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It is the misfortune of worthy people that V 
cowards V OLTAIRE.

are

The Fear of Death.

beCatI 1®1.°,ua people death ia the King of Terrors, not 
not. ith Pu 8̂ an end lif0» but because it does 
of h, ,e continuity of life ia a fundamental dootrine 
oianv j ° ^ '  The only thing that death ends is»V. _ + J VU1U5 UUMU UVJU,WU °.UU?n
fKan'8 duality. According to Plato, death aigmfies 
v j s°o1’b emancipation from the bondage o 6 

In the Christian creed, it means the spirit s 
aeParture from earth into the immediate presence of 

?n nnseen world. Now, it is the disma 
°trine of sin that has made death so terrible. An 

¡“ ‘saved soul is doomed to eternal damnation. Un 
"? arrival in eternity it goes down straight into the 
a; e that hurneth with fire and brimstone. Milton 

¡Worms us that death is the offspring of sin, and is 
J 1 ack as Night, fierce as ten Furies, terrible as 
r el1" It is not death, however, but “ the dread of 
°mething after death,”  that puzzles the will and 

°n“®rves the heart. To die is to fall into the hands 
t the living God, who “ is a consuming fire,” than 
i?b  nothing can be more terrifying. .

r wbat a fearful weapon death has bsen in t e 
Jand8 of the preacher. How often has it been 
orandished, with shuddering effect, over the heads of 

and children. “  If you were to die to-night, where 
°ald y0u ? .. « Aa thia may be your last day on
arth, make your peace with God this moment, 

“Q(i bo he ready to meet him as your judge.” Such 
addr ânSnag0 in which young people were

bo be _____ „„ LUDCU UHII „1o \1 the language in which young P %
pressed fifty and sixty years ago. JEra, ,  .
issued, with ----------------’* ‘ were
7V with lurid titles, such as Are You Afraid to 
vJe • Everlasting Damnation. Straight to e 
„ ®b do we remember being asked, on one ocoasion, 
v Uo you not know that the Lord is angry with you 
because you forget him and neglect his house, and 
that unless you repent and turn to him he may cast 
i 0u headlong into the Bottomless Pit, there to be in 
torment for ever and ever?” Death was thus the 
“"«»•keeper wifch sia o£ hell-gate; was indeed B1“ ® 
bfispring, her “ inbred enemy.” Milton represents 

as thus describing death's birth :
“  At last this odious offspring whom thou seeat,

Thine own begotten, breaking violent way,
Tore through my entrails, that, with fear - P 
Distorted, all my nether shape thus grew 
Transformed ; but he my inbred enemy 
Torth issued, brandishing his fatal dart.
Made to destroy. I  fled, and cried oat Death ■
Hell trembled at the hideous name, and signed 
From all her caves, and back resounded Dea

Grim Death, my son and foe.”  805
—Paradise Lost, n., 781-789, 805.

me lYUitonie. It Bhould be borne in mind tn ,, expressed
interpretation of death is simply _^_, m— !-Poetically. You Ho—-

in mind that the Miltonic

mans v. 12 will find the central idea in

* entered into the 11 Therefore, as through one man sm death passedworld, and death through sin;
unto all men, for that all sinned. oommentator,

Now, Dean Alford, a pre-Darwinia admits that 
^bo took Soripture as it stood, candidly 1,703

by death, in that passage, is meant “ primarily, but 
not only, physical death ; and thns (by this entering 
in of sin and death—i.e., in fact, by this connection of 
sin and death) death spread through unto all men.” 
Alford’s exegesis is undoubtedly accurate. Paul verily 
believed that prior to the Fall death was unknown 
in the world, and came in only as the penalty of sin 
The author of the Epistle to the Hebrews shared 
that belief, for he refers to Satan as having the 
power of death, to bring whom to naught was 
Christ’s object in coming into the world. The 
curious fact in this connection is, that the Devil is 
brought to naught not by the annihilation of death, 
which sin brought into existence, but by the de­
liverance of believers from the fear of it. From 
physical death there is absolutely no escape, believers 
being as subject to it as unbelievers; but it is 
falsely supposed that from spiritual and eternal 
death the Savior graciously releases all who put 
their trust in him.

At this time it is scarcely necessary to point out 
that both Paul and Milton were radically mistaken. 
Death is an immutable law of Nature. All living 
beings, whether vegetable or animal, are mortal. 
This is now a truism, to attempt to prove which 
would he a culpable waste of time. Knowing 
this, the newer theologians assure us that the 
death spoken of in Genesis does not denote 
physical, but spiritual, death. Nothing can be 
more oertain, they allege, than that Adam did 
not physically die on the day he sinned, though 
spiritually he most assuredly did. At this moment 
all who do not believe in Christ are spiritually dead 
in trespasses and sins, and doomed to eternal death 
in the world to come. What makes physical death 
so great a terror is that it translates the soul into a 
realm in which, if unsaved, it becomes the victim of 
eternal death. This is the fear of death through 
which the majority of people are all their lifetime 
subjeot to bondage. Even believing Christians are 
slaves to it, because they are never absolutely sure 
that they are among the eleot. There are very few so- 
called people of God who are quite free from it. But 
this modern interpretation of death was adopted by 
the divines in consequence of the fact that geological 
and biological discoveries had completely discredited 
the Pauline and Miltonic theory. That death can 
be treated metaphorically is true enough. It may 
legitimately be said of a man that he is poetically or 
artistically dead, or that he is dead to the higher 
feelings and instincts of humanity ; but to describe 
us all as being by nature dead to spiritual and eternal 
realities is to build upon a rotten fabric of guess and 
speculation. Spiritual and eternal realities exist 
only in the imagination of speculative theologians. 
The Great Beyond, as it is called, is Shakespeare’s 
“ undiscovered country from whose bourne no tra­
veller returns ” ; that is, the country of which posi­
tively nothing is known, not even that it exists. 
This being clearly the case, it follows that the reli­
gious fear of death is utterly irrational. “ The dread 
of something after death ” is as groundless and 
absurd as any castle in the air, beoause, judging by 
all the evidence in our possession, death ends all for 
individuals.

Mark the fundamental inconsistency of Scripture 
in its references to God and the future. The author 
of Hebrews says that to die is a fearful thing because
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it is equivalent to falling into the hands of the Jiving 
God, who is a God of vengeance. St. John tells us, 
on the contrary, that God is love, in whom is no 
vengeance. The truth is that both God and the 
future are unverifiable assumptions, while to die is the 
most natural thing in the world. Death is simply a 
return to the inorganic state whence all living beings 
have issued. Generally speaking, life is organisation, 
and death disorganisation.

We now confidently ask with Lucretius :—
“  What is there left for us in death to fear ? " 

for the only answer is :—
“  When once that pause of life has come between,

’Tis just the same as we had never been.”
There is really nothing more to be said, because 
there is nothing left for us in death to fear. To any­
one who still fears to die we can say, again in the 
words of the great poet, Lucretius :—

“  The worst that can befall thes, measured right,
Is a sound slumber, and a long good night.”

Dying, it is maintained by those who have studied 
the process most closely, is practically painless, 
almost like falling asleep, or being born. There has 
been a correspondence on the subject in the Times 
lately in which almost all the writers agreed that 
the fear of death is entirely groundless. On 
February 21, Professor J. Cook Wilson contributed a 
most interesting letter in which he described his 
father’s death which occurred twelve years ago :—

“ My father, a hale old man, was struck down in his 
eighty-eighth year by influenza which ended in failure 
of the heart. In the last stages there began the rapid 
labored breathing which is a familiar feature of such 
cases. It was most distressing to hear and watch, but 
the doctors assured me that the patient knew nothing 
of it. One did not doubt that there was some ground 
for the medical opinion, but one could not help reflect­
ing that it was at best a probable inference, and that 
the only decisive proof could be an experience which, 
in the nature of the case, it seemed impossible to have. 
However, my father, being an exceptionally strong man, 
survived the dreadful night. In the morning his 
breathing became much quieter, he recovered con­
sciousness, and became able to speak a little. Knowing 
the doctor was coming, he managed to say quite clearly,
‘ Tell the doctor that I have had a very comfortable 
night.’ I was astonished and grateful beyond measure 
to have the best evidence possible in the patient’s own 
testimony.”

Such a letter 1b bound to do muoh good. An 
eminent physician says that it will oonvinoe people 
that the medical profession does not deceive them 
when it gives the assurance that there is no such 
thing as the Death Agony. “  The death rattle,” he 
adds, “ is a purely automatic and reflex action. The 
explanation of it is just this : In the dying moments 
the windpipe cannot deal with the secretions; it is 
merely a mechanical noise.”

Thus, from every point of view, the fear of death 
is seen to be totally without exouse. The thought 
of leaving loved ones behind to mourn one’s loss 
cannot in the nature of things be pleasant, and their 
keen sense of deprivation must be painful; but in 
death itself there is nothing to fear. The time is 
coming when science shall have banished disease 
from the earth, with the result that in every case death 
shall be perfectly natural, coming neither a moment 
too soon nor a moment too late, but only when life, 
and the desire to live, are physiologically at an end.

J. T. Lloyd.

The Revival of Religion.

A GERMAN preaoher, at present on a visit to England, 
reoently informed a representative of one of the 
religious papers that there were Bigns of a spiritual 
revival in Germany. He admitted that Christianity 
had lost its hold on the “ intellectuals,” and also on 
the working classes ; also that the influence of Non-
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ofconformity was very slight; still he discerned- 
probably with the eye of faith—an awakening 
religion in the near future. This kind of statemen  ̂
is not at all uncommon, in this country at least, an 
one has therefore the better means of 
what it is worth. When Dr. Clifford delivered 
last New Year’s address, he also discovered signs o 
a spiritual awakening in England. Dr. Horton r 
ported the same tidings from America; and 
ordinary matters one would take this ooncurre 
testimony of, and from, different countries as being 
good evidence. But in this respeot religion i® n°, 
an ordinary matter. The testimony is itself suspeo • 
We have heard it so often, and we have so much ° 
it. And there is so much evidence on the other si“0- 
We see the Churches steadily emptying. ® 
the beat brains, and the best eharaeter, steadily d|s' 
associating itself from religion. The slump in belie 
continues in spite of all the prophecies of a gre® 
spiritual awakening. _ ,

The very proofs advanced in favor of a revival o 
religion are evidence to the contrary. The Germ® 
doctor referred to, for example, said there had bee 
a decrease in Materialism in Germany because t 
younger generation have abandoned the belief in ® 
efficacy of legislation, and are now inclined to pi®0 
more emphasis on personal influence, and to “ regar„ 
sooial reform from a more human point of vl0W‘a 
That means, he says, “  that religion will pl®y , 
larger part than it has done in the past.” R0®^ 
There is no mention that the younger generation 1 
believing more fervently in a God, or a soul, or J 
supernaturalism generally; only that it is m°r 
inclined to regard reform from a human point 
view. Well, if that is all, and nothing else is giv0ljj 
it looks suspiciously as if the new generation Y. 
be more deeply tinged with Freethought than tb 
older one. For that is preoisely what Freethinker 
have been striving for, and preoisely what th 
Churches have declined to do. Let us test every' 
thing from the human point of view, and we ®j- 
quite content to abide the result. We may m®® 
mistakes even then ; we probably shall do so. &a 
our mistakes will be due to oar want of knowledg ’ 
and our blunders will in time supply their own °°r, 
rective. We shall not have our blunders hedge 
round with dogmas and doctrine, and worshiped a 
the outcome of a wisdom that passes human und0r' 
standing. .

This German gentleman had fallen into the eft0 
of which all religious preachers—particularly wb00 
they oall themselves “ advanced” thinkers—are 0 
fond. In this country we are perfectly familiar wit 
the breed. Because there is a growing interest i 
sooial reform, because people are more alive th®0 
they were to the necessity of decent homes ®°. 
deoent lives, these things are made part and par00 
of the religious revival. Any passing popular cry'" 
an eight-hours’ day, a living wage, the national!0®' 
tion of the land, old age pensions, the Insurance 
Act, are all made to do duty as proof of the reviv® 
of religion. One wonders why all these things wer 
not accomplished faots during the days whenrelig'0 
was really strong. One wonders whether the sebein 
of Christianity really involves these things, and 1 
so why none of the Christian leaders of the p®9 
ever found this out. It is quite an affeoting sen0 
of pictures. Jesus Christ—very God of very God'" 
coming to earth, being cruoified, and rising from 
grave, so that an Old Age Pension Aet might “ 
passed some eighteen centuries after he was deft® 
Think of the early Christian martyrs dying in of“0 
that we might realise the importance of a living 
wage! Or the great historic Christian Church00* 
with all their legends of miracles and saints ®° 
martyrs, existing solely that we might look at tbinfF 
from a human point of view! .l

It is all cant, sheer cant! And unless we cred* 
many of these preachers with almost miraoulo0 
stupidity, they must know it is cant. What asp00 
of religion is it that promises a revival ? Is it ^  
belief in God ? How many of those who do 00 
believe at present are likely to have a belief create“
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why even professed believers are b 7 , ia hardly
so stating this belief that the God pret -  ̂ jB n0
worth while anyone troubling a_b° * Deity who 
longer a God who does things, buo ^  confess 
leaves things severely alone—a, ,? nf the most 
that if we must have a GocL j " a anWhile, the 
desirable sort to possess. _ And, '.atat ably on 
number of people who disbelieve is with
the increase So with the belief m  t h e  sou 1, ^  ^  
the belief in all those forms of 8b®® 8griously believe 
were once universal. Does anyone or that
that any of these things are on the -  ^  where is 
they are likely to increase ? It tn y ,
the evidence If thev do not. what is th talki— ' they do not, what is the good of_______ j __ - » v ,  7*

ng about a coming revival of religion ? Morality 
18 not religion. Social reform is not religion. These 

,nga have only been accidentally associated with 
re“ gion, and their separation means the death of 
18 vui°n *8 every oivilised community. .

