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Two of the finest and most disciplined modern intel- 
lects, Comte and Sainte-Beuve, were neither Catholics, 
nor Protestants, nor Deists, but convinced Atheists.

P. G. Hahekton.

The Plot Thickens.

have been warning the Freethonght party in 
Particular, and advanced movements generally, for 
the last fifteen years at least, that a great wave of 
reaction was spreading over the whole European 
^°rld, including Great Britain, and especially the 
southern part of it oalled England. Nobody took 
any notice of our warning. But in time they were 
o°ond to take notice of it; or rather they were 
onnd to take notice of the facts, which proved to 
koae who had any eyesight at all that the evil day 

predicted was arriving.
®*rst came a proseoution for “ blasphemy.” That 

^aa the first proseoution of the sort sinoe the 
reethinlcer oase in 1888. We saw the importance of 
ousting this revival of the Blasphemy Laws. We 
allied the Freethought party, got the National 
ocular Society to throw itself into the fight, raised 

over £200, engaged first-olass legal talent for the 
blasphemer's ” defence, and brought about a big 

atand against the forces of religious bigotry, which 
J"0 the mainstay of all the political and social evils 
bat ourse and degrade the world. Sinoo then there 

“ ^een severa,l “  blasphemy ” prosecutions. Three 
blasphemers” have been imprisoned for terms of 

j re®’ four, and three months respectively; a fourth 
^Prisoned a fortnight under the Police Clauses 

°t.and a fifth and sixth fined under the same Aot, 
en u alternative of a fortnight’s imprisonment 

in case of default.
I io a Ce Prosecution for “ blasphemy” in
an !| n ^he reactionary Connty Council has cherished, 
Pre ?ar^y oarried out, a deep-laid soheme for sup- 
c ®ain8 all advanoed propaganda in places under its 
C Jr°b A beginning was made at Streatham 
8ta t*00’ whore the novel theory of freedom was
it to” “  ^ a t  wben a rowdy crowd attaoked a speaker 
tli 8,8 the duty of the police to arrest him for letting 
att when it was rumored that the

ack was to bQ Bnpp0rted by Billingsgate fish 
aoth 8 -an  ̂ King’s College divinity students the 
tQ a°rities reoognised that he deserved severe punish- 
bami' The “ agistrate, as usual, played into their 

aa* But he and they overreached themselves, 
âid the punishment so thick upon the “ blas- 

the^ °r ” fchat they raised an outory against it, and 
j  ®ntence had to be very much modified.

18 Was followed by the introduction of the
ekiifni “ permits,” whioh was a particularly 
tur6 biove. It was undeniable that mere adven- 
spBaj.8 B°t up in the plaoes allotted for publio 
and *n bbe publio parks and other open spaces, 
8Qt0eth°k op collections for themselves, and that 
ih e ctUng was necessary to put down this nuisance. 
ahom^BSestion seemed reasonable that “ permits" 
literal 0n^  be granted for collections and the sale of 
Raised +re- bond-fidc societies. No opposition was 
of <i 0 jt. Bnt in due course of time this system 

j " was mado use of as a masked battery

from which the reactionary artillery could fire upon 
all societies carrying on propaganda in the parks 
that might be distasteful to the London County 
Council. “  Permits ” could be given or withheld— 
or given and afterwards withheld. And thereby 
hangs our tale.

The National Seoular Society applied for and 
readily obtained one of these “ permits.” For the 
sake of convenience it was a collective one for all 
the London N. S. S. Branches that held meetings on 
the London County Council territory. All the 
Council’s conditions were complied with. Miss 
Vance sent in a quarterly financial statement of 
the collections, etc., and followed this up with 
a copy of the N. S. S. annual balance - sheet. 
This went on for three years. No complaint was 
made, no objection was raised. Bub suddenly 
there came a bolt from the blue. Miss Vance 
applied as usual for the “  permit ” in April. 
Answer came that the “ whole question ”  was being 
considered. Finally she was informed that the 
N. S. S. “ permit” would not be renewed, as the 
Council was not satisfied that the whole of the 
money collected was devoted to a publio ohjeot. An 
explanation of this cryptio announcement was politely 
asked for, but it was not vouchsafed. The N. S. fa. 
collections were not dropped. The Counoil threatened 
proseeution. We advised that the collections should 
go on. The objeot was to force the County Council 
into action of some sort, so that the question might 
be fooght out in the opsn, instead of being deoided 
in hugger-mugger. Summonses were then served 
upon Miss Vance (Parliament Hill Fields) Miss Kough 
(Finsbury Park), Mr. Cunningham (Finsbury Park), 
Mr. Neate (Victoria Park), and Mr. Wood (Brockwell 
Park). Miss Vanoe’s case came first. It was heard 
at the Marylebone Police Court on Monday after­
noon (August 19), the result being that she was fined 
£8 and 4s. costs on two summonses. Her defence, 
turning upon law, was conducted by Mr. Clement 
Edwards. He pleaded that the magistrate should not 
decide the case upon the mere technical ground that 
there had been collections without a “ permit,” but 
take a broader view and decide it upon the whole 
clause in the County Counoil’s Bye-Laws relating 
to the matter at issue. There had been a “ permit,” 
it had not been renewed; the Counoil was bound to 
exereise its powers in a reasonable manner, just as 
Licensing Magistrates had to ; the “  satisfaction of 
the Council ” could not mean its arbitrary whim; 
the situation of which they complained had been 
created by the Council itself; he asked the magi­
strate to take that view, or at least to state a case 
for an appeal to a higher oourt. Mr. Taylor refused 
to sit in judgment on the County Counoil, but he 
was on the point of promising to state a case, when 
a few words from the plaintiff's solicitor caused him 
to hesitate and then refuse to do anything of the 
kind.

We Bhall deal with our remedy next week. Mean­
while we beg to say that the Standard’s report, 
representing the “  permit" as being denied to Miss 
Vance for the N. S. S. “  in consequence of what had 
become known,” is vicioufly misleading. Nothing 
of the sort was suggested. And we repeat that no 
complaint of the N. S. S. has ever been made.

G. W. Foote.
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God and Morals.—II.

( Concluded from p. 514.)
It goes without saying that very strong objection is 
raised to the Atheist stating the case against the 
“  moral government of the universe ” in the way it 
has been put. We are told by one apologist that—

“  The forces of nature are giaDts which may be tamed 
and controlled. They have no malevolence in them. 
They never do harm to man on purpose. The accidents 
occur mainly through our ignorance, or carelessness, or 
want of skill—because we know too little about the 
forces, or are not vigilant in watching them.”

This is true enough—from the Atheist’s point of view. 
But it is not true from the point of view of the 
Theist. Natural forces are to the Atheist neither 
malevolent nor benevolent; are engineered by neither 
a spirit of good nor a spirit of evil. But it is of 
the very essence of the Theistic case that all these 
foroes express purpose. They do what they are 
created to do. Everything is part of the divine plan. 
Nothing can occur haphazard. Once admit that any­
thing in nature can happen undesigned, so to say, 
and the whole case for the moral government of the 
universe breaks down.

Granted, therefore, that many of the disasters of 
life are the consequence of want of knowledge or 
of carelessness, we are driven to the supposition 
that God’s relation to man is that of an Almighty 
Power ever ready to take the opportunity of exacting 
the uttermost penalty from those who are neither 
skilful enough nor watchful enough to be ever on 
their guard against his machinations. And after all, 
ignorance and carelessness are not suoh fearful 
offences that they deserve the punishment of death. 
No human being would be excused who inflicted 
severo and often irreparable punishments for either 
mere carelessness or mere ignorance. As a matter 
of fact, human forethought does exaotly what 
almighty love and wisdom decline to do. Around 
dangerous machinery it places a protecting girdle 
that will prevent the ignorant and the unskilful 
being injured thereby. And the man who objected 
to take all reasonable precautions against such acci­
dents would be properly held responsible for the 
damage caused. Can wo honestly absolve God from 
the same responsibility ?

It is no reply to say that we have to learn by ex­
perience. This is quite true—at least, so far as the 
race is concerned. But if we could learn without 
this lengthy and tedious process, who would object ? 
Every sensible person would regard it as an un­
qualified boon. The only merit in experience is that 
we cannot—so far as the race is concerned—learn 
without it. But so far as individuals are concerned, 
it is simply untrue that they have to learn by experi­
ence. If it were true, if every generation had to 
acquire everything by actual experience, there would 
be no development from savagery. Civilisation 
depends not on learning by experience, but on an 
inheritance of experience. One generation learns a 
lesson at the oost of muoh labor and suffering. The 
next generation inherits the lesson, and reaps the 
benefit without paying the price. By experience the 
race discovers everything, because there is no other 
way in which things are to be discovered. It is not 
a perfect method; it is simply the only method. 
But individually man does not learn by experience. 
He finds the rules of life drawn up, the safe and easy 
path indicated. Nocessarily he has experience ; but 
the major part of his life is made easy by the advice 
and guidance of others. And here, again, human 
methods provide an impeachment of the “  Divine 
method ”  of government.

In any case, the reply will not help the Theist. 
For the argument breaks down on the fact that if we 
learn by experience, it is not always by our own ex­
perience ; while those who provide the experience 
often cannot profit by it. A man, for example, goes 
down a disused well for some purpose. Foul gases 
have accumulated, and, as a consequence, he is suffo­

cated. Who benefits by this experience ? Certainly 
not the man himself; he is dead. Those who ran 
none of the risk, and who may have hung back from 
sheer cowardice, reap benefit from a braver man’s 
death. To establish any ethical justification for 
learning through experience, the profit should accrue 
to those who bear the pain. But this is very seldom the 
case. In fact, so far as the individual is concerned, 
nature seems so fashioned as to place a premium 
upon many undesirable qualities. Cowardice may 
save a man his life, while courage, by exposing to 
danger, would lose it. A man of quiok and ready 
sympathies will lose his life in trying to save one 
from burning or drowning. One of a more selfish 
and self-centred disposition remains unscathed, and 
may even gain a certain reputation by subscribing to 
the other’s funeral. Nature never asks whether a 
man is really good or bad, whether he is selfish or 
unselfish, before laying on her strokes. It is entirely 
a question of whether you are open to attack or not. 
Of course, so far as the race is concerned, the balance 
is redressed somewhat, and the more amiable qualities 
receive greater emphasis; but this is certainly not 
true of all aspects of individual life.

Look at the matter from a slightly different point 
of view. For years men and women worked in coal 
pits under conditions — easily remediable—that 
meant death to a certain number of people. 
Those responsible for these deaths underwent no 
social censure, they ran no risks, their minds were 
perfectly at ease. Finally, the Government—or, 
rather, the common sense of the publio, expressing 
itself through the Government—insisted that this 
condition of things should be altered. Measures 
were passed, and we are then informed, by way of 
apology, that if these people had never been killed 
precautions would never have been taken for the 
protection of future generations. Agreed; but would 
it not have been, from all points of view, better had 
either mine-owners been more alive to their respon­
sibilities, or the getting of coal been unattended with 
danger? Who would have suffered could we have 
got coal as easily as we get potatoes ? There is no 
benefit in experience merely as experience. It8 
only use is that it prepares for an emergency. And 
what would any reasonable person think of one who 
invented difficulties and dangers in order that—after 
paying toll in suffering and death—they might b0 
overcome ? Yet this is exactly the position i° 
which Theistio apologists place their Deity ? Ho 
deliberately created the disasters and the dangers 
in order that ho might one day learn to overcome 
them. He provides the poison with absolute cer­
tainty, and leaves the discovery of the antidote to 
time and chance.

Well, but would we have a world without pain and 
without disease ? we are asked. Certainly, if 
could get it. We are most of us trying to get rid oi 
as muoh of both as we can. And even Christians 
are looking forward to a heaven where pain and 
diseaso shall be non-existent. But pain and pleasure 
are correlative states, we are reminded, and if 
abolish one we abolish the other. This is only 
saying the world is what it is, and being what it lB> 
things are as they are. We pay a prioe for every* 
thing we get, and we oannot get things witbou 
paying. But suppose the world were so construc­
ted that knowledge could be obtained witbou 
suffering, that we understood what to do witboo 
going through the olumsy prooess of trial an 
failure ; suppose, in brief, that the end were real*00 
at once, and for everyone—that every man a 
woman offered the highest ideal of excelled0 < 
would not life then be a muoh more admir®. 0 
arrangement? There can be doubt as to what t 0f 
reply is to such a question. And the strength 
human desire for such a condition of things is rea J 
a measure of human disapprobation of the °°n fv,0 
tion of the world, and its condemation of 
goodness or intelligence of God. .¡„a

But there is still the future life. I am forget® 
that to the Christian this life is only a prepara ^  
for another, and that to criticise fairly the plan 10
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be considered in its totality. Bat our judgment of
be moral government of the universe must be based 

DPon as much of it as we know. We cannot reckon 
°Pon the assumed remaining part that we do not 
cow. At most this is an act of faith ; at best, it is 

an act of oharity towards God. We are giving him 
pother chance to oorrect the blunders committed 
ere- Man is much more forgiving than his Deity, 
nt* so asks for a suspension of judgment until we 
60 what awaits us beyond the grave. It is all very 

Pathetic, but it is very fallacious. Every reason 
at can be invented in favor of things being 
«erent in the next world is an implied eondemna- 
°Q of the “  moral government ” of the world we are 
ow living in. It is an admission that the critioism 

• ‘ be Atheist is sound, and that his position is 
e Pregnable. Let the next world be what it will, it 

?n°b undo the misery and injustice experienced in 
la- It is not the punishment of the wrong-doer the 

g  oeiet desires, but the prevention of wrong-doing.
8 ^oea not desire compensation for unmerited 

^«ering, but that the suffering itself should not 
anspire. It would not occur if good men had the 
Wer to prevent it. Why should it occur if a good 

6od rules all ?
j. missionary once related to a savage the story of 
toW 8u®er*tig8 and death of Jesus. The story was 
Phi pVery realistically, and the comment of unso- 
Q ttlca .̂e<J and unspoiled human nature was, “ Let 
(¡l ^°Pe it isn’t true.” So may we say of the story 
1 the world has been created and is governed by 
J *  almighty and all-wise God—“ Let’s hope it’s 
¿¡¡g true.” Its truth would be the most horrible 
fiRht 6r- cou^  overtake the human spirit. To 
hQ with nature as it is, to realise how puny is 
to 0 a°  e®ort when opposed to colossal cosmic forces, 

