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Man's chief wisdom consists in being sensible of his 
follies.—Rochefoucauld.

The Virgin Birth.

the has just published a Tract in which
fact Qfr8|n Birth is depicted at once as a veritable 
tlan p hlstory and an essential dogma of the Chris
tie nV , r°h. Without such a stupendous miracle 
atjj J'T!ne Incarnation could never have taken place, 
n0 . °ut the Incarnation there would have been 
nian ristianity and no Church. It is true that 
igQQj Present-day divines either openly reject or 
of 0 • , 0 supernatural birth of Jesus; but we are 
taioin h? ^ ore fully justified in main-
either  ̂ r ̂  n° Christian teacher has a right to do 
fund • tjike the Resurrection, the Virgin Birth is a 
ooĥ  t̂ ental doctrine and cannot be laid aside with- 
Holvn.ertn'ntng the whole creed. “ Conceived of the 
use(j ^0°®i>born of the Virgin Mary,” this is the phrase 
it8 belhf 6 Church in all ages as a fit expression of 
"Westo ' The now-famous Bishop of Zanzibar, Dr. 
8Qbj ’ Preacbed an able and earnest sermon on the 
the gL l!? Westminster Abbey, which appeared in 
Westn^L1 Times for March 20. To the Church, Dr. 
tnankQQ , „ ervea, “ k °rd Jesus Christ is God-in- 
ahle djgQQ The following is the gist of this remark-

as ^ r?m the first momont of his Incarnation until his 
his J181011 ,t° his Father’s throne, and from the day of 
all 8ceasion down the ages, and through the ages to 
fec|. ctn'ty, he is God-in-manhood; God true and per- 
hurn ^  .^v*n§ under conditions truly and perfectly 

with all the human instruments of self-expres- 
Perf6 t * We ca'l 80U1 a“d body ; and Man, true and 
hecon *n 110 sense at ah a man. In order to
and me a God-in-manhood the Eternal Word took flesh 
Ca *e0° lv8d his soul in Mary’s womb ; and from her he 
\qr ® *°rth to be the new Head of the human race. 
VitgJa 00 found her ; he left her virgin ; and she, the 
O o f^ o t h e r ,  is henceforth Mother of our Lord and

is i,
by tjj ~8 "he doctrine of the Virgin Birth as taught 
that if Ur^°dox Churoh. Dr. Weston frankly admits 
^bri8i;Wou^  be “ folly to pretend that the modern 
spirit®'.11 eaaily accepts” it. Failing to see the 
•bode“ 1 Planing and value of the alleged fact, the 
6videnp Christian cannot give due weight to the 
ao0ept ? f°r it. “ The Church suggests that we 
tunatelv /  Creed on her authority ” ; and, unfor- 
êtQpted f°r ^er’ ^he m°dern Christian is strongly 

•hem; r0ly on the authority of his own judg-
- ’ WhatI H

Pati,Shient we suffer from to-day is “ private
t‘ai|aent run wild-” The Church is wonderfully 
for 0 ’ long-Buffering, and sympathetic, “ but not 
^aat oin- raomenfi will she approve of any the 
°£ truth '■Da to ourselves the ultimate measure
b>eut ' We are not at all surprised at this state- 
bxtrayn, w.e compare it with another more
sPiritaal ; namely, that the discernment of
^ud wh (Va Ûes i8 the work of faith, not of reason.” 
the powat. Pray, is faith ? Nothing in the world but 
P^broh e««H? acoePt as final the judgments of the 
ab b ib ln L -p r im ary  power of self-suppression, of 
aoci0ty nndedn88s> without which 

l,7 0 y embrace sinful men
no heavenly 

of disordered

minds.” The duty of the individual, therefore, is 
“ to cast himself upon the society, upon the family 
of the Lord God, who cannot deceive or be deceived.” 

According to Dr. Weston, Christianity is a religion 
founded upon facts, not upon ideas. The Virgin 
Birth is a fact, “ the only mode of entrance into the 
world that is fit for, and proper to, him who is 
Eternal God.” Of course, the conception was 
miraculous, but the Bishop assures us that the 
miracle was exceedingly simple :—

“ We are asked to believe that Almighty God, through 
the Holy Spirit, dispensed with human co-operation in 
setting in motion natural forces; that once set in 
motion by immediate Divine intervention, those forces 
moved according to their own original, God-given laws, 
and the Christ was conceived by Mary his mother. In  
this miracle there is nothing contrary to Nature, no 
hindrance of natural results due to certain causes, no 
element of destruction and negation. All bears witness 
to a mighty act of the Divine Life-giver, in the supreme 
movement of the Divine Love.”

The curious thing is that Dr. Weston completely 
ignores the question of evidence. Not a single 
shred of proof does he adduce. He tells us that 
natural foroes were set in motion within Mary “ by 
immediate Divine intervention” ; but how does he 
know that ? The nativity narratives are peculiar to 
the Gospels of Matthew and Luke, and New Testa
ment scholars are convinced that they were inserted 
in these at a later date, say, at the close of the first 
century, or early in the second. That the birth- 
stories did not originally belong to these two Gospels 
is clear from the fact that the rest of the New 
Testament does not contain the slightest hint that 
the birth of Jesus was in any respect different from 
that of anybody else. Yet the Bishop of Zanzibar 
exclaims: “ What I know is this, that Christ came 
down from heaven to a sinless mother, beoause 
before he came down he gave her the grace to be 
sinless.” We challenge him to inform us when, 
whence, and how he acquired this amazing know
ledge. If he tells us that he obtained it by faith, we 
beg to remind him that faith and knowledge are two 
totally different things. Of course, a man who 
believes that when a duly ordained priest sprinkles 
a baby’s face with water, an act of supernatural 
regeneration is accomplished, can believe anything. 
A baptised child shows no signs whatever of having 
been twice born, being, on that account, neither 
better nor worse than other ohildren. Even in the 
Gospels of Matthew and Luke, Jesus never shows the 
least consciousness of having been supernaturally 
born. In all his intercourse with his disciples and 
others he did not once convey the impression that 
he even suspected that there was anything extra
ordinary about his advent into the world.

Dr. Weston’s facts are all fables. He believes in 
the sinlessness of Jesus, and accounts for it in the 
following strange fashion:—

“ The body and soul of Christ never had a moment’s 
existence except in the person of the eternal God, the 
eternal Word of God. Therefore we claim perfection. 
And the Virgin Birth is necessary to this argument just 
for this reason, that had the body, had the soul of Jesus 
for a single moment existed in a human person, the 
whole process of the Incarnation would have failed, 
and our redemption would never have taken place. It 
is on this kind of lines that we defend the doctrine of 
the Virgin Birth.”

The so-called fact of the absolute perfection of Jesus
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is an unverified and nnverifiable assumption. His 
oharaoter even as portrayed in the Gospels is not 
without fault; but even if it were, the Gospels tell 
us so little about him that we cannot legitimately 
come to the conclusion that he never did any wrong. 
But Dr. Weston assumes his sinlessness, and then 
assumes the Virgin Birth to account for it. Here is 
another fact which, on being examined, turns out to 
be a fable :—

“ The Incarnation reveals the supernatural order in 
which we have become new creatures; in its power we 
find our foothold upon the supernatural plane along 
which we are to move upward and Godward throughout 
all ages ; and in the Incarnate Person we find our own 
personal union with the Divine Being.”

The supernatural order is a pure fiction. It exists 
only in the imagination of fanatics. We know only 
of one order, the order of Nature; and no one has 
ever shown us any other. Christians call them
selves new creatures, but nobody else does ; nor do 
they ever say or do anything to justify their so 
calling themselves. The supernatural plane is a 
sheer illusion, and we judge of it by those who claim 
to find their foothold upon it, for, surely, they are 
not superior people. Have they not their little 
quarrels, bickerings, and wranglings just like others ? 
Is not Bishop Weston in this country now because 
of a bitter controversy which has agitated the Epis
copal Church for months and threatened to disrupt 
her? Is such a state of things worthy of people 
who proudly aver that they have a foothold upon a 
supernatural plane? Dr. Weston says that Chris
tians “ date everything from the great miracle of 
the Virgin Birth ” ; but to what end and with what 
results ? Read history, consult the conditions that 
prevail in society at this moment, and you have the 
answer. Like all his brethren, the Bishop indulges 
in Christian boasting, and hears not the mocking 
laughter of the facts.

The Virgin Birth is a deoaying superstition. Even 
to the modern Christian it is searoely believable. 
When he finds any record of it outside the Bible he 
does not hesitate to say openly that he rejects it. 
The time is coming when the Biblical record will be 
treated in precisely the same way. j  g, L io yd

The Cant of Brotherhood.

Ip  we attend to theory only, there is nothing with 
which the Christian is so much concerned as uni
versal love and brotherhood. If we check theory by 
practice, there are no other qualities that he so com
pletely ignores. Theoretically every Christian is 
ready to spend himself in the service of at least 
every other Christian, if not of every human being. 
In practice they show themselves certainly not better 
than non-Christians, and do not betray an over
whelming confidence in even their fellow-believers. 
They watch each other most carefully in all business 
transactions ; they “ wink the other eye ” if they are 
asked to trust another merely on the ground of a 
community of religious belief. Clergymen of all 
denominations accuse each other of being animated 
by petty jealousies, greed, hatred, and of stooping 
to slander and misrepresentation to further their 
ends. In a corporate capacity Christian nations act 
towards each other in exactly the same way. Each 
one laughs at the notion of trusting to the other’s 
sense of honesty, justice, or generosity. They say 
frankly that self-interest is the only motive by which 
they will be ruled, a display of brute force the only 
argument to which they may be expected to yield. 
And still the cant of love and brotherhood goes on.

Now I am not arguing that the conception of 
human love and brotherhood are bad things. No one 
does so argue. Quite the contrary; they are fun
damental to human welfare, and their practical 
realisation is the true measure of social development. 
I am merely taking these qualities in connection 
with religious beliefs— particularly Christian beliefs 
— and trying to estimate their value. For Christians

write and talk of human love and human brocber- 
hood as though these were in some peculiar sense 
Christian products, and formed the vary essence o 
the Christian faith. They have done this until t 0 
very words themselves have acquired a cant signi
ficance. They have gained the aroma of the puipi > 
and evil associations have not yet lost their tun- 
honored power to corrupt things otherwise good, 
course, they have no real connection with religi°n> 
although the forces of modern life have force  ̂
genuine religious beliefs into the background, an 
brought a number of accidental and extraneou 
qualities to the fore. And the fact remains that o 
all the failures that may justly be plaoed to t 
credit of religion, none is more marked than t 
utter inability of religion to induce a feeling 0 
genuine brotherhood and good-fellowship. There i 
no question of opinion here ; it is simply a statemen 
of demonstrable fact.

Look at the oase of Ireland. Whatever othe 
factors may be at work here, this much is certain- 
The rallying cries of the two great parties in Irelan 
centre round a difference of religions belief. Bevnof 
that difference, and so far as one can see there won 
be no insuperable obstacle to the speedy solution o 
the Irish difficulty. Protestants declare that they 
can never trust to the sense of justice or broth 
hood of Roman Gatholios in a position of authori P 
Catholics declare that they have suffered, and_6 .
still, from the religious bigotry of Protestantise* 1 
power. Whichever one is right, or if both are rig®1’ 
the same fact emerges—the distortion of a sense 
justice and fairplay by religious belief. CatboU 
cannot trust Protestants ; Protestants cannot tru 
Catholics. They do not mean that they cannot tro0 
each other in business—they do, as a matter of fft0 ' 
They do not mean that, religion apart, the Ronia 
Catholic Irishman and the Protestant Irishman ®  ̂
not as good as eaoh other. What they each p°18 
out is that the religious oonvictions of the op  
narrows his outlook, stunts his sympathies, bhn 
him to a sense of national duty, and makes hi® 
worse oitizen than he would be otherwise. A , s ŝ 
thinker need not argue which one is correct; J® 
enough to point to the facts, and the facts &re 
decisive disproof of Christian claims. . g

Look at home, amongst ourselves. What is ® 
most divisive, the greatest separative force that ° 
can introduce into association of human being8 
Clearly religion. Up and down the country * 
thousands of associations of various kinds. \ 
almost universal rule among them is that discus81 
of religious opinions must be tabooed. It is D,: 
that the individual members do not believe in & . 
gion; quite the contrary. The more firmly *b I 
believe, the more they perceive the necessity o f " . 
rule. They believe in religion individually ; in*1.1 tg 
dually they would assert that it was of all beb0 
the most important; but they dare not discuss tb® 
differences of opinion on religion as they dis®0̂  
differences in literature, or art, or scienoe» 
sociology. Do that, they say—permit the introd 
tion of religion— and our association will break 
fragments. They also will repeat the cant 
about brotherhood as an essential part of reli8l° '  
and the value of their assertions are shown by ® - 
fact that one thing they dare not introduce if ^ g0iujuu imuiu u u e  i i n u g  m o )  u u iu  jliuu jlu u iu u u u u  ** ¿a

wish to oontinue in friendly and brotherly interc00 , 
is religion. Still they believe that Christian ^  
promotes brotherhood. Nothing seems able to sb 
that superstition. _ . aB

It is useless arguing that men take their 
beliefs as the most serious they possess. 
may be admitted without weakening the force o'£ ',g 
indictment. The charge is not that religious be*1 
are not taken seriously, but that they serve ftS 
cause of division rather than as a bond of
And side by side with this you have the oo®P.

a

tulip11'

_  - ' f mmentary faots that there are other aspects ol. 
that really do unite people, and other beliefs fb jy  
which people differ and yet dwell harmonj0, ^  
together. You can see members of various relif?1̂  ■ 
sects uniting for various sooial and ethical 0°
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they will be friendly together on points , ^ on_ it 
about things that are nnoonnected wit . union
is only when religion is on the oarpe ' ¿iea as a 
becomes impossible. Why, it is ®v.e“  pbrotherhood 
great triumph of the spirit of re^ l° uf - „ aeota can 
that representatives of various Chris mood,
stand upon the same platform 10 a , 'l l.at bringsBat, even then, it must be observed t When
them together is not their religion9 op ‘ , Q a 
Anglican, Catholic, Protestant, and 0 cn 8ense
the same platform the appeal is to aoneal to
°£ justice, a common humanity, a com ,. j
moral feelings. Never is the appeal o "  religious 