What we can observe in thiB and other countries 
8 a continuance of the historic tactics of the Chris­

tian olsrrjy. Ever sinoe Christianity— essentially an
creed—was forced upon the West, it has 
aged to maintain itself in an unmodified 

^rtQ during those periods when it was able to exer- 
,.Se absolute coercion. Forced upon an alien popula- 

0n* its subjects have been more or less in revolt 
it

only

Of social
though

and, what is more important, the forces 
growth have inspired the revolt. Even 

outwardly submissive, the Western world
» ¿ f t  *<“00n as China

HQered its nominal conquerors. This was the

modified Christian teaching, 
has more than once seized and 

oaae- v -  nominal oonquerors 
C0p . n the Church was compelled to accept the 
It waDfkan ôr Ptolemaic system of astronomy. 
rejec,s t“ ® case when it compelled the Churches to 
°Wn ,Wlt°horaft as an idle superstition, or, in our 
Bibleaay’ reie°t the literal inspiration of the 
tiou ’ unf aooept the general doctrine of evolu- 
biovem« 6 Present is only another phase of the same 

"nt. Living at a time when large numbers of 
ar® beginning to realise the essential 

of theological questions, and also to 
lems~8 the importance of social and ethical prob- 
see j.’, eaders of Christianity are shrewd enough to 
Uew • -^ey must accommodate themselves to the 
that rfi,1 ̂  ° r <MsaPPear- Accordingly, they discover 
Chur l , tian%  contains a social gospel, just as the 
it waCl1 t°und scientific teachings in the Bible when 
lQn 8 n° longer possible to suppress them, and no 
e0tlp r Pald to denounce them as untrue. These 
d0 . 8810ns- may deceive some—undoubtedly they 
these f ^oes n°t Prevent others recognising

The °r .wba*k they are—theological fool-traps.. is a WfilKtnnnrr» nooDQ/ta in fliKlvnM’ci i

8tuPldity realis

&wipirg a well-known passage in Gibbon’s Roman 
ln which he speculates as to whatas to wnac mightoave happened had^Charles Martel been beaten by

the Mohammedans in the eighth c overrun
that Mohammedans would then Koran preached
®arope, and we might have had t Eible. Very
'o  Westminster Abbey instead of , by this time 
Jkely ; hut it by no means follows that b y ^ ^
things would have been much dm have had much
are. "We should, in all probability, teaohing that
tQe same modification of Mohamme {¡he same
We have had of Christian doctrines, Beliefs
Process of obstruction and final acC' P organisms
are as much subject to social selection as &

to natural selection. A boof *  £  much
belief that is introduced into its midsu m iOOd io - ______ *” u.u : ; “ni9m. It selects,*«uu is acted on by the animal oig ,ection, assimi-
assimilates, and rejects. And t, .Qed hy.foroes
lation, and rejection is largely porce aQ alien
that are beyond individual contr • , asaimilate
Relief upon a society, and what i itabiy modified
it rejeets, and what it retains is . 0je history of
to a larger or smaller degree. q]he history
Christianity proves the truth o as apologists say,

itB successive modification18 truest form is the
the discovery of a truer form—th registration of the
oldest and the deadest—it is W® tbat had to hesffeot of Booial forces upon a relig
roodified or altogether perish.

There is at hand no revival of religion, still less is 
there a probable revival of Christianity. There is, 
it is true, an immense mass of superstition still 
latent in the community, and that always represents 
an element of danger. But religion in general has 
never been at so low a point as it is to-day. There 
is not a single department of life in which it can be 
said that religion is recognised as possessing genuine 
authority. It is not only that the leaders of thought, 
the “  intellectuals,”  do not recognise the authority 
of religion; it is true of others. The average man 
does not go to the Churches for his science, his 
philosophy, or his sociology. He recognises for the 
best in these departments he must look elsewhere. 
All he can get in the Churches is a faint echo of the 
best that oan be got outside. And he is so accus­
tomed to look at the Churches from this standpoint 
that he has ceased to see in it anything peculiar. 
He does not realise that religion once ruled life, and 
that the Churches once laid down laws for guidance 
where it now begs for a word of patronage. But if 
he does not recognise the profound nature of the 
change that has taken place, he cannot avoid its 
consequences. He develops in a freer, healthier 
atmosphere than did preceding generations. Instead 
of religion being the controlling influence in his life 
it sinks to the level of a mere speculation or theory. 
If he reads, he discovers that he can get more benefit 
from an hour or two with a good book than from a 
score of sermons. If he thinks he realises what a 
game of make-believe the whole thing is. Religion 
loses it coercive power because daily experience 
drives home the lesson that the vital issues of life 
are being decided without the least reference to its 
teaching. Religion in social life is suffering from the 
fate that overtakes a disused organ in the individual 
body. It is a pare ease of atrophy.

This talk of the revival of religion is, I repeat, 
pure cant. It belongs to the same gender as the 
fantastic reports of wholesale conversions published 
by evangelists of the Gipsy Smith type. It may 
soothe the dwindling faithful, but imposes on no one 
else. It may even keep up the courage of the 
leaders. Donkeys are said to lash themselves into a 
temper by the free use of their tails, and where tails 
are wanting tongues may perform the same service. 
But you cannot revive Christianity unless you can 
undo all that has been done during the past three 
centuries. If the united action of the Churches 
can convert the globe into a plane, if it can set the 
sun travelling round the earth instead of the earth 
round the sun, if it oan destroy medical soienoe and 
re-establish demoniacal possession, if it can destroy 
evolution and enthrone special creation, if education 
can be abolished and heaven and earth repeopled 
with an army of supernatural beings—if, in short, 
all the knowledge and discoveries and inventions of 
the last three centuries can be wiped out—then 
indeed will there be some hope for a revival of 
Christianity. But if these things cannot be done, 
then the ease of the Churches is hopeless.

C. Cohen.

“ He Ascended Into Heaven.”

So he did. There was absolutely nothing else to be 
done if the Gospel were to be carried to its logioal 
end. For the kingdom of Christ could not be estab­
lished in the first century, is not established in the 
twentieth, and never will lie established in any future 
century.

“  India will never become Christian,” I heard the 
late Romesh Chunder Dutt say. Dutt was a poet, a 
statesman, and, at one time, occupied the position of 
Prime Minister to the Gaekwar of Baroda. He 
observed, he reflected, and he knew.

If India, which is the most religious country on 
earth, will not accept the Christian faith, the refusal 
is an indication of Che attitude of the whole world. 
But the loyal orthodoxists are very slow to recognise
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the hopelessness of the prospect. I rode in a train 
the other day with a simple-minded companion, 
shrewd at business but very wanting in acumen 
when he came to things theological. He had beamed 
with pride as he showed me one of the wonders of 
the United States,—the horseshoe curve in the Penn­
sylvania Railroad near Altoona. But when he fell 
to discussing the future of Christianity, and asked 
me if I did not think India would aooept Christ, and 
I said “ Certainly not 1" his countenance fell, and I 
seemed to feel the chill of his atmosphere. What is 
one to say to the ignorant and unreflecting mind 
whioh knows so little of the world outside a narrow 
commercial circle as to imagine that scientific Europe 
and the proud old soul of Asia are going to dance in 
the train of the Salvation Army, or join in a Pres­
byterian rally, or march, to the sound of “ Onward, 
Christian soldiers,” to the Anglican or Roman bap­
tismal font ? Ask the leaders of the Chinese 
republic; ask the Indian passive resisters in South 
Africa; ask Mr. Gokhale and the Indian Nationalists, 
if Asia is likely to take up the cross and follow Jesus, 
and you will receive a most empbatio reply.

My Pennsylvanian friend had just come from a 
little city, which I had myself visited, in a remote 
corner of the Appalachian mountains. There had 
been a whole week of Revival services, and the 
hymns had proclaimed the triumph of Christ. 
Hundreds of hearts glowed with anticipations of 
the world-dominion. Already, the map of the world 
seem flagged all over with tokens of battles won for 
the martyr of Calvary. I had a glimpse of one or 
two meetings. A voluble mulatto from Porto Rico 
was telling of the victories achieved my missionaries 
in that West Indian island.

“  Even the chickens fight no more,” he cried; 
meaning, in his somewhat imperfect English, that 
the spread of humane feeling had put an end to 
oook-fighting. Indeed, I would heartily applaud any 
Christian, or anti-Chri3tian, who assisted in fostering 
kindness to animals.

An hour or two later, I observed a group of young 
men,—well set-up and manly Americans,—listening 
to a fervid evangelist, not older than themselves, 
and as cocksure as he was ill-informed in his history 
and psychology.

“ Fellows,” he exclaimed, “  send in your prayers to 
Christ. If wireless telegraphy can despatch mes­
sages to far-distant points, why should not the 
message of prayer reach the throne of God ?”

The lads he addressed were destined to become 
engineers and farmers, and to do splendid service to 
the American commonwealth. I have met many 
such eager young spirits, who are the backbone of 
the commercial prosperity of the United States. I 
have met elder business men, whose genius for 
finance and law and organisation is eminent, and 
whose energy is the pride of their country. Yet I 
cannot help remarking that the American mind, 
taken as a broad average, moves on a lower level 
when it deals with the great intellectual and reli­
gious questions of the day. I remember the Moody 
and Sankey revival in London in 1873, and I believe 
that unwholesome scene is impossible of repetition 
in England. But such excitements are still feasible 
in the United States, where enormous material 
enterprises absorb so much thought-power, and leave 
inadequate capacity of judgment for the more delicate 
issues of religion and philosophy.

In the small city referred to, I attended service at 
a Methodist church, the windows of whioh blazed 
with colored pictures of Christ agonising at Geth- 
semane, Christ appearing to Mary Magdalene on 
Easter morning, and Christ ascending into heaven. 
I notioed with much pleasure that the preacher 
followed the beneficent trend of the times : he made 
no allusion to the mediaeval doctrine of the Blood- 
atonement, and no allusion to the doctrine of Hell- 
fire. When the story of our age is penned by 
posterity, the record will tell, on the positive side, 
of the development of the Education movement, the 
Labor movement, and the Woman movement; and, 
on the negative side, of the happy decline and fall of

these unwholesome and barbaric faiths. As am8,.v0 
of faot, there is a correlation between the posi 1 
and negative movements. ,

Nevertheless, though an improvement on Spurgeo 
low-plane creed, ths Methodist preacher’s messag 
had no dynamic. I listened as a politician. J 
politics is an instrument that grips pretty bar- 
It grips at the evils of the factory and hovel, 
mine and the slum, the docks and the foundry, 
haunt of the prostitutes of the West, and the b’J 
of the Mahars and Chandâlas of India. These a 
my test oases. Whoever comes to me with a reve 
tion or a program must show me how, in 
reasonably effective manner, these evils will 
assuaged. Whoever you are, 0 prophet, you mus 
declare your thought about these infernal horrors 
Benares, of Paris, of Pittsburg, of Johannesburg- 
Asquith or Woodrow Wilson, Jaurès or Chris > 
speak ! . ,

Well, I waited in patience while the Method1® 
preaohed on the alternative,—Either one must ta 
sides for Christ, or against him. Very good. The 
was apparent value in the presentation, just as tber 
was undoubted color,—most vivid red and blue at̂  
green—in the stained-glass pictures of Gethsema0 ’̂ 
and Joseph of Arimathea’s garden, and the M ount 
Olives, and the ascending God. .

Once, I thought my pulpit friend was becoming 
dynamic. His speeoh waxed warm; his phrase ̂ 
became crisper ; he seemed to approach a proclama 
tion; and presently, he cried out in a loud voice,an 
told us how the forces of Christ in the State ° 
Pennsylvania were gathering for a grand attac 
upon.......the liquor traffic. ,

Was that all ? The manifesto might or might no 
stir the brewing-trade. It made no impression upon 
me, though I have abstained from alcohol abou 
forty years, and detest it as much as I detest ( 
smokers 1 pardon) tobacco. I glanced at the congre_ 
gation. Those pretty American misses, those demui 
tradesmen and professional men, those feathery an 
silken mammas,—no ! I swear they were little lik0 j 
to succumb to the devilry of rum or beer. Perhap® 
that was one reason why the pulpit carried on tbi 
holy war.

We doubters are so impatient. Why not give tb 
good Methodist another chance,—twenty ohance0 
I did ; for I sat out the sermon and contributed to 
the collection. Once again, the volume of men00® 
gathered ; the eyes of the apostle sparkled ; the n0 
was clenched ; surely, the gates of sin will trembl0 
at the word that is coming ! It came, and it sum­
moned all the ohivalry and virtue of Pennsylvania
to sally forth to the annihilation of...... the lig_'lior
traffic.

The sorrows of Benares, Paris, Pittsburg, aDa 
Johannesburg must, therefore, go on indefinitely 00 
far as this Pennsylvanian cares. If this is the out­
come of many centuries of theological and Biblioa* 
study of social needs and possibilities, I count it a° 
excessively mean show ; and, as a politician, I eafl 
rise to no enthusiasm on this platform. It is 8 
miserable disappointment. I make no remarks 00 
the questions that involve the future of art, oI 
literature, of science. I just select the most obvio«9 
and the most tragic of human problems,—tb0 
problem of poverty ; and I affirm, quite simply, that 
the gospel of Christ has not met it, and does n0t 
give any valid token of meeting it, and the peopl0 
cannot wait. Whatever its merits may have beeu, 
the Christian system has not adapted itself to tb0 
terrible needs of earth.

“  He ascended into heaven.”
Of course. F. J. GOULD-
U. S. A., February 14, 1914.__ _ _
Concealment regarding a question of such vit^ 

importance as the truth of Christianity is to b0 
deplored ; while an attitude of indifference on a 
subject that should be of surpassing interest to 00 
all can only be characterised as amazing—uni00®’ 
indeed, the real explanation be that men have ceas00 
to believe.—Philip Vivian.
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Science and the Soul.—YI.