® ?ar plans overthrown in an instant, and our 
but t  ̂ them es reduced to naught, is bad enough, 
Plan ° rea^se that all this is part of the pre-arranged 
in °t an almighty intelligence is simply paralysing 
i>ef0 ° lnten8ity of its horror. It leaves man helpless 
ope a power that callously scrutinises all his 
tij0 atl°ns, and takes every opportunity of reducing 
an th. °̂ cka°a* The Theist, if he properly realises 
th ba,t his beliefs imply, certainly ought to hope 
fa]8g not true. The Atheist knows they are 
of jo’ •t'tio forces that dominate life are incapable 
are oKrr -80rrow ftt human suocoss or failure. They 
by 0 .vi°us to our needs, but they are conquerable 
the 1/  l^elligenoe. And in that lies the real key to 

Problem of human salvation. ^ qouen

Science and God.
■tjll2 II *
great ]nV\ ̂ r’ Norton has the reputation of being a 
and 8aj atJer of the Free Churches, a man of learning 
Pot ,‘ ly character. In the latter oapaoity we are 
'Pteiw least concerned with him, nor are we 
e?Cept ' quantity and quality of his learning
g'Oug ,n 80 far aB it touohes matters of a non-reli- 
be a8 r abti-theologioal nature. A little while ago 
Phiiogonh Put)l10 that the celebrated French
^eist ^ncr, M. Henri Bergson, who is not even a 
pbtigtj’ Was rendoring invaluable servico to the 
^terjap Church by his repeated attacks upon 
?Ppoara •l8cn ; an<I now, in a Monthly Leoture whioh 

V he ^Artsftan World Pulpit for August 14, 
P ii®tian toonders of modern science as devout,
}.rofeB8o i? on- opens with his usual sneer at 
p u sh ed 'j^ ch e l, this time characterising that dis- 
t 8'y tn’ - ^ 0*°{d8b as “  that rather noisy man,” and 
or1 °i ĵIarePreaonting him. Then he cites seven- 

pfs \vj. 0 ,great masters of physios, and seventeen 
“ b °8y. ^ r?avo keen the leaders and discoverers in 
iti eatl ^PPt of all the biologists,” he says : 
Q asterB y» Lavoisier, and Cuvier, who are the real 
H  eye8 Dli autl10ra of modern biology.” We rub 
ge her th&n̂  8tare at those names, wondering 

^ 6Pian 6 cornP°altors have played the reverend 
some trick. It takes ono’s breath away to

find Priestley and Lavoisier classed with the bio­
logists. Why, Joseph Priestley was a Unitarian 
minister who dabbled in chemistry; and he was 
chemically as unorthodox as he was theologically. 
In no sense was he a great scientist, though it is 
generously admitted in Roscoe and Sohorlemmer’s 
Chemistry (vol. i., p. 16) that “ no one obtained more 
important results or threw more light upon the 
chemical existence of a number of different gases 
than Joseph Priestley.” Lavoisier was likewise a 
chemist, and the discoverer of the law of the per­
sistence of matter. He was one of the founders of 
modern chemistry, but not of modern biology. Only 
inexcusable ignorance can be responsible for so 
palpable a blunder. Why does the reverend gentle­
man omit the great name of Buffon, who occupies 
the front rank among the founders of modern 
biology ? The fact is that Buffon was not a Chris­
tian believer, and made no profession of religion. 
On account of his heretical views he was condemned 
by the Sorbonne. Lamarok was another of the 
illustrious founders of this science, and he too was 
a Freethinker of an advanced type.

Having made such an untoward, blundering start, 
Dr. Horton does not improve as he proceeds. Take 
the following as a sample of his reasoning :—

“  We have to recognise at once that the great bulk 
of scientific men do not, in the course of their work, 
express their views upon religion. There are many of 
them, like that brilliant young scientist, the electro- 
magnetist, Heinrich Hertz, who conscientiously keep 
their religious thoughts to themselves....... A. large pro­
portion of the great mou in England have been of that 
temper of mind—Darwin, Lyall, and, in Germany, 
Helmholtz, and we might mention others who scrupu­
lously present their science separated from their moral 
and their spiritual contentions.”

The worst about that extract is that it is partly true 
and partly untrue. It is perfectly true that the great 
bulk of scientists keep silent on the subject of reli­
gion ; but it is equally true that they do not identify 
themselves with any religions activities. On the 
other hand, some of them do speak out with no un­
certain sound. The allusion to Darwin is exception­
ally unfortunate. Dr. Horton ought to be above 
misrepresenting a great man whose biography is 
within roaoh. It is on reoord that though Darwin 
began life an ardent Christian, he ended it an avowed 
Agnostic (Life, pp. 55-65. Equally misleading is the 
reference to Sir Charles Lyell, for in a letter to 
Darwin, explaining “  a confession ” he had made in 
an after-dinner speeoh, he wrote (Life of Sir C. Lyell, 
vol. ii., p. 384): “  I said I had been forced to give up 
my old faith without thoroughly seeing my way to a 
new one. But I think you would have been satisfied 
with the length I went.’ ’

Now, the faot that a few scientists have been 
Christians is evidentially of no value whatever. The 
faot that counts is that the majority of scientists 
are not believers. It is well known that Faraday 
was a fervent disoiple, and always said a little prayer 
before meals ; but it is also well known that Huxley 
assailed the Christian position in the name of 
Bcientifio oritioism. What does it signify that 
Ampere, the founder of electro-dynamios, loft behind 
him a thoroughly evangelical prayer that he used to 
pray ? It is frankly admitted that in his soientifio 
work he never spoke of religion ; but such an admis­
sion shows that Ampere’s religion was not derived 
from or supported by his science. In all probability 
his religion was much older than his science, and 
persisted in spite of it. The truth is that no scientist 
ha3 ever been scientifically religious. Religion is a 
something apart, even the existence of whioh scienoe 
does not recognise. Dr. Horton says that scienoe 
leads to God; but Dr. Horton is not a scientist; and 
it is an incontrovertible faot that the majority of 
scientists are not led to God. He quotes Pasteur as 
a believer in God and immortality ; but Metohnikoff, 
Pasteur’s successor, is an open unbeliever in both, 
affirming that science knows nothing of either.

Dr. Horton is nothing if not audaoious and even 
reckless. Having made various quotations from
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several scientific workers, he comes to this amazing 
conclusion:—

“  I  must not attempt to quote more to-night, but to 
my question that I put at the beginning: What is the 
attitude of the really great men of science towards God 
and the soul and religion ? the answer comes without 
any hesitation: The great me n of science like all othpr 
great men are reverent, believing; they know G od ; 
they bow before h im ; and they recognise in the 
Christian Truth the highest that we know of God, the 
way by which we live and must live if we come 
to God.”

The greatness of a scientist is determined, for Dr. 
Horton, solely by his attitude towards the Christian 
religion. Even Charles Darwin was not a really 
great man of science, because he confessed in his 
Autobiography and in letters to his friends that he 
did not know God ; that he saw no trace of design or 
purpose in Nature; that he was not a believer in 
Jesus Christ; and that he did not expect to survive 
death. Simply because he is an Atheist, Haeckel is 
merely “  a noisy person,” who deal9 in nothing but 
“  noisy dogmatism." Every great man everywhere is 
a humble and sincere Christian who always walks by 
faith, and never by sight. It is inconceivable how 
sensible people can sit and listen to such stupid 
arrogance. It sounds uncommonly like “ noisy dog­
matism” indulged in by a man nnder the sway of 
religious fanaticism. No, Dr. Horton boggles at 
nothing which he thinks may be of service to him in 
the pursuit of his profession. He even asserts with­
out blinking that science itself presents an irrefut­
able proof of the existence of God. His argument 
here is refreshingly illogical and inconclusive, a9 will 
be seen by the following passage:—

“  It is never supposed that science makes the 
Universe; all that science does is to record the facts of 
the Universe. But if the men who record the facts and 
observe the Universe are so great, if their genius strikes us 
as amongst the evidence, the greatest evidence, of human 
greatness, if the men who simply observo and record 
the great Universe are so great, what is to bo said of 
the Maker of the Universe ? I say tho Maker, not the 
makers, because it is science itself tbat taught ns to 
recognise that there must be in the Universe a singlo 
central principle; science can never bo polythoistic, it 
must be monotheistic. Where monotheism prevails 
Science can work, but until monotheism begins sclenco 
is searching in the dark.”

Then is reaohed the very summit of absurdity in the 
following astounding statement:—

“  It is evident directly you Bee tho point that science, 
instead of being the disproof of God, is always and 
necessarily tho proof ol God. There never could have 
been science unless there had been God.”

Dr. Horton always labors under the delusion that 
the matter of the Universe must have had a 
beginning and a Maker, whereas “  the really great 
men of science ” can peroeive no evidence whatso­
ever of a beginning. Even Sir Oliver Lodge, the 
idol of the Free Churches, admits that it is impos­
sible to conceive of matter as either coming into or 
going out of existence, or that a beginning is an 
unscientific idea. On this point Lodge and Haeckel 
are at one. A beginning is a Biblical, theological, 
not a scientific, conception. With the divine it is a 
perfeot obsession. He can never get away from i t ; 
and in his blindness he takes for granted, contrary 
to abundant evidence, that science is governed by it 
too. Dr. Horton has been hogging it affectionately 
for years, and everyone who declines to follow his 
example is at once set down as nothing but “ a noisy 
person.”

The curious thing is that with a few exceptions 
“ the workers in science to-day are apparently with­
out God and without religion.” This is a staggering 
fa ct ; but Dr. Horton is not dismayed by it. With­
out turning a hair, he accounts for it by saying that 
the present workers in science are specialists who, 
investigating only small fragments of the Universe, 
are unable even to see the whole, and are, in conse­
quence, without God and without religion. Of 
course, if a man is a thinker, as well as a specialist, 
he can see the whole, and seeing the whole, he

becomes of necessity a believer in God and Christ 
and the world to come. Is it any wonder that the 
world is getting tired of and turning away from such 
“  noisy dogmatism,” and yearns more and more f°r 
the salt of common sense ? It is too late in the day 
for anyone to declare airily that all really great ® 00 
are on his side and recognise the truth of his petty 
system. And yet, in spite of all, the earth moves» 
the light is spreading, the sun ha3 risen, and man *9 
slowly learning tho art of living, without the aid ot 
priests or parsons, of rites or ceremonies, under 
the sole guidance of his own head and heart.

J. T. L l o y d .

The Shadow of the Cathedral.

The Shadow of the Cathedral is the title of a work of 
fiction by Vincent Blasco Ibanez, translated fro® 
the Spanish by Mrs. W. A. Gillespie, whioh deserves 
to be widely known among Freethinkers everywhere- 
Although not a novel in the narrow sense of tb0 
word, as dealing with the vicissitudes of the course 
of true love, the enlightened reader, to whom tb0 
tale of humanity’s progress is of greater solicited 
than individual matrimonial bliss, will find in th 
mental evolution of the Catholic seminarist who >s 
the principal figure of the history, and the result» 
that followed, a story of absorbing interest. To th 
lover of music, too, and also to those with a knoff' 
ledge of architecture, there are conversational dis­
courses scattered through the book that will aPPea 
to their sympathies, quite apart from the religl0° 
significance of the author’s main object.

The story opens with the figure of a weary» 
emaciated-looking traveller, at early dawn, on a col » 
bleak morning, waiting in front of the Cathedral 0 
Toledo, the mother-church of Spain,—waiting \° 
the opening of its doors and the appearance of ■ 
eoolesiastical functionaries at the early service. , 
the eyes of the few scattered worshipers who ha 
assembled, he presented the appearance of a hegSao

hhad be«»
f faiSabsent for many years from these scenes or 

ohildbood, had boon born in the precincts of 
saored edifice, and but for the caprice of Fortu 
might have spent his life repeating endless an“ 1J r. 
less prayers in the service of tho Cathedral. 
tured in the religious and mental atmosphere of ^

who had failed of a night’s lodging. But 
stranger to the plaoe. Gabriel Luna, who

Church, the long, long thoughts of youth «.•»*- a 
their associations were vividly revived as he ga J 
once more upon the beautiful architectural struo 

The Lunas from time immemorial had ^een.ueir 
gardeners of the Cathedral, and were proud of . 
humble but historic association with the institu 
Some of the ancestors of the Luna family had ®a  ̂
a fancy to go and fight the Moors, and had caPĈo0k 
castles and become lords. And although the 6 ^  
to whioh Gabriel’s father belonged had remaif1̂  it 
humble retainers in the service of the Catbed

tb0was bis proud boast to count as distant 
Pope Benedict XIII. and Don Pedro de Lnna, 
fifth Arohbishop of Toledo. , wjtb

When Gabriel was born, his mother affirm0 ¡d 
a blind faith that he was a living image of tbe^ ^gf 
Jesus that the Virgin of the Sagrario held 
arms. “  He looks like a saint,” his mo 
Tomaso, used to say to her friends ; “  vou sbo 
how seriously he says his prayers,

° thervl Q d «00
“ y°nGabneh^ fl£)0

become somebody; who knows if we may 0\i 
him a bishop?” In the imagination of ¡gbt 
father, who watched his early development, h  ̂ Bo 
oven aspire to one day become a Pop0- ,gf tb0 
doubtless he might if he had remained 00 
ecclesiastical shadow of the Cathedral. ast®0,;

When Gabriel was sent to sohool ho maa 
ishing progress with his lessons, and “ Silver ^ tet 
the old priest, looked upon him as a prodigy- » 
ho was presented to the Cardinal, who .̂ ftVtadi0S 
scholarship, so that he might continue his 0  ̂ tb
tho seminary gratuitously. And he mast
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Humanities, theology, canons, everything, with an 
0ase which surprised his masters. They compared 
0!ta to the Fathers of the Church, who had attracted 
Mention by their precocity. “ He is called to the 
palpit,” they said, in the Cathedral garden. “ He 
“as all the lire of the Apostles. He will become a 
oaint Bernard or a Bousset. Who can tell how far 
this youth will go, or where he will end ?” But these 
sanguine hopes were never realised. The breath of 
Rethought dispelled all such ecclesiastical dreams, 
and turned the budding Pope into a social revo 
mtionary.

