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" e cannot make true things false, or false things true, 
choosing to think them so.—J. A. Froude.

Religious Epidemics.

citation and suggestion represent two of the most 
Powerful forces in the associated life of man. Both 
are forces that are essential to an orderly, and even 
? Progressive, sooial life; but they may as easily 
ooome the cause of movements that are retrogres- 

?lve> and even anti-social in character. Given a 
avorable environment, and there is hardly an idea 
oat ia too outrageous to become the immediately 
Spelling power of masses of people. Under certain 
•rcumstances a crowd of people manifest all the 
oaraofc eristio features of a psychological entity. As 
® Bon has pointed out, a crowd will do collectively 
oat none of its constituent individuals would ever 
ream of doing singly." It becomes capable of deeds 

it i 'ro 8̂m or of savage cruelty. It will sacrifice 
self or others with absolute indifferenoe. Above 

j ’ the mere fact of moving in a mass gives the 
th f  ^°al a power, a certainty of being in the right, 
oat he can—so far as the mass of people are con-

°erned—,
a b,dQed,

moving in a mass gives 
ling in t 
people

never acquire by himself. The intellect is
andth f ”cu> the instinots are given a freer play, 

n Glr movement is determined in turn by suggestions 
onlike those with whioh a trained hypnotist 

Pirates on his subject.
8 n all contagious phenomena mere words or 
rail - l0 P̂ ay a Powerful part. They serve as a 

^ln§> ory for the emotions of the crowd. These 
tak 8 -°r 8ymbols may he wholly incongruous when 
haf611 conne°tion with the real needs of a people ; 
8er ’ Prov*ded they are sufficiently familiar, they 

v° their purpose. And the more primitive the 
the D1*n^ represented by the mass of the people, 
8p ^are powerfully these symbols operate. Shake- 
et; re 8 portrayal of tho orowd in Julius Casar is 
feel’ ,y true. The skilled orator, playing on old 
¡¿e lQS8, using familiar terms, and invoking familiar 
for th l̂nds a crowd quite plastic to his hands. It is 
ther • 6 rea8°ns, often perhaps unconsciously, that 
i&U ® 18 onoh a keen struggle for a monopoly of good 
rea?. S cries by political and sooial parties, and a 
the!lnosa to affix certain objeotionable names to 

°PPonents. Patriotism, The Church in Danger, 
rna ®88 Education, Little Englander, are all so 
°°t b ' h? 8.ea that are materially helped or hindered, 
by ^  their essential justice or reasonableness, but 
ass°ofatedre VGrba* ima8°8 w*th which they become

^araot010 caaes cpi^emios may be oalled normal in 
opOQ , that is, they depend for their existence 
JJtiii8 e utors that are always operative in society, and 
is an eaba  ̂P°wer of suggestion and imitation wbioh 
^ tanco^K  bbo 800*al structure. In other
Rental ft' ^GPen^ opon the workings of obscure 
^yeto th36?868’ and are a pathological character. 
Ib 8Uoh Grinstances they represent a mixture of both. 
^ Qt8, or 8e8’ *or in8tanoe, as the mediaeval Flagel- 
8ioal’eie h0 Dancing Mania, the presence of patholo- 

ents is unmistakable. Yet they could never
Psycho^
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'!/!/ of Peoplet and The Crowd, by Gustave

have spread as they did unless they had called into 
operation those principles of crowd psychology to 
whioh soience has only within recent years turned 
its attention, and which are normal factors in every 
human society. At present I am concerned only 
with epidemics as they ocour in connection with 
religion, and in showing how, in spite of their 
admittedly pathologic or undesirable character, they 
have yet served to keep religious belief alive and 
aotive. The two epidemics above mentioned furnish 
good examples of what has been said.

Wo may start with the once numerous sect of the 
Flagellants. Commencing in Italy about the middle 
of the thirteenth century, this sect continued in 
existence for at least 150 years ; it maintained itself 
in various parts of Europe, England and Scotland 
appearing to be the only countries in whioh the sect 
failed to establish itself. As a religious penance, 
whipping antedates the outbreak of the flagellation 
mania, as it has survived its disappearance. In Spain, 
until quite recently, there existed a religious order, the 
“ Brotherhood of the Cave,” which established itself 
in cellars, where the faithful resorted to have them
selves whipped. Flogging has also formed an 
important part in both conventual and monastio 
discipline. The pathological aspect of the subject 
is too unsavory to enter into at any length; it is 
enough to say that the connection between the 
whipping of certain parts of the body, and the pro
duction of intense sexual pleasure, is now an estab
lished faot, and it is clear that the anti-social life of 
monks and nuns would easily lend itself to the 
development of tho praotice. On the other hand, 
when this praotice assumed an epidemio form, mere 
imitation, combined with intense religious faith, 
would act as a potent cause for its extension.

Tho pictures of the flagellants in all countries were 
very similar. They marohed from town to town, 
men and women, and even children, stripped to the 
waist—sometimes entirely naked, praying, and whip
ping each other inoessantly. “ Not only during the 
day, but even by night, and in the severest winter, 
they traversed the cities with torches and banners, 
in thousands and ten of thousands, headed by their 
priests, and prostrated themselves before the altars.” 
At other times they proceeded to the market-place, 
arranged themselves on the ground in large circles, 
taking up various positions in accordance with their 
real or supposed crimes. After each had been 
whipped, a letter was road, which it wa3 said an 
angel had brought to St. Peter’s Church, at Jeru
salem, stating that Christ had granted, at the inter
cession of the saints and of the Virgin, pardon for all 
who should wander about for thirty-four days and 
scourge themselves. A large number of women 
joined these flagellants. It is said that 25,000 
marched from Modena and over 20,000 from Florence. 
In Germany, also, the crowds assumed large dimen
sions. In the end the Church and the secular powers 
joined foroes for their suppression.

Of much greater significance in the history of 
religion is the Danoing Mania, whioh broke out as 
the craze for flagellation was subsiding. I have 
pointed out in previous articles the significance of 
the practice of danoing in the early history of 
religion. In primitive religion dancing is one of the 
commonest means adopted to produce ecstasy, usually 
helped by the taking of some vegetable drug. In
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more civilised times the phenomena takes on more of 
a hypnotic character, and it is easy to see the play of 
suggestion when dealing with the various dancing 
manias of the Christian period. A people subject to 
the social disorganisations of the mediaeval period, 
and living in an environment saturated with super- 
naturalism, are peculiarly susceptible to such an 
influence as that which expressed itself in the 
Danoing Mania of the fourteenth century. Hecker, 
who gives a very elaborate aocount of the epidemic 
as it appeared in different countries,* describes 
it thus :—

“ They formed circles, hand in hand, and, appearing 
to have lost control over their senses, continued dancing, 
regardless of all bystanders, for hours together, in wild 
delirium, until at length they fell to the ground in a
state of exhaustion.......While dancing they neither saw
nor heard, being insensible to external impressions, but 
were haunted by visions, their fancies conjuring up 
spirits whose names they shrieked out; and some of 
them afterwards asserted that they felt as if they had 
been immersed in a stream of blood, which obliged 
them to leap so high. Others, during the paroxysm, 
saw the heavens open and the Savior enthroned with 
the Virgin Mary.”

At Aix-la-Chapelle, Cologne, and Metz, says the 
same w riter:—

“ Peasants left their ploughs, mechanics their work
shops, housewives their domestic duties, to join the wild 
revels. Secret desires were excited, and but too often 
found opportunities for wild enjoyment; and numerous 
beggars, stimulated by vice and misery, availed them
selves of this new complaint to gain a temporary liveli
hood. Girls and boys quitted their parents, and 
servants their masters, to amuse themselves at the 
dances of those possessed, and greedily imbibed the 
poison of mental infection. Above a hundred un
married women were seen raving about in consecrated 
and unconsecrated places, and the consequences were 
soon perceived.”

Hecker rightly says that the influence of the 
Roman Catholic religion, connected as it was with 
processions, public penances, and other practices 
likely to exoite the mind of an excited populace, 
reduced the mind to a very favorable state for the 
outbreak of a nervous disorder. It is significant to 
note in this connection that one of these outbreaks 
oocurred immediately after the revels of St. John’s 
Day, a Christianised Pagan festival, and that the 
name of St. John was frequently in the mouths of 
the dancers. Once attacked, the hypnotic character 
of the complaint showed itself by its annual 
recurrence. To again cite Heoker: —

“ Most of those affected were only annually visited 
by attacks ; and the occasion of them was so manifestly 
referable to the prevailing notions of that period that, 
if the unqualified belief in the agency of saints could 
have been abolished, they would not have had any 
return of the complaint. Throughout the whole of 
June, prior to the festival of St. John, patients felt a 
disquietude and restlessness which they were unable to 
overcome. They were dejected, timid, and anxious; 
wandered about in an unsettled state, being tormented 
with twitching pains, which seized them suddenly in 
different parts, and eagerly expected the eve of St, 
John's Day, in the confident hope that by dancing at 
the altars of this saint they would be freed from all 
their sufferings. This hope was not disappointed ; and 
they remained, for the rest of the year, exempt from 
any further attack,”

The connection of St. Vitus with the Danoing 
Mania is accounted for by the legend that St. Vitus, 
said to have been martyred in 808, just before his 
death prayed that he might proteot from the Dancing 
Mania all who solemnised his death, and that a voice 
from heaven was heard to say, “ Vitus, thy prayer is 
accepted.” The fact that the prayer was offered 
over a thousand years before the disease appeared, 
and that there is no proof that St. Vitus ever existed, 
are difficulties too microscopical for the eye of faith 
to discern. r  r

(To be continued.) C' CoHEN-

* Epidemics of the Middle Ages, Sydenham Society, 1844.

The Maligned Non-Believer.

Se v er a l  years ago the Rev. J. Morgan Gibbon went 
to Manchester to deliver a lecture on “ Atheism and 
Faith,” whioh was afterwards published. In that 
lecture the reverend gentleman made a peculiar 
statement, namely, that “ religion resting upon 
reason is a house founded upon sand.” As a matter 
of fact, no religion does rest, no religion ever did 
rest, upon reason, simply because every religion 
is contrary to reason. The only exception is 
Buddhism, which in the usual acceptation of the 
word is not a religion at all. What Mr. Gibbon 
meant to convey by the statement was the 
false notion that religion is not contrary to, but 
above reason, for in the same discourse he niok- 
named reason “ a farthing guttering candle." 
Gibbon is the present Chairman of the Congrega
tional Union of England and Wales, the Spring 
meeting of which has just been held in London. I® 
his address from the ohair Mr. Gibbon returned to 
the subject of his Manchester leoture, and talked at 
length, in a superficial, flippant, and misleading 
manner, about “ the non-believer of our time.” Be 
was candid enough to place this wicked character 
“ prominent in the forefront,” and to allow that he is 
a messenger of God to this generation. He is <<ft 
significant and somewhat ominous figure,” chal
lenging “ whatever of human worth and Christian 
faith survives among us.” We wonder how many 
of our readers will be able to recognise him from the 
following description :—

“ I see a youth, English, Welsh, Irish, or Scotch, of 
decent upbringing, of average education, with good, not 
brilliant faculties, of naturally clean instincts and whole
some habits, interested in sport, not deeply interested >n 
anything of an ideal order, rather bored by business, 
keen on his own pet hobby, football, cycling, photo
graphy, and such-like, while as for religion, he has jo®“ 
let it go. That’s all. Once it was in his bag, but it feh 
out and ho never troubled about it any more; he wen« 
on without it, and has never felt the loss of it.”

With all due deferenoe to so exalted a functionary» 
we pronounce the above a miserable carioature. *® 
reality, it is an acourate portrait of multitudes of 
people who, though utterly uninterested in churcbe3 
and ohapels and unintelligently sceptical as to many 
things in the Bible, are yet at heart believers in Goa 
and a future life. We have met hundreds, if ®°, 
thousands, of them ourselves, and know the bree 
quite well. They are not the typical unbelievers o 
our time at all, but rather the indifferentists 0 
nothingarians, over whom neither Freethougbt o° 
the Christian faith can exert any moulding inflaen00. 

Possibly Mr. Gibbon has never met a genuine no®* 
believer; indeed, from his description one naturally 
infers that he has not. If he had ever come i0", 
direot contaot with a veritable Atheist he wot® 
have been absolutely incapable of delivering 
greater part of his address. The Atheist is a p0f3° 
profoundly interested in all the things that matte ’ 
and distinguished for his dose, hard, logical thinking; 
He has the courage to face the faots and to rej00 
conventional explanations. Mr. Gibbon made feel* ® 
allusions to social problems ; to “ the underworld 
poverty, and all that goes on there ” ; to the g i r l Q_ 
is “ forced to sell her labor for a living,” whose in® g 
cence, youth, and fairness “ are all bait to 
enemy” ; but the Atheist knows that if Christian^ 
were true such distressing problems would not 0X 
Indeed, Mr. Gibbons oannot but be aware that for g 
existing state of things the Churches themselves 
very largely responsible. The Churches are wa* 
supported by the middle olass, and in Widowers’ H°tl 
Mr. Bernard Shaw describes “ middle-olass r03? o0 
tability and younger-son gentility as fa tten in g ^  
the poverty of the slum as flies fatten on filth. . 
Gibbon says that “ Atheism unites all our of00 
but, unfortunately, it unites them only f°.r u\g 
heartless persecution of Atheists. Is it oonceiv 
that God raises the Atheist on purpose to oha ^b0 
the Churches to prove their piety by putting 
wretch to death, or dapping him into prison ?
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According to Mr. Gibbon the non believer is one 
who has consciously or otherwise “ absorbed the 
negative results of modern criticism ” :—

“ His common sense always strained at Balaam and 
Jonah, and his moral sense, sharpened by his love of 
sport, which serves him as a conscience, stock at many 
things said of God—and so, not being deeply interested,
he let the whole thing go.......So there he is, millions of
him. According to the old logic, he ought to be an 
exceedingly bad man ; but not a week, scarely a day, 
passes without some heroic deed flashing out of the mass 
of life about us, showing what fine metal men are made 
of; God being with them, though they know him not.”