(Continued from p. 134.)
Civiligation has always and everywhere been evolved out 

tlo^ va^ v : The mass of evidence on which this assump- 
ind Js> in my opinion, so great as to render the

uction incontrovertible. At least, if anyone disputes it 
still nT°í think if worth while to argue with him. There are 
earth ' ‘)e' ' eva’ in civilised society people who hold that the 
tna ** 'S and that the sun goes round i t ; but no sensible 
Per" Wl"  Wa9t® time in the vain attempt to convince such 
earth*18 error> even though these flatteners of the
to tl an<? oiroulators of the sun appeal with perfect justice 
tioi 18 l v.ldei?ce °f their senses in support of their hallucina- 
8a ’ which is more than the opponents of man’s primitive
r„ f ery are able to do.” —P bofessob J. G. F bazeb, Psyche’s la*k, p. 162.
an Bon! ^as g'ven up its ethereal substance, and become
baa' m.material entity, ‘ the shadow of a shade.’ .......There
the jri9en an intellectual product whose very existence is of 
a de.0Peat significance, a ‘ psychology ’ which has no longer 
tho T fg- 1°- do w'tb ‘ soul.’ The soul’s place in modern 
offi 's ín the metaphysics of religion, and its especial 
r 9 there is that of furnishing an intellectual Bide to the
Hot*''°u8 doctrine of the future life.......Yet it is evident that
tlj ' ’̂ "'standing all this profound change, the conception of 
th 8°nl >9. as to its essential nature, continuous from

«Philosophy of the savage thinker to that of the modern 
P ofessor of theology.”—E. B. T y l o b , Primitive Culture, 

As V°>' P. 501.

°Q nWf ^ave 8een» primitive man, in hia first outlook 
front was Pr0y a multitude of deceptions, 
bitn .^ ¡c h  ^  bas taken him ages to emancipate 
of nS, ’ Mot only was he deceived by the workings 
Wfivu- re °utside of himself, bat also by the inward 

°¿‘ In.g8 of his own mind.
visin'8 ln êrPr8tation of the phenomena of dreams, of 
Wat n ’̂ °^. k’ 8 shadow, of his reflection as shown in 
delir  ̂’ k*8 interpretation of swooning, epilepsy, 
all wIndiiIna^ne88’ ormoosoionsness, and death, weret o i l  J i  ------u u u u u o o i u u o u o o o j  n u u  r » o i o

‘Onum y °f Hie truth, and gave birth to the 
eCou evable host of superstitions which have 
8ince^ed mailkind with whips of scorpions ever

than0 ^°^.SQi3ed the childish footsteps of primitive 
48 rj §r8ping in the darkness and mists of ignorance. 
ha8 i. fbert Spencer has somewhere remarked, man 
the „ J g “  vvrong roads before he found

Gvoig1? *̂1? eyes of the evolutionist—and we are all 
n°wadays —man springs from beast, 

Pronnh  ̂ from animality,” says that oultured 
“ We Jrnan» M. Salamon Rsinaeh,* and he adds, 
psych look for the origin of religions in the
faith ° f°8y> not of civilised man, but of man the 
Prim it' remove  ̂ from civilisation.” But of this 
kQow] man, before history, we have no direct 
ment etl§e’• 80> oontinues M. Reinach, “ to supple- 
be + 0ar information, three other sources have to 
savarr : Psycbology of the present - day
cboio ’ * Psychology of children, and the psy- 

It 1 fk higher animals.” 
pi0rJe 8 "bo glory of the English nation to be the 
reij„j ra 3n the work of explaining the origin of 
trufi„U9 il3eas‘ M. Reinach, with the modesty of

Ue greatness, observes
la n k ^  1 been the first to f°rmulate them- I should 
alo  ̂ *be first thinkers of my day, and modesty
ton*18 WouM preclude me from saying so on the house- 
mad" +ifS a maR er of fact, I do not exactly know who 
g .® "b® discoveries. The names of Tylor, MacLennan, 
onRfv,- 5l'razer> and Jevons suggest themselves; but the 
bee " 18 certain is that it was not myself. Mine has 
arif)u,a lowlier part,—to grasp the ideas of my betters, 

q q , 0 diffuse them as widely as I might ” (p. 12).
diffQ8io 6 n8xt page> M. Rainach gives “ thanks to the 
me.” p f'be English works whioh have inspired 
Qf liuhhrirfher on (p. 2) he also mentions the names 
tribute f00  ̂ an<* Herbert Spencer. This is a high 
and science1 006 *S e<laaby distinguished in art

Pioneer^8 ^  exceedingly few to be a
six year'0! neY department of science; and forty- 
new faQ8 Ia"er> in face of the vast accumulation of 

8—mainly through the interest aroused by
iff- Reinach, Cults, Myths, and Religions, p. 5.

his book—and in the face of the most drastic 
criticism, to be able to claim, as Lord Avebury (Sir 
John Lubbock) does, “ In the main it seems to me 
that the conclusions whioh I ventured to put 
forward have received additional support from the 
evidence which has since accumulated.” * If a brand- 
new scientific theory runs the gauntlet, and survives 
for forty-six years, you may depend that it has a 
pretty solid foundation.

For this work, which required the study of the 
ideas and modes of thought of innumerable savage 
tribes and communities, our nation was peculiarly 
well qualified. Our travellers, explorers, and mer­
chants had penetrated every part of the globe. Our 
colonies and,dependencies, especially in Australia and 
Africa, had brought us directly in contact with the 
most primitive savages yet surviving, whose man­
ners, customs, superstitions, and modes of thought 
had been minutely described in books, journals, 
letters, and communications to the various learned 
societies, thus accumulating a rich store of social 
facts, whioh only awaited the illumination of genius 
to marshal them into order and deliver up their 
secret.

To Sir John Lubbock—after Lord Avebury—must 
be awarded the palm of priority, with his Prehistoric 
Times, first published in 1865, and his Origin of 
Civilisation, in 1870. This was quickly followed, in 
1871, by Dr. E. B. Tylor’s great work, Primitive 
Culture. Tylor, however, was not in any way in­
debted to Lubbock, his important discovery that 
“ Animism ” was the clay, as it were, out of which 
religions evolve, was entirely original. As Darwin 
himself truly remarked, it is “ a most profound 
work,” and he added, “  It will make me for the 
future look at religion—a belief in the soul—from a 
new point of view.” + Herbert Spencer’s powerful 
and masterly work, Principles of Sociology, also deal­
ing with religious origins, was published in 1877. 
These works caused as great a revolution among 
men’s ideas of the origin of religion as Darwin’s 
works did, in their ideas of the origin of man and the 
different species of animals and plants.

Take, for instance, the origin of the idea of a soul. 
The savage has great difficulty in distinguishing 
between sleep, trance, swooning, unconsciousness, 
and death. A man falls asleep, to wake after a 
while refreshed ; another time he, or one of his com­
panions, falls into a swoon or trance, or is rendered 
unconscious by a blow; he cannot be awakened, he 
lies deadly pale and insensible, perhaps, for hours or 
even days, and yet, after all, he revives. Savages 
say that “ such a one died for awhile, but his soul 
came back again,” says Tylor; and—

“ they have great difficulty in distinguishing real death 
from such trances. They will talk to a corpse, try to 
rouse it and even feed it, and only when it becomes 
noisome and must be got rid of from among the living, 
they are at last certain that the life has gone never to 
return. What, then, is this soul or life which thus goes 
and comes in sleep, trance, and death ? To the rude 
philosopher, the question seems to be answered by the 
very evidence of his senses. When the sleeper awakens 
from a dream, he believes he has really somehow been 
away, or that other people have come to him. As it is 
well known by experience that men’s bodies do not go 
on these excursions, the natural explanation is that 
every man’s living self or soul is his phantom or image, 
which can go out of his body and see and be seen itself 
in dreams.”*

The waking visions and hallucinations, which some 
men are subject to, would help to confirm this 
explanation.

Moreover, as Tylor farther remarks :—
“ That men have such unsubstantial images belong­

ing to them is familiar in other ways to the savage 
philosopher, who has watched their reflections in still 
water, or their shadows following them about, fading 
out of sight to reappear presently somewhere else, 
while sometimes for a moment he has seen living breath 
as a faint cloud, vanishing though one can feel that it

* Lord Avebury, Marriage, Totemism, and Religion (1911), p. 7. 
f G. W. Foote, Darwin on God, p. 42.
} E. B. Tylor, Anthropology, p. 343.
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is still there. Here, then, in a few words is the savage 
and barbarie theory of souls, where life, mind, breath, 
shadow, reflection, dream, vision, come together and 
account for one another in some such vague confused 
way as satisfies the untaught reasoner. The Zulu will 
say that at death a man’s shadow departs from his 
body and becomes an ancestral ghost, and the widow 
will relate how her husband has come in her sleep and 
threatened to kill her for not taking care of his chil­
dren ; or the son will describe how his father’s ghost 
stood before him in a dream, and the souls of the two, 
the living and the dead, went off together to visit some 
far-off kraal of their people. The Malays do not like to 
wake a sleeper, lest they should hurt him by disturbing 
his body while his soul is out.” *

This is not a theory evolved, like the German meta­
physician’s camel, out of the scientist’s inner 
consciousness. It is founded upon a solid and 
indestructible basis. Williams, in his book on Figi 
and the Figians (p. 208), says : “  I once placed a good- 
looking native suddenly before a mirror. He stood 
delighted. “  Now,” said he, softly, “ I can see into 
the world of spirits.”

Mr. Howitt, one of the best authorities on the 
Australian aborigines, says that the Kurnai believe 
every person has within him a spirit called Yambo; 
one of the Kurnai was asked if he really thought his- 
Yambo could go out during sleep, and said, ‘ ‘ It must 
be so, for when I sleep I go to distant places, I even 
see and speak with those that are dead.”

Im Thurn, speaking of the Indians of Guiana, 
writes:—

“  The dreams which come to him in sleep are 
to him as real as any of the events of his 
waking life. He regards his dream acts and his waking 
acts as differing only in one respect, that the former 
are done only by the spirit, and the latter by the spirit 
in the body. When the Indian just awake tells the 
things which he did whilst asleep, his fellows reconcile 
each statement by the thought that the spirit of the 
sleeper left him and went out on its adventures.” !

(To he continued.) W. Mann.

AND SO THEY WERE MARRIED.
Minister (to a man wishing to be married): Do you wish 

to marry this woman ?
Man: I do.
Minister : Do you wish to marry this man ?
Woman: I do.
Minister : Do you like the city as a place of residence ? 
Man : No, I prefer the suburbs.
Minister : Do you like the suburbs ?
Woman : No, indeed ; I prefer the city.
Minister: Are you a vegetarian in diet ?
Man : No ; I hate vegetables. I live on beef.
Woman : I can’t bear meat. I am a vegetarian.
Minister : Do you like a sleeping room well ventilated ? 
Man : Yes; I want the window away down, summer and 

winter.
Minister : Do you like so much fresh air ?
Woman: N o ; it would kill me. I want all windows 

closed.
Minister : Do you like a light in the room ?
Man : No ; can’t sleep with a light; want the room dark. 
Minister : Are you afraid in the dark ?
Woman: Indeed, I am. I always have a bright light in 

the room.
Minister: Do you like many bedclothes ?
Man : All I can pile on.
Minister : Do you ?
Woman : No ; they suffocate me.
Minister: I hereby pronounce you man and wife, and 

may the Lord have mercy on your souls.

CONFIDENCE.
A motorist, stopping his car at a country hotel, called to 

a man who was passing to look after the car. With much 
dignity the man replied, “  Do you know that I belong to the 
Salvation Army.” “  Oh 1 ”  replied the motorist, “  that 
doesn’t matter. I ’ll trust you.”

* E. B. Tylor, Anthropology, p. 344. 
f J. H. King, The Supernatural, vol. i-, pp. 168-9.

Acid Drops.

What a wonderful story of efficiency and success is 
of the submarine A 7 which sank in Whitsand B&y 
January 16. First of all, the “  rescuers ” couldn’t find• 
at the bottom ; and after spending a lot of time in searc 8 
for her, they found her—just below the spot where 
disappeared. Ever since they have been trying to s ^  
her, but her stern part is well embedded in some twen y 
thirty feet of mud and sand, and naturally she refuse 
stir a single inch. They tried to shock her out or 
stubborn inertia by putting a battleship going full ste 
ahead on to a hawser to which she was attached ; but s 
stopped where she was, and the hawser it was that wo ^ 
This is all that Admiralty science can do at present, an 
might have been recognised before. The play is not 
over, however ; for religion has got to have its look in be» 
the curtain is rung down. The “  last rites ” over the fl01 
dead in the ship which remains their tomb are to be p 
formed on board H.M.S. the Forth two days after we p® 
this paragraph. Much good the hocus-pocus will do the 
The performance has been delayed two months. Supp° 
it were delayed for ever. Who would suffer ? The anS'? a 
to that question is “  The clergy.” They must be rega* . 
as indispensable. If they are not that, they are notbi 0 
at all.

Profanity spreads even in unlikely directions. The 
Teacher prints a story of a boy who constructed a cardbo 
church. Over the portal he inscribed what he thought 
suitable tex t: “ Thou wilt be done.”

The Salvation Army is holding a “  Self-Denial ” Week 
As their female soldiers beg money from all and sundry) 
would be more correctly described as “ Other People's be 
Denial,” under the auspices of the Salvation Army.

fThe Birmingham magistrates have imposed a fine or 
and costs for “ improper patter ”  at a music-hall. If *bo 
J.P.’s attend a place of worship, the parson will have to 
careful when reading from “ God’s Word.”

Two new bishoprics have just been added to the C h u r c h  
The poor fishermen-apostles put their nets into the sea,9 ’ 
their wealthy disciples to-day draw their sees into their no

A Bill has been introduced into the House of Represent»' 
tives, Washington, which aims at regulating the tide 
immigration. Mr. Burnett, who introduced the Bill, to 
the House that it aimed at those aliens who have “ no Gofli 
no law, and no master ” —a rather comprehensive progra®' 
As the main provision seems to be a money qualification, we 
must assume that having a God, etc., is thought to be 9 
question of dollars. Anyway, we do not see how any Bill 
going to keep these people out. Certainly, if a confession o 
faith is required, it can only keep out those who are hones • 
Dishonest ones will lie just as much and as strongly 98 *? 
needed. And that is the UBual effect of religiously inspir0“ 
legislation. It almost invariably sets a tax on honesty an<) 
a premium on humbug. Our own laws against freedom oI 
thought and speech have never made a single man or worn»0 
honest, but they have manufactured liars and hypocrites by 
the thousand.

