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f have the confidence, which began with hope and
strengthens with experience, that humanity is gaining in
the stores of mind, and that the signification of this gift
°f life, that we should leave a better world for our
successors is being understood.—Geoege Meeedith.

Christianity and Force.

is quite in accord with the polioy of the religions
Press that not a word has appeared therein concern-
p S the reported brutalities and massacres by the
Christian powers in the Balkans. They have ex-
pressed regret that Bulgaria cannot agree with its
afe allies, and professed much sorrow over “ this
ratrioidal war "—as though any war could be called
rotherly—but for the rest there has been silence,
have only come across one implied exception to
hjs, and with that I will deal in a moment. Mean-
hile, those who know the readiness with which
founts of massacres are published, when it is a
~-Christian power that is guilty of the crime, will
"Ppreciato the silence in this instance. The truth
3. of course, that the first Balkan War made its
Pritnary and strongest appeal to Christian feelings ;
before this every other consideration was of

~  weight.
1 what Christians in England expected wa3 doubt-
a wholesale conversion from Mohammedanism.
,.ePort8 of such conversions actually appeared.
Gaaers of the Freethinker may remember that, some
co  9back, there were given in the “ Acid Drops”
Q Um08 some quotations from a writer in the
hajisiare World describing how a number of villages
q IL°omo over, practically in a body to Christianity.
8 assured his readers that no foroe was used in the
. ~version, the Mohammedan villagers had simply
qg. hungering for an opportunity to embrace
cl ristianity; doubtless attracted by the nobility of
T Iw ~r oxemphfied among the Balkan Christians.
£7 110 Btory those conversions appeared in the
ac 1V Telegraph of July 17, in connection with an
acc’°nt of the new “ Bulgarian Atrocities.” The
sti from a statement by Mohammedans of
j~nding, countersigned by several Bulgarian priests,
oon rePort states that, first of all, the Bulgarians
verted the mosque into a church. This was at

thnlran’ Praao of the reported conversions. Some
°sands of people were also slaughtered.
‘The Mussulmans at Guirian, Bala, and other

yillagcs were forcibly baptised by priests from Sofia,
any women and girls wero outraged at Doiran. Others
°rking in the fields, planting tobacco and maino, wero

ssailed and dishonored in tlio daytime by Bulgarian
j  soldiers.”

Ponrldo® nment is signed “ in the name of the whole

teen al'On of Kaya Doiran” by the Mufti and six-

tlo]r,”0)les. Then follows this statement, signed by
~nan priests

to h”~° ®n'8arian priosts dcclaro and testify the above
con t puro truth, and that this is a freo and un-
huth ” *nod declaration, duo simply to the love of

Th'
iatQ 1BBac’ount puts a very neat finish to the elabo-
<hedan Ory tho conversion of crowds of Moham-
viHager8, although wo do not expect the
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correction will appear in the journal which published
the original narrative.

It was said above that only one implied reference
to the massacres had appeared in the religious press.
This was to the effect that when the war spirit was
aroused the better influences of Christianity were
nullified, but that while the actions of Christians
gave pleasure to the enemies of Christianity, others
would discriminate between “ the lofty and beautiful
teachings of Christ” and the praotioe of some of its
professors aoting under the influence of racial hatred
sharpened by a state of actual warfaro. This is a
very familiar apology for the misbehavior of Christ-
ians, and it has the fatal weakness of heavily dis-
counting the value of Christianity as a civilising or
even a moralising force. The lofty and beautiful
teachings of Christ break down at tho very point
where they are most needed. Instead of curbing
the passion of racial hatred, and humanising, so far
as it can be humanised, the barbarous practice of
warfare, we are warned that in such cases we must
expect Christian principles to be completely ignored.
The apology is thus bad enough as it stands, it is
still worse when one examines it more carefully.
Thon it will be found that there is no more prolifio
cause of hatred and ill-will—not only in times of war
but also in times of peace—than religion, and no
worse offender in this respeot than Christianity.

Let us look at a few facts. We will take them
apart from the question of war, so that the subject
may be looked at with a little less prejudice than
would otherwise be the case. It will not be denied
that Christians have quarrelled with eaoh other,
fought with each other, and murdered eaoh other as
the result of differences of religious opinion, nor will
it be denied that differences in religion are the most
intractablo of all disagreements. Neither will it be
guestioned that usually people can express different
opinions concerning soienoo, or literature, or politics
without a tithe of the ill-feeling aroused in religious
discussions. And even though Christianity had no
part in the perpetuation of this savage spirit, it, at
all events, has been unable to abolish or even to
restrain it. And it is a yet more strking fact that
refinement in controversy and toleration of opposing
opinions does not commenoe with religion and then
pass on to other subjects. The movement is in quito
an opposite direction. It commences with non-
religious subjects ; and habits engendered' elsewhere
exert a gradually refining influence on religion. It
is life that humanises religion. Rsligiondoes nothing
to humanise life.

Here is still another fact that hardly admits of
dispute. Christianity has not only failed to induce
people to exeroiee a common courtesy in differences
of opinion, but intolerance and persecution have
been more intense and more sustained under Chris-
tianity than under any other religion in the civilised
world. The Balkan War gave Christians tho oppor-
tunity of holding up Mohammedanism as a religion
of persecution. That it has persecuted none will
dispute. It is a religion, and carries the iniquity
common to the species. But, as an historio faot, it
has been far more tolerant than Christianity. Jews
and Christians were allowed to live at peaoe under
Mohammedan rule—under trifling restrictions—were
allowed the exoroise of their religion, and permitted
to hold publio office at a time when unbelievers were
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being hunted down like vermin by the Church and
Jews compelled to wear a distinguishing dress so
that they might be the more easily exposed to public
outrage. Moreover, in Europe all laws against heresy
were of Christian origin. In the old Roman Empire
liberty of worship was universal. So long as one
treated the religion of the State with a degree of
decency, one might worship any god one pleased.
And when Christians were proceeded against under
laws that were not primarily aimed at liberty of
worship or opinion, the procedure was formal, the
trial publio, time given for defence, and the behavior
of judges showed their dislike to the proeeoution.

But with Christianity, instead of persecution being
spasmodic, it was persistent. It was not taken up
by the authorities with reluctance; it was inoul-
oated by them as one of the chief virtues. Nor was
it direoted against a sectarian power that threatened
the power of the State. The worst periods of
Christian persecution were precisely those when the
State had least to fear from internal dissension.
The people persecuted were not men and women
who were guilty of neglect of social duty. On the
contrary, they were serving the State by the
encouragement of literature, science, philosophy,
and commerce. One of the Roman emperors, the
great Trajan, had advised magistrates not to search
for Christians, and to treat anonymous communica-
tions with contempt. Christians carried the search
for heresy into a man’s own household. It used the
child in order to obtain evidenoa against the parent,
the wife to secure the condemnation of the husband ;
it tortured to provide diotated confessions, and
placed boxes at ohuroh doors to reoeive anonymous
accusations. It established an index of forbidden
books—an institution unknown to the whole of the
anoient world. The Roman trial was open, and in
aooordance with established form. The acoused
could hear the oharge, examine witnesses, cite wit-
nesses in his defence. The Christian trial for heresy
was usually in seoret; special forms were used, no
witnesses for the defence were allowed, speoial
punishments were oreated. Persecution was raised
to a fine art. Under Christian auspices it assumed
the most damnable forms known in the whole history
of mankind.

To what was this development of all that is most
ugly in human nature duo ? One cant reply is that
it was due to the natural intolerance of human
nature. This, however, hardly meets the case. It
is the same human nature that meets us in religion
that we are familiar with in sociology or in science.
And yet people hold different opinions in these
fields without it ever dawning on the minds of the
vast majority that the method of the persecutor
should be invoked. Conservatives, Liberals, and
Socialists may be seen walking, talking, and eating
together. It is significant, by the way, that the
political question on which feeling is most bitter,
that of Home Rule, is the one in which the subject
of religion enters largely. Darwinists and anti-
Darwinists have never suggested imprisonment for
eaoh other as a way out of their differences. Human
nature behaves itself with tolerable decenoy in its
different views of other subjects; why should reli-
gion form the solitary exception ? Is it the subjeots
that have humanised men and women. If so, why
is it that religion has not had an equally favorable
influence ? Or is it that men and women have raised
the subjects to a better level? In that oase, why
should religion prove itself so intraotable to oivilising
influences? In either case the verdict on religion
must be condemnatory.

Another oant reply is that people have misunder-
stood, or have failed to rise to the level of Christian

* | am taking the persecutions of the early Christians for
granted ; but, as a matter of demonstrable fact, they have been
very much exaggerated, and many of the related ones never
occurred. The whole story of Christian persecution is so foreign
to the Roman temper of government that it must be regarded
with the greatest suspicion. It is a pity that someone competent
does not subject the story to a critical examination. The story
of ten persecutions is obviously mythical, being avowedly based
upon there having been ten plagues in Egypt.
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teaching. The reply is really a condemnation.
There must be something radically wrong about a
religion that is so persistently misunderstood. And not
for a day or generation, but for hundreds of years.
Neither is it so misunderstood by one here and
there, by men of little weight or influence. The
greatest of Christian leaders, right up to modern
times, have upheld the right of persecution. The
forcible suppression of heresy has been taken by
them to be one of the primary duties of the Christian
State. It is strange that Christianity from the out-
set should havo been so subjeot to this fatal miscon-
ception. It is the reverse of the usual order of
things. Usually a teaching is best understood at
the beginning; it becomes corrupted later. But
Christianity was, we are asked to believe, never
understood at all. It was misunderstood at its
inception—it was misunderstood by both its teachers
and its followers ; it was misunderstood right up to
our own day. And yet, wonder of wonders! it is
this religion, continually misunderstood, mistaught,
wrongly wused, that has never really existed in
praotioe, but whioh has yet exerted a supremely
moralising influence on the world. That is the

greatest miracle of all. ~ COHEN
(To be concluded.)

Experiment and Experience,

It is frankly acknowledged by many prominent
divines that “ there never was a day when it was
easy to believe the Christian Gospel.” The late
Principal Rainy was in the habit of saying that
“ God never meant it to be an easy thing to believe.’
Belief is thus treated as a voluntary aot, an act of
which every human being is supposed to be capable.
Volumes have been published in whioh the Will to
Believe is regarded as a reality. The will to believO
is possessed by all, though comparatively few put it
in operation. In the New Testament, the refusal to
believe is the one sin that damns the soul to all
eternity. As a matter of faot, however, belief of
unbelief is an intellectual necessity, over whioh the
will has no control. A man believes or disbeliev08
simply beoause ho must, neither act being a matter
of choice. Every statement made is either true or
false. If we know it to be true, we cannot disbeliefO
t; if we know it to be false, belief in it is an imp08'
sibility. This is a fact from whioh there is o0°
esoape, no matter what the preaoher may say to tb0
contrary. Now, religion begins in faith. Relig}°aB
beliefs preoede and are the cause of religious emotion8
and practices. The divines often appeal to wbfl_
they call the consciousness of God; but whethe
such a consciousness is real or imaginary, it oOr'
tainly does not exist in the absenoo of the belief
God. This being the case, the question naturally
arises, Are religious beliefs verifiable? Can tb
Christian religion be proved to be true? What ar
the evidences upon which its apologists rely ? e
Two new Handbooks of Christian Apologetios ha~
recently been published by two first-olass Christ!
soholars, Principal Garvio and Dr. T. R. Glover. j
Glover entitles his book The Christian Tradition o
its Verification. It is a work of distinot merit,
has been weloomed by the theologians as a fully 00
vincing defenoe of the Christian faith. We f
rest assured that the arguments advanced by
Glover are the very best available, and that “ .g,
does not make a thoroughly good case for C1 1
tianity, the task is impossible of accomplish@
This is how he puts the problem ;— f
“ Thero are three questions which we may agst
any religion—quite simple questions. What will 0
for you? What will it do to protect other P™ jgt
against you ? How far does it hold open the do
the future?" (p. 56),
Unfortunately, in dealing with those questions,
Glover allows his judgment to be warped by k~
judice. He admits that things are deplorably b
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European and American society; but he rejoices in
he conviction that “ they are bad, nevertheless, with
“he continual correction of a Christian background ”
ia-)* *n akOence of this background, we are
°ld industrial enormities, flagrant cruelty, and open
hncleanness would continue unchecked, and gain
father than lose in volume. We do not believe it,
and our author does not justify his assertion. He
aljndes to the ancient world as containing noble-
hjhnded and good-hearted characters, but denies that
hey exerted much influence upon their fellow-
eiugs. In spite of them, the gladiatorial shows
continued to flourish. Well, what has the Christian
ackground done for Christendom ? Has it put a
stop to the bull-fights in Spain, or to fox and deer
<UENg in our own land ? Has it rid us of sweated
udustries, flagrant cruelty, and open uncleanness ?
n.e. affirm, without a moment’'s hesitation, that
hristianity has never done anything for Europeans
. Americans which has tended to establish its
aim to Divine origin and power.
Dr. Glover is grossly unjust to the Buddha and the
0lc. Fanoy a scholar, at this time of day, oharging
otama with taking the worth out of life, and
joracterising every non - Christian religion as

“ The plain fact is that, in the long run, despair is at
the heart of every religion without Christ; and if man
or woman is to get through the world at all, it must be
by the hardening or deadening of the more sensitive
parts of human nature. Marcus Aurelius’ Diary is a
sort of breviary of despair ” (p. 63).