If Atheists are good it is a sign that God is with 
them without their knowing it. That is to say, 
nobody can be good unless God makes him so. 
hQch is Mr. Gibbon’s teaching; but does he not 
êe what dreadful implications it contains ? Here, 

example, is an extremely awkward question 
p ich we are obliged to put to the Chairman of the 

ongregational Union. If God is infinitely powerful, 
8°od, and loving, how is it that there are any wicked 
People in the world ? In other words, why is God 
"^n some Atheists, inspiring them to deeds of heroic 
exoellenoe, and absent from many Theists, who, in 
consequence, grow rich by grinding the faces of the 
Pcor and devouring widows’ houses ? We exhort 

Gibbon to pay serious heed to this question, and 
answer it if he can. We honestly confess that we 
rcgard it as of much greater importance than any 
^  the matters discussed by him in his long address.

he God he believes in is, on his own showing, guilty 
of the cruellest partiality and injustice. All the 
wfai evils so rightly deplored in the address thrive 
imply because God is not with all people alike, 
eoause he is a despioable respecter of persons. If 
6 can be with some people who disown him and 
a.cse them to appear as great luminaries in the 
, l08t of a crooked and perverse generation, why 
008 he not dwell with all alike, and so make “ a 
r9°ke(l and perverse generation ” an impossibility ? 
Mr. Gibbon wants to know how the non-believers 

j^h be reached by the Churches. We beg to inform 
h> that thousands of those whom he looks upon as 

believers could easily be reached and won back 
y scientifically planned revivals conducted by 

.Pecially qualified evangelists. Why, Gipsy Smith 
j. reaohing and winning baok such people by the 

°osand wherever he goes ; only they backslide again 
g^ostas soon as the artificial excitement dies down, 
of fu*18 non-believers are beyond the reach
Mr n6 lu rc h e s  altogether. The following is what 

• Gibbon thinks on the point:—
“ Such a dogged attempt to deal with the social 

question as would givo religion an edge and the sem
blance of a real fight would roach great multitudes of 
hem. They have no use for a disguised Buddhism 
hat in hymn and prayer offers rest to people who are 

u°t tired, but they would flock to the colors if there 
Was a declaration of war against the Devil and his 
angels."

c absolutely dissent from the reverend Chairman’s 
tbaf100’ Gonscientious unbelievers are convinced 

all Churches are, consciously or unconsciously,
hot vT"3n*' institutions. Our opposition to them is 
fals base<I upon their inefficiency, but upon their 
both*1608, bavo tujned our backs upon them
eff 0cause their accomplishments are few and in- 
bQc lv°> but because their olaims are baseless; not 
sail 8a'̂  80 nnskilfully, but beoause they
fauifc DC  ̂ â*8e colors. In other words, the supreme 
^batTb 1̂QC* kbem is that they pretend to be 
They taey are no *̂ an(I to do what is impossible. 
the i I^e ênd to be Divine institutions, indwelt by 
loVe “bnite and almighty God who is justice and 
Chri’Bt° constitute the body of which the Eternal 
Roly q18 the head, or to form the temple which the 
^n ish  a  ̂blls with his glory; but they have never 
t0hsion *eas*i verification of such august pre-
giveQ 8’ Throughout their whole history they have 
siveiy ,lnnumerable demonstrations of their exclu- 
their biGman or*8*n an(I character. Their differences, 

tter wrangles, their cruel persecution of one

another and of all outsiders, bear ample witness to 
their non-Divine connections. But the ahsurdest of 
all their claims is that they can actually limit the 
aotivity of the Supreme Being, or that the Savior of 
the world has seen fit to do his saving work through 
them, and through them alone, and through them 
only within the bounds of their own capacities. And 
yet they wonder why we do not believe in such a 
God, who can do nothing for China or Japan except 
through Christian missionaries specially sent out 
from Christendom, and scarcely anything even 
through them. We have the testimony of such 
unquestioned authorities as Dr. H. A. Giles, Professor 
of Chinese at Cambridge, Mr. Chester Holcombe, 
and Mr. Eugene Simon, who have spent many years 
in China, that the Chinese compare most favorably 
with the best Christian nation. Mr. Gibbon has 
never lived in China or Japan, and yet he has the 
audacity to apply the following language to all 
Heathen people alike:—

“ They are souls in exile. They are earth’s disin
herited. In them the human spirit is humiliated. 
They have no share in the things that belong to man’s 
life........no place in the work of civilisation.”

He oalls them all “ these entombed races.” This is 
blind prejudice in its full, irresponsible swing. And 
yet a man who can talk such lying nonsense imagines 
that if the Churches were on fire with such irra
tional zeal Atheists would flock to their colors in 
their thousands. It was empty twaddle of that sort 
that first drove them to Atheism, and certainly such 
egotistioal attitude and aotivity on the part of the 
Churches as Mr. Gibbon recommends is not likely to 
decoy them baok to Theism. The Chairman of the 
Union says that they have no use for “ a disguised 
Buddhism.” True ; but they have very considerable 
use for the real Buddhist system, because it is prac
tically identical with their own. Buddhism does not 
offer rest to people who are not tired, but it does 
promise deliveranoe from suffering and sorrow to 
people who are prepared to follow the path pointed 
out by Nature, a deliverance which will not be pos
sible in Christendom until Christianity has died
out of ifc’ J. T. L loyd .

The Irony of So-Called Revelations.—IY.

(Concluded from p. 294.)
(b) According to revelation, however, the unseen 

world is tenanted not only by Gods, but by legions of 
angels, good and bad. But I am not going to waste 
your time with a dissection of the anatomy of these 
crude hybrid creations of primitive man. They are 
not worthy of any attention save to remark that, 
according to revelation, they are all, bad and good, 
true existences. The treatment, however, that is 
now generally accorded to his Seraphio Majesty—the 
8npreme,head of the legions of darkness—puts the 
religionists in a sad dilemma. The Bible, as you 
well know, reveals a Satan as well as a God. Its 
sacred pages are as replete with his unwearied atten
tions to mankind as they are with those of God. 
The Devil and his host play not only a very con
spicuous role, but a most fundamental one, in the 
revealed soheme of salvation. The effect of their 
doings, in faot, forms the very foil in which the 
deeds of God and his angels are set. By every canon 
of reason and logic, Satan is as veritable an object 
of revelation as God is.

But o h ! what revenges time had in store for 
revealed supernatural secrets. For now good theo
logians and devout religionists are actually ashamed 
of him, and even take pleasure in ignoring his very 
existence, despite his immortal nature 1 Some go to 
the extent of writing books which openly repudiate 
his ancient claim to a suzerainty over our lives. He 
is actually exiled from the halls of learning and 
culture, and is obliged to take refuge in Salvation 
Army barracks, Gospel halls, and revival meetings.
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All this is done in apparent oblivion of the ludi- 
crous predicament they put themselves into. If you 
accept the Bible as an inspired revelation, you have 
to accept both God and Satan as real existences. If 
you deny the reality of one, you cast your revelation 
to the four winds, You are bound to retain both, or 
let go your authority. Satan and God must stand 
together, or foreswear your Bible. There is no 
escape from this dilemma.

(c) The inspired Bible makes a further disclosure 
in respect to the inhabitants of that far country— 
that it is also inhabited by another spiritual genus, 
the souls of home sapiens, or the spirits of men ; and 
further, that at a future date it will be tenanted by 
their bodies as well. That is to say, that man is 
immortal both in soul and in body.

The dogma that man has an immortal soul is 
common to practically all religions. Butthe announce
ment of a day of resurrection on which the body 
will return from the grave in an immortal form is a 
revelation which Christianity can practically claim 
as its own. But how cruelly fate deals with revela
tions ! This special tenet of the New Testament 
was about the first to partake of the fate of Jonah 
and to go by the board to save the Christian vessel, 
with its cargo of creed, from being irretrievably lost. 
To attract, however, no attention to its fate, it has 
been lowered with deathlike silence ; and it is a sad 
calamity that the missionary enterprise should play 
the part of the whale and bear it to distant shores to 
disturb anew the peaceful Ninevehs of Pagan lands.

Nor can even the immortal soul put in any legi
timate claim to belong to the spiritual world. It is 
a crude semi-material ghost, which, but for recent 
sublimations, would have had to follow the “ im
mortal ” body over bulwarks to save the good ship 
from sinking.

(d) We are favored, moreover, not only with 
revealed information about the inhabitants of that 
elusive country, but also with a blurred summary 
sketch of its physical geography. Briefly, it is 
divided into two great regions, heaven and hell. 
Neither of them, however, has a particle of a claim 
to be called spiritual.

Its hell was a lake of fire, in which the souls and 
the bodies of men burned for ever without being 
consumed. The only revelation here is that of the 
crassest ignorance as to the nature of the process of 
burning. This revealed “ spiritual ” hell is virtually 
as material as the stones and the mortar with which 
our houses are built. It is no wonder, therefore, 
that it has disappeared from the map of the spiritual 
world of the twentieth century—its “ everlasting fires ” 
were altogether too revolting for the more refined 
and humanised conscience of the last fifty years.

But heaven’s title deeds are no sounder than are 
those of Gehenna. The logio and the reason that 
would demolish the gates and the bastions of the 
one would have precisely the same effeot upon the 
thrones and the harps of the other. But, as I have 
just said, the portals of hell were closed by our 
emotions and not the hydraulio machinery of our 
logic. The doors of heaven are left open simply 
because the visions within are not abhorrent to our 
nobler feelings and humanity. It was our awakened 
conscience and not our enlightened reason that put 
out the “ unquenchable fires.” Moreover, the heaven 
now standing is not at all the paradise of revelation, 
but a delocalised sublimed abstraction of the human 
intellect—a kind of Nirvana from which the harps, 
the thrones, and streets of gold have all been 
dissolved away in the vat of human reason.

We have now traversed the whole domain of 
human wants and desires—bodily, mental, moral, and 
speculative—and we have seen that at every plane 
of his nature the priest answered man’s cry for 
bread by giving him a stone. Man groaned for light, 
and the priest, in the name of his gods, mocked him 
with a “ will-o’-the-wisp.” In brief, we may say that 
it is impossible to conceive of a being in a more 
direful need of a revelation than man ; nor is it pos
sible to imagine one who has been more tragically 
left without any.

It is no wonder, then, that divines and apologists, 
on realising that revelation is a house built on the 
quicksands, and is in danger of collapsing when 
assaulted by the batteries of reason, take alarm, and 
seek to wall it up and prevent it from coming down 
with a crash.

The most ingenious, and probably the most disin
genuous also, of the sophistic buttresses reared to 
prop up its tottering walls is that known as “ pro
gressive revelation.” It is an attempt to save the 
situation by admitting the fact that it is no revela
tion at all. In effect it says, “ I admit that all you 
say is tru e ; that man has slowly, laboriously, and 
tragically acquired by his own efforts every particle 
of the knowledge and wisdom he now possesses; I 
know, moreover, that he succeeded only after infinite 
stumblings, failures,and mistakes. I admit all that; 
but let me call it * revelation.’ Then I need not 
close my shop or change the name and sign of my 
establishment.”

When, however, the speaker is fully conscious of 
the sophistic nature of the quibble, it is a modern 
form of the ancient ruse of “ pious fraud” so muob 
practised by the early Christian Fathers. For in 
itself it is a piece of imbecility on a par with con
tending that the image in a mirror is not a reflection 
due to the rays of light falling on it, but a super
natural revelation manifesting itself behind the 
glass. Primitive people and savages have always 
reasoned in that very manner; and it was certainly 
less irrational of them than it is of modern apo
logists. For surely, if a God of all wisdom and 
goodness desired to reveal himsolf to ignorant, 
credulous, and helpless humanity, he would not do 
so by means of such frightful and repulsive carica- 
tures of himself as we have in sacred books and 
revealed religions. Nor would he falsely pioture 
the workings of his universe and represent the 
world as if it were a stage for magicians to perform

ta s k ^  
and

their antics upon.
It is a strange use of language to call what y°° 

have found out yourself with difficulty a revelation- 
If anyone used similar reasoning in the ordinary 
affairs of life he would be considered dishonest or 
demented. Let us take an example. Suppo80 ® 
person was bent upon solving a now problem—one ot 
a practical kind, say, in industrial chemistry. For 
months, and perhaps for years, he devotes all hi0 
time and energy to an apparently fruitless 
reasoning and experimenting, experimenting 
reasoning; often thinking he has found a clue, 
eagerly following it up, until repeated trials ProV0.,(, 
to be a “ willo’-the-wisp.” But, nothing daunted, h 
tries and tries again, until, after soores of failor00' 

at last succeeds ; and away he runs to a frj00 
and shouts, “ Eureka, eureka! I have found i®> 
have found it.” “ What have you found?” c00!a, 
queries the friend. “ What a question from you, wb 
know all about my long, painful struggle. Why, >®1 
how to manufacture synthetically that new dye y°^ 
know I was working for years and years upon, a 
whioh you also know has cost me the use of my aV 
and of my eye, and which has undermined m; 
health.” “ Oh, you say you have found it,” 8flys .jL<i 
friend. “ My dear fellow, how blind and conoei 
you are; you did not find it—it was only *progrY_ 
sively revealed ’ to you, thajjis all 1” Such is litera^ 
the story of humanity in respect to all it knows, fl j 
such are the delightful methods of reasoning esp00 
by the advocates of revelation. Revelation 
invariably belied its professed function. It profe0 .fl 
to bring us light, but what it has invariably doo 
to intercept the light. From first to last, re l”.au 
has ‘enolosed our one source of light—the ^u. .„jj, 
intellect—in a vitreous globe of superstition, ^h*^, 
by being so opaque and colored, has always dim' ,0(j 
deflected, or tinted the few rays that have 0ju®l 
through it from time to time. In all the intelle 
effulgenoe which now illumines our oivilise^ 'f oBd. 
there is not one single ray but whioh can be 1 
directly to its one fountain head in intellig000 
the reason of man. RebID011'
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A Daydream.