Nonconformists are explaining the Welsh Nonconformist 
protest against the Disestablishment of the Church in Wal08 
on the ground that the signatures were obtained under pres- 
sure. People were afraid they might lose something if they 
refused to sign, or hoped that they might gain something 11 
they did. We do not dispute this for a moment; on the 
contrary, we are quite prepared to admit that many sign»' 
tures have been obtained in this way. But this is not 9 
method that is confined to upholders of the State Cburcbi 
and we are quite sure that the Disestablishment of tb® 
Church will not put an end to it. It is exactly the policy o* 
all Christians when their position enables them to follow »• 
We know of scores of newsagents who are prevented dis- 
playing the Freethinker, for example, by the threat o} 
boycott held out by their Christian patrons. And this ]B 
more or less true of all Freethinkers in a business that ' s 
susceptible to boycott. There are very few Christians who 
understand the meaning of fair play. They naturally 
squeal when this kind of unfair pressure is brought to be»* 
upon them, but the experience never prevents their dealing 
in exactly the same manner with others when occasion 
offers.

The Bishop of London says that for every step a m9° 
takes to find God, God takes a step to find the man. We do
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not know on what Bishop Ingram bases bis' ^ n ^ holy  hide-
't is evident that there is going on a fine gamand-seeV

11 n hie advertise-“ Country Services Now Running, rca . ”  revival ofment in the daily press. It does not re e ,
Christianity, but to omnibus trips, Sundays 1

penitent—so that’s all right. Peter very likely welcomed 
him with a brass band. His sister told him not to cry ; he 
would be better off in heaven. Nothing seems to have been 
said about the poor lady who was brutally murdered, and 
trussed up, and thrown into a dock. Her fate, of course, is 
too insignificant for consideration.

Pancake carnivalB are among the amnsoiuoii chef8
of tho Man of Sorrows. Let us hop . {or oakes. 
employed do not use Ezekiel’s memorable rec p

• 1 a fo b&Y 8»̂A. correspondent of a daily paper wri tQ precisely 
tho church he attends the olíortories a i>nttons and bad 
the same sum on two different Sundays- 
eoinB included, we presume.

i ? T'ith (New Zealand) dated December 20, 1913, con- 
the following paragraph :—

, 1 ruth's representative was travelling from Christchurch
0 Raogiora a short time ago, and heard two men talking of 
Oullock-driving as done at the Christchurch show. After a 
?  , f® a wiry-looking, tall old man chipped in. * Driving 
pollocks. Not one of them knew how to drive—didn’t know 
„b® language—none of them could get a team of lazy bullocks 
?ut of a bog. Bah 1 ’ The reprerantative listened with 
'oterest, because he knew * the language,’ and knew that 
PTery bullocky in Australia in the old days had a pet name 
f°r each bullock—1 Strawberry,’ 1 Creamy,’ 1 Milky, 1 Spud, 
an? what not. One day a well-known driver, noted for his 
animal vocabulary, got his team stuck in a bog-hole. His 
, 'P cracked and the surrounding air was lurid with 
language. A country parson rode up, halted, listened in 
norror to the volley of oaths, and watched, with pain, the 
cruelty of the whip. Unable to contain himself longer, he 
said, 1 My good friend, it is painful to witness your cruelty
to those-----  ’  ■ ' • —

itienl 
m ai
the worst b-----  bullock I ’ve got in the whole b

nati ‘ P00r' dumb animals ! Why cannot you be more 
j.: ent and trust in Providence ? ’ The bullocky looked at 

, ,and r®torted, 1 “ Providence ” be b----- ; “ Providence”

Evil
team ! 1
isnt,y f'Eey want Mr. McKenna out there.

People re^g‘ons weeklies discovers that a great many 
tianu 1D *“ ese days think that thoy do not believe in Chris- 
Ittsral W len ^ e  real truth is that they do not behove its 
startij historical interpretation. There is nothing
tuodc;. f  a  new ahout this deliverance, and all it means is that 
a9hamn i “ onght has made many Christians more or less 
histori" |f. on‘y Christianity that has ever existed. If 
it? lfĈ Christianity is not genuino Christianity, what is 
Nothin , laa never yet existed, why claim anything for it ? 
inotnem ??n'd he more ridiculous than to elaborate one 
WorM t benefits that Christianity has given to the 
Churc'ht0 dw®E upon the value of this Church and that 
did notVaQd ^lcn turn round and say that these ChurcheB 
existed teac^ Christianity, and that Christianity has never 
?bat C h S S ‘_?? the mind of an enthusiast here and there, 
it ha8 . lriatianity will do great things in the future because 
sitior, °n6 8reat things in the past is an intelligible propo- 
has h ith ^ 4 t0 ar8ne that it will do great things because it 
a " iib | ° done nothing is a form of reasoning that it takes 

ral Christian to appreciate.

Potation*86’ ' 4 may b° said that it is all a matter of inter- 
*hethet a“ d with we agree. And it remains this 
twentieth aro dealing with the first century or the 
pretation '■ say that Christianity is a matter of inter- 
and th„ Is only to say that there is a doctrine and a man, 
ThoSo v,i,i0yiner ' 8 what tho latter understands it to be. 
'vho had th V6d a*‘ beginning of the Christian era, and 
tnont in n- advantage of living in an intellectual environ- 
st°od Christian doctrines were fashioned, under-
hell, ¡u V a n i t y  to involve a belief in a literal heaven and 
blent, an̂ i 8 aud devils, in miracles and vicarious atone- 
8eber’allva a- nutQher of other things that are now very 
a°d in t| rele.°ted. That was the original interpretation, 
that ruled ** was an essential part of the Christianity 
°®e*ed r, iH6 World. Afterwards other interpretations were 
but entirel ) *° a better understanding of that religion,
ph&nged u y ,e the need of squaring Christianity with its 
lnterptetaf ° W °dge and sentiments. The twentieth century 
Process Christianity is another stage of the same
B®e some nt *̂ 0 pastime of such as have wit enough to 
.c.0UraDe n . faults of the old creed, but who lack the 
de Up0  ̂ j 16 *nsigbt, or both, to base their philosophy of 

odern knowledge and needs.

tession’ tdu8 ^n.mneri the Liverpool murderer, made a con- 
the Bishop of Liverpool, who confirmed him as a

Mdlle. Gaby Deslys, tho famous comedienne, has lost her 
pet monkey. Will she now adopt a tame clergyman ?

Professor T. W. Gregory has assured the Royal Geo 
graphical Society that the earth is not drying up. The 
same thing may be said of the popular preachers.

During a recruiting week at Glasgow the clergy were 
asked to preach special sermons to enlist the sympathies of 
their congregations. As the majority of worshipers are 
women, we cannot see how that could help the Territorial 
Forces, unless it is proposed to raise regiments of amazons.

The following is from the Montreal correspondent of the
Daily News (Feb. 26) :—

“ Colonel Samuel Hughes, the Dominion Minister of 
Militia and Defence, has provoked a lively discussion by 
expressing the opinion in a public speech that more wars are 
caused by clergymen than by soldiers. The Minister, who 
declares that he has nothing to retract, says that he did not 
suggest that all ohurohmen were quarrelsome or aggressive, 
but merely called attention to the fact that more contro­
versies have been caused by religious differences than by 
disputes on any other subject.”

The black army don't have it all their own way, after all ; 
not even in Catholic Montreal.

A play on the Biblical subject of Samson and Delilah has 
been produced in Berlin. In England, we fear, its career 
would be as short as Samson’s hair after the lady had used 
the scissors.

Canon Rawnsley has left his self-imposed censorship of 
literature for the moment, and is busying himself with tho 
tone of the picture exhibitions. He quotes some American 
teachers as saying that some pictures contain incitements 
to grossness, illicit passion, and homicide. The Canon ought 
to train his guns on the Old Testament, which children are 
compelled to read, and which contains many stories that 
dare not be filmed.

Apparently the Christian Commonwealth has only just 
discovered the famous— or infamous— Sight o f Hell, a 
Roman Catholic manual for the use of children and young 
persons. Anyway, its issue for February 25 contains a 
description of the pamphlet, with some expressions of 
opinion about it. It says that the book is 11 a vile produc­
tion, and ought to be suppressed by law. It must poison 
the mind, vitiate the moral sense, distort the vision, pervert 
the judgment of any child or young person who has tho 
misfortune to read it.” We are not fond of suppressing 
publications by law, otherwise we quite agree with the 
Commonwealth writer’s opinion of the pamphlet. It is a 
horrible publication ; it must have a bad effect on all who 
are influenced by it—save in the direotion of laughter. 
Only we would beg the Commonwealth to restrain its indig­
nation for awhile, and remember that it is a Christian pub­
lication—written by Christians for Christians and pro­
claiming what is the best attested of all Christian doctrines.

Let us keep before our minds the fact that for hundreds 
of years the Christian Churches preached this doctrine 
without the slightest suspicion that it was either untrue or 
evil. Some of the greatest writers and preachers in the 
history of Christianity taught it, in much the same languago 
of the Sight o f  Hell, down to our own day. There is 
nothing in it, for example, worse than Spurgeon taught. 
Let us grant that it poisons the mind, vitiates the moral 
sense, and perverts the judgment; grant all this, and you 
at once frame a splendid indictment against the whole of 
historic Christianity. No Freethinker could say more; it 
is, indeed, only repeating what Freethinkers have said and 
have been denounced for saying. Then let the Christian 
Commonwealth reflect on the probable consequence of this 
poisonous, demoralising doctrine, taught generation after 
generation as beyond question, and try to calculate how 
much Christianity is responsible for coarsening and bru­
talising human character. And when it realises this—and 
if it does not it should apologise to the author of the pam­
phlet in question—then let it apologise for all its nauseous, 
sentimental claptrap about the sweetening and purifying 
influence of the Christian creed.
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It is all right. Americans may take heart. Dr. R. F. 
Horton recently paid America a visit, and while there he 
found out what Americans were created for. The idea 
“  stole ”  into his mind that the responsibility for saving the 
world “  did not, after all, rest upon the effete nations of the 
Old World, but was being entrusted to the vital forces of 
the New.” Then, he says, “  a great sigh of relief seemed to 
go up from my heart.”  We are glad Dr. Horton gained this 
relief, but it seems rather rough on the “  effete nations of 
the Old World.”  Hitherto, we have taken it for granted 
that this peculiar privilege of saving the world was reserved 
for the British Empire. That is why we have annexed so 
large a part of the earth’s surface, solely to carry out our 
spiritual mission. Now it seems that we are to make way 
for America. It looks a bit rough on the Old World, but 
now we know, at least, why America exists.

Dr. Horton says they have one great advantage in 
America, which is religious equality. By this he means 
that they have no established Church. This is true, and so 
far there is equality between Christian sects. But it is not 
equality of religion that profits a nation, but equality of 
opinion. And America has not that yet. The legal dice are 
loaded in America against the Freethinker as they are else­
where. But we daresay that Dr. Horton would take that as 
one of the proofs that Cod has designed America for a great 
spiritual work.

Rev. T. F. Bull, of Southsea, is a cleric of the good old 
sort. He writes that he is convinced “ the growing laxity 
and demoralisation of civilised nations is due not to 
ignorance but to knowledge,”  and he warns reformers 
against thinking themselves wiser than God. We are not 
sure that there is a growing laxity and demoralisation. 
Manners change, and a change is often enough thought to be 
bad mainly because it is different from what we are accus­
tomed to. All the same, Mr. Bull is a type of cleric that is 
becoming rare, and we salute him accordingly.

Mr. H. G. Wells has been giving his impressions of 
Russia. He says that in Russia he felt himself for the first 
time in a Christian country. The people—he is referring, 
of course, to what are called “ the masses ”—he says, are 
organically religious. We quite believe him. And those 
who know the state of Russia have not been slow to connect 
it with the hold religion has on the people. Were Russia a 
little less Christian it might easily be a little more civilised. 
The misgovernment of the people has been made possible 
by their eight centuries of religious dragooning, and the 
power of religion must be broken before liberty can be 
secured or progress made sure.

Referring to Mr. H. G. Wells’ remark that were Nelson 
alive to-day he would not “ be given the ghost of a chance 
of putting his gifts at his country’s service ” because of his 
relations with Lady Hamilton, the puritanical Daily News 
says that “ there is no profession outside the Church in 
which conventional immorality is to-day the slightest bar to 
success.” Our Nonconformist contemporary has soon for­
gotten Dilke and Parnell, who were both men of Nelsonian 
morals. ____

A correspondence has been going on in the Times on the 
subject of whether death is painful or not. The general 
opinion is that it is usually painless, which we can quite 
believe. Acute pam is generally a characteristic of acute 
vitality rather than the reverse. In normal cases death 
occurs when the body has been worn out by disease, and 
the capacity for feeling is therefore at its lowest point. 
The spasmodic actions that take place on the approach of 
death are more often than not in the nature of reflex action, 
and have very small psychological significance. It is a pity 
that so much religious legend should have gathered round 
the fact of death, and very often deliberately manufactured 
for religious gain.

The religious comments upon this painlessness of death 
are, as usual, amusing. The Church Family Newspaper 
has the usual fatuous remark about pain serving a useful 
purpose, and explains the painlessness of death by saying 
that “ when death is inevitable pain ceases to have an edu­
cative value, and therefore death is unaccompanied by pain.” 
Now, bearing in mind the fact that when death is painless 
it is probably because so much pain has already been expe­
rienced, the stupidity of the comment seems fairly complete. 
Let anyone consider in how many illnesses death is preceded 
by months of pain, and they will appreciate the value of 
the above quoted comment. Even if it were granted—what 
is not always true—that pain educates, what education is 
there in one suffering for months and then dying ? Ob­

viously the only possible education here would be if the 
patient recovers. But when the patient dies ? Of course, 
there are the people who are left alive, and the believer in 
God may argue that the patient suffers to educate those 
who are well. It would be quite in line with the general 
run of Theistic arguments to put this plea forward. Where 
absurdities are so numerous, one more or less can make 
little difference.