There is, indeed, one case in which the rehgio ^  
^PPeal becomes a bond of union of ¡t baa
m oonneotion with Sabbatarianism. B6cts
been found possible to bring the Chri a ^ g 
together on the basis of an appeal o a3 ^
feelings. And the reason for this is1 «> Plâ  common 
discreditable. They are all ine the olddanger, and there is a chanoe of exeroiBi g J  h
«Pint of religious tyranny. The ^ o r a t i o n  
Sabbath” affects them all alike. „nrouragement
l0,»  to the Churches. It means the enoourag^ ^
?f the spirit of Rationalism an 8beer self-
nvolves the secularisation of li e> divisions,
«fence religion forgets for V ^ a n e n e m y  that 
“d doses its ranks to the attac 1. believe that they 

threatens all alike. Then they all believe .
^  their brother’s keeper. And they mte p 

keeper " to mean gaoier. wbioh religion,
This, indeed, is the only way , ,0D8 a sense

?d particularly Christianity, ever threatens all 
« .solidarity. Faced by an enemy that tlh^atened
. ' ê, the natural tendency is J protection, 
individuals to draw together for mutual protec In the — ” '

April 5, 1914 ____ ________

t0getr °  ,eadiest centuries Christians only held 
perseD6f-ln £aoe o£ persecution. So soon as the 
of reli • °Q was relaxed, the divisive oonsequenoes 
for fJp!1U8. belief began to show themselves. And 
tyratla ari08 nothing but the most intolerable 
mo8t «1 0ne of the most powerful and one of the 
waa 1a,f Churches that the world has ever known
When 6 d° Pre80rve unity amongst Christians. 
Church ProBress broke the power of the
8h°w j,’ j 0 evil power of religious belief began to 
«'fled 8®ff- Existing causes of hatred were inten- 
Men V ^ ew 80ctarian reasons for ill-will developed. 
rea80n ated 0a°b other for political reasons, class 
parativ\°r nP,bi°nal reasons. But these were 0 0 m- 
0oQllt f expressions of malevolence. On ao-
and tb*1 tbeir malevolence knew no bounds,
by deafk to their antagonisms was marked only 
lay j? a0d not always then. One might almost 
str0ll„ d°W0 as a law of social progress that the 
that ar^ re^ious beliefs are the greater the divisions 
only b ISe‘ An attempted union of religious believers 
gated fC°^les possible when social culture has rele- 
SQbors;DndarnentaI religions beliefs to a position of 

In a£e imnortn.nr>o10 Btriot'/mp0rtance- be0n 10t truth, the brotherhood of man has never
it haa hPart of the Christian religions, any more than 
aimed 8811 a Part o£ other religions. What has been 
human b -^a8 I10011 a brotherhood of believers. A 
remain a became a brother when he believed, he 
the pro an 0nemy as long as he disbelieved. Even 
feline Pa,®’an^a of Christianity was not due to any 
last of ° f f>r°tberhood. It sprang rather from the 
fanati0 e?nTU08t, and from the intolerance of the 
anta»0 • 0 £elt that the existence of a new religion 
the m 18“ 0 to bis own amounted to a slight upon 
deni^ h i  o£ ^1B own D0>ty. The long-continued 
thoSe 0 f 9^rIstians of justice and consideration to 
^ 0rinK Dt8lde their creed proves the truth of this, 
of causto0re r0C0nt times, the operation of a number 
of commS’ .o£lI?£ amongst which was the growth 
beaten ? °loatlon between classes and peoples, have 
bq hay6*1 ■ 0 P0tty divisions of sect and nation, and 
gOalitie ®lven emphasis to the more permanent 
been ana b0man association. Powerful as it has 
the infl  ̂ 8£III £s» Christianity could not withstand 
that Cb 8li0e o£ these developments, with the result 

rstian teachers have been driven to a pre

sentation of the doctrine of brotherhood less in 
accord with Christian praotioe, and more in harmony 
with the sense of the modern civilised State.

Religion can form no basis for genuine brother
hood, for the reason that there is nothing in it 
fundamental and inescapable. All men have not 
religious beliefs, and among those that have them 
there is endless diversity and contradiction. Let 
the religious appeal be as wide as possible, it still 
remains, and must remain, a sectarian one. And 
sectarian union depends as much for its strength 
upon hatred of outsiders as upon love between its 
members. On the other hand, the non-religious 
appeal to brotherhood does touch on elements or 
qualities that are common to all men, and which are, 
indeed, fundamental to the associated State. There 
is no man without some sense of justice, however 
rudimentary. There is no man without feeling for 
his fellows, however imperfect may be its expression. 
Beneath all differences of sect, class, nation, or color, 
there are qualities— mental and moral—that all men 
have in common. A rational, a far-seeing doctrine 
of brotherhood seizes upon these as the elements 
upon which it is to be based if it is to be at all suc
cessful. And, as a mere matter of fact, it is in 
proportion as these non-religious qualities have been 
developed that the doctrine of brotherhood has 
become realisable in practice. It may be true that 
these qualities are not irreconcilable with religion ; 
but it is certain that they are independent of it. 
And it is also certain that their association with 
religion has served only to hinder their fruition.

C. C o h e n .

The “  Shadow Show.”

The Shadow Show, by J. H. Curie, is one of the most 
remarkable books of travel it has been my good 
fortune to come across for some time. It differs 
from most books of the kind, however, in that the 
author seems to have been everywhere and seen 
everything, except perhaps the hidden bowels of the 
earth and the North Pole. During his professional 
oareer he inspected no less than five hundred mines, 
in every part of the globe. “ To-day, at forty,” he 
says, “ I have seen the world from end to end. A 
favored one, I have stood in the wings all my life, 
and have seen the mounting of a thousand tableaux.” 
And as the reader travels with him, viewing the 
varied and picturesque scenery of every land— a 
dawn on the Karroo, the higher Alps outlined by 
moonlight, a spring morning in Kashmir—he feels 
indeed that that “ the stage setting of the Shadow 
Show is extraordinarily beautiful.” “ To some of us 
who have failed to find God among the theologians, 
Nature alone is left,” says Mr. Curie ; and surely no 
goddess ever found a more fervent adorer.

The curious reader may ask, Why the Shadow 
Show as the title of such a book ? It represents the 
author’s philosophic view of world phenomena. He 
looks back on all the wonderful sights he has seen 
as a great and splendid phantasmagoria :—

“ This world of ours is the Shadow Show. W e men
and women are the silhouettes on the curtain.......The
stage is fantastic, and the players ; the only real thing 
is that mechanism of wires which science calls the
‘ reign of law.’.......We are puppets. W e are the sum of
all dead men, the sport of all past happenings. We are 
present links in the endless chain of cause and effect, 
and as our structure is, so does our life inexorably 
unfold.

“ ‘ For man is man, and master of his fate,’ sings the 
the poet, and Smiles, Lubbock, and other genial and 
wealthy persons chortle in the same strain. But Old 
Omar knew better, and men of the calibre of ¿Eschylus 
and Shakespeare and Ibsen have always known; free
will is very nearly an illusion.”

If our author’s philosophy, as stated in the Preface, 
should disturb the ideas of some of his general 
readers, it is likely that the first incident he relates 
will alienate the puritanical sympathies of many 
others. As. he begins to write, it is the little inci-



212 THE FREETHINKER APRIL 5, 1914

denfcs, he says, that crowd upon him. And he takes 
them as they come :—

“ On a Christmas afternoon, in the country behind 
Manilla, I  watched cock-fighting. In a great bamboo 
structure some two thousand Filipinos and myself sat, 
lost to the world. There were a hundred cocks, the din 
was hideous, and the betting high. I  have spent many 
a worse Christmas.”

One of the charms of Shadow Show is the author’s 
comprehensive grasp of the problems that confront 
present-day civilisation. Ha sees the minor races of 
the earth as the ordinary traveller sees them in their 
geographical setting and native environment. But 
he brings to the consideration of their well-being 
and future position a sympathetic knowledge of 
their racial characteristics and relation to the pro
gressive forces among the stronger races. He ap
preciates, too, at their fall value, the virtues and 
qualities of the so-called inferior nations, without a 
single trace of that insular prejudice which charac
terises the writings of so many of our travellers : — 

11 As I  sought out the world's beauties, so I  have 
searched for the best peoples. The nations, first and 
last, have passed before me— good, bad, indifferent— to 
be judged, too, like men, with tolerance, for environ
ment is the controlling factor,”

Among the world's “ best peoples,” those to whom 
he finds himself closest— his “ affinities ”— he places 
the Chinese and the Zulus. This should give the 
supporters of missionary enterprise some food for 
reflection. For the writer is not only a broad
minded and cultured traveller, but he speaks from 
an intimate knowledge of both peoples. His 
memories of South Afrioa, he tells us, are full of the 
natives. “ All the races interest me, but the Zulus 
I love. They are a race of gentlemen; they are, 
physically, the aristocrats of humanity.” He speaks 
of them as a race who are as cheerful, kindly, and 
right-living a people as one may hope to see. “ For 
many of the Zulus— laborers on farms, wagon- 
drivers, house servants, or quiet dwellers in their 
own kraals—I have the sincerest liking and respect. 
To the memory of N ’Konjane (‘ the Swallow’) and 
to Shingaan a ‘ kehele’— or head of a family— who 
came every year from the thorn country to the farm, 
and who, after many years of faithful work, at last 
came not, I raise my hat.” Would that every 
traveller were as sympathetically appreciative of the 
virtues of these colored races.

Of the Chinese, he writes : —
“ The Chinaman was civilised while we dwelt in 

forests. He had evolved religion, philosophy, and the 
highest conceptions of art and beauty while we yet 
stained ourselves with woad and pursued our quarry 
with a meat axe. To-day, with all our blissful 
ignorance of China, we call the people heathen, and 
send a swarm of missionaries to preach doctrines that 
our ablest men have already discarded. These men 
preach twenty different creeds, they advocate love, 
peace, long-suffering; but let so much as one mis
sionary be killed or injured, and the clamor for com
pensation and revenge, backed always by threats of 
armed retaliation, resounds through the land. The 
Chinaman, highly intelligent, sees the irony of it all. 
Our various creeds, jealous, narrow, preaching salvation 
through twenty channels, bewilder him. He wants 
none o f  our re l ig io n ; he has told us so a hundred 
t im e s "

Our author has an eye for the beautiful every
where ; and his comparative faculty, which often 
displays a touch of humor, sees the utility of many 
foreign customs and practices, as compared to the 
conventional methods of Europe. SpeakiDg of the 
Hindu custom of burning dead bodies, he says: 
“ There is no slow festering of the dead in the 
ground, no choosing of leaden coffins by old ladies, 
to whom the resurrection looms more physical than 
mystic. The burial rites of the Hindu must, indeed, 
become our own ” :—

“ And to Hinduism we owe a great architecture. 
Bach cycle furnished its masterpieces— the rock caves, 
with their rioh and original figuring, the temples of 
Mysore, Gwalior, fortress of the Mahrattas, Amber, and 
the palaces of Rajputana, and golden-templed Amritsar, 
of the Sikhs. Lastly, note the small sect of Jains,

building at Chitoor that tower aforesaid, and at Abu, 
the hills, a temple of white marble, whose glory 
never die. I  thought to write down the Jains as 
Wesleyans of Hinduism ; for in each is seen a rev ^  
against sacerdotalism, a return to simple forms, 
when I saw Chitoor and Abu, comparison was 
To liken these princes of architecture to the men ^  
can design Methodist chapels must be f°r e 
impossible.” i

“ W an d erin gs  in South Am erioa ” is not the 
in teresting of the chapters in the book. O ur an 
depictB the effect of Catholicism  upon the P ° ^  
Ind ian  races in language that does not spare t o - 
historical oppressors. T he  Ind ian s of the B oliv ia  
Andes, the degenerate descendants of the Incas, 
describes as a  people filthy in  their habits, mn 
given to strong drink, and of a deeply reljS1®“ 
strain. On a Good Friday, he w rites, I  stood in * 
plaza of O ruro and saw  the H o ly  Im age carried i 
priestly  procession. Thousands of Ind ians follow6 ’ 
reverent in m ien : an Ind ian  band  played boy  
m usic, and the H ost w as ra ised ; all hats v?ei 
d o ffed ; m any fe ll on their knees m uttering boars 
c r ie s :—

“ Such is religion in the Andes—a religion of ^  
senses, not of the brain. Next day, feast-day a 
holiday, these people, men and women, lay in the v’ J 
ecstasy of drink. For days they wallowed in it ! 1 , 
got up and went about their business, good-natu 1 
ignorant, superstitious, filthy— a little higbor than 
beasts of the field.”

In  the sum m er m onths, a fter the m elting of t 
snow , one can cross the Andes, he says, i f 0”  
A rgen tina  into Chili. T he  sum m it of the pass is ® 
12 ,0 0 0  feet, and on the boundary  line, erected i  
Chili, stands a colossal figure of Christ. Some yeai^ 
ago, w hen the figure w as unveiled, the ceremony  
m ade the oocasion for a dem onstration, and many 
political and religions personages from  Santiag 
attended. A fte rw ards , cham pagne w as serve » 
and, having drunk heartily , the com pany P‘° 
ceeded to break the em pty bottles against the stat° 
for lu o k :—

“ There are quite a number of statues of Christ * 
Chili. Their erection has been coincident with 
marked deterioration in the national character.”