uffihiam is pre-eminently a religion of hope. Has
r author never hoard what the Dhnmmapada says
out Right Rapturo, or the state of bliss to whioh
dwyY ifUe Buddhist attains ? “ It is in very bliss we
“ Among men full of worries we continue
m,"«We will become feeders on joy”—such are

j 6 phrases in which the followers of the Buddha
j1I’dibe themselves. Confuoianism, likewise, teaches
at man is master of his own destiny, and can by
0 ~Pffite sincerity give its full development to his
.care. Mohammedanism urges its demotees 1o
to&ve justice, to banish hatred, to resist evil, and
q strive to excel eaoh other in good works. Dr.
a °ver avers that “ the belief in Jesus has given men
Path6001 insight and a warmer and quiokor sym-
~ tay, waked the dodioated spirit, and taught new
th 8 of servioo.” It would be more acourato to say
con bebef in Jesus has made men booverweeningly
ceited that they are everlastingly singing their
Q.n Pra%es an(Jd vilifying the characters of all
tjj erSi It is a notorious faot that Christians are
the ta°8™~tolerant and cruel people on the face of

L 6arth. If you want to know what Christianity
Q1 a°ne for the world read the history of the
a You will then learn with what oolossal

- Bamh’'s bride pursued for years and
wearJ®ffiated the Albigenses and how horribly brutal

. the administration of the Holy Inquisition in

m. And wijjat yOn see to-day ? Christian
prr’PO an armed camp, more war-like and war-
lov are™ than ever before, Christ’'s people, with the
au@L£ God shed abroad in their hearts, slaying one
Crn!,r.by the thousand under the banner of the

hag“8 If we are to judge Christianity by what it
Cedif 6 for Christendom, it stands utterly dis-
iq and deserving of speedy extinction,

exp.*. Clover's supreme appeal is to Christian
I0Qce. He tells us how Paul felt under the
hi8~ the Nazareno, how the love of Christ flooded
880 *6 being and constrained him in and out of
8er\ic Prea°h the Gospel, and how in the Master's
00~ 6 bQconsidered it a privilege to endure perse-
hp°p We have no desire to throw any suspicion
Chrjgp 6 sincerity of the Apostle’'s passion of love to
bht w' °r uP°n £be reality °l Eis zeal in his service ;
Catjpp,6 are persuaded that his ecstatio experience
Winter, °0 affiuced as an argument for the objective
Itwa, Ce °t a God of love and a redeeming Christ,
him i@ dd God, but Paul'B faith in God, that threw
0 8xh raptures of delight. God has never
e®n or heard, but the belief that he is
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acoounts for every religious experience. EXxperi-
ments are not possible in this region, while in
science they are the main road to knowledge. Dr.
Glover says:—

“The results of scientific experiment are patent to
sense. Of course, the values of these results are not so
patent. They require sometimes a vastly higher power
of intellect to grasp them in their relation to one
another, and to the whole body of established fact, than
is required to make the experiments from which they
are gained, But in the main the results of scientific
experiment are patent and clear, and they lead to the
establishment of facts which any competent person can
verify 7 (p. 41).

Religion takes us into a realm in which experiment
is absolutely out of the question and experience is
the only form of verification furnished. A well-
known psychologist explains religion as a matter of
auto-suggestion, and we know that auto-suggestion
may occur without any reference to external facts.
Dr. Glover makes merry over this theory ; and asks,
“Why should auto-suggestion, when it takes the
form or direction of the Christian religion, work so
uniformly towards sanity and morals ? 7 and we
answer that it does not work so uniformly towards
sanity and morals. Religious experience and morality
are not vitally related. Devout people are not neces-
sarily sane and moral; sometimes they are quite the

reverse. J. T. Lioyd

Christianity and the Chinese— XI.

(Continued from p. 454.)

1UThis is an era of competition ; and if it be true, as | have
read, that there are now over fifty distinct societies, repre-
senting as many forms of Protestantism, contending for the
credit of bringing the Chinese within their respective folds,
the antagonism of interests must he somewhat severe. In
the racefor results which have to be presented to meetings at
home, and to form the subject of ‘ reports,’ the precepts of
justice which form Article VIII. of the treaty are liable to
be lost sight of, and to yield to considerations of a more
strictly mundane character.

“ This is exactly what the Chinese complain of. They
urge that they never get a fair hearing. The people lament
the supineness of their rulers, which permits their interests
to be sacrificed. The governing classes feel that as between
the people and the central authorities they are apt to be
between the devil and the deep sea. The central authorities
have before their eyes Ministers Plenipotentiary with ulti
raatums backed by ironclads in the offing.”—T. C. Hayllar,
Nineteenth Century, November, 1895.

“ Looking upon their [Catholic missionaries] polished,
gentle, and courteous demeanor, they appear the best of
men, and listening to their patriotic conversation, it is not to
be wondered at that their influence, however problematical,
should appear desirable. But they are not to be trusted, and
however devoted and good they may seem, they lose their
heads the instant that the interests of their religion or con-
gregation appears in danger. They then become false
egoists, hard and covetous, shrinking hom no means, not
even the sacrifice of your life, to enable them to reach oither
their own onds, or those imposed upon them by their posi-
tion.”—Eua. Simon, China—Its Social, Political, and Reli-
gious Life (1887), p. 165.

The Tai-ping Rebellion—which attempted to substi-
tute Christianity for Confuoianism in China—was
eventually suppressed by General Gordon. No one
but a Christian was considered oapable of exorcising
the seventy devils of Christian fanatioism which the
missionaries had loosed on China.

The popular “ lives” of this Christian hero contain
wholesale suppression of the truth and suggestion of
the false. The truth as to the Christian origin, and
the missionary support, of the Tai-pings is sup-
pressed.

It is falsely claimed that Gordon raised and trained
the Chinese troops of the “ Ever-viotorious Army ”
(which was not ever-viotorious), whereas it was an
American named Ward, a brave and fearless leader,
who, after being several times severely wounded—
the palate of his mouth being destroyed by a bullet
upon one oocasion—was at last killed in aotion,
Gordon only taking over the command of the force
after his death and against the wishes of the
Chinese, who wished to appoint Macartney to the
command. Maoartney, who had entered the Chinese
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service, and in ‘'whom the Chinese Government
placed every confidence, was also largely instru-
mental in Gordon’s ultimate success, for by almost
superhuman exertions he founded an arsenal at
Sunkiang for the manufacture of ammunition, and
himself raised Chinese troops and took part in the
operations in the field.

It would take us too far afield to deal with the real
life of Gordon in these articles. It is time an inde-
pendent life of Gordon (for which there is now
plenty of material) was undertaken by a competent
authority. It would present a very different picture
to the melodramatio-Sunday-school - prize version
which now prevails.

For instance, we road of Gordon Ileading his
Chinese troops to the attack, armed only a walking-
stick, himself unharmed among the storm of bullets,
while his followers fell thickly round him. Quite on
a level with the Theosophical fairy tales of the
Mahatma, who, when fired at with rifles, calmly
waved the bullets to right and left.

Now, Gordon—with the colossal egotism of all
fanatics, who believe that the Creator of fifty million
suns spends his time in watching over, guiding, and
protecting them—thought that this escape was clearly
due to the interposition of Providence, and was thus
still further confirmed in his religious beliefs. But
there is always a rational explanation for the super-
natural, and this was no exception to the rule.

It should be borne in mind that the Tai-pings are
the only important body of Chinese, in modern
times, to extend a welcome to Europeans. The
Englishman who served with them, and whose work
we have quoted, observes: “ To those who have
experienced the ordinary dislike of foreigners by the
Chinese, the surprising friendliness of the Tai-pings
was most remarkable. They welcomed Europeans as
‘ brethren from across the sea,” and olaimed them as
fellow-worshipers of ‘Yesu.”” And this friendliness
remained unchanged, he says, “ even when their
dearest relatives were being slaughtered by my
countrymen, or delivered over to the Manchoos to be
tortured to death.” *

And this is the secret of Gordon’'s seemingly
miraculous escape. Of this we have very definite
evidence, for Mrs. Archibald Little, in her Life of
Li Hung Chang, cites a letter from a contemporary
paper at Canton, giving the testimony of an actual
eye-witness, who declares :—

“ Often have | seen the deadly musket struck from
the hand of a dastardly Englishman (tempted by love
of loot to join our ranks) when he attempted, from his
place of safoty, to kill Gordon, who over rashly exposed
himself. This has been the act of a chief, yea, of the
Shield King himself; how then can wo bo accused of
blind hatred even to our enemies ? ” f

So it was the hands of the men he wa3 fighting
against who preserved Gordon's life from his own
countrym en.

The story of the capture of Soochow and the
capitulation of the Tai-ping leaders to Gordon, who
pledged his word for their safety—Li Hung Chang,
and Ching, the Chinese commander, offering them a
free pardon and Government employment—is better
known, from the treachery of Li Hung Chang, who,
in the absence of Gordon, ordered the chiefs to be
hamstrung upon their declining to kneel, and then
had them beheaded. It is often stated that Gordon
went in search of Li Hung Chang with a loaded
revolver; this is not true, but it is true he searohed
for him. The wily Li—who had received warning,
probably from Macartney or Hart—was not to be
found, or most probably that astute diplomatist’s
head would have made acquaintance with the famous
walking-stick.

Unsuccessful in his search, Gordon wrote a furious
letter denouncing his cruelty and breach of faith
The principal passages, says Demetrius Boulger: —

“ were that Li Hung Chang should at once resign
his post of Governor of lilangau, and give up the seals

* Lin-Le, History of the Tiping Rebellion; cited by Freeman
Clarke, Ten Great Religions, p, 07.
f Mrs. A. Little, Life of Li Hung Chang, p. 21.
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of office to Gordon, so that he might put them in com-
mission until the Emperor’s pleasure should be ascer-
tained ; or that, failing that step, Gordon would
forthwith proceed to attack the Imperialists, and retake
from them all the places captured by the Ever-
Victorious Army, for the purpose of handing them back
again to the Taepings.” *

Macartney, acting the part of peacemaker, took
a letter from Li Hung Chang to Gordon, who had
gone to Quinsan on board the Hyson. MaoartneV
arrived in the middle of the night. To cite Boulger
again.—

“ Before day had really broken, Gordon sent down
word that he would see him, and Macartney went
upstairs to an ill-lighted room, when he found Gordon
sitting on his bedstead. Heu fond Gordon sobbing, and
before a word was exchanged, Gordon stooped down,
and, taking something from under the bedstead, held it
up in the air, exclaiming :(—

“* Do you see that? Do you see that?’

“ The light through the small Chinese windows wan
so faint that Macartney had at first some difficulty
discerning what it was, when Gordon again ex-

claimed :—
“ It is the head of the Lar Wang, foully murdered 1’

and with that burst into hysterical tears." f

Seeing that it was useless to attempt to reason with
Gordon in this highly hysterical condition, Macartney
retired; later, at breakfast, Gordon would listen to
nothing, but ordered the Hyson to be got ready, with
a party of infantry, to attack Li Hung Chang and
the Imperialist forces. Maoartney borrowed a horse
and rode post haste to Li Hung Chang to warn hinb
and aleo to bring up his own troops ready to oppos®
the advance of Gordon, who aotually moved out of
Quinsan with the intention of carrying out bis
threats, but returned there when the flotilla had
proceeded half-way to Sooohow, by whioh time, says
Boulger, “ he had fortunately reflected on the sitoa;
tion, and a sanguinary struggle was averted
(p. 108). .

So far, Gordon’s indignation, however hysterical
and melodramatio it might be, was worthy of ah
praise. But one would think, after this terribl0
experience, that Gordon would be more careful boff
he delivered the captured Tai-piogs into the bands
of their enemies. It is quite evident that ho did
regard them as the common robbers and brigands of
popular imagination. For it is a fact that the very
night after the treacherous murder of the Tai piD]
leaders, as Boulger records, “ The principal captor o
Soochow [Gordon] was thus a prisoner in the hand
of the Taepings during the evening and nigbt O
December 6” (p. 102), and was allowed to dspa*
unharmed in the early morning. Lest we bo though™
guilty of exaggeration, we give the sequel, in
words of Mrs. Archibald Little, as given in her Ly
of Li Hung Chang :—

“ People with a tasto for bloodshod can certainly 6
enough of it in the Tai-ping Rebellion....... the gronn
soaked, the rivers choked, tho dogs gorged, the sten
and all tho rest of it. Mr. Howard puts it forciblyi
usual:— 3

“1Two weeks afterwards wo stormed and caP
their position, driving out tho rebels into the
perialists’ lines. 10,000 were taken prisoners; a
4,000, old men and boys, were stripped entirely na
and sent adrift; tho others, about 0,000, wore puU* ~
largo compound and beheaded. It was an awful B>
to see Li Hung Chang’'s men hacking at them. 0
bodies of tho eight foreigners taken by tho robels w
found with their heads off and their bodies mutil»'_ kjy

“ This was after Gordon and Li had become *ID ¢fd
again, Mr. [now Sir Robert] Hart having Pc”SUrjoU
Gordon that ho had judged Li too harshly. So G (j
had led his men to victory, and this was the outco i8
it all. Certainly, war is not a kid-glove affair, j>u n
incrediblo that this was tho highest uso to which
a hero-saint—to win victories for the Chines ”~ en
perialists’ forces who acted after this fashion, an
unconditionally to hand tho poor conquered ua*l0 jjod
to tho Manchu dynasty, from which tho Tai-plDb ajOy
sought to freo it. They, poor people, were ce
imperfectly enough instructed in the doctrinos o

* Boulger, Life of Sir Halliday Macartney, P- 105.
t Ibid., p. 106.
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tianity from the outset, and power and luxury not only
had temptations for them, but also attracted to their
side nearly all the needy daredevils in China. But
what was the Imperialist side that we should send our
men to fight for them, and watch Li Hung Chang’s men
hacking 6,000 men to death, after turning 4,000 old men
and boys out naked to perish? And these were small
numbers compared to those that Were often Killed.
Captain Roderick Dew, R.N., tells how, in the great
populous city of Ningpo, he found not a living soul, and
Mr. Archibald Little has often told me how, as 'a young
man, he has ridden through large cities and found only
corpses.” *
mFhis throws a somewhat different complexion upon
he actions of General Gordon to that given in the
Popular “ lives” of him. A great deal concerning
Cordon has yet to be revealed. Sir Henry Norman
observes in this connection —

“ Opinions differ among students of Chinese history
as to whether it would not have been better for China
had the Tai-pings succeeded. | came upon many
curious reminiscences of General Gordon up and down
the coast of China. He was a man of remarkable
virtues and of no less weaknesses, and the stories of
him which survive in the Far East would make very
interesting reading. | do not give them, however,
because public opinion seems to have determined that
this many-sided man shall be known under one aspect
only of his life—that of Hero. 1 will only say that there
is correspondence of his, still in existence in China,
some of which | have read, which should in the interest
of history bo published.” f

mf-here has been too much of this burking of facts
®garding the life of Gordon, and, indeed, of the
hole Tai-ping Rebellion from beginning to end.
ut the inexpugnable fact remains; and by no artifice
Inlt be explained away—that, but for the missionaries,
erc would have been no Tai-ping JRebellion. Therefore,
e niissionarics are solely responsible for the awful

mage whicli <“sued. w> Mann>
(To be continued.)