There came a day when the mental peace of the 
Priests in the Cathedral was greatly perturbed by 
. 0 news from Madrid of the outbreak of a revolu- 
lQn, and the consequent peril of the Church. The 

Evolutionary mob had invaded and profaned the 
marches, and the priests were afraid to go about the 

8tre®tB in their cassocks for fear of being hooted 
at|d insulted. The Cathedral of Toledo contributed 
^ecretly its quota of younger members to fight the 
orces of infidelity. Gabriel, aloDg with his other 

accoinpli8hment8, had acquired in the seminary that 
Colesiastical sternness that turns the priest into a 

^a|-rior when the interests of the Church are at 
ake. Ancl although ho had never been away from 
0 Cathedral, the remembrance of the Archbishops 

Toledo, those brave ecclesiastical princes, im- 
lj,acable warriors against the infidels, fired his war- 

0 feelingp. And so one night he, too, without 
C(juainting his family of his intentions, fled from 

i ° e^° with a scapulary of the Heart of Jesus sewed 
o 0 bis waistcoat, and joined one of the insigni- 
c ,aut bands who were upholding the honor of the 
a ,Drcb by pillaging the country. Gabriel’s military 
Hat°r BUHored a severe check when he discovered the 
w and objects of the rabble of which the ranks 
th r pC?mPose *̂ Expeoting to find in the armies of 
e 0 Haith something akin to the ancient crusading 

Peaitionfl) he found them nothing but a lawless 
med mob, who, for the sake of women, wine, or 
nder, would shoot their leaders just as readily as 

0y would the enemy. But this disillusionment 
d its compensation in the knowledge that at 

they were fighting for the Church. On 
tej-erinK a town they would shout “  Long live 
Wo |Pn '" but on the slightest provocation they 
fcan ** cotnrnit the most heinous atrooities in the 
fck . 6 °f God and all the Saints, not omitting in 
in ,.r blthy oaths to swear by everything most sacred 
Sol0 ^  Bam° religion. The assault of Cuenca, the 

oV‘0t.0ry ^he campaign, made a deep impression 
Wet d0r'ebs memory ; when the knowledge that they 
^¡th i?a8 êrs the place drove these ruffians mad 
tke lust of pillage and of blood. Ho saw how 
iQg.^Shest of tho mountaineers destroyed in the 
si0aj at0 the apparatus of the Cabinet of Phy- 
fQr: Science, breaking it in pieces. They were 
aith ,1S these inventions of tho Evil One ; and 
thia°)D̂ b the seminarist was also delighted at all 

, ^ruction , it was with tho oalm and reflective 
tuatg • bred in tho seminary against all positive and 
reas ri.fH sciences. For the sum-total of Gabriel’s 
beiT„*.̂ lnS Waa that they came perilously near to tho 

^ lQQof God.
flriyg °n bbe war came to an end, the rebels were 
to „j d °ver the frontier, where they were compelled 
ofllgp 0 °P their arms to the French custom-house 
auxio"s’ Many availed themselves of the amnesty, 
tOQti 18 80 return to their own homes. But the daily 
War jj 0 Gabriel’s life had been broken ; during the 
a u6we b®<l tasted of worldly delights, and experienced 
hot dQa.nd delightful sense of freedom, and he was 
Hona Qflr° n8 °f returning immediately to the restrio- 
Spajjj Cathedral life. He had learnt already that 
°̂l®do no  ̂ ^be world, nor tho Cathedral of 

h>ateria] 0 Piv°b nPon whioh it moved. The 
Hon, j , 1 Progress, too, the refinement of civilisa- 
HraoCQ ° culture and well-being of the people of 
Abd v,, came to him as a great astonishment. 
ve*Ujh 110 could express himself fluently in 

’ 0 made his way to Paris, where a friendly 
°ourod him employment as a corrector of

proofs in a religious library close to Saint Sulpice. 
The attitude of Frenoh Catholicism to modern ideas 
he soon found to be vastly different to that which 
prevailed among the ecolesiastios of Spain. He 
noticed a certain humble shrinking in the repre­
sentatives of religion when they came face to faoe 
with science—a desire to please, not to be cen­
sorious, to help on with their sympathy any 
conciliatory solutions, so that dogma should not fall 
to the ground in the rapid march of events. Entire 
books were written by eminent priests with the view 
of adjusting and bringing into line the revelations of 
the holy books and the discoveries of modern science, 
even at the risk of doing some violence to the 
former. And with a fever of curiosity Gabriel 
wished to become acquainted with the mysterious 
perfume of that hated science which had so dis­
turbed God’s priests, and had made them deny 
indireotly the beliefs of nineteen centuries. For 
two years young Luna did little else but read; and, 
as the result, his faith in Catholicism as the only 
religion died completely. Losing his faith in dogma, 
he lost also, by inevitable logic, that belief in the 
monarchy whioh had driven him to fight in the 
mountains, and he understood clearly now the his­
tory of his country without prejudice of race. The 
foreign historians showed him the sad fate of Spain, 
arrested in the most critical period of her develop­
ment, when she was emerging young and strong 
during the most fertile period of the Middle Ages, 
by the fanaticism of priests and inquisitors and the 
folly of some of her kings. Those people who had 
broken with the Papaoy, who had turned their backs 
for ever on Rome, were far happier and more pros­
perous than that Spain which slept like a beggar at 
the door of the Churoh.

The mystery of faith which had held the mind of 
Gabriel captive was gradually dispelled by the light 
of science ; one by one his old traditional beliefs 
vanished until, with tho disappearance of that most 
tenacious superstition, an anthropomorphic Deity, 
not a shred of his former faith remained. He had 
journeyed from Romo to Rationalism. His allegi­
ance was transferred from faith to soience.

Gabriel then threw himself with all tho ardor of 
the enthusiast into tho social movement for the 
enlightenment and economio freedom of the masses, 
with whioh Continental Freethought has always been 
more or less allied. And in the rôle of sooial revolu­
tionary, advocating a state of society free from the 
domination of tyrants, priests, and kings, he visited 
most of the countries of Europe. After eight years 
of this wandering life, when the privations and 
persecutions which he suffered had told upon his 
health, he oonoeived a desire to return to his beloved 
Spain. He readied Barcelona just as the time 
there was an industrial riot, accompanied by some 
bomb-throwing ; and, although he was entirely inno­
cent of any knowledge or connection with the 
outbreak, he was seized, and suffered two years’ 
imprisonment in the fortress of Montjuich. It is 
after his release from prison, when he is a physical 
wreck, that we find him waiting outside the 
Cathedral of Toledo to claim the privilege of 
ending his remaining days in the bosom of his 
family.

The above is merely a brief outline of the intro­
duction to tho book ; the subject-matter of the 
history being concerned with Gabriel’s life and 
experiences after his return and his relations with 
the numerous ecolesiastioatics and dependents con­
nected with the Cathedral services. Two of the 
incidents reoorded may, perhaps, whet the appetite 
of the reader for a further acquaintance with this 
exceptional work. After his partial return to 
health, which was due to the careful nursing of 
his brother, an official of the Cathedral, Gabriel, 
having a knowledge of three or four languages, 
occasionally acted as interpreter to the foreign 
tourists who constantly came to see the Treasury 
and other curiosities connected with the Cathedral. 
This he did for his brother’s sake, on whose hospi­
tality he was depending.
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0 d 9 day a phlegmatic Englishman interrupted the 
interpreter:—

“ ‘ And have you not among all these things a feather 
from the wings of St. Michael ?’

No, senor, and it is a great pity,’ said Luna in a 
serious tone, 1 but you will probably find it in some 
other Cathedral; we cannot have everything here.’ ”

On another occasion, at the festival of Corpus, he 
was one of a company of ten who carried the plat­
form of the Sacrament through the streets. He 
was appointed to attend the look-out and guide the 
car during the procession, the unseen bearers 
beneath the platform following the directions he 
gave them. The ironical situation tickled him 
extremely, that he, of all men, with his round 
religious denials, should be the one to pilot the 
God of Catholicism through the devout crowd—an 
Atheist guiding the footsteps of God through the 
Spanish Jerusalem. There is something ludicrously 
funny in the thought of an Atheist guiding the 
footsteps of God !

To use a phrase of Mark Twain’s, I have read 
acres of fiction, good, bad, and indifferent. I have 
freely sampled Scott, and Dickens, and Hardy, and 
dipped into Hugo, and Balzac, and Anatole France. 
But, in the whole realm of fictional literature, I 
know of no work dealing so directly with the 
problems that are of such vital interest to Free­
thinkers, nor any that surpass, in the grandeur of 
its conceptions and the artistic treatment of its 
theme, The Shadow of the Cathedral.

Joseph Bryce.

Opinions.

“  For the worst opinion gotten for doing well, should 
delight us.” — Ben Jonson.

In Swinburne’s magnificent appreciation of Jonson, 
we had the good fortune to discover the pretty little 
gem quoted above. It arrested our eye, and the 
more we looked upon it, the more it scintillated and 
diffused tiny shafts of light from its splendid setting. 
Honest Ben may not have had the courageous con­
victions of his more outspoken contemporary, Kit 
Marlowe, but this may be explained by his extensive 
patronage from tho court of James I. His numer­
ous dramas, masques, and lyrics show a wonderful 
depth of knowledge, and their illustrious author 
must have observed, with his keen perception, the 
results of holding unpopular opinions. We may 
safely assume that opinions figured to a great extent 
in his duel with a fellow actor, and, therefore, he 
was fully aware of their attendant significance.

Opinions are like water lillies. They may be good, 
bad, or indifferent, but they indicate the place where 
their roots may be found. On tho surface of 
thought a ripple may send them this way or that 
way, but down in the river bottom of conviction 
they have their roots firmly fixed. If they draw 
their sustenance from the wrong kind of foundation 
then it is only by dredging that they can effectively 
bo uprooted. In this subterranean occupation the 
builders of rational thought have always suffered. 
The slime of abuse has always been flung at tho 
pioneers of reason, and the lives of Paine and 
Bradlaugh prove that the wheel of progress takes its 
toll a9 relentlessly as the sea.

It is laughable to notice with what vigor the 
pugnacious Christian assails the opinions of the 
Freethinker, who, with his innate modesty, only 
asserts the right to live rationally.

Brass bands and churoh organs, though respec­
tively useful and ornamental, are the vulgar weapons 
of a creed whose faith lives on noise at the expense 
of truth. That is a Freethinker’s opinion. The 
difference between a faith and philosophy is noise. 
Therefore, as noise and distraction cannot be 
nourished from the foundations of reason, the Free­
thinker will have none of i t ; the roots of faith find 
their sustenance in that bottomless abyss of absur­
dity—the Athanasian Creed. For daring to dispense

with all these external symbolisms there awaits the 
saintly gauntlet of slander. If the disbeliever 
escapes the charge of wife-beater he is proved to be 
an evil liver. Thus bad begins, but worse will 
follow ; he may, in the final stages of humiliation, he 
converted to what is sloppily termed the faith 
learned at his mother’s knee.

Opinions are the outriders of conviction, and con- 
viotion based on knowledge, instead of speculation, 
marches like a well disciplined army, against which 
superstition cannot stand. Instead of a small, in­
significant territory adjoining the Mediterranean 
Sea, the Freethinker chooses the world for bis 
school, and natural philosophy for his teacher. 
With his mind fettered by no despotio creed he can 
absorb the wisdom from Homer down to Anatoie 
France. And with a freedom denied to the orthodox 
he may garner the golden grain from those wise 
philosophers who were content with one life at a 
time.

A Freethinker’s opinions have never yet been so 
depraved as to require a human saorifioo for their 
existence; neither have they closed the eyes °* 
helpless children and taught them by one father at 
home to bleat a prayer to another in heaven. They 
have not caused the knee to bend, and thus destroy 
at the outset the spirit of independence in a youtbfo1 
mind. They have not placed together in an attitude 
of prayer and helplessness two tiny baby hands 
which should only clap together with joy an. 
delight. They have not condoned the blaok mag10 
of those whom Nietzsche described as “  Poisoner», 
whether they know it or not.” All these aro what a 
Freethinker’s opinions have not caused, and deep 
down in the earth of reason and common sense they 
have their roots nourished and sustained by th 
sound teachings of men who enriohed the world by 
their lives. _

Freethinkers do not form the feather-bed majority 
of mankind ; the rose-strewn path of Christian con­
formity does not appeal to those who will  ̂no 
sacrifice truth at tho altar of hypocrisy. The1 
opinions bring them no fierce eostasy of emotion, 
but, if they aro exempt from these peculiar advan 
tages of faith, they at least can face the 
problem called life, with a mind freed from unbealt y 
and unnatural fears. And what are the rewards to 
a life of battle and turmoil against the insidjo 
forces of superstition ? Is it not noble to saori'1 
the easy, slothful, Christian attitude for the 8̂ or^ 0 
and more truthful one? What can comfort t 
declining days of life better than the knowledge  ̂
dedicated service to humanity ? He would be 
churl indeed who could hoar a child’s merry 
or look into wide eyes of babyish candor, and & 
rejoice in the knowledge that truth had made 
free to annihilate the evil influences which 
rendered his own youth one sad round of o?e> 
terror. To posterity the Freethinker turns his ey 
There is the land of promise. In that fair land ^  
children play in happy freedom from ghostly  ̂
barbarism, from tales which, in their very cru 
prove that man has risen.

