 wHichi the ﬁolitical parson is really
openlv” tor, although he lacks the courage to say so
%hb L A“d jt iB the one that religionists must
the °r' i°’nS 88 men believe that religion ia
homjibpbbmoly important thing in life, they are
if tj . ~o subordinate everything else to it. More ;
S us h bv’ng % really dependent upon sound reli-
but  belief( i% Atheism is—as only a few now say,
thre,?s toany apparently believe—a growth that
WhOi Gna social well-being, then the State as a
rei,» Qas as mnch justification for enforcing right
abdu be”®f as rt has for spending public money
°au "Mbg public resources on education. The State
that if ~ *BEore this obligation on the assumption

telj,,! 18aHy does not matter what a man believes in
trees'l *8 no vital consequence. The normal
aooiai Bocial Hf® are by themselves adequate to

“H-bsing and national progress,
aftem eQver» the practical evils that follow the
reii,,ifPt8 bo regulate social life in accordance with
hereofl8 are obvious. Jew hunts, witch-burnings,
divi§ .Qbts, persecution in all its forms, social
of anfQ.In ffa bitterest aspects, have been the fruits
bffiny religion to oontrol life. It is not true, as
tioQ .“bbbonformists assert, that religious perseem
Quita f 8 ﬁo ~e plaoed to the credit of the State

@ thecontrary, dhe State has Invariabty been
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the peace-making partner in the combination. It is
the religious influence that has forced persecution
upon the State, because to the deeply religious man
the heretic, the “blasphemer,” was a social plague
spot, a centre of contamination, the source of in-
numerable evils. And, ﬁranted the truth of the
Christian religion, I, as a heretic, agree with him.
The second position, that we f'udge religious beliefs
from the point of view of social welfare, 1s the more
owerful one, and it is fatal to all forms of religion.
or just as soon as people begin to discuss religions
from this point of view, they begin to realise that
there is not one of the functions of social life that
cannot proceed as well without religion as with it.
If people can be honest, truthful, just, loyal, good
husbands, parents, and citizens, without religion, what
justification can there be for the maintenance of
uge religious organisations that involve the expen-
diture of millions of money and the withdrawal from
Broductlve_ pursuits of an_army of man who might
e otherwise employed ? To say that there are still
many who need the exercise of religion if they are to
/ arson’s
phrases—passes sentence of death with a stay of
execution. It is saying that religion is necessary to
socially undeveloped characters.” And that is also
saying that so soon as thess have reached the level
of development achieved by the Freethinker, the
need for religion will be gone.

It is, indeed, the appeal to utility that is largely
responsible for the decay of religion with the general
public. The very appeal to utility by believers was,
as Mil! pointed out, evidence that they were doubtful
about its truth. And its use proved it to be a two-
edged weapon. To the Freethinker’s charge that
Christianity was not true, the believer retorted that
anywa% it was useful, and pointed to the good work
done by Christians, the institutions founded by
them, etc. The Freethinker did not deoline the
challenge. He met the Christian on his own ground.
He pointed out, in the first place, that the plea was
one-sided. It counted the good done by believers,
and which was assumed to be the fruit of their
belief, and said nothing of the evil which could be
clearly shown to be the outcome of religious convio-
tion. ~ In th8 second place, the Freethinker pointed
out that good works are not the fruits of the Chris-
tian life exclusively, and, therefore, Christianity can-
not be credited with their existence. A Christian is

not onIK a Christian. He is a human being, sharing
in all the qualities that result from generations_ of
social life. His Christianity is not something

anterior to these qualities, they are merely added to
them as the consequence of a sheer environmental
accident.

This last sentence expresses what will be to some
—and ought to be to all—a commonplace. And yet
the whole discussion hinges on its appreciation. For
it means that hitherto Christianity has gained credit
b?/_a sheer exploitation of human nature. It has
claimed credit for that which belongs to humanity.
It still does so. The political parson who gives us a
sociology with a religious label, who appeals to our
sense of truth, oriustlce, or beauty, on the grounds
of religion is still engaged in an exploitation of
human qualities in the interests of supernaturaiism.
The trick has succeeded in the past, and it still
succeeds with man¥ in the present. But there can
be no question of its ultimate failure. Art and
science have now shaken themselves completely free
from religious control, and claims independency and
self-sufficiency. It is only a question of time for
sociology and ethics to achieve a like emancipation.
Religion will then be seen in its true nature as a
pure supernaturaiism that has too long been allowed
to obstruct sane views of nature and of man.

0. Cohen.

The only means of realising what is good is to
teach it by education and propagate it by example.—
Francisco Ferrer.
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Primitive Man.

“ The savage is a human document, a record of man’s
efforts to raise himseif above the level of the beast. It is
only of late years that the full value of the document has
been appreciated ; indeed, many people are probably still of
Dr. Johnson’s opinion, who, pointing to the three large
volumes of Voyages to the South Seas, which had just come
out, said: ‘Who will read them through? A "man had
better work his way before the mast than read them
through ; they will be eaten by rats and mice before the
are read through. There can be little entertainment in suc
books ; one set of savages is like another.” .

“ But the world has learned a good deal since Dr.
Johnson’s day ; and the records of savage life, which the
sage of Bolt-court consigned without scruple to the rats and
mice, have now their place amongst the most precious
arc?%es of humanity.”—J. G. F razer, Psyche’s Task (1913),
p. 173.

“There can be no doubt that Darwin's theory ignores a
ersonal Creator, and his direct interference in the trans-
ormation and creation of species, there being no sphere of
action for such a being...... -ven man is neither a distinct
creature, formed in a special manner, and differently from
all other animals, nor provided with a special soul and
endowed with a divine breath of life—he is only the highest
product of a progressive selection, and descends from the
simious [ape- |keiA groug standing next to man.”—Carl
Voot, Lectures on Man (1864), p. 449.

According to the Bible, God oreated mao perfect,
and placed him in the Garden of Eden; but through
disobedience—in the matter of eating forbidden
fruit—he fell from his perfect state and commenced
to degenerate. Luther said, “ Since Adam’s fall
men see nothing, and are stupider than beasts”;
and declared, “ If Adam’s fall had not spoilt us, we
should have had no oare either. We should have
lived without pain, in possession of all kinds of
knowledge, and have passed from time into eternity
without feeling of death.”f John Wesley held the
same opinion, and, in fact, it was the belief of all
Christians before Charles Darwin shattered it with
his Descent of Man. Even to-day the maljority of
Christians give assent to this view, especially among
those circles where the light of science has failed to
penetrate.

But, as Professor Frazar remarks, science “as-
sumes that civilisation has aIwaKs and everywhere
been evolved out of savagery. The mass of evidence
on which this assumption rests is, in my opinion, so
great as to render the induction incontrovertible.”!

,?\s the great geologist, Sir Charles Lyell, pointed
out,—

“had the original stock of mankind been really
endowed with such superior intellectual powers, and
with inspired knowledge, and possessed the same
improvable nature as their posterity, the point of
advancement which they would have reached ere this
would have been immeasurably higher.”

Since the immense period of time that has
elapsed since man oo-existed with the extinct
animals, with whose remains his own have been
found, continues Lyell:—

“ During those ages there would have been time
for progress, of which we can scarcely form a con-
ception, and very different would have been the
character of the works of art which we should now be
endeavoring to interpret.”

_Instead of the rudest pottery or flint tools, so
|rre%ular in form as to cause the unpractised eye to
doubt whether they afford unmistakable evidence of
design, we should be finding sculptures, lines of
buried railways or electric telegraphs, astronomical
instruments and microscopes of more advanoed con-
struction than any found in Europe. “ Still farther,”
continues Lyell,—

“ would the triumphs of inventive genius be found to
have been carried, when the later deposits, now
assigned to the age of bronze and iron, were formed.
Vainly should we be straining our imagination to guess
the possible uses and meaning of such relics—machines,
perhaps, for navigating the air or exploring the depths
of the ocean, or for calculating arithmetical problems,

*J. Boswell, Life of Samuel Johnson (1822), iv., 315.
t J. A Fronde, * Luther,” Contemgorary evino, July, 1883.
j J.G. Frazer, Psyche's Task, p. 162.
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beyond the wants or even the conceptions of bvmg
mathematicians.””

The older the geologioal strata in which t 8
remains of ancient man are found, the more r° f
and rude are the implements he used. 1», ’
man evolved from the animal world, our best
of getting some knowledge of our earliest anceB w
would be by the study of those primitive races ~
m existence, whose “intellectual development
been arrested, and who represent an earlier s B
o? evolution which the higher races have paS
through and left behind. And this is why soien
are so interested in the study of these primi
races, and scientific expeditions are continually 00
Bent to out-of-the-way places where these snrviv
representatives of primitive life are to be I°
untouohed by qur civilisation. .

It may be’said—it is said—by old-fashioned °PPL.
Dents of evolution who still believe the Bible ac®n {
of the original perfection of man, that thousands
years before Christ the Egyptians and Babylonia®
were highly civilised races, ivin% in great cities »
building immense palaces, temples, and tombs
their kings and priests. Therefore, these early ®
were highly civilised. ) . i

This 1s true. Professor Flinders Petrie, a & *
authority, who has himself made many impoi
discoveries during his exoavations_in theSe oountr
places the beginning of Egyptian civilisation
from 9,000 to 10,000 years ago.! And even "
conservative a critio as the Rav. Professor SaY
quotes with arﬁproval the estimate given by \
fessor Hilpretoh for the founding of the Babylon'*
Temple of Bel, “somewhere between 6,000 0
7,000 bc.; possibly earlier.! That is nearly
or 9,000 years ago. .
_But, if the archaeologists have traoed the c8!;130
tion of man back to 10,000 years, the geologists ba
traced the existence of man back, not for thonsan >
or tens of thousands, but for hundreds of thousao”
of years ! The last few years have brought to
astonishing evidences of man’s antiquity, to
with which would require a separate” serin8 "
articles.  Suffice it to say that so careful %is
cautious an authority as Professor Keith, m
Ancient Types of Man (p. 102) says :—

“We know now that the men who lived
Europe during the earlier and greater part of
Glacial period—one estimated to have extended O |j
a period of from 500,000 to 1,500,000 years—wer®
the Neanderthal type.”

This was written in 1911; and the same autbori y
leoturing to the Royal Dublin Society, last

on the newly discovered Piltdown skull, which
does not hesitate to place in the Pliocene format'0 ’
believes it reveals a history for man *“bey0
the wildest guess or dream of the most speculate
philosophers.”! Sir Ray Lankester is also a beliOv
In the existence of Pliocene man||. , 5/

The beginnings of civilisation are but of yesterd
oompared with the immense period of time man h
been in existence, and those far-away places w“ey
the savage still exists untouched by civilisation &
be compared to those small islands in the PQO
Ocean, far from the mainland, like Juan Fernan ~
—the island dear to our boyhood as the homo.
Robinson Crusoe—where plants are still grov>*»
which have disappeared on the mainland, erusb
out in the struggle for existence. A naturalist 'f
recently visited the island of Juan Fernandez te
us “Itis as if one had been carried back to PO*
geological periods, as if one walked about in a I'v* g
museum, crowded with rare specimens/”¥ So
savage belongs to a past order of things that H

* Sir Charles Lyell, Antiquity of Man (1873), p. 422.
t Hutchinson, History of the Nations, p. 6. ray
Sayce, “ Recent Discoveries in Babylonia,” Contempo’
Review, January, 1897, p. 83.
§16E1nglish Mechanic and World of Science, March 20, 1914,
. 161. e
P || Sir Ray Lankester, On the Discovery of a Novel 'IW/P."%]f
Flint Implements below the Base of the Red Crag of Suffolk, P
the Existence of Skilled Workers of Flint in the Pliocene Age.
1 Carl Skottsberg, The Wilds of Patagonia, p. 137.
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once universal. And that is why science takes such
an interest in him, and sends out expeditions to
remote and, to ordinary Cloeople, inaccessible plaoes,
to record his manners and customs, language, super-
stitions—if any—and modes of thought.