Another Leeds Fight.

* * * we were away from home last week we heard
th S- Secretary, Miss E. M. Vance, that
r 6Rouble with the police and the Town Council at
was taking a serious development, and a public
~mongtration was being organised to take plaoe on
ti “bhouse Moor the next Sunday (July 20). The
jQ8 was then too short for intermediate cor-
Wh, nonce’ an”™ as onr aJv*3dG was sought we
~obliged to write to Mr. E. Pack, on behalf of
G Leeds Branoh, direot. Wo wrote a long and
tuJ?01 letter dealing with every aspeot of the
fQ ter at issue, and we learn that it was found uoe-
O * highly appreciated. Wo also sent down
g 8 2°0 copies of the Freethinker, by request, for
the demonstration.

(y 018 Leeds matter has been mentioned in our
**ns before. The Leeds Town Council went one
tej 80 than the London County Council. The latter
i0 80d all permits for collections at publio meet-
th ' the former refused a permit only to the local
awWli of the National Seoular Society. This
of one Society on which to impose a

ago N y was tried at Chicago some twelve months
the bigoted despotism of the police was

8fate & N an upright and courageous magi-
8%Tuld TM0 ~ec*ar°d that publio rights and rules
Pol;8 ho the same for all citizens, otherwise the
State an(t not the law would govern the United
ba® ' Do found that the action of the polioe was
Ilhat 8tlthtional, and dismissed the case before him.
of tn@nae™ on for all, we hope, the singling out
ofaJ”™ents the police do not like to be deprived
88thifli’raon riSht of oitizenship. Some such lesson

__18needed at Leeds.

/, t Sir»'»" Uittle, Life of Li Hung Chang, pp. 41-2.
J00), p (onry Norman, Peoples and Potitics of the Far East
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The Leeds N. S. S. Branch was bound to do some-
thing. The simplest thing was to set about exer-
cising the right which the police assumed a power
to suppress. A demonstration was organised for
Sunday on Woodhouse Moor, by way of testing the
alleged power of the police, and bringing the question
before a court of justice. But in the meantime the
polioe attempted a flank movement. And a very
pretty movement it was.

* *

They issued one of their old summonses against
Mr. Paok for “ language.” When they got him in
court they proceeded to develop some strange
charges. They represented him as using language
that could hardly occur to anyone who was not mad
or drunk; language which no English audience
would stand from any speaker for a single minute.
They also alleged that he was inebriated,—whiob
must have been an afterthought, or they would have
arrested him on that charge in the first plaoe;
moreover, there waB no suggestion of drunkenness in
the summons, as Mr. Pack very properly pointed out.
But, after all, what we think of the police evidence
is of less importance than what the Stipendiary
Magistrate thought. Mr. Atkinson dismissed the
summons and passed on to the next business.

V * *

The demonstration waB held on Woodhouso Moor.
There was a tremendous orowd of orderly people
who voted unanimously for the following resolution:—

“ That this mass meeting recognising that constitu-
tional methods -have failed to secure for the Leeds
Branch of the National Secular Society the same
privileges accorded to other public bodies, endorses its
action in challenging thi3 grossly inequitable attitude of
the governing authorities and condemns that attitude as
a public menace and unworthy of the best traditions of
tho City of Leeds.”

Mr. Paok acted as ohairman. He informs us that
everything was done in the spirit of our letter of
advice and encouragement, portions of which were
read to the meeting and greatly applauded. Messrs.
Jaokson, Weir, Killip, and other Branch members
took up tbe collection, sold the literature, and deli-
vered the speeches. Everything went off with
gratifying enthusiasm on the part of the crowd and
self-oontrol on the part of the organisers and
speakers. v * *

The next move lies with tho police, who took the
names and addresses of the “ chief conspirators.”
If they issue summonses for collecting money and
selling literature without the permit, whioh is
granted to every other Sooiety in Leeds, the case
will come before Mr. Atkinson. We have great
hopes of his intelligence and impartiality. But if
the case has to be carried farther tho Leeds Branch
is going to fight it as far as possible, and it will have
our best assistance as well (wo feel sure) as the best
assistance of the N. S. S. Executive. vu

TREE-ISMS.

To be oneself is tho greatest luxury in the world, and tho
most expensive.

A roverence for buttons is one of the most curious attri-
butes of our common humanity.

Philosophy is a filly got by Common Sense out of
Misfortune.

A gontleman is one who docs not care whether he is one
or not.

Napoleon’s most useful contribution to the happiness of
mankind was the constitution ho gave to tho Comedic
Francaise.

The really strong man is unconscious of his originality.

It is men like Christ, Sophocles, Danto, Shakespearo,
Cervantes, and Gootho, rather than the heroic slaughterers
of history, who have the abiding influence in tho advance-
ment of mankind.

Pooplo wear the habits of their mind ready made.

A certain amount of injustice must accompany all great
reforms.— Sir Herbert Tree, “ Thought» and After Thoughts."
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Aoid Drops.

“ It goes without saying,” the Archbishop of Canterbury
wrote to his “ Dear Mr. Lansbury ”"— ILithat anything relating
to the well-being of those upon whom our industrial condi-
tions press with harshness will always enlist my deep
interest and sympathy.” If it goes without saying, why
say it ?

We never thought the Bishops were fools, nor is it one of
the charges we ever suggested against them. We knew they
were clever enough. They don’'t surprise us by the new
line they are taking in defence of their big salaries. Some
of them hint what the Bishop of London declares. That
right reverend father in God’s salary is (£10,000 a year, and
he says that he loses on his job. Others plead that it costs
them half their salary, and sometimes more, to keep up
their positions and palaces. But it costs every man with a
good income a terrible lot of it to keep up his residence and
social position. That is where most of the money goes. In
this respect a bishop does not differ from other people. To
deduct all such expenses, and to treat the balance as his
income, is to confuse salary and pocket-money.

The Bishop of Winchester has a glorious old palace and
grounds at Farnham, situated on a natural terrace com-
manding a magnificent view over half the county of Surrey.
The gardens and hothouses—with their beautiful flowers,
and rich grapes, and other fruit—match the lovely grass
which springs under your feet like three-piled Turkey
carpet. Only a vandal would propose the destruction of
such a place, and when the Church has to give it up some
of us will know what to do with it. Its upkeep at present
is said to be between ¢£2,000 and (3,500. This is not a very
precise estimate. Suppose we split the difference and call
it ¢2,750. How, we ask, does that justify the Bishop’s
groans ? His stipend, paid to him with the regularity of
the seasons by the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, is (6,500
a year. This leaves a balance of (3,750 a year. That sum
his lordship has at his absolute disposal. Only ¢3,750.
Think of it! What a martyrdom the poor man’s life must
be 1 Yet a lot of men would jump at his lordship's chanco
if it were floating their way. If it were not for the preach-
ing, the praying, and the other nonsensical “ duties” of the
Bishop's post—if it wore merely a question of keeping up
the noble building and its beautiful grounds at a cost of
(2,750 per annum, with ¢3,750 per annum in addition as
personal pocket-money—we rather think we should be in-
clined to accept the post ourselves. |If we refused it wo
should certainly not do so with any murderous violence.
But we don’t supposo there will be any vacancy at Farnham
Palace until the Bishop of Winchester is taken away to
make room for another martyr. Bishops grumble, but they
" stick it.” Bless them!

It is rather a pity that the Protestant Churches have not
the practice of canonisation. If they had we feel certain
that there would soon bo a Saint Pierpont Morgan in the
calendar. We have read no end of eulogies as to his
religious convictions, and in the July Century there is a
further testimony from Mr. J. B. Gilder. He was a man of
faith, it appears, so completely so, that it appeared to him a
real and tangible thing, transmissible by legal process.
Religion was ‘' fundamental in his own nature, and as potont
a force as any that shaped his actions.” We do not doubt
it. We believe it is equally true of Rockefeller. And in both
cases it pays. The pity is, we repeat, that Protestantism
cannot perpetuate the memory of men such as these in a
Saints' Calendar. The Catholic Church has the calendar,
but, to do it justice, it does not lay itself out to exalt to
religious eminence multi-millionaires. That it leaves to
Protestantism.

It is quite a long time since a blasphemer was struck dead
by Divine Benevolence. According to the Universe, a
Catholic paper, the thing has happened in America, the land
of tall buildings and tall statements. The story goes that a
miner, named Angelo Rotundo, at Trinidad, Colorado,
U.S.A., parodied the death and resurrection of Christ, and
lost his balance and never rose again. The tale is vouched
for by Father Principle, S.J. If the tale had been told
without principle we could hardly have believed it.

The Daily Sketch has been discussing childrens’ names,
and says the old-fashioned titles are dropping out. There
are no Sarahs and Marys nowadays. Maybe, some up-to-
date commentator will alter these Biblical names to Sally
and Marie.
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Citizen Rockefeller, the Christian multi-millionaire, visited
the Euclid Avenue Baptist Church, Cleveland, and the
parson described him as “ a rosebush in the Lord’s garden.”
That parson never calls the fellows on the rocks blush-roses.

The Montreal Star of June 30, reported a Catholic meeting
held at Three Rivers. The theme of discussion—if discus-
sion it can be called where they all think as the priest does
—was elementary education, and the summary of Dr. Baril's
speech is decidedly interesting. We make the following
extract:—

“ Dr. Baril spoke of the public school as the battleground
on which were arrayed the contending forces of the Church
and the body of Freemasons, Freethinkers, and Atheists,
whom he classed together, and whose object, he alleged, wes
to strike at the Church through the school. He charged
them with making efforts to secure Godless schools for
Canada, and said such efforts should be vigorously resisted
by faithful Catholics.

“ The speaker defined the leading principles of the Asso-
ciation in regard to education as first and foremost absolute
unquestioning submission to the Church and its right to
control in moral and religious education; secondly, the
assertion of the parents’ duty to watch over the child ; lastly.
the exclusion of the Government from the sphere of
education.

“ 1The Church,” he said, “ has the sacred right to direct
the education of its youth and to see that none of the books
of instruction are allowed to contain anything in the least
injurious to the dootrines of the Catholic Church. It is the
business of the State to give protection and financial assist"
ance, if need be, but not to take charge of national
education.’” ”

All the State has to do with education is to find the money.
The Church will see to the rest. A fine thing—for the

Church. But those who find the money are apt to have
ideas of their own, and even to demand control of the
expenditure. Which is awkward—for the Church.

In connection with that same gathering, Mgr. F. '§'

Cloutier bewailed the fact that the Church was in danger

from “ the growth of an anti-Christian civilisation.” He was
specially severe on Freemasons and Jews. The latter ougm
never to have been allowed to enter Canada. French”

Canadian Catholics would be able to retain their rights
they only stuck together instead of splitting up over politic®*
divisions. What thoso “ Catholic rights ” are is not difficult
to see. They mean that the Catholic Church, that is thO
Catholic priests—for it must be remembered that the Catholic
laymen are no part of the Catholic Church, which is a pnl'0O
Ecclesiasticism — should govern the whole Province 0
Quebec, and, if possible, the whole of Canada. We note
that this arrogant priest denounced *“ the mistaken id0O®
that religion must be kept out of politics.” “ A good Catholic,
he said, “ in private life must be a good Catholic in pmZX
life "—and obey the Churoh’'Borders in both cases. i'nfl
is what his lordship, like all other priests, means by 11i*%
rights of our faith.”

Sir Griffith Boscawen, M.P., speaking at a Church looted
meeting against the Welsh Disestablishment Bill
Southend - on - Sea, poured scorn on the suggestion
employing “ God’s” money for washhouses and museum m
Evidently, this gentleman thinks cleanliness a very b
second to godliness.