These are a few of the compensations 
derived from unpopular opinions. And, as a

bio1
bad

to be

thinker knows that death is as natural as
pree-

life, b®
backmay, when the Reaper approaches, look 

no vain regrets on those days when he 
truth, and, by so doing, smoothed the p 
lightened the burden of those who follow bins-

J. W. REPT°N’

% ht.S

DRIVEN MAD BY EVANGELIST. 
As tho result of a religious spell under which 

put by an itinerant evangelist whoso strong_ __________  ___ ____ flMWWW __ _ o$u
heralding tho second coming of Christ, Mr. and 
Bolton, well known people of Rincon Valley,

-d#B
ne*'

Rosa, Cal., are both insano. Bolton became so viols0*.
ho was hurriedly taken to tho Napa Asylum, and h* | gbe 
strapped down in a local hospital". It is believed v
can bo restored. They have two children. Mrs. 
a talented vocalist.
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Acid Drops.

belling an ounce of tobacco, or a packet of cigarettes, or 
a working man’s twopenny laranaga, on a Sunday is a 
dreadful crime in the eyes of the Rev. J. Davison Brown, 
resident of the Wolverhampton Free Church Council, 

selling religion on Sunday is all right. Mr. Brown and all 
eis clerical colleagues do that every Sunday of their lives, 

or how can it make any difference whether they take money 
or seats in their churches every time they are open for 

. lvine worship plus a sermon, or take the money quarterly 
ln the shape of pew-rent ? Messrs. Brown & Co., religion 
merchants, Wolverhampton, know that their business is in 
a parlous condition; they therefore want the Sunday all to 
oemselves; nobody else must be allowed to trade on that 
a? > not even tobacconists, newsvendors, and the vendors 
? ,!°lhp°ps that delight the heart, and other organs, of 
midhood. Shall a young fellow buy his girl a packet of 
 ̂ colate on Sunday ? Perish the very thought. Let him 

1 Qy *hem on Saturday, even at the risk of her inquiring if 
e bought them on the hire system. Better do that than 
cur tjjQ ¡j0jy anger 0f j j ev_ j_ Davison Brown, who 

a Is upon the Watch Committee to stop all Sunday trading, 
, d thus preserve “  the English Sabbath,”  which, as every 
°dy knows, is the secret of England’s greatness.

br*?u ®rown repudiates the idea that he and his clerical 
^ethren are moved by commercial motives. All they want, 
Sn jays’ *s 4be 8ood ° 4 *be people. They wish to keep 

nday aB a 0£ reg£ . although it happens to be the 
a , °'Pal working-day in the week for the priests, parsons, 
" r Pr,eachers themselves. What these gentlemen mean by 
a sth " *8 Bta8nation— w*th *he right to go to a gospel-shop 
>Qd a °De break in the people's monotony. Mr. Brown, 
his6f  ’ ^as 4be hardihood to say— though it discounts all 
for abou4 “  rest ” — that the Sabbath was “  made
Sa j'S iou s worship.”  He is talking nonsense. We don't 
at)̂  hnows it, for there is no limit nowadays to the ignor- 
Wap)0 °* hnow-all men of God. The weekly day of rest 
fbe t  Soc‘al device originally. It was intended to prevent 
Soil! i 0 P°Pulation from wearing out. But the priesthood 

uPon it, as they seized upon everything they could.
4°*d 4bo P6°pf° that the only wise, safo, and profitable 

tijey . spending tbo weekly day of rost was “ attending to 
tJijj^^mistrations of religion." Mr. Brown says the same 
fliat!“n0VV' And be sbowfl his hand still further by deploring 
Brow’ °n.° ° 4 the most serious features of modern life is the 
ln6a mR frreligion of the young.” If that isn’t stopped it 
a°t J* ru*u ° f Messrs. Brown & Co.’s business. Wo do 
W0,v Oaae* that he calls upon all his fellow directors in tho 
,acrcl at?Pt°n Branch to be up and doing to conserve their 
rivait ,PrivilegCB- No Sunday opposition! No Sabbath 
Up yI Tho Wolvorhampton Watch Committeo are called 
“ (a„ „ w®go war agaiuBt Sunday sweets and Sunday 
shop u -̂,et them watch over the interests of the gospol- 
tauSj. ®eP0rB- And tho way to do that is simple. “  They 

closing,”  as Mr. Brown says, “ ono of tho 
80&t planks of tho political platform."

free ^ ° rd ‘n conclusion. Mr. Brown claims tho right of 
feel prett ’ ®ood I Wo support him in that—though wo 
Port t* confident that he wouldn't oxtond tho samo sup­
ping ,-J*" ho might reflect that other pooplo havo the
Mtp *.*®b4 4o froo action. As long as thoy don't interfere 

8° the equal right of free action in others, they are entitled 
least 0«10l5 ovvu way without consulting anybody elso— and 

a*l the mombors of Froe Church Councils.

Ther0
Affair ar° somo good comments on this Wolvorhampton 
fe se6 0 nday Chronicle. Wo are surprised, however,
®t°*ecnt * lively contemporary announcing that “  you cannot 
nostra*? People into piety, or promoto religion by the aid of 
ijfligion \ H ^1* yea you can— if you do it thoroughly. 
‘Oe ia(.e ' as always been promoted in that very way. As 
e ^ ¡ h e  r' ’I“ 84'00 Stephen onco remarked in a prominent 
^ S t i n n aInJl° ’ reH« ion was never established without 
» ^  to p a"  4bo terrors of this world as well as of tho 
.genCjQs °tte. Faith, Fraud, and Fear are its three great 
1 applies n ar comes lo-Bt, but it is the most efficacious, for 

a*l the deficiencies of Faith and Fraud.
p Sopja
tp^ces ^ .« P ^ n t s  have been raised that those Picture 
p.a4 they arn allowed to open on Sunday, on condition 

out of°Iute a11 4boir Profi4s to charity, are making 
t ^ l d  bo aol bas>eess. We are not surprised that this 
dê T*6 Pron!.-a? d Wo do not seo that a“ y blamo ia attaching 

^ h d  for t h ° 18 o£ 4bo exhibitions. There must bo a 
shows, or tho publio would not attend. No

objection has been raised to tho character of the pictures, 
and it is simply monstrous that any Council should dictate 
to anyone pursuing a legitimate business to what purpose 
the profits should be applied. It is all an exhibition of 
bigoted Sabbatarianism and shady Christian morality. If 
these places ought not to be opened, it follows that local 
governing bodies are sanctioning wrong for the sake of a few 
thousand pounds. And if there is no reasonable objection 
to the exhibitions, devoting the profits to charities is nothing 
less than a system of blackmail. It is even more objec­
tionable than the newspaper accounts of the police blackmail 
of America. An obvious and admitted wrong is compara­
tively innocuous when compared with a wrong done in the 
name of public and private morality.

There is one good thing about Sabbatarianism. It is 
nothing to what it used to be. In 1862 powers were 
obtained by Cambridge University compelling the Great 
Eastern Railway not to take up or set down passengers at 
Cambridge Station, or at any place within three miles 
thereof, between 10 a.m. and 5 p m., on any Sunday, under 
a penalty of £5 per passenger. That monstrous Act was 
not repealed till 1908. ____

“  When tho Bible was translated into Japanese an equi­
valent to the word ‘ baptise ’ could not be found, and the 
word 1 soak ’ had to be used instead. So that Japanese 
Biblical students are acquainted with a person named 1 John 
the Soaker,’ and with a doctrine of ‘ soaking for remission 
of sins.’ In that case the mistranslation is due to inade­
quacy of language. It is oftener due to ignorance. A 
schoolboy once rendered ‘ Miserere, Domine I’ into ‘ Oh, 
heart-broken schoolmaster!’ And another recovered from 
German the text, 1 The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh 
is weak ’ in tho form, ‘ The ghost, of course, is ready, but 
the meat is feeble.’ ” — Daily Chronicle (August 14).

“  John the Soaker ”  is good, but there is something still 
better (or worse) in an older story. An English missionary 
in China translated the New Testament—or rather the Fonr 
Gospels—into the special dialect of the district in which he 
was working. They had no word for “ God," so ho adopted 
what he considered the nearest paraphrase. It was a bad 
misfit, but the Chinese were too polite to upset him by 
calling his attention to it. They smiled—inwardly. Imagine 
tho shock he suffered when ho found out that, for twelve 
months or more, ho had been preaching “  Stinking Fish.”

Tho Salvation Army reports that during its twenty-one 
years of existence, the Hadleigh Farm Colony has received 
6,870 men. Of this number, 1,553 were dismissed as useless 
or unsuitable. Taking these figures for granted, one is 
curious about tho 1,558. Those retained, ono may safoly 
presumo from what is known of the Salvation Army’s 
methods, wore such as it paid tho Army to keep. Tho 
balanco wore thrown back upon society, to sink or swim, as 
the caso might bo. But the Salvation Army schemo was 
floated and subscribed to save the “  submerged tonth." If 
tho Army is simply to select from tho poor such as can be 
turned into profitable servants, it obviously loaves tho pro­
blem it claimod to deal with untouched. The 6,870 entrances, 
with its not residuo of 5 317, looks imposing; but as this 
only averages just over 250 per year, it comes a long way 
off tho results promisod, and is a poor return for the monoy 
expended. Moreover, a largo number of this 5,817 did not 
belong to tho '• submerged tenth ”  at all. Many were 
ordinary working men, temporarily out of employment, and 
somo were actually paid for by such agencies as the Mansion 
House Fund.

Tho Methodist Missionary Society roports that in Spain 
and Portugal tho revolt from Papal domination has not 
boon entirely helpful to Protestantism. This is only another 
way of saying that when people shake off Roman Catholicism 
they, in the vast majority of cases, become Freethinkers. 
This is what we have always said does result, and all history 
supports this viow. When there is a fair field, ex-Catholics 
do not become Protestants. Protestantism was established 
by force in evory country in Europe; and once established, 
as in England, it offers social inducements to many to join 
its ranks. But in a country where Roman Catholicism is, 
or lias been recently established, no such inducement 
exists, and matters pursue a more natural course. More­
over, the idoa that Protestantism can beat Catholicism in a 
fair encounter is absurd. It has never done this, and never 
will do it. People break away from Catholicism owing to 
causes that reach far beyond Protestantism. And the forces 
that sap tho strength of the older Church undermine the 
foundations of all forms of religious belief.
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The Bishop of Manchester has been delivering a coarse of 
sermons in Blackpool on the message of Christ to an age of 
unrest. He thinks that no good can be done by strikes and 
lock-outs, and, as an illustration, asserts that slavery only 
died out because the owners were convinced that it was not 
righteous and was contrary to the principle of Christian 
brotherhood. This is history as understood by a Christian 
Bishop. As a mere matter of fact, we may point out that 
slavery was never abandoned by any Christian country 
while it was profitable to maintain it. Black slavery—that 
is, the modern Christian slavery— was instituted by Chris­
tians purely for purposes of gain, and the owners held to the 
institution so long as they could. And in England, instead 
of the owners surrendering their slaves because they 
found holding them contrary to Christian brotherhood, they 
actually defended the practice on Scriptural grounds, and 
claimed that it enabled them to briDg the blacks under the 
influence of the Gospel. The Bishop must surely have 
forgotten that England actually paid twenty millions 
sterling as compensation to the slave owners.

Christian charity still prevails at Belfast. Tom Hood, in 
his great “  Song of the Shirt,” bewailed “  the rarity of 
Christian charity under the sun.”  He didn’t know Belfast.

Three “  blasphemers ”  during the present year have had 
ten months’ imprisonment between them. Practically they 
were punished for “ insulting language ”  concerning religion, 
and thus “  offending the susceptibilities ” of Christian people. 
How rarely are Christians prosecuted for the same offence 
— minus the ridiculous and hypocritical charge of “  blas­
phemy ” —and how lightly are they sentenced! George 
Owen Carroll, aged sixty, a Methodist preacher, was charged 
at Marlborough-street Police Court, on Saturday, August 12, 
with having used “ insulting words and behavior ”  in Hyde 
Park, and was fined 7s. 6d., with the alternative of five days’ 
imprisonment. Five days for the Christian. About a hun­
dred days each for the Freethinkers. The figures tell their 
own tale.

Ructions have occurred in Wellington Square, Calcutta, 
between Mohammedans and Christians. Missionaries 
preached against Mohammedanism and stirred up the 
ill-feeling of the crowd, which led to a breach of the 
peace. According to English analogy, the missionaries 
should have been arrested and punished— for that is what 
is done when Christians here are “  insulted ”  by hostile 
remarks on their faith. But it is different in Calcutta— or 
rather it is really the same at bottom, as the Christians hold 
the reins of power at both places. The Mohammedans were 
arrested fcr being annoyed by the Christian missionaries. 
The argument in favor of the Blasphemy Laws in England 
is thus reversed in India. The feelings of the majority 
must be respected here. The feelings of the minority must 
be respected over there, whilo the feeliDgs of the majority 
count for nothing. Tho Christian motto with rospect to 
other religionists or no religionists is “  heads we win, tails 
you lose.”

Lancaster Parish Church has had to be closed. Male 
visitors sometimes smoked— perhaps as a disinfectant. Some 
of them kept their hats on. Femalo visitors, on the other 
hand, were often bareheaded. It didn’t please the vicar and 
wardens either way. So the church is now closed to visitors 
altogether, and tho result will be—nothing.

The British and Foreign Bible Society boasts of having 
circulated 7,394,523 copies of the whole or portions of the 
Bible daring the past twelve months. It would have been 
more to the point if one—only one— proof of the inspiration 
of the Bible had been produced in tho same period.

Burying Freethinkers like Christians doesn't seem to bo 
as easy a job in some places as it is in England. There was 
quite a riot the other day at Arbon, on Lak9 Constance, 
when the priest at the cemetery tried to bury with religious 
rites a young Italian Socialist who had been killed in a 
factory and was well known to be an Atheist. A number of 
his comrades entered the cemetery, drove the priest and his 
assistants away, and then buried him themselves, filling up 
the grave and leaving everything in order. The papers 
state that " two of the ringleaders were arrested.” Two 
ringleaders in common honesty.