Bat, as Professor Frazer points out, no
race of savages can be compared absolutely with the
earliest representatives of man; savages “are not

rimitive 'bK comparison with truly primaeval man,
hat is, with man as he was when" ha first emerged
-rom the Purely bestial stage of existence,” for, as
ho says, all the evidence goes to show—

“that every existing race of men, the rudest as
'well as the most civilised, has reached its presen
W | of culture, whether it be high or low, omy
after a slow and painful progress upwards, which
must have extended over many thousands, perhaps
millions, of years.”*

Por instance, no race of savages has yet been
discovered without a language—although™ some of
them are very rudimentary, as we shall see none
~hout stone or wooden weapons or utensils, none
Aithout the art of making a fire. No wild animals
have ever attained to either of these aocomplish-
ments, and probably untold ages passed in acquwir]P,
Jod |_mprovm% upon, these arts, and every child
(Bat is born has to be taught these things, as he

@not bring the knowledge of them with him.
ao*La”a’n>"*om the child we can learn a great deal

the thoughts and ideas of primitive man.
el travellers have compared savages to grown-up
thi t 6n" Children have to be taught to reaaon and
hut tjproPer orne oven then do it very poorly—
edn < savR8e *a never taught—or, rather, never
child 6&—k0 grows up thinking the thoughts of a

W. Mann.

(To be continued.)

Christian Apologetics.

1Y .—iRENIEUS.

became bishop of Lyons in the year
and some years later—about AD. 185 or 186
is £.10°6 a hook in five parts “ Against Heresies.” It
highQOL work we derive the_evidence which that
to kGarB to persons and writings before, and up
the’ 8~ —rocdncling the canonical Gospels and
y. | Writers. Copies of this great book were in the
A 08 °f nearly all the so-called “ Christian fathers ”
ey ° Bacoeeded Irenaens, for several centuries. Hence,
Og/.hing relating to the Gospels or the apostles
& ia,ne. "n this bishop’s book we find repeated by
the W erB who now and again name Irenteas as
in ih auth®rity, as does Eusebius, for instance; but
aa he majorify of cases, the statements are copled
{i"“h™oubted historical facts, without mention of
om 80urce- Prior to the time of Irenasus, we hear
9 A °f the existence of the Pauline Epistles, the
oi of Revelation, and a primitive *“ Gospel,”
£,/ngh we know that all four of the canonical
tim 6°Swere written nearly thirty years before the
J me Bewrote. This may be accounted for by the
p@t *Bat eaoh of the oanonieal Gospels, being sup-
80d to be merely a revised oopy of the primitive
thOsPel, was at first used only in the church to which
d0e @r>onioal reviser belonged; but that after a
°ade or two all four became known to the other
urehes, and, being found to be a decided improve-
Qo @ the primitive Gospel, came into general
mo’” Iren®as is the earliest writer who names our
Bent Gospels. He says :—

“Matthew also issued a written Gospel among the
Hebrews in their own language, while Peter and Paul
Were preaching at Rome and laying the foundation of
he church there. After their decease Mark, the dis-
eiple and interpreter of Peter, delivered to us in writing
what had been preached by Peter. Luke also, the
c°tnpanion of Paul, recorded in a book the gospel
Preached by him. Afterwards John, the disciple of the

]
Ad i

J. G. Frazer, Psyche's Task, p. 163.
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Lord, who had leaned upon his breast, did himself
publish a Gospel during his residence at Ephesus in
Asia” (Her. iii., i,, 1),
The testimony of Irenseus is unquestionable as to
the existence of the four canonical Gospels in his
day; but what he says about each proves conclu-
sively that he did not know anything about the
writers. In the first place, if Matthew wrote his
Gospel when “ Peter and Paul were Freachmg at
Rome,” he did not write a Gospel at all: for Peter
and Paul never went together to Rome, and never
preached and founded a church there. If we turn
to Gal. ii. 11—14, we find that in consequence of
Peter’s dissimulation at Antioch, Paul in righteous
indignation “resisted him to the face,” and de-
nounced his conduct before the whole church. Up
to this time—about twenty years after Paul’s con-
version—neither Peter nor Panl had visited Rome ;
and after this pubiie rebuke, Peter would oertainly
not desire to go there with Paul, nor indeed any-
where else in that fearless preacher’s company.
Moreover, from Gal. ii. 7 we learn that an agreement
had been made between Paul and the apostolic party
that Paul should confine his preaching to the Gen-
tiles, while Peter kept to the Jews—which arrange-
ment appears to have been carried out. To the
apostolic party Paul was an interloper, who preached
their new religion unasked, and received Gentiles as
converts without requiring circumcision or the ob-
servance of the Mosaic laws. Instead of fraternising
with him, they withstood him, and denounced him
as a false apostle. In the time of Irenesus there
were  several apocathal writings _in circulation
relating to Peter and Paul, in one of which—" The
Travels of Peter and Paul "—the two were repre-
sented as travelling together to Rome, where the
preached and founded a church, and afterwards
suffered martyrdom. This was the source of
Irenteus’s statement respecting Peter and Paul at
Rome. It was also from three of these apocryphal
writings that Luke compiled the canonical “ Acts of
the Apostles "—which book is, of course, unhistorical.
Ireneeus’s statements respecting Matthew and
Mark were derived from a book written by Papias,
bishop of Hierapoiis (AD. 140—150), which work he
names and quotes from. The statement of Papias
was as follows ;—

(1) “ Matthew composed the Sayings in the Hebrew
language, and everyone translated them as best he
could.”

(2 “ Mark, having become the interpreter of Peter,
wrote down accurately what he remembered [of Peter’s
preaching]....... but with no intention of giving a regular
narrative of the Lord’s sayings. Wherefore Mark
made no mistake in thus writing some things as he
remembered them. For of one thing he took especial
care, not to omit anything he had heard, and not to put
anything fictitious into the narratives.”

Ific will here be seen that no claim is made for “in-
spiration” on behalf of Matthew or Mark. As
regards the latter, we are to suppose that Peter
went about narrating all the sayings and incidents
contained in Mark’s Gospel, and "that Mark remem-
bered them all accurately—so accurately, in fact,
that some of them are in _verbal agreement with
II\_/Ial;tthew, and many others in verbal agreement with
uke.

But how came Papias to know the circumstances
he has stated about Matthew and Mark ? Well, he
says he was told so % a presbyter of his acguaint-
ance named John. a matter of fact, we do not
know that he ever saw either of the writings he
mentions; neither do we know that he had ever
heard of the Gospel of Luke or John—which he has
not named. Eusebius, writing with Papias’ book
before him, says (Ecel. Hist, iii., 89):—

“ Papias asserts that he had heard in person Aristion
and the presbyter John, and mentions them frequently
by name....... He has set down many things as coming
to him from unwritten tradition, amongst these some
strange parables and instructions of the Savior, and
some other things of a more fabulous nature.......He
moreover relates other narratives of the Lord’s saylnﬁs
given by Aristion, and traditions received from the
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presbyter John....... He also gives the story of a woman
who was accused of many sins before the Lord, which
is found in the Gospel according to the Hebrews.”

From the foregoing it appears evident that Papias
had never seen any of the canonical Gospels. He
had but a Greek translation of the primitive Nazarene
Gospel, to which he had added a large number of
apocryphal stories and sayings, some of which even
usebius recognised as “fabulous.” In mentionin
Matthew and Mark as evangelists, Ireneeus, o
course, referred to Matthew the apostle, and to an
apostolic Mark—respecting whom nothing certain is
known. Moreover, the fact of Mark being stated to
have been “ the interpreter of Peter ” is a proof that
Pftpias and his two friends, Aristion and John, had
never seen the “ Acts of the Apostles ”; for in that
book Peter is said to have been filled with the Holy
Ghost, which gave him power to speak every known
language—whence he would not need the services of
an interpreter.

Neither had Papias seen our present Gospel of
Matthew: this is evident from what he says of
“Judas the traitor.” The latter personage is purely
mythical. Had the * chief priests ” desired to arrest
Jesus at night, they had only to commission one of
their spies or servants to follow him. The New
Testament accounts of the death of Judas are the
following:—

Matt, xxvii. 3—8.—" Then Judas....... cast down the
pieces of silver....... and he went away and hanged him-
self......And the chief priests took the pieces of silver
....... and bought with them the potter’s field, to bury
strangers in.”

Acts i. 18.—Judas “ obtained a field with the reward
of his iniquity; and falling headlong, he burst asunder
in the midst, and his bowels gashed out.”

Neither of these conflicting statements was known
to Papias : that credulous bishop’s account reads as
follows:—

“Judas walked about in this world a sad example of
impiety: for his body having swollen to such an extent
that he could not pass where a chariot could pass
easily, he was crushed by the chariot, so that his
bowels gushed out.”

This, no doubt, is one of the stories which Eusebius
thought was derived from “unwritten tradition.”
But, In the Acts account, it can be plainly seen that
some of the circumstances connected with the story
have been discreet% omitted. How, for instance,
came Judas to “ fall headlong,” or to “ burst asunder
in the midst” ? The buying a field does not account
for either of these circumstances. Papias’s story,
however, explains both. Judas being knocked down
by a chariot would account for his *falling head-
long,” and his enormously swollen condition for his
“bursting asunder in the midst.” Hence the Aots
account was made up from that of Papias and from
some other, in which the purchase of a field formed
part of the story. In Matthew’s account the field
was purchased after Judas's death.