Is it wicked to play whist ? is the question asked m
religious periodical. It is—the way some people play

According to tradition, if July 15 is wet, the next fO
days will be rainy, and we suppose that the same Prinfe@
should apply to a dry St. Swithin’s Day. There have
many wet St. Swithin’'s Days, but there is no recorcO(d
which all the forty following days were wet. The te
of the days following a dry St. Swithin’s Day is, if anyl0 i0
worse. Cold statistics prove that superstition and fa® 0
in direct conflict; but, as usual, it has no effect upOD
believers in the nonsonse.

The Bishops of St. Albans and Barking have leil "ave
work of soul-saving for extended holidays. Times
changed since the fishing-nets of the Apostles were
to the rag and bone dealers. *“ Blessed be ye poor

wO*a
Dr. Horton tells us that in 1880 the great na[ffifleckC*
Huxley, Tyndall, and Spencer. Then he adds, *

still lives, representing the thought of 1880, a s°~ jjaS
pathetic and antiquated figure, from whom all inter cti-
disappeared, because his point of view has become Nas

cally meaningless for the modern world.” A biggQL
never told. Dr. Horton must know that Haecke ~g d
are read in this country at the present time by
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ousands of admirers, and that his point of view, so far
being “ practically meaningless for the modern world,”
J¥ the point of view of practically every living biologist,
“deed, less than a year ago, this reverend gentleman com-
plained that the intellect of the Protestant world was now
engaged on the task of getting rid of God and Christ. That
~as immediately after the *“ strange proceedings” at the
nndee meeting of the British Association, when Haeckel's
Point of view was all-dominant. Dr. Horton is anything
b«t consistent. o
In the Christian Commonwealth for Jnly 16, there is an
rticlo entitled “ The Reinstatement of Prayer,” in which
6 are assured that the old-fashioned view of prayer is no
°nger tenable. That is to say, the Biblical conception of
Player is out Of date. “ Lahorare est orare (to pray is to
°rk) is the motto of our age.” Prayer originated in fear,
«O“ fear was the offspring of ignorance. In proportion as
oiorance and fear vanish the inclination to pray ceases,
en among those who still nominally believe in God.
ueism excludes prayer altogether.

The Education Committee of the Wesleyan Methodist
inference says in its report that it stands “ for Christian
Qcation under public control.” The position is quite
justifiable, and the phrasing is simply dishonest. Christian
ducation ought not to be a public matter at all. It is a
Private concern. The only difference between advocating
uristian education or Mohammedan education as matters
Public concern, is a difference of numbers. There are
ore Christians than Mohammedans, hence the Christian
aa'm- And the “ Free Church” Wesleyan Methodists
S to realise that the number of people who support a
°dlative opinion has no bearing upon the question of
Pol' °f ~at °P*n%n should be made a question of public
CfrJ'. Moreover, public control here means, very clearly,
control. The word “ public ” is a cant word, only
Cu'pduced because the majority of the population are
‘mistians—nominally so, at all events. Clearly, Methodists
jj ??" wean that Christian education is to be controlled by
8 *1 *Sis' ~“ews' an(l Freethinkers. What they really mean
i public power and public money is to be used to teach
JOilRlianity, and that all other beliefs are to be ignored. We
bel?j desire that any other form of religious or non-religious
*' should be considered. We are only desirous that all
Qd be put on one side.

patholic Times put the logic of the situation in a

issue in the following sentence:—

‘Either all religious teaching must be allowed public
muoney in support, or none. And evidence is forthcoming
Sst the secular solution is making its way in favor with the
"esleyans. If Free Churchmen nail their flag to the
jOwper-Temple mast, they will certainly lose the mast, and

We r bably the ship."”
ag&l el‘eyo the ship will be lost any way. But to cry out
enfo  State patronage of religion, and demand the State

* * 5 7?2 of roligion in the schools, only hastens its

th6jj yuars ago the Rev. Frank Ballard was appointed by
aj a, otae Mission Committee of the Methodist Conference
\eilinjavOhing infidel-slayer. Since then he has been tra-
i~ , 8 UP and down the country—he himself says that he
balf ravelled 50,000 miles and addressed a million and a
aPPe * P°°Pl0—and glowing accounts of his successes havo
< -ed from time to time. The Committee is now re-
sbonj e<ling to the Plymouth Conference that a Committee
Ch(ist'be aPP°/utcd to look into the whole question of tlio
be ~ ‘lan Evidence Mission, and that no new appointment
asutn  a* tlle Present Conference. This, wo may safely
&Sy the Committee’s way of reporting that the
be? “has boon a failure. And what otherwise could it
Théy j '®a'lard could not hope to convert Freethinkers,
thehj n°w the substance of his arguments before he gives
by a Q01?0". That the growth of Freethought can be stayed
an j,je Wtistian Evidence missioner is as wild and fantastic
ffote ? as over existed. Ho may save ono here and there
all thé °ut of the fold; but, on the othor hand, he is
°f Ereothl6 suSgosting doubts to the others. The growth
apfi if ought is part of a world-process of development,
a Chrjj~0 wb°lo of the Methodist Church turned itself into

*an Evidence Mission it would make vory little
solution Eeligion carries within itself the seed of dis-
dain -~ e ly as Freethought contains the germ of

~Pre8Da& ~ose who escaped alive from the Cromer
1m ~brist™oill a £ortniglit ago was the Rev. Len Broughton,
it'8 Church, Westminster. Dr. Broughton informed
act besrf» ~le tnovniug after the accident that " had
for the direct providence of God," he would not
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have been preaching to them. Dr. Broughton, as a preacher
of the gospel of poverty and self-sacrifice, was travelling in
a first-class reserved compartment with his secretary, and
had only just dined. Five minutes after he left the dining-
car came the smash. Hence the proof of the * direct
providence of God.” Providence, we must assume, kept its
eye on Dr. Broughton, waited until he had finished his
dinner, and said, “ Now that my servant Broughton has
dined, and is back in his first-class reserved compartment,
let her go,” and the car was smashed into “ worse than
kindling wood.” There is no other conclusion possible that
we can see. The direct providence of God saved Dr,
Broughton and let the rest of the travellers go to the Devil as
rapidly as possible.

The British Weekly has been inviting correspondence on
the ten men in England who would be most missed ? A
large number of people have plumped for Dr. Clifford. Only
one reason is quoted; this is, “ Because of the doughty
championship of religious equality. He regards a parlia-
mentary religion as a pharisaic anachronism.” This might
almost have been written by Dr. Clifford himself. When has
Dr. Clifford worked for a genuine equality of opinion ? We
know he has worked to get Nonconformist opinions favored
by the State to the same extent as is Episcopalianism. But
that we believe is all. And tho enemy of a parliamentary
religion is, to-day, one of the most ardent advocates of a
form of religion to be created by Parliament and paid for
out of public funds. What slaves to phrases most men are !

Thomas Paine has been dead more than a hundred years.
Yet the Wesleyan Methodists are just discussing a heresy-
hunt against the Rev. George Jackson for entertaining
doubts about Moses and Jonah. And they call Christianity
a progressive religion 1

The Methodist heresy-hunt fizzled out. The Conference
President ruled the motion against Dr. Jackson out of order
as being too late, the Conference having no authority to
deal with an appointment when it is once made. This
was a clever move. It averted an inconvenient discussion.

Rev. Irvine Lister, pastor of Ebenezer Congregational
Church, Uppermill, near Oldham, has resigned his pulpit
because his opinions on religion are now Buch as to prevent
his continuing to be a Christian minister.

There is a row going on in one of the monasteries on
Mount Athos, and the Holy Synod has sent Archbishop
Nikon there to make peace—on a Russian gunboat 1

Bible subjects are tabu at the Lord Chamberlain’s office
but it appears that the licensing is to bo less rigid in future
and the censorship is to make a start in relaxation with the
voluptuous story of Joseph and Potiphar’'s wife. The play
of " Joseph and his Brethren” is to be produced at His
Majesty’s Theatre in September. Miss Maxine Elliott is to
play the part of Lady Potiphar. We should hardly think Sir
Herbert Tree will play the part of Joseph. In any case, the
interview between madame and the private secretary will
have to stop short of the naked truth. These oriental
stories are all right in the Bible, which jb an oriental book ;
but they aro rather embarrassing on a Western stage. The
severity of il casto Giuseppe's temptation will have to be
largely taken for granted—even in tho days of the hobble
skirt and tire consumptive blouse.

The new President of the Wesleyan Methodist Conference,
the Rev. Samuel Francis Collier, in his official address,
declared that “ the Methodist Church had a message for the
twentieth century.” His audience thoroughly agreed with
tho declaration. Here and there, perhaps, a very thoughtful
one may have wondered when it was going to get delivered.
A whole eighth of the century has gone by already. Wonder
may have been felt, too, at Mr. Collier’s declaring that “ the
late Canon Barnett had said that ‘the Lord Iloveth a
cheerful taxpayer.”” We know from Holy Writ that the
Lord loveth a cheerful giver, just as we know that whoso
giveth unto the poor lendeth unto the Lord—though a good
many rich Christians appear to mistrust tho socurity. But
a cheerful taxpayer! The word "publican” in the New
Testament means a taxgatheror, and “ the Lord " brackets
“ publicans " with " harlots ” and “ sinners." Canon Barnett
is dead, but Mr. Collier might think this matter over again
—with the aid of this paragraph.

How easy it is to twist the Bible into teaching auything
under the Bun. In last Sunday’s. International Sunday-
school Lesson, the words “ | will harden Pharaoh’s heart”
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occurred, which one reverend commentator explained thus:
“ The hardening of Pharaoh’s heart simply means that he
became the more determined or stubborn in his refusal [to
let the children of Israel go]. It was not that God made
him wicked; it simply means that God foresaw that he
would not give way.” Now, the Apostle Paul interpreted
Exodus iv. 21 in a perfectly natural way, and founded upon
the words his wonderful argument for the absolute
sovereignty of God (Romans ix. 14-24). Modern divines
may regard such a doctrine as utterly unbelievable, but it is
entirely dishonest to pretend that it is not taught in the
Bible.

A bitter controversy has arisen at Hull regarding the
prapriety of Sunday flying. As usual, the friends of Jesus
are relying upon the police, regardless of the story in the
Gospels of Christ's attempt at aviation.

A recent issue of the Weekly Dispatch contained a picture
of the King's youngest son, with the touching inscription.
“ The Human Boy-Prince.” It won't do1 All the scribes
of Carmelite House cannot deify royalty nowadays.

Eighty thousand pounds has been raised by the Church
Missionary Society towards clearing off its deficit of
TICK).000. With a fourth of that sum to be expended on
Freethought we would guarantee to knock a greater hole in
the missionary man’s religion in this country in a twelve-
month than the whole body of the clergy could repair in a
generation—or ever again.

Speaking at a British and Foreign Bible Society meeting
at Southend-on-Sea, the Rev. Barclay Buxton said the
Japanese were attached to the Bible even before they could
read or understand it. It's about that way in England,
anyhow.

S. Verdad, who writes the “ Foreign Affairs” column for
the New Age, referring to the fight between the Bulgarians
and the Greeks and Servians, says that “ the slaughter was
appalling, and the outrages unprecedented. These Chris-
tians showed more Bavagery towards one another than the
Turks had ever shown towards them. No trick was too
contemptible if only the enemy could be lured into a trap ;
and no form of mutilation and torture was too vile once he
was safely in it. We shall never hear the full story of this
savage war.”

What a terrible irony on tho professed civilising influence
of Christianity is contained in the Annual Report of the
National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children.
In England, Ireland, and Wales tho number of offenders
dealt with by tho Society numbered no less than 74 678. Of
these, 88,798 were males, and 85,880 females. The total
shows an increaso of 889 more than in the previous year.
Of the victims, there were 79,360 boys, 80,041 girls, and—
terrible to think 0of—28,175 babies under two years of age.
The Christian religion has been in existence many centuries,
and, despite the hypocritical boasting of its defenders, has
done nothing to inculcate kindness in the treatment of the
most helpless members of tho community. One Free-
thinker, Colonel Ingersoll, did more to foster humanity in
dealing with children than all the millions of professional
followers of Christ.

Dr. Robert Bridges, who has been appointed Poet Laureate
in succession to the lato Mr. Alfred Austin, is a Doctor of
Literature. Tho degree is indicated by the letters D.Litt.,
and, when Mark Twain had the same honor conferred upon
him, he laughingly said ho “ cared D.Litt. about it.”

At tho United Methodist Conference at Halifax tearful
reference was made to the huge decline in Sunday-school
membership and other young people's organisations. The
decrease was attributed to the falling birth-rate, emigration,
Christian Science, Socialism, and other absurdities. Not
one of the many sleepy theologians at the Conference woke
up and suggested that the spread of Freethought had any-
thing to do with it. "

Rev. Hugh Fleming, of Rayrigg, Windermere, left T25.672.
“ Lay not up for yourselves treasures on earth.”

Sir Herbert Beerbohm Tree, the distinguished actor, has
published a little volume, entitled Thoughts and After
Thoughts, in which he has some thoughtful and inspiring
remarks on a multitude of subjects. He expresses his belief
in the dawn of a “ new religion,” and writes forcibly and
eloquontly. We are glad to note that the religion he refers
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to is that of humanity. It is only right that a Tree of
knowledge should bear rare and refreshing fruit.