That ambitious cleric, the Bishop of the Sandwich Islands 
(No, no 1 That's wrong; it is the P’alkland Isles), has been 
soliciting the British public for the sum of .£100,000. That's 
all. It is a very modest figure. But the British public, 
which is gulled very easily, hasn't risen to this bait. I£

didn’t even rise when the right reverend gentleman took 
advantage of the Peru rubber horrors to bait his hook afresh. 
The subscription only realised ¿£6,150 altogether. There­
upon “  L. F. Falkland Isles ”  hit upon the plan of threaten­
ing the British public that if he didn’t receive “  an adequate 
response by the end of next month ”  he would throw up his 
bishopric. This terrible threat is expected to make the 
British public squirm— and shell out. Well, we shall see. 
In the meantime we suggest that if this episcopal collector 
of ready cash has to keep his word, he might do worse than 
go to an evening class and learn how to write English* 
Look at this sentence from the last begging letter he induced 
the newspapers to publish for him :—

“  Even now I almost refuse to believe that, with over one 
hundred million pounds of British capital invested in Western 
South Amerioa, this country will not, even at this late hour, 
acknowledge the claim upon them, and subscribe the com­
paratively small sum of £100,000, one-eightieth part of the 
annual income which comes to these shores, for the religi008’ 
educational, and medical work which is clamoring to be 
done, and which would be so enormously beneficial both to 
our countrymen working on those coasts and those among8“ 
whom they dwell.”

We should be ashamed to print such a sentence in our own 
pages. “ Even now ”  and “ this late hour”  are sheer 
tautology. “  This country ”  should not have the pronoun 
“  them ” thrust upon it. And work “  clamoring to be done 
is a ludicrous confusion. It reminds us of the classic:—

“  If you’d seen these roads before they were made 
You’d lift up your hands and bless General Wade.”

We wonder if the right reverend gentleman is Irish.

The earthquake in Turkoy turns out to be far worse than 
we thought. We forgot to lay stress on the last word in the 
text “ He doeth all things well." It was really a very fi00 
performance. The deaths, the injuries, the miseries, a00 
tho devastations, wero such as “  Providence ”  need not b0 
ashamed of. But the sufferers are only Turks, so we don t 
see any relief fund started in the (Christian) newspaper0.

“ Providence" worked up a nice storm off the norther 
coast of Spain about the middlo of August. This also w» 
a thorough success. Fifty fishing smacks were l08' 
“ Praise God from whom all blessings flow.”

“ I hope God will forgive me." This pious sentence ^  
found in a letter pinned inside tho hat of Emily S e a r le , . - 
committed suicide by jumping into the sea, her body 00 , 
found off Lord Dorchester's Pier at Cowes. Not an Athe 
anyhow.

Robert Hicks Murray, who mado a cloan swoep 0 
family at Eastbourno, and then committed suicide, £flS0( 
note in a little silver vase in tho outrance hall of the b1 , , j0 (j  

which read thus : “  I am absolutely ruined. I have ^  ,< 
all dependent on me. Bury us together. God help 
This was not an Atheist either.

The Kalcm Oriental Company of Now York has 8P̂ gg 
£12,000 in producing cinematograph films depicting sC y ’’ 
in the Life of Christ. We are told that “  historic i'j
has been sought—just as though there were any hist J A 
it at all. One “  historic " blunder, we see, is r0P' 
Christ is depicted carrying the cross to Calvary. 
only the cross piece that the condemned man carried «“ ag 
placo of execution—and that rather as an indignity ’ • It 
a burden. The upright part of tho cross was a flX tfie 
is stated that this series of pictures, which ends a0J

it w»8Tried to tb0

Crucifixion—though it ought to includo the Resurrec > 
Ascension— begins with the life of Mary before 8 #rt 
espoused to Joseph. But the critical and intern8“10̂  ^  
occurs after she sho was espoused to Joseph. D »nd 
tho visit of Gabriel, who, according to the Iv°r j^pd- 
oriental tradition, appeared to Mary in the form or Djgbti
some young man of twenty-five, in her bedroom p9ren, 
and foretold that sho would havo a baby wb°7 .,ry tba* 
was tho Holy Ghost. Ho seems to havo satisfied j“  , 
the “  baby ” part of tho prophecy would bo it“ “  ff;ll b0 
wo don’t supposo that this romantic inciden »fter 
included in tho two hours' entertainmont prom1 
Christmas. j

Mr. J. M. Robertson suggests that the New Tcst® opl0 
fn H7 gv 7 " r \ 0f tbe rell'g‘ ous plays presented to the P 
in the Middle Ages. We shall now see the New 
story resolved back into a series of religious play«; 
odd—!s it not ? Tho serpent’s head and tail meetioS °
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements

(Lectures suspended until September.)

To Correspondents.

President's H onorarium F und, 1912.—Previously acknowledged, 
£182 6s. lid , Received since :—A. H. Deacon, 2s. 6d.

(8. Africa).—We were promised an article on Secular 
Education in Holland by a competent writer on the Bubject, 
out we have not received it yet. Mr. Heaford will perhaps 
take your hint and deal with the continuation of Ferrer’s work 
e'nce his property was released for the use of his heirs and
executor8.

'toRN L atham.—Your “ confidential”  letter is duly to hand and 
■ts contents are noted. We shall be writing you very shortly 
on the subjeot of your previous letter, which has had our full 
consideration. Thanks for the 8. African cuttings,
E- Dcplay.— We have listened to a lot of advice in our time> 

and little of it was ever useful. If we took up every “  im­
portant cause”  which any of our readers are interested in. 
'nstead of confining the Freethinker to its own special objects, 
'~"well. it would be a paper 1 But it wouldn’ t be so long Free- 
‘nought doesn't mean that somebody else ought to find yon a 
Public. It respects your liberty to find one for yourself. That 
18 a'l Your chaotic epistles would be of no interest to our 
t9aders, and we have no space to waste.

W A ̂ AvgR.—Thaoks for your trouble, but the pages of pious 
reams in the Christian Herald are not, to our mind, amusing, 

“nt simply silly. It is a sad reflection that thousands of people 
relish suoh mental pabulum. Such is the effect of orthodox 
Christianity on the minds with a natural tendency to super- 
stition.
’ Wickham.—Pleased to hear you have been reading tlio 
*rcethinker bo many years with nndiminished interest, and 

^  nat it is doing good among the working-men in your district.
j  ' E- Ball.— Much obliged for cuttings.
^ Eomkiks.—See paragraph. Thanks.

°N Dale.—We believe it will be just as you say. But that 
oesn’t perturb us. Our object was not personal. Thanks for 

y°«r note.
' 'E' 8haw.— You will see we havo dealt with tho matter.
' ^V.r.aoN.—Yes. tho Roman Catholic religion was the State 

cligion of France, and levies upon tho people were made for 
a support. A change camo in with the French Revolution, 

lhe Catholic Church was set up again by Napoleon, though 
a° ‘ quite in the old way. Prior to the Separation of Church 
8t t ^tate undo: the Act passed some seven years ago, the 
RlltL a salary to all tho parish priests in France and to 

j, tho “  regular ” clergy of whatever grade.
j '  ^Drk® —Yes, the enclosures are interesting.

rnoMr ND' ~ ^ e aro K'ad to hear that thero wero throe special 
p Pe" n8s for Freethinkers at the Esperanto Congress, and that 
^°'essor Bourlay, of Paris, in his atheistic speech, informed
Inn tnembers how necessary it is to 

kBrsoll, Paine, and Voltaire.
translate tho works of^ 4Rt Graham.—See paragraph. Thanks.

i ■ Wilson.—We cannot undertake to criticiseWiioh verses on

E.B correspondents would like our opinion.

as to tho false
^ ■' ^our cuttings are always welcomo.

SennB̂ °N— The point you havo discovered 
jp jj a °8y Jesus is a very old one. 
p ^ 4i,st*ad.—Sorry to hear it.

cODv*'»Z— Very pleased to hear from you. Thanks also for 
Gossi >iycmr Pamphlet, which we shall notice in “ Literary

w. s lp' '
are* — We "ever heard of the matter you refer to. There
mar, “torio caaos of tho Papacy granting dispensations to 

T q y*na  way that would otherwise be illegitimate.
tnbch^hanks for tho reference, but the review doesn’ t promise 

A. lj 'Merest in the novel for us. 
think! * * , writos : “  I ’ ve been a constant reader of the Free- 
8itipu ■ or about ten years, and I should not like to mids a -n i»18 issue." j

*V r;!Drl4R Society, L imited, office is at 2 Newcastle-street 
jJ ^ n -m r e e t  E.C.

Farr,**1 jtUt‘ S ecular S ociety's office is at 2 Newcastle-street, 
t” 8d°n-atreet, E.C.

with 8eo8eirViC68 ot tbe National Seoular 8ociety in connection 
8hou|(j , " ar Burial Servioid aro required, all communications 

8 a^^rC8sed to the secretary, Miss E. M. Vance.
r 3 ^Wcalii110 Editor of the Freethinker should be addroseed to 
1<*0T(,»e n 6 8treot'’ Farringdon-strcet, E.C.

8tteet, j ’° p 0*R mt>8t roach 2 Newoastle-stroet, Farringdon- 
, 8®rted by ®r8t P°at Tuesday, or they will not be
SI*N"bs
ai&tking o 8end us newspapers would enhance the favor by 

10 Passages to whioh they wish us to call attention.

Orders for literature should be sent to the Shop Manager of the 
Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E .C ., 
and not to the Editor

Persons remitting for literature by stamps ar e specially requested 
to send halfpenny stamps

T he Freethinker will be forwarded direct from the publishing
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid:—One year, 
10s. 6d .; half year, 5s. 3d.; three months, 2s. 8d.

Sugar Plums.

The American Freethought Tract Society was incorpo­
rated on July 11, 1912, with Mr. G. M. Macdonald as Pre­
sident, Mr. J. F. Morton as Secretary, and Mr. James A. 
Conway as Treasurer. Its object is to print and circulate 
cheap literature “ appealing to believers and instructing 
them regarding the unsubstantial nature of their faith, and 
showing them that Freetbought is the better way.”  Money 
has already been donated to this Society, which is expected 
to gain the support of the wealthier Freethinkers, who are 
able to give dollars, if nothing else, to the Freethought 
movement. The office of this Society is at 62 Vesey-street, 
New York City—the publishing office of the Truthseeker. 
The first tract issued, to the number of 30,000 copies, is 
“  Why Bo Good (Without Fear of Hell or Hope of Heaven) ? 
The Answer of Freethought.”  The writer is " G. W. Foote, 
editor of the London Freethinker,'' and it is described as 
“ an admirable presentation of the subject, giving a most 
satisfying and convincing answer to the first question that 
presents itself to the doubting mind." We appreciate the 
compliment paid us in selecting something of ours to start 
the work of the American Freethought Tract Society.

Mr. Cohen, who has been holidaying in Wales, resumes 
platform work to-day (Aug. 25) with two (afternoon and 
evening) lectures in Victoria Park. His East-end friends 
will be glad of the opportunity of hearing him again.

“  A fortnight ago,” a valued subscriber writes, “  a friend 
was sitting in a wood reading the Freethinker and the 
Malthusian; a couple of ladies (strangers) were near and 
caught eight of the titles of the papers and asked for them. 
My friend presented both copies to tho strangers. I hope 
that in this case also tho seed has fallen on good soil.”  Wo 
hopo so too. This correspondent has himself been the 
means of introducing the Freethinker to several persons 
who havo become regular readers.

The Northern Tour, under tho New Propagandist Scheme 
of the Secular Society, Ltd., is still going on well. A good 
many towns have boon visited during the last ton or twelve 
days. Mr. Jackson, the lecturer, has been nearly washed 
away by the recent floods, and Mr. Gott, tho literature seller 
and organiser, doesn't want to seo any more rain during 
1912—and not too much afterwards. Thoy visited Bolton 
on Sunday. “  In spite of tho weather,”  Mr. Gott writes, 
“  wo did well. Tho people stood in the rain till many were 
soaked, and the literaturo was handed to the customers 
dripping wot. We got names and addresses of a number of 
people anxious to form a Branch of the N. S. S." The 
secretary pro tern, is Mr. Noah Birtles, 31 Bridgman-street, 
Bolton. Mrs. Mellows, CO Bridge-street, who owns a fine 
cafó, has offered the new Branch one of her best room» free 
of cost for committee and small meetings.

On Monday night Mr. Jackson and Mr. Gott vitited Hyde, 
whore there has been a lot of bigoted talk about stopping 
addresses in tho Market Place “ attacking religion." One 
sapient councillor was good enough to say that as they spent 
so much money on religion they wero not going to “  see it 
criticised ”  and shown up. “  Permits ” have to bo got now 
boforo any addresses whatever can be delivered in the 
Market Placo; even then tho users of such permits are 
barred from "  making an attaek on religion ” — in other 
words, thoy mustn’t talk Freethought. Mr. Jackson got a 
“  permit ”  and lectured on “  Free Thought, Free Speech, 
and Blasphemy." Tbo meeting was large and orderly, and 
thero was a good sale of literature. Mr. Jackson’s promiso 
to roturn was loudly applauded.

The salo of the Freethinker at these Northern Tour 
meetings is, of courso, a good advertisement of it—though 
what will como of tho advertisement remains to be seen. 
But wo wish to correct tho impression that wo aro deriving 
a considerable profit from such sale. We aro supplying the 
Freethinker for this purpose at a price largely below the 
lowest trade rato; very little, in fact, above the bare cost of 
production—that is to say, tho paper and machining.
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Dolet: The Freethought Martyr.—IY.

(Continued from p. 525.)
He had removed to the Rue Merciere, the Pater­
noster-row of Lyons, where he had printed the 
poems of Marot and the Gargantua of Rabelais. 
That was bad enoogh, but he did still worse. He 
printed the Manuel du Chevalier Chrestien, by poor 
Louis Berquin who got burnt to death for heresy. 
He even printed the New Testament in French, and 
several other religious works which were all filled, as 
the sentence on their printer and editor declared, 
with “  damnable and pernicious heresies.” All the 
incriminated books issued from his press in the first 
half of 1542, which shows an extraordinary lack of 
caution. As Mr. Christie says, “  he rushed into the 
lion’s mouth with his eyes open.”  His prosecution 
on the capital charge of heresy was decided on, and 
“ to make his conviction and destruction more sure, 
the aid of the most terrible tribunal which the 
world has seen was invoked, and the court which 
assembled for his trial was presided over by the 
Inquisitor-General.”