Coming, now, to the Third Gospel, Irenseus says
that “ Luke, the companion of Paul recorded in a
book the Gospel preached by him.” That the Third
Gospel was written by one named Luke is certain;
for had not the writer’s name been known to be
“ Luke,” the Gospel would have been ascribed to one
of the apostles. But the compiler of the Third
Gospel was not the Luke named in Col. iv. 14,
Philemon 23, 24, or 2 Tim. iv. 11: nor was he a com-
i)_ani(_)n of Paul. He says himself that he did not
ive in apostolic times. Speaking of the narratives
in the primitive Gospel in use in his days, he says—
“even as they, who from the beginning were eye-
witnesses and ministers of the word, delivered them
unto us,” etc. Here Luke asserts, and probably
believed, that the Gospel narratives which had been
handed down to his time (say, A.D. 150) were written
by apostles or companions of apostles in apostolic
times—the latter ;l))eriod being called “the begin-
ning.” Had Luke been a colleague of Paul, he would
have been one of the * ministers of the word ” in
“the beginning ”; bat he was not. In compiling a
Gospel he professed only to make a selection from
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the Gospel stories in existence in his day, selecting
and retaining those whioh he believed to be the most
credible. Luke also made selections from some of
the apocryphal writings, which he added to the older
primitive Gospel, and revised the whole, altering_or
omitting as he thought fit, and improving the diction
throughout. His work, when completed, was received,
not as a new Gospel, but as a revised copy of the old
one handed down. That the Gospel of Luke coyld
have been derived from the preaohing of Paul is a
idea almost too absurd to be seriously consider-
Paul knew nothing of our present Gospel *history >
it had not then been written, or even thought ° e
He did not know a single Gospel saying: none aa
then been composed. In the Pauline Epistles w
have plenty of Paul’s preaohing—but no Gospe
history.  Soma early Christian, it is true, has
piously inserted an interpolation in 1 Cor. xi. 28---"
whioh'is nearer to Lake’s version (xxii. 19—20) than
to any of the other Gospels. Irecmus has simpl
ascribed the four Gospels written by Matthew, ,
Luke, and John, who Jived in the seoond century, to
apostolio men of the same names in the first century-
With re%ard to the apostle John, Irenasus has
identified, that unknown disciple with Papias’s frisn
John the Presbyter. He says, for instance: “ The(
things are borne witness to in writing by Papias»
hearer of John, and a companion of Polycarp.”
have already seen that Irenseus made Polyoarp al3
a_hearer of the apostle John, though both thesO
bishops lived half a century too late to see or bOar
that much-belauded individual. Iranians may have
thought that Papia3 lived at an earlier period than
he actually did; for he says that John the apostlo
“remained among them [i.e, the Christians] up to
the times of Trajan” (a.d, 98—117) which reign hO
probably took to be the period when Papias wrote.
Irenséus several times bolsters up the opinions h0
has expressed by some alleged testimony of apostles-
Speaking of the age of Jesus, he says: “ But ftp10
the fortieth and fiftieth year a man begins to decline
towards old age, which our Lord possessed,” and then
states that the elders who had conversed with John
the apostle “testified that John had conveyed t°
them that information ”: after whioh he quoteO
John vii. 56, 57 in support of his contention, aD
concludes by saying that *“ Jesus did not want mu0
of being fifty %/ears old” (Her. ii., Xxxii., 52.
another place he says: “As | have heard from a
certain presbyter, who had heard it from those who
had seen the apostles, and from those who had been
their disciples,” etc. This alleged “testimony ” O
apostles and their disciples was, of course, simpy
Irenseus’s way of adding confirmation to some of hi0
doubtful statements. He knew nothing whatever
about the sayings or doings of any apostles. H1
book is useful’ chiefly as showing what was affirmed
of the canonical Gospels in his days, and as describing
the various “ heresies ” that had arisen up to hiO

time’ Abracadabra.

Rector: “ Are you denying yourself anything during
Lent?”
Mrs. Lakeside : “ Indeed | am. 1’'m putting off getting 8

divorce until after Easter.”

A PROSELYTE.

A soldier is allowed to “change his religion,” as it >
termed, if he can convince his commanding officer that he
had good reasons. On one occasion a man intimated hio
desire.

“ Now,” said the colonel, “ what are your reasons ? Have
you conscientious convictions in regard to the matter ?”

The man intimated that he had.

“ And,” continued the colonel, “ to what denomination d°
you wish to be transferred ?”

.y Said the ease-seeking Tommy, “I disremember the namQ’
sir, but it’s them as parades for church half-an-hour la’er
than the others.”
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acia Drops.
The Blasphemy Laws (Amendment) ir cayorl of
discussion before the Lower House o discussion,

Canterbury the other day. In the course ) foars that
thH Aeshrigacon of Surrey saRl there Wei8 1 grdVe fears that
manv re can'ied in its present form there would be in
thinu <.ar*rs a serious outbreak of profanity, a sort of
count Whlcb a nivilised country, and above all a Christian
verv T’ 0O n°t tolerate for a moment.” Profane is a
spee h * WQGFY acd may mean either coarse or indelicate
itrevC ’ or treating so-called “ sacred ” subjects with
only®ence' It the Archdeacon means the latter, we can
or an a™.r?verence is quite out of place towards a teaching
a pr °P*nion that one does not believe worthy of it, and If
boli 2 “inker cares to speak “irreverently ” of religious
vent.8there is neither justice nor common sense in pre-
a n”him.  The utmost that can be done is to make him
OoaPoorite in addition to his heing an unbeliever. And if
°ot J6@i? tudelicate speech is dreaded, the cure for that is

lapo, coarsely while their natures are coarse, and the
Citix«8'¢  a very large number of our religious fellow
tion 6na,18 enough to show that this has no special connec-
Plev. 1 unhelief. Finally, the Blasphemy Laws do not
19icavi ' profane language, and never have prevented profane
htia a®' ~ anything, they tend to encourage it. For
if ,,aQ nature being what it is, it would indeed be strange
driv. °PPress®n of an opinion by legal enactment did not
AouhBOr? people into more violent language than they
hold > 96 " rehgious opinion was, like other opinions, left to

aB) . 8°wn without the protecting arm of the policeman
be gaoler.

dtljtltuSCGPSh'hat there would have been more railway strikes

"‘s last year or two but for one thing. Had they
i£2500n *be succe8S °I Baptist Sustecation Fund of
thaj w?nld have been jeopardised. We do not mean
W0, Ji \e railway men did not strike because they saw it
of p° n”jare the fund ; they were only pawns in the hands
Peare®M<tenCe.  This is what we gather from Mr. Shakes-
That 8 reGor*before the Baptist Conference the other day.
have ?en“eman thanked God for the fund, and said “ We
upWb h 6n- Uner bis guidance, and have only been the

A instruments of his will. As we began the country
Bp t 04.Dpon a_Heason of unparalleled commercial prosperity,
wijjp? ‘hat point there had been disastrous railway strikes
have Wou* have made onr campaign impossible. But wo
juap bonked during a time of comparative peace.” So the
ora 18 Piain. The Lord did not mind a building strike,
a t ., r'he of municipal employees, but he drew the line at
"Un' Way strike. For that, he said, would prevent my
We ortby instruments ” from collecting the £250,000. Now,
~hen tiguQe’ railway servants are at liberty to strike
Wfij *hey please—unless the railway directors can arrange

“fr. Shakespeare to start another campaign.

Planii6ll Gipsy Smith asked a Portsmouth audience “ How
&S tnean to be better Christians ?” the whole of “the
Piotu congtegation rose to their feet.” We do not for a
T>est”  (Question the need for improvement, but we do
1011 *he value of the resolve a week after it is made.

i Gecg&e the sanctified pork dealer, must have had
For  k°n8s as the dragon with which he was associated.
cantfik°’8  George were once scattered over the land,
~Nchol Ug:] Lincoln, and Norwich Cathedrals, and St.
urch, Great Yarmouth, each X an arm,

r places of worship had other borly relics.

bore6vant” Bible trotting in double harness is revealed once
Giilt the transfer of the license of the * Beverley,”
cleek T 2’ This house is the perquisite of the parlsh
ofley’, . 0O lives there. The new landlord of the ™ Bev
bntler, of ,the a\gcar Gospel temperance

tes 111 note this with glad eyes.

“h°ly , r°ni°r, Primate of all Ireland, says he views with
Brng ol orror” the “ growing prospect of intensified hatred
the J* 2 ** " In Ireland. Dr. Crozier should reflect that

cauae °1 that “ hatred and separation ” is the
Itelaug 'Je rGPrea°nts. If Protestants and Catholics in
for ,j;ffoould suddenly forget their religion all other causes
AIfferen6*01100 conlti settled in the way that political
thin,, tr0? are settled all over the civilised world. he one
Itiga, ? makes the Irish problem what it is, is religion,

boly ” business right through.
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The Primate of All Ireland’s “ holy horror ” reminds one
of Lever’s lines on the two parties in Ireland :—
] *“ A glorious cation,
A splendid peasantry, on fruitful sod,
Figbting like devils for conciliation,
nd hating each other for the love of God.”

The Bishop of St. Albans says it is a perilous thing in the
twentieth century to tamper with “facts ” that have been
the creed and life of the Church for nineteen centuries.
Perilous to whom ? If the *“facts” that are Ltampered
with ” are real and valuable, no one need fear. The more
they are examined, the more they are criticised, the clearer
will their truth and value become. What the Bishop really
means is that it will be dangerous for the Church if its
creeds and statements are criticised. In this we agree with
him, and can only say, so much the worse for the Church. In
this world progress is only made by a continuous over-
hauling of our social and intellectual inheritance. We
reject what is bad, retain what is good, and we modify what
demands modification. Examination, rejection, and revision
are the only means by which the present can prevent the
past weighing upon it like a garment of lead. The fact that
a thing has endured for nineteen centuries is no conclusive
reason for retaining it for another nineteen. It is often a
very good reason for its removal.

In a Yorkshire parish no deaths took place daring last
year. Before we praise God for this special mercy, let us
remember that it nearly killed the local undertaker.

A seaside rector had announced his intention of holding
an early morning Sunday service for golfers. It is suggested
that the service should finish with “ Let us play.”

At the beginning of the winter the cinematograph pro-
prietors in the County of Middlesex bade defiance to the
Middlesex County Council by opening the picture palaces
on Sunday. The Council has not taken any steps in the
matter up to the present, probably not feeling quite sure of
their ground. The matter came up for discussion at the
Council’s meeting on April 30, and there was a motion that
the Council’s solicitor be instructed to take proceedings if
there were sufficient grounds to secure a conviction. The
matter was finally adjourned for another month. The
Union of Picture Palace Proprietors had already announced
that if one of their number were attacked the matter would
be fought to a finish, and we expect this has given the
Council pause. For our part, we should not be at all sorry
to see a good fight over the matter. It might lead to a
wiping away of some idiotic laws that ought to have been
repealed long since. -

The Bishop of New Guinea, quite unconsciously, let in a
little light the other day on the effects of missionary
activity. " If a New Guinea lad,” he said, “ started to bay
singlets, coats, and trousers, and to wear them, he degene-
rated physically and morally.” This was only another way
of saying that when we separated the native from his
tribal customs we invariably succeeded in turning a decent
man into a blackguard.

Rev. William Corkey, of Belfast, speaking in London at
the meeting of the World’s Evangelical Alliance, said that
in Ulster we were only “at the beginning of the struggle
against Rome....... We feel we are placed by God’s will in
the front rank of this great struggle to maintain our reli-
gious freedom against the efforts of the Church of Rome.”
The idea of Ulster Protestants in the front rank of fighters
for religions freedom is delicious. It reminds one of the
old expression about Satan rebuking sin.

A wealthy Swedish merchant has committed the heinous
offence of working in his garden clad only in shirt and
trousers on Easter Sunday. Two constables saw him at
work during divine service and ordered him to desist. The
hardened sinner refused and said that he was fully occupied
with bis business all the week and Sunday was the only
time he had for gardening. So the Commissioner of the
Police summoned the merchant, and the ease is to be heard
shortly. The papers report that the matter is exciting
indignation all over Sweden. It looks as though the police

are converting themselves into theological experts in
Sweden as well as in England.
Popular ideas on theology are very vague. Here is a

London weekly paper trying to be smart, and saying,
“ Through the churchyard to the flying,” runs a notice at
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Hendon. * Or the frying, according to the life you’ve led.”
If that assumption were correct, all Freethinkers would
have gone to heaven and most Christians to the other place.