In Lima, capital of Peru, the city he foun1d odi

Pizarro’s corpse lies in the cathedral in a 
coffin :—

“ Standing by this, my thoughts went back 
Atahualpa, last of the Incas, made captive by P’zaI?|J 
ransomed with the treasure of Cuzco, then brut» J 
murdered. By this act of treachery Spain set her t 
on the neck of South America, while Holy Moth 
Church, herself torturer of men’s bodies, looked on a 
palliated. ^

“ ‘ You brute, Pizarro,’ I  remember saying. 11 p°u » 
kick your coffin to pieces 1’ The mummy’s face grinh 
placidly.”

In a chapter entitled “ Women,” our author pr?' 
sents us with perhaps the sanest estimate of the f®1 
sex, and of the trend and meaning of the m0^ - s
feminist movement, that has yet been written. 01B

remarks on Spiritualism and Christian Scion® ’ 
under this heading, are an admirable summing-np 0 
both these delusions :—

“ Spiritualism, a result of too general education 
the half-baked, hysterical of both sexes, is becotn1 » 
rampant, but it is mostly women who are drawn 10 
the vortex. One is often told by this or that wow ^ 
that she communes with the dead, or lives in the occ 
world, or is in time with the Infinite. As the fern®I® 
not open to reasoning, one can only leave these wotn , 
to their obsessions. The 1 in-time-with-the-Infin) 
feeling is no doubt due to indigestion ; but just b0 
much of the rest is due to hysteria, or how much  ̂
lack of mental clarity and the consequent attributi a 
of abstract processes of thought to supernatural orig)’”  
would be hard to determine. The reality or otherW1 
of spirits we need not discuss; but that so many of ^ 
less intellectual sex should be really media, or occ 1 
when the greatest brains among men fail to detect a 
such phenomena, is to me unthinkable.”

The most interesting phase in this whole trend» k® 
says, is the spread of Christian Soience-^-ky f 
woman. Mrs. E ddy , a woman of little education»
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neurotic and hysteric tendency, sw',aS1 £vnrcea, he 
together in a hammock, in earlier h 8 .g Rireaay 
regards as altogether a poor type. Bn ,g Room ” 
'n process of deification. In the “ Mother 8 
of the Temple at Boston, candles are a ge0 WOr-
above her picture, and it is no rare thing shipers nn —! 1
»"•pers on their knees before it. T en  attribute  to  
of the ignorant and hysterica l a lrea  y  for b e r  
her supernatural qualities, w h ile  man„ 

accond coming. , _ nr_ m0.
“ If the Eddy tradition gathers o im  {or a

went urn, it is bound to crystallise. Ĥ 0 is a
large section of mankind, it is ^<xc ’ . a oentnry 
goddess. Let us picture a baptism »“ .’u > In
hence. The pastor, sprinkling the. babe, wm  |  Y- ^  
the name of the Father, and of the > Eddy, I  
Holy Ghost, and of Mrs. Mary Baker O ’ *  1 ' ^
christen thee—W ill Power,’ and the guest -------- ^

to hporio ov»̂ ! u"~ "
J ■• *** * WMWij WUU UUU 0UVOVO *-'**'

m ti t0 ^eans an^ bacon, or whatever viands are oaten 
lose davR. unconscious of irony. The greatest, unco

editions of theology sprang up in this way.
^  the futare of religion, he writes :—

“ All religions die in time. Their early virile concep
t s  become lost in a maze of mysticism, ritual, and 

dogma. Our religion is dying this way. She is but a 
*hell now; and vestments and waforB and oriental 
genuflections and intonings and Athanasian creeds and 
Urnina candles are what she offers as the Watersr rnin& 

Life,” of

. “ The Church has lost its hold. By refusing to come 
jô  line with modern thought, it alienates those who 
buk. What signifies au audience of old women or 

flighty girls, when the brainy men of the community 
ar® in their libraries or out on the links ?

Religion, as we have evolved it, is become a flabbylDa ii • - - --thi
. n8' It is a creed for the well-to-do, a creed of the 

hat, whose votaries dare not peer below the surface 
things. W e are concerned with the supernatural, 

wRb miracles, with three Gods who are one G o d ; 
scornful of science, we treat sin and misery as casual 
actors, removable by prayer, and ignore the reign of 
aw through which we move from birth to death.
oanwliile, in our rich, Christian England, one-third of 

j(. pvo on Hie border lino of poverty, or below
,, ---...o, iu c
it V -60? 10 livo

q  1 inking raw spirit to deaden their thought.”

Bisk  ̂atltbor offers some very friendly advice to the 
l0h°Psm their blindness

can ^nn^rcjd and seventy-one bishops of tho Angli- 
d ' .hutch assemble at Lambeth, and they make 

by 87 votes to 84, to deny the blessing of the 
ttla r°b to the innocent party in a divorce who may 
WelT^ a° a.*n‘ Pshaw ! You old men are no doubt
"cu-meauing, but you don't hnow. You must adapt 
yourselves to modern intellect, or it will presently pass 
?vor you like a steam-roller. Moreover, such a union 
18 legal to the State, and yours is a State Church. Go 
carefully, if JOu would escape disestablishment 1 There 
8,(6 social dignities and fat endowments Eome of you 
Would ill surrender.”

of n.6se e^traots will give the reader but a poor idea 
tbo subject-matter of the book, which is a racy 

an °r„d a life’s experiences more wonderful than 
j y  fiction. They are merely the running comments 

• genial author upon subjects or events as they 
to‘®? ln the oourse of the narrative. But they serve 
E- 6h°w. I think, that he is a writer worthy of every 

thinker's appreciation and esteem.
Jo s e p h  B r y c e .

Old Noah.
areS ?  « e  not so “ touchy” these days, lb  is qnjte 

theTQa?fc witb respectability to pass a, ] 0

eveut,Qrd>to 8Peak lightly of angels, and to dieply
stn a no*^ing acquaintance with the Dev .
>  pr°Perty of Christianity has become worse fo 
ihdn’ra?d, de6Pite the work of revivalists andl other 
8an.K,tl0us people to spring-clean it, we n 
5 S d Ejects are receiving less veneration than
hsin« a Person hits his thumb whilst car®le88̂  
hisng a hammer, there are ten chances to one tha 
sudd«°iamation is of a Biblical nature, ^anyone  
the !?ly a8somes a sitting posture as he walks down 

6 Btreet, he does not say, “ Alas ¿Esoulapmsl

His household gods are invariably invoked in a crisis 
of this description, and common use becomes a 
custom. I would not be prepared to say that all 
believers bandy words about in this manner, but 
many do who would safely be included in that elastic 
term “ Church of England.” In most of our present 
weekly papers this easy treatment of characters from 
the Bible is very evident, and we can safely say that 
there has been a landslide from the stern, uncom
promising attitude of Christianity adopted twenty 
years ago. Without laboring the point, the mild 
curate’s “ damn” has become something stronger 
with the layman.

I was extremely shocked (I think that is the correot 
expression) when I found on the oover of the New 
Witness some rather disrespectful things said about 
Noah. In conjunction with an advertisement, there 
are verses from that lovable lump of humanity, 
G. K. Chesterton. Putting aside the question of 
taste in this matter, I found that the old patriarch 
was cheerfully digged in the ribs, and not by any 
means treated with the respect due to one who, in 
an amateurish sort of way, saved the world from 
utter destruction. It is not my duty to defend 
Noah, but I feel that a protest is necessary, and also 
that the moral needs to be pointed ont when one 
more or less identified with the secret of England’s 
greatness should so far forget himself, and do with 
impunity what would have probably meant, a few 
centuries ago, either having the tongue torn out or 
burning at the stake.

My readers must bear with me : I devoutly believe 
that I have a stern purpose in this article; but, as I 
write, within a few feet of my chair is a Noah’s Ark. 
Scattered around this gaudily painted box are various 
pieces of wood representing cows, horses, sheep, and 
the familiar animals of England, and I laugh. I 
really think that the man who made them, the shop
keeper who sold them, and those who bought them 
are all accessories to a flagrant act of blasphemy. 
Poor Noah! What a fa ll! Thy brave efforts to 
save the world parodied at prices from a shilling 
upwards !

But to my purpose. The odious verses in question 
are entitled “ Old Noah.” He may have been an old 
man, but this habit of speaking of him is certainly 
not reverential, and would not be tolerated from the 
young in Sunday-schools. Bat of that no matter; 
there are worse things to come :—

“ And Noah would often say to his wife, as he sat down 
to dine,

I don’t care where the water goes, if it doesn’t get 
into the wine."

Are you listening my readers ? This is not by any 
common person who calls himself a Freethinker. It 
is not by Shelley. It is not by Omar Khayyam. It 
is not by John Davidson. It is by one whom, as far 
as I know, has never belonged to the movement for 
the repeal of the Blasphemy Laws. We must smile 
and enjoy the humor of the situation. The Free
thinker must console himself that he goes to gaol for 
the benefit of the Christian.

I cannot but think that Noah was a selfish old 
man, if we are to believe the new version. The Ark 
to him was the Christian’s idea of heaven. What 
did it matter to him so long as he did not die a damp 
death!—

“ And Noali cocked his eye and said, ‘ It looks like rain,
I think.’ ”

This is truly shocking. Surely Mr. G. K. Chesterton 
has read Genesis vi. 17 ! Again, he would not have 
us believe that Noah had forgotten the Lord’s 
terrible threat, and his method of carrying it out. 
I refuse to believe that the old salt (this disrespect 
is infectious) could overlook suoh a matter of im
portance. I refuse to agree that it is logical, as a 
Christian, to make fun of Biblical characters, and in 
all seriousness I warn the writer that it is but a 
short step from irreverence for Noah and his type 
to open blasphemy as interpreted by present-day 
“ law and profits.”

To Freethinkers there is a moral to this modern 
treatment of a famous boating excursion; but, unlike
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most morals, it is a pleasant one. It is a proof of 
the advance of Freethonght, whilst at the same time 
it is not a proof of religions sincerity. Mr. G. K, 
Chesterton can poke fun at every character from 
Genesis to Revelations, but he shall not do so with
out being reminded that Giordano Bruno was burned 
by order of Catholics. For buffoonery ? Good God, 
no ! For accepting the theory that the earth revolves 
round the sun. At Toulouse (1619) Lucilio Vanini, a 
learned Italian, had his tongue cut out and was 
burned. For saying that Noah was not a nice person 
in the matter of clothes? Merciful heavens, no! For 
a little difference with the priests of his time, and 
his belief in natural philosophy. These are but two 
instances of intolerance by Catholics, but they will 
serve to point out the fact that in the present day 
Christians oan be skittish or cynical in their treat
ment of Noah, without whom it would have been 
impossible to build up the elaborate forms and ritual 
of the Church of Rome. For, if Noah had dis
regarded his divine message, Catholics would be 
without their patron saint. Therefore, I plead for 
the reinstatement of Noah as a person not to be 
trifled with, but as a man who was the keystone of 
Christianity. I also draw attention to the fact that 
the Blasphemy Laws should be enforced impartially. 
If this could be achieved, Freethinkers would have 
no cause for fear. As James Thomson has pointed 
out, you cannot aocuse an unbeliever of blasphemy 
no more than you oan charge an unmarried man with
infidelity. W ill ia m  Repton .

A SUNDAY-SCH O O L STORY.
Over on Capitol Hill there’s a Sunday-Bchool where a 

young man is superintendent. He is an earnest, conscien
tious young fellow, and, disagreeable as it may sound to say 
it, he means well. Sunday before last he rose to give a 
little talk.

“ Dear children,” said he, “ I  am very glad to be with you 
this morning, and when I  look into your happy faces I  am 
sure that all of you rejoice with me in the privilege of 
gathering together this morning to sing our songs of praise, 
and to listen to the lessons your dear teacher ”— but then 
you know what he said ; you know what they always say. 
This particular superintendent said that this beautiful 
Sabbath was “ only a promise of the blissful hereafter, of 
the happy land to which we all want to go.”

“ And what is that happy land ? ” he asked.
The small boys on the front seat kicked each other 

surreptitiously and viciously, but nobody spoke till little 
Georgie said, with a tone midway between a sniff and a 
gurgle: “ Heaven.”

“ Ah, that’s i t ! that’s i t ! ” said the superintendent. 
“ Little Georgie knew it. It is heaven. And we all want to 
go there. And now, children, can you tell me what kind of 
little boys go there ? ”

George was emboldened by praise. His head was dizzy 
with success. He rose in his place.

“ Dead ones,” he bawled.

SCEPTICISM  A N D  PROGRESS.
Every advance in science, every improvement in the 

command of the mechanical forces of nature, every step in 
political or social freedom, has risen in the first instance 
from an act of scepticism, from an uncertainty whether the 
formulas, or the opinions, or the government, or the received 
practical theories were absolutely perfect; or whether 
beyond the circle of received truths there might not lie 
something broader, deeper, truer, and thus better deserving 
the acceptance of mankind.— J, A . Froude.

AN IM PU LSE .

Free as the wind that stirs the crested larch ;
Mad as a hatter, or a hare in March ;

Nor prude, nor pietist;
Nor yet a moralist;
A  simple humanist 

Am I.
I ’ve bid to all life’s artificial starch

Good-bye ! — Avon Dale.

Acid Drops,

Here is a gem of a letter from a Christian judge which 
think it b9st to print without mutilation. It was receiv 
by the secretary of the American Secular Federation 
reply to a protest against the Bible being read in the »  a
schools:—  _

“ Probate Court, Franklin County-
“ Samuel L. Black, Judge, Columbus, Ohio, Jan. 13, 19H-
“ Mr. E. C. Reichwald; Corresponding Secretary,

“ 70 W . So. Water-street, Chicago, Illinois.
“ D ear Sir ,—I am in receipt of your letter of the 1 ^  

and in reply beg leave to say that it is only necessary 
glance at your letter and circular to learn that you are a 
of damn fools. .