Dr. Hoskyns, the Bishop of Southwell, has been con-
demning caste in the Church. He found, in colliery villages
where pitmen were called upon to mix with other classes,
they were looked down upon by the classes who thought
they were above them. The Bishop might notice that, in
spite of twenty centuries of the religion of the carpenter-
god, caste is just as prevalent in England as in India.

Christians are never weary of persecuting and defaming
Freethinkers; but they do not want too much religion
themselves. Pious ladies nowadays feel too tired to carry
complete Church Services to “ God’s” house, and small
booklets containing selected portions only are much in
favor. A few more years and the worshipers will feel too
tired even to carry that.

It seems that, like an electric bell, the Church must be
re charged periodically with spiritual life and power. At
present, she is devoid of attractive and preservative energyi
with the result that tho crowds, instead of flocking into, are
actually rushing out of her. Recognising this fact, the Re?-
David Adams, Chairman of the Congregational Union of
Wales, declares that the Church is in serious need of re-
endowment. In view of such a declaration one naturally
asks, What has happened to Jesus Christ, the Churchs
head ? Has he taken offence at something and left her in a
huff? Or where is the Holy Ghost, who was to dwell
within her always, and lead her into all knowledge and
complete efficiency? Merely to ask such questions is to
fully expose the deceptive character of the Lamb’s Bride.

We are indebted to the New York Truthseeker for tho
following choice specimons of eloquence from "Billy
Sunday, the American evangelist, who is drawing more than
a Prime Minister’s salary from his soul-saving crusade ;

“ A young man or women who fights against the Christian
life cannot measure character with a grizzly ape or yello”?

°g-” -t

d It takes a little weazen-headed, jug-headed man to douu
God—I've sure got down to the size of some of the muts o
your town this morning.”

“ Let me say that when you little, vile hounds attack n®
you are a liar and a coward, for it is at the cause of JeBl
Christ and all the Churches united in these meetings you ar
striking over my shoulders. You little hum, I'm calling y°u

bluff.” .
““1If any minister believes and teaches evolution he is
stinking skunk, a fraud, a hypocrite, and a liar.” .
* The statement has been made by some dirty little puFR®
of the pulpit that there is no harm in the dance, the theatr >

or cards. To hell with that kind of a minister. | am nj
swearing, brethren, I am praying. A preacher of that s°
is worse than a bull-necked bar-tender her
“ If a woman on the avenue plays a game of cards m
home she is worse than any blackleg gambler in the slum3-
Wo do not think that in any profession in the world, sa®
that of Christian evangelicism, language of this sort w°n
be tolerated. Sunday is a converted prize-fighter, but ov
that profession must have gained in decency by bis coa' Oy
sion. Some clorgymon, it is only fair to say, have pubh ?
protested against Sunday's language, and somo of theabo
expressions were in reply to their protest. Dr. Washing
Gladden is among the number, and relates how,
clergyman on tho same platform with Sunday, had expres »
a belief in ovolution, Sunday shook his fist in his face, a
yelled:— a Op
“ Stand up there, you bastard evolutionist 1 s
with the Atheists and tho Infidels and tho whorem® t©
and the adulterers and go to hell.”
It is not reported that the clergyman wont.
felt inclined to say “ After you, Billy.”

Ho mi.gh"c

J. B.” has a long article in tho Christian i~0T?f,0st
July 17 on “ The Heart of Things,” but after reading IC jje
carefully we do not know what he means by the phra80, |
tells U3 that tho Christian Gospel is “ the nearest aPP oOr
to the heart of things which has yet been opened
race ” ; but how does he know that? No one can to ~
the hoart of things is, not even that they have a he&” jpe
consequently it is simply absurd to say of this, that, a ~ $
other that it is a nearer, or the nearost approac  eSs-
Every religion, “ J. B.” informs ns, is a more or less 8 jjis
ful attempt to find tho heart of tilings; but, of ~¢;bist8
own religion is the most successful of all, whilst $e
and Mohammedans think the same of their re*".!°ly Of a*
are convinced, on the contrary, of the utter . 1¥I0
religions alike, and stoutly maintain that science i8 b0t
agency that can lead us to the heart of things-, to Nat°f
words, it is by observing, examining, and listening g o
herself that we have any chance of getting her seer
her.
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements

(Lectures suspended till the Autumn.)

To Correspondents.

N8 fPENT's Honorarium Fund, 1913.—Previously acknowledged,

iva- "8, Received since:—E. Lancaster, £1; T. S.

~ \Wimbledon), 2s. 6d. ; W. Dodd, 10s.

* S" Renstan—We have neither a private secretary nor an
nice clerk. Every bit of our business has to be done with
nr own hands—from writing articles to acknowledging sub-
criptions for the various objects appealed for from time to
me in.the Freethinker. Elaborate book-keeping is absolutely
nnpossible ; and, as a matter of fact, we never charged a half-
penny for expenses against any fund that we “ran” in these
o. nans. We are as careful as we can be, and we make a
‘stake occasionally, but very seldom considering the circum-
ances. To the best of our belief we acknowledge every snb-
cription that arrives, writing out the acknowledgments when
e open the envelopes containing them. Letters are dealt
Hh, when necessary, at the same time; they are then torn
P and thrown into the waste-basket. We could trace a
“Cque, of course, afterwards; but not a small postal order,
Wi hi® fl0* individually identifiable in the pay-in to the bank,
'hat ‘s not acknowledged we are bound to treat as not having
cached us. Many things, it must be remembered, are lost in

6 Post Office—and are sometimes heard of in the police-

Ort. This is a long answer concerning a very small amount,

t the principle is the same whatever the size of the
wSubscription.

« uatbias.—We have read your letter carefully, and in many
asays does you credit. But you did not read our paragraphs

carefully as we read your observations. So far from recom-
mending that hunger-striking Suffragettes should be allowed to
saij\e to death, we blamed Mr. Bernard Shaw for making
on' *a Polish and impossible suggestion. Our own personal
els '°n*8‘'ba’ ‘be wh°le situation is pathological, like so'much

, e'npresent-day society. We call this our personal opinion,
j aUlewe only state it by the way without offering it as a
top,c for discussion in the Freethinker. To return. You failed

notice that the words “ There are plenty of cemeteries”
~ r®printed in inverted commas. They were not our words.
8do not think we are capable of such brutality. Those words

Buffl wba' we said that the authorities would address to the
bv~Sctte prisoners if the “ militancy ” policy were pursued

a working-class women’'s movement. We have but one

y 'n8 more to say. Many people abuse theword Determinism.
tb-T". r instance, apply it to the violent aggressor; you forget
bag * (aequally applicable to the rest of mankind. Society
.aright to protect itself against anti-social conduct on the
don °~'tamembers. We admit, of course, that this should be

(i R 8With as much common sense and humanity as possible.
latt'I™ (Montreal).—Thanks for your letter and cutting. The

hO 8V 8 dealt with elsewhere. We quite understand what a

p £ edof bigotry you are in.
ty. j~~Much obliged for cuttings.

VEIUYLO>—  opin'Oll without its grounds is of no particular
shoin -P thoes not onlighten or help us in any way. Nor
ma_, jt. We listen to facts and arguments, but we allow no

ty p 8 Judgment to weigh against our own.

Ajj’ —Your cuttings are very welcome.
V' S 2 * . are by no means llan empty shell.” Clear your
dép mthat nonsense and smile again. Not that a little self-
be e°lation now and then will do you any harm. But let it
ai”™y now and then. Most men suffer in the opposite

.p .£ . . .
«touls <""But those mine enemies, which would not that I
~ , ‘dreign over them, bring hither, and slay them before

. Hand!.°’GOUS. in Luke ix. 27. You would find our Bible
R, ( "°k useful for all such references.

fO t — Wo have not neglected “ the report of a great victory

y ree speech in Scotland.” We have not seen it. Perhaps
W, *1 explain your impolite postcard.

s, Sonol'l’- Bubscribing again, wishes to see the President’s
ARs Ssr.riUm ~nnd “ going stronger.”

_ farr,nj AR Society, Limited, office is at 2 Newcastle-street,
T'a* 1 n6don-street, E,C,,

'\B,rﬁ,,IQNAI‘ Secular Society's Office is at 2 Newcastle-street,
< ;; Rdon-s'reet’ e -c-

With gg S8rvices of the National Secular Society in connection
rsb°Uld ; ar Rurial Services are required, all communications
AITT*Ra t 8 addressed to the secretary, Miss E. M. Vance.
T®R6M1DI ‘he Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to

. 8 e'dreet, Farringdon-street, E.C
pnmust reach 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-
"> py first post Tuesday, or they will not be

J

~ioaeert 'pterature should be sent to the Shop Manager of the

TiaaMHbi i ,?88 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.,
..free»0 "he Editor.

to>Inker w'h he forwarded direct from the publishing

d«s, prany Part of the world, post free, at the following

tQatha oPa@ '—One year, 10s. 6d. ; half year, 5s. 3d. ; three
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Sugar Plums.

Next week's Freethinker will contain a long article by
Mr. Foote on the new edition of Mr. H. S. Salt's monograph
on Shel'ey.

Loving Christians tried to break up the Edmonton Branch
meeting on Sunday evening, but they failed in their amiable
attempt. Mr. Max Hope was the lecturer, and an able one
too. The next evening he ventured to ask a question of
the speaker on the platform of the West London Mission.
A pious constable arrested him, and he was bound over to
keep the peace he had never broken1 By the way, a lady
lecturer (Miss Pankhurst) should be well supported at
Edmonton this evening (July 27).

We are exceedingly sorry that in our issue for July 20, we
inadvertently attributed the description of the New Theology
as “ a Pantheistic and anti-Christian hash ” to Canon
Masterman. We ought to have stated that it occurs in a
review of the Canon’s book, The Challenge of Christ, which
appeared in the Church Times for July 11. We tender to
Mr. Masterman our sincerest apology, and beg to observe
that the reviewer, who employed the offensive characterisa-
tion of the New Theology, warmly eulogised the Canon’s
treatment of the subject. With this correction the paragraph
stands.

Li Hung Chang's Scrap Book, by Sir Hiram Maxim, is
causing the greatest possible consternation among the Chris-
tians in China. The missionaries are beside themselves
with indignation against the author aud his book, and would
burn both had they the power they once had. The
Shanghai Times could not find terms strong enough to
denounce the wicked volume, although its command of
Billingsgate is exceedingly great. The ire of the Times
was fanned into leaping flames by a long and powerful
letter from Sir Hiram, which the liepuhlican Advocate had
the courago to print. In this letter were quotations from
many eminent authorities, notably from the writings of the
learned Jesuit missionary, Pore Le Comte, who was honest
enough to tell the truth about the Chinese. It is a signi-
ficant fact that no Missionary Society has ever made use of
the valuable information contained in the letters of this
famous Jesuit. It is interesting to note that La Comte gave
the Chinese a splendid character, decidedly superior to that
of Europeans. And this is really the damning fault of Sir
Hiram Maxim’s book—it givos the Chinese such a good
character that the presence and labors of Christian mis-
sionaries among them can only be regarded as an insult and
a crime. This book is also unpalatable to the missionaries
because it shows the Chinese what Christianity is in itself,
and what it has roally dono in all tho ages of its dominance
in Christendom. Sir Hiram is to be heartily congratulated
upon tho fact that his Scrap Book is already doing much to
discredit tho Christian superstition everywhere, and parti-
cularly in China.—J. T. L.

From tho Daily News, Saturday, July 12 :—

“ Prison Religious Census.
“ The Home Secretary has informed Mr. Hay Morgan,
P., that a recent census of the religious persuasions of
inmates in England and Wales as stated by the prisoners on
reception were as follows:—

Church of England . 13,891
Roman Catholics 3,273
Wealeyans 442
Baptists............. 96
Presbyterians 93
Methodists - 87
Congregationalists 11
Jews 133
Freethinkers  ............. 109

“ Personal inquiry, Mr. McKenna adds, resulted in some
change of the figures, the chief alterations being that 13,957
were ascertained to be of the Church of England, 609
Wesleyans, and 209 Baptists.”

UsiDg tho amended figures in the three instances given we
find 18,329 Christians to 133 Jews and 109 Freethinkers.
On the face of it this overwhelmingly refutes the common
orthodox statement that “ infidelity and immorality aro the
same thing.” Not only,in England and Wales, but in other
countries, it is found that Freethinkers contribute less, not
more, than their proportion of criminals to tho general total.
If may even be leas than it looks. One would like to know
whether the whole 109 Freethinkers in this list professed
themselves Freethinkers or were placed in the list simply
because they bolonged to no Christian denomination.

like Caesar (both, by the way, were Free-
It was as potent as his

Napoleon,
thinkers) had a strong keen pen.
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sword. When we speak of his pen we must include his
tongue—both worked by the same strong brain. Some of
his sayings are as immortal as his deeds. Even about the
general run of them there is something. of the great
general’s sagacity and the good soldier’s brevity. Many
sarcasms, some of them very witty, were expended upon
Mme. Tallien, a famous frail beauty of the last days of the
French Revolution ; but which of them can be compared to
Napoleon’s that she “ had two or three husbands, and
children by everybody ” ? Compared with such a sentence
ordinary journalism and oratory are as flat ginger-beer to
a fine and fresh champagne. Even religious journalism and
oratory are poor things, with all their inspiration, after the
speech of the “ Corsican atheist ” who did not wait for the
Pope to put the crown upon his head at Notre Dame, but
took it between his own hands and clapped it upon his own
head.

