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Our missionary offices to America as to Africa, consist
believe principally in the stealing of land, and the
termination of its proprietors by intoxication.
—John Ruskin.

The Dead Jew.

I'se ancient Jews ocoupied an insignificant place in

tr_E_WorId’s history. The land they inhabited, as
Aitbigr, says, was of the size and fertility of Wales,
the chosen people described it as a land flowing
th milk and honey. In the same way, they made
®toselves out to be the most important nation on
ii . globe—whioh they regarded as flat, as we should
0 We believed in their nonsense. God Almighty
9 always thinking about them. Even when they
*oto trouble it was only his way of showing his
°ern about them. Their chastisements were a
8gi o* his love.

bo . Plain truth is the opposite of their patriotic
& ~'nga. The Jewish nation simply existed on
oranoe. Its existence as an independent kingdom

of 3 emarkably brief. It disappeared as soon as one
h be great empires stretched out its paw for the
n of Palestine.
t NN ~ew oofibnte to the world’s oivili-
on? In science, art, and philosophy he was
Qe a"Oly barren. But he was a fioroe religionist.
nng to his god Jahveh with invincible tenaoity.
Wes i°r Wa9 himself, immensely magnified; and he
iQi berefore worshiping himself in disguise. His
it °DWas Patriotism, as his patriotism was egotism.
Wonj8 *pw against the world, and of course the
~  got the best of it.
hn~"~~holess, the Jew had his revenge. He
lock &~*mB°’li on bbo modern world by proxy. As
tbe we°ald have it, his prophetical Soriptures were
arose artb8 Poiot of the new universal religion whioh
of of the wreok of the old national religions
fan 0 ftomam Empire; and the Jewish spirit of
~ jcci8ln waB neoessary in the apostles of a faith
i&r, .Wa8 I* triumph over civilisation as well as the
<J al authority.
up its own Soriptures with
Noarl © ~Qa*sm>and is only now, after a lapse of
BParaftw® bkousand years, beginning to make a
Critic I°nl through what is oalled “ The Higher

thQc 801, Christian “ soholars” took Hebrew as
~o*ld ™ fj 0i learning. Palestine as the centre of the
tbs Potty squabbles of Jewish tribes as
been oh nn’versal history. But all this has

8earohe an”™ n® oiooe oriental Btudies, scientific re-
~Oroom @e°raPbioal exploration, and world-wide
8lI"gbte rnun’cabi®ni have broadened our minds and
flue °Dr conception8 of the past. Not to put
jja.~0"b uPon it, the ancient Jew is played
16ft» ° 1B a detected fraud. He lied himself into
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a fine reputation, and Christianity, for reasons of its
own, supported him in the imposture. Wider know-
ledge has exposed his pretensions. When we were
shut up, century after century, to slender sources of
information, it was easy to deceive us. We were
like the boy, who thinks a lot of his village pond,
until he gazes on the mighty oo9an.

Tes, we are getting over that Jewish delusion.
We have studied ourselves out of its history and
Boience, but there still remains a final act of eman-
cipation. Christianity goes on worshiping a dead
Jew. It adores him as a veritable god; it also
affeots to regard him as a transcendent man. It
makes him the be-all and the end-all of humanity.
The thought of going beyond him is blasphemy. He
is first and last, and there is none beside him.
Salvation is still of the Jews, through the worship
of Jesus Christ. They are dead in everything else,
but they live in this, little as their modern
descendants suspect the fact.

The godhead of Christ is at its last gasp. The
reactionaries see that it can only be perpetuated by
a tyrannous abuse of our system of national educa-

tion. If the child bo not captured the man is lost.
This is the admission of the Trinitarians. Nor is
this all. God the Father is once more asserting his

predominance in Christian theology, and the Son is
falling into a plaoe of subordination. By this means
he will pass out of godship altogether. It is only a
guestion of time. Will it indeed be very long before
Christendom exclaims—Great Christ is Dead |

We know how mythioal is the “ history’ of Christ.
His career is a plagiarism of that of the old sun-gods.
His very crucifixion is a shifting anniversary, with
the sun and moon; and his resurreotion marks the
real birth of the year at the vernal equinox. And
thus, if Judaism has survived in Christian teaching,
Paganism has survived in Christian rites and oere-
monies. The old nature-gods are hard to kill. They
have a deeper life than the gods of yesterday. Men
will bask in the sunshine and cry “ Hail!” to the
“ god of day ” after Christ is swept down to oblivion.

What remains when Christ is gone? The man
Jesus. And what is he ? A dead Jew? Simply this
and nothing more. And why is a dead Jew better
than a dead Greek, a dead Roman, a dead Hindu, a
dead Chinee, a dead Egyptian, or even a dead
Englishman ? It was once asked, Can any good
come out of Nazareth ? It is greater folly to ask,
Can any good come except out of Nazareth ? Such
narrow parochialism is unworthy of the human
spirit. The world is greater than Nazareth, and
Humanity is greater than Jesus. We will not bend
for ever over the tomb of the Nazarene. It is a
slavery to keep us there. We will be ecleotic. What
good Jesus taught (if he ever really lived) we will
accept. But we will also rejeot the rest. We will
not worship a dead Jew. = G w Fqgqte.
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Religious Epidemics.—III.

(Continued from p. 323.)

ONE enduring and inevitable consequence of the
prevalence of monastioism has not, | think, been
sufficiently noticed by many writers. That is, its
influence on the ideal of marriage, on the family,
and on the domestic virtues generally. Gibbon said
that the Pagan world regarded with astonishment a
society that perpetuated itself without marriage.
Unfortunately, this perpetuation was only secured
by the sacrifice of some of the dearest interests of
the race. For in general one may say that any
appeal to the idealistic aspect of human nature
affects precisely the class that are in least need of
such a stimulus. The world would indeed lose little,
and might possibly gain something, if many who
become parents died without leaving descendants.
But there is no evidence that monastioism, with its
preaching of celibacy, ever attracted this class. The
safe assumption lies in quite the opposite direction.
Monastio Christianity made its appeal for celibacy
on behalf of purity and religion. The sexual rela-
tions of men and women were deliberately labelled
as “wunclean.” Married persons had undergone
“ defilement.” Neither the social nor individual
value of marriage and the family were recognised,
but were at best permitted as inesoapable evils.

Hardly any movement ever struck so hard and so
disastrously at social wellbeing as did monasticism.
Wives were encouraged to desert their husbands,
husbands to desert their wives, children their
parents. Parents, in turn, were exhorted to devote
their children to the monastio life; and although, at
first, thoee who had been condemned to monasteries
by their parents were allowed to return to the world
on reaohing maturity, this liberty was taken from
them by the Fourth Council of Toledo in 688.*
Some few of the Christian writers of this period
protested against children forsaking their parents;
but, in general, to trample upon affections of this
kind, was treated as the supreme proof of excellence.
St. Jerome fully expressed this in the following
passage.—

“ Though your little nephew twine his arms around
your neck; though your mother with dishevelled hair,
and tearing her robes asunder, point to the breast with
which she suckled you; though your father fall down
on the threshold before you, pass on over your father's
body. Fly with tearless eyes to the shadow of the
cross. In this matter cruelty is the only piety....... Your
widowed sister may throw her gentle arms around you.
....... Your father may implore you to wait but a short
time to bury those near to you, who will soon bo no
more; your weeping mother may recall your childish
days, and may point to her shrunken breasts and to
her wrinkled brow. Those around you may tell you
that all the household rests upon you. Such chains as
these, the love of God and the fear of hell can easily
break. You say that Scripture orders you to obey your
parents, but he who loves them more than Christ loses
his own soul. The enemy brandishes a sword to slay
me. Shall | think of a mother’s tears ?”f

The consequences of such teachings are not
difficult to forecast. Marriage as an institution
became coarsened and brutalised. Dean Milman
said that in all the discussions concerning marriage
and celibaoy he could not recall a single instance
where the social aspect appears to have ocourred to
the disputants. Children are rarely mentioned
except as an illustration of some point, as one might
use any other natural object. Dean Milman’s remark
is not only true of early Christian literature ; to
some extent it holds of Christian literature as a
whole. That much-admired evangelical olassio, for
example, Banyan's Pilgrim's Progress, shows a curious
obliviousness to the value of family and social life.
Individual salvation is its keynote. Nothing is to be
allowed to stand in the way of that. But neglect of
the social and humanising aspects of family life

* Lecky, History of European Morale, vol. ii., p. 131.
f Cited by Reeky, vol. ii., pp. 134-5.

THE FREETHINKER

June |, 1918

inevitably lead to a hardening of character and
brutalising of social relationships. The brutal
ferocity of the theologioal disputes of this period
has never failed to arouse the comments of his-
torians. But there was nothing to soften and
humanise them. Everything was dominated by the
theological interest. Next to the sin of heresy in
oneself was the tolerance of heresy in others. Ana
we owe it in no small measure to monkish aotivity that
the tolerance of Pagan times, with the widespread
respect for truth-seeking, was replaced by the narrow
intolerance of the Christian ages, and whioh has
never been eradicated in Christian Europe.

Following upon this influence was the almost total
extinction of the civic life and civio virtues that had
been so striking a feature of the old Roman Empire-
“ A candid examination,” says Leoky, “ will show
that the Christian civilisation has been as inferior
to the Pagan ones in civio and intellectual virtues as
they have been superior to them in the virtues ol
humanity and chastity.” One may justifiably ques-
tion the acouraoy of the concluding part of this
statement, but the opening portion admits of over-
whelming proof. Celibaoy is not chastity, and the
reduction of sexual relationships to mere animalism
does not result in purity. And it is difficult to see
how the coarsening of character that Lecky himself
describes oan be consistent with a heightened
humanity. But there is no question that the growth
of humanity spelt disaster to the civio life and instf*
tutions of the Empire. Nothing the Romans did
was more admirable than their organisation and
development of municipal life. Tbey made
attempt at a uniform organisation, but gave as mnoh
free play to local feeling and liberty as was con-
consistent with imperial order and peace.* Civi°
life became, in consequenoe, well ordered and per'
sistent. It was far less oorrupt than administration
in the capital, and freedom persisted in the towns
for long after it had praotioally disappeared in RomO,
Indeed, but for the influence of Christianity it is no
improbable that the urban municipalities might havO
provided the impetus for the rejuvenation of tn
Empire.

Against this, however, monastio Christianity
in antagonism from the outset. To begin with,
object was individual salvation, not social develop
mont. And to this sooial activities presented them
selves as a decided hindrance. People were exhorte
to the monastio life, and praised because of thel
negleot of oivic duties. And as this exhortat*0
naturally affected the more thoughtful and the m°
conscientious, the immediate consequenoe was
lower the character of municipal life by throwing 1
direction into the hands of a less worthy cl® '
Next, the frenzy for individual salvation, and 6
growing influence of monastioism, made even ass
ciation with non-Christians, if not a sin, at least
the highest degree undesirable. Theology beoa
the one absorbing and the one important topio. j
figure of the monk becomes supreme, and his &
infeots and paralyses the healthful activities 0L
mass of the people. The Pagans would have on
stood by a “good man" one who spent himsel
the interests of his country. The Christian on |
stood by it one who succeeded in saving his oB.
by the sacrifice of all family and social affeoti
Monastioism, vampire-like, fed itself upon the ~*
blood of the empire, and the oivio life and idea f
Rome sank into a mere tradition, to inspire long a
such men as Rienzi and those of the Frenoh |
lution.

I have no space to more than notice a?0
religious epidemic, also of great significance fp
history of both religion and civilisation. This 10
various crusades for the recovery of the Holy jjjef
Pilgrimages to the burial places of saints and ° ad
sacred spots connected with Christian history ~
long been in vogue, and had formed both a Ba ”~0
revenue to the Church and of inspiratioo™"”

HIE ok
* For a fine sketch ol Roman municipal life seo nill's P»0

Society from Nero to Marcut Aurelius, ch. ii.
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aithful. Among these places of pilgrimage, Jeru-
salem held a prominent place, and for purposes of
protection and comfort, the pilgrimage usually in-
of th a“ar™e nnmber of people. Towards the end
the eleventh century, pilgrims who returned home
complained of ill-treatment by the Mohammedans,
ooent events in Europe have shown how easy it is
ven to-day to rouse Christian feeling against a
ohammedan power, and it was considerably easier
0do so in the eleventh century, and with a people
nly Just recovering from such an epidemio as
onasticism. Between them, Pope Urban Il. and
eter the Hermit—the former from political reasons,
°d the latter from sheer fanaticism—succeeded in
08]Jog Europe to a maniacal desire for a recovery of
6 Soly Land. And for nearly two hundred years
6 world saw a series of crusades on as absurd an
rrand as ever engaged the energies of mankind.
Ordinary histories lean to representing the
rO8ades as a series of armed expeditions, led by
PUnces, nobles, and kings. This gives a quite
accurate conception of the movement during its

i@, virulent stages. It was, in reality, a psycho-
(jgical epidemio. No custom, howsoever ancient, no
3 po law, was allowed to stand before the

fading mania. Peter himself led a huge con-
n Dre of people, ill-armed, and including a large
th Kr sick, aged, and even children. Some of
fer m were led by a goose and a goat—a curious
e '"°y in selecting symbols. Although on a religious
~Pedition, small regard was paid to humanity or

cenoy. Defenceless cities en route were sacked,
I3 t"®& outraged, and men and ohildren murdered.
Rhe Jews were murdered wholesale. Generally, the
la°ghter of Jews at home was preparatory to

h INg abroad. Germany, Hungary, Bulgaria,
E'il °agb themselves providing contingents for the
t}j 8aa*hg army, suffered heavily by the passage of

® ondisoiplined, lawless crowds.

.b® dost remarkable of all the Crusades, and one
thnrn. WeH shows the character of the epidemio, was
ein Children’s Crusade of 1212. It was said that the
Pfie ~rnsaaera bad oaused their failure, and
child8 Wen™ about France and Germany calling upon
bad r°n wbab the wickedness of their fathers
Noat>fVene” Moeir doing.  The children were told

aad th Sawou”™ dry nP bo give them a passage,
&p be Mohammedans stricken by the Lord on their

Stg ?a°b. A peasant lad, twelve years of age,
°rde ~loyes, received the usual vision, and was
°hilrl *ea(b bbe Crusade. Commencing with the

Nitk f6f aronn(J Paris, he collected 80,000 ohildren,
A out money or food, and commenced the maroh.
terejOrman army of 40,000 ohildren was also mus-
thi8 p ei“by a boy of ten years of age. The resnlt of

6,000 T ade ma™ kO bold in a few words. About
liars the French contingent, having reaohed
OwCe Jes> were offered a passage by some ship-

and were sold into slavery. Many others
UQ .e same fate, the girls being reserved for a
oyér ®niBter traffic. Thousands died on the march
aKkain b°. A1P8 Some succeeded in getting home

p ’'roined in both mind and body.

Period aboat 5,000,000 lives were lost during the
Pifgj. bhe Crusades. And what were the results ?
Wbs ' r*Gre is no question that the religious feeling
nubgl-8 rOngthened.  Persecution of heretics and
Mere [ ag88Dme” almost a mania. Crusades
in . Jated in other directions—against the Moors
he(e£0*. affainst the Albigenses, and against other
the re,8 Pailuro did not oure fanaticism—it fed it;
~*eranUrned Crusaders bronght their religions in-
?f the ~.boiie with them, and it was not the policy
{die. rp,.~cb to allow this intolerance to remain
*8a me '8*S0nG 8/e °b bbe pioture. The other Bide
d’abelv favorable one, although it did not imme-
bihje br °W 'bself. But the Crusades, for the first
I?biinatoCD™  bhe uncivilised Christian West into
®ast, r Confact with the civilised Mohammedan
ac°Qrae ar™e bodies of people had met a people with
Jfas 6reat ebna*b° their own, and with ahumanity that

tQ/bioh fu’and P°a8°88ing aculture and a civilisation
hey could lay no claim. Hitherto, Moham-
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medan oulture had only influenced Christendom
through the medium of the Spanish schools and univer-
sities. Now, the influence became more general. A
taste for greater comfort began, literature began to
improve. We approach the period of the Renaissance,
and to that new birth the indirect influences of the
Crusades, despite their religious intolerance, and
cruelty, and fanaticism, offered a contribution of no
small value.
C. Cohen.

God and Nature.

It is a remarkable and highly significant fact that
every fairly old church or chapel is surrounded by a
graveyard. The popular impression is that the
church or chapel antedates the graveyard; or, in
fact, that the graveyard is there because it is, in a
sense, subservient to church or chapel. Indeed, it is
generally taken for granted that a church is a place
of worship, and that the dead are buried in its
vicinity because it is customary to hold a Divine
Service prior to interment. Only the other day a
clergyman asserted that “ the ancient Britons built
Stonehenge because they were awed by the terrors
of the Universe and sought to propitiate the sun-god
with human blood.” The truth is, however, that the
graveyard is older than the church, and that the
latter owes its origin to the former. There is abun-
dant evidenoe to show that, originally, what we call
a church was not a plaoe of worship at all, but a
slab to mark the place of burial, a heavy stone laid
on the grave to prevent the dead from rising, or a
heap of stones supposed, in many instances, to be
inhabited by the ghosts of the deceased. Major
Conder (quoted by Grant Allen in his Evolution of the
Idea of God, p. 41) describes the various stones
employed in the following manner.—

“ Rudo stone monuments, bearing a strong family
resemblance in their mode of construction and dimen-
sions, have been found distributed ovor all parts of
Europe and Western Asia, and occur also in India.......
They include maenhirs, or standing stones, which were
erected as memorials, and worshiped as doities, with
libations of blood, milk, honey, or water poured upon
the stones; dolmaeng, or stono-tables, free standing—
that is, not covered by any mound or superstructure—
which may be considered, without doubt, to have been
used as altars on which victims (often human) were
immolated ; cairn», also memorial, and sometimes sur-
rounding maenhirs; thoso were made by the contribu-
tions of numerous visitors or pilgrims, each adding a
stone as witness of his presonce; finally, cromlechs, or
stone circles, used as sacred enclosures of early hypai-
thral temples, often with a central maenhir or dolmaen
as statue or altar.”

There was no unanimity of belief as to where the
souls or ghosts of the dead dwelt. Many imagined
that they lived on with the bodies in the tombs.
Professor Flinders Petrie says :—

" In Upper Egypt at present a hole is left at the top
of the tomb-chambor; and | have seon a woman remove
the covering of the hole and talk down to her deceased
husband. Also funeral offerings of food and drink, and
even beds, are still placed in the tombs ” (Religion of
Ancient Egypt, p. 12).

Others believed that the ghosts of the dead were in
the stone or stones on the top of the tombs, and the
living came and feasted with them there. According
to another Bystem, all the dead belonged to Osiris,
whose kingdom was thought at first to lie in the
marshlands of the delta, then somewhere in Syria,
and last of all in the Milky Way, which was devoutly
sung as the heavenly Nile. According to another
system still, the soul at death entered the sun in the
west, and was taken along in everlasting light.

Thus we learn that churches were not originally
plaoes of worship, but places sometimes of entertain-
ment, and sometimes, alas, of bloody sacrifices,
offered to conciliate departed spirits. Such, in brief,
was the starting point of the evolution of God and
his worship. This was a personally guided evolution,
an evolution of which the priests of the different
religions have had full charge. The ancient Britons
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did not bnild Stonehenge “ because they were awed
by the terrors of the Universe,” bat because they
were anxious to honor and, perhaps, solicit the favor
of, their heroic dead. Nennius, who flourished in
the ninth century, and who is the first writer to
mention Stonehenge, assures us that “ it was erected
in commemoration of the 400 nobles who were
treaoherously slain near the spot by Hengist in the
year 472." The Welsh Triads furnish a similar
account of the object of its erection. It is an incon-
trovertible fact that around it there is a ring of
nearly three hundred barrows. Even those who
regard it a3 a temple, in which the men of the
Bronze Age met to worship the sun, candidly admit
that most of the old circles mark out burying places.
It is true enough that our far-off ancestors were
often “ awed by the terrors of the Universe,” but
that was not because they believed in supernatural
powers which were hostile to them, but because they
were ignorant and took it for granted that all natural
forces were living beings, capable of smiling or
frowning upon them. It was Nature of which they
stood in such unspeakable awe; and it was this awe,
rooted in primal stupidity, that gradually led to the
inference of a Super-nature, of a something behind
and above Nature which was the cause of all her
activities. And so people were found thinking and
talking about Nature 'plus God, or about Nature as a
sort of machine worked by a Supreme Being. Curi-
ously enough, from the very first, this Supreme
Being, who ran the Universe, was believed to cherish
some spite against mankind, and to take delight in
doing it almost all the harm he could. He was a
Being who needed to be wheedled, cajoled, bribed
into something like friendship, or whose placation
could be effeoted only by the costliest sacrifices con-
ceivable. That is to say, God was interpreted in
terms of Nature; and, ignorant as these ancestors of
ours must have been, their account of God was
perfectly rational. If God exists, and inanimate
Nature is his instrument, his attitude to the human
race, and, indeed, to all other races of living beings,
is undoubtedly that of an enemy, or, at least, an
indifferentist who cares not what happens.
In the Christian World for May 22, “ J, B.” quotes
Proudhon thus:—
“ God ig evil. If God exists he is essentially hostile
to our nature. We attain to science in spite of him ; to
society in spite of him. Every step forward is a
victory in which we crush the Deity.”

Proudhon was a man who devoted his whole life to
the service of oppressed and suffering humanity, and
who found it impossible to believe in a good God
while face-to-face with such oppression and suffering.
Of the Being so violently anathematised by the great
revolutionary writer, “ J. B. ” says: “ Assuredly, it is
not the God we know.” But just as assuredly the
God “ J. B.” claims to know permits all the cruel
wrongs and evils the contemplation of which filled
Proudhon with such infinite disgust. It is amazingly
easy to charge orthodoxy with misrepresenting reli-
gion, with being an influence that denied justice and
fought against it; but the faot remains that if God
exists he not only permits injustice to prevail, but
actually employs lightning, flood, earthquake, and
volcano as instruments of the most cruel and wanton
destruction. The God of the Christian World is not
one whit better than the God of the Christian or the
British Weekly. The truth is that Theism in all its
forms is an utterly discredited, self-condemned
system. “ The Something Behind"” has completely
failed to justify the belief in it. Justice Bimply
means right relations between man and man and
between the human race and the rest of the kingdom
of life; and these can be secured alone as the result of
our own exertions. “J. B.” speaks of a Divine
anxiety for the worst sinners living; but the con-
tinued existence of the sinners proves the perfect
futility of the Divine anxiety.

“The Something Behind” is a metaphysical
speculation of the flimsiest character. It can be
talked and written about to any extent, but bring it
to the touchstone of actual life and its absolute
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unreality becomes instantly established. Nature”and
Life we know, but “ the Something Behind” is
wholly without witness. Take the question of
beauty, which “J. B.” uses as an illustration, ana
you will realise the force of the argument. “ Ana
what is beauty ?” he asks. “ It iB a question which
Materialism can never answer. It is so essentially
an affair of the soul.” This he says after giving ®
very eloquent description of the inimitable beauty of
Spring—" the trees clothing themselves—the oak,
the ash, the elm putting on their dainty attire, the
chestnut throwing up its milk-white cones, the
laburnum with its golden gleam, the meadows pied
with daisies, the bluebells showing as though the
heavens were coming up through the earth.” “ TbIS
is beauty, so essentially an affair of the soul,” he
then exclaims. We maintain, on the contrary, that
the beauty so well portrayed is essentially an affair
of the material eye transmitted from the material
world without to the material brain within. This if
not explaining beauty, we admit, but neither does
saying that it is “ so essentially an affair of the
soul ” tell us what it is. “ J. B.” is an ldealist who
does not believe in a material existence at all, who
has the temerity to assure us that a stone is nothing
“ but a mass of congested thoughts," and who coolly
asserts that the stone’s existence, its present, pash
and future, its shape, coherency, weight, color,
divisibility—that “ all these things are ideas,
have no meaning except as appeals, signals from o®
mind to another.” Well, if we were to take tba,
stone and fling it with all our might at “ J. B. s
face, we inoline to the opinion that it would impros®
him as something more substantial than “a mass o
congested thoughts.”

We are firm believers in Nature, but not in Natnr
and God. We acoept the Universe, but reject, wit
thanks, “ the Something Behind,” it. And we mas
add that it is quite unfair, on “J. B.'s” part, t
claim Huxley as an ally. That great scientist
certainly not an Idealist of the “J. B.” typo!
was he a Theist of any type. The Prologno »
Controverted Questions makes it sufficiently clear that
he was not a supernaturalist. He resented belO®
oalled an Atheist, but he was without God ; he rep
diated Materalism ; and yet invariably spoke of ¥

in terms of Matter. j g LiioiD'

Christianity and the Chinese.—HI*

(Continued from p. 325.)

“ All the societies of the Far East are founded, like
of Japan, upon ancestor-worship. This ancient religl0 >ij
various forms, represents their normal experience, °nnOw
offers everywhere to the introduction of Christianity, 89
intolerantly preached, obstacles of the most serious j
Attacks upon it must seem, to those whose lives are dir
by it, the greatest of outrages and the most unpardona
crimes.” —Lafcadio Hearn, Japan : An Attempt at Int
tation, 1905, p. 517.

“1 am aware of a so-called English missionary
rampages about Central Asia with the funds supPll ftjj
societies at home, and who, taking with him a Port/ n*L and
full of Bibles, thinks that by dropping its contents be jjs
there, he is winning recruits to the fold of Christ. ' of
the educated Chinaman likely to think, for i n s o f
Samuel hewing Agag in pieces before the Lord,
David setting Uriah in the forefront of the battle, an
missioning Solomon to slay Shimei, whose life 116, ae iyri°3
self sworn to spare, or of Solomon exchanging 10.
with the Shulamite woman ? Even in the New “ea
the bidding to forsake father and mother for the
Christ must to the Chinaman's eyes be the height
fanity, whilst if he can follow the logic of 8t *
accomplishes that which is beyortd thé power 201N
educated Christians.” —Lord Cubzon, Problems
East, 1896, pp. 290-1.

‘“ Nowhere is missionary work as difficult as to ~ ijp
Think, for instance, of the difficulty of explaini &to
ancestor-worshiper such words as, ‘ If any man oot%ot 1~
and hate not his father, he cannot be my disciple- (
come to set aman at variance against his father.

E. J. Hardy, John Chinaman at Home, 1905, p- 31'm ,

Even if, after enormous labor, the m*98 gt$
masters the Chinese language, his pathway

jo-
ie

pdt
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beset with difficulties. As Dr. Morrison observes:—

“ 1 believe that it is now universally recognised that
the most difficult of all missionary fields—incomparably
the most difficult—is China. Difficulties assail the
missionary at every step; and every honest man,
whether his views be broad, or high, or low, must
sympathise with the earnest efforts the missionaries
am making for the good and advancement of the
Chinese. Look, for example, at the difficulty there is
In telling a Chinese, who has been taught to regard the
love of his parents as his chief duty, as his forefathers
have been taught for hundreds of generations before
him—the difficulty there is in explaining to him, in his
own language, the words of Christ, ‘ If any man come to
Me and hate not his father, he cannot be my disciple.
,°rl am come to set a man at variance against his
father. ” *

We have noticed the apathy displayed by the

1Q0V regarding the existence of a God, of a soul,

°f heaven and hell. This, combined with their
0h°?8r'Wership, forms an almost insurmountable
A&acle to their conversion to Christianity. Mr.
" Smith, who was himself for many years a
adh nary *n bina, tells us that: “ The Polytheism
(@ ~ntheism of the lower classes of Chinese are
pne ed in the upper classes by what appears to be
8b0A”beism.” And “ there never was on this earth
ath «y -~ eJacabed men so thoroughly agnostic and

fabk *° as mas8s Confucian scholars.”! And,
bar, the same author declares :(—
It is frequently quite impossible to interest a

"“'hifiese in the question whether he has three souls, one
s’hli>or no soul at all....... he is very likely to care
Nothing either about his ‘ souls ' (if he has any) or about
heirs, unless it can be shown that the matter is in
Btne way connected with the price of grain ” (p. 808).

be°feOver’ kO adds, “ the idea of solemnity appears to
nd. °rOign to the Chinese mind.” But “ this does
Aid "revenb his conformity to the rite. The ancients
ativ8o>aud he does as they did. Whether it ib of
"pp ° S <wN° knows (p. 800). Just as among our

°ias8es they attend church as a sooial funotion

~beoause it is the thing to do.

pfO .?1a8t be confessed that the Chinese oharaoter
to 008 very unpromising material for Christianity
of ranpon. But the rook against which the waves

wor8h-8i°nary enbhnsiasm beat in vain is ancestor-

< Auote Mr. A. H. Smith again, whose work,
best(&C Characteristics, is acknowledged to be the

thin, a”J. most authoritative work dealing with
S8 Chinese:—

It Tj .
"isa melancholy comment upon the exaggerated

refl0680 ~oc*r'no of piety that it not only embodies no
aQerence to a Supreme Being, but that it docs not in
Ay Wa7 lead up to a recognition of His existence.
*ltc°stral worship, which is the most complete and
Conr?all0 expression of this filial piety, is perfectly
Atl*' 6D* w'th Polytheism, with Agnosticism, and with
8odBIStQ makes dead men into gods, and its only
are i 116 men. Its love, its gratitude, and its fears
jj tor earthly parents only. It has no conception of a
avenly Father, and has no interest in such a being
6e en Re ia made known. Either Christianity will
V i-e Introduced into China, or the ancestral
Inth P bo 8'ven up, for they are contradictories.
sU % death struggle between them the fittest only will
ive "’ (Chinese Characteristics, p. 185).

»ill e~° n°k Relieve that in that struggle Christianity
ahd  er”e victorious, unless by altering its creeds
ktlQ0storCaa3 acoomme®da,te8 itself to the spirit of
8t som '~ or8kip, and then it will not be Christianity

tiet neihing else-
hQItf rea™80 strength and vitality of
0 ‘' an°08tor-worship as practised in the Far
(L ays Lafcadio Hearn :—

of. *kat cu™ kave been evolved all ideas of

of Walt aa well as to the dead—the sentiment
Patrioti y’ sPir®g8°f self-sacrifice, and the spirit of
forcQcaM~bat filial piety signifies as a religious
buy lif “ best bo imagined from the fact that you can
n the East—that it has its price in the market.

i A iL'til-Morrison, An Australian in China, p. 69.
Hh, Chinese Characteristics, 1906, pp. 292-3.
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This religion is the religion of China, and of countries
adjacent; and life is for sale in China.” *

When the Panama railroad was being constructed
—many years ago, before science rendered the place
healthy and habitable—the laborers, black and white,
died off like flies before the unhealthy conditions
then prevailing, until not sufficient could be procured
for the work. Says Hearn :(—

“ But labor could be obtained from China—any
amount of labor at the cost of life; and the cost was
paid; and multitudes of men came from the East to toil
and die, in order that the price of their lives might be
sent to their families....... Where this religion prevails,
the individual is ready to give bis life, in a majority of
cases, for the family, the home, the ancestors....... Out of
filial piety, indeed, has been developed the whole moral
power that protects the State—the power also that has
seldom failed to impose the rightful restraints upon
official despotism whenever that despotism grew
dangerous to the common weal ” (p. 58).

The Chinese, the Japanese, and the Korean, says
Mr. Arthur Diosy in his fine work, The New Far
East:—

“ has ever present to his mind the thought of his fore-
fathers. He lives surrounded, as it were, by a crowd of
ghostly relatives, eagerly scanning his every action.
With the Japanese, racial instincts cause the feeling to
predominate that prompts them to add fresh lustre to
the ancestral roll of honor by valiant deeds in war, or
by acquiring civic fame in times of peace ” (p. 231).

To the Chinese it seems to have been narrowed
down in the majority of cases, says the same writer,
“ to a slavish adherence to the ways that commended
themselves to his forefathers, and an intense dread
of offending them by any departure therefrom.”

A Chinaman may be a Buddhist, a follower of
Confucius, or a Taoist, but before and above all,
he is an ancestor-worshiper. Ancestor-worship is
older than any of these systems, which only obtained
a footing in China by accepting it as it stood. Mr.
Chester Holcombe says:—

“ The worship of ancestors is literally universal in
China. There are no exceptions to the practice, except
in the case of Christianised Chinese, and on no other
ground do these receive so much criticism and abuse,
amounting in individual cases to persecution, as for
the neglect of this solemn duty. So far as can be dis-
covered, the worship is as old as the race. It is the
most deeply rooted of all forms of religion in the very
fibre of the Chinese character, and, boyond all question,
it will be the last of all forms of falso faith to die out
among them."}

As is well known, China, at the end of the seven-
teenth century, oame within measurable distanoe of
being Christianised by the Jesuits. Under their
influence, “ Christianity,” says Mr. Arthur Diosy,
“ flourished for a 'time to a remarkable degree,
numbering its churches by hundreds, and its ad-
herents by hundreds of thousands.” J

Mr. Davonport says it “ progressed by leaps and
bounds, extending over all Northern China, even
beyond the Great Wall into the old Chinese province
now called Shing King, in Manohuria.” And,
further on, he remarks: “ The progress of Chris-
tianity was, perhaps, more rapid than has ever been
known in any other part of the world.” §

How is the remarkable suooess of the Jesuits in
the seventeenth century, and the undeniable failure
of the hundred-fold more numerous missionaries of
to-day, to be accounted for? There are several
reasons.

In the first place, the Jesuits had the field to
themselves. There were not a multitude of Christian
sects contending with one another for converts, each
soot being regarded by the Chinese as a different
religion.

Then, as Mr. Diosy points out, the modern
preachers began *“ their labors at the wrong end” ;
they “ devoted their attention almost exclusively to

* Lafcadio Hearn, Japan: An Attempt at Interpretation, 1905,
. 57.
P f Cheater Holcombe, The lleal Chinaman, 1895, p. 123.

j Arthur Diosy, The New Far East, p. 220.
§ Davenport, Chinafrom Within, pp. 231-5.
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the lower strata,” * the corresponding class from
which the Salvation Army recruit their ranks in this
country. The Jesuits, on the other hand, says the
same author, “ wasted no time, hut proceeded
straight to the fountain-head of local authority;
they—
“ingratiated themselves with the highest in the land
....... established themselves in the Palace at Peking,
erecting their church within its pink ramparts, and
became the trusted high officials and intimate friends
of at least three of China’s greatest Manchu Emperors.”
But, then, these Jesuits were learned men, con-
versant with Western science, who made themselves
very useful to the Emperors a3 mechanicians,
astronomers, and in the practice of medicine.
Matthew Ricci, the Jesuit missionary, says Professor
Parker in his China and Beligion (p. 191), was “ a
profound mathematician, very erudite, and also
patient and courteous to boot, he greatly impressed
the educated natives.” Of Yerbiest, another of
them, the same authority observes, “ He was all the
more able to obtain good terms by his readiness to
cast brass guns of large calibre....... and by his handi-
ness in arranging diplomatic diffioulties with the
Russians ” (p. 197).

Then, again, the Jesuits saw that it would be
useless to oontend against ancestor-worship, so they
incorporated it in their own faith. Says Lafeadio
Hearn:—

“In China, the Jesuits were quick to perceive that
the power of resistance to proselytism lay in ancestor-
worship ; and they shrewdly endeavored to tolerate it,
somewhat as Buddhism before them had been obliged
to do. Had the Papacy supported their policy, the
Jesuits might have chauged the history of China; but
other religious orders fiercely opposed the compromise,
and the chance was lost.” f

It was the Dominioans and Franoiscans who—
attracted to China by the success of the Jesuits—
acquainted the Pope with the heretical proceedings
of the Jesuits, and they were formally condemned by
the Holy See :—

“ The worship of Confucius and of ancestors was
condemned as pagan, so that missionaries were not
allowed to attend any festivals or sacrifices connected
therewith; Chinese philosophy was deemed to be
altogether heretical, and even Chinese books were not
to be admitted into the missionary schools, because
they contained superstitious and atheistic matter."!

This praotically put an end to the Christian propa-
ganda in China. The Emperor Kanghsi was highly
offended ; “ he was justly incensed at the assumption
of the Pope in issuing edicts and interfering in the
internal affairs of the Chinese Empire,” 8§ and forbade
any missionary to remain in the oountry without his
permission. His son and successor, in the year 1724,
issued an edict strictly prohibitiflg the propagation
of Christianity.

(To be continued.) W. Mann.

The Resurrection of the Dead.

The Christian Burial Service is based on the
fifteenth chapter of the first Epistle of Paul to the
Corinthians, notwithstanding that its teaching
respecting the resurrection of the dead is contrary
to that of Jesus Christ. Is it not so? Well, let us
consider the point.

Paul, the self-styled apostle, was a conceited bigot,
who claimed to understand “ those mysterious paints
which are inscrutable to man.” Said he: “ For |
delivered unto you first of all that whioh I also
received, how that Christ died for our sins according
to the scriptures; and that he was buried, and that
he rose again the third day according to the scriptures ”
(v. 3, 4).

“ According to the scriptures ” 1 What scriptures ?
They could not have been the New Testament, for8

* Diosy, The New Far East, p. 218.

f Hearn, Japan, p. 301.

J Davenport, China from Within, p. 235.
§ lbid, p. 236.
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not a line of it had then been written. They must,
therefore, have been those Hebrew writings part of
which now form the Old Testament. But where in
the Old Testament is there the slightest allusion to
a Christ who should “ die for our sins,” and bo
“ buried and rise again the third day” ? There is
not one. The only so-called prophecies regarding a
Ruler in Israel speaks of him as being a man, and
not a supernatural being; as one who should be a
powerful potentate, not a spiritual myth—a bar-
barian conqueror like unto Joshua, who should exalt
the Jewish nation above all the other nations of the
earth. Paul, therefore, wa3 either ignorant of the
“ scriptures,” or he deliberately told an untruth
respecting them. What a pity it was that he did
not, as he suggested others should do, “ awake to
righteousness and sin not ” (v. 34).

Having spoken thus, to the “ shame” of those
whom he was addressing, he proceeded thus:—

“ But some man will say, How are the dead raised
up? And with what body do they eome ? Thou foob
that which thou sowest is not quickened, except it die;
and that which thou sowest, thou sowest not that body
that shall be, but bare grain, it may chance of wheat,
or some other grain ; but God giveth it a body as »
hath pleased him; and to every seed his own body
(v. 35 38).

Was ever a more nonsensical statement made ? And
yet Paul oalls the man to whom he is addressing
himself a “ fool " !

Says Paul: “ That which thou sowest is not
quickened except it die.” Does not common sense
teach us that dead seed does not quioken, and that
it is only living seed which germinates and produce9
a living plant ?

Says Paul: “ That which thou sowest, thou sowest
not that body that shall be, but bare grain, >
may chance of wheat, or some other grain.” Is not
suoh so-called reasoning simply pitiful ? The dead
body of a human being when placed (that is, sown)
in the grave is not “ grain” of any kind, and, being
dead, cannot reproduce itself. To liken it to, or
to compare it with, “ wheat,” which it “ may ohance
to be, “or some other grain,” is mere sillines9
Animal life—and pbysioally man is an animal--18
absolutely different from, and can have no affinity
with, vegetable life.

Then we are told that “ God giveth it a body as *{
hath pleased him; and to every seed his own body-
There is no “ chance" here. But how can a dea®
body, whether in or out of the grave, be given i(
body ? And, were it “ wheat or some other gralD
God could not—as is proved by the words “ to every
seed his own body”—give it any other body tha®
that which naturally belongs to it; for does no
common sense teaoh us that “ every tree is known vy
Mia froif.  PoP of tNBIWS MER do not gatheP figy 7
of a bramble bush gather they grapes ” (Luke vi.4

Paul endeavors to cover up his blunder by Pe,
petrating another, for he says : “ It is sown a ratuhfit
body, and is raised a spiritual body.”. Buton w .0
fact does ho base such an assumption? Is not t
unsupported assertion plain proof that “on *
mysterious points whioh are insorutable to man
was as ignorant as all other human beings are ?
the body raised be not the body that was place
the grave, no resurreotion can have taken plaoe ,
resurreotion means, and means only, the rising W
of the dead body that had been buried in the grave m o3}

Paul’s assertion that “ this mortal must pa
immortality” (v. 53) is equally absurd. Immor a »
is not a garment that can be put on and off- ~all
whioh is immortal never had a beginning, as ~0
never have an ending ; and, therefore, the ~eiD™nity-
possesses it must have possessed it from all e™er

This, then, is the teaching of Paul. What 18
teaching of Jesus Christ ? Here it is :— gbit

“If thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and 01 M
from thee; for it is profitable for tbee that °rigfii b*
members perish, and not that thy whole body * . &1’
cast into Hell. And if thy right hand offend . Ont
it off and cast it from thee ; for it is profitable
of thy members should perish, and not that™
body should be cast into Hell 7 (Matt. v. 29, oV)'

g
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hese were the words which Christ spake in his
ermon on the Mount, and what conld they mean
nt that the corpses of all human beiDgs will, at the
nagment Day, be raised from the dead even as, at
crucifixion, “ many bodies of the saints which
? 9 'larose, and came out of their graves, and went
Qv the holy city and appeared unto many”
| fatt. xxvii. 52, 58). And that he meant what he
8a>a is proved by the faot that, on a subsequent
occasion, he reiterated his statement, saying.—

“ Wherefore, if thy hand or thy foot offend thee, cut
them off, and cast them from thee : it is better for thee
io enter into life halt or maimed, rather than having
two hands or two feet to be cast into everlasting fire,

if thine eye offend thee pluck it out, and cast it
irom thee : it is better for thee to enter into life with
°ne eye, rather than having two eyes to be cast into hell
fire” (Matt, xviii. 8, 9).
And, mirabile dictu, Paul, when writing to the
cssalonians, contradicted the assertions he had
th r Corinthians. For, when speakiDg of
i+ a8™ Day resurrection, he said : “ The Lord him-
thl descend from heaven with a shout, with
n voice of the archangel, and with the trump of
al and the dead in Christ shall rise first. Then we
are alive and remain shall be caught up together

fin in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air”
TheS-~ 16’ 17)- J. W. DE CAUX.
Aoid Drops.
he Clodd is surely rather “ previous ” in saying, as

the °.°s'n a recent letter to the Daily Chronicle, that—* If
\0 -'Car of Great Clacton and all other ministers of religion
culu” aree *hat the Bible should be included in the curri-

(fhanl elementary (and other schools) as literature
catt there can be no greater and nobler) they would
«si;n f 'fhole country with them.” We hope the Associa-

tes ,°Lwhich Edward Clodd is Chairman would not endorse
Di,uftorance. Nor did we think that their Chairman was
& ,,~ddlike and bland." Keeping tho Bible in the schools
cij(jo highest literature ” is tho game of the Rev. Dr.
Cong = ar*d similar representatives of the Nonconformist
ihes®lelG6—which, by tho way, is no conscience at all.
in Sentlemen know very well that the Bible may be kept
boot6 Bb°ols as a book of literature, and used there as a
cannot rel'8'01L That is what it is used there for. It
dead P°ssfbly bo used as a book of literature until it is
that Ju a °f roligion. We venture to suggest, also,
lessnrlen *Sdoad as a hook of religion it will be much

Said as a hook of literature. What remains to bo
patQ Edward Clodd appears to bo only half cmanci-
Geofn 8608 through religion—yet ho trusts tho clergy.

kO Meredith know better. That is why ho preferred
oth°ds of attacking Christianity to Edward Clodd’s.

Kent's ° oxPe°ted, there was more in the Chinoso Govern-
tnot th*6"™1168* *or Pray°ra >n the Christian Churches than
itnanin eV6, No one bnt a fool or a fanatic could have
realm *or a moment that the Chinese authorities were
8nbjecf onv*hoed of the value of tho prayers of its Christian
althat] ,i' . Rad at tho time that it was a political dodge,
app/NMNE*t Rhitod tho game of the missionaries to take tho
~ePubr  '*8 *aco va*ue- Now wo see that the advanced
\Rs u0J?auB 'n ~hiua aro asserting that the call to prayer
abroad f ®moro than a move to gain support, at home and
Ghina i *0r One P°htical party. The intornal condition of
Puttin,, flver™ unsetGod, aud tho Government appears to bo

,?Wh opposition in a very high-handed manner. The
te8°rtin  t"Publican (Shanghai) accuses the Government of
Port O( ~,to assassination, and publishes documents in sup-
Jhat the' 8 “foments. Christians at home may yet regret
m  lead P°mitted themselves to bo so easily fooled by
ta*fmore 8 N 08 ch'°f concern appears to have been to

h? the 8'n8 t° note how widely the men of God diffor
K 6ting ofn  TEriPortant snbjects. Tho annual breakfast
$erd under  §O0r™'9 Day Observance Society was recently

fr Vaco I m “airmanship of the Dean of Canterbury.
tOtce; .0'd that the fourth commandment is still Iin
ae°P til., ¢ i? say’ that we are under a moral obligation
pronm abhath Day holy. Archbishop Whateley, how-

jj® Rh6ly t)B 4 BJXk an idea “ utterly unintelligible” ;
Wa(o 1ul) r°hbishop was as competent to judge as is
atlday ti,.” .ho truth is that for tho religious, sanctity of

0 >s not one sound argument.
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The Rev. S. J. Poole, vicar of St. James’s Church,
Gravesend, is determined to do his very utmost to preserve
the sanctity of the Sunday. A secoDd sermon by him
appears in the Reporter for March 17. In the first, he
argued quite rightly, that the existence of Christianity
depends upon the preservation of the sacred character of
the Day of Rest. In the second he contends, erroneously,
that the preservation of the weekly rest-day is conditional
on its perpetuation as a day of worship. In this he is
certainly wrong. Is he not aware that the State is con-
tinually providing additional days of rest for the people ?
Has he not heard of the Shops Act of 1912? There is
absolutely nothing to indicate that if Sunday ceased to be a
sacred day it would be lost as a public holiday.

The remedy for the “ evil ” of Sunday secularisation, says
the Church Family Newspaper, lies in the hands of the
people themselves. We do not agree in the “ evil,” but
otherwise we concur in the sentiment expressed. If people
do not want Sunday entertainments, let them stay away.
They may be assured that none will be kept going if an
audience is not forthcoming. But it is wholly vicious to ask
the State to stop people attending because others desire to
stay away. And it is stupid to ask for them to be closed lest
people should be tempted to enter. The Freethinker asks
for no more than that the matter should be left in the hands
of the people themselves. Let those who wish to go do so.
Let the others stay at home, or go to church. There will
then be perfect liberty all round in a matter which permits
absolute freedom without injuring anyone.

The Evangelical Union of South America held its annual
meeting a few days ago. The Rev. C. Inwood is a mis-
sionary recently returned from South America, and although
he has lived and labored there, he calls it 1a continent of
dead souls.” In a leaflet issued by the Union the question
is asked, “ Do you know that it is a continent without Chris-
tianity and without God, and that its people have never
heard of a Savior from sin, but are in utter darkness ?”
Speaking at the aforesaid meeting, Mr. Inwood, referring to
Argentina, said that “ unless something special happened
in a few years, tlioy would have a civilised and a degraded
Heathenism rampant in their midst.”

Now, what are the facts ? Take the Argentine Republic,
to which Mr. Inwood alluded in such disparaging terms, and
you will find that 991 per 1,000 of the population are
Catholics, while only 7 per 1,000 are Protestants. We have
no faith in the moralising influenco of any form of Chris-
tianity, but wo aro convinced that the missionaries mis-
represent Catholic South America quito as grossly as they
misrepresent Pagan China. Is Protestant Britain free from
corruption, immorality, illegitimacy, and crime ? Does not
Mr. Inwood know that we require 68.722 policemen to render
life fairly safe in the United Kingdom ? We boldly affirm
that, morally, Protestantism is every bit as big a failure as
Catholicism, or that Christianity is everywhere a wholly
discredited religion.

Warriors of tho Cross again! Look at the following
passage from the Daily Chronicle of May 24, in tho course
of a tolegram from its Vienna correspondent, datod
May 23 :(—

“ A Sofia report describes the exasperated feeling prevailing
there at the bervian outrages committed at the Bulgarian
village of Zagra. The report throws particular light on the
morals and behavior of the Servians. Servian officers were
assaulting girls, and the indignant villagers shot the officers,
whereupon Servian soldiers burnt the village. Six Bulgarians
were killed and 80 wounded.”

Onward Christian soldiers I _

A missionary, writing to the Guardian from South Africa,
says that Christianity altogether fails there to hold its own
against Mohammedanism. Ho says there is scarcely a town
in South Africa where Mohammedanism is not daily making
converts, not only from the natives, but from the mixed
races. In Capetown he refers to three whole streets that
have now become Mohammedan which formerly were Chris-
tian. His conclusion is that “ Instead of winning Moham-
medans to Christianity, we cannot even win back our own
who have become Mohammedan."

A model of the skull of the “ oldest woman in the world,”
which was found at Piltdown Common, Sussex, by Mr.
Charles Dawson, F.S.A., has been added to the collection at
the Natural History Museum. Scientists consider that the
original lived about 50,000 years ago. This was long before
the time of old Father Adam.
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The London Budget, in a recent issue, contains an
account of a new manuscript of the Bible, stated to have
been found in Egypt. By a singular coincidence, the same
number of the periodical also contains an article, “ Antiquities
Made to Order.”

Royal personages learn nothing and forget nothing. The
procession through the streets of Berlin, in which the
“ God-anointed ” monarchs journeyed, with soldiers all
around and the despised populace at a very respectful dis-
tance, might easily have been paralleled in the days of the
first Pharaoh.

The Rev. Prebendary F. S. Webster advises open-air
preachers to avoid argument. We can assure him that all
we have heard usually do so. If he could only induce them
to avoid misrepresentation, the manufacturing of fictitious
experiences, and cultivate truth-speaking, it would be a
move in the right direction. _

Seven offertory boxes in Brighton churches have been
rifled in the course of a single week. A case of “ Let us
Prey.”

The Guardian heads its report of the East London Fund
for the Jews Annual Meeting, “ The Appeal of the Jew.”
We are not aware that the Jews have been appealing to
Christians to come and convert them, and certainly the
results do not lead one to believe that they are anxious to
“come in.” It is rather the appeal of impertinent Chris-
tians for funds to carry on a work that is without even the
apparent justification of ordinary missionary labors. No
Jew is made better by becoming a Christian, and, although
we should like to see the whole Jewish race merged in the
populations amid which they reside, it is absurd to expect
that they would be benefited by becoming Christians. The
natural growth of the Jew is not from Judaism to Chris-
tianity—that is certainly not an advance, and it might be
plausibly argued that it is a distinct retrogression. His line
of growth is from Judaism to Freethought. And that is the
line that is actually followed all over the civilised world.

Miss Evelyn Underhill, authoress of The Mystic Way,
believes that there are two Christianities taught in the New
Testament, one for “ the many,” the other for “ the few "—
the one exoteric, the other esoteric. Miss Underhill is in
error. There are three Christianities in the New Testament
—the Jerusalem, the Pauline, and the Johannean—and each
one is a complete negation of the other two. Yes, even at
the very beginning, three distinct Gospels were preached—
The Gospel of Jesus, the Gospel about Jesus, and an
attempted combination of the two. Paul's was the Gospel
about Jesus; and in the Billingsgate of his day he vigorously
cursed every other, by whomsoever preached.

The Christian Church is nineteen hundred years old, but
we loam from the organ of the New Theology that up to
the present moment she has not evolved “ a positive mes-
sage.” *“ The conviction is deepening that the time has
arrived when ” she should do so. We are told that there is
great need for it, and that there are " provided indications
of the awakening of the religious mind " ; but so far the
“ positive message ” is conspicuous only by its absence. The
truth is that the Church delivers innumerable positive mes-
sages, every one of which contradicts all the others; and
this is one reason why she is dying.

The increase of the expenditure on armaments between
1905 and 1912 was as follows:—

Russia .......ccccee.ne. from 51to7C millions
Germany . Y 50, 71
France ........... . I, ,, B9 "
United States ...... , 42, 65
Austria-Hungary... 18, 32

Italy ..... TYTTT PO », 18 ii 25 .
Great Britain ...... h 81, 73

The total increase between 1905 and 1912 was from 281
millions to 400 millions. Such is the upshot of the Gospel
of the Prince of Peacel That 400 millions, wisely spent,
would soon redeem the world.

That women will in time take the place of men as parsons
is the belief expressed by the Rev. Anna Shaw, who, with
Mrs. Charlotte Gilman, occupied the pulpit at the Ethical
Church, Bayswater, on a recent Sunday. In America there
are already 3,000 women in the pulpit, while the number of
men is decreasing. As the congregations of all churches
are largely composed of women, this irruption of women in
the pulpit promises to make religion purely a Feminist
movement.
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Drapers have declared war upon the farthing rates which
figure so prominently in retail drapery transactions. The
last refuge of this despised coin will be, in all probability
the collection bag at churches.

Dr. Len Broughton is an exceedingly popular preacher,
and preaches every Sunday to crowded congregations at
Christ Church, Westminster Bridge Road, London. As is
well known, he is an American who settled in this country a
year ago. The following extract from a sermon preached in
his own church on Sunday evening, May 18, is, therefore,
eminently significant.:—

“ Everywhere | go | hear the wail of the loss in member-
ship and of the shrinkage in congregations. The great rank
and file of the world, say what we please, is moving away
from the Church of Christ. And if this present moving of
the masses of men from the Church of Christ continues at
the present rate, it does not take a prophet to say that the
day will come when the Church is doomed....... Something is
radically wrong, and it behoves us to cease our bragging, and
our fear of being charged as pessimistic, to face honestly the
situation, and, if possible, find out for ourselves what the
trouble is.”

“ Zoo in hysterics,” runs a headline in an evening con-
temporary. Perhaps it is the arrival of a crowd of those
little creatures which showed the magicians of Egypt “ the
finger of God.”

Replying to a correspondent, who suggests the closing of
churches during a portion of the week, as protection against
militant Suffragettes, the Guardian thinks that with police
outside and watchers inside the danger may be minimised.
But what is the matter with God ? One would think it was
his business to guard the churches against attack. They are
all solemnly consecrated to him, ancL the least he could do
would be to look after his own property. To fall back upon
policemen and volunteer watchers seems an awfully common,
secular way of doing business.

The Dean of St. Paul’s thinks that the special task of the
next generation ought to bo “ the promotion of a better
understanding between religion and science in all matters of
social life.” Immediately after expressing that opinion th®
Very Rev. Dr. Inge went on to say that already in this
country religion is almost a thing of the paBt. On his own
showing, Christianity has been and is a colossal failuf®
amongst us. The following are his words :—

“ Never before in our history has there been such *
throwing off of all restraint, and all reverence—suoh con-
tempt for rule and custom—such greedy pleasure-seeking
all classes. | fear we are rapidly becoming the 1088
industrious, ae we have long been the most wasteful, of tb
nations of Europe.”

What a sad, humiliating confession for an ambassador of th®
infinite, omnipotent, and all-loving Christ to mako !

In a non-stop piano-playing feat a Manchester cl®r
rendered 1,400 pieces of music from memory. He was f®’
washed, and shaved while playing. Was ho practising 1
the eternal Hallelujah Chorus in heaven ?

“ Any contribution to funds such as the South Londo
Church Fund,” says the Duke of Devonshire, “ ought to ®
regarded as an insurance.” Precisely 1 A fire insurance.

“ Many preachers,” says the Christian Commonweal”™
Nl faced by the fact that the old certitudes and convicto
are irretrievably gone, mako no attempt to replace tn,
with new.” This is a fair sample of the kind of thing * ~
passes muster with some people for sound thinking. rj.g,
on earth can a certitude ever go? A conviction may & g
appear, but a certitude remains such to the of
chapter. What people took for certitudes in the n® .goi
religion are now to all capable minds exploded fft aleeg
And there is really more to admire in the preacher who j,
this much, and says so, than in the one who is looking ac00,
for new ones—which in practice means a more or less
scions misinterpretation of acknowledged facts, or a bm
up of new beliefs on a basis of sheer ignorance. “~”erOcer-
no certitudes to-day in the field of religion. There a® »
titudes in science, and in morals, and in life in goneral» ~
these have nothing to do with religion. Secular ®*
provides the only possible clues to an understanding ot..al0o
and the world; and there is no need whatever for a re t]ei.
that, if honest, can only re-echo its teachings, and, i* 0
wise, can only serve as an obstruction to rational litO-

. . . . Jok8
“ The Perfect Three” is a Daily Mail heading« P
not refer to the Christian Trinity.
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Ur. Foote’'s Engagements
(Lectures suspended till the Autumn.)
To Correspondents,
AEIQRINT's Honorarium Fund, 1913.—Previously acknowled ed

n 13s. 5d. Received since :—Mr. and Mrs.” Deakin £5
q rf' ®ALL—Much obliged for cuttings.
m ~ krav.—We cannot act as a medium of book loans and
ok exchanges between our readers. If we took the first step,
jj wecould we resist thé second ?
j ' = Your cuttings are always welcome.
-ia800P AN<—We appreciate your feelings in the matter, but it
BOSSIbIe for us to send competent Freethought
peakers to r. Saleeby’'s meetings to deal with his vagaries. It
,» Posible, also, to attach over-much importance to an alleged
rd; Design in Nature.” The myth of design in
1o tpre Wes exPi®4ed long since for all with intelligence enough
lish °6m  °Haracter, and we are not afraid of its re-estab-
0 ment at the hands of Dr. Saleeby. Neither he nor anyone
0 ? can discover what does not exist ; but for minds that are
y Ypartly freed from superstition there is a natural fascina-
£nm " “scientific ideas, and speakers of that class will always
j Woxca in attracting their like.
in Irt14V6—The Welsh pastor you quote may be quite correct
“ aaying that some pitboys’ wages are more than those of
tk6 e Congregational ministers. We do not know if this be
hia GG B"t we feel pretty certain that the pitboy who does
do we™ Reserves more. And, after all, these ministers
lor th Cle I°w waSes from choice. Their wages are low
same reason that another person’s wages iS not high.
D"a@ree with Sweating ik EhY wdirestion, Ghd Kidde Who
Prof  "icisfers ought to pay them. But there is somethinj
as tl?UMly insincere in this cry about the poorly paid clergy
If "°ugh it were due to conscious forbearance on their part,
ko @'twa3 offered them they would take it. And we do nol
ProfW ~ ~many of them would be earning more in any other
ty ession, and’some would certainly be earning less.
cUP 8Ut,'—Thanks. Wo are always pleased to receive
like/088 or ileme °f news that correspondents think will be
TH v to prove of service.
Par sC0AR Society, Limited, office is at 2 Newcastle-street
” mgdon-street, E.C.
pa fTIOtAL Secular Society's Office is at 2 Newcastle-street
\\or rRL]cthroot E.C.

"’m R BervicO0 °f Hie National Secular Society in connection
80 i”oonlar Burial Services are required, all communication!
xer a2 re83e<M to tho secretary, Miss E. M. Vance.
2 1t0*8 f°r tho Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed tc
Weastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.
St * Notices must reach 2 Nowcastle-strcot, Farringdon
inett"H-C., by first post Tuesday, or they will not be

F ies Ji,
Atki W 8 U3 now8PaPera would enhance the favor b>
Oku*a f 179 PaS8a80S to which they wish us to call attention.
Piatle or literature should be sent to tho Shop Manager of the
aad @& Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-stroet, E.C.,

N

C  ° the Editor- . .
officet™ n"er will be forwarded direct from the publishing
rates ° any Part of tho world, post free, at tho following
"toutl <>, 8d-—0ne year, 10s. 6d half year, 5s. 3d. ; three

Sugar Flams.

N a8Phema 8PFIN8 of the Committee for tho Repeal of tl:
al f'uoRi? Ea,ws>°f which Mr. Footo is a member, was bel
“biemi“day evening, May 20, to consider the Bill ft

e’lens0 jq ,tlie Blasphemy Laws that we reproduced i
? general as* weeB's Freethinker. It was decided to git
1,1, itoduC BUPP°rt to the Bill at once, but to approach tb
’7(]£b>|tte SW*Ba T°w to certain improvements. Anothi

rs,meetm@) WHE Bo hw seon to consider tl
8 reply. Mr. Il “thergfore reworvo h

, 8m of tho Bill until that committee mootii

P, as Bo wishes to act loyally with his folio
mThere is no noed, of course, for any hurry.

H78 ~een 7
~haberg

Lla™aufiu ; 0Qo’s suggestion and motion a copy of Mrs.
ig .Conner's excellent little book on the Blasphemy
t"biong 8ent to every member of the House of

Vau, WItB a covering letter drawing special attention
0 and importance.
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We congratulate the Glasgow Corporation on exhibiting a
little common sense (under pressure) in connection with
Sunday closing. The Council had decided to close all ice-
cream shops, restaurants, fried-fish shops, etc., on Sundays,
besides insisting on 10 o’clock closing during the week. The
Sheriff Principal, however, refused to confirm these bye-
laws, with the result that the Council has now passed
bye-laws allowing Sunday opening from 10 to 8, closing at
10.45 on week-night and 11 on Saturdays.

There seems quite an epidemic of common sense in
Glasgow—we mean so far as Sunday is concerned, for we
do not believe there is any lack of it in other connections.
The Caledonian Railway Company continues its Sunday
excursions to pleasure resorts, and has even promised an
enlargement. The Southern Presbytery of the Free Pres-
byterian Church has observed this “ with pain,” and
“ respectfully warns ” the railway company that “ God will
certainly punish transgressors for this form of iniquity
either in this world or that which is to come.” Meanwhile
the company is content to risk punishment in the world to
come for the sake of better dividends here. We congratulate
them on their decision.

The Wood Green Branch is holding some very successful
open-air meetings at its old station on Jolly Butchers Hill.
Miss Rough had a large meeting there on Sunday last, and
Mr. Davidson on the Sunday previous. What the Branch
needs most at present is more local help. If some of tho
sympathisers who attend the meetings, and who are willing
to help in tho actual work of the meetings, will give their
names and addresses to the ohairman, their services will be
much appreciated.

A special meeting of the Kingsland Branch will be held
to-day (June 1) at 7.30 p.m. at Mr. Davy's, 21 Castle-street,
Stoke Newington. Important business has to be considered.

Mr. E. Torday, in his Camp and Tramps in African Wilds,
gives an interesting comment on the supposed danger to
white women amongst natives. He does not profess an
acquaintance with tho “ half-civilised ” natives of the coast,
but as thoy aro under European influences one ought not, in
any case, permit their conduct to influence our judgment of
other Africans. So far as the natives of the interior are
concerned, he says emphatically that they are “ utterly
unlikely ” to insult whito women. “ Even in the most
dangerous parts of tho Congo, where a man would require a
stroDg military escort, a white woman would always bo ablo
to pass unmolested.” But, he says, “ tho natives respect the
whito man, and expect you to respect their wives and
sisters.” Unfortunately, that, wo expect, is precisely what
the whito man often fails to do. Ho goes out with cortain
notions as to tho character and morality of tho natives, and,
once among them, thinks any conduct good enough. And it
is just a question how far missionary activity is responsible
for this. Missionary societies have fioodod the world with
accounts of native life that are to a large extent prepared
with an eye to creating support for missionary work. The
natives aro represented as little better than animals, plunged
in all sorts of degradation, and because their customs are
different to ours, regarded as being destitute of morality.
The consequence is, that the white man starts off with an
utterly erroneous notion of the character of tho native, and
thinks any kind of treatment good enough for him. Then
when misconduct brings reprisals, there is an outcry; and
this still further confirms, to superficial onlookers, the gross
inferiority of the nativo races.

Mr. Torday says he has twice crossed the Congo Free
State and has never come across a tribe that was not
naturally good tempered. This quite bears out what many
other travellers have said. More than one has expressed
the opinion, based on actual experience, that the white man
who deals with the natives fairly and honestly, respects their
customs, and treats them as human beiDgs, is quite safe.
Exceptions to this rule arise usually when tho natives are
smarting from wrongs inflicted by other whito men. And in
such cases their action is as indiscriminate and on the same
level as the treatment of an English crowd to a foreigner
because Great Britain has trouble with tho country from
which ho comes. Mr. Torday says that all the natives ask
is to live in peace themselves, and let everyone else do like-
wise. Unfortunately, this is what the white races will not
permit. The trader exploits them in the interests of profit,
and the missionary in the interests of religion. And often
the latter, with his 1 Industrial Mission” and private
trading, combines both.
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Rudyard Kipling.

“ Amid littleness and detail he detected the genius of life,
the old cunning Proteus, nestling close beside us.”—E merson.
Theee has been, perhaps, something of a slackening
of poblio interest in the works of Mr. Rudyard
Kipling daring the past few years; but the produc-
tion of an edition-de luxe of his writings, a rare
compliment to a living author, has met with so
ready an appreciation that it augurs well for a
revival of his fame.

Few writers ever took the field with so instant
and signal a success. Emphatic, impetuous,
audacious, he voiced contemporary passion and
sentiment with no uncertain sound. Its possibilities
and dangers were both mirrored in his stirring
talent. First came the rumor of a new genius from
the Orient, after the manner of creeds from time
immemorial. Then “ Plain Tales from the Hills”
put many of us in an uncritical stage of admiration,
“ Soldiers Three” and “ In Blaok and White ” com-
pleted the conquest, and subsequent works in prose
and verse caused the reading public, like Oliver
Twist, to ask for more.

After centuries of the religion of the “ Man of
Sorrows,” it is good to think that Mr. Kipling is a
power. Since Dickens few English authors have
roused so much hearty laughter. “ The Taking of
Lungtugpen ” and “ The Incarnation of Krishna
Mulvaney” recall the open-air humor of Marryatand
the animal spirits of Fielding and Smollett.

To have made India a reality to dwellers in the
United Kingdom is, in itself, no mean achievement.
Meadows Taylor, Marion Crawford, and other
novelists had reminded us that there was such
a place. Phil Robinson humorously discussed the
beasts and birds, but Kipling awoke the stay-at-homes
to the real India, including the places—

“ Where the best is like the worst—
Where there aren't no Ten Commandments,
An’ a man can raise a thirst.”

The studies of native life collected under various
titles have importance far beyond their relative size.
Mr. K'pling’s versatility is unquestioned; but few
were prepared to find that the hand that sketched
“In Black and White ” should also have produoed
the far more subtle “ Jungle Books.” "Without
Benefit of Clergy,” “ The Man Who Was,” “ The
Drums of the Fore and Aft,” and a dozen other short
stories are little masterpieces. With De Maupassant,
his aim is for color, air, and light, with his eyes on
the supreme moment only. His art is as modern as
Maeterlinck in its breadth, and as classical in its
restraint as the pages of old-world Homer.

Like Meiosonier, Mr. Kipling succeeds best on a
small canvas. “ The Light that Failed,” “ Stalky &
Co.,” and “ Captains Courageous” are magnificent
failures; but the Bhort stories are in every way
admirable. Despite his limitations, he is one of the
most popular writers of the day. With Bret Harte
he presents us with infinite riches in a little room.
The best of his work would hardly bulk more largely
than one of the novels of old Samuel Riohardson,
which used to draw tears from the eyes of our great
grandmothers. For readers of to-day like their
sensations brief and pungent. Realism and romance
meet within the covers of Mr. Kipling’'s books.
The art which conceals art is made subservient to
the human nature of his characters. In their warm-
blooded, and often lawless, natures we feel no
shackles of convention oramping their actions, or
rendering them less true to life as we know it. Had
his stories been told in the manner of the “ penny-
dreadful,” devoid alike of grace and grammar, we had
yet read them with pleasure, so vital are they in
essentials.

Mr. Kipling possesses other gifts, and he has
sought the bay leaves of the poet. Although lauded
extravagantly as a singer, it must be admitted that
he is seldom other than a brilliant and spirited
rhymester. “ D 'partmental Ditties " are clever
society verses ; “ Barrack-Room Ballads,” “ The Seven
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Seas,” and “ The Five Nations” are more evidence
of a poet in heart than of an artist in expression.
They are stirring, these clever metrical and verbal
effects, but they are not the “ linked sweetness of
real poetry. The golden music of Swinburne or the
quiet dignity of William Watson is never paralleled
in Mr. Kipling’s pages. The exquisite audacity of
“ Tomlinson ” serves only to remind us what such a
theme might be in the hands of a great master of
melody. The “ Recessional,” if we have any oanons
to measure it, must show cleveralty rather than
poetry as the result; but we dare not dwell too
closely upon Mr. Kipling’s rhymes. To the great
publio, to the people who admire the verses of Ella
Wheeler Wilcox, Mr. Kipling may seem a poet; but
to the lovers of real literature he is first and fore-
most a romancer, who can hold his audience surely
with his stories.

Much has been made of Mr. Kipling's piety. The
young lions of the Tory press proudly acclaim him as
the most religious poet since Dryden, and the
Nonconformist journalists sorrowfully retort tbha
he has no “ soul.” This, however, is the merest
partisanship. Of all the gods created by men in
their own likeness, the Anglo-Indian deity of Mr«
Kipling is the most astonishing. Such sentiment™
as those expressed in “ The Young British Soldier
ought to make the pious penmen shy of claiming M«
Kipling as a lineal literary descendant of
Watts:—

“ When you’re wounded and left on Afghanistan’s plains,
An’ the women come out to cut up your remains,
Just roll to your rifle, and blow out your brains,
And go to your Gawd like a soldier.”
He uses Biblical illustrations with a freedom
which reminds one of Sir John Falstaff.—
“ Said England unto Pharaoh, ‘You've had nur®
When Aaron struck your rivers into blood ; [b* 0
But if you watch the serjeant he can show you sometni e
He’s a charm for making riflemen from mud 1 1110 *
It was neither Hindustani, French, nor Cjptic,
It was odds and ends and leavings of the same,
Translated by a stick (which is really half the trick)
And Pharaoh harked to Berjeant Whatsisname.’

Now and again Mr. Kipling leaves this fl@80
fingering of the keys and strikes a deeper note.
has reproduced in most startling fashion the wood®
ing amazement of the Hindoo brought face to
with the Christian religion :—

“ Look, you have cast out love 1 What gods are those
You bid me please ?
The Three in One, the One in Three?
To my own Gods | go.
It may bo they shall give me greater ease
Than your cold Christ and tangled Trinities.” ~ 2

In “ White Horses ” the piety has become ting ,g
with patriotism, and he hints that the very sea
bestowed by the Almighty for the purpose
destroying the enemies of England. In the “ KsC a
sional” our wonderment is by no means lessen
The second verse, if it stood alone, might Paj.0
though its best line, “ An humble and a cOD
heart,” is by no means novel. How ourious > Of
association of the reference just quoted to that ot
sentiment:—

“ Such boasting as the Gentiles U3e,
Or lesser breeds without the law.” f

We would not close upon this note. Writing a
time when so much of contemporary literatel |
neurotio and “ tommyrotic,” Mr. Kipling has %,
always to the white road of pure fancy, the P *%g
that winds between fragrant hedgerows and n
into the shadowy woods. How fresh it seenoBi
young, how invigorating, to take the old road 0
Mr. Kipling, and walk once more with the e°J
three into the beokoning forest of romance. ~
never grow too tired or too old for that ga80J
that recompense. Read with admiration to-d'y

Not so 1

wonder if the charm of Kipling's witchery vfl a0d
It matters little, perhaps. He has an audience»” fiS>
in the future the secret of immortality is iiis
as the greater seoret was alike to old Omar n of

lustrous lover. To discover how muoh . d® ~g \p
subject and novelty of incident has prejD
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his favor is not worth trying. *“ Nature’s infinite
book” is open to all. If Rudyard Kipling finds
themes to move his readers to laughter or to tears
where others had but found poor material for dreary
books of travel, so far from decrying such talent,
ought we not to yield him praise for the pleasure he
has given the English-speaking world ?

Mimnebmdb.

The Co-operative Habits of Animals.

Pitiless as the eastern blast which sweeps earth
d‘d sky in the early days of spring, the processes of
Mature have, nevertheless, been materially tempered
y the co-operative devices incidental to plant and
aoimal life. Vegetable organisms olub together for
strength and security, and in the animal kingdom
prions ingenious contrivances have been evolved
tiorM 80" en the harsh influences of frigid unemo-
nature. The social imstimot has Worlked
WWUS benefits to those creatures which associate
jbutu&d aid and support. And the crowning pro-

ig °f evolution, the human family, has profited
8] *naely through the shielding influences of sooial
Sinr*ty.! What the most earnest and heartfelt
~Pplioation to the gods has failed most utterly to
, °*plish has been achieved through that sooial
4 which animates the world of life as a whole.
WH ?a8ar™ an” one instances might be recorded in
Uf 8&”bary animals would readily succumb to the
NiNM~NDple factors that environ their lives, but
earth are enable™ bo multiply and replenish the
ing.b as a result of their gregarious habits and

&8 social inseots such as ants and bees have
av In consequence of their oo-operative habits to
lgji ry advanced stage of sooial and intellectual evo-
Wjj 7 They, at least, have learned the lesson
ttQ 1 Mankind has so far failed to master, that
rve Members of the community that render no
Wirk*0 ®bate are merely a burden upon the
eith P°Pnlation. They who produce nothing,
pfQ6ér Mentally or physically, are relegated to their
is rPosition in a commonwealth whose existence
tkOj"en”ent upon the mutual benefits rendered by
j e wbo form its social and economio assets.

QonaMlllers an<* naturalists have often remarked
birdg8 p 0 extreme friendliness which the fieroest
°Perar man*best among themselves. The oo-
aga) IQQ-°f all kinds of aquatio and terrestrial birds
caref j °arnivorous enemies is also well attested by
birjg0 aDd competent observers. Among migratory
devej 00 Oo-operative spirit attains a high degree of
ter Pment. Birds whioh wore previously soat-
sprijj ° M@ a wide range of territory assemble in the
°eedin autumn at appointed plaoes before pro-
se™ 8 upon their perilous journeys over land and
in . od if WO may judge from the deluge of talk
tG j, Ich- thidy imthulée, they seern to be tkebdting as
Iho88 Ways and means of their projected travels.
folly0 VOry e“ inent authorities, Seebohm and Dixon,
loglg. CQroborate the aocounts of earlier ornitho-
tni,r 8 concerning the animated disoussions of
ie8tin °r™ kjrds when they return to their northern
Geg ®stations in spring. “ For many days in suc-
NOhtVfk B8 J>r'nce Kropotkin, “ sometimes one
Q@ jj ' they will come together every morning for
*80 Or before flying in soaroh of food—perhaps
thiLr heats.rﬂo 8Pot where they are going to build
~eciean™ID8 to mammalian life, we find that social
to80ci . ar° far more numerous than those few
their n ?arnivorous quadrupeds whioh still maintain
88yet Hf °n 'n P*ace9 where man’s influences have
lotw httle force. Whhe far sptead herds of ante-
kg aloes, gazelles, and deer; the immense
®iai nndomesticated goats and sheep, are all
NttheHCre™ are8’  Vast congregations of squirrels
:A8ter/ abounded in Siberia, and the grass-lands of
lllithenan r~rica are still the pasture places of

herds of zebras and antelopes. The in-
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tensely sooial beaver was abundant in all the
running waters of Northern America and the
Siberian streams until man waged a war of whole-
sale destruction wupon these highly intelligent
rodents. Such markedly colonial rodents as mar-
mots, ground-squirrels, mice, and other animals
continue to flourish in almost incredible profusion
in favorable habitats in all the mainland maeses of
the earth’s surface. In the tropics troops of
sagacious elephants still survive, and the most
numerous monkeys belong to species which are
most distinctly sooial in habit. The social reindeer
is the outstanding feature of the sub-Arotio regions,
and the leading animals of the Polar areas are the
gregarious musk oxen and Arotio foxes. The seals
and cetaceans are mainly fraternal animals, and,
despite their unrelenting persecution by man, they
still survive in large numbers. All the wild horses,
oamels, and asses are in their natural state markedly
social, and immense herds of these organisms still
pasture in the great plateau of Central Asia. The
gregarious creatures, when totalled, number very
many millions, while the unsooial or solitary carni-
vores are, in comparison, very few.

Among the more numerous flesh-eating mammals,
however, the social instinot is more pronounoed.
Nor are the lions, tigers, and other large oats quite
so unsooial as was formerly supposed. Chalmers
Mitchell has given us a very pleasing pioture of the
family life of the lion. Sir Samuel Baker noted the
co-operation of the Kking of beasts when seeking for
prey. Another characteristically carnivorous class
—the entire dog family—is notoriously sooiable. All
the wolves appear to hunt in packs, as also that
other member of the dog family, the jackal. Even
the surly bear is not indifferent to the society of his
fellows. As a matter of fact, sooial desires dominate
the world of life in general, although they exist in
various degrees of development.

It is a noticeable circumstance that sooial soli-
darity is most highly evolved among animals who
would be comparatively defenceless if they stood
singly and alone. Co-operative phenomena are most
elaborate among sooial inseots, birds, rodents, herbi-
vorous mammals, and our monkey cousins. Hundreds
of speoies of monkeys are known to soienoe, and the
co-operative factor varies very considerably among
them. We possess little knowledge of the habits of
nocturnal apes, but they appear to prefer a seoluded
and isolated life. Small family groups are formed
by the howling monkeys, and among the man-like
apes the orang-utan has always been seen alone or in
small troops, while the gorilla appears strictly as a
strong family man. But all the other members of
the monkey tribe, the mandrills, chimpanzees,
baboons, and the rest associate in large groups on
the friendliest footing, and even strange species are
sometimes permitted to enter their congregations.
Most monkoys become melancholy in solitude, and
their poor health and high mortality in captivity is
often solely attributable to this cause. In their
native forests, when beset by enemies, the cries of
those who have wandered from the main body cause
the other animals to rush to their assistance. They
co-operate when attaoked, and are frequently success-
ful in boating off their enemies, particularly the
smaller beasts of prey and carnivorous birds. Even
the imperial eagle considers discretion the better
part of valor where a band of monkeys is concerned.
The devoted love of the female for her offspring is
well known to all students of natural history. One
of the fine plates in Chalmers Mitohell's reoent
work, The Childhood of Animals, represents a monkey
fondling and suckling her young. This illustration
was taken in the Zoologioal Gardens, and the whole
attitude of the mother and babe is most remarkably
human in appearance. The most trustworthy eye-
witnesses affirm that several species of monkeys
manifest the deepest conoern for their wounded
companions, and refuse to leave them until they are
certain that they are past recovery. James Forbes
and his fellow-hunters were so much impressed by
the grief of some monkeys at the sight of a dying
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comrade—a victim of one of their guns—that they
solemnly resolved “ never again to fire at one of the
monkey race."

Herbert Spencer, the greatest of all modern philo-
sophers, has shown us that the primitive association
of living cells into colonial groups laid the firm
foundations for all subsequent evolution. In a
steadily developing degree, this co-operative organisa-
tion most certainly distinguishes every ascending
rung in the ladder of evolution. Therefore Prince
Kropotkin is fully entitled to assert that in the
course of this evolutionary advance the social trend
becomes more and more conscious.

“ It loses its purely physical character, it ceases to
be purely instinctive, it becomes reasoned. With the
higher vertebrates it is periodical, or it is resorted to
for the satisfaction of a given want—propagation of the
species, migration, hunting, or mutual defence. It even
becomes occasional, when birds associate against a
robber, or mammals combine, under pressure of excep-
tional circumstances, to emigrate. In this last case, it
becomes a voluntary deviation from habitual modes of
life....... It also takes higher forms, guaranteeing more
independence to the individual without depriving it of
the benefits of social life. With most rodents the indi-
vidual has its own dwelling, which it can retire to when
it prefers being left alone; but the dwellings are laid
out in villages and cities, so as to guarantee to all
inhabitants the benefits and joys of social life.”’*

It appears a self-evident proposition that the
protective factors bound up with corporate life
constitute a powerful instrument in the struggle for
existence. Communal life fortifies weak inseots,
puny birds, and defenceless mammals from the
assaults of their foes. Other things equal, the gre-
garious mode of life secures greater longevity and
promotes the maturity of sufficient offspring to
maintain, at least, the average number of the
species. It is fully realised that numerous other
factors are involved in the maintenance of the race.
But it will be conceded by those best acquainted
with the complex conditions whioh govern animal
life, that the immense importance of the social factor
is hard to overrate. Intelligence, for instance, is of
inestimable value to the organisms which possess it
in any high degree. But mental faculty is probably
more largely indebted to the social factor than it is
to any other. It has been said that “ Language,
imitation, and accumulated experience are so many
elements of growing intelligence of which the un-
social animal is deprived.” Given highly evolved
organs of touch, and combine such organs with an
environment in which facilities are constantly
afforded for gaining new experiences, and we find
suoh eminently sociable animals as ants, parrots,
elephants, monkeys, and men which combine the
greatest gregariousness with the most highly evolved
mental powers.

Against the elements the social factor is practi-
cally powerless amongst most organisms below man.
Bird life in Britain is always more richly represented
after a succession of mild winters. A hard and
prolonged frost usually takes a terrible toll of bird
and insect life. In Sussex, after the severe winter
of 1885-6, the skeletons and feathers of what once
had been plump blackbirds, were quite numerous
near the farms and hamlets. A dozen dead birds
might have been picked up in one orchard alone.
Sir George Trevelyan mentions an outstanding
American instance of a similar kind. He writes:—

* January, 1779, was the coldest month recorded in a
series of observations which had been carefully and
continuously noted down in Pennsylvania over a space
of nearly two centuries....... The snow lay from four to
six feet deep over the whole country. Wild animals
were almost exterminated, from deer and turkeys down
to squirrels and partridges.”!

When, however, the fullest allowance is made for
the survival value of strength, swiftness, protective
and warning coloration, cunning, and power of
endurance in the brute battle of life, the fact remains
that the nobler qualities of reason, justice, sympathy,

* Mutual Aid, p. 53; 1902.
f George the Third and Charlet Fox, vol. i., p. 290.
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and love find their fitter nurseries among those
organisms whose social proclivities serve to evolve a
state of existence in which the weak and helpless
are to some extent guarded from danger. Society
life helps to limit the physical struggle, and thus
assists the evolution of the higher msthetic and
moral emotions and desires. The securer the sooial
structure, the greater the amplitude and duration of
human life. With the deepening of life’'s processes
thus rendered possible, we may confidently anticipate
a future of sublimer artistic, literary, and ethical
achievement than any the world has so far wit-
nessed. For whereas in past ages the advantages
conferred by culture have been almost entirely con-
fined to a favored few, the day is now dawning when
the higher things of life will become so democra-
tised that they will be placed within the reach of all
who oare to cultivate, create, or enjoy them.
T. F. PaimEE.

Another Lie Nailed Down.

| SEEM to have a nose for a lie. | suppose it i0
because | have spent so much of my life in attacking
Christianity—which is the most lying religion on
earth. The German historian and philosopher,
Herder, who was not a fanatic nor even a partisan,
went to the length of saying that “ Christian
veraoity ” deserved to rank with “ Punio faith.”

What a lot of Christian lies | have nailed down ®
the pages of the Freethinkert To enumerate them
all would take a good deal of space. | must leave
them, therefore, at present, to the memory of cay
readers.

Some of the lies | have run down were big ones--'
such as the Torrey lies about Paine and Inger00.
Others were of a middling size, and others agalD
were small ones—hardly big enough for a Freethinker
to refute or a Christian to invent. | leave my readers
to determine the size of the one I am now bringing
to their attention.

An old reader of this journal, Mr. A. Hopkins, ®
the course of a letter | received from him date
May 15, wrote as follows :—

“ Last Sunday week | heard a Christian Evidence
lecturer reading extracts from a letter in Hyde Park,
neither heard the commencement nor the end, but *
letter had to do with the close of the late Mr. Wheeler
life. So much as | heard showed how the Christ® ~
had cared for him, and how, at a meoting in a s® »
attic in Judd-street, Euston-road, the sick man b
ordered Mrs. Foote and others out of his room becau
they were not converted or saved. All this and ®°
was read from a many-paged letter by the lector
Unfortunately | could not stop to challenge the speakO™
for I was with friends from the country and could D
stop till the end,” ,

Mr. Hopkins has made inquiries at my r09?0"
and the leoturer appears to have been a Mr. Ey
Marsh. | think | have heard that name bef°
Was it not the name of the Christian gentle®
who, with the aid of a Christian looal newspaP
gave such a brilliant exhibition of Christian 0"arijjj.
at Streatham Common a few years ago? An eX
bition which ended with a threat of bringing
uhree hundred Billingsgate porters and King'’s Col
divinity students to drive one poor Atheist sp0*
off the field ; thus showing that the friends of Ch
were many as well as seleot. jjg

| have heard again from Mr. Hopkins.
attended the Christian Evidence meeting in ™ jr.
Park last Sunday (May 25) and questioned the
man, a Mr. Allen, about the letter from which
Marsh had been reading. id

He was quite familiar with the matter,
that as far as his recollection served the writer e
letter was a sister of Mr. Wheeler. He forth6é (g,
mo that the letter was in possession of Mr. R‘c It
who lived in Tramway-avenue, Lower Edmonto ™ ~
appears that Mr. Allen is in regular attonda
Hyde Park on Sunday mornings, and he told “~(jbef
he will be pleased to be seen any time to give
information on the matter.”

’

an
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Bat there ia no need for Mr. Allen to concern
unself about “ further information.” 1 will supply
myself, and | am a better authority than he is on
is subject. Mr. Wheeler was my oldest and dearest
fiend. 1 loved him while he lived; | have never
»easeJ to love him since he died. He has been dead
~ utteen years, and for fifteen years he was my sub-
oth °r CD FireBthinlcer, and my comrade in many
her Freethought enterprises. He was a vice-
in of the National Seoular Sooiety to the
3 breath he drew. That Society paid the cost of
i® *aneral, and I, as its President, delivered an
dress at his graveside. And | found that he had
0 P-nted me executor to his will. Yes, | think 1
, 8ht to know something about the last days and
°f Joseph Mazzini Wheeler. And | say that
Aments now made jn this precious letter read
Park are absolute lies,—as | will prove in

week’s Freethinker. Y

. . Foote.

(To be concluded.)

no

The Coming Education Bill.

Manifesto by the E xecutive Committee of the

Secular Education L eague.

Eydm\b the past few years it has been repeatedly declared
g pPPOfters of the Government that certain political
inord°nS mnst as far as possible, bo dealt with and settled
of et to give time and opportunities for the consideration
Tbe dei matters affecting the welfare of the people at large.
tQadpPeech °f Biord Haldane at Manchester on January 10,
those <1 ~eha*f °f the Cabinet, intimated that chief among
of Nat'I1POrfan* suhjects will be the ever-recurring question
$  moal Education. It is evident from Lord Haldane's
by dii on that occasion, amplified on various occasions since
roa8Qf r iaemhers of the Government, that an effort will be
ary 0“eal with the question in a more comprehensive
a y”~matic way than has hitherto been attempted. Such
«da,, ,.ement would probably fix the conditions of our
Tb lotlat system for a considerable time.
edc,~6 \8 0110 aspect of the question—that of religious
itis_ 1'"n  State-supported colleges and schools—on which
on j? hopeless to expect a satisfactory settlement except
egjnpo llnes Of the fundamental principle that the State,
&heold} as ** '8 °f ¢'Mzens °f ah creeds and no creod,
teligiOn Rve n°i'hing whatever to do with the teaching of
evitsbu In a?y °f its educational institutions. It is in-
attenti . 'n any ProPosed nOw legislation on this subject
a&tirs f? w™l be dirocted largoly to the proposal for elimi-
nation r°~8'ous difficulty by the adoption of the Secular
careful  ani*” is °f the highost importance that the most
°tder th ?u?ht should bo given to it by every citizen, in
~hich ha * ~ P°SBihlo, the divisions among educationalists
be PortaaMO 80 lon” °htalne” on this particular subject shall
@fiort fO Uoafly removed and tho ground cleared for united
large, r real educational progress of tho nation at

ycate fbJam°ntablo, but acknowledged, fact that for many
tOhgious ,coalr°versiofl that havo arisen on this subject of
00ted the °achmg in the Stato Schools havo markedly bin-
should h Causo °f true education. Timo apd enorgy that
?ieHtal rau® been devoted to the physical training and
8vortefi t ute °f the children of the nation have been
a°8tnas nnprofitablo discussions as to what religious
tOal edoc t'U °r 8b°uld not bo taught in the schools, and
P*e Of atl°’n has continually suffered in consequence. In

A 1 taj,a Ofully Prepared syllabuses, the children have

a°gnias oh* a8 was Inevitable under the circumstances,
aBtee<}; . ~hich neither the sects nor tho nation wore
ptes&ed j 10 unfair religious tosts, expressed or unex-
Sjffered been imposed on tho teachers, who have
b ‘alko 'ngly. is incumbent on all those who have
a*Orethat i 6 Vacation at heart to use every effort to

AN lil Of " Whatever tho now proposals may be, this old

ahi WavUcn<d®on ®baii once anJ f°r ever bo removed,
th . Br-ron.pv a™° ?ear f°r tbhe working out of those wide
wOlt Private IQf4 principles on which all citizens, whatovor
t toeet),”°i P°rs°nal beliefs, can unite and harmoniously

la? i8unno  °r tho common good.
th i Woor tvZB8' * t° outer hero on the controversies of the
in ~*be Ra..ref. 8°norations. It is sufficient to point out
v/~plo comDha™°U °f 7870, which, with its Cowpor-
t0  ineation0™ 180 Was 8nPP0S°d to bring peace on this
Bt .Present nbroug8ht on the contrary a sword, which up
arian Cont Qay “~as continually been sharpened by the
oversialists. Since 1870 every effort to settle
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the question in the various Education Bills which have been
introduced by both the great political parties has broken
down, by reason of the continual clinging to illogical and
unjust compromises, which have satisfied no one, but have
actually increased the confusion, both of thought and
attempted action. This has again and again been acknow-
ledged by the great political leaders on both sides. Mr.
Gladstone stated that he had never been strong against
secular education. He said: “ It seems to me impartial, and
not, if fairly worked, in any degree unfriendly to religion.”
Mr. John Morley said that on this question the Act of 1870
was a most “ deplorable illustration of refusing to examine
ideas alleged to be impracticable.” As lately as 1906 Mr.
Joseph Chamberlain said: “ There are only two means of
settling this question. One is that the State should pay for
no religious teaching, and the other is that the State should
pay. for all religions teaching.” He had always given his
support to the first. And the late Sir Henry Campbell-
Bannerman stated that in his opinion nine-tenths of the
Liberals, if they had their own way, would ask for the
Secular Solution.

What is the Secular Solution ? Not that the State in its
schools should be hostile to religion, but that it should simply
be neutral. The secular position is that the State, which, in
its collective capacity, is the custodian and expender of the
taxes that are drawn from all citizens, irrespective of their
religious opinions, should refrain from supporting any such
opinions through its educational institutions. The believer
in Secular Education would object as much to State support
of Secularism or Atheism as he would to the support of
Roman Catholicism, Anglicanism, or Nonconformity. The
advocate of Secular Education holds that the responsibility
for providing religions teaching rests with the parents and
the churches, and that with it the State, as such, should
have nothing to do.

The present system of illogical compromise and injustice
satisfies neither parent nor teacher. Tho time has come
when it should be swept away in favor of a system which,
besides being perfectly logical, is also—which is oven more
important—perfectly just. The only system which meets
these necessary requirements is Secular Education, The
Secular Education League confidently appeals to all citizens
to use their utmost endeavors in tho coming educational
campaign to determine that once and for all the nation’s
schools shall be freed from sectarian controversies and
religious disputes, so that National Education may bo pro-
moted in harmony with those humano principles on which
all citizens are agreed.

These are the principles on which the new measuro must
be framed, if it is to produce harmony and lasting peace.

“ The Miracle ” is the title of a remarkable film now being
shown at various cinematograph halls through the country.
Since the good old Bible days it appears to be tho only
miracle which has attracted general attention.

According to the Evening News, a Liberal candidate
“ hopes to attend one service in every place of worship in
the City.” This proposed increase in the congregations of
the derelict churches will, if carried out, causo groat joy in
ecclesiastical circlos; but politicians will not be likely to
accept it as a precedent.