Sir Thomas Dewar has been telling the public of bis big- 
game exploits through the press under the title of 11 Lions 
I Have Met.” Wouldn’t the journalists like to meet tbe 
prophet Daniel and listen to his exploits ?

“  Always a Warm Welcome ” reads an advertisement ^ 
the daily papers. It does not refer to hell, but to a n 
radiator.

“ You pass into Euston Station as into a cathedral tbatj®
to convey you somehow directly to heaven,” says a 
Chronicle scribe. Isn’t it smoky enough to suggest that 
trains go to the other place ?

Mr. A. C. Benson thinks that people are not so certain as 
to what is going to happen to them after death as they we 
in the past ages. Yet 50,000 professional, and as rnany 
amateur, preachers try to tell people the Bible “ trot 
every Sunday. Hell ought not to be “ shut down ” wit 
many “ Btokers.”

For burning a maidservant’s arm with a heated poker, ® 
man was sent to prison for a month with hard labor by t 
Mansfield magistrates recently. Yet there are people w 
profess to believe that the majority of the human race wi 
be subjected to eternal torment in the fires of hell.

Mr. H. G. Wells thinks that the extended use of tk® 
aeroplane will eventually lead to a floating population, 
is, however, curious that the record for aviation belongs 
a Jewish carpenter, who lived twenty centuries ago, aD 
who “ flew ” without a machine.

A magistrate recently stated that it did not pay to jok0 
with a police-constable. Especially when one is a Free' 
thought speaker and the man in blue has no sense of humor-

A new Ingersoll story is going the rounds. Speaking of a 
person of enthusiastic character, but not conspicuous int® ' 
lect, the Colonel said “  he would go to the stake for a prlD" 
ciple under a misapprehension as to the facts.”

A CALIFORNIAN’S PRAYER FOR RAIN.
O Lord of Storms, be good anon,

And vindicate our trust;
Send down thy saving rains upon 

The just and the unjust.
Alike they pray—upon their knees 
Those, and upon their neighbors these.

Behold, thine earth is very dry 
(And similar thy bard)—

We’ve naught to make it lighter lie,
Our very cider’s hard.

Our fields so long have moisture lacked 
They gape. Our preachers, too, are cracked-

They tell us that of righteous men 
The prayers avail, but lo !

They take not their umbrellas when 
To pray for rain they go.

But, Lord, in the resulting show’rs 
Thy saintB are sometimes seen with ours.
We’ve set apart with sweet accord 

A day of gratitude.
(The Spaniard and the turkey, Lord,

Are dissident and rude)—
Our pious hearts are full, but pray 
Take soundings in our wells to-day 1

For next year’s harvest fit our lands—
For grain and grape and peach;

This season’s crops are off our hands— 
Sold, and beyond thy reach.

Lord, from thy creatures turn this woe,
And let it fall on Mexico.
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Mr, Foote’s Engagements

March 22, Manchester.

To Correspondents.
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Mr. Foote’s W0a£ber at Glasgow on Sunday did not damp 
fadienQe andth Cor £bo enthusiasm of the fine morning 
, give him 0 crowded evening audience that assembled 
i?dies were ano£kler welcome after a long absence. Many 
Paisley tv. present, and 11 saints ” came from Kilmarnock, 
Peaces.' Mr m o£ Allan, Dundee, Aberdeen, and other
'avited ne J’urn£)uR presided at both meetings and warmly 
! 6yeralaT of“ e“ bers, in which we hope he was successful 
8uitably £ stlons were asked after the evening lecture and 
asking u vir, SAyered. But when a familiar voice started 
0 Win̂  , at about Capital ? ” everybody knew it was time «P and go borne.

attived in Gl'6** home at 10'30 on Saturday morning, an 
' apon tb6 ra8f ^  a£ 10 30. p.m. It was a long while to t 

b®avy work ° n " ®unday’s lectures were, of course, vei 
q ,asgow ie ' • n Monday there was the journey back froi 

the' (,Vo?l.D"  a£ 10 in the morning and arriving home i 
„8  inroad BeaRy a g°od half of a week gone;
1, n êr, whi°b £'me otherwise available for the Fre 
l  °ote will i,™ su®ers 1° some extent in consequence. M 
m 0ext num°kWeVer' make UP l°r this as far as possible i 
; asgow vinif r' ■, Meanwhile we are glad to state that tl 

any otber Inad0 him rather tired, but did not affect hii 
0 d frienfic, „ ^ ay' The lectures themselves, and meetir 

again did him good.

Mr. Cohen lectures at the Manchester Secular Hall, 
Rusbolme-road, All Saints, to-day (March 8). Both after­
noon and evening subjects should attract large audiences.

The Leamington Chronicle fairly reports Mr. Cohen’s 
lecture before the Literary and Philosophical Society. In 
the editorial notes, however, it rather suggests that the 
Committee was “  had.” It is even hinted that Mr. Cohen’s 
visit was rather a Blight upon Sir Oliver Lodge. Tut, tnt 1 
Sir Oliver Lodge is only Sir Oliver Lodge. He is not every­
body. There were thinkers before he was born, there will 
be thinkers when he is dead, and there are thinkers while 
he is living. This may sound odd in the Midlands, but it is 
true. We have what we hope is a proper respect for the 
Principal of Birmingham University, but when we hear his 
name used to belittle other men’s names, we are inclined to 
say with Hamlet, “  Something too much of this.”

Mr. Lloyd lectures for the West Ham Branch at the 
Workman’s Hall, Stratford, this evening (March 8). The 
local “  saints ” should see the place well filled. They can 
do this by advertising Mr. Lloyd’s visit amongst their friends 
and acquaintances.

The Annual Meeting of the Humanitarian League will be 
held at the Westminster Palace Hotel on Thursday, April 2, 
when the chair will be taken at 7 30 p.m. by Mr. Ernest 
Bell. An address will be given on some points connected 
with the League’s work, and the Annual Report for the past 
year will be submitted for adoption. The business con­
cluded, a conversazione, with a short musical program, will 
follow. Members are invited to attend and bring friends. 
Mr. Foote has often wished to attend the annual meeting, 
and he will make an effort to do so this time.

The National Committee for the Repeal of the Blasphemy 
Laws will hold a public meeting at Essex Hall on Friday
evening, March 20.

The Secular Education League holds its annual Members' 
meeting on Tuesday evening, March 24, in Room I of the 
Caxton Hall. The chair will ba taken at 7.30. This will 
be followed by a public meeting at 8 15. It is hoped that 
Mr. George Greenwood will be able to preside, and the list 
of speakers includes Mr. Halley Stewart, Sir Henry Cotton, 
Lady Byles, Mr. Arthur Henderson, M.P., Rev. Dr. Walter 
Walsh, and Mr. G. W. Foote.

The Rationalist Peace Society holds its Annual Members’ 
Meeting at 167 St. Stephen’s House, Westminster, on 
Thursday evening, March 5, at 8 o’clock. Report and 
Balance Sheet to be presented and Officers elected for the 
ensuing year. This is a very late announcement, but the 
fault is not ours.

We have only space and time for a few lines on the 
English Review for March. We shall give it greater atten­
tion next week. For the present we can only say that it is 
a full number and an excellent number, which we warmly 
commend to our readers’ attention. We may mention the 
editor’s capital article on “ Crime and Punishment ” now, as 
it deals with a passing topic—Mr. Frank Harris’s imprison­
ment.

Mr. W. Heaford writes :—“ In reference to my article of 
March 1 on M. Daanson’s book, Mythes et Legendes, the 
author informs me that the price stated (10 francs) was the 
price for subscribers only before the work was issued. 
M. Daanson’s publishers are, he states, Marcel Riviere et 
Cie, 31 rue Jacob, Paris, and the price of the book is now 
15 francs (or 12s.), post free. It is but fair to our readers to 
put this matter of price right at once. I may add that 
M. Daanson has confirmed my impression that his present 
work is but the synthesis of a larger work. In elaborating 
his theory in definitive form, M. Daanson will devote some 
eight years to further research and classification, and at the 
end of that time he hopes to publish a work in two volumes, 
one on The Origin and Evolution o f  Myths, and the other 
on The Origin and Evolution o f the Jesus Legend."

The Half-Yearly Meeting of the London members of the 
National Secular Society has been arranged for Tuesday, 
March 24, at Chandos Hall, Maiden-lane, Charing Cross. 
The production of a card of membership is sufficient to 
obtain admission. Members desiring to introduce any 
particular business should give previous notice to Miss 
Yance, the N. S. S. secretary. The chair will be taken, of 
course, by Mr. G. W. Foote.
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The Church and Literature.—III.

(Concluded from p. 140.)
J u s t  three centuries ago Pope Sixtus Y . finally 
organised a special “  Congregatio Indici,” which is 
still in operation, and whioh, besides publishing a 
list of prohibited books the writing, printing, pub­
lishing, distribution, reading, lending, or having 
possession of any of which is visited with excom­
munication, publishes also an Index Librorum 
Expurgandorum—a list of books which may be read 
after being expurgated and freed from certain offen­
sive passages. In the words of Milton, they “  rake 
through the entrails of many an old good author, 
with a violation worse than any that could be offered 
to his tomb.”

The latest edition of the Index Librorum Prohi- 
bitorum on the reference shelves of the British 
Museum Library is dated Rome, 1877. A later one 
has been issued by the present Pope. It gives a list 
of over a thousand names of persons, from Abaelardus 
to Zwinghus, whose workt must be avoided by the 
faithful. The work is a ouriosity from many points 
of view. Thus it contains the name of Erasmus 
Darwin, but the works of his more famous grandscn 
are apparently unknown. Many of the works of the 
heresiarohs are not enumerated, but havs simply the 
words opera omnia, so that it is an offence to read 
even an ordinary letter by these authors. The list 
of works deemed objectionable by the Church con­
tains some of the most eminent names in every 
department of literature. Our historians are repre­
sented by such men as Hume, Gibbon, Robertson, 
Hallam, and even Oliver Goldsmith. Among foreign 
historians Maeohiavelli, Guicciardini, Raynal, Sis- 
mondi, Botta, Mosheim, and Ranke are interdicted. 
Philosophy is represented by the most illustrious 
names : Occam, Bruno, Bacon, Campanella, Pom- 
ponatius, Hobbes, Descartes, Bayle, Pascal, Leibnitz, 
Locke, Voltaire, Rousseau, Helvetius, Comte, Hegel, 
Kant, Fichte, Y. Cousin, and Vera. J. S. Mill is 
catalogued as Stuart, not for his Logic or Essays, but 
for his Political Economy. Archbishop Wbateley’s 
Elements of Logic is forbidden. Hume is inserted 
both as Mr. Hume for his Essays, and as David 
Hume for his History of England and opera omnia. 
Addison is down for his Tours in Italy, Swift for his 
Tale of a Tub, Lord Chesterfield for hia Letters to his 
Son. That exceedingly chaste novel, Pamela, is in­
terdicted, although, apparently, the Congregation of 
the Index do not know the name of its author, 
Samuel Richardson. Among novelists are George 
Sand, Balzac, Soulié, Merger, and Flaubert. Poets 
are represented by Ariosto, Petrarch, Milton, La 
Fontaine, Lessing, Lamartine, Béranger, Cardueci, 
and Heine. Shelley and Burns are apparently un­
known to the Congregation. Dants has the honor 
of a place, not for his epic, but for his treatise, De 
Monarchia, in which he argues against the Pope’s 
temporal power. Hugo is catalogued for his Nôtre 
Dame, not for his Torquemada or Religions and Religion. 
Among theologians one finds, of course, the names 
of Wiclif, Hus, Luther, Melancthon, Calvin, Servetus, 
Sherlock, Tillotson, and Michaelis. The critical 
works of such learned Catholics as Father Simon 
and Dupin are interdicted, as are also Fenelon’s 
Maxims of the Saints, the complete works of Molinos, 
and the reconciliations of Bordas-Desmoulins.

Of the Freethinkers, of course, all works are 
excluded as far as known. In the oase of Voltaire 
an attempt seems to have been made to enumerate 
his objeotionable works, but it does not exhibit much 
bibliographical knowledge. The well-known works of 
Dupuis, Volney, and Pigault Le Brun are inserted, 
as well as the treatise on Religion by Benjamin 
Constant, and the modern works of Rénan, Strauss, 
Péyrat, Jules Soury, Baissao, Larroque, and Jaoolliot. 
The numerous translations of Draper’s Conflict of 
Religion and Science, and Biiohner’s Force and Matter, 
have got those works inserted in the Index ; but there 
is no mention of important Freethought works best

known in England, possibly because it is understo 
that all works coming from heretics are forbidden.

There are also upon the Index a number of ,^or 
such as most fathers would keep from their childre • 
Rabelais, Boccaooio, and others, of course, are ther ■ 
Among the smuttiest collections are the w0!rs,. 
Aretino, who was a Cardinal’s favorite, and 
Facetice of Poggio, who was apostolical secretary 
three popes. These are inserted, although, in seve 
editions, Poggio is carefully concealed under t 
name of “ Florentines ” ; but we miss the works 0 
Abbe Brantome and others only too well known i 
the Churob. , ■,

In addition to the published list of prohibits 
literature, bishops and priests are supposed to exer­
cise a censorship over the reading of those un”f 
their charge. Peignot, in his “ Dictionary of tn 
principal works which have been committed to th 
flames,” gives a ridioulous instance of the way >n 
which this has sometimes been carried out. i*0 
says:—

“ In Styria the censorship of books is carried on 10 
singular style, and one which shows that the functio 
in Austrian states is not confided to very enlightens 
men. In the year vi, [i.e, 1798] one of these censor  ̂
condemned as heretical two books, of which one w 
entitled Principles o f  Trigonometry, and the other t 
Destruction o f  Insects. The censor thought Trig® 
nometry was closely related to the Trinity, upon wbio 
it is forbidden to write ; and took Insects for Jesuits.