Mr. J. W. Gott resents our references to him in recent
numbers of the Freethinker, and he has published an appeal
against what he seems to regard as our tyranny. It
appears that he started some *“ missionary” work in
Lancashire, paying the missionaries themselves at the rate
of a shilling a lecture, which must be highly conducive to
efficiency. One of these missionaries got into trouble with
the police at Blackburn by the use of indiscreet language in
a place of public resort. Mr. Gott prints two of his
missionary’s expressions. We see no reason for reprinting
them here. What we havo to say is that if Mr. Gott thinks
this sort of language proper and useful at public meetings his
ideas and ours are too far apart for useful correspondence.

Mr, Gott wrote to us in a great hurry when his missionary
got into trouble at Blackburn. He requested our advice as
to whether Mr. Thompson should pay the fine or go to
prison. We can hardly conceive a meaner request from one
human being to another. Wo have hinted this before ; we
say it plainly now, and once for all. Left to himself, Mr.
Thompson chose the fine; he also gave an undertaking not to
repeat his offence, or even to lecture on Atheism again
in .that district. This news was forwarded to us with a
further request that we would pay Thompson's fino and
costs, amounting in all to something like £5. Had we done
what Mr. Gott requested there would have been no tyranny
about us. We declined to exercise the presidential authority,
which must sometimes be exercised between Executive
meetings, on such a matter and iu such circumstances. Mr.
Gott still had it open to him, however, to apply to the
Executive at its monthly meeting. And he still has it open.

The statement with which Mr. Gott seeks to cover him-
self and gain sympathy is that “ tho lectures were delivered
under tho auspices of the N. S. S.” Wo reply that Mr. Gott
has no right to employ lecturers—at a shilling a timo or
otherwise—to represent tho National Secular Society. He
has no such commission himsolf, and how can ho impart it
to others? The idea that tho illicit use of the Society’s name
saddles it with responsibility is ono that could hardly enter
any head but Mr. Gott's. He says that his use of the
Society’s namo is not illicit. Ho is one of the Society’s
members, ho says, and that gives him a right to nse the
Society’s name as he pleases. There is, of courso, an easy
practical refutation of that sophistry. Meanwhile we may
notice another specimen of Mr. Gott's logic. “ | tell Mr.
Foote,” he says, “ that as long as | remain a member of the
N. S. S. my work will be for tho N. S. S., whethor ho likes it
or not.” This ridiculous outburst does not touch the point
at issue. That point is whether Mr. Gott shall use tho
Society’s name without its permission. Ho says that he
will.  We say that he shall not. And if he does not desist
out of regard to common sense and common decency, there
are ways of compelling him to desist, and they will be
employed. He will not bluff the N.S.S. Nobody has
ever attempted that very successfully.

Mr. Gott aims a parting shot at tho despotic President of
the N. S. S. “ Mrs. H. Bradlaugh Bonner,” he says, “ has
sent for full particulars of the Thompson trial, with a view
to having some questions put in the House of Commons.”
What a contrast to the do-nothing Mr. Footel But it
happens that Mr. Foote was at the bottom of that move-
ment. He introduced the Thompson case at a meeting of
the National Committee for the Repeal of the Blasphemy
Laws. No other member present had heard of it. It was
unanimously agreed that Mrs. Bonner, who occupies the
chair, should be requested to obtain further details, with a
view to several procedures, of which a question in the
House of Commons was one. It is never safe to assume
that Mr. Foote is doing nothing because he is not doing it
himself before the footlights. Those behind the scenes
know better.
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The Gospel History a Fabrication.

The Nazarenes.

In the Gospels of Matthew and Luke, as we have
seen, the supernatural birth of Jesus Christ is nar-
rated as having taken place at three different periods
of history. We have also seen that the Virgin Birth
story had no place in the primitive Gospel fro®
which Matthew, Mark, and Luke copied the main
portion of their narratives. That this story is an
early Christian fabrication is further proved by the
following facts relating to the Nazarenes.

1. The Christian religion took its rise amongst the
Jews; its first believers were also Jews. This faot
is admitted by all critics.

2. The name by which these primitive Jewish
believers were first known was “ the sect of the
Nazarenes "—as stated in the Book of the Aots
(xxiv. 5). It must not, however, be thought that in
citing “ the Acts ” as evidence | thereby assume that
book to be historical. | do nothing of the kind : hot
this particular fact is not dependent upon the accu-
racy or veracity of Luke; it is one that would be
known to all Christians of any standing in Luke’s
day. This name, too, was employed from the earliest
times throughout the entire East to designate
believers in Jesus Christ, and is still applied to
Christians in some Eastern districts at the present
day. We are also incidentally told in the Acts
(xi. 26) that these believers were first called Chris-
tians at Antioch. This may be true ; but the name
was applied only to Gentile Christians, and at O
much later period than that implied in the Acts-
The primitive sect of Jewish believers were knowO
from first to last (i.e., to the fourth century A.D.) 09
Nazarenes, though those of the sect who remained
faithful to the Jewish ritual reoeived the na®O0
Ebionites (from ebion, poor). It was probably thO
latter who were referred to in the text—*“ Bless0"
are ye poor,” etc.

3. Before tho appearance of the Greek canonicOl

jspels, the Nazarones had a Gospel of their own, 10
Aramaio, called the *“ Gospel according to the
Hebrews,” which was also the Gospel of the strict(,
members of the seot who were called EbioniteQ,
Now, we havo evidence that this Gospel contain0*
no Virgin Birth story, but commenced, like th®
canonical Mark, with the preaching of the Bapt®1
We also know that the Nazarenes and Ebionit09
believed Jesus to be merely a man, begotten by
Joseph. Thus, speaking of the Ebionites, Eusebio9
Bays (Eccl. Hist. iii. 27):—

“ They cherishod low and mean opinions of Christ-
For tkoy considered him a plain and common ma®
justified only by his exalted virtue, and that he
born by natural generation....... Thoy use only
Gospel according to tho Hebrews, esteeming the other
as 6f bot little value. Thoy alao pbsprve the Sflbba
and other rites of tho Jows.”

Treating of the same subjeot, Irenceus, who
mentions the four Gospels, says {Her. v. i. 8):—

“ Vain also are the Ebionitos....... who do not e
to understand that the Holy Ghost came uP°n,'?o'i
and that tho power of the Most High did ovorsu
her.” thO
Thus, those two kindred sects, that had been 7
first to embrace Christianity, came to be xe"™B
by the Gentile ohurohes (in the last quarter 0
second century) as heretios. They were quite @ ,ji0
that a Virgin Birth story was recorded in the G ™ e
Gospels; but they could not be induoed to b
or adopt it: so that in the time of EpJpB
(ad. 374—377) their Gospel commenced, 08 a
first, with the preaching of the Baptist. au°°*
Looking, now, at the foregoing faots, there ? .iOp
be the smallest doubt as to the deliberate fab® j e0Os

first

ho» e

of the story of the supernatural birth ot g,
Christ. The first generation of Jewish Bhf 0el
who for some unknown reason revered the o gflv0

Jesus, knew nothing about a Virgin Birth, a® ~ tb0O
no credence to it when they afterwards he
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story, And no other early Christians, save the
Nazarenes, were in a position to judge of the truth
or falsehood of that alleged event. If they rejected
the story, it was beoanse they knew it had been con-
oocted after their Gospel was written, and concooted
hy Gentile Christians who knew nothing about their
Jesus. The sect, it is true, narrated stories of that
personage working miracles ; but this was because it
was believed that the “ spirit of God ” had descended
opon him at his baptism : then he became a prophet
'ke Moses and Elijah—who were reported to have
eome down from heaven to converse with him.
Christian apologists and reconcilers, as might be
Expected, assert that the Nazarenes were a sect of
“eretics that arose after the appearance of the
canonical Gospels; but the faot that “ the sect of
"ke Nazarenes ” is named in “ the Acts ” as the first
society of Christians proves the assertion to be™a
ggﬁistian misrepresentation. The name “ Chris-
had, of course, come into general use in
"j“)0s time; but the appellation “ Nazarenes,”
which preceded it by many years, was known in that
Jay to have been the original name. The Nazareno
appears to have been a branch of that of the
faenes, whose dootrines and practices upon many
Points were in agreement with those afterwards
Scribed to Jesus. The Nazarenes were therefore
practioally Christians before they knew anything
8 °ut that personage—the belief in the latter as a
pophet being probably the only new matter added
Otheir articles of faith.

Jesds the Nazarene.

wCue of the most important facts in connection
'th Jesus Christ is that he is oalled in the Gospels
ia the Acts “ Jesus the Nazareno’—a title which
0 mistranslated “ Jesus of Nazareth." In no less
51l seventeen, passages the .Jewish saviar ds called
presos the Na2arens," the word empleyed iR seme
koing Nazoraios ; in others Nazarenos. By a
liuorari8On  Para*iei passages, we And both refer-
examp] same Peraon or seot, as in the following

Matt. xxvi. 71.—* This man also was with Jesus the
garene ” (Nazoraios).

Y *ark xiv. 07.—“ Thou also wast with Jesus the
azarene '’ (Nazarenos).

ay "F8"aPpellation might bo translated Nazarite,
book 110 seoond Nazareno; but Epiphanius, in his
~*stin®? ® eres®e8i quotes both as the names of two
of (jj sects among the Nazarenes of his time—one
caligj@ aPParently, being the proper name of those
for  kythe Gentiles “ Ebionites.” Hence, in con-
called ™ XTith Mathew’s statement—" he shall be
The a Nazareno "—Jesus is so called in the Gospels.
Uare guestion remaining is the origin of the
first n "ras JOBUS a member of the seot when he
theujg PPearod ? or, Did his Essene followers give
-8 aPPOllation to glorify his name ?
“J6s ' 10 the first plaoe, there can be no doubt that
Mth &, 6 Nazareno "’ was in some way connected
have 800t of the Nazarenes.” Why, otherwise,
Gligj gor translators and Revisers deliberately mis-
Certai Kua 'J 08118 of Nazareth ” ? We may he quite
réasOn ~kis was n°b done without some good
“erg ' Jn the next place (as will be shown later)
~a2arnfKGar8  kave been no city in Galilee called
bis QotG “rom whioh “ the Nazareno” could take
a0cd I00—and the latter appellation has to be
fbis tjj GJIf°r- Why, then, was Jesus so called ? To
beejj a re can be but one answer : Jesus must have
~UthoH™mker of the seot, and possibly one of some
evir/ In ~-ke name “ Jesus the Nazareno”
"John f.On™y employed in the same way as that of
K’ a pen6 Ns8ene,” who is mentioned by Josephus
Kr'2oria). @3N *n bhe Jewish war. Had the Jewish
buzaren » -~ occasion to refer to *“ Jesus the
?°t havj6’ ~ wou” kave been by this name ; but his
dene so clearly shows that Jesus must
& 0 GoaQ a*mosb unknown outside his own sect,
Intilag kel °f the Nazarenes was not composed
hOe years after the death of Jesus, and the
Ing then esteemed a prophet, it is not sur-
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prising that in those times fictitious sayings and
doings were ascribed to him. It should, however, be
remembered that miracles were then believed to be
possible, either by magio, the agency of Satan, or the
power of God. Why, then, should not Jesus be
credited with the power to work them ?

Assuming the Epistle to the Galatians to be
authentic, Paul refers in it to James, John, and
Cephas, who, he says, were “ reputed to be pillars "
of the primitive Jewish Church, the president being
“ James, the Lord's brother.” These—whom we
may assume to be historical —were, of course,
Nazarenes: from which faot it appears evident that
these three so-called “ apostles” of Jesus were
simply elders of the seot—the society having arisen
some time before Jesus came to be regarded as a
prophet. The other “ apostles” named in the
Gospels were probably only ordinary members of the
seot, of whom nothing was known except the names.
As to Peter, it is doubtful whether he was the same
person as Cephas (John i. 42) ; for the Synoptists
appear to have never heard of the latter name.

The Nazarenes, being Jews, required their converts
to be circumoised and to conform to all the Mosaic
ritual—except animal sacrifice. These conditions
Paul found to be a stumbling-block to the would-be
Gentile converts; he therefore set them aside as
unnecessary—making the simple belief in Jesus—
whom he exalted into a divine being—the sole con-
dition of salvation. Needless to say, that “ apostle”
had no authority for bo doing: for one of the tradi-
tional instructions of Jesus to his disciples was to
go only to “ the lost sheep of the bouse of Israel”;
while the last twelve verses in Mark's Gospel-
including the command to go to “ all the world ” and
preaoh salvation by faith only—were a later addition
to that Gospel, written long after the time of Paul.
The last-named *“ apostle” was an unscrupulous
innovator, and the real founder of Gentile Chris-
tianity, which in a short time spread from Asia
Minor to Greece, Rome, and Alexandria; but the
first seot of Christians, the Nazarenes, who merely
regarded Jesus as a prophet, “ having remained
beyond the reaoh of the great current which had
carried away all the other churches, were treated as
heretics ” (Renan).

The Gospel according to the Hebrews.

The Biblical critios who admit that the narratives
in the Synoptics were drawn from a primitive written
Gospel make no attempt to identify the latter
Gospel; but it appears that it was the “ Gospel
according to the Hebrews,” used by the Nazarenes.
Epiphanius says in his work on Heresies (xxx. 13)
that the Ebionites had a Gospel “ called the Gospel
according to Matthew, not entire and perfectly com-
plete, but falsified and mutilated, which they call
the Hebrew Gospel ” : after whioh he quotes the
opening paragraph—of John baptising in the Jordan,
and of the baptism of Jesus.