Dkeams are quite unknown to me during the hours 
sleep. Perhaps that is why my mind, thinking it 

hisses something, takes temporary leave of absence 
when the circumstances are suitable enough and 
goes wandering away along paths that, often, have 
neither beginning nor end. My book slips to my 
nees; my pipe goes ou t; and, hey, presto ! I become 

a oweller in dreamland.
In this manner of transit I discovered myself in a 

roorn. Although but a second before I had been 
sitting under the budding branches of a lithe young 
0och, and watching the swinging fingers form them

selves into fantastic, kaleidoscopic pictures, I was 
°t in the least surprised at my change of environ

ment. Although but the quiver of an eyelid before, 
80 to say, I had been breathing deep breaths of an 
atmosphere scented by lily perfume, I experienced 
n<? astonishment at the “ closeness ” of the air in 

hich I E0W found myself. It seemed natural 
enough.

^ho room was destitute of any furniture. In the 
centre, direotly under a stained-glass dome, stood a 
.id  plinth-like mass of cunningly carved wood, 

eynilar in appearance to the resting - places of 
e sculptured likenesses of departed murderers and 
her heroic men. Upon its cushioned surface lay a 
°man, clothed in a long, loose white robe, her dark 
rown hair lying thickly around her shoulders. The 
aee was turned from me; but the beauty and grace 

g delicaoy that seemed to be exhaled from the 
gore were so exquisite that I marvelled at my own 
a|j®ne8s, at my lack of appreciation.
-Lhe walls of the room were of mahogany panels, 
0r? alternate panel forming a frame for a picture, 

v inted in vivid colors, each representative of 
rtain phase of woman’s life. These piotures were 

°ggestive rather than deliberately instructive. They 
got embody a particular mental attitude to certain 

^ t io n s ,  leaving the onlooker to agree or disagree 
arf inclined. To me they presented, in pictorial 

' ®any thoughts that had long been hung in the 
re r ^ mind. Astonishment at seeing them
j  used in form and color did not dawn upon me.

i 8> too, seemed natural enough, 
jj. lrectly opposite me, in the dark frame that gave 
« 8*mh peculiar offeot, I saw a picture of a kitchen, 
lisH  8<I with brilliant sunrays. The mother had sunk 
ch ia88’ weary> ini'0 an old leather armohair; and six 
^  1 dren were playing pranks with the results of her 
s rning’s work. Their mother, too tired to trouble, 

med to be dreaming. Before her
1Qg s work.

Vj .“6(I to be dreaming, uetore ner eyes was a 
J3 ,°jl0<I bookoase. Her whole desire yearned for it. 
sid front i^0 case waa °I glass fitted into the 

8: there was no entrance to the books.
Wom1 , n> I thought, may bo the crystallisation of a 

an’s duty; but, if they mean more pain and 
few° Dn.haPPiness for her than pleasure, then the 

er °hUdren the better. There are greater duties 
0tlen ihat of bringing children into the world; and 
j8 a °‘ them is the recognition by man that happiness 

8 ttueh a woman’s right as his.
Pan ?n^sMc, perhaps meant to precede the other, the 
c°niT f*10we,I a woman in the midst of a mental 
Uot R ■ One hand shaded her brow and eyes; but 
of  ̂ 0 much as to hide that sad beseechment, so full 
heart°wle?g° °f its feebleness, that makes the strong 
sbe (3Ua*li and feel criminal. With the other hand 

away from her a child. Before 
of a ° “ ie dimness of the picture, stood the outline 

an- His eyes were observant, interested even ;bat 
bi, 
Bayin

R 01 hateful 
W -  I

smile of superiority hung around 
« could nearly hear him sarcastically 

y0u t ^natinct, madam, the strongest instinct we,
a»ai« i ’ P088088! And you fight, or would fight, 

On n ,16' m 1 ”Into 0Iher side was depicted a moonlight scene, 
aenso forest of lir twined„ —-wu- u. ... vn.ueu ui pathway. My

Ifees 6Mle^ I°ll°w it in its pilgrimage among the 
lrw .* No sensitive mind could have resisted its 

i you would have thought; and yet, one of
1q

the two girls who stood in the foreground was 
afraid. Notwithstanding the other’s courage, she 
would not go. She was afraid.

Another picture showed a thin, white-faced woman, 
sick unto death, gazing with startled eye3 at an 
infant lying upon her breast. In the little hands was 
a wreath with the inscription, “ From Baby.”

All the panel pictures facing me dealt with the 
question of sex, as if the artist had considered that 
here, if anywhere, could be found the key to the 
problems of the rights and wrongs of women.

I had begun to ask myself if a woman’s intellect, 
her mind, were not of more importance than her 
genitive powers, if her desires should not constitute 
duties to man, where this was concerned, when the 
figure on the plinth moved uneasily, and then 
struggled. Her breath soon came in convulsive 
gasps, and her whole body seemed to be toiling 
against some form of restriction. Her robe opened 
at the foot; and I noticed her limbs were tied with 
soft, silky material to the couch.

She turned her head towards me, revealing a face 
whose features were set in determination As the 
struggle became more and more intensified, her 
robe beoame more and more disarrayed, and I saw 
she was bound from feet to neck by innumerable 
strands of the same silky material.

Unaccountably, I was utterly unable to help; nor 
did she seem to wish assistance ; she did not seem 
to be aware of my presence.

The faoe hardened without relinquishment of its 
beauty. The muscles worked nervously, but without 
cessation. “ Freedom or Death,” the closely pressed, 
motionless lips had carved upon them. In the eyes 
shone the look that quails at nought, the look that 
puts the cowards of weakness to flight.

One by one the silken bands were all rent, and the 
robe torn off. She leapt from her resting-place of 
centuries, and quickly she turned round, searching 
for a door. There was none. A window ? None, 
but the stained glass roof, with its scriptural repre
sentations of woman’s duties.

Strength, courage, hope, dissolved in the tears of 
disappointment; and she leaned against the wall, 
burying her face in her arms. Her labors had been 
expended in vain. She had toiled for freedom, and 
its breath was poisoned. This was her reward.

My eyes searched the room for an opening: I felt 
my first strong twinge of human sympathy; and I 
observed that, on one side of the room, there were 
four alternate panels blank. I walked up to them, 
and discovered that they had, at one time, been 
pictures; but, obviously, a process of erasion had 
taken place.

“ Blank picture the first,” I said to myself, 
“ woman’s natural periodio weakness, entailing cave- 
residence while man hunted. Blank the second, 
woman the keeper of the hut of the gods, while man 
eased his mind from them while hunting, eto. Blank 
the third, phallus worship by the woman, while the 
men battled with and killed each other. Blank the 
fourth, an assemblage of gods, from a chunk of clay 
smeared with blood to the interrogation mark of the 
modern Christian; a bevy of priests, iron the inoar- 
nardined devil of the dead days, who was on familiar 
terms with the awesome occupant of the holy hut, 
to the modern portly and saintly collector of pew- 
rents; and a crowd of women in the foreground.”

Suddenly there was a harsh grating noise; and 
blank panel the third moved up. The woman eagerly 
darted to the aperture; but before reaching the 
apparent way of esoape there issued from it a black, 
loathesome Bnake, that drew itself slowly over the 
polished floor. Repulsive, with eyes glinting greenly 
even in the subdued light of the room, its long 
sinuous, detestable body covered with a moisture 
that impregnated the close air with mustiness, like 
mildew, the creature awakened within me all my 
hatred of the ugly. My human emotions were 
thoroughly aroused at last.

And the woman ? Did she feel as I felt ? She 
was bending down caressing the ugly brute, and 
whispering to it. Then she stood ereot, while it
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slowly circled her limbs, her waist, her shoulders, 
imprisoning her in its folds. She stroked the ugly 
hooded head nestling on her bosom. She spoke 
lovingly to it ; and I shivered.

That was all. I picked up my book ; inhaled some 
big breaths of the fresh, sweetly perfumed air ; re
lit my pipe ; and found myself saying silently, 
“ Women still worship two men and a splash of 
formless masculinity above the bright blue skies. 
They object to man-made laws, man-made restric
tions of many kinds. They are fighting against 
some of the deepest rooted prejudices of the male 
mind. If it be not a sex war, it is perilously like it. 
And yet they still worship these, to them, real men, 
whose masculine characteristics they attempt to 
smother in Godism. Let woman continue to bow 
down even before a dream picture of man, and she 
will never achieve the freedom for which she longs ; 
for worship means slavery of body and mind. When 
she shatters that dream picture the snake encircling 
her mind will uncoil itself, and fall dead. Only then 
will she be free from the insidiously base influence 
of that which has, more than anything else, in the 
past, kept her enslaved—Religion.”

R o bert  Mo rela n d .

Acid Drops,

A correspondent of the Daily Citizen lately put in a plea 
for the Bishops. He said that they must not be supposed 
to spend all their salaries upon themselves. They have to 
keep motor-cars, they have to give subscriptions to this, 
that, and the other cause. Quite true. But these expenses 
have to be met by laymen with similar incomes. We all 
know, without being told, that Bishops cannot spend four, 
five, or ten thousand a year on eating, drinking, and clothes 
—even including gaiters and shovel hats. Millionaires can
not spend their money in that way either. The navvy who 
said he had a bigger belly than the then Duke of Marl
borough was not such a fool, after a ll; ho was thinking of 
actual consumption—the consumption of food— at which 
game he could beat his lordship hollow. It is not even the 
luxuries of life that run away with big incomes; it is the 
conventions of life that do it. In a certain position you are 
expected to live in a certain way—and “ there you are, don’t 
you know.”

That correspondent’s letter in the Daily Citizen reminds 
us of a case that came before a Royal Commission some 
seventy years ago. A parson well known to have fat livings 
returned his income as £150 a year. Being asked to explain 
this, he replied that his income was nominally .£1,500 a 
year ; but his two livings were far apart, and he was obliged 
to keep a horso to travel to and fro ; then his wife had very 
delicate health, and was unable to walk much, so she 
required a carriage and pair; besides, he had a large family, 
all bous, who went to college and receivod an expensive 
education ; and by the time he had paid for these and other 
expenses, he had only £150 a year left for himself 1 By 
which method of calculation wealthy men might show a 
small return to tho Income Tax Commissioners. The 
reverend gentleman, indeed, was not returning his income 
but his pocket money.

Mrs. Besant had a boy that she was training for “ the 
spiritual leadership of the world.” The boy’s father, by the 
aid of the law, took hiB son back out of Mrs. Besant's hands. 
What is to become of the spiritual leadership of the world 
now ? Fancy one Hindu parent being able to upset such a 
great and glorious arrangement. The person really respon
sible for this unhappy miscarriage is a well-known Theo- 
sophist called Leadbeater. Mrs. Besant regards this gentleman 
as “ a man on the threshold of divinity,” and he alleges of 
himself that he stood face to face with “ the Supreme 
Director of Evolution.” Mr. Justice Bakewell, however, 
held that “ Mr. Leadbeater was certainly an immoral person, 
and was highly unfit to bo in charge of boys.” But the holy 
men of all religions are so liable to slander !

Some of the newspaper reviewers were annoyed because 
Sir Hiram Maxim said that missionaries were the greatest 
liars in the world. But what is one to make of the 
following. One of the speakers at the annual meeting 
of the London Missionary Society, the Rov. Edgar Dewstoe, 
of South China, Baid that the trouble in China was that the

people had no ethics. A prominent Chinese had said to 
him, “ Unless we can get some ethics there would be terrible 
trouble.” This, doubtless, impressed many of those present, 
for a great number of Christians have so little knowledge of 
ethics that they seriously believe that morality is a Christian 
invention and a Christian monopoly. But imagine talking 
of a nation which contains millions upon millions of people 
who are Confucians and Buddhists as having no ethics I 
There is no need to give Mr. Dewstoe’s statement a name— 
everyone will be able to give it a suitable one. Tbe 
surprising thing is that anyone should have the imperti
nence to make such a statement, or that others should be 
found ignorant enough to believe it.

Mr. R. J. Campbell has been complaining that the “ soul 
of man ” is being crushed by Materialism. Millions of 
people exhibit no interest in anything “ outside material 
categories.” They are being whirled along by the momentum 
of their Materialism, and there is no prospect of a slackening 
of the pace—with much more to the same end. All of 
which is true enough, although it is intended to convey a 
lesson that is the very opposite of the truth. The moral 
intended to be drawn is that this state of things is due to 
neglect of Christianity, and that a cure is to be found in a 
return to its teachings. And that is simply untrue. His
torically, Christianity has not only shown itself powerless 
to arrest the growth of ethical Materialism, it has always 
flourished most where Christianity is strongest. There are 
no two countries in the world where the craze for material 
possessions is greater, or the worship of mere wealth 
stronger, than in England and America—two countries 
which ostentatiously flaunt their Christianity in the face of 
the world. England and America set the pace of the world 
in money-making, and measure other nations’ greatness by 
this single test. England and America are mainly instru
mental in impressing upon other nations the need for 
economic and industrial development. They decline to even 
recognise them as civilised until they have done this—this 
and one other thing.

The other thing is the power to wield brute force over a 
physically weaker people. It is a mere truism to say that 
the peace of the world is threatened by Christian nations 
only. Non-Christian nations—Turkey, China, Japan—are 
powerless to do this, even wero they so inclined. Moreover, 
these nations are boing forced into courses of military 
development in order to protoct themselves against the 
brigandage of Christian nations. Japan has already made 
itself a military Power. China will bo forced to follow suit. 
And recent events in the Near East have shown Turkey that 
if it is to live as a nation it must be strong enough, in 0 
military sense, to hold Christian cupidity at bay. In tb '8 
country it is Christians that laugh loudest when it is said 
that reason and not rifles should settle differences of opini°D 
between nations. They say that other nations—Christian, 
like themselves—will bo gaidod sololy by considerations of 
material self-interest. If we have anything worth taking, 
they will take it, given tho strength and opportunity. Other 
nations say the samo of us. Money and musclo are the two 
things which, on their own confessions, the Christian 
nations of the world are ready to respect.

ns*

of

Mr. Dan Crawford is an African missionary, and has J 
published a book on Central Africa, entitled Thinking Bl<*c 
In it occurs tho following passage :—

“ Christ’s cause in Africa is often wounded in the k°ns® °fl 
its friends, but never so grievously or gratuitously as w£>e ,0 
missionary of the Cross beats all his fellow-European j 
the matter of first-cla-s get-up. The best houses, 
furniture, best eating, all at * The Mission.’ ” ^

Other missionaries express their resentment in long a° 
angry letters to religious journals.