“ Personally I have no objection to reading the BiM t0
public schools or in any other place, if anybody wan ̂
read the Bible. I  have no choice or any power to prevent i’ j
otherwise. The only excuse I have for answering suen 
as you and your co-adjutors are circulating is the last P® 
graphs of your circular letter. Did it not contain 
paragraph, I should have consigned it to the waste-bas 
without further consideration, but I  am writing y°a 
your co-adjutors to begin your propaganda as threatened a 
then go plum to Hell and take your propaganda with y011̂  

“ (Signed) Samuel L. Black-
We do not know whether Judge Black desires publicity’ 
but he deserves it. ____

Mr. Arnold Bennett says his experience has caused hi® 
to lose all faith in the legend of literary talent 80IDS 
begging because of the indifference of publishers. 1 
lishers are, in fact, looking for ability, and only too ea?er.i(, 
utilise it. W e have no doubt that this is, within 
true. Publishers are quite glad to get a work of abjW  
provided it is not likely to seriously offend public Pr.eJacll0Ij’ 
But let a man produce a work of unquestionable ability 0 ' 
say, Atheism; let him state his case fairly, uncompromising 
telling the truth so that any man of average education 
be able to understand i t ; and then see what c h a n c e a t e  
is of any of the well-known publishers issuing it. We j, 
not going upon mere surmise when we say that such a 
would stand little or no chance of seeing daylight. 
'know it would not. The same influence that causes ne ^  
paper proprietors and editors to exclude Freethougbt n 
from the columns of their papers causes publishers 
decline such works. They may admit the ability disp*** j 
but they dare not publish. Sometimes they are boo 
enough to say so.

It is reported that six native mission teachers have o 
killed and eaten by the natives of Malekula Island,-f*  ̂
Hebrides. One thing is fairly certain their place wi«^ 
be taken by the white missionaries from home, 
however, serve as a useful call for more subscriptions.

It m »!’

fclY
About three hundred English bluejackets were *ece^e£l. 

received in audience by the Pope, who expressed his P a 
sure at seeing the English seamen, who, he said, ®P% j  
civilisation all over the world. That settles it. Hot-bos . 
priests will note that the Head of the Church did 
ascribe civilisation to the circulation of the Bible.

Nothing seems too silly for a newspaper correspondency 
The Times has for some days been inserting letters on 
subject of an additional human sense. Certain men 
afraid of spiders, and some correspondents have been_a°‘ 
eating the existence of a “ spider sense.” Others “is * 
cats, and another correspondent puts in a claim for a t0 
sense.” We do not see why there should be any li®1̂  n 
the number of senses we possess on these lines. Why 0 fl0 
whisky sense, a cold bath sense, a debt-paying sense, alK. 0 
on? These things help one to realise how little gen°  
education exists among the “ educated classes.”

Rev. E. Griffith Jones complained at the recent ? 
Church Congress of the scarcity of children in the churc1 
He said “ the truth was that children were not now b13̂ ” 
born ”— quite a startling piece of news in its way- 3 
have heard of a declining birth-rate, but that all births ^  
oeased is indeed news. Still, we suppose the Charc^g 
must account for their losses somehow. “ The serf Dt 
point,” says Mr. Jones, “ is that it is affecting the Protea 
Churches equally with non-churchgoing portions of 
community.” That is the parson all over. It is a s0 
question of trade interest. He wants a large birtb-rat 
that there may be a chance of good pickings for ^  
Churches. For ourselves, we are far more concerned ^  
quality than quantity. We agree with Ruskin, it is B0
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it is o r , ? “ w.^etlier a man has two children or four, but 
iiavo rlp0„_r,v concern whether the children he does 

oeserve hanging or not.

rnn ‘ncipal Garvie complains that the Churches are
conoerned about “ the lapsed masses.” He says they 

aie too little concerned “ about the lapsed class of the
numbers, are becomingCQ]tured wVi

Hiore indiff ?’ ?  larg9 Rnd growing 
u°og i. “ erent, and sometimes even hostile or contempt- 
the L 0 “e C1\ri8tian faith. The dominating tendencies of 
these m i 8c'ence, philosophy, and criticism, and each of 
“Ban io t> • ma^e Christian faith more difficult.” A  shrewd 

18 Principal Garvie. ____

the Mojo'1-® *° ^ la“ intellectual periodical, T . P .’s W eekly, 
su°ij ajj.-^13,118 despatch wives to their missionaries where 
^sthefe are ^ in ired. but not “ on approval,” for they 
two w l f ^ ’ 1̂0wever unsuitable. One missionary had lost 
ord6l, j 68 lu malarial district, and he sent home an 
gasped u !r,6 ^*ird. On his first glimpse of his latest he 

r u’ Oh Lord 1 Carrots again.”

tl *
thea(,(i 8 S6ason of the year the proprietors of the picture 
¡Ugly ,,3 are iiard driven to cater for religious folk. Accord- 
ha,^  ey i lave been presenting films of The Messiah and 
trouhl«' fancy that the Annunciation would be more 

s°tne to screen than even Daniel in the lion’s den.

seai^y^m ted coins and a copy of the D a ily  M a il in a 
of a ',at wore placed under the foundation-stone of part 

. ew church at Spondon, Derbyshire. The chureh- 
1 ^ight have used a copy of Tru th .

Play Waldron has written what he calls a “ Morality
tion to 01 a P iston  music-hall. He says it is “ a contribu- 
Its (.sl Pres6rit'day social reform,” and calls it The Carpenter.

is the old and stupid notion of a man 
°XertjonltiS a beneficial influence on bis fellows by the 
Write a i some supernatural influence. Any fool can 
S  P'aL  or anything else, on these lines. Nothing is 
aec°ranr v, ^  suPerll®l'ural> and so anything may be 
8aPerstit' 6<̂ ’ unfortunately, there is enough latent
f°r th; and general silliness abroad to make the running 
*8flupv,f- „ d °1! thing easy. But it is the supernaturalu. u iv in uuu i3uj>ci.uavui.aii
to See 6 tor good off the stage that most people would like

Producing it before the footlights is quite easy.

Pr •
still continues its unwelcome attentions. In 

Az0{j ’ aa the consequence of a terrible storm off the Sea of 
beli®v‘ed t W Ship of- ll00°  persons was overwhelmed. It is 

that only eight of that number were saved.

greater failure. True, the State establishment of religion 
has broken down sooner or later, but this was not really 
because of the action of the State in patronising religion, 
but because no State has ever been able to secure uniformity 
of belief. And this is equally true of religious establish
ments apart from the State. The same process of disinte
gration affects both equally. None of the sects that have 
been outside the State establishment show themselves 
better able to hold their own against the forces that make 
for the destruction of religion than does the Established 
Church. The State Church does exactly what all the other 
Churches do, it holds all it can and finds the number it can 
hold steadily diminishing. From a religious point of view 
it is as effective as any other Church. From the view point 
of human evolution they are all fighting an equally hopeless 
battle.

But it must not be forgotten that the Nonconformist 
Churches do actually benefit from the State patronage of 
religion. To begin with, the State patronage of religion kept 
religion alive as nothing else could have done. It saturated 
our public institutions with religion, and so encouraged the 
conviction that in some way or other religions belief was 
essential to the well-being of the State. Just imagine what 
a different state of affairs would exist to-day if religion had 
been kept as a purely voluntary affair. It would not be in 
schools, or in the courts, or in Parliament, or in any public 
function or ceremony. Religion would have been a purely 
personal, voluntary affair, and there would have been none 
of the social taboos against the non-religious man that at 
present exist. It is the State patronage of religion that 
establishes the social power of religion, and it is on that 
that all religions live nowadays in civilised countries. The 
sectarian outcry against the evils of the State patronage of 
religion is as shallow as are most other sectarian cries.

A  sum of £2,046.126 was raised in the United Kingdom 
last year for Foreign Missions. This year it is proposed to 
expend an additional £50,000. With a tenth of this sum to 
be spent on a counter propaganda, we would undertake 
to diminish the contributions to the Foreign Missions Funds 
by one-half.

“ The musical composer must be attended to,” says Mr. 
Hubert Bath, musical director to the London County 
Council. We should like ourselves to attend to the genius 
who composed “ Tell Mother I ’ll be There.”

A simple life exhibition at the Royal Horticultural Hall, 
Westminster, has some novel exponents on view, including a 
married couple who have lived in a cart for years, and a 
man who carries a tent on his person. What a pity the 
Biblical king who ate grass is not alive.

Air. p t? A frican  Times and Orient Review, for March 23> 
lying ¿u Ugk O’Donnell points out that the motive under
lie (W  6 ^otestant side of the Kikuyu controversy is not 
‘levies flU/.or nuity or a feeling of brotherhood, but a simple 
CQbipetif tude Christian divisions from their Mohammedan 

‘ors. He says:—

latgQ11 order to hide this disgraceful state of misbelief, a 
Angli nurtlber of English missionaries, including some 
WeguCa,n bishops, met at Kikuyu, in East Africa, some 
any 9 ag0’ They said to one another: ‘ We cannot make 
UQj inversions, we cannot oppose the success of Islam, 
dig 88 We agree to hide the points of belief on which we 
app ’ Unless we only mention those beliefs on which we 
dig ar to agree, and unless we lend to one another our 
thatr®nt congregations so as to pretend to the Moslems 
con,,»! “ave °ne Faith, like Islam, and that we have many 

k wbo believe it.’
agreed ^Lese contradictory and English Protestant sects 
differ ^re*end have only one religion and to lend their 
Were ^  co.n9regations and followers to one another. There 
¿apij^n8l'°ans, and Presbyterians, and Independents, and 
Quake ’ and A'nti ‘ B aPtiBta" and Congregationalists, and 
ail n ,tS’ !ln(l a lot of separate and contradictory sects, who 
relig/‘reeH. to pretend to believe in one another’s strange 
Secta°^3 *n. order to deceive the Mohammedans! I t  was 
tfothilan~ ^ ns> made a religious virtue! Lying and deceit.

-, Qj’q
»bedan „0mi6ll'it  should be pointed out, is neither a Moham- 

“  a Freethinker.

ng more.

^ u b lis h * ^ ” - ^ 0^  w Uter says that the many attempts to 
askg „ ^religion by State action are not encouraging, and 
n e e d e d  e6»6 iL there a case when such attempts have 
different  ̂ aoree with the first statement— for
*®ply tQ Reasons than the writer would advance, and in 
Vq'uU W v °  conclQfling question, would point out that the 

J establishment of religion has met with even

“ Empire Theatre : The Messiah ” runs a startling 
announcement on the street hoardings in a well-known 
town. We are glad to hear it. Better late than never.

“ Happily the God whom women worship is as unlike man 
as possible,” writes a lady contributor in the Referee. Pre
sumably a magnified and non-natural replica of Mrs. Pank- 
hurst would be preferable. _____

Dr. J. S. Haldane has just published a book, entitled 
Mechanism, L ife , and Personality, in which he dogmatically 
asserts that “ we have parted company, once and for all, 
with the mechanistic philosophy— the notion of a real and 
self-existent material universe,” but it is a notorious fact 
that at the Dundee meeting of the British Association, held 
a year and a half ago, this gentleman’s “ we ” represented a 
miserable minority. At that time an overwhelming majority 
emphatically preferred the mechanistic philosophy, and 
certainly no radical change of opinion has taken place 
during the interval. Like Sir Oliver Lodge, Dr. Haldane 
woefully misrepresents the attitude of present-day biologists. 
Professor Loeb, a much more competent judge than either, 
agrees with Sir Ray Lankester in his oft-repeated declara
tion that the science of biology was never more materialistic 
than it is just now.

Calvary Reformed Church, Philadelphia, has just started 
a choir of boy whistlers to lead the singing, and Lincoln 
Baptist Chapel, Cinoinatti, has a choir of canaries, who chirp 
to the accompaniment of the organ. Truly, a farcical ending 
to a tragic superstition. _____

“ The whole world is going to Hell so fast that it is 
breaking all speed limits,” says the Rev. Billy Sunday, one 
of America’s flannel-mouthed preachers. Yet some of
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Sunday's colleagues tell us there is no such station in the 
Church’s time-table.

T h irs tin g  A fte r  God is the title of a new book by Dan 
Crawford, the missionary. Most people prefer something 
more spirituous.

Mons. Scriabine considers there is a connection between 
color and speech. This may account for the fact that when 
Christian ministers discuss Freethought they always “ see 
red.”

The La n d  o f  Open Doors  is a title which occurs in the 
booksellers’ latest catalogues. It does not refer to Christian 
England, where there are so many thieves.

“ Are Modern Preachers Inaudible ?” is a subject discussed 
in a religious contemporary. We only wish it were true.

The Punjab Government has demanded a sum of money, 
equal to ¿6133, from a Christian newspaper, the Ludhiana  
Missionary, as security for its future good behavior. The 
offence committed was the publication of an article which 
was considered likely to bring the Mohammedan religion 
into contempt. A  case of Christians being hoist with their 
own petard.

How easy it is for a superstition to get established, and 
how difficult to overthrow it, once it is established 1 Mr. 
T. A. Glover, reviewing, in the D a ily  News, a recently 
issued life of Calvin, says:—

“ It is curious that a generation which is terrorised in its 
thinking by semi-scientists, speaking in a vague and large 
way about Heredity and Environment, till we have almost 
lost the sense of individual responsibility and thrown over 
everything for an indefinite Social Righteousness, should 
have forgotten that the first European city in which Social 
Righteousness became a deliberate civic aim was Geneva, 
and that Geneva was inspired and nerved to carry this aim 
into actuality by the rejected Calvin himself.”

It is easy for the ordinary newspaper man to write columns 
in this strain. He is fairly safe. The bulk of his readers 
are already believers in the story he is repeating. But it is 
almost pare superstition.