Let not Protestants lay the flattering unotion to 
their souls that it is the Catholic Church alone that 
has made war upon literature. Penal laws again0 
the full expression of opinion are yet in f°r0® 
in every Protestant country. Many heretic0
works have been burnt by the common hangman and
summarily suppressed both in England and Germany1 
In the reign of Elizabeth the Independents had to 
have a private travelling printing press to isso® 
their Marprelate tracts. Among works pnblioy 
burnt were all the early Unitarian and Deisti0 
pamphlets, John Milton’s Defence of the People °i 
England, and Defoe’s Shortest Way with the Dissenters• 
The works of Servetus were seized by Bishop Gibson, 
and burnt in 1728 ; and the same dignitary sup­
pressed the second volume of Tindal’s Christianity aS 
Old as the Creation. In my Historical Sketches oj 
Freethought in England I have, I believe, adduced 
sufficient evidence that it is to the labors and 
sufferings of the Freethinkers that we are mainly 
indebted for a Free Press, the palladium of oiviH8®1' 
tion.

No doubt, in the palmy days of Christianity, t00 
Church oould claim that such literature as ther0 
was bore the impress of Christian teaching. Tt>0 
only opening for talent was by entering the servi00 
of the Church, and the blighting influence of its 
creeds is evident in all the writings of the Middl0 
Ages, when it has been said there was no suoh thin# 
as philosophy, but only soholastio logic and theology* 
The nature of the Trinity, of the soul; “ whether 
angels in going from place to place move over the 
intermediate space ” — such questions as thes0 
formed the intellectual exercises of the cultured, 
while the mental pabulum of the unlearned oonsiB- 
ted mainly of lying legends of the saints. With 
the renaissance of Pagan learning came a chang0 
for the better; Erasmus, Rabelais, Montaign0, 
Shakespeare, Spinoza, Hobbes, Descartes, Bayl0’ 
and Voltaire found new directions for the human 
mind. Gradually the affairs of this world took 
pre-eminence over those of a speculative world to 

Historical criticism, directed at first tooome.
“ profane ”  matters, gradually trenched upon tb0 
domain of Jewish records labelled “  sacred.”  Scienc0, 
ascertaining more and more of the workings of 
nature and of the immutability of law, has gradually 
displaced “  Providence ” ; and literature, despite tb0 
oopious publication of unheeded sermons, become0 
ever more and more secular in its character. Theo­
logy, which a few centuries ago commanded the 
attention of the highest minds, is now left to 
rhetoricians like Farrar or charlatans like Cook.
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The world is beginning to give m?r® list 0£ the 
opinions of the most insignificant lou^  ith the 
present than to the united pulpit speaking 
voice of a discredited Church of the pasr.

(The late) J. M. WHBELEB.

Aphrodite and Adonis.
The religious beliefs of all primitive peoples appear
0 have been greatly influenced by the constantly 

«banging phenomena of the seasons. Ever at the 
mer°y of the elements, early savage races were 
?8Ver without warning of their entire dependence on

ceaseless alterations which the rolling years dis- 
cl°aed. The wintry blast, the fallen snow, the bare 

withered vegetation, the frozen rivulet and lake, 
6 soarcity or disappearance of animal life with the 

oparting summer, each and all conspired to impress 
pon prehistoric man his utter impotence while 
'aw w*nter’s cold embrace.

D, Ahere is much reason to believe that at an early 
>  of man’s development the idea was almost 
jnversally entertained that the flight of summer 
JBht be stayed by the influences of magic art.
1  u is Positive evidence that among many races 
“Pells were recited and ceremonies conducted to 
JHiae the sun to shine, the rain to fall, the animals
8 abound, and the earth to give forth her fruits, 
ois cultural stage was to some extent succeeded by 

another. i~ - --------— —  -■

?rre8tedbelief by the potent spells of magic alone. A
uuned arose that higher and greater powers deter 
8Qtt( ^be coming of spring, the sweetness ol 
ness tinted robes of autumn, and the dark-

of
Oess^81’̂ 8 ^ubod robes of autumn, and the dar 
decay8 f ocdd of winter. The development and 
aoinisl ^ arjk life, the scarcity or abundance of 
re£arrl ?r^an*sms> now came to be more and more 
0re a t i aS r*a*nS aDd declining powers of divine
Who r8S Pa8sed from youth to old age, and
tB°rtalsVe offspring like common human

Natm111 *̂ra°t magical exertion over the forces of 
a°d p0’ej*en ûrned their attention towards the gods 
strove*88680?8 fbey had themselves created, and 
®ict w*fh a88*8̂  these divine creatures in their con- 
decay *v. the dark and sinister powers of death and 
to r6p was therefore essential to do something 
^hen ** , declining powers of the deities, and 
fesurr *•** *key Pa88®d unto death to secure their 
tnagicG] 1011 *rom the grave. All the world over, 
that b ?erem°nies are based on the assumption 
ruent Zq,1Qltda*ang the end desired its acoomplish- 
rurai 1 be effected. There is in all probability no 
area in h 10*5 *n Western Europe—the most oivilised 
Hot n t88 World—in which these superstitions are 
extenf°fimorijy oredited to this very hour. The 
in jg ?° which these primitive beliefs prevail, even 
the A and> ia well illustrated in Hardy’s Return of 

S0 fj've and Wessex Tales.
and c F aS re8ear°b has hitherto disclosed, the rites 
been 8reiPoni0B designed to assiet the gods have 
oonnfr-)W8er? more elaborately observed than in the 
In E»188f Ŵ io^ environ the Eastern Mediterranean.

and Western Asia the birth, decay, and^ iv a io f 
i

®£°det^?5ern divinit'y. were all gods of this kind
e » ' !  ^ * 8  r f l p f l i ' / l  O i l  n n n n n a n . ' n  «  f  Vi n  rv> t t a v t t  V \ n f  ì  V

as divi .amEQâ  an  ̂vegetable life were personified
^doniB a h -8 who died and ro8e from the grave- 
a morn’ A™8’ Osiris, and Tammuz, not to mention

mrecorded concerning ^ “ ¿ y ^ ’tbe god 
substance they are the same, a® nthers.
Adonis will in reality embrace tne the story of

To the student of Greek litera ^  Shakespeare s 
Adonis has long been famili&r> em 0f deathlessJenns and Adonis” we possess ap ^  Greek soil.
unarm. But Adonis was not doi worshiped by 
Uuder the name of Tammuz be w ^  Babylonia 
“be Semitio inhabitants of _ »y reece. 
centuries before his entrance m

“  The true name of the deity was Tammuz: the 
appellation of Adonis is merely the Semitic 1 Adon,’ 
lord, a title of honor by which his worshipers addressed 
him. In the Hebrew text of the Old Testament the 
same name Adonai, originally perhaps Adoni, ‘ my lord,’ 
is often applied to Jehovah. But the Greeks, through 
a misunderstanding, converted the title of honor into a
proper name.......We first meet with Tammuz in the
religious literature of Babylon. He there appears as 
the youthful spouse or lover of Ishtar, the great mother 
goddess, the embodiment of the reproductive energies 
of nature. The references to their connection with 
each other in myth and ritual are both fragmentary and 
obscure, but we gather from them that every year 
Tammuz was believed to die, passing away from the 
cheerful earth to the gloomy subterranean world, and 
that every year his divine mistress journeyed in quest 
of him 1 to the land from which there is no returning, 
to the house of darkness, where dust lies on door and 
bolt.’ During her absence the passion of love ceased 
to operate; men and beasts alike forgot to reproduce 
their kinds : all life was threatened with extinction.” *

So necessary was the goddess to the world of life 
that the great god Ea sent a messenger to restore 
Ishtar to the light of day. The difficulties of the 
lower regions overcome, Istar returns to earth, pre­
sumably with her loved Tammuz, and with their 
reappearance Nature resumes her garment of fer­
tility. In some of the Babylonian hymns the death 
of Tammuz is deeply deplored, and he is compared 
with the plants that quiokly die. His untimely 
death was commemorated with sad ceremonial every 
year, and the object of these observances was to 
awaken the god from the slumber of death. The 
legend of Adonis finds a fuller expression in Greek 
literature than in the Babylonian fragments that 
have so far been deciphered.

In the Greek myth the maiden Symrna had grown 
cold in her devotion towards the goddess Aphrodite, 
and was cursed by the angry divinity with an un­
natural desire for her father. This pari of the myth 
bears some resemblance to the story of Lot’s ohaste 
daughters, as Symrna was not above the praotic 
of deceit in order to secure her desireB. Assisted by 
a nurse, she succeeded in sharing her father’s oouoh 
without being known to him. When he discovered 
his daughter’s sin he determined to slay her; but 
she esoaped, and when nearly captured she implored 
the gods to make her invisible. They were moved 
by her tears, and transformed her into a tree. At 
the end of nine months the tree opened, and Adonis 
was delivered, Aphrodite was so smitten by the 
loveliness of the child that she hid it in a chest, 
which she entrusted to Persephone’s care. When, 
however, Persephone discovered the beauty of the 
treasure entrusted to her keeping she refused to part 
with it. After an angry dispute, the case was carried 
to the court of Zeus, and the great divinity decided 
the difficulty by declaring that for four months of 
each year Adonis should be free to himself, that for 
an equal period he should dwell with Persephone, 
and that during the remaining four months he should 
remain with Aphrodite. Adonis, however, elected to 
live with Aphrodite during his period of freedom, and 
thus was with her eight months of the year. After­
wards the beautiful youth met his death from the 
wound inflicted during the chase by the ferooious 
wild boar. When we remember that Aphrodite was 
the goddess of love, and Persephone the divinity of 
death, it becomes obvious that the contest between 
the two deities for the possession of Adonis per­
sonifies the struggle between summer and winter for 
supremacy.

The attributes and character of Aphrodite—the 
Greek equivalent of the Roman Venus—naturally 
excited the affections of Adonis. She was the 
divinity of love and beauty. Sprung from the foam, 
she was the personification of the procreative pro­
cesses of Nature and the begetter of all living 
things. During the combat of Typhon with the gods, 
Aphrodite metamorphosed herself into a fish, and 
this denizen of the deep to the Greeks was the pos­
sessor of the greatest powers of feoundity. Zens

* Golden Bough, Part IV., pp. 6, 7.
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asserted that she ought to occupy herself with mar­
riage celebrations and wedding feasts. The beauty 
and gracefulness of Aphrodite were beyond compare, 
and Paris awarded her the prize for loveliness. 
The myrtle, rose, apple, and poppy were sacred to 
her. Winged creatures were her messengers and 
chariot-drawers—the swan, the swallow, the sparrow, 
and the dove. The ram and the tortoise were espe­
cially associated with her worship, and sacred to the 
goddess were the planet Venus and the month of 
April. The characteristics of Persephone, her great 
adversary, were, on the other band, those of gloom 
and darkness. Syria and Cyprus were leading centres 
of the worship of Adonis, and both on the mainland 
and in the island the cult long flourished. In Syria 
a great sanctuary of Aphrodite or Astarte stood at 
a spot on Mount Lebanon, a day’s journey from 
Bybins.

“  The spot was probably Aphaoa, at the source of the 
river Adonis, haif-way between Byblus and Baalbec; 
for at Aphaoa there was a famous grove and sanctuary 
of Astarte which Constantine destroyed on account of 
the flagitious character of the worship. The site of the 
temple has been discovered by modern travellers near 
the miserable village which still bears the name of 
Afker, at the head of the wild, romantic, wooded gorge 
of the Adonis.”

This is one of the loveliest landscapes in the world, 
and it was upon this sacred spot that, according to 
the tradition, Adonis encountered Aphrodite for the 
first and. final time, and here his mangled corpse was 
consigned to mother earth. “ A fairer scene oould 
hardly be imagined for a story of tragic love and 
death.” In ancient times this splendid valley was 
sacred to Adonis, and broken weather-worn monu­
ments still remain to testify to the piety of his wor­
shipers. One of these records is at Ghineh, where 
a huge rock is carved with the forms of Adonis and 
his mistress. Adonis is represented awaiting the 
onrush of a boar, while Aphrodite is reclining in an 
attitude of grief.

“  Every year, in the belief of his worshipers, Adonis 
was wounded to death on the mountains, and every 
year the face of nature itself was dyed with his sacred 
blood. So year by year the Syrian damsels lamented 
his untimely fate, while the red anemone, his flower, 
bloomed among the cedars of Lebanon and the river 
ran red to the sea, fringing the winding shores of the 
blue Mediterranean, whenever the wind set inshore, 
with a sinuous band of crimson.”

A sanctuary of Aphrodite at Paphos, in Cyprus, is 
one of the most celebrated. Whether reared to the 
worship of that goddess or to older deities, it was of 
extreme antiquity. In this instance, as in so many 
others, the names of the gods were changed, but the 
ideas underlying their worship remained immutable. 
The image of the goddess was a simple white cone, 
and the phallic ceremonies which attended her wor­
ship distinguish her as the divinity of motherhood 
and fertility. The sacred image was anointed with 
oil on certain solemn occasions, and “  To this day,” 
as Dr. Frazer says,

“ the old custom appears to survive at Paphos, for * in 
honor of the Maid of Bethlehem, the peasants of 
Kuklia anointed lately, and probably still anoint each 
year, the great corner stones of the ruined temple of 
the Paphian goddess. As Aphrodite was supplicated 
once with cryptic rites, so is Mary entreated still by 
Moslems as well as Christians, with incantations and 
passing through perforated stones, to remove the curBe 
of barrenness from Cypriote women, or increase the 
manhood of Cypriote men.’ Thus the ancient worship 
of the goddess of fertility is continued under a different 
name. Even the name of the old goddess is retained 
in some parts of the island; for in more than one 
chapel the Cypriote peasants adore the Mother of Christ 
under the title of Panaghia Aphroditessa.”

The resemblances to the legend of the Nazarene 
contained in the story of Adonis are certainly sug­
gestive. Whether Jesus is to be regarded as an 
historical character or not, there can be little doubt 
that the main outlines of his story have been built 
up out of similar materials to those that went to 
fashion the myths and legends of Adonis, Attis, 
Osiris, and various other Oriental divinities.

T. F. P a l m e b .

Human Filth.

A MISERABLY cold wind was blowing from the east, 
a penetrative damp wind, with an unjoyful trait of 
discovering and assailing all the most susceptible 
parts of your body. A fortnight’s rain had turned 
the road and pathway into thick mire. Darkness of 
the quality that miraculously descended from the 
land of light that people name Paradise, upon Jeru­
salem on a famous occasion, engulfed us, makiDg 
the travelling heavier and more wearisome.