Dr. Herbert Gray, writing in tho Evening Newt, says that
the football captain is “ a demi-god.” Why demi? Is it
because he does not mako it so hot for his opponents as the
more popular deities ?

The clergy have made begging a fino art. Recently the
personal column of a daily paper contained an appeal by a
vicar who wished to take his wife abroad “ free from cost.”
Another advertisement was from a young Anglican clergy-
man who desired “ adoption,” and still another from a
parson's widow who asked for help to educate her boy.
Why do these people advertise instead of praying?

A peoress has been writing to tho Timet in indignant tones
concerning such dances as “ Turkey Trot” and 1l Tango,"
which she describes as “ horrors of Negroid origin." What
would the titled lady have said of David's demure danco
before the ark, described in tho Bible? That dance would
make any turkey trot.

In the course of a recent action to determine the copy-
right of a dramatic sketch, the author stated that he was
not indebted to anybody for his plot, and added that “ the
incidents were as old as Adam, perhaps a little older.”
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SUND&T LECTURE NOTICES, Etc. America’s Freethought Newspaper.
Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by firstposton Tuesday, T H E TRUTH SEEKER-
and be marked “ Lecture Notice” if not sent on postcard. FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT, 1873.
CONTINUED BY E. M. MACDONALD, 1883-1909.
LONDON. G. E. MACDONALD ... .. . oo Editob,
aAJmooB L. K. WASHBURN et eeereeeean. Edltonal Contributor.
Bethnal Gbeen Branch N.S.S. (Victoria Park, near the Subscription Rates.
Bandstand): 3.15 and 6.15, Mr. Gallagher, Lectures. Single subscription in advance _
Camberwell Branch N. S. S. (Brockwell Park) : 3.15, a Lecture. Two new subscribers ~ 5.00
Croydon Branch N. 8. S. (Katharine street, near Town Hall): One subscription two years in advance .« 5.00
6.30, a Lecture. To all foreign countries, except Mexico, 50 cents per annum ex

Edmonton Branch N.S. S. (Edmonton Green) : 7.45, a Subscriptions for any Iength of time under a year, at the rate
Lecture. 25 cents per month, may be begun at any time.
Kingsland Branch N.S.8. (corner of Kidley-rcad): 11.30, Freethinkeri everywhere are invited to tend for tpecimen cop* >
Miss Kough, “ Lying for the Glory of God.” which are free.
North London 'Branch N. 8.8. (Parliament Hill Fields): THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY,
3.15, A. D. Howell-Smith, “ Christianity and Civilisation.” Publishers, Dealers in Freethought Books, .
Finsbury Park : 6 30, K. H. Rosetti, a Lecture. 62 Vesey Street. New York, U.d-
West Ham Branch N. 8. 8. (outside Maryland Point Station,
Stratford, E.) : 7, Miss K. B. Kough, a Lecture.

Wood Green Branch N.S.S. (Jolly Butchers Hill, opposite Dete rm In |Sm or Free Wlll’)

Public Library) : 7.30, Mr. M. Hope, a Lecture.

COUNTRY. By C COHEN.
Outdoor.
Burniey Branch N. 8.8. (Market Place): Gilbert Manion— .
June 1, at 6.30, “ Miracles ” ; 4, at 730, “ Christian Socialism Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.

Exposed ” ; 5, at 7 30, “ Faith a Relic of a Barbarous Age.”
Bury Branch N. 8. S.( front of Circus): 3, Arthur Thompson,
“ Bible Beauties ” ; 6 30, R. Mearns, “ Why | am a Secularist.” A clean and able exposition of the subject if
Colne Branch N. S. 8. (Cumberland-street): Gilbert Manion— . . .
June 1, at 3, “ Christian Socialism Exposed”; 2, at 7.30, “ The the only adequate light—the light of evolution-
Resurrection ” ; ; 3, at 7.30, “ God.”
Netson Branch N.8.8. (Chapel-street) : Gilbert Manion—

June 1, at 11, “ My Life in the Army”; 6, at 7.30, “ Bible
Myths ” ; 7, at 7.30, “ Christian Socialism Exposed.” i CONT‘ENTS ) » -1ll-
Rochdale Branch N 8.8. (Town Hall Square) : 3, R. Mearns, |. The Question Stated.—Il. “ Freedom” and WWill. * Al

“Why | am a Secularist” ; 6.30, Arthur Thompson, “ Bible Consciousness, Deliberation, and Choice.—IV. Some
Beauties.” Consequences of Determinism.—V. Professor James on

Dilemma of Determinism."—VI. The Nature and A
of Responsibility.—VI1Il. Determinism and Character—VH

Ojt unutcL h ('J_cLookurujL jjausn. to CtC triy ‘¢ ftujthuytfc Problem in Determinism.—IX. Environment.

33 CnauL faili.", O  Oriokn PRICE ONE SHILLING NET-

rj my =Sfiictot 1¢ 13 SoAt - ,
. (Postage 2d.)
<57™ccE 327, ~edldmA.

I fauitiinii, Ci Aodt- ¢Crut ‘t~o*sAicrnM¢tlo..6JtjicOuA: toruiLytruoA The Pioneer Pbess. 2 Newoastle-street, Farringdon-street,
lo tfca. (u itiit; CaxcL b&tr aSdtloM Ictifn  aMAHLUO llu/Zuicvrioc-till

FOR SALE.—Taylor’s Diegetit, exceedingly rare. What

™ v, ld<tt4Q S(_.'IUEt WANTED —The Freethinker, from first number down to
< . QiteLcLf+ilol. for Mr. G. W. Foote's office use. Preferably nnbo
Address, Miss Vance, Secretary, 2 Newcastle-street, E-C-

A LIBERAL OFFER—NOTHING LIKE IT- |

Greatest Popular Family Reference Book and Sexology—Almost Given Away. A Million so
at 3 and 4 dollars—Now Try it Yourself.
Insure Your Life—You Die to Win; Buy this Book, You Learn to Liv "¢g‘pa

Tﬁelse$K Ignorance kills—knowledge saves—be wise in time. Mon weaken, sicken, ~c§ old
knowing how to live. “ Habits that enslave M wreck thousands yO0~ ? Niaéil0 1

Fathers fail, mothers are “ bed-ridden,” babies die. Family feuds, marital in
divorces—even murders—All can be avoided by self-knowledge, self-oontr = 70

Yon can discount heaven—dodge hell—here and now, by reading and aPPnato*¥6*
wisdom of this one book of 1,200 paget, 400 illuttrationt, 80 lithographt on 18 a
color platet, and over 250 pretcriptiont,

OF COURSE YOU WANT TO KNOW WHAT EVERYONE OUGHT TO E

The Y oung—How to choose the best to marry.

T he Married—Hew to be happy in marriage.

T he Fond Parent—How to have prize babies.

T he Mother—How to have them without pain.

T he Chitdless—How to be fruitful and multiply.

T he Curious—How they “ growed " from germ-cell.
T he Healthy—How to enjoy life and keep well.

T he Invalid—How to brace up and keep well.

Whatever you'd atk a doctor you find herein. enlor™ |
Dr Foote’s books have been the popular instructors of the masses 'in America for fifty years (often re-written, .igil
and always kept up-to-date). For twenty years they have sold largely (from London) to all countries whore plic

spoken, and everywhere highly praited. Last editions are best, largest, and most for the price. You may 0aVe. fl j( K
by not buying, and you may lote your life (or your wife or child) by not knowing some of the vitally important tru

Most Grateful Testimonials From Everywhere. relyz‘ Ny
Gudivoda, India: “ It is a store of medical knowledge in plainest * panderma, Turkey : “ 1 oan avow frankly there AKANIChe&ifJe
Ianguage and every reader of English would be benefited found 'such an interesting book as yours."—K. D-i® V\;nO
by it."—W. L. N. Calgary, Can. : “ The information therein has change
Triplicane, India: “ | have gone through the book many times, idea of life—to be nobler and happier.”—D. N- tjje Pr
and not only benefited myself but many friends also.”— Laverton W. Aust.: “ | consider it worth ten time
Ix. Wi. <. 1 nave Deneniea muen Dy —K. m. jjt

Somewhat Abridged Editions (800 pp. each) can be had in German, Swedish, or Finn*
Price EIGHT SHILLINGS by Mail to any Address.

ORDER OF THE PIONEER PRESS,

2 NEWCASTLE STEEET, LONDON, E.C.
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national secular society.

President: G. W. FOOTE.
wretary ; Miss E M. Vanch, 2 Newcastle-st., London, E.C.

Se Principles and Objects.

a ,dPasism teaches that conduct should be based on reason
int fowledge. It knows nothing of divine guidance or
teceri®ence : it excludes supernatural hopes and fears; it
h%ppiness as man’s proper aim, and utility as his
oral guide.
Li> ecuiarism affirms that Progress is only possible through
seek 7’ wkich is at once a right and a duty; and therefore
1, remove every barrier to the fullest equal freedom of
y §ht, action, and speech.
aa ecu'arism declares that theology is condemned by reason
ass S?P?rstitious, and by experience as mischievous, and
gWa*t as the historic enemy of Progress.
&re @ ar'sm accordingly seeks to dispel superstition; to
Uioral't education ; to disestablish religion; to rationalise
teath - i’ Prom°te peace; to dignify labor; to extend
~ 'i well-being ; and to realise the self-government of

Ay Membership.

tollT> P8r80n is eligible as a member on Bigning the
"j *ng declaration :—

ftodb 6s*e to i°m t*10 National Seoular Society, and |
Pio6 .myseJf, if admitted as a member, to co-operate in
its objects.”

AAIESS. .. ..eit e .

®QCttpa<t'on
Bated this............... day of.cieieeeee e,

W-tlim“ ’r‘\ec'aration should be transmitted to the Secretary
P.S~nhscription.
¢r'oyemd a minimum of Two Shillings per year, every
bia bor *a left to fix his own subscription according to
'neans and interest in the cause.

The Immediate Practical Objects.

, "®ptimati°n of Bequests to Secular or other Free-
het6( ~ Societies, for the maintenance and propagation of
GMit' X Unions on matters of religion, on the same
oroaD10‘? as apply to Christian or Theistio churches or

Isations.

°f the Blasphemy Laws, in order that
out (0 Day be canvassod as freely as other subjects, with-
in Oue or imprisonment.
Pe°8tablishment and Disondowmont of the State
ThO av,'?» ~“ngland, Scotland, and Wales
Jo Schr ,'Ition of all Religious Teaching &ind Bible Reading

“ythe'stat °r °~1G °~ncational establishments supported

Nldrelrar s all endowed educational institutions to the
The y2un all classes alike,

sf Manda r.®a*'°n of all laws interfering with the free uso

®pdavn =10 PurP°80 of culturo and recreation ; and the

*0d PQling of State and Municipal Museums, Libraries,
A £ f o eries- . .

6*al just™*3L «°» Marriage Laws, especially to secure

akd faoii.-i00 *or_husband and wifo, and a reasonable liberty

.THoe W_?f ?(N@f@@:

fljat a], ~lisation of tho legal status of mon and women, so

. The PRIOS may Bo independent of sexual distinctions.

“tom the ?.;00lion °* ohildren from all forms of violence, and

PtefuatnvP,6~  °t those who would mako a profit out of their
The “t5 labor.

i~terieo 0 *tlon of all hereditary distinctions and privileges,
DlatberhOo”™ 8P*rlt antagonistic to justioe and human

itoons of ?r2Vc™ent by all just and wise moans of tho con-
j totveg ai'y life for the masses of tho people, especially
JMliuge nt* cities, where insanitary and incommodious
ukaessa n r ) want of open spaces, cause physical
ito i 6 Prom i- 80as°i a~d the deterioration of family life.
clad ToF itRO" T pf tile Figibt ana auty ef -AbOF to erganise
¢hi to IGLnJaoral a0l! economical advancement, and of its
/mbe 8,\u,* Bf@toction in such combinations.
iV .,sHtution of the idoa of Reform for that of Punish-
h be p\a broatmont of criminals, so that gaols may no
tho 'a’es ofCiS °7 brutalisation, or even of mere detention,

,8> who af\P ra?ical’ fefehectual, and moral elevation for
th”~ ®xtenHQfl *tfed with anti-social tendencies.

»? btnj»  h ot the moral law to animals, so as to seouro
btin  Protoo ft0atmGnt an(l leg“ * protection against cruelty.
Ht01 °1 Arb;/0™.0* Peaco between nations, and the substi-

0‘al distiT.iraYou fe* War in the settlement of inter-
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FREETHOUGHT PUBLICATIONS.

Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion. By
David Hume. With an Introduction by G. W. Foote.
Exquisite compositions full of philosophic power. Not
published till after Hume’s death, no doubt as being too
dangerously sceptical. Beautifully printed, 105 pages,
price 4d., postage 2d.

Liberty and Necessity.
Free Will and in favor of Moral Causation.
Hume. 32 pages, price 2d., postage Id.

The Mortality of the Soul. By David Hume.
With an Introduction by G. W. Foote. 16 pages, price Id.,
postage d.

An Essay on Suicide. By David Hume. With
an Historical and Critical Introduction by G. W. Foote,
price Id., postage id.

From Christian Pulpit to Secular Platform.
By J. T. Lloyd. A History of his Mental Development.
60 pages, price Id., postage id.

The Martyrdom of Hypatia. By M. M. Manga-
sarian (Chicago). 16 pages, price Id., postage id.

Essays in Rationalism. By Charles Robert
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