Again, Jerome, presbyter of Antioch, who lived at
the same period, says in his Commentary on
Matthew:—

“ lu the Gospel which the Nazarenes and Ebionites
use, which 1 lately translated from the Hebrew into
Greek, and which is called by very many the original
Gospel of Matthew, the man with the withered hand is
described as a mason,” etc.

This statement is in agreement with the faot that
the canonical Matthew (omitting the first two
chapters) is considered to be nearer to the primitive
Gospel than any of the others, besides containing
more Hebraisms. Moreover, the Gospel of the
Nazarenes appears to have contained all the three-
fold narratives which the Synoptists took from the
Common Souroe, besides several others not found in
the canonical Gospels. The statement of Epiphanius
that this Gospel was “ falsified and mutilated ” refers
to its not containing the Virgin Birth story, whioh,
as we know, the last-named editor added from an
apocryphal source. All the so-called Christian
“ fathers,” from Irenseus downwards, assumed as a
matter of course that the canonical Gospels were
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written in apostolic times, and were the originals
from which all other known Gospels were derived;
whereas, as a matter of fact, they were the last

writteil. Abracadabra.

George Borrow,
1803—1881.

“ 1 claim no place in the world of letters ; 1 am, and will
he, alone, as long as | live and after.” —L andob.

The small hot fierce tribe of Borrovians will be
delighted at the news that the city of Norwich has
been honoring that bright and particular genins,
George Borrow, the scholar-gipsy, who deserves the
tribute of the town as much as that other great
writer, Sir Thomas Browne.

It was one of fate’s little ironies which imposed cn
the pagan George Borrow the function of colporteur
of the British and Foreign Bible Society. The story
of Borrow’s introduction to the officials of the Society
is characteristic. Hearing of the possibility of work
for the Sooiety, the young man tramped from
Norwich to London, walking one hundred and twelve
miles in twenty-seven hours, and spending less than
sixpence on the way. On arrival, he told the
surprised secretary that he could translate Manchu,
and this was his first work for the Society. Borrow
went to St. Petersburg, and, facing great difficulties,
translated the New Testament into the Manchu-
QJartar dialect. There was nothing he was not ready
to do, even to setting up type, teaching wooden-
beaded compositors, buying paper, and hustling
Russian officials. Later, he went to Spain on behalf
of the Society, and the adventurous career he led in
the Peninsula while hawking Bibles in this most
bigoted of Catholic countries forms the groundwork
of one of the most vivacious travel-books ever
written, The Bible in Spain. *“ Gil Bias, with a touoh
of Bunyan,” the volume has been oalled wittily. For
the author pays small attention to the evangelical
business of the Society that dispatched him, and he
writes of thieves, murderers, gipsies, bandits, prisons,
ware, and kindred subjects, with all the gusto of a
Burton. Addressed to the narrow-minded Victorian
religious public, it was a wonderfully stimulating
drink to unaccustomed palates. It was the time
when strict evangelical parents forbade secular
books on Sunday, and Mr. Augustine Birrell has told
us how, as a boy, he rejoiced in the old pagan’s
writings, the innocent title of which had passed the
unsuspeoting critics on the hearth.

As may be imagined, the correspondence between
Borrow and the Bible Society officials is delicious
reading. For Borrow worshiped at many shrines
from that of Christ to that of Tom Sayers. We see
the old Adam peeping-out in the evangelist, as Dr.
Jeykll changed into Mr. Hyde, and the growing dis-
trust of the authorities, who saw their official boxing
the compass, and forgetting the narrow ohannel
which they wished him to pursue. At times,
Borrow quite forgot the theological jargon of Earl-
street, and it all ended in his being recalled and
being given no further employment.

This strange agent of the British and Foreign
Bible Society commenced his literary career in
London by writing the Newgate Calendar, which bears
so marked a resemblance to the earlier books of the
Holy Scriptures sold by the Society. He was ever a
fighter, even when his Flaming Tinman days were
over, and his animosities extended from popes to
parsons. When a Canon of St. Paul’'s ventured to
criticise The Bible in Spain, Borrow sent a saucy note
to his publishers, calmly stating that the ecclesiastic
was a jackass, and that he would be doing better by
minding his own business in his ugly cathedral.

Borrow had a real passion for adventure, and a
love of language. Whilst an articled clerk to a
solicitor at Norwich, he translated a volume of
ballads from the Danish. Later, at St. Petersburg,
he published his Targum: Translations from Thirty
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In the course of his travels
through France, Germany, Russia, and Eastern
Europe he learnt languages as he went. With the
exceptions of Sir Richard Barton and Prince Luoien
Bonaparte, he was probably the most enthusiastic
linguist who ever lived. Daring a few years of tra-
velling activity he translated portions of the Bible
into many languages and dialects, he produced a
Turkish version of Bluebeard, and rendered Danish)
Russian, and Welsh tales in English.

For the last forty years of his life he lived on
“ emotions remembered in tranquillity,” passing bis
existence between Oulton Broad, Norfolk, and
London. Lavengro, The Romany Bye, Wild Wales,
were all written amid the peaceful Broads, and his
tranquillity was only broken by fierce paper warfare
with publishers, critics, and reformers, who aroused
the old lion’s wrath. Borrow was always furious at
the want of public appreciation; but his fame has
grown since he died at Oulton, and Norwich has done
the right thing in purchasing Borrow’s house.

Nature mixed George Borrow in a moment of mag-
nificence. Only those who have realised for them-
selves the inadequacy of a pen when brought i°
contact with the rich and tumultuous glow of 1”0
can appreciate to the full the wonder of his achieve-
ment ; the imagination, the insight, which are
required to bring before us those unforgettable inci-
dents of human life. Besides all these gifts, be
possessed in a great degree the sense of the signl
ficance of life apart from any personal liking ot
disliking, of the beauty and continuity of the gre?]
stream. A little aloof, a little inscrutable he wn
ever remain, but magnificent because of his greatness
as an artist. Borrow was impatient of the narrow
standards of civilisation and sooiety, and loved fbe
men and women of the wayside. He recognised i°
these vagrants the true sons and daughters of “ Thc
Great Mother who mixes all our bloods.” Listen
his exquisitely phrased Pagan glorification of exist-
ence : “ Life is sweet, brother. There's night &
day, brother, both sweet things; sun, moon,
stars, brother—all sweet things; there’s likewise tbc
wind on the heath. Life is very sweet, brother’

who would wish to die ?” MIMNERMOS.

Languages and Dialects.

Our Lady of Guadalupe: The Brown
of Mexico.

Within balf-an-hour’s ride of the City of Mexico, in a P10, 9
and romantic situation on the top of a bill, may be *°un.,r
fine cathedral, of Spanish design, which is the lioadgnar
of the Brown Virgin of Mexico, hotter known to the fal“ll
as Our Lady of Guadalupe. <3
We aro informed by sacred history that for many cento*
it has been the custom of the Mother of God to apP™O0
occasionally in Catholic countries for tho edification of
pious, and it would have been a sad omission on her Pat
have neglected to put in an appearance in such a de
country as Mexico was in the time of the Spaniards. i0
It is reported that in the year 1531 tho Blessed >
appeared to a poor “ peon ” named Juan Diego on the €', g
site where the present cathedral now stands. Astonisn (
so wonderful a revelation and so groat an honor, the P »
Indian, after saying a prayer and devoutly crossing hi "0
rushed breathless to the nearest church and inform® .flg
clergy of the miracle ho had witnessed. Like the unbe»
disciple, they were not readily convinced, and sefyjrgifl

back again for further investigation. This time the ~ 9

not only favored him with an “ encore,” but can

beautiful rose-bush to spring out of the sand, w "le

ordinary circumstances, would have been a most uns

place for it to grow. j poi>
This confirmation settled tho mattor in the mind °~\»t

Juan. He returned to the church in holy fear, and, riests.
explaining his second adventure to the astonished P~"gli

they suddenly obserwed in the folds_of hisg* Ayathy &g QOMit
cloth used by poor Indians to carry thoir goods ear
them on a journey) a beautiful picture of Our L
rounded by celestial objects. bey00
The final corroboration put matters entirely ,0OCoV
doubt. A church was soon built on the site, and j*  JibO

dedicated to Our Lady of Guadalupe. Unfortuna gajOotb’
love, the course of true religion does not always *uD
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~any difficulties had to be contended with from the start.
; r Bady, like some others of less exalted position, had a
@ - Proud and haughty Castilian who came over
«h the conquerors, Nuestra Sefiora de Remidios (Our
aly of Help), was not at all inclined to give place to her

r'va® lhe Spaniards patriotically stuck to their

tlin n 6ea °* ®eaven>and looked down on the Queen of
6 Dagoes as they would have done on a daughter of

h>@d?z71a= For many long years this royal rivaly existed,
the time came at last when the Mexicans rose in revolt,

li&fa *B® cruelty °t the Spaniards, they threw off the
Penl ~°ne’ ard In the year 1810 established their inde-

th ice' After ridding themselves of their oppressors,
Bend- °St n° *me *n Paclflrg °F Our Lady of Help, and
e In8 Fer after them. ith solemn céremonies they
Fe °’?.€ urilcated her, and banished her for ever from the
tew aC Mexican Sefiora then reigned in peace, and
arded her patrons with innumerable miraculous cures,
anlve™ ~ear P*ons Indians come from distant villages on
era ?*ItnaSe 8ltine of their saint and, after painfully
the- UF a flisht  steps on their bare knees, present
*t humble offerings to their protectress,
are 16 Wa*'8 °I hh® little chapel at the back of the cathedral
see Covere(i wtth testimonials to the power of the Virgin;
tos-6i P~tnres are hung round, showing the blind restored
'SPt, cripples throwing away their crutches, and the sick
an,PIng from their beds. Names, date, and place are given,
But ,everything is most convincing to those who believe
Alle 4 sceptic there is a certain.amount of pathos in It
«tans- Seerns sad *° reflect how degraded human under-
ding may become through the influence of superstition
sar Se P°or_untn*ored Indian put his trust in such
cdk means’ and P*n his simple faith to the priests’ decoy

S. Soddy.

Correspondence.

FLYING FISH AND PHARAOH'S WHEEL.
_ TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”

j *R-The article by “ Sibley” in tho Freethinker of
aytl Jon " Faganism and Christianity ” is full of interest,
«torv t Partin whi®h he refers to relics reminds mo of the
asail a'30uh the orthodox old Scotswoman whose son became
Nitli °r’  Gn Bis return after a long absence, she plied him
dff flnestions about tho various things he had seen in
B v P 0IM3°f the world. At length he told her that on
lock” °ccaa*ons he had soon “ fleein’ fish.” *“ Noo, noo
ta0;' , Sad tho old lady with a knowing smile, “ dinna try
&ii0t Gan yer auld rnither. 1've heard afore o’ the lees you
shields come liame wi’, but ye'll no catch me.” Jock
c00v h'y lot this pass, and further on in the course of their
the j,r3»ti°n ho told about his experiences coming through
look f ~ea" ~he old lady's features at once assumed a
iOntot reverent awe when that Scriptural name was
S, LI°?e(”™ and sho waited with oager interest for all her

“ An’ thon, mither,” he remarked, "just as
BauiOs . °°t the middlo wo drappit the anchor, and when we
the wi ~ UP  Btart again wo found we had fished up ane of
da ] ~ 18 °f Pharaoh’'s chariot.” *“ Ay, laddie,” said tho
Bositiady a subdued voice, “ Dae toll mo that? What
Bad k OPr°°f o’ tho truth o’ the guid auld Book. | wish |

be°n there tae see't 1” g_mple Sand
i Y.

God and Immortality.

j. Selected by E. B.
dop “ llopo of a future state is that which our wise men
j ~ rniso, but do not prove.— Seneca.
O»fiadps to s° Bence to good men, but of that I am not very
that u ~or does it become any wise man to bo positive
~hicke j* be. | must now die, and you shall live, but
°Hly g 0* us is in the better state, the living, or the doad,
~oiM a “nows— Socrates on his dying bed.
Meu hr,.6* s?ul nor body has any more sense after death
I ¢ °r° Wrts born.—Pliny.
~tuté ?. deliver nothing as fixed and certain regarding a
StHe ®& hut only something as probable, and as having
wtiOUs eflBood of truth. Which of tho sentiments of the
18 tQost 080PBers is true, somo god must tell us; which
If 0 truth is a great question.— Cicero.
~y»its”™ 0 are gods they certainly pay no attention to tho
IVhé B'on.— Quintus Ennius.
is evil, and whence and how is mai
j ~he j 00*8 G°d ?— Tertullian.
I* grant ? ortality of tho soul is rather supposed, or takon
155 than expressly revealed in tho Biblo.—Arch-

THE FREETHINKER

477

il God made made man in his own image, man has
certainly returned the compliment.—Fontenelle.

If God did not exist, it certainly would have been neces-
sary to invent him.— Voltaire.

Science has conducted God to its frontiers, and thanked
him for his provisional services.— Caro.

God does nothing.— Thomas Carlyle.

The only excuse for God is that he does not exist.—
Stendhal.

If there be a presiding intelligence in the universe it
certainly suggests “ some blackguardly larrikin kicking his
heels in the clouds, not perhaps bent on mischief, but
indifferent to the fact that he has caused it.”—W. H.
Mallock.

Those are the elect of God, his best and most useful
servants who teach science and wisdom. They are the
luminaries and legislators of the world which, without their
help, would fall back into ignorance and barbarism.—Al
Mamoun, A rabian Philosopher.