The Inquisition had practised infinite cruelty in 
France as well as in Spain. The vilest fiends could 
not have excelled the ingenious tortures it devised 
and inflicted on heretics. We have already described 
the horrible strappado ; but we must find room for a 
few more delicacies from its hellish menu. The 
official code of the Inquisition, the fifth edition of 
which appeared in 1730, states that it is for the 
soul’s health of the victim that his feet should not 
only be burnt, but first well steeped in lard. Another 
volume by the Inquisitor at Pavia and Piacenza, 
published at Venice in 1583, adds a new torture to 
the old tickling of the heretic’s feet. Salt is to be 
first rubbed in, and then the feet are to bo licked by 
a goat, in order to render the torment more exquisite ! 
Dolet could expect little mercy from devils like 
these.

The Inquisition’s public proseoutor collected matter 
for his indictment, and after his house and shop had 
been ransacked and his books seized, he was formally 
oharged with heresy. The old offences for whioh he 
had been previously condemned were again cited; a 
long list of books ho had published containing here­
tical passages wa3 drawn up ; and it was alleged that 
“  he had eaten flesh in Lent and other prohibited 
times, that he had walked about during the Mass, 
and lastly that in his writings he seemed to doubt 
the immortality of the soul.”

The trial lasted until October. All kinds of hear­
say evidence wore received against him, and ho was 
himself submitted to examination. He defended 
himself as an obedient son of the Church, but it was 
of no avail, and on October 2 he was condemned as 
a heretio, and sentenced to be burnt at the stake.

Dolet at once appealed to the Parliament of Paris. 
On October 7 the King remitted the case to tho 
Grand Council, and the effect of this was to ensure 
a delay. In the month of June, 1543, the appeal 
was again remitted to the Parliament, and Dolet was 
brought from his prison at Lyons to another at 
Paris. Fortunately he had a friend in Pierre 
Duebiltel, the King’s reader, who personally and 
warmly urged his cause, and succeeded in procuring 
the royal pardon. After some further delay Dolet 
was liberated. Dnohátel was censured by the 
Cardinal de Tournon, the most powerful man in 
France, for his interference on behalf of “ an 
Atheist” ; but he proudly retorted “ in accusing me 
of forgetting my duty as a bishop it is you who 
forget your own. I have spoken aB a bishop, you are 
acting as an executioner.”

Released from prison, Dolet returned to tho bosom 
of his family and to his literary avocations. He 
fancied all was well, but his enemies were still on 
his track. Early in January, 1514, they put his name 
on two large packets of prohibited books. The ruse 
succeeded. The matter was brought before the 
Parliament, and on the Gth of the same month ho

was arrested in the midst of his family and friends. 
Three days after he escaped from prison and fled to 
Piedmont, where he remained concealed for some 
months. In his absence a grand auto-da-fe was made 
of his books at Notre Dame, the great bell tolling) 
and the trumpet proclaiming that all printers of 
such works would be punished as heretics.

In his Piedmont retreat Dolet prepared a series of 
poems on his imprisonment, called Le Second Enftf 
—the Second Hell. To publish this, and to embrace 
once more his wife and son, he made his way back to 
Lyons. There he had the Second Enfer printed with 
two dialogues, Axiochus, then falsely attributed to 
Plato. This very volume cost him his life. Three 
words in one of the dialogues soon after constituted 
one of the capital charges against him. Mr. Christie 
says that some of the verses are of considerable 
merit, and are written in “  a pathetic and elevated 
tone, full of lofty and noble sentiments.”  One epistle 
to the King is very outspoken. He calls on Francis 
to turn against those enemies of virtue who sought 
to annihilate before his face all good men and lovers 
of learning. It is of this epistle that M. Aim0 
Martin, the great historian, writes :—

“  These verses as verses are far from admirable; b«" 
what elevation, what courage there is in the sentiments 
they proclaim 1 Thus to attack face to face tho enemie0 
of humanity, to throw light into the hearts of kings, to 
teach them that which no one dares to say to them, but 
which they have so much interest in knowing— namely, 
that they should make their glory repose on the bopp1' 
ness and intelligence of their people, to do that to-day, 
would bo to deserve well of mankind, to do that in 
thoso days of superstition was to devote oneself to 
death.”

Dolet set out with his volume for the royal camp> 
intending to present it to the king. But at Troy00 
he was arrested and conveyed to Paris, where he 
tried for heresy in tho Chambre Ardente, befor 
Pierre Lizet, the first President. ,

As this man sentenced Dolet to death we pause ® 
describe his character. He was a zealous hunter 0 
heretios and had sent many to the stake. He busie 
himself in the prosecution of poor young Morin, w 
printed Des Periers’ Cymbalum Mundi, and bastene 
the death of Louis Berquin. He kept a bookseller1 
his pay, one Andre, to discover and betray the sell0 
and buyers of heretical books. Although he pr,d 
himself on his learning, his Latin was so barbare 
that one of his sentences oaused the king to abolí0 
the use of that tongue on the judicial bench. , 
was frightfully addioted to wine and women ; hi0 r 
nose and bald head were standing marks for 
shafts of satire ; and at longth he became so rot 
that his nose actually dropped off ! Yet this vile ’ 
moanest of mankind doomed to death one of 
best men then living in the world. Thus does sup 
stition elevate vice to tho seat of power and prostr® 
virtue at its feet. ry

Theologians have often damned men on a v t 
nice point, but there never was a finer one than .j. 
on which Dolet was lost. In the Axiochus he ha >  ̂
was alleged, wrongly translated Plato, whom he ,

“ You will not exist" would do, but “ you wil 
exist at all ” was a vile heresy. Dolet was “ a®0ud 
on these three words. They formed “  the sole gr° 
of the charge of blasphemy.” j 546*

Sentence was not pronounced until A u gu st 2, g[ 
In the meanwhile oocurred that horrible roasea 
the Vaudois, when murder, rape, and flame0 eu 
let loose against a whole dietriot; when ^ 
were outraged in ohurohes and then murdered»^ g{ 
others smoked to death in caves; when bundr 
men whose lives wore spared were sent to the ^e
and children were sold as slaves. Pope T0, ¿¡*0
Third was delighted, the party of per00 3 . ep). 
triumphed, and King Francis finally joinpd ô0pj 
There could now be no hope for Dolet. Q lB o0bff 
was sealed. From his prison he penned a ajjd 
pathetic cantique, full qf resignation to his fa

tie0
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of courage to meet it. On August 2 he was oon- 
ostuned to be hung and then burnt with his books 

the Place Manbert, and his property was confis- 
cated to the king. Even the widow and orphan 
^ere to share the punishment! It was also ordered 
oat he Bhould be put to the torture before his exe­

rtion and questioned about his companions; and 
*f the said Dolet shall cause any scandal or utter any 

ŝphemy, his tongue shall he cut out, and he shall be 
Urnt alive." This infernal sentence was carried out 

o? the morrow, when Holy Church gave him as a 
lrthday gift the ever-lustrous martyr’s crown.
He was hung first, and then (for they were not 

®ry particular), probably while he still breathed, 
os faggots were lighted, and the author and his 
ooks were consumed in the flames. It is said that 
ostoad of a prayer he uttered a pun in Latin—“ Non 
ôfet ipse Dolet, sed pia turba dolet—Dolet himself 
o°a not grieve, but the pious crowd grieves.” 

, op the confessor who attended him to the stake 
((°|d Montins that he had acknowledged his errors.

do not believe a word of it,” wrote the great 
i^8,811108, "  it is the usual story which these people 

}j6nt after the death of their victims.”
■thus perished Etienne Dolet, the Freethought 

aius F‘ France may well be proud of such a son, 
Humanity must ever hold him dear. He is 

Q 0̂nd the reach of admiration and love, but for our 
i ? Bakes both should be given. Could we stand 

oiue his grave, which bigotry has denied, our eyes 
* 8 well mingle smiles and tears ; tears of sorrow 
and 6 fitter fate of a valiant soldier of progress,
,  o - u  V

f°r the
^  8rn>]e8 of joy that such men have made the 

r d fairer by their lives and holier by their deaths.
G. W. Foote.

(To be concluded.)

The Evolution of Life.—III.

di5T\Vjje
(Continued from p. 523.)

2N the Cretaceous period and the first
°f the Cainozoic ago lies a groat breach in 

p0ri êof°gical record. The Eocene, or new dawn 
Hich Preeent3 most striking contrasts to the epoch 
been, *t succeeded. All orders of dinosaurs had 
%io ,’ lotted out. The plesiosaurs, ichthyosaurs, and 
had ® . ards had departed for ever. The mammals 
fr0ri18eized the reins of life’s government. Apart 
telii ° ^ er contributory causes, their superior in- 
n,lttia0ftlC0 ..an<̂  8reater care for their young were 
the 8r,f’fioient to account for their triumph over 
p la ja t e d  reptiles. Marsupials now gave place to 
^Uri'h mamrnal0> whoso offspring were well 

0C* ani* developed bofore birth. Fivo-toed 
(hyre ^°Us animals, somowhat resembling conies 

’ .an<̂  other forms not unlike the cubs of 
tailea’ °,ni°yed their place in the sun. Little, long- 
6̂rald i ^ i k e  creatures, of carnivorous habits, 

®eah.f tho coming of the later giant mammalian 
direoyeod6rs. Other mammals were varying in the 
°t<lGr . °* the edentates, the stupid and slothful 
^heee vbich includes the ant-eaters and armadillos. 
ie®th edentates wore better supplied with
tav0 ])riban their living descendants, and appear to 
a'8° inf? *ar ê8S Bomnolont. The insectivorcs had 
iPP®aran P°undations of their order. The

thafcC° Primitive lemurs was the first indica- 
*f atjitr, PreParations for the advent of the paragon 
to°Cehe f .Were io progress. All the foregoing 

a °8ah8 havo been discovered in Europe and
, Other^°rica’
i0Pbiodo l̂(nBOr̂ ant finds include the remains of the 
unable f 8’ or crest-toothed mammals. The most 
b 8 ^Qrso ^ 0se quadrupeds were the ancestors of 
tp hive u hyracotherium is probably the most 

,orse-liko organism bo far discovered. Its 
pn8 e°biDn F0 imbedded in the London clay deposits. 

ilQd the Ua *8. an°tber Eocene form. Daring this 
0 animals became as largo as. foxes; their

dentition gradually improved ; the second toe became 
enlarged, while the remaining four toes diminished 
in size. From the same root-stock tapirs were 
evolving, and by the middle of this period it gave 
rise to creatures resembling the rhinoceros. 
Towards the end of this epoch, huge beasts, with 
rhinoceros - like heads, roamed over the North 
American continent, but all were doomed to speedy 
extinction. The true rhinoceroses of later times 
seem to have been descended from the European 
palasotheres. Ocher big mammals adorned Eocene 
annals both in the Old World and the New. Poor 
brain equipment, however, and the evolution of 
more adaptable forms of mammalian life brought 
about their early extinction.

In the meanwhile, various members of the rodent 
order were making headway. Ancestral elephants 
dwelt in Africa. Their trunks were as yet incipient; 
they were insignificant in size, but their dentition 
was promising, and their brains were larger than 
those of the majority of their contemporaries. At a 
later stage in the same deposits, the fossils of a 
more advanced type have been met with. These 
palscomastodons were larger than their ancestors, 
and their brains had also developed. Pig life had 
now started in a small way. The mid-Eocene 
American deposits have yielded the homacodon, a 
pig-like animal no bigger than a hare, while in later 
Eocene times a larger form of swine was dwelling in 
Europe.

In both worlds certain mammals had evolved 
flying powers, and various bats flitted through the 
air. Lemurs, with well-organised brains, large eyes, 
and foxy faces, and provided with the same number 
of teeth as human beings, were abroad. Dr. Max 
Schlosser, in 1910, unearthed the remains of 
lemurine creatures which were developing in the 
direction of monkeys, and Mr. Knipo, in his valuable 
work, Evolution in the Past, suggests that some of 
those lemurine forms “ may have belonged to a 
stock whence sprang two lines of evolution, one 
leading to anthropoid apes, one to human beings.”

The forerunners of wolves, polecats, and hyamas 
were increasing the struggle for existence. Dog-like 
creatures also prowled the earth in search of prey. 
Vegetable-feeders of the ruminant type were well 
represented during this period. Some were com­
posite in character, and resembled both swine and 
deer. Others displayed a likeness to the camel and 
gazebo. The hyrax has now diminished to the 
dimensions of a rabbit, but an Egyptian Eocene 
form attained the Bize of a donkey. In 1901, Mr. 
Boadnell discovered the remains of the arsinoi- 
therium in the Egyptian deposits. This very hideous 
animal was of tho size of a large rhinoceros. Other 
discoveries in the rich Egyptian strata prove that 
some mammals had already adopted an aquatio life. 
Creatures evolving in the direction of whales, 
dugongs, and manatees are all represented. At a 
subsequent Eocene stage, those mammals and their 
giant descendants were disporting themselves in the 
North and South American seae.

The toothed Cretaceous birds had all vanished 
from the earth. A few forms persisted, with beaks 
notched like saws. But modern bird life was in the 
ascendant. Primitive forms of the albatross, crano, 
ibis, herons, penguins, and other birds were in being. 
Birds of prey, of the;eaglo, falcon, and osprey types, 
wore abundant. Feathered songsters had appeared. 
The ancestors of partridges, guinea-fowl, turkeys, 
and other game birds, as well as sparrows and 
starlings, had emerged into life.

The transformations in the vegetable world were 
considerable, but not so marked as those which the 
animal kingdom had undergone. The angiosperms 
had retained their conquered country, and added 
further areas to their dominions. The more ancient 
flora was now represented by pines, firs, yews, and 
cypresses. But the oak, laurel, ivy, and chestnut 
were firmly established in the European forests. In 
France, limes, willows, and alders were growing 
amid palms, tree-ferns, and other sub tropical plants. 
But, as time wont on, a higher temperature pre-
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vailed, and the angiosperms of more Northern origin 
received a severe check.

Vegetation, which is now confined to the tropios 
flourished exceedingly. The temperate region flora 
either succumbed, or was driven to the hills and 
high tablelands. The increased warmth proved con 
genial to the crocodiles, which now swarmed in all 
the lakes and streams, as also to the alligators, who 
had now presented an appearance in Europe 
Turtles and tortoises, lizards and snakeB, were all 
basking in the summer sun. Frogs jumped and 
croaked their satisfaction of the genial time.

