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The intellectual light of Europe is not only due to 
fEeat luminaries whom everyone can name, hut to millions 
°J thoughtful persons, now utterly forgotten, who in their 
lm? loved the light, and guarded it, and increased it, 
nd carried it into many lands, and bequeathed it as 

sacred trust.—P . G. H a m e e t o n .

Who Killed Christ?

JThout committing onrselves to a full acceptance 
the Gospel story of Christ’s death, with all its 

°ostrous miracles and absurd defiance of Roman 
,Qd Jewish legal procedure, we propose to take the 
ory a3 it stands for the purpose of discussing the 

R ation at the top of this article.
•‘■he ordinary Christian will exclaim that Jesus was 
ordered by those infernal Jews. Ever since they 

84 the power of persecuting the Jews—that is, ever 
“ice the days of Constantine—the Christians have 
ptedon the assumption that the countrymen of Jesus 

Qla actually cry out before Pilate, “  His blood be on 
heads! ” and that they and their posterity 

Qeerved any amount of robbery and outrage until 
, .ey unanimously confessed their sin and worshiped 
. whom they crucified. It made no difference 
. at the contemporaries of Jesus Christ could not 
lansluit their guilt to their offspring. The Chris- 
80s continued, century after century, to act in the 

apIrit of the sailor in the story. Coming ashore after 
}°ng voyage, Jack attended church and heard a 

Ipthetic sermon on the Cruoifixion. On the following 
ay he looked into the window of a print-shop, and 
aw a picture of Jesus on the cross. Just then a Jew 
at“ e and looked into the window; whereupon the 
ailor, pointing to the picture, asked the Hebrew 

Seutleman whether he recognised it. “ That’s Jesus,” 
*d the Jew, and the sailor immediately knocked him 

°Wn. Surprised at this treatment, the Hebrew 
Sa'i 6rnan the reason. “ Why,” said the

‘l°r, «< didn’t you infernal Jews crucify him ? 
ex i ^00r son Ahraham admitted the fact, but 
xplained that it happened nearly two thousand 

¿ears ag0 ««No matter,” said the sailor, “ I only 
of it yesterday.”

th CW’ *8 perfectly dear, according to the Gospels, 
“ at the Jews did not kill Jesus. He was put to 
eath by Pontius Pilate. But if they did kill him, 

jvGr.® they without justification ? Was not Jesus, in 
iuflrrmnnf rmtlfcTT rtf Viln.Hnhomv. and was not

He

Part
^ere

th (•* lodgment, guilty of blasphemy, and was 
th f a deadly crime under the Mosaic law ?

a“ blasphemeth the name of the Lord,” says 
^ v‘ticus xxiv. 16, “ shall surely be put to death.” 

°re not the Jews, then, carrying out the plain 
^mandment of Jehovah ?

Was this their only justification. In another 
°f the Mosaic law (Deut. xiii. 6-10), the Jews 
ordered to kill anyone, whether mothor, son, 

to oJter, husband, or wife, who should entice them 
tg^erahip other gods. Now it is expressly main- 
j e ed by the overwhelming majority of divines that 
Sa ? s asserted his own godhead. He is reported as 
sav “  * and my father are one,” and, as St. Paul 
\y^8’ “ Ho thought it no robbery to be equal to God.” 
could *̂ew8* then, bound to kill him if they

t.STO

Let it not be supposed that we would have killed 
him. We are not excusing the Jews as men, but as 
observers of the Mosaic law and worshipers of 
Jehovah. Their God is responsible for the death of 
Jesus, and if Jesus was i  portion of that very deity, 
he was responsible for his own death. His wor­
shipers had learnt the lesson so well that they killed 
their own God when he came in disguise.

Some friends of Jesus lay the blame of his death on 
Judas Iscariot. But the whole story of his “  betrayal ” 
of Jesus is a downright absurdity. How could he sell 
his master when the commodity was common ? What 
sense is there in his being paid to indicate the best- 
known man in Jerusalem ? Even if the story were 
true, it appears that Jesus knew what Judas was 
doing, and as he could easily have returned to 
Galilee, he was accessory to his own fate. It may 
also be pointed out that Judas only killed Jesus if 
the tragedy would not have oocurred without him ; 
in which case he was the proximate cause of the 
Crucifixion; and consequently a benefactor to all 
who are saved by the blood of Christ. Instead of 
execration, therefore, he deserves praise, and even the 
statue which Disraeli suggested as his proper reward.

Who killed Christ ? Why, himself. His brain 
gave way. He was demented. His conduct at 
Jerusalem was that of a maniac. His very language 
showed a loss of balance. Whipping the dove-sellers 
and money-ohangers, not out of the Temple, but out 
of its unsanotified precinots, was lunatio violence. 
Those merchants were fulfilling a necessary, repu­
table function ; selling doves to women who required 
them as burnt offerings, and exchanging the current 
Roman money for the sacred Jewish coins which 
alone were accepted by the Temple priests. It is 
easy to call them thieves, but they were not tried, 
and their evidence is unheard. If they cheated, 
they must have been remarkably clever, for all their 
customers were Jews. Besides, there were proper 
tribunals for the correction of such offences, and no 
one who was not beside himself would think of going 
into a market and indiscriminately whipping the 
traders and dashing down their stalls. Certainly 
any man who did it now would be arrested, if he 
were not lynched on the spot, and would either be 
imprisoned or detained at His Majesty’s pleasure.

Quite in keeping with these displays of temper 
was the conduct of Jesus before Pilate. A modicum 
of common senso would have saved him. He was 
not required to tell a lie or renounoe a conviction. 
All that was necessary to his release was to plead 
not guilty and defend himself against the charge of 
sedition. His death, therefore, was rather a suicide 
than a martyrdom. Unfortunately the jurisprudence 
of that age was less scientific than the one which 
now prevails; the finer differences between sanity 
and insanity were not discriminated; otherwise Jesus 
would have been remanded for inquiries into his 
mental condition.

As a man Jesus died because he had not the sense 
to live. As a God he must have died voluntarily. 
In either case it is an idle, gratuitous, enervating 
indulgence in “ the luxury of woe ’’ to be always 
afflicting ourselves with the story of his doom. 
Great and good men have suffered and died since, 
and other lessons are needed than any that may be
learnt at the foot of the Cross. G. W . F o o t e .
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Sir Oliver Lodge and the Christian God.—II.

( Concluded from p. 515.)
In the opening of his essay Sir Oliver Lodge remarks 
that he has been engaged for over forty years in 
mathematical and physical science, and during half 
that period in exploring unusual psychic development 
“ as opportunity arose.” As one result of these 
labors he has

“  learned to regard the universe as a concrete and full- 
blooded reality, with parts, accessible and intelligible to 
us, all of it being capable of being understood and 
investigated by the human mind, not as an abstraction 
or dreamlike entity whose appearances are deceptive. 
Our senses do not deceive u s ; their testimony is true 
as far as it goes. I have learned to believe in Intelligi­
bility.”

If I may say as much without being considered 
offensive, I would remark that this statement cer­
tainly seems “ full-blooded” without being over intel­
ligible—that is, in relation to the Christian conception 
of God. Whether the world we know is a world of 
reality or of mere appearances is not vital to Chris­
tian Theism. “  God ” might as well exist in the one 
case as in the other. And as to “  Intelligibility,” 
that, I presume, is something we all believe in—that 
is, when it is not hypostatised and printed with a 
capital letter, as though it were more, or could be 
more, than the name of a mental process. The uni­
verse is intelligible because we are able to give a 
coherent account of ail we see and feel and experi­
ence. In any other senso one is merely playing with 
a word.

Again, our testimony is true as far as it goes. 
Only let us be quite certain what that testimony is. 
Let us be sure what the faots are, and not confuse 
facts with inferences. The facts upon which religion 
builds are not questioned by anyone. They are the 
common property of all. And it is not the facts 
that constitute religion ; it is the inferences derived 
from the facts that make a religion. More; the 
feelings the religious man experiences may also be 
admitted as real things. But, again, it is the inter­
pretation of these feelings that is vital. It is a 
question of balancing the reasonableness of rival 
explanations, or of dismissing all that are offered, 
and of waiting the development of a fuller know­
ledge.

Let us take an example of Sir Oliver Lodge’s 
method of confusing faots with inference. He 
says:—

“  The Doctrine of Uniformity and Determinism is 
supposed to be based upon experience. But experience 
includes the experience of human beings ; and some of 
them certainly avpear to be of a capricious and unde­
termined character....... Watch the orbits of a group of
flies as they play; they are manifestly not controlled by 
mechanical laws as are the motions of the planets. 
The simplest view of their activity is that it is self- 
determined, that they are flying about at their own will
and turning when they choose....... Hero we see free-will
in its simplest form....... Why not assume, what is mani­
festly the truth, that free-will exists and has to be 
reckoned with, that the universe is not a machine sub­
ject to outside forces, but a living organism with initia­
tions of its own.”

I have italicised certain words in the above pas­
sage because they appear to be peculiarly instructive 
as illustrating Sir Oliver Lodge’s mental charac­
teristics. Thus undetermined action, which only 
appears to occur with man, of whoso impulses we 
know a deal, becomes much more certain in the oase 
of the fly, of whose impulses we know hardly any­
thing. So a highly contentious opinion becomes 
manifestly the truth, the whole being buttressed up 
by a misuse of terms, and concluding with a state­
ment that may be justifiable as a metaphor, but 
which is simply untrue as a statement of fact.

Again, no one ever asserted that the motions of 
any living creature, even of a fly, are governed by 
mechanical laws. Such an expression can only result 
in confusion. It suggests the movements of an 
externally coerced body, as in the case of a mass of
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matter. But to the laws of pure mechanics one 
must add, among other forces, chemical and vital 
forces, and the deterministic proposition is, not tbaj 
the movements of any living creature are controlled 
by mechanical laws, as are the motions of the 
planets, but that the conduct of the fly and of the 
human being are as much the outcome of forces 
resident within, and operating on, the organism, as 
the movements of the planets are the expression of 
ascertainable mechanical laws. Consequently, Sir 
Oliver Lodge either fails to see what is the Deter­
ministic position, or he fails to state it correctly.

The introduction of the expression “ self-deter­
mined ” only adds to the confusion. There is a sense 
in which the phrase is quits acceptable to the Deter- 
minist, as there is a sense in which it conveys 
nothing intelligible. If by self-determined it 19 
meant that what an organism does is the outcome of 
its peculiar constitution, that it does what it choose8 
because it is what it is, the Determinist would b0 
the last to deny the truth of the proposition. It 19 
because a fly is what it is that it twists and turns 1» 
its play; and it is because a man is what he is that 
he plays cricket or football. In this sense what each 
one does is self-determined. The question at issue 19 
not whether the man can determine or ohoose what be 
will do, but whether he determines or ohooses without 
his decision admitting of explanation by reference to 
his innate tastes and capacities, and without refer­
ence to the influence of a given environment ? That 
we can seldom, if over, give this explanation is duo 
to the complexity of the factors that are concern00 
in all human, and even animal, conduct; but the 
complexity of a problem is tho worst of all reason8 
for abandoning the only principle by which wo can 
ever hope for its solution.

The triumphantly worded conclusion is really 
startling. Why, instead of Free Will being “ ma»*' 
festly tho truth ” it is as questionable a theory a9 
any that exists. And what is meant by calling ¿b0 
universe “  a living organism ” one quite fails to s00' 
True it has initiations of its own, in the sense tba_ 
as the universe includes all, all must belong to i* * 
but why a living organism? One oan hardly avoid 
the suspicion that Sir Oliver Lodge’s religious fai b̂ 
depends in no small measure upon the use of word0 
which, while devoid of scientific warranty and p0f' 
missible as metaphors, suggest to the user aconcret0 
application that is quite unjustifiable.

Sir Oliver Lodge returns to an illustration 
enforce the idea of deity, of which much was mad0 
by the religious press when it was first used- 
Imagine, he says, one of the white corpuscles in tb0 
blood endowed with intelligence and discoursing 0 
itself and tho universe. They speculate on them­
selves and their surroundings, and might assume tb0 
existence of a deity whose purpose they served. 
far they could speculate, and so far they would b0 
right.” But if they went further and surmised tb° 
the only aspect of the universe was tho one know» 
to them, they would bo wrong. “ If they sn rm i00 
that there was no personality, no feeling, no loco­
motion, no mind, no purpose, apart from them a» 
their kind, they would greatly err.”

Well, tho certain thing about this illustra­
tion seems to me that Sir Oliver Lodge °0r’f 
tainly errs if he believes these arguments vital-J 
affect critics of Theism. It is uncontrovertible 
foolish to assume that the only aspects of *b 
universe possible are those known to us. But » 
Atheist say so, because no Atheist is oalled upon ® 
say so. The Atheistic oorpusole would argue tha 
the question at issue between himself and his broth0*- 
corpuscle of Theistio tendencies is not really whetb0 
other aspeots of existence may not obtain, but wbetn0 
or not oertain known aspects of existence—nn*3 ’ 
purpose, eto.—can exist apart from conditions tift*6 
which they are always found to exist. And he wou 
argue that mind and purpose as known to him an̂  
his fellow-corpuscles are simply inconceivable aPa 
from the special conditions with which they â o 
always associated; and, therefore, to talk of .g 
aspect of the universe whore mind and purpose
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not precisely what is meant by mind and purpose in 
he world of white corpusoles, is like talking of an 

aspect of the universe under which the three angles 
of a triangle are together not equal to two right 
anq!es‘ .-^at is they would not be triangles at all.