In the first place, the evil state of Geneva before Calvin 
has naturally been exaggerated by his biographers, as well 
as the purity that followed his government. Many of their 
“ sins” consisted in dancing, and women were punished for 
this serious offence. In the next place, the opposition to 
his rule came from the better classes, including his fellow 
ministers, and not from the lower orders. Finally, the very 
records of the city during Calvin’s rule decisively dispose of 
the notion of Geneva as a City of Righteousness under 
Calvinism. A  Genoese authority sums up his examination 
of Genevan records of Calvin’s time as follows :—

“ To those who imagine that Calvin did nothing but good, 
I  could produce our registers, covered with records of illegit
imate children, which were exposed in all parts of the town 
and country; hideous trials for obscenity; wills in which 
fathers and mothers accused their children not only of errors
but of crimes......I  could instance multitudes of forced
marriages, in which the delinquents were conducted from 
the prison to the church ; mothers who abandoned their 
children to the hospital, whilst they themselves lived in 
abundance with a second husband; bundles of law suits 
between brothers; heaps of secret negotiations ; men and 
women burnt for witchcraft; sentences of death in frightful 
numbers ; and all these things among the generations 
nourished by the mystic name of Galvin.”

Still, we suppose these traditions of the immense good 
worked by Christian agencies are too valuable as assets to 
be given up on the testimony of mere official records.

There are numerous suggestions as to the best way of 
dealing with the Irish question, and of course the religious 
crank was bound to appear with his suggestion. In a letter 
to the Times, Mr. J. Currie Macbeth asks “ Why have none 
of our great church dignitaries called for a day of national 
humiliation and prayer ? ” Perhaps the reason is that there 
is a limit to even the foolishness of 11 church dignitaries.” 
As a matter of fact both sides have prayed, and how on 
earth can God Almighty answer so as to satisfy both ? Very 
wisely, he does nothing. Mr. Macbeth concludes his letter 
by repeating the legend that when the T ita n ic  was sinking 
the band played “ Nearer, my God to thee.” Nothing of the 
kind happened ; but this story appears to have established 
itself in religions circles, and one can hardly expect that 
the fact of its not being true will be considered sufficient 
reason for not repeating it,

The absolute “ bunkum ” of these largo revival me® . JL  
that one reads about was unconsciously illustrated by V 
Smith in the course of a Methodist Times interview, 
confessed that all but few of the people at the large ga 
ings addressed by himself and the President of the Co*1 ^  
ence were already members of the Methodist Chore • 
an audience of 1,500, not more than fifty v?er® -¡s. 
Methodists. That being the ease, one would like to *■ 
cover the value of the meetings. True, they P’eas° ,ve8 
attendants. They are able to once more “ give them ^  
to Christ,” as they have been continually doing, an  ̂
ready to do again when a new revivalist comes along, 
meanwhile the Methodist Church is losing ground. P 
Smith says he is not “ looking forward to any big m®*eLqq 
of membership.” That, too, after addressing over lo ■ 
people 1

Professor David Smith tells an inquirer who complam. 
that whenever he is ill he gets no help whatever from 
gion, that Jesus had a similar experience on the cross w 1 M 
he cried, “ My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken u*e 
If God deserted his only begotten Son, in his most try* 
hour, is it any wonder that he abandons an ordinary Pcrs. 
when in trouble ? Think of that, says Dr. Smith, and ^  
comforted. Surely this is to trifle wickedly with 8 r  ̂
problem. The inquirer’s difficulty is not dealt w 
all. There are multitudes of religious people to w 
the belief in Christ and his salvation never ministers 
slightest comfort or joy. If Christ exists, why is this

Now  that Christians are compelled to admit Georg® 
Meredith’s Freethought they give some very grotesqoe . 
planations. The D aily  Chronicle recently stated 
Meredith had Secularist friends and he was curiously °b .' 
of offending their peculiar sensibilities.” W e hopo 
sentence was paid for at the usual rate.

Archdeacon Sinclair has been complaining in the D ^ V  
M ir ro r  of the “ disproportionato rating of the incomes ot 
the clergy.” The founder of the Christian superstition bad 
no income to speak of, and was sold up for thirty shilling8'

Still further proofs of the benefits of Christianity 88 
civilising force. The Archdeacon of Richmond said 
other day that he had been told by one who had lived 
San Francisco, Sydney, and Leeds, that the latter plaoe w 
the moat impudently vicious in the world. A Leeds clergy 
man added that the comment was fully justified. As 
redeeming feature we have no doubt that Leeds contribu 
its share towards the two millions sterling raisod for foro o 
missionary work.

Nothing is real, say the Christian Scientists, but 
There is a division of mind generally into mortal mind 8 . 
spiritual mind. The late Mrs. Baker Eddy, foundress 
head of the Beet, left a fortune of ¡6518,126. This, 
presume, goes to the “ mortal mind ” portion of tho conce

Russia, which already possesses a number of serni-oto 
religious sects, has just added another one to their numb • 
A woman, with her son and another man, have just be 
charged with blasphemy and swindling. The won®80 j 
offence consists in representing herself as the Mother 
God, who had descended from heaven for the special purpoî  
of revealing new truth to the people. Part of this n 
truth consists in the inculcation of very common every® I 
morality, along with the practice of certain rites that 8 , 
reminiscent of some of the erotic sects of antiquity an® 
the primitive Christian ages. She is also accused of e 
tracting money from her dupes, but in these cases tba 
almost always a feature. Her male companion was sal' . B 
be an incarnation of St. Peter, and her son an incaruati 
of King Solomon.

The new Woman’s Church at Wallasey Cheshire, arrarf“ 
that at the afternoon service only women are to be admit* 
In the evening men and women may attend. This is rat 
a queer way of exhibiting the equality of the sexe8, . 
looks more like a reversal of the practice in the early Chur 
that prohibited women approaching the altar under cert» 
conditions. Sermons to women only seem almost as obJ° 
tionable as sermons to men only.

After our last week's batch of clerical wills, it 8®c 0 
hardly worth while to notice that of the Rev. William P0̂  
with ¡67,287, Rev. G. Stanley with ¡67,108, and R®v' .¡¡j 
Shepherd with £76,638. Still, they may as well g° w 
the rest, and may the Lord have mercy on their souls.
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To Correspondents. Sugar Plums.

f  s. ® ONoraridm F und, 1914.—Previously acknowledged, 
E B 9 ^ ece*ve<̂  8' nc0 '•— A. E. Maddock, £5.

apnrfi?*1? 11'18 *ot outfci“g3. which we have found useful. We 
“ spots” w°Dr P0334 concerning the leopard changing its 
lor ehn • Many ° 4 us would like to possess the same facility 

C H n®ln8 our “ spot ” for others more desirable.
us'tnT0,i’ Lanoefield-street, Queen’s Park, W., requests
suppiv8?;̂  tha? 'I C. Attwood will write him, he will gladly 
snotho " Im a 4ew copies of Facts Worth Knowing. From 
has e[:r ?°^resPonRent we learn that application to America 
°f print'te<̂  *^6 inf°rmati°n that this pamphlet is quite out

HahfaST ■—There is no Branch of the N. S. S. in
Bbould a*' Present, but there is no good reason why there 
missionDOt 0ne' ®even members are required before per- 
t0 Vn, ?nay 4)6 given to open a new Branch. The nearest one 

A. j  jV at Present is Huddersfield.
^entARRI0T— We believe the usual effect of Christian settle- 
P°Pulatio°n® a b âcb Pe°ple ia that of “ lightening” the 

A., jj *
tioried ADEOOK-— Thanks for cheque, which has been appor- 
and ¡o af8 you desire. Your MSS. came quite safely to hand, 
a Week 4>resen4 *n type. We hope to publish in the course of

' — Very pleased to hear that Mr. Lloyd’s recent lectures 
facfWchestergave ‘he audiences so much pleasure and satis- 
succ ’ V̂e should have been glad to have recorded the 
i'as f88 tbe m0etings earlier, but yours iB the first letter that 
jc„ aache|I us on the subject. Obviously, no one could have 
ntnro b’a inability to lecture at Manchester on March 22 

Cobs,  Mr‘ Foote himself.
C t T * * * *  wd* greatly oblige, and will also facilitate the 
that . -°4 business, if they will mark all letters “ Private”
Th0J V nt.ended f°r Mr. Foote and are of a personal nature.
tiBimi con4aining editorial matter may be addressed in the 

j  j  banner.
have w —thanks for pamphlet. Several correspondents
genet ,ri^en offering copies. Will they please take this as a 

T k a achn°wledgment of their kindness.
is quite safe to assume that if Colonel 

Were f ^e°hned to reply to Father Lambert his reasons 
Ingera li>a Per4eo4Iy satisfactory nature. A man in Colonel 
With a01' 8 P°3rti°n could hardly be expected to publicly discuss 
matter0^006 wh° felt disposed to throw out a challenge. As a 
atnon 08 fa°t Colonel Ingersoll did reply to Father Lambert, 
disc,, 8.others, but refused to be drawn into a lengthenedTt,- ~ Sl°n.
Eartw!!!iAa Society, L imited, office is at 2 Newcastle-street, 

Tag j^on -street, E.C.
Farrini,jNAL Secular Society's office is at 2 Newcastle-street, 

WagN ;“ f ° “ 'B‘ reet, E.C.
With ge s®rv>ce8 of the National Secular Society in connection 
should v? Rorial Services are required, all communications 

^ETT*Ba f 6 addreaseci to the secretary, Miss E. M. Vance.
2 NeL ° r ‘ha Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to 

V TObb a“®-street, Farringdon-street, E.C. 
street p °p 0ES mo84 reach 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon- 
insettgj by hrst post Tuesday, or they will not be 

 ̂al®Nns wh
tl'arkin£, tw Send ua newspapers would enhance the favor by 

f °  . 6 Pa88ages to which they wish us to call attention. 
Fioneeftp t'eratt|re should be sent to the Shop Manager of the 
and »int * :ross, 2 Newcastle-street Farringdon-street, E.C., 

Tug pre 0 the Editor.
c®ce Z  l' rikcr will he forwarded direct from the publishing 
rates n. an7 Part of the world, post free, at the following 
h'Wha 9 '—®ne y®ar, 10s. 6d. ; half year, 5s. 3d. ; three

¿a. 8d.

Special.

happy to say-and a good many “ saints’' will 
;  haPPy to learn-that the worst of my recent 
'ne88 is over. Shorter and sharper was the motto 
*  th*8 occasion. I  am now clothed and in my right 

nind’ as the prophet says; and am even eating 
¡binary f00d with reasonable appetite. The qnes- 
hn for roe now is the weather. If I  can ou _° 
018 freely I  think I shall soon be myself again. 

8hnnhine and balmier air are what I want now. 
hal1 be lucky, of course, if I  get them. For theL_ •only

Rhd atTh^11 ^ ing  about the weather in England, 
bave la of the year, is that you have got to 

*c> anyhow
G. W . F o o t e .

Under the present conditions of parliamentary business 
the Prime Minister’s reception of the deputation on behalf 
of the Repeal of the Blasphemy Laws was all that could 
reasonably be expected. The case against these laws was 
put forward by Mrs. Bradlaugh Bonner and Professor L. 
Dickinson, who were accompanied by Sir W . Byles, M.P., 
Mr. H. G. Chancellor, M.P., Mr. R. D. Holt, M.P. (who has 
charge of the Bill for repeal), Mr. Silas K. Hocking, and 
others. With Mr. Asquith were the Home Secretary and 
the Attorney-General. Replying to the deputation, Mr. 
Asquith said— we quote from the D a ily  Chronicle of 
March 27—

“ he was glad they realised that prosecutions in recent years 
were due not to any act of the Executive Government, but 
to the zeal of local authorities (the Boulter case excepted). 
A good deal of what had been urged was absolutely common 
ground among them. No one could defend the existing state 
of the law.

Our statutes were absolutely obsolete, and he did not 
believe any recent prosecution ever took place under them. 
He agreed in thinking that the statutes might also be swept 
out of the book with very great advantage. The interpreta
tion of the judges had varied from time to time, and of late 
years a more restricted view had been taken by them.

‘ I  understand your desire to be that we should go a step 
further, so that even this attenuated fragment or relic of the 
old blasphemy laws should altogether disappear. X confess, 
speaking only for myself, that I  am in sympathy with you. 
I  see no good object, certainly no object which is hound up 
in any way with the cause of religion, which the maintenance 
and the enforcement of these laws provokes.

* They are partial. They are uncertain. They have been 
differently interpreted from generation to generation ; and I 
am afraid that there is a certain amount of truth in what 
has been said to-day, that they are rarely enforced, except 
against ill-educated and humble persons. That adds a sense 
of special injustice to a grievance which is already a con
siderable one. I  do not know of any object which they 
serve.

‘ I  think that if the law is adequately defined and main
tained against the use of any form of language which would 
be reasonably capable of creating a breach of the peace, the 
context or the purpose for which it is used is wholly irre
levant. I  think this rather outworn and obsolete chapter in 
our law might very well disappear, not only from the statute, 
hut from the common law. I  see no reason to repent of the 
vote I gave in favor of Mr. Br&dlaugh’s Bill, and if the 
opportunity offered I should give a similar vote again. I  do 
not know what more you want.’ (Laughter.)

A  Voice : ‘ Government assistance.’
Mr. Asquith said that was a very different thing. ‘ We 

have a pretty heavy cargo to carry at present.’
Sir William Byles : * This is a very little thing.’
Mr. Asquith : ‘ But every little counts, and I am not sure 

there is any room in the hold of our ship for an additional 
legislative parcel, however small. I cannot honestly promise 
you anything in the nature of Government time. Sympathy 
and good will I  do promise you in full measure, so far as I 
am personally concerned. You have many opportunities 
open to private Members to prosecute legislation which is 
beneficent in itself, and generally desired. If you can 
manage to find a nook or cranny for this little Bill of yours, 
we shall be very happy to support you -to the utmost of our 
power.' ”

Mr. Asquith deserves the highest praise for his uncom
promising condemnation of these iniquitous laws, and for 
the straightforward declaration that he would repeat the 
vote he once before gave for their abolition should the occa
sion for so doing present itself. It now rests with those 
members of the House who are in favor of their abolition to 
see that the opportunity comes as speedily as possible. 
Unfortunately, there is small chance, in the present state of 
Parliamentary business, for any measure that is not a 
Government measure. The time of private members in the 
House is at best a precarious quantity, and at present is 
more than usually doubtful. Still, the Prime Minister’s 
promise of “ sympathy and goodwill,” “ in full measure,” 
should inspire members to preBs the matter forward. We 
should imagine that there would be a clear majority in the 
Cabinet in its favor. For the rest, the description of the 
Blasphemy Laws as “ absolutely obsolete,” as “ partial ” 
and “ uncertain,” and adding “ a special injustice” to an 
already considerable grievance, ought to give pause to possible 
opposition to the abolition of these laws.