A society paper contains an article on “ Eve’s Dress.” It
should not ke a lengthy one.

Mr. Bernard Lucas, who has had a quarter of a century's
experience of the Indian mission field, says that proselytism
has had its day, and has failed. His remarks will not be
quoted in future appeals for money on behalf of the
missionary societies.

“ Ministers have won from Ananias and Sapphira the
record held for nineteen hundred years,” said the Bev. T.
Kingsborough at a Volunteer Church Parade at Kildarton.
He was referring to the King’s Ministers, but it applies more
aptly to the ministers of the King of Kings.

Christians are getting afraid of their religion, and the old
Freethought jest that Christ was the first and last Chris-
tian will soon be brought home to the man in the street.
Atthe Spring Assembly of the Baptist Union the president,
the Kev. C. Joseph made lengthy reference to the Old Age
Pensions and the Insurance Acts, and the Back to the Land
propaganda. There is not muoh Baptist doctrine in those
three items.

Father Vaughan confesses to having a *“ tremendous
belief ” in advertising. He also said that he belongs “ to
the oldest and biggest advertising firm on this planet—the
Roman Catholic Church.” We quite agree ; and if ever a
business in modern times was built up by advertising the
Christian business has been. And the curious thing is, that
all this advertising has not made it self-supporting. If it
were to stop advertising, in a generation the firm would
have to close. It cannot rely upon the value of the goods
supplied to keep the business up to the mark. Father
Vaughan says the Catholic Church “delivers the goods all
the time.” It is a pity he does not tell us how often they
are returned as “ not up to specifications.”

We have pointed out many times that what the Churches
have to fight is neither a man nor an association of men—
but life. We are glad to see the Methodist Times
endorsing this opinion. It says, in discussing the decrease
of membership, for the eighth year in succession, 1We are
living in a secular age....... And the main currents of life at
present run strongly against the growth of all the Churches,
Methodism included.” Quite so; the currents of life not only
run strongly against the Churches now, but they will gain
in strength with each generation. There may still be, as
there has been, set-backs here and there, but the main
drift is undeniable. Naturally, the Methodist Times qualifies
its admission with the remark that “ the manifold influences
of life tend to obscure its supreme ends and to shut out its
highest influence ” ; but that is pure bunkum. The world is
more generally alive to “supreme ends” and “ highest in-
fluences ” than it has ever been before. People were never
more ready to spend themselves for an ideal than to-day.
And the significant thing is that this sensitiveness to higher
ideals and influences has been increasing side by side with
the declining power of religious belief.

The modern method of filming scenes from the Bible at
picture theatres would seem tame to our ancestors, who
preferred greater realism. From the accounts of a City
Company in the Middle Ages we learn that 4d. was paid for
“ hanging Judas; “cook crowing, 4d.”; and “ setting the
world on fire, 5d.” The last item seems remarkably cheap.

Mr. Hilaire Belloc, writing in the Daily Herald, boasts
that he is a Catholic, a creed not common to the writers or
the readers of the Herald. Does he imagine that Messrs.
Chesterton and Lansbury are Mohammedans ?

There were three persons before the magistrates at Acton
recently, and each individual had a cast in one eye. This
fact may be of service to the defenders of the design argu-
ment.

“l call it a blessed insult,” said the burglar-convert
angrily. “ Why, what’s wrong,” asked a fellow worshiper.
“Did you see what that d—d old revivalist did ?” roared
the convert, *“ He counted his fingers after |1 shook hands
with him.”
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The Daily Mirror quotes a saying that “ The first fruit of
a life in Christ is love, the love of God and of our neighbor.’
There are other fruits, such as the Christian Evidence
variety, which burlesques its God and insults its neighbors.

. The Times tells us that “it is plain that at the present
time very many devout Church people find the repetition of
the Athanasian creed almost intolerable.” Translated into
simple English this means that the Christian superstition is

in the melting-pot.

A correspondent in the Catholic Tablet protests a8a A
the use of the term “ offertory ” as a synonym for the w
“collection.” The clergy are indifferent as to the choice
terms so long as the shekels roll in.

Christians, by the mere force of custom, have
the right to do things that in other people would rightly
considered to show want of taste, if not actual impertinen o
Some years ago, an East End Mission, by working nP?n
mentally afflicted son whose parents are Freethinkers, at ,
ford, managed to secure his conversion. Both the mother a
father are convinced Atheists and members of the N.
Their opinions are fairly well known, and they are o
advanced in years, but neither consideration prevented so
impertinent busybody belonging to the mission leaving
stupid tracts at the house of the old people. Good ta
would certainly have chosen some other occasion for Pro‘jf
gandist efforts ; ordinary humanity should have left two
people alone in their grief. It Freethought had nothing ®
to commend it, its lifting people above this kind of "b |
would speak in its favor. We sympathise with Mr. a
Mrs. High in their bereavement, and we trust they will me
with no further annoyance from this quarter.

The congregation of St. Mark’s Church, Tunbridge N
has been shut out from “ divine service ” owing to a Plag r
of flies. It is thought that the flies made their home un
the slates of the roof last winter, and have been kept an
during the winter by the heating apparatus. A couplo”
centuries ago there were some poor old women 4ari- g
for witchcraft over such a matter. The presence of |
was deemed by the famous Matthew Hopkins a sure PtO
of the presence of familiar imps. In the present case the
was no one who saw the hand of the Lord or the tail of
Devil in the occurrence. Simple fumigation did the trick.

The educational value of the press is frequently t
subject of after-dinner speeches. The Daily Mirror recen J
contained a number of illustrations showing how to f°relbg,
the future by tea-leaves in cups. The editor knows
readers.

In a column notice of that industrious novelist, ® '
Charles Garvice, the Daily Chronicle says his works a
read by bishops. This seems a left-handed sort of com
pliment.

" The whole world of humanity is crushed just now by
the dead weight of Materialism,” writes George Lansbury
the Daily Herald. George bears all he can of the burd
with “ a tolerable grace "—as Lady Teazle says.

According to the newspapers, the number of rifles land®
in Ulster varied from 20,000 to 70,000, and the accounts
what happened varied as much in detail. Yet som
credulous people imagine that the “ Gospels” are mo
reliable than newspapers, although they deal with far n®
marvellous events than gun-running.

The Daily News, reviewing a new book on missionary
work in India, says that “the ultimate evolution of
duism may not be to Christianity, but an amalgamation
all that is best in both,” It is startling to think of statue”
of Christ and his disciples squatting, with crossed legs, an
contemplating the lotus.

“ 11 have shot myself,” says Charles John Leigh af
taking his life with a gun,” runs a heading in the Saturd V
Post. The Psychical Research Society should get 10
touch with the late Mr. Leigh.

The ancient and picturesque church of Madonna
Sasso, near Locarno, has been entered by burglars, *
stole the church plate and also the Madonna’s gold cto
and jewels. The indignant priests are relying on the b *
of the police, and not on prayer.
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To Correspondents.

PEgR Hororamumlaosigy®  (WeVipUush@kin 25 5s-2
J. G Finlay, 5s.; R. Stirton, £1 7s. 6d. , . Bene

Miss Vance, General Secretary N.S-S-, monton Branch,
gg!?ngtllzugd—l-lu erSf'r?,IdZS. r%ach oaj,

granch, 10s.;
elens Branc
Manchester Branch, £1 Is* G4  General Fund—Edmonton
s 6d, > Newcastle Branch, 10s.; Manchester Branch,
H. R-kSW”OEt'_.TQere - an American edition of Voltaire’s
works, ig Epglish, rupning'yo ahout forty volumgg_. There
as an . Aglish translation, published daringthe Yigtiteenth
century, running to some Sixty or seventy volumes; but m
»ore recent times only very few of Voltaire’s works have been
issued in English—The Philosophical Dictionary, Candide, and
1,0 °r three others. A collection of his philosophical stories,
onder the title of Tales and Romances, was issued early in the
‘astcentury and was re-issued either by Edward Truelove or by
8old Fréethought Publishing Company.

_» Finlay—Our “ work ” has always been heavy but never a
jj Lrden. "We have had our heart in it.

. blunder, evidently ; hut not very blameable in an
fglishman, {9 whem “*Ghurch ” is farﬁﬂlia{] ar]ld “ Kirgk "
igrs. Nat t® our own ears, though ; for we have
V\hﬁ%g%tir%lgtle’iy more than forty yearsg; and we admire
,1'ov8 hime (yes, love him) as much as ever. It was an
wenturous thln%p do, but, as a matter of fact, we have
®&nread “ Holy Willie’s Prayer” to Scottish audiences, not
ithout applause ~And we were born in Devonshire 1 A
county once, at any rate, celebrated for the bravery of its men
8 well as the lovely complexions of its women. Rimiaid
arhle himself was a Devonshire man, but he never dared the
[@«p&[eadmg Burns to a public audience north of the Tweed.
ira Pearson—We have read your letter carefully, but you
(pore the fact that goats cannot be organised like sheep.
reethinkers have more individuality than Christians. This
1Bafact, though it is not always an advantage. Pleased to see
your letter in the Wisbcach Chronicle. We have often urged
«~ 6 lsaints” to pursue that sort of propaganda.
koaoE Porter—We have ordered its continuance as desired. It
*as not Holyoake but Hetherington who started the prosecu-
you refer to.  Strictly speaking, it was a public committee,
¢ney went for *tolerated ” blasphemy. Moxon, the publisher,
J.af Prosecuted on account of Shelley’s Queen Mab. A verdict
“Builty ” was obtained, but nothing ever haRpened m the
Jay of a‘sentence. Judges know how to help "respectable
»*nets.  Not that Shelley was “ respectable.” The mere sug-
»  wbrse-than. bl&phémypelonged by blood to
Wm;pi,e"Sr “ttsses’ although his head and heart were with the

lettej AKIN—Thanks for the generous subscriptionand pleasant

Weca*—* ease(l to have your appreciation of the Freethinker.
Prettvil °n? ’\ei?P pegging away, and in the long run it is
J. g ysure to tell.
in wh;=w™ We n°toyour appreciation of Mr. Mann’s articles,
= “hwe concur. ~ 5, Tieli’s opinion would turn upon the
BEHm@&n'nS attaching to “ gods.” If in the more modern
belief’ m '3 decidedly v_vrong. [T the term is used to cover the
raw m Bbostly agencies, he is right. And the ghost is the
to Material of thé god. (3) We hardly think we should care
bisa | One  *be rev. gentleman’s sermons as a sample of
toan _but our columns are always open to him for a reply
A ything we print, and to whichhe takes exception.
Cohen*1i Alr' b’oote is rapidly regaining his old form. /.
Hall gSm3* ~ebate with Rev. A. J. Waldron was in the Morley
saveth hackney. There was no report of the discussion—
°aiiiinf 0Se Ibat appeared in the newspapers at the time. We
J.ip  "rePly. at the moment, to your last question,
in th40" 1— Charles Bradlaugh never refused to take the oath
believ ,, Ouse °i Commons. He merely claimed to affirm, and
claim™mg9 Wits exercising a constitutional right in making the
."be story of his “challenging the Deity to strike him
AETerl  Ecmse °1 Commons is ridiculously false.
2No8 "or "be Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to
IIECIu Vaaahhe-afcreef; Farringdon-street, E.C.
streg? Notices must reach 2 Newoastle-street, Farringdon-

shserted® rst PO8* Tuesday, or they will not be

ptonVer b'erature should be sent to the Shop Manager of the
and ,.er breBS, 2 Newcastle-street Farringdon-street, E.C

Ta% fy0*t0 the Editor- . o

otSogeft™ n”er W'l be forwarded direct from the publishing
rates t0 an7 Part of the world, post free, at the following
am\égrg?agj:—ﬁne year, 10s. 6d .; half year, 5s. 3d. ; three

Sugar Plums.

sibie & London Branch, which was last year respon-
traijfor *be open-air meetings at Wood Green, has now
Gteen6*16" “sar* My energ*es *° Regent’s Park. Wood
of \j  a”eady well looked after from a Freethought point

“and the new move was quite justified by the first
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meeting on Sunday last. The audience was a good one, and
the lecture appeared to give complete satisfaction. Regent’s
Park has been without regular Freethought meetings for
many years, and the new station ought to prove in every
way successful.