Sir Oliver’s Theistic corpuscle is, in fact, guilty of 
precisely the blunder with which the Atheistio 
corpuscle is charged. It assumes that the condi­
tions prompting and governing it3 own activities are 
he conditions prompting and governing the non- 

corpuscular universe. Instead of allowing for other 
aspects of cosmic activity, it insists that only one 
aspect is valid. Its reasoning is that, inasmuoh as 

8 own activities are accompanied by intelligence 
and purpose, therefore activities outside self must 
a so be accompanied by intelligence and purpose, 

Qd to this the Atheistic corpuscle rightly objects, 
h*,o points out that allowance must be made for 
other possibilities, and that the fact of mind being a 
quality of animal organisation furnishes no reason 
■whatever for assuming it to be a quality of the 
hniverse at large.
,, Oliver Lodge has great faith in the future of 
he world. “  In good time ” it is going to be the 
heatre of so magnificent a development of human 
no as to “ more than compensate for all the pain and 

aoffering, all the blood and tears that have gone to 
PrePare the way.” Very pretty—until one asks what 
all this means. Who is going to be compensated ? 
® the usual way, when we speak of compensation 

wo mean the making good—as far as is possible—to 
aotneone injury or loss that has been sustained. 
/ Ve do not talk of granting a farm to one of our 
Present-day peasantry as compensation for injury 
°Qe to his anoestor in the days of Richard the 
lr8t. Sir Oliver’s compensation is to be “  in good 

ime ” ,—probably millenniums hence. Myriads of 
PQople are to be born, suffer, and die. The pain and 
Offering, the blood and tears, are theirs. They die 
aad their story is done. But in “ good tim e”  a 
generation of beings is born who offer “ a magnificent 
development of human energy.” And Sir Oliver says 
, aia “ more than compensates ” for all the suffering 
y the way. But they have no right to oompensa- 
>on. The suffering has not been theirs. They are 

Raping a benefit they have done nothing to secure, 
8 their forbears have been reaping injury they have 
°Qe nothing to deserve. To call this compensation 
8,a Bheer abuse of language. And Sir Oliver’s 

®aientifio training should at least have taught him 
aat accurate thinking is impossible so long as words 

?re used in the loose and indefinite manner which—I am bonnd to say—is characteristic of his religious 
Pleadings. C. Co h e n .

The Company We Keep.

A CLERGYMAN recently uttered a word of advice to 
ae doubting, timid spirits that might be among the 
aarers and readers of his sermon. The value of 
hat advice may be gathered from a statement made 
" the close of the discourse to the effect that Jesus 
hrist, having begun his work, will complete it if the 

People concerned will but help him by doing it all 
^nselves. His exhortation to those who had the 
^fortune of being unbelievers was th is: “  Keep 

^hhjpany with your superiors.” “ Do you live much,” 
® asked, “ with the defeated, or do you strive after 

8 ? ,B°ciety of the sovereigns and conquerors of the 
^ ‘»tual world ? It is a good rule, I am told, that 
lit° Should seek for the society of men who are a 
th t hotter than ourselvos. Of all perilous positions, 
^  at of king amongst your inferiors is perhaps the 

at perilous”  Was there ever a real king who was 
gQ "he superior of those over whom he reigned ? 
e . y >t was his superiority that gave him his pre- 
tu.lnent position. The preacher virtually admitted 
of St^ en ^0 asked, “ Do you live with the masters 
gpir t 8P’ritual world ?” “  The masters of the
1 Jtual world ” is an exceedingly ambiguous phrase;

but the allusion to masters implies that they are 
superior persons, whom it would do us good to know 
and associate with, however perilous for them it 
might bo to have anything to do with us. But what 
and where is the spiritual world, and who are its 
masters, or rulers ? When and by what moans did 
they conquer and take possession of it ? We, 
doubters, know nothing about such a world, not even 
that it exists, and times without number we have 
besought the preacher to impart to us some definite 
information concerning it. Hitherto he has utterly 
ignored our appeal; but he always talks quite glibly 
about those who are alleged to have mastered and 
made it their own. The clergyman we have now in 
mind said, “  If you and I are wise we shall seek to 
dwell with them,” and then mentioned three of 
them, namely, Jesns Christ, St. Paul, and Catherine 
of Siena. Jesus Christ occupies the supreme place, 
while St. Paul and Catherine of Siena stand extremely 
high among “ the dominating personalities of the 
realms of the spirit.” And such as these are the 
sovereigns whose company we are urged constantly 
to keep; and, of course, everyone is known by the 
company he keeps.

The principle enunciated by the preacher com­
mends itself to our judgment; but we are bound to 
quarrel with his application of it. To tell us that if 
we associate closely with “  the masters of the spiritual 
world ” we shall be cured of our scepticism is to 
waste precious breath. We deny that there is any 
evidence whatever of the existence of a spiritual 
world, and we characterise its so-called conquerors 
and masters as consoious or unconscious impostors. 
Take the Gospel Jesus. The record does not furnish 
a single shred of proof that he had any knowledge 
of a spiritual world, though he is represented as 
asserting that he had descended from the good part 
of it, while his enemies had come up from the 
wicked portion. He said nothing about either God 
or Devil that had not been said a hundred times 
before by men equally as ignorant as himself. The 
same thing is true of Paul. In one of his Epistles 
he speaks of “ visions and revelations,” and tells us 
that once he “  was caught up into Paradise, and 
heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for 
a man to utter.” No doubt he verily believed in a 
spiritual world ; but that he had no knowledge of it 
is proved by the fact that he could not convey any 
information about it to his disoiples.

Now, both Jesus and Paul were supernatural dog­
matists who could brook no contradiction. Jesus 
roundly cursed all who would not leave all to follow 
him. His opponents wore children of the Devil, and 
the religious and political guides of the nation were 
“  inwardly full of hypocrisy and iniquity.” Un­
believers in him were “  fools and blind,” who 
“  strained the gnat and swallowed the camel.”  Paul 
was not one whit better. The grand eulogium on 
lovo in First Corinthians is attributed to h im ; but 
Paul’s own lovo embraced only “  tho brethren.” At 
Paphos, Barnabas and he were requested to explain 
their new creed to the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, 
which they readily did, with tho result that he was 
converted to tho Christian Faith ; but a man named 
Elymas, possibly a representative of another Jesus- 
cult, vigorously “ withstood them, seeking to turn 
aside the proconsul from the faith.” Surely, this 
man had a perfect right to hold and to express freely 
contrary views to those championed by tho apostles. 
But Paul did not think s o ; and this is what the 
record relates:—

“  Saul, who is also called Paul, filled with the Holy 
Ghost, fastened his eyes on him, and said, 0  full of all 
guilt and all villainy, thou son of the Devil, thou enomy 
of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the 
right way of tho Lord ? And now, behold, the hand of 
the Lord is upon thee, and thou shalt be blind, not 
seeing the sun for a season. And immediately there 
fell on him a mist and a darkness; and he went about 
seeking some to lead him by the hand. Then the pro- 
consul, when he saw what was done, believed, being 
astonished at the teaching of the Lord.”

That is a most illuminating extract, for, while doubt­
less largely legendary, it clearly shows of what
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spirit Christians inevitably are. Intolerance and 
persecution are a necessity of their creed, as the 
blood-red history of the Church abundantly testifies. 
Thus, belief in a spiritual world has often been 
morally a crime, as well as the source of some of 
the darkest crimes on record.

We now come to Catherine of Siena. Poor St. 
Catherine, one’s heart bleeds for her at the thought 
of what the spirit of Jesus and Paul compelled her 
to be and to do. From the age of five she is said to 
have indulged, with morbid pleasure, in the most 
cruel methods of self-mortification. At six years of 
age, she habitually flogged herself, and induced other 
children to do the same. At seven, whenever a 
Dominican monk passed the window at which she 
watched, she rushed out to kiss the spots of the 
pavement on which he had placed his feet. She 
refused to eat, to wash herself, or to comb her hair. 
In other words, she insisted upon being a half- 
starved and dirty child to the glory of God. In the 
article on her in the tenth edition of the Encyclo­
pedia Britannica we read thus :—

“  About the twelfth year of her life, Catherine wholly 
abandoned the use of animal food. At fifteen she left 
oil wine. At twenty she gave up bread, living only on 
uncooked vegetables. She used to sleep but one quarter 
of an hour in the four and twenty. She always fiogged 
herself till the blood streamed from her three times a 
day. She lived three years without speaking. She 
wore a chain of iron round hor body, which gradually 
ate its way into her flesh. And, finally, she remained 
wholly without food for many years.”

Catherine owed her saintship to a mighty miracle, 
by which she is said to have received the stigmata— 
the scars of the wounds caused by the nails which 
fastened Jesus to the cross. Those marks on her 
hands and feet and heart, however made, or whether 
ever really produced or not, were her chief title to 
recognition as an exceptionally saintly character. 
The only observation our preacher makes touching 
her is that she “ knows what it is to rule her spirit 
as a baron may rule his castle,” which, to say the 
least, is not a specially complimentary one.

Now, what we contend is, not only that keeping 
company with Jesus, Paul, and St. Catherine would 
never be the means of converting genuine doubters, 
but also that those three are by no means the best 
company one can keep. To Jesus, for example, if we 
must choose, we much prefer Confucius and Gotama 
as at once saner and safer guides. Jesus made 
muoh of heaven and hell beyond the tomb as incen­
tives to faith in himself; but Confucius and Gotama 
declined to discuss gods, spiritual beings, death, and 
a hereafter, with their disciples, on the ground that 
this life and its many problems were such as to fully 
engage the energies of the human race. Gotama 
drew up a list of questions which were never to be 
answered nor even discussed, and called them In- 
determinates, such as whether the world is eternal 
or not, whether the world is infinite or not, whether 
the soul is the same as the body, or different from 
it, and whether a man exists in any way, or not, after 
death. We hold that Confucius and Gotama are 
much better company than the Gospel Jesus. To 
Paul, again, we emphatically prefer Epicurus and 
his eloquent disciple, Lucretius. Epicurus taught 
high ethics in his beautiful garden at Athens. He is 
often sadly misrepresented by prejudiced and ignorant 
critics ; but his teaching was sublime and fascinating. 
He maintained that the object of life is to be happy, 
and it is said that his garden bore as an inscription, 
“  Stranger, here will it be well with thee: here 
pleasure is the highest good.” But this is entirely 
different from what is usually supposed to be the 
motto of Epicureanism—“ Let us eat and drink, for 
to-morrow we die,” although there is a sense in 
which even this motto is appropriate enough. Why 
should we not eat and drink to-day because we are 
to die to-morrow? But, according to Lange in his 
History of Materialism (vol. i., p. 103), Epicurus asso­
ciated pleasure with virtue, and definitely taught 
that no man can be happy “  unless he is wise, noble, 
and just.” Therefore they who enjoy the society of

Epicurus are in the very best company. When we 
join Lucretius we are almost in the times of Paul) 
but how much wholesomer is the former’s philosophy* 
With what scorn he refutes the fallacy that Material­
ism would lead people into “  the paths of immorality 
and sin.” Why, he says, religion has been the 
fountain from which has flowed a putrid stream 
of the most damnable abominations. How merrily 
he laughs, with a fine twinkle in his eye, at the fear 
of death. They who carefully study his great philo­
sophical poem, De Rerum Natura, are in touch with 
one of earth’s noblest sons, fellowship with whom is 
bound to elevate the mind. Such men have appeared 
in all ages and countries, though for centuries the 
Church had neither room nor use for them, and 
glorified God by burning them. And without a doubt 
any woman who loyally attends to her rights and 
duties as a member of the human race is infinitely 
better company than Catherine of Siena, who was 
a frightful abnormality, and who, on more than one 
occasion, must have been guilty of fraud.

Coming to modern times, is it possible to conceive 
of more profitable company than Shakespeare, 
Shelley, Swinburne, Whitman, Meredith, and many 
others that might b8 named, all thoroughgoing 
Freethinkers ? Intellectual giants they are, con­
verse with whom raises life's level, brightens dull 
minds, comforts sorrowful hearts, and fertilises 
barren lives. The absence of the supernatural taint 
renders possible clearness of conception,-straightness 
of vision, and soundness of judgment, and these 
qualities constitute greatness, and impart distinction 
to their possessors. T T T D

Alleged Misdeeds of the Divinity.
-----♦-----

The terror inspired, and the havoo and ruin wrought, 
by earthquakes upon tho just and the unjust, with 
such impartial indifference, are absolutely incom­
patible with any theory of a wise and mercifol 
providence. Throughout the historic period, the 
Iberian Peninsula has been one of the most notablo 
areas upon which the blind forces of nature have 
displayed their callous indifference to human suffer- 
ing and sorrow. The lower valley of the River 
Tagus, upon whose banks the beautiful seaport and 
city of Lisbon stands, is cursed with a lengthy record 
of appalling earthquakes. The most terrible of these 
calamities occurred in 1309, 1531, and 1755. Of all 
tho eartb-tremblings which have affected what 10 
now tho Republic of Portugal, the disastrous event 
of November, 1755, occupies the leading place* 
Indeed, it was one of the most frightful of all 
recorded horrors of its kind. Without the slightest 
warning, save that of a deep sound resembling 
distant thunder, which seemed to proceed from the 
bowels of the earth, the oity of Lisbon was shake0 
to its very foundations. In tho short space of 
minutes sixty thousand people were sent to them 
long account. The dust whioh arose from the ruin® 
of the shattered city almost instantaneously choked 
the atmosphere and turned day into dark night. Bat 
the darkness was soon lightened by the fires which 
broke out in every direction, and the horrors of the 
earthquake were intensified by a vast conflagration, 
and tho pillage of the overwhelmed city by its criming 
population. The details of this disaster dismayed 
intellectual Europe. Voltaire was hard put to it to 
defend his cherished divinity; Goethe, at that tim0 
a child, received his first lesson in Freethougbt* 
Dr. Johnson dimly realised that his deity was oh 
trial. He seemed to feel that such an outrage upo° 
humanity as the Lisbon catastrophe was morally 
indefensible, and refused to admit that it had really 
taken place.

As in the majority of preceding earthquakes, the 
direction taken by the shocks on this terrible occa­
sion was from the south-west to tho north-east* 
Large masses of the Portuguese coast crumbled an 
fell into the sea, and immense damage resulted t
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the shore between Cape St. Vincent and the mouth 
of the River Guadiana. The mountain range which 
borders the Tagus wa3 rent and torn in a most 
remarkable manner, and giant avalanches of rock 
Vere hurled into the valley below.

In the city itself a few buildings escaped destruc­
tion, though on all sides surrounded by desolation 
^nd woe. The newly constructed quay in Lisbon 
•Harbor had been built entirely of marble, and there 
a vast crowd of people had gathered in fancied 
security when it suddenly sank beneath the bay with 
its human freight. Not one of them ever returned 
to revisit the glimpses of the moon.

When the earlier shocks had expended their force, 
the waves of the sea retreated from the shore, 
hurrying the vessels and other watercraft upon 
their tumultuous surface. But the sea rapidly 
returned as a colossal wave sixty feet in height, 
which destroyed those parts of Lisbon which the 
earthshocks had spared. Professor Hobbs writes :—

“ This great sea-wave, the mightiest that has ever 
been described in connection with an earthquake, is 
reported not only to have washed the coast of the 
Iberian Peninsula, but to have extended with destruc­
tive violence to the coasts of many distant countries. 
At Kinsale, in Ireland, it was strong enough to whirl 
vessels about in the harbor and to pour into tho 
market-place, and it was of great violence also at the 
island of Madeira.”