Mr. Asquith stated that blasphemy prosecutions in 
recent years were not due to any act of the Executive 
Government— “ the Boulter case excepted.” The exception 
is of some little importance. It will be remembered that 
this case was taken up by the National Secular Society, and 
a considerable sum of money expended in its defence. And 
this was done on the broad principle that, whatever the kind
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of language used by the defendants in these cases, the real 
object in invoking the Blasphemy Laws was to suppress an 
objectionable opinion. The Executive of the N, S. 8 . declined 
to consider whether the language used was coarse or refined, 
so long aB the attack was made in the shape of an indict
ment for blasphemy. In doing this the N. S. S. stood 
practically alone, and it is pleasing to record that its straight
forward attitude commanded greater respect- and support 
than one might have, at first, thought probable. The Boulter 
case has, therefore, some little historic value. It obviously 
taught the Government that even uneducated men could not 
be attacked with impunity under cover of the Blasphemy 
Laws. It drew from a judge of eminence the first ruling in 
confirmation of Lord Coleridge’s interpretation of the law on 
the occasion of Mr. Foote’s trial. Finally, it brought the 
whole Freethought world into line in protesting against pro
secutions under the Blasphemy Laws what - the character 
of the speaker or speeches.

The friends of Miss Yance— and that means almost 
everyone in the Freethought party— will be glad to learn 
that she has decided to undergo a course of treatment for 
rheumatism in one of the London hospitals, and we hope 
that systematic care will have a beneficial effect. Her 
complaint has been more than usually troublesome of 
late. During her enforced absence from the office, her 
correspondence, and all matters connected with the Society’s 
business, will be dealt with by Miss Cough, who is perfectly 
familiar with the routine work, as .ho has been assisting the 
General Secretary for some time.

Owing to the date (March 24) on which the annual 
meeting of the Secular Education League was held being 
that on which our last week’s issue went to press, we have 
had no opportunity of referring to it before now. The 
necessity for doing so now chiefly arises from the careful 
manner in which the London papers avoid reporting any
thing that might offend the more bigoted of their readers. 
Fortunately, this boycott did not prevent the Oaxton Hall 
meeting being one of the best hitherto held. The hall was 
full and the speakers all in excellent form. In the absence 
of the League’s President, Mr. G. Greenwood, M.P., the 
chair was taken by Sir Henry Cotton. Sympathetic refer
ence to both the absence of the President of the League 
— due to disablement from a broken knee-cap— and of 
Mr. Foote from illness, was made by the Chairman and Mr. 
Halley Stewart, both of whom paid high tribute to the work 
of Mr. Greenwood and Mr. Foote on the Executive Com
mittee. The leaders of the League were all in fighting 
form, and the annual report and balance-sheet were both 
satisfactory documents.

The principal resolution of the evening was moved by Mr. 
Halley Stewart, and seconded by Lady Byles in a speech 
that bristled with epigrammatic utterances. This is the 
first time that Lady Byles has spoken at these meetings, 
but we hope it will not be the last. Not the least interesting 
part of her speech was the reading of a hitherto unpub
lished letter from Thomas Carlyle. A  second resolution 
was moved by the Bev. Dr. Walsh, who, in the course of 
some forceful remarks, bore testimony to the influence of 
the League in most out-of-the-way districts. Mr. Swinny 
seconded the resolution, and Mr. Cohen brought the speaking 
to a close with a brief speech that was highly appreciated 
by the audience. There is plenty of work ahead of the 
League, and the results of its past work will be best shown 
whenever the promised Education Bill brings the question 
once more prominently before the public. As it is, the 
League has succeeded in bringing together people of all 
classes and parties who are agreed upon the importance of 
confining education in State schools to secular subjects, and 
in providing literature that will serve as ammunition in the 
coming fight. W e cordially commend the League to those 
of our readers who are not yet members. The secretary is 
Mr. H. Snell, 19 Buckingham-street, Strand.

Whether we consider cases where individuals have had to 
suffer out of all proportion to their deserts and without 
ostensible, declared, or conceivable reason ; or whether we 
consider the terrible natural calamities which befall great 
numbers of men and deal suffering and destruction to both 
good and bad together ; in all cases we find that that view 
of life which would maintain that we, either as individuals 
or as a race, are under the protection of some external 
Providence will not fit the facts of our experience.— S ir  F . 
Younghusband, “ W ith in , Thoughts during Convalescence.”

Death is the most important transaction of the religious 
life.— Anatole France, “ The Garden o f  E p icurus .”

A Three-Cornered Contest.

Of t e n  w hen  I  have been argu ing w ith  Christians 
on some doubtfu l points concerning their faith, 1 
have been in a  m inority of one, but I  have never 
fe lt the least doubt that I  should be able to hold my 
own against any num ber of them , if they only 
allow ed  m e fa ir p lay. T hey  have bom barded me 
w ith  questions, and insisted upon me answering  
them  to their satisfaction ; but when  I  have returned 
the com plim ent, and told them  th at their replies 
w ere really  no answ er to m y questions, they_ have 
generally  lost their tem per and becom e distinctly  
uncom plim entary, not to say offensive, in their 
rem arks.

In the Council Chamber of Camberwell I have 
assailed the Christian belief in the efficacy of 
prayer under absolutely fair conditions, with a Mayor 
to keep order and insist upon my right to a fair 
hearing. I have also defended the Freethinker 
against the malicious and unfair charges of Chris
tians, and been listened to calmly, though outvoted 
by an organised majority. Sometimes I have had 
the good fortune to have a friendly discussion with 
some Christians of various seots, a sort of round
table contest, in a room in which there was an 
audience of about twenty persons, mostly nominal 
Christians, or persons who might be more correctly 
described as “ nothingarians.” Of course, the great 
difficulty in such a discussion is to get the disputants 
to keep to the point, as most of them have a dispo
sition to dodge about from one subject to another- 
There is also the further difficulty of keeping the 
spectators out of the discussion— especially when 
there is no chairman and no general rules of disoas- 
sion are observed. In this little disoussion I recently 
had, my opponents were a Eoman Catholic and an 
active member of the Church of England. We dis
cussed various questions relating to the Christian 
belief, but the main theme was “ The Myths and 
Miracles of the Bible.”

In this discussion I took the initiative, and opened 
the debate. The following dialogue will give the 
reader some slight idea of the matter and method of 
disoussion:—

Freethinker : In my opinion the Bible, as a book, 
is full of myth and miracle; in fact, the whole story 
of Creation is one vast miracle.

Eoman Catholic: But you do not deny that an 
Almighty God could create the universe in the 
manner described if hs so desired ?

Freethinker: No. I merely say that the story i® 
so improbable and so contradictory that I cannot 
believe it.

Eoman Catholio: Do you say that because y°° 
cannot believe it that therefore it is not true ?

Freethinker: No, I do not take that ground.  ̂
take the ground that the story of Creation as given 
in the Bible is more likely to have been written by 
men who knew little or nothing of physioal science 
than that it is an inspired production containing the 
utterances of the Jewish God— who, in my opinion, 
is a perfectly mythical personage.

English Churchman: But we are taught to believe 
that the Bible is the inspired Word of God, and for 
my part I see no reason to doubt it.

Freethinker: Which version of the Bible do yo° 
think inspired—the Septuagint, the Douay, or the 
Authorised English version ?

English Churchman: Oh, the Authorised English 
version, of course.

Freethinker: But why of course, when there are 
other versions ? Your Eoman Catholic friend probably 
thinks the Douay version inspired ?

Eoman Catholic: Certainly as much as any other- 
But as Eoman Catholics we do not accept the literal 
interpretation of everything we find in the Bible- 
We have an Infallible Authority at the head of our 
Holy Church in the person of his Holiness the Pope, 
and in all matters of theology we accept his authority"

English Churchman : As Protestants we have no 
such authority. We believe in the Bible generally»
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-we are allowed to exeroise our reason in the
interpretation of it.

Freethinker: Yon are a Freethinker, then, m a 
sense. You are allowed to pick and choose what you 
shall believe, but you must not call in question the 
fundamental doctrines of your faith.

English Churchman: What fundamental doctrines l 
Freethinker: The doctrine of man’s fall in the 

Garden of Eden, the miraoulous birth of Jesus, his 
atonement for the sins of mankind by his death on 
the cross-___

English Churchman: Of course not. W e could 
not call in question these dogmas of the  ̂Church 
without giving up our belief in Christianity
»'together.

Eoman Catholic: We accept these teachings with- 
°nt question. Whatever our priests tell us on the
question we accept, for we recognise the danger oi
allowing the 
herpretation upon
freethinker *

--- o—  ̂w
mind to put his ownuwing the ordinary lay

interpretation upon them. Pakholio is
, Freethinker: Exactly; the bnt
^gioal. He allows the priest to think for h - ^  
the Protestant claims to exeroise the rig pIn .3-

l°gioal. 
he Prc._,.
{ ^ tnent. When, however, he comes up against his 
Bv„, .Yantai teachings, he gives up his reason and 
ex«laims<< I believe.”
thi D̂ \sh Churchman: But there are a good many 
bepgs in the Bible that I am not called upon to 
nmtV8' * ne0ti n°t believe, for instanoe, in all the 

s and miraoles of the Old Testament. 
b8ijreethinker: Not now. But Christians had to

Rooked
a few years ago. Biblical criticism has 

the niT bottom out of the incredible stories of 
the d Testament; but I suppose you still believe 

Emyths and miracles of the New Testament ?
, English Churchman : What myths and miraoles
dopy °^ r e fe r t o ?
tbe ie.e^hinker: In my judgment the whole story of 

<r“k> death, and resurreotion of Jesus is founded 
PJn myth and miracle.

d0Q. ^ an Catholio: Not so. Jesus Christ was un- 
8ay ŝ l y  a historical personage. Does not Josephus

aa^i^binker: The passage in Josephus is an 
g'tted forgery.
p nglish Churchman: Who says so ?

^i.^i'hinker : I can quote you plenty of Christian 
thi8?ri,on that point. But what I say distinctly is 
the a  ̂ bere never was such a person as the Jesus of 
of „ . ®P®l8. There never was a child who was born 
the Vlr^ n > there never was a man who walked upon 
of nSe&’ °Pene^ the eyes of the blind, fed thousands 
the on bve loaves and two small______ ___________ ____ ______ fishes, raised
re “ead to life, and finally, after being crucified, 
him rre°te<t himself from the dead, and after showing 
the 8g a êw friends, ascended bodily into 
Oj heavens, and disappeared from the gaze of 

kind for ever.
yo ^Hsh Churchman: Oh! it’s all very well for 
q. . 0 say there never was buch a being as Jesus 
sa « a 1 but greater men than you, even Freethinkers, 
Joh tbere was suoh a person. For instance, Renan 

Q Stuart Mill, and others.
t h i n k e r :  Renan and John Stuart Mill, it is 
j  e’ °oth believed that there was suoh a man as 
j0 D8> bat they did not believe that he was miraou 

conceived and born of a virgin, and they did 
believe in any of the miraoles attributed to him. 

Hol°man Catholio: All the great teachers of our 
hi ? Catholio Church implicitly believed in the 
Co 0ri°al character of Christ 

pOsenoe to dispute it to-day ? 
on ¿ee*binker : Because we have more information 
cha he subje°t» and science and modern thought have 

nged the whole aspect of the question. 
agli8b Churchman : In what way ? 

oth ree^binker : Beoause we now know by a study of 
teaoK rebgi°as that many of the great religious 
b0r bers of other countries are said to have been 
and*1 ° f a v*r®‘n> delivered Sermons on the Mount, 
8tiPkWere cruoified and rose again from the dead—  
v - , > for 
*l8hnu.

English Churohman: Well, but what are these 
myths and miraoles that you refer to in the New 
Testament other than those you have mentioned ?

Freethinker: Have patience, kind friends. You 
must remember that the sacred books of Buddhists 
and Brahmins have their marvellous tales of the 
dead brought back to life, of incarnations and virgin 
mothers, of angelic appearances, visions, and voices, 
magical fish with money in their mouths, talking 
serpents, and other such extraordinary occurrences 
as those recorded in the Gospels.* People with no 
knowledge of soienoe were always on the look-out 
for the marvellous. As Shakespeare says :—

11 No natural exhalation in the sky,
No scope of nature, no distempered day,
No common wind, no customed event,
But they will pluck away his natural cause,
And call them meteors, prodigies, and signs, 
Abortions, presages, and tongues of heaven.” 

English Churohman : Well, we are not bound, at 
this time of day, to believe in all these things. The 
English Church is very liberal in these matters; we 
are only bound to believe in the fundamentals.

Roman Catholio: And Catholios do not concern 
themselves about such mere details. We have our 
Articles of Faith and our Catechism.

Freethinker: Minor details, you call them. You 
might say they are minor details when speaking to 
me, but you would not tell your local priest or your 
more pious co-religionists so. It is wonderful how 
liberal-minded religionists of all denominations can 
be when they are speaking individually, and not as 
representatives of an organisation.

English Churchman : The clergy of the Church of 
England, especially the most distinguished scholars 
among them, are gradually giving up belief in the 
miraoles of the Old Testament, and many of them 
have given up some of the miracles in the New, 
while few of them believe in a personal Devil or the 
old-fashioned idea of eternal torment in hell for 
the wicked.

Freethinker: Well, but what has caused this 
change to come over them ? In my judgment it is the 
growth of scientific knowledge among the educated 
classes, and more important still, the growth of 
common sense among the masses.