We believe that the Ramsey Testimonial Committee has
completed its arrangements, although we have, by an over-
sight probably, not received a copy of the official circular
which, we believe, is going round. The treasurer of the
Fund is Mr. B. T. Hall, Club Union Buildings, Clerkenwell,
London, E.C. The subscriptions that have been sent to
this office have been forwarded to Mr. Hail, and any other
subscriptions that may arrive will be forwarded also. All
subscriptions will be acknowledged by Mr. B. T. Hall. We
are not aware as to how the Fund is progressing, but, we
trust, well.

Both the business and the public meeting of this year’s
N. S. S. Conference will be held in the Queen’ (Minor)
Hall, Langham-place, W. Visitors from the provinces will
have no difficulty in finding their way there, as it is one of
the best known halls in London, and it is well served by
motor-"bus service from all parts of London. We must again
advise those provincial friends who require accommodation
to write as soon as possible to the N. S. S. Secretary, saying
what accommodation they require and for how long. The
matter of a Conference luncheon is under arrangement, and
details will be given in good time. The Conference Agenda
will be published in next week’s Freethinker. We hope to
see a good muster of provincial friends. As the Conference
is held on Whit-Sunday, there is no difficulty about finding
suitable excursion trains.

More Notes.
Very early in my career George Meredith wrote
that [ was “fighting for the best of causes.” He

wrote the same thing, althou%h in slightly different
language, only a short while before his death. And
he added that this cause was destined to victory.
These words sank deep into my heart. They gave
me inspiration for more than thirty years ; they will
afford me consolation in what may look like disillu-
sionment or defeat to the very end. For | have a
notion that when | cease to work | shall soon cease

Well, if | have been fighting for the best of
causes, | have been fighting against the worst of
religions. | have often called Christianity the
worst religion in the world. Not only has it been
false and fraudulent, it has been wicked and cruel,
and it has caused endless tears and bloodshed.
Perhaps its worst vice is hypocrisy. No other
religion approaches it in this odious and detestable

Let us take what may be called the hypocrisy of
color, Christians pretend that one God is the father
of all men,—brown and yellow, and even black and
white. They preach ‘that all are brothers in
Christ. They oarry the Gospel to the “heathen.”
They declare that the Creator “hath made of one
blood all nations of men to dwell on all the face
of the earth” (Acts xvii. 2%. That is the
text. Butwhat is the sermon? Or rather how does
the doctrine work out in practice ? In America,
where the negroes number millions, and largely live
amongst the whites, and where the color problem is
a really serious one—too serious for Americans’ poli-
tical capacity—the “blaok brother” is brutally ill-
treated, and “lynched” in all sorts of ways, from
burning alive to being leisurely riddled with bullets.
Blacks and whites, in the bulk, are both good Chris-
tians. But the white will not let the black worship
in the same church with him, or attend the same
Sunday-school, or belong to the same Young Men’s
Christian Association, or join with him in any reli-

ious function whatever. That is how the “ oommon
reator ” and “ one blood ” doctrine realises itself in
daily life in America. And how is it realised over
here ? Ablack man in England is not acommon sight;
he is rather a curiosity; he does not exoite anger and
hatred ; so there is no lynching of black Christians
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by white Christians on this side of the Atlantic.
But when the black brother in Christ is not bein
exhibited at missionary meetings, as an ebony bran
from the burnln? (in Hell), he Is kept in his proper
lace and not allowed to participate in all the privi-
eges of “ God’s Englishmen.” * Jack Johnson’s only
crime was his color—and the certainty of his beatin
any white pugilist who stood up to him. This drea
of the black man’s prowess is now openly avowed.
The Home Office has just interfered with another
match between awhite and a black boxer in London.
The illegality of the fight is not alleged, but if the
black man won, as was most probable, it would cause
great unrest throughout the British empire. The
glamor of the white man would be gone. The colored
Bopulatlons would see that white men could be
eaten. Nobody knows what might happen if this
were plainly demonstrated. The British empire,
therefore, rests upon a basis of bounce and brag.
This is a fact if we are to believe the Home Office.
What a mean and miserable confession for a Chris-
tian nation to make! * *

When Noah awoke from his drunken sleep, he
oursed the descendants of Ham for ever and ever.
By some peculiar biological law, Ham’s descendants
are the negro section of the human race, and it is
their function to slave for the rest of their species,
in consequence of Noah’s blind anger, backed up by
the omnipotence of his God.

* *

The space still left me suffices for a paragraph on
two other matters. For myself, my health is still
returning, though it doesn’t gallop back. | am lookin
forward to seeing many of my friends at the Nationa
Secular Society’s Conference, and more, of course,
at the evening public meeting in the Queen’s (Minor)
Hall. There will be plenty of good speakers—in-
cluding Mr. Cohen and Mr. Lloyd—at the evening
meeting. | shall be present as Chairman, and 1
believe | shall be in good fighting form by then.
There ought to be some good weather in May.
The weather is a thing | cannot control. In all
other respects | am more and more approaching m
normal condition. If I could only sleep well 1 thin
| should live for ever. Not that | want a stern
discussion on the scientific accuracy of this bold

statement. G W Foorte.

The Phenomena of Procreation.—lI.

(Continued from p. 277.)
Relinquishing the plant world, we will now review
those laws of development which relate to the
reproductive phenomena of higher animal life. For
the purpoee in view, this survey of the processes of
generation may well be restricted to the vertebrate
classes, and these will best be dealt with in evolu-
tionary order.

Broadly speaking, the fish family may be regarded
as representing the lowest order of backboned life.
The sexes are almost invariably separate, although
traces of an ancestral bisexual stage are sometimes
in evidence. In the ovary wall of two species of
bony fishes, vestiges of the male generative organs
are sometimes found embedded, and one of these
fishes is apparently capable of self-impregnation.
“As in most other vertebrates,” writes Professor
J. A Thomson, “ occasional hermaphroditism occurs
as an abnormallty—e.%., in mackerel and herring.
The males of bony fishes are usually smaller than
their mates, and sometimes very markedly so.” The
rrigjority of fishes are oviparous and discharge their
eggs broadcast in the water or deposit them in the
sand or gravel below the liquid medium in which
they dwell. The salmon and the sturgeon ascend the
rivers for spawning, while the eel goes down to the
sea. Many of the sharks and some of the teleostean
fish give birth to living young. In the case of the
viviparous teleosteans, which are a later product of
evolution than the sharks, the eggs hatch out in the
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ovary; in the sharks the young develop id
posterior portion of the oviduct. o ,
~Various of these facts possess striking ev’,
tionary slﬁnlflcance,_as thegl serve to link up t
fishes “with the reptilia, and, in consequence, wi
the mammals. Two of the viviparous sharks Pa&Se ,
reproductive structures which are almost K30tl°
with those of certain lizards. Another remarks
approximation towards more advanced living
is indicated by their reproductive methods.
the fish world in general, the male deposits the
upon the spawn or eggs, but it becomes evident tn
the fertilising process is internal when fish Prg,° r
their young In a living state. As Principal Sta
Jordan says:—

“In the case of viviparous fishes, actual copul&tio®
takes place, and there is usually a modification
some organ to effect transfer of the sperm-cells. *
may be the sword-shaped form of the anal fin>as »
many top - minnows, the fin itself being placed
advance of its usual position.”

Parental care is seldom shown by fishes, nor weald
it be of much service if it were. The edg%ﬁ IaI?"
fishes are of so vast a number that to guard them f'0®
danger is practically impossible. They are therefor
left to the care of Providence, with the result
the tiniest percentage ever succeed in reach{g%;
maturity. With th3 viviparous sharks, on the ot
hand, the young are comparatively strong at bir* >
and quite able to shift for themselves. .

The foregoing considerations are strengthened by
the following passage from Dr. Bigelow:—

“ Codfish spawn near the shores of New Engl®*
between December and April. The hatcheries liber®
annually more than 75,000,000 young fry. It is
to collect the cod eggB for hatching, for in
female the two ovaries (popularly called 1roes’) centa
more than 2,500.000 eggs, which are so small that
quart bottle will hold about 335,000. Think b°a
abundant codfishes would be if all the eggs **
thousand females were to hatch and grow to maturity’'
and one-half of these were to be equally prolific fem»10®
However, since cods do not appear to be increasing 0
decreasing rapidly, we are justified in concluding *’
on the average, two eggs from each female P*000?
mature individuals. The others are destroyed i
enemies or die from diseases.”

The amphibia stand next in evolutionary succes-
sion to the fishes, and the frog is a typical ampbt-
bian. Its embr?/ology has been more thoroughP
and systematically studied than that of any otbOf
organism. In the adult frog, ovaries and spermav»®B
distinguish the separate sexes. The egg-cells ar0
discharged by the female into the water which the
frogs select for their breeding spot in early spi'l0™
At the same time the sperm-cells discharged by thO
male move briskly through the water to meet tb0
egg-cells which they enter and impregnate. ~ 0
eggs now develop and hatch ont into tadpoles. Thec’
in the course of a few or many weeks, the differences
of time varying with the sgecies, they develop D&
lose their tails through absorption and grow iBt°
small frogs. ]

The ovaries of a young female frog contain
numerous tiny egg-oells :—

“ Each egg-cell is a spherical mass of protoplasm with
a nucleus near its centre. As the eggs grow larger’
each one accumulates granules of a material known a9
yolk; and after a time the yolk comes to occupy 006
hemisphere of the egg, while the protoplasm is concen-
trated at the other. Frogs’eggs, examined soon
they are laid in water, are seen to be black (with pigment)
in one hemisphere, and whitish (due to yolk) in tho
other. The black hemisphere contains most of ~b0
protoplasm. Each egg is surrounded by an envelopo
transparent jelly, which was secreted by the walls ot
the oviduct as the eggs passed from the ovaries to tho
exterior.”