We were trudging along bravely, keeping up our 
spirits with visions of a cheery fire and an appetising 
supper in a eosy room, within an hour’s time, when, 
on turning a bend, something white seemed to gleam 
in the grass by the pathside. My companion stum­
bled against some obstruction, and nearly fell. She 
gave a startled exclamation of fear, and through me 
flashed the unpleasant sensation that tells of sudden 
fright. For a second there was the shook of suspen­
ded consciousness. For a second I was a savage in 
the blackness of a primeval forest. For a second I 
unconsciously awaited the unknown terror.

In the piercingly brilliant rays of the eleotrio 
lamp we saw the most pitiable, perhaps the ugliest, 
sight we have ever seen. Lying outstretched in the 
wet grass was the body of a woman. From the 
waist downwards her only garments were a pair of 
torn, bedraggled skirts and a pair of equally ragged 
stockings. This paucity of garments, when the 
night was so bitterly cold, in itself, made us shiver, 
and feel as if tears would be a relief. Her limbs 
were splashed with mire, ugly blotohes of mud on 
the white flesh, that burned into the brain, and 
made ns siok. In one place there was a deep, red 
tinge that meant blood. A beautiful statue defiled 
would evoke resentment in the least artistic sense ; 
but those unsightly, horrible splashes of mud on the 
white limbs brought nothing but an all-oonsuming 
despair, and a pity as sorrowful as the utter Jonli- 
ness of her death. Pity and repulsion struggled 
hard for mastery, and repulsion won; for they were 
as ugly as death—as repulsive.

The upper portion of her body was wrapped in a 
wet shawl, half covering her head. Her hair was 
loose, and damp, and stringy. Round her neek was 
a circlet of red beads. When I removed the shawl 
from her hsad I noticed that the rats and weasel® 
had already feasted on the flesh of her faoe.

Qaiekly I put the lamp in my pooket and let the 
shawl drop over the hideous spectacle; but it was 
too late ; for my companion clutched me nervously 
by the arm, saying in a choking voice, “ Come on ! 
Come on ! I feel siek.”

Hastily I pulled the poor body into the hedge» 
arranged the skirts, and laid an overcoat on top for 
protection against hungry animals. Then we resumed 
our tramp in silence, eaeh engrossed with our own 
thoughts, towards home, and all the invaluable 
comforts home entails.

There was no sleep that night. My mind returned» 
in time, to a sermon I heard in my boyhood days, a 
powerful sermon by a powerful preacher. “ Mary 
Magdalene ” it was entitled. I remember it well. I 
remember the solemn stillness that filled the church 
and acted upon us as the religionist imagines the 
Holy Spirit would influence us. I remember how the 
minister gripped his congregation; how he held them 
by the strength of his words. I remember the emo­
tion lights and shadows that sped rapidly over the 
faces of my friends. I remember the glowing per­
oration about the cleansing, redeeming, revitalising 
blood of Jesus. And I remember my sareastio com­
ments when the sermon was afterwards applauded. 
And I am still unrepentant.

With the vision of the lonely woman, lying out 
there in the cold on the wet grass, before my eyes in 
the darkness of the room, I was sorry I had not been 
able to speak more strongly. With the knowledge oi 
the tragedy of her death, the awfulness of her con­
dition, and the hateful position she occupied io 
Humanity’s life, I wished, with a savage longing, I
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had been born a Shakespeare, a Shelley, a Voltaire* 
Uobefriended, unoared-for, dying like a dog left 
hroken-limbed in a ditch, human filth that she was 
in the estimation of society, yet she represented, for 
Ine' the dark side of the clond of Christianity.

Never needs religion ask for more proof of its 
inonstrous failnre while she and snch as she live and 

'̂0. Contrast her existence with the social power 
religion. Reckon its secular power by its 

churches, its priests, its communicants. Gauge the 
cpportunity ever before religion by the wealth, the 
position, the strength of its friends. Add the Gen­
tries of its life. Multiply the total by the omni- 
Potency that religion professes to have as its chief 
'ever, aB its principal justification. And the abject- 
cess of its dominion is of such a miserable degree 
ĥ y °u  cannot even laugh.

What mattered all their sublimely beautiful words, 
a i their glorious perorations, all their throbbing 
references to a sympathetic Jesus ? What mattered 
heir wonderful language, their divine example, their 

Verbal obedience to the commands intrinsic in that 
example ? What mattered their influence, their 
Power, their opportunity ? They, these apostles of 

hrist, even the best of them, spoke plenty. _
™he people came forth from the pews, and their 

Sensitive hearts were touched with divine pity, anc. 
heir eyeB were moist with the God-given tears of 

Celling sympathy for the woman of whom their Lord 
Master was not ashamed. And out in the cold, 

^crkness, on the wet grass, the modern Mary 
Magdalene was lying, her hody exposed to the rain
&nh wind, and providing a meal for rats and 
teasels.
q ,l8hen to the pastors’ championship of the love of 
Chr; ^heir joy at finding Christ, to the power of 
of ifl8tlapity, to its achievements, to the necessity 
rea, 8 existence for the safety of society, and all the 
tho -°* *ke priestly lies. The ocean of oratory around 

Oarnacled rocks of its accomplishments, 
b he story of Christ Je3us and Mary Magdalene has 
tnin- t tears to the eyes of thousands, perhaps 

ions ; but Mary still dies, unknown, forsaken, 
aw t 0Tlfc’ hhe pathside of life. The story has 
fea- 6ne  ̂ em°tions by the million; but never a 
dal °na^ 8 ecJeavor to rid the world of its Mag- 
th06ne8' ’̂x’xests and pastors still pray and preach ; 
u ^cclar power of Christianity is still oapable, if 
le h> to move society, almost to unimaginable 
Ch • • I r0iigi°n’a opportunity still remains; the 
ao riatian God, we are informed, still lives; his Son 

the Holy Ghost still influence, we are told, the 
dij5 • an<̂  ^vea °t men! aQd Mary Magdalene still 
Com lQ we »̂ ° °^  Srass by the wayside, her only 

Mpanions the hungry rats and weasels.
R o b e r t  M o r e l a n d .

The “ Face” of God.
“ Wt,uen, by His Grace, I shall look on His face, 
hut T k® ® ory, he Glory for me.”

I think that the question is not out of place : 
ynat sort of a face do you think you will see ?

is all right to sing, but a face is a thing,—
^ boever may own it, though he be by birth 

amt or a sinner, a clod or a king,— 
hat has special regard to the things of this earth.
6 a nose, for example, a feature that’s built 

he •? roce‘ve and expel the material air.
*t straight or retrousse, whatever the tilt,

^  ithout breathing or smelling it’s no business there.
‘ "W hat use would a nose to a spirit be, pray,

Yet a' r breathe, or an odor to smell ?
a face, minus nose, would but scare one away, 
hd what if the face lacked a mouth, Sir, as well ?
a spirit, you’ll say, needs a mouth when it sings.

St t  a rnon*'h without teeth, Sir, would captivate few : 
aks and chops and sea biscuits and similar things 

j  *e for bodies. With spirits they've nothing to do, 
pS °Pen to question if eyes are of use 

r ,or^he light that the substance called ether conveys ; 
rp what will ba said for the eyelids that serve 

0 protect mortal eyes from the sun’s fiercer rays ?

And what useless appendages ears would become 
With no vibrating matter its sound-waves to send ;

For the ear, as we know, from the lobe to the drum,
Has in this useful office its practical end.

Will the Lord be baldheaded and smooth at the chin,
Or will he rejoice in long hair and a beard ?

If he favors a “ Billygoat ”  many will grin,
And if “  sideboards ” are there the effect will be weird.

“ Hold ! ’tis blasphemy, thus to speak lightly of God.”
But the crime is with you, Sir, who sing of his “  face.” 

If the thing as a whole can be thought of at all,
To discuss its formation can be no disgrace.
The fact is, a spirit, whatever it be,
Gan have nothing in common with you, Sir, or me ;
And there’s naught with a face in earth, heaven, or hell, 
That doesn’t possess, Sir, a belly as well.

H. W. T hurlow .

National Secular Society.

R eport o f  M onthly E xecutive M eeting  held on F ee . 26.
The President, Mr. G. W Foote, in the chair. There were 

also present:—Messrs. Baker, Barry, Bowman, Cohen, 
Cowell, Cunningham, Davey, Davidson, Heaford, Judge, 
Moss, Neate, Nichols, Quinton, Roger, Rosetti, Samuels, 
Schindle, Thurlow, Wood, Miss Kough and Miss Stanley.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
confirmed.

The monthly cash statement was presented and adopted.
New members were admitted for the Edmonton Branch 

and the Parent Society.
An application for permission to form a new Branch at 

St. Helens was received; and the conditions having been 
complied with, permission was granted.

The Secretary reported as to arrangements for the 
Summer propaganda.

The usual circular concerning invitations for the Annual 
Conference was ordered to be sent out.

The Secretary reported the result of investigations in a 
case of religions persecution in the Midlands, and it was 
resolved that the Birmingham Branch be thanked for their 
assistance in the matter.

The Secretary was instructed to arrange for the Half- 
Yearly Meeting of London members, early in March.

A communication from the International Freethought 
Bureau was ordered to stand over till next meeting.

Notices of motion for future business were given.
The Secretary reported a highly successful Annual Dinner.

E. M. V ance, Secretary,

Correspondence.

THE LEAMINGTON MEETING.
TO TH E EDITOR OF “  THE FR EE TH IN K ER .”

Sir ,—A crowded meeting at the Café Royal, Leamington, 
on Tuesday, February 24, listened to Mr. Cohen’s lecture on 
“  God and the Soul in the Light of Science.” The lecture 
was in connection with the Leamington Literary and 
Philosophical Society, and had been brought about by Mr. 
F. W. Walsh, one of its members. Mr. Cohen was in very 
fine form, and he was followed by his audience with the 
closest attention. Several members of the Society spoke 
against Mr. Cohen’s views, but their objections were effec­
tively replied to by the lecturer. The best of spirit main­
tained throughout the evening, and, though this was the 
first lecture of its kind under the auspices of the Society, it 
should not be the last in Leamington. Mr. Walsh should 
be very pleased with his effort which brought it about. 
Among the audience were ladies and gentlemen from 
Birmingham and Coventry.

J. P artridge (for F. W. Walsh).

ATHEIST.
TO TH E ED ITO R OF “  TH E F R E E TH IN K E R .”

Sir ,—In your issue of the 1st inst., you refer to an 
editorial footnote to an anonymous letter in the Sentinel, in 
which it was stated that “ even so distinguished a Free­
thinker as the late Charles Bradlaugh never condescended 
to call himself an Atheist.”  This was literally wrong, of 
course, as I perceive upon refreshing my memory by 
reference to my copy of Mrs. Bradlaugh Bonner’s Life ; but 
without entering into details, perhaps you will allow me to 
say that what was really in my mind was that there was a 
considerable distinction between the Atheism of Mr. Brad­
laugh and that of the correspondent calling himself 
“  Atheist,”  to whose letter the footnote was appended 
and that is still my view.

T he E ditor  of the “  S taffordshire Sentinel.”
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Etc.

Notices of Lectures eto., must rsaoh us by first post on Tuesday, 
and be marked “ Lecture Notioe ” if not sent on posioard.

LONDON.
Indoor.

K ingsland B ranch N. S. S. (Mr. Miller’s, 8 Matthias-road, 
Stoke Newington): Monday, March 9, at 8.30, Business Meeting 
—To consider appeal re W. J. Ramsey and other important 
matters.

W est H am B ranch N. 8. S. (Workman’s Hall, Romford-road, 
Stratford, E .) : 7.30, J. T. Lloyd, “  Various Delusions About 
Life.”

Outdoor.
E dmonton B ranch N. S. S. (Edmonton Green): 7.45, J. 

Rowney, a Lecture.
COUNTRY.

I ndoor.
Glasgow Secular Society (North Saloon, City Hall) : Mrs. H. 

Bradlaugh Bonner, 12 noon, “ Britain and Germany” ; 6.30, 
“ The Faith Men Live By.”

Manchester B ranch N. S. S. (Secular Hall, Rusholme-road, 
*11 faints): C. Cohen, 3, “ Religion and the Breeding of a 

'.30, “  God and Morals.”

I’ i LETS. New Issue. I. Christianity a
Stupendoui 3 . T. Lloyd; 2. Bible and Teetotalism, J. M.
Wheeler; 3. Principles of Secularism, C. Watts; 4. Where Are 
Your Hospitals ? R. Ingersoll. 5. Because the Bible Tells Me 
So, W. P. Ball; 6. Why Be Good ? by G. W. Foote. The 
Parson's Creed. Often the means of arresting attention and 
making new members. Price 6d. per hundred, post free 7a. 
Speoial rates for larger quantities. Samples on receipt of 
stamped addressed envelope.—Miss E, M. Vance, N. S. S. 
Secretary, 2 Newoastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C-

THE LATE
CHARLES BRÄDLÄUGH, M.P.

A Statuette Bust,
Modelled by Burvill in 1881. An excellent likeness of the great 
Freethinker. Highly approved of by his daughter and intimate 

oolleagues. Size, 6J ins. by 8§ ins. by 4J ins.
Plaster (Ivory Finish) ... ... 3/-

Extra by post (British Isles); One Bust, 1/-; two, 1/6.

T he P ioneer P ress 2 Newcastle-street. E.C.; or, 
Miss E. M. V ance, Secretary, N. S. S.

All Profits to be devoted to the N. S. S. Benevolent Fund.

America’s Freethoughi Newspaper.
T H E  T R U T H  S E E K E R .

FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT, 1873. 
CONTINUED BY E. M. MACDONALD, 1883-1909.