During an amateur performance at a provincial 
recently the public was absent from the gallery. A y° 
lady sitting in the stalls remarked, “ No gods I Even 
theatres are atheistic, nowadays.”

A doctor has discovered no less than 9 000 microbes , g 
razor taken from a barber’s shop. We commend this to 
attention of the Christian Evidence Society—or what 18 
of it—as a fine illustration of the Design Argument.

The New York papers tell us that a Harlom firm ^V^t^tb0 
one of the largest candles, which will be lighted ¿ge, 
memory of the late Mr. J. Pierpont Morgan. '^^e. CrD for 
which is sixteen feet in height, cost £300, and will “u rr,at>'8 
nine years. It would burn a lot quicker at Mr. No 
present address.
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Many months ago that peripatetic parson, the Rev. F. B. 
Meyer, assured a Newcastle audience that we were on the 
eve of the mightiest revival of religion ever witnessed, that 
very soon churches and chapels would be thronged with 
people convicted of sin and crying out for salvation, and that 
the Gospel nets would be so crowded with human fish that 
they would actually burst. The reverend gentleman "knew 
that the glorious time was close at hand; but after nearly 
six months the predicted revival is apparently as far off as 
ever. The Baptist Union has just reported a decrease of 
 ̂231 members and of 4 924 Sunday-school scholars during 

1912,  ̂ Even the Presbyterian Church of England, for the 
first time in its history, mourns the loss of 65 members and 
-.252 Sunday-school scholars. A revival of religion is doubt
less a possibility, but at present it is anything but a 
probability. At any rate, Mr. Meyer is certainly a false
prophet.

Is there any greater simpleton in England than the 
Bishop of London? What better-informed and more 
sensible members of his profession keep as quiet about as 
possible he delights in pressing upon public attention. All 
fie exploded blunders and follies of the Bible and Christi- 

anity he rejoices in holding up to public derision. The poor 
creature doesn’t recognise what a spectacle he is making of 

itnself. He doesn’t see, for instance, that the doctrine of 
rovidence—the honest doctrine of Providence—the doctrine 

°‘ sPeoial Providence—is already on its last legs. Clergy- 
111611 with brains in their heads fight shy of i t ; they leave it, 
as far as they are concerned, on its Bick bed; but the Bishop 
t h °.n^°n takes it out for a walk, stands it up on its 
«taring legs, dresses its shrunken figure in its ample old 
°thes, and is positively proud to see himself parading arm 
arm with it in places of public resort. On the evening of 
6 day when the Suffragette bomb was cut short in its 

cstructive career in St. Paul’s Cathedral, Dr. Ingram was 
e chief performer at a Church Army service there, and he 
°k the opportunity (of course !) of putting Providence in a 

otner before the whole world. This is how he was 
Ported in the Daily News :—

11 It would be sheer want of gratitude, he said, if they did 
n°t first stand up and utter their thanks to God for taking 
care of his own Cathedral—(loud cries of ‘ Amen ’)—against 
tfie machinations of the miscreant who tried to wreck it.

‘ We say in our way, in the human way, that it was only 
ao accident that the lever was turned by mistake to the 
fIght instead of to the left, or the chancel would have been a 
vvreck to-day, and therefore wo know that those who set 
themselves to do the Devil's work often even cannot do that 
t'ght.

“ But we ought to look away from that, to leave that to 
‘he judgment of God, and render thanks to him for his over- 
tuling Providence in saving the Cathedral and preventing, 
perhaps, many innocent lives being sacrificed.

‘Band, strike up, ‘ Praise God from whom all blessings 
'°w,’ said the Bishop in conclusion. Without giving the 
and time to respond to the Bishop’B call, the men and 

women comprising the huge congregation sprang to their 
eet and sang the Doxology with overwhelming depth of 

Ieehng. ”
“ Pr ’ b■fhen*SQ *rom whom all blessings flow.’1 Indeed I 
not ,, ^ho ig responsible for tho “ flow ” of ovonts that are 
Won]1 . 881ngs ” ? In answering this quostion Dr. Ingram 
^'ck w a1̂  Pr°hahility introduce that comical figure Old 
of D j^hat  else could ho do ? In his theology it is a case 
then  , ev*l Pu'i baker—with "G od” as the baker ; with 
getti °V'* fi308̂ ^ getting the “ pull” his way, and "G od" 
S  °fi>y an occasional advantage. “ God ” must have 
Devj] ,u k 'm8elE in a very special manner to overmatch the 
hay0 saving “ his own Cathedral.” Other churches 
'fiterf °n ^urnt down without any successful providential 
^Ohd °rotlC0, The Suffragettes managed to burn down a 
013 St° V haroh only a I0W days beforo their abortive attack 

,a ‘ haul’s. “ God ” could not or did not prevent thatc°hflnn* 7- 8’ “ God ” coul
'fi'othe-c410“ ’ Why shonlcl— j  _____ he save one church and not

ver 1 ^ ro tfaoy not all " his own ” houses ? The only 
of comnp0 Can see 18 " Go(̂  ” saved St. Paul’s by way
*̂°fidon 1° that great and good man, the Bishop of

We tile'ft' wk 'ch case we suppose we ought to congratu- 
^fifild ; *?k°P- But we would rathor not say all that this 

justify U8 ¡n 3^ ; ^  0f hi8 .«God.»

?eUcoanf  juuocent lives ” were saved by tho act of Provi- 
'UnoCea, . t. Paul’s. I t must bo equally true that “ many 
^tQ?idc *Ves " aro 0̂8t clsowhere by tho want of an act of 
P*is0a O° C0'. 8̂ conceivable that any “ God,” not fit for a 
CiUel Pol’* una^° asylum, would follow such a partial and 
Whelmin lc7 And if such a Being is entitled to an over- 
8fititied f’ fiymn of “ praise ” and " thanks,” is he not also 
3efifinciat° a Inore overwhelming hymn of dispraise and 
?°t the '¿j11 ? If saving a few is put to his credit, should 
llloieased0 aer s’̂ ° °I his moral account be relatively 

when he leaves crowds to perish ?

God does everything or nothing. There is no escape 
from that logic. And if the Bishop of London cannot see it, 
it only shows what a shallow and feeble intelligence may 
sit on an episcopal bench. But that is not fresh news.

A tussle between two tiny children at Gillingham, Kent, 
led to one being scalded to death in a bowl of hot water. 
Apparently, Providence was too busy watching over the 
Bishop of London’s joss-house to trouble about the fate of 
helpless “ little ones ” of the human race.

The Victoria Institute is a favorite place for scientific 
men to talk nonsense in the name of science. Professor 
Sims Woodhead cheered a religious audience there the other 
day by remarking, “ My experience leads me to think that 
however life came into the world, however life and matter 
came to be associated, there must be a great Cause, a great 
Ruler, a great Regulator.” Capital letters turn nonsense 
into sense for many people, but others recognise it as non
sense all the same. Professor Woodhead’s “ experience ” 
cannot possibly give him any greater right to dogmatise on 
the matter than the experience of the man in the street. 
He might as reasonably talk about his experience of what 
exists on the other side of the moon. Lord Halsbury, who 
presided, summed up the matter very well by saying, “ I am 
not certain that I understood the subject before I came 
here, aud I am not certain that I am in a better position 
now.” Quite a compliment to the lecturer.

The sex of the third member of the trinity has always 
been a matter of doubt. There was no trouble about God 
the Father and God the Son. They were males, sure 
enough. But what of the Holy Ghost ? The matter has 
been cleared up by the Rev. David Smith. He preached 
the other day to a City Temple audience on “ The Mother
hood of God.” In the course of his sermon, he said that the 
motherhood of God “ provided the explanation of the 
Trinity." So the Holy Ghost is, after all, a woman. 
Father, Mother, and Son ; tho family is complete. May we 
also take thiB as a vindication of the character of Mary.

A venerable “ chestnut ” is doing the grand tour in clerical 
circles. Some time ago a Bishop laid claim to it. He was 
asked (so he said) whethor Jonah was really swallowed by 
the whale, and he replied that he would put the question to 
Jonah when he met him in heaven. “ But suppose you 
don't find him in heaven ?” the sceptic queried. “ Why 
then,” the Bishop retortod, “ you can ask him yourself.” 
This ancient story, and all its variants, probably grow out 
of tho words passed botwoon Hamlet and his undo over the 
dead body of Polonius. According to the Rev. A. J. 
Waldron, as roportod in one of Monday's nowspapors, the 
incident only happened tho other day, and the credit of the 
witticism belonged to a Salvation lass. We should not be 
surprised if Mr. Waldron eventually takos tho credit of it 
himself. Wo know of no one with a more imaginative 
memory.

Rov. Canon Joyce says that “ the mere scientist found 
nothing in miracle but a fact which he found it impossible 
to fit into his schema of cause and effect.” Tho “ mere 
scientist ” is in no such predicament. Tho miracles of 
religion fit well enough into his schemo of things, and he is 
at no loss to explain them. It is not at all a question of 
harmonising them with tho world of physical phenomena, 
but simply ono of explaining the psychological conditions 
that originate them. The question of miracle is wholly a 
psychological one. As psychological facts every scientist 
accepts miracles; as physical occurrences they aro so 
palpably ridiculous that none but a congress of clergymen 
would waste time over their discussion. And their accept
ance as psychological facts only means that in its immature 
state the mind sees supernatural happenings where none 
really exist.

That after death ghosts of people try to play tennis, if 
they were interested in it during life, was the assertion made 
recently by Mr. Henry Hotchner, a Yankee Theosophist, at 
tho headquarters of the Theosophical Society. If people 
cannot play tennis properly after two lifetimes of prepara
tion, they had better give the game up.

Is Truth accurate in stating that children in Portugal going 
to school aro compelled to wear a badge with “ No God; 
no religion ’’ ? Our contemporary is a very alert paper, but 
we believe somebody has been pulling its leg on this 
occasion.
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A ■well-advertised meeting of the Todmorden Branch of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society consisted of the 
chairman, the speaker, a reporter, and one other person. 
The chairman took the chair, the speaker delivered the 
address, the one other person formed the audience, and the 
reporter did his share of the business with professional 
equanimity. We congratulate the lecturer. He is a hero. 
Jesus Christ said that where two or three were gathered 
together he was in the midst of them to bless them, but he 
never said he would preach to them. The lecturer sighed 
his sorrow at such a small attendance, but then 11 the 
attendance at meetings at Todmorden had never been good.”

Rev. Dr. Cairns says it is a fact that “ in Japan the 
educated classes are already, in the main, Agnostic. The 
kind of thing that has been happening in Japan is the kind 
of thing that is going to happen in China, unless the Chris
tian Church intervenes.” But how is the Christian Church 
going to intervene in China ? And what prevented their 
succeeding in Japan ? There are plenty of missionaries 
among the Japanese. The Government places no obstacle 
to their progress. They have a fair field, and the result is, as 
Dr. Cairns confesses, the educated classes are mainly Free
thinkers. What different result does any person of judgment 
expect in China ? The Chinese are not less intelligent than 
the Japanese, and is it likely that educated Chinamen are 
going to accept a creed that educated Japanese have 
rejected ? The Chinese will act exactly as the Japanese 
have acted—they will take from the Western world anything 
it has to offer in the shape of scientific knowledge, and hand 
back its superstitions with a polite reminder that they have 
as much of that kind of article, home-made, as they need.

Lord Mayors talk a lot of nonsense in the course of a year. 
The Lord Mayor of London, the other day, speaking as 
chairman at a meeting of the Young Men’s Christian Asso
ciation, Tottenham-court-road, said that “ he noticed that 
no less than twenty-one nationalities were represented at 
their tea-table one Sunday afternoon. Their work was, 
therefore, Imperial in character.” Wo did not know that 
Imperialism meant the co-operation of twenty different 
nationalities. But one lives and learns.

Those clergymen who are always girding at science would 
do well to ponder some of the facts given in Sir E. Ray 
Lankester’s recent book, Science from an Easy Chair. It is 
stated that science has reduced the death-rate of our great 
cities in fifty years by more than one-third. It has also 
conquered small-pox, typhus, and yellow fever, and has also 
reduced the deaths under operations from 1 in 3 to 1 in 30.

The Nonconformist Churches, according to Dr. Clifford, 
were never richer than they are now. In this respect the 
fancy religionists pay the Government theologians the 
sincere flattery of imitation.

In a recent literary supplement of tho Times appeared a 
malicious attack on Auguste Comte, in which that great 
man was accused of very many shortcomings. No one will 
attack or defend the memory of tho Times' scribe half a 
century after his death.

An illiterate East London shopkeeper has a notice in his 
window, “ Competition deified." This is not tho only place 
where “ God ” and “ Mammon ” are interchangeable terms.

A ghost has been seen at a house at Whitehead's-grove, 
Chelsea. According to a person in tho house, it appeared 
like a dark face and neck hanging from the ceiling. Perhaps 
it was a cherub soiled with the London smoke.

The Kaiser’s son seems to be as impulsive as his royal 
papa. In his book, Germany in Arms, just published, he 
asks the German people to give their lives joyfully for the 
Fatherland, "though the world be full of devils.” We 
thought it was tho function of the Black Army to fight 
“ devils” ; real soldiers never waste their time attacking 
phantoms.