As soon as the egg-cell has been impregnated by
the male element, i1t prepares for division into tw
cells. In genial spring weather this process h®
usually taken place within two hours of its diseharg
from the parent body. An hour later the fonr-ce

istage is reached, and the cell mass continues

multiply by repeated division until on the second 0
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third day a sphere of several hundred ¢ the tad-
evolved,” and from this aggregation of cel meDt
pole is slowly developed. When the on whioh
arrives, the tadpole emerges from the je J water.

encircles the egg and moves throng than the

The tadpole, on emerging, aéJ_pears terg expiained
itself, but this seemmP isorepa y ttm Wati:r
%he fact that the tadpotle 1S bwol y y easily

*"has absorbed during development, as may

b®proved by drying the tadpole, w occupied
shrinks very materially in size” {rom thO
Inthe evolution of free-swimminOt p water,
fertilised egg varies with the warm . t0a,jB
Some species hatch out sooner than others t

aggs hatch in three or four days, and the same

te said of those of tree-frogs. . stages of
leferer}]ces.of duraflon in the succ 1 npa” and
®etatnorphosis are _also to be observ m

tree-frog tadpoles, in a high temperature and

Nidedwith abundant food, will reac * hatching.
A ionamonéh or two from the Per0L\ rfqujlval vai?e
This speedy development possesses a reqaently
t° these amphibians, as their eggs . evapOrate in

spring"or early sumfer’ SSTV ofimbteh#e.
| G R R AN I BednorpHOEIE OF Trogs
BProlonged for over twelve mon s tadpoles
_Itis generally supposed that t »cment. This
flecaskwvely in the course of tevelopmertiaot)One
has mFletiely erroneous; for, as a matter of fa’u,
mr, On*y to examine a net full of tadpoles taken at
that-  *rom the nearestpeol to see very pldinly
hese creatures exist in all ﬁtages of develoﬁ)-
1 Some of the specimens have stumpy tails
|o«2 wgs, Whlfe others exhibit intermediate
and n0 ik ween these and tadpoles with long tails
Hetion « &‘ These varying phases find their expla-
dwimj)l3  tmth that as the legs develop, the tail
the aofs’, D0aPPearance of the tail is due to
pngOf lvities of the phagocytes (white blood cor-
°r‘an 8 absorb the tissues of the caudal
tip Oja” transfer them to the tadpole’s body. The
after HTe *a*) commences to wither a short time
aad {jk-0 ~hitc blood-cells begin their operations,
°audaliS a'8xe8rating process continues until the
stance ?rgan tias completeI%/ dlsapgeared_. Its_sub-
Mitjj ,.8In2 thns restored to the body, it is forth-
Gliding P other tissues.
thiQ ,ae.higher vertebrates, including man, pass
their  simii“ phases to those of the frog, but
andJ T TPor larval stage, unlike that of insects
the f*P"hia, takes place in the womb, and not in
deveiniQ  an external metamorphosis. Internal
W .? 6"4 is universal among mammals. The
tile8J!,P latypas of Australia, which links up rep-
and a mammals, is oviparous ; but some reptiles,
yonn,,S™ _have seen, some fishes, bring forth living
of The advantages bound up with the lessening
hrated .nQniher of eggs produced are further illus-
to toad * saiamander8, organisms closely related
Pesit  are* fro88- The common salamanders de-
Whieuan, immense number of eggs, but a species
Enro abounds in the mountainous districts of
these Pro”aces two eggs only for each female, and
foil—"are retained in the oviducts until they are
to  9Veloped, so that at birth they are quite able
stogjiC the ordeals of life. In this instance the
goarannmber produced in an advanced stage, which
Oiai— ,ees their survival, is amply sufficient to
aJ kain the species.
deveir, ,earl¥ embryologioal phases of mammalian
are *PIHBI an<* also those of birds and reptiles
they ggestively similar to those of the frog, and
theory * their only rational explanation in the
fertilig a their common origin. In each case the
Whigjj e*7,eg8'08D splits up Into innumerable cells,
Napciatterwa® evolve into the embryo and its
of Ik ~a" The resemblanoes between the embryos
in thei’ rePMIOs>birds, cats, monkeys, and men are
Nog?tages soclose that only the expert
in tko ~°an ttstinguish one from the other, although
course of their later development eaoh
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embryo evolves into the specific form which charac-
terises its progenitors.

With birds the main processes of development are
external, and the eggs require incubation. If the
eggs are to hatch out successfully, they must be
maintained at a high temperature, 'somewhat above
blood heat, about 104° F. being necessary for those
of the ordinary hen. The cock bird fertilises the
female at a period when the eggs emerge from the
ovary and enter the oviduct, and early cell multipli-
cation proceeds during the twenty-four hours which
elapse before the eggs are laid. When the egg is
laid, how'ever, it cools rapidly, and all development is
suspended. With birds in a wild state, one egg is
usually deposited daily in the nest, and the hen bird
rarely covers her eggs except at night. After the
blackbird, thrush, linnet, starling, etc., has laid her
full complement of eggs, she commences her patient
brooding over her treasures, and is rarely found
absent until she leaves them in search for food for
her never-satisfied family.

The majority of birds in a Btate of nature breed
onee or twice In a season, and the parent birds are
fully occupied in_ building their nests and feedin
and training their_defenceless offspring until suc
time as they may fight the battle of life alone. In
poultry farming—particularly that of an intensive
character—all this is changed. Fowls are carefully
chosen for their egg-producing powers, and many
hens will lay over two hundred eggs per year. Need-
less to say, these birds are not permitted to waste
time and energty in hatching out eggs and attending
to the wants of chickens. o

The eggs of insects and amphibia are usually
very minute, and the nutriment necessary to the
evolving _butterf[F/ or frog is mainly derived from its
surroundings. The eggs of birds, on the other hand,
are relatively large, and richly stored with food
materials for the use of the embryo during the
period of incubation. Eggs that have been observed
in the ovaries of young birds assume the appearance
of small spherical colls, which, as they advance
towards maturity, absorb food and grow. In an
average-sized fowl’s egg the yolk, with its enclosing
membrane, is about one inch in diameter, but in a
young hen’s ovary it is a microscopic cell. The
white or albumen which environs the yoke, as well
as the shell, are built up around the egg as it passes
through the oviduct on its way to the nest. The
yolk is the all-essential constituent of the egg ; the
albumen and hard coverings are additions evolved
for the purloose of protecting the eg% from injury,
and thus fulfil the same function as the jelly which
shields the spawn of the frog. T PALMEB.

(To be concluded.)

Bitter Fruit.

“Notwithstanding the abounding evidences of the
fact that the people are becoming more materialis-
tic,” the pastor is reported to have said, “ and not-
withstanding the amount of spiritless Materialist
literature produced to-dﬁy, we Christians have no
cause to be dejeoted.” He oontinned in the usual
spiritual strain, of which, seemmglt))/, he was so
proud, to speak about an unvanquishable soul, whose
abiding place in the heart of man could never be
shattered. This soul, this God’s gift, was the onl

hope of the individual, the only hope of the world.
It was the central fact of Christianity, he said ; it
was brought to us by Jesus Christ; consecrated by
his life and death; and so long as our hearts pos-
sessed the treasure there would be no need for com-
plaint. Against the oonsciousness that there lived
in us this soulful spark of divine love all the
materialistic influences of our lives were futile. The
soul, which was God’s love manifesting itself in our
consciousness, would never psrish; and Christianity,
being warmed by this wonderful spark, would never

grow cold.
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Christians, the majority of them, are not de-
liberately blind; they are not deliberately untruth-
ful ; hut there are moments when | think they come

retty near the latter. Perhaps it oannot honestly
e named lying. We do not like to accuse our
friends of being consistently in support of falsehood.
We are not very inclined to call them children, and
well-bred children of the father of lies. The accusa-
tion is too hard. And yet, their attitude often forces
to our lips the word we dislike to utter, even while
our minds are busy with extenuations. Custom,
ignorance, prejudice, weakness, the demands of
human affection, and many other things, crop up to
bear the burden of blame. ~ We make excuses for our
friends, although impulse would have us brand them.
Knowing them well, wo feel compelled to question
the righteousness of the accusation; but we cannot
rid ourselves of the idea that their toleration is
tantamount to lying.

They know that all this religious stuff is absurd ;
that the soul baB no more redemptive influence upon
the ordinary life of humanity than a politician’s
prayers; that the spark of divine love vitalising
Christianity is blarney. They know that the
belauded importance of religion to the people who
work beside them in mine, faotory, workshop, or
field, is moonshine, without moonshine’s beauty.
And they know that the value of religion, gauged by
the results of its activities, the benefits it gives them,
is a fantastic idea, meriting contempt and ridicule.

The ordinary Christian fully recognises that the
important things of his life must he considered.
Theﬁ must be discussed, and carefully weighed in
the balance of good and evil. Things that matter
most in the daily round receive the greatest attention,
and naturaIIY so; but religion, the soul, the divine
spark, and all the rest of the heavenly pyrotechnics,
where do they come in? The average Christian is
strangely unconcerned.

It is not that the average Christian thinks be
need not trouble about the welfare of his faith; nor
that it was never meant for practice. It is not that
he thinks the pastor’s salary releases him from all
responsibility. He does not even imagine that the
oreeds he tolerates are sufficiently strong in their
social crystalisation, in customs, in churches, in
funds, in° membership, to justify his neglect. He
does not think that the defenders of his faith are, in
themselves, powerful enough of intellect and belief
to frustrate any attempts to demolish them. It is
not because his mental attitude towards sacred
things would be openly flouted by his fellow Chris-
tians if he were to use it amongst them in the daily
toil, that he gives his religion the oold shoulder.
Perhaps it is because of its very obvious individual
and social uselessness. o )

Pastors may pour forth their million platitudes
for all the average Christian cares. What matters
it? He knows that his church-going is a mere
custom. He knows that to take the church
environment into his common life would be like
taking a slopp%/ vegetarian dish to a man who
relished roast beef. He knows that his religious
observances must be indulged in the only environ-
ment for which they are suitable, surroundings pre-
eminently famous for bringing utter weariness of
mind or red-hot resentfulness to those unaccustomed
to them.

Moreover, he is perfectly conscious, when he’enters
the church doors, of the distance he has travelled
from the realities of life. He feels it when the
minister introduces the common affairs into his
remarks. The ordinary Christian’s mind, at these
times, is retrospective. He looks back upon the
things of the past week. He sees them in the
colored lights of religion. They have lost their real
significance of actuality. They are more dream-
pictures than happenings. It is as if they were
mere memories drawn from a dream-life than facts
remembered in a real life. And when he leaves
church he renounces the dreams for the actualities.
He forgets the former. The latter crowd them out
from his mind.
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The little oirole of our acquaintances may>"
suppose, be taken as the epitome of the larger |
humanity. Coming into oontact with the A
ﬁlac_e but interesting characteristics of our fw®

aving the oEpQrtymty to observe the sweep ot
minds upon their lives, we draw near, in our thon
to the greater humanity. Our deductions may
as reliable generalisations. We need not fear 1°
truth of them. We may trace trends of tbong*
study mental development; observe the inflneno *
a quietly operating sense of freedom, in the v, ,ir
our friends, as revealed by the activities of
intelligence ; and our conclusions may serve t°.P *j0
or disprove assertions like those embodied m
quotation. ) o .