Modernism was now the accepted rule in the seas 
The sharks were more like their living descendants 
Some ganoids persisted, but the teleosteans, or bony 
fishes, were in an overwhelming majority every 
where. Our old invertebrate friends, the crustaceans 
sea-urchins, corals, and molluscs, had all maintained 
themselves in their long-established homes, although 
with varying success. The vast changes of Eocene 
days were confined to the land-dwelling population.

And, apart from the fact that lower marine life 
approximated more closely to prevailing conditions, 
there is nothing material to record concerning them 
in the succeeding Oligooene period. Fishes and 
reptiles also remained practically unmodified. 
Among terrestrial animals, various members of the 
rhinoceros family made sundry unsuccessful experi­
ments in the warfare of life. Both in the Eastern 
and the Western Worlds the horses were making 
steady progress, and the pig group had greatly 
increased in bulk. Some elephantine swine - like 
creatures now appeared, but they lacked survival 
power, and were soon struck off nature’s register. 
The deer and camels were varied and abundant, but 
remained diminutive in size. Carnivorous creatures 
were becoming more brainy, swifter of foot, and 
more deadly in dentition. Some of the more poorly 
provided carnivores held on precariously, but tho 
battle was with the more highly developed forms. 
Various Eocene oarnvores combined the anatomical 
features of the canine and feline mammals. Their 
distinct characteristics as yet lacked the precision 
which now marks them one from another. In 
others, feline structures were plainly predominant. 
The sabre-toothed tigers were nnmistakably cat-like 
in appearance. Weasels and otters were evolving, 
and the rodents had spread far and wide. AmoDg 
these gnawing animals, rats, mice, hares, and rabbits 
had arisen. The inseotivora—animals with teeth 
adapted to an insect diet—were doing fairly well. 
Lemur-like mammals abounded, with othor varieties 
more closely approaching living forms. And what is 
more important, some of the lemurs were assuming a 
more ape - like appearance. Thoee remarkable 
descendants of land animals, the whales and sea- 
cows, were distributed through the Oligocene oceans. 
Although the avarian rook records of this period are 
very imperfect, we possess ample evidence that birds 
had advanced far in the direction of their extant 
representatives. Pheasants, partridges, trogons, 
parrots, crossbills, woodpeckers, thrushes, and 
finches dwelt in tho woods and brakes. Kites, 
crows, shrikes, buzzards, owls, and eagles had all 
commenced their sanguinary career. An enormous 
increase in insect life was a further characteristic 
of this period.

The climate of Oligoceno Europe was tropical. 
The palm flourished in Northern Germany, and tree- 
ferns and other heat-loving plants wore abundant 
in countries where they would now perish with cold.
In America, however, more temperate conditions 
began to prevail, and the hardier angiosperms were 
spreading over the sites vacated by the retreating 
tropical vegetation.

Genial atmospherio conditions characterised tho 
opening centuries of the succeeding Miocene period, 
but in course of time some decline in temperature 
took place in Europe, and the various deoiduous 
Northern plants reoccupied much of their lost 
territory. Plums, pineapples, and other fruit trees 
now prospered, and the clematis, poppy, violet, and 
rose shed their perfumes in the air. The semi­

monkeys or lemurs moved southwards, but higher 
members of the primatic order supplied their places. 
The apes and monkeys had at last appeared. The 
oreopithecus blended the characteristics of baboons 
and man-like apes. Dryopithecus combined the 
features of goriila and chimpanzee. The pliopitheoas 
closely resembled the gibbons of our own day. All 
these primates appear to have lived in the forest 
trees. A few inseotivorous lemurs had followed the 
example of the bats, and flew from spot to spot.

The rodentia had been enriohed by the appearance 
of beavers, squirrels, and porcupines. The rhino­
ceros family expanded throughout Europe, Africa, 
and America, but all the New World forms suc­
cumbed, while their strongly weaponed Old World 
cousins were embarking on a long and successful 
career. The defenceless deer of Eocene times wers 
now developing horns, which were periodically shed 
and then renewed. The camel and the antelope had 
appeared in North America. Horses and pjS9 
abounded in more modern guise. Primitive 
elephants roamed the European forests. These 
well - trunked, powerfully jawed pachyderms—the 
tetrabeledons—stood over six feet in height.

At this time South America enjoyed a protective 
freedom from the competition of the Northern 
continent. In its state of isolation from the neigh' 
boring land area, the unenterprising animals 0i 
Southern America easily held their ground, to 
these circumstances, ground sloths, glyptodonts« 
and armadillos held a high position in the affairs o 
life. Hoofed animals were also strongly represented 
in a variety of quaint forms. A few carnivorous 
beasts disturbed the peace, but these southern fi089of

a r r iuil gtiu
life

eaters were not at all formidable either in size 
intelligence. A poorly brained, flat-nosed monkey 
swung between the boughs of the forests. Poucbe 
animals such as opossums and opossum-rats repre 
sented the once flourishing marsupial order. ,

In North America, a remnant of the p0110.^  
creatures lingered, but outside Australia this aocien 
order had everywhere deolined. Whales and e0fl 
were numerous, and bird life was richly and ext00 
sively represented. Crooodiles, turtles, and tortoi80 
were either stagnant or dwindling, while the lizar 
and snakes had made a substantial advance. FfU8 
and salamanders were the sole survivors of 1 
former greatness of amphibian life. The and00 ' 
established non-bony fishes had pnt forth a 
variety of forms. New kinds of sharks had 
on tho sceno. The bony fishes added many 
surviving forms to their ranks. Invertebrate 
remained practically what it had been in the P 
ceding period. o0

During the progress of the succeeding PH°C 0 
period, the continent of Europe assumed wbat 
substantially its present outlines. Although ho 
than the climate we now experience, the temp0*9; ^  
had fallen far bolow its previous tropical height-  ̂ i 
palms were vanishing and the crocodiles had tut■ 
their faces towards the south. The deciduous v 
tation was now completely triumphaut, an>rerb' 
grasses were growing in groat luxuriance. . ffe, 
loving quadrupeds, which inoluded the 
gazelle, and various antelopes wore present i° 
numbers. The horses, likewise, were doing r0D3 
ably well.

The European rhinoceros had by this tim0 
loped defensive weapons. The swine group 
tained thoir position, and some forms wor0 0g, 
than the wild boars of our own time. Man-lik0 ĵ y 
as well as lowlier representatives of the 03 
family resided in the woods. The sabr0-t° ^ ¡r  
oats were making matters unpleasant with ^  
milder contemporaries, and, then, as 
hymna was a picker up of unoonsidered trifl00, 
gentle bear was to be mot with here and ther0,.^9iik

The far-reaching discoveries made in tbo jjgb® 
Hill deposits of India, have thrown a flood 
on life in Pliocene times in that wonderful c 
Ferocious cats of all dimensions must ^aV00fttur̂  
lished a reign of terror among tho gentler cr 
of the period. In their depredations tbo ca

to
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assisted by wolves and jackals. Immense herds of 
e*ephants browsed on the foliage. Flesh feeders of 

ancient stocks which were elsewhere extinct 
still struggled on, bat their line ended with the close 
of the Pliocene period. Horses, which Professor 
hwart regards as the ancestors of the Arabs, 
.ooroughbreds, and other existing breeds were there 
!n plenty. Rhinoceroses, both horned and hornless, 
otnbered through the brakes and brushwood. Giant 

P'gs fed in the woods, and wallowed in the swamp3, 
^hile quite tiny porkers picked up a living. Hippo­
potami more closely related to pigs than their extant 
°rtus, frequented the Indian rivers and lakes, 
oats, giraffes, oxen, and many other herbivorous 

^animals graced the scene. Man’s relatives were 
ell represented. Orange, baboons, chimpanzees, 
Da gorillas played their parts in the woods and 
0rests. The earliest ostriohes travelled in small 

Parties over the more open country. Crocodiles 
arried on their nefarious business in the waters, 
® some of these monsters, which were members of 
Bpecies now happily extinct, attained a measure- 

ment of over fifty feet.
(To le concluded)

T. F. P a l m e r .

art' > >  Shoo'd Marriage Be Dissolved ?”  is the title of an 
lie ' • Harl Bossell in the August number of the English 
sta —which, on the whole, is not quite up to its usual
are ' nt0re&t. His lordship's views on this question
Iq generaHy known, and we need not discuss them here. 
ot, Heneral way, he pleads for an extension of divorce for 
Hra F Cau,es than cruelty and adultery. What we wish to 
WhH a.Mention to is the final paragraph of his article, in 
th accuses religion of being responsible for most of

B evils of society:—
The witch-doctor and the medicine man, the curse of 

ery Bavage tribe, evolve themselveg in due course into the 
Priest and the church, who have been for centuries the curse 

civilisation, and whose perversions and dogm«s are 
0j3Ponsible for giving vice all the attractiveness it has, instead 

Waking the healthy path of virtue tlis natural and attrac- 
0 one. Their hand is seen not only in sex matters, hut 

?° >n matters of education and in our smug self-satisfaction 
'th the condition of the poor in a country that is called 

^vilised, The root of the evil that is to be attacked lies 
r® > for it remains as true as in the ti

w,
i time of Lucretius —

‘ Tantum religio potuit suadere malorum.’ ”
of P'a’n speaking. It is moro than we expected

1 Bussell—and i i all the more welcome on that account.

thjjjj' Keir Hardie, M.P., as a poet! What a difficult
ltoa8ino 1 It is really unkind of the Westminster 

isstat° to call attention to his 11 Evening Prayer ”  which ho 
f o , S  to have ’■ composed somo eighteen years ago.”  The 

,, verso is quoted :—
hen the shadows o ’ Death’s cornin’ mingle wi’ life’s 

^ Wanin’ gloamin’ ,
u the weary feet o’ eldhood, tired an’ fair, come 
totterin’ in,
?y the simple faith o’ childhood, happy confidence 

jj lnapirin’ ,
Tbifj • 0 oura t° guide us safely to the happy hnme abune.”
Q̂an Bj ab,°Dt the funniest “  poetry ” wo over mot. That a 

W O D d  writo it is excusable ; that ho should print it is 
11 th0 a ,e- And what does, or did, Mr. Hardio moan by 
agaiQ j i y 0 faith o’ childhood ”  ? Ho has stated again and 
ftQe, an} b*8 paronts were Secularists, which is perfectly

0 that they brought him up as irroligious as them- 
faitb ’•; owh is probably also true. There was no “ simple 
0‘8 oWn n '*** childhood. Ho pickod up the simple faith “  on 

And it is simple.

Correspondence.

TilE  SOUTH AFRICAN RATIONALIST 
ASSOCIATION.

S lR] - j10 TnK EDITOR OF "  T UK FRKRTHINKHR.”  
wVe ^ Would bo unfair to the strenuous founders of tho 

of°Ci ati? °  to pass unchallenged the depreciatory 
fo tbeir friend Mr. Beer (in your issue of Juno 16) 

hjjU. Thff1« 111038 and tlleir success prior to his joining 
An1* by tw ° gUros which he gives for attendance, multi- 
W Publ ° ’ Wou*(I about do for tho committee meetings. 

et)ty to Meetings there was a reliablo muster of about 
lrty, out of somo forty of our own members,

every time, except on the unfortunate evening when Mr. 
Beer was to have made his first platform appearance. On 
that occasion, if I  recollect right, the advertisement mis­
carried, and probably the weather was bad. Anyhow, the 
audience amounted to sixteen, and at least five dropped in 
shortly after the lecture was given up.

Our high-water mark was fifty, and, of the eight or nine 
lectures two others attracted about forty and the least about 
twenty-seven. The hopelessness of our position lay in the 
fact that we were lecturing to each other, and not to possible 
converts. We quite realised the urgent necessity of 
changing our night from the Wednesday (half-holiday) 
evening, with its counter attractions, to Sunday evening; 
but we had no chance of a suitable room, nor had we, as 
yet, found any satisfactory lecturers.

At the time Mr. Beer took a hand, we also had two 
powerful recruits in the persons of Miss Nina Boyle and 
Mr. Manson—three splendid lecturers—and for the first 
time it became possible to take a large hall without making 
themselves ridiculous.

Of the original members, hardly one was a typical 
Agnostic, as suggested by Mr. B eer; and, in a letter 
addressed to you at the time, I described them as Free- 
thinker men. I know of only one who, by simply changing 
his designation, justifies the charge, but he used to buy 
three Freethinkers a week.

Miss Boyle, who joined us just prior to Mr. Beer, con­
sidered religion to bo dead, and wished to go in for science 
and ethics; and, as she was most able and influential, I 
daresay she would have got many prominent msn to appear 
on our platform. She was the only militant upholder of the 
Agnostic style ; but she was nevertheless a born fighter, and 
promised to be, next to Mr. Beer, our most “  live ”  pusher. 
Another influenced by Mr. Beer's strenuous advocacy of 
definite Atheistic propaganda is Mr. Manson ; but he was 
contemporary with Mr. Beer, and just as sturdy a fighter— 
like myself, a member of tho defunct Secular Society. For 
the rest, the Agnostics put to rout by Mr. Beer were men 
who hovered on tho outskirts of the Association, and gave 
us much advice and a few lectures, but resented the Atheistic 
tone, or were frozen oat by the want of sympathy shown 
for their particular style. Of the original S. A. R. A. workers 
— they were moro numerous then than even to-day— I recall 
about ten Atheists to three Agnostics, and two of the latter 
were Freemasons, and quite capable of winking the other 
eye—the other I have referred to, he was tho actual founder 
of the Association. J ohn Latham>

Obituary.