The word “ Atheist ” seems to act on some intellectual 
innocents much as a red rag does on a bull. Recently, the 
Bishop of Peterborough, preaching at Westminster Abbey, 
referred to “ Atheistic Socialism,” and Mr. Keir Hardie 
replied in an open letter, published in the Labor Leader, 
saying that the system of society upheld by the Bishop was 
“ atheistic and unchristian, and an outrage upon the teachings 
of Jesus.” Real Atheists need not worry about simple

opponents whose whose only idea of the “ retort discourteous ” 
is to say, “ You’re another 1”

The Rev. R. W. Thompson, M.A., B.D., has undertaken, 
in the columns of the British Congregationalist, the task of 
guiding doubting minds into a state of religious certainty. 
In the issue for May 8, a correspondent declares that he has 
never read in a book nor “ heard in any sermon a convincing 
statement of the necessity of the death of our Lord as 
atonement for the sins of the race.” Mr. Thompson 
expresses his great desire to help this anxious inquirer ; but 
the assistance he actually offers is of a most extraordinary 
character. “ Sin,” ho says, “ is personal self-assertion as 
against God.” This “ personal self-assertion” on man's 
part is offensive to God, and produces a reaction in him. 
This reaction, however, God wants to check, and in checking 
it he repudiates himself. Now, that is what God did in the 
death of his son—check his reaction against sin, repudiate 
himself, in the most dramatic manner possible. Such is the 
atonement, according to this man of God ; and we are not 
at all surprised that thoughtful people cannot believe in it. 
A God who repudiates himself, and in doing so murders his 
only begotten Son, richly deserves to be utterly and finally 
repudiated by all sensible, self-respecting people. Mr. 
Thompson’s theology is the silliest we have ever come 
across.

The Nottingham District of the Primitive Methodist 
Church, with its 264 churches, 59 ministers, 938 local 
preachers, and 41 000 members, was obliged to roport, at 
its annual Synod held a fortnight ago, a loss during last 
year of 900 members. This is one more proof, added to 
innumerable others, that Christianity is visibly passing, in 
spite of the frantic declaration made by its representatives
that it is really coming. It is a method of coming that we 
thoroughly enjoy.

Sixty-nine nationalities were represented in the 42,000 
visitors, who, according to a return made recently, visited 
Shakespeare’s birthplace last year. Gentle Shakespeare s 
influence is more humane than that of " Gentle ” Jesus, f°J 
soldiers are not required to keep tho visitors at Stratford 
from murdering each other, as is the case in the Holy L and-

Rev. J. F. Roberts, of Manchester, has discovered that 
“ tho years that follow marriage are tho happy hunting- 
ground of the spirit of indifference.” In other words, ® 
man thinks more of a living Englishwoman than of a dead 
Jew ; which, after all, seems natural.

After a long appeal for funds, the editor of a Christian 
paper, having to insert a two-line fill-up at the bottom ot 
the column, worlaed in the following:—“ If wo got every
thing wo prayed for, oven God himself couldn't satisfy us.

“ Bill to choko tho Smoke Fiend," read a headline iu a 
daily paper recently. This did not relate to Satan, wb° 
has been called the fourth person of the Deity, but to the 
reduction of smoko from fires and furnaces.

A tract, written by a person innocent of humor, bears t 
title, " Shall I go to Hell ? ” If an answer is wanted, 
give it cheerfully in tho affirmative.

ANECDOTE. eig(
My little nephew, aged four, was saying his preY 

kneeling on his bed, and resting against his nurse, 
denly he stopped.

Nurse : “ Go on, dear.”
Small Boy : “ I can't.”
Nurse: “ Go on, dear.” 0e
Small Boy : “ I ’m switched off, Dod's talking to som  

else.” a0d
Naturally, nurse's breath was somewhat takon away< 

she did not know what to answer, when suddenly 
assurance came from the small boy. “ It is all right- 
are connected again now,” and he began again.—Mrs- 
Tweedie, “ Thirteen Years of a Busy Woman's Life.

“ Don’t you threaten me, or I ’ll have the law °£.
answered the old man.......“ And it don’t make it n° 0{ th0
but a damned sight worse, that you do it in the naU100f tb0 
Lord. You’m a lot too fond of dragging in tho nanio ^¡¡¡p  
Lord, and you may find some day that your fine fr10 ^ c b  
with the Lord bo all o’ one side, and He ain’t got®¿ec o ^ e 
use for you as you fancy.”—Eden Phillpotts “
Fair."
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Mr. F oote’s E ngagem ents Personal.
(Lectures suspended till the Autumn.)

To C orrespondents.

P resident's H onorarium F und, 1913.—Previously acknowledged. 
*130 7a. 5d. Received since :—R. Stirton and Friends 
(Dundee), £ 1 5s.; J. Brodie, 3s.; “ Henchman Mac,” 10s.; 
"• G. Dobson, 5s. ; “ Ernest,” 5s. ; D. Mapp, 2s. 6d. 
Per F. Roge (Bloemfontein) : A. S., 10s.; L. L., 5s. 

kgsrsollite.—We agree with you. The “ Higher Critics ” are 
''ery well in their way, but they only go safely, leisurely, and 
learnedly over the ground that Freethought pioneer critics 
traversed more or less hastily in the midst of grave dangers 
and the exacting labors of a popular propaganda, and with no 
means of livelihood except what they could “ make ” as they 
went along. There is nothing new in smashing the authority 
of the Christ passages in Josephus and Tacitus, for instance. 
z: 10 former, at any rate, was settled by the semi-orthodox 
Lardner in the eighteenth century, and the latter was done— 
“°jj tediously, but briefly and effectively—by Robert Taylor in 
1828, when he wrote his Dicuesis in Oakham Gaol, where he 
Was suffering imprisonment for “ blasphemy.” Dr. W1. B. 
Smith’s is a very able book, but the really original work of 
hoth Old and New Testament critijiam was, in its main 
features, done long ago.
• R aogett.—The idea of Freethinker postcards has been mooted 
before. We may take it up one of these days. Pleased to 
near of your letters in the local press. They cannot fail to do 
good if they bring replies and lead to public controversy.

• H ewitt.—See paragraph. Thanks. It was outside our 
Province to say anything about the reporter.
• R. Budoe.—The Herald and the Freethinker don’t cover the 
same ground. What good would be done if they did amal-

j  Sai“ate, according to your suggestion ?
’.?• L angford—We don’t sappose you will get any reply from
• e Bishop of London. We had already dealt with the matter 

j  " Acid Drops.”
• E. L ino (Canada).—Pleased to hear from you, and hope to 
near again.
a!* Dade—We are not surprised at the course of events. But 
aon’t bo weak enough to let yourself be made miserable by

M -  Taurum.—Wo have printed “ Meredith’s last letter ’’ to us. 
Y°u can print yours—if it concerns anything of importance, 
iou say it was not written by Meredith himself, but for him. 
Qrs was written entirely by himself, letter, address, and all; 
nd it showed him to be a supporter of the Freethinker. What 

He °eS ^our *effer show ? Or does it show anything ?
(*ena G unning.—We don’t think we confused you with your 
ster. We are glad there are two of you. So you have had 
her letters from vulgar Christians 1 Wcll.it is only what 

f °n might expect. Mr. Foote is recovering his old form, but 
not quite up to concert pitch yet. 

w TiRToN-—Acknowledged, as you will see. In such matters 
f ? tako the will for the deed, although for the sake of your 
nat 8 've w'8h Hieir desire could have been realised. It is tho 
a ture of a journal like tho Freethinker to set up relations of 

Porsonai kind between tho editor and his readers. This does 
rel fRr*80 ■“ the course of an ordinary newspapor, whero the 
th i i° na aro n rnore commercial character. But tho Free- 
to th 18 not run ôr oommero'al purposes, and does not appeal 

16 commercial instinct in its readers.
had ^ ancock—We were under the impression that people 
dist'CeaS-°il to troublo about this particular person. The only 
so 1 ¡finished thing about him is the name, and that was made 
a mi ^'8 Atheist brother. Certainly Mr. Foote holds that 
jj an who believes government to be an ovil has a right to be 
atti, j And all reasonable people would take up the same 
to k U?e as Mr. Foote. But to claim the right for an opinion 
d; 0 “card is not in itself an expression of either approval or 

R. g PProval of the opinion held.
MrTTVÊ 80N'~ Your lett0r ia interesting, but not surprising. 
t0 m ' Robertson’s Atheism is, we think, too well known 
and v an  ̂ verihcation. He has taken no pains to hide it, 

W,1S.N 8h°“ld refer your friend to Mr. Robertson himself.
With 8 8ervices of the National Secular Society in connection 
Bhould-kUlar Bnnal Services are required, all communications 

LeTtb a<̂ reas6d to the secretary, Miss E. M. Vance.
2 New *°r ^le Editor of the Freethinker should bo addressed to 

k®cTUB Ĉ 8t*e"8treet. Farringdon-street, E.C. 
stree* w°iiICEH raust reach 2 Nowcastle-street, Farringdon- 
1». > !-.C.. by flrat poa(. Xuosday, or they will not beW lnscrted.

*»iends
m a rk in ',8enî  na newspapers would enhanco the favor by 

0Rr,ERg f ^ 110 Passages to which they wish us to call attention. 
^•oneerrp tera*)ure 8*10UH bo sent to the Shop Manager of the 
a“d nr,» . r®88’ 2 Nowcastle-street, Farringdon-streot, E.C., 

Ti,e p lr0t the Editor.
office C?^‘’n*er will be forwarded direct from the publishing 
rates any Part of the world, post free, at the following
n,°ntha o1?a!?,:~®ne year, 10s. 6d. ; half year, 5s. 3d.; three “S. 8a.

I  AM sorry that my voice failed me on Sunday night. 
I knew there was a risk of that, but I had deter
mined to go through as far as possible with my duty. 
Some men might have been deterred by personal 
considerations ; by the feeling, for instance, that no 
one should see them in public except in their best 
form. But I am not built in that way, and I hope I 
have done enough platform work in my time to sus
tain any reputation I might desire in that direction. 
Anyhow, I care very little for “ reputation” ; I have 
always tried to do my duty first and last. The cause 
is great—the cause is a ll; what are you or I in 
comparison ? Had I cared for anything but the 
cause I should have reserved all my energy, such as 
it was after my recent severe illness, for the 
evening meeting. I conld have got through 
that all right with perfect eclat, and my mere self
hood would have been gratified. But my presence 
was indispensable in the presidential chair at the 
Conference. I saw speoial reasons for that, though 
I don’t want to discuss them now. So I took 
both Conference meetings, lasting altogether 
nearly five hours; and as I wa3 not only Chair
man of the Conference, but also President of the 
National Secular Society, I had a great deal of quite 
unavoidable talking to do. The result was that 
I was unable to finish the speeoh I meant to give as 
Chairman of the Queen’s Hall evening publio 
meeting,—which, by the way, was worth seeing. I 
sat for two hours listening to my colleagues, and 
enjoying their speeohes, for I am happy to say they 
were all in their best forms. I arrived home at a 
quarter to twelve, I left home at nine in the morning; 
I had been more or less on the stretch all tho time; 
and those who know what such work is will also 
know that it was a pretty good record for a man who 
had so recently been in the doctor’s hands, with only 
strength enough left to hope for the best.

My friends need not be alarmed. I am going on 
all right. Sunday's work did me no harm. I think 
it rather did me good. And my throat is in really 
good condition again.

But I am not going to the Freethinker oflioe to-day 
(Tuesday). Mr. Cohen is still there, doing the offioial 
part of the work for me, and I have to thank him 
once more. q , FoOTE.

Sugar Plums.

With tbo ono great drawback of tbo President’s ill-health, 
everything went off quite satisfactorily at the Annual 
Conference last Sunday. Mr. Foote took the chair at both 
tho business mootings and again at the evening meeting in 
tho Queen's Hall, but it was quite plain that his doing so 
involved no small amount of courage and resolution. As 
roaders of the Freethinker are aware, his illness has been a 
severe one, and to spend some seven hours in the chair in 
the course of a single day is not at all an easy task. If 
anything can compensate for tho strain, we feel sure it will 
bo tho warm feeling of personal attachment displayed by 
those present. Mr. Foote’s re-election to tho Presidency 
was, in ono sense, a mere formality. It was more in the 
nature of a vote of confidence in one who has steered the 
party well for so long and often over some very troubled 
waters.

Tho Conference Agonda gave rise to a deal of animated 
and interesting discussion, as was anticipated. But Free
thinkers know at least how to differ, and a difference of 
opinion on certain motions left those presont none tho less 
unitod on the Society's work. Ono resolution, carriod with 
a slight and unimportant verbal alteration, arranged for the 
institution of a Bradlaugh Sunday, and it has since been 
suggested that the Sunday nearest to Bradlaugh's birthday 
would be tho most suitable. If that suggestion is adopted 
by tho Executive, the date this year would be Soptembor 28. 
Amongst the provincial members present, apart from 
delegates, we noticed Mr. S. M. Peacock (South Shields), 
Mrs. Bolt and Miss Underwood (Birmingham), Messrs. W.
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Dodd and J. Williams (Cannock), Mr. J. Ross and 
daughter (Liverpool), and Mr. and Mrs. Sanders 
(Manchester). The absence of Mr. Johnson, a very welcome 
and familiar figure on these occasions, was noticed and 
commented on, bat he had written a letter expressing his 
sorrow at an enforced absence owing to ill-health. He 
appeared, however, to have bequeathed the mantle of his 
amiability to another well-known Manchester Freethinker 
who was present, Mr. W. Bailey.

The Annual Report of the Society, together with an 
account of the Conference proceedings will appear next week 
We had arranged for a report of the evening speeches at the 
Queen’s Hall meeting this week, but the transcription of the 
shorthand reporter’s notes has not reached us in time for 
publication ; in fact, it has not reached us at all. We do not 
know who is to blame—the reporter or the postal authori
ties. All we know is that it is not to hand. So, for the 
present, we content ourselves with saying that the public 
meeting was a good one from all points of view. The Hall 
was well filled, and the speeches of the President, Miss 
Rough, and Messrs. Cohen, Heaford, Moss, Davies, and 
Lloyd were thoroughly enjoyed by the audience—that is, if 
close attention and unstinted applause are safe guides.