If it is true that the social mind is ohangiDS
outlook towards certain long established opinions,
need not go far from home for evidence to subs
tiate the statement. We will find it in _our O
little human circle. Readiness to entertain ao
despised idea, willingness to discuss subjects °
rlfgorously excluded from conversation, the lower
of the delgree of personal animosity, a more spun
neous inclination to laugh at sacred things, all g<*
give the lie to the hieroglyphics of the pulpit
see the change operating in the lives of our f*? 0
They are not unconscious of this different a1
of theirs; nor are the priésts; for the webs woV?P,Jj
religionisis aie never lieavy enouwgh, nor *
enough, to hide the commonplace life; and the hi
fruit of reality is always seen through the d&P
nous Veil of religious mysticism. , 9

Bitter fruit most assuredly it must be, else why }

any “unchristian ” invectives on Freetboug
literature? Why so muoh unbrotherly anger °.w
our vitality ? Why so much unJesuslike eh
because we are successful in reaching the Wore
miod ? And we, surely we need more love,
kindness, more of that wonderful fraternal consxa
ation, more of the soft laying on of hands than
laying on of knotted verbal whips, from those w
are ingpird by (Bod: for are we nut the phealG”
sinners ? of

Naturally, this is not an appeal for that s°rC
treatment; but if Christians would only endeav ’
for once, to be logical, we would certainly reoent.
more of this attention than we get at PrOSOfl|
However, perhaps the whips are better for us a
our movement. o ) jo

So long as the average Christian continues
object to ministerial interference, for this is anot,i,0
characteristic of the times, there will always be
BOSSIbIlIty of mental development, nec_essa}rllgeslo 0

ut along secular lines. The bitter fruit will beoo
abundant and more bitter for priests, and *
abundant and less bitter for the average Christ*§’
His quiet toleration of Christian customs will d
appear. He will hate sham and artificiality ; a g
perhaps he will recognise how olosely, in the hay
past, when the ordinary happenings of his life m° | Is
the ideas his forefathers warshiped, and his Pri0,10
and ministers served, his toleration approached
category of “lying.” Eobert Mogj3LA*d.

A'O

“The Challenge.’

The above is not the name of a special make of ® fy
machine, and it is not meant to denote the extraora*
qualities of a new brand of pickle. It is simply the tit »
a weekly religious journal that has just been launc g
A company has been formed, and the meagre sum of
(merely the combination of the annual salaries of ”js
archbishops) is required for capital. In all probability
is a matter of form, for when a balance sheet is issue®
doubt “ prayer ” will occupy a prominent position among
assets. A comparison of the prospectus of this concern
that of an ordinary company proves Mr. Cohen’s asser
that commercialism is more honest than clericalism. gt

The introduction to the prospectus states that “the P K>
will deal with matters relating to the Church of Eng*a "
but “it will put in the forefront the need of the rednctio *
sectarian strife.” This sounds remarkably like a Obe
tonian paradox.

N
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The paragraph headed “ The Fight Againa whboie O£

will afford some amusement to our readers, so
itisq u 0 t e d , . geas
“Both at home and in the Dominions beyon” against
there is need for a journal to fight in the on morale,
shallow Secularism and subversivei tea ® ,Qan extent
Bationalistio pamphlets are read by the n on]y the
hardly realised by the leaders of the Church. Noto
authority of the Bible, but the vaiue or re s
disputed in park, club, and workshop,"whilf

8isan dhe tide of dgubt A Wweekly penny paper might do
i°r lackGf°~ In sPrea,ding light, and so rescuing many who,
hoial s«<w-Ir* orma«on’ £all victims to a plausible but super-
oond S??Ptloism- It would be of assistance, moreover, in
the (el a cruaade against the propaganda which attacks

hristian basis of morals, and threatens the foundations
p 0L society.

to
A

BAUd261 audacity and cheap bombast these sentiments
°haract 6 £l®cu”™ *° heat; but, after all, they are only
force 10 bigoted Christians whose sole argument is

ihstrum t _“a" 6r used *0 take the form of the stake and
itigc en@°f torture too numerous to mention, but to-day

all of * P°8ed money, misrepresentation, and calumny,
iatellectuaT HaVe no e®8Ct whatever against the forces of

Ptessn ?°SBaSe quoted invites amusement. It simPIy ex-
hOLr ,f t8e tricks of a very loathsome trade. At the eleventh
oOUe ®Merchants themselves are losing their heads, and,
gently, the wildest of assertions are made and the
for  “ slanders are circulated. But it is all of little avail,
aujj.’a®y and mud are poor opponents of common sense

The Man in the Street.

Correspondence.

ORGANISMS antagonistic TO HEALTH.”
TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”
probaht Ah°ut a fortnight ago | was present at what was
tutnj y the last lecture delivered by the late Sir E.
Hall J'Oawrenee on “ Bacon is Shakespeare,” at Stanley
bern'ory f Rark. The lecturer roundly abused the
et°plov d v,d8ar and illiterate clown,” whom Bacon
Pieces™%¥ ?Sa ma3k f°r bis own deathless dramatic master-
Shake»aD<l den®unced in unmeasured language the orthodox
in a Stlkareans in general. Sir Durning-Lawrence claimed,
that if 6 somewhat similar to to that adopted by Miss Kidd,
Bihie a°°n f°unded the English language, translated the

i'tera'(iuvrOle ~:le woldls of Spenser, and created the whole
Wés falsely attributed to Shakespeare. The address

coliaps toftunately brought to an untimely end by the
the sa6 °*dlle iecturer, who fainted on the platform. But
and fMpression was made on at least one of the
In each6 & *bedi conveyed by Miss Kidd’s truculent epistle,
false r Ins” noe the doctrines advanced were buttressed by
Zestion6aSOri' n”” inconsequential comment, and sinister sag-
inc°ncluHan<t 'n eacb case ihO resuif is one of utter

of yla Tuite unnecessary to traverse the farcical statements
- - % -

SR 1% SRRy S TanianSt 5 the doeurti b Evoiltion
Tjjaj @sily outlive the animadversions of its enemies.
Applied -6 conditions imposed by Koch are not now
cllWi  ifg adtnitted. Every department of science, in-
advan» m¥ °i bacteriology, is progressive. As science
later d 68 concepts undergo modification in the light of
streamISTOVery*  With reference to the parity of the blood-
Soun(j *« as & matter of fact, emphasised the importance of

bedily ho Ith°8iCal condit;°ns *n fho interests of mental and

is Ver» Passa«e quoted by your correspondent from Wallace
«onratE dcant: as it represents the Wallace of supersti-
atterpnt €r than tlle Wallace of science. It contains a lame
of a P' tI? bolster up the theory that disease germs are part
hie_~rOvidontial scheme of things. The view set forth by
htajorit 1Cf is nnquestionably the view of the overwhelming
@huuenflo - men qualified to speak on the subject—did not
any Ws d itself tO Wallace “ because it does not show us
prettv I, j SUD microbes in the scheme of life.” Very
istn'th~0 d°Ubt * but there speaks the Wallace of Spiritual-
chimeri amaz'ng doctrine of angel supervision, and the quite
our insignificant earth, with its

the npj**bbants, has been specially set in the centre of

Miss j?r8®by some supernatural power,
saved tl * « 8 sneers at the mighty Pasteur, the man who
b°Oht al? SIPi iudustry of France and made Lister’s magni-
stanfi self eV6raenbadpossibIe, make mournful reading and
*eProhnt 'w'Condemned, Her gibes at Jenner are also to be
« Mb i-ath6r than condoned. .

s°mQ H-8 :vidd were to study, and strive to understand,
udard work on immunity in disease, she would
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cease to wonder why confectioners are not decimated by
disease as they should be from the number of flies that
swarm in their neighborhood.

Miss Kidd is mistaken in surmising that | am not acquain-
ted with what the poverty of the language compels me to
term the “case” for the other side. In my callow days
much time did | innocently waste in pernsing the perverse
productions of the enemies of medical progress. But that,
thank heaven, is of the past; my time is now otherwise
employed, Mr. Boffin.

That the stable-fly may carry the germ of infantile
paralysis where the stable-fly abounds, is not to contend
that the disease is disseminated by that organism alone.
This quite simply explains the fact that the disease may be
present where the stable-fly is absent, as the meanest tyro
in these matters is perfectly well aware.

I hope to return to these important phenomena, and put
them to the proof in the columns of the Freethinker at no
distant date. It seems a pity that no medical authority will
deign to discuss with Dr. Hadwen ; but if Miss Kidd will
supply the platform 1 could furnish one layman who would
be prepared to cross swords with Dr. Hadwen or any other
debater she or her friends may choose to appoint.

Miss Kidd's reference to the anti-toxins reminds one of
the belated theologians who pitted their puny prejudices
against the majestic mind of Galileo. They flatly refused to
look throu?h Galileo’s telescope at the newly discovered
satellites of Jupiter. One of these obscurantists died shortly
afterwards and Galileo comforted himself with the reflection
that his antagonist probably saw them on his way to
heaven.

The introduction into this controversy of the modest and
retiring author of Mrs. Warren's Profession provides the
crowning absurdity of Miss Kidd’s stream of invective. The
conservation of energy not only operates in human credulity
but in the realms of the merry andrew, the purveyor of
paradoxes, and the prophet of chronic insincerity. In
another and a better world than ours one might have
aspired to hope that the man who conserved so little truth
or even common honesty in dealing with Darwin, “the
mere pigeon fancier,” the immaculate conception, sponta-
neous generation, and the manhood, or was in the godhood
of Mahomet, might very fitly be left out from any matter to
which science and rationality are essential ingredients.

T. F. Palmer.

National Secular Society.

Report of Monthly E xecutive Meeting held on April 30.

The President, Mr. G. W. Foote, happily recovered largely
from his recent severe illness, occupied the chair. Other
members present were: Messrs. Baker, Berry, Bowman,
Brandes, Cohen, Cowell, Cunningham, Davey, Heaford,
Judge, Lloyd, Neate, Nichols, Roger, Rosetti, Samuels,
Silverstein, Schindle, Thurlow, and Wood.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and con-
firmed. New members were admitted for the Parent Society.
Correspondence was also read.

This being the final meeting of the year, the President
addressed the meeting at some length upon the general
situation, and pointed out that for various reasons it was
deemed advisable to hold the Annual Conference in London
this year. The Queen’s Minor Hall had been engaged for
the buiiness and public meetings.

Notices of Motion for the Agenda were reported, and
resolutions moved by the Executive were ordered to be
referred to the Agenda Committee, Mr. Cohen and Mr. Lloyd
being elected for that purpose.

Mr. Davey reported his attendance at meetings called to
further the W. J. Ramsey Testimonial Fund, and that an
appeal by circular was about to be made.

Other matters of routine business were dealt with.

E. M. Vance, General Secretary.

Obituary.

With deep regret | have to record the death of Mrs.
Edward Moorhouse, one of the kindest and gentlest of
women, a true Secularist, who, with her husband, worked
for the “ best of causes "—especially so during the stormy
period of the Bradlaugh and our President’s struggles
thirty years ago. She had been suffering from a very
painful malady for two years, but she lived and died for-
tified in the principles of the Secularist “faith.” Her
remains were cremated at the Leeds Crematorium, on the
2nd inst., and our good friend Mr. R. Tabrum read the
beautiful Secular Service.—W. H. Spivey (Huddersfield).
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday
and be marked “ Lecture Notice ” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
OUTDOOR.