English Churchman : To a certain extent, I  agree; 
but surely you will admit that religious folk are not 
without intelligence, also.

Roman Catholic: There is plenty of intelligence 
among Catholics.

Freethinker: Yes, but they are not allowed to 
exercise it on theology or religion.

English Churohman: As far as I oan see, you 
throw over everything that cannot be proved—can
not be settled at the bar of reason.

Roman Catholic: Reason is but a poor guide. 
Freethinker : It is the best we have got.
English Churohman: And so you make yourself an 

outcast from your fellows upon the mere vanity of 
your superior reason.

Freethinker: I am bound to be true to myself. I 
cannot be a hypocrite. And if I must lose the society 
of some of my friends by being true to my convic
tions, I am willing to go out into a larger world in 
which I can breathe the pure air and exercise intel
lectual liberty in the pursuit of truth. Gentlemen, 
I thank you for your courtesy, and wish you a very 
good evening. a e t h u b  R  Mo8a.

we

instanoe, as
again 

Buddha, Christna, Indra,

Organisms Antagonistic to Health.

The wonders of life become the more wonderful the 
more olosely they are studied. All diseases con
cerning whose genesis and development adequate 
knowledge is possessed are due to living germs, and 
doubtless all other ailments will be sooner or later 
traced to the malign influences of organio matter. 
As is generally known, the dearest water, which 
contains, or has contained, plant or animal organisms,

* The Bible : What I t  Is and Is Not, Joseph Wood.
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soon becomes fcnrbid and coated on the s ¡aoe with 
a film. When the surface scum is scrutinised under 
a microscope, a multitudinous medley of lowly life 
leaps into view. Simple-celled animals, snoh as 
infusoria, will in all likelihood be seer, as well as 
unioellular plants. These organisms are minute 
enough, but they appear as giants ir comparison 
with the dense masses of dwarf bacterial life by 
which they are surrounded. These bacterial creatures 
usually assume the appearance of minute spheres, 
threads, or rods which move amid their liquid home 
with the aid of delicate lashes, or they may lie in a 
condition of comparative repose in a jelly-like mass. 
The bacteria multiply with astonishing rapidity by 
cross division; one soon gives rise to a thousand, 
and the microscopic specks which first appear will, 
in suitable conditions of nutrition quickly form a 
mass which fills the containing vessel. Wherever 
organio matter is undergoing decomposition in infu
sions such as that instanced, in cases of disease or 
death, or within the body of the living organism 
itself, there these bacteria are gathered together.

Throughout its historic peric, and doubtless 
through many of the prehistoric periuds which 
preceded it, the human family was familiar with 
the poisonous and death-dealing nature of many of 
the larger plants. But it was reserved for nine
teenth-century science to discover that various 
simple plants, which lie far beyond the range of 
unaided vision, are the generators of the most 
terrible scourges which afflict mental and bodily 
health. These minute plants belong to the lowly 
group of bacteria, and that department of organised 
knowledge which concerns itself with them is termed 
bacteriology.

Strictly speaking, every bacterium is a one-celled 
plant. But bacteria, germs, micro-organisms, and 
microbes are all popularly regarded as various 
varieties of one fundamental living form. As a 
matter-of-fact, however, germs, micro-organisms, 
and microbes are not necessarily bacteria, which are 
plants, whereas the others may be, and frequently 
are, animals. All these forms are micro-organisms, 
but the bacteria are a speoial kind of such 
organisms. It is, of course, very convenient to 
employ the more general terms, as the following 
instance shows. The germ of typhoid fever is a 
plant (bacterium) while the germ of malaria is 
an animal, although both of them are micro
organisms.

The average rod - shaped bacterium is about 
1-10,000th of an inch in length and about l-50,000bh 
in diameter; others are much smaller and are only 
rendered visible by the highest powers of the 
microscope, while many are probably too minute to 
be seen even with the aid of the most powerful 
instruments so far invented. The germs which 
cause foot-and-mouth disease are so minute “ that 
they will pass through the pores of the earthenware 
tubes in a Pasteur-Berkefeld filter, which removes 
bacteria large enough to be seen with a micrscope.”

As already intimated, in conditions favorable to 
growth, a bacterium soon attains its maximum size, 
and then splits into equal halves. Each of these 
feeds, develops, and soon divides again. Some 
bacteria divide every twenty minutes, and it has 
been computed that if the descendants of a single 
bacterium were to divide once an hour only for two 
days, there would result a population of these plant 
organisms of more than 280 millions. If this rate 
of multiplication were doubled, and the descendants 
of the one original bacterium divided every half 
hour, in 72 hours there would be 4,772 billions, 
and their total weight would probably exceed 
7,000 tons.

Fortunately for higher animal life, such a repro
ductive rate is seldom or never possible for any 
length of time. Nevertheless, the figures just given 
help to convey some idea of the danger from baleful 
bacteria to the human or other body that harbors 
them.

In normal cases the food supply of disease germs 
is soon exhausted, and their own waste products

help to set up poisonous eonditons, which inhibit 
any constant rapid rate of reproduction.

Spore formation is a distinguishing feature of 
some bacteria. Through providential care, perhaps, 
few spore-produoing bacteria are responsible for 
human diseases. This is a gratifying circumstance, 
as spores are extremely difficult to kill; they are 
much more tenacious of life than the more mobile 
bacteria. Their death-resisting powers are _ wel 
illustrated by the faot that spores from the bodies of 
cattle that have succumbed to the dread anthrax 
disease have been known to germinate several years 
after the dead oattle were buried.

The wide range of temperature through which 
bacteria live and reproduce their kind is very 
remarkable. Some are capable of multiplying 
freezing-point; others abound in hot springs so near 
to boiling-point that they obviously flourish in con
ditions that are absolutely fatal to all high forms of 
life. Nor is this all. Intense cold is by no means 
fatal to some bacteria.

Several species of these, notably those of typhoid 
and diphtheria, have successfully resisted the tem
perature of liquid air (about— 190° C.) for several 
days. When thawed out these germs have displayed 
every evidence of their power to multiply gone 
normally. The majority of baoterial forms, how
ever, perish when congealed, and very few, indeed, 
can be restored to activity after water has remained 
in a frozen state for six months. Still, serious 
danger may lurk in ice procured from impure sources. 
At least one epidemic of typhoid fever has been 
definitely traoed to ice kept in stock for fully seven 
months. As Dr. Bigeiow, who records this case, 
very truly says, “ All ice from waters contaminated 
with sewage should be regarded with suspicion- 
While most of the bacteria will probably die, the 
few which remain may multiply rapidly when taken 
into the human body.”

The boiling-point of water is fatal to nearly all 
bacteria. One minute’s exposure to ebullition suf
fices to kill the bacterial germs of both typhoid and 
tuberculosis. The hardier spore-forms of bacteria* 
organisms are able to survive several hours’ constant 
boiling, but when the method of discontinuous 
sterilisation is adopted, in other words, if the 
baoterial spores are boiled for a short time, and 
then allowed to cool, the spores germinate and are 
then easily sterilised by a little extra heating. I t 19 
a reassuring circumstance that contaminated water 
or milk very seldom harbors spore-producing disease 
germs, and a single boiling is thus usually sufficient 
to bring their inglorious career to a speedy ter
mination.

It is also important to know that the direct rays 
of the sun are fatal to all bacteria. Some specie8 
succumb to a few minutes’ direct exposure, and 
scarcely any can withstand an exposure of a fe^ 
hours’ duration. The services rendered by the sun 
in our streets and houses and other structures where 
disease-generating bacteria freely abound pass the 
limits of all ordinary calculation. The solar orb is* 
indeed, the supreme lord of light and life.

In all surface soils bacteria are abundant; p° 
river, pond, lake, or sea is without its bacterial 
population; baoteria dwell in the bodies of plants 
and animals; the air is everywhere peopled with 
them except in the moteless atmosphere of high 
mountains, at the Poles at certain seasons, and 
possibly in some of the greater deserts.

Although it appears as if science long since 
rendered us familiar with the germ - theory of 
disease, this view of the origin of bodily ailments 
is of quite recent growth. Although much was sus
pected, little or nothing was definitely established 
until, in 1876, that great pioneer, Dr. Robert Koch, 
of Berlin, procured pure cultures of rod-shaped 
bacteria from the blood of sheep and oxen affeoted 
with anthrax, or splenio fever, and thus furnished 
the first proof that bacteria are responsible for 
disease.

Six years later, the same bacteriologist demon
strated the connection between human tuberculosis
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* , a baoterinm w h ich  he christened “  B ao illas  

thaef ° Ul08*S'” *n ^ » o w in g  year he announced  
As' t " r^ er discovery that the fearsom e disease of 
jj ? 18 cholera owed its existence to a specific 
8 6f lnm' M any  ° f  the m ore progressive m edical 
res If W0re 1u>okly im pressed by the rem arkable  
thfiU -^och ’s inquiries had opened up, and in
j oomparatively short space o f th irty  years the  
And 'f  ̂ sc*enoe baoterio logy has been evolved, 
ach-’ ** We ^ ase our exPe°fcations on the already vast 
e v e n t s  o f th is n ew  science, we are not only  
the1 6 • anticipation of the near approach of
Wj[]P®n °d  when all portions of the earth ’s surface  
to rendered habitable, but w e  m ay also look  
day b ^ 0 utm ost confidence to the com ing  
bnn -a°en the more m alignant diseases w ill be 

ished from the haunts o f men.
a 8 tiet of diseases demonstrably due to baoterial 
incncy i8 now a formidable one, which steadily 
0u,oea8ea every year. The many forms of tuber- 
g H i^  disease, cholera, pneumonia, tetanus, menin- 
oth ’ b °°d poisoning, leprosy, and a large number of 
banfF .8C0Vr8e8 are all contagions or infectious 

' erial diseases.
s; .ari°ns diseases are now known to be due to the 
ar lst0r influences of animal micro-organisms which 

e embraced in the unicellular group known as 
are f°Zoa’ Sleeping-sickness, dysentery, and malaria 
Q{ 0 be numbered among the ascertained products 
nm 6f6 an*ma,l organisms. Other diseases which are 

8 than suspected of organic genesis, but whose 
pox̂ 8 causes as yet remain undetected, are small- 

’ yellow fever, and similar complaints, 
far d,e most euccessful treatment of these diseases so 
thei lsc?vered has been based on the assumption of 
yellr tticr°bio origin. It is now demonstrable that 
m °w. fever has been transmitted by the bites of 
bi0 ^u't°es which have previously feasted on the 
phw a v*°tini to yellow fever, and this has led 
so f !8!ans into the belief that, by adopting the plan 
cert • *Qliy followed in cases where disease is most 

ainly due to organio infection, they will be 
the 60 Eecure the best results in cases where 
e]0 0̂̂ 8anism responsible for the disease has so far 
eitli °b80rvation. The method in question is 
biti6r destroy the mosquitoes or to prevent their 

,n§ healthy subjects or patients afflioted with 
Sc ijria °r yellow fever. Similarly, in battling with 
Co 8" fever, small-pox, measles, etc., experience has 
ti .t0ly justified the assumption of their respec- 
va . ^cro-organisms as the real generators of the 
A; °Us diseases. Those that are smitten with these 
Pos ?5eeable ailments are therefore isolated as far as 
ute ■ 6’ and ^b0 rooms they have oocupied, and the 
iftfeb81*s they have employed are thoroughly dis-

tji^Pbtberia furnishes an excellent illustration of 
the I?anner in which bacteria generate disease, as 
gjjo^hdlowing instance advanced by Dr. Bigelow

“ A child is ‘ exposed ’ to diphtheria, perhaps in 
school where other pupils have shown signs of the 
disease, and after a number of days the symptoms of 
"be disease may appear. Examination of the throat 
discloses certain peculiar spots, and microscopic exami
nation of material from the surface of these spots shows 
thousands of bacteria of the diphtheritic species. The 
reason why the disease did not appear immediately 
a*ter exposure is that it required time for the one or 
° w bacteria which first lodged in the throat to multiply 

and form a colony.”

tho^6 8ymPt°ms °f this disease are not merely 
86 °f sore throat; many organs are affected. 

ft,0 6xPlanation is that, although the baoteria are 
the 6 ° r êss conbned to a given area of the body, 

¡y ex0rete toxins which enter into the blood circu
i t  0|n’ and P°*son the system of the patient as a 
bhe°<v" ^ b 0n the sufferer has a sound constitution, 
b0. diphtheria toxin shows a lessening hold on the 
is 10 course °f a f0W ¿lay8 > the critical period 
the ^as ’̂.and the patient begins to mend. Where 
the • ease, *8 ° V0r0ome, this is due to the faot that 

victim’s body cells have slowly seoreted a sub

stance vhich fights the toxin; this substance is an 
anti-toxin. But in all oases in which the body fails 
to secreie sufficient anti-toxin, the patient dies.

Science, however, can cope with this difficulty. 
Diphtheria toxins are known to cause the tissues of 
the horse to form anti-toxin, whioh is contained in 
the animal’s blood. Hence, the doctor injects into 
the humaa sufferer’s blood a certain amount of this 
anti-toxin, and this prevents serious illness, and has 
proved a highly successful method in saving life.

(To be concluded.) T. F. Palm eb ,

National Secular Society.

R eport of M okthly E xecutive  M eeting  held  on M arch 26.
Members present:— Messrs. Baker, Barry, Bowman, Cohen, 

Cowell, Cunningham, Davey, Davidson, Heaford, Judge, 
Neate, Nichols, Quinton, Samuels, Silverstein, Wood, Miss 
Rough and Miss Stanley.

A letter was read from the President, Mr. G. W. Foote, 
explaining his inability to attend in consequence of very 
serious illness, and making suggestions concerning the busi
ness to be transacted.