On Monday the delegates—divided into two parties, one 
under the guidance of Mr. Victor Roger, the other in the care 
of Mr. Harry Jones—spent the day visiting places of interest 
in and around London. Both gentlemen proved themselves 
very efficient guides, and the delegates fully appreciated 
their freely given services. Unfortunately, some places of 
interest were closed owing to Suffragette activity, but more 
than enough remained open. In the evening the two parties 
gathered at the Bay Malton Hotel, with Miss Vance and a 
number of the members of the Executive. Singing, con
versation, and a little dancing filled up the remainder of the 
evening until such time as some delegates left to catch their 
trains home and others returned to their respective hotels. 
The only drawback to the day was the weather—and for 
that, of course, the National Secular Society diclaims all 
responsibility.

The long-talked-of new Bill for the Repeal of the 
Blasphemy Laws has been introduced in the House of 
Commons, and is by the usual order of the House printed— 
at a cost of one halfpenny to the purchaser. Mr. Foote will 
give it special attention in our next issue.

Why Be Good ? is the title given by the late Dr. E. B. 
Foote, of New York, to a piece of writing by Mr. G. W. 
Footo, which came from his pen some thirty-five years ago. 
Under this popular title it started the publications of the 
American Freethonght Society, of which Dr. Foote was 
treasurer. Two issues of this tract have been printed in 
three years, we th ink; one issue comprising 30.000 copies. 
The Truthseeker does not state the number of the other

“ Mr. Foote m aybe gratified to know,” the Truthseeker 
says, “ that a half-column selection from his English Review 
article on ‘ George Meredith : Freethinker,’ has appeared 
in the Evening Sun, one of New York’s stablest and most 
widely circulated newspapers.”

One of our French subscribers, living at Paris, sending a 
new year’s subscription, w rites: “ I enjoy its [the Free
thinker's] courageous and clever articles immensely. They 
contain many interesting ideas and good documents which 
may be of great use in debating religious questions, and 
strong weapons for the struggle against the bigotry, the 
falsehood, the hypocrisy and the bad faith of all religions, 
and especially of the Christian one.”

The General Secretary, Mies E. M. Vance, reports a very 
successful meeting on Wednesday last at Wood Green. A 
new secretary, Mr. G. Wraight, 109 Kimberley - road, 
Edmonton, was appointed. The young bloods of the 
Edmonton Branch have joined hands with the Wood Green 
Branch, and there is every promise of a successful outdoor 
season. Literature will be on sale at all meetings, and local 
Freethinkers are invited to join the Branch. Mr, W. 
Davidson opens the campaign this (Sunday) evening at 7 30.

Christianity and the Chinese.

A CONUNDRUM.
Who is one of the most immoral men in England to-day ? 
The celibate Rector who has a large fam ily living.

11 In China, after centuries of missions, the very name of 
Christianity is detested,—and not without cause, since no 
small number of aggressions upon China have been made in 
the name of Western religion. Nearer home, we have made 
even less progress in our efforts to convert Oriental races. 
There is not a ghost of a hope for the conversion of the 
Turks, the Arabs, the Moors, or of any Islamic people ; and 
the memory of the Society for the Conversion of the Jews 
only serves to create a smile. But, even leaving the Oriental 
races out of the question, we have no conversions whatever 
to boast of. Never within modern history has Christendom 
been able to force the acceptance of its dogmas upon a people 
able to maintain any hope of national existence. The 
nominal success of missions among a few savago tribes, or 
the vanishing Maori races, only proves the rule ; and unless 
we accept the rather sinister declaration of Napoleon that 
missionaries may have great political usefulness, it is not 
easy to escape the conclusion that the whole work of the 
foreign mission societies has been little more than a vast 
expenditure of energy, time, and money, to no real purpose. 
— L afcadio H earn, Out of the East, pp. 205-G.

“ Moreover, when firmly established, and after having 
obtained considerable prestige and powers through his influ
ence with the kings and chiefs, by methods the righteousness 
of which has been very often open to grave suspicion, the 
missionary then, in accordance with the frailties of human 
nature, has become intolerant, and instead of looking upon 
himself, as formerly he did, as a Divine instrument with a 
Divine mission to advance the native materially, morally, 
and spiritually, and, seeing and deeming himself superior w 
every respect to his charge, considers that he is entitled to 
live a life of ease, at the expense of the native, and of tbu 
mission funds in Europe and America, the contributors to 
the latter being kept in a state of felicitous delusion as to the 
real conditions by the circulation through the medium of 
the Religious Press of unverified and highly tinged reports. 
—Frank Bornett, Through Tropic Seas; 1910; p. 163.

T h e  reformed Chinese Government telegraphed to 
all the provinoial governments in China that April 27 
was to be observed as a day of prayer for the nation, 
and they were also requested to notify the faot to 
all Christian Churches in their provinces. This 
message has set the Christian world agog ; it already 
—in its mind’s eye—sees China at the foot of th0 
Cross. The Daily Chronicle (April 18), in announcing 
the news, says “ it has given extraordinary satisfac
tion to the Christian communities ” in China. 9 “ 
the following day, under the heading “ Christianity 
in China—Spread of the Faith in Recent Years,” 'f6 
are told that “ Daring the last six years Christianity 
has made enormous strides in China, more especially 
among the offioial and influential olasses ” ; and 
further it cited the testimony of a prominent 
missionary offioial that—

" The majority of intellectual Chinose incline to-d»y
either towards Christianity or Freethought......
members of the newly elected National Assembly, b°. 
in the Senate and House of Representatives, are Chr.lS' 
tians, and there is every indication that Christianity 
will spread still more rapidly when the new Govern
ment has got its educational and social projects in* 
working order.”

It is a rosy picture, from the Christian 
view ; but let us examine it a little closer, 
with, we are told that the “ intellectual 
incline to-day either towards Christianity 
thought.” It would be more aoourate to _7, 
the intellectual Chinese who has made acquaint0̂ 0 
with Western science generally disoards relig10, 
altogether. It is, in the great majority of cases, o° 
a ohoice between Christianity and Freethonght, “O 
between the religion he has been trained to belio 
in and Freethonght. Why should an educate^ 
Chinese discard his native superstitions to assn 
worse ones of foreign manufacture ? . . 0{

The truth appears to be that the recognition 
the existence of Christian Churohes in China tn

point pi 
To begiö 
Chinese 

or Fm0' 
say tha

made by the Chinese Government is merely a 
to ingratiate themselves with the Christian P? 
until the new Government beoomes firmly establish ' 

We had strong doubts, in spite of the state®0^  
in the Chronicle to the oontrary, as to this 
prayer emanating from the reform party in ¡0 
and our doubts were amply justified; for we r0.°D0d 
the Daily Chronicle of May 8 a long and impassi0^  
letter from Dr. Sun Yet Sen, the leader of ( .̂ 8 
reformers, denouncing the new Government f°r

move
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wicked betrayal of the trust reposed in it,” and 
eclaring “ the fury of the people is worked up to 

white heat, and a terrible convalsion appears almost
inevitable.”

In considering the probability of the Christianisa- 
ion of China in the immediate future, it should be 

remembered that twice during it3 history China has 
een within measurable distance of Christianisation 

~-once by the Jesuits, under the patronage of the 
Chinese Emperor, and again during the terrible Tai- 
P'ng rebellion, a Christian movement, which was 
crushed, after enormous bloodshed, by that good 
^“^istian, General Gordon.
th ^ese  two movements we shall deal later, for 
ne present merely expressing our belief that the 

conditions under which these movements arose are 
nob likely to oocur again. In fact, the golden oppor- 
n°ity of the Jesuits will never oocur again.
Now, let us consider some of the difficulties the 

Missionaries have to contend with in their attempts 
°rp^n®tiani86 the Chinese.

"° begin with, it has been justly observed that—
" Bringing the beauties of Christianity to the heart of 

a Chinese is a vastly different matter from bringing the 
same to, let us say, a South Sea Islander. In the one 
instance you have a gross and idolatrous savage, who 
more often than not has a feeling of admiration for a 
white man, provided he is not a trader; when you have 
gained that savage’s goodwill, half the battle for Chris
tianity has been won. In China you have a people 
whose settled conviction it is that the ultimate purpose 
cf your presence there is to kill them off and confiscate 
their property.” *

Similarly, Mr. George Lynoh remarks :—
“ Chinese civilisation is such a mass of complicated 

aud intricate manners, customs, and prejudices that the 
average man is really like a bull in an intellectual china 
shop with regard to them. The most intellectual and 

. cultivated missionaries commit many mistakes in this 
direction ; but a large number of doubtless well-inten
tioned people, men and women, go out who are neither 
intellectual nor cultivated. It cannot bo too often 
insisted upon, and must be constantly borno in mind, 
that the Chinese are not savages. They cannot be doalt 
With as we would deal with the South African natives. 
However we may trample on and disregard their 
feelings in dealing with them politically, as the heavy 
n°ot of a soldier might tread down tho complicated 
structure of an ant-hill, yet in missionary work their 
sentiments must be treated with consideration if any 
Progress is to be made.” f

sio -kyn°b points out that native Chinese mis- 
tvo0]^ 68’ 8ufficiently educated and intellectual, 
pr .ffi.be more in touch with native feelings and 

Offices. But, as he further observes:—
It is a curious commentary on the actual success of 

missionary labor in China that so fow native Chinese 
have been ordained into tho priesthood of any of tho 
various forms of Christianity which for so long have 
been preached to them. Socially and intellectually it 
aooms to bo only tho lowest classos of the adult com
munity that, apart from children, become converts to 

Andthrist>auity ” (p. 260).
in n children brought up by the missionaries
v6r , Christian faith, “ they have only succeeded in 
of e / 0w cases in educating them up to the standard 

g ness for ordination."
ejjj I there  is one draw back inseparable to  the  
ha.g °ym ent of native m issionaries, as Dr. M orrison 
tnanI)?la ted oat, for, a fte r observing th a t  “ th e  China- 
any j 18 l)‘>8 difficult to  lead in to  the  tru e  pathw ay as 

’ he goes on to  point out t h a t :— 
fo ^  nativo preacher can never bo so successful as tho 

Mign missionary. Tho Chinese listen to him with 
„ mPlacency. • You oat Jesus's rice and, of course, you 
ja ,p bis words,’ they say. The attitude of tho Chinese 
of n °?8Qhuan towards tho Christian missionary is ono 
w iu " 60*1 IHendliness towards tho missionary, combined 
oth * I)orfficl' apathy towards his religion. Like any 
hi8«  Hader, the missionary has a perfect right to offer 
tkinu°°^8’ ^  be must not be surprised, tho Chinese 
his b8’ ** bo finds difficulty in securing a purchaser for 

- ^ ^ W a r e s  as much inferior to the home production as is
* <rrrr~~;— — — -_______ ________________________

1̂ 95. laa'°narie8 in China,” Macmillan't Magazine, November, 

bynch, The IVar of the Civiliiations ; 1910; p. 259.

the foreign barbarian to the subject of the Son of 
Heaven.” *

Then, again, the average Chinese convert expects 
to make a living by his change of faith. Dr. 
Morrison tells us that at the Inland Mission at 
Wanhsien, which had been established since 1887, 
there were no converts, but there were three hopeful 
“ inquirers,” whose conversion would be more speedy 
the more likely they were to obtain employment 
afterwards. Dr. Morrison says :—

“ They argue in this w ay; they say, to quote the 
words used' by the Rev. G. L. Mason at the Shanghai 
Missionary Conference of 1890, 1 If the foreign teacher 
will take care of our bodies, we will do him the favor to 
seek the salvation of our souls ’ This question of the 
employment of converts is one of the chief difficulties of 
the missionary in China. 1 The idea (derived from 
Buddhism) is universally prevalent in China,’ says the 
Rev. C. W. Mateer, ‘ that everyone who enters any sect
should live by it.......When a Chinaman becomes a
Christian he expects to live by his Christianity ’ ”
(p. 28).

Then there is the difficulty of making the Chinese 
realise their need of religion, as we understand it. 
The Rev. E. J. Hardy—for some years chaplain to 
our foroes at Hong Kong—says :—

“ And in proportion to the need in which China stands 
of the Gospel is the difficulty of making her comprehend 
and appreciate its message. To the Greeks of old the 
Bublime self-sacrifice of the CroBS of Christ seemed 
foolishness, and to the Chinese now it has, when first 
they hear it, the same appearance. To a missionary 
who had described the death of our Savior, a Chinese 
remarked, 1 That Jesus Christ plenty big fool.’ ” f 

The same writer observes: —
“ These two sayings are current amongst the Chinese : 

‘ Worship tho gods as if they came, and if you don’t it 
is all the same.’ 1 Worship the gods as if they were 
there, but if you worship not the gods don’t care.’ 
People so indifferent to their own religion are not likely 
to be much prejudiced against another one. On the 
subject of religion China is perfectly tolerant. Mis
sionaries are not disliked becauso thoy preach Chris
tianity, but becauso thoy are foreigners or suspected of 
being political agents. The people often say 1 We have 
no objection to Jesus; doubtless he was good. Make 
an image of Him and put it by the side of our god’s, and 
we will knock our heads before Him as well as before 
them. Some advantage may come from so doing ’ ”
(p. 818).

The Catholio priest at Chaotong told Dr. Morrison : 
“ Talk to the Chinese of a God, of Heaven or Hell, 
and they yawn ; speak to them of business, and they 
are all attention "J And, as the Rev. E, J. Hardy 
farther remarks:—

“ That a missionary should come so far for no other 
reason than to teach a new religion is unintelligible to 
them. Surely, they think, behind what seems only a 
harmless craze there lurks a sinister design. To many, 
a Chinese missionary appears as an advanco agent of 
tho gunboat. Missionaries come, territory goes, and it 
is little wonder if tho Cross has corno to bo thought of 
as tho pioneer of the sword ” (p. 315-6).

These are only a few of the difficulties the 
missionary in China has to contend with. There 
are many others, as we shall see. ^  ^

(To be continued)

Allan Ramsay and the “ Unco’ Guid.”