Bethnal Green Branch N. 8.8. (Victoria Park, near the
Bandstand): 3.15 and 6.15, Mr. Gallagher, Lectures.

Camberwell Branch N.8.8. (Brockwell Park) : 545, M.
Hope, a Lecture.

E dmonton Branch N. 8. 8. (Edmonton Green) : 7.45, Miss

Kough, a Lecture.
Kingstand Branch N.S. 8. (corner of Bidley-road) : 11.30,
osetti, “ Count

R. H. Rosetti, “ Jesus Christ”; 7.30, Mrs. H.
Your Blessings.”

North London Branch N. 8.8. (Finsbury Park) : 11.30, Mr.
Hope, a Lecture. Parliament Hill: 3.30, Miss Kough, a Lecture.
Eegéent’s Park (near the Fountain): 3.30, Mr. Davidson, a

ecture.

West Ham Branch N. 8.8. (outside Maryland Point Station,
Stratford, E.): 7, R. H. Rosetti, “ Je3us Christ.”

PROPAGANDIST LEAFLETS. Newlssue. 1. Christianitya
Stupendous Failure. J. T. Lloyd ; 2. Bible and Teetotalism,J. M.
Wheeler; 3. Principles of Secularism, C. Watts; 4. Where Are
Tour Hospitals f R. Ingersoll. 5. Because the Bible Tells He
So, W. P. Ball; 6. Why Be Good? by G. W. Foote. The
Parson’s Creed. Often the means of arresting attention and
making new members. Price 6d. per hundred, post free 7d.
Special rates for larger quantities. Sarmjles on receipt of
stamped addressed envelope.—Miss E, M. Vance. N. S. S.
Secretary, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

THE LATE
CHARLES BRADLAUGH, MP.

A Statuette Bust,

Modelled by Burvill in 1881. An excellent likeness of the great
Freethinker. Highly approved of by his daughter and intimate
colleagues. Size, 6J ins. by 8f ins. by 4J ins.

Plaster (lvory Finish) ... 37-
Extra by post (British Isles): One Bust, 1/-; two, 1/6.

The Pioneer Press 2 Newcastle-street, E.C.; or,
Miss E. M. Vance, Secretary, N. S. S.
All Profits to be devoted to the N. S. S. Benevolent Fund.
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America’s Freethought Newspaper

THE TRUTH SEEKER-

FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT, 1873.
CONTINUED BY E. M. MACDONALD, 1883-13W-

Gk WASEBORKP - . E ditdhbial Cortw >

Subscription R ates. o
Single subscription in advance 500
Two new subscribers s — ox g
One subscription two years in advanoe eltja
To all foreign countries, except Mexico, 50 cents per annu rftte’o;

Subscriptions for any length of time under a year, at the
25 cents per month, may be begun at any time. ietl
Freethinkers everywhere are invited to send for specimen %4

which are free.
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY,
Publishers, Dealers in Freethought Books, A
2 Vksiy Street, New York. U’

Determinism or Free Will?
By C. COHEN.

Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.

A clear and able exposition of the subject in
the only adequate light—the light of evolution-

CONTENTS.
I. The Question Stated.—lII. “ Freedom” and “ Will- -Hl-
Consciousness, Deliberation, and Choioj.—IV. Some Aﬂﬂj
Consequences of Determinism.—V. Professor James on
Dilemma of Determinism.”—VI. The Nature and Impli°atl®*
of Responsibility.—VI1I. Determinism and Character.—>D
Problem in Determinism.—IX. Environment.

PRICE ONE SHILLING NET-
(Postage 2d.)

EG

The Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastla-street, Farringdon-street

SOCIETY

(LIMITED)
Company Limited by Guarantee,
Registered Office—2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, E.C.
Chairman of Board of Directors—Ms. G. W. FOOTE.

Secretary—Miss

This_ Society was formed in 1898 to afford legal security to the
acquisition and application of funds for Secutar purposes.
he Memorandum of Association sets forth that the Society’s
Objects are :—To promote the principle that human conduct
should be based upon natural knowledge, and not upon super-
natural belief, and that human welfare in this world is the proper
end of all thought and action. To promote freedom of inquiry.
To promote universal Secular Education. To promote the com-
lete secularisation of the State, etc., eto. nd to do all such
awful things as are conducive to such objects. Albo to have,
hold, receive, and retain any sums of money paid, given, devised,

or bequeathed by any person, and to employ the same for any of
the uri)_oses_ of the Society. =~ ) ]
The liability of members is limited to £1, in case the Sooiety

should ever bé wound up and the assets were insufficient to oover
liabilities—a most unlikely contingency. .

Members pay an entrance fee of ten’shillings, and a subsequent
yearly subscription of five shillings.

The Society has a considerable number of members, but amuch
larger number is desirable, and it is hoped that some will be
gained amongst those who read this announcement. ~ All who join
It participate in the oontrol of its business and the trusteeship of
its resources. It is expressIK provided in the Articles of Associa-
tion that no member, as such, shall derive any sort of profit from
ths Society, either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in
an¥ way whatever.

The “Society's affairs are managed by an eleoted Board of
Directors, consisting of not less than five and not more than
twelve members, one-third of whom retire by ballot) eaoh year,

E, M. VANCE.

but are oapable of re-election. An Annual General Meeting ¢
members must be held in London, to receive the Report,
new Directors, and transact any other business that may =
Being a du[ijy registered body, the Secular Sooiety, "Li -y,
can receive donations and bequests with absolute aeofﬂ05|8
Those who are in a position to do so are invited to
donations, or to insert a bequeBt in the Society’s favor jaj).
wills.  On this point there need not be the slightest apprehen = g
It is quite impossible to set aside such bequests. The exe®*
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary 00“ j,,
administration. No objection of an)() kind has been rais jjos
connection with any of the wills by whioh the Society
already been benefited. *
The” Society’s solicitors are Messrs. Harper and Battooo&i
Rood-lane, Fenohurch-street, London, E.O. ,

A Form of Bequest—The following is a sufficient ik
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators;—“1 8\M® _ -
“ bequeath to the Secular Sooiety, Limited, the sum of *

“ free from Legacy Duty, and | direct that a reoeipt Bigu®,ary
* two members of the Board of the said Sooiety and the Sec
“ thereof shall he a good discharge to my Executors to

said Lagaoy.”

krigads of the Society who bave remermbared it in“their -, of
or V\%hotlntend tg do so, tsh_oq[!d f?_rmallytﬂotl the “ecre. -ffj]l

e fact, or send a private intimatjon to the Chairman, wn
E% Hbslreﬂ{ treaﬂfpas strﬁ;ﬂy’%ﬁmai. Hhws s hot nece A
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes get lost or mislac’
their contents have to be established by competent tsstimo 1
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national secular society.

et President: G. W. FOOTE.
hry : Miss E M Vanch, 2 Newcastle-st. London,

. Principles and Objects.

oxodiaeism teaches that conduct should be based on reason
?nd knowledge. It knows nothing of divine guidance or
'interference ; it excludes supernatura_l hopes and_ fears ; _it
te&gg?an%nepmess as man’s proper aim, and utility as is

T Secularism affirms that Progress is only possible through
liberty, which ib at once a right and a duty ; and therefore
seeks to remove every barrier to the fullest equal freedom of

Mrght, action, and speech.

Secularism declares that theology is condemned by reason
8 superstitious, and by experience as mischievous, anc.
HRails it as the historic énemy of Progress,

secularism accordingly seeks to dispel superstition; to
Pread education ; to disestablish religion; to rationalise
erality ; to promote peace; to dignify labor; to extend
Matsggbl\e/vell-being; and to realise the self-government of

Membership.

*,,°y person is eligible as a member on signing the

owing declaration ,
desire to join the National Secular Society, ana_
myself, if admitted as a member, to co-operate in

* (Qle*ting its objects.”

Cheaaeolneceslocosesssanadone *o
ddreae.
O:Cupatlpn oxeeee 00 aee Coo O« A asc
Bated thie.,,.,,..e...0@Y O covvevieeceee e 490,

With IS”?c'aration should be transmitted to the Secretary
P ,£\? ubaeription.
Memh a minimnm °f Two Shillings per year, every

bismQ *8 lef* to fix bis own subscription according to
eans and interest in the oause,

The1  immediate Practical Objects.
bought of Bequests to Secular or other Free-
beterod 8oo0™®esi for the maintenance and propagation of
conditi®x “Pbiions on matters of religion, on the samo

“Nanisatio& aPf)ly *° Christian or Thoistio churches or

nelig’o Abolition °* the Blasphemy Laws, in order that

out fear E2ay be canvassed as freely as other subjeots, with*
The rv “ne ot imprisonment.

~purcho Testablishmont and Disendowment of the State
The av,I? ? ngiand, Scotland, and Wales.

>n Jbtion of all Religious Teaching and Bible Reading

by the Stat Ol °tller oducational establishments supported

childremPenin®°f 811 endowed educational institutions to the
The Ar dy?n*bof all classes alike,

of Suug jogation of all laws interfering with the free use

~dav & *°r tlle ParP0Se of culture and recreation ; and the

Gid AW “« °f State and Municipal Museums, Libraries,
A Ref 1leiie8, ] )

g’r\xlj]us_"_t:m ol tila MarriaSe Taws, especially to secure

fa-ji-i06 £or husband and wife, and a reasonable liberty

The % divorce’
that all” y %atlon 0? the legal status of men and women, so

The prigats may be independent of oexual distinctions,
from the °"'eC*°n of ohildren from all forms of violence, and
~omaturo'i6]™ °£ *bose who would make a profit out of their

foste™  oliti°n of all hereditary distinctions and privileges,
Motherhood 8i>irif antagonistic to justioe and human

d‘tious £MProvement by ail just and wise means of the con-
i" townf daily HE? for “‘he masses of the people, especially
Celling &nd o'tmSi where insanitary and incommodious
Weakue«S” and .the want of open spaces, oause physical
The p! and ibaeaso, and the deterioration of family life,
otself for °M°tion of the right and duty of Labor to organise j
claim to' its moral and economical advancement, and of its
The SnW- Pr?tection in snch combinations.
Ment in .,stltution of the idea of Reform for that of Punish-
,Obger be | £reatment of criminals, so that gaols may no
aQX Places f068 of brutalisation, or even of mere detention,
those wh °£ ~byaical, intellectual, and moral elevation for
An Ext ara a®’ct°d with anti-social tendencies,
th&mhunfnSIOn of the moral law to animals, so as to Becnre
The pr ana treatmint and legal protection against cruelty.
tQion of "m“tl°n of Peace between nations, and the substi-
afttion6\ (j- Nitration for War in the settlement of inter-
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FREETHOUGHT PUBLICATIONS.

Liberty and Necessity. An argument against
Free Will and in favor of Moral Causation. By David
Hume. 32 pages, price 2d., postage Id.

By David Hume.
16 pages, price Id.,

The Mortality of the Soul.
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