Mr. Cohen was elected to the chair.
The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.
The monthly cash statement was presented and adopted.
New members were admitted for the St. Helens and West 

Ham Branches and the Parent Society.
The General Secretary reported as to- the recent meeting 

of the Camberwell Branch.
The forthcoming Conference was discussed, and the final 

arrangements adjourned until the next meeting.
On the motion of Mr. Cunningham, certain business 

remitted by the Conference to the Executive was dealt 
with, and, in regard to the resolution :—

“ That one Sunday in the year be called the Charles 
Bradlaugh Sunday, and that all Branches be requested to 
arrange for lectures or readings to be given on this day, 
bearing on the life and teachings of Charles Bradlaugh, our 
late great leader.”

— it was resolved to recommend that the day be the nearest 
Sunday to September 26, the anniversary of Charles 
Bradlaugh’s birth, and that this year it be Sunday, Sept. 27.

In regard to a contemplated testimonial to Mr. W. J. 
Ramsey, after a statement by Mr. Davey, delegate from the 
Kingsland Branch, it was unanimously resolved that Miss 
Vance, the General Secretary, and Mr. Davey should, on 
behalf of the Executive, confer with the representatives of 
kindred and political societies, who intended to co-operate, 
and to report at an early date.

A vote of sympathy with the President concluded the
meeting. g  jji V ance, General Secretary.

T H E  SW ORD OF BALAAM .
A Scotsman on a recent visit to Dublin went to see a 

private museum, which was advertised to contain the oldest 
and queerest antiquities in the world.

The Irish showman brought out a large sword and said : 
“ This is the sword that Balaam slew his ass with.”

The Scotsman, being well up in Bible history, here inter
rupted and said : “ Balaam did not slay his ass; he only 
wished for a sword to slay it.”

“ Oh 1” returned Pat, “ then this is the very sword he 
wished for.”

His evening prayer was notorious, and the reverend vicar 
of Postbridge had not seldom exhorted him to abandon such 
a narrow-minded petition. But Dennis would retort that 
he had but little time for devotion, and was not minded to 
spread his prayers thin.

“ God Lord, bless me and my wife, and father and gran’- 
father and my girls— us six an' no more ! Amen.”

“ That’s all I ’ve got to say, and ’tis enough,” declared 
Dennis, “ and as for t’other people in Postbridge, they’ve all 
got tongues in their heads, except old Drake Dicker, and 
they can pray for themselves.”— Eden Ph illpotts , “ The 
Master o f  M e rr ip it ."  __________

A mother noticing that her young son had omitted from 
his prayers a special favor she had impressed upon him to 
submit to divine sanction, said to him, “ Archie, why did 
you not pray for what I  told you ? ”

The little fellow then eagerly explained, “ Because it’s a 
secret; if I  had asked God about it, he would be sure to tell 
Mrs. God, and then it would be all over heaven in no time.”
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larger number is desirable, and it is hoped that some will be 
gained amongst those who read this announcement. All who join 
it participate in the control of its business and the trusteeship of 
its resources. It is expressly provided in the Artioles of Associa
tion that no member, as such, shall derive any sort of profit from 
the Society, either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in 
any way whatever.

The Society's affairs are managed by an elected Board of 
Direotors, consisting of not less than five and not more than 
twelve members, one-third of whom retire by ballot) each year,

An Annual General Meeting ofbut are capable of re-election • xxjul i x u u u a a  v jc c u ic x u ji jx i .o o u i. - c j  

members must be held in London, to receive the Report, al®c 
new Directors, and transact any other business that may arise.

Being a duly registered body, the Secular Society, Limit®“’ 
can receive donations and bequests with absolute security. 
Those who are in a position to do so are invited to is®"® 
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society’s favor in the* 
wills. On this point there need not be the slightest apprehension- 
It is quite impossible to set aside such bequests. The executor® 
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary course p 
administration. No objeotion of any kind has been raised 
connection with any of the wills by whioh the Society h®8 
already been benefited. „

The Society’s solicitors are Messrs. Harper and Battoook, 
Rood-lane, Fenoburoh-street, London, E.O.

A Form of Bequest.—The following is a sufficient form “f 
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators :— “ I give »nd 
“ bequeath to the Secular Society, Limited, the sum of £ — "  
“ free from Legacy Duty, and I direct that a receipt signed by 
“  two members of the Board of the said Sooiety and the Secretary 
“ thereof shall be a good discharge to my Exeoutors for tbs 
“ said Legaoy.”

Friends of the Society who have remembered it in their will®’ 
or who intend to do so, Bhould formally notify the Secretary ® 
the fact, or send a private intimation to the Chairman, who wn 
(if desired) treat it as striotly confidential. This is not necessary, 
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes get lost or mislaid, an 
their contents have to be established by competent testimony.
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n a t io n a l  s e c u l a r  s o c ie t y .
President: G. W . FOOTE.

S e cre ta ry : Miss E  M. Y ang», 2 Newcastle-st. London, E.O.

Principles and Objects.
Secularism teaches that conduct should be based on reason 

knowledge. It knows nothing of divine guidance or 
interference; it excludes supernatural hopes and fears; it
regards happiness as man’s proper aim, and utility as his 
moral guide.

Secularism affirmB that Progress is only possible through 
iberty, which is at once a right and a duty; and therefore 

seeks to remove every barrier to the fullest equal freedom of 
thought, action, and speech.

secularism declares that theology is condemned by reason
as superstitious, and by experience as mischievous, and 
«sails it as the14. 1 , _ m > u ~ i -------  --

Seen! ” • “ 8 historic enemy of Progress 
rP„;i r,18ni accordingly seeks to dispelspread " V ““* “ccoraingiy seexs to dispel superstition ; to 

moral'! education ’ * °  disestablish religion ; to rationalise 
mater' ? ’ *° Prom°te peace ; to dignify labor ; to extend 
the 1 WeU-being ; and to realise the Belf-government of 

people,

Aq Membership.
person is eligible as a member on signing the 

« J 8 *? declaration :—
P'ado dos‘re join the National Seoular Society, and I  
ntn®8, myself, if admitted as a member, to co-operate in 
P '“»'■ting its objects.”

Name.

AdcLre»»...........................................
Occupation .................................................................

■Oaied th it ...............day o f .................................... 190 ........
WitK l8 Df olaration should be transmitted to the Secretary 
P.^J^tmoription.

mèmh °^ d a “ inimnm °f  Two Shillings per year, every 
his r«10* 38 *6^  *° b*s own subscription according to 

means and interest in the cause.

Th Immediate Practical Objects.
«>°uyh! / t ! mati°n of Bequests to Secular or other Free- 
heternd ^°°*e^ eai for the maintenance and propagation of 
c°odit'°X °Pmiou8 on matters of religion, on the same 
0tganisav &S a® ^^  *° Christian or Theistio ohurches or 

Th
Aelij

Th u’3,
. >1;_? Abolition of the Blasphemy Laws, in order that 

out fcLn *?ay 1,6 canvassed as freely as other subjects, with- 
Thn tv ®ne or imprisonment.

Chur^i, ̂ '^ tab lishm ent and Disendowment of the State 
The av. England, Scotland, and Wales, 

in g0, A bolition of all Religious Teaching and Bible Reading 
by the o? 8’ or other educational establishments supported

8h.ldrB0pening ot a^  endowed educational institutions to the 
The au nd y °utb of all classes alike, 

of g f-brogation of all laws interfering with the free use 
Su£,daaay *°r *he purpose of culture and recreation ; and the 
aud a epeniog of State and Municipal Museums, Libraries, 

A ^ , Gal]emes.
equai 1 <?-m °f the Marriage Laws, especially to secure 
and fnv?- . e f ° r husband and wife, and a reasonable liberty 

The F 1 y ° f divoroe-
that aj, Toalisation of the legal status of men and women, so 

The may be independent of sexual distinctions.
frotn ,/  F°toction of ohildren from all forms of violenoe, and 

^omaturjfi6 b* 0i thoB6 wbo wou1^ ma^e a Pr°fit out of their

^sW h ^olition  of all hereditary distinctions and privileges,
biothnvi8 a BP i«t  antagonistic to justice and human 

q,^°"oood.
ditione improvement by all just and wise means of the oon- 
¡0 t0 of daily life for the masses of the people, especially 
dweliinns and el*!68' where insanitary and incommodious 
wcakue°"’ a^d- wan* ° f  °Perl spaces, cause physical

Th 6p8 and disease, and the deterioration of family life, 
'tself ef .motion of the right and duty of Labor to organic 
cla;m i V *18 m°ral and economical advancement, and of its 
The e protection in such combinations, 

meat ' fvf^it^tion of the idea of Reform for that of Punish- 
lougg.1? ‘be treatment of criminals, so that gaols may no 
but pi 1)6 P*aces °f brutalisation, or even of mere detention, 
those °* Physical, intellectual, and moral elevation for 

An F f ar? a®i°ted with anti-social tendencies, 
them h Xten8ion 01 the moral law to animals, so as to seoure 
The pmane treat mint and legal protection against cruelty. 

Motion | “motion of Peace between nations, and the substi- 
Ofttin>.«i Arbitration for W ar in the settlement of inter- n&l disputes,

FRE.ETHOUGHT PUBLICATIONS.

L iberty  and N ecessity . An argument against 
Free W ill and in favor of Moral Causation. By David 
Hume. 32 pages, price 2d., postage Id.

The Mortality of the Soul. By David Hume. 
With an Introduction by G. W. Foote. 16 pages, price Id.,
postage id.

An  E ssay on Suic id e . By David Hume. With 
an Historical and Critical Introduction by G. W. Foote, 
price Id., postage id .

From Christian  P ulpit  to Secular  P latform . 
By J. T. Lloyd. A  History of his Mental Development. 
60 pages, price Id., postage Id.

The Martyrdom of H ypatia . By M. M. Manga- 
sarian (Chicago). 16 pages, price Id., postage id .

The W isdom of the Ancients . By Lord Baoon. 
A beautiful and suggestive composition. 86 pages, reduced 
from Is. to 3d., postage Id.

A Refutation  of Deism . By Percy Bysshe 
Shelley. With an Introduction by G. W. Foote. 32 pages, 
price Id., postage id.

L if e , Death , and  Immortality. By Percy Bysshe 
Shelley. 16 pages, price Id., postage id .

Footsteps of the P ast. Essays on Human 
Evolution. By J. M. Wheeler. A  Very Valuable Work. 
192 pages, price Is., postage 2|d.

B ible  Studies  and  P hallic  W orship. By J. M. 
Wheeler. 136 pages, price Is. 6d., postage 2d.

U tilitarianism . By Jeremy Bentham. An Impor
tant Work. 32 pages, price Id., postage id .

The Church Catechism  E xam ined . By Jeremy 
Bentham. With a Biogrophical Introduction by J. M. 
Wheeler. A  Drastic Work by the great man who, as 
Macaulay said, “ found Jurisprudence a gibberish and loft 
it a Science.” 72 pages, price (reduced from Is.) 3d, 
postage Id.

The E ssence of Relig io n . By Ludwig Feuerbach.
“ All theology is anthropology.” Büchner said that “ no 
one has demonstrated and explained the purely human 
origin of the idea of God better than Ludwig Feuerbach.” 
78 pages, price 6d, postage Id.

The Code of N ature . By Denis Diderot. Power
ful and eloquent. 16 pages, price Id., postage id .

Letters of a Chinaman  on the  M ischief  of
M issionaries. 16 pages, price Id., postage id .

B iographical D ictionary of Freeth inkers— 
Of All AgeB and Nations. By Joseph Mazzini Wheeler. 
355 pages, price (reduced from 7s. 6d.) 3s., postage 4d.

A P hilosophical Inquiry Concerning H uman  
L iberty. By Anthony Collins. With Preface and Anno
tations by G. W. Foote and Biographical Introduction by 
J. M. Wheeler. One of the strongest defences of Deter
minism ever written. Cloth, Is. ; paper, 6d., post Id.

PAMPHLETS BY C. COHEN.

An  Ou tlin e  of Evolutionary E thics. Price 6d.,
postage Id.

Socialism , Atheism , and  Christianity . Price id., 
postage id .

Christianity  and  Social Ethics. Price id.,
postage id.

Pa in  and  Providence. Price id., postage Jd.
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THE BIBLE HANDBOOK
F O R  F R E E T H I N K E R S  A N D  E N Q U I R I N G  C H R I S T I A N S .

G. W. FOOTE and W. P. BALL.

N E W  A M D  C H E A P E R  E D I T I O N
Issued the Secular Society, Ltd.

WELL PRINTED ON GOOD PAPER AND WELL BOUND.

In l ie r  Covens, SIXPENCE—Net.
(Postage ljd.)

In Ck Hi Covers, ONE SHILLING-Net.
(Postage 2d,)

ONE OF THE MOST USEFUL BOOKS EVER PUBLISHED.
INVALUABLE TO FREETHINKERS ANSWERING CHRISTIANS

THE PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEW CASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.C.

P I O N E E R  P A M P H L E T S .

Now being issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.

No. I_BIBLE AND BEER. By G. W. Foote.
FORTY PAGES— ONE PENNY

Postage: single oopy, Jd.; 6 copies, l|d .; 18 oopies, 3d.; 26 copies, 4d. (paroel post).

No. II.—DEITY AND DESIGN. By C. Cohen.
(A Reply to Dr. Alfred Russel Wallace.)

THIRTY-TWO PAGES— ONE PENNY.

Postage: Single oopy, |d.; 6 oopies, l jd . ; 18 oopies, 2Jd.; 26 oopies, 4d. (paroel post).

No. Ill_MISTAKES OF MOSES. By Colonel Ingersoll.
THIRTY-TWO PAGES—ONE PENNY.

Postage: Single oopy, Jd.; 6 copies, ljd .; 18 oopies, 2Jd.; 26 oopies, 4d. (paroel post).

IN  PR E PA R A TIO N .

No. IV_CHRISTIANITY AND PROGRESS. By G. W. Foote.

No. V.—MODERN MATERIALISM. By W. Mann.

Special Terms for Quantities for Free Distribution or to A dvanced
Societies.
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