We are now in the days of Stage Guilds and Actors’ 
Church Unions, when special services are held for 
“ the profession,” and pastoral letters are sent them ; 
when sermons are preached upon the moral influence 
of the stage, and the player and olerio may be found 
tete a-tdte. Yet it was not ever thus. Onoe upon a 
time it brought anathema from the Church to all and 
sundry who followed the calling of player and 
minstrel. Once upon a time they were denied the 
rites of the Churoh and the law of the land. The 
Churoh oalled them “ heretics,” and banned them

* Dr. G. E. Morrison. An Auttralian in China ; 1902 ; p. 122. 
t E. J. Hardy, John Chinaman at Home; 1905 : p. 111.
♦ G. E. Morrison, An Au/tralian in Chi.ia, p 105.
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even from its precincts; whilst the State classed 
them with “ rogues and vagabonds,” and refused 
them the common law of the land.

And why did all this come to pass in “ Once upon 
a time ” ? Because the “ player ” and the “ min
strel ” taught the people the joys and pleasures of 
life. “ Look you ! ” cried the player, “ I have jokes 
to humor you, riddles to puzzle you, and antics to 
amaze you I ” “ Listen, too,” cried the minstrel,
“ here is a drink-song for the lads, and a love-ditty 
for the lasses, and a jig-time for both!” And the 
people laughed, and sang, and danced, and were 
merry. But men in sober habit, and long visages, 
watobed these gaily attired and merry - faced 
bohemians, and frowned. “ Jokes, antics, songs, jigs. 
Sancta Maria ! Had not the Holy Church forbade 
such things; had it not enjoined all to prepare 
themselves in prayer, penance, and humility during 
this life that they might be worthy for the life 
to come ?”

And in those days of “ Once upon a time,” the men 
in sober habit had power in the land, and they said 
to the men in gay attire, “ Upon you and all your 
class we pronounce anathema l ”

Generations were born and died, hut the world had 
moved but slowly. For it seems that even at the 
beginning of the eighteenth century, which was 
many centuries after “ Once upon a time,” there 
lived a certain Allan Ramsay, poet and bookseller, of 
Edinburgh, who wondered why such excellent people 
as “ players” and “ minstrels” had no place in his 
city where they might follow their vocation. He 
determined to build a theatre for such as these; but 
alas! he had reckoned without the men in sober 
habit. They, too, like the men in sober habit in 
“ Once upon a time,” said such things were contrary 
to the Church. But first let me tell you something 
about Allan Ramsay.

Allan Ramsay is, perhaps, the best known among 
the poets of Scotland after Robert Burns. Yet few 
are really so conversant with his life-work as with 
his name. Ramsay lived at a time (1686-1768) when 
the rule of the men in sober habit was still powerful. 
Logie Robertson gives us a glimpse of their rule and 
power in the Edinburgh of Ramsay’s day. He 
says:—

“ There was no theatre or place of amusement any
where in the town. Dancing was immoral, and an 
institution of the devil—or at least of Herodias, and 
was therefore to be put down. We are told of an 
organised attack with red-hot spits being made upon 
the door of a room in which dancing was being peace
fully practised, to the groat terror and danger of the
dancers.......The Sunday, or the Sabbath as it was quite
appropriately called, was kept in the letter of the 
Mosaic law. There were pious prowlers to scout the 
streets and pounce upon breakers of their version of 
the fourth Command. Their records tell of the rigidity
of their righteousness. On one occasion.......they silenced
a whistling bird in a cage ; on another they confiscated 
a hot roast to which they were nose-led from the 
street! ”

Into such a world came “ the joyous Ramsay,” 
as Sir Walter Scott oalls him ; but he had little 
sympathy with this narrow and bigoted rule of the 
men in sober habit, who are known in the North 
Countrie as the “ Unco’ Guid.” In truth, he was 
somewhat of a Freethinker. At least, he avows 
himself “ not tether’d to connection,” as he says to 
James Arbuckle :—

“ Pray tak heed,
Te’s get a short swatch o’ my creed :
Weel then, I ’m nowther Whig nor Tory,
Nor credit gie to purgatory ;
Neist Anti-Toland, Blunt, or Whiston,
Know positively, I ’m a Christian 
Believing truths an’ thinking free,
Wishing thrawn parties wad agree.”

But he had little of Orthodox Christianity in him, as 
we shall see.

Even in his delightful pastoral, The Gentle 
Shepherd, we see something of his “ thinking free.” 
Here Ramsay makes the “ larn’d gentry” reprove 
the ignorant shepherd folk for their superstitions. 
To give oredence to dreams rouses Pattie’s laughter,

whilst the good Sir William says of witches, ghosts, 
and devils,—

“ What silly notions crowd the clouded mind,
That is, thro’ want of education, blind ? ”

Ramsay was certainly against the Kirk, as he says 
in his versified epistle to James Clerk :—

“ I have it even within my power 
The very Kirk itself to scower—
And that you'll say’s a brag richt bauld ;
But did’na Lindsay this of auld ?
Sir David’s satires helped our nation 
To carry on the Reformation,
And gave the scarlet dame a box 
Mair snell than all the pelts of Knox.”

Although he did not attempt the Kirk-scouring 
process with any such power as Burns did later, yet 
he gave a goodly hand in the work. Save for an 
occasional satire, Ramsay preferred ignoring the 
Kirk to attacking it, certainly a much safer course 
in those days.

In a religion of happiness in this life, he asked the 
people to believe, assuring them that —

“ a sour face
Is not the truest mark of grace.”

This life was the one Ramsay was sure of, and 
knew most about :—

“ That ill-bred death has nae regard 
To king, or cottar, or a laird ;

- As soon a castle he’ll attack,
As wa's o’ divots roof’d wi' thack,
Immediately we’ll a’ tak flight 
Unto the mirky realms o’ night,
As stories gang, wi’ ghaists to roam 
In gloipie Pluto’s gousty dome."

—Imit. Hot.
His creed was : “ Here and Now ” :—

“ Leave to the Gods your ilka care;
If that they think us worth their while,

They can a rowth o’ blessings spare 
Which will our fashious fears beguile.

For what they hae a mind to do,
That will they do, shou'd we gang wud

If they command the storms to blaw,
Then upo' sight the liailstanes thud.

Let neist day come as it thinks fit,
The present minutes’ only ours ;

On pleasure let’s employ our wit,
An’ laugh at fortune’s feckless pow'rs.

Be sure ye dinna great the grip 
O’ ilka joy whan ye are young,

Before auld age your vitals nip,
An’ lay ye twafold o’er a rung.

These bennisons, I ’m very sure,
Are o' the God’s indulgent grant ;

Then, surly carles, whisht, forbear 
To plague us wi’ your whining cant.”

—Imit. Hor.
Ramsay failed to see any sin in “ wine, woman, aD 

song ” :—
“ As lang as reason guides the wheel 

Desires, tho’ ardent, are nae crime,
When they harmoniously keep time ;
But when they sprang o’er reason’s fence,
We smart fo r’t at our ain expence.”

Epist. to Rob. Yard«-
This is Secularist teaching every line. H0 

clearly saw how the Church had “ hedged ” 
joys and pleasures of life for its own purpose :

“ Lang syne, when love an’ innocence 
Were human nature’s best defence,
Ere party jars made lawteth less 
By cloathing't in a monkish dress.”

-E pist. to Rob. Yard^ >(
At such révolté verses as these the “ unco’ 60 ofl0 

were alarmed, and quite a bitter faotion a ^0 
against Ramsay in the country, and he began s 
looked upon as a sort of Antichrist. Yet the ^  
curean and Rationalist trend of his verses ffa9 &rs 
bhe only offence to the “ unco’ guid,” for it aÇ^9ke 
that the poet, wanting the people to read a
delight in art and literature as he did, in stito^k- 
circulating library, in connection with the 
selling business, which I believe was one of t 0t 
of its kind. The “ unco’ guid ’’ were in ra ^¡tb 
fury at this innovation, and openly oharged b1 j0̂ à 
“ debauching the faculties of the soul wlt aicetf 
books.” But these angry cries and menaoes s
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disturbed Ramsay for a moment; he simply smiled, 
took up his pen again, and went on

“ Sousing sonnets on the lasses,
Hounding satires at the asses."

It was fortunate for the poet that he was suc
cessful in business, as it enabled him to sustain 
himself against the onslaughts of his enemies. Only 
once did they gain a victory over him, and it cost 
him a considerable part of his fortune. As we 
remarked at the outset, Ramsay had decided to build 
a theatre for his city, which he considered “ a maist 
rational diversion.” The place was erected, and 
everything was ready for the opening; but the 
“ unco’ guid ” had been at work, and the “ autho
rities " refused him a licence. Ramsay fought hard 
Against their ruling, and the Lord President of the 
Supreme Court was petitioned, but to no avail; the 
“ unco' guid ” had triumphed. The poet went sadly 
hack to his book-store to retrieve his fortune, that it 
wight also help him to retrieve his defeat. But, 
although the former he accomplished in full, the 
latter was denied him.

Yet the whirligig of time brings its own revenge. 
To-day, Ramsay’s city boasts four large and pros 
Perous theatres, and recently the writer of this 
article had the honor of appearing at one of them 
before crowded audienoes. He also happened^ to 
Wake one of a very sparse congregation in a kirk 
the tabernacle of the “ unco’ guid.” Then he saw 
and understood that Allan Ramsay had retrieved his 
defeat after all.

And now, why is it that the Churoh to-day is so 
amicably inolined towards the stage ? To tell the 
truth, there is muoh common ground between them,

Sarah Bernhardt onoe pointedly remarked to an 
j&solent olerio who had reproved her, that “ people in 
the same line of business should never fall out.” In 
®hort, the time has come when the Church knows 
iQH well that the curtain is about to be rung down 
^Pon its miserable scena of humanity’s tears and 
^akneases, to make room for a nobler and healthier 
art where humanity’s smiles and strength are given 
,hll rein. And so the actors of the old scena, anxious 
,? keep the curtain up a little while longer, extend 
Jhe fraternal hand (so long withheld) to the actors of 
he new scena. But we of the latter must not forget 

past. We must not forget how long they have 
ePt the curtain up and had the stage to themselves. 
Qd finally, we must not forget those who have rung 

7?**» the curtain upon them, especially “ in™™
A11an Ramsay.”

H. Geo r g e

the joyous 
F a r m e r ,

L ester F. W ard.

Obituary.
‘ha death of Loster Frank Ward, on April 18, at the ago 

.I  72> the United States has lost one of the most—if not 
Wn i j08*—comprehensive thinkers it has produce , am 
*h„ d 0no °£ ¡‘a most ardent scientific reformers Iti s
¿ ^ ‘eristic of the quality of the English Press that while 
evotmg much 0 t0 th0 death of men like P'erpo 

f c au- "ho contributed nothing whatever to the world s 
n ^ P m e n t ,  the death of Professor Ward passed quite 
J W 10C<i 14 w only from a paragraph in the New York 
silo i£l8eê er that wo became acquainted with the fact.

not, perhaps, duo to conscious neglect; it is more 
Enic l110 result of sheer lack of interest on the part. of the 
l i f e »  “owspapers in the higher branches of intellectual 
or o Had Professor Ward been a noisy American politician,
" ith o V i the grouP of "Dollar Kings,” his death would,
Pte6sut doubt, havo received wide publicity in tho British

’War* % youn8 man, Lester Ward sorvod through the Civil 
lt«q' afterwards graduating at Columbia University. In 

’.after contributing to various magazines, ho published 
°f tn , Genesis of Man, in which tho evolutionary account 
the n  8 or'gm is fully accepted. As Assistant Geologist to 
c h i d e d  States Geological Survoy, his publications in- 
OrC u ' the Flora o f Washington, Flora of the Lamaric 
tii8 P’ Geographical Distribution of Fossil Plants, etc., etc. 
v o ^ e a t  work, however, was Dynamic Sociology, in two 
Thu 08’layering ovor 13,000 pages, and published in 1883.

0tk is nothing loss than a complete system of social

science in the most comprehensive sense of that expression. 
This work had the honor of being condemned by the 
Russian Government, and an edition of 1,200 copies 
ordered to be burnt. Apart from other things, the Russian 
censor appeared to have feared from the title that the work 
was an encouragement to Socialism and Dynamite. Since 
1883, other editions of the work have been called for in 
America, and it has been translated into several European 
languages.

It must be confessed that the title, Dynamic Sociology, is 
rather a forbidding one, but it exactly expresses the spirit 
of the work. Although availing himself of the labors of 
Spencer, and paying generous acknowledgment to him, 
Ward’s work is really more in the line of Comte—a fact 
not to be obscured by the statement that, along with 
fundamental truths, Comte’s work expressed “ the greatest 
possible number of only less fundamental errors.” Had 
Spencer not taken up a negative attitude toward social 
organisation, the relation of Ward to Spencer might have 
been different. As it is, Spencer’s attitude is completely 
expressed in the title of one of his earliest books, Social 
Statics, just as Ward’s attitude was expressed in the title of 
Dynamic Sociology. Those who desire a brief summary of 
the relations between Spencer and Ward on this point 
should read an article by the latter in the American Academy 
oj Social and Political Science for January, 1894, a journal 
to which Ward was a frequent contributor. More clearly 
than either Comte or Spencer, Ward saw, both in the 
Dynamic Sociology and in Psychic Factors of Civilisation 
(written to specially emphasise this point) as well as in the 
Outlines of Sociology, and other writings, the importance 
of the active operation of mind in shaping human society. 
And unquestionably the growing recognition amongst Bcien- 
tific sociologists of the nature of the true social force as a 
psychic force is largely due to the work of Lester Ward.

If there is one fault in Professor Ward’s writings it is a 
fondness for detailed classification—a probable result of his 
early scientific work. Apart from this, his writings have 
tho advantages for the general reader of boing clear from 
the intricacy of Comte and tho technicalities of Spencer. 
No reader of average intelligence and education can fail to 
understand Professor Ward’s meaning. And, more important 
still, he never appears to have lacked courage in dealing 
with religion. The naturalistic attitudo is fully accepted in 
the Dynamic Sociology, and the author neither insults his 
roaders nor degrades himself by inventing apologies for 
religion or for Christianity among civilised people. “ Reli
gion,” he says, " is joined to error at its trunk, and nono but 
errors grew out of it." This is a genuine scientific 
position, and stands out well from the absurdity of those 
who admit that roligion began in error, but claim that in 
somo miraculous way the elaboration of this error developed 
truth. Nothing is left, he also says, " but to regard the 
advent of Christianity as a calamity.” Even the beliof in 
immortality, he claims, has exerted a demoralising influence, 
and properly distinguishes between tho moral elements 
which are associated with religion and religion itself. 
“ They exist independently of roligion, and their connection 
with religion is only apparont.”

Ono would like to quote at length from Professor Ward’s 
works, but spaco forbids. I havo written the above as a 
slight mark of admiration and gratitude to one who was a 
great humanist, a capablo and comprehensive thinker, and 
a groat sociologist. Abovo all, he was a great Freethinker, 
and it may easily bo that his greatness in other directions 
owed not a little to his possessing a mind in which supersti
tion had no place.—C.

The Breakers.

To George William Foote and all his Fellow- Workers 
for Secularism,

As the wave in thunder rages 
'Gainst the hard and sullen rock,

While throughout eternal ages 
Futile seems its ceaseless shock ;

So the mighty waves of Reason 
Seem to smite the callous soul,

So, from season unto season,
Spurned, the living wators roll.

Yet tbo task an end is making;
Every billow dashed to Bpray—

Every surge, in splendor breaking,
Sweeps some tiny grain away ;

So, 'neath Reason's sure attrition,
Working on through ages vast,

Densest rocks of superstition 
Shall be worn away at last.

A. E. Maddock,
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Eto.

Notices of Iieotures, eto., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, 
and be marked "Lecture Notice” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
OCTDOOB.

B ethnal G been B ranch N. S. S. (Victoria Park, near the 
Bandstand): 3.15, a Lecture.

Camberwell B ranch N.S.S. (Brockwell Park) : 3.15, a Lecture. 
C roydon B ranch N. S. S. (Katharine street, near Town Hall): 

G.30, Mr. Gallagher, a Lecture.
E dmonton B ranch N. S. S . (Edmonton Green) : 7.45, a

Lecture.
K ingsland B ranch N. S. S. (corner of Bidley-road): J. W. 

Marshall, 11.30, “ The God Myth ” ; 7.30, " The Coming of the 
Lord.”

N orth L ondon B ranch N. S. S. (Parliament Hill Fields) : 
3.15, C. Batcliffe, “ Beplies to Christian Critics.” Finsbury 
Park : 6 30, M. Hope, a Lecture.

W est H am B ranch N. S. S. (outside Maryland Point Station, 
Stratford, E .): 7, F. A. Davies, a Lecture.

W ood G reen B ranch N. S. S. (Jolly Butchers Hill, oppoiite 
Public Library) : 7.30, W. Davidson, a Lecture.

PBOPAGANDI8T LEAFLETS. New Issue. 1. Christianity a 
Stupendous Failure, J . T. Lloyd; 2. Bible and Teetotalism, J. M. 
Wheeler; 3. Principles of Secularism, C. Watts; 4. Where Are 
Your Hospitals t B. Ingersoll 5. Because the Bible Tells He 
So, W. P. Ball; 6. Why Be Good ? by G. W. Foote. The 
Parson’s Creed. Often the means of arresting attention and 
making new members. Price 6d. per hundred, post free 7d. 
Special rates for larger quantities. Samples on receipt of 
stamped addressed envelope.—N. S. 8 . S ecretary, 2 New- 
castle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

FOB SALE.—One copy each Taylor’s Diegesis (exceedingly rare) 
and Devil’s Pulpit; good condition. What offers?—W rigbt, 
c/o Miss Vance. N.S.S. Office, 2 Newcastle-street, London, E C.
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G . E .  MACDONALD ... E ditob.
L. K. WASHBUBN ... .„ ... E ditorial Contributor.

S ubscription B ates.
Single subscription in advance „  „  $3.00
Two new subscribers ... ... „  5.00
One subscription two years in advance ... 5.00

To all foreign countries, except Mexico, 50 cents per annum extra 
Subscriptions for any length of time under a year, at the rate of 

25 cents per month, may be begun at any time. 
Freethinkers everywhere are invited to send for specimen copit*, 

which are free.
THE TBUTH SEEKEB COMPANY,

Publishers, Dealers in Freetbought Books,
62 Vesey S treet. New York, U.S.A.

Determinism or Free Will?
By C. COHEN.

Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.

A clear and able exposition of the  subject in 
the only adequate light—the light of evolution.

CONTENTS.
I. The Question Stated.—II. “ Freedom” and “ Will."— 
Consciousness, Deliberation, and Choice.—IV. Some Allefie“ 
Consequences of Determinism.—V. Professor James on “ The 
Dilemma of Determinism.”—VI. The Nature and Implications 
of Besponsibility.—VII. Determinism and Character.—VIII- A 

Problem in Determinism.—IX. Environment.

PRICE ONE SHILLING NET.
(Postage 2d.)

fn* P ioneer P ress, 2 Newcastle-atreet, Farringdon-street, E.d-

LATEST N. S. S. BADGE.—A single Pansy 
flower, size as shown ; artistic and neat design 
in enamel and silver ; permanent in color ; bfl0 
been the means of making many pleasant 
introductions. Brooch or Stud fastening, 6®. 
Scarf-pin. 8d. Postage in Great Britain Id- 
Small reduction on not less than one dozen- 
Exceptional value.—From Miss E. M. Vanc«, 

General Secretary, N. 8 . S., 2 Newcastle-street, London, E.C-

A LIBERAL OFFER—NOTHING LIKE IT.
Away. A Million soldGreatest Popular Family Reference Book and Sexology—Almost Given

at 3 and 4 dollars—Now Try it Yourself.
Insure Y our L ife -Y o u  D ie to W in; Buy th is Book, You Learn to L ive.

TRe'BesV
•not
IdIgnorance kills—knowledge saves—be wise in time. Men weakon, sicken, dio q 

knowing how to live. “ Habits that enslave " wreck thousands—young o.?“ rjea, 
Fathers fail, mothers are "bed-ridden,” babies die. Family feuds, marital mise 

divorces—even murders—All can be avoided by self-knowledge, self-oontrol- 
You can discount heaven—dodge hell—here and now, by reading and applying .^j 
wisdom of this one book of 1,200 pages, 400 illustrations, 80 lithographs on 18 anato 

color plates, and over 250 prescriptions.
OF COUBSE YOU WANT TO KNOW WHAT EVEBYONE OUGHT TO

T he Young—How to choose the best to m arry .
The Married—H ew to be happy in marriage.
T he F ond P abent—How to have prize babies.
T he Mother—How to have them without pain.
T he Childless—How to be fruitful and multiply.
T he Curious—How they “ growed ” from germ-cell.
T he H ealthy—How to enjoy life and keep well.
T he I nvalid—How to brace up and keep well.

Whatever you’d ask a doctor you find herein.
Dr. Foote’s books have been the popular instructors of the masses in America for fifty yoars (often re-written, e . ^  is 
and always kept up-to-date). For twenty years they have sold largely (from London) to all countries where Eng prjo8 
spoken, and everywhere highly praised. Last editions are best, largest, and most for the price. You may save t teHe,
by not buying, and you may lose your life (or your wife or child) by not knowing some of the vitally important trutba

Most Grateful Testimonials From Everywhere. t0 w
Panderma, Turkey : “ I can avow frankly there is forBi0̂ ' 

found such an interesting book as yours."—K. H- 
Calgary, Can.: "The information therein has changed my

idea of life—to be nobler and happier.”—D. N- M- nti°6' 
Laverton, W. Aust.: “ I consider it worth ten times t 

I have benefited much by it.”—B. M.

Gudivoda, India ; “ It is a store of medical knowledge in plainest 
language, and every reader of English would be benefited 
by it.”—W. L. N.

Triplicane, India: “ I have gone through the book many times, 
and not only benefited myself but many friends also.”— 
u. W. T.»  V • A. • I *  Alt* V O U U U C U IIO U  U iU V U  SJJ 1 « .   1 « ,  A U . t  «

Somewhat Abridged Editions (800 pp. each) can be had in German, Swedish, or Finnish
Price EIGHT SHILLINGS by Mail to any Address.

O R D E R  O F  T H E  P I O N E E R  P R E S S ,
8 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, E.O.
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N O W R E A D Y ,

THE BIBLE HANDBOOK
FOR FREETHINKERS AND ENQUIRING CHRISTIANS.

BY

G. W. FOOTE and W. P. BALL.

N E W  A N D  C H E A P E R  E D I T I O N
Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.

WELL PRINTED ON GOOD PAPER AND WELL BOUND.

In Paper Covers, SIXPENCE—Net.
(Postage ljd.)

In Cloth Covers, ONE SHILLING—Net.
(Postage 2d.)

°IiE OF THE MOST U SEFU L BOOKS EVER PUBLISH ED.

INVALUABLE TO FREETH INK ERS ANSW ERING CHRISTIANS.

the p io n e e r  p r e s s , 2 Ne w c a st l e  s t r e e t , f a r r in g d o n  s t r e e t , Lo n d o n , e .c.

T H E  S E C U L A R  S O C I E T Y
(LIMITED)

Company Limited by Guarantee.

Begistered Office—2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, E.C. 
Chairman of Board of Director»—Mr. G. W. FOOTE. 

Secretary—Miss E. M. YANCE,

»to 8- Bo°iety waa ormed in 1898 to afford legal seourity to the 
Tuition and application of funds for Seen*« P°rP°96a- 

Oh; ® Memorandum of Association sets forth that the Society a 
fleets are:—To promote the principle that human conduct 

v° based nP°n natural knowledge, and not upon super- 
e n d !1 belieI. and that human welfare in this world ib tkeproper 
V  M a11 thought and action. To promote freedom of 

« Promote universal Secular Education. To promote the com 
W n ,S!?ularisation of the State, etc., etc. And to do all such 
hold .  th'.n8B as are conducive to such objocta Also to have, 
or bpr,r6Geive' ftnd retain any sums of money paid, given, de . 
the nqUeathed by any person, and to employ the same for any of 

'Purposes of the Society, .. _ , ,
shciM habili‘y Of members is limited to £1, in case the Society 
*'aW t '° Ver be W0Qn<̂  op and the assotB wore insufficient to oovi 

Mb»!?8 a m°et unlikely contingency. 
y e w ^ T  P?y an entrance fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent 

Thn a .cription of five shillings. ,
larBe® Bociety has a considerable number of members, but a much 
S& CAUmber ¡a desirable, and it is hoped that some will be 
U r)arHafnongat those who read this announcement. All who join 
its tBJ lpate in the control of its business and the trusteeship of 
ti°u tv ur°es. I t  ia expressly provided in the Articles of Associa
t e  fi“a. member, as such, shall derive any sort of profit from 
any w 1Bty, either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in 

i<l"ay whatever.
P'reetof^0’0̂  8 a®airB are managed by an elected Board o 
teive oon8*ating of not less than five and not more than 

‘»embers, one-third of whom retire by ballot) eaoh year,

but are capable of re-election. An Annual General Meeting of 
members mnst be held in London, to receive the Report, elect 
new Directors, and transact any other business that may arise.

Being a duly registered body, the Seoular Society, Limited, 
can receive donations and bequests with absolute security. 
Those who are in a position to do so are invited to make 
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society’s favor in their 
wills. On this point there need not be the slightest apprehension, 
It is quite impossible to set aside such bequests. The executors 
have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary course of 
administration. No objection of any kind has been raised in 
connection with any of the wills by whioh the Sooiety has 
already been benefited.

The Society’s solicitors are Messrs. Harper and Battoock, 23 
Rood-lane, Fenchurch-streot, London, E.O.

A Form of Bequest.—The following is a sufficient form of 
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators :—“ I give and
“ bequeath to the Secular Society, Limited, the sum of £-----
“ free from Legacy Duty, and I direct that a reoeipt signed by 
“ two members of the Board of the Baid Society and the Secretary 
“ thereof shall be a good discharge to my Executors for the 
“ said Legacy."

Friends of the Sooiety who have remembered it in their wills, 
or who intend to do so, should formally notify the Secretary of 
the fact, or send a private intimation to the Chairman, who will 
(if desired) treat it as strictly confidential. This is not necessary, 
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes get lost or mislaid, and 
their oontenta have to be established by competent testimony.
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P I O N E E R  P A M P H L E T S .
N ow  being issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.

No. I.-BIBLE AND BEER. By G. W. Foote.
FORTY PAGES—ONE PENNY.

Postage: single copy, £d.; 6 copies, 1 Jd .; 13 copies, 3d.; 26 copies, 4d. (paroel post).

No. II_DEITY AND DESIGN. By C. Cohen.
(A Reply to Dr. Alfred Russel Wallace.)

THIRTY-TWO PAGES—ONE PENNY.
Postage: Single copy, id . ; 6 copies, l |d . ; 18 copies, 2Jd.; 26 copies, 4d. (parcel post).

No. ill_MISTAKES OF MOSES. By Colonel Ingersoll.
THIRTY-TWO PAGES—ONE PENNY.

Postage: Single copy, |d .; 6 copies, l|-d.; 18 copies, 21d.; 26 copies, 4d. (paroel post).

IN  PREPARATION.

No. IV_CHRISTIANITY AND PROGRESS. By G. W. Foote.

No. V.-MODERN MATERIALISM. By W. Mann.

Special Terms for Quantities for Free Distribution or to Advanced
Societies.

THE PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.C.

T H E  P O P U L A R  E D I T I O N
[Revised and Enlarged)

BIBLE ROMANCES”

G. W. FOOTE.
With a Portrait of the Author.

Reynold*’» Newspaper says:—“ Mr. G. W. Foote, chairman of the Secular Sooiety, is well known as a wan ^ , 
exceptional ability His Bible Romance* have had a large Bale in the original edition. A popular revised, a . 
enlarged edition, at the price of 6d., has now been published by the Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringd°n 
street, London, for the Secular Society Thus, within the reach of almost everyone, the ripest thought of the leads18 |  
of modern opinion is being placed from day to day.”

of

144  Large Double-Column Pages, Good Print, Good Paper

S I X P E N C E — N E T
(Postage 2d.)

THE PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON

Printed and Published by the P io sz jb  P b is s , 3 Neweastlo-street, London, E .O .