It is with painful regret that wo record tho death of Mr. 
F. B. Grundy, which took place on August 5 at his resi­
dence in New Moston. His remains were interred in the 
Failswortli Cemotery on the 9th. The Secular rites of 
service wero impressively read by Mr. John Pollitt, the 
veteran Superintendent of the Failsworth Secular Sunday 
School. The Male Voice Choir from the Co-operative 
Wholesale Society, Manchester (of which Mr. Grundy was a 
prominent member), attended, and gavo the hymn “  0  
porfect peace” and tho part-song “  The long day closes ”  at 
tho gravesido. Tho scone was most affecting and impres­
sive. Representatives attonded from tho Failsworth Sooular 
Sunday School and tho local lodge of the A. S. E , the
B. S. Party, and I. L. P., with all of which societies the 
deceased had boon connected, and from his colleagues and 
fellow-workmon at the Trafford Park premises of tho
C. W. S., each of these societies bringing floral wreaths of 
great beauty. Mr. Grundy had adoptod and accepted the 
Secularist position from sheer force of reasoning, having 
gained his early impressions from listening to tho addresses 
at the Failsworth School by tho leaders of the movement. 
Ho was courageous and outspoken in his opinions, and never 
flinched from his stand aftor having formed an opinion. For 
somo time he had conducted the young men's class, in turn 
with others, his days of duty being looked forward to with 
interest. Mr. Grundy was actively associated with tho 
Labor, Socialist, and Co-operativo movements. He repre­
sented the Higher Ward of the township on the Urban 
District Council for three yoars, retiring on account of 
pressure of other matters. Ho also represented the Fails­
worth Industrial Society at the meetings of the Eccles 
Manufacturing Society. Possessed of a powerful bass voice, 
and with a pleasing, genial temperament, he was much in 
request for concerts, etc., and was evor ready to render 
service in the cause of tho poor and unfortunate. His 
departure leaves a gap that will be hard to fill, and his 
memory will be cherished by a large circle of friends and 
companions. To his widow and family we extend our most 
heartfelt sympathies.— J. Smith.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, 
and be marked "Lecture Notice” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.

OtTTDOOB.

Bethnal Gbeen B banch N. S. S. (Victoria Park, near the 
Bandstand): 3.15 and 6, C. Coben, a Lecture.

Camberwell B banch N. S. S. (Brockwell Park): 3.15 and 6, 
Miss Kough, Lectures.

E dmonton B banch N. S. S. (The Green): 7.45, a Lecture.
Islington B banch N. S. S. (Finsbury Park): 11.15, Miss Kough, 

a Lecture.
Kingsland B banch N. S. S. (Kidley-road, High-street): 11.30, 

Mr. Hecht, “ Meteorology : Biblical and Scientific” : 7, J. Miller, 
a Lecture.

Nobth L ondon Bbanch N. S. S. (Parliament Hill Fields): 3.15, 
Mr. Davidson, a Lecture.

W est Ham B banch N. S. S. (outside Maryland Point Station, 
Stratford, E .) : 7, W. J. Bamsey, a Lecture.

W ood Gbeen B banch N. S. S. (Jolly Butchers Hill, opposite 
Public Library) : 7.30, Mr. Hecht, ‘ ‘ Creation v. Evolution.”

COUNTKY.
OUTDOOB.

L ancabhibe and Y obkshibe : Thos. A. Jackson—Burnley 
(Market Place): August 25, at 11, “ Who Made God?”  at 3, 
‘ ‘ When I Was in Prison” ; at 7, “ The Faith of an Infidel.” 
Blackburn (Market Ground): 26, at 7.30, “  Was Jesus a Failure ?” 
Halifax (near Grand Theatre) : 27, at 7.30, “ The Latest Thing 
in Gods.”  Huddersfield (Market Cross): 28, at 7.30. “  The Devil 
and All His Works” ; 29. at 7.30, “ Humanity’s Debt to the 
Kebel.” Leeds (Town Hall Square) : 30, at 7.30, “ The Wonders 
of Life ” ; 31, at 7.30, “  The Christ Myth.”

B olton (Town Hall Square) : Joseph A. E. Bates—Friday, 
August 23, at 7.45, “ Evolution and Special Creation” ; 24, at 
7.30, “ Koyal Parasites ” ; 25, at 7.30, “  Some Paradoxes.”

W igan (Market Square) : Joseph A. E. Bates—Monday, 
August 26, at 8, “ Logic of Atheism” : 27, at 8, "Friedrich 
Nietzsche ” ; 28, at 8, “  Before the Dawn—and After.”
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hundred, post free 7d. Special rates for larger quantitie 
Samples on receipt of stamped addressed envelope. N. b- 
Secretary, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

T H E  S E C U L A R  S O C I E T Y
(LIMITED)

Company Limited by Guarantee.

Registered Office— 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, E.C. 

Chairman o f  Board o f Directors— Mh. G. W. FOOTE. 

Secretary— bliss E. M. VANCE.

T his Society was ormed in 1898 to afford legal security to the 
acquisition and application of funds for Secc'ar purposes.

The Memorandum of Association sets forth that' the Society’s 
Objects are:—To promote the principle that human conduct 
should be based upon natural knowledge, and not upon super­
natural belief, and that human welfare in this world is tho proper 
end of all thought and action. To promote freedom of inquiry. 
To promote universal Secular Education. To promote the com­
plete secularisation of the State, etc., etc. And to do all such 
lawful things as are conducive to such objects. Also to have, 
hold, receive, and retain any Bums of money paid, given, devised, 
or bequeathed by any person, and to employ the samo for any of 
the purposes of the Society.

The liability of members is limited to £1, in case the Society 
should ever be wound up and the assets wore insufficient to cover 
liabilities—a most unlikely contingency.

Members pay an entrance fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent 
yearly subscription of five shillings.

The Society has a considerable number of members, but a much 
- ger number is desirable, and it is hoped that some will be 

gained amongst those who read this announcement. All who join 
it participate in the control of its business and the trusteeship of 
its resources. It is expressly provided in the Articles of Associa­
tion that no member, as such, shall derive any sort of profit from 
the Society, either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in 
any way whatever.

The Society's affairs are managed by an elected Board of 
Directors, consisting of not less than five and not more than 
twelve members, one-third of whom retire by ballot) each year,

but are capable of re-election, An Annual General Mce 
members must bo hold in London, to receive the • °̂P° r̂jse. 
new Directors, and transact any other business that may ¡ted, 

Being a duly registered body, the Secular Society, 0 nrjty. 
can receive donations and bequests with absolute ®
Those who are in a position to do so are invited tjjeir
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society’s te.'/or |iension- 
wills. On this point there need not be the slightest i)PPrexecntora 
It is quite impossible to sot aside such bequests. The 0ourae of 
have no option but to pay them over in tho ordinary in
administration. No objection of any kind has boon ¡¡¡¡¡0
connection with any of the wills by which tho 
already been benefited. _  tt00ck, ^

Tho Society's solicitors are Messrs. Harper and 14a 
Rood-lane, Fenehnreh-street, London, E.O. 0{

A Form of Bequest.—The following is a sufficient f and 
bequest for insertion in the wills of tostators : K %—■
“  bequeath to the Secular Society, Limited, the B.alr ¡¿ned W 
“  free from Legacy Duty, and I direct that a receipt _"cretfliy 
“  two members of the Board of the said Society and the ^  ¡¡¡e 
“  thereof shall be a good discharge to my Exeouto 
“  said Legacy.” their wilI9f

Friends of the Society who have remembered it in tary 
or who intend to do so, should formally notify the d ffj,o 
the fact, or send a private intimation to the Chairma ’ oeSgary- 

lesired) treat it as Btrictly confidential. This is n° - „ iajd, a°(if desired) treat it as strictly < 
but it is advisable, as wills s 
their contonts have to be established by i
but it is advisable, as wills sometimes get lost or ̂ „.¡rnoaf'

ibliahed by oompetent tea.
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THE BOOK THAT WAS WANTED.

Determinism or Free Wi 11 P
BY

C. COHEN.
Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.

 ̂ c|ear and able exposition of the subject in the only adequate light—the light of evolution

CONTENTS.
1; Question Stated.—II. “ Freedom" and “ Will.” —III- Consciousness, Deliberation, and Choice.—IV. Some Alleged 
“^sequences of Determinism.—V. Professor James on “ The Dilemma of Determinism.”—VI. The Nature and Impli- 
a‘i°ns of Responsibility.—VII. Determinism and Character.—VIII. A Problem in Determinism.—IX. Environment.

OPINIONS OF THE PRESS.
long, ' Cohen has written just the book that Rationalists have 

“A 66Q ’n<lu'ring for.” —Literary Guide. 
but arj'f[r-v a^'e and clear discussion of a problem which calls for, 
is caipf Sets, the most severely lucid handling. Mr. Cohen 
Laier ° ar8ue his definitions down to bed-rock.” —Morning

“ bitten with ability.” —Times.

“  The author states his case well.”—Athenaum.
“  The first seven chapters state the case for Determinism

with clearness and fullness......There is probably no better
popular summary than this of Mr. Cohen’s...... Mr. Cohen has
some excellent passages on the nature and extent of the psychic 
whole, which is constructed out of the accumulated experiences 
of the race.”—Ethical World.

P R I C E O N E  S H I L L I N G
(Postage 2d.)

N E T .

PUBLISHED BY THE WALTER SCOTT COMPANY.
Also on Sale by

T3E PIONEEB PBESB, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.C.

A LIBERAL OFFER—NOTHING LIKE IT.
eatest Popular Family Reference Book and Sexology—Almost Given Away. A Million sold

at 3 and 4 dollars—Now Try it Yourself.

Insure Your Life—You Die to W in; Buy thin Book, You Learn to Liye.

TTî BesL Ignorance kills—knowledge saves—bo wise in time. Men weaken, sicken, die—not 
knowing how to live. “  Habits that enslave ”  wreck thousands—young and old 
Fathers fail, mothers aro “ bed-ridden,” babies die. Family feuds, marital miseries, 

divorces—even murders—All can bo avoided by self-knowledge, self-control.
You can discount heaven—dodge hell—here and now, by reading and applying the 
wisdom of this one book of 1,200 pages, 400 illustrations, 80 lithographs on 18 anatomical 

color plates, and over 250 prescriptions.
OF COURSE YOU WANT TO KNOW WHAT EVERYONE OUC1HT TO KNOW.

T iie Y ocno—How to choose the best to marry.
T he Married—Hew to be happy in marriage.
T he F ond P arent—How to have prize babies.
T he Mother—How to have them without pain.
T he C h il d l e s s— How to be fruitful and multiply.
T he Curious—How they “  growed "  from germ-cell.
T he Healthy—How to enjoy life and keep woll.
T he Invalid—How to brace up and keep well.

5 f: I'oote. ^Whatever you'd ash a doctor you find herein, or dr not, Dr. F. will answer your inquiry free, any time)'
H4 alwav5 * * 8 ,booka have been the popular instructors of the masses in America for fifty years (often re-written, enlarged)

«u, Z 8. aept up-to-dato). For twenty years they have sold largely (from London) to all oountries where English is
'v *ot b ? everywhere highly praised. Last editions are best, largest, and most for the price. You may save the price 

yin8. and you may lose your life (or your wife or child) by not knowing some of the vitally important truths it tolls.

Ni-
laagua,lnaia

Most Grateful Testimonials From Everywhere.
“ It is a store of medical knowledge in plainestV. to n nuuao ui h h : u i l u i  i w i v n i o u ^ u  ------

ïtipj.y every reader of English would be benefitedAJ T A

Panderma, Turkey : “ I can avow frankly there is rarely to be 
found such an interesting book as yours.” —K. H. (Chemist). 

Calgary, Can. : “  The information thorein has changed my whole 
idea of life—to be nobler and happier.”—D. N. M.

Lavcrton, W. Aust.: “ I consider it worth ten times the price. 
I have benefited much by it ."—R. M.

*t Abridged Editions (800 pp. each) can be had in German, Swedish, Finnish, or Spanish.

1,CaHe
w UQ‘a : “ I have gone through the book many times, 

^  V» only benefited myself but many frionds also.

Price EIGHT SHILLINGS by Mail to any Address.

° R D E R  OF T H E  P I O N E E R  P R E S S ,
2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, E.C.
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THE CHURCH CATECHISM EXAMINED.
BY

Jeremy Bentham.
With an Interesting Biographical Introduction by the late

J. M . WHEELER,
Author oj the “  Biographical Dictionary of Freethinkers."

Bentham was the most drastic reformer of his age. He rendered financial assistance to Robert Owe“  
and Richard Carlilo behind the scenes. Macaulay said of him that ‘ ‘ he found jurisprudence a gibberis 
and left it a science.”  Mill and all the most brilliant early Radicals were his followers. He wa
undoubtedly an Atheist as well as a Republican, although his biographers have sought to hide the fac ■ 
His motto was “  Maximise morals, minimise religion.”  His Church Catechism. Examined is strong, rs.cyi 
and merciless. It was written and published in 1817. Bentham’s great name, and the price of 20s. °n 
the title-page, alone saved it from prosecution. The Church of England still exists, and this little boo
of Bentham’s should also be kept in existence.

EIGHTY PAGES. THREEPENCE.
(Postage id.)

THE PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE BTREET, FARRINGDON BTREET, LONDON, ® C‘

An Important New Book for Freethinkers.

Penalties Upon Opinion.
Some Records of the Laws of Heresy and Blasphemy*

BROUGHT TOGETHER BY

HYPATIA BRADLAUGH BONNER.
Issued by the nationalist Press Association.

P R I C E  S I X P E N C E  N E T .
BOUND IN CLOTH ONE SHILLING NET.

(Postage 2d.)

O R D E R  O F  T H E  P I O N E E R  P R E S S ,
2 N E W C A S T L E  S T R E E T ,  F A R R I N G D O N  S T R E E T ,  L O N D O N ,

$ .  O-

u

T H E  P O P U L A R  E D I T I O N
{Revised and Enlarged)

OF

BIBLE ROMANCES
BY

G. W. FOOTE.
With a Portrait of the Author

ot
Reynolds's Newspaper says:— “ Mr. G. W. Foote, chairman of the Secular Society, is well known #sv|sed, ^  

exceptional ability His Bible Romances have had a large sale in the original edition. A popular, r® -Dgdo»' 
enlarged edition, at the price of 6d., has now been published by the Pioneer Press, 2 Nowoastle-streot, f  jeftdei 
street, London, for the Secular Society. Thus, within the reach of almost everyone, the ripest thought of 
of modern opinion is being placed from day to day.”

144 Large Double-Column Pages, Good Print, Good Paper

S I X P E N C E - N E T
(Postage 2d.) ^ ^

THE PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LOND£j^

Printed and Published by the Pioni. s Paces, 2 Newcartle-street, Loudon, E.C.