Ihe effects of the combined earthquakes and sea­
quakes which accompanied this visitation were felt 
j? the Alpine ranges, the Baltic Sea, and in Northern 
Hsrmany; the shocks were almost as severe at 
Algiers and Fez as in Spain and Portugal.

Another much earthquake-haunted land is Italy. 
I'rom the dawn of history to our own times Italia 
bas suffered severely from the rumblings and erup- 
‘ons of the teeming earth. The tragedy of the 
urial of Pompeii and Heraculaneum beneath volcanio 
ava was but one among many similar horrors. In 
Southern Italy alone some twenty thousand people 
Perished in 1688; forty-three thousand in 1693; 
aQd thirty-two thousand in 1788 ; totalling nearly 
°uo hundred thousand in a single century. This 
.aat disaster was not preceded by the slightest warn- 

In the space of two minutes, however, it threw 
°wn the secular and sacred edifices in innumerable 
0vvns and villages scattered throughout Calabria 

aud North-eastern Sioily. And the numerous catas- 
rqphes which have since occurred in the same area 

Pu>nt to the permanent operation of those forces 
uich make earthquakes periodically inevitable. 
Soismoiogical displays on a vast scale arc of 

P°riodioal occurrence throughout the earthquake 
^ues of Asia. In 1819 a part of the delta of the 
_jver Indus was subjected to a series of shocks 

hich extended over four consecutive days. During 
beeo disturbances an area “ some two thousand 
luare miles in extent subsidod so as to be covered 
y the sea, while a neighboring belt, fifty miles long 

eixteen miles wide, rose about 10 ft.” :|: At 
. a®gra, also in India, an earthquake occurred in 
305 whioh affected an area of nearly a million and 
tlr0e-quartor square miles, and caused the death of 
°me twenty thousand people.

Very naturally, the physical energy which—
“  Shakes the old beldam earth, and topples down 

Steeples and moss-grown towers,”
has in all ages stimulated the sense of fear and 
bonder in mankind. Robert Mallet, the celebrated 
8eismologist, informs us that the almost unvarying 
Accession of phenomena recorded of severe earth­
quakes is primarily an earth-trembling, then a hoavy 
bhook, which is succeeded by vibrations whioh 
^dually  but rapidly die away. As a rule, the 
shocks last a few seconds only, but tho tremblings 

follow are sometimes experienced for days, 
p eeks, or even months. In these circumstances 
lttle wonder need be expressed that earthquake 

Phenomena have materially moulded the super- 
^atural systems of men. The great German ex­

* Prof. Salisbury, Physiography. i

plorer and Freethinking philosopher, Alexander von 
Humboldt, although in constant touch with the 
marvels revealed by modern science, lost his sense 
of reality when he experienced his first earthquake. 
If such a highly trained and disciplined intellect as 
his was overwhelmed with amazement, we may easily 
imagine the feelings of a savage or a peasant in the 
presence of a phenomenon which appears to prove 
that the stability of the solid earth is a complete 
illusion.

The islands whioh form the empire of Japan are 
probably the most unstable in the world. As a 
matter of fact, between 1885 and 1892, the number 
of major and minor earthshakings recorded by the 
instruments of the numerous Japanese observing- 
stations averaged over one thousand per year. These 
perturbations were for centuries attributed to the 
movements of an enormous subterranean spider, 
though this superstition has in more recent times 
assumed a modified form. Among the uncultured, 
earthquakes are now traced to the maohinations of a 
giant catfish. This superstition has doubtless grown 
up from the fact that the fissures and faults arising 
from the earthquakes resemble the traok of an 
immense mole. In the Celebes and throughout 
Mongolia this underground monster assumes the 
form of a p ig ; in India, it is a colossal mole; soma 
of the redskins of North America favored a giant 
tortoise, while many South American savages 
preferred a whale.

With the ancient Greek races the ocean divinity, 
Poseidon, was also the earthquake god. The 
Peloponessus was his dwelling-place, and all the 
surrounding countries were sacred to him. He was 
feared and propitiated in every city as a loading 
divinity. The sea coasts of Achaia were only too 
familiar with the manifestations of his activities, 
and along their shores a series of sanctuaries was 
dedicated to his honor and glory.

“  Once, when a Spartan army was in the field, and 
King Agesipolis was standing with his officers to pour a 
libation after a meal, the ground was suddenly shaken 
by an earthquake. With great presence of mind, tho 
king and his officers started a popular hymn to Poseidon, 
and tho soldiers taking up tho refrain, the whole army 
was soon singing the paean.”  *

The countries which so extensively influenced 
our own divine revelation have, from prehistoric 
times onwards, been the theatre of disastrous 
seismological disturbances. Syria and Palestine 
bear abundant geological witness of past volcanio 
activities. The region which environs the Dead Sea 
and the waters of Gennesaret was an important con­
tributory cause of these phenomena. Josephus 
describes an earthquake which occurred during the 
Battle of Actium that destroyed the lives of thirty 
thousand people, in addition to those of countless 
lower animals. A serious earthquake visited the 
same area in 1837, while the shock which shook 
Jerusalem three years earlier did not scruple to 
damage the Holy Chapel of the Nativity at Beth­
lehem. As a mere matter of oourse, the Hebrews 
ascribed these occurrences to the anger of their 
offended God. In the Psalms we read, “  Thou hast 
made the earth to tremble; thou hast broken i t ; 
heal the breaches thereof; for it shaketh.” Or, 
again : “ Tremble thou earth at the presence of the 
Lord, at tho presence of the God of Jacob; which 
turned the rock into a standing water, the flint into 
a fountain of waters.” Even in the most polished 
period of Roman civilisation, tho rabbis regarded 
earthquakes as divine chastisements for tho per­
formances in the circuses and play-houses of the 
pagans.

Such pro-scientific views as these have given riso 
to a host of myths and legends in all parts of tho 
world. Only in quite recent years have the natural 
forces responsible for earthquakes and volcanio 
eruptions been submitted to scientific examination. 
I hope in another article to deal with the results of 
physical, geographical, and geological investigations 
in this department of natnre. Suffioe it to Ray that

* Prof. W. H. Hobba.
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every seismologioal fact so far established points to 
the reign of unvarying natural law. And the day is 
in all probability not so very far distant when the 
man of science will be in a position to predict the 
occurrence of an earthquake with approximate 
accuracy, and thus help to guard humanity against 
the terrible experiences of horror, destruction, and 
death which have hitherto accompanied these per­
turbations of nature. T. F. Palm ee.

Dr. Magalhaes Lima, Portuguese Patriot.

It is one of the satires of history that the struggle 
for the effective chieftainship of the Portuguese 
people—once the chosen victims of the Holy Inqui­
sition—is now between two distinguished heretics, 
both of them staunch Freethinkers—to wit, Dr. 
Theophilo Braga and Dr. Magalhaes Lima. In spite 
of the curses of the Catholic Church, the Lusitauian 
Republic has come to stay, and is—let us hope—des­
tined to prompt the Spanish people out of the ruts 
into which monarchy and religion have confined the 
energies of the great race which gave the world 
Cervantes, Servetus, and Ferrer.

The change which has thus come over the scene in 
these lands which some of us thought but a few 
years ago were for ever delivered over body and soul 
into the murderous hands of the Catholic Church, is 
the eternal justification of those hopes of human 
progress with which so many hearts have been 
kindled since the torch of Freethought lit up the 
dark places of the earth, and been the light to lighten 
the Christian and other barbarian nations along the 
path of progress.

No man has done more for Portugal by way of 
cleansing the Augean stables of monarchist corrup­
tion, or by way of disseminating the glorious prin­
ciples of peace, international solidarity, and Free- 
thought than our distinguished oonfrère, Dr. 
Magalhaes Lima. In the darkest days of his 
country’s degradation, when the obscene Carlos and 
the Church were in holy league with Franco and his 
corrupt gang in order to strangle every manifesta­
tion of political and intellectual life in Portugal, 
Magalhaes Lima bore the brunt of the battle, and
suffered fine, imprisonment, and banishment.......and
yet maintained the flag of liberty Hying all through 
the struggle, he fonght as a Freethinker, as the oditor 
of a Freethought journal (/I Vanguardia), and as the 
Grand Master of the Portuguese Freemasons. His 
unflagging energy, his moving eloquence, his splendid 
gifts of organisation rallied the broken ranks and 
ultimately won for his country the most complete, 
and at the same time the least bloody, of all modern 
revolutions. If to-day the Portuguese Republic is a 
fait accompli, that fact is mainly due to the brilliant 
generalship of Dr. Magalhaes Lima.

In the circumstances, it is not surprising to learn 
that an influential section of the Portuguese Repub­
lican party bas put forward the candidature of Dr. 
Magalhaes Lima, in competition with that of Dr. 
Theophilo Braga, as first President Elect of the 
Republic. Copies of the Manifesto published on 
behalf of this candidate have just reached our hands. 
It is issued by four numerous groups—one consisting 
of old and tried Republicans, another of Freemasons, 
another consisting of Carbonari, and another of 
Freethinkers. In the eyes of the Church each group 
is Anathema Maranatha, and therefore all the more 
likely to consist of good and worthy men.

The Manifesto is issued to “ the Portuguese people 
and to the National Constituent Assembly.” The 
opening paragraph is instructive :—

“  The now constitution of the country is now being 
discussed, and in the event of its approval the election 
of a President of tho Republic will bo proceeded with. 
We are, then, about to have a Presidency, notwith­
standing that a great part of the nation is of contrary 
opinion. In this large section we include ourselves, as 
wo also aro contrary to tho institution of the Presi- j 
dency.”

In spite of this view, the Committee make a virtue 
of necessity, and propose the man of their choice.

After stating that “ the fullest meed of justice, 
and the most deserved homage, were paid to the 
eminent savant and great Democrat, Dr. Theophilo 
Braga, in naming him the President of the Provi­
sional Government,” the Manifesto declares that the 
record of Magalhaes Lima’s struggle for Portugal 
has immense popularity, and his unselfish devotion 
to tho national warfare entitle him to be the choice 
cf the Constituent Assembly, even as he would—as 
is urged—be the undoubted choice of the country at 
large if the election to the Presidential chair were 
determined by universal suffrage. The Manifesto 
recalls the long list of Lima’s services to his country, 
culminating in the fact that he was the prime mover 
and inspiring genius that made possible the suc­
cessful preparation of the memorable revolution of 
October, 1910. It was in his house wherein the 
plans of the revolutionists were elaborated by the 
men—like Candido dos Reis, Dr. Miguel Bombard», 
Machado dos Santos—who took a decisive part in 
overthrowing the monarchy.

There is no doubt as to the popularity of Dr. Lima, 
nor as to the eminence of his services, not only to 
the Portuguese nation, but to the cause of peace and 
international solidarity.

Away from the scenes where these events are hap­
pening, and out of touch with the men and the 
aotual circumstances—political, economic, social, and 
religious—in which the two protagonists aro moving, 
it is difficult, if not invidious, to award the palm of 
merit to the one or tho other. But of this one can 
feel well assured, that should the choice of tho Con­
vention fall upon Magalhaes Lima as the first Presi­
dent Eleot of the Portuguese Republic the cause of 
national progress in Portugal and all liberal move­
ments in every land will find him a wholehearted 
and conscientious supporter. WlLLIAM H eafobd .

RELIGION.
Look on this spot—a nation’s sepulchre !
Abode of gods, whose shrines no longer burn.
Even gods must yield—religions take their turn :
’Twas Jove’s— 'tis Mahomet’s ; and other creeds 
Will rise with other years, till man shall learn 
Vainly his incense soars, his victim bleeds ;
Poor child of Doubt and Death, whose hope is built 

on reeds.
Bound to the earth, he lifts his eyes to heaven—
Is’t not enough, unhappy thing, to know 
Thou art ? Is this a boon so kindly given,
That being, thou wouldst be again, and go,
Thou know’st not, reck’st not to what region, so 
On earth no more, but mingled with the skies!
Still wilt thou dream on futuro joy and woo 1 
Regard and weigh yon dust before it flies;
This littlo urn saith more than thousand homilies.

— Byron.

Some persons have little knowledge of humanity except 
keyhole knowledge, and those they don’t know they judg0 
by those they do. A Christian cannot understand a Free­
thinker any more than a slave can appreciate freedom. A 
Christian is incapable of getting any sublime satisfaction 
out of doing right. He lives for a reward, and walks in th 
narrow path for the sake of the dollars hero and heaven 
hereafter. He could not bo good unless it paid. He won 
not worship God unless God would save his soul. In 
Christiau superstition fosters only a jackal appetite.

What is good-breeding for but to savo hypocrisy ito 
honest and just criticism ? But may not good-breeding 
sometime cost tho world more than it comes to? 
should honesty wear a mask ? Why should man apolog'8 
for speaking the truth ? Is lying such a virtue that puma ‘ 
ment must be meted out to him who will not repeat the h° 
Frankly, why is there heroism in Christian hypocrisy aU 
cowardice in tho confessions of a Freethinker ? I0 D‘ 
tho world praising tho wrong man ? .

Man to-day is not to set an example by going to ck °rc. ’ 
but by his acts in the world. Sunday is not enough J 
which to judge of conduct. Man may bo a h ypocrite  
one day, but he cannot bo for six days. A man’s busin ' 
a man’s occupation, shows what ho is, more than his ^  
gion. We cannot take a man’s dealings with God o 
estimate of his character, but rather his dealings wi 
brother-man.— L. K. Washburn.
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Acid Drops.
by the country not as a politician, but as a Christian.”  We 
should be sorry to dispute it.

. " Salvation Army Finances ”  was the heading of an article 
'0 last week’s Christian World. Its value may be inferred 
roin the following extract from the opening paragraph :—

“  Critics of the Salvation Army have from the beginning 
frequently stated that General Booth does not issue a balance- 
sheet. and that he uses the funds supplied by a generous 
public in a manner that seems to him most desirable, with­
out regard to the intentions of donors. This criticism is 
very much beside the mark, for a well-known firm of char­
tered accountants has certified the accounts every year and 
vouched for their accuracy.”

hc3e stale old “  gags ”  satisfy or confuse the general public, 
obody has charged General Booth with not issuing a 
alance-sheet; the charge is that the balance-sheet contains 
0 satisfactory information. The charge which is never 
ado is met— easily m et; the charge that is made is always 

gnored. That is the way of the Salvation Army— and the 
ay of General Booth ; and to understand it you have only 

look at his eyes and nose. As to the “  chartered ac- 
thUf^an Ŝ’”  ^oes Ik6 Christian World writer really believe 

at they have either the means or the wish to prevent 
general Booth from spending the Salvation Army funds, 
°tn whatever sources they come, in any direction he 

P eases ? Mr. Manson has proved that “  the Chief ”  does 
xactly as ho pleases in this respect. Moreover, the talk 
bout11 vouchers ”  is all blarney. Of course the vouchers 
re kept for the auditors, and are the basis on which the 
bditors' voucher is given. But that only proves that the 
Obey i8 spent. And who denies that ) General Booth is 
‘  accused of peculation. But ha is certainly guilty of 

°uble-dealing in his replies to his critics.

It is all very well to talk about “  the improving position of 
£ ® Army in all parts of the world.”  That is “  Colone! 
Aajes’s bluff, and the Christian World takes it all as gospel, 
in l?te^ y tho position of the Salvation Army is not improving 
a England. “  Self-Denial Week ” has come to a standstill, 

d worse; meetings get smaller and smaller, and while the 
ttQy talks as big as ever it is less influential. These things 

ope °^v‘oa3 to every ordinary citizen who keeps his eyes

General Booth is accorded too much credit. Wo do not 
°Dy his ability, such as it is ; the ability of a showman and 
business organiser. But two other human beings had as 

g ’jou. aud perhaps moro, to do with tho success of the 
alvation Army. One a woman, who is dead; tho other a 

„ an, who ja ¡¿yip«. Mrs. Catherine Booth and Mr. W. T.
ktead.

g-ttio Christian World says that “  with the temperature at 
call*’11 skaA0i rising to 88 and 90, the yellow sands are 
j., lng, and the woods, and tho mountains.” Yes, they call 
„ 080‘Who can go. But the vast majority of the people can't 
j(.'. -fhoy have to swelter in their mean dwellings in town.
. 18 not so easy for them, as it is for a lucky Christian 

' “ alist, to seo tho goodness of God in this melting 
w®ather.

Li .^^istianity," this leader-writer says, “  is the Religion of 
bm ■'' ^ °8' *t was, when it lighted public places with 
th nin? heretics ; but that day is past. Christianity is now 
b;” 5°hgion, not of light, but of light-headedness. It ha3 a 

b heart (enlarged !) and a small brain (decayed 1).

sicp ^10 r0cont Catholic Congress, Archbishop Bourne pro- 
Hat'1*’ ’ tlle ^ QVl C. Martiudale road a paper on tho anti-
__hronalist campaign, in which he told the following story :
hasl younK Catholic, being told that Christianity was a re­
dan 0t ol<Jor religions and mythology, replied : • You’ro a 
bionn?^ liar’ aud 1,11 8ive y °u my reasons for saying so in a 
ojj Dth.’ (Laughter ) In the intorval ho wrote to mo to 
it ^ or(i him in his contention,”  (Laughter.). How natural
heav*U<18! We a11 know that Catholic young man with his 

y stock of ignorance and impudence.

Cath°i°SSOr Windlo, Principal of Cork University, told the 
deatp , lc Congress that “ Darwinism as a philosophy was 
Christ- aV  ̂ *hat “  Modern scientists wore on the side of 
ibnuftvanity."  I'he best answor to this was forthcoming 
£500 t'ately afterwards. Tho Duke of Norfolk pleaded for 
detr i ° 'rculato “  cheap literature in answer to tho 

factors of Christianity.” ____

^therY ,a true word is spoken in jest. Mr. Harold Begbie’s 
Lot(j 'aborious humor in the Daily Chronicle concerning 

augh Cecil includes the statement that “  Ho is regarded

Necessity knows no law. The Pope ordered a total sus­
pension of the Church laws of fasting and abstinence in 
Rome so long as the tropical heat lasts.

Another Christian bigot speaks from the grave. Mr. 
Ebenezer Gibbons, of Fir Tree House, Silver-street, Enfield, 
by a special clause in his will “  disinherits any member of 
his family who shall embrace the Roman Catholic faith, or 
shall mortgage or assign or otherwise charge his or her share 
of his estate for the benefit of the Roman Catholic faith, or 
any of the objects thereof.”  We are decidedly of opinion 
that such conditions in wills should be rendered invalid by 
law, just like secret trusts and other conditions contrary to 
the public welfare.

The following Police-Court “  Scene ”  is taken from the 
Aberdeen Evening Express :—

“  A witness created something of a ‘ scene ’ in the Police 
Court to-day before Baillie Todd. Witness when asked to 
take the oath and to repeat the words—11 swear by Almighty 
God,’—said ‘ I know nothing about Almighty God ’ (Sen­
sation.)

The Fiscal (Mr. Robert Lamb)—Are you an atheist?— 
No, sir.

The Fiscal—What are you ?
Witness—I am an agnostic, I think.
The Fiscal—Do you decline to take the oath ?
Witness—I decline to take the oath, but will tell the truth 

so far as I know it.
The Fiscal—Do you believe in a God?
Witness—I know nothing about it.
The Fiscal—Take him away.
Witness then left the box after creating an unusual scene.
The witness was re called, and the Fiscal, addressing him, 

said—You said you declined to take the oath because of the 
reference in it to Almighty God.

Witness—I decline to take the oath because of the refer­
ence to God Almighty.

The Fiscal—You will then repeat this, sir (commencing to 
read over to witness the words of the affirmation to tell the 
truth).

Witness agreed to make the affirmation to tell the truth, 
after which he proceeded to give evidence.”

The Express published a pungent letter on this subject from 
the pen of Mr. W. P. Adamson, which is brief enough to bo 
reproduced in fu ll:—

“  Sir,—The fiscal (Mr. Robert Lamb) in this case had 
absolutely no right to ask the witness whether he believed in 
one God, or three, or fifty. The witness had already said 
that he was an agnostic, which is simply an atheist with a 
tall hat on—in Bhort, the word is respectable. Further, the 
fiscal exceeded his powers when he insulted witness by saying,
‘ Take him away,’ and then recalling him.—I am, etc.,

Portsoy, 7th August, 1911. W. P. A damson. "
There is really no moro to bo said except that judges and 
magistrates ought to be well aware of tho Bradlaugh “  Oaths 
Act ” which was passod some twonty-flve years ago. Chris­
tian bigots do take a monstrous timo learning what other 
people already tako for granted.

Rev. J. Warschauor has written a pamphlet— or is it a 
printed sermon ?— in reply to tho Rev. R. Roberts’s pamphlet 
on “  The Collapse of Historical Christianity.” Mr. War- 
echaucr’s tolerance consists in stating that ho has a “  loath­
ing for intolerance,”  and his “  Christian spirit ”  consists in 
being as offensive as possible to tho writer he is criticising. 
“ In this case,”  ho says, “ it is impossible to separate 
criticism of an argument from criticism of a man.”  “  I 
could wish it were otherwise,”  he adds with a Pecksniffian 
sigh. Of course personalities are necessary in this case! 
The present case is generally an exception from tho law of 
impersonal discussion. Mr. Warschauer warns those who 
challenge Christianity that thoy must not be surprised if 
tboy “ find themsolves subjected to a somowhat frank 
scrutiny.”  This is only a loss honest way of repeating tho 
Rev. Dr. Wace’s statement to Huxley that it ought to be 
“  uncomfortable " for unbelievers.

Mr. Warschaucr haughtily informs Mr. Roberts that he 
ought not to use the title of llev. “  while doing his utmost to 
discredit tho religion of Christ,”  for “  Rev.” is a title 
belonging to “  a Christian minister ” — a statement with 
which tho Rev. Charles Voysey would hardly agree. Mr. 
Roberts has precisely the same right to use the title of 
“ Rev. ”  that Mr. Warschauor has. Strictly speaking it 
belongs to clergymen of the Church of England. Dissenters 
are allowed it only by courtesy. Moreover, Mr. Roberts is, 
like Mr. Warschauer, a Congregationalist, and every single 
Congregationist Church is autonomous. Noither haVo the 
Congregationists any official creed. It is a “ go as you
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please ” arrangement. And when Mr. Warschauer talks 
about “  certain lines drawn and instinctively recognised by 
ordinary good sense and good feeling,”  he is merely dis­
playing his customary egotism.

class Protestant mystics ? The answer is, because Pr0' 
testants are not mad enough— and Catholics are. When one 
understands that one may smile at Mr. Campbell's reference 
to the arguments of Atheism ; or, as he hectically puts it, 
“ of all the atheists that have ever lived.”

Petty niggling criticism is Mr. Warschauer’s forte. One 
of his greatest triumphs over Mr. Roberts lies in accusing 
him of misspelling an author’s name in some previous pub­
lication. The real point at issue, the collapse of Chris­
tianity, is for the most part evaded. He admits, however, 
that “  Christianity is passing through important doctrinal 
changes,” but this is not a retreat, it is an advance, and is a 
proof not of “  deeay ”  but of “ vitality.” Mr. Warschauer 
actually argues, though he does not quite seem to realise it, 
that Christianity has not collapsed because it never existed. 
“  The world,” he says, “  has never been Christian but is 
slowly growing more so ”— which is an obvious Hibernicism. 
Mr. Roberts is “  looking for his Christian age in the past,”—  
“  We,”  his critic says, “  are looking for it in the future.” 
No doubt! It is so easy to see things in the future. All 
you want for that is faith and fancy. To see them in the 
past is not so easy,— especially if they never happened. We 
quite understand Mr. Warschauer’s view that Christianity is 
not played out. He agrees with General Booth that it is 
just being played in—nearly two thousand years after Christ!

Mr. Warschauer has one simple method of historical 
criticism: Every good thing that happens is due to Chris­
tianity. The peace movement, therefore, is a sign that 
Christianity is n o t11 collapsing ” but is “ preparing for ever 
greater victories and conquests.”  This is cool indeed. Why, 
it may bo said that the peace movement was almost created 
by Freethinkers. This is truo in England; it is con­
spicuously true in France. We remember Charles Brad- 
laugh's peace demonstration in Hyde Park, when England's 
guns were threatening Egypt. Pious rowdies nearly killed 
him there. And what were the Warschauers doing ? Lying 
low in the interest of the Gladstone government, and 
sneering at the “  vulgar Atheist.”  We heard Mr. Cremer 
say, at one of Bradlaugh’s St. James’s Hall meetings, that 
he had circularised all the Nonconformist ministers in 
Greater London, and that only three had so much as taken 
the trouble to respond.

“  Buddhism is without God, and therefore without hope.” 
Thus writes Mr. Warschauer in the Christian World. 
Greater nonsense was never penned. And what is the 
meaning of hope in this passage ? Mr. Warschauer expects 
to live for ever. That is his hope. That is really all he 
wants a God for. The Deity is but the head of Mr. War­
schauer’s life-assurance firm. It does not even occur to the 
reverend gontleman that his living for ever is no particular 
advantage to the universe. We suggest that so much War­
schauer may be objectionable, and that the universe might 
bo better for a change.

Religion is often a good thing to labor your adversary 
with. This was recognised by Mr. George Brown, a member 
of the Socialist colony at Arden, near Wilmington, Delaware. 
Having a quarrel with another member of the colony— Mr. 
Upton Sinclair, the novelist—he laid an information against 
that gentleman and nine other leaders of the colony for playing 
lawn tennis and baseball on Sunday. All ten were sen­
tenced to one day’s detention in the workhouse. They wore 
the prison clothes, had prison fare to eat, underwent the 
prison bath, and worked at stone-breaking. We supposo 
they understand now why Sabbatarianism and other reli­
gious mischief should be opposed.

Rev. R. J. Campbell ha3 “  longings that earth can never 
satisfy.”  What a wonderful man he is—in his own estima­
tion 1

The Now Theology weekly chuckles over what a grain of7 - - - - -  --------- --------- -------  - --------  ^ . ,,
sagacity would have shown to be a printer’s blunder in tne 
Freethinker. We pointed out that our contemporary bad 
wrongly quoted a text of Peter's and put it into the mouth 
of Paul. “  The text,”  our printer made us say, “ is in the 
fifteenth verse of the third epistle to Peter.” The “ to ” fa 
of course, a silly blunder for “ of,” and the words “ chapter 
of the first”  were left out between “ third "  and “ epistle. 
Such omissions are common blunders in composing rooms, as 
every pressman knows. That is why it is so necessary to 
read proofs by copy ; a precaution that is sometimes ignored 
in the case of late paragraphs.

The drought in India threatens the most serious conse­
quences. In the Punjab the ball worm is spreading 
unchecked, and unless it can be stopped in some way the 
cotton crop is doomed. “  Good old “  Providence ” !

There is a moral in the following extract from the Daily 
Chronicle of August 10 :—

“ Toulon, Aug. 9-
Two French sailors, named Lemarechal and Gnegen, wh° 

murdered a comrade in order to rob him, were executed hef° 
this morning.

The elder of the two, Lemarochal, showed great callopsj 
ness, but the younger, Guegen, was in a state of parti» 
collapse. He kept repeating ‘ Oh God, my poor mother!

Both men attended Mass and took breakfast with a gl»8, 
or two of wine. Their greatest dread was that they worn 
be guillotined, but they received a military execution. They 
were conveyed to the parade-ground in chains, and bot 
smoked cigarettes until they were shot down.—Router.”

The moral is that a readiness to attend Mass, and eat the 
body of Christ, is no security against the vilest crimes.

Monday’s newspapers in London contained long reports of 
tho horriblo lynching of a negro, Ezekiel Walker, at Coats- 
ville, thirty-five miles from Philadelphia. Thero was p° 
“  white woman ” in tho case ; the black man shot a white 
policeman, who attempted to arrest him for robbery. Who° 
the posse overtook the fugitive he tried to shoot himself; bo 
did not die, but his injuries were such that he had to he 
taken to the hospital, where he was chained to his cot. * 
mob of five hundred lyneliors took him out of the hospit0, ■ 
cot and all, as they could not unlock the chains. A p i1’® 
was made outside the town and tho negro (on his cot) 
burnt alive. It took fully five minutes to finish him. Thro 
times he struggled out of the flames, and three times he **  
thrust back, tho last timo with pitchforks pushed into b> 
body. His agony was watched with delectation by a crotf 
of two thousand people, including plenty of women—and a 
of them, wo suppose, of tho Christian persuasion. But one 
feature of this case was decidedly novel. As the procession 
to the pyre went along it passed several churches. “ Evening 
service was terminating,”  says the Daily Express, 11 a° 
many worshipers joined the throng, shouting curses at tb 
black.” What a beautiful illustration of the softening a° 
refining influence of religion 1

Mr. Campbell has been reading “  a treatiso on tho philo­
sophy of nescienco ” and “  a work on Christian mysticism,” 
and he says it was such a relief to turn from one to tho 
other,— which shows that he has nothing of the tempera­
ment of a thinker. But let us hear Mr. Campbell:—

“ After reading a few pages of the testimony of St. 
Catherine of Genoa and St. John of the Cross, I involun­
tarily exclaimed. One such illuminating spiritual discovery as 
these great souls possessed is enough to shatter to pieces all 
the arguments of all the atheists that have ever lived. Mind 
you, I am not speaking about their theology ; their theology 
may have been all wrong or it may have been all right; I 
am speaking of a transcendent fact, the fact that in their 
exalted moments they had an immediate and absolutely un­
deniable realisation of the presence and the love of God.”

In their exalted moments ! Quito so. But it might as well 
read “  their mad moments." If you are only “  exalted ” 
enough you can realise anything. And tho Catholic mystics 
often were exalted enough ; that is to say, mad enough. Mr. 
Campbell has probably never thought of the questions, Why 
are there no Protestant saints ? Why are there no first-

We do Dot wonder at tho rioting in Liverpool—
discussing whether tho police or the strikers (or tho boo 
ligans) really began it. A riotous temper has boon cultivate^ 
in Liverpool as in Belfast—tho two great strongholds 
Orangeism. Catholics and Protestants have disgraced Liv 
pool for many years with their vulgar and bitter 
Every now and then these Christian bigots (disciples of *
“  religion of love ” !) turn the streets whore they most mo 
each other into a perfect pandemonium. Tho police 4  ̂
used to fighting tho crowd, and the crowd aro usotl  ̂
fighting tho polico. Tho strike has only given a fre3 
direction to tho game and widened its area.

Mr. Winston Churchill, the American novelist, according 
to tho Christian World, “  does not caro whether a politician 
is a Democrat or a Republican—but ho must bo a good man. 
And to him that means a Christian man.”  The cheek ° 
these Christians 1 To be good is to be like them. They 
monopolise virtue, and talk aB though they invented it.
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

October X, 8, 15, Queen’s Hall, London ; 22, Birmingham Town 
Hall; 29, Liverpool.

November 5, Leicester; 12, Manchester.

To Correspondents.

Resident' s H onorarium F und, 1911.—Previously acknowledged 
3s. Received since:—Bishop of Ipswich, 2s. 6d. ; 

G. F. Dixon, £1 ; J. W., 10s. 6d. ; H. Good, 3s.
V ance T estimonial F und. — Previously acknowledged. 

*112 16s. Received since :—F. Goodwin, 2s.; W. E. Page, 
s- ! J. Ratcliffe, Is. ; Charles Pegg £5 ; Bishop of Ipswich, 
3- 6d. ; G. B. Taylor, £1 ; W. McKelvie, 2s. ; Elizabeth 

Gechmere, 10s.; Miss Baker. £ 2 ; G. F. Dixon, £1 ; Augusta 
-fcorrer, 10s.; W. Horabin, 10s. ; H. Good, 3s. 

ishop of Irswicn.—Thanks for all your good wishes.
■ H- W aterman.—There was no political bias in the paragraph. 
We have criticised Mr. Asquith’s religious utterances just as 
trenchantly as we have criticised those of Lord Hugh Cecil and 
Mr. F. E. Smith. Is it the “  monkey lord” that you objoct 
t°? Well, it seems to us (of the two) most rough on tho 
Monkey. What simian would speDd a lot of time shouting 

vide, ’vide ” while the Prime Minister was trying to address 
the House of Commons ? Hooliganism is hooliganism, and free 
speech is an essential of civilisation. Are you not intolerant 
yourself in dropping the Freethinker because you differ from 
one paragraph ? We venture to think you will be the principal 
loser,

G. I nglis.—Thanks for your interesting letter. We are very 
Rjad to hear of the progress of Freethought in S. W. Scotland. 
No doubt the world is bad enough, but is your remedy likely to 
be beneficial ? If tender-hearted men refrain from marriage 
Bnd fatherhood are they not simply leaving the continuation of 
‘ho species to the hard-hearted ? And how will that make the 

p worId nicer to live in ?
• W ilkins.—Glad you have derived so much benefit from 
reading the Freethinker. Somebody has been practising on 
y°nr Christian friend’s simplicity. There is a passage about 
“ esus in the works of Josephus, but scholars, including Chris- 
tian scholars, are almost unanimous as to its being an interpo­
lation, It does not refer, however, to “  the transfiguration of 
Ghrist.”  gee the chapter on “  Pious Forgeries "  in our Crimes

j  °/ Christianity."
• W. D awson.—Pleased to hear you say of the Freethinker that 
your only regret is that you “  did not commence taking it 
Much earlier.”  We should be glad to hear further about the 
uew N. S. 8. Branch at Sheffield and its outdoor work.
• E. P age.—Thanks for your report of Mr. Bates's successful 
Month’s work in the Nelson and Colne district, though it does 
?°t Materially add to what we have already published. Glad 
to have your thanks for “  many happy hours spent in reading 
the Freethinker."

Osepu Bates.—Thanks for tho Warschauer pamphlet. We had 
n°t heard of the Leeds prosecution. You do right, being so 
near> in attending the court to watch the proceedings. Kindly 
communicate again as promptly as possible. 

q ' E. B all.—Much obliged for cuttings.
' E. T aylor.—Sailing about the world, as you do, it is enough 
t° ‘‘ look in ” at the subscription list at some time. A good 
Many, with no such disadvantage, don’ t look in at all. As for 
grammar and spelling, never worry about them, as long as you 
are not a professional writer. Brains and sense are ever so 
Much more important. The average preachor is not tho equal 
o* a ship’s captain simply because he swears in more classical 
language and talks nonsense in better English.

• King.—Wo know Cobbett's F.nglish Grammar quite well. It is 
t^e best extant. His French Grammar is of similar merit. 
With regard to Shakespeare, you miss our point. We did not 
Bay or suggest that the Master is above criticism, but merely 
that he made pedantry subservient to a higher law.
‘ Replaced ” in the passago you quote is a vulgarism. We 

never use it in that way ourselves.
•®— Thanks for cuttings. See “  Acid Drops.”  We have not 
forgotten Dixon. We will attend to him presently. Nothing 
can be done in this tropical (and holiday) weather.
• P. Adamson.—Very well done.

■ Shaw.—Your situation, surrounded as you are by bigots, 
ovokes our sympathy. But you are young, and the future 
May be brighter. “  Be strong,” an old book says ; we add, 

Ee brave.”  Mr. Lloyd won’ t mind your making use of his 
^article in your letter to tho local pross.

", E- Page.—As tho bench considered there was no intention to 
e'raud, and that the offence was technical, wo havo nothing 
o say. Ours is not a personal crusade against Christians.

*?.8 Raker, daughter of tho late Daniel Baker, “ has very great 
Pleasure in contributing to the Miss Vance fund, and Bends 
Mcerest wishes for her speedy recovery.”  

ijf Regular Society, L imited, office is at 2 Newcastle-street,
T arringdon-street, E -c -

® National Secular Society’s office is at 2 Newcastle-street,
Parrmgdon-street, E.C.

W hen the services of the National Seoular Society in connection 
with Secular Burial Services aro required, all communications 
should be addressed to the secretary, Miss E. M. Vance.

L etters for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to 
2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

Lecture Notices must reach 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon- 
street, E.C., by first post Tuesday, or they will not be 
inserted.

F riends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by 
marking the passages to which they wish us to call attention.

Orders for literature should be sent to the Manager of the 
Pioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C., 
and not to the Editor.

Persons remitting for literature by stamps are specially requested 
to send halfpenny stamps.

T he Freethinker will be forwarded direct from the publishing 
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid:—One year, 
10s. 6d .; half year, 5s. 3d.; three months, 2s. 8d.

Sugar Plums.

London Freethinkers will bear in mind that Mr. Foote 
starts the new three-months’ course of lectures at Queen's 
(Minor) Hall in October. He will be followed by Mr. Cohen, 
Mr. Lloyd, and Mrs. Bradlaugh Bonner.

Tho Bradlaugh Dinner takes place this year on Wednes­
day, September 27, at tho Holborn Rostaurant. Mr. Foote 
has accepted the invitation to presido.

We renew our appeal to intending subscribers to tho 
Vance Testimonial Fund. The Fund cannot very well bo 
closed at the end of August, as we hoped it might b o ; an 
extension to the end of September is inevitable; but the 
presentation really ought to be made in October. Perhaps 
it could be made at the “  social " which is being arranged to 
take place at Anderton’s Hotel during that month. Some 
six-weeks remains for intending subscribers to actualiso them­
selves in tho subscription list. Surely that is long enough—  
considering the time that has already elapsed.

The Wood Green and Edmonton Branches have arranged 
to have an outing to Chingford on Sunday, August 27. Tho 
members of these Branchos would be pleased if any member 
or friend of tho N. S. S. would join them. Tea at Butler's 
Retreat at 5 p.m. Train leaves Harringay Park at 2.1.7 p.m. 
Tickets, including rail and tea, 2s.; tea tickets, I s . ; may bo 
obtainod from tho secretaries, Mr. Grant, 84 Chiswick-road, 
Edmonton, and Mr. W. Stewart, 78 Carlingford-road, West 
Green. ____

The Liverpool Branch holds its annual picnic to-day 
(August 20) to Thurstaston, Tickets, including lunch and 
tea, aro 3s. Od. each ; cyclists 2s. 3d. Waggonettos leave 
Woodside Ferry at 10 a.m. Local “  saints ” are earnestly 
invited to apply for tickets to the hon. secretary, Mr. W. 
McKelvie, 49 Penrose-strect, Evorton, Liverpool.

The next “  social ”  for London Freethinkers, under the 
auspices of the N. S. S. Executive, will take placo at Ander- 
ton's Hotel, Fleet-street, on Thursday evening, October 5. 
Members of the N. S, S. havo froo entranco and the privilege 
of introducing a friend. Non-members unable to bo so 
introduced can gain entranco by applying to tho Secretary, 
at 2 Newcastle-strcot, E.C., for a complimentary ticket.

Wo present our best compliments to the outdoor lecturers, 
who havo had a hard task lately in the heat of this won­
derful summer. One of them, a lady speaker, tells us that 
heat is a great rolaxer of the voice— which, of course, we 
know beforo by personal oxporienco. Miss Rough will 
lecture this afternoon (Aug. 20) at Victoria Park. She has 
only ono locturo this Sunday, and she will got through that 
all right. It is tho hottest part of tho day, but wo expect 
the local “  saints ” will give her a largo audience and a 
hearty welcome.

Mr. Lloyd conducted tho annual services of tho Failsworth 
Secular School on Aug. 13. During the day he had the 
pleasant duty of “  naming ”  Ethel, the infant daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Pattinson.
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The Fall of Eve.

Do we believe there was a first woman ? Certainly 
not. We are Darwinians. We cannot allow that 
there was a particular female specimen among the 
ape-like progenitors of the human race that could be 
called the first woman, any more than we can allow 
that there is a particular moment when a girl 
becomes a woman or a youth a man. The first 
woman we are concerned with at present is Mrs. 
Eve, the wife of Mr. Adam, whom Tennyson calls 
“ the grand old gardener,” and whose glorious life, 
noble actions, and wise and witty sayings, ought to 
have been recorded in the book of Genesis, only the 
author forgot them. Instead of representing Mr 
Adam as a grand old gardener, the inspired 
biographer represents him a3 a grand old fool. 
Like Charles II., in Rochester’s epigram, Mr. Adam 
never did a wise thing; but, unlike the merry 
monarch, he never said a wise one either. A col­
lection of his utterances, throughout a long life 
extending to nearly a thousand years, would be the 
smallest and baldest treatise to be found in the 
whole world.

Mrs. Eve was the result of an afterthought. God 
did not include her in the original scheme of things. 
He threw her in afterwards as a make-weight. Poor 
Mr. Adam was all alone in his glory in the Garden of 
Eden, king of the dreariest paradise that ever 
existed. Monarch of all he surveyed, his right 
there was none to dispute: except, perhaps, a big­
maned lion, with hot carnivorous jaws, a long- 
mouthed alligator, a boa-constrictor, a stinging wasp, 
or an uncatchable flea. Walking abroad and survey­
ing his kingdom, he saw that all the lower animals 
had partners. Some of the males had one wife, and 
some a fine harem, but none was without a mate. 
Mr. Adam was the only male unprovided for, and he 
was besides a poor orphan. Never had he climbed 
on his father’s knee. God was his father, and his legs 
were too long. Never had he felt a mother’s kiss on 
his brow. He watched the amorous couples frisking 
about, the doves billing and cooing, and his solitary 
heart yearned for a partner. Lifting up his hands 
to the sky, from which his heavenly parent used 
occasionally to drop down for a conversation, he oried 
aloud, in words that were afterwards used by poor 
diddled Esau, “  Bless me, even me also, 0  my 
father.”

Day after day poor Mr. Adam pined away. In less 
than a month he lost two stone in weight, and the 
Devil had serious thoughts of offering to purchase 
him as a living skeleton for his show in Pande­
monium. At last God took pity on him. Forgetting 
that he had pronounced everything good, or not fore­
seeing that Moses would be so mean as to record the 
mistake, he said it was not good for Mr. Adam to be 
alone, and resolved to make the orphan-bachelor a 
wife. But how to do it ? God had clean forgotten 
her, and had used up every bit of his material. All 
the nothing he had in stock when he began to make 
the universe was exhausted. There was not a par- 
tiole of nothing left. So God was obliged to use 
over again some of the old material. He put Mr. 
Adam into a deep sleep, and carved out one of his 
ribs. It was the first surgical operation under 
chloroform. With this spare rib God manufactured 
the first woman. How it> was done nobody knowf, 
but that it was done everybody knows, except a few 
wretched, obstinate, perverse infidels, who deserve 
imprisonment in this life and hell-fire in the next. 
Why God took a rib, instoad of a leg or an arm, has 
never been decided; but Christian commentators 
say it was to show two things; first, that the man 
should love the woman, as coming from near his 
heart, and secondly, that the woman should obey the 
man, as she came from under his arm. As our Church 
of England marriage service says, the husband is to 
love and honor his wife, but the wife is to love, 
honor and obey her husband!

Mrs. Eve was probably a very pretty creature, or 
the painters have belied her ; and some poets have

declared that God was so much in love with her him­
self, that he regretted his pledge to give her to 
Adam. Her attire was remarkably scanty, but 
beauty unadorned is adorned the most, and her 
husband’s wardrobe was as limited as her own. This 
gentleman woke up at the proper moment, minus a 
rib and plus a wife; an awkward, yet after all, a 
pleasant exchange. He had never seen a woman 
before, but he recognised Mrs. Eve as his wife 
straight off. It was the shortest courtship on 
record.

Directly Mrs. Eve appeared the mischief began— 
as might be expected. Woman was made for mis­
chief. There is mischief in her bright eyes, and 
dimpled smiles, and braided hair. She sets the world 
on fire; that is to say, she kindles the energies of 
the lubberly creature who calls himself her superior; 
makes him look spruce and lively, clean his teeth 
and finger nails, pub on a clean shirt, and go courting.

According to the old Hebrew story, Old Nick 
tempted her to eat the forbidden apples that grew 
upon Jehovah’s favorite tree in the orchard of Eden. 
But this is doubtless a mistake; a legendary corrup­
tion of the original history. Women are not fonder 
of apples than m en; why, then, should the Devil 
wait for the advent of Mrs. Eve before attempting a 
stroke of business ? John Milton, indeed, following 
in the wake of Saint Peter, represents her as the 
weaker vessel; but this is sheer nonsense, and sur­
prising nonsense too, when we recollect that John 
and Peter were both married.

There cannot be the least doubt that the Devil 
tempted Mrs. Eve with a trousseau. She grew tired, 
and rather ashamed, of being naked, and yearned to 
run np a milliner’s bill. Besides, she noticed that 
her Hubby was cooling off in his affeotion. He did 
not absolutely neglect her, but he went fishing more 
frequently, and had long confabulations with arch­
angels, to which she was not invited, on aocount of 
the supposed inferiority of her intellect. During 
the honeymoon he could never feast his eyes enough 
on her loveliness; but after the honeymoon he 
looked more upon the birds, the trees, the hills, and 
the sky. One day, however, using a pool for a mirror, 
she did up her hair, which had previously wantoned 
over her shoulders. This produced a striking effect 
on Mr. Adam. Ho started with ploasure, and the 
old honeymoon look oame back to his eyes. Bat the 
effeot wore off in time, and poor Mrs. Eve sighed for 
a fresh means of attack on his imagination.

It was in this condition that she fell an easy prey 
to the Devil. A beautiful morning filled Eden with 
splendor. The branches of the trees waved in the 
refreshing wind; the birds flashed amongst them i® 
their gay plumage ; animals of every variety sported 
in their cageless menagerie; and flowers of every 
form and hue completed the living pioturo of para­
dise. Mrs. Eve hung fondly upon Mr. Adam’s breast, 
but ho said he would go fishing, and catoh something 
for dinner.

When he was out of sight, Old Niok appeared ij1 
the form of a milliner’s assistant. With a smirk 
and a bow ho oponed fire on the citadel. From a 
large portmanteau ho produced a lovoly wardrobe, 
which he laid on the grass, together with a book o 
costumes; and then withdrew while the ladydresse 
herself, in a quarter of an hour sho was attired h»® 
a Parisian belle; witching and provoking, from dainty 
boots to saucy h at; so that when Old Nick return® 
he felt downright jealous, and cursed Mr. Adam f° 
a dull-eyed booby.

“  What have I to pay you ?” asked the lady, with ( 
delighted smile. “ Nothing, madam, I assuro y°°> 
replied the tradesman. “ It is an honor,” he con­
tinued, “ to servo such an illustrious customer. 
will bring me no end of business in other quarters. 
Then, with anothor smirk and bow, ho retire j 
exclaiming sotto voce, “  You pay me nothing, 1 
guess you'll have to pay him.” _

When Mr. Adam returned, and found bis ' .  eujS 
exquisitely adorned, ho was unable to restrain 
rapture. His passion more than revived ; bo. C°his 
on this beautiful oieaturo. And this led to

I
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^pulsion from Eden. Jehovah saw himself com­
pletely cut out. When Mr. Adam should have been 
casting his eyes to heaven, he was watching the 
tucker and listening to the frou-frou of Mrs. Eve’s 
8klrts on the grass; or drinking delight from her 
8Weet, blue eyes, as they gleamed through the shadow 
Gf her broad-brimmed hat. “  I ’ll not stand it,” said 
chovah, and they were evicted from the holding.

, Dear Mrs. Eve ! She did not fall, she rose. The 
tncident was misrepresented by penurious curmud­
geons who hated the sight of milliners’ bills. With- 
°nt the “ fall ” of Mrs. Eve there would have been 
?° Rothes, and consequently no civilisation ; for 

ouses are only, as it were, extended suits of olothes, 
arger garments to shield us from the weather, and 

create for us a home. It was after all better to take 
Part in the grea(j Battle of Life, with all its diffi- 
J* ties and dangers, than to loll about eternally in 

8 Garden of Eden, chewing the cud like contem- 
P ative cows. “  Doing nothing,” said a shrewd 

ankoe, “ is the hardest work I know—if you keep 
it. ’ Mrs. Eve made life more bearable by giving 

' .j8 ®omething to do. And when the ladies reflect 
at, if she had not “ fallen,” and resigned nakedness 

°r olothing, there would have been no Worth and 
0 Madame Louise, they will rejoice that she turned 

back On t,bn Garden nf Eden. _ __  _
G. W . F o o te .

Wii.

Religious Tyranny.

(From the Italian of Alficri.)
At e v e k  idea m an has con ce ived  or entertained

^ 8pecting things he does not understand, such as 
e soul and deity, that idea, I say, is often one of 

firmest supports of tyranny. The idea which 
8q8 0e0n generally formed by the vulgar of a tyrant 

rC8embles that which nearly all peoples have
th C0DC6ived °f a God, that one may infer that 

0 urst tyrant was not the strongest, as is generally 
i PP°8ed, but the most cunning and the most learned 
Hof--Utnan na ûre> anfi hence the first to give them any 

‘°n °f deity. It is for this reason that among the 
Pol PeoPles religious tyranny has engendered
fieada* tyranQy- Often they are united in a single 
otli 1 ^ut th°y fiftve never failed to render each 

0r mutual support.
the^6 ^a£an religion, in multiplying without end 
°f pnQlnfier °f the gods, in making Olympus a kind 
la t0PQblio, in subordinating Jupiter himself to the 
aQ(J8 °.f Fate, in making him respect the customs 
t° J^riv^eg08 °f the celestial court, was calculated 
■fhe an-̂  *n eff0°t v/as» V0ry favorable to liberty. 
aad th r0lig'on> anfi afterwards the Christian 
the t 00 Mohammedan, which admitted only one God, 
calcJ?rr*tfio anfi absolute master of all things, were 
m0r Iated to be, have been, and always are, much 

j  0 favorable to tyranny.
Pron 88 ^fifitly over these things, which are not my 
0>ê 6T Conc8rn> and whioh others have said before 
a0 ‘ t return to my subjeot. I shall not examine 
to it° ■ 6r r0fighm than ours, and that only in relation 

j  8 inilaenoe on the tyrannies of Europe.
^hol° ^kristian religion, which is that of nearly the 
l iK S ,0* Europe, is not in its nature favorable to 
geth the Catholio religion shows itself alto-
thiuur.lnooi:riPatiblo with liberty. It will suffice, I 
prop ’ order to prove the truth of the first of these 
caiig 8ltjons, to point out that Christianity neither 
8fi°old X° ° r 8̂’ nor l0a(f8 men f°  liberty ; and yet men 
import. r°oe*ve the first impulse towards an object so 
Miich au fc r̂om religion itself, since there is nothing 
8Ugra fi0“8 so much power over their souls, which 
"fideh '•>S an  ̂ ^ ea 80 8tr° nK]y on ffieir hearts, or 
dofiigntjmoifes them so powerfully to execute groat

^ybUs^fu’ Fagan antiquity, Jupiter, Apollo, the 
that w .Oracles, commanded the various peoples 
of con0?8̂ 0  ̂ ffi0m f°  emulate each other in love 
«lavish - y an  ̂ liberty. Born amongst a people 

> •gnorant, and already entirely subjugated by

priests, the Christian religion knows only how to 
enjoin the blindest obedience, and is unacquainted 
even with the name of liberty; and the tyrant, 
whether priest or layman, it likens unto a God.

If we inquire in what manner Christianity was 
propagated, we shall find that it spread and estab­
lished itself more readily under despotisms than in 
Republics. It could not establish itself in the Roman 
Empire until liberty had been entirely destroyed by 
military power; and, at the fall of the Empire, the 
barbaric nations that first occupied and afterwards 
established themselves in Italy, in France, in Spain, 
and in Africa, under their various leaders, soon 
embraced the Christian religion. And this seems to 
me the reason. Those leaders wished to remain 
tyrants, and their followers, accustomed to freedom 
when not engaged in war, would only render 
obedience as soldiers to their captains, and never as 
slaves to their masters. Christianity entered among 
these conflicting humors as a means whereby the 
people might be convinced of the necessity of 
obedienoe and tyrant-captains be assured of despotic 
power, provided they were ready to yield a portion of 
their authority to the priests. In proof of this, it 
will suffice to observe that those of the Northern 
peoples who remained poor, simple, and free in their 
native forests, were the last in Earope to embrace 
Christianity, and even then they were converted 
more by violence than persuasion.

The few nations outside Europe that accepted it 
were nearly always constrained by force and fear; 
for example, the various countries of Africa and 
America. But we may plainly peroeive from the 
ferocious fanaticism with whioh it was received and 
embraced in China, and still more in Japan, how it 
would have grown and prospered under those two 
despotisms. The great number of abuses it includes 
in the course of time obliges some peoples, much 
more prudent than enthusiastic, to mitigate it by 
divesting it of its worst superstitions; and those 
peoples, distinguished, therefore, by the title of 
heretics, thus opened for themselves a road to 
libertv, which returned amongst them, after being 
long banished from Europe, and brought happiness 
in its train. Switzerland, Holland, some German 
towns, England, and Amerioa, prove the truth of 
this. But the peoples who, not daring to bridle this 
religion, consent to preserve it intaot, deprive them­
selves for ever of the means to regain their liberty. 
When I say intact I do not mean as it was preaohed 
by Jesus, but as disfigured by fraud, falsehood, and 
violence through his successors. I shall not at 
present produce all the reasons, but only the prin­
cipal ones, from whioh it appears to me impossible 
that a Catholic State could become free, or remain 
so, while it continued to be Catholic.

The worship of images, the real presence in the 
Eucharist, and the other dogmatic points, are 
assuredly not those which, whether believed or not, 
have any influence on political liberty; but the Popo, 
the inquisition, purgatory, confession, indissoluble 
marriage, and the celibacy of priests, these are the 
six links of the sacred chain which give to the 
secular chain such strength that it becomes heavier 
and harder to break. Beginning with the first of 
these, I say that a people who believe that there can 
exist a man who directly represents God, a man who 
can never err, such a people must necessarily be 
stupid. But if, not believing it, they come to bo 
plagued, persecuted, and compelled by a superior 
and effective power, it will happen that the first 
generation will believe in the Pope through fear, 
their children through habit, and their grandohildren 
through stupidity. This is the way in which a people 
who remain Catholio must necessarily, by the in­
fluence of the Pope and the Inquisition, become the 
most ignorant, the most stupid, and the most slavish 
of pooples.

But, I shall be answered, the heretics believe in 
the Trinity, and the Trinity appears to the eyes of 
common sense still more absurd than the things 
enumerated above; the heretics are then not less 
stupid than the Catholics. I reply that the Romans
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also believed in the flight and cackle of birds, which 
is even more puerile and absurd, and yet the Romans 
were great and free. They only became stupid and 
vile when, stripped of their freedom, they believed in 
the infamous divinity of Grnsar, of Augustus, and of 
the tyrants still more wicked. In like manner, our 
Trinity, not being an element of experience, whether 
believed or not, can never influence political life. 
But the authority more or less of a man, authority 
without limits over matters of the highest import­
ance, authority which conceals and covers itself with 
the sacred mantle of religion, produces great results; 
results, indeed, of such a nature that every people 
who believe or admit such an authority, enslave 
themselves for ever.

(Here comes a trenchant criticism of the six prac­
tical dogmas of Catholicism, which we omit as of 
less special interest to our readers.)

I know not whether we owe to sacerdotalism the 
first invention of respecting political despotism as 
something holy and sacred, or whether despotism 
created the idea in favor of sacerdotalism. However 
that may be, this reciprocal and deceitful idolatry is 
very ancient, for we see in the Old Testament the 
priests and kiDgs giving each other the title of 
sacred; but never have these two usurping orders 
called sacred the natural and incontestible rights of 
human society. The truth is that almost all the 
peoples of the earth have been, are, and alas, perhaps, 
ever will be, oppressed and dominated by those two 
classes of men, who, although recognising each other 
as iniquitous and tyrannical, none the less continue 
to make themselves respected as sacred. Their 
crimes have sometimes been unveiled; the people 
have abhorred them; but, alas, they have always 
regarded them as divine.

It is a well-known fact that in our century pro­
fessed Catholics have little belief in the Pope, that 
the Inquisition has lost nearly all its power, that 
none but idiots go to Confession, that Indulgences 
are no longer bought except by some pious and vulgar 
thieves. But at present, among the Catholics, the 
military, and the military alone, easily maintains the 
Pope, Confession, purgatorial offerings, and the rest; 
that is to Bay, the tyrant obtains now through the 
terror inspired by his numerous armies the same 
results which he formerly obtained through the 
superstition and the gross ignorance of his people. 
It matters little to him now whether we believe in 
God or not, it suffices the tyrant that we believe in 
him ; and to assist that belief, more degrading to us 
and much less consoling, he employs the persuasion 
that lies in the standing armies which ho maintains 
at our expense.

There are, however, still in Europe some tyrants 
who, to cover their actions with a mask of hypocrisy, 
proclaim themselves the supports of religion; whether 
to gain a reputation for piety, or to please the 
majority, whose belief in and respect for religion 
havo not died away. Every prudent and cunning 
tyrant must act thus: either not to deprive himself, 
by useless incredulity, of that precious branch of 
absolute power whioh springs from the fury of the 
priesthood directed by him, and, vice versd, of his 
own directed by them ; or because ho fears, in acting 
otherwise, that some religious fanatio will arise to 
fulfil the duty of a fanatic of liberty, and these reli­
gious fanatics are less rare and more audacious than 
the others. Why are the fanatics of liberty more 
rare ? Because the name of religion is in all mouths, 
while that of liberty is in the mouths of only a few, 
and in the heart of almost none.

The sublime8t and most useful of all fanaticisms, 
that which would produce greater men than any who 
have yet lived, is the fanaticism which should create 
and propagate a religion whose God, under the 
gravest penalties, present and future, commanded all 
men to be free. But the men who havo fanned the 
fire of fanaticism in the hearts of others have 
scarcely ever been fanatics themselves, and they 
have had too great an interest in proclaiming the 
religion and a God that have severely commanded all 
men to be slaves.

A Famous Funny Fellow.

A  Co l d -B l o o d e d  E s s a y  f o e  the  H o t  W eatbeb. 
W e  have nodded many times over that volume 
which some wag once described as “  the source of 
England’s greatness.” The Holy Bible is not alto­
gether so lively as we could wish, except in some 
places, which are “  blue ” enough to paralyse the 
green readers of the Pink ’ Un. The Grand Old 
Volume is usually classed as sober fiction. There is» 
however, a sprinkling of fun, a day’s march between 
each joke. But what of that? A pearl is none the 
less a pearl even if it is surrounded by an intolerable 
deal of oyster—which, by the way, is a simile of 
solemnity. The Bible starts in a sufficiently cold­
blooded manner; but the fun commences with the
account of Adam, the father of the human race. If
the yarn be true he is a relation to all of us—true, a 
very distant one, but still a relation. Adam was the 
first man—if he had been a shoemaker instead of a 
gardener, he would also have been the last man- 
His education was neglected sadly, for he started IB0 
as an adult. It is not everybody who can tbroff 
half-hundredweights about on their first day °D 
earth. But think of what he had missed. He never 
learned to keep fruit and sweets in his mouth with­
out the schoolmaster noticing it. Neither did Ada® 
learn to make noises like cats, or to smoke cheap 
cigarettes without feeling very ill. ,

Adam was placed in the Garden of Eden, aD 
acted as park-keeper and gardener. All the cloth08 
he had for a long time was the close of the day, who0 
the mantle of night was his bed-olothing. It <*) 
not much matter, however, for as yet the County 
Council was not. He made the acquaintance of m 
staff, including wasps. He ceased to be on speaking 
terms when he found they had darning-needles 10 
their tails.

Adam was the only human being employed in tbi 
situation, and later a lady was added to the sho^' 
room. Her name was E ve; but Mr. Moses, th 
Hebrew gentleman who wrote the account of th 
affair, has forgotten to tell us whether she waS 
blonde or a brunette. We could have dispensed 
easily with Moses’s account of his own funeral for 
few salient facts concerning Eve’s personal appea 
ance. She was a most exceptional woman. It 
doubtless unpleasant to cammence life as the resu 
of the operation of being carved out of Adam’s riiou0

have been of immense service
whilst he was asleep ; but subsequent opera
under chloroform 
the human race. . r

Eve did not say where she came from, but b 
boxes were marked “  Arabia.” Adam fell in love a 
abjured fat baoon. Maybe this is the reason ®  ̂
chosen people do so to the present day. Adam b 
not been in love for very many years before a In" 
small creatures began to creep about tbe premi0 
and fall into pails and drink boiling water, put 00 ^ 
in the teacups, and swallow tintacks. This accouo 
for the origin of the human race. n

Eve was not a good housekeeper, for she 8  ̂
cooked up trouble for Adam about some apple0, a 
as a consequence the grand old gardener and his w 
both got into trouble at the first assizes. The wo ̂  
of this business did not shorten Adam’s life, f°r . 0 
are told that he lived to the very ripe age of ® 
hundred and thirty years. It is to be hoped tba 
was not afflioted with gout or rheumatism during

hope he was tolera 
The saddest par

declining centuries. Let us 
well, for he was intolerably old.wen, m i n e  was iu iu ,bIUUJJ. Ulu. c
tho whole affair is the fact that Adam and Eve wor0 
never married. As we draw a veil over this part . 
their lives lot us prayerfully ask every reader of tb<a 
respectable journal if he doesn’t feel like blushing 
when ho remembers that Adam forgot that marriag0 
certificate, and that, in consequence, the whol0
human raco is illegitimate ? MiMNEBMüS-

There is something inexpressibly sad about the music o 
lurch organ— while the collection is proceeding.
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THE PESSIMIST’S SERMON.
0 melancholy Brothers, dark, dark, dark 1 
O battling in black floods without an ark 1 

0  spectral wanderers of unholy Night 1 
My soul hath bled for you these sunless years,
With bitter blood-drops running down like tears:

0 dark, dark, dark, withdrawn from joy and light 1
My heart is sick with anguish for your bale ;
Your woe hath been my anguish; yea, I  quail 

And perish in your perishing un blest.
And I have searched the heights and depths, the 
Of all our universe, with desperate hope [scope 

To find some solace for your wild unrest.
And now at last authentic word I bring,
Witnessed by every dead and living thing;

Good tidings of great joy for you, for a ll:
■there is no G od ; no Fiend with names divine 
Made us and tortures us ; if wo must pine, 

is to satiate no Being’s gall.
It was the dark delusion of a dream,
■the living Person conscious and supreme,

Whom we must curse for cursing us with life ; 
Whom we must curse because the life He gave 
Gould not be buried in the quiet grave,

Could not be killed by poison or by knife.
This little life is all wo must endure,
The grave’s most holy peace is ever sure,

We fall asleep and never wako again ;
Nothing is of us but the mouldering flesh,
Whose elements dissolve and merge afresh 

In earth, air, water, plants, and other men.

Wo bow down to the universal laws,
Which never had for man a special clause 

Of cruelty or kindness, love or hate.
It toads and vultures are obscene to sight, 
If tigers burn with beauty and with might, 

Is it by favor or by wrath of Fate ?
All substance lives and struggles evermore. 
Through countless shapes continually at war, 

By countless interactions interknit:
If one is born a certain day on earth,
All times and forces tended to that birth,

Not all the world could change or hinder it.
I find no hint throughout the Universe 
° f  good or ill, of blessings or of curse;

I find alone Necessity Snprome;
With infinite Mystery, abysmal, dark, 
Unlighted ever by the faintest spark 

for  us the flitting shadows of a dream.
0 Brothers of sad lives I they are so brief;
A few short years must bring us all relief:

Can wo not bear these years of laboring breath ? 
But if you would not this poor life fulfil,
Oo, you are freo to end it when you will,

Without the fear of waking after death.
■—James Thomson, “  The City of Dreadful Night."

As
ORIGINAL SIN.

ffie r)an excuso f°r tyranny, as a justification for slavery, 
tfie t UiĈ  *jas tanght that man is totally depraved. Of 
®viflÛ  °I that doctrine the Church has furnished the only 
^nence there is. The truth iB wo are both good and bad. 
Ca 6 *°rst are capable of some good deed, and the best are 
fall 6 o£ kad. The lowest can rise, and the highest may 
Sa; ' That mankind may bo divided into two great classes, 
fiisa t an^ Bmners, is an utter falsehood. In times of great 
^oni 6r’ calle<l  *t may be by the despairing voices of 
(#si men, denounced by the Church as totally depraved, 
done t0 <̂.oa*|k as to a fostival. By such men deeds are 
fifilli S° with self-sacrifice and generous daring, that
tear8°nS pay them the tribute, not only of admiration, but of 
d{Vj ' Above all creeds, above all religions, after all is that 
^ild s "kfngt Humanity; and now and then, on the wide 
or w,ea’ ° r mi(  ̂ tlie ro°ks an^ beakers of some cruel shore, 
glQ iio- o  the serpents of flame writhe and hiss, some 
like a *Jeart> some chivalric soul does a deed that glitters 

/ n Star’ ail|I gives the lie to all the dogmaB of superstition.

Ev
growt̂ y Natural growth is more or less a struggle with other 
8ome S’ 111 which, in the long run, the fittest survives. 
ciati011 r6f an<* mus*i be, wiser than the rest; and the enun- 
disseut °£ ,a bought in advance of the moment provokes 
°n0 0f thus promotes action. Discussion is therefore 

motive powers of life.— Tyndall,

An Unholy Alliance.
----- •-----

T he manner in which the admonitions of Holy Writ are 
carried out in this twentieth century of the Christian era 
are many and various. And they are most of them 
interesting.

In the building of the American Tract Society, at 150 
Nassau-street, there are a large number of loan sharks. 
They lend money to those in need at rates of interest vary­
ing from 120 to 300 per cent. William H. Henry & Co. 
lend money at 120 to 288 per cent, interest. Post & Co., in 
the same building, are more liberal, their maximum being 
133 per cent, interest.

There are many others in the building, all doing a thriving 
business. So many are in the building, indeed, that it is 
known all over the downtown section as “  the loan shark 
hive.”  And these facts are equally well known to the 
American Tract Society, which owns the building and draws 
a heavy rental from its tenants.

The facts were brought to the attention of Rev. Dr. Swift 
some time ago, and he expressed surprise and horror. It 
was a Globe reporter who interviewed the reverend doctor 
on the subject, and the doctor begged for silence.

According to the Globe reporter, the doctor asked for 
silence, not because he was ashamed of the traffic carried on 
in the building dedicated to the spread of the Gospel. Not 
at all.

“ Publication of these facts,”  said Dr. Swift, “  might cost 
this society $100,000 or more in legacies and donations. 
Many persons are now about to send in their donations for 
the year’s work. Others, who are drawing their wills with 
the intention of including this society as a beneficiary may 
be deterred from doing so, and we would lose valuable 
bequests in that way.”

Dr. Swift has, perhaps, told on many occasions that story 
of Christ in the Temple, when he scourged from its shelter 
the money-lenders. It is a fine story, and Dr. Swift has 
doubtless told it with all the dramatic force and with that 
ring in his voice that carries conviction. It would be 
interesting to hoar Dr. Swift tell that story again.......

But, in the meantime, what is the reason for the American 
Tract Society harboring the sharks ? It is this, and it is 
simple:—

The society exists “  to do good.”  That is, it goes where 
there is poverty and crime, and oilers words of consolation. 
It does a charitable act.

If, now, it should happon that crime and poverty and 
wickedness were abolished, what would be left for the 
worthy society to do but to get out of business ? For this 
reason these things are necessary to its existence. It must 
have them, and keep getting more of them, or cease to exist.

Knowing this, and knowing that the loan sharks contribute 
in some small degree to the total of human unhappiness, the 
result is that the sharks and the gospellers find themselves 
with a mutual interest. Hence, they are under the same 
roof, and apparently happy in their several works.

F rederick S. B oyd, in New Yorh "  Call."

SCIENCE OF GOD.
It seems to mo impossible to obtain from science any clear 

ideas respecting the ways or nature of the Deity, or even 
respecting the reality of an Almighty personal God. Science 
tells us nothing of the infinite attributes of an Almighty 
Being; it presents to us no personal infinities, whether of 
power, beneficence, or wisdom. To speak in plain terms— 
so far as science is concerned, the idea of a personal God is 
inconceivable (I  mean these words to be understood literally), 
as are all tho attributes which religion recognises in such a 
Being.— B. A. Procter.

Obituary.

On August 13, 1911, at All Saints’ Cemetery, Newcastle* 
upon-Tyne, the remains of the late George Scirving, aged 83, 
were laid to rest. The doceased was both Chartist and 
Secularist, and took an active interest in tho Freethought 
movement in the early ’sixties, and was a well-known 
attendant at lectures in Newcastle and Shields, usually 
accompanied by his old Chartist friend, the late Mr. Thos. 
Thompson, of Shields. He was possessed of exceptional 
intellect, a calm and genial manner ; he made many friends, 
and was widely respected. Fully conscious that his end 
was near, he arranged with his friend, Mr. Elijah Copland, 
to read a secular service at his grave, which request was 
duly carried out by Mr. Copland. The South Shields Branch 
of the N. S. S. was represented by Mr.'R. C. Chapman and 
Mr. Fothergill.— J. G. B artram.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, 
and be marked “ Lecture Notice ” if not sent on postcard.

LONDON.
O utdoor.

B ethnal G reen B ranch N. S. S. (Victoria Park, near the 
Fountain): 3.15, Miss Kough, a Lecture; 6.15, Mr. Saphin, a 
Lecture.

Camberwell B ranch N. S. S. (Brockwell Park) : 3.15 and 6, 
C. Cohen, Lectures.

E dmonton B ranch N. 8. S. (The Green): 7.15, E . Burke, 
“  The Case for Secular Education.”

F insbury P ark : 11.30, F. A. Davies, a Lecture.
I slington B ranch N. S. S. (Highbury Corner): 12 noon, Ivan 

Paperno and Walter Bradford. Newington Green : 7.30, Ivan 
Paperno, a Lecture. Highbury Corner: Wednesday, at 8, 
Ivan Paperno, a Lecture.

K ingsland B ranch N. S. S. (Ridley-road) : 11.30, A. B. Moss, 
“  The Religion of the Future.”

N orth L ondon B ranch N. B. S. (Parliament H ill): 3.30, F. A. 
Davies, a Lecture.

W est H am B ranch N. S. S. (outside Maryland Point Station, 
Stratford) : 7, W. J. Ramsey, “  By their fruits shall ye know 
them.”

W ood G reen B ranch N. S. S. (Jolly Butchers Hill, opposite 
Public Library): 7, Mr. Allison, “ Secularism and Death.”

BUSINESS CARDS.
Short advertisements are inserted under this heading at the rate 
of 2s. per half inch and 3s. Gd. per inch. No advertiserne^ 
under this heading can be less than 2s. or extend beyond one 

inch. Special terms for several continuous insertions.

PROPAGANDIST LEAFLETS. New Issue. 1. Hunting 
Skunks, G. W. Foote ; 2. Bible and Teetotalism, J. M. Wheeler, 
3. Principles of Secularism, C. Watts; 4. Where Are Y°'1 
Hospitals ? R. Ingersoll. 5. Because the Bible Tells f  
So, W. P. Ball. Often the means of arresting attentio 
and making new members. Price 6d. per hundred, PoS 
free 7d. Special rates for larger quantities. Samples o 
receipt of stamped addressed envelope.—N. S. S. Secretab i 
2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.

THE

MARTYRDOM OF HYPATIA.
An Address delivered at Chicago by

M. M. M A N G A S A R IIN ,
Will be forwarded, post free, for

THREE HALFPENCE.
T he P ioneer P ress, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E .G

COUNTRY.
Outdoor.

A lfreton and D istrict B ranch N. S. S. : Joseph A. E. Bates 
—Thursday, Aug. 17, at 7.30, “ Origin of the Christ Myth”  
(with diagrammatic illustrations). Friday, Aug. 18, at 7.30, 
“  Credulities in Decay.”

H uddersfield B ranch N. S. S. (Market Cross) : 8.45, Geo. T. 
Whitehead, “  Christology Above Criticism.” Saturday, at 8, 
Geo. T. Whitehead, “  More of Our Friend Judas."

M ansfield, N otts (Market Place) : Joseph A. E. Bates— 
Monday, Aug. 21, at 7.30, “  Du9k of the Gods.”  Tuesday, at 
7.30, “  Kingcraft—Past and Present.” Wednesday, at 7.30, 
“  Old Wine in New Bottles.”  Thursday, at 7.30, “  Atheism and 
Death.”

Ralph Oicklewood,
A Twentieth Cenlury Critical and Rational 

Exposé of Cnristian Mythology.
(In the F orm of a N ovel.)

By STEPHEN FITZ-STEPHEN.
A Well-Wisher of the Human Family.

383 pages, cloth. Price 3s. 6d.
Post Free.

T he P ioneer P ress, 2 Newcastlo-streot, Farringdon-street, E.

T H E  S E C U L A R  S O C I E T Y
(LIMITED)

Company Limited by Guarantee.

Begistered Office— 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON. E.C. 

Chairman of Board of Directors— Mr. G. W. FOOTE. 

Secretary— Miss E. M. VANCE.

T his Society was ormed in 1898 to afford legal security to the 
acquisition and application of funds for Secular purposes.

The Memorandum of Association sets forth that the Society’s 
Objects are:—To promote the principle that human conduct 
should be based upon natural knowledge, and not upon super­
natural belief, and that human welfare in this world is the proper 
end of all thought and action. To promote freodom of inquiry. 
To promote universal Secular Education. To promote the com­
plete secularisation of the State, etc., etc. And to do all such 
lawful things as are conducive to such objects. Also to have, 
hold, receive, and retain any sums of money paid, given, devised, 
or bequeathed by any person, and to employ the same for any of 
the purposes of the Society.

The liability of members is limited to £1, in case the Society 
should ever be wound up and the assets were insufficient to cover 
liabilities—a most unlikely contingency.

Members pay an entrance fee of ten shillings, and a subsequent 
yearly subscription of five shillings.

The Society has a considerable number of members, but a much 
larger number is desirable, and it is hoped that some will be 
gained amongst those who read this announcement. All who join 
it participate in the control of its business and the trusteeship of 
its resources. It is expressly provided in the Articles of Associa- 
ion that no member, as such, shall derive any sort of profit from 

the Society, either by way of dividend, bonus, or interest, or in 
any way whatever.

The Society’s affairs are managed by an elected Board of 
Directors, consisting of not less than five and not more than 
twelve members, one-third of whom retire (by ballot) each year,

hut aro capable of re-election. An Annual General Meeting^ 
members must be held in London, to receive the Report, ® 
new Directors, and transact any other business that may' a.r'e-t'ei, 

Being a duly registered body, the Secular Society, Lm*
can receive donations and bequests 
Those who are in a position to do

with absolute 
in vi tod

securiG’' 
to rthelfdonations, or to insert a bequest in the Society’s favor m 

ere need not bo the slightest apprehenThe execuw ,wills. On this point there need not bo the slightest 
It is quite impossible to set aside such bequests oíi l l  l o  tJU lliU  I II ip U D D lU lO  lU  D C « H iD lU c B U L Ü  U U j U L B l O .  g g  0 *

have no option but to pay them over in the ordinary cou 
administration. No objection of any kind has been raiso paa 
connection with any of the wills by which the Society 
already been benefited. ,, 23

The Society’s solicitors are Messrs. Harper and Battco > 
Rood-lane, Fenchurch-street, London, E.G. ^

A Form of Bequest.—The following is a sufficient 9̂rI°aiid
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators:—" I  RlV® __
“  bequeath to the Secular Society, Limited, the sum of * ^y 
“  free from Legacy Duty, and I direct that a receipt toty 
“  two members of the Board of the said Society and the See 
“  thereof shall be a good discharge to my Executors £°
‘ said Legacy.” .

Friends of the Society who have remembered it in thel*' 0f
or who intend to do so, should formally notify the “ e0* .  Q ^¡jj 
the fact, or send a private intimation to the Chairman, ry,
(if desired) treat it as strictly confidential. This is not n #Bd 
but it is advisable, as wills somotimos get lost ° r H11® 'y,
’their contents have to be established by competent tes i
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national  secular  society .
President: G. W. FOOTE.

Secretary; Miss E M. V ance, 2 Newcastle-st., London, E.C.

Principles and Objects.
Secularism teaches that conduct should be based on reason 
?nd knowledge. It knows nothing of divine guidance or 
interference; it excludes supernatural hopes and fears; it 
regards happiness as man’s proper aim, and utility as his 
moral guide.

Secularism affirms that Progress is only possible through 
Liberty, which is at once a right and a duty; and therefore 
seeks to remove every barrier to the fullest equal freedom of 
thought, action, and speech.

Secularism declares that theology is condemned by reason 
as superstitious, and by experience as mischievous, and 
assails it as the historic enemy of Progress.

Secularism accordingly seeks to dispel superstition; to 
spread education; to disestablish religion; to rationalise 
morality; to promote peace; to dignify labor; to extend 
material well-being; and to realise the self-government of 
the people.

Membership.
Any person is eligible as a member on signing the 

following declaration:—
" I  desire to join the National Seoular Society, and I 

pledge myself, if admitted as a member, to oo-operate in 
Promoting its objects.”

Name.......... .
A ddrese......
Occupation
Dated this................day o f ......................................150 ........

This Declaration should bo transmitted to the Soorotary 
w*th a subscription.
^•S.— Beyond a minimum of Two Shillings per year, every 

member is left to fix his own subscription according to 
his means and interest in the canso.

Immediate Practical Objects.
The Legitimation of Boquosts to Secular or other Froe- 

fhought Societies, for the maintenance and propagation of 
heterodox opinions on mattors of religion, on the same 
E ditions as apply to Christian or Theistic churches or 
^Ionisations.

Tho Abolition of the Blasphemy Laws, in order that 
eligion may bo canvassed as freely as other subjects, with- 
, lear of fine or imprisonment.
■Che Disestablishment and Disendowmont of the Stato 

mirches in England, Scotland, and Wales.
Tho Abolition of all Religious Teaching and Bible Reading 

, Schools, or other educational establishments supported 
^  llm State.
.. The Oponing of all endowed educational institutions to tho 

mlrcn and youth of all classes alike, 
of t 10 Abrogation of all laws interfering with the froo use 
Si ,.QtJay ‘ or tho purpose of culture and recreation ; and the 

. ay oponing of Stato and Municipal Museums, Libraries, 
Art Gallerfos.

6 A Reform of tho Marriage Laws, especially to secure 
an i for husband and wifo, and a reasonable liberty

facing  of divorco.
th + ° Equalisation of tho logal status of men and women, so 

?!" aU rights may bo independent of soxual distinctions.
J-ho Protection of children from all forms of violence, and 

°m the greed of those who would mako a profit oat of their 
Pr^ a tu re  labor.
fost • Abolition of all hereditary distinctions and privileges, 
bto^ g  a spirit antagonistic to justico and human

d ir 110 Improvement by all just and wise means of tho con 
in *?ns ° ‘  daily life for the masses of tho people, especially 
dw m 118 and cities, whoro insanitary and incommodious 
'voalf ” B| and the want of open spaces, cause physical 

kness and disease, and the deterioration of family life. 
¡¿Solf'° Promotion of tho right and duty of Labor to organise 
clai ; or Its moral and economical advancement, and of its 

Tv o ê” al protection in such combinations.
. uhstitution of the idea of Reform for that of Punish- 

l0n the treatment of criminals, so that gaols may no 
hut r f ° °  Placos of brutalisation, or oven of mere deten ion, 
those aCi°8 ° £ Physical, intellectual, and moral elevation for 

An rT10 aro a2h°ted with anti-social tendencies, 
them y tension of tho moral law to animals, so as to secure 

Th pmaue treatment and legal protection against cruelty. 
tut;01° dem otion of Peaco botween nations, and the substi- 
Oat; ° . 1 Arbitration for War in tho settlement of inter- 

°Dat disputes.

America’s Freethought Newspaper. 

T H E  T R U T H  S E E K E R .
FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT, 1873. 

CONTINUED BY E. M. MACDONALD, 1883-1909.
G. E. M A CD O N A LD ...............................................  E ditor.
L. K. WASHBURN ...........................E ditorial Contributor.

Subscription R ates.
Single subscription in advance ... ... $3.00
Two new subscribers ... ... ... 5.00
One subscription two years in advance ... 5.00

To all foreign countries, except Mexico, 50 cents per annum extra
Subscriptions for any length of time under a year, at the rate of 

25 cents per month, may be begun at any time.
Freethinkers everywhere are invited to send for specimen copies, 

which are free.
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY,

Publishers, Dealers in Freethought Books,
62 Yfiaiix Street, New Y ork, U.S.A.

A NEW  (THE THIRD) EDITION
OF

FROM FICTION TO FACT.
B y  F. B O N T E .

{Issued by tho Secular Society, Limited.)

REVISED AND ENLARGED. 
SHOULD BE SCATTERED BROADCAST.

SIXTY-FOUR PAGES.
P R I C E  O N E  P E N N Y ,

T he P ioneer P ress, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-stroet, E.O.

PAMPHLETS by C. COHEN.

An Outline of Evolutionary Ethics ... 6d.
Principles of ethics, based on the doctrine of Evolution.

Socialism, Atheism, and Christianity.. Id. 

Christianity and Social Ethics ... Id. 
Pain and Providence ... Id.

T he P ioneer P ress, 2 Newoaatle-streot, Farringdon streot, E.O.

DEFENCE OF FREE SPEECH
BY

G. W, FOOTE.

Being a Three Hours’ Addross to the Jury before tho Lord 
Chief Justice of England, in answer to an Indictment 

or Blasphemy, on April 24, 1883.

With Special Preface and many Footnotes

Price FOURPENCE. Post free FIYEPENCE.

T he P ioneer Press, 2 Newcastle-street, Farringdon-street, E.C.
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A LIBERAL OFFER—NOTHING LIKE IT.
Greatest2Popular Family Reference Book and Sexology— Almost Given Away. A Million sold

at 3 and 4 dollars— Now Try it Yourself.

Insure Your Life—You Die to W in; Buy this Book, You Learn to Live,

Tfte'Besî Ignorance kills—knowledge saves—be wise in time. Men weaken, sicken, die—®°" 
knowing how to live. “  Habits that enslave ”  wreck thousands—young and old 
Fathers fail, mothers are “ bed-ridden,” babies die. Family feuds, marital miseries, 

divorces—even murders—All can be avoided by self-knowledge, self-control.
Aon can discount heaven—dodge hell—here and now, by reading and applying the 
wisdom of this one book of 1,200 pages, 400 illustrations, 80 lithographs on 18 anatomical 

color plates, and over 250 prescriptions.
OF COURSE YOU WANT TO KNOW WHAT EVERYONE OUGHT TO KNOW.

The Y oung—How to choose the best to marry.
T he H arried—Hew to be happy in marriage.
T he F ond Parent—How to have prize babies.
T he Mother—How to have them without pain.
T he C hildless—How to be fruitful and multiply.
T he Curious—How they “  growed "  from germ-cell.
T he Healthy—How to enjoy life and keep well.
T he Invalid—How to brace up and keep well.

Whatever you'd ask a doctor you find herein, or (if not, Dr. F. will answer your inquiry free , any time)
Dr. Foote’s books have been the popular instructors of the masses in America for fifty years (often re-written, enlarged) 
and always kept up-to-date). For twenty years they have sold largely (from London) to all countries where English ¡8 
Bpoken, and everywhere highly praised. Last editions are best, largest, and most for the price. You may save the price 
by not buying, and you may lose your life (or your wife or child) by not knowing some of the vitally important truths it tella>

Most Grateful Testimonials From Everywhere.
Gudivoda, India : “ It is a store of medical knowledge in plainest 

language, and every reader of English would be benefited 
by it.”—W. L. N.

Triplicane, India: “ I have gone through the book many times, 
and not only benefited myself but many friends also.”—
Or. Vi. T.

Panderma, Turkey : “ I can avow frankly there is rarely to be 
found such an interesting book as yours."—K. H. (Chemist)- 

Calgary, Can.: “  The information therein has changed my whole 
idea of life—to be nobler and happier.”—D. N. M.

Laverton, W. Aust. : “ I consider it worth ten times the price- 
I have benefited much by it.” —R. M.

Somewhat Abridged Editions (800 pp. each) can be had in German, Swedish, Finnish, or Spanish.

Price EIGHT SHILLINGS by Mail to any Address.

O R D E R  OP T H E  P I O N E E R  P R E S S ,
2 NEWCASTLE STREET, LONDON, E.C.

T H E  P O P U L A R  E D I T I O N
(.Revised and Enlarged)

OF

“ BIBLE ROMANCES”
BY

G. W. FOOTE.
With a Portrait of the Author

Beynoldt't Newspaper Hays:— " Mr. G W. Foote, ohairman of the Secular Society, is woll known as a man oj 
exceptional ability. His Bible Bomanoet havo had a largo Bale the original edition. A popular, revised, a 
enlarged edition, at tho price of 6d., has now boon published by the Pioneor Press, 2 Newcastlo-stroot, Farringdo“  
Btreet, London, for tho Secular Society. Thus, within tho reach of almost everyone, the ripest thought of tho loaders 
of modorn opinion is being placed from day to day.”

1M Large Double-Column Pages, Good Print, Good Paper

S I X P E N C E  — N E T

THE PIONEER PRESS, 2 NEWCASTLE STREET, FARRINGDON STREET LONDON, Fj.C-

Printed and Published by the P ioneer P ress, 2 Newcastle-street, London, E.C.