G. E. MACDONALD ... ^  E d it o r .
L. K. WASHBURN ... E d it o r ia l  C o n t r ib u t o r .

S u b s c r ip t io n  R atbb.
Single subscription in advanoe — —
Two new subscribers ...
One subscription two years in advance ... 5.00

To all foreign countries, except Mexloo, 50 oents per annum extra 
Subscriptions for any length of time under a year, at the rate of 

25 oents per month, may be begun at any time. 
Freethinkers everywhere are invited to send for specimen copied 

which are free.
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY,

Publishers, Dealers in Freethoughi Books,
62 Vkbey Streri, Niw Y ork, U.S.A.

Determinism or Free Will?
By C. COHEN.

Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.

A cleat1 and able exposition of the subject in 
the only adequate light—the light of evolution.

CONTENTS.
I. The Question Stated.—II. “  Freedom ”  and “  Will.” —Ill- 
Consciousness, Deliberation, and Choioj.—IV. Some Alleged 
Consequences of Determinism.—V. Professor James on “  The 
Dilemma of Determinism.”—VI. The Nature and Implications 
of Responsibility.—VII. Determinism and Character.—VIII. A 

Problem in Determinism.—IX. Environment.

PRICE ONE SHILLING NET.
(Postage 2d.)

Ten Piojnsr Pbrss, 2 Newcastle-strest, Farringdon-street, E.C>

T H E  S E C U L A R  S O C I E T Y
(LIMITED)

Company Limited by Guarantee.

Registered Office— 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, E.C. 
Chairman o f Board of Directors— Mr. G. W, FOOTE. 

Secretary—Miss E, M. VANCE,

T his Society was formed in 1898 to afford legal seourity to the 
acquisition and application of funds for Seoular purposes.

Th3 Memorandum of Association sets forth that the Society’s 
Objects are :—To promote the principle that human conduct 
should be based upon natural knowledge, and not upon super­
natural belief, and that human welfare in this world is the proper 
end of all thought and action. To promote freedom of inquiry. 
To promote universal Secular Education. To promote the com­
plete secularisation of the State, eto., eto. And to do all such 
lawful things as are conducive to such objects. Also to have, 
hold, reoeive, and retain any sums of money paid, given, devised, 
or bequeathed by any person, and to employ the same for any of 
the purposes of the Society.

The liability of members is limited to £1, in case the Society 
should ever be wound np and the assets were insufficient to oover 
liabilities—a most unlikely contingency.

Members pay an entrance fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent 
yearly subscription of five shillings.

The Society has a considerable number of members, but a much 
larger number is desirable, and it is hoped that some will be 
gained amongst those who read this announcement. All who join 
it participate in the control of its business and the trusteeship of 
its resources. It is expressly provided in the Articles of Associa­
tion that no member, as such, shall derive any sort of profit from 
the Society, either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in 
any way whatever.

The Society's affairs are managed by an eleoted Board of 
Directors, consisting of not less than five and not more than 
twelve members, one-third of whom retire by ballot) each year,

but are capable of re-eleotion. An Annual General Meeting of 
members must be held in London, to reoeive the Report, elect 
new Directors, and transact any other business that may arise.

Being a duly registered body, the Secular Sooiety, Limited, 
can receive donations and bequests with absolute security. 
Those who are in a position to do ao are invited to make 
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society’s favor in their 
wills. On this point there need not be the slightest apprehension. 
It is quite impossible to set aside suoh bequests. The executors 
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary oourse of 
administration. No objeotion of any kind has been raised in 
connection with any of the wills by whioh the Sooiety baB 
already been benefited.

The Society’s solicitors ar8 Messrs. Harper and Battcock, 23 
Rood-lane, Fenohnroh-street, London, E.O.

A Form of Bequest.—The following is a Buffioient form 
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators;—‘ ‘ I give and
“  bequeath to the Secular Sooiety, Limited, the sum of £ -----
“  free from Legacy Duty, and I direct that a receipt signed by 
“  two members of the Board of the said Sooiety and the Secretary 
“  thereof shall be a good discharge to my Exeoutors for the 
“  said Legacy.”

Friends of the Sooiety who have remembered it in their wills- 
or who intend to do so, should formally notify the Secretary 
the fact, or send a private intimation to the Chairman, who win 
(if desired) treat it as striotly confidential. This is not necessary, 
but it is advisable, as wills Bometimea get lost or mislaid, and 
their contents have to be established by competent testimony.



MiBOH 8, 1914 THE FREETHINKER 159

n a t io n a l  s e c u l a r  s o c ie t y .
President: G. W. FOOTE.

<orotary; Miss E M. V anc» , 2 Newcastle-st. London, E.O.

Sbo Pi'Insiples aad Objects.
an(jDi‘ARISM teaches that conduct should be based on reason 
inte f owkdge. It knows nothing of divine guidance or 
te 1®r®“ 0e! it excludes supernatural hopes and fears; it 
mL i “ aPPiness as man’s proper aim, and utility as his 
tooral guide.
Libe°t a® rms that Progress is only possible through
Seeks *s at once a right and a duty; and therefore
fchrm reiaove every barrier to the fullest equal freedom of 

Se§h ’ action’ and spseoh.
as “aiarism declares that theology is condemned by reason 
^ a i i ^ t i o u s ,  and by experience as mischievous, and 

g 81 as the historic enemy of Progress. 
sPiead a î'Sm ?ccordingly seeks to dispel superstition; to 
mor oducation; to disestablish religion; to rationalise 
•aater' l < to promote peace; to dignify labor; to extend 
the peopl^6^'-being; and to realise the self-government of

An Membership,
toli0̂ . person *s eligible as a member on signing the 

ii j  declaration :—
Pleflo °08‘le to join the National Secular Society, and I 
BrnJ6, Myself, if admitted as a member, to co-operate in 

Noting its objects.”

.190.

Address............ .........,.......................... .
°°oupation ...................................... .

this.............day of......................
with 18 declaration should be transmitted to the Secretary 

8ubsoripti°n.
t£J~'r®y°nd a minimum of Two Shillings per year, every 
hi»01”01 *B to fix his own subscription according to 

^eans and interest in the cause.

Th immediate Practisai Objects.
tho 6 Legitimation of Bequests to Secular or other Free- 
hetefa ^00*eties, for the maintenance and propagation of 
c°udir °X opinions on matters of religion, on the ss 
organ'*1? as apply to Christian or Theistic churches

ij^sations.
rveliaf Volition of the Blasphemy Laws, in order that 
°ut fe0tl rQay be canvassed as freely as other subjects, with- 

Th bno or imprisonment.
Cknr°, disestablishment and Disendowment of the State 

Th i h  ln- Lnw'andi Scotland, and Wales, 
in g ® A°olition of all Religious Teaching and Bible Reading 
by the St^t 01 ° ^ er oducational establishments supported

okddn ° pening °* aii endowed educational institutions to the 
I'll 6A y o u t h  of all classes alike, 

of Suna R a tion  of all laws interfering with the free use 
Suua < ay the purpose of culture and recreation ; and the 
and a °Poning of State and Municipal Museums, Libraries 

A ^  Galleries.
eq^al -ef0?m °f the Marriage Laws, especially to secure 
and f^Bstice f0r husband and wife, and a reasonable liberty 

Th ; hty °f divorce.
that e,, Tualisation of the legal status of men and women, so 

rights way be independent of sexual distinctions, 
froQj ? ,Protection of children from ail forms of violence, and
'ienV®'

foster" Abolition of all hereditary distinctions and privileges, 
bt°therh d Bpirit antagonistic to justice and human

diWmf ^mProverQent by ail jnst and wise means of the con- 
in j. 8 °f daily life for the masses of the people, especially 
dweii^ns and cities, where insanitary and incommodious 
W0akIn" 8' and the want of open spaces, cause physical 

Th pR and disease, and the deterioration of family life. 
¡tSeij6.Prowotion of the right and duty of Labor to organic 

i0r,*f8 m°ral and economical advancement, and of its 
Th q e” a? Protection in such combinations.

^ent ' ubstitution of the idea of Reform for that of Punish- 
loiige-1?  treatment of criminals, so that gaols may no 
but be Peaces of brutalisation, or even of mere detention, 
those a°kS Physical, intellectual, and moral elevation for 

An E f afflicted with anti-social tendencies, 
them f 111 6M‘ 0n of the moral law to animals, so as to secure 

The pmane treatunnt and legal protection against cruelty, 
thtiou , ornotl°n °f Peace between nations, and the substi- 
P^tionai d^rfcltration for War in *be B8**lemen* of inter-

same 
or

Bren, f e §reed of those who would make a profit out of their 
y Mature labor

FREETHOUGHT P U B L I C A T I O N S .

L ib e r t y  a n d  N e c e s s it y . A d argum ent against 
Free Will and in favor of Moral Causation. By David 
Hume. 32 pages, price 2d., postage Id.

T h e  M o r t a l it y  of  t h e  So u l . By David Hume. 
With an Introduction by G. W. Foote. 16 pages, price Id,,
postage id .

An  E s sa y  on Su ic id e . By David Hume. With 
an Historical and Critical Introduction by G. W. Foote, 
price Id., postage id .

F ro m  Ch r is t ia n  P u l p it  to  Se c u l a r  P l a t f o r m .
By J. T. Lloyd. A History of his Mental Development. 
60 pages, price Id., postage Id.

T h e  M a r t y r d o m  o f  H y p a t ia . By M. M. Manga-
sarian (Chicago), 16 pages, price Id., postage id .

T h e  W is d o m  o f  t h e  An c ie n t s . By Lord Bacon. 
A beautiful and suggestive composition. 86 pages, reduced 
from Is. to 3d., postage Id.

A  R e f u t a t io n  o f  D e is m . B y P ercy Bysshe 
Shelley. With an Introduction by G. W. Foote. 32 pages, 
price Id., postage id .

L i f e , D e a t h , a n d  I m m o r t a l it y . By Percy Bysshe 
Shelley. 16 pages, price Id., postage id.

L e t t e r  to  L o rd  E l l e n b o r o u g h . Occasioned by 
the Sentence he passed on Daniel Isaac Eaton as 
publisher of the so-called Third Part of Paine’s Age o f  
Reason. By Percy Bysshe Shelley. With an Introduction 
by G. W. Foote. 16 pages, price Id, postage id

F o o t s t e p s  o f  t h e  P a s t . Essays on Human 
Evolution. By J. M. Wheeler. A Very Valuable Work. 
192 pages, price Is., postage 2id.

B ib l e  St u d ie s  a n d  P h a l l ic  W o r s h ip . By J. M. 
Wheeler. 136 pages, price Is, 6d., postage 2d.

U til it a r ia n ism . By Jeremy Bentham. An Impor­
tant Work. 32 pages, price Id., postage id .

T h e  Ch u r c h  Ca t e c h is m  E x a m in e d . By Jeremy
Bentham. With a Biogrophieal Introduction by J. M. 
Wheeler. A Drastic Work by the great man who, as 
Macaulay said, “ found Jurisprudence a gibberish and left 
it a Science.”  72 pages, price (reduced from Is.) 3d, 
postage Id.

T h e  E s se n c e  o f  R e l ig io n . By Ludw ig Feuerbaoh. 
“  All theology is anthropology.”  Büchner said that “ no 
one has demonstrated and explained the purely human 
origin of the idea of God better than Ludwig Feuerbach.” 
78 pages, price 63, postage Id.

T h e  Co de  o f  N a t u r e . By Denis Diderot, Power­
ful and eloquent. 16 pages, price Id,, postage id .

L e t t e r s  o f  a  Ch in a m a n  on  t h e  M is c h ie f  of
M issionaries. 16 pages, price Id., postage id .

B io g r a p h ic a l  D ic t io n a r y  o f  F r e e t h in k e r s —  
Of All Ages and Nations. By Joseph Mazzini Wheeler. 
355 pages, price (reduced from 7s. 6d.) 3s., postage 4d.

A P h il o s o p h ic a l  In q u ir y  Co n c e r n in g  H u m an
L iberty . By Anthony Collins. With Preface and Anno­
tations by G. W. Foote and Biographical Introduction by 
J. M. Wheeler. One of the strongest defences of Deter­
minism ever written. Paper covers 6d., post Id.

P A M P H L E T S  BY C. C O H E N .

An  Ou tl in e  of E vo lu tio nary  E th ic s . Price 6d.,
postage Id.

Socialism , At h e is m , an d  Ch r ist ia n it y . Price id.,
postage id.

Ch r ist ia n it y  and  Social E th ics . Price Id.,
postage id.

Pain  an d  Pr o vid en c e . Price id., postage fa .

THE PIONEER PRESS,
2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, London, E.C.
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THE BIBLE HANDBOOK
FOR FREETHINKERS AND ENQUIRING CHRISTIANS.

G. W. FOOTE and W. P. BALL.

N E W  A N D  C H E A P E R  E D I T I O N
Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.

W ELL PRINTED ON GOOD PAPER AND WELL BOUND.

In Paper Covers, SIXPENCE —Net.
(Postage  lja .)

In Cloth Covers, ONE SHILLING-Net.
(Postage  2d.)

ONE OF THE MOST USEFUL BOOKS EVER PUBLISHED.
INVALUABLE TO FREETHINKERS ANSWERING CHRISTIANS

THE PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.C.

P I O N E E R  P A M P H L E T S .

Now being issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.

No. I.-B IBLE AND BEER. By G. W. Foote.
FORTY PAGES—ONE PENNY.

Postage: single copy, Jd.; 6 copies, 1 £d.; 18 copies, 3d.; 23 copies, 4d. (parcel post). 

No. II_DEITY AND DESIGN. By C. Cohen.
(A Reply to Dr. Alfred Russel Wallace.)

THIRTY-TWO PAGES—ONE PENNY.
Postage: Single copy, Jd.; 6 copies, 1 Jd.; 13 copies, 2|d.; 26 copies, 4d. (parcel post).

No. I ll_MISTAKES OF MOSES. By Colonel Ingersoll.
THIRTY-TWO PAGES—ONE PENNY.

Postage: Single copy, §d.; 6 copies, l fd . ; 13 oopies, 2|d.; 26 copies, 4d. (parcel post).

IN PREPARATION.

No. IV_CHRISTIANITY AND PROGRESS. By G, W. Foote.

No. V.-MODERN MATERIALISM. By W. Mann.

Special Terms for Quantities for Free Distribution or to Advanced
Societies.
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