Gods are even more changeable than men. In the course
of a century a god will become almost unrecognisable. The
God of the Christian has changed more than any other.—
Anatole France.

An honest God is the noblest work of man.—Ingersoll.

The truth is that no human being knows anything of
what is beyond the grave. If nothing is known, then it is
not honest for anyone to pretend that he does know. If
nothing is known, then we can only hope for the good.—
Ingersoll.

While one does not yet know what life is, how should we
know what death is?....... While you cannot serve man how
can you serve spirits ?— Confucius.

Death is not so great a matter when you don’'t make it
the gate to a heaven or to a hell.—E. Temple Thurston.

What went before, and what will follow mo, I regard as
two inpenetrablo curtains, which hang down at the two
extremities of human life, and which no man has drawn
aside.— Thomas Carlyle.

An Epitaph.

Here lies Jehovah, once tho God Supreme,
Now but the memory of an empty dream.

The fell disease that brought his end about

Is quickly told,—Jehovah was found out.

His life was long. His fortunes rose and fell
Like those of men. At first ho did but dwell
Among the household Gods of some wild clan,
Perhaps, at first, the ghost of their head man.
Successful battles fame and honor brought

To him the victors worshiped. Men wero taught
By cunning priests his friendship to procure,
And by rich gifts their welfare to ensure.

"Twas said that Jupiter his place had gained

By conquering Saturn, who before had reigned.
A paltry boast, beside the ample claim

With which Jehovah’s priests adorned his fame.

Tho God who once, with other oddments, rode
Inside a box, or in a tent abode,

Who once to win a paltry fight had failed,
Creator of the Universe was hailed.

When, 'noath Imporial Rome’s corrupted sway,
The classic nations fell into decay,

And learning withered till it almost- died,

The Jew God’s worship triumphed far and wide.
Through ten long centuries of darkest night,

All Europe knew and feared Jehovah's might.
On God was centred every heart and mind,

To every other subject men were blind.

But when tho dawn of science lit tho earth

And ushered in the cultured world’s re-birth,
Tho knoll of ghosts and Gods was surely rung,
Whose fate on ignorance and darkness hung.
God died not suddenly, but pined away,

His priests with every art prolonged his stay.
They strove with all their heart and soul and might
To stop the progress of the fatal light.

No deed too vile, no lie too gross they found
To keep their useful phantom safe and Bound,
But all their foul conspiracy was vain.
Jehovah'’s dead, and ne’er will rise again.
As “ essence immanent "’ Jehovah'’s ghost
Still haunts his former strongholds, and a host
Of priests exploit his shadow for their bread,
Who know full well tho Bible God is dead.
Herbert W. Tuurlow.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Etc.

Notices of Leotures, eto., must reach uaby first post on Tuesday,
and be marked “ Lecture Notice” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.

OUTDOOB.

Bethnal Gbeen Bkanch N. S.S. (Victoria Park, near the
Bandstand): 3.15, Mr. Darby, a Lecture ; 6.15, Miss Koagh, a
Lecture.

Camberwell Bkanch N. S. S. (Brockwell Park): 3.30, a Lecture.

Croxdon Branch N. S. S. (Katharine-stre6t, near Town Hall):
7, Mr. Gallagher, a Lecture.

Edmonton Branch N. B. B. (Edmonton Green):
Pankhurst, a Lecture.

Kingstand Branch N. B.S. (corner of Ridley-road): 11.30,
E. Burke, “ The Empire of Man” ; 7.30, F. Schaller, “ Science
v. the Bible.”

North London Branch N.B.S. (Parliament Hill Fields):
3.15, Debate, H. Donovan and W. Davidson, “ The Biddle of
the Universe." Finsbury Park : 6.30, J. Hecht, a Lecture.

West Ham Branch N. S. S. (outside Maryland Point Station,
Stratford, E .): 7, a Lecture.

Wood Green Branch N. S.S. (Jolly Butchers Hill, opposite
Public Library): 7.30, E. Burke, a Lecture.

7.45, Miss

COUNTRY.
I ndoor.

Preston Branch N. S. S. (B. S. P. Rooms, 7 Market-street):
7 to 8, G. Glaister, “ The Reformation.”

PROPAGANDIST LEAFLETS. New Issue. 1. Christianitya
Stupendous Failure, J. T. Lloyd; 2. Bible and Teetotalism, J. M.
Wheeler; 3. Principles of Secularism, C. Watts; 4. Where Are
Your Hospitals! R. Ingersoll. 5. Because the Bible Tells He
So, W. P. Ball; 6. Why Be Good! by G. W. Foote. The
Parson’'s Creed. Often the means of arresting attention and
making new members. Price 6d. per hundred, post free 7d.
Special rates for larger quantities. Samples on receipt of
stamped addressed envelope.—N. S. S. Becretabt, 2 New-
castle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

LATEST N. S. S. BADGE.—A single Pansy
flower, size as shown ; artistic and neat design
in enamel and silver ; permanent in color ; has
been tbe means of making many pleasant
introductions. Brooch or Stud fastening, Gd.
Scarf-pin, 8d. Postage in Great Britain Id.
Small reduction on not less than one dozen.
Exceptional value.—From Miss E. M. Vance,
General Secretary, N. S. S., 2 Newcastle-street, London, E.C.

A LIBERAL OFFER—
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America’s Freethought Newspaper.

THE TRUTH SEEKER'
FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT, 1873.
CONTINUED BY E. M. MACDONALD, 1883-1909.
G. E. MACDONALD . E dio®
L. K. WASHBURN E ditorial Contributor

Subscription Rates,

Single subscription in advanoe — _ »3.00
Two new subscribers «. 6-00
One subscription two years in advanoo .« 5.00

To all foreign countries, except Mexioo, 50 oents per annum ext™
Subscriptions for any length of time under a year, at the rate o
25 cents per month, may be begun at any time.
Freethinkers everywhere are invited to send for specimen cop,c 1
which are free.
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY,
Publishers, Dealers in Freethought BookB, ,
62 Veset Street, New Yobk, U.d**

Determinism or Free Will?
By C. COHEN.

Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.

A cleatl and able exposition of the subject in
the only adequate light— the light of evolution

CONTENTS.

I. The Question Stated.—Il. “ Freedom" and " Will.
Consciousness, Deliberation, and Choice.—IV. Some
Consequences of Determinism.—V. Professor James on
Dilemma of Determinism.”—VI1. The Nature and Implic»1ar
of Responsibility.—VIl. Determinism and Character.—V I1*
Problem in Determinism.—IX. Environment.

PRICE ONE SHILLING NE~

(Postage 2d.)

wn A

The Pioneer Press, 2 NewoaBtle-stroet, Farringdon-street,

NOTHING LIKE IT. d

Greatest Popular Family Reference Book and Sexology— Almost Given Away. A Million s°©
at 3 and 4 dollars— Now Try it Yourself.

Insure Your Life—You Die to Win;

TRsH flcf
4 Q6

~

Ignorance Kills—knowledge saves—bo wise
knowing how to live.
Fathers fail, mothers are “ bod-ridden,” babies die.

Buy this Book, You Learn to Live.

in time. Men weaken, sicken, d® Od.
“ Habits that enslave 1L wrock thousands—young 8 eotjdS
Family feuds, marital m

divorcos—even murders—All can bo avoided by self-knowledge, self-oontrol. ~

You can discount heaven—dodgo hell—hero and now, by reading and apply*8™"#!
wisdom of this one book of 1,200 pages, 400 illustrations, 80 lithographs on 18 ana

color plates, and over 250 prescriptions.

OF COURSE YOU WANT TO KNOW WHAT EVERYONE OUGHT TO

T he
T he
T he
T he

Y oung—How to choose the beat to marry.
Married—Hew to be happy in marriage.
F ond Parent—How to have prize babies.
Mother—How to have them without pain.

T he Childless—How to bo fruitful and multiply.

T he

and 4h¥ays’ kEpt HEFZH8-date).

Curious—How they “ growed ” from germ-oell.

T he Health! —How to enjoy life and keep well.
T he Invalid—How to braoco up and keep well.
Whatever you'd ask a doctor you find herein. enlarged)
Dr. Foote's books have been the popular instructors of the masses in America for fifty years (often re-written, LGE IS
Esp WoBptf yeare ey Miave oW [BfGBly tvem ToRdeR) ® all EsorbNED where “1a IO
Last editions are best, largost, and most for the prico. You may BBha tl®

spoken, and everywhere highly praised.

by not buying, and you may lose your life (or your wife or child) by not knowing some of the vitally important truin
Most Grateful Testimonials From Everywhere.

Gudivoda, India : “ It is a storo of medical knowledge in plainest
language, and every reader of English would bo benefited
by it.”—W. L. N.

Triplicane, India : “ | have gone through tho book many times,
and not only benefited myself but many friends also.”—

G.W.T.
Somewhat Abridged Editions (800 pp. each)

1y 0 b’c
Panderma, Turkey : “ 1 can avow frankly there I® **.0jjenjisy
found such an interesting book as yours.” —K. B- \
Calgary, Can. : “ The information therein has changed
idea of life—to bo nobler and happier.”—D. N. pric 1
Laverton, W. Aust.: “ | consider it worth ten times
I have benefited muoh by it.” —R. M. o,
finnis»1

can be had in German, Swedish, or

Price EIGHT SHILLINGS by Mail to any Address.

ORDER OF THE PIONEER PRESS,
2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, EG.
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national secular society.

President: G. W. FOOTE.
MTelary; Miss E M. Vanoh, 2 NewcaBtle-st. Loudon, E.C.

gjo Principles and Objects.

audU@RISM *ea°bea that conduct should be based on reason
juto f °w™ 80, It knows nothing of divine guidance or
ro Ofence; it oxcludes supernatural hopes and fears; it

N“aPpinoss as man's proper aim, and utility as his

Libf~sm affirms that Progress is only possible through

8eeks f *8atonco a dght and a duty; and therefore

fdal8£ rcn?ve every barrier to the fullest equal freodom of
Se> | ac0J] an” speech.

aB Jjblarism declares that theology is condemned by reason

aB=i] P~titioua, and by experience as mischievous, and
Ses1 as ~o historic enemy of Progress.

spte ?larism accordingly seeks to dispel superstition; to

nmOra].f education; to disestablish religion; to rationalise

Nater' |’ Prom°i° peace; to dignify labor; to extend

tepnell-being; and to realise the self-government of

A Membership.

(oliQ@. Person is eligible as a member on signing the
ij 5'8declaration :—

PWp dos*re to join the National Secular Socioty, and I

Far, ..myseif> if admitted as a merabor, to co-oporato m
Qit«ng its objects.”

j thin............... day of . 190........

With I8 declaration should bo transmitted to the Soorotary
/'.Subscription,
N~ o n d a minimum of Two Shillings per year, every

hish r 3 . kis own subscription aooording to
“joans and interest in the cause,

Tho Immediate Practical Objects,
tiaQ, .koyitimation of Bequests to Secular or other Free-
WetQi“ Societies, for tho maintenance and propagation of
Ctdit X °Pioions on matters of religion, on the same
.*,»»? aa apply to Christian or Thoistio churches or
Nations.
koli,8 Abolition of tho Blasphomy Laws, in ordor that
out f0aUmay bo canvassed as frooly as othor subjocts, with-
Tho rt?i ~DO or imprisonment.
Chbuj-v ~Mestablishment and Disondowmont of tho Stato
The ?8* England, Scotland, and Wales,
jo sd volition of all Religious Touching and Biblo Reading
hy thf, 2 § or othor educational establishments supported

chilj8 j»Poning of all ondowed educational institutions to the
. aud youth of all classes alike.

Siiafl bre8aGon of all laws interfering with tho froe uso
Surtcaw: 196 the purpese ef eulture and recreation : and the
ad * 9P g of Stato and Municipal Musoums, Libraries,

A ;G.GHHofEes.

“lual inat' 13 °1 hho Marriago Laws, especially to securo
ald fao.i t@ior kusband and wife, and a roasonablo liberty

'C Ny °fdivorce.

I~alisatiou of tho logal status of mon and women, so
. Thup ~ots may bo independent of soxual distinctions.
tQntho*, GOG°U °f children from all forms of violonco, aud

iirQocl of thoso who would mako a profit out of thoir

XhoAr® .labor.
h&°tini. Oit'on of all horoditary distinctions and privileges,

-¢cethood sP'rit antagonistic to justico and human

<'konti Q*Fr?vement by all just aud wiso moans of tho con-
* to\\Ji Uaily life for the massos of the people, especially
an<f cities, where insanitary and incommodious
~hnosa’ .*b° want of open spaces, causo physical
it ~ho p. anc*diseaso, and tho deterioration of family life.
(JS5f fO( .potion of tho right and duty of Labor to organise
2bi t0i0,8 ~oral aud economical advancement, aud of its
k fho gn,Ual protection in such combinations.
|@bt jo 8ktution of tho idoa of Reform for that of Punish-
(Sfir bOB,° treatment of criminals, so that gaols may no
tlj “PlacesP fCcs °f brutalisation, or oven of more detention,
AOMio 0L Physical, intellectual, and moral olovation for
ExtQar? dieted with anti-social tendencies,
Jb bn”j Blou °f tho moral law to animals, bo as to seouro
0 PromO Iroafmsnt and logal protection againBt cruelty.
.. b of * °f Peaco betwoon nations, and tho substi-
"lobal ¢jiB “Ration for War in tho Bottlemont of iutor-
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