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A0 must know all that matter can do, before we are
Granted in asserting what it cannot do.
—Sir T. C. Morgan, M.D.

Lightning Conversion.

Biltian missionaries make very slow progress in
~ Qvertijjg the heathen world. They go into all the
b r mand try to preach the gospel to every creature,
~ 5 they got extremely few to enter into the king-
b P heaven. Those they do rope in generally
o f¥S to the lowest strata of the population, and
a® "ell-known expression “ rice Christians ” shows
0(0 °°>’mm*®n opinion as to the mercenary character
stat = converts who figure in missionary society
ok 8 9, No impression is made on the educated
dear?8 *n an”™ hOathen nation in the world. The

<tute and the outcast furnish the overwhelming
few°rity “ winnings tor Christ.” And the
are wN° are won by the missionaries in this way
the 1“ mon8ely outnumbered by what may be called
jj ,'losses for Christ” in Christian countries.
iholll("8  PeoPI° become indifferentists every year,

. bsands become Freethinkers. Thore are seven
8°”70Ns @f « ynbelievers” in France alone—which
yeH Or® than all the hoathen that ever wore con-

in Asia and Africa.
s*vin~"h°. men °t God who are engaged in the soul
L~sineas abroad are in one important respeot
iho "1 those engaged in the same business at home
th@/\;@v gy heen ordained. They have received
ti *y ~host. And with “ the Spirit” operating
Yar 6 them they ought to gain converts as fast as a
fianL°°th trawler hauls in herrings off the Dogger
~ .Octobor.
<hs?y the procoss of conversion so slow nowa-
been Nas the saving virtue of the Holy Ghost
f®eeiv i Qnated ? Or have the soul-savers not really
<dQ. the Holy Ghost, as they are said to have
In the prospeotus ? Were their ordinations like

op ‘'eBsful vaooinations ? Did the “imparting"
jiail to “take”? Some sort of answer
~othl  “}vea t° these questions

Used f I5K*8 “ 010 certain than that the Holy Ghost
he (F ? he a splendid missionary; at least, when
event &~ “ menced operations in this world—an
thmiilLiWk*eh is celebrated every Whit-Sunday
Ib~heut Christendom.
«Hr ik ‘A0 day of [penreoost comes fifty days
Bfter Passover, and on the first day of Pentocost
the t hO PasBover on whioh Christ was crucified
token th\VG aP°8tl° 8 (including Matthias, who had
IQ one ° ™ aco °t Jodas) wore “ all with one aocord
Mil d Ptaee” It is not very precise, but it
s J , were Bitting together in some
t s’and an UnaPeoiried house. Suddenly there was
f aBoeg N a rnshing mighty wind, and cloven
i & Saiv t-“re 8a™ nP°n oa°h °t hho captains of the
m (@ MOstatlon Army* That the tongues were cloven
» tn sting feature of the occurrence. A
r wh”8k° *8 ~h° symbol of lying, and this is an
h #&kakKi Christian advocates have always been
matigtiVo ™ exP°rfc  But that is by the way. The

1f-_II 490es on to state that the apostles were
a@Rah T° with the Holy Ghost," and that they
1,6X7 ° BPeak with other tongues, as the Spirit
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gave them ntterance.” A moment before they were
all Jews, who spoke nothing but Hebrew, or what-
ever bastard dialect was common at that time—the
Yiddish of AD. 88. Now they are speaking fresh
lingoes, and must be wondering what the deuce they
are talking about. But the spectators and auditors
who had flocked to the spot, attracted by the rumor
of the windy noise and the cloven fiery tongues,
are wondering still more, and for an excellent reason.
They belonged to “ every nation under heaven,”
and they heard the apostles talking in all their
different languages. They were “amazed” and
they “ marvelled”—and no wonder. It was as if a
Salvation Army company, in a London back street,
suddenly gave up talking bad English and spoke good
French, German, Italian, Spanish, Russian, Arabio,
Chinese, and Japanese. This is the dear meaning
of the text in the second chapter of the Acts of the
Apostles. But the apostle Paul, or whoever wrote
the epistles bearing his name, had an opinion of his
own about those same “ tongnes,” and sneered at
them as a more or less inarticulate species of
insanity. Nor will the readers of Carlyle’s Remi-
niscences ever forget his graphio account of the
"tongues” he heard at Edward Irving’'s house, and
the foolish *“ lal-lal-lals ” of the excited female
disciples in the next room.

There is even a discrepancy in the story itself,
for some who heard the apostles talking under the
influence of the Holy Ghost said that they were
“ full of new wino,” which they could hardly have
said if they hoard the many-tonguod preachers hold-
ing forth distinctly and intelligibly. And it must bo
admitted that Peter’'s answer to tho taunt was, to
say the least of it, rather singular. He replied that
he was not drunk—it was only nine o’clock in tho
morning; as though the aocusation might have
been fairly reasonable had it boon nine o’clock in the
evening.

That observation of Peter’'s was the introduction
to a vigorous sermon, which is reported verbatim,
and which made a powerful impression upon his
audience. And tho result was highly gratifying ; no
less than three thousand converts were made that
very day.

Well, now, our point is this. If the Holy Ghost,
speaking through one missionary’s mouth, could con-
vert three thousand unbelievers in a single day, how
is it that Christian missionaries, who generally pro-
fess to have received tho Holy Ghost, are not more
successful ? Thousands of them are at work, and
they ought to make several millions of converts every
week. In a fow years all tho heathen in the world
should be brought within the Christian fold. Yet
there are far more of them outside it now than there
were a hundred years ago.

What is tho matter ? Are the missionaries only
impostors ?  Have they nover received the Holy
Ghost ? Or is the Holy Ghost himself (or itself)
dead ? Or is he (or it) in the last stages of decri-
pitude ? Anyhow, the days of lightning conversion
are over. Evan Roberts himself went into the
doctor’s hands, and tho groat Welsh Revival dropped
from fresh “ fizz” to stale “ swipes.” Nothing can
Btir up Wales now but coal strikes and Disestablish-
ment; and all the Churches in the pious Principality
are bewailing their loss of members.

G. W. Foote.
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A Yery Superior Person.

The “superior” man is nearly always an imperti-
nent man. Indeed, the conviction of his superiority
originates in his impertinence. The man who fears
to mix freely with his fellows because he is afraid
of bringing himself to their level is shewing him-
self to be a little lower than those he shuns. His is
a false superiority, the sense of which is kept active
by a steady course of self-adulation. Such people
are only really successful with those who cannot
distinguish the genuine article from an imitation,
and whose praise is, therefore, the reverse of com-
plimentary. Above all, this class values the repu-
tation of superiority, not because they are in love
with the thing itself, but because they regard it as
an important social asset. Under different condi-
tions, the same people would regard the capacity
for swilling beer as the most enviable of accom-
plishments.

In intellectual matters the superior person is even
more objectionable. He is so cocksure he is right
when he is so obviously wrong. His ability to put
his case strongly is generally due to inability to
grasp any other point of view than his own. He
airs his opinions with a condescending kindness
that is out of all proportion to their value. Gener-
ally speaking, it is a compliment to call them
opinions; they are mostly prejudices. To argue
with him is next to an impossibility, for all
argument implies some sort of an equality—if only of
understanding. And you never can get upon a
level with him. He will be above you, or below you,
or at some tremendous distance from you ; but he is
never on the same easy level with you. He would be
uneasy with you if he were; and you would not bo
likely to gain much from close contact.

In the Eye-Witness for June 27 there is an article
“On Atheism,” signed by “H. B.” These may bo
the initials of a well-known writer, or they may not.
For the well-known writer's sake, let us hope they
are not. The essay is written in a kind of thousand-
mile-behind imitation of Bacon’s essay on the same
subject, but without Bacon’'s wit and minus his
wisdom. This is not wholly condemnatory, for a
man might be a long way behind Bacon in wit and
wisdom, and yet, as the world goes, write a passable
essay. But “ H. B.” is not quite that man. No one
would be more surprised than himself at the state-
ment; but its truth remains. Bacon would never
have made the essence of Atheism consist in lax
behavior or injustice, and argue that a man or a
State was Atheistio when it ignored the claims of
justice and morality. Bacon saw that, whether
Atheism was right or wrong, it was a matter of the
intellect, not—to adopt a popular classification—of
the heart. And he was brave enough to 6ay that
“ Atheism loaves a man to sense ; to philosophy ; to
natural piety; to laws ; to reputation ; all of which
may be guides to an outward moral virtue, though
religion were not.”

“ The Atheist is he that has forgotten God.”
This is “ H. B.'s” starting point. It does not mean
disproving the idea of God ; that is a mere game of

logic. And what is meant by forgetting God? Wo
aro not long left in doubt. It is, in short, our old
friend “ Practical Atheism ”; by whioh is meant

Atheism in practice; by which is meant that every
time a man is a rascal, every time he cheats, or
does wrong, he is forgetting God; ho is a practical
Atheist. It is the old, old story. So very old, and
so very contemptible, that a paper which aims at
being a high-class journal, and which certainly
charges the price of a high-class journal, might dis-
cover something more presentable, and so give its
readers better value for money. The game is a
simple one. Whenever one does wrong, no matter
what profession of faith he may make, he is by his
actions turning his back on God. He is forgetting
God. Therefore, he is an Atheist; therefore, Atheism
stands condemned. But when one does right, again,
no matter what his profession of faith may be, he is
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a believer in God. He may deny having any such
belief, but his life proves that he is unconsciously
honoring God. A most admirable theory! It divide8
by the simple plan of handing all that is unpleasant
to the other fellow and keeping the rest yourself-
It is simplicity itself.

Neither the man who proves the existence of »
God by reasoning, nor the one who rejects the belief
in God because of its unreason, is acceptable to
“H.B.” The latter is summarily dismissed with a
“ This man has not read, or does not know sufficient
to his purpose, or is not wide enough.” This is one
of the writer’'s thousand-mile-behind-Bacon passage8
Bacon said, “ A little philosophy inclineth mans
mind to Atheism, but depth in philosophy bringeth
men’s minds about to religion” ; and while this m
not true, the statement was at least respeotable-
For what Bacon meant was that secondary canses,
or, as we should now say, scientific studies, naturally
led to Atheism; but that the search for primary
causes—that metaphysical nightmare—brought meo
to religign.n .But _in either case the intellect was
equally involved. What “ H. B.” means is, app»r.
ently, that mere reasoning for or against God is °f

little value. It is how men live that brands them a8
either Theist or Atheist.
I ought to apologise for continually placicS

H. B.” and Bacon side by side; but it is, after
all, only by means of the small that one appreciates
the great. One may use the sun to discover a no®
splash. And clearer thinkers enable one to realise
that the ossenoe of religion is the religious idea
You may, if you please, base a life upon the religi°us
idea, but you cannot derive the religious idea fro®
the character of a life. For there are no suoh thi ’l)

religious feelings. There maybe a feelin@u
religion, but that is quite a different thing. not,
may be angry about religion, but the anger
religious. You may be charitable for the sake
religion, but charity is not a quality of 16"~ I°cg
There is love and hate, charity and greed, intolera
and tolerance, awo and wonder, selfishness a

R . ID

unselfishness, all of which may bo expresseﬂ;e%e
relation to religion, but that is all. None of
qualities are religious, because all exist and
expressed apart from religion. And, as a
guence, life itself is independent of religion-
plea that religion is a life, and that men ©
religious or non-religious in accordance with tho
they lead is a modern plea. It is unsound
insincere. Those who urge it do not believe ig
is an instance of the mental and moral paray ®
that comes over all religions in their dotage, an
the cant that flourishes when their defonoe is 1®
third-rate intellects. of

The great religious thinkers did not make us
the cant that religion was a life. They sal D=
resulted in a life, but that is a different state
They took the religious idea, explained it, expou™ "
it, and defended it. And their position was f {0
justifiable. They saw that religion properly 0 Of
in the ideas that men form of themselves a vy
nature. Once these ideas are in existence, *h0"v[lge
their part in determining the course. Man, 8
and civilised, is—other things equal—und™ a Of
government of his ideas, and in early B gitioO-
culture religious ideas hold a commanding P  p0d
It is only when the growth of knowledge has ~ v flp.
the foundations of the religious idea that
holders begin to look round for other supports- fti®0
the means lies ready to hand. For by t of
religion has become associated with a no

things that, while not at all religions, arO ISO to

popular mind identified with it. Theists 0 ‘ pOrt,

appeal directly to the intellect for their  £cOive

simply because they have wit enough to P

that no such support will be forthcoming- .00 font
Consider the insolence of such an express vy d°

men are Atheists—intellectually—because”™ eo00gb-
not read enough, or know enough, or thin heo»090
The converse of this is that men are Them jjtivo
they do the requisite reading or thinking, .~j0g b0
acquired adequate knowledge. Could any

~—
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010 glaring than the absurdity of announcing that
e& are believers in God from any such causes ?
10 ever want of thinking, or reading, or knowledge,
Prevent a man believing in God? Consider our
r®y of preachers ; are they examples of belief as a
Product of profound culture ? Consider our criminal
Population, markedly religious. Let “H. B.” dwell
suh ~ J may presume to trouble him with
1 vyalgar things as facts—that the inmates of our
j asylums are every one religious. And on the
call 6r weak-minded people—pathologi-
j y weak minded, | mean—are invariably religious,
aaiv-no more khan a simple statement of fact that,
for fif@8 8°>Kkhere is demonstrably a greater capacity
thinking in the average Atheist than in the
¢ 8raSe, H?’heiat. The Atheist may be wrong in his
elusions. That is an arguable proposition. But
enf8 BO™ ar&uakd0 that to break away from a teaching
gj °rcod-m early years, and supported by all sorts of
ind, “ious agencies, requires greater strength and
epandence than to keep on in the old and well
W?n grooves.
no c°mttionwealth that has become Atheistic sees
pOl,.®8r*t-in justice, but makes a game of law. In
kim ' f8 'n ~ahtle or shipwreck, each man will save
lar & c°’mmonwealth grown Atheist lets the
No™"G nPon the less until all are eaten up.
c?mmenwealth has long stood that which was

the 6lj. ' yet many have been Atheist a little before
dlfd. So continues the sapient and superior
ati t ' and the pompous idiocy of the phrasing is

truthf **° cbam,ing to disturb by criticism. But,
Q. t° tell, the world never has known a common-

ove b that was Atheistic. In every society the
Ilhe A Iniing hulk of the people have been Theists.

Pe°Pt°>have been ruled in the name of God,
naQ eret iu the name of God, murdered in the

one 8~ and their own belief in God has been
t/st conditions of their submission to ill-
dfi ~~t. Bacon was of opinion Atheism never

States. “ H. B.” is of opinion that
aiS 8have died because they were Atheistic. Bacon
bekK, Said that “ no decaying merchant or inward
theij hath so many tricks to uphold the oredit of
flo: ..health, as these empty persons [whom he
a cros-f8 as ‘ 8eemtng wise men '] have to maintain
pronL - their sufficiency.” It sounds like a

PQotio character sketch of “ H. B.” ¢ ConEN

Buttressing the Miraculous.

Il cepf *
faSjiB ai® religious oircles it is now becoming the
What i deory intolleotualism, and to enthrone
is that8-°f~e” rnstinot or intuition. The contention
aU addQehOotualism has signally failed to furnish
tiniv 1Qate and satisfactory interpretation of the
MiraR O, In an article entitled “ A Plea for
the " which appears in the Inquirer for June 22,
m°deri™ J; M. Lloyd Thomas assures us that “ tho
tific inf "a*nd is profoundly uneasy about tho Boien-
tioo th OrPrOtation of the Universe.” In that asser-
ere are two grave errors for which there is no
to apOL In the first place, Mr. Thomas has no right
la thé KIQ name of “ the modern mind ” ; and,
Neat hn°C ™ Place>we flatly contradict the state-
not & tha™es °n its behalf. “ Tho modern mind ”
the Unjlineaay about the scientific interpretation of
Nith ~ Terse,” beoause it is exceedingly well pleased
Station e" Ov)y it to be an essentially true inter-
cut th If.by “ns" in the following extraot is
al00gh = h himself, what is said may be true
echteric’ =X if it refers to scientists generally every

i 18 grossly inacourato:i—

Soien enty years ago moat of us hailed Natural
flues as the new Light-Bringer. It gave us all a
Wet0 80 °f superiority over our benighted fellows who
religion“* groping about among the superstitions of

6\Vetyth e were g0*hg tO know everything and to do
mg- Wo wore also going to be everything, but
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more especially we were going to be ladvanced.
Gradually we began to suspect that we were ‘ad-
vancing ' backwards into acul-de-sac. To-day we realise
we have been trapped by our intellectual pride into a
rationalistic blind alley from which Bergson and others
are busily trying to lead us out.”

No scientist; of repute has ever been so silly as to
boast that he was “ going to know everything, to do
everything, and to be everything.” The mid-Victorian
scientists most frequently mentioned are Darwin,
Tyndall, and Huxley; but nothing characterised
them more than their constant confession of ignor-
ance. To them the Universe teemed with mysteries.
Even in his famous Belfast Address Tyndall mads
“ no exclusive claim for science,” nor attempted “ to
erect it into an idol and to-day all that science
claims to have arrived at is “ a systematic interpre-
tation of the phenomena which we call ‘ Nature ' as
a vast and orderly mechanism, the working of whioh
we can to a large extent perceive, foresee, and
manipulate so as to bring about certain results and
avoid others.”

Is Mr. Lloyd Thomas prepared to pronounce the
scientific interpretation of the Universe untrue ?
Ha asserts that there is “ a salutary reaction”
against it, but omits to supply particulars. We
respectfully invite him to prove that Rationalism is
“a blind alley” into which intellectualism has
trapped us, and out of which Bergson is so busily
leading us. The scientists themselves believe that
they are advancing on the only true lines, and know
nothing of any cul-de-sac. The biologists of the
present are loyally building on the foundation laid
by Darwin sixty years ago. Bergson admits that
the mechanistic theory of the Universe cannot be
scientifically refuted, and therefore when he
attempts the feat he miserably fails to perform it
We shall give a single illustration of Bergson's
reasoning. He declares that if precisely similar
structures are produced on two divergent lines of
evolution the scientific interpretation of the Universe
breaks down. Well, he says, the eyes of Pecten and
the eyes of vertebrates, when compared, are seen to
be extremely alike, though molluscs and vertebrates
represent two divergent lines of evolution. There-
fore, the existence of such close similarity under
such dissimilar conditions oan only be accounted for
on the assumption that a stream of life consciously
impelled to the production of similar eyes in
molluscs and vertebrates. This consoious stream of
life is perpetually struggling against matter, labori-
ously pushing its way through it, and performing all
sorts of miraoles as it goes. Now, the eye has been
made by a tiny rivulet from tho main stream of life ;
and it appears that when this tiny eye-making
rivulet had penetrated far enough into matter the
result was a highly complex organ of vision. And a
peculiarity of this conscious rivulet of life is that it
could make but one kind of eye, an eye possessing
cornea lens, and complexity of structure. Unfor-
tunately, however, Nature has produced an entirely
different sort of eye, the eye of Nautilus, which is
the simplest eye possessed by any animal of the same
bulk and general elaboration of organisation. Sir
Ray Lankester describes it as “ simply a slightly
projecting hemispherical box like a kettle-drum, half
an inch in diameter, its surface looking like that of
the surrounding integument, whilst in the middle of
the drum-membrane is a minute hole.” Bergson
says (Creative Evolution, p. 101) that “ no matter how
distant two species may bo from each other, if the
progress towards vision has gone equally far in both,
there is the same visual organ in each case.” Such
is the Bergsonian theory; but Nature gives it the
lie direct by holding up an eye, lacking cornea, lens,
and complexity of structure, being but a simple pit
of tho integument, or “ a pin-hole camera” Kkind
of eye.

Now, Mr. Lloyd Thomas, being a divine, naturally
prefers the metaphysical absurdities and inconsist-
encies of Bergson to the veritable discoveries of
science. Disowning the intellect as a guide he gives
the reins to an uninstruoted and irresponsible imagi-
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nation. Could anything be more illogical than the
following : “ The truth is that Human Life cannot
exist without religion, and religion cannot exist without
miracle.” As a matter of fact, human life does exist
without religion, and religion without miracle. These
are stubborn facts, whether Mr. Thomas likes them or
not. There are hundreds of thousands of Atheists in
Christendom to-day who enjoy life to the full apart
from religion, and there are multitudes of professing
Christians who have renounced the miraculous.
There is a distinctly Bergsonian and Lodgean flavor
about Mr. Thomas’s artiole. He despises faots,
evidences, and demonstrations, and revels in baseless
assumptions, ignorant fannies, and debasing super-
stitions. Listen to this echo of Bergson :(—

“ However loyal we may wish to be to science, wo
cannot acquiesce in the pedantic idea that the Universe
is a self-contained machine, moving with uniform order,
without any shock of surprise or thrill of the unexpected,
or awe of unexperienced beginnings. Whatever order
belongs to the world is the order, not of mechanism,
but of an ever-poetic, creative life. It is not a thing of
wheels and cylinders and pistons and cranks. It is
essentially a Consciousness, a Divine Consciousness.
It is the place of souls, the abode of intelligent beings
who are being trained for ever-deepening communion
with God....... Our secular affairs are saturated through
and through with sacred meanings. Nature is soaked
with supernatural significances. Humanity is drenched
with Deity.”

This delightfully ont-Bergsons Bergson, whose task
as a metaphysician has been playfully compared to
that of “ a blind man in a dark room hunting for a
black cat which is not there.” Borgsoniem is a cross
between the teleologioal and the mechanical views of
the Universe. It denies that the Vital Impetus or
push, which is at once a driving and a creative force
in evolution, works with an eye on any specific end
or with any specific purpose, which is true to faot,
bnt by no means complimentary to the stream of con-
scions life. Hero Mr. Thomas unceremoniously parts
company with his philosophical guide, and gives
expression to the most emphatic teleology. His
knowledge infinitely surpasses that of the mere
metaphysician, and emboldens him to state dog-
matically that the ultimate end of the evolutionary
process is to train man for “ over-deepening com-
munion with God.” From the heights of his omni-
science he looks down disdainfully on science, and
haughtily says :(—

“ Science is a sieve too coarso to hold tho gold dust
and liquid wonder of all tho True, tlio Beautiful, tho
Good. Our scientific knowledge is a fisherman’s not in
the ocean of wonder—the tides and currents of tho
deepest life of the spirit pass and repass through its
meshes unobstructed and unobserved. Tho sense of
this breaks out now and again into a fresh plea for the
miraculous.”

As one observes all this is but “ sounding brass and
tinkling cymbal,” or an unruly wave of pure emo-
tionalism, or a tissue of sentimental trash, with
neither knowledge nor experience behind it. It is
Bergsonlsm carried to its farthest possible limits of
illusion and absurdity. Though blind and in a dark
room, Mr. Thomas wants us to believe that he has
found the black cat, “ which is not there.”

The miraculous for Mr. Thomas is practically
synonymous with tho supernatural; and when he
says that “ the natural gives out the supernatural as
a flower gives out perfume,” he simply plays with
words, and knows not what he means. To say that
“ where God's Anger touches ns, there onr life leaps
into flame,” is to “ speak with tongnea” which none
can understand, and the speaker least of all. It is
nnadnlterated gibberish. The illnsions formulated
in Bergson's books are condemned by Sir Ray
Lankester as “ worthless and unprofitable,” and as
“ causing waste of time and confusion of thought to
many of those who are induced to read them ” ; but
Bergson’s illusions pale into insignificance beside the
illusions formulated by Mr. Thomas in this short
article. When a man can talk seriously about
viewing the invisible, touching the intangible,
knowing tho unknowable, and clutching tho inappre-
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hensible, we have a fearful example of what befffll9
those who repudiate the guidance of the intellect W
favor of that of a will-o’-the-wisp called instinct or
intuition. Knowledge comes as the reward of care-
ful investigation. Nature is a mine in which w0
dig for the precious ore of truth, and the intellect is
the pick. So far as wo know this mine has n°
outside or beyond. It is the only object the esi8t
ence of which is known to us. The Great Beyondc
theology is dreamland, and the life of those wnO
imagine that they are in contact with it is dreata
life. It is the scientist alone who deals with reali-
ties, while the psalmist is the viotim of hallucination®

and illusions. j LLOYU.

Freethought and Christianity in Madagascar-

For a long time past Madagascar -liaB been a Viie"
school of experiment and expropriation in tb
interests of the rival Catholic and Protestan
departments of the great business of Chbristia
cajolery. The trade of humbugging the native
with pills and formulae for the “cure” of souls wa
| believe, first started—at any rate, on the
soale—by the Protestant practitioners of the gfe®
art and mystery of religion. Their efforts at @8tfl
fishing anything like a decent connection were ma
after the country had been desolated by the Europe»»
but Christian, slave-hunters, principally Portugue® J
whose civilising exploits dated back to the old
BragaDza and Inquisition days. After theffli *
1612, came the French missionaries, whose die”
torial arroganoe was promptly quelled by whole®"
extirpation. And then, after a lull of 150 yOfl ’
during which six generations of Madagascar heat i
poured their damned sonls in one long fiery O™ reft
into the flames of hell, the London Mission
Society, prodded by divine Providence, began,

1811, to basy themselves with tho salvation of
Malagasy. Such measure of success as was attain >
after much internecino carnage and persecution,
the Protestant missionaries, soon oxcited the P
fessional jealousy of Holy Mother Church,
emissaries came along and set np branch esta
ments of tho old concern whose headquarters 'UGe"
Rome, and whose “ angels and ministers of graG j
are ubiquitous. Both tho Catbolio and tho Protes ~
sky-pilotB vended the same commodity—salv® .g
and, in both oases, they acted a3 the advance ag

of two rival political influences, the Frenoh an

¥

English. And thus it happened that 0By,
inignitons annexation of tho island by the N
tho Malagasy Christians, who happened ~ /0t

Catholics, had ono eye fixed on God and tho jr
on France, whilst the Protestant converts put
trust in Jesus and tho English protectorate. ~O
At length, when, in the fulness of titn>gO0f
Napoleonic regime sank in the blood and 8“'l.oUgb
Sedan, the French Ropublic, after emerging 1  jjf0
tho many vicissitudes of its terrible struggio of
with the Chnrcb, began its beneficent ~ ~ ot
secularising the institutions of the country J of
home and abroad. By this time the annexa ~
Madagascar by France was a fait accomp » g00-
nothing remained but to administer tho now P {jfle.
sion in as enlightened a manner as P
Towards that end, the Mission Laique J1 ’e (jjon

founded at Paris, in June, 1902, for the Pr°P b“s
of seoular education in tho French Colon
already done good work. In bis speech ot ~ tb0

her 22, 1903, at a banquet under tho auspic® eorJjjot
above society, the president, M. Doumergu® 1  jjjgb
French Minister for tho Colonies) BP°e mpfisbe”
terms of tho important pedagogiowork a c c 0 ° *
the island by M. Doschamps, the thend j~or®
,»€ Board of Education in Madagascar. aBe of
of this enlightened administrator in tho
secular education were made possible by

Iad
* Revue de Venseigvement Colonial, p. 4; 1 aris>1



joly 14, 1912

nd good sense of M. Augagneur, who, besides being
6 Governor-General of Madagascar, is a well-
n°wn and respected figure in the French Free-
ought movement. To the united efforts of these
en it was due that the secular spirit in education
o triumphed in Madagascar that the Christian
~others, who had enjoyed the practical monopoly of
“csti°n, were compelled to evacuate the island,
~the lay schoolmasters reigned in th6ir stead.
AH these influences—the influence of religious

tension amongst the missionaries and their
GDerts, the influence of Christianity upon the
kjiuuct its professors, as seen either in the

rrors of the old slave-drives or in the atrocities
a nRoted with the recent annexation of the country,
Jdi-  ast>but not least, the influence of education
in the schools established by the more or
.»enlightened amongst the invaders—bore its
tho ? a%e and logical fruit in the growth of Free-
Into. t.1° Madagascar. In his invaluable survey of
g "national Freethought during 1910*- M. Eugene
the p>thO new Yioe-President of the N. S. S,, to whom
iod ~reetbought cause throughout the world stands
Diet = for so much of its knowledge of the move-
in many lands, quotes from a letter of a
@\gascar Freethinker, stating that—

n°w that republican principles have been brought to
W by the French Government, and that the light of
Ocular education is guiding us to reason and delivering
hom religious obscurantism, the good sense of the
f a*agasy is awakening, and many young men, warned
y the dangers of religion, and aware of the benefits of

Ana ?°u ar education, are embracing Freethought.”

foou glen’ order b° show that the hold of Free-
zes uPon ffl0 Malagasy is no empty boast, he
Si,. t0Q example of one of the dead heroes of
dire faay Freethoughb, Rakotofuringa, the Ilate

‘Or.°f one of the official primary schools at
frQntbriv°* N ak°f°farf{Ba was a brand snatched
evan Jj? Christian fire. Eduoated by his father, an
«fetael?o °™PI°yed by the Protestant mission, he
reijJ e bimaolf altogether from all ideas of
&bo a' an™ ~°°k nP an appointment in tho official
so0ll 8established by the French Government. He
hi8,,'y.°Qfbe esteem of his chiefs, the sympathy of
baCa® eagoes, and tho affection of his pupils, and
th°’ac® OUG of the most fervent apostles of Free-

1 his speeches, his writings, and his
a&bd O labored unwearyingly for the intellectual
8 . Oral emancipation of his fellow-countrymen
Ml], ~Vj.neafth the yoke of the missionaries. His last

®& Wo PrGBencO °* J*8 family, contain

re as a Freethinker and an Atheist, without auy

fm r ~*us'sl that my burial may be a purely civil
aud that no word of religion bo dropped into
Sgl mb. | rely upon my chiefs and upon my

(j0c]aar™ AQurades for the rigorous carrying out of this

Noried” °~ar’n8a on April 1910, and waB
Mth t.On tho following day, in exaot conformity

tur0p”3 expressed wishes. An imposing crowd of

tioo and Malagasy, friends of secular educa-

te j,0¢ °f its distinguished advocate, accompanied

°faRey this young man—only twenty-four years
a )”'aMat address.

08 the outcome of these labors, a

I8] group has just been formed in Mada-

pastal7 has established a weekly paper, Ny
~sfre8eG t~be Sun] (address, 34 Rue Augey-
sirog ~-~batovinaki, Tananarive), whose editor

QIn 0 enter into friendly relations of exchange
Qothg~~'eation with editors and contemporaries
?tive p aaJs. The new group is composed of
AN NaBvOeN* 1M 01~ having a membership of 150
gl IGaddition to sixty-four Europeans, whose
.Git Govt however, is purely honorary. The pre-
G°rarv rnor; General of Madagascar is actually tho
M~ Q 18" 0Qt °f the Society.

eiety bears the title {in Fronch) of “ La
, — Amis laignes.” One side of tho acti-

«e &:'LLibre p L. . ,
ensée internationale, p. 90 (Brussels : 350 Chaussée
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vities of the Society relate to objects of mutual aid
amongst the members, e.g., by aasuring secular burial
to the members and by defraying the cost of inter-
ment, the succor of widows and orphans, and the
relief of distressed members. But in addition to
all this there is the educational and propagandistic
work, seonlar in character, and anti-Christian and
anti-missionary in its specific objects, carried on by
the Society. The leotures organised by the Sooiety
are in the Malagasy tongue, and M. Hins’ informants
tell him that the addresses are well attended.
These lectures deal with subjects like “ Marriage
Amongst the Sakalaves,” “ The Worship of An-
cestors,” “ Tabons (sacred names and sacred plaoes),”
some details of whioh would be of great ethnological
and sociological value to European students, and
might, it is suggested, be contributed to this and
kindred journals. But this is not all. Other
addresses are directed specially against the teaching
of the missionaries, besides which, the Society is con-
cerned with the popularisation of general knowledge in
history and other subjects connected, not with KiDg-
dom-come, but with the intelligent development of the
colony on secular lines. On account of the specific-
ally Freothought character of its work, the Society
suffers from the attacks both of tho French Catholic
missionaries and the English Protestant missionaries,
as well as from the fanaticised neophytes of both
parties. Despite tho faot that the Governor-General
is the President d’honneur of the Sooiety, its
members are exposed to the persecutions of the
inferior underlings, without the knowledge and,
it may be, without the approval of the higher
members of the administrative personnel.

It is in these circumstances that the Malagasy
Freethinkers make their appeal to Europe and
America for literature, books, pamphlets, and news-
papers, in order that they may bo furnished with the
intellectual weapons of warfare against the baleful
infiuenoe of the missionaries. | have no doubt that
the different Freethought and Rationalistic agonoies
in the English-speaking countries will not be backward
in responding to this appeal, which was addressed, in
tho first place, to our indefatigable friend Dins, who,
in bis turn, asks me to hand it on, so far as English
and American Frcethought journals and agendas
are concerned, to all those whom it may concern.
English and American Freethinkers, mindful of the
faot that the old religions waros once in universal
demand amongst ns are now beooming a drng in the
home market, will not, | hope, be disposed to look on
with tho eye of indifference at these unscrupulous
manceuvres on the part of the commercial travellers
whose leading line is superstition and whose tradi-
tional methods are those of shoddy piety and genuine
persecution. A generous sense of solidarity will no
doubt inspire them to co operate with these brave
fighters who are defending an advanced outpost of
tho International Froethought movement.

In a recent number of La Pensée (June 23), our
friend Hins summarises tho actual situation in
Madagascar, as obtained from private information
just received from a correspondent in the island. It
appears that the coast tribes of the west and sonth,
principally the Sakalaves, have preserved their
customs, their sorcerers, and tho worship of
ancestors ; whilst tho population on the east coast
and tho high plateaux, tho Hovas and the Betsileos,
tho traditional enemies of the Sakalaves, have become
enslaved to the Frenoh, English, and Norwegian
missions.  Their secularisation will be a difficult
task, whilst that of the Sakalaves will soon take
place, owing to the offioial schools, of which the
number is on tho increase year by year, thanks
to the zeal shown by the Governor-General, M.
Augagneur, and his successor, M. Picgni6. In
order to counteract the secular schools, the mis-
sionaries have created all kinds of societies in
all classes in the colony, and exploit the natives
in the most shameful manner for the provision of
salaries to the sky-pilots, the maintenance of
Christian joss-houses, the purchase of Bibles, and
other pions works.
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The missionaries are described as omnipotent.
They bring pressure to bear upon the public
functionaries by means of the distinguished people
who have made themselves their imps of power.

Ny Masoandro was founded in 19i0, thanks to the
moral and pecuniary support of a number of Free-
thinkers and Freemasons in Tananarive. The first
number of the new Rationalist weekly appeared on
October 14, 1910, and its pages are enriched by the
writings of some twenty collaborators. Attached to
the journal is a publishing business for the dissemi-
nation of pamphlets amongst the natives who under-
stand foreign languages.

The missionaries were furious, and retaliated by
the widespread distribution of a pamphlet, entitled
“ Offspring of Monkeys.” They followed up this
meek and mild insinuation by various acts of
calumny intended to bring down upon the Free-
thinkers the strong hand of the Government.

Now that the tricks of the missionary trade in
Madagascar are being denounced in Europe and
America, and brought home to the knowledge of the
French Government, it is to be hoped that these soul-
curers may be watched and checked in their operations
and made to walk circumspectly within the limits of
prayer and praise and non-intervention in the secular
concerns of the island. Throughout the world Free-
thinkers will rely upon M. Pioqui6 keeping a watchful
eye constantly open upon the missionaries.

William Heaford.

QUESTIONS OF THE HOUR.

A priest who was possessed of an endless flow of language
whenever he arose to make a speech, was once addressing a
body of Irishmen on the subject of Irish benevolent societies.
He spoke from eight o’clock until eleven, and his audience
was yawning wearily.

At last he ended, and then, with a broad smile, inquired
if anyone wished to ask a question.

A stubby little man in the rear of the hall stood up.

“ Ah, Mr. O'Malley,” said the priest, “ what question can
I answer for you ?”

O'Malley yawned.
toime is it?”

“ Please, father,” he said, “ what

AS THE TYPE TOLD IT.

The Rev. Dr. Charles Lee Reynolds, of the Second Pres-
byterian Church, preached a powerful sermon on the subject:
“ Tho Cup in Joseph's Sack.” Tho Herald, through one of
its linotypes and its proofreader, made Dr. Roynolds talk
about “ The Sup in Joseph’s Sock,” though it is well known
that they didn't wear socks in those days.

The Rev. Dr. George F. Pentecost, who was a recent
visitor to Lexington, preached a sermon in Dr. Roynolds’'s
church, taking for his text the losson of the great draught
of fishes and speaking from the subject, “ Tho Broken Net.”
Tho Herald said the good doctor preached about “ Tho
Broken Neck.”—Lexington Herald.

GETTING BACK AT HIM.

This ono is told about an East End dancing class. There
was a young woman who thought a good deal about
ancestry and doscent, and there was a young man who
thought that all such stuff was snobbish. Tho two sat out
a dance together, and the girl mounted her hobby almost at
once.

“ What was your father ? " interrupted the young man.

“ Father was a gentleman.”

“ Hal But what did ho do for a living? "

The young man thought that smart, but the girl came
right back.

“ What was your father ? ” she asked.

“ My father raised hogs.”

“ 1 see he did. But what did he do for a living ?”

A DRAWING CARD.

11 We have called the Rev. Dr. Blank to our church next
year.”

“You don't mean itl | never heard of him. What
church has he ever had ? Is he a famous preacher ?”

“ Famous preacher! Should say he was. Ho has been
indicted by a grand jury twice, and was three times sus-
pended from the ministry in four years. | expect we shall
have to build an addition to our church in six months.”
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Acid Drops.

“ How these Christians love another 1”7 That was said
some sixteen hundred years ago. Who would say it now—
in Belfast ?

M. Maurice Maeterlinck has been awarded the triennial
prize for French dramatic literature for his play, The
Bird. A still bluer bird is mixed up with origins of to0
Christian superstition.

Even the Pope is alarmed at the multiplication of nun-
neries in the Catholic Church. According to reports in the
public press he has decided to suppress all that have been
in existence less than ten years, or that have less than ntty
members. The greatest fault of these too numerous nuns
appears to be that they don’t bring money enough into th
Romish exchequer.

Christians are very particular about the “ language "’ €
Freethinkers, and are ready to give them three or fOn
months’ imprisonment for speaking too plainly.
wouldn’t it be better if they paid a little more attentio
to their own “ language ” ? Viscount Wolmer, for instancy
speaking at the late big Cardiff meeting to protest a8alf?
tho disestablishment of the Church in Wales, said: 1 ",
will not see our ancient Church spoiled, disgraced, aD
robbed by this damnable Bill.” Suppose a Freethinker callO
tho Bible a 'mdamnable Book,”—how the Christians won
howl 1

At the inquest on Dora Hussey, who was found with bet
throat cut in a field at Bourne End, near Wycombe,
transpired that Philip Truman, her sweetheart, who w
lying by her side with wounds in his throat, had 10*
letter which contained the following passage relating to *
breaking off of the engagement by her parents on accou
of his jealous disposition :—

“ | am quite sane, but | cannot live without my girl’
is the purest in the world. God forgive my soul | h
for all the trouble. Please forgive my rash act, and oo
wear any mourning at the funeral. God bless and help y
all! In this world I have nothing to livo for.”

Not a trace of Atheism as, according to Talmago and Torrcy>
their ought to bo in all cases of suicido.

Several years ago tho Rev. Frank Ballard was appoin" j.
as Christian Evidence lecturer by tho Wesleyan Metho
Conference. His mission was to go forth and smite
unbelievers hip and thigh, until there should bo no more
them in the land. It was stated at tho time that his e%.£e
ment for such a work was “ unique,” and from time to 1
reports of overcrowded meotings and slaughtered
believers began to come in. These wore probably wrl
by Mr. Ballard himself; but they appeared. Now wo 100
from last week’s Methodist Times, that Mr. Ballard’s ca®
as official infidel-slayer is at an end. It certainly
bccauso there are no more Freethinkers loft. The . °gOt.
Times rather cruelly says that “ the requests for IS 70
vices have declinod," and so tho Homo Mission Comm' .y
declines to proceed furthor with the experiment. Fro ~
thoso who did engage Mr. Ballard found that his ¢ 0.
made no appreciable difference in the number of Q
thinkers, and may oven havo suggested doubt3 to ma gye
the Christians who listened to him. And so, aftO nQOd,
years, evory Freethinker, so far as Dr. Ballard is coaco
is to be permitted to go to Hades in his own fashion.

West

Rov. Thomas Phillips is indignant that some lar”° €S for
End firms haro opened their grounds to thoir employ <
Sunday afternoon cricket and tennis. We appro0l0 j tO
common sense of the firms in question. It will dog 70
the people who are employed behind tho counter °r,[oyerQ
office all the week, and will no doubt benofit the °®" nie in
themselves. The only ones who may suffer aro P-ngpirsed
the same Hne of Dugiiness as Mr. Rtiillips. But an Jam0 af
gospel ought to be able to hold its own against a Nir
tennis. After all, these employers do not say £ jf they
workpeople shall not attend chapel. They can g° aDyo»e
wish to, and that being the case, we do not see tjia . g ale0
is justified in grumbling at their choice. Mr. pljll i{,ie d»?
says that, if there is a God in heaven, there is a,, ~ 1o pi0?
of reckoning coming for the “ irresponsible rich '~ 0{ a
golf on Sunday. He evidently thinks there is “ a
time " coming for them.

The great Duke of Wellington was fond af a” ,atti®
books with a pencil. Reading a History of the atging
Waterloo, he wrote “L ” and “D L " in many
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Asked what these mystic letters meant, the Duke replied :
“‘Lie’ and ' Damned Lie,” to be sure.” Just imagine the
Bible annotated with the same freedom.

&re not quite sure what Lord Morley had in his mind
11 bis address before the University of Manchester, but this
1Bwhat he said:—

“ In the four great faiths—Christendom, Judaism, Islam,
Buddha—in spite of reformation and counter-reformation,
internecine conflict, even displacements by fire and sword
{Fgm without, yet how steadfastly the names, the rights,

practices, and traditions persist.”
g ? out serious qualifications such a statement is so mis-
n In§ as to be almost untrue. It is quite true that the
onl groat religions persist, but that is about the
jkg . “8 that goes without serious change. The practices,
(. ,rgbts (is this a newspaper misprint for rites?), the
hand{l168 aie ab *n a constaut state of change. A Chris-
becT *Or examPlo, that remained unchanged would soon
JQ ISowned by every educated man and woman. Religions
diano Ber8st unchanged; they persist because they
Sa  '>and people imagine because they keep tho old
Ud° 'bey Mave retained the old religion. Even tho gods
Powlf°i 0*an8e' Social and intellectual growths are too
iswfriu tor even them. And the final stage of the process
and 'en burQanity sheds for ever its clothing of superstition
I;tiegls consc*oua °l its own strength and creative po3sibi-

n
mAst - ~rcbhbishop of Canterbury says that many people
clér, Perspiration for inspiration. May be; but the
°y do not thank us for pointing it out.

bay ®,”cbbishop of Capetown, speaking at York on “ The
field p Opportunity in Africa,” is reported in the Hudders-
to (e *amwmer (July 3) to have said: “ When he first went
door @ UUcountry he never thought of sleeping with his
baatin U’ b'T* *rrles bad changed with tho bringing of civi-
Couid 1 i° *be people. That was the pity of it, and one
an udorstaud it.” Certainly it is a pity; and just
Pot & ainly it may be understood. The Archbishop does
his ow be *8 Pay‘'ng a very back handed compliment to
beenc Q rob80u. The plain, simple, honest Zulus have
but j3°)ruPb@ by vicious Christians; not by L civilisation ”
y Christian civilisation.”

talwq

Reformed Church Synod, which met and
factth +, et°ria in Juno, gave its attention to tho shocking
Afci ®od ” had been entirely omitted from tho South
should i~°?8“tution. Tho Synod demanded that “ God”
Qutop 'nsertod. Tho Almighty ought to be recognised,
bate . And tho Almighty, if there be an Almighty, will
Seeg A NUSOd when he (she or it) wants to bo. The Synod
thing. 0 Worry about that. Nor is it necessary to say nasty
Otthoiloab°Uk ~eneral Botha and General Smuts. Their
Gitowwh  ruaJ n°t bo absolutely sound, but it appears to be
of tLa+ O aBow of thoir attending to the political business
~ QUghf¥)ar* British Empire. Tho Synod, however,
“CGolli,~ wise to writo to Botha about the neglect of
"Gog’j® or>aa one of tho Dutch preachers present said,
‘he Best a )QaloU8 Llod, and as sure as fato ho would cause
But oneP3M0LL a political union that did not honor him.”
alotof rz.at0-who bad a little common senso as well as

51Cethin ° sn88estet that they would have to “ do”
Je, 8- Talk, talk, talk, would only mako Botha and

m in3prutneilt laugh at them. Well, wo shall see what
‘do,” 8uant friends of tho jealous, neglected God will

VAtive r b>0 Synod spoakors, evidently a good old Conser-
ved to jotaarbed that they (that is, tho Dutch true believers)
h ~'t maV ™0 belp of God before the war. Perhaps so.

tb!'ld baY® been more to the purpose if God had
5ut t(lejldQ during the war. God did not help them to

e°®*Bb,Ir pnofniol8. And a good many of the younger
ave laid tho lesson to heart.
«  mmm———

Jfer3tomPir pal ~burch of tho Holy Trinity in Brooklyn
ow .td.cal science and hygiene by adopting a sanitary
AP A while ago, when tho idea was broached

t!6 i~ofan’ pl'o “Yve bishops violently protested against
8fiter,,.:,.lon of tho sacrament involved in disinfecting
| cim m it is administered, or providing indi-
FE* Whkcoti © ™ ®*s COURLFY BISHOP Grafton 6f Fon do
06"°Idi1'ﬁa@¥0<boed tho English bishop’s excited shout.
. °wors they might tako their blood-of-Jesus in
dpBd Gt IRt God would protect them from tho operation
Btn/f6 by* - llaturo-manifestedin the communication of
Olanfl ans of germs. And it docs look as though

ho Britisher wore tho logical and consistent
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parties. When God was on earth and lost his life by dis-
agreeing with his creatures on the subject of religion, he
came out of his grave to tell the faithful that they should
take up serpents or drink any deadly thing and it would not
hurt them. Rector Melish of the Brooklyn church had to
be shown before he would believe there was poison in the
communion cup; but when la member of the vestry who
combines in a splendid way scientific method and religious
reverence ' made a bacteriological test and found germs of
disease on the rim of the cup, his doubts flew away. Now
he has a six-square cup, with six separate drinking places
on the edge; he handles it himself, and when six persons
have had it, he sends it to the dish-washer and takes
another. The communion, with the implication that the
partaker is drinking the blood of a man-god, is a queer
survival of barbarism in this age. It is preserved only
because it is pickled in superstition.”— Trutliseeker (New
York). _

Burdett's Hospitals and Charities for 1912 contains the
following:—

“ The more we study the accounts of these bodies, the
more we are impressed with the feeling that they do not
accurately indicate either the financial position or the actual
work done by most of the societies charged with the organi-
sation of foreign missions. The time has come when those
responsible for Church government, and especially those who
are members of the Church of England, should face this fact
and insist upon reform.”

We have been saying the same thing, in stronger and
plainer language, for years. But we are not sanguine of
any reform taking place. The main motive in publishing
the reports is to secure subscriptions; and facts are not
allowed to interfere with theso coming in. If any regis-
tered company issued a statement of accounts and report of
work similar to that issued by many of the missionary
societies, public attention would soon be called to the fact.
But in the name of religion almost any imposture is pro-
tected against exposure.

Some liars for tho glory of God once invented the yarn of
Queen Victoria having styled the Bible “ the source of
England’s greatness.” Mark Twain said the English are
only once mentioned in the sacred volume and that is in
tho Beatitude—"“ Blessed are tho meek, for they shall
inherit the earth.”

Tho Rev. Alfred Holland, vicar of St. Agnes, Kennington,
London, S.E., complains that ho cannot get Brixton and
Walworth to mix. Ho must be a sanguine man to expect
working class pooplo and middle class snobs to associate
because he tells them the fairy taleB of tho Bible.

It appoars that some time ago there was a religious census
taken in Australia, and a summary of the returns is contri-
buted to the Christian World by the Rev. F. C. Spurr. It
seems that 3,254 returned themselvos as Freethinkers, 3 084
as Agnostics, 579 as Atheists, and over 110,000 declined to
make any declaration. We think we could give a fair guess
at tho religious opinions of the bulk of this last lot.
According to Mr. Spurr, in ten years—the date of the last
census—Freethinkers havo declined 65 per cent., while
Agnostics have increased from 971 to 3,084, and Atheists
from 274 to 597. This looks as though tho vague “ Free-
thinker ” had given way to a more definito non-religious
frame of mind. For ourselves, we salute the gallant 579,
and hope that they will gain recruits both from the Christian
world and from those who are not Christian, but who prefer
tho adoption of a slightly moro L rospectable ” term than
that of Atheist.

Mr. Spurr says that the number of Freethinkers is incon-
siderable. As a moro item in an arithmetical calculation,
that is so. The mistake men like Mr. Spurr make
is considering that Christians are the most important
because they happen to bo the most numerous.
Mr. Spurr should reflect on the rabbits in Australia. We
believe they considerably outnumber the whole Christian
population. He also says that thirty years ago, when there
was a propaganda “ led by a notorious person whose morality
was a very dubious quality,” Athoists were very numerous.
Like most clergymen, Mr. Spurr is very lavish in innuendo,
and very economic in names and dates. Tho only person
who could really claim to be a loader of Atheists in
Melbourne thirty years ago was Joseph Symos. If ho is
the one whom Mr. Spurr refers to, wo beg to inform him,
quietly but decidedly, that Joseph Symes was a better man
than ever Mr. Spurr could hope to be. Wo never heard any
whisper against the character of Joseph Symes, and it is
odd that we should get it now—not so odd, perhaps, when
we consider that it comes from a clergyman. Mr. Spurr
also finds that the Atheists in Australia are persons whose
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“ education is extremely defective.” So, also, with the
Agnostics. The majority of those Agnostics “ who have
come to me with their religions difficulties ” are very ill-
informed on matters in general. We can well believe this.
Agnostics who would go to a man like Mr. Spurr with their
religious difficulties would be very poor specimens indeed.
Mr. Spurr might perhaps reflect on the workings of the
principle of affinity. Intellectual and well - informed
Agnostics would be likely to apply elsewhere. And Mr.
Spurr’s own discounting of the number of Freethinkers is
discounted in turn by the comment that it would be
interesting to know how much of the belief professed by the
four million Christians was real. So should we. And we
should expect to find that the majority of these professed
Christianity either because they were too mentally indolent
to question what they had been taught or as a badge of
social respectability. And it is hardly open to question that
in the life of a community a few thousands of earnest,
thinking, independent minds count for more than the slavish
following by millions of an ancient superstition.

Dr. Dixon has been lecturing on “ Labor Unrest and its
Cure.” Wo gather that the cure is to join the Metropolitan
Tabernacle and listen to the more or less harmless tarra-
diddles and fossilised science of Dr. Dixon. Explicitly we
learn of Dr. Dixon two things. First, Jesus Christ is in
sympathy with the toilers, because while he was “ the only
man in history who could choose his birthplace and his
mother, He chose to be born among the common people.”
Second, the secret of curing the labor unrest is for “ every-
body to get right with God through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
There itis I There is tho cure in a nutshell; and we hope
the Labor leaders and others will make the most of it
Seriously, it is almost unbelievable that such colossal ignor-
ance and egotism can find an audience in an age that
delights in calling itself civilised. Dr. Dixon has a large
church, a large congregation, and, we presume, a large
salary. And wo invite serious-minded folk to consider the
effect on social life of thousands of people who can look up
to Dr. Dixon for light and leading. For, after all, Dr. Dixon
is nothing in himself. He is a mere symbol, and a symbol
of a most unpleasant and dangerous fact in our civilisation.

Melbourne, a small town in Derbyshire, contains two lads,
Charles Brown and Laurence Fitchett,—the latter, we sup-
pose, being no relation to tho clorical gentleman (from
Australia) who makes a good thing out of Jingo books of his
own writing. Brown and Fitchett fell in love with a pretty
young actress, and the rivalry of these juvenile lovers
reached a climax at a farowell song and dance given by
Nellie Payne at the Church Boys' Club. Fitchett bought a
bottle of scent to give to Nellie, and Brown bought a pistol
for the benefit of Fitchott. Fortunately young Brown
(fifteen 1) was a bad shot, and tho open pocket knife with
which he proposed to back up the bullet was wrested from
him by his intended victim. Brown was indicted at tho
Derbyshire Assizes, but was too young to be dealt with on
the serious charge of shooting. The judge ordered that he
should receive twelve strokes with the birch, following ton
days’ detention. His lordship and the prisonor were both
Christians. That explains them both. Violence on one side
is corrected by violence on tho othor. Two blacks aro to
make a white.

It was not the seraphim who turned Adam and Evo out
of Eden, but Charles Darwin with a steel pen.

Peter's Pence brings in tho paltry sum of .£1,500,000
yearly. “ Blessed be ye poor is a fine sentiment, oh, papa?”

At a recent open-air meeting at Brighton, under tho
auspices of the National Service League, a local clergyman
presided. The chairman was asked by a member of the
audience why he supported militarism, seeing that one of
the commandments was “ Thou shalt not kill." Tho clergy-
man quibbled by replying that the prohibition only applied
to individual murder. His opponent thereupon scornfully
asked if “ Thou shalt not steal ” palliated wholesale theft.
The audience roared.

Tho Brighton Town Council is probably ono of the most
hypocritical public bodies in this Pharisaical country. They
run race meetings, but exclude all halfpenny papers, except
one single copy of tho Brighton Argus, from the Public
Library, because they contain racing news. Thoy over-
crowd the Corporation tramcars, and fino tho 'bus company
if they overcrowd their vehicles. They run Sunday concerts
at the Aquarium and Preston Park, but refuse to.grant
Sunday licenses for inflammable films to tbe picture theatres,
and they are compelled to use non-inflammable films on that
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day. They are always more ready to perceive the mote in
their brother’s eye than the beam in their own. The grOa*
wealth of the Church founded by the tramp-carpenter of
Nazareth enables it to manipulate the municipal elections,
and churchwardens are usually returned unopposed for aJ
vacancies.

The Hibbert Journal is getting more and more orthodox.
1t3 manners are getting orthodox too. In the book-reviews
department the authors who cling to theology and meta-
physics are all patted on the back, while more advanced
writers are treated with something very much like insolence.
A few lines in the new Hibbert are devoted to Mr. Hugh S. K-
Elliott's Modern Science and the Illusions of Professor
Bergson. Sir E. Kay Lankester's introduction to the
volume is treated as a subject of grave rebuke, at which he
will probably have a hearty laugh. “ One can only express
regret, ” the reviewer says, “ that a distinguished man °
science should give his sanction to anything so futile s®,
irrelevant as this volume, for the most part, contains.
Evidently the reviewer means that both Mr. Elliott and ®ir
E. Lankester may consider themselves annihilated.

The Bishop of Stepney, speaking at Southend recently
said “ God had, in answers to prayers and longings an
hopes, granted the Israelites of old that on which all thei
hopes were stayed.” He might have added that the prayer
in all the ghettos of the world in more recent centuries ha
failed to prevent the countless persecutions of “ God’s chosen

people.”

A new book has been published with the title Brass Faces-
It does not contain the portraits of the leading ecclesiastics-

Reviewing Mr. Algot Lange’s In the Amazon Jungle, the
Daily Chronicle concludes with the following paragraph
“ The photographs convoy admirable impressions of/ 1
country where weirdness and beauty of scenery are
sharp contrast, and where the problem as to whether tire
be any purpose at the back of all tho carnage and mise>J
attendant on animal existence has only its emphasis, a
never its solution.”
This is a wary insinuation of the great truth that, when tb®
theologians have done with their sophistical justification
human suffering, there remains the vast suffering of 1
lower animals, which is utterly indefensible.

Colonel Mark Sykes, in tho House of Commons disco8
sion on the Territorials, on July 5, made the legis!840"
laugh by his references to tho Crusaders and tho Jews
the Exodus. Ho remarked that the Crusadors had “ ke®
ness and enthusiasm,” but no discipline, science, or lead
ship, and U were not vory successful.” The Israelites
tho timo of the Exodus had no enthusiasm, but “ they b
good military leaders, and a good organisation, and *
brought them through.” No wonder the House laughed”
this. Tho only military leader the Jews had was an
gentleman of eighty, who had spent most of his time a”
shepherd in watching sheep. Tho less said about t »
“ good organisation ” the bettor. As for “ bringing * )
through,” it took them forty years to perform a fortnig #
journey from Egypt to Palestine, aftor dodging tho
by miraculous agency. Colonel Mark Sykes can ha-
have read the Biblo since his childhood. He should re*
his memory by another perusal.

Three churches were destroyed by tho tornado that

over Regina, killing nearly a hundred pooplo> 10l age.

hundreds more, and doing a million pounds’ da |j9
Anothor proof that “ Providence ” does not recogr8
own buildings on these occasions.

Tho Marquis of Lincolnshire says that “ Of throe S
ecclesiastics | have known, Archbishop Tomple , goOtb
Faith, Cardinal Newman stood for Hope, and Goneral .jag

stood for Charity.” Apart from tho infelicity of bra® |
Newman and Booth, wo always thought that Bootr*
for othor people’s charity.

More pious police follies 1 A Freethought Qjice
named E. B. Stephens has been charged by tjje. a
at Rotherham with “ unlawfully and wilfully Pu",I8e jfbei
certain scandalous, impious, blasphemous, and ProviV.jstiaJ
of and concerning the Holy Scriptures and they
religion.” We understand that the " prisoner” 18 a”bile
inoffensive speaker. More of this next week. Me to
the N. S. S., through the new Sheffield Branch, is 86
Mr. Stephens’ defence.
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements

(Lectures suspended until September.)

To Correspondents.

P~ nl-s Honorarium Fund, 1912.—Previously acknowledged,
*168 10s. 8d. Received since :(—Dr. E. B. Foote (New York),
*104s. 1d.; F. G. Margetson, 10s.; T. Stringer, 2s. 3d. ; A.
USvis, 10g.

*h—See paragraph. Accept our best thanks.

* McPhee—Wo0 have asked Mr. H. Snell, secretary of the
scalar Education League, 19 Buckingham-street, Strand,
\V-C.,, to send you a packet of the League's tracts and

Pamphlets, which will probably supply all you require. Other

~respondents will perhaps take note of this address and write

~O Snell direct when they want such literature.
Hodd.—Sending as desired. See also “ Sugar Plums."

Stewart,—You must be interested in the document locally.

all's-0* no Particular importance other-wise. We are not at
, disposed to turn Mr. Mann (whose articles you like) on to

__e*ev-C. L. Drawbridge. Mr. Mann has better things to do

j anak®doesn't live in London,
g BEwWRITH(S. Africa).—See paragraph. Thanks.
« dok®—We are obliged to postpone dealing with your letter
j, °rat %eecst another week.
W p #AMa (Johannesburg).—See paragraph. Thanks,
j o —Much obliged for cuttings,
g ‘" hite—lInserted : but very belated, isn't it ?

**»«"?— We cannot compel Freethought lecturers to sell the

didGA**er’ ani™ *n 80me ca3eB  would be just as well they

"“Thanks for welcome cuttings,

j M~ rant—Your letter is dated July 5, but the postmark is
r yd (afternoon), and a Saturday afternoon letter does not
il ® °or office until Monday.

L. Maboetson.—May your good wishes for the Freethinker be
6l realised.

mathIN KB— We are not blind to the position of Freethinkers
~  nearmy. Wo hope to tackle the subject some day.

p , 413—Placed to the Fund, as you will see. Thanks,

I

you —Shall be sent. Glad to hear the friond to whom
Bx consecutive weekly copies sent has become a
C® !* sahscriber.

witVa6 BOcv'oe8 °f the National Seoular Society in connection

she  °Qar Burial Services aro required, all communications
hut Qd addressed to the secretary, Miss E. M. Vance.

2 >jRs *or the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to
h«ci ewcaatle-Breot, Farringdou-street, E.G.

Bieet i ONOKB must reaoh 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon

|(5Drtcé‘|l-0-> by first post Tuesday, or they will not be

PiO B*or literature should bo sont to the Shop Manager of tbo
ibj Press, 2 Newoastlo-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.,

P.toag\l Igletr(r)rll%a?ng gollt Ilj:cerature by stamps are specially requested
Tkt I halfpenny stamps
can ker will be forwarded direct from the publishing
iQy ;P°& “yee>at the following rates, prepaid :—Ono year,
1 half year, 5s. 3d.; throo months, 2s. 8d.

Sugar Plums.

wi
06 Qar° glad to see that somo of our frienda aro taking
»s §J ou®aPPoal seriously and aro trying thoir best to get
Lau,,- i5eaders. Hero is an extract from tho lettor of a
akhire” saint

dx-AB 1 think you really deserve encouragement | have

a to get at least six new readers for your very

the ,rahle and always instructive paper. The enclosed is
e fitBt of the six.”

5-«* < & ?.:is acheque for a year’'s subscription to the

wishoth 6r *rom ono °* our correspondent’s friends. We
Bay, 6r *r'ends of this journal would bestir themselves ir
“0a0 manner.

J. L_ndth previous paragraph was writton and set up
ia™ sor*t us a cheque for the second of his six new

j»Po big iScr*kers' Evidently he moans business. We

“rtttkini. determination will inspire other friends of the
ier to go and do likewise.

inches ot the N.S.S., or individual subscribers who

S h p S nto' specimen ” copies of the Freethinker, can
oppose b an”™ 9uantity of back numbers for that
~w CaH,applyinR to our shop manager (Mr. H. Saill) at
“fo-stroet, Farringdon-street, London, E.C. All tho
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cost to applicants is the payment of carriage.
afford to do that ourselves. _

We cannot

We have received the Secular Education Chronicle for
July, issued by the Secular Education League, 19 Bucking-
ham-street, Strand, W.C. This little publication is now
issued quarterly. We commend it to the best attention of
our readers. The price is cno penny. Another advanced
publication is tho Rationalist Peace Quarterly, issued by the
Rationalist Peace Society. The price of this also is one
penny. It is published by the Chancery Lane Press, 1, 2,
and 3 Rolls-passage, E.C. We advise our readers to make
its acquaintance.

The Secular Society, Ltd., has arranged for a three
months’ propagandist tour through Yorkshire and Lanca-
shire during July, August, and September,—which may be
continued afterwards if the experiment is reasonably suc-
cessful. Mr. Jackson, of Leeds, who spent a fortnight in
the local prison for using “ profane language "—including
the abominable and ghastly statement that he did not
believe in the existence of God—is to be the lecturer on
this tour, and is to bo accompanied by Mr. Gott as salesman
of literature. The work is to be carried on systematically
week after week, and day after day, and something like £5
a week of the funds of tho Secular Society, Ltd., is ear-
marked for the enterprise. The meetings held will be
entirely free in every sense of the word. Not even
collections will bo made. On the other hand, Mr. Gott,
who is an old practitioner in the business, will push the
sale of tho Freethinker and other literature supplied
to him by the Society. Mr. Gott will also be the local
organiser of meetings under this plan, and, as far as
public work is concerned, will devote himself exclusively to
the effort. Readers of this journal who want to see some-
thing done in their towns (in Yorkshire and Lancashire, of
course) would save time by writing to him direct at 28
Church-bank, Bradford. Those who prefer to do so can
write to the N. S.S. headquarters secretary (Miss E. M.
Vauco) at 2 Newcastlo-street, London, E.C.

At tho last N. S. S. Executive meeting leave waB given for
the formation of two new Branches—ono at Sheffield and
one to bo called tho Leeds and Bradford Branch. Both
Btart under promising auspices. Open-air work is being
carried on during the summer. What can be done during
tho winter will bo easier to decide a little later on.

Mr. Cohen’s visit to Leeds on Sunday was highly
successful. Tho open - air meetings were very large;
indeed, the police say they were the largest ever held
in the Square. Thoy wore also very orderly and enthu-
siastic; and Mr. Gott reports an unusually large sale of
literaturo. It was intended not to take up collections, but
the evoning audience insisted on giving ono, and to prevent
money being thrown at the lecturer and the chairman
(Mr. Jackson) the collectors had to go round. They took up
(2 3s. 7d., which is a big amount for an outdoor meeting
This does not end tho N. S. S. work at Leeds. Mr. Cohen'’s
visit will bo followed up, and further announcement will be
made at an early dato.

The Edmonton Branch's excursion to Longhton takes
place to-day (July 14). Members meet at 34 Chiswick-road
at 8 arn. and loavo not later than 8.30, going by tramcar to
Ponder's End, and thence walking to Longhton. Tea at the
“ Vale Retreat” at 5 p.m. Tickets Is.

Tho Bradlaugh Fellowship paid its fifth annual visit to
the grave of Charles Bradlaugh at Brookwood on Sunday
last; tho party numbered 130, and contained many of the
old veterans of Freethought. From the weathor point of
view tho day was an ideal one, perfect in every way. Aftor
visiting the grave, tho party adjourned for luncheon, and in
the afternoon a mooting was held on a pieco of vacant
ground in tho village, where brief speeches wore made by
Messrs. Heaford, Perkins, and Garrity on Bradlaugh and
his work. Afterwards the visitors spent the rest of tho day
in walks and drivos over the beautiful surrounding country,
returning at night all highly dolighted with the outing, and
voting hearty thanks to the Hon. Sec., Mr. W. J. Ramsey,
under whose management everything went without a hitch.

Mr. Footo is spending a fow days with his old friend Mr.
J. W. de Caux, J.P., of Great Yarmouth. His editorial work
has to go on, of course, but it is minimised as far as possible.
All other work is allowed to slide. This includes all bnt
really nrgont correspondence. Those whoso letters don't
get answered (we mean by post) will therefore understand
tho delay.
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The Decay of the Churches.

From time to time we have nnder disoiission the re
cnrring question of the declining Church membership,
alternatively with this other problem: How can we
get the people to attend places of worship ? In most
of the discussions on the subjeot that | have been
privileged to read or participate in, it is assumed by
most of the writers and speakers that non-attendance
at church or chapel, as the case may be, is absolute
and unquestionable evidence of moral decadence and
national deterioration. But is it so? If all the
churches and chapels closed to-morrow, never to open
again for the purpose of religions worship, would the
world be any the poorer, morally, spiritually, or
intellectually ? | submit not. This may at the first
blush seem a shocking statement to make, but 1 will
endeavor to substantiate it. Was the world any
poorer, morally or intellectually, when the Roman
Temple of Janus, or Greek Parthenon, was closed?
All that happened was that men sought and found
other methods of association and co-operation. The
Greeks and Romans, unlike our feeble imitations
had not one god, but many gods. And as it hap-
pened when these ancient heathen temples were
closed, so would history repeat itself to-day should
the event | have described happen. It is no valid
argument to say that these were heathen, not
Christian, temples. It might just as reasonably be
contra-argued that this is the twentieth, not the
first, century—the civilisation of one ill-befitting the
other.

Mr. R. Mudie-Smith, in the Daily Chronicle of
Saturday, May 18, adopts the view | have alluded
to, and “ most painful” and “ undeniably serious
are among the terms he uses to describe the situa-
tion. Nor is it extraordinary that this view should
prevail so largely among those who take the trouble
to write on the subjeot. It would be extraordinary
were it otherwise, as they are all, or nearly all,
interested in maintaining and extending the existing
order of things ; and, naturally, take an exalted view
of their own side of the question, if not a debased
view of all other agencies. Most writers and
speakers on the subjeot are either parsons, elders,
deacons, or church officers of one description or
another, more or less partisans, and, therefore, I
submit, the very last people to discover the truth of
the matter. Is non-attendance, or declining attend-
ance, at places of worship necessarily a sign of
moral or spiritual decay ? | submit not. We have
myriad forms of worship, and temples almost as
numerous and varied. If only one method is right,
hundreds must be wrong. If all are right, or wrong,
it is immaterial—obviously it must be largely acci-
dental, a matter of birth and early training—which
method one finally adopts or rejects. The decline of
worship, therefore, is evidenoe, not of moral declen-
sion or intellectual deterioration, but of a ohange in
a particular form of recreation or pleasure. It may
even be a sign of growing enlightenment. | submit
that it does evidence increasing mentality, a broader
intellectual outlook, a strengthening of the moral
fibre, and a more scientific, therefore more exaot,
knowledge of the realities of life. In the language
of the nursery rhyme .(—

“ Remember that ignorance oftentimes flies
What wisdom regards with benevolent eyes.”

Man never occupied so high a plane morally and
intellectually as he does to-day, as investigation in
every possible direction will demonstrate.

It is impossible within the compass of a single
article to give all the accumulative testimony in this
respect. One can do little more than baldly
enumerate them. What are the usual criteria of
moral and spiritual excellence in a community ?
Sobriety ? In this respect, bad as it still is, there is
a wonderful improvement compared with only ten
years ago; but, if we extend our range of vision to
fifty years ago, there is a still greater contrast.
Prison commitments ? In this respect the falling
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off has been immense, our prison population benI?
less than half, notwithstanding an increased popo{aj
tion of about one-third in the same period. Social
habits ? There has been a vast improvement in this
respect, which has expressed itself in the m'r0
refined forms of sport and recreation now indulge*
in by the people, and the increased leisure they now
enjoy. Educationally ? Fifty years ago there was
no popular education, and illiteracy among the
working class was the rule, instead of the exception!
as it is to-day. Many were ignorant, brutish, ana
depraved. Now, as everyone may easily discover
the bulk of the workers are fairly educated, intel-
lectually alert, better read; and socially, morally»
and in every other respect vastly improved. These
briefly, very briefly, are some of the evidences of
progress.

It requires only a very moderate acquaintance with
history and with social statistics to discover that the
moral and intellectual progress of the people 18
reflected in the material prosperity of the country-
The pauper population has fallen off by one-half, ana
is diminishing at a grsatly accelerated rate. Most of
our pauperism now consists of children and the age“»
the latter largely the product of conditions rapidly
passing away. Our material prosperity is in turn
reflected in the better health, greater immunity fro®
many forms of sickness, and increased longevity of
the people. Whether the material prosperity of the
workers has kept pace with the increased wealth of
the capitalist olass may be a debatable proposition!
and somewhat foreign to the subjeot, but the
improved position of the bulk of the people, morally»
intellectually, and physically, cannot be disputed-
And it is, | submit, advantageous for the workers to
be absolutely better off than they were at any per®
in the past, although they may be relatively worse
off than their richer neighbors at any given tun?-
As we read in Proverbs, “ The rich man’s wealth B
his strong city : the destruction of the poor is tboir
poverty” (x. 15). A capitalist has always an advaO"
tage over a non-capitalist, but 1 am not discuss®?»
except incidentally, the economics of the Situation-

Progress is a law of nature, and evolution is 1®
outward expression of that law. If evolution &
true, it is absurd to pretend that it does not opera
in the sphere of morals and sociology as in that o
physics. That it does so operate hardly nee
demonstration in faoe of the changes continua y
taking place in the outward expression of rehg®

volution is as oortain and unchanging in its inetbo®
as gravitation. Just as Polytheism gave way v
Monotheism, and Paganism to Christianity, so Chr]
tianity for nineteen centuries has been, like Jj
itself, a continuous adaptation to now conditions- »
am old enough to remomber, and any person
middle age can confirm, that the theology
Churches thirty, twenty, or even ten years a?0». y
very different from the teaching of to-day.
of its repulsive features have been modified, and
more grotesque crudities have been discarded
Every stnden

ever. | need not point these out.
patristic theology knows the facts. E\aen in
creed-bound Churohes there is a wide 'Ver9eNce
between the language and spirit of the pulp®
the ancient writings. ,
The Church, in the language of Mr. Jlad>e
Smith,— by
instead of fighting the temper of theh (}l&\(g)’ét/\

increasing the severity of its demands, 45
hold its own by relaxing its claims.
the line to-day t))/etween g[,he ‘World "’ anlc? tﬁ%n%igilﬂ
so-faint--as-to--be_.almaost--unrecognisable, and i* t)0
surprising that men and women either >g‘°
Church altogether, or merely patronise itO sQOi{are.”
taking no responsibility for its government or wo
This is not only true, but the explanation is s.”00
People attend church, not from any deep c°nVvA It
of its necessity or importance, but from *gOpie
has {ong been fashionable fiof “ respeotable P py*
to go to a place of worship on Sunday, and the -g0

of folk go for no better reason. And they reG°|jjaO
no more responsibility for the entertainment
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they do for the stage management when they go to
“ho theatre or opera.

Mr. Mudie-Smith rather resents the Church’s
relaxation of its olaims. But the Church is more
Worldly wise than Mr. Mudie-Smith. According to
radition, when the mountain would not come to
Mahomet, Mahomet went to the mountain; and the
i-Burches have been compelled, whether they liked
j“ or not, to compromise with the “ World,” or find
hemselves deserted. They have discarded theology
or sociology; and the P.S.A. and Brotherhood
Meetings are replacing the ordinary services, which
ave lost their interest for the bulk of grown-up men
M women, It is a truism that there is nothing so
°kle as fashion, because it rests on no settled basis,
j  the fashion of unvarying attendance at church
8 gradually changing. At first it manifested itself
J? ‘the custom of attending churoh,” as Mr. Mudie-
Mith says, “ without definite association with the
h Lr°k’ an<J this is hardening into a permanent
abit.” But, uniike him, I do not regard this as “ a
~Pressing situation” any more than a philo-
a Pai° mind regards any other natural phenomenon

something to be mourned over. It is a natural
att “*hev~able sequel of the situation. Non-
wh?”anC0 canr’k in increasing ratio is exactly
oat any intelligent person acquainted with the
°ts, and in touch with reality, without any preten-

0l whatever to the gift of prophecy, might predi-
v 0L With growing enlightenment and scientific

owledge, it was inevitable. It is a healthy, not an
Unhealthy, sign.

8the Rev. Henry Ward Beecher said

“ Every civil society is the legatee of all that went
before. It inherits all that is good, and much that is
evih There must be, therefore, in every healthy com-
munity something that is worn out and should be
extruded....... Absolute conservatism is absolute dotage.
~he attempt to wear the clothes of our childhood
Would not be more absurd than for Society to maintain

old institutions unmodified. The new should grow
but of the old. Thus, as in Nature evolution goes on
«ona lower to higher, without any break or chasm, and
rom lesg g00a tO greater good ; so should it bo in the
state.”

Pro phief lines along whioh the Churches must
trend6™ *n or™er rev0,00 their present downward
Mr iw 8-*° jncrease the severity of their claims,”
°ati jru™ e'Smith tells us, “ and to insist that there
‘W f ~compromise between those claims and the
re; . ds’ olaims.” This reminds one of Hotspur's
[,O 'n“er to Glendower’s boast, “ | can call spirits
&v vaafcy deep." “ Why, so can I, or so can
yOg © an:, But,” asks Hotspur, “ will they oome when
8'\/I<!:1mSgood intentions ; but, as Mr. Jas. A. Fronde

you cannot “ work a steam engine on moral
hiij,,ns...... .. legislate that water should run up
are’ ani* what is the use of trying remedies that
i0g ?r°Y03 failures. Not all the severity of the
the n8l ,n could rehabilitate the Churches, restore
gone f VOD8ly cubing state of things. They have
yesfO~?r °ver. It would be as easy to bring back

C rday-

(L a physician jbcalled in to a patient, his first
bigi ,la to diagnose the complaint. Unless the
SPnr S aro very pronounced, or the malady is
and oh ~ rare an” obsoure, his training, experience,
batur 8GrvaMon enable him at once to discover the
But th °omplaint and to prescribe the remedy,
the fO6re aro quacks as well as physicians, and when
Posg taer are called in, they either wrongly diag-
Many 0 c°mplaint or prescribe the wrong medicine,
Maladv™ Ny quacks have been consulted on the

~rePglv ~Burches, and, mostly, they have
~iont aiagnosed the complaint and proscribed the
ax\e Nor is the reason far to seek. They
Ni®ht Been interested in concealing the

ANktro 8 ~Yuo position, and in pushing quack
*11lpard3 Whilst | put Mr. Mudie-Smith—if ho
gJOQg; the metaphor—in the category of quacks,
' Bo . el]Ove he has any special nostrum to dispose

8 simply mistaken.
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A thousand and one different reasons have been
urged to account for the abstentions from church;
but all, or nearly all, discuss symptoms, and ignore the
great root-cause. The root-cause is unbelief—absolute
Scepticism—and it is folly to blink the fact. Men
have discovered that the Churches have no message.
They no longer believe in Old World legends of Adam
and Eve, Cain and Abel, the Tower of Babel, and a
hundred similar fables. The history and science
alike of the Old Testament are discredited. Geology
has knocked the bottom out of the Story of Man’s
Fall, and evolution has demonstrated that he is not
a fallen creature but arisen being. With the Fall of
Man has crumbled away not only the foundation, but
the whole superstructure of Christian theology. The
Devil and Hell have long been discarded as vulgar
myths, and so one might go through the whole gamut
of Christian teaching ; but | forbear.

The average preacher oonveys the impression that
he knows very well that what he is saying is either
not true or immaterial. An apostle should be the
incarnation of his own teaching; but the wide
divergence of practice from precept, not only in the
pulpit and the pew, but everywhere, has compelled
men to see the sham and hollow hypocrisy of the
whole situation. Christianity in no sense has saved
the world, whilst it has been an obstaole to advance-
ment and intellectual enlightenment. And, instead of
asking why men do not go to church, the majority
are now asking: Why should men go to church ?

Many parsons, to their credit be it said, have dis-
cernment enough to perceive the trend of events
and the hopelessness of their position, but they are
victims of the situation, and can hardly help them-
selves. They are in the position of the unjust
steward, “ | cannot dig; to beg I am ashamed”
(Luke xvi. 3), and they live in continual hope that
somehow, somewhen, somewhere, light will be vouch-
safed to them, and a way out of their perplexing
dilemma will be found. In the meantime, they
compromise with oonsoience, and continue to ocoupy
a consciously false position. 1 can sympathise with
them. It is not easy, even if willing, to surrender
the position of a lifetime, to sever every association,
take up a new profession or calling; to say nothing
of the economio difficulty that would arise if some-
thing like a hundred thousand parsons of all denomi-
nations were to be suddenly thrown on the labor
market. It will come in good time, but the process
will be gradual. | dare not trespass further on your
space, bo must reserve further observations for

another occasion. George E. QuiBK.

MANHOOD'S MEASURE.

The man who loves bis fellow man,

And winds a willing arm about

His brother when the storms aro out,
And lends him all the help he can—

No matter what may be his creed,

A kind Ood knights him for tho deed.
The man, however scorned and poor,

Who bares his arm for truth, and breaks

A lance for orippled justice, shakes
A shower of good from shore to shore—

And heaven, unfolding, gilds with grace

The swart linos of his sturdy face.
Howovor lowly bo his guise,

Tho man who finds it in his breast

To brave the worst and hope tho best,
Is nobly poised, and in him lieB

The bursting germ whose bloom shall be

The badge of immortality.

—J. N. Matthews.

Obituary.

It is with tho deepest regret that | have to record tho
doath of Mrs. Dorothy Ann Nicholson, wifo of Mr. Hall
Nicholson, of West Stanley, who died on Monday, Juno 1.
In accordance with her expressed desire, she was accorded
a Secular burial, the Service being rendered by an aotive
Atheist, namely, Mrs. Horatio Johnston, who paid her last
tribute to her departed friend in a very able and impressive
manner. Tho sympathy of all friends will go out to Mr;
Nicholson in his loss of such a genial and devoted wife.—
Joun W. Whitk.



444

Tales of Our Times.

By A Cynic.
l.

A famous preacher, discoursing from Genesis ii. 7, was
delivering himself of one of those eloquent and ornate per-
orations for which he had become deservedly celebrated. It
ran thus:—

“ Hence, my brethren, do we realise that man is indeed a
living soul, and not the mere automaton which the gross,
debased materialism of the age would attempt to make him.
Within us breathes the eternal, the divine spirit—not the
slave and servant of molecules and atoms—not a mere
‘function of protaplasm,’ as the jargon of science describes
it—but the supreme reality of existence, the very breath of
life, emanating from Him who is the source and fountain of
all being.

“ Whence originates the melody of the grand organ? In
its metal pipes and ivory keys—in its stops and pedals—its
levers and valves ? These play a part, indeed, but a sub-
ordinate one. The origin of the music is in the living genius
of its composer, in the living skill of its performer, not in
the material parts of the organ; and even as the glorious
music, pealing down the cathedral aisle, has its origin and
inspiration in something far nobler than the metal tubes
from which it issues, so do the celestial harmonies of our
spiritual nature, sweeping in mighty chords through our
material being, tell us of an origin higher than the material,
of a freedom and supremacy transcendent and divine.”

That evening at dinner the preacher's wife noticed with
alarm that her husband seemed unable to take his soup
properly, as a good deal of it was being spilled, and on going
hastily to his side she found to her horror that he could not
speak. With great and evidently painful effort he was able
to pronounce only two worda, namely, “ God's mercy,”
using them in answer to all questions, and their singular
inappropriateness served only to increase his wife's distress.

“ What is the matter with you, dear ?” she asked in
agonised tones.

“ God's mercy,” said the sufferer.

“ Cannot you tell me what you feel, dearest?” she
implored.

“ God's mercy.”

The unfortunate man was at once got to bed, and it was
soon discovered that, though quite unable to express him-
self in speech, he could do so quite well in writing—so well,
indeed, as to show clearly that his mental faculties were
unimpaired. But presently, when paralysis began to croep
over the right arm and hand, this method of communication
was cut off, and in the course of a few days the paralysis
gradually Bpread to other groups of muscles on the right
aide.

The doctor who was called in, not having had much
experience of this obscure disorder, advised the immediate
summoning of a well-known specialist in brain diseases.
He arrived without delay, and having seen the patient and
made a few inquiries of the wife, proceeded to confer with
his professional colleague.

“ From what | can gather the diagnosis offers littlo
difficulty,” said the specialist. “ We are informed that an
injury on the left side of the head, but apparently involving
fracture, was sustained about a year ago. The position of
this injury, joined with the distinct aphasic symptoms and
the partial hemiplegia, seem to indicate a lesion over the
left frontal—probably Broca’s convolution. The localisation
of the injury admitting of so little doubt, I think we are
perfectly justified in resorting to the trophine without
waiting for further developments. | propose to operate to-
day—after lunch if that will suit you, doctor.”

Then there followed that wonderful exhibition of human
skill and resourco whereby the very substance of the living
brain is laid bare to the operator's manipulations, just as
any other piece of delicate mechanism is treated when it
becomes deranged.

“ Ab,” said the specialist, pausing to regard his work with
the air of an artist contemplating a creation of his brush.
“ This is quite satisfactory. Fortunately we have correctly
localised the trouble, and I find that the original injury has
caused some induration and thickening of the bone, and has
led to a weakening of the blood-vessels of tho pia-mater
immediately below it. One of these has suddenly ruptured,
causing an extravasation cf some magnitude, and conse-
quent pressure on the cortex. There appears to be no
definite cortical lesion, and the case, therefore, proves to bo
extremely simple, though not altogether without interesting
features.”

Having completed his work the specialist, going into the
next room, found the patient's wife kneeling by a chair with
her face buried in her hands, and evidently praying.

“ Now, now, my dear madam,” said tho specialist, cheerily,
“ | assure you there is no need to resort to such extreme
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measures. | think we can promise your husband’s speedy
and complete recovery with the help of the ordinary means
at our disposal.”

This promise was fulfilled, and in due course of time thO
eminent preacher was again impressing crowded congrega-
tions with sermons on his favorite topics—the freedom
the will—the supremacy of spirit, and its complete inde-
pendence of matter in all mental processes—and tb0
fallacies of the “gross Materialism of the age.” HIO
perorations, too, were as charmingly ornate as ever, anb
even men of science had been known to acknowledge tba«l
the materialistic philosophy could possibly be destroyed by
such beautiful pulpit rhetoric it would stand a very p°°r
chance indeed.

1.

A holy war was raging between the subjects of the Sultan
Hakem and those of the Sultan Hashem—good histérica
names, but which, even had they been of English derivation,
would not have seemed altogether inappropriate to those
monarchs considering tho sanguinary nature of their
conflict. .

About five years previously, a holy hermit, who ba
spent half his life gazing over the sands of the desert,
suddenly appeared among men, announcing that the angei
Gabriel had commissioned him to make an importan
correction in the Koran, a serious error having escaped hi
angelic eye when reading the original proofs. This correc-
tion was to the effect that the bone of the Resurrection—the
bone which remains incorruptible till the last day, and f?0&
which the body is to spring up afresh—is not the rump hone
Al Ajb, as Mohammed taught, but the atlas bone, or upp0Ol
most bone, of the veretebral column, which, being the
highest bone in the body and invested with the importan®
office of supporting the skull, exceeds in honor and digoltJd
all other bones. This doctrine rather recommended itself to
the bold and innovating mind of Hakem, while Hashemi
with a stronger tendency towards orthodoxy and con-
servatism, would havo none of it. Tho subjects of th°s®
respective potentates, adopting the opinions of their rn‘@
with a zeal and wholeheartedness which is becoming sad y
rare in these degenerate days, and exhibiting a degree O
religious fervor which also seems to be deplorably on th
wane, a holy war was immediately entered on ; and for nv
years it Lad been raging with that thoroughness and abse00
of all squeamish sentiment which holy wars so admira» y
exhibit.

One morning Sultan Hashem was having a confer0%0
with his Grand Vizior, who had just returned from a vis™
tho seat of war, who was wearing a very grave express!O
of face.

“ What news of the war ?” asked tho Sultan. “ Why a
you looking so dejected? Are these herotics gaining *
upper hand ?”

“ Not so, O Sultan,” replied the Grand Vizior. *“ 4t
thing tho true believers are gaining slightly, and Allah seo ~
inclined to favor your Majesty’s arms as a true defender
tho faith. But a strange development has arison which ow
seriously complicate matters. Ono Abdallah-ben-OrualL
man skilled in anatomy and other profane knowledge,
begun to declare that tho holy war in which we are enga8
is all about nothing whatever, that there is no such tiling”
an incorruptible bone in the human body, and that
bones—rump bones and atlas bone included—aro cqua™
corruptible.”

“ By Allah I' exclaimed the Sultan, “ this must bo put
stop to. Are these Atheistic opinions gaining any crede
among the people ?” a

11 regret to say they aro, 0 Sultan,” replied tho « ,
Vizier. *“ They are gaining many adhoronts not only anl,iap
your Majesty’s subjects, but also among those of Su
Hakem. Indeed, unless some prompt measures are ta m
it is quito possible that the holy war may como tO
ignominious end.” ,..n.

“ Tho holy war come to an end I' shouted the Sn
“ By the beard of the Prophet, | will see that it does not
of the kind till Hakem and his heretic subjects are bro
to their knees. Havo this dog of an Atheist arrested
brought before mo at once."” Ita»’8

When Abdallah-ben-Omar stood before tho Jus
judgment-soat, and was asked what he had to say 10
defence, he spoke as follows :— c0.

“ O Sultan, live for ever. Shortly after tho coinUIURy
ment of tho holy war in which your Majesty is so P!*joOs
engaged, it occurred to me that hero at last was a roll° relf
controversy of a unique kind. All previous religious gjI® a,
I had heard of involved matters concerning which noh 0
being could really know anything at all, but in thiscas vy
question in dispute was ono which soemod to admit ot ftj.
solution by anyone who would take tho trouble to  ctjoD
gate the matter. | accordingly mado an extensive col e vBa
of human bones, including many rump bones and atla3
of true believers-----"

N
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Where did you get them ?” thundered the Sultan. “ Did
you desecrate the graves of true believers or go in for
juclesale murder ? A dog of an Atheist would be quite
aPaWk of such crimes.”

Aay, O Sultan, whose life, let us hope, will be in-
ehmtely prolonged,” answered Abdallah calmly. “ My
jj oot'ng grounds were the battlefields on which your
ajesty’s armies are so gloriously defending the true faith,
of h® *iound innumerable bones, both of true believers and
aril e£6”°CS wo” c¢'cancd for me by i-be jackals and vultures,
coll . utifally bleached by the sun, Having made my

ection. | subjected my specimens to careful and repeated
foments, treating them with lime and various kinds of
, us; and the result of these experiments is to prove
~yond possibility of doubt that all human bones are quite

ruptible, including those two famous bones of contention
mas w*u?b the present holy war is being waged. Having
pro | disoovery> great Sultan, | felt it my duty to
tiQCaim ~ as w*deiy as | could in order to arrest, if possible,
needless misery and carnage which the holy war is
Gxa>ng among men."
soo LoUCcillors and Ministers of State,” said the Sultan, as

def a8 He Mas a™e *° sPeah with calmness, “ this man’s
6 ~uce merely furnishes his own condemnation. He is

All an Atheist of the deepest dye—a disbeliever in
T al—adespiser of the Prophet. Is there anyone among
BPeak ”° W s'2es Bay at]ght in his favor? If so, let him

, "o Councillors and Ministers of State were far too
» eut to do anything of the sort.
3 Abdahah-ben-Omar,” said the Sultan, “ you are con-
Joure*°?  y°Ur own mouth, and your sentence is that
bastl reoe' MG ono hundred and fourteen strokes of the
'ilii*!  °—one *or ea°h chapter of the blessed Koran, for
good tho Prophet bo praised; that all your worldly
totiS s confiscated to the State ; and that you be banished
Lk desert for the rest of your life."
Ofi 'l 8en*ence was duly carried out, and Abdallah-ben-
OfFj r.Uud amplo opportunity for moditation on tho rashness
y*ug to interfere with a holy war.

About the Munich Congress.

Tu —

M  P'ugram of the International Freetbought Congress at
think year has already been published in the Free-
Or (March 24). That Congress, the sixteenth Congress
W I--d by tho International Froothougbt Bureau since its
of  &aj*?n in 1880, will bo the first international gathering
Q@ 0 bind held in Germany, | need scarcely say that the
& g aQ Freethougbt Federation (which has its seat at
pre(arei'8i*asso, Munich) extends a cordial invitation to all
NU.' 10nght organisations throughout the world to make tho

Tl T~ngress a record-breaking success.

thQ “engre”s will open its proceedings on August 81, at
Stti((Onballo, and tho varied items of tho Congress, as
i°llovia Smco Freethinker notico was published, aro as

Auguet 31.—Reception of delegates. In the
gatG °0n’ from 4 to 6 p.m., preparatory meeting of dele-

the c 8 ~'m*’ Senora*gathering of tho frionds attending
Su°“ S*e&, speoches, and musical entertainment.

~Member 1.—At 10 a.m., opening of tho Con-

W "? a breethought Féte, concert, reading of reports,
tu* O. Tschirn (tho President of the German Federa-
t e will also bo President of the Congress), followed

j, torMal opening of tho public business of the Congress
aftem’® ,Ix'pg °f the constitution of tho Congress. In tho
at 7 Oori>visit to tho Industrial Exhibition ; and afterwards,

he hoiri™"” P°Puiar féte characteristic of Upper-Bavaria, to
~  'Qthe Exhibition grounds.

1pin W3Ji September 2.—In the morning, from 9 a.m. to
the p' and >n tho afternoon, from 8 to 6 p.m., meetings of

&/ J ‘h®Volksthoater.
} Ptn! ®ePtember 3.—In tho morning, from 9 a.m. to
*toma’, Congress again meets, also in tho afternoon,

hieeti™ ®eehing of the delegates. At 8 p.m., groat public
IYe® fin the grand hall of tho Biirgorbraukoller.
September 4.—Collective excursion to Starn-
« b>elo, fQ ~oat excursion on the lalco.
tAind tl  dJ°tbers attending tho Congross should bear
Q,,. theyshould furnish themselves with a Congress
Payn *ng Gmarks. The card will admit, without further
to tho lall the festivities attending tho Congress, to tho
"'bsthe “uduBtiial Exhibition, to the performance at tho
,.1 uja'att)i and to the excursion to the Starnberger Seo.
aisdlkseq  Wod subjoin, onco again, tho subjects to be
1lp Congress. Those are as follows :—
Rethought and its objects.
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2. The problem of the separation of Church and State
in the different civilised countries.
3. Freethought and Education.

The reports to be presented to the Congress on these
questions will no doubt be published in a separate volume
which, it is anticipated, will form a veritable repository of
facts and information. It will be a pity if the distinctively
English point of view fails to be presented in adequate
literary and statistical form to the Congress.

Of course, itis a far cry and an expensive journey from
London to Munich. The cost of the visit will vary according
to the route selected, but roughly speaking the railway fare
from London will be about (£6 10a. second class. There is a
cheaper way, by taking a ticket to Mannheim (via
Rotterdam, and thence four days’ steamboat up the
Rhine), ¢£2 2s. second class return. The second class fare
Mannheim to Munich and back will be about 35s. second
class. The Batavier route is quite delightful, but it consumes
time. | may further add, for the further information of
intended visitors, that the Belgian friends announce two
routes from Brussels, costing 112 francs second class, or
72 francs third class. The circular ticket (Brnssels,
Strasburg, and Munich, and return to Brussels by Cologne)
is available for sixty days.

I have written tbe above notes in response to various
inquiries by friends of the movement, and for information
only. Any local information as to the Congress may be
obtained on application to Herr J. Peter Schmal, 88 Barer-
strasse, Munich, the secretary of the German Federation
and president of the Organising Committee.

William Heaford.

Correspondence.

DEATH OF G. L. MACKENZIE.
TO TIIK EDITOR OF “ TUB FREETHINKER.”

Sir—1 am sure that you will be both interested and
sorry to hear of the death of Mr. George Leslie Mackenzie,
on June 7, at tho ago of sixty-two. The cause of death was
stated as arterial decay, which seemed to paralyse the
brain.

Many years ago he was an active contributor of verses to
your paper, and when he collected them into a book you
wrote a highly appreciative introduction.

| think it is probable that you saw or heard little of him
of late years; ho became more and more absorbed in reading
when away from his business duties, until his health broke
down almost suddenly at the end of February last.

Mr. Mackenzie's family were in very poor circumstances
at tho time of his boyhood, and it was necessary for him to
begin to earn his livelihood at an early age. The great
regret of his mother was that she had not the means of
sending her children to college; and her spirit, no doubt,
gavo tho lad tho bent for learning that characterised him
throughout life. He taught himself both French and
Italian; his knowledge of tho former language was extra-
ordinary extensive.

After less congenial occupation, tho lad entered the
service of an architect in his native town, Aberdeen, and the
boy’s aptitude so interested the master that he was made a
pupil. Some time after the expiration of his articles, ho
came to London and worked in the offices of several archi-
tects in a leading capacity. His work was mostly of a
utilitarian order, but was always distinguished by groat
thoroughness and attention to detail.

That Mr. Mackenzie might have done work in other fields
which would havo brought him fame, is known to the few
friends who were permitted to see some of his original
drawings, and is evident to all who have read his verse.
His poems not only rest on a firm basis of reasoned philo-
sophy (take “ God-Making ” as an example) but were as
perfect in scansion and rhyme as it was possible to make
them.

Ho was passionately fond of music; could read at sight
aud sing with great expression ; and no reminiscences gave
him more pleasure than recalling tho singing of Sims
Reeves, Santloy, Edward Lloyd, Vernon Rigby, etc. Ho
was especially devoted to the oratorio music of Handol and
Mendelssohn.

“ Success is not secured by work alone,
Nor merit always measured by success ;
A man may win and yet havo conquered less
Than ho who, striving, fails to hold his own.”

Mr. Mackenzie oojoyed the high esteem of all who know
him, as a token of which, a fine floral emblem was sent to
his funeral by his colleagues, five of whom had been associa-
ted with him for twelve years or over were present at the
graves'de. His family saw fit to give tho funeral a religious
character. . . TIr
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Etc.

Notices oi Lectures, eto., must reach us by first pest on Tuesday,
and be marked “ Lecture Notice” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.

OUTDOOB.

Bethnal Green Branch N.S.S. (Victoria Park, near the
Bandstand): 3.15 and 6.15, C. Cohen, Lectures.

Camberwell Branch N. S. S. (Brockwell Park) : 3.15 and 6,
A. B. Moss, Lectures.

E dmonton Branch N. S.S.: Outing to Loughton.
8 a.m. at 34 Chiswick-road.

Isunoton Branch N. S. S. (Finsbury Park): 11.15, W. J.
Kamsey, a Lecture.

Kingsland Branch N. S. S. (Kidley-road, High-street): 11.30,
W. Davidson, “ The Wonders of the Bible.”

North London Branch N. S. S. (Parliament Hill Fields): 3.15,
F. A. Davies, a Lecture.

West Ham Branch N. S. S. (outside Maryland Point Station,
Stratford, E.): 7, R. H. Rosetti, “ Christian Sects; or, We are
Not Divided.”

Wood Green Branch N. S.S. (Jolly Butchers Hill, opposite
Public Library) : 7.30, Mr. Allison, “ Where Eden Wa3.”

Meet at

COUNTRY.

Odtdoob.

Y orkshire and Lancashire : Thos. A. Jackson—Rochdale
(Town Hall Square) : Sunday, July 14, at 11, “ When | Was in
Prison at 3, “ Philosophy of Secularism at 7, “ The Dead,
Masters of the Living.” Whitworth (Main Street) : July 15, at
7.30, “ The Devil and All His Works.” Bury (Market Place):
July 16, at 7.30, “ The Cause and Cure of Christianity.”
Heywood (Town Centre): July 17, at 7.30, “ What Would Jesus
Do?” Halifax (Market Square): July 19, at 7.30, “ What must
we do to be saved?” Bolton (Town Hall Square): July 20, at
7.30, “ Blasphemy and Profanity.”

Ashton-under-Lyne (Market Square) : Joseph A. E. Bates—
Sunday, July 14, at 7.30, “ Ibsen’s Pillars of Society = Monday,
15, at 7.30, “ Philosophic Necessity of Materialism ”; Tues-
day, 16, at 8, “ Modern Science and the Christian Valhalla ”;
Wednesday, 17, at 8, “ Royal Parasites”; Thursday, 18, at 8,
“ Origin and Nature of the Christ Myth”; Friday, 19, at 8,
“ The Moon in Fact and Folk-Lore.”

Dukingfield (facing Town Hall): Joseph A. E. Bates—
Friday, July 12, at 7.30, “ Philosophy of Atheism.”
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end of all thought and action. To promote freedom of inquiry.
To promote universal Secular Education. To promote the com-
plete secularisation of the State, etc., etc. And to do all such
lawful things as are conducive to such objects. Also to have,
hold, receive, and retain any sums of money paid, given, devised,
or bequeathed by any person, and to employ the same for any of
the purposes of the Society.

The liability of members is limited to £1, in case the Society
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The Society has a considerable number of members, but amuch
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gained amongst those who read this announcement.  All who join
it participate in the control of its business and the trusteeship of
its resources. It is expressly provided in the Articles of Associa-
tion that no member, as such, shall derive any sort of profit from
the Society, either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in
any way whatever.

The Society's affairs are managed by an elected Board of
Directors, consisting of not less than five and not more than
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but are capable of re-election, An Annual General Meet 87
members must be held in London, to receive the Report,
new Directors, and transact any other business that maJ®Litedi
Being a du(ljy registered body, the Secular Society, ljl u(rgty>
can receive donations and bequests with absolute se [0
Those who are in a position to do so are invited to " gr
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society’s favor* j,n,
wills.  On this point there need not be the slightest aPPr
It is quite impossible to set aside such bequests. The eX dlof

have no option but to pay them over in the ordinaryc *~ ja
administration. No objection of any kind has been ra ~
connection with any of the wills by whioh the Socie i
already been benefited. cjil 23

The Society's solicitors aro Messrs, narpor and Batto
Rood-lane, Fenchurch-street, London, E.G.

A Form of Bequest—The following is a sufficient f~g 9Ji
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators . —* * of
“ bequeath to the Secular Society, Limited, the sum j by
“ free from Legacy Duty, and | direct that u receipt ®crObry

“ two members of the Board of the Baid Society and the B t®

“ thereof shall be a good discharge to my Executors

“ said Legacy." . Niis,
Friends of the Society who have remembered it in 2

or who intend to do so, should formally notify the W

the fact, or send a private intimation to the Chairman. eggatf!

(if desired) treat it as strictly confidential. This is not n all

but it is advisable, as wills sometimes get lost or m\~veDaf’
their contents have to be established by competent test
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BY G. W. FOOTE.

Atheist Shoemaker, The, and the Rev. Hugh

Price Hughes  ...........c....... Pe°st *d- 0
Bible Romances. Popular edition, with
Portrait, paper.....cceu. -P ost 2*d- 0

Book of God, The, in the Light of the Higher
Criticism. W.ith Special Reference to Dean

Farrar's Apology. Paper... . post 2d. 1
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asm __post -£d. O
N Resurrection. A Missing Cbapte®”™ Q
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"BEW Cagliostro, the. An L pOst Ma. o
Medane Blavatsky L - ‘ ,  WIr
Peculiar People. An Open Letter to Mr. g
Justice Wills hand ''.post id. 0
hilosophy of secularism 9 -9 LaUgh
Reminiscences of Charles pOBtja. o
BME or Atheism? The Great Alte”™ Q
tivo bt m e
Salvation Syrup: or Light en t™a o
'e»i A Eeply to General Boot 1 *
Selarism AND TUECSOPHV. Al J 0

SIiNoe TnE Cr0SS) the. a Candid Cntioism »

°£ Mr. Wilson Barret's Play “  ntures
ThetatAtontee”

1 the FirX Messiah L t ud 1

%taiSMoBATMIi8M- Eowi® VvV ‘“W-o0

- BQPI ) (I H H
\>/‘.II"‘ %XA%Irl}Iostigi'sm? o ' pOSt.Ifia'.(b
awbthe Father of Jesus? =V ~ Q
N Christ Save Us?

SHE FREETHINKER

WORKS BY COL.

A Christian Catechism .. post Id. O
A Wooden God . post |d. O
Christian Religion, The ... .. post |d. O
Coming Civilisation, The .. post Ad. O
Creeds and Spirituality... .. post |d. O
Crimes against Criminals .. post Ad. O
Defence of Freethought . post fd. O
Devil, The .. postid. O
Do | Braspheme ? . post Ad. O
Ernest Renan .. post Ad. 0
Faith and Fact. Reply to Rev. Dr.
Field ., . post Jd. 0
Ghosts, The. Superior edition . post Ad. O
God and the State . post °d. O
Holy Bible, The ... . post Ad. 0
Household of Faith, The . post Jd. O
House of Death (Funeral Orations) post 23. 1

Ingersoll’'s Advice to Parents.— Keep

Children out of Church and Sunday-
school ... L 0
Last Words on Suicide . post |d. O
Live Topics . post Jd. O
Limits of Toleration, The . post id. O

Marriage and Divorce. An Agnostic’s

View . postid. O
Myth and Miracle . postid. O
Oration on Lincoln .. postid. O
Oration on the Gods . post Id. O
Oration on Voltaire . postid. O
Oration on Walt Whitman ... postid. O
Rome or Reason ? . post Id. O
Shakespeare . post Id. O
Social Salvation ... postid. O
Some Mistakes of Moses. 186 pp,,

on superfine paper ..post I]d. 1
Superstition .. . postid. O
Take a Road of Your Own post |d. O
Three Philanthropists, The post id. O
Wiiat must We Do To Be Saved? post £d. 0
W hy am | an Agnostic ? post Jd. O

Orders to the amount oj 5s. sent post free.

Postage must be included for smaller orders.

THE PIONEER PRESS,

447

INGERSOLL

S

N NP O NONOWOWN NN O 00WRE O

N OO W oo 0= N

NNNFE QO

2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

PAMPHLETS by C. COHEN.

Id.

An Outline of Evolutionary Ethics ... 6d.
Principles of ethics, based on the doctrine of Evolution.
Socialism, Atheism, and Christianity.. Id.
Christianity and Sooial Ethics

Pain and Providence — — ~

Id.

Tub Fionixb Priss, 3 Newoastle-Btreet, Farringdon street, E.O.



448 THE FEEETHINHEB July 14, 1912

THE BOOK THATVWAS WANTED.

Determinism O Free Wi 1P

BY

C. COHEN.

Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.

A clear and able exposition of the subject in the only adequate light—the light of evolution

CONTENTS.

T. The Question Stated.—II. “ Freedom" and “ Will.”—I1l. Consciousness, Deliberation, and Choice.—IV. Some Allege®
Consequences of Determinism.—V. Professor .Tames on “ The Dilemma of Determinism.”—VI. The Nature and Imp*1
cations of Responsibility.—VIIl. Determinism and Character—VIIl. A Problem in Determinism.—IX. Environment.

OPINIONS OF THE PRESS.

“ Mr. Cohen has written just the book that Rationalists have “ The author states'his case well.”—Athenccum. ..
long been inquiring for.” —Literary Guide. “ The first seven chapters state the case for Deterrm®

“ A very able and clear discussion of a problem which calls for, with clearness and fullness......There is probably no be
but seldom gets, the most severely lucid handling. Mr. Cohen popular summary than this of Mr. Cohen's...... Mr. Cohen

is careful to argue his definitions down to bed-rock.” —Horning some excellent passages on the nature and extent of the P&"0 €
Leader. whole, which {3 constructed out of the accumulated experien

“ Written with ability.” —Times. of the race.”—Ethical World.

PRICE ONE SHILLING NET.

(Postage ad.)

PUBLISHED BY THE WALTER SCOTT COMPANY.
Also on Sale by
THE PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.C.

An Important New Book for Freethinkers.
Penalties Upon Opinion.

Some Records of the Laws of Heresy and Blasphemy.

BROUGHT TOGETHER BY

HYPATIA BRADLAUGH BONNER.

Issued by the Rationalist Press Association.

PRICE SIXPENCE NET.

BOUND IN CLOTH ONE SHILLING NET.
(Postage 2d.)

ORDER OF THE PIONEER PRESS, ~Nr
A L E @] ST

2 NEWCAST STREET, FARRINGDON REET, LONDON

THE POPULAR EDITION
[Revised and Enlarged)

*BIBLE ROMANCES”
G. W. FOOTE.

With a Portrait of th® Author o

heynolde'e Newspaper Bays:—*“ Mr. G. W. Foote, ohairman of the Secular Society, is well known #0 * axd
exceptional ability, Hia Bible Romaneet have had a large Bale in the original edition. A popular, revise ' <
enlarged edition, at the price of 6d., haa now been published by the Pioneer Proaa, 2 Newcaatlo-street, ~ arrli )aJers
street, London, for the Secular Society. Thna, within the reach of almost evoryone, the ripest thought of the
of modern opinion is being placed from day to day.”

H i Large Double-Column Pages, Hood Print, Good Paper

SIXPENCE —NET

(Postage 2d.) »
THE PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON,

Printed and Published by the Pionkkb P&kss, 2 Newcastle street, London, E